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Mlved,  u  between  us  and  our  public  enemiesi  to  itand 
by  the  country.  I  would  hare  the  country  rights  in  all 
itscoatroveniea: 

**  Thrice  ii  he  armedi  that  hath  his  quarrel  Jntt." 

But  I  would  not  aufTer  my  own  personal  impreasion  of 
the  right  or  wrong  of  its  cause  to  impel  me  to  the  aban- 
donment of  that  cause.  I  shall  give  my  rote,  and  if  need 
be  my  voice,  as  I  have  hitherto  done,  to  every  appro- 
priation which  is  asked  for  in  good  faith,  and  sustained 
by  ressooable  evidence  of  its  propriety.  And  it  matters 
not  to  me  whether  the  money  is  to  be  expended  on  the 
banks  of  the  Merrimac  of  the  East  or  the  Merrimac  of 
the  West,    Still  it  is  my  country. 

Entertaining  these  general  views  of  the  public  service, 
acting  upon  them  in  the  votes  I  give  in  this  House,  I 
aver  that,  eyen  upon  tli^  liberal  rules  of  appropriation 
which  I  advocate  and  observe,  there  will  remain  in  the 
Treasury,  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  year,  a  surplus 
equal  to  the  whole  revenue  of  ordinary  years.  To  illus« 
trate  the  fact,  I  subjoin  the  following  estimate  of  the  ap- 
.  propriations,  probable  or  certain,  of  the  present  year, 
made  conformably  to  the  opinions  I  have  declared: 
Appropriations  proposed  by  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury |ir,515,933 

Appropriations  in  addition  to  the  above,  in 
the  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ser- 
vice,       ....  -         607,250 
Appropriations  in  the  navy  bill,     •           -         587,531 
Appropriations  In  the  bill  for  the  Indian 

service,   -  *  .  -  .^    1,165,332 

Appropriations  in  the  army  bill,     -  -  97,239 

Advance  to  the  cities  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, amount  payable  the  present  year,  70,883 
Appropriatioo    for  hostilities   among  the 

Seminoles,  ....      2,120,000 

Appropriation   for  hostilities   among  the 

Creeks, 500,000 

Appropriation  for  raising  volunteers  and 

dragoons,  ....         300,000 

Bill  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  1,000,000 
House  bill,  additional  for  fortifications,  -  200,000 
Appropriations  for  other  objects  in  same 

bill 882,053 

House  bill,  additional  for  civil  service,       •  52,684 

Private  claims,       ....         100,000 
Miscelianeous  works  of  vartqps  kinds,  light- 
houses, beacons,  Cumberland  road,  pub- 
lic buildings,  say  ^  -  •      2,000,000 
Add  for  other  posMbte  appropriations  not 
enumerated,       ....      2,801,105 

Total,  exclusive  of  new  Indian  treaties,     ■  #30,000,000 


Of  this  sum,  there  will  remain  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
unexpended,  not  less  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars.  It 
exceeded  eight  millions  the  last  year.  It  will  increase 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  appropriations. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  execution  of  new  treaties  with 
the  Indians  will  call  for  an  appropriation  to  the  amount 
of  $6,259,241,  which,  for  reasons  heretofore  suted,  I 
do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  charge  to  the  income  of 
the  current  year. 

Such  is  the  result  of  my  reflections  on  this  important 
subject.  I  have  treated  it  in  good  faith,  actuated  by  a 
sincere  wish  to  arrive  at  the  truth,  and  especially  to 
avoid  all  exaggeration  as  to  the  available  surplus  in  the 
Treasury.  The  sum  is  large.  It  cannot  be  disguised  or 
denied.  No  part  of  the  surplus  of  1835  can  be  reached 
by  the  expenditure  of  1836.  On  the  contrary,  there  is 
abundant  reason  to  believe  that,  without  speaking  of  un- 
expended appropriations,  which  cannot  fall  short  at  the 
end  of  this  year  of  twelve  millions,  there  will  be  an  ad- 
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ditional  sum  of  unappropriated  surplus  of  the  revenue 
of  1836,  to  be  added  to  the  balance  of  credit  from  the 
last  year. 

I  demand  of  the  members  of  this  House  what  is  to  be 
done  with  this  great  treasure  f  Shall  it  continue  in  the 
hands  of  the  deposite  banks,  safe  or  unsafe,  to  be  loaned 
by  them  for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  yielding  no  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  of  the  United  States^ 

We  propose  to  you,  on  the  one  hand,  the  distribution 
bill.  We  say  that,  in  principle,  it  is  a  Just,  wise,  and 
proper  measure.  If  it  contemplates  too  large  a  distribu- 
tion, diminish  the  sum.  Leave  in  the  Treasurv  all  that 
ia  needed  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare 
of  the  Union.  Of  that  I  would  not  touch  a  dollar.  But 
the  residue  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Statesf  restore  it 
to  the  people  themselvest  let  it  be  spplied  to  the  objects 
of  local  improvement,  which  may  or  may  not  fall  within 
the  scope  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  but 
which  are  all-important  to  the  prosperity  and  the  strength 
of  the  United  States. 

If  the  distribution  bill  comes  in  conflict  with  the 
graduation  bill,  cannot  the  two  oblects  be  combined, 
thus  reconciling  and  conciliating  the  rights  of  the  old 
States  and  the  interest  of  the  new  ones? 

If  neither  of  these  things  may  be  done,  if  it  does  not 
comport  with  the  political  views  of  the  majority  of  this 
House  to  make  an  absolute  donation  of  the  surplus  treaa- 
ure  to  the  several  States— if  there  be  a  eonstitntional 
ingredient  of  this  Legislature,not  amember  of  the  House* 
not  a  member  of  the  Senate,  whose  possible  action  ui>on 
this  subject  gentlemen  can  sufl^er  themselves  to  antioi- 
pate,  so  as  to  be  affected  thereby— then  I  ask  the  House 
Whether  this  surplus  treasure  may  not  be  placed  in  the 
respective  State  treasuries  in  the  form  of  a  deposite  or 
loan?  Such  a  meaaure  would  be  infinitely  less  excep- 
tionable than  to  have  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
come  into  the  market  as  a  great  speculator  in  stocks, 
less  than  to  retain  the  public  treasure  in  the  deposite 
banks  at  a  clear  loss  of  two  or  three  millions  of  interest, 
perhsps  in  part  of  the  principal;  less  than  to  squander  it 
in  mere  idle  wastefulness. 

I  believe  in  my  conscience  that  a  distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenue  ought  to  be  made.  The  country  re« 
quires  it.  The  public  interest  demands  it.  I  do  not 
urge  any  plan  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  money  in 
the  spirit  of  paHy  agitation.  Nay,  if  I  sought  a  topic  of 
party  agitation  out  of  thia  House,  a  means  of  rousing  the 
just  indignation  of  the  people,  I  should  wish  for  nothing 
'better  than  to  have  Congress  sdjoum,  by  the  will  of  the 
majority,  leaving  the  public  treasure  dispensed  smong 
favored  persons  or  corporations,  to  be  used  or  abused  at 
the  discretion  of  the  administration.  Will  the  majority 
of  the  House  give  to  the  opposition  such  a  manifest  ad- 
vantage? Will  they  not  rather  consult  their  interest  and 
their  public  duty,  by  consenting  to  the  passage  of  some 
law,  either  of  grant  or  of  deposite,  which  may  place  a 
portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  in  the  control  or  custody 
of  the  respective  States?  I  exhort  them  by  every  con- 
sideration of  interest,  I  adjure  them  by  every  considera- 
tion of  duty,  not  to  suffer  this  session  of  Congress  to  ter- 
minate, leaving  the  public  treasure  unguarded,  neglected, 
abandoned.  Let  us  beware  of  this  grest  wrong  to  the 
people  and  the  States  we  represent 

With  these  remarks,  it  would  have  given  me  satisfac- 
tion to  be  able  to  close  what  I  might  wish  to  ssy  on  the 
subject  of  these  resolutions.  But  there  is  one  other 
topic  which  shows  itself  in  the  speeches  of  prominent 
friends  of  the  land  bill,  and  which  I  cannot  pass  unnoticed. 
I  mean  the  suggestion  that  the  North  enjoys  more  than 
a  due  share  of  the  advantages  of  the  Union.  It  was  verjr 
distinctly  averred  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who 
preceded  me,  [Mr.  Gxavxs,]  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 
the  diflribulion  bill,  that  the  SUte  of  New  York  had  rc^ 
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ceived  oiore  of  the  public  revenue  than  I  know  not  how 
many  of  the  States  of  the  South  and  West,  which  be 
enumerated)  that  the  North  and  Northeast  were  made 
rich  by  the  public  expenditures;  in  contrast  with  which 
was  arrayed  the  liberality  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to- 
wards the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  Atlantic 
States.  The  gentleman  frankly  admitted  that  he  had 
not  made  any  exact  calculations  on  the  subject.  It  would 
hare  been  well,  I  think,  had  he  looked  into  the  figures 
carefully;  because,  had  be  done  so,  be  would  have  as- 
certained that  there  is  no  foundation  in  fact  for  such 
grave  charges  in  denial  of  the  general  and  impartial 
value  of  the  Union  of  these  States. 

I  take  leave  to  say  we  have  beard  something  too  much 
of  the  same  tenor  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  through- 
out the  present  session  of  Congress;  and,  if  it  were  in 
order,  I  should  say,  in  both  its  chambers.  To  me,  a 
new  member  of  the  House,  little  versed,  of  course,  in 
the  details  of  its  debates,  few  things  have  seemed  stranger 
than  the  idea,  so  pertinaciously  insisted  on,  that  appro- 
priations are  to  be  made,  not  where  the  public  service 
requires  them,  but  in  shares  to  the  several  SUtes.  At 
an  early  period  of  the  session,  after  having  heard  such 
things  more  than  once,  a  strong  sense  of  their  injustice 
drew  from  me  a  few  observations,  somewhat  warmer,  it 
may  be,  than  gentlemen  were  accustomed  to  hear  from 
the  North.  If  I  could  suppose  that,  under  the  impulses 
of  the  moment,  I  overstepped  the  limits  of  manly  con- 
troversy, I  should  be  sorry  of  it.  Certain  I  am,  on  amplfi 
reflection,  and  after  deliberate  investigation  of  the  de- 
Ciilf  of  the  question,  that  I  did  not  g^  one  hair's  breadth 
beyond  the  truth,  in  the  terms  of  condemnation  which 
f  spplied  to  these  reproaches  on  the  States  of  the  At- 
lantic, and  especially  the  East.  I  spoke,  to  be  sure, 
strongly,  as  f  felt.  Doubtless,  members  from  other  States 
are  attached  to  thehr  homes.  So  am  I  to  mine.  I  can 
conceive  that  gentlemen  should  feel  indignant,  if  they 
thought  their  SUte  unjustly  assailed:  cannot  they  con- 
ceive that  I  should,  also,  if  my  State  be  unjustly  assailed? 
Or  is  it  imagined  that  members  from  the  East  are  to 
kiss  the  rod  that  is  raised  to  strike?  Do  so  they  who 
list.  1  desire  friendship  with  every  member  of  this 
House.  But  I  have  rights  to  maintain  here,  my  own 
and  thMe  of  my  constituents;  and  I  shall  not  shrink  from 
any  issue  which  their  vindication  may  involve. 

Deeming  this  question  of  the  last  importance,  in  its 
general  bearing  on  the  stability  and  tranquil  action  of  the 
Government  of  the  Union,  I  have  Uken  some  pains  to 
probe  the  matter  to  the  bottom.  If  the  result  of  my 
inquiries  were  other  than  what  it  is,  it  would  not  be  stated 
to  the  Houae.  Some  time  since,  a  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Thoxpbov]  presented  a  variety  of  calcu- 
lations, tending  to  show  that  the  North  was  favored,  to 
the  injury  of  the  South.  That  gentleman  was  answered, 
and  he  will  permit  me  to  say,  with  all  due  respect,  tri- 
umphantly answered,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Etahs,]  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gak- 
LAKB,]  and  another  gentleman  from  Maine,  (Mr.  jAKVia.] 
My  view  of  the  subject  covers  the  whole  United  States. 
I  shall  demonstrate,  by  a  detailed  examination  of  the 
public  expenditures  in  ita  various  branches,  and  upon 
authentic  documents,  that  there  exists  a  striking  equality 
in  its  distribution.  How  could  it  be  otherwise?  Wit- 
ness the  zeal  and  vigilance  of  members  for  the  cause  of 
their  particular  constituents.  Bear  in  recollection  the 
interest  and  the  will  pf  every  administration  to  keep 
well,  so  far  as  it  may,  with  all  sections  of  the  country. 
At  any  rate  the  fact  exists.  I  shall  show  it,  in  terms 
courteous,  but  positive,  as  befits  the  consciousness  of 
truth;  and,  sectional  matter  as  it  all  is,  I  cannot  but  hope 
the  effect  « ill  be  to  strengthen,  rather  than  weaken,  our 
pommon  attachment  to  the  Union. 

All  things  done  by  man  must  have  a  locality.    When- 


ever the  Government  of  a  country  disburses  money,  it 
must  be  disbursed  somewhere.  Certain  expenditures 
are,  upon  the  face  of  them,  absolutely  and  unequivo- 
cally national;  aa  the  charges  of  foreign  intercourse, 
drawn  and  spent  abroad.  Others  are  apparently  sec- 
tional; aa  the  expenses  of  a  land  office  in  the  West,  or  a 
light-house  in  the  East.  Now,  it  is  natural  that  a 
measure  local  in  name  should  be  -  brought  forward  by 
local  interests.  It  must  be  so,  in  the  operation  of  local 
necessities,  feelings,  and  knowledge.  I  cannot  admit 
that  because  the  members  from  a  particular  State,  or 
tier  of  States,  support  a  measure  unanimously,  the  fact 
affords  ground  of  presumption  against  a  measure.  Who 
should  understand  and  advocate  a  thing,  if  not  the  mem- 
bers from  the  State  most  immediately  concerned  with  it? 
As  a  member  of  this  House,  I  lie  under  particular  obli- 
gation to  see  to  the  welfare  of  my  State.  That  is  one 
thing  for  which  we  are  severally  sent  here.  Shall  not 
the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Ohio  feel  and  act 
unitedly  in  the  defence  of  their  northern  frontier?  Shall 
not  the  Representatives  from  Alabama,  Georgia,  and 
Florida,  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  measures  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  their  constituents  against  the  hos- 
tilities of  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles?  Surely.  They 
support  locally:  we  must  not  reject  locally.  Our  decision 
should  be  national  in  its  motives  and  scope,  not  sectional. 

This  whole  doctrine  of  allotting  out  the  public  ex- 
penditures in  shares  is  rotten  to  the  core.  Try  it  prac- 
ti^kUy:  strip  it  of  all  disgtiise,  and  apply  it  to  any  familiar 
Tact.  Suppose  a  bill  before  this  House,  proposing  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  defence  of  the  Southern  fron- 
tier; and  suppose  members  from  the  North  to  rise,  under 
such  circumstances,  with  the  avowal  on  their  lips :  We 
cannot  gainsay  the  propriety  of  this  appropriation;  there 
is  flagrant  war  before  our  eyes,  for  the  prosecution  of 
which  this  money  is  indispensably  necessary;  but  we  will 
not  grant  it,  unless  you  give  us  a  corresponding  sum  of 
money  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  such  a  csnaTor  such 
a  railway  in  our  particular  neighborhood.  What  would 
be  said  of  this?  What  ought  to  be  said?  There  is  no 
language  of  censure,  in  the  infinite  combinationa^  of 
human  speech,  which  would  be  considered  blasting 
enough  for  such  a  proposition.  Yet  the  case  put  is  but 
an  obvious  illustration  of  the  doctrine,  presented  in  the 
nakedness  of  its  odious  deformity.  And  I  desire  to 
tender  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Himxr,]  my 
grateful  estimation  of  the  pstriotic  nationality  of  senti- 
ment which  lie  hst  manifeated,  in  occasional  reference 
heretofore  to  this  topic  of  debate. 

We  legislate  for  a  vast  country,  with  its  long  ocean 
frontier,  and  its  immense  interior  expansion.  In  that 
stupendous  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary 
waters,  the  far-western  city  of  St.  Louis  is,  it  may  be, 
the  geographical  centre  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  Our  country  is  destined,  possibly,  to  become 
coextensive  with  the  continent.  I  do  not  speak  of  this 
as  what  I  wish ;  but  as  what,  in  the  expansive  progress 
of  our  institutions,  it  roav  be  impossible  to  avert.  Nature 
has  impressed  geograpnical  difierences  on  this  wide- 
spread surface  of  the  United  Statea.  Part  of  it  lies  on 
the  Atlantic  ocean;  part  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  part  on 
the  inland  seas  of  the  North;  and  part  on  the  thou- 
sand offsprings  of  the  great  Father  of  Waters.  Our 
country  embraces  every  diversity  of  climate,  of  soil,  of 
location,  of  productions,  which  the  terraqueous  globe 
affords.  Our  occupations  difier,  as  our  lines  are  cast 
here  or  there  within  it.  The  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial industry  of  the  East,  the  sgriculture  and  mines 
of  the  North  and  centre,  the  planting  of  the  South  and 
the  Webt,  all  contribute  to  swell  the  sum  of  our  great- 
ness. We  differ  in  the  quality  of  the  labor  we  respec- 
tively employ.  So  many  multitudinous  causes  go  to 
complicaie  the  inteffciti  with  which  Congrtu  has  to 
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deal.  Our  legislation  it  to  be  founded  on  all  these  facts, 
combined,  compared,  compromised,  with  reference  to 
the  parmount  value  of  the  Union. 

Times  have  occurred.  In  which  one  or  another  of  the 
States  thought  the  power  of  the  confederacy  pressed 
heavily  on  her  interests  or  her  principles.  It  has  hap- 
pened to  Pennsylvania,  to  Virginia,  to  Massachusetts,  to 
South  Carolina.  Times  have  occurred,  in  which  some 
of  the  States  have  thought  they  had  not  their  due  pro- 
portion of  the  benefits  of  the  confederacy.  I  freely  ad- 
mit that  in  two  of  the  States  of  the  West,  especially, 
there  has  been  comparatively  little  of  the  public  money 
expended  in  improvements  or  public  works  of  any  kind, 
comparatively  little  advantage  received  under  the  land 
system  of  the  United  States.  I  mean  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.  It  is  equally  true  of  one  of  the  States  of 
the  East,  to  wit,  Vermont.  So  far  as  regards  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  the  fact  is  owing  partly  to  their  being 
intermediate,  historically  speaking,  between  the  old  and 
new  States;  partly  to  their  felicitous  geographical  posi- 
tion, and  other  natural  advantages;  and  not  least  to  the 
fact  that  neither  of  them  is  a  frontier  State.  It  is  not,  I 
am  sure,  ascribable  to  any  sectionality  of  feeling  or  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  East  towards  the  West.  No 
such  feeling  ever  did  exist;  no  such  action  ever  did  occur. 
We  of  the  Atlantic  States  may  safely  challenge  a  scrutiny 
of  the  political  and  legislative  records  of  the  country, 
upon  such  a  controversy.  It  will  distinctly  appear,  in 
the  sequel  of  my  remarks,  that  it  is  not  the  West  as  a 
section,  in  any  grouping  or  aggregation  of  which  the 
States  are  susceptible,  but  simply  the  two  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  which  have  thus  failed  to 
partake  in  the  direct  local  expenditures  of  the  Union. 
And  the  error,  committed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, consists  in  putting  the  Question  sectionally,  when 
there  is  no  tincture  of  sectionalism,  as  between  East  and 
West,  in  the  facts  of  the  case. 

New  York,  it  is  alleged,  has  received  more  of  the 
public  moneys  than  all  the  States  of  the  South  or  South- 
west! When  this  remark  struck  my  ear,  it  raised  be- 
fore my  mind's  cj^e  the  image  of  that  great  State,  its 
boundless  enterprise,  its  magnificent  canal  which  unites 
the  waters  of  the  lakes  and  those  of  the  ocean,  its  nu- 
merous lesser  canals,  its  railroads,  its  liberally  endowed 
system  of  public  education.  I  began  to  doubt  all  the 
familiar  facts  of  contemporaneous  history.  Did  the 
United^  States  subscribe  any  of  its  millions  towards  the 
construction  of  the  Erie  canal?  Did  the  United  States 
contribute  lands,  enough  for  the  seat  of  an  empire,  to 
the  public  schools  of  the  State  of  New  York?  Some 
such  thinjrs,  it  seemed  tome,  I  had  heard  of  as  falling  to 
the  lot  of  other  regions  of  country;  but  I  had  read  or 
imagined  that  New  York  was  the  child,  as  the  Spaniard 
has  it,  of  her  own  works;  that  by  her  own  hands  and 
with  her  own  materials  she  had  built  up  the  structure  of 
her  unrivalled  prosperity;  that  she  had  herself  set  the 
example,  unaided  and  alone,  of  the  prosecution  of  pub- 
lic works  of  interior  communication,  on  that  vast  scale, 
which  her  success  came  to  render  so  common  throughout 
the  United  States. 

But  it  is  no  question  of  single  States.  There  is  an  ob- 
vious fallacy  in  so  treating  it.  To  do  justice  to  it,  we  should 
take  into  view  sections  of  country,  disregarding  political 
lines,  and  looking  only  to  geographical  relations,  or  to 
distinct  regions  inhabited  respectively  by  a  population  of 
congenial  interests,  occupation^  and  productions. 

I  throw  together,  in  one  group,  the  States  of  the  North 
and  East — Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York*  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  Pennsylvsnia— ten;  the  States  or  Terri- 
tories  of  the  West^Obio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Michigan,  Wisconsin- 
nine;  those  of  the  South— Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Car- 


olina, South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Florida — nine;  and  I  proceed  to  show  in 
what  sums  and  proportions  the  public  money  has  gone 
to  each  of  these  great  sections  of  the  Union. 

By  a  calculation  which  I  have  before  me,  covering 
the  period  from  1789  to  1829,  inclusive,  it  appears  that 
there  can  be  traced  into  the  different  States  and  Terri- 
tories, excluding  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  sum  of 
$119,455, 187.  Of  this  sum,  $43 ,567,5^,  more  than  one 
third,  went  into  Maryland,  Yirginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and 
Florida— one  third  in  number,  greatly  less  than  one  third 
in  population,  of  all  the  United  States.  The  plain  fiict 
needs  no  comment. 

This  calculation  does  not  include  the  diplomatic 
charges  of  the  Government,  nor  such  portion  of  the 
charges  belonging  to  war  as  evidently  have  no  locality  of 
expenditure.  Nor  does  it  include  expenditures  on  ae* 
count  of  the  public  debt;  for  the  repayment  of  money  t» 
the  public  creditor,  wherever  he  may  dwell,  is  not  an 
act  of  local  partiality.  Nor  does  it  include  pensions, 
which  are  the  recompense  of  personal  services  and  sacri* 
fices,  the  debts  9f  honor  superinduced  by  war.  If  pent 
sions  were  to  treated  as  locsl  expenditures,  it  would  give 
occasion  to  inquire  how  it  happens  that  so  large  a  pro« 
portion  of  the  persons  entitled  to  pensions  reside  in  par<« 
ticular  regions  of  the  country ;  a  course  of  inquiry  which 
a  Northern  man  need  feel  no  unwillingness  to  pursue. 

For  the  rest,  the  calculation  is  conclusive  as  to  the 
whole  question,  so  far  as  it  is  a  question  between  North 
and  South;  unless,  indeed,  we  adopt  the  idea  of  the  gen^ 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thoxfsov,]  who,  to 
arrive  at  a  different  result,  reckons  Maryland  and  Vir^ 
ginia  among  the  States  of  the  North.  Such  a  position  is 
evidently  untenable.  The  doctrine  would  act  fatally 
against  itself,  by  the  undue  weight  of  relative  population 
which  it  would  cast  upon  the  section  of  tlie  North.  It  is 
contrary  to  the  plain  sense  of  the  thing,  alsot  since  Mary* 
land  and  Virginia  belong  to  the  South  by  the  character 
of  their  labor  and  of  their  productions.  They  are  essen- 
tial parts  of  the  skveholding  and  planting  interests.  If, 
indeed,  it  could  be  admitted  as  a  just  and  serionsview  of 
the  subject,  I  should  heartily  welcome  the  Old  Dominion 
among  the  States  of  the  North.  I  am  sure  Virginia  and 
New  England  have  in  the  past  time  breasted  shoulder  te 
shoulder  shock  after  shock,  and  should  feel  themselves 
cemented  together  by  the  blood  of  their  fttthers  com- 
mingled in  many  a  well-fought  and  hard-won  battle-field, 
and  by  their  common  attachment  to  the  Union.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  geographical  line  run  through  the  constitution, 
I  rejoice  that,  after  all,  it  is  not  Mason  and  Dixon's. 

It  would  be  wearisome  to  run  over  all  the  details  of 
public  expenditure,  in  reference  to  the  question  under 
debate.  Instead  of  this,  I  shall  select,  for  detailed 
analysis,  several  classes  of  expenditure,  which  are  those 
chiefly  discussed,  and  which  abundantly  illustrate  the 
whole  subject. 

I  begin  with  the  fortifications  of  the  maritime  fron- 
tier. 

All  the  money  hitherto  expended  on  these  fortifies* 
tlons  has  been  distributed  as  follows:  (Sen.  Doc.  34th 
Cong.,  No.  203.) 

Northern  Statu  on  the  JitUmtie. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

New  York 

Delaware 


-  0 
.     0 

-  157,309 

-  96S,369 

-  0 

-  1,022,133 

-  107,136 

$2>248i946 
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SimlhtmSUie*^  the  MmHt. 
MaryUnd  .  .  .  . 

Yirginim  •  .  .  • 

North  Carolim  .  .  .  . 

South  CaroliiM         •  .  .  . 

Georgia  .  .  -  - 


454,103 
3,127,837 
760,869 
324,426 
286,184 

^953^419 


LouitkiiMi 

Alabama 

riori^ 


Oi^ike  «t«jr. 


1,444,529 

.    1,026,777 

704^422 

^,175,728 


Upon  thii  Ubie,  it  ia  to  be  remarked,  first,  that  the 
entire  ajFitem  of  vbieh  theae  fortifications  form  a  part, 
wia  arranged  in  1821,  by  a  commission  composed  of 
General  Bernard,  Captain  Jene  D.  ElHott,  and  Colonel 
Totten.  It  was  arranged  ender  the  auspices  of  a  Secre- 
isryof  War  from  the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  and  adopted  by  President  Monroe.  It  is  not 
the  fruit,  therefore,  of  Northern  councils  or  partialities. 
Secondly,  in  that  plan,  the  works  to  be  constructed  were 
divided  into  three  classes.  The  works  for  the  protection 
of  Borwell's  bay  and  of  Boston  roads  were  placed  among 
the  first  In  order  of  execution,  chiefly  because  Norfolk 
and  Boaton  were  deiignalcd  to  be  the  great  naval  arsenals 
•f  the  country  t  the  one  for  the  South,  the  other  for  the 
North.  Certain  works  in  South  Carolina  were  placed  in 
the  second  and  third  classes.  Tet,  by  some  under-current 
of  eauaea,  fortifications  at  Charleston  are  in  an  active  and 
efficient  atate.  while  those  of  the  Chesapeake  are  atill  in- 
eonplete,  and  those  of  Massachusetts  bay  almost  neglected. 
A  single  ship  of  war  might  sail  up  and  cannonade  Boaton 
or  New  York  with  perfect  impunity.  Finally,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  fortificationa  on  the  Gulf  are 
casentially  defencea  for  the  bushiess  and  population  of  the 
Weat. 

What  fortificationa  have  been  completed?  In  the 
whole  North,  with  its  exposed  coaat,  ita  numerous  and 
Wealthy  cities,  to  tempt  an  invading  foe,  only  two:  Fort 
'  Hamilton  and  Fort  Lafayette,  at  New  York.  In  the 
•South,  four:  Fort  Washington,  in  Maryland;  Fort  Ma- 
eon,  in  North  Carolina!  Castle  Pinckney,  in  South 
Carolma;  and  Fort  Morgan,  in  Alabama.  In  the  West, 
five:  Fort  Pike,  Fort  Wood,  Fort  Jackson,  Battery 
Bienvenu,  and  Tower  Bayou  Dupr^  all  in  Louisiana. 

We  have  two  armories,  one  at  Springfield,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  North,  the  other  at  Harper's  Ferry,  for 
the  South.  In  the  public  expenditures  at  each,  there 
has  been  a  verj'  near  approach  to  equality,  it  having 
been,  at  the  former,  from  1816  to  1834,  inclusive, 
«3,411,765{  at  the  latter,  #3,230,884.  (Ex.  Doc.,  24th 
Cong.,  No.  44^  p.  365.)  An  armory  ia,  doubtless,  re- 
quired at  the  West.  The  esUblisbment  of  it  has  been 
under  consideration  for  eighteen  years.  Why  has  it  not 
been  constructed?  A  Western  man,  at  the  head  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  [Mr.  R.  M.  Jobhsov,] 
•  himself  tells  us  it  is  because  of  the  inability  of  Congress 
'*  to  reconcile  contending  interests  as  to  its  location.'' 
(House  ReporU.,  34th  Cong.,  No.  373.)  **  Contending 
Interests'*  in  what  quarter?  Of  the  East  sgainst  the 
West?  No!  In  the  heart  of  the  West  itself;  an  edifying 
example  of  the  mischievous  effects  of  this  narrow  local- 
ism of  spirit.  I  trust  that,  ao  far  as  regards  this  armory, 
tiie  evil  will  not  outlive  the  present  Congress. 

There  Is  a  like  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  various  parts 
of  the  country  in  the  distribution  of  arsenals  and  of 
depots  for  arms,  as  appeara  by  the  following  table:  (Ex. 
Doc.,  24th  Cong.,  No.  44,  p.  347.) 

NomTFx. — Augusta,  Maine  $  Watertown,  Massachusetts; 


Vergennes,  Yermonti  Watervliet,  New  York;  Rome,  New 
York;  New  York,  New  York;  Frankford,  Pennsylvania. 

South.— Washington,  District  ofColumbia;  Pikesville, 
Mar3rland;  Richmond,  Virginia;  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia; 
Augfusta,  Georgia;  Mt.  Vernon,  Alabama;  Appalachicols, 
Florida;  Charleston,  South  Carolina;  Fayetteville,  North 
Carolina. 

WxsT.-e-Detrolt,  Michigan;  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania; 
Newport,  Kentucky;  St.  Louia,  Missouri;  Bellefontaine, 
Missouri;  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  Two  new  ones,  not 
located. 

That  is^  seven  in  the  section  of  the  North  and  East,  in- 
cluding Lakes  ChampUin  and  Ontario,  and  seventeen  in 
the  two  sections  of  the  South  and  the  waters  of  the  West. 

Leaving  the  article  of  military  works,  I  proceed  to 
another  local  eaEpenditure,  that  of  light-houses. 

There  have  been  expended  on  Tight-houset,  in  the 
period  from  the  organiaation  of  the  Government  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1833,  the  following  sums:  (Ex.  Doc. 
2d  sess.  23d  Cong.,  No.  89.) 

Maine  and  Massachusetts,*    -                       -  #961,292 

New  Hampshire,        -            -                        -  82,376 

Rhode  Island,             ....  133,422 

Connecticut,               ....  175,266 

Vermont,        ....            -  6,662 

New  York -  514,955 

New  lersey, 4,925 

Pennsylvania,              ....  33,400 

Delaware,      .....  324,861 

#2,237,159 

District  of  Columbia,           -           -           -  #3^000 

Marjrland 155,847 

Virginia,        ....            -  361,338 

North  CaroKna.          ...           -  381,450 

South  Carolina,         ....  182.827 

Georgia, 275,513 

Florida,          -            -            -           -       .    -  229,791 

Alabama, 27,828 

Louisiana, 199.736 

Mississippi, 18,853 

#1,836,182 


Be  it  remembered,  in  anticipation  of  any  remark  as  to 
the  excess  of  expenditures  upon  the  Northern  division  of 
the  Union,  that  it  is  perpetually  thronged,  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  with  coasting  and  fishing  vessels^  plying 
along  shore;  that  the  registered  seamen  of  the  one  and 
the  other  division  are  in  the  proportion  of  5,442,  to 
1,010;  (Ex.  Doc.,  24th  Cong.,  No.  163;)  and  that  of 
the  entire  tonnage  of  the  country,  about  thirteen  fif- 
teenths belong  to  the  ten  first-named  Statea.  (Ex. 
Doc.  2d  sess.  23d  Cong.,  No.  167,  p.i298.) 

Now,  to  the  vexed  question  of  internal  iraprovemente. 
Tliis  expression  is  a  very  vague  one,  as  we  all  know,  in 
the  action  of  Congress,  it  is  applied  to  the  improvement 
of  the  means  of  moving  from  place  to  place,  whether  in 
bays  and  ports  of  the  sea,  or  rivers,  or  across  the  land 
by  canala  and  roads.  To  what  extent  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  in  this  matter  reaches,  and  especially 
what  interior  communications  are  to  be  deemed  national 
and  what  not,  ia  among  the  unaettled  poinU  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  The  following  table  will 
show  the  amount  expended  within  the  several  States  on 
this  class  of  public  works,  from  1789  to  1833,  inclusive: 
(Ex.  Doc.  2d  sess.  23d  Cong.,  No  89.) 

*  I  place  Maine  and  Massachusetts  together,  becauae 
the  expenditures  cover  the  period  \i1ien  they  were  one 
SUte. 
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Several  additions  to  and  comments  upon  these  tables 
are  necessary  to  the  full  understanding  of  the  facts. 

Though  Delaware  lies  almost  wholly  south  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line,  I  place  it  in  the  first  column,  because 
the  money  expended  upon  it  has  been  quite  as  much  for 
the  benefit  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  as  Dela* 
ware.  I  place  Louisiana  in  the  third  column,  because 
much  of  the  expenditures  of  the  West  have  been  for  the 
improvement  of  rivers;  and,  in  regard  to  this  point,  the 
interest  of  Louisiana  cannot  be  separated  from  that  of 
the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  would  seem,  at  first  impression,  that  the  pfoportion 
of  public  money  expended  in  this  way  south  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line,  as  compared  with  the  money  expended 
at  the  North,  was  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  three,  or, 
measuring  it  by  the  ratio  to  the  gross  population  on  each 
side  of  the  line,  one  to  two;  that  nothing  had  been  expend- 
ed in  Maryland,  next  to  nothing  in  Virginia.  If  it  were 
BO,  it  would  be  pertinent  to  refer  to  the  constitutional 
opinions  of  the  South  in  elucidation  of  the  circumstance. 
But  it  is  not  the  fact.  To  the  sum  of  573,917  dollars 
directly  expended,  we  have  to  add,  of  subscriptions 
prior  to  1834,  the  sum  of  300,000  dollars  to  the  Dismal 
Swamp  canal,  in  Virginia,  which  stock  is  at  a  discount; 
t999,000totbe  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  in  Maryland, 
at  a  loss  of  more  than  a  half  a  million,  without  reckoning 
liter  sums,  appropriated  to  the  same  object;  and  |450,0C0 
to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal,  partly  in  Dela- 
ware, and  partly  in  Maryland,  which  has  no  market  val- 
oe.  If  these  things  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
especially  if  the  calculation  on  both  sides  be  brought 
down  to  the  present  time,  the  difference  In  fiiror  of  the 
North  ranithes. 


But  the  most  interesting  points  of  comparison  as  to  this 
are  between  the  States  of  the  East  and  the  West.  Mani* 
festly,  the  sum  expended  in  the  ten  States  of  the  North 
and  Bast  is  much  less  than  the  sum  expended  in  the  eight 
States  and  two  Territories  of  the  West.  I  have  omitted 
to  reckon  the  subscription  of  ^3,500  to  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  canal,  because  of  the  value  of  the  stoeki 
but  if  the  contemplated  appropriation  to  render  that 
canal  public  should  pass  both  Houses,  it  will  add  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  to  the  sum  total  of  the  column  of  the  West. 
And  shall  we  say  nothing  of  the  Cumberland  road? 

Down  to  the  close  of  1833,  the  cost  of  the  Cumberland 
road  was  3,733,530  dollars.  To  the  same  period,  th« 
total  cost  of  internal  improvements,  fortifieMions,  and 
light-bouses,  all  together,  in  all  New  England,  was  but 
3,506,751  dolUrs.  Am  I  told  that  the  Cumberland  mad 
unites  the  Atlantic  and  the  West?  So  do  the  admirable 
public  works  constructed  at  her  own  expense  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  So  do  the  series  of  canals  and 
railways,  constructed  or  undertaken  at  the  sole  expense 
of  the  SUtes  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  from  the 
Lakes  to  Albany,  and  thence  diverging  to  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  of  Boston.  Tliat  it  adds  to  the  value  of 
the  public  lands.  So  do  these.  That  it  is  beneficial  to  the 
whole  country.  Bo  are  these.  That  it  is  a  nstional 
work.  Be  it  so,  if  you  will.  And  are  not  the  fortifica* 
tions  and  other  public  works  on  the  maritime  frontier, 
bv  tenfold  greater  force  of  reasoning,  national  in  every 
element  that  goes  to  constitute  nationality? 

To  enter  into  tirery  one  of  the  details  of  this  extensive 
subject  would  be  irksome  to  myself  and  to  the  House.  I 
abstain  from  doing  it.  The  more  you  investigate  the  que»- 
tion,  the  more  conclusivehr  will  you  make  it  appear  that 
all  these  complaints  are  nillacious  in  principle  and  un« 
founded  in  fact.  It  is  the  inside  df  a  house,  the  seat  of 
ease  and  comfort,  finding  fault  that  money  is  expended 
on  the  exposed  outside,  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
whole  edifice  and  all  its  inmstes.  It  is  impossible,  with* 
out  some  pretty  radical  change  in  the  nature  of  things, 
to  have  a  country  which  is  all  interior  and  no  part  frontier. 
That  frontier  has  the  advantage,  if  advantage  it  be,  of 
the  money  employed  in  frontier  expenses.  And  it  bears 
the  first  brunt  of  battle.  Would  it  not  be  immeasurably 
ridiculous  for  me  to  complain  that  the  Inhabitants  or 
Massachusetts,  peaceably  pursuing  their  accustomed 
avocations,  do  not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  seeing  some 
millions  of  public  money  spent  among  them  in  the  venr 
pleasant  way  it  now  circulates  in  Florida?  In  a  word, 
the  expenditures  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States* 
whether  applied  on  the  Ocean,  the  Gulf,  or  the  interior, 
are  nevertheless  expenditures  for  and  of  the  heart  of  the 
country  which  they  cover  and  protect. 

Men  of  high  public  estimation  have  soberly  affirmed 
in  Congress,  that  so  many  millions^  drawn  from  the  West, 
are  expended  on  other  parts  of  the  Union.  Self-dehision 
can  hardly  go  beyond  this  point.  I  have  shown  how  and 
where  the  public  money  is  disbursed.  A  word  as  to 
how  and  where  it  is  obtained. 

Our  revenue  from  customs  is  a  voluntary  tax  paid  by 
the  consumer  of  dutiable  merchandise.  In  proportion  to 
the  general  diffusion  of  wealth  and  competency,  and  to 
the  habits  of  expense,  characteristic  of  any  part  of  the 
country,  will  be  its  contribution  to  this  branch  of  the 
public  taxes.  It  is  obvious  to  perceive  that  the  section 
of  the  North  and  East  consumes  far  more  of  commodities 
subject  to  duty  than  either  that  cf  the  South  or  that  of 
the  West. 

Our  revenue  from  the  public  lands  has  the  appearance 
of  coming  from  the  West.  It  is  notorious,  however,  that 
fiir  the  larger  part  of  the  purchase-money  is  provided 
by  emigranU  or  capitalists  of  the  Atlantic  States.  We 
are  every  day  pouring  out  our  population  and  our  riches 
into  the  capacious  lap  of  the  West, 
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Tbere  is  one  other  topic  which  it  would  be  unjust,  in 
view  of  both  sidcB  of  the  question,  to  pats  over.  1  have 
tubmitted  authentic  details  in  regard  to  most  of  the  fixed 
public  works.  Our  marine  hospitals  on  the  seaboard  are 
paid  for  by  our  seamen  out  of  their  own  hard  earnings, 
and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject.  Some  appro- 
priations have  been  made  latterly  for  the  construction  of 
custom-houses.  The  commerce  of  the  country  demands 
it.  I  can  find  many  an  offset  for  the  cost  of  them,  by 
looking  into  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands.  But 
our  navy  yards,  and  the  current  expenses  of  the  naval 
service,  which  are  of  course  on  the  seaboard,  call  for 
consideration.  I  suppose  it  must  be  through  these  current 
expenditures  of  the  naval  service  that  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Ifr.  Gravis]  imagines  that  the  section 
of  the  North  and  East  is  growing  rich  by  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  public  money. 

It  is  true  enough  that  our  navy  yards  are  on  the  coast, 
either  of  the  Atlantic  or  the  Gulf.  I  suppose  they  would 
be  of  very  little  use  on  a  mountain  of  the  interior,  very 
little  in  the  midst  of  a  prairie.  What  slight  inequality 
there  is  in  the  fact  that  four  of  our  seven  yards  are  situ- 
ated at  the  North,  and  only  tliree  at  the  South,  has  been 
the  natural  consequence  of  circumstances  wholly  inde- 
pendent of  the  action  of  the  Government.  Where  is  the 
mercantile  marine  built,  owned,  and  manned?  Who  finds 
the  ships  which  convey  to  market  the  vast  productions  of 
the  South  and  West?  It  is  the  North,  simply  because 
the  South  has  a  local  advantage  in  the  character  of  its 
soil,  which  as  it  were  extinguishes  other  branches  of  in- 
dustry by  its  superior  productiveness,  as  the  sun  does  the 
light  of  the  stars.  Cotton-planting  is  so  profitable,  that 
ship -building  and  other  manufactures,  or  even  the  pro- 
duction of  the  necessaries  of  life,  are  comparatively  neg- 
lected by  the  people  of  the  South.  Besides,  every 
thing  connected  with  ship-building  is  done  cheaper  at  the 
North.  It  is  not  Government  patronage  which  enables 
me  to  build  a  merchant  ship  at  the  North,  and  employ 
her  at  the  South. 

In  the  country,  or  section  of  country,  where,  the 
mercantile  marine  flourishes,  there  will  the  military  ma- 
rine flourish.  You  may  transfer  it  to  other  localities, 
for  great  considerations  of  public  good;  you  may  create 
ports  to  receive  it,  where  suitable  ones  were  not  provi- 
ded by  nature.  Still,  it  is  an  exotic,  sustained  by  cost 
and  caret  not  a  hardy  plant,  springing  up  spontaneously 
in  its  native  soil. 

Now,  as  to  the  current  expenditures  for  the  service  of 
the  navy.  All  articles  of  merchandise  tend  towards 
tome  g^eat  market,  within  the  sphere  of  which  they 
are  produced.  Their  price  has  reference  to  that  mar- 
ket. To  obtain  them  on  advantageous  terms,  a  pur- 
chaser will  go,  as  a  matter  of  course,  either  to  the  place 
of  production  or  to  the  place  of  market.  This  law  of 
trade  regulates  the  actions  of  private  individuals,  look- 
ing only  to  their  own  business.  It  applies  to  the  pur- 
chases made  by  the  United  States,  with  this  additional 
circumstance,  that  the  Government  buys  on  advertised 
proposals  of  contract.  It  does  not  go  to  the  seller.  It 
tnakes  known  its  wants,  and  invites  offers.  It  is  imma- 
terial to  the  Government  where  the  contractor  lives, 
Vhere  he  collects  the  supplies  that  be  furnishes,  or 
where  the  profits  he  makes  are  to  be  invested  or  spent. 
The  Government  looks  only  to  the  quality  of  the  article 
and  the  price}  except  that,  as  in  duty  bound,  it  seeks 
for  things  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  in  preference  to  imported  merchandise.  It  opens 
a  free  competition  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  country, 
whether  he  be  of  the  North  or  the  South,  the  East  or 
the  West.  If  the  people  of  any  State — South  Carolina, 
fur  instance — do  not  put  in  for  contracts,  we  are  to  pre- 
sume it  is  because  they  do  not  produce  the  article  want- 
ed, or  have  other  business  that  is  more  profi  able. 


Ay,  but  the  still-reproached  East,  the  ever-patient 
East!  We,  it  seems,  grow  rich  by  the  expenditure 
among  us  of  the  money  of  the  United  States.  Absurd! 
We  prosper,  as  we  did  before  this  Government  existed, 
and  as  we  should  if  it  were  to  cease  to  exist  In  this  hour, 
by  the  energies  that  are  within  us(  by  the  properties  of 
character  which  our  sect  and  our  fathers  displayed  in 
the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy  of  England,  which 
brought  them  hither  to  this  New  World,  and  which 
marshalled  them  forward  irito  the  van  of  the  battles  of 
the  Revolution. 

I  aver  that  the  Government  expenditures  in  the  States 
of  the  East  are  not  sufficient  to  exert  any  sensible  effect 
upon  their  general  industry  or  prosperity.  Take  an  ex- 
ample, to  show  the  truth  of  the  case  in  the  clearest 
light.  Suppose  you  are  to  expend  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  a  ship  of  the 
line.  What  portion  of  the  materials  of  that  ship  is  fur* 
nished  by  the  SUtes  of  the  East?  Timber?  No,  that 
comes  from  Florida,  and  elsewhere  at  the  South.  Sails 
and  cordage?  Cotton  is  from  (he  South,  and  hemp 
from  Russis,  or  from  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Copper, 
iron,  lead?  These  are  from  Pennsylvania,  from  Wit- 
consin,  or  from  foreign  countries,  except  now  and  then 
a  little  iron  smelted  ^om  bog-ore  at  the  North.  Flour? 
We  import  corn  and  wheat  in  vast  quantities  for  our 
own  consumption;  we  have  none  to  sell  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment. Molasses,  sugary  rice?  None  of  these"  are 
produced  in  Yankee  land.  Fork  and  beef?  They  come 
to  us  from  the  great  pastures  of  the  interior,  from  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky  itself. 
To  scarce  any  thing  of  all  the  costly  materials  and  equip, 
ments  of  that  ship  can  New  England  lay  claim,  unless 
it  be  a  few  white-pine  spars  and  locust  treenails,  which 
are  among  the  most  insignificant  of  the  items  in  the 
charges  of  her  construction.  Some  things,  hojvever, 
our  soil  has  contributed  to  the  composition  of  the  navy. 
We  have  given  you  the  skill  and  science  to  shape  and 
combine  its  inanimate  materials,  the  productions  of  your 
forests,  your  fields,  and  your  mines,  and  to  form  these 
into  noble  fabrics,  which  walk  on  the  water  at  our  com- 
mand as  thingrs  of  life.  We  have  given  you  the  brave 
sailors,  who  man  your  gun-decks,  and  who,  in  the  dark- 
est hour  of  doubtful  warfare,  threw  themselves  into  the 
strife,  summoned  back  victory  to  your  standard,  and 
caused  its  star-spangled  folds  to  fling  themselves  out  in 
triumph  once  again  to  the  breezes  of  their  own  blue 
heaven.  These  are  the  things  which  the  East  contri- 
butes to  the  navy  of  the  Union. 

In  these  remarks,  I  act  wholly  on  the  defensive.  I 
deny  the  alleged  fact  of  inequality  in  the  distribution  of 
the  public  expenditures;  1  deny  the  alleged  causes  or 
motives  of  the  supposed  Inequality.  There  are  two 
sides  to  this  question.  If  I  chose  to  do  it,  I  could  easily 
turn  the  tables  on  gentlemen,  and  from  defence  proceed 
to  attack.  Hundreds  of  times  I  have  heard  it  complain- 
ingly  said  at  the  North*- We  pay  for  our  lands,  without 
any  favors  as  to  time,  or  reduction  as  to  price,  on  the 
part  of  Government.  No  millions  have  been  expended 
among  us  in  the  extinguishment  of  Indian  titles.  We 
have  no  profitable  pre-«mption  speculations.  No  money 
by  millions  of  dollars,  no  land  by  millions  of  acres,  has 
been  bestowed  on  us  for  aid  in  the  construction  of  canals, 
roads,  and  railways.  Our  country  is  filled  with  common 
schools  and  the  higher  institutions  of  instruction,  with 
no  thanks  to  the  rest  of  the  Union;  for  not  to  us,  as  to 
the  States  of  the  West,  has  Congress  given  9,030,469 
acres  of  public  land  for  the  uses  of  education. 

I  denounce  all  such  murmurs  against  the  West,  when 
I  hear  them  in  the  mouths  of  my  constituents  at  homei 
and  I  denounce  all  such  murmurs  sgainst  the  North, 
when  I  hear  them  in  the  mouths  of  the  members  of  this 
House.    To  the  North  I  say:  The  five  millions  expend- 
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ed  on  the  Cumberlftnd  road,  the  two  millions  of  acres  of 
public  land,  and  the  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  in 
money,  appropriated  to  similar  objects,  have  been  car- 
ried by  the  votes  of  your  own  representatives  in  Con- 
gressi  that  vast  donation  of  lands  to  the  new  States  of  the 
West  for  the  aid  of  education,  like  the  perpetual  pro- 
hibition of  slavery  in  a  ])art  of  the  same  reg^ion,  was  the 
large  and  enlightened  idea  of  your  own  Nathan  Dane) 
and  I  honor  and  applaud  the  patriotic  forecast,  and  the 
generous  liberality,  which  looked  to  the  good  of  the 
whole  nation,  instead  of  shutting  up  the  mina  in  the  nar- 
row limits  of  a  single  State.  I  am  sorry  that  the  same 
lawgiver  did  not  possess  a  yet  wider  field  for  the  opera- 
tion of  his  ordinance. 

r  To  the  West,  in  general,  I  say:  Tou  are  mistaken  as 
to  the  facts,  when  you  suppose  there  is  psKiality  in  the 
action  of  the  Federal  Congress  to  your  prejudice.  It  is 
quite  the  other  way,  as  mathematical  demonstration  will 
show. 

To  Kentucky  I  say:  The  inequalities  of  which  you 
complain  are  State  inequalities,  not  sectional  ones. 
Thus,  we  have  spent  in  New  Hampshire  for  internal  im- 
provements 35,529  dollars,  in  Vermont  nothing;  in 
North  Carolina  197,573  dollars,  in  South  Carolina  noth- 
Ingt  in  Kentucky  nothing,  and  859,124  dollars  in  Ohio. 
The  simple  juxtaposition  of  these  examples  of  inequality 
proves  that  there  is  nothing  sectional  in  the  fact,  unless 
you  mean  to  hand  over  Ohio  shd  Louisiana  to  the  East, 
in  the  same  deed,  and  by  the  same  rule  of  transfer, 
which  carry  Virginia. 

To  every  member  of  this  House,  whatever  spot  of  the 
Union  be  represents,  I  say:  Away  with  these  local  com- 
plaintsi  I  am  ashamed  of  them;  they  are  unworthy  of  an 
American  Congress.  I  have  three  sufficient  answers 
for  all  such  complaints.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  immate- 
rial to  me  where  the  money  of  an  appropriation  is  to  be 
expended.  Is  the  appropriation  constitutional?  Is  it 
required  by  the  public  service?  These  are  the  ques- 
tions to  be  asked.  In  the  second  place,  there  is  no  just 
foundation  for  the  complaints.  I  concur  to  the  letter 
in  the  sentiment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Tboxpsov,]  that  a  union  of  States,  such  as  ours, 
like  the  relations  of  private  friendship,  to  be  lasting, 
must  be  one  of  perfect  equality.  I  say  this  equality  ex- 
ists to  all  practical  purposes,  on  a  fair  and  general  view 
of  the  great  sections  of  the  Union.  And  if  a  State  were 
to  come  here  and  say  it  could  not  be  loyal  without 
money,  I  would  sooner  spend  money  on  it  needlessly, 
lavishly,  wastefully,  ay,  throw  money  away  on  it,  than 
see  it  disaffected  for  want  of  expenditures  within  it, 
under  the  impression  that  it  is  unfairly  treated  by  Con- 
gres9  or  the  sister  States.  Finally,  whatever  inequali- 
ties of  this  kind  there  might  be,  1  say  they  would  be 
counterbalanced  a  thousand-fold  by  the  general  benefits 
of  the  Union — the  exemption  of  the  States  from  domes- 
tic wars,  border  differences,  impediments  of  intercourse — 
and  their  unity  of  force  in  foreign  affairs.  It  is  fre- 
quently said  by  gentlemen  from  the  West,  that  the  cost 
of  Louisiana  and  Florida  should  not  be  charged  to  the 
receipts  of  the  public  lands,  because  of  the  political  ad- 
vantag^es  of  the  acquiaition  to  the  whole  Union.  Be  it 
so,  but  let  the  same  rule  be  applied  to  other  public  ex- 
penditures. Remember  that  great  objects  cannot  be 
attained  except  by  the  compromise  and  sacrifice  of 
minor  objects.  Call  to  mind  the  strikingly  pertinent 
observations  of  a  celebrated  statesman  in  reference  to 
this  subject:  **AI1  government,  indeed  every  human 
benefit  and  enjoyment,  every  virtue,  end  every  prudent 
act,  ia  founded  on  con^promise  and  barter.  We  balance 
inconveniences;  we  give  and  takcj  we  remit  some  rights, 
that  ire  may  enioy  otherst  and  we  choose  rather  to  be 
happy  citizens  than  subtle  disputants.  As  we  must  give 
natural  liberty  ^o  enjoy  civil  advantages,  so  we 


must  sacrifice  some  civil  liberties,  for  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  communion  and  fellowship  of  a 
great  empire."  This  consideration  lies  at  the  v^ery 
foundation  of  a  Union  which,  in  its  beautiful  system, 
realizes  the  dreams  of  St.  Pierre  and  Rousseau,  of  aeon* 
tinent  confederated  in  the  cause  of  civilization  and 
peace. 

In  conclusion  of  all  the  statistical  details  with  which  I 
have  troubled  the  House,  I  have  these  further  fiiets  to 
present.  The  electoral  colleges  of  New  England  have 
supported  Southern  men  for  the  chief  msgistracy  of  this 
nation  three  times  unanimously,  once  with  but  one  neg- 
ative, again  by  large  majorities— but  from  the  organiza^ 
tion  of  the  Government  to  this  day,  only  nine  votes  have 
been  thrown  by  all  the  SUtes  south  of  the  Potomac  for 
presidential  candidates  north  of  that  river.  Add  to 
which,  the  corresponding  fsct  of  one  or  the  other  of 
two  candidates  for  the  presidency,  presented  by  the 
West,  having  been  warmly  supported  by  nearly  the  en- 
tire mass  of  the  population  of  New  England.  I  do  not 
speak  of  this  in  reproach  of  the  South  or  the  West, 
but  simply  in  vindication  of  the  justice  and  fairness  of 
the  North. 

Our  country,  with  all  its  sectional  diversity  of  views 
and  feelings,  is  one.  It  is  one  in  the  rich,  manly,  vigor- 
ous, expressive  language  we  speak,  which  is  become 
the  vernacular  tongue  as  it  were  of  parliamentary  elo- 
quence,  the  very  dialect  of  constitutional  freedom.  It  is 
one  in  the  fame  of  our  fathers,  and  in  the  historical  remi- 
niscences which  belong  to  us  as  a  nation.  It  is  one  in  the 
political  principles  of  republicanism  which  we  feel  and 
profess  in  common,  no  matter  in  what  spot  of  earth  our 
portion  be  cast.  It  is  one  in  the  substantial  basis  of  our 
manners,  in  the  warp,  at  least,  of  which  the  web  is  wo- 
ven, it  is  one  in  the  ties  of  friendship,  sffinity,  and 
blood,  binding  us  together  throughout  the  whole  extent 
of  the  land,  in  the  associations  of  trade,  of  emigration, 
and  of  marriage.  It  is  one  in  the  general  balance  of  in- 
terests  and  of  business,  arising  from  our  mutual  wants 
and  the  reciprocal  interchanges  of  the  products  of  our 
industry.  It  is  one  in  our  exterior  relations,  protected 
as  these  are  by  the  honored  fiag  of  the  Union.  ^  It  is 
one  in  that  glorious  constitution,  the  best  inheritance 
transmitted  to  as  by  our  fathers,  the  monument  of  their 
wisdom  and  their  virtue,  under  whose  shelter  we  live 
and  flourish  as  a  people. 

One  we  are  in  fact,  one  should  we  be  in  sentiment. 
To  this  great  republic,  union  is  peace,  union  is  grand- 
eur, union  is  power,  union  is  honor,  union  is  every 
thing  which  a  free-spirited  and  mighty  nation  should 
glory  to  possess.  To  us  all,  next  to  independence,  next  to 
liberty,  nextto  honor,  be  we  persuaded  that  a  cordial  and 
abiding  confederacy  of  the  American  people  is  the  great- 
est of  earthly  goods.  We,  the  several  States  which  com- 
pose it,  entered  into  it  with  conciliation  to  the  people  of 
our  sister  States  in  our  hearts,  and  compromise  of  all 
secondary  interests  in  our  sets.  Thus  let  us  persevere, 
with  the  same  emotions,  fresh  and  bright  as  in  the  first 
conception,  and  welling  forth  in  exhaustless  abundance 
from  our  bosoms;  feeling  that,  like  the  fabled  fountains 
of  Florida,  they  are  capable  to  communicate  matchless 
beauty  and  everlasting  youth  to  this  our  beloved  republic. 
That,  unlike  other  political  societies,  this  will  endure 
unchangeable  forever,  I  cannot  hope;  but  I  pray  to  Ood, 
if,  in  the  decrees  of  his  providence,  he  have  any  mercy  in 
store  for  me,  not  to  suffer  me  to  behold  the  hour  of  its  dis- 
solution: its  glory  extinct;  the  banner  of  its  pride  rent 
and  trampled  in  the  dust;  its  nationality  a  moral  of  his- 
tory; its  grandeur,  a  lustrous  vision  of  the  morning  slum- 
ber, vanished;  its  liberty,  a  disembodied  spirit,  brooding,, 
like  the  genius  of  the  past,  amid  the  prostrate  monu- 
ments of  its  old  msgnificence. 
And  there  is^  in  the  burning  chambera  of  the  dread 
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bereftAer,  no  infinite  of  wrath  vast  enough  for  him*  who, 
Enitostratus-iike,  to  be  remembered  onlf  for  infmmy. 
■ball  app]^  the  torch  of  destruction  to  this  fair  Epbesian 
temple  of'^our  Union.  That  time,  in  some  long*  long 
future  age,  and  that  person  may  come,  for  the  overthrow 
of  our  country.  Accursed  be  the  traitor,  whensoever 
and  wheresoever  shall  be  his  advent  among  us,  like  the 
spirit  of  evil,  issuing  from  his  realms  or  darkness  to 
trouble  the  pure  bliss  of  Paradise.  To  him  that  shall 
compass  or  plot  the  dissolution  of  this  Union,  I  would 
apply  language  resembling  what  I  remember  to  have 
seen  of  an  old  anathema:  Wherever  fire  burns  or  water 
runst  wherever  ship  floats  or  land  is  tilled;  wherever 
the  skies  vault  themselves,  or  the  lark  carols  to  the  dawn, 
or  sun  shines,  or  earth  greens  in  his  ray;  wherever  Ood 
is  worshipped  in  temples  or  heard  in  thunder;  wherever 
man  is  honored  or  woman  loved— there,  from  thence- 
forth and  forever,  shall  there  be  to  him  no  part  or  lot  in 
the  honor  of  man  or  the  love  of  woman.  Ixion's  revolv- 
ing wheel,  the  overmantling  cup  at  which  Tantalus  nuiy 
not  slake  his  unquenchable  thirst,  the  insatiable  vulture 
gnawing  at  the  immortal  heart  of  Prometheus,  the  rebel 
giants  writhing  in  the  volcanic  fires  of  iBtna^  are  but  faint 
types  of  his  doom. 

I  speak  plainly  and  strongly,  as  I  feel,  and  without 
mincing  my  words;  because  I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  every  man,  and  especially  of  us,  who  are  anKmg  the 
appointed  sentinels  of  the  constitution,  to  look,  well  to 
these  the  issues  of  life  and  death  to  thisnation.  I  do  not, 
I  cannot,  I  will  not,  believe  that  opinions,  adverse  here- 
to, exist  any  where  within  the  bounds  of  the  republic; 
and  I  would  forestall  their  possible  future  up-springing. 
I  would  have  our  allegiance  to  the  Union  unshaken  and 
unshakeable;  our  constancy  in  the  public  cause,  fixed  as 
the  north  star  in  the  firmament;  our  dedication  to  its  In- 
.  terests,  a  vestal  fire  burning  on  with  an  unextinguishable 
flame  forever.  Here,  in  the  eyes  of  our  countrymen 
and  of  the  world,  with  the  muse  of  history  before  us  to 
record  our  deeds  and  our  words,  let  us,  like  Hannibal  at 
the  altar  of  his  gods,  swear  eternal  faithfiilness  to  our 
country,  eternal  hatred  to  its  foes.  Show  we  that  we 
are  wedded  to  the  Union  for  weal  and  for  wo,  as  the 
fondest  lover  would  hug  to  his  heart  the  bride  bound  to 
him  in  the  first  bright  ardor  of  young  possession.  We 
have  not  purposed  to  embark  in  this  venture  only  to 
sail  over  the  smooth  surface  of  a  summer  sea,  with  hope 
and  pleasure  to  waft  us  joyously  along,  but  with  resolved 
spirits,  resdy  to  meet,  like  true  men,  whatever  of  dan- 
ger and  vicissitude  may  descend  upon  our  voyage,  and 
to  stand  up  gallantly  for  the  treasure  of  honor  and  faith 
intrusted  to  our  charge.  Rally  we,  then,  to  the  stripes 
and  stars,  as  the  symbol  of  glory  to  us,  and  the  harbinger 
of  liberty  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  So  long  as  a 
shred  of  that  sacred  standard  remains  to  us,  let  us  cling 
to  it  with  such  undying  devotion  as  the  Christian  pil- 
grims of  the  middle  age  cherished  the  least  fragment  of 
the  cross;  and  let  us  fly  to  its  rescue,  when  periled, 
whether  by  foreign  or  domestic  assault,  as  they  did  to 
■natch  the  holy  sepulchre  from  the  desecration  of  the 
Infidel. 

When  Mr.  Cusnvo  had  concluded, 
Mr.  HAYNBS  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Whatever  opinions  msy  be  entertained  upon  the  sub- 
ject now  under  consideration,  it  cannot  be  thoroughly 
and  correctly  understood  without  reference  to  the  early 
legislation  of  the  country,  and  the  claims,  so  pertina- 
ciously set  up  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  States,  that  the 
waste  lands  held  by  certain  other  States  were  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  Union.  It  is  not  here  necessary  to 
inquire  at  what  period  or  by  what  State  this  claim  was 
set  up,  as  these  facts  may  be  readily  ascertained  by  an 
ezamioation  of  the  journals  of  the  Congreas  of  the  Con- 


federation. Nor  can  it  be  for  a  moment  apprehended 
that  any  attempt  will  be  made  (o  evade  or  deny  the  as* 
sertion  that  sueh  a  claim  was  made  to  these  lands,  as  the 
common  property  of  the  Union,  on  the  ground  that  they 
had  been  acquired  by  the  common  efforts  and  expendi* 
tures  of  that  Union.  Every  one  conversant  with  the  hie- 
tory  of  revolutionary  times  knows  that  the  ratification 
of  the  articles  of  confederation  was  postponed  and  sus* 
pended  by  several  of  the  States,  in  the  hope  of  coercing 
this  concession  from  such  States  as  possessed  waste  and 
unappropriated  lands.  Such  were  the  apprehensione 
entertained  of  the  effects  to  be  expected  from  the  delay 
of  their  ratification,  as  to  call  into  exercise  the  efforts  of 
our  generous  and  powerful  ally,  the  King  of  France^  to 
induce  the  States  which  insisted  most  obstinately  upon 
this  prerequisite  to  waive  their  objections,  and  perfeet 
the  Union  by  ratifying  the  articles  of  confederation. 
Congress,  from  time  to  time,  both  for  the  purpose  of 
satisfying  the  claims  of  the  dissatisfied  States,  and  for 
the  further  purpose  of  providing  a  fund  for  the  payment 
of  the  debt  of  the  Revolution,  and  for  bounty  to  the  offi« 
cers  and  soldiers  who  entered  the  service  for  and  during 
the  war,  urged  the  States  to  cede  these  waste  and  unap* 
propriated  lands.  It  may  be  true  that  a  majority  of  the 
States  never  did  recognise  the  claim  thus  set  up  for  the 
Union,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  such  clsim  operated 
powerfully  to  induce  the  several  States  which  owned  un- 
appropriated lands  to  cede  them,  or  a  portion  of  them, 
to  the  Union. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  cession  from,  the  State 
of  New  York,  of  the  9th  of  March,  1780,  the  motives  re- 
ferred to  are  distinctly  expresssd  in  the  following  terme: 
«  Whereas  nothing  under  Divine  Providence  can  more 
effectually  contribute  to  the  tranquillity  and  safety  of  the 
United  States  of  America  than  a  federal  alliance,  on  such 
liberal  principles  as  will  give  satisfaction  to  its  respective 
members;  and  whereas  the  articles  of  confederation  and 
perpetual  union  recommended  by  the  honorable  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America  have  not  proved 
acceptable  to  all  the  States,  it  having  been  conceived 
that  a  portion  of  the  waste  and  uncultivated  territory 
within  the  limits  or  claims  of  certain  States  ought  to  be 
appropriated  as  a  common  fund  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war;  and  the  people  of  this  State  of  New  York  beingv 
on  all  occasions,  disposed  to  manifest  their  regard  for 
their  sister  Ststes:"  •*  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  that  the  territory  which  may  be  ceded 
or  relmquished  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  and  enure 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as 
shall  become  members  of  the  federal  alliance  of  the  said 
States,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.*' 
Whether  this  cession  from  the  State  of  New  York  coup 
veyed  anything  or  nothing  to  the  Union,  the  motives 
which  influenced  it  are  alone  to  be  considered,  to  in- 
duce the  dissatisfied  States  to  ratify  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, which  was  not  finally  done  until  the  1st  of 
March,  1781,  and  to  provide  a  common  fund  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Union. 

Following  up  the  example,  and  in  furtherance  of  the 
principle  of  New  York,  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  certain  reservations,  did,  on  the  20tti  of  Oc- 
tober, 1783,  pass  an  act  ceding  her  territory  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  to  the  United  States,  upon  condition  **  that 
all  the  Itnds  with  in  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of 
the  aforesaid  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such 
of  the  United  States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become* 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the 
said  States,  Virginia,  inclusive,  according  to  their  usual 
respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure, and  shall  be  faithfully  and  booafideditpoMd 
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of  for  that  p<irpoie»  and  for  no  other  uie  or  porpote 
wbttsoevcr." 

The  termi  of  tho  cession  made  bj  MasaacbusettSy  on 
the  19ih  April,  1785,  are  <*  (ransfer,  quit  claim,  cede, 
and  convey  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for  their 
benefit,  Massachusetts  inclusiTe,  all  rif^ht,  title,  and  es- 
tate, of  and  in,  as  well  the  soil  as  the  jurisdiction, ''  &c. 
Connecticut,  by  her  act  bearing  date  the  14th  October, 
1786,  cedes  **  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, for  the  common  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  States, 
Connecticut  inclusive."    North  Carolina,  by  her  act  of 
cesnon  of  3d  April,  1790,  cedea  her  waste  lands,  with 
certain  reservations,  <*  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United   States  of  North  America, 
North  Carolina  inclusive,  according  to  their  respective 
snd  usual  proportion  in  the  general  charee  and  expend- 
iture, and  shall  be  faithfully  disposed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever."    In 
like  manner,  Georgia,  by  her  compact  of  cession,  en- 
tered into  with  the  United  States  on  the  2d  of  April, 
1803,  after  expressing   certain  other  stipulations,  de- 
clares, «  that  all  the  lands  ceded  by  this  agreement  to 
the  United  States  shall,  afler  satisfying  the  above-men- 
tioned payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  grants 
recognised  by  the  previous  conditions,  be  considered  as 
a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  Georgia  included,  and    shall   be    faithfully  dis- 
posed of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  pur- 
pose whatever."    Aa  the  phraseology  of  the  cessions 
from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  is  somewhat  peculiar, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  show  what  was  the  mode  of 
ascertaining  the  <*  usual   respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure"  of  the  several  States 
of  the  confederation!  although  it  may  not  be  difficult  to 
show  that  thia  particular  mode  of  expression  in  no  re^ 
spect  varies  the  character  of  the  ceasions  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia  from  those  of  the  other  States,  nor 
can  it  be  made  the  foundation  for  a  mode  of  distribution 
differing  in  the  smallest  degree  from  that  eatablished  by 
the  cessions  from  the  other  States. 

The  eighth  article  of  confederation  prescribes  the  rule 
by  which  the  requisitions  upon  the   States  lor  money 
shall  be  regulated,  and  ia  in  the  following  terms:    **  All 
charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  that  shall  be  in- 
curred for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
shall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common   Treasury,  which 
shall  be  supplied  by  the  several  States  in  proportion  to 
the  valae  of  all  land  within  each  State^  granted  to,  or 
surveyed  for,  any  person,  as  such  land,  and  (he  buildings 
snd  improvements  thereon,  shall  be  estimsted  according 
to  such  mode  as  the  United  States,  in  Cong^ress  assem- 
bled,   shall,  from   time  to  time,  direct  and  appoint." 
When  it  is  remembered  that  the  Congress  of  the  con- 
federation possessed  no  powers  of  taxation,  properly  so 
called,  either  direct  or  indirect;  that  the  only  mode  of 
creatinif  revenue  was  by  requisitions  upon  tbesevc'*al 
Slates;  that  several  of  the  States  did,  for  aseries  of  years, 
contend  that  the  waste  land,  lying  in  any  one  of  the 
States,  was  rightfully  the  property  of  the  Union;  that 
the  ratification  of  the  articles  of  confederation  was  de< 
layed  for  the  purpose  of  procuring,  if  possible,  the  re- 
cognition of  this  principle;  that  the   first  cession  was 
HMKle  in  reference  to  such  claim,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  their  ratification;  and   especially,  when  we 
collate  the  article  above  quoted  with  the  language  of  the 
various  cessions,  it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  to  give 
such  a  strained  construction  to  the  plain  import  of  plain 
language,  as  to  derive  for  Congress,  from  the  terms  of 
any  single  cession,  the  power  to  distribute  the  proceeds 
of  the  saleaof  the  public  lands  smong  the  several  States. 
But  to  be  more  explicit.    The  cession  from  Virginia, 
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which,  it  ie  contended,  conveys  the  power  to  distribute 
the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  land,  con* 
veys  that  land  to  the  United  States  asa  <*commonfund." 
The  article  of  confederation  above  quoted  declares  that 
*'  all  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  that  shsll. 
be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare, and  allowed  by  the  United  States,  shall  be  defrayed 
out  of  a  common  Treasury."  The  Virginia  cession  pro* 
vides  that  the  land  ceded  shall  be  a  common  fund,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Slates,  <*  according  to  their  usual  re- 
spective proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture," and  for  no  other  purpose.  The  article  of  con- 
federation provides  that  Uie  "common  Treasury  shall 
be  supplied  by  the  several  States,"  according  to  th« 
standard  therein  directed.  Both  instruments  provide 
the  same  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  ob- 
jects: a  "common  fiind,"  a  "common  Treasury,"  to 
meet  "  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  which  shall 
be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare." In  the  one  case,  the  "common  Treasury" is  to 
be  raised  by  requisitions  upon  the  respective  States;  and 
in  the  other,  the  "  common  fund"  ia  created  by  the  pa- 
triotic and  distinguished  Hberality  of  a  single  State. 
Could  it  have  been  possible,  without  using  the  same 
terms,  to  have  expressed  an  entire  concurrence  of  pur- 
pose more  perfectly  than  it  ia  expressed  in  the  article  of 
confederation  referred  to,  and  the  cessions  from  the 
various  States,  especially  the  SUte  of  Virginia?  Other 
considerations  enforce  this  view  of  the  subject  as  con- 
clusively as  if  it  bad  been  established  by  mathematical 
demonstration. 

At  the  time  the  several  cessions  were  made,  no  man 
ever  dreamed  that  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  would 
ever  furnish  a  fund  for  distribution  among  the  States. 
The  country  was  overwhelmed  with  debt;  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  the  power  to  enforce  the  collection  of  re- 
quisitions of  money  from  the  States;  and  the  strongest 
fears  were  entertained  that  the  pressure  c^  common  dan- 
ger being  withdrawn,  the  arch  of  the  Union  would  tum- 
ble into  ruins.     To  meet  the  crisis — to  ••  render  the  fed^ 
eral  constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  Govera- 
ment  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union"— the  conven- 
tion was  assembled  in  1789,  whose  consultations  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  admirable  constitution  under 
which  we  now  live.    What  were  the  exigencies  of  Gov- 
ernment for  which  the  convention  was  required  to  pro- 
vide?   The  most  important  and  pressing  was  the  cro^ 
tion  of  a  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  by 
the  adoption  of  such  a  system  of  taxation  as  might  en- 
able the  Government  to  meet  its  pecuniary  responsibiK- 
ties  without  the  delays,  and  vexations,  and  disappoint- 
ments, and  refusals,  which  had  invariably  attended  the 
plan  of  raising  revenue  by  requishions  upon  the  respect- 
ive States.     And  yet,  in  this  state  of  things,  when  the 
Government  was  bankrupt— when  the  States  were  re- 
sorting to  the  extraordinary  measure  of  creating  a  gen' 
eral  central  Government,  and  giving  to  it  the  power  of 
direct  taxation  over  their  citisens,  and  the  entire  control 
of  their  commerce,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  "a  com- 
mon fund"  for  the  redemption  of  their  common  debt, 
and  when  scarcely  any  other  exigency  could  have  in- 
duced them  to  make  such  concessions—we  are  now 
gravely  told  that  the  "common  fend,"  created  by  the 
cessions  of  portions  of  their  public  hmds  by  the  SUte^ 
for  meeting  "their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the 
general  charge  and  expenditure,"  and  "  for  no  other 
use  or  purpose  whatsoever,"  was  merely  intended  to 
enable  this  General  Government  to' collect  money  from 
the  people  of  the  United  States  with  one  hand,  and  dis- 
tribute it  to  the  Governments  severally  with  the  other. 
And  not  only  this,  but  that,  in  doing  so,  "their  usual 
respective  proportions  in  the  general  expenditure  should 
be  entirely  disregarded." 
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HftTing  Tcry  briefly  and  imperfectly  adverted'  to  the 
cettioiw  of  public  lands  from  the  several  States,  it  is 
proper  and  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the 
contracts  bv  which  other  public  lands  have  been  ac- 
quired by  the  United  Statesi  and  here  it  is  not  intended 
to  follow  the  track  which  has  been  generally  pursued  by 
those  entertaining  the  same  views  upon  this  subject. 
Much  has  been  said  of  the  comparative  cost  and  revenue 
of  the  public  lands.  With  great  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  others,  this  is  not  believed  to  be  the  roost 
Correct  view  of  the  subject.  It  has  already  been  shown 
that  the  sessions  of  land  by  the  several  States  to  the 
Union  were  intended  as  contributions  to  that  **  common 
Treasury'^  spoken  of  in  the  articles  of  confederation,  to 
meet  the  **  expenses  incurred  for  the  common  defence,** 
as  expressed  in  the  same  article,  and  for  *<  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatsoever,"  as  is  expressly  provided  in  the 
cession  from  Virginia.  It  is  believed  that  as  little  diffi- 
culty exists  in  showing  that  the  purchases  from  foreign 
nations  belong  to  the  same  **  common  fund'*  with  the 
lands  received  from  the  States  of  this  Union.  It  is  not 
necessary  here  t(»  state  an  account  of  debit  and  credit 
between  the  land  fund  and  tax  fund,  for  the  purpose  of 
thowing  on  which  side  a  balance  may  preponderate,  al- 
though such  comparison  may  fall  into  a  subsequent  part 
of  this  inquiry.  It  will  be  suflBeient  to  show  by  what 
means  such  purchases  of  lands  were  effected.  No  man 
at  all  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  country  can  be 
Ignorant  that  Louisiana  was  purchased  from  Fmnce,  and 
Florida  from  &pain;  nor  that  the  first  coat  fifteen  and 
the  Utter  five  millions  of  dollars,  without  estimating  in- 
terest, difference  of  exchange,  or  any  other  Incidental 
Charge  (  nor  will  it  be  pretended  that  they  were  not  paid 
for  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  out  of  that  very  **  com- 
mon Treasury"  designed  to  provide  for  the  *<  common 
defence*'  of  the  whole  Union,  as  contradistinguished 
from  its  separate  parts.  How,  then,  can  it  be  pretended 
that  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  lands  acquired 
by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  aiands  upon 
different  ground,  with  respect  to  distribution,  from  money 
brought  into  the  Treasury  by  taxation?  Nur  can  this 
view  of  the  subject  be  too  clearly  or  strongly  enforced 
upon  the  public  mind. 

The  present  constitution  had  for  its  object  the  perpe- 
tuity of  the  Union,  and  for  that  purpoae  conferred  on 
the  Federal  Government  certain  powers,  to  be  exercised 
for  certain  defined  and  specified  purposes,  and  no  others. 
Among  these  was  the  power  **  to  levy  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excisest"  and  for  what  purpoM? 
**  To  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  The 
«•  common  defence,"  *Mlie  general  welfare"  of  the 
United  SUtea—that  <«  defence"  and  that  **  welfare,*' 
which  are  "  common"  and  •«  general"  to  the  <•  United 
States**  as  a  confederacy,  as  a  whole,  as  contrasted  with 
and  distinguished  from  its  several  parts— not  that  vague 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  understood  by 
ibme  to  confer  unlimited  power  of  tixation  and  appro- 
priation upon  this  Government,  but  such  as  may  be  pro- 
vided for  and  promoted  by  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
definitely  and  specifically  granted  in  the  constitution, 
and  by  no  other.  If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  cor- 
rect-—and  it  is  not  only  intact,  but  believed  to  be  intangi- 
ble—it follows  irresistibly  that  Louisiana  and  Florida 
were  paid  for  out  of  the  tax  fund  collected  out  of  the 
poclcets  of  the  people  for  certain  apecified  purposes; 
and,  as  an  unavoidable  consequence,  that  the  public  lands 
•within  their  limits  are  bound,  by  every  principle  of  law 
and  equity,  to  stand  in  the  place  of  the  fund  from  which 
they  were  paid  for.  It  then  results  in  this:  that  this 
Government,  for  the  better  providing  tor  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,  appropriated  a  portion  of 
the  public  money  collected  from  the  people  in  the  pur- 


chase of  stock,  to  be  thereafter  disposed  of  to  the  best 
advantage  for  the  promotion  of  the  objects  for  which 
the  taxea  were  raised,  and  is  therefore  the  trustee  of  the 
people  for  the  faithful  application  of  the  proceeds  of 
that  stock  for  such  purposes,  and  no  other.  It  is  use* 
less  to  answer,  that  as  the  stock  is  worth  more  than  the 
money  it  cost,  the  Statea  are  entitled,  as  bodies  pofitio 
and  corporate,  to  the  profits,  by  a  ratable  distribution 
among  them.  The  fund  with  which  these  purchases 
were  made  was  not  contributed  by  the  States.  It  was 
contributed  in  the  form  of  **  faxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises,**  directly  by  the  people.  How,  then,  cin  Con* 
greas  take  a  fund,  or  the  proceeds  of  such  fund,  con- 
tributed by  the  people  in  their  individual  character,  for 
certain  definite  purposes,  **  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence,"  &c.,  and  distribute  it  among  the  State  Gov* 
ernments?  The  thing  is  utterly  absurd  and  impossible 
upon  any  fair  constitutional  principle.  To  close  thia 
branch  of  the  aubiect,  it  is  asserted,  without  the  fear  of 
successful  contradiction,  that  as  Congress  can  alone  raise 
revenue  by  taxation  for  purposes  common  to  the  Union, 
and  has  appropriated  a  portion  of  the  revenue  so  raised 
to  the  purchase  of  lands,  that  body  is,  to  that  extent,  the 
trustee  of  the  people,  and  bound  for  the  faithful  applica* 
tion  of  the  whole  trust  propeHy  to  the  purposes  and 
objects  for  which  alone  the  money  with  which  it  was 
paid  for  was  raised.  This  view  of  the  subject  is  atill 
more  strongly  enforced  by  the  conaideration  that  the 
whole  of  the  public  expenses,  ordinary  and  extraordi* 
nary,  including  an  amount  of  public  debt  exceeding  four 
hundred  milfions  of  dollars,  have  been  met  and  discharg- 
ed exclusively  by  the  fund  raised  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people  by  direct  or  indirect  taxation.  This  asser- 
tion iji  not  too  strong  when  we  advert  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  28lh  of  April,  1836, 
by  which  it  appears  that,  by  a  fair  statement  of  the  ac« 
count  current  between  the  tax  fund  and  the  land  fund, 
technically  so  called,  by  the  returns  rendered  up  to  the 
18th  day  of  the  same  month  of  April,  the  balance  due 
the  land  fund  was  only  $3,016,961  68,  not  much  more 
than  one  tenth  of  the  sum  now  claimed  to  be  subject  to 
distribution  for  the  years  1833,  1834.  and  1835.  What 
show  of  justice,  then,  would  there  be  in  such  a  scheme 
of  distribution,  by  which  the  money  collected  from  the 
people,  and  paid  for  public  lands,  shall  be  squandered* 
when  received  back  again  from  the  sale  of  these  lands, 
among  the  Governments  of  the  SUtes  of  this  Union  f 
The  catchword  has  been,  that  as  the  public  revenue 
had  accumulated  greatly  beyond  the  neceasary  wants  of 
the  Government,  let  it  be  returned  to  the  people  again 
by  distribution.  Of  all  the  humbugs  created  in  this  age 
of  invention  for  ministering  food  for  political  ambitioa 
or  pecuniary  cupidity,  this  is  the  most  preposterous  and 
absurd.  Distribute  money  among  the  people,  forsooth ! 
The  scheme  is  to  distribute  it  to  the  regularly  organised 
State  Governments.  It  need  not  be  said  that  the  iuten* 
tion  is  to  corrupt  these  Governments  by  giving  them  an 
interest  at  war  with  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  but 
it  requires  no  exercise  of  the  imagii»ation  to  perceive 
that  such  would  be  the  inevitable  result. 

Already  have  we  heard  it  more  than  whispered,  from  e 
quarter  most  ominous,  that  if  the  revenue  shall  be  so  re- 
duced by  this  notable  scheme  of  distribution  as  to  pro- 
duce a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  for  defraying  the  ordi- 
nary expenditures  of  the  Government,  the  duties  on 
wines  will  admit  of  augmentation,  and  those  on  ailks  be 
augmented  or  reatored,  according  as  they  are  now  sub- 
ject to  or  free  from  duty.*  But  what  is  the  plan  of  dis- 

*  In  Mr.  Clay*s  last  elaborate  speech  upon  the  bill  for 
distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  land  aales,  he  is  under- 
stood to  have  said,  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the  distri- 
bution propcaed,  there  should  not  be  money  in  the 
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Cribution  now  proposed  for  cor  tdoplton^  Ai  before 
•tatedf  intteiul  of  returning  money  to  the  pockets  of  the 
people  from  whom  it  had  been  previously  collected »  it 
contemplates  diTidinur  it  among  the  State  GoTernments. 
The  cession  from  Virginia  provides  that  the  land  shall 
constitute  a  *«  common  fund,"  according  to  the  **usu8l 
proportions  of  the  States  in  the  general  charge  and  ex* 
penditure»  according  to  the  rule  established  by  the 
articles  of  confederation."  The  federal  constitution,  in 
changing  the  mode  of  creating  and  collecting  revenue, 
retained  a  rule  analogous  to  that  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation by  which  direct  taxes  should  be  apportioned 
among  the  States— the  rule  of  firderal  numbers.  While 
the  bill  under  consideration  proposes  to  distribute  ac- 
cording to  this  rule,  it  is  not  until  fifteen  per  cent,  have 
been  previously  secured  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  snd  Louisiana, 
and  to  those  at  the  Northwest,  the  benefttsof  the  expend* 
itures  already  made  in  building  and  repairing  the  Cum* 
berUnd  road,  without  any  charge  or  deduction,  except 
the  nominal  reimbursement  from  t)»e  two  per  cent,  fund 
originally  set  apart  for  ita  construction.  It  ia  true,  the 
federaJ  constitution  has  set  up  no  sundsrd  by  which 
money  oe  other  favors  shall  be  distributed  among  the 
States<  and  this  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  show  that  no  such 
distribution  was  ever  intended  by  i*.  But  if  the  rule  of 
direct  taxation  is  settled,  invariable,  and,  as  far  aa  may 
be,  equitable  between  tt>e  States,  it  may  be  fairly  con- 
eluded,  that  if»  under  any  circumstances,  a  distribution 
of  public  money  among  them  should  ever  be  made,  it 
WouJJ  be  regulated  by  the  same  standard.  It  is  again 
asserted,  that  no  rule  of  diatribution  of  money  different 
from  the  one  established  for  regulating  direct  taxation 
could  possibly  be  consistent  with  the  constitution.  But 
in  addition,  it  is  fearlessly  ssserted  that,  astheconstituiion 
isagrant  of  defined  and  specified  powers  to  carry  into 
effect  objecu  equally  definite,  the  power  sought  to  be 
exercised  by  this  bill  is  totally. repugnant  to  its  most  ob- 
vious principles.  It  hss  been  aaked,  what  shall  be  done 
with  the  redundant  revenue  with  which  the  Treasury  is 
now  overloaded?  To  the  comprehension  of  a  pisin  un- 
derstanding there  does  not  seem  to  be  much  mystery  in 
the  matter.  If  the  land  fund  is  sufficient  to  meet  the 
necessary  expenditures,  repeal  the  whole  of  your  taxes, 
if  not  sufficient^  repeal  a  purt  of  them.  If  more  thtn 
sufficient,  repeal  the  whole  of  the  tariff;  and  curtail  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  by  limiting  it  to  actual  settlers, 
and  to  actual  settlers  alone;  and,  in  connexion  with  this 
latter  subject,  establish  an  equitable  system  of  gradua- 
tion in  the  price,  according  to  the  period  which  the  land 
baa  remained  subject  to  entry  at  the  minimum  price  es- 
Ublished  by  ihe  Government. 

It  might  not  be  difficult  to  expatiate  upon  the  general 
course  of  public  affairs,  not  only  since  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  present  administration,  but  from  the  adop- 
tion of  our  present  form  of  Government  i  but  it  is  not 
now  considered  necenary. 

On  one  topic  of  general  discussion  within  the  last  three 
years,  a  single  remark  may  not  be  inappropriate.    Be* 

Treasury  to  meet  ordinary  expenditures,  the  duties  on 
wines  snd  silks  might  be  restored  or  inbressed.  This  is 
ominous,  but  it  is  not  the  only  circumstance  going  to 
aboir  the  connexion  of  his  scheme,  and  the  scheme  of 
Mr.  Cslhoun,  with  the  continuance,  and,  if  necessary, 
the  increase  of  a  high  tariff*.  It  is  sufficient  to  refer  to 
the  fact  that  the  scheme  to  distribute  dates  with  the 
«*  compromise"  Uriff*  act  of  1833,  intended  by  Mr.  Clay, 
and  so  stated  by  him,  to  save,  not  to  destroy,  the 
prc»tective  system.  If  the  scheme  of  distribution,  in 
either  form,  as  presented  by  Mr.  Chiy  or  Mr.  Calhoun, 
alinll  be  carried,  my  life  on  it,  the  tariff  will  be  increased 
jwd  perpetuated*— i\^/«  by  Mr.  H* 


lieving,  at  the  time  the  subject  wss  first  investigated  in 
Congress,  that  the  change  of  the  deposite  of  the  publio 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststes  to  the  l<ical 
banks  was,  if  not  the  wisest,  smong  the  wisest  acU  of 
General  Jsckson's  civil  adminiat ration,  subsequent  eg* 
pertenee  and  observation  have  strengthened  and  eon- 
firmed  that  opinion.  And  I  now  as  confidently  belieTe« 
that  if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  heM  the  eon* 
trol  of  the  large  amount  of  publio  money  at  the  time  itt 
charter  was  about  to  expire,  which  would  have  been  in 
its  possession  if  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  Government  had 
not  been  previously  taken  awsy  from  it,  the  local  banks 
would  have  been  crushed,  and  a  scene  of  pecuniary  dis- 
tress and  ruin  created,  such  ss  the  wiklest  imagination 
would  scarcely  be  able  to  conceiv*. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said*  m  the  bill  from  the  Senate  em- 
braced th#  object  contemplated  by  the  resolution  under 
eon«tderation,  and  as  the  time  was  near  at  band  for  pro- 
ceeding with  the  orders  of  the  dsy,  he  would  move  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  before 
the  House  until  Mondsy  next,  at  which  time  he  should 
move  to  sppropriate  the  three  hours  which  would  other- 
wise be  devoted  to  the  continuation  of  this  debate  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Tennessee  land  hill. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislature,  together  with  the  instructions,  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  STORER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayst  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT,  in  view  of  the  impoHance  of  the  mo- 
tion, proposed  that  there  should  be  a  call  of  the  Houaei 
which  was  sgreed  to. 

After  proceeding  a  short  time  with  the  call,  Mr.  MER- 
CER moved  that  it  be  suspendedi  and  after  some  con- 
versation between  that  gentleman  and  Mr.  SPEIGHT, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  remarked  that  he  hoped  the  call 
would  be  proceeded  in,  and  that  they  should  have  a  full 
House,  as  the  motion  which  he  had  made  was  intended 
by  him  to  be  a  test  vote  on  the  subject  of  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  call  was  lost,  and  the  roll 
wss  tl»en  called  through,  as  were  siso  the  absentees, 
when  it  appeared  that  190  members  were  in  attendance. 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  suspend  all  further  proceed- 
ings under  the  calU  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  to  withdraw  the  motion,  as  he  desired  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  could  not  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution 
of  instructions;  which  being  done, 

Mr.  McCOMAS  desired  to  know  whether  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  should  be  a 
test  question  on  the  propriety  of  distributing  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  repeated  that  he  had  made  the  mo- 
tion expressly  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  subject  alluded  to. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolutions  of  the  LegisUtum 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  instructions  moved  by  Mr.  Wiic 
LiAMs,  on  the  table,  was  then  decided  in  the  sflirmatiTe 
as  follows:  ^    ,      ^ 

Ybas— Messrs.  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Csmbreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Cheney,  Chapman, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer,  Cushman,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Fair- 
field, Farlin,  Wilfiam  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Jamea  Gar* 
land,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Grantbmd,  Grayson,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Har- 
rison, Hswes,  Hsynesb  Holsey,  Howard,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jsbei  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  C«ve 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin   Jones,  Judwmt 
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Kennoo,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Iieonard,  Logan,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Ifann,  Martin,  John  Y. 
Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Bfay,  McKay, 
MeKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muh- 
lenberg, Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Phelps, 
Pinckncv,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Sickles,  Smith,  Speight, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  Weeks— 110. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  George 
Chambers,  John  Cbamhers,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
l>orne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Evans,  Everett,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Paller,  Granger, 
<3lrave8,  Grennell,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Sftm* 
uel  S.  Harrison,  Hszeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hopkins, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jenifer,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McCo-. 
tnas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morris,  Parker, 
Dutce  J.  Pearcc,  James  A.  Pcarce,  Pettigrew,  Phillips, 
Potls,  Reed,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Russell,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Spangler, 
Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington, 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams— 89. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  special  order. 
•    Mr.  LOVE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  States  for  petitions;  lost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  take  up  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  withdraw  his  motion.  The  best  way 
to  bring  the  session  to  a  speedy  termination  was  to  per- 
severe in  transacting  the  public  business,  without  wast- 
ing time  in  motions  to  suspend  the  rules. 
-  Mr.  WILLIAMS  declined  withdrawing  his  motion; 
when  it  was  negatived:  Yeas  98,  nays  89— two  thirds  be- 
ing  necessary. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  and  in  further  ex- 
ecution  of  the  special  order  of  the  26th  of  January,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Mavit,  of  New  York,  in  the 
chair,;  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
«*  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1836." 

The  question  pending  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cak- 
amiti.Kvo,  to  aniend  the  bill  by  inserting  an  item  of 
4700,000  for  the  armament  of  the  fortifications — 
^  Mr.  FORESTER  resumed  his  remarks,  and  set  out  by 
a  review  of  the  land  bill.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
coarse  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  upon  former  occasions,  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  &c. 

He  examined  that  principle  of  the  majority  party, 
which  said  that  "  the  spoils  belong  to  the  victors,"  which 
was  an  anti-democratic  doctrine,  and  one  of  the  most 
abominable  federal  maxims  ever  advanced.  It  was 
making  the  voice  of  the  people  give  way  to  the  voice  of 
corruption.  It  miffht  be  New  York  democracy,  but  it 
was  not  the  kind  of  democracy  which  prevailed  in  Ten- 
pessee.    There  it  was  held  that  the  rule  of  democracy 


was  the  rule  of  the  majority  alone.    The  caucus  system 
was  another  of  the  principles  of  the  New  York  democ- 
racy; a  principle  he  declared  to  be  at  war  with  the  con- 
stitution.    He  described  the  manner  in  which  he  himself 
had  been  nominated  to  the  Baltimore  convention.     Nine 
individuals  out  of  ten  thousand,  at  Nashville,  had  met 
and  nominated  him,  and  the  nomination  was  afterwards 
approved  of  by  some  fifty  or  sixty  more,  and  he  paid  at 
much  attention  to  it  as  he  should  to  the  whistling  of  a 
bird.     It  was  said  the  principle  of  the  caucus  system 
was  indispensable  to  keep  the  party  together.  Why,  carry 
out  such  a  principle,  and  the  election  of  a  kmg  might 
be  justified  under  it.     He  again  denounced  it  as  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  of  the  federal  doctrines,  and  tending 
to  the  most  alarming  inroads  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people.     He  then  adverted  to  the  loss  of  the  fortification 
bill.     He  said  he  saw  the  chairman  [Mr.  CAMBBSLaFo] 
of  the  committee  of  conference  on  that  occasion  when 
he  returned,  and  asked  him  if  they  had  agreed;  and  that 
gentleman  informed  him  that  they  had,  and  that  he  was 
only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  make  the  report  to 
the  House.     He  was,  however,  astonished  juit  after,  to 
see  the  same  gentleman  get  up  and  protest  against  that 
very  report  from  being  made,  on  the  ground  of  there 
being  no  quorum  in  the  House.     He  remarked  upon  the 
extraordinary  manner  In  which  the  journal  was  kept  at 
present,  by  the  protest  of  Messrs.  Gi.ascock,  Robbbtsow, 
and  Gablabts  of  Louisiana,  containing  their  reasons  for 
not  voting  on  the  abolition  question,  being  now  spread 
on  the  journal.    Every  other  member  had  an  equal  right, 
and  the  journal  might  be  filled  in  this  way.     He  then 
referred  to  Judge  White's  letter  to  John  Ross,  and  said 
that  Judge  White  had  been  consulted  by  Ross  as  a  lawyer, 
and  that  his  letter  was  a  legal  opinion.     When  the  quea- 
tion  of  State  jurisdiction  came  up,  Judge  White  reiter- 
ated the  same  doctrine  contained  in  that  letter,  that, 
quoad  ihe  United  States,  the  Cherokees  were  independ- 
ent; but  that  Georgia,  being  one  of  the  original  States, 
ahe  had  supreme  jurisdiction  within  her  territorisl  limits. 
The  one  was  a  legal  opinion,  given  on  consultation  in  the 
character  of  counsel,  and  was  confined  to  the  question 
of  sovereignty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kees; the  other  was  his  constitutionsl  opinion  as  respect- 
ed the  latter  people  and  the  State  of  Georgia.     There 
was,  then,  no  inconsistency  between  the  two  documents. 
Mr.  F.  then  adverted  to  the  subject  of  the  surplus 
revenue.     He  had  made  a  calculation,  and  he  found  that 
all  the  bills  before  Congre^  at  that  time,  if  they  should 
pass,  amounted,  exclusive  of  the  French  spoliation  claims, 
to  an  appropriation  of  about  twenty-three  million  of  dol- 
lars, say  twenty.five  million  of  dollars,  and  this  would 
inevitably  leave  a  surplus  in  the  Treasiiry.     To  say  that 
to  return  a  people  the  money  that  belonged  to  them 
would  corrupt  them,  was  absolutely  ridiculous.     This 
was  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Hathbs]  that  morning,  and  it  was  the  strangest  be  had 
ever  heard  from  any  man.     The  manner  in  which  Con- 
gress had  been  in  the  habit  of  vot.ng  away  the  public 
money  was  far  more  corrupting.     He  censured  the  mode 
of  members  voting  books  to  themselves,  perhaps  to  the 
value  of  a  thousand  dollars  each;  and  he  had  always  con- 
demned it. 

On  the  subject  of  the  deposite  banks,  he  reviewed  the 
course  of  the  House  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wisb,  in 
resisting  an  inquiry  into  the  connexion  of  that  «•  traitor 
and  peijured  scoundrel,"  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  with 
those  banks.  It  was  due  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury that  this  investigation  should  have  been  had,  in  spite 
of  the  defence  made  of  him  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  [Mr.  Pibbcb,]  that  that  officer  was  above' 

Cublic  opinion.     What  the  facts  were,  Mr.  F.  knew  not; 
ot  it  was  due  to  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  due  to  the  country, 
that  the  charges  made  on  the  floor  of  that  House,  by  one 
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of  its  dutinguiibed  membersy  tbould  bave  been  met.  He 
would  ny  no  man  was  above  public  opinion,  not  even 
General  Wasbingtoo  bimself,  in  his  day.  It  was  a  des- 
potic doctrine  to  say  that  any  man  was  above  public 
opinion,  where  <*a  King  could  do  no  wrong."  After 
dwelling  on  these  topics  for  some  time,  be  concluded  ( 
and 

Mr.  PICKENS  obuined  the  floor,  and  said  he  would 
move  that  the  committee  rise,  though,  if  it  was  desired, 
be  would  proceed. 

Mr.  PBARCB,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  it  wss  evident 
there  was  not  a  quorum  present,  and  be  asked  that  the 
Chair  count  the  committee. 

The  Chairman  counted,  and  reported  only  fifty-one 
members  present. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  a  quorum  was  doubtless  within  the 
Capitol,  and  he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  sending 
to  the  Chair  an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  authori- 
sing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  expend  so 
much  of  said  sum  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  national  foundry.  Mr.  M. 
.(Mr.  FicKias  having  given  way)  made  a  few  remarks 
in  relation  to  bis  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virgtnia,' was  in  favor  of  the  object  of 
his  colleague,  but  he  would  suggest  some  limitation  of 
the  amount  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  say  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

-  Mr.  M£RC£R  replied  that  a  limiUtion  was  hardly 
necessary,  inasmuch  as  money  laid  out  for  cannon  was 
just  as  valuable  to  the  country  as  if  it  was  preserved  in 
goid  or  silver  coin.  He  again  entered  into  a  brief  state- 
jnent,  showing  the  necessity  of  the  Government  having 
a  foundry  of  its  own,  and  thereby  the  insuring  of  the 
manufacture  of  a  good  material.  He  preferred  leaving 
(he  sum  to  be  expended  to  the  discretion  of  the  Exec- 
utive. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  it  was  not  agreeable  to  him  to 
trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  he 
trusted  be  never  could  be  induced  to  do  so  except  from 
considerations  of  duly. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  debate  has  taken  a  wide  range, 
and  doctrines  have  been  advanced  and  sentiments 
avowed,  against  which  1  feel  bound  to  raise  my  most 
solemn  protest.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
'« Ways  and  Means"  [Mr.  CAMBasLiira]  withdrew  an 
amendonent  on  a  former  bill  embracing  the  same  princi- 
ples, bi|t  declared  that  he  would  consider  the  whole  de- 
bate as  open  upon  the  present  occasion. 

However,  before  I  proceed  to  reply  to  what  has  been 
advanced  by  other  gentlemen,  I  propose  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  general  principles  which  shall  govern 
my  vote  on  the  bill  immedistely  under  the  consideration 
■of  the  committee. 

As  to  appropriations  towards  those  fortifications  cal- 
culated to  give  efficiency  and  protection  to  our  navy,  1 
perhaps  would  be  inclined  to  go  as  far  as  most  gentle- 
men .  I  am  in  lavor  of  those  that  are  important  for  these 
purposes,  and  no  other,  so  far  as  the  Atlantic  coast  is 
concerned.  I  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the  most  idle  and 
visionary  schemes  that  has  ever  been  conceived,  to  at- 
tempt a  military  line  of  fortifications  on  our  Atlantic 
coast,  similar  to  those  which  European  Governments  have 
adopted.  Our  population,  comparatively  speaking,  is 
sparse,  and  we  have  a  coast  equal  in  extent  to  the  whole 
western  coast  of  Europe.  Under  these  circumstances, 
our  resources  would  not  justify  an  attempt  to  encircle 
ourselves  with  a  system  of  for^fications  on  a  plan  similar 
to  those  which  more  populous  and  far  less  extensive 
-countries  have  adopted.  Besides,  we  have  no  border 
Powers  against  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  protect 
ourselves.  We  are  remote  from  all  other  Powers,  with 
an  immense  and  increasing  commerce.  Our  physical 
position,  and  all  the  circurostanceB  with  which  we  .are 


surrounded,  proclaim  a  navy  to  be  our  only  system  of 
enlarged  national  defence.  Our  expenditures  for  forti- 
fications ought  to  be  made  exclusively  with  a  view  to 
give  protection  and  energy  to  our  navy.  With  our  ex- 
tensive coast,  you  may  make  fortifications  for  land  de- 
fence, and  have  your  system,  as  you  may  suppose,  per- 
fect; but  give  your  enemy  ascendency  upon  the  ocean, 
and  they  will  land  their  forces  at  whatever  points  they 
mav  think  proper.  No  commercial  country  can  rely  for 
defence  upon  any  thing  but  a  well-reguUted  navy. 

Our  true  policy  of  defence  is  to  increase  and  strengthen 
it  by  judicious  points  of  fortification,  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
protect  our  whole  coast  bv  a  stronger  naval  power  than 
any  nation  would  be  able  to  concentrate  against  us. 
With  this  view,  and  looking  to  the  natural  division  of  our 
coast  into  four  great  bays  as  it  were-*the  first  from  Pas- 
samaquoddy  to  Cape  Cod,  the  second  from  Cape  Cod  to 
Cape  Hatteras,  the  third  from  Cape  Hatteras  to  Cape 
Florida,  and  the  fourth  to  the  Sabine^I  would  say  that 
extensive  navv  yards,  with  efficient  fortifications,  should 
be  established  at  the  most  suitable  points  between  these 
different  capes,  so  that  an  ordinary  naval  force,  with 
brave  and  enterprising  men,  could  easily  defend  the 
whole  frontier,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  onr  com- 
merce. For  instance,  1  would  have  such  a  navy  yard 
with  fortifications  at  or  near  Boston**the  same  at  or 
near  New  York^then  at  Norfolk  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Chesapeake— the  same  at  Charleston— and  then  at  Pen- 
sacola,  for  the  defence  of  the  Gulf,  and  the  commerce  of 
the  West.  I  would  place  these  points  on  the  best  and 
strongest  footing,  equal  to  any  in  Europe,  and  make  lit- 
tle or  no  expenditures  on  any  other  points,  so  far  as  our 
Atlantic  frontier  is  concerned. 

It  is  all  idle  and  visionary  to  attempt  to  place  our  coast 
in  a  perfect  state  of  defence  by  stationary  fortifications { 
this  can  alone  be  done  by  those  that  move  upon  the  face 
of  the  deep.  There  is  scsrcely  any  fortification  but 
what  can  be  passed  under  favorable  tides  and  winds, 
and  it  is  a  military  maxim  that  there  is  none  but  what 
can  be  taken.  Look  to  those  that  were  erected  at 
Antwerp,  with  so  much  skill  and  labor,  on  the  same 
plan  of  Fortress  Monroe,  and  which  Bonaparte  himself 
pronounced  impregnable,  and  what  was  the  result?  The 
French  battered  them  to  the  ground  in  twenty-four 
hours.  The  truth  is,  thst  for  an  invading  force  on  land 
we  must  at  last  rely  upon  «*high  minds  and  brave 
hearts,"  with  bayonets  and  not  fortifications.  Besides, 
sir,  the  genius  of  our  Institutions  is  at  war  with  a  stand- 
ing army.  But  extend  your  visionary  and  wanton 
schemes  of  fortifications,  snd  they  call  for  an  increased 
force  to  keep  them  in  repair.  Sir,  I  rejoice  to  say  that 
I  believe  the  majority  of  the  officers  of  your  present 
srn>y  sre  men  worthy  to  be  trusted  with  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  But  increase  your  militsry  points,  and 
call  for  a  corresponding  increase  of  men,  and  then  place 
all  under  profiigate  and  ambitious  rulers,  and  there  is  no 
patriot  who  will  not  tremble  for  the  consequences  to  bis 
country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  has  been  a  great  change  in  the 
condition  and  resources  of  our  country  within  the  last 
few  years.  Under  the  application  of  steam  power  t^ 
our  coast  and  rivers,  remote  sections  have  been  brought 
together,  and  the  energies  of  the  community  have  been 
condensed.  Our  weakness,  arising  from  a  spirse  popu- 
lation, has  been  to  a  great  extent  overcome.  If  this  be 
the  effect  of  steam  as  applicable  to  the  water,  what  must 
be  the  operation  of  thing^  under  the  tremendous  schemes 
that  are  now  in  progress  lo  bring  the  interior  West  to 
the  seacoast  by  means  of  railroads?  I  would  rather 
have  one  railroad  running  from  our  coast  into  that  brave 
and  enterprising  country,  for  the  purposes  of  defence, 
than  all  the  fortifications  your  overflowing  Treasury  c«n 
erect.    For  military  purposes,  heretofore,  commu^niiiei 
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have  been  ftrong  in  proportion  to  the  denwneti  of  their 
population.  But  the  recent  triumphs  of  inTention  and 
art  over  nature  teem  likely  to  develop  new  enerffy  and 
resources,  and  may  change  the  whole  scheme  oF  mili* 
tary  defences  in  an  extensive  and  widely  populated 
country.  Under  these  views,  I  shall  never  vote  for  any 
fortification  that  cannot  be  shown  to  be  necessary  for 
the  strenf^th  and  support  of  the  navy.  I  would  desire  to 
have  but  few  points,  and  place  them  on  the  most  liberal 
and  substantial  basts.  It  is  nothing  but  a  wanton  waste 
of  the  public  money  to  attempt  to  embrace  too  many  in- 
terests, and  cover  too  many  points. 

But,  sir,  I  will  now  look  at  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem in  another  point  of  view.  While  ymi  have  been  ex* 
pending,  for  the  laat  twenty  years,  millions  upon  mil* 
lions  in  certain  sections  of  this  Union,  other  extensive 
fections  have  been,  to  a  great  extent,  entirely  neglected. 
When  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thompsov,]  some  weeks  since, 
with  so  much  ability,  demonstrated  the  unequal  opera- 
tion  of  your  naval  appropriations,  he  drew  but  a  just 
picture  of  this  Government  in  all  ita  fiscal  operations. 
As  to  our  navy,  I  sm  disposed  to  make  some  sllowanees 
for  appropriations  heretofore,  from  the  fact  that  our  ton- 
na|^  has  been  owned  in,  and  our  large  commercial  trans* 
actions  have,  in  a  great  measure,  taken  place  in  those 
•eetions  where  the  demand  and  supplies  for  a  navy  and 
ito  appendages  were  naturally  called  for.  But  we' have 
now  reached  a  new  era  in  our  affairs,  when  other  sec* 
tions  and  other  interests  must  be  attended  to.  Hereto- 
fore  your  Government  has  been  profuse  in  iu  expendi- 
tures for  the  defence  of  those  portions  of  your  country 
which  you  boast  of  as  being  naturally  the  strongest,  while 
you  have  neglected  those  portions  which  ynu  have  pro- 
dlaimrd  to  be  the  weakest.  Is  this  the  sound  policy  that 
should  direct  the  energies  of  a  fostering  Government  to 
protect  equally  the  exposed  points  of  a  united  people? 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  thut  we  complain  of  the  une- 
qual disbursements,  n^erely  fur  the  dollars  and  cents  in- 
volved. Noi  it  is  because  the  operation  is  deeply  con- 
nected with  the  great  principles  of  liberty.  As  a  peo- 
ple under  one  Government,  we  present  a  different  Mate 
of  tilings  from  any  other  people.  We  are  one  for  cer- 
tain great  purposes,  and  separate  for  others.  As  imr  as 
the  pecuniary  and  fiscal  transaction^  of  Government  are 
concerned,  it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  we  have  section- 
al interests  differently  affected.  As  far  as  the  States 
are  concerned,  we  have  in  each  peculiar  sentiments^ 
habit«,  and  feelings.  To  preserve  theae  is  the  very  ea- 
•ence  of  oor  separate  independence  and  existence.  No 
people  can  be  free  and  independent  who  are  habitually 
and  systematically  excluded  from  the  favors  and  benefits 
of  the  Government  that  acts  upon  them.  Let  it  become 
fixed,  as  a  settled  policy,  that  the  West  and  the  South 
are  only  to  feel  this  Government  in  its  exactions,  while 
other  aections  sre  to  feel  it  in  its  disbursements— let  it 
be  known  that  we  are  to  be  converted  into  Roman  prov- 
ineea,  from  which  you  are  to  collect  treasure  and  wealth 
to  be  distributed  amongst  those  who  may  be  styled  '*  Ro- 
man citi  sens"— and  then,  sir,  if  such  a  system  is  to  last— 
if  this  state  of  things  is  to  be  continued,  you  will  soon 
see,  under  it,  our  industry  and  enterprise  droop  end 
grow  du11<  you  will  see  our  spirits  wither  and  die;  genius 
will  turn  from  lofiy  aspiration;  our  people  will  lose  their 
burning  feeling  of  patriotism;  and  from  manly  independ- 
ence we  will  tamely  sink  down  to  become  serfs  and 
vassals  under  a  mighty  empire,  where  even  the  very 
boundaries  of  the  Sistes  will  be  lost  and  forgotten  amid 
the  ruin  and  desolation  thrown  over  a  broken  and  dis- 
heartened country  I 

It  is  useless  and  idle,  at  this  period  of  the  world,  to 
talk  about  liberty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  identified  with  per- 
•onal  rights  and  individual  protection.  These  stano  se* 
curtdy  and  are,  to  a  great  extent,  consecrated  id  the  ' 


feelings  and  institutions  of  every  civilized  community  on 
earth.  In  those  great  struggles  which  ended  in  the  over- 
throw of  feudal  barbarism,  the  contest  was  for  individ* 
ual  and  personsl  liberty.  But  since  the  combination  of 
the  Holy  Alliance,  together  with  all  the  improvements 
and  schemes  of  modern  society,  every  thing  seems  to  tend 
towards  an  amalgamation  of  all  Christendom  into  ono 
system  of  organization,  and  the  great  conteat  now  is  for 
the  political  independence  of  aeparste  communities. 
This  view  becomes  deeply  interesting  to  us  as  indepenJ- 
ent  States.  An  habitual  exclusion  of  any  portion  of 
the  States  of  this  confederacy  from  the  fiscal  benefits  of 
this  Government,  and  power  over  Its  action,  must  end 
in  a  sacrifice  of  their  political  independence.  Hence  it 
is,  that  political  power  becomes  deeply  identified  with 
political  liberty.  A  people  to  be  free  must  feel  that  they 
are  so. 

Compare  these  great  principles  with  what  now  actual- 
ly exisU  and  what  has  existed  for  the  laat  twenty  years. 
In  that  period  of  time,  this  Government  haa  collected 
^420,000,000,  and  after  throwing  out  of  the  calculation 
the  #130,000,000  which  have  been  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  we  then  have  left  #390,* 
000,000,  of  which  1210,000,000  have  been  disbursed  in 
the  middle  and  Northern  sections,  while  only  $80,000,000 
have  been  disbursed  in  all  the  other  sections. 

Let  not  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  West  and  South 
are  factioua,  when  they  oppose  this  system  of  disburse* 
ments.  No!  they  see  involved  in  it  the  highest  interests 
and  even  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

I  come  noir  to  what  has  been  advanced  by  othera  in 
the  progress  of  this  debate.  The  chairman  of  the  *  <  Ways 
and  Means*'  observed  that  the  revenue  system  which  this 
Government  had  adopted  fur  the  last  twenty  yesrs  was 
the  most  unjust  and  oppreasive  that  was  ever  sdopted  by 
any  civilized  Government.  In  this,  sir,  I  agree  with 
him.  He  also  said  that  the  commencement  of  this  sys« 
tern  wss  the  tariff  of  1816.  To  a  considerable  extent. 
I  agree  with  him  here  too.  But  when  he  came  to  assert 
that  the  **  compromise  bill"  was  the  consummation  of 
that  system,  1  confess  I  could  not  exactly  understand 
him.  There  are  principlea  in  this  bill  which  by  no  means 
receive  my  approbation.  The  gentlenwn  spoke  of  the 
evils  complsined  of  from  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
and  intimated  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  <*  compro- 
miae,"  a  system  would  have  been  adopted  which  would 
have  reduced  the  revenue  now  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government*  All  this  sounded  very  well  from  the  gen* 
tieman  in  one  part  of  his  remarks.  But  when  he  came 
to  another  part,  where  he  was  attempting  to  defeat  the 
<•  land  bill,'*  or  any  other  Just  distribution  of  this  sur* 
plus  aihongst  the  Statea,  I  confess  I  was  astonished  to  see 
the  gentleman  labor  so  hard  to  prove  that  there  was  and 
would  be  no  surplus. 

He  entered  into  a  long  calculation  to  show  that  there 
would  be  no  more  tlmn  the  wants  of  the  Government 
would  require.  At  one  moment,  he  denounced  the 
«  compromise"  as  producing  the  evils  of  the  surplus,  to 
show  how  much  better  others  could  have  done  for  the 
country;  and  then,  when  he  desired  to  retain  what  wu 
in  the  Treasury  from  a  distribution,  he  attempta  to  prove 
that  the  same  «  compromise"  has  produced  no  surplus 
beyond  what  the  Government  will  actually  want.  I 
leave  the  gentleman  to  reconcile  this  palpable  absurdity 
and  contradiction  in  his  argument,  if  argument  it  can  be 
called.  But,  sir,  this  contradiction  was  not  more  aston« 
i»hing  to  me  than  the  reasoning  by  whcl)  he  jumped  at 
his  conclusions.  He  spoke  loudly  on  the  **ebbs  and 
floods"  of  importations  and  exportat ions;  and  from  some* 
thing  connected  with  these  *<  ebbssnd  floods"  which  he 
knew  of,  he  asserted  that  tvo  years  hence  our  Importa- 
tions would  not  exceed  $40,000,000,  and  upon  this  otir 
imposts  would  yield  #10^000,000  of  revenue. 
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Fartifieaiian  BiiL 


[H.  Of  R. 


[Here  Mr.  Cam bbslvii*  explained,  and  said  that  he 
meant  the  dutiable  articles  would  not  exceed  that 
amount,  but  admitted  that  the  importatiooa  would 
amount  to  $150,000,000.] 

Mr.  PiGXBirt  rewmed,  and  said  he  did  not  so  understand 
the  f(eni1eroan  before.  But  if  the  f^ntlemin  admits  that 
our  imporUtions  will  equal  #150,000,000, 1  am  totally  at 
a  low  to  pereeire  how  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that 
our  customs  will  then  yield  only  #10,000,000.  l*he  sys- 
tem is  biennial  in  its  reduction,  and  then  only  amounting  to 
ten  per  cent.  If  the  whole  importations  are  $150,000,000, 
unless  the  proportions  vary  entirely  from  what  they 
bare  been  heretofore,  the  dutiable  articles  must  equal 
66,000,000  of  dollars^  and  this  must  yield  a  revenue 
of  17,000,000  of  dollars,  instead  of  $10,000,000.  No, 
siri  with  our  increasing  and  wide-spreading  popula- 
tion, stretching  itself  over  the  exuberant  valleys  of  the 
M'uMsippi— the  vast  schemes  of  internal  improvements 
developing  the  resources  of  the  interior— industry  and 
enterprise,  invigorating  the  remotest  quarters  of  our 
land— all,  all,  proclaim  the  increasing  means  of  a  great 
people,  with  corresponding  warns  and  demands.  Under 
this  prospect  of  things,  I  should  be  induced  to  think 
that  in  two  years  more  our  importations  would  reach 
170,000,000  of  dollars,  and  that  our  customs  would  yield 
$18,000,000.  Tour  exports  in  cotton  alone,  fwr  the  year 
ending  on  the  Ist  of  last  October,  sold  fur  $73,000,000, 
and  Ibis  year  they  wUl  probably  reach  near $90, 000,000. 
This  was  the  article  which,  in  the  plenitude  of  your  wis- 
dom, you  pronounced  over-produced  three  years  ago, 
when  we  mised  less  than  ten  hundred  thoussnd  bags 
and  sold  it  for  less  than  nine  cents,  and  you  decUred 
that  production  had  then  outrtin  demand.  Last  year 
we  raised  above  300,000  bags  more,  and  sold  it,  not- 
witlistanding  your  over-production,  for  sixteen  cents. 
No  man  can  foretell  the  developments  of  this  country 
under  a  wise  system  of  free  trade.  No  man  can  foresee 
tlie  immense  increase  of  importations  and  exportattons  of 
a  free  and  unrestrained  people,  with  the  freshness  of  the 
virgin  wilderness  before  them. 

The  gentleman  cannot  make  the  surplus  vanish  by 
figures.  Even  if  all  the  reasonable  expenditures  that 
have  been  officially  asked  fur  be  made,  we  will  have, 
on  the  1st  of  January  next,  at  least  $46,000  000  of  siir- 
phis  in  the  Treasury,  supposing  the  public  lands  to  yield 
#17,000  OOOi  and  many  put  them  as  high  as  $25,000,000. 
Good  faith  and  prudence  demind  that  this  should  be  de- 
posited, not  in  the  corporations  of  the  States,  but  in  the 
treasury  of  the  aeparate  States  themselves,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  federal  representation,  they  being  respon- 
sible for  the  payment.  This  would  give  us  the  faith  and 
credit  of  the  States  instead  of  the  banks.  But  of  this, 
and  of  the  gentleman's  argument  on  the  *•  Und  bill,"  I 
will  say  more  on  another  occasion. 

The  gentleman,  in  his  calculations  to  reduce  the  sur- 
plus, has  placed  $7,000,000  to  be  appropriated  for  In- 
dian treaties,  and  in  this  I  s«ippose  he  is  correct.  He 
also  put  down  $5,000,000  for  the  Florida  war.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  will  not  say  that  this  is  too  much,  but  I  will 
aay  that  it  is  four  times  as  much  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 
I  will  here  take  occasion  also  to  say  that  this  is  one  of 
the  most  dii^raceful  wars  that  has  ever  occurred*-dis- 
graceful  in  iu  origin,  and  of  no  credit  to  those  who 
have  had  the  termination  of  the  first  campiign.  I  am 
rather  induced  to  believe  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wisa]  has  given  us  the  true  causes  of  this 
war.  It  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  engendered  by 
iniqtiitous  authority  given  to  agents  and  others,  who,  un- 
der the  vile  pretext  of  seizing  fugitive  slaves  and  pur- 
chasing others  before  the  emigration  of  (he  lawless  sava- 
ges could  take  place,  attempted  in  some  instances  to 
aeixe  even  the  children  of  their  chiefs  for  bondage  and 
fal^  and  then  committed  imposilion  and  outrage  until 


suffering  nature  could  bear  it  no  longer.  1  forbear  to 
say  more  at  present,  for  I  may  be  misinformed,  and  I 
trust,  fur  humanity,  and  for  the  honor  of  our  Govern- 
ment, that  I  may  be.  But  I  will  say,  that  whatever  may 
or  may  not  have  been  the  treatment  of  the  Indians,  I 
believe  that  many  of  those  who  have  volunteered  to  de- 
fend your  border  have  been,  to  say  the  least,  treated 
with  coldness  and  neglect.  1  do  not  stand  here  to  com- 
pUin  for  them.  What  they  have  suffered  and  borne, 
they  have  borne  without  a  murmur,  for  the  honor  and 
character  of  their  State.  But  representing,  as  I  do,  per- 
haps as  manjr  of  these  spirited  men  as  any  other  gentleman, 
1  take  occasion  tosay  that  they  volunteered  their  servieea, 
not,  as  the  gentleman  from  MasMchusetts  [Mr.  Anaiu] 
snecringly  says,  because  it  was  to  them  **fat  business^"  but 
to  defend  your  exposed  frontiers,  af^er  this  Government, 
from  neglect  and  injustice,  had  involved  us  in  a  cruel  and 
merciless  wsr  of  plunder  and  murder.  These  very  men 
who  have  so  honorably  sustained  your  stars  and  your 
stripes,  were  from  amongst  those  whom  your  Govern* 
ment  press  here,  and  its  pensioned  bands*  have  denounc- 
ed for  the  last  two  years  as  traitors  to  their  country. 
And  what  has  been  the  fact?  While  they  have  gone 
forth  to  encounter  hardship  and  exposure  In  vindication 
of  your  honor  and  your  power,  those  who,  some  years 
^mce,  were  so  eager  to  exhibit  their  patriotism  by  vol« 
untecring  in  a  civil  war  of  extermination  to  be  waged 
on  their  own  brethren,  have  made  no  move  in  this  re* 
cent  war  to  let  off*  the  exuberance  of  their  spirit,  but 
have  kept  back  in  that  silence  which  l>elongs  to  their 
servility.  Af^er  all  that  our  citixens  have  done  in  this 
unfortunate  savage  war,  it  ill  becomes  the  officer  you 
placed  there  to  command  them,  considering  that  he  had 
but  recently  come  fresh  from  the  fields  of  his  triumph 
in  manoeuvring  and  strateg}'— 1  say  It  little  becomes 
him  to  east  a  sneer  over  them  as  *'  volunteers,"  and  not 
**  good  troops." 

•  But,  sir,  to  return.  The  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  CaXBaxLiao,]  to  exhaust  the  surplus,  hss  put  down 
$10,000,000  fur  the  war  in  which  we  will  be  involved 
with  Meiico  on  our  Southwestern  borders. 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  this  declaration, 
coming  from  one  who  bears  such  a  relation  to  this  House 
and  country  as  the  gentleman  does,  wss  as  imprudent 
as  any  thing  could  well  be.  Every  thing  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  Texas  involves  questions  of  the  deepest  and 
roost  delicate  intereat,  and  it  does  not  become  us  st 
present  to  sty  or  do  any  thing  that  msy  lead  to  embar- 
rassment, I  trust  there  will  be  no  war  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman alludes.  Whatever  msy  be  the  power  or  policy 
of  those  Governments  that  are  in  their  nature  unlimited, 
I  hold  that,  under  our  constittition,  which  we  are  sworn 
to  defend,  with  its  limited  trust  powers  conferred  on  ut 
for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  this  people,  we  have  no 
right  to  go  into  a  war  except  pureljr  for  self-defence. 
There  are  certain  great  moral  obligations  which  should 
ever  bind  Governments  as  well  as  individuals,  and  a'hich, 
particularly  under  our  peculiar  institutions,  should  never 
be  forgotten  on  any  occasion,  no  matter  how  tempting. 
A  war  with  Mexico,  fur  conquest,  would  lead  to  a  con- 
flict with  European  Powers,  the  end  of  which  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  foretell.  I  have  as  much  csuse  to  feel 
sympathy  as  most  gentlemen,  for  I  had  the  companion 
of  my  boyhood— the  friend  of  my  maturer-years — brave, 
chivalrous,  and  daring  to  the  highest  degree,  inhumanly 
butchered  in  the  fttll  of  the  Alamo.  But  1  shall  never 
suffer  the  feelings  and  sympathies  of  my  heart  to  prompt 
me,  under  impulse,  to  do  any.  thing  calculated  to  involve 
others  in  consequences  the  most  serious,  unless  under  a 
case  of  clear  Justification. 

But,  sir,  whatever  may  have  been  the  calculations  of 
gentlemen,  the  recent  glorious  and  triumphant  victory 
gained  to  the  arms  of  Texas  has  entirely  dispelled  them. 
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I  deprecated  debate  heretofore,  becauBe  I  feared  that  it 
night  lead  to  consequences  calculated  to  embsmss  the 
negotiating  power  of  this  GoTernment.  I  frankly  avow 
that  it  is  an  object  near  tnd  dear  to  my  heart,  to  acquire 
Texas  for  this  Union.  Sir,  I  desire  this,  not,  as  has  been 
said,  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  slavery,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  boundaries  of  liberty.  Who 
IS  there  so  cold  and  heartless  that  he  would  desire  to 
limit  the  confines  of  this  great  and  growing  republic? 
If  even  all  the  nations  of  Christendom  were  anxious  to 
adopt  our  constitution,  and  cover  themselves  under  its 
principles,  is  there  a  man  here  whose  heart  would  not 
beat,  and  whose  eye  would  not  kindle  with  joy,  at  the 
anticipation  of  such  an  event?  And  who  is  there  so  nar- 
row and  contracted  that  would  not  extend  our  union  and 
protection  to  those  wiio  are  our  neighbors,  who  speak 
our  language—identified  with  us  as  they  are  in  inter- 
est and  in  teeling — who  went  from  our  fire-sides  and 
from  our  altars,  who  are  our  own  brethren  and  relatives^ 
Who  is  there  among  us  that  would  turn  his  hand  upon 
the  hardy  enterprise  of  a  brave  and  daring  people? 

Yes,  sir!  they  are  ours  by  position;  ours  by  all  the 
sympathies  of  our  nature,  ours  by  all  the  bonds  of  in- 
terest; ours  by  all  the  ties  that  can  bind  man  to  his  fellow- 
man.  I  desire  their  union,  not  because  it  would  strengthen 
the  slavebolding  States — I  scorn  to  place  it  upon  any 
such  narrow  grounds — but  because  I  desire  to  nurture 
with  our  fostering  care  a  noble  empire  for  the  free,  just 
now  quickening  into  life;  because  I  desire  that  our  ban- 
ner may  float  aloft,  and  that  the  whole  race  of  civilised 
man  shall  sleep  in  peace  under  its  broad  and  benignant 
folds. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  come  now  to  examine  some  of  the 
abstract  doctrines  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Cakbrblivo,]  and  which  I  heard  with 
profound  astonishment.  The  gentleman,  after  speaking 
of  the  triumphs  of  the  democracy,  proclaimed  that  he 
hoped  the  time  was  soon  coming  when  the  people  would 
declare,  in  language  not  to  be  mistaken,  «that  no  legis- 
lation should  bmd  posterity."  Sir,  if  this  sentiment  had 
been  uttered  only  by  the  colleague  of  the  gentleman  on 
my  extreme  right,  [Mr.  Mooxb,]  it  would  have  excited 
in  me  no  attention,  for  I  took  that  gentleman's  wild  dec- 
lamation to  be  better  suited  for  the  **  loco  foco"  party 
in  the  streets  of  New  York  than  for  the  halls  of  legisla- 
tion; but  coitiing  as  it  did  from  the  chairman  of  the 
•«  Ways  and  Means,"  who  from  his  years  and  experience 
may  be  supposed  not  to  speak  without  reflection,  it  is  a 
doctrine  which  deserves  the  most  serious  attention  of 
this  country.  I  am  aware  that  this  doctrine  claims  for 
its  origin  high  authority — authority  which  in  my  opinion 
has  been  looked  to  with  full  as  much  reverence  as  it  de- 
serves. I  am  aware  that  it  has  recently  been  promul- 
gated in  an  ingenious  pamphlet  from  Ohio  against  all 
corporations,  and  that  it  is  openly  preached  in  the  North- 
em  and  middle  sections  of  this  Union,  where  in  all  prob- 
ability it  will  soon  become  the  popular  doctrine  of  the 
day. 

What,  sir!  no  legislation  bind  posterity!  Push  this 
doctrine  to  its  consequences,  and  where  does  it  lead  to? 
What  becomes  of  your  public  faith?  What  becomes  of 
your  national  honor?  Let  it  be  known  that  those  treaties 
which  bind  you  in  your  intercourse  with  the  nations  of 
the  earth  are  to  be  disregarded  and  defied  by  the  whim, 
the  interest,  or  the  ambition,  of  the  ascendant  party  of 
to-day,  and  we  must  then  necessarily  be  excluded  from 
civilized  society.  No  leg:isIation  bind  posterity !  What 
bore  us  in  gloi^  and  in  triumph  through  the  war  of  our 
Revolution,  but  that  legislation  which  bound  posterity  to 
redeem  the  debt  incurred  to  sustain  your  armies  upon 
the  field  of  battle?  What  sustained  us  through  the  sec- 
ond war  of  our  independence,  but  the  power  to  pledge 
the  resources  of  this  nation  for  the  great  purposes  of  self- 


preservation?  Is  this  Congress  to  do  nothing  that  can 
bind  those  who  are  to  come  after  us?  Go  back  at  once 
and  tear  up  your  declaration  of  independence  itself—- 
scatter  into  a  thousand  pieces  the  parchment  of  your 
constitution,  and  substitute,  in  the  place  thereof,  the 
shouts  of  a  mob  proclaiming  their  triumphs  of  to-day^ 
or  the  i^ower  of  a  lawless  multitude  waving  over  a  blood- 
stained land  the  sceptre  of  anarchy  to-morrow.  No  le- 
gislation bind  posterity!  Where  is  faith?  Where  is 
honor?  Where  is  public  law?  Where  is  public  morality? 
Sir,  this  is  a  doctrine  at  war  with  peace,  policy,  and 
honor.  It  breaks  down  all  that  is  venerable,  virtuous, 
and  consecrated,  in  the  institutions  of  civilization  itself* 
If  this  be  the  doctrine  that  the  gentleman  and  the  party 
with  which  he  is  identified  intend  practically  to  enforce 
in  this  country,  I  can  tell  him,  that  when  he  attempts  it, 
a  hundred  thousand  plumes  will  wave  over  a  hundred 
thousand  lances,  couched  to  vindicate  all  those  sacred 
rights  which  have  been  acquired  under  the  plighted 
faith  of  this  Government. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  dropped  another  remark  that 
struck  me  with  peculiar  force.  He  asserted  that  the 
time  would  soon  come  when  the  Government  should  sell 
the  public  lands  to  none  but  emigrants  who  were  actual 
settlers.  Where  is  the  right  under  the  constitution  by 
which  this  Government  would  attempt  to  exclude  any 
class  of  free  citizens  from  purchases  of  the  public  do- 
main >  Where  is  the  right  by  which  vou  shall  claim  to 
distribute  it  amongst  a  particular  class?  If  it  be  intended 
by  this  to  feed  the  appetite  and  minister  to  the  desires 
of  that  class  who  may  have  no  peculiar  ties  or  interests 
to  bind  them  to  the  place  of  their  nativity — if  it  be  in- 
tended to  catch  that  class  who  move  through  the  land 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  having  no  home,  and  feeling 
for  no  country— then  it  is  vile  agrarianism.  Has  it  come 
to  this,  that  a  man  is  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits 
and  privileges  under  this  Government  because,  by  in- 
dustiy,  economy,  or  enterprise,  he  should  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  accumulate  property,  or  because  he  may  hap- 
pen to  be  associated  with  others  who  have?  Are  citizens 
whose  ties  and  interests  may  bind  them  to  reside  in  one 
State,  to  be  excluded  from  hplding  a  freehold  in  another? 

If  this  system  of  selling  alone  to  a  certain  class  be  in- 
tended by  the  gentleman  as  an  equal  division  of  the 
public  domain,  then  he  should  remember,  that  when  the 
Roman  people  came  to  receive  their  distribution  from 
the  public  granaries,  they  became  prostituted  and  de- 
based.    When  their  conquering  generals  came  loaded 
with  the  spoils  of  devastated  provinces,  and  were  ena- 
bled to  deal  out  bread  and  bounties  to  this  class  or  that         , 
class,  then,  through  bribery  and  corruption,  they  bought         | 
their  way  to  power  over  the  prostrate  liberties  of  their         , 
country.  , 

But  the  gentleman  made  another  declaration,  which  I  , 
confess  filled  my  heart  with  the  most  gloomy  forebo-  , 
dings  for  the  future.  After  speaking  of  the  bloated  state 
of  things  in  the  country  at  present,  he  concluded  by  de- 
claring that  "  the  whole  nation  was  now  one  common 
gambling  house!"  Considepng  the  position  he  occu- 
pies in  this  House,  and  the  relation  he  bears  to  the  dom- 
inant party  that  now  rules  this  confederacy — considering 
that,  from  his  residence,  he  must  be  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  secret  springs  of  speculation  and  commerce — I 
confess  I  heard  this  solemn  declaration  with  no  ordinary 
emotions.  This  nation  one  common  gambling  house! 
And  who  made  it  so?  Let  those  who  holdthe  reins  of  Gov- 
ernment answer  this  awful  question.  Mr.  Chairman,  next 
to  the  omnipotence  and  omnipresence  of  that  superintend- 
ing Providence  that  moves  upon  the  affairs  of  the  world, 
there  is  no  power  that  exercises  so  great  an  influence 
over  the  feelings,  the  sentiments,  and  the  very  nature  of 
man,  as  the  Government  that  sets  upon  him,  and  those 
who  administer  its  authority.   Let  an  individual  become 
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abandoned  and  proflieatey  and  the  coniequencet  of  his 
vice  and  iniquity  are  for  the  moat  part  confined  to  bim- 
■eir,  and  those  immediately  around  him.  But  let  (hose 
who  hold  in  their  bands  the  destinies  of  a  great  people 
become  corrupt  and  lawless  let  them  trample  over  the 
great  fundamenUl  painciples  of  the  Government — lei 
them  beoome  ambitious  and  profli|^te— and  the  conse* 
quenees  are  felt  in  the  remotest  circles  of  society;  the 
highest  sod  the  lowest  come  under  this  tremendous  influ- 
ence. Look  over  the  world  and  see  its  fairest  portions, 
where  eiyilixatlon*  art,  and  refinement,  once  held  their 
loft  and  mingled  sway,  now  laid  low  in  ruin  and  decay. 
Go,  walk  by  the  broken  eohimns  of  the  Parthenon,  or 
itand  on  the  grave  of  If  iltiades — go  and  visit  the  tomb 
of  Virgil,  or  the  villas  of  Tully — and  why  is  it  that  you 
bear  no  longer  the  voice  of  the  orator,  or  see  no  more 
the  poet  and  the  warrior }  Is  it  because  the  uplifted  band 
of  God  has  forever  blighted  those  fairest  portions  of  his 
creation  ?  No,  not  it  comes  from  the  iniquity  of  corrupt, 
fallen,  ambitious  man.  It  is  his  usurping  hand  that  has  laid 
these  fair  regions  low,  and  made  a  degenerate,  despond- 
ing, and  broken-hearted  people. 

And,  sir,  when  it  is  now  announced  that  our  **  nation 
is  one  common  gambling-house,"  let  those  who  sit  on 
the  seats  of  power  tremble  for  the  future.  They  may 
pais  through  this  world,  and  receive  its  applause;  they 
may  proclaim  in  triumph  that  they  have  received  the  ap- 
probation of  their  country,  and  when  the  gnawings  of  a 
guilty  conscience  shall  be  felt,  they  may  pour  upon  it 
the  sweet  unction  that  rises  from  the  huzzaa  of  a  passing 
mob;  buC  when  they  ^all  have  gone  through  these 
scenes,  and  shall  come  to  that  last  sad  day  when  the  se- 
crets  and  recesses  of  the  human  heart  shall  be  laid  open 
before  a  tribunal  that  Is  never  deeeived  and  that  never 
errs;  when  they  rise  before  the  searching  eye  of  an 
avenging  God,  then  let  the  question  be  asked,  who  made 
this  nation- one  common  gambling  bouse;  and,  if  I  mistake 
not,  you  will  see  them  quake  and  tremble  as  did  Baby- 
lon's corrupt  and  revelling  crew  when  they  beheld  upon 
the  wall  the  handwriting  that  announced  their  guilt  and 
proclaimed  their  destiny. 

Mr.  Chmirman,  I  propose  to  examine,  who  **  made  us 
one  common  gambling-house."  Another  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  McKaov]  took  this  occasion  to  pass  a 
eulogy  upon  the  present  administration.  He  also  ex- 
hibited the  claims  of  the  different  candidates  for  the 
presidency,  making  all  merely  sectional,  except  one,  who 
stood  upon  broid  and  enlarged  principles,  that  embraced 
the  whole  Union— *who  stood  pledged  to  carry  out  the 
principles  of  the  present  administration.  And  this  gen- 
tleman, mt  the  conclusion  of  his  remsrks^  with  quite  as 
much  modesty  as  discretion,  thought  proper  to  read  us  a 
lecture  on  parties,  deprecating  all  psrty  topics,  as  not  to 
be  drawn  into  discussion  on  this  great  bill  of  so  much 
interest.  Yes,  sir,  this  Pharisaical  party,  who  arrogate 
to  themeelves  all  virtue,  and  thank  God  that  they  are  not 
as  other  men,  have  the  effrontery  to  call  upon  us  to  hold 
our  peace,  while  they  stand  pledged  to  carry  out  the 
principles  of  the  present  administration !  Let  us  briefly 
look  back  and  see  what  are  these  principles. 

One  of  the  first  avowals  of  principle  was  the  indirect 
pledge  made  by  the  President  in  his  famous  letter  to  the 
Tennessee  Legislature,  in  which  he  laid  it  down  that  no 
member  of  Congress  should  be  appointed  to  office  du- 
ring his  membership,  and  for  two  years  afterwards.  Thtf 
next  great  pledge  made  in  the  canvass  was  that  no  man 
ihonld  be  dismissed  from  office  for  opinion's  sake.  This 
principle  was  indirectly  avowed  by  the  war  made  upon 
those  who  were  supposed  to  have  done  so.  Then  came 
the  celebrated  inaugural,  in  which  reform!  reform!  stood 
out  in  bold  relief  in  every  line.  The  «<  Augean  stables 
vere  to  be  cleansed."  Now,  I  hold  that  the  public 
pledges  which  a  man  makes  before  the  world  are  as 
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binding  upon  him,  by  all  the  principles  of  sound  morality, 
as  his  pledged  honor  in  private;  and  he  who  would  wan- 
tonly disregard  the  one  would  violate  the  other.  Those 
public  men  who  notoriously  set  at  defiance  all  the 
pledges  that  they  have  ever  made,  go  very  far  to  set  an 
example  well  calculated  to  produce  looseness  of  morality 
and  general  profligacy,  all  tending  to  make  the  nation 
a  common  *<  gambling-house,"  where  falsehood  ao4 
treachery  hold  a  triumphant  away. 

What  has  been  the  fact  with  reference  to  the  first 
pledge,  to  which  I  have  alluded?  More  members  of 
Congress  have  been  appointed  to  office  than  under  any 
three  administrations  since  the  commencement  of  the 
Government.  And  as  to  dismissals  from  office  for  politi* 
cal  opinions^  I  have  only  to  state  the  remarkable  fiict, 
that  in  all  the  administrations  of  this  Government  up  to 
the  present,  all  the  dismissals  together  smount  to  only 
seventy-four,  while  in  this  administration  there  have  been 
upwards  of  nine  hundred;  and  two  hundred  and  thirty 
of  them  important  officers.  Is  this  the  principle  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  McKbob]  would  advocate?  As  to  the 
reform  pledged  in  the  inaugural,  we  have  had  it.  This 
modern  reform  has  come  over  us,  with  all  its  blessings. 
True,  there  has  been  a  change,  but  it  has  only  been  % 
change  from  those  who  were  m  office,  to  the  vilest  and 
most  lawless  crew  that  were  ever  raised  up  under  the 
dispensations  of  Providence  to  scourge  a  degenerate  and 
ungrateful  people.  Sycophancy  and  servility  have  taken 
the  place  or  all  the  heroic  and  manly  virtues.  The  rooks, 
together  with  obscene  birds,  have  perched  themselves 
in  the  high  placea  of  the  land,  and  we  sit  here  beneath, 
surrounded  dailv  with  their  filth  and  putrified  corruption. 
Office-holders  (now  become  miserable  dependants)  and 
office-seekers  infest  every  turn  snd  corner;  and  let  it  be 
known  that  any  man  has  influence,  from  his  being  the 
tool  of  those  who  have  patronage  to  confer,  and  be  is 
overwhelmed  with  the  bowing  and  cringing  of  these 
aUives  and  beggars.  Crowds  of  miserable  hungry  beings 
creep  and  crawl,  in  the  darkness  of  midnight,  through 
the  hidden  recesses  and  gloomy  avenues  that  lead  up  to 
the  throne  of  royal  favor.  These  creatures,  generated 
as  they  are  in  despotism,  are  pervading  the  country  and 
becoming  more  loathsome  than  the  creeping  lice  or 
'•slimy  frogs  of  Egypt"  ever  were  in  the  days  of  God's 
judgments.  This,  sir,  is  the  reform  with  which  we  are 
blessed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  cannot  shut  our  tyt%  to  what  we  see 
passing  around  us.  The  Government  is  virtually  changed, 
and  the  people  seem  to  be  sinking  into  acquiescence. 
The  dismissal  of  the  first  cabinet,  upon  the  notorious 
principles  involved,  was  an  open  avowal  that  arbitrary 
will  should  govern  even  in  private  circles.  The  war 
waged  upon  all  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  land— 
upon  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  the  Senate,  and  even 
at  first  upon  this  House,  because  they  were  favorable  to 
a  recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  then  the  ap- 
peals constantly  made  to  the  people  as  one  aggregate 
mass— all,  all,  announced,  in  language  not  to  be  mistaken, 
that  the  constitutional  republic  of  States  was  to  be  bro- 
ken down,  snd  that  a  simple  democracy  of  brutal  num- 
bers, with  sn  elective  and  unlimited  monarchy,  was  to  be 
raised  over  the  ruins. 

The  President  has  habitually,  through  flattery,  ap- 
pealed  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  all  that  is  igno- 
ble and  low  in  society,  to  sustain  him  in  his  reckless 
career  upon  the  institutions  of  his  country.  In  this  he 
has  pursued  the  course  of  all  those  who  have  intended 
to  usurp  the  liberties  of  the  people.  C«sar,  when  he 
crossed  the  Rubicon,  did  it  to  bless  the  people  and  pre- 
serve  the  laws.  He  refused  the  crown  that  was  urged 
upon  him,  and  then  took  royal  power  to  please  the  pco- 
pie.  By  what  authority  is  ft  that  the  President  makes 
his  appeals  to  the  people,  as  contradistinguished  fr6m  the 
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Uwi  and  constitution  of  his  country^  He  was  elected, 
not  by  a  simple  majority  of  the  whole,  but  by  majorities 
from  the  States.  Erery  principle  in  the  constitution  is 
against  making  this  a  simple  majority  Government.  It 
was  made,  and  can  alone  be  altered,  by  States.  The 
Stales  are  equal  in  one  branch i  and  even  the  representa^ 
tion  in  this  House  is  differently  modified  from  different 
States.  Change  this  state  of  this  things,  and  convert  it 
into  a  simple  unmixed  democracy,  and  you  immediately 
raise  one  interest  in  society  in  deadly  hostility  against 
another,  which  must  end,  as  all  simple  democracies 
have  done,  in  a  dictator  or  an  elective  but  unlimited 
monarchy.  To  restrain  the  Executive  interest  in  all 
Governments,  there  must  be  created  some  independent 
and  antagonist  interest  in  society,  which  shall  be  habit- 
ually felt  in  the  practical  operation  of  the  Government. 
You  have  wisely  abolished  the  aristocracy  of  the  old 
world;  but  unless  we  substitute  for  it,  in  the  action  of 
this  Government,  the  territorial  interests  of  the  States, 
to  be  felt  in  full  effect  through  a  co-ordinate  branch,  we 
have  improved  nothing  on  English  libeHy.  The  Exec- 
utive, without  this  check,  necessarily  becomes  the 
MMiree  of  all  honor  and  power»  and  absorbs  all  other 
interests. 

Is  this  not  the  fact  nowf  Is  there  a  practical  man 
here  who  does  not  know  that  the  Executive  is  at  this 
moment  tbe  controlling  and  unrestrained  power  of  this 
confederacy^  Is  it  not  proclaimed  with  triumph  that  be 
has  a  majority  in  both  Houses?  Where,  then,  is  the 
practical  check? 

- 1  maintain,  sir,  that  the  Government,  in  fact,  is 
chsnged,  and  has  become  absolute?  Look  at  the  history 
of  the  times,  and  doubt  it  if  you  can!  Some  two  years 
since  the  President  issued  a  proclamation  for  the  open 
purpose  of  bringing  down  civil  war  upon  an  independ- 
ent State  of  this  Union.  This  extraordinary  document 
4eclared  that  the  States  <*  were  not  and  never  were  at 
any  period  sovereign  and  independent."  This  assertion 
was  directly  in  the  face  of  all  history,  for  the  declaration 
of  independence  itself  announced  that  **  these  colonies 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent 
Stales.**  The  second  article  of  confederation  declares 
that  ••  each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence.'^  And  yet,  notwithstanding  this  bare- 
faced falsehood,  what  was  the  result?  This  instrument, 
by  which  the  sovereignty,  pride,  self-respect,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  States  were  cloven  down  by  a  single 
dash,  was  received  amid  hallelujahs;  and  the  very  States 
that  were  disgraced  by  it,  instead  of  calling  up  the 
spirit  of  the  entombed  constitution,  bowed  down  in  sub- 
serviency, while  the  whole  nation,  by  universal  acclama- 
tion, aeemed  to  join  in  the  modern  apotheosis  of  its  nom- 
inal author.  Is  there  any  man  now,  who  looks  back 
coolly,  that  does  not  believe  this  to  be  the  proclamation 
that  changed  the  republic? 

And  here  let  me  refer  to  an  instance,  as  illustrating 
the  change  of  the  times,  and  to  show  that  the  whole 
country,  the  hi^h  and  the  low,  are  sinking  under  delu- 
sion into  the  universal  '*humbuggery"  of  the  day.  Last 
summer  I  observed  an  account  of  a  large  meeting  in  the 
refined,  polished,  and  hospitable  city  of  Boston,  called 
to  attend  the  ceremony  of  presenting  their  distinguished 
and  intellectual  citizen  w^ith  a  silver  cup,  on  which  was 

inscribed  <Mhe  defender  of  the  constitution."  Who  sus- 
tained the  principles  of  th»  proclamation?  who  imbodied 

them  in  the  ••force  bill?"  who  carried  that  measure 
through,  and  placed  it  on  the  statute  book,  consecrating 
the  usurpation  of  all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive? This  <*  defender  of  the  constitution."  And  it  is 
remarkable  that  he,  in  the  very  speech  in  which  he  re- 
turned his  thanks,  declared  that  the  constitution  was  vir. 
tually  changed,  and  that  all  power  was  now  in  the  bands 
of  the  Executive.     I  refer  to  this  scene  merely  to  show 


that  even  the  intelligent  and  educated  are  falling  under 
the  delusions  of  the  day;  and  if  they  be  so  blind,  what 
must  be  expected  from  others  who  bask  in  power  and 
live  by  deception?  I  hope  there  is  no  man  now,  who 
can  look  back  upon  these  two  measures  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  then  see  what  be  now  knows  to  exist  around 
him,  without  learning  some  impressive  and  solemn  lea- 
sons  as  to  the  downward  career  of  the  republic 

But  to  return.  While  triumphal  arches  were  raised, 
upon  which  was  inscribed  **  the  principles  of  the  proc- 
lamation, the  principles  of  New  England"— while  he 
whose  life  bad  been  an  open  war  upon  all  law  was  re- 
ceiving in  the  halls  of  universities  the  flattering  unction 
of  •*  doctor  of  tbe  learned  laws"  poured  upon  his  head— 
what  was  the  remarkable  fact?  He  was  then  actually 
penning  the  order  for  the  lawless  seizure  of  the  whole 
treasure  of  the  nation. 

Considering  the  state  of  things,  this  was  a  sa^cious 
and  profound  move,  and  those  who  planned  it  well 
understood  the  downward  progress  of  events,  and  the 
recorded  history  of  liberty.  Usurpation  upon  usurpa- 
tion had  been  perpetrated.  Tbe  great  principles  of 
the  constitution  had  been  aubverted.  This  measure  was 
absolutely  necesnry  to  sustain  the  power  that  had  been 
acquired,  and  to  transmit  it  to  a  successor.  It  diverted 
public  attention  from  what  had  been  done.  Despotism 
and  usurpation,  in  other  countries,  rely  upon  the  sword 
and  a  standing  army  to  sustain  themselves;  but,  from  the 
nature  of  our  institutions,  they  are  compelled  here  to 
rely  upon  leagued  banks,  money,  office-hoklers  and 
office-seekers,  bribery  and  corruption.  Lawless  power 
here  relies  upon  deception  and  fraud,  while  elsewhere 
it  relies  upon  force. 

I  question  very  much  whether,  in  this  country,  we 
can  ever  have  even  the  privilege  of  an  appeal  to  revolu- 
tion. Each  State  has  its  own  peculiar  local  interests  and 
peculiar  public  opinion.  This  almost  forbids  all  system 
and  concert  of  action;  and  he  who  is  at  the  bead  of 
aflTairs  must  have  little  talent  indeed,  if,  with  his  tre- 
mendous power  and  patronage,  he  is  not  able  to  play 
off  one  part  of  the  community  against  the  other.  But 
there  is  another  cause  which  I  fear  may  prove  fatal  to 
the  prospects  of  liberty.  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
even  a  reform  can  ever  take  place.  With  our  immense 
system  of  credit,  extending  Itself  into  all  the  ramifica- 
tions of  the  community — with  our  seven  hundred  banka 
pressing  down  upon  all  the  secret  springs  of  society,  and 
transacting  business  upon  calculations  made  for  the 
future — I  say  I  doubt  whether,  under  this  vsst  and  com- 
plicated sysstem,  the  various  interests  of  which  no  man 
can  fathom,  whether  even  reform  can  ever  take  place. 
All  those  who  may  be  directly  or  indirectly  (and  who  it 
not?)  interested  in  this  stupendous  system  would  pre- 
fer to  acquiesce  under  a  despotism  rather  than  to  run 
the  hazard  of  a  change  from  reform  or  revolution. 

Those  who  seized  the  moneyed  resources  of  the  nation 
well  knew  the  resistless  power  they  were  to  wield,  con- 
trolling as  it  does,  directly  and  indirectly,  at  least  one 
hundred  millions  of  capital.  Other  people  have  to  sub- 
mit to  the  sword  drawn  over  them  by  a  conqueror,  who 
may  at  least  have  the  manliness  of  courage  to  command 
some  respect;  but  we  have  to  submit  to  a  mean  and  in- 
famous despotism,  sustained  by  a  moneyed  power,  con- 
trolling, through  bribery  and  corruption,  all  that  is  aban- 
doned and  profligate  in  society.  No  wonder  that  **  the 
whole  nation  is  one  common  gambling-house." 

Let  us  now  look  to  a  more  recent  event,  as  distinctly 
marking  this  great  change  in  our  Government.  And  on 
this  point  I  will  take  the  facta  as  stated  with  so  much 
spirit  by  the  gallant  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wise,]  and  which  I  have  never  seen  the  slightest  pre- 
tence to  deny.  1  allude  to  the  last  night  of  the  last 
Congress,  when  scenes  occurred  of  the  deepest  impor- 
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Unce  to  the  liberties  of  thia  country.  It  was  then  that 
the  President,  with  the  first  officer  of  his  cabinet,  and 
the  second  officer  of  the  Governinent,  came  into  the 
dark  recesses  of  this  Capitol,  and,  through  his  vile  min- 
ions and  miserable  tools,  defeated  a  measure  of  vast  im- 
portance, before  this  House,  fur  the  notorious  purpose  of 
waging  a  popular  war  upon  the  Senate.  Cromwell 
went  into  the  House  cf  Commons,  at  the  head  of  armed 
men,  and  ordered  its  dissolution.  But  here,  nr,  we  have 
a  President  who  comes  not  like  a  soldier,  but  at  the  head 
of  his  servile  courtiers  and  sycophants,  and  practically 
asserts  his  ascendency  over  both  branches  of  our  Legis- 
lature by  management  and  duplicity.  Is  thitf  our  inde- 
pendence under  the  constitution.^  Is  this  the  check  thai 
we  were  designed  to  exercise  by  the  provisions  of  that 
noble  instrument?  Where  ii  the  spirit  of  our  fore- 
fathers? Better,  fiir  better  for  us  to  be  **  dogs,  and  bay 
the  mcHin,"  or  *'  toads,  and  feed  on  the  vapor  of  a  dun- 
geon," than  to  hold  our  seats  here  only  to  disgrace  the 
memory  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us.  1  know  that 
we  are  apt  to  become  indiflferent  and  callous  under  the 
habitual  contemplation  of  evils  which  seem  almost  to 
forbid  a  remedy.  And  it  is  from  this  that  liberty  is  lost 
We  sit  here  and  see  things  which  we  have  not  the 
courage  or  manliness  to  resist 

Whmt  is  now  passing  before  this  country  in  the  history 
of  the  day  ?  An  attempt  is  now  openly  being  made  to 
expunge  the  constitution,  and  drag  down  the  Senate  in 
humble  penitence  before  a  master,  tor  having  dared  to  ex- 
press an  independent  sentiment.  If  this  succeeds,  it  will 
be  the  consummation  of  our  downfal. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  that  under  certain  circumstances  an  in- 
dividual may  desire  that  his  crimes  should  be  expunged 
from  the  memory  of  man — I  am  aware  that  there  are  those 
who  would  desire  to  convert  the  whole  earth  into  one 
universal  pandemonium,  only  that  they  might  become 
prominent  from  their  very  iniquity,  and  reign  triumphant 
from  their  very  guilt.  But  1  am  totally^t  a  loss  to 
understand  the  feelings  that  could  prompt  any  human 
being  to  desire  to  see  a  whole  bod)r  of  men,  intended 
by  our  ancestors  to  be  exalted  and  independent,  bow- 
ing around  the  throne  of  a  lawless  and  reckless  man, 
bearing  in  their  bands  the  constitution  to  be  burned, 
that  the  smoke  thereof  may  rise  to  satiate  his  ven^^eance 
and  appease  his  wrath.  -Sir,  it  is,  it  is  the  reign  of 
Caesar,  and  we  are  cowards,  dastards,  slaves,  if  we 
submit  to  this  state  of  things,  and  shall  deserve  to  have 
our  children  raise  before  us  their  little  hands,  and  shake 
their  manacles,  saying,  thou  did  it!  thou  did  it! 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that  this  is  the  reign  of 
Caesar.  Sir,  1  have  read  the  history  of  the  Roman 
people  to  little  advantage,  if  I  am  to  be  deceived  at  this 
late  day  in  what  I  see  passing  around  me.  We  are  now 
where  that  people  were  when  the  empire  was  to  be 
divi  ded  between  Anthony,  Octavius,  and  Lepidus.  Cxsar 
had  folded  his  robes  and  perished  under  the  dagger  of 
Brutus.  And  although  we  may  have  none  at  present 
with  the  fine  talents  and  acquirements  of  Anthony,  yet 
we  have  many  with  his  private  profligacy  and  abandoned 
principles.  As  to  Lepidus,  1  need  only  point  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  R.  M.  JoHKsoa;]  but, 
as  he  is  a  member  of  this  House,  1  forbear  to  trace  the 
parallel  at  present.  The  beardless  Octavius  had  done 
nothing  to  identify  himself  with  the  glory  and  the  honor 
of  his  country,  but  he  became  prominent  from  the  fact 
that  he  was  supposed  to  inherit  the  sympathy  that  was 
then  running  so  strong  in  favor  of  the  fallen  Cxsar. 
Wary,  artful,  and  sagacious,  he  saw  his  position,  and 
made  the  most  of  it. 

We  too  have  a  modern  Octavius,  who,  winding  his 
way  under  the  robes  of  royal  favor,  proclaims  himself 
the  true  and  anointed  successor,  pledged  to  carry  out 
the  principicB  of  his  master.     What  other  earthly  claim 


has  the  Vice  President  to  his  present  position,  except 
that  he  is  supposed  to  be  the  chosen  favorite  of. him  who 
has  trampled  over  the  liberties  of  his  country?  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  McKxov]  has  declared 
him  to  be  the  only  candidate  who  has  claims  upon  the 
whole  Union. 

For  the  present  I  pass  by  an  investigation  into  his 
political  principles,  and  shall  only  refer  to  one  document, 
which  speaks  a  language  not  to  be  mistaken,  and  de« 
velopa  the  feelings  and  the  nature  of  the  man— which 
writes  his  history  and  his  character  more  fully  than  all 
the  volumes  that  can  be  composed  by  a  flattering  biog« 
rapher.  No  man  can  read  it  without  knowing  its  author. 
It  is  a  letter  written  from  London,  in  answer  to  a  com* 
mittee  in  New  York,  who  condoled  with  him  for  his 
rejection  as  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  James.  I  will 
read  from  it  the  following  extract  in  relation  to  General 
Jackson: 

*<  In  testimony  to  my  public  conduct,  they  are  pleased 
to  speak  with  eulogium  of  me,  as  contributing,  while  In 
the  cabinet,  to  the  success  of  the  present  administration. 
That  signal  success,  1  feel  called  upon  to  declare,  is 
pre-eminently  due  to  the  political  sagacity,  unwearying 
industry,  and  upright,  straight-forward  course,  of  our 
present  venerated  chief.  All  the  humble  merit  I  can 
claim  is,  that  of  having  exerted  myself  to  the  utmost  to 
execute  his  patriotic  and  single-hearted  views,  and  of 
having  sacrificed  all  personal  considerations  to  insure 
their  success,  when  threatened  with  extraneous  embar- 
rassments. That  my  exertions  were  arduous,  painful, 
and  incessant,  I  may,  without  vanity,  assert}  whether 
my  sacrifices  have  not  been  repaid  with  unmerited  de- 
traction and  reproach,  I  leave  to  my  countrymen  to 
determine.  Still  I  shall  ever  regard  my  situation  in  that 
cabinet  as  one  of  the  most  fortunate  events  of  my  life, 
placing,  as  it  did,  me  in  close  and  familiar  relation  with 
one  who  has  well  been  described  by  Mr.  Jefferson  as 
<*  possessing  more  of  the  Roman  in  his  character  than 
any  man  living,"  and  whose  administration  will  be  looked 
to,  in  future  times,  as  a  golden  era  in  our  hiatory.  To 
have  served  under  such  a  chief,  at  such  a  time,  and  to 
have  won  his  confidence  and  esteem,  is  a  sufficient 
glory;  and  of  that,  thank  God,  my  enemies  canfiot  de« 
prive  me." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  many  a  man 
might  have  uttered  such  sentiments  without  any  extraor- 
dinary degradation.  If  they  had  come  from  one  who 
had  forever  retired  into  private  life,  it  would  have  been 
of  no  great  importance,  if  they  had  come  from  one  who 
was  bumble  and  lowly,  and  had  received  private  favors 
from  a  benefactor,  it  would  have  attracted  no  attention. 
But  coming  as  they  did  from  one  who  was  artful  and 
sagacious — who  had  fixed  his  eye  on  the  first  offices  of 
his  country,  with  an  ambition  that  has  never  varied — who 
was  gazing  with  eagerness  for  partisan  support^-I  say, 
sir,  ttuit  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  they  are 
base,  vile,  degraded,  and  degrading  sentiments,  which 
no  freeman  ever  conceived  in  his  heart,  and  none  but  a 
flatterer  ever  uttered.  If  1  am  to  have  a  leader,  in  the 
name  of  all  that  is  lofty  and  honorable,  let  him  be  one 
who  has  the  feelings,  the  independence,  the  heart,  of  a 
man.  Iff  am  to  follow,  let  it  not  be  one  who  cringes 
before^  and  fawns  upon,  the  hand  of  a  master.  JLv^rj 
feeling  of  my  soul  revolts  with  scorn  and  indignation  at 
such  sentiments. 

But,  sir,  look  around,  and  what  is  the  glaring  fact  tn 
the  history  of  the  day  ?  These  sentiments  have  had  their 
weight.  Is  not  the  whole  patronage  and  power  of  this 
Government,  at  thia  moment,  wielded  for  the  open  pur- 
pose of  rewarding  their  author?  la  it  to  be  disguised 
that  the  Baltimore  convention  assembled  to  nominate  a 
successor  under  the  dictation  of  the  Premdent?  Is  there 
a  man,  who  has  sagacity  to  perceive  consequences,  that 
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doubts  it.^  Let  those  things  succeed,  and  it  is  idle  to 
talk  about  a  free  Government.  We  may  have  the  ex- 
terior of  freedom,  but  it  will  be  a  whitened  sepulchre, 
fair  and  beautiful  to  took  on,  but  full  of  corruption  and 
rottenness  within. 

I  commit  no  man  nor  no  party,  but  I  here  take  op- 
portunity to  lay  down  the  doctrine  that  he  who  comes 
into  power  under  such  circumstances,  comes  in,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes^  as  much  a  usurper  as  if  he  had 
come  in  by  the  sword  of  revolution.  Such  a  Government 
is  to  be  obeyed  merely  from  political  expediency,  and 
not  constitutional  obligation.  What  difference,  in  fact, 
is  there  between  a  Government  brought  upon  the  coun- 
try by  presidential  dictation,  fraud  and  patronage,  and 
one  forced  upon  us  by  the  arms  of  a  conqueror^ 

In  those  countries  where  the  succesaon  may  be  fixed 
by  the  hereditary  laws  of  the  land,  where  things  have 
grown  up  from  time  immemorial,  and  become  the  fixed 
principles  of  the  constitution,  a  people  can  make  claims 
to  freedom,  if  the  succession  take  place  consistent  with 
their  institutions.  But  in  this  country,  where  we  have  a 
written  constitution,  every  line  of  which  maintains  the 
freedom  of  the  elective  franchise,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  if  we  submit  to  dictation  or  appointment,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  from  any  earthly  power,  we  are 
•laves  in  feeling  and  in  fact,  and  shall  deserve  ourdestiny. 
The  janissaries  of  Turkey  could  at  one  time  bow-string 
a  sultan,  and  enthrone  hia  successor.  A  Roman  despot 
could  at  one  time  make  his  horse  a  consul,  while  his  de- 
generate countrymen  cowered  beneath  the  imperial 
eagles  waving  along  the  linea  of  prxtorean  bands.  Crom- 
well anointed  himself  aa  one  prepared  to  be  a  martyr, 
and  called  upon  bis  round-head  followers  to  baptize  him 
in  the  blood  of  Charles  I,  that  he  might  come  out  a  saint 
fit  to  wear  the  robes  of  a  dictator,  and  claim  the  sworn 
allegiance  of  a  deluded  and  enslaved  people. 

True,  we  have  no  janissaries—no  prxtorean  bands — 
no  army  of  the  commonwealth,  aa  yet  But  we  have 
what  ta  meaner,  baser,  and  more  degrading— we  have  a 
hundred  thousand  office-holders  and  office-seekers — 
moneyed  corporations  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other — we  have  the  patronage  of  this  Government  and 
the  power  and  popularity  of  the  President*^all,  all 
acting  together  in  concert,  and  devoted  to  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  appointing  a  successor,  and  transmitting  ill-gotten 
power  to  those  who  will  fawn  to  receive  it.*  1  care  not 
what  may  be  the  principles  to  be  avowed  by  such  an  ad- 
"  ministration,  1  make  open,  uncompromising  war  against 
the  mode  and  manner  of  appointment. 

How  long  are  these  things  to  laat?  Are  they  to  be 
borne  by  a  free  people?  Think  you  that  one  half  of  this 
vreat  nation  is  forever  to  be  ruled  over  by  the  other 
Ealf,  upon  such  principles  as  these?  Think  you  that  the 
intellectual  and  virtuous  of  a  great  people  are  forever 
to  be  trampled  over  and  apurned  by  ignorance  and  bru- 
tal numbers?  No,  sir;  it  ia  not  nature  to  bear  it.  The 
worm  that  crawls  in  the  dust  will  turn  when  tread  on. 
And  shall  roan,  rational  man,  sink  himself  lower  than  the 
vileat  of  creation?  Sir,  if  these  things  are  to  be  borne, 
go  first  and  tear  from  the  pages  of  history  those  leaves 
which  tranamit  to  posterity  our  glory  and  our  honor — go 
first  and  gather  together  the  declarations  of  our  inde- 
pendence, and  make  of  them  a  bonfire — go  first  to  the 
graves  of  our  gallant  dead,  harrow  up  their  bones,  and 
scatter  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven  their  dust  and  their 
ashes — tell  our  little  children  these  men  are  unworthy 
to  be  remembered,  and  their  deeds  to  be  imitated;  we 
must  then  do  more— change  the  very  names  of  our  own 
children— ay,  we  must  change  their  very  natures-  turn 
back  the  current  that  now  runs  warm  from  their  hearts, 
and  run  it  into  new  channels — pull  down  the  star-span- 

J  [led  banner,  and  trample  it  in  the  dust  beneath  your 
ieet— then,  and  not  till  then,  shall  we  be  prepared  to 


wear  in  peace  the  chains  of  alaves  and  the  livery  of 
bondmen. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  aware  that  I  have  uttered  sentt- 
ments  ill  calculated  to  suit  the  public  ear.  I  know,  air, 
that  I  have  uttered  sentiments  which  forever  cut  roe  off 
from  all  hope  of  favor  from  this  Government,  or  with 
those  who  are  destined  to  control  it.  But  I  stand  here 
to  apeak  the  truth  to  my  country.  What  is  a  man  born 
for?  Is  it  that,  through  deception  and  sycophancy,  he 
may  wind  his  way  to  power?  Is  it  that,  for  the  day,  be 
may  catch  paaaing  popularity,  that  miserable  mushroom 
thing  which  springs  up  in  the  moisture  and  darknesa  of 
night,  only  to  wither  and  die  under  the  beams  of  the 
noonday  sun?  No,  sirj  man  livea  that  he  may  live  here- 
after, in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  his  countrymen,  for 
having  vindicated  their  interests,  their  honor,  and  their 
liberties.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  highest  destiny 
that  awaits  an  earthly  career. 
When  Mr.  Pickihs  had  taken  his  seat, 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  the  fioor.  and  moved 
that  the  committee  riset  which  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeas  49,  nays  87. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  rose  and  aaid: 
Mr.  Chairman:  The  debate  which  has  grown  out  of  the 
amendment  proposed  to  the  bill  under  consideration  has 
embraced  almost  every  topic  connected  with  the  policy 
of  the  Government  and  its  administration.  Parties,  the 
press,  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  the  proper  system 
of  public  defence,  the  surplus  revenue,  the  propriety  of 
distributing  it  among  the  States,  the  public  lands,  and  a 
variety  of  other  subjects,  have  been  brought  before  the 
committee  in  the  progreaa  of  the  discussion.  I  do  not 
propose  to  notice  all  that  has  been  said  deserving,  as  I 
think,  the  severest  reprehension;  but,  sir,  1  feel  the 
duty  which  I  owe  to  those  who  sent  roe  here  to  utter  on 
this  occasion  what  I  believe  to  be  their  sentiments  and 
their  opinions  on  some  of  the  great  questions  of  this 
debate. 

In  relation  to  the  parties  into  which  the  people  of  this 
country  are  at  this  time  divided,  I  have  a  few  remarks  to 
make.  The  old  landmarks  which  distinguished  the  fed- 
eral and  republican  parties  have  been  destroyed.  The 
federal  party  of  1801  were  overthrown  becauae  of  the 
opinion,  justly  entertained,  that  they  were  disposed  to 
enlarge  and  extend  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment beyond  the  limits  of  the  constitution.  The  alien 
and  sedition  acts,  passed  by  the  federal  party,  conatitu- 
ted  the  evidence  upon  which  their  condemnation  was 
based.  The  contest  between  the  federal  and  republican 
parties  was  one  for  the  establishment  of  g^eat  prlnciplea 
of  government.  The  republican  party  triumphed.  I 
rejoice  in  its  success.  In  the  progress  of  events,  those 
who  succeeded  as  heirs  to  the  political  inheritance  left 
by  the  republicans  of  1798  and  1801  deemed  it  proper 
to  change  the  name  of  their  party.  The^  aasumed  the 
appellation  of  the  democratic  party,  with  a  view  to  express 
and  enforce  the  idea  of  a  complete  identity  in  feeling  and 
interest  with  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Under  thia 
name,  those  who  elected  our  present  Chief  Magistrate 
have  acted  and  been  known.  But,  sir,  withthe  change 
of  their  name  from  the  republican  to  the  democratic 
party,  they  have  changed  their  principles;  and,  if  we 
are  to  know  their  creed  from  their  conduct,  they  are 
now  the  political  worshippers  of  an  elective  despotism. 
Those  who  lead  the  party  have  violated  every  promise 
made  to  the  people;  and  their  idol,  the  President,  has, 
in  his  conduct,  utterly  disregarded  most,  if  not  all,  of 
his  avowed  principles. 

In  the  present  aspect  of  our  political  affairs  I  recog. 
nise  but  two  parties.  The  separation  between  them  is 
marked  by  strong  and  obvious  lines.  One  of  these  par- 
ties ardently  desires  to  elevate  and  Improve  the  moral, 
intellectual,  religious  and  phyticali  condition  of  society. 
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Devotion  to  e^ual  laws,  and  opposition  to  artificial  dif« 
ferencei  and  distinctions^  sach  as  result  from  unjust  and 
partial  legislation,  constitute  the  creed  of  this  party.  Its 
members  would  open  the  avenues  which  lead  to  wealth, 
to  fame,  to  all  the  heights  of  human  glory,  and  allow 
every  citizen,  no  matter  how  humble  bis  origin,  to  enter 
for  the  race;  untrammelled  by  legal  impediments.  With 
this  party,  intellectual  and  moral  wortn,  patriotism,  and 
talents,  are  sought  after,  when  office  is  to  be  conferred. 
The  members  of  this  party  neither  ask  nor  desire  any 
exclusive  privileges.  They  are  opposed  to  all  laws 
conferring  advantages  or  benefits  on  one  or  more  indi- 
viduals, which  are  denied  or  withheld  from  the  people  at 
large.  They  desire  to  see  no  other  distinctions  among 
men  than  those  which  result  from  greater  industry,  more 
care,  superior  natural  endowments,  and  higher  moral 
qualities.  Such  distinctions  are  founded  in  the  nature 
of  things,  and  produce  differences  enough  among  men, 
without  the  aid  of  human  laws,  favoring  any  one  class  or 
set  of  men  at  the  expense  of  others. 

The  other  party  feels  but  little  solicitude  for  the 
moral,  intellectual,  religious,  and  physical  improvement 
of  their  race.  Judging  from  the  conduct  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  party,  we  should  be  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  deemed  it  proper,  if  not  commendable,  to  play 
upon  the  prejudices  and  credulity  of  mankind,  to  secure 
any  personal  profit  or  emolument.  Their  professions 
frequently  seem  to  proceed  from  correct  principles,  but 
their  practices  prove  that  the  sound  doctrines  they 
preach,  and  the  clamor  made  in  their  propagation,  are 
nothing  more  than  a  component  part  of  a  cunningly  de- 
vised system  of  popular  deception,  by  which  the  unhal- 
lowed schemes  of  corrupt  ambition  are  made  to  prosper, 
and  the  interests  of  the  country  at  Isrge  are  sacrificed. 
The  members  of  this  party  constitute  a  banditti  in  search 
of  ** spoils."  Judging  of  others  by  the  suggestions  and 
feelings  of  their  own  corrupt  hearts,  they  are  ever  ready 
to  attribute  the  basest  motives  and  designs  to  those  who 
oppose  tbem;  and,  with  a  view  to  prostrate  all  opposi- 
tion, it  is  a  part  of  their  policy  to  enaeavor  to  overwhelm 
their  adversaries  by  defamation  and  lies.  They  purchase 
the  venal  with  office  and  gold,  and  intimidate  the  honest 
by  proscription.  Such  a  party  is  not  properly  designa- 
ted by  any  party  appellation  heretofore  known,  and  1 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  them  a  name  suited  to 
their  grovelling  purposes  and  infamous  principles.  Sir, 
it  should  be  denominated  the  sop  party,  because  those 
who  compose  it  resemble  Judas  Iscariot  in  this:  that  they 
will  sit  down  at  the  same  table,  and  dip  in  the  same  dish, 
with  their  master,  and  then  rise  up  and  betray  him  for 
thirty  pieces  of  silver.  No  confidence  can  be  reposed  in 
them  I  for  they  are  altogether  sordid,  selfish,  and  unprin- 
cipled. 

That  there  is  such  a  party  in  this  country,  at  this  time, 
no  one  csn  doubt  who  will  attentively  examine  and  con- 
aider  passing  events.  I  will  not  affirm,  nor  do  I  believe, 
that  all  the  members  of  this  party,  those  who  co-operate 
in  prosecuting  its  worst  measures,  are  acquainted  with 
the  extent,  the  height,  and  depth,  of  the  wickedness  of 
their  leaders.  Paul,  the  apostle,  at  one  time,  sincerely 
thought  he  was  rendering  God  service  by  persecuting 
unto  death  the  disciples  of  Christ.  There  may  be  pure 
motives  in  performing  deleterious  actions. 

Party  power  and  misrule  have  not  yet  obtained  a  com- 
plete ascendency  over  public  opinion.  Some  respect  is 
yet  paid  to  any  strong  demonstration  of  popular  senti- 
ment. But,  sir,  the  cunning  of  party  has  devised  a  plan 
to  give  tone  and  direction  to  the  sentiments  snd  opinions 
of  the  people.  The  device  consists  in  the  use  of  a  pen- 
sioned press,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  psrticular  men, 
and  feeling  no  sympathy  for  the  community.  Every 
species  of  misrepresentation  and  falsehood  in  regard  to 
neaauresy  and  every  sort  of  detraction  and  slander  in 


regard  to  men,  are  printed  and  published  for  the  pur- 
pose of  deceiving  the  people  and  controlling  the  eleo- 
tions.  Corrupt  politicians  use  corrupt  editors  for  the 
purpose  of  corrupting,  deceiving,  and  ruling,  the  peo- 
ple. These  editors,  without  the  least  shame,  will  accept 
a  bribe  in  the  shspe  of  patronage  firora  the  hand  of 
power,  and  then  turn  and  vilify  those  whom  they  have 
eulogized,  and,  with  the  servility  of  slaves,  flatter  thoae 
whom  they  have  abused  and  cursed.  It  is  their  vocation 
to  endeavor  to  bring  suspicion  and  odium  upon  every 
one  who  will  not  worship  their  idol;  and  hence  it  is  that 
a  corrupt  and  bribed  press  teems  with  the  grossest  cal- 
umnies against  the  purest  and  best  men  of  the  nation. 
Sir,  T  regret  that  this  House  has  been  deemed  a  fit  place, 
by  many  members  of  Congress,  to  vindicate  themselves 
sgainst  attacks  made  upon  them  in  the  newspapers.  I 
do  not  consider  this  the  proper  place  to  notice  the  false- 
hoods which  editors  may  print  and  publish  with  a  view 
to  ruin  my  reputation;  and  1  regret  that  any  gentleman, 
in  the  course  of  this  or  any  other  debate,  should  have 
deemed  it  proper  to  consume  time  by  noticing  the  state- 
ments of  the  Globe.  I  would  as  soon  think  of  descend- 
ing to  the  level  of  a  polecat,  and  wsging  war  with  that 
animal.  In  such  a  contest,  however  successful  a  man 
may  be,  he  is  very  apt  to  remain  in  bad  odor,  even  with 
his  friends,  for  a  long  time  after  it  is  ended. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  of  the  district  I  represent 
understand  the  tricks  of  political  knaves,  played  ofT 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  corrupt  press.  The 
press,  when  honestly  conducted,  is  trulv  the  palladium 
of  liberty;  but,  when  prostituted  to  subserve  the  base 
purposes  of  a  sop  party,  it  becomes  a  formidable  engine 
of  tyranny.  The  chief  who  suborns  and  uses  a  corps  of 
scandalous  and  calumniating  editors  thereby  evinces  to 
the  world  his  infamous  means  and  his  reckless  corrup- 
tion in  using  them. 

1  shall  now  call  your  attention,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the 
surplus  revenue,  and  the  propriety  of  distributing  It 
among  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  federal  popu- 
lation. Upon  this  subject  three  questions  present  them- 
selves: 1st.  Is  there  any  surplus  to  distribute?  2d.  Hss 
Congress  constitutional  power  to  distribute  it?  Sd.  Does 
good  policy  require  its  distribution?  I  propose  to  answer 
these  questions  in  their  order. 

Upon  the  first  point  I  shall  be  very  brief.  The  lucid 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Cvsuiiro]  have  satisfactorily  proved  the  existence  of  a 
large  surplus,  and  I  will  not  fatigue  the  committee  by 
going  over  the  ground  which  he  has  travelled  before 
me.  According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  there  was  in  the  deposite  banks,  to  tbe  credit 
of  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  United  States,  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1836,  the  sum  of  $33,294,024  08.  If  the  accru* 
ing  revenues,  during  the  last  three  quarters  of  the  year, 
should  be  equal  to  the  expenditures,  then  that  sum 
might  be  distributed  among  the  States,  without  injury  to 
the  operations  of  the  General  Government.  Will  the 
money  daily  coming  into  the  Treasury  supply  the  de- 
mand, and  meet  the  d.iily  disbursements  necessary  to  be 
made? 

In  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  pre- 
sented at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  he  required 
for  the  service  of  1836  the  sum  of  $23, 133,640.  Admitting 
that  this  sum  should  be  increased  to  $26,000,000,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Indian  wars  prevailing  in  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, and  Georgia,  then  we  should  ask,  will  the  reve- 
nues of  the  year  supply  that  sum?  We  know,  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  amount 
of  revenue  received  during  the  first  quarter  exceeds 
$10,725,000;  at  the  same  rate  for  the  three  remaining 
quarters,  the  totsl  revenue  of  the  year  ViW  exceed 
$42,900,000.  Deduct  the  sum  of  $26,000,000,  which 
may  be  required  for  the  acrvice  of  the  current  year,  and 
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there  will  be  a  balance  left,  of  the  revenue  accruing  in 
1836.  of  ^16,900,000;  which,  when  added  to  the  balance 
remtininff  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January  last,  of 
#31,169,455,  would  produce  a  surplus  of  #38,069,455 
on  the  Ist  of  Janusry,  183r,  without  taking  into  consid- 
oration  the  $7,000,000  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SUtes.  But,  sir,  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  revenue  of 
1836,  for  the  three  remaining  quarters,  will  not,  in  any 
one  of  them,  egual  that  of  the  first  quarter,  then,  I  ask, 
bow  many  millions  will  it  fall  short?  For  such  is  the 
state  of  thinfirs,  that  you  may  deduct  millions,  and  yet  be 
able  to  distribute  among  the  States  thirty  millions  of  the 
surplus.  I  do  not  admit,  however  that  there  will  be  any 
material  diminution  in  the  revenue  during  the  balance 
of  this,  or  in  many  years  to  come.  There  is  danger  to 
be  apprehended,  and  great  danger  too,  from  the  number 
and  condition  of  the  six  hundred  banks  which  cover  the 
country  from  Missouri  to  the  Atlantic,  and  from  Maine 
to  Louisiana.  The  great  disparity  between  the  paper 
circulation  and  the  amount  of  specie  in  their  vaults  is 
such,  that  a  sudden  panic  may  burst  the  bubble,  and  re- 
produce the  scenes  of  1819-'30.  But  the  disastrous 
consequences  of  such  an  event,  however  lasting  and 
fatal  to  the  hopes  and  fortunes  of  particular  individuals, 
would  only  give  a  temporary  shock  to  the  onward  move- 
ment of  this  young  and  growing  nation.  The  nation,  as 
heretofore,  woula  soon  recover  from  the  effects  of  such 
calamity,  and  the  customs  and  public  lands  would  again 
replenish  our  Treasury  to  overflowing. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  progressive  diminution  of  du- 
ties on  imports,  under  the  compromise  act  of  1833,  will 
lessen  the  amount  of  revenue;  and  it  has  been  predicted 
that  the  sales  of  the  public  domain  will  greatly  decline  in 
a  few  years.  I  do  not  believe  these  predictions  will  be 
verified.  In  the  first  place,  a  diminution  of  the  tax  or 
duty  on  an  article  does  not  necessarily  produce  a  corre- 
sponding diminution  of  the  revenue.  The  amount  of  rev- 
enue depends  upon  the  quantity  of  dutiable  articles  con- 
sumed; and  as  goods  are  sold  cheaper  in  consequence 
of  lessening  the  duties,  the  consumption  will  be  greater, 
and  thus  an  increased  consumption  will  more  than  bal- 
ance the  decrease  of  duty.  Turn  your  attention,  Mr. 
Chairman,  for  a  moment,  to  the  great  West:  ask  your- 
self what  is  it  now,  and  what  was  it  during  the  last  war? 
At  that  time,  the  whole,  a  few  districts  excepted,  might 
be  considered  a  wilderness,  in  comparison  with  its  pres- 
ent condition.  The  farms  newly  settled,  in  many  instan- 
ces, did  not  yield  a  support  for  their  owners  and  their 
fitmilies.  The  dwelling-houses  were  log  cabins,  and 
comfortable  stables,  barns,  and  out-houses  were  not  to 
be  seen.  In  this  state  of  things,  whenever  the  labor  of 
clearing  and  cultivating  new  land  produced  something 
for  sale,  af\er  subsisting  the  family,  the  money  arising 
was  necessarily  expended  in  erecting  more  comfortable 
dwellings,  barns,  &e.  Thus  there  was  nothing  to  spare 
for  the  merchant,  or  to  purchase  articles  of  foreign 
growth  or  manufacture,  upon  which  more  than  half  our 
revenue  is  raised.  How  is  it  now'  Vast  multitudes,  by 
their  industry  and  labor,  have  placed  theitiselves  in  com- 
fortable houses,  upon  productive  farms,  well  provided 
with  every  convenience,  and  yielding  them  annually,  in 
surplus  grain,  or  tobacco,  or  cotton,  or  live  stock,  a 
handsome  income.  No  longer  compelled  to  expend  it 
in  clearing  lands  and  building  houses,  they  csn  now  af- 
ford to  treat  their  wives  and  datigliters  and  sons  with 
foreign  articles;  and  the  West  now  proves  what  has 
been  found  to  be  true  in  all  ages,  that  people  who  have 
money,  and  who  are  not  restricted  in  its  expenditure  by 
an  overruling  necessity,  will  use  it  to  gratify  their  appe- 
tites and  tare  for  luxuries  and  dress.  The  consequence 
ifl,  an  immense  increase  in  the  consumption  of  foreign 
merchandise;  and  hence  our  Treasury  will  be  kept  full  to 
overflowing,  notwithstanding  the  gradual  diminutiou  of 


duties  on  imports.  In  proof  of  the  now  large  and  in- 
creasing consumption  of  the  West,  only  look  at  the  heavy 
business  done  upon  the  railroads  and  canals  connecting 
the  Atlantic  ports  with  the  Mississippi  valley;  and  be- 
hold the  increasing  hundreds  of  stesmboats  which  are 
now  actively  engsged  upon  the  waters  of  the  West. 
Sir,  a  survey  of  the  condition  of  agriculture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  in  the  Atlantic  States  would  equally 
denote  the  continuance  of  a  full  Treasury.  Everywhere 
we  behold  industry  prosper,  generating  and  accumula- 
ting wealth.  The  inevitable  result  is  an  increased  con- 
sumption of  foreign  productions,  upon  which  the  amount 
of  revenue  depends. 

In  regard  to  the  sales  of  public  lands,  there  will  be  no 
decrease  in  the  qusntity  sold,  so  long  as  profitable  in- 
vestments can  be  made  by  purchasing  them.  Those 
who  own  small  tracts  in  thickly  settled  neighborhoods, 
and  which  can  be  sold  at  high  prices,  will  find  it  their 
interest  to  sell  out,  and  emigrate  to  the  new  States  and 
Territories,  where  they  can  with  the  money  get  as  good 
or  better  land,  and  ten  tiroes  the  quantity.  So  long  aa 
the  value  of  lands  in  the  new  States  and  Territories  is  in- 
creasing at  the  rate  of  from  ten  to  one  hundred  per  cent, 
per  annum,  capitalists  will  purchase,  rather  than  inveat 
their  funds  in  stocks  or  in  trade.  The  tide  of  emigra- 
tion to  the  new  States  and  Territories,  the  demand  for 
the  productions  of  their  fertile  soil  in  market,  and  the 
profit  which  can  be  realized  in  a  short  time  from  a  good 
farm,  will  operate  as  permanent  causes  to  produce  an  an- 
nual increase  in  the  value  of  lands  in  the  new  States  and 
Territories.  Men  of  discernment  understand  all  thtt; 
and  hence  the  large  purchases  of  public  lands  made  du- 
ring the  Isst  year  will  be  continued  through  the  present, 
and  probably  for  years  to  come.  Nothing  can  arrest  this 
course  of  things  but  the  entire  change  of  the  present 
land  system,  or  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  and 
the  genera]  pressure  for  money  which  may  result  from 
the  breaking  up  of  the  excessive  issues  of  bank  notes. 
I  have  no  expectation  that  either  of  these  causes  will  af- 
fect the  sales  of  land  during  the  present  year.  Let  them 
operate  when  they  may,  no  argument  can  be  thence 
drawn  adverse  to  the  distribution  of  the  existing  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States. 

The  conclusion  to  which  my  mind  has  arrived  is,  that 
there  exista  a  large  surplus,  and  that  it  will  continue  to 
accumulate,  notwithstanding  the  constant  drain  going  on 
to  sustain  all  the  necessary  operations  of  the  Government. 

Can  Congress  constitutionally  diatribute  this  surplus 
among  the  States?  I  will  not  contend  for  the  power  to 
impose  taxes,  with  a  view  to  raise  money  for  distribution. 
Such  an  object  does  not  seem  to  me  to  fall  within  the 
scope  of  the  delegated  powers  of  the  constitution;  but 
where  taxes  have  been  imposed  in  good  faith,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  constitution,  and  Congress  finds  at  its 
disposal  a  large  surplus  which  it  cannot  expend  with 
propriety  in  accomplishing  some  purpose  of  the  consli- 
tution,  1  do  not  perceive  any  reason  why  it  may  not  be 
divided  out  among  the  States.  If  it  be  not  wanted  for 
the  use  of  the  Government,  it  would  certainly  be  compe- 
tent to  return  it  to  those  from  whom  it  hsd  been  collect- 
ed, if  they  could  be  ascertained.  A  poll  or  direct  tax, 
levied  under  the  expectation  of  war,  may  be  released, 
in  case  of  the  sudden  adjustment  of  the  dispute  without 
war;  and  so,  if  it  had  been  actually  collected,  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  settlement  of  all  difiiculties,  the  Gov- 
ernment no  longer  wanted  the  money,  it  could  not  be  » 
violation  of  the  constitution  to  return  the  money  to  those 
from  whom  it  had  been  received,  and  who,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  tax,  could  be  known  with  certainty.  But  In 
the  case  of  money  arising  from  customs,  and  which  is 
paid  directly  to  the  Government  by  the  importing  mer- 
chant, and  afterwards  reimbursed  to  him  by  the  consu- 
mer, the  Government  cannot  return  it,  when  it  is  not 
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wanted,  to  the  citizen  in  penont  becaase  there  is  no 
neans  of  ascertaining^  the  persons  who  paid  the  money, 
and  the  sums  paid  by  each.  As  that  is  impossible,  why 
may  not  this  Government  place  the  fund  in  the  hands  of 
a  trustee,  to  be  used  for  the  g-eneral  benefit  of  those  who 
cannot  be  individually  desig'nated,  but  who  are  known 
as  a  community  to  have  furnished  the  money?  There  is 
no  reason  against  it.  In  the  selection  of  a  trustee  in  audi 
a  case,  the  State  Governments,  for  reasons  too  numerous 
and  obvious  to- mention,  should  be  chosen.  There  is  no 
lennble  distinction  between  returning  money  not  wanted 
to  those  who  are  known  to  have  paid  it,  and  placing 
money  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  a  whole 
community,  who  advanced  the  money  under  circumstan- 
ces rendering  it  impossible  to  ascertain  what  portion 
came  from  each  individual.  The  question  of  constitu- 
tional pt^wer  is  tbe  same  in  both  cases. 

But,  sir,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  great  deal  of  differ- 
ence between  the  money  arising  from  the  aales  of  public 
land  and  that  from  tbe  customs;  and  were  I  to  concede 
that  the  last  could  not  be  constitutionally  distributed 
among  the  States,  I  shouM  still  deny  that  the  first  stands 
upon  the  same  ground.  It  is  a  common  error  to  regard 
the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  as  so 
much  revenue  received  from  taxing  the  people;  and  I 
have  hemrd  it  contended  that  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  should  be  reduced,  in  order  to  lighten  the  burden 
of  taxation!  A  dollar  and  a  quarter  received  for  an  acre 
of  land  sold  is  no  tax  on  the  purchaser.  He  gets  the 
value  of  his  money.  He  is  as  rich,  and  generally  more 
MO,  after  parting  with  his  money,  as  he  was  when  he  had 
it  in  his  pocket.  Suppose  you  disband  your  regiment 
of  dragoons,  and  sell  the  horses  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; must  you  take  half  price,  lest  you  should  inflict 
onerous  taxes  on  the  purchasers?  Suppose  you  sell 
ground  purchased  in  New  York  or  Boston,  on  which  to 
erect  custom-houses,  or  ground  purchased  for  a  light- 
house, because  you  wish  to  change  the  site,  or  because 
you  have  no  further  use  for  it;  is  it  necessary  to  take 
half  the  value  of  the  properly,  in  order  to  escape  the 
charge  of  cruel  taxation?  Where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween these  cases  and  the  sales  of  your  public  domain; 
There  is  none.  Our  land  system  is  an  exchange  of 
equivalents,  in  which  the  advantage,  if  any,  is  uniformly 
on  the  side  of  the  purchaser.  May  we  not  give  the 
lands  we  own  to  the  States,  without  violating  the  con- 
stitution ?  The  language  of  the  second  clause  of  the  3d 
section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  is  this: 
••  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the 
territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  *'  We  have  already  given  millions  of  acres  to  the 
new  States,  (which  will  appear  more  at  large  in  a  table 
I  ahall  hereafter  present,;  and  no  one  has  imagined  that 
the  constitution  waa  violated  by  the  donation.  We  have 
stipulated  with  the  new  States  to  allow  them,  respect- 
ively, five  per  cent,  on  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  within  their  limits;  and  we  have  paased 
laws  directing  the  payment  to  them  of  three  parts  of 
the  five  per  cent,  so  allowed.  I  have  heard  no  Voice 
raised  against  the  propriety  of  these  proceedings  upon 
constitutinnal  grounds.  The  former  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  Is  an  assertion  of  the  power  not  only  to  give 
away  the  lands,  but  the  money  likewise  arising  from 
their  sale.  Can  it  be  said,  this  is  constitutional  in  re- 
gard to  the  new  States,  but  unconstitutional  in  relation 
to  the  old? 

My  preceding  remarks  apply  to  the  constitutional 
question,  unconnected  with  any  special  and  particular 
conaideration  which  should  influence  the  judgment  of 
the  committee;  but,  sir,  there  are  reasons  to  be  drawn 
from  the  acts  of  the  States  ceding  their  right  to  large 
portions  of  the  public  domain  to  the  General  Govern- 


ment, which  place  the  propriety  of  diatriboting  fhe  mo- 
ney arising  from  the  sales  of  land  thus  ceded  beyond  all 
doubt.  Virginia  and  Georgia  ceded  to  the  General 
Government  much  the  largest  and  most  valuable  portion 
of  the  public  lands,  excluding  those  acquired  oy  the 
purchaae  of  Louisiana  and  Florida.  Virginia  ceded  hen 
in  1784,  before  tbe  adoption  of  the  preaent  federal  con- 
stitution. Georgia  ceded  in  1802.  The  purpotea  for 
which  the  cessions  were  nude  were  indicated  by  nearly 
the  same  language  in  the  conveyance  of  each  State. 
The  deed  executed  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  James  Mon- 
roe, and  others,  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  uses  the  follow- 
ing languages  **  That  all  the  binds  within  the  territory 
so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for 
[certain  uses  mentioned,]  shall  be  considered  as  a  com- 
mon fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
States  as  have  become,  or  ahall  become,  members  of  the 
confederation  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States^  Vir- 
ginia inclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective  pro- 
portions to  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  faithfully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.'* 
By  the  confederation,  the  common  Treasury  was  to  be 
supplied  by  the  several  States,  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  all  lands  within  each  State,  granted  to  or  surveyed 
for  any  person,  and  the  improvements  thereon.  As  the 
States  were  to  be  charged  in  proportions,  to  be  fixed  by 
the  relative  value  of  their  lands  and  the  improvements 
thereon,  I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  the  rule  ahould 
be  the  same  for  distributing  among  the  Statea  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  aales  of  the  public  lands,  especially  that 
ceded  by  Virginia.  I  admit,  if  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government  were  now  defrayed  by  taxes  imposed  and 
assessed  upon  lands  and  the  improvements  thereon,  ac- 
cording to  the  above  rule,  and  no  revenue  were  collected 
from  any  other  source,  that  we  should  be  bound  to  ob- 
serve the  same  rule  in  distributing  among  the  States  the 
money  arising  from  the  sales  of  land  ceded  by  Virginia; 
Hut  when  the  Treasury  is  not  filled  by  taxes  imposed  on 
land,  or  upon  the  people  of  the  States,  according  to  the 
relative  value  of  land  and  the  improvements  thereon 
within  the  States,  I  deny  that  the  rule  given  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  confederation,  by  which  the  Treasury  was 
to  be  supplied,  is  the  rule  by  which  the  distribution  is  to 
be  made.  The  deed  of  cession  by  Virginia  does  not  re- 
fer to  the  rule  for  filling  the  common  Treasury  as  pre- 
scribed in  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  snd  then  de- 
clare that  the  uses  and  benefits  secured  to  each  State  in 
the  land  ceded  ahall  be  proportionate  to  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  States  under  that  rule.  Instead  of  that,  the 
deed  of  cession  declares  that  the  States  shall  participate 
In  the  use  of  the  land,  <*  according  to  their  uaual  respect- 
ive proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure;" 
not  as  then  fixed  by  any  given  rule,  but  leaving  Con- 
gress thereafter  free  to  apportion  the  benefits,  so  as 
to  make  them  correapond  with  the  burdens  imposed  on 
the  Statea.  That  such  was  the  intention  of  Virginia  in 
the  act  of  cession,  is  too  manifest  to  need  further  re- 
mark ;  and,  aa  there  ia  nothing  to  direct  the  partition  of 
the  benefits  according  to  a  rule  then  fixed,  we  are  now 
at  liberty  to  carry  into  effect  the  liberal  and  benevolent 
design  of  that  State,  according  to  its  spirit,  and  to  make 
the  apportionment  with  a  view  to  the  burdens  imposed 
by  the  existing  system  of  taxation.  Under  this  view  of 
the  subject,  what  ought  the  rule  to  be?  By  the  consti- 
tution, direct  taxes  are  to  be  levied  on  the  people  of  the 
States  according  to  federal  numbers.  Indirect  taxes, 
or  duties  on  imports,  are  burdens  upon  consumers;  and, 
as  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  States  consume 
in  proportion  to  their  federal  numbers,  a  division  of  the 
lands,  or  the  money  ariaing  from  their  ssle,  accord- 
ing to  federal  numbers,  will  do  equal  justice  to  the  peo- 
ple of  all  the  States,  and  accomplish  the  object  of  Vit- 
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I^inia.  Her  deed  of  cenion  imperatively  demands  such 
a  diirislon,  beoauie  there  is  no  other  way  by  which  you  can 
gire  each  Stale  a  proper  share  of  the  benefits  derived 
from  the  public  lands  since  the  national  debt  has  been 
wholly  discharged*  Tou  are  bound  to  use  the  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  the  States.  They  are  capable  of  managing 
the  fund  for  themselves,  and  are  willing  to  relieve  you 
of  the  trust.  Why  not,  then,  band  over  the  estate  to 
those  who  own  if,  and  who  are  laboring  under  no  disabili- 
ty? The  States  are  not  infants  or  lunatics.  They  re- 
quire no  guardians  or  trustees. 

Under  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  lands  ceded 
by  Tirginia  and  Georgia  were  accepted  for  the  purposes 
I  have  stated.  The  confederation  was  bound  to  dispose 
of  them  for  the  uses  mentioned,  and  the  6th  article  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares  that  "all 
debts  contracted,  and  engagenoents  entered  into,  before 
the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against 
the  United  States,  under  this  constitution,'  as  under  the 
confederation.'*  We  are  therefore  bound  to  respect 
and  comply  with  the  engagement  made  relative  to  the 
lands  ceded  by  Virginia  before  the  adoption  of  the  con« 
stitution.  The  second  clause  in  the  3d  section  of  the 
4th  article  of  the  constitution  saves  and  recognises  the 
claims  of  Virginia  and  every  other  State  to  an  interest  in 
the  fiubltc  land,  and  leaves  the  subject  to  abide  the 
principles  established  under  the  confederation.  Under 
that  clause.  Congress  has  power  **io  dispose  of"  the 
land,  and  good  faith  requires  such  disposition  as  was 
contemplated  by  the  ceding  Statea.  The  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  land  may  be  *•  disposed  oP'  as  the 
land  itself.  Converting  the  land  into  money  facilitates 
the  disposition  of  the  land  in  regard  to  the  ultimate  ob- 
jects to  which  the  hnd  itself  must  be  applied.  There 
IS  no  distinction  between  the  money  raised  by  the  sale 
of  the  land  and  the  land,  in  reference  to  the  constitution- 
al power  of  Congress  in  disposing  of  them.  If  you  can 
give  the  land  itself  to  the  States,  so  may  you  give  the 
money  for  which  you  sell  the  land,  and  lo  may  you  give 
the  crops  and  rents  which  issue  out  of  the  land. 

I  am  done,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  the  question  of  con- 
stitutional power.  A  committee  of  this  House  (and  I 
believe  of  the  Senate  likewise)  has  reported  that  we  can 
receive  the  bequest  made  by  Smithson.  If  millions  are 
placed  in  voor  Treasury  by  donors  and  testators,  re- 
stricted indeed  is  your  power  if  you  cannot  make  gifts 
as  well  as  receive  them.  But,  in  regard  to  the  public 
lands,  the  people  of  the  States  ask  fo^  no  gift;  they  de- 
mand what  belongs  to  them;  what  they  have  purchased 
and  paid  for  with  their  money  and  their  blood;  what  was 
theirs  by  conquest  and  by  treaty;  and  that  which  is  now 
theirs  in  a  strictly  legal  sense — this  Government  being 
nothing  more  than  the  stakeholder  for  their  use  and 
benefit.  I  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  every  con- 
sideration of  policy  requires  a  distribution  among  the 
States  of  the  surplus  millions  in  the  Treasury.  The 
policy  of  the  measure  will  be  best  shown  by  inquiring 
how  the  States  will  use  the  money  if  they  get  it;  and 
how  you,  sii^  and  those  associated  with  you,  will  use  it 
if  you  keep  it. 

First.  How  will  the  States  use  it?  They  are  now  (or 
roost  of  them)  borrowing  money  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving their  internal  condition.  They  are  engaged  in 
constructing  railroads  and  canals,  in  Macadamizing  turn- 
pikes, and  rendering  their  rivers  permanently  navigable. 
The  progress  already  made  in  such  works,  and  the  ben- 
efits already  derived  from  them,  have  stimulated  the 
States  to  put  forth  all  their  energies  in  completing  im- 
provements heretofore  commenced,  and  beginning  new 
works  which  cannot  fail  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 
Those  States  which  folded  their  arms,  and  did  nothing 
to  open  and  improve  the  channels  of  commerce  and  in- 
tercourse whicD   nature  had   furnished  in  magnificent 


rivers,  but  which  were  useless  in  consequence  of  some 
triflinf^  obstructions— States  which  seemed  never  to  bav« 
conceived  the  idea  of  creating  a  channel  of  trade  and 
travel  entirely  artificial— have  been  roused  from  their 
lethargy  by  the  prosperous  examples  around  them. 
They  now  see  that  they  are  doomed  to  perpetual  inferU 
ority,  unless  they  create  for  themselves  the  same  kind 
of  facilities  which  have  elevated  their  neighbors,  and 
poured  in  upon  them  a  flood  of  prosperity.  The  far- 
mers of  the  West  are  no  longer  content  to  break  dowo 
wagons,  kill  horses,  and  fret  and  curse  in  a  rencounter 
with  a  mud  hole;  they  are  no  longer  content  to  plaoft 
their  produce  upon  the  margin  of  some  river,  and  there 
let  it  lie  until  a  freshet  enables  then  to  take  it  to  a  dis* 
tant  market.  Sir,  I  speak  for  my  constituents,  (and  I 
believe  it  is  true  In  regard  to  the  whole  West,)  when  I 
say  that  they  are  determined  to  have  the  same  advanta« 
ges  which  other  people  enjoy,  and  that  we  feel  that  we 
have  intelligence  and  energy  enough  to  accomplish  what 
other  people  have  accomplished.  Kentucky  and  the 
West  have  embarked  in  making  rivers  navigable,  in 
making  railroads  and  canals;  and,  to  go  on  with  the  work» 
we  have  found  it  necessary  to  borrow  money.  The 
State  I  in  part  represent  has  authorized  her  Governor 
10  contract  for  #2,000,000;  other  Western  States  have 
borrowed  much  more.  Now,  sir,  if  you  will  distribute 
$30,000,000,  the  share  which  Kentucky  would  receive, 
according  to  federal  numbers,  will  exceed  $1,500,000. 
This,  with  the  future  dividends  of  the  surplus  which 
may  hereafter  accrue,  would  enable  Kentucky  to  com- 
plete her  public  works  without  paying  interest  on 
borrowed  capital,  and  would  avoid  the  necessity  of  im- 
posing taxes  upon  her  citizens.  The  money  arising 
from  the  sales  of  public  lands  may,  in  all  lime  to  come» 
be  regarded  as  a  surplus  for  distribution,  unless  war  or 
some  other  great  national  calamity  should  afilict  us;  for 
the  revenue  derived  from  customs  and  other  sources, 
will  be  equal  to  meet  every  useful  expenditure  which 
the  Government  ought  to  make.  What  would  you  think 
of  a  farmer,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  desired  to  improve  bis 
estate,  and  who  should  borrow  money  at  a  high  interest 
with  which  to  do  it,  when  he  had  his  cheat  full  of  dollars 
owned  by  him,  and  which  he  might  use  without  paying 
interest  to  any  one?  A  strait  jacket  and  a  lunatic  asy- 
lum should  be  his  portion.  And  yet,  sir,  such  conduct 
is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  conduct  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, if  we  fail  to  divide  among  the  States  the  surplus 
millions  in  the  Treasury.  We  behold  the  States,  in  every 
direction,  borrowing  at  interest  to  carry  on  their  pub- 
lic works;  and  we  sit  here  playing  the  dog  in  the  man- 
ger over  surplus  millions.  The  real  or  pretended  scru- 
ples of  the  President,  and  his  unintelligble  distinctions 
between  national  and  not  national  works,  between  that 

f>art  of  a  river  above  and  that  part  of  the  same  river  be- 
ow  a  port  of  entry,  and  his  ready  exercise  of  the  veto 
power,  have  paralyzed  the  action  of  the  General  Gov 
ernment  in  regard  to  internal  improvements,  except  io 
the  roost  partial  roanner.  When  the  broad  and  liberal 
system,  sanctioned  by  former  administrations,  has  been 
broken  up,  and  when  we  see  the  people  of  the  States 
taking  it  up,  and  determined  to  progress  with  it,  we 
should  give  them  the  means  which  belong  to  them  to  go 
on  wKh  the  work.  If  you  will  do  it,  1  shall  be  recon- 
ciled, in  a  great  degree,  to  the  destruction  of  the  system 
as  a  part  of  the  business  of  this  Government. 

Only  think,  for  a  moment,  of  the  great  works  which 
the  States  would  accomplish  with  the  money.  lH^w 
York  might  even  surpass  her  splendid  Erie  canal,  by  the 
construction  of  her  contemplated  railroads  and  ship 
canals.  Indiana  and  Illinois,  following  the  example  of 
Ohio,  would  soon  unite  the  waters  of  the  lakes  with 
those  of  the  Mississippi.  Charleston  and  New  Orleans 
might,  in  a  few  years,  be  connected  with  Cincinnati  and 
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NMhville  by  railroads)  and  my  conitituenta  mig^ht  aee 
their  rivers  improved  to  the  hii^hest  navigable  poiiUf, 
and  their  towns  and  viUagea  connected  with  those  rivers 
by  railroads. 

I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  great  works  which  the 
States  m'tght,  and  probably  would,  construct  with  the 
money.  Every  one  knows  that  agriculture,  commerce, 
trade  of  all  sorts,  and  the  whole  business  of  life,  would 
be  beneficially  affected  by  the  execution  of  that  system 
of  improvement  which  this  Government  has  thrown 
Slide,  and  which  the  Slates  have  taken  up.  The  states- 
roan  who,  when  he  has  it  in  his  power,  refuses  to  se- 
cure these  blessings  to  the  people,  will  meet  their  in- 
dignation, and  will  feel  the  remorse  consequent  on  the 
knowledge  that  he  deserves  it. 

But,  air,  I  would  not  limit  the  States  in  the  uses  and 
objects  to  which  th^y  might  apply  the  money.     They 
might,  if  they  chose,  appropriate  it  to  the  education  of 
their  children.     Some  of  the  States   would   probably 
apply  at  least  a  portion  of  it  to  that  object«  and  I  would 
not  only  aanction  it,  but  desire  it.     I  regard  the  system 
of  common-school   education,  which   prevails   in  New 
England   and  your  own   State,    Mr.  Chairman,  (Mr. 
Miair,  of  New  Vork,  occupied  the  chair,}  and  which 
carries  the  knowledge  of  letters  to  the  humble  tenants 
of  the  houses  of  the  poor,  and  enables  them  to  read,  to 
write,  and  to  cipher,  as  one  of  the  first  blessings  among 
the  multitude  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  republic. 
Sir,  1  do  not  say  too  much  in  its  behalf,  when  I  declare 
that  life,  liberty,  and  property,  cannot  be  secure  where 
ignorance  prevails,  or  where  ignorance  rules.     A  fool- 
ish, uninformed  people  will  become  a  prey  to  intelligent 
knavea.     Despotism  is  the  consequence;  liberty  isstrick- 
en  down,  lives  are  sacrificed,  and  property  rifled.     Mr. 
Chairman,  i  am  indebted  to  an  uncle's  chsrlty  for  what 
education  1  received,  and  I  feel  sensibly  for  the  con- 
dition of  those  children  whose  parents  are  unable  to 
help  them.     There  are  thousands  who  will  become  use- 
ful citizens,  and  some  throw  a  lustre  upon  humanity,  if 
our  State  Governments  will  lend  a  helping  hand  in  due 
season.     Sir,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  instances 
of  unassisted  genius  in  the  humble  walks  of  life,  by  the 
force  of  innate  power,  stimulated  by  the  freedom  of  our 
institutions,  irradiate  the  gloom  of  birth,  and  become 
intellectual  lights  of  the  world.     Sir,  we  ought  to  glory 
in  assisting,  directing,  and  developing,  the  faculties  of 
the  rising  generation,  who  will  soon  occupy  our  plsces. 
The  State  should  be  the  psrent  of  the  destitute,  and 
bring  them  up  for  their  country. 

We  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  many  useful  and  glorious 
purposes  to  which  the  States  would  apply  the  money  if 
they  had  it.  Let  ns  inquire  bow  this  Government  will 
use  it,  if  it  be  not  distributed.  We  can  only  predict  the 
future,  by  considering  the  present  and  the  past.  We  have 
no  assurance  that  you  will  do  better  hereafter  than  you 
have  heretofore  done.  I  will  undertake  in  a  few  words 
to  prove,  by  stating  undeniable  facts,  thst  you  will  use 
the  surplus  millions  in  the  Treasury  and  the  public  bnds 
for  improper  and  partial  purposes. 

Congress  has  heretofore  appropriated  and  expended 
|5,30r,721  18  in  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland 
road;  12,763,006  33  having  been  expended  in  the  States 
of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  and  the  residue 
in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  By  compact  with  these 
three  new  States,  two  per  cent,  on  the  nett  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  in  their  respective  limits,  is  to 
be  spplted  in  making  roads  leading  to  those  Ststes;  and 
three  per  cent,  is  to  be  paid  them;  making  five  percent, 
ip  all.  The  whole  amount  received  for  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic land  prior  to  the  Ist  day  of  April  last  (no  matter 
where  the  land  was  situated)  amounted  to  $69,649,784  91  { 
five  per  cent,  on  which  is  $3,482,489  25.  It  thus  ap- 
pears that,  instead  of  laying  out  only  two  or  five  per 
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cent,  on  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land  siltiated  la 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  in  making  roads  for  then% 
Congress  has  actually  expended  on  the  Cumberland  road 
$1,835,231  93  more  than  five  per  cent,  on  the  whol« 
stim  received  for  the  sales  of  land  in  every  part  of  th« 
United  States. 

What  right  has  this  Government  to  expend  for  th« 
benefit  of  these  States  so  many  millions  in  rosd-making, 
and  deny  to  Kentucky  a  pittance  for  a  like  object'  Aral 
yet  this  has  been  done.  President  Jackson,  upon  Vtm 
pretext  that  the  Government  ought  not  to  unite  its  fundi 
with  those  of  individuals,  and  become  copartners  ia 
stock,  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  Maysville  and  Lex* 
ington  road  was  not  national,  puts  his  veto  upon  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  to  aid  in  its  construction,  t 
cannot  tnni  aside  to  demonstrate  the  futility  of  such 
attempted  distinctions,  nor  will  I  stop  to  deprecate  tha 
election  of  a  man  as  his  successor  pledged  **  generally"  to 
follow  in  his  footsteps.  I  will  proceed  to  exhibit  other 
evidences  of  partiality  in  past  legislation,  giving  the  new 
States  advantages  over  the  old,  in  regard  to  the  uses  and 
benefits  drawn  from  the  public  lands,  for  which  it  will 
be  difficult  to  find  sny  warrant  in  the  deeds  of  cessioa 
creating  the  trust,  under  which  the  General  Government 
holds  the  title. 

The  following  qusntitiet  of  land  have  been  granted  to 
the  new  States  for  the  purposes  specified,  to  witi 


For  the  use  of  common  schools       -  -  10,631,817 

To  aid  in  constructing  roads  and  canals  •  2,446,951 

For  seats  of  Government    •            •  •  28,989 

For  colleges  and  academies            •  -  484,320 


Total  donations  in  land 


13,592.077 


The  land  thus  given,  at  the  minimum  price  of  $1  25 
per  acre,  would  bring  $16,990,096.  There  ia  no  doubt* 
that  these  lands  at  this  day  are  worth  nigher  fifty  millionf 
than  sixteen.  But  take  the  minimum  estimate,  and  add 
to  it  the  amount  expended  upon  the  Cumberland  road, 
and  you  will  have  an  aggregate  exceeding  twenty.two 
millions  of  dollars,  which  the  new  Ststes  have  obtained 
from  the  General  GoTernment,  in  land  and  money!  I 
ask  you,  sir,  where  will  you  look  to  find  any  such  bene* 
fits  conferred  upon  the  old  States?  I  know  the  answer* 
It  will  be  replied,  that  tlie  donations  to  the  new  State* 
were  made  with  a  view  to  enhance  the  value  and  incresaa 
the  demand  for  the  lands  retsined  by  the  Government* 
But  I  also  know  thst  the  increased  vslue  of  the  publio 
land,  in  consequence  of  these  donations,  has  not  been  a 
tithe  of  the  value  of  the  lands  given  to  the  new  States* 
Perceiving  how  prodigal  of  favors  Congress  bad  been  ia 
respect  to  the  new  States,  and  thinking  that  Kentucky, 
although  she  had  no  land  belonging  to  the  United  States 
within  her  boundaries,  might  justly  claim  the  title  and 
name  of  a  new  State,  (being  the  first-bom  of  the  Westera 
sisterhood,)  I  proposed,  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
$500,000  should  be  appropriated,  to  be  placed  in  tha 
hands  of,  and  expended  by,  the  board  of  puhTic  works  in 
Kentucky,  in  improving  the  rivers  of  that  State.  My  prop* 
osition  was  instantly  voted  down,  and  I  fancied  that  I  Had 
in  the  looks  of  some  members  from  the  public-laad  States, 
which  hare  already  received  their  millions,  the  language 
of  exultation.  They  seemed  to  me  to  consider  my  mo« 
tion  as  the  offspring  of  impudence,  rather  than  the  result 
of  a  just  claim  on  the  part  of  Kentucky  to  a  participatloa 
in  the  benefits  which  Congress  may  and  ought  to  confer 
without  the  least  partiality,  among  the  States.  Sir,  you 
have  given  money  and  lands  to  the  new  States,  and  pre- 
emptions and  floats  to  their  citizens,  until  they  have  be* 
come  as  spoiled  children,  and  presumptuously  claim  do« 
minion  over  the  public  lands  and  their  proceeds.  There 
U  now  a  bill  before  Congress  to  appropriate  $600,000 
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fbr  the  further  extension  of  the  Cumberland  rrad,  tnd 
you  can  scarcely  mention  the  subject  of  the  public  lands, 
without  beinf^told  that  you  oufrht  to  graduate  their  price, 
and,  after  a  Tew  years,  give  all  which  are  not  sold  to  the 
States  in  which  they  are  situated,  it  is  high  time  for  the 
old  Stat.es  to  apply  the  rod  of  justice  to  these  spoiled 
children,  and  put  an  end  to  their  arrogant  pretensions. 

\jK\  us  consider  for  a  moment  the  propriety  of  the  new 
leheme  for  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  and  especially 
that  of  reducing  the  price,  and  then  selling  them  In 
limited  parcels  to  actual  settlers  only.  I  pronounce  the 
scheme  unjust,  partial,  speculative,  and  fraudulent,  and 
will  prove  it  in  a  few  words. 

It  is  unjust,  because  it  is  notorious  that  there  are  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  unsold  land  worth  more  per  acre  than 
the  price  now  fixed  as  the  minimum.  By  reducing  the 
price,  the  difference  between  the  present  price  and  that 
to  which  it  may  be  reduced  will  be  so  much  given  away 
by  the  Government  to  the  future  purchasers  of  public 
lands.  Tou  are  bound  by  every  principle  of  justice  to 
tell  these  lands  for  their  value  <  and  so  far  as  you  take  less 
thsn  their  value,  to  that  extent  do  you  enrich  the 
purchaser  and  defraud  the  people  at  large,  for  whose 
U!»e  you  hold  the  lands  in  tnist. 

U  is  unjust,  again,  because  by  it  you  sell  as  good  land, 
kt  a  smaller  price,  to  the  new  settler,  than  you  sold  to 
the  old  settler  many  years  ago,  and  who  had  to  encounter 
much  greater  difficulties  in  making  his  settlement  than 
lettlers  of  the  present  day  experience. 

It  is  partial,  because  such  a  system  would  only  benefit 
the  agricultural  classes.  Professional  men,  merchants, 
mechanics,  and  manufacturers,  who  carry  on  their  busi- 
ness in  cities  and  villages,  would  be  excluded  from 
purchasinp^  lands  on  which  to  settle  themselves  or  their 
children,  in  case  they  should  change  their  pursuits,  or  be 
compelled  to  emigrate  at  a  distance  from  the  places  where 
they  long  resided,  and  where  their  friends  and  connex- 
ions live,  to  find  vacant  lands  on  which  to  settle.  We 
should  lillow  the  merchant  or  mechanic  who  settles  upon 
ft  lot  in  a  new  village  of  the  West  to  purchase  his 
quarter  section  in  the  neighborhood  as  soon  as  be  is  able 
to  pa^-  for  it. 

It  u  partial,  again,  because  it  gives  the  citizens  of  the 
Steteaand  Territories  where  the  pubKc  lands  are  situated, 
fP'eat  advantages  in  acquiring  those  lands  over  the  citizens 
cf  the  old  States.  Those  who  are  already  settled  on 
their  own  lands  in  the  new  States  might  erect  cabins  on 
the  adjoining  public  land,  and,  by  moving  a  few  hundred 
yards  or  a  mile,  be  entitled  to  settlement  rights  upon  as 
good  land  as  that  they  now  occupy  at  a  diminished  price. 
It  is  this  advantage  which  would  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  citizens  of  the  new  States  to  select  and  settle  the 
best  lands,  before  the  citizens  of  the  old  States  cculd  get 
ready  to  commence  a  journey  of  exploration,  that  has 
caused  the  deafening  clamor  from  the  new  States  in  favor 
of  graduation  and  settlement  rights.  Not  content  with 
fCrowing  rich  faster  than  any  people  ever  did,  I  fear  they 
look  with  a  covetous  eye  on  the  delightful  lands  owned 
by  the  public  in  their  neighborhood,  in  violation  of  the 
tenth  commandment.  The  only  ground  upon  which  to 
escape  is,  that  land  owned  by  the  Government  is  not  the 
poperty  of  a  "  neighbor;"  and  upon  such  a  plea,  the 
loose  morality  and  worse  religion  of  some  people  justify 
them  in  filching  from  the  Government  whatever  they 
can  get. 

It  is  speculative,  because  it  would  enable  rich  specu- 
lators to  obtain  large  quantities  of  the  best  lands  upon 
lower  terms  than  they  now  can.  Such  speculators  could 
and  would  furnish  settlers  to  any  number  out  of  the 
foreign  paupers  annually  imported  into  this  country,  and 
who,  by  our  naturalization  laws,  are  converted  into 
Citizens  before  they  understand  the  nature  of  our  insti- 
tations,  or  the  blessings  conferred  by  regulated  liberty. 


and  the  evils  resulting  from  licentiousness.  Speculatora 
would  get  such  persons  to  settle  the  land,  and  take  their 
bonds  for  titles;  and,  to  prevent  it,  you  would  be  com- 
pelled to  violate  one  of  the  first  principles  of  freedom,  to 
wit,  the  right  of  contracting,  and  to  prohibit  settlers  from 
selling  their  lands  for  a  limited  time,  or  altogether.  A 
report  from  the  Treasury  Department  shows  that  there 
were  forty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four 
foreigners  brought  to  this  country  in  the  year  1835;  snd 
I  suppose  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  came  to  us  through 
Canada,  of  whom  there  is  no  account  given. 

It  is  speculative,  again,  because  it  allows  a  continued 
series  of  settlements  and  sales;  so  that  when  an  individual 
has  lived  the  prescribed  time  on  a  tract,  he  will  sell 
it  and  settle  another;  and  so  go  on  through  life,  if  he 
pleases.  If,  to  prevent  this,  you  provide  that  no  man 
shall  have  more  than  one  settlement,  then  if  he  is  forced 
by  necessity  to  sell  it,  or  if  he  is  sold  out  by  execution, 
he  can  thereafter  acquire  no  more  of  your  public  land, 
unless  he  gets  it  second-hand,  although  he  may  retrieve 
his  fortunes  and  be  able  to  pay  vou  for  a  home.  Ton 
force  such  a  man  to  be  a  renter  for  life,  or  to  purchase 
second-hand,  at  a  high  price,  or  to  vlohite  your  law  and 
play  the  swindler. 

The  new  system  contemplated  is  fraudulent,  because 
it  enables  any  one  to  swindle  the  Government,  and  ob» 
tain  a  tract  of  l|nd  in  each  State  and  Territory  where 
there  are  public  lands,  notwithstanding  the  law  may 
limit  them  to  one  settlement  light.  This  will  be  done 
by  moving  from  State  to  State,  and  Territory  to  Terri- 
tory. Who  will  follow  and  detect  the  fraud?  It  will  be 
nobody's  business,  and  it  will  not  be  done. 

It  is  fraudulent,  again,  because  it  leads  to  litigation 
and  perjury  in  contests  about  the  priority  of  settlement!^ 
where  a  millseat,  or  a  site  for  a  town,  or  a  first  rate  tract 
of  land,  is  the  prize  contended  for.  Every  bsd  passion 
which  can  sgitate  the  human  breast  will  be  excited  by 
such  a  conte&t. 

In  conclusion,  on  this  new  land  system,  permit  me  to 
remark,  that  the  same  system  which  might  answer  very 
well  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  will  not  answer  to  the 
South.  Give  a  non-slaveholder  a  quarter  section,  and 
you  give  him  more  than  he  can  use.  But  a  slaveholder, 
who  has  a  gang  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  negroes,  cannot  do 
with  less  than  one  or  two  sections.  Will  you  give  to 
the  non-slaveholder  a  great  deal  more  land  than  he  can 
possibly  use,  or  will  you  restrict  the  slaveholder  to  a 
quantity  not  half  enough  to  carry  on  his  operations  upon? 
The  idea  of  ceding  the  refuse  lands  to  the  States,  if  ihey 
are  worth  any  thing,  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  be  a 
palpable  violation  of  the  trust  conferred  on  you  by  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia,  and  the  obligation  you  have  assumed 
to  dispose  of  the  lands  for  their  benefit,  in  common  with 
the  other  States.  I  am  willing  to  sell  swamps  and  hills 
at  less  thsn  the  rich  fsrming  lands  sre  sold  for;  and  as 
soon  as  the  good  lands  are  sold,  we  will  fix  the  price  for 
the  bad. 

Sir,  the  whole  scheme  hsd  its  origin  with  <*  scurvy 
politicians,"  who  believed  that  the  people  were  simple 
enough  to  be  gulled  and  corrupted  by  it.  They  and 
their  scheme  alike  deserve  the  contempt  of  honest  men. 

Let  us  return,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  msnner  in  which 
this  Government  will  use  the  money,  if  it  be  not  dis- 
tributed among  the  States.  Sir,  it  will  be  kept  in  pet 
banks,  to  increase  political  power,  to  favor  sectional  in- 
terests, and  to  make  fortunes  for  those  who  wear  the 
collar,  and  who  are  ready  to  bark  up  any  tree  for  a  sop. 
Your  President,  Mr.  Chairman,  made  war  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  By  his  veto  he  refused  to 
permit  it  to  be  recbartered.  He  told  the  people,  before 
his  re-election,  in  his  veto  message,  dated  July  10,  1833, 
that  "a  Bank  of  the  United  States  is,  in  many  respects^ 
cooyenient  for  the  Gorcrnment  and  vieful  to  the  pco« 
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pie."  In  the  same  message  he  said,  '*  That  a  Bank  of 
the  (Jnited  States,  competent  to  all  the  duties  which  may 
be  required  by  the  Go?ernroent,  might  be  so  organized 
IS  not  to  infringe  on  our  own  delegated  powers,  or  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  States,  I  do  notentertsin  a  doubt.** 
He  said,  **  Had  he  been  called  on  to  furnish  the  project 
of  such  an  institution,  the  duty  would  have  been  cheer- 
fully performed.'*  Mark  the  idea!  the  'Muty"  of  the 
President  to  furnish  *'  projects"  of  laws  to  the  represent- 
stives  of  the  people!  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  what 
part  of  the  constitution  prescribes  that  duty.  As  a  quie- 
tus to  the  whole  subject,  the  President  said,  in  the  same 
veto  message  of  the  lOtb  of  July,  1832,  **A  general  dis- 
cussion will  now  take  place,. eliciting  new  light,  and 
settling  important  principlesi  and  a  new  Concuss,  elect- 
ed in  the  midst  of  such  discussion,  and  furnishing  an 
equal  representation  of  the  people  according  to  the  last 
census,  will  bear  to  the  Capitol  the  verdict  of  public 
opinion,  and,  I  doubt  not,  bring  this  important  question 
to  a  satisfactory  result.**  Oh,  what  an  admirable  display 
of  republican  virtue!  Whst  a  modest  su^estion  of  a 
perfect  willingness  to  abide  by  the  **  verdict  of  public 
opinion,"  as  it  might  be  handed  in  by  a  new  Congress  on 
its  arrival  at  the  Capitol! 

Bnt  lo,  the  sequel!  The  President  was  re-elected  in 
the  fall  of  1832,  and  qualified  for  his  second  term  on  the 
4tb  of  March,  1833.  The  new  Congress  elected  under 
the  larst  census,  and  which  was  to  '*  bear  to  the  Capitol 
the  verdict  of  public  opinion,'*  could  not  meet  under  the 
constitution  and  Jaws,  as  they  then  stood,  sooner  than 
the  first  Mondsy  in  December,  1633.  Dates  are  often 
important  things.  Did  the  President  wsit  for  its  arrival, 
and  then  abide  by,  and  conform  to,  its  «*  verdict?'*  No, 
sir,  he  did  no  such  thing;  but,  with  characteristic  faith- 
lessness to  the  expectations  he  had  excited  by  his  appa- 
rent devotion  to  public  opinion  in  the  veto  message,-  on 
the  18ih  of  September  1833,  a  little  more  than  two 
months  before  the  meeting  of  the  ••  new  Congress"  to 
which  he  had  appealed,  in  a  paper  read  to  his  cabinet, 
he  declared:  **  Whatever  may  be  the  opinions  of  others, 
Ihe  President  considers  his  re-election  as  a  decision  of 
the  people  sgainst  the  Bank;'*  and  thereupon  he  usurped 
the  power  of  deciding  a  question  which  the  law  had  ex- 
pressly given  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  removing  the  deposites, 
thereby  seising  upon  the  money  of  the  people.  To 
cloak  these  proceedings  with  the  semblance  of  legality, 
he  rennoved  Mr.  Duane,  and  appointed  Mr.  Taney,  so 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  upon  paper,  would 
sppear  to  be  his  act,  when,  in  truth,  it  was  the  act  of  a 
dictator,  who,  according  to  law,  had  no  right  to  com- 
mand or  order  it  to  be  done.  Sir,  what  was  the  secret 
motive  for  all  these  doings?  Why  did  the  President  af- 
Cect  to  know  beforehand  what  •' verdict'*  would  be  given 
in,  and  proceed,  contrary  to  all  the  forms  of  law,  to  en- 
ter jndgnnent  and  decide  the  controvers]^  before  the  jury 
had  been  empannelled?  By  the  by,  his  new  Congress 
never  could  be  brought  to  a  direct  decision  upon  the 
matters  involved,  and  shamefully  evaded  giving  any  ver- 
dict approving  or  condemning  the  proceedings  of  the 
President,  which  superseded  their  action  in  bringing 
the  question  of  a  or  the  national  bank  "to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion." 

Why,  I  repeat,  has  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
best  institution  of  the  kind  that  ever  existed,  been  de- 
stroyed^ I  am  convinced  that  the  true  reason  for  it  is, 
that  the  directors  were  too  honest  and  independent,  and 
refused  to  become  the  tools  of  the  Executive  and  the 
agents  of  the  party.  The  correspondence  which  the 
examination  of  the  bank  elicited,  in  reference  to  the 
branch  mt  Louisville,  Kentucky,  more  than  the  corre- 
spondence in  regard  to  the  branch  at  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshirt,  and  both  Uken  together  constitute  the  basis 


of  my  belief.    The  deposites  were  removed  to  obtain 
power,  and  to  gratify  a  malignant  temper. 

The  experiment  has  failed  most  signally  in  securing  a 
better  currency  for  the  people;  but  it  hss  succeeded 
most  admirably  in  securing  more  power  to  the  party. 
Sir,  if  the  President  had  obtained  the  mastery  over  the 
bank,  and  prostituted  it  to  vile  psrty  purposes,  he  could 
only  have  gotten  the  control  of  a  capital  of  $35,000, OOOV 
and  a  debt  due  not  exceeding  $70,000,000;  but,  by  the 
change,  he  has  obtsined  an  influence  and  a  control  of  the 
cspitsl  of  the  pet  banks  amounting  to  $43,690,980  28, 
and  a  debt  due  them  of  $101,625,817  09.  Our  surplus 
millions,  deposited  in  these  pets,  are  used  by  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  stockholders,  the  Marquis  of  Caermarthen 
included,  although  a  foreigner  and  of  the  nobiKty  f  The 
President  can  prostrate  and  bankrupt  the  whole  concern 
at  a  breath.  He  has  only  to  call  on  them  to  psy  what 
they  owe  the  Government,  or  to  determine  on  a  second 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  they  are  ruined.  Think 
you,  sir,  that  they  will  not  court  his  favor,  and  be  obedi« 
ent  to  his  will,  so  that  they  may  make  money  and  avoid 
destruction?  I  will  lay  before  the  committee  the  con* 
dition  of  things  in  the  three  deposite  bsnks  in  the  olty  of 
New  York  on  the  first  day  of  March  last,  or  as  near  iluil 
day  as  returns  could  be  had;  and  we  shsll  perceive 
ground  for  many  serious  reflections,  and  may  thence  learn 
the  operation  of  the  whole  system: 
Situation  of  the  depoiUe  bank$  to  the  city  of  New  York 
on  the  Ut  of  Mareh^  1836. 


Bank  America, 
Manhattan  Bank 
Mechanics*  Bank,  % 


2.001,200  00 
2,050,000  00 
1,000,000  00 


Dollsr^ 


Bank  of  America, 
Manhattan  Bank, 
Mechanica'  Bank 


Cspital. 


Loans  and 
discounts. 


4,562,086  73 
4,G2S,658  99 
5,809,388  40 


6,051,200  0014.398.134  12  477,041  7$ 


Domestia 
exchange. 


477,041  7^ 


Other  in- 
vestments. 


907,053  95 

1,086,055  65 

869.138  72 


Dollars,  2,862,238  2313,470,764  69 


Specie  on 
hand. 


1,265,43928 
1,173,982  41 
1,031,343  00 


Public  mon* 

ey  deposit" 

ed. 


3,411,24051 
3.273,49590 
3,730,79431 


10,41553072 


There  was  due  to  the  above  banks  by 

other  binks  the  sum  of 
There  wss  due  to  other  banks  by  the 

above  banks  the  sum  of      - 

On  this  sum  the  deposite  banks  of  New 
York  might  charge  interest  • 

To  ascertain  the  aggregate  productive 
cspital,  or  that  which  may  be  made 
so,  add  loans  snd  discounts - 

Add  also  domestic  exchange  • 

Add  also  other  investments    • 


$3,256,001 99 
674^854  S^ 


2,59U47  63 


14,398,134  13 

477,041  73 

2,862,248  32 

$20,318,571  80 


Thus,  by  the  aid  of  the  public  money  deposited  in 
these  three  banks,  they  are  enabled  to  make  a  profit 
on  $20,318,571  SO,  when  their  cspitab  together  only 
amount  to  $6,051,200,  and  when  their  specie  on  hsnd  is 
only  13,470,764  69.  The  amount  of  their  specie  is  the 
extent  of  their  wealth  in  reality;  but  as  Government  fs« 
vorites  and  chartered  monopolies,  their  three  millions 
are  increased  to  twenty!  No  wonder,  sir,  that  your  peo- 
ple of  New  York,  and  especially  your  city  stockholders. 
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should  be  willing^  to  perpetuate  this  system,  seeing  they 
Are  so  handsomely  rewarded  by  it.  Besides,  the  heaviest 
deposites  will  be  made  for  ages  to  come,  under  this  sys- 
tem, in  the  New  York  city  banks,  because  the  largest 
•mount  of  revenue  is  paid  and  collected  in  that  city. 
Now,  suppose  the  President  should,  to  punish  these 
New  York  pets,  and  with  a  view  to  reward  the  hanks  in 
Kentucky  lor  political  services,  (should  they  be  base 
enough  to  make  the  arrangement,^  order  the  $10,000,000 
of  public  money  in  the  New  York  banks  to  be  transfer- 
red to  Kentucky.  Is  it  not  clear  that  the  $10,000,000 
could  not  be  paid  upon  demand,  and  would  there  not 
be  great  danger  of  producing  unparalleled  desolation 
among  the  debtors  of  those  institutions,  if  it  did  not  ex- 
tend to  the  whole  country,  by  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
such  an  order^  Sir,  I  should  but  exhaust  myself,  and 
fatigue  the  committee,  by  tracing  in  detail  the  evils  of 
the  present  miserable  system  in  relatiqn  to  our  public 
money.  Let  us  break  it  up  by  dividing  the  money  among 
the  States. 

Unless  we  distribute,  much  of  the  money  will,  here- 
after, as  heretofore,  be  applied  to  extravagant  and  sec- 
tional purposes.  You  have  already  appropiiated  near 
#1,000,000  for  a  custom-house  in  New  York.  My  intel- 
ligent and  Indefatigable  colleague,  [Mr.  C.  Allav,]  who 
has  been  in  correspondence  on  the  subject,  has  received 
authentic  information  that  the  marble  for  the  building 
alone  will  cost  $349,085.  You  have  appropriated 
$350,000  for  a  custom-house  in  Boston,  and  refused  to 
adopt  an  amendment  which  I  offered,  proposing  to  limit 
the  total  expenditure  to  that  sum.  How  much  more 
than  the  sums  already  appropriated,  these  two  palaces, 
constructed  for  the  decoration  of  the  cities  rather  than 
for  any  business  purpose,  will  cost,  no  one  can  conjec- 
ture. You  have,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
got  up  a  South  sea  bubble,  and  have  appropriated 
$300,000  to  send  out  a  naval  expedition  in  search  of 
Symmes's  hole,  or  some  unknown  islands,  whereon  to 
catch  seals!  You  have  a  I'reasury  building  to  erect  in 
.lieu  of  that  consumed  by  fire,  and,  judging  from  the  ex- 
travafrance  manifested  in  the  cases  of  the  custom-houses, 
you  will  probably  spend  a  million  and  a  half  in  building 
your  Treasury.  When  ill  these  splendid  palaces  are 
erected,  your  oiBcers  who  tenant  them  will  require  sala- 
ries proportionate  to  the  magnificence  of  the  buildmgs, 
and  you  will  be  called  on  to  pay  their  servants  in  livery 
from  the  public  chest.  Sir,  this  is  not  a  mere  fiction  of 
the  brain.  Although  you  allow  President  Jackson  a 
•alary  oF  125,000  a  year,  you  have  granted  $1,500  to 
pxy  a  secretary  for  signing  the  President's  name  to  land 
patents— a  duty  which  the  secretary  doea  not  perform, 
if  my  judgment  is  correct,  founded  upon  the  difiVrence 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  names  of  the  President  and 
secretary  in  several  patents  which  1  have  recently  re- 
ceived from  my  constituents.  I'hus  the  secretary  gets 
the  whole  salary,  no  doubt,  and  does  only  half  the  work 
the  law  requires  him  to  do;  letting  a  clerk  write  the 
president's  name,  while  he  writes  his  own  only.  Our 
former  Presidents  could  find  time  to  sign  their  own 
names  to  patentsi  but  General  Jickson  is  probably  fully 
occupied  signing  new  commissions  to  fill  vacant  offices 
occasioned  by  his  removals,  and  the  other  duties  of  his 
station.  I  have  s>een,  in  the  documents  laid  before  me, 
that  you  pay  the  President's  gardener  $1,000  a  year — 
Just  as  much  as  a  tMlented  circuit  judge  receives  in  Ken- 
tucky. Going  on  at  this  rate,  it  is  not  at  all  improbiible, 
ifyour  candidate  for  the  presidency  succeeds  we  shall 
■ee  a  salaried  tailnr  attHched  to  ilie  eotablinhment  at  the 
White  House.  There  is  a  precedent,  I  am  told,  in  New 
York,  which  shows  that  some  of  her  officers  may  draw 
on  the  public  Treasury  fur  mending  breeches. 

Mr.  Charman,  I  cannot  repress  my  indignniion  when  1 
reflect  upon  the  extravagance  and  folly  which  are  stamp- 


ed upon  your  appropriations,  and  when  I  see  the  glori- 
ous purposes  to  which  the  money  might,  and  ought,  and 
would  be  applied,  but  for  the  degrading  misrule  and  de- 
generacy of  those  in  power.  The  character  of  the  timet 
has  changed.  Instead  of  taking  a  common-sense  view 
of  things,  and  honestly  applying  our  surplus  means  to  the 
improvement  of  the  country,  by  which  all  ranks  and 
classes  would  be  benefited,  we  are  giddy  with  concep- 
tions of  magnificent  domes  and  geographical  discoveries. 
Our  thoughts,  like  the  fooFs  eye,  are  roaming  to  the 
verge  of  the  earth  after  adventures  and  fame,  while  we 
neglect  practicable  things  of  vast  importance  at  our 
doors.  The  hearts  of  politicians  have  become  corrupt. 
Office  and  power  are  sought  after  for  the  sake  of  money, 
instead  of  the  noble,  and  benevolent,  and  patriotic  pur« 
pose  of  doing  goodf  and  in  the  selfish  scramble  for  the 
division  of  the  <*  spoils,"  the  disgrace,  if  not  the  over- 
throw, of  our  institutions  will  surety  take  place.  Our 
best  remedy  will  be  found  in  dit-esting  this  Government 
of  the  means  of  corruption  and  prodigality,  by  placing 
the  surplus  at  the  disposal  of  the  States.  If  the  money 
be  not  distributed,  it  will  not  only  be  used  for  such  im* 
proper  purposes  as  I  have  mentioned,  but  you  will  pour 
it  out  upon  chimerical  project<i,  which  you  will  attempt 
to  palm  upon  the  people,  and  to  render  popular  under 
the  captivating  yet  delusive  pretext  of  public  defence. 
The  party  to  which  you  belong,  Mr.  Chairman,  under- 
stand the  vslue  of  a  popular  name  as  well  as  any  set  of 
men  that  ever  livedo  and  they  can  wear  out  a  good  name, 
and  render  it  odious,  an  soon,  too,  as  any  set  to  be  found 
in  the  world.  A  .lackson  democrat  is  a  name  that  has 
nearly  closed  its  career.  It  took  well;  but  I  doubt 
whether,  with  all  your  coaxing,  you  can  get  the  collar 
fastened  on  the  necks  of  the  people,  with  the  brand  of 
'<  Jackson  Van  Buren  democrat"  upon  it.  Sir,  you  must 
take  the  collar  off,  to  engrave  the  new  title  upon  lt|  and 
my  word  for  it,  there  is  great  danger  that  you  will  never 
be  able  to  put  it  on  again.  The  people  are  opening 
their  eyes  to  the  deceptions  which  have  been  practised 
upon  them  by  fiilse  professions,  and  you  will  never  be 
able  to  put  on  new  halters,  if  you  let  them  loose  by  ta« 
king  off  the  old. 

Some  of  the  bills  of  this  session,  purporting  to  provide 
for  the  public  defence,  would  be  more  properly  denonn- 
inatcd  bills  to  squander  the  public  money.  Such  is  the 
bill,  in  part,  now  before  the  committee.  It  proposes  to 
allow  the  President  to  purchase  new  sites  for  fortifies* 
tions,  and  appropriates  a  large  sum  to  that  object,  with 
others,  and  does  not  pretend  to  prescribe  how  much 
ground  shall  be  purchased,  nor  in  what  place,  nor  at 
whsit  price.  We  thus  surrender  the  salutary  control 
which,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  we  ought  to 
exercise,  and  confer  an  unlimited  discretion  upon  the 
President,  who  may  make  purchases  of  land  upon  the 
seaboard  or  in  the  mountains,  in  New  York  or  Nashville, 
just  as  It  msy  please  him.  1  will  vote  away  money  for  no 
such  object.  Before  I  will  vote  the  money,  I  must  know 
where  the  land  is  situated,  what  it  is  wsnted  fur,  and 
what  it  will  probably  cost.  At  one  time,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  session,  it  almost  teemed  to  be  the  determi- 
nation of  the  majority  of  this  House  to  convert  the  whole 
line  of  seacoast  into  one  continuous  breastwork,  and  to 
mount  it  with  cannon.  Nothing  less  grand  and  stupen- 
dous than  a  Chinese  wall  around  the  empire  seemed  to 
meet  the  elevated  conceptions  of  the  Military  Committee. 
The  number  and  magnitude  of  their  fortifications  upon 
paper  gave  ample  scope  for  the  imagination (  and  we 
saw  with  f.«ncy's  eye  embrasured  castles  looming  through 
old  ocean's  mist,  from  pMSsamaqutKldy  to  the  Balize. 
But,  sir,  this  enchantment,  conjured  up  to  drplele  the 
1'reasur)',  has  vanished  under  the  wave  of  Secretary 
Cask's  wand.  His  common-sen»e  report  has  exposed  to 
ridicule  the  silly  idea  of  fortifying  every  hamlet,  tillage. 
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end  inlet,  upon  the  seaboard;  and,  in  all  time  to  come,  I 
trust  that  our  statesmen  will  limit  their  ideas  of  seaboard 
fortifications  to  the  protection  of  our  naval  stations  and 
principal  cities.  To  render  these  impregnable  to  any 
assault,  I  would  g^nt  any  sum.  After  that,  our  surest 
defence  is  in  the  stout  hearts  and  strong  arms  of  loor 
countrymen,  and  the  ability  to  concentrate  them,  snd«11 
the  implements  and  munitions  of  war,  with  rapidity,  at 
any  threatened  or  invaded  point.  Only  construct  the 
Charleston  and  Cincinnati,  the  New  Orleans  and  Nash- 
ville railroads,  and  you  will  accomplish  more  for  the  de« 
fence  of  South  Carolina  and  Louisiana  than  fifty  or  a 
hundred  millions  could  efiect,  if  expended  in  building 
fortifications  along  the  seashore.  An  invading  enemy, 
whose  object  was  plunder  or  conqueat,  would  land  and 
pass  into  the  interior,  where  there  was  no  fort  to  annoy 
him.  The  railroads  would  enable  us  to  throw  an  army 
from  Ohio,  Kentucky,  or  Tennessee,  upon  the  enemy, 
before  he  had  time  to  gain  a  foothold.  As  the  surest 
and  most  effectual  means  of  defence,  therefore,  good 
policy  requires  us  to  distribute  the  money,  so  that  the 
States  may  construct  those  works,  which  will  aid  our 
militar}*^  operations  beyond  measure.  Permit  me  to 
strengthen  these  sugrgestions  by  reading  the  opinion  of 
one  of  uur  most  distinguished  military  men,  taken  from 
a  letter  addressed  by  General  Jesup  to  Mr.  Shriver, 
relative  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  publish- 
ed in  1824.  Tlte  general  says:  '*  How  important  soever 
Internal  improvements,  such  as  roads,  canals,  and  bridges, 
may  be,  in  a  political  and  commercial  point  of  view,  lum 
penuNded  they  will  be  found  still  more  so  in  relation  to 
the  military  defence  of  the  country;  for  the  military  power 
of  a  nation  consists  not  so  much  in  a  numerous  population 
and  great  resources,  as  in  the  capacity  which  it  po<«sesses 
of  concentrating  them  at  assailable  points  with  certainty 
and  rapidity.  If  this  proposition  be  true,  (and  I  hold  it 
to  be  undeniable,)  it  inevitably  follows  that  the  nation 
having  the  best  system  of  internal  improvements,  all  other 
circum»tancea  being  equal,  will  be  more  powerful  than 
any  other,  particularly  in  wars  of  defence,  because  it 
can  place  at  any  point  on  the  frontier  a  greater  force  and 
a  larger  portion  of  supplies,  in  a  given  time,  than  itsantag- 
onist."  The  letter  proceeds,  and,  by  conclusive  reasoning, 
places  the  truth  of  the  above  positions  beyond  all  doubt. 
My  esteemed  colleague  [Mr.  C.  Auasi]  has  furnished 
me  with  the  aggregate  amounts  of  the  various  sums  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  by  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration, and  two  bills  presented  by  the  Military  Commit- 
tee  for  the  construction  of  new  works,  the  foundations 
of  which  have  not  yet  been  laid.  The  bill  now  before 
u%  and  the  amendments  thereto,  propose  to  appropriate 
^,772,058{  and  the  two  bill«  from  (lie  Military  Commit. 
tee  propose  to  appropriate  ^2,5U3,ft00.  l*hus  we  are, 
and  will  be,  called  on  to  vote  for  $45,275,858  fir  fortift- 
cations  in  one  year,  during  the  same  sesiiion,  unless  the 
able  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  arrest  us  in 
the  tnidftt  of  our  madness.  Sir,  you  cannot  spend  judi- 
ciously a  fourth  part  of  (he  money.  You  cannot  g<rt  the 
materials  and  laborers.  Sir,  you  cannot,  in  the  remainder 
of  this  year,  spend  a  tenth  part  of  the  money,  unless  it 
be  corruptly  wasted.  The  avrrage  appropriation  for 
fortifications,  since  the  year  1816,  has  been  annually 
about  $700,000.  The  estimate  for  1835  was  $439,000, 
and  in  1836  we  have  schemes  before  us  which  call  for 
$6,375,858!  Heretofore  the  appropriations- for  naval 
purposes  averaged  about  $3,500,000  a  year.  The  naval 
bill  this  year  amounts  to  $6,235,307.  Sir,  I  was  startled 
when  my  colleague  communicated  these  (acts  to  me. 
They  point  to  a  aettled  purpose  of  squandering  the  mil- 
lions in  our  Treasury  in  visionary  projects,  rather  than 
have  them  distributed  among  the  States!  My  only  hope, 
sir,  is,  that  the  people  will  hold  their  representatives  ac- 
oouauble  for  these  monstrous  abuses! 


I  have  noticed,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  this 
and  other  debates  during  the  session,  that  the  advocates 
of  what  1  believe  to  be  a  most  chimerical  system  of  for- 
tifications have  enforced  the  propriety  of  adopting  their 
plans  by  representing  the  nation  as  destitute  of  the  meani 
of  resisting  aggression  or  prosecuting  war.  f  propose  to 
show,  by  contrasting  our  situation  in  1811,  just  preceding 
the  declaration  of  war  against  England,  with  what  it  nosT 
is,  that  those  who  represent  us  as  weak  and  defenceless 
greatly  err,  if  they  do  not  calumniate  their  country. 

The  total  revenue  for  the  year  ending  30th  Septembers 

1811,  was— 
Customs  and  misoellaneous,    •           •    $13,774^385  14 
Land  sales, 767,061  S3 

$13,541.446  37 

The  revenue  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1835« 
was,  exclusive  of  dividends  on  bank  and  canal  stock% 
and  miscellaneous  items- 
Customs,         ....    $19,334,547  79 
Land  sales,      ....      14,559,19371 


$33,893,741  50 


Population,  as  ascertained  by  the  census  of 
1810, 7,239.903 

Population  now  is  double  what  it  was  in 

181 1 1  by  the  census  of  1 830  it  was       .     13,535.391 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1811,  the  nation- 
al debt  amounted  to       -  -  •    $45,154^189 

fn  1836  we  have  no  national  debt. 

In  December,  1835,  General  Macomb  re* 
ports  the  grand  total  of  the  army  at       •  7,198 

The  latest  returns  of  the  militia  (and  those 
are  Incomplete)  show  a  force  of  •       1,310,450 

1  have  not  laid  my  hand  on  any  document  showing  how 
the  army  and  militia  atood  in  1811. 

In  1811  we  had  In  commission  5 
frigates,  carrying  300  guns;  8 
sloop!!,  126  gunsi  and  3  schoon- 
ers, S3  guns,   .  -15  vessels.   348  guns. 

Ditto,  in  ordinary,  5  frigates,  car- 
rying 172  guns,  -  -    5  vessels.    173  guns. 

Total  naval  armament  in  1811,   •  30  vessels.    530  guns. 

In  1835  we  had  in  commission  1 

ship  of  74  guns;  4  frigates,  176 

guns;  9  sloops  163  guns|  and 

5  schooners,  60  gun*,  -  -  19  vessels.    473  guns. 

Ditto,  in  ordinary,  5  ships  of  the 

line,  370  guns;  4  frigntet,  176 

guns;    5  sloops,   90  guns;    1 

schooner,  13  guns,      •  -15  vessels.    648  guns. 

Ditto,   building,  5  ships  of  the 

line,  370  guns;  7  frigates,  308 

guns;  and  1  steam  ship,  -  13  vessels.    678  guns. 

To(al  naval  armament  in  1835, 
exclusive  of  the  steam  ship,    •  46  vessels.  1798  gons. 

Thus,  sir,  with  a  revenue  increased  nearly  threefold 
since  1811;  with  a  population  doubled;  exempt  from  a 
national  debt;  with  a  regular  army  exceeding  7,000 
men;  with  a  militia  at  this  time  equal  to  a  million  and  a 
h»lf  of  fighting  men;  and  with  a  naval  force  treble  that 
which  gained  so  m*ny  laurtls  in  warring  with  England, 
members  of  Congress  speak  of  our  nutional  weakness 
upon  this  floor,  and  call  upon  us  to  vote  millions  to 
empty  the  Treasury  upon  ill-digested  projects  of  de- 
fence.    Sir,  it  is  individual,  and  not  national,  weakness 
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which  generates  such  speeches.  Butsgain:  only  look 
at  the  manuracturinsf  ability  of  the  country  to  clothe  an 
army,  and  compare  it  with  the  state  of  thtnf^s  during  the 
war  of  1812,  when  our  soldiers  were  freezing  for  want 
of  comfortable  blankets.  I  saw  it  stated  in  a  newspaper 
paragraph,  a  few  days  since,  that  in  1808  there  were 
not  ten  bales  of  cotton  spun  by  machinery  in  the  United 
States;  while,  in  1835,  there  were  spun  216,880  bales. 
I  present  these  facts,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  the  considera- 
ration  of  statesmen.  They  will  have  their  influence 
with  those  of  all  parties,  whose  intellectual  pinions  can 
elevate  them  above  the  filthy  level  of  a  brawling  poli- 
tician. I  throw  them  out  for  the  contemplation  of  the 
eagle  who  can  soar  in  the  heavens^  and  explore  the  wide 
expanse  of  earth  and  moving  things  below  him.  Tour 
tomtit,  who  bops  and  flutters  in  the  circumference  of  a 
trrush  heap,  and  exultingly  twitters  over  a  crumb  which 

ta  fallen  from  the  table  of  executive  patronage,  can 
¥e  no  conception  of  things  so  vast  and  important. 

Suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  pass  the  bill  under  con- 
eUeration,  just  as  it  is,  and  all  other  bills  upon  your 
ts^ble  appropriating  money  for  fortifications,  what  will 
come  next?  I  need  scarcely  say  that  forts  are  useless 
unlets  mounted  with  cannon;  that  cannon  are  harmless 
tilings  unless  charged  with  powder  and  baltt  and  that 
fort^  cannon,  powder,  and  ball,  are  all  good  for  nothing 
unless  managed  by  skilful  men.  Men  cannot  garrison 
your  forts  and  live  upon  the  wind.  They  must  be  fed, 
and  clothed,  and  paid  their  wages.  When  you  build  a 
few  scores  of  new  fortifications,  the  next  thing  will  be 
to  increase  your  stand infi^  army,  in  order  to  man  the 
guns  and  take  care  of  the  forts.  To  accomplish  all, 
there  will  be  many  fat  jobs  to  let;  contrsctors  will  grow 
fat;  and  there  will  be  a  new  field  of  patronage,  in  which 
the  President  will  feel  his  power  in  appointing  new  offi- 
cers, and  no  doubt  he  will  use  it  to  the  best  advantage 
for  the  good  of  the  partv.  But,  sir»  whose  money  will 
pay  for  all  these  things f  Who  will  be  taxed  to  keep 
up  the  establishment,  after  the  money  arising  from  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  is  all  spent!  for  it  cannot  last 
always.  Tour  constituents  and  mine  will  then  have  to 
bear  the  burden.  I  do  not  intend,  if  I  can  help  it,  that 
it  shall  ever  come  to  that;  and  I  shall  vote  against  every 
entering  wedge,  knowing  the  truth  of  the  old  adage, 
that  "an  ounce  of  preventive  is  better  than  a  pound  of 
cure,"  and  knowing  that  if  these  things  are  once  saddled 
upon  the  people,  tbey  will  never  be  able  to  get  clear  of 
them. 

I  have  been  a  little  curious,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  find  out 
the  opinions  of  others  upon  the  subject  of  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  land  among  the 
States;  and  I  have  noticed  the  conduct  of  individuals 
and  of  public  bodies  with  some  anxiety.  There  are 
three  parties;  and  it  would  be  amusing,  were  it  not  for 
the  painful  solicitude  generated  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  Involved,  to  inquire  minutely  into  the  motives 
of  the  parties,  and  to  trace  the  various  circumstances 
by  which  they  are  influenced.  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky, 
and  many  other  States,  come  out  openly,  and  instruct 
their  Senators  and  request  their  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  favor  the  measure;  while  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
new  States  take  the  opposite  course.  Why  this  differ- 
ence? Trace  it  to  its  source,  and  you  will  find  that 
Pennsylvania,  Sec,  act  upon  the  idea  that  the  fund  be- 
longs to  all,  and  that  justice  and  sound  policy  require 
its  distribution;  while  the  new  States  look  upon  the  dis- 
tribution as  calculated  to  deprive  them  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages they  have  heretofore  derived  in  donations  from 
this  Government;  to  cut  off  the  cherished  hope  of  having 
the  lands  ultimately  ceded  to  them;  and  to  break  up  the 
harvest  of  speculation,  which  they  are  endeavoring  to 
mature  by  graduation  and  pre-emption  laws.  The  State 
which  you  in  part  represent,  Mr,  Chairman,  the  State 


of  New  Tork,  at  present  occupies  an  equivocal  position 
in  regard  to  the  distribution.  Let  me  read  you  what 
your  former  Governors  thought  and  said  upon  the  sub* 
ject  of  distributing  the  surplus  revenue.     Here  it  iss 

From  Governor  CUnton^s  meuage,  January  2,  1827.— 
*•  As,  however,  the  General  Government  is  possessed  of 
the  national  domains,  and  has  exclusive  authority  over 
the  most  productive  sources  of  revenue,  I  believe  that 
the  power  of  distributing  the  necessary  funds  among  the 
several  States,  for  objects  of  public  improvement,  ought 
to  be  incorporated  into  the  constitution,  If  not  recognised 
as  already  in  existence." 

From  Governor  Throop'e  meseagtf  January  5,  1830.«* 
•* In  a  very  few  years,  the  nationaldebt  will  be  paid»  and 
as  but  a  small  portion  of  the  revenue  will  be  consumed 
in  conducting  the  afTairs  of  the  Union,  within  the  eonstt* 
lutional  limits,  and  as  there  are  no  prudential  reasons  for 
continuing  the  duties  to  a  certain  extent,  there  ean  be 
no  valid  objection  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  rev* 
enue  among  the  States,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  discre* 
tion." 

From  Governor  Throop*e  meataget  January  4^  1831.— 
'<  I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  last  Legialalure 
the  propriety  of  taking  measures  to  procure  a  distribu* 
tion  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States.  •  ♦ 
*  I  esteem  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  renew  the  sug- 
gestion, and  press  it  earnestly  upon  your  consideration.** 

Following  the«recommendations  of  Ciovcrnor  Throop^ 
in  March,  1831,  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  of  the 
New  Tork  Legislature  resolved,  unanimously,  "That 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States,  beyond  what 
shall  be  deemed  by  Congress  necessary  for  the  expenses 
of  the  General  Government,  and  a  proper  provision  for 
public  defence  and  ssfiety,  ought  to  be  annually  distribu* 
ted  among  the  several  States,  according  to  their  popu- 
lation, to  be  estimated  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
second  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  for 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  and  direct  taxes." 
But  how  does  New  Tork  stsnd  now?  Judging  from  tha 
speeches  made  by  yourself,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  others 
of  her  representation  on  this  floor  and  in  the  Senate, 
she  has  veered  about,  and  is  now  opposed  to  the  distri- 
bution. Why  the  change!  It  is  said,  and  I  fear  with 
too  much  truth,  that  your  object  is  to  hold  on  to  the 
money,  to  sid  in  the  election  of  a  President;  and  not  to 
interfere,  at  this  psrticular  time,  with  the  policy  and 
schemes  of  the  new  States,  for  fear  of  losing  votes.  Sir. 
if  I  had  the  election  of  a  President  more  at  heart  than  I 
have  the  welfare  of  the  country,  I  would  rejoice  to  see 
Congress  adjourn  without  distributing  the  surplus. 
Every  body  knows  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  New  Tork 
party  to  do  it;  and  every  body  knows,  if  it  fails,  that 
your  party  will  be  the  cause  of  its  failure.  If  you  do  not 
make  the  distribution,  the  people  will  be  convinced,  be- 
yond a  doubt,  that  you  are  influenced  by  corrupt  mo- 
tives, and  the  people  will  blow  your  candidate  **sky 
high,"  with  the  breath  of  their  indignation.  Sir,  if  you 
wish  to  elect  Mr.  Van  Buren,  you  had  better  let  the 
States  have  the  money.  Withholding  it  from  them  wilt 
lose  you  more  among  honest  men  than  you  will  be  able 
to  gain  among  knaves  by  the  use  of  it.  If  that  be  not 
its  operation,  then  1  despair  of  the  republic.  It  is  des- 
tined for  destruction. 

In  the  course  of  this  debate,  I  noted  many  very  ex- 
ceptionable remarks  made  by  those  who  have  preceded 
me.  I  thought,  at  the  time,  if  I  said  any  thing,  I  would 
reply  to  them;  but  I  find  it  is  impossible.  I  must  come 
to  a  close,  and  leave  many  things  unnoticed  which  ought 
to  be  held  up  for  public  condemnation.  I  am  constrained, 
however,  before  I  sit  down,  to  notice  a  few  observations 
which  have  fallen  from  different  gentlemen  in  the  course 
of  this  latitudinous  debste. 

And  first,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  regard  to  yourself:  Toa 
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took  occMion  the  other  day,  another  bill  bein|f  under 
discussion,  to  charge  those  in  favor  of  distribution  with 
an  unwillingness  to  vote  money,  even  to  defend  the 
country  aga'^nst  Indian  massacre,  because,  as  you  said, 
we  wanted  to  divide  the  *'spoite,"and  take  borne  our 
respective  shares  to  our  constituents.  How  did  you 
know,  sir,  that  our  hearts  were  so  eagerly  bent  upon 
the  division  of  the  "spoils?"    It  is  a  common  rule  to 

i'udge  others  by  ourselves,  and  1  am  not  sure  but  you 
ave  felt  iu  influence  in  the  present  case.  Had  you  any 
right  to  impute  improper  motives  to  us,  from  any  vote 
we  have  given?  Have  we  not  been  prodigal  in  voting 
supplies  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities?  Sir,  as  much  as 
my  constituents  want  a  portion  of  this  money  to  aid  them 
in  their  public  works,  they  would  not  take  a  dollar  of  it 
for  that  purpose,  when  it  was  peeded  to  save  the  lives  of 
women  and  children  from  the  scalping-knife  and  toma- 
hawk. They  would  scorn  me,  as  an  unworthy  repre- 
•entatire,  if  I  refused  to  make  proper  appropriations  for 
public  defence.  It  would  be  nu  justification  to  tell  them 
I  had  secured  a  division  of  the  money.  Their  indignant 
answer  would  be,  we  wanted  no  division  under  such  cir- 
cumstancesi  you  ought  to  have  applied  the  money  in 
saving  the  lives  of  the  people.  Sir,  your  insinuation 
was  neither  creditable  to  us  nor  to  yourself.  You  had 
no  more  cause  or  right  to  make  it,  than  I  have  to  charge 
you  with  exulUtion  whenever  you  hear  of  Indian  butch- 
eries,  because  such  things  afford  you  suitable  opportuni- 
ties  to  raiae  a  panic,  and  plausible  pretexts  to  vote  sway 
niifltonsi  and  thus  enable  you  to  reward  your  friends  by 
throwing  the  money  into  their  pockets,  instead  of  divi- 
dingit  amon^  the  States,  to  be  applied  to  works  of  in* 
temal  improvement,  to  education,  or  any  thing  else  the 
States  may  please. 

Sir,  I  have  voted,  and  mean  to  vote,  for  every  appro- 
priation necessary  to  suppress  Indian  hostilities,  and  to 
defend  the  seaboard.    After  doing  all  that,  there  will 
■till  be  a  largje  surplus  for  distribution*  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  apply  it  in  promoting  other  great  interests  of  the 
country.     In  regard  to  these  Indian  hostilities,  I  believe 
that  the  administration  is  bismeable  for  their  existence. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.   Picxavs] 
took  occasion  to  condemn  the  President  for  his  anti.nul- 
lifieation  principles  in  reference  to  his  State.     I  should 
net  have  introduced  that  topici  but  as  he  did  it,  I  take 
this  occasion  to  say  that,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  the 
President  was  a  nullifier  of  the  first  water,  of  the  South 
Carolina  school,  at  one  time,  and,  while  of  that  faith, 
wrote  a  complimentary  letter  to  Mr.  Hsyne,  praising 
his  nullification  speech;  and,  moreover,  sent  them  under 
his  frank,  printed  in  gold  letters,  to  his  friends!     How- 
ever that  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  President,  to  this 
day,  continues  to  be  a  decided  nullifier  in  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  abrogating  Indian  treaties,  treating  with  con- 
tempt the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  allowing 
these  latter  Ststes  to  rule  the  Indians  by  laws  they  do 
not  understand  and  have  no  hand  in  making,  and  per- 
mitting Georgia  to  seize  upon  and  parcel  out  the  Indian 
lands.    Sir,  you  may  trace  the  wars  in  the  Southwest  to 
the  President's  nullification,  and  to  the  oppression  which 
he  has  tolerated,  and  which  it  was  bis  duty  to  prevent. 
The  Indians  have  been  driven  to  madness,  and  they  are 
breathing  vengeance.     But,  sir,  I  will  not  go  into  the 
causes  of  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  refusing  money 
necessary  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  termination.    If  a 
nan's  house  is  on  fire,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
put  it  out;  and  after  that,  then  to  find  out  the  incendiary 
and  punish  him  for  the  crime.    I  am  for  putting  out  the 
torch  of  war  which  blazes  in  Florida,  Georgia,  and  Ala- 
bama, in  the  first  place;  but  I  am  slso  for  keeping  in 
View  those  errors  in  doctrine  and  since  in  practice  which 
have  brought  the  evils  upon  us.   We  shall  learn  wisdom 
and  justice  by  to  doing.    The  President  will  find  some 


excuse,  probably,  for  his  anti-nullification  in  South 
Carolina,  and  his  ultra-nullification  in  Georgia,  about  as 
satisfactory  as  his  distinction  between  that  part  of  a  river 
above,  and  that  part  of  the  same  river  below,  a  port  of 
entry! 

One  remark  more,  and  I  am  done.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Caxbxbuto] 
said  some  days  aince  that  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
money  among  the  States  would  corrupt  them.  The 
charge  is  calumny  upon  the  States.  Have  they  been 
corrupted  by  the  Urge  sums  they  have  borrowed,  and 
are  borrowing?  No,  sir;  the  motive  which  induces  them 
to  borrow  is  founded  in  a  virtuous,  lofty  patriotism;  the 
uses  to  which  they  apply  the  money  borrowed  prove 
their  fidelity  and  honesty  in  promoting  the  public  good, 
and  afford  a  certain  guarantee  that  placing  in  their 
posaession  that  which  they  denwnd  as  a  right,  and  not  at 
a  favor,  will  not  corrupt  them,  but  make  this  Govern- 
ment a  great  deal  better. 

Before  Mr.  UnimwooB  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
as  given  entire  above,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise;  whidi  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas 
50,  nays  71. 

Mr.  WISE  renewed  the  motion  that  the  committee 
rise,  Mr.  Uvnmwooi)  having  given  way  for  that  motion. 

The  vote  on  thia  motion  was,  yeas  51,  nays  SSi  and 
no  quorum  voting,  the  committee  rose,  and  reported 
that  fact  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  ma'de  that  the  House  adjourn,  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  the  question 
being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  66» 
nays  69. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  upon  which 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  question 
was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  45,  nsys  95. 

So  the  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House  was  overruled. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  so 
as  to  make  the  bill  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
at  11  o'clock;  which  motion  prevailed:  Yeas  110,  nays  19. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


TuiSDAT,  Mat  24. 
MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 
Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  remarked  that  he  had  asiked 

the  consent  of  the  House  several  days  since,  to  permit 
him  to  offer  two  resolutions,  calling  on  the  President  for 
information.  He  had  not  been  successful,  and  he  now 
asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  submit  the  resolutions 
to  which  he  had  referred,  and  also  to  permit  him  to 
state,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  which  had  induced 
bim  to  offer  them. 

The  resolutions  were  read  for  information,  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  any  overture 
made  since  the  3d  of  March,  1829,  by  his  authority,  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  for  the 
acquisition,  by  the  United  States,  of  any  portion  of  the 
territories  of  Mexico;  and  copies  of  all  correspondence 
between  the  two  Governments  relating  thereto,  and  upon 
any  question  of  boundary  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not  incom* 
patible  with  the  p«iblic  interest,  a  copy  and  translations 
of  any  law,  decree,  or  ordinance,  of  the  Mexican  repub* 
lie,  abolishing  slavery  within  the  territories  thereof, 
which  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  United  States. 
Objection  being  made  to  their  reception, 
Mr.  ADAMS  renewed  the  request  that  he  might  be 
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permitted  to  %m\%ti  briefly  the  reasons  why  he  had  pro- 
posed the  resohitions. 

This  wa«  also  objected  to,  when  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of 
kentucky,  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  enable  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  to  make  the  statement  which 
he  ftesired. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  inquired  whether  the  subject  was 
divisible.  He  would  hear  the  g'entleman  in  reference  to 
the  first  resolution,  but  not  upon  the  second.  He  had 
no  objeciion  to  the  adoption  of  the  former  resolution, 
and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  President  would 
promptly  |rive  the  information  desired  by  it. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  proceeding  was  irregular,  and 
that  the  motion  wa«  not  divisible. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Chaxbies  was  then  negmtived 
without  a  coimt. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  ena« 
ble  him  to  offer  his  resolutions,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays(  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  as  the  mc 
tlon  was  not  now  subject  to  amendment,  be  wished  to 
give  notice  that,  if  the  rule  was  suspended,  and  ihe  res- 
olutions submitted,  be  would  move  to  amend  the  first 
by  inquiring  also  of  the  President  the  present  condition 
of  Texas,  its  political  organization,  and  his  opinion  of 
the  expediency  of  the  recognition  by  this  Government 
of  its  independence. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  hoped,  if  it  was  practicable,  that 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  niles  should  be  taken  sepa* 
rately  on  each  resolution.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  first, 
but  opposed  to  the  second  resolution.  He  had  reason  to 
know,  and  did  know,  that  the  President  was  ready  to 
answer  at  any  moment. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  gentleman, 
would  vary  his  motion,  so  as  to  suspend  the  rule  to  ena- 
ble him  to  offer  the  first  reso!ution. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  when  there  appeared: 
Teas  83,  nays  68.  So  the  rules  were  not  suspended, 
two  thirds  being  necessary. 

ABOUTION  REPORT. 

The  Rouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
,     Mr.  PriicKVBT,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
abolition  of  slavery. 

The  immediate  question  pending  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  UoBBRTsov  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  a  resolution  declaring 
that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ROBEKTSON,  who  was  entitled  to  the' floor,  ad- 
dressed the  House  in  continuation  of  his  remarks,  but 
the  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  R.  resumed  his 
seat  without  concluding. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  moved  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  CHILTON  ALLAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  to  appropriate,  for 
a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  United  States,  and  for  granting  land  to  cer* 
tain  States,  with  the  several  motions  pending  to  commit 
tlie  same. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  would  renew  this  motion  from  day 
to  day,  if  he  could  get  the  floor,  and  would  call  upon  his 
friends  to  give  the  yeas  and  nays.  It  was  his  desire  to 
bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill,  that  the 
question  might  not  be  dodged. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordeied$  and 
being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  73, 
nays  108. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  for  certain  fortifications. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD  resumed  and  concluded  hia  re« 
marks,  as  i^iven  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  CHILTON  ALLAN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
original  amendment  of  Mr.  Cakbrblbvo;  which  wai 
accordingly  read,  together  with  the  amendment  to  th« 
snme  offered  by  Mr.  Mbrcbb,  authorizing  the  eatabliah* 
ment  of  a  national  foundry. 

Mr.  A.  then  moved  an  amendment,  providing  for  a 
reduction  of  the  salaries  of  all  the  Government  officers^ 
including  members  of  Congress,  to  the  amount  of  25  or 
33|  per  cent. 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  that  it  was  not  in  order  to 
move  another  amendment  to  an  amendment,  thus  accu* 
mulating  one  upon  another. 

Mr.  MERCER  remarked  that,  as  his  amendment  seem* 
ed  to  embarrass  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Aliav,]  he  would 
'  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIU  decided  that  the  amendment  was  out  of 
order,  because  the  subject  specially  assigned  for  xhm 
day  was  appropriations  for  fortifications!  and  because^ 
under  the  rule  of  the  House,  no  amendment  could  ba 
proposed  essentially  different  from  the  subject  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  ALLAN  then  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whol^ 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  the  grant  of  th* 
money  of  the  people  for  the  supply  of  the  Government^ 
snd  the  proposition  for  retrenchment  which  I  have  bad 
the  honor  to  offer,  being  the  subject  of  consideration^ 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  all  its  departments, 
as  well  as  the  propriety  of  reducing  its  expenditure* 
are  relevant  and  proper  topics  of  discussion  in  this  pret* 
sent  debate. 

The  effort  that  has  been  made  to  curtail  the  freedom 
of  speech,  and  to  exclude  amendments  from  the  appro* 
priation  bills,  during  the  present  session,  is  one  of  thtt 
moKt  remarkable  signs  of  the  times. 

From  the  earliest  date  of  Briiiah  liberty,  free  discus- 
sion was  allowed  on  money  bills.  I'he  public  purso 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  Commons,  was  the  great  prin* 
ciple  of  English  liberty.  It  was  the  effectual  engine  by 
which  the  Commons  maintained  the  authority  of  the 
people  in  the  Government,  and  restrained  the  power  of 
the  King.  The  supply  bills  have  ever  been  the  field 
upon  which  the  battles  between  liberty  and  power  hava 
been  fought.  Yet,  in  the  American  republic,  when 
power  is  thrusting  its  esger  bands  into  the  pockets  of 
the  people,  their  representatives  are  rebuked  for  reaist* 
ance,  and  denounced  for  the  exercise  of  the  birthright 
of  every  freeman.  But  as  we  have  already  bountifully 
supplied  the  demands  of  power  with  millions,  we  havtt 
at  length  arrived  at  the  point  where,  by  common  con* 
sent,  it  is  sgreed  to  be  a  fit  and  proper  occasion  for  a 
full  and  free  expression  of  opinion  on  our  public  affairs* 

Having  on  another  subject  given  my  views  on  the  aur* 
plus  revenue,  the  national  defences,  and  the  course  of 
the  present  administration,  at  present,  before  I  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  retrenchment,  I  will 
confine  myself  to  a  desultory  glance  at  general  prinCi* 
plea  and  practices,  and  arguments,  which  the  publio 
good  requires  should  be  exposed. 

Sir,  in  self-defence,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  describe 
the  organization  of  this  House,  the  mode  of'^proceeding, 
and  the  effect  of  the  previous  question.  All  this  is  so, 
very  diflTerent  from  legislative  proceedings  in  Kentucky, 
that  it  is  necessary  the  people  there  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  course  of  business  here,  to  enable  ihem 
to  judge  whether  their  immediate  representatives  have 
done  their  duty. 

In  this  I  do  not  intend  to  cast  any  individual  censuro 

on  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  for  he  has  treated  me  on 

all  occasions  with  courtesy  and  politeness;  in  the  sp< 

pointment  of  committees  he  followed  party  practice*  III 
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the  Kentucky  LepiiUture,  crery  member  ctn  introduce 
any  propoeitton,  or  get  leare  to  brinr  in  a  bill  on  any 
proper  subiect  he  may  desire,  and  can  hare  a  committee 
appointed  fayorable  to  the  proposition,  so  that  its  friends 
may  make  it  in  as  perfect  a  form  as  they  can  before  it  is 
brought  before  the  House;  and  there  the  yeas  and  nays 
can  be  had,  and  the  people  be  informed  how  every 
member  voted.  This  is  fair  legislation;  every  portion 
of  the  people  fairly  heard,  and  responsibility  fairly  secu- 
red, in  conformity  with  the  ancient  reasonable  law  of 
parliamentary  proceeding. 

Here,  by  our  rules,  no  member  can  get  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill;  the  business  of  the  House  has  all  to  pass  through 
and  receive  the  sanction  of  the  standing  committees. 
These  standing  committees,  appointed  at  tne  commence- 
ment of  every  session  by  the  Speaker,  upon  strict  party 
principles,  are  the  channels  through  which  every  meas- 
ure is  brought  into  this  Hfmse.   The  Committees  of  Ways 
and  Means,  Foreign   Affairs,    Military  Affairs,   Public 
Lands,  and  the  Judiciary,  are  the  principal  doors  by 
which  every  question  enters  this  House.     On  each  of 
these  committees  there  are    placed  three  opposition 
members  and  six  for  the  administration — two  for  one. 
Of  course  the  opposition  have  no  voice  to  bring  forward 
any  thing.     The  majorities  of  these  committees  decide 
(he  late  of  all  the  important  meaaures  of  the  session. 
Whatever  they  recommend  comes  into  the  House  under 
the  sanction  of  the  administration  and  of  *•  the  party," 
and  is  voted  throug^h  aa  a  matter  of  course;  whatever 
they  report  against  is  voted  down  with  equal  certainty. 
The  effect  of  this  party  organization  of  the  House 
prevents  any  member  of  the  opposition  from  bringing 
forward  an  original  proposition;  and  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  used  so  as  to  prevent  direct  votes  on  amendments 
to  bills  which  may  be  pending.     For  example,  on  the 
other  day,  when  the  general  appropriation  bill  was  before 
the  Comnnittee  of  the  Whole,  my  firiend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Mbbcvb]  offered  an  amendment  to  divide  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands,  and  to  limit  the  cost  of  the  custom- 
house in  the  city  of  New  York  to  $500,000.    The  pre- 
vioua  question  was  called,  and  the  amendment  cut  off, 
no  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment;  the  question 
being,  according  to  our  preposterous  rules,  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.   So  that,  by  the  party  organisation  of  the 
House*  and  the  frequent  use  of  the  gag-law,  the  pre- 
vious question,  the  dominant  party  can  not  only  prevent 
the  minority  from  getting  a  fair  and  direct  vote,  by  yeas 
and  nays»  but  they  can  so  involve  their  course  in  myste- 
ry as  to  evade  responsibility,  and  •<  dodge  what  questions" 
they  may  not  chose  to  record  their  votes  upon. 

In  the  Comouttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  as  the  only  opportunity  of  bringing  for* 
ward  the  measure,  I  offered  the  proposition  for  retrench- 
ment; but  in  the  House,  to  avoid  a  direct  vote  upon  it, 
the  previous  question  was  called,  and  the  journal  does 
not  show  who  was  for  and  who  against  it. 

But,  sir,  that  the  country  may  understand  the  subject, 
I  have  offered  the  proposition  a  second  time,  and  call 
upon  the  House  to  take  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays. 
And  if  this  question  is  again  "dodged"  by  the  previous 
question,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  those  who 
vote  for  the  previous  question  are  against  the  reduction 
of  the  expenses  of  the  Government. 

The  effect  of  these  modes  of  proceeding,  I  o  involve  the 
course  of  the  members  in  tnystery,  and  to  evade  the  re- 
sponsibility, is  manifest  from  another  view  of  the  subject. 
A  party  has  been  in  power  more  than  seven  years,  the 
members  of  which  have  been  professing  all  the  while  a 
desire  to  amend  the  constitution,  so  that  members  of 
Congress  should  be  rendered  ineligible  to  executive  ap- 
pointments. They  have  all  the  time  expressed  a  desire 
to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Government.  They  now 
have  a  aisjority,  they  say,  of  about  forty  in  this  House, 
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and  yet  they  cannot  show  by  the  journals  that  they  have 
ever  voted  for  any  one  of  these  propositlofis. 

My  colleague  and  friend  [Mr.  UvDsmwoo»]  brought 
in,  early  in  the  session,  a  resolution  presenting  all  these 
constitutional  amendments,  yet  we  cannot  get  to  discuss 
or  vote  on  them.  Under  the  party  organisation  of  the 
House  and  the  perverted  use  (k  the  previous  question^ 
it  is  impossible  for  my  colleagues  or  myself  to  have  dis- 
cussed and  voted  on  the  great  measures  upon  which  the 
people  of  Kentucky  desire  to  see  the  action  of  Congress. 

I  will  make  allunon  to  another  subject  characteristic 
of  the  times.  It  has  become  a  part  ot  a  general  scheme 
to  delude  and  mislead  the  public  mind,  for  "  the  party** 
to  assume  that  these  measures  are  identified  with  the 
honor  and  glory  of  the  country f  and  every  one  who 
dares  to  oppose  any  one  of  these  plans,  however  unwise  it 
may  be,  is  denounced  as  an  enemy  to  his  country*  Let 
us  see  how  time  and  reason  and  experience  expose  this 
arrogant  folly. 

In  this  year  1834,  all  who  were  not  for  reprisals 
against  France  were  proclaimed  to  be  enemies  to  this 
country.  On  the  lost  night  of  the  session,  all  who  re- 
fused to  vote  three  millions  of  money,  to  be  used  at  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  and  in  clear  violation  of  the 
constitution,  were  denounced  as  the  allies  of  France. 
Now,  all  the  world  plainly  sees  that,  if  reprisals  had  passed, 
and  the  money  been  voted,  we  should  now  have  been 
in  the  midst  of  a  French  war.  It  is  now  evident  to  all 
that  those  who  prevented  reprisals  and  refused  to  vote 
the  money  preserved  the  peace  and  honor  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Among  the  signal  blessings  which  a  gracious  Provi- 
dence has  showered  upon  our  country,  none  is  greater 
than  such  a  national  Senate,  given  at  such  a  time— a  body 
of  the  greatest  men  the  «orId  ever  saw  congregated  tn 
a  legislative  ball.  Their  debates,  for  the  last  five  years* 
will  be  read  with  enthusiasm  as  long  as  liberty  and  genius 
shall  live.  In  future  ages  they  will  become  a  political 
text-book  among  the  friends  of  constitutional  fireedom, 
when  all  the  selfish  projects  of  the  present  day,  for  the 
obtainment  of  money  and  office,  shall  have  perished  in 
the  forgetfulness  of  oblivion.  The  American  Senate 
will  go  to  posterity  with  the  glory  of  having  been  the 
anchor  of  the  vessel  of  state,  in  the  tempest  of  all  the 
passions  unchained  and  let  loose  by  the  ascendency  of 
party  violence  over  the  constitution. 

The  whole  country  has  been  filled  with  the  laments' 
tions  of  the  exclusive  patriots  for  the  loss  of  the  fortifica- 
tion bill  of  the  last  session;  and,  at  this  session,  the  (bl-  ' 
lowing  resolution  was  proposed: 

'^Rtioived,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
the  Senate  to  be  informed  of,  1st.  The  probable  amount 
that  would  be  necessary  for  fortifying  the  lake,  maritime, 
and  gulf  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  such  points  of 
the  land  frontier  as  may  reauire  permanent  fortification.** 

And  all  were  denounced  as  enemies  to  the  country 
who  would  not  agree  to  pledge  the  surplus  revenue  to 
this  ill>ad vised  measure;  when,  lo  and  behold,  the  en* 
lightened  Secretary  of  War,  by  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  in  bis  luminous  report  of  the  7th  of  April, 
completely  demolishes  the  whole  scheme;  and  the 
friends  of  an  extensive  plan  of  new  fortifications,  who 
had  been  so  liberal  in  their  denunciations  of  its  enemies, 
were  compelled  to  face  to  the  right-about,  a  movement 
which  frequent  use  had  made  easy  and  familiar  in  the 
evolutions  of  this  admini^ratlon. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  while  the  application  of  the 
public  treasure  to  the  erection  of  new  fortifications  was 
all  the  rage,  I  took  the  responsibility  of  maintaiiung  the 
impracticability  of  defending  our  extensive  frontier  by 
fortification;  that  the  system  had  ah^ady  been  carried 
too  far;  that  it  would  lead  to  a  large  standing  army;  that  ' 
the  true  strength  of  our  country  was  In  the  hearts  of  a 
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brave  people,  and  the  way  to  insure  tuceeM  in  war  was 
to  enable  them  to  concentrate  their  power  wherever 
danger  should  approach,  by  means  of  steam  and  roads, 
with  the  greatest  possible  celerity.  I  hare  the  unex- 
pected pleasure  of  seeing  that  every  position  which  I 
took  is  sustained  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  has  rendered  tbe  denun* 
Qiations  against  the  members  of  the  minority  for  their 
opposition  to  new  fortifications  as  powerless  as  time  has 
rendered  those  which  were  levelled  at  them  for  their  op- 
position to  reprisals  and  tbe  grant  of  the  three  millions. 

It  is  thus  that  the  opponents  of  these  wild  and  danger* 
•us  schemes  stand  not  only  justified  by  experience  and 
reason,  but  they  have  the  honor  of  the  sancity  of  hav- 
ing foreseen,  and  the  firmness  to  resist  and  defeat  them  in 
the  face  of  power. 

I  will  notice  in  this  place  the  systematic  attempt  made 
at  this  session  to  establish  two  principles  in  regard  to  the 
appropriation  of  money  which  are  subversive  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  upon  the  success  of  which  depend  the  as- 
cendency of  the  executive  control  above  that  of  the  le- 
Ipslative  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  treasure-^princi- 
ples  that  have  been  contended  for  from  the  commence- 
ment of  tbe  Government  by  the  advocates  of  the  exten- 
sion of  executive  power.'  The  first  of  those  princi- 
ples was  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[ifr.  Suthxrlasd]  as  the  true  doctrine  *'of  the  party.*' 
it  is  this:  that  the  recommendation  of  any  of  the  execu- 
tive departments  of  tbe  Government  that  a  certain  sum 
of  money  should  be  applied  to  a  partial  object,  is  prima 
fade  evidence  that  the  appropriation  ought  to  be  made, 
and  that  the  burden  of  proof  ia  thrown  upon  those  who 
maintain  the  negative!  The  other  principle  is,  that, 
in  making  appropriations.  Congress  should  not  specific- 
ally direct  the  purposes  to  which  the  money  shall  be  ap- 
plied, but  that  the  grant  should  be  indefinite,  and  that  it 
should  be  expended  at  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Caxbbblxho,] 
■ome  weeks  past,  when  he  made  his  speech  upon  the  fa- 
mous three  million  eflTort  on  the  last  night  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, went  back  for  precedents,  to  justify  and  prove  that 
appropriations  should  be  general  and  not  special,  to  tbe 
days  of '98. 

The  constitution  contains  the  following  clause:  <<No 
money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  conse- 
quence of  appropriations  made  by  law.''  Tbe  people 
intended  by  this  cUuse  to  keep  the  purse-etrings  in  the 
bands  of  their  immediate  representatives.  But  this  pow- 
er bad  in  effect  been  transferred  to  the  Executive,  by 
giving  him  grants  of  money  to  be  used  at  his  discretion. 
To  correct  this  great  abuse  and  clear  violation  of  the 
constitution,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  very  first  message  to 
Congress  after  bis  election  to  the  presidency,  expresses 
himself  thus: 

"In  our  case,  too,  of  the  public  contributions  intrusted 
to  our  direction,  it  would  be  prudent  to  multiply  barri- 
era  sgainst  their  dissipation,  by  sppropriating  specific 
sums  to  every  specific  purpose  susceptible  of  definition; 
by  disallowing  all  applicationa  of  money  varying  from 
the  appropriation  in  object,  or  transcending  it  in  amount; 
bjr  reducing  the  undefined  field  of  contmgencies,  and 
thereby  circumscribing  discretionary  powers  over  money, 
and  by  bringing  back  to  a  single  department  all  account- 
abilities for  money,  where  the  examination  may  be 
prompt,  efiicacious,  and  uniform.  *' 

This  great  constitutional  principle  of  specific  appro- 
priations, brought  forward  by  Mr.  Jefferson  at  the  com- 
menceroent  of  his  administration,  has  ever  since  been  re- 
garded  as  the  principle,  by  an  adherence  to  which  econ- 
omy could  be  maintained  in  the  administration  of  the 
finances,  and  executive  power  restrained  within  the  limits 
of  the  constitution. 

If  the  principle  now  sought  to  be  established  should 


prevail,  that  is,  that  Congress  was  bound  to  vote  all  the 
money  demanded  by  tbe  Departments,  unless  the  nega- 
tive could  be  proven,  and  the  grants  thus  procured,  not 
to  be  limited  by  specific  appropriation,  but  left  in  the 
broad  field  of  executive  discretion,  then  the  provision  of 
the  constitution  referred  to  is  useless;  it  would  be  as  well 
to  authorize  the  Preaident  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  for 
all  be  wanted,  and  to  expend  it  as  he  pleased. 

The  good  old  doctrine  of  the  Jeffersonian  school  is, 
that  when  ihe  Departments  call  for  appropriations,  the 
burden  of  proof  shall  be  upon  them,  and  the  grant  was 
not  to  be  made  unless  they  convinced  Congress,  by  rea« 
son  and  evidence,  of  the  propriety  of  wbst  they  had  rec^ 
ommended;  and  when  the  money  was  voted,  the  precise 
object  to  which  it  should  be  spplied  was  defined,  leaving 
no  discretion  with  the  President,  but  msking  it  his  duty 
to  see  the  money  was  expended  according  to  law,  and 
not  according  to  his  will. 

I  will  proceed  to  show  the  boundless  extravagance  to 
which  general  grants  of  money,  unguarded  by  specific 
appropriations,  according  to  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  will  lead;  and  the  wide  range  of  power  which 
they  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  by  enabling 
him  to  give  fat  contracts  to  his  friends.  It  would  be  im- 
possible, in  the  compass  of  a  speech,  to  describe  all  the 
insUnces  of  prodigal  expenditure  by  which  millions  of 
the  public  money  are  annually  squandered,  by  the  aid 
of  ambiguous,  undefined  appropriation^  among  pohtical 
partisans;  but  I  will  select  two  cases  as  specimens,  to 
show  the  country  in  what  manner  this  administration  dis- 
poses of  the  public  money  confided  to  its  discretion.  In 
the  year  1833,  an  act  passed  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  a  good  and  suf- 
ficient bridge  abross  the  Potomac  river,  between  this 
city  and  Alexandria,  and  the  sum  of  ^200,000  was  ap- 
propriated for  that  object.  The  act  failed  to  describe 
the  plan  of  the  bridge,  or  limit  its  cost;  it  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  President.  The  letting  of  the  contract 
was  advertised,  according  to  the  requirements  of  tbe  law, 
and  was  taken  by  Gilson  and  Stephens,  at  the  sum  of 
$1,186,625.  They  were  permitted  to  proceed  upon  the 
work  upon  a  mere  verbal  contract;  and  finally  failed  to 
execute  a  written  contract,  and  sold  out  their  bargain  to 
a  Mr.  O.  H.  Dibble,  in  whose  favor  the  plan  of  the  bridge 
was  changed,  and  the  price  raised  to  $1,350,000,  with- 
out any  new  advertisement.  In  the  same  loose  manner, 
he  was  permitted  to  proceed  upon  this  great  work,  for  so 
large  a  sum,  upon  a  mere  verbal  understanding.  In  tbe 
mean  time,  Mr.  Baldwin,  an  experienced  engineer,  re* 
ported  that  the  bridge,  upon  the  plan  upon  which  Mr. 
Dibble  was  proceeding,  would  cost  the  enormous  sum  of 
$4,791,620.  This  extraordinary  proceeding  was  arreat- 
ed  by  the  vigilance  of  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
MxBCBii,]  who  is  better  informed  upon  tbe  construction 
of  all  works  of  internal  improvement  than  any  man  in 
America.  He  had  this  prodigal  contrsct  brought  before 
Congress,  and  exposed  its  enormity.  Congress  refused 
to  go  on  with  the  work,  and  paid  Mr.  Dibble  for  what 
he  bad  done.  Since  which  time  a  good  and  sufficient 
bridge  has  been  completed— for  what  sum  do  you  sup- 
pose, Mr.  Chairman,  after  what  you  have  heard?  The 
sum  of  $1 13,000.  The  country  is  indebted  mainly  to  tbe 
learned  gentleman  from  Virginia  for  having  saved  be- 
tween four  and  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  other  case  to  which  I  shall  refer  is  the  custom- 
house now  building  in  the  city  of  New  York.  In  the 
year  1832,  the  ssme  gentleman,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  to  this  House  a  bill,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  which  passed  at 
that  session,  and  contains  the  following  section: 

^*Be  U  enacted  by  ihe  Senate  and  House  of  Reprefent-^ 
ativee  of  ihe  Uhiied  Siatef  of  America  in  Congreu  a*- 
aembledC  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be. 
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»nd  be  is  hereby,  authorized  and  direetedi  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States*  to  pur- 
chase a  site,  and  to  cause  a  building  to  be  constructed 
thereon,  to  be  used  as  a  custom-house  in  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid." 

At  the  time  this  bill  passed,  it  attraisted  no  particular 
notice.    It  was  not  intimated  that  any  further  appropria- 
tion would  ever  be  called  for*  no  one  doubling  that  the 
sam  of  #300,000  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  buy  a  lot 
and  build  a  custom-house.    The  real  design  was  con- 
cealed from  Congfress.    And  the  Secretary,  in  clear  vio- 
lation of  this  law,  under  the  direction  of  the  President, 
instead  of  buying  a  lot  where  they  were  cheap,  as  we 
sre  now  informed  by  the  father  of  this  law  he  could 
have  done,  he  proceeded  to  make  the  purchase  on  the 
corner  of  Wall,  Nassau,  and  Pine  streets,  in  the  dearest 
psrt  of  the  city,  at  the  price  of  #317,500,  and  to  contract 
for  a  house,  as  we  are  now  informed,  that  would  cost  a 
million  and  a  half!    It  is  manifest  that  the  law  above  re- 
ferred to  authorized  no  such  extravagant  proceeding  as 
this.    It  is  perfectly  certain  that  if  this  profligate  expend- 
iture of  public  money  had  been  disclosed  to '  Congress^ 
the  law  never  would  have  passed.    But  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  CAXBazLBHo]  informs  us  that  he  disapproved  of  the 
purchase  of  this  extravagant  lot,  and  that  one  near  the 
water  would  have  done  as  well,  and  also  that  he  disap- 
proved of  the  extravagant  design  of  the  building.     Sir, 
he  was  the  projector  of  this  law.    This  abuse  of  it  took 
place  under  his  own  eye,  in  his  own  city,  of  which  he 
now  says  be  very  much  disapproved r    Now,  as  the  gen- 
tleman has  ever  since  remained  a  member  of  Congress, 
it  is  a  misfortune  to  the  country  thst  he  did  not,  at  the 
next  session,  inform  Congress  of  this  flagrant  extrava- 
gance and  abuse  of  the  law,  of  which  he  now  says  he  so 
much  disapproved.     But  the  gentleman  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, in  1833,  so  far  from  giving  this  information,  slipped 
into  the  general  appropriation  bill  the  following  weighty 
lines:  **  Por  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at  New  York, 
#300,000."     Mark  the  phraseology.     Not  in  addition  to 
a  former  appropriation,  not  to  finish  iht  custom-house; 
but  it  is  for  a  custom-house.     And  this  year,  again,  the 
gentleman  has  got  through  the  general  appropriation 
bill  with  an  appropriation  of  #300,000  more,  and  the 
yeas  ftnd  nays  prevented  on  it  by  the  gentleman's  own 
vote    for  the  previous  question.     Bo  that  already  the 
enormoua  sum  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  has 
been  appropriated  for  this  house,  and  the  basement-story 
is  not  yet  done.     And  after  all  this  the  gentleman  makes 
an  effort  to  throw  the  whole  blame  on  a  former  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,   who  mad^a  contract,  as  he  states, 
for  a  house  that  would  have  cost  a  million  and  a  half; 
but  that  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasur}',  more 
economically  given,   had  been  to  New  York,  and  had 
adopted  a  new  plan,  to  curtail  the  extravagance  of  this 
first.      It  seems  that  the  duty  of  defending  the  adminis- 
tration is  confined  to  the  persons  who  happen  to  be  in  at 
the  time.     Here  is  a  generous  effort  to  throw  the  blame 
on  an  absent  gentleman,  who  is  out  of  office,  and  to  eulo- 
(pze  the  economy  of  the  present  Secretary  at  his  expense. 
[Here  Mr.   CAvsasuiro  rose  to  explain,  and  said 
that  he  was  surprised  at  the  imputation  of  a  design  to  as- 
sail the  former  Secretary;  that  he  had  several  times  ex- 
plained, and  he  could  only  account  for  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  by  supposing  he  was 
absent  when  he  had  given  the  explanation.] 

Mr.  Allav  proceeded.  Sir,  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken in  supposing  that  I  was  absent;  I  was  present, 
and  heard  every  word  he  uttered,  and  have  a  perfect 
recollection  of  all  that  he  said.  Sir,  I  have  no  intention 
of  either  assailing  the  gentleman's  motives  or  of  accu- 


sing him  of  assaifing  the  motives  of  the  former  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  With  motives  I  have  nothing  to  do; 
my  business  is  with  facts;  and  although  I  intend  to 
make  a  very  free  and  full  commentary  upon  what  the 
gentleman  has  said  and  done  in  this  House,  yet  my  duty, 
in  this  respect,  shall  not  be  exercised  in  a  spirit  of  per- 
sonal unkindness,  because  my  intercourse  with  the 
gentleman  has  been  characterized  with  politeness  on  his 
part  Btit  the  influential  position  which  the  gentleman's 
party  assigned  him  in  this  House,  and  the  control  which 
he  is  thereby  enabled  to  exercise  over  public  measures 
in  which  my  constituents  have  a  deep  interest,  impose 
on  me  the  duty  of  commenting  freely  and  fully  upon 
his  course.  The  gentleman  did  certainly  say  that  the 
former  Secretary  bad  agreed  to  an  extravagant  plan, 
that  would  have  cost  a  million  and  a  half,  of^which  he 
disapproved,  and  that  the  present  Secretary  had  reduced 
the  plan  to  a  proper  scale  of  economy.  I  thought  this 
a  very  strange  account  of  the  matter,  that  two  Secreta- 
ries should  come  into  conflict  upon  so  important  a  sub- 
ject; as  we  have  been  informed  in  a  state  paper  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  a  mei'e  incumbent 
of  the  President,  neither  of  the  Secretaries,  of  course, 
had  any  thing  to  do  but  to  execute  the  orders  of  the 
President.  I  wrote  to  the  present  Secretary,  Mr. 
Woodbury,  on  the  subject;  and,  so  far  from  claiming  the 
credit  of  having  altered  the  plan  of  the  custom-house, 
he  did  not  even  know  what  the  plan  was,  or  what  the 
cost  of  the  building  would  be,  and  promised  to  write  to 
Sew  York  and  procure  the  information  which  I  desired, 
and  which  he  did;  and  the  two  following  letters  will 
explain  the  subject: 

TaxASiniT  DxFAmTMXVT,  April  28,  1836. 

Sib:  As  promised  in  my  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
report  made  to  me,  under  date  of  the  26th  instant,  by 
the  acting  commissioner  of  the  New  York  custom-house, 
containing  the  remainder  of  the  information  respecting 
the  new  custom-house  building,  asked  for  in  your  letter 
of  the  22d  of  the  present  month. 

It  is  deemed  proper  to  add  that  the  contracts  refer- 
red to  by  the  commissioner  are  for  the  following  pur- 
poseses,  to  wit:  1st.  For  the  supply  of  all  the  cut  marble 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  basement  story, 
amounting  to  $67,500.  2d.  For  the  supply  of  all  the 
cut  marble  necessary  for  the  superstructure  above  the 
basement  story,  together  with  the  shaAs  for  the  columns, 
$281,585. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ytry  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  IVeatury, 

Hon.  Chilton  Aliait, 

House  of  Eepregentatives,  Watkington, 

Orncs  ComusBiov  fob  buikdivo  Custox-housb, 
Nsw  York,  jSjfril26^  1836. 

Sib:  Yours  of  the  23d  instant  was  received  yesterday. 
In  reply  to  your  inquiries— *•  1st.  What  is  the  length, 
breadth,  and  height,  of  the  new  custom-house?" 

The  length  is  185  feet,  exclusive  of  buttresses  and 
steps  on  each  front;  the  breadth  90  feet;  and  the  height, 
from  basement  floor  to  top  of  the  eave,  55  feet;  to  the 
top  of  the  roof  68  feet. 

••  2d.  What  will  be  the  number  and  cost  of  the  mar- 
ble columns  for  the  support  and  decoration  of  said 
building?" 

There  are  sixteen  doric  columns  for  the  porticoes 
sixteen  Corinthian  columns  for  the  great  hall  or  rotundo 
twenty-two  doric  columns  in  the  basement,  and  eighteen 
doric  columns  in  the  rooms  of  the  first,  second,and 
third  floors?  the  prices  of  which  it  is  now  impossible  to 
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designate,  at  in  the  eontracta  entered  into,  (copies  of 
which  are  with  the  Department,)  the  itemi^  or  parts, 
were  not  specified,  but  put  down  in  gross;  they  can, 
however,  be  obtained  from  the  contractors.  The 
columns  cannot  be  separated,  or  their  receipt  declinedi 
the  contract  is  for  the  whole  together,  and  they  are 
mostly  worked  and  ready  for  delivery. 

«•  3d.  What  will  be  the  cost  of  the  building?'' 
The  superintendent's  estimate  in  November  last,  for* 
warded  to  vou,  was,  for  the  whole  cost  of  the  building, 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars)  and  he  is  still 
fully  persuaded  that  this  sum  will  complete  the  whole. 
It  is  the  general  opinion  here,  that,  by  the  contracts 
already  made,  the  Government  receive  the  msrble  for 
#150,000  less  than  it  could  now  be  contracted  for  and 
furnished.  The  building  cannot  be  materially  altered 
without  losing  the  great  advantages  of  these  contracts ( 
the  building  is  now  progressing  rapidly,  and  the  entire 
appropriation  of  $300,000  «'ill  absolutely  be  necessary. 
^  I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
WALTER  BOWNE, 

Comtniaiioner,  f/c. 
The  Hon.  Lxti  Woodburt, 

SeatUay  of  the  Treat/wy^  Wathington, 

It  has  turned  out  as  I  anticipated — that  there  could  be 
no  conflict  between  two  Secretaries,  acting  under  the  or- 
ders of  the  same  President.  The  lot  for  this  house  cos  t 
$2ir.500t  the  marble  $348,585.  There  is  no  general 
contract;  the  cost  is  not  limited.  The  work  is  progress- 
ing at  the  discretion  of  the  architect;  be  makes  out  the 
annual  estimates!  it  was  him  who  sent  here  the  demand 
at  this  session  for  $300,000  more.  He  is  the  only  per- 
son who  appears  to  be  informed  on  the  subject.  Simply 
upon  the  act  of  Congress  of  1832,  appropriating 
$200,000  to  buy  a  lot  and  build  a  custom-house,  the  Ex- 
ecutive, in  the  exercise  of  bis  discretion,  has  determined 
to  build  a  house  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which  shall  be 
a  splendid  monument  of  the  arts,  which  shall  astonish  and 
excite  admiration  by  its  extent  and  magnificence,  to 
adorn  and  beautify  the  great  commercial  mt-tropolia. 
This  house  is  merely  for  the  preservation  of  the  books 
and  the  accommodation  of  the  clerks  jind  officers  of  the 
customs.  A  plain  house  near  the  water,  where  the  lots 
are  cheap,  could  have  been  built  for  the  original  appro- 
priation of  $200,000.  But  we  now  see  a  house  progress- 
ing, made  of  such  huge  blocks  of  marble  as  to  require 
thirty  yoke  of  oxen  to  haul  a  single  piece.  The  people 
can  learn  from  these  two  cases  of  the  bridge  and  the  cus- 
tom-house how  their  affairs  are  managed;  how  power 
seeks  every  occasion  to  extend  its'  patronage,  and  pro- 
vide profitable  contracts  for  numerous  dependants. 
They  will  see  that  their  money  is  thrown  out  broadcast, 
as  profusely  as  if  it  were  ss  plenty  as  seawater. 

In  private  fife  it  is  a  safe  maxim  to  count  the  cost  be- 
fore you  begin  to  build  a  house;  but  here  a  house  is  un- 
dertaken without  defining  the  plan  or  fixing  the  price, 
and  the  commissioners  paid  a  premium  for  the  amount 
which  they  spend. 

I  will  close  my  remarks  on  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
by  placing  the  Potomac  bridge  andthe  New  York  cus- 
tom-house by  the  side  of  a  sentence  in  the  insugural  ad- 
dress of  the  President,  of  the  4th  of  March,  1829.  He 
says: 

'•The  msnsgement  of  the  public  revenue— that  search- 
ing operation  in  all  Governments — is  among  the  most 
delicate  and  important  trusts  in  our*;  and  it  will  of 
course  demand  no  inconsiderable  share  of  my  official 
solicitude.  Under  every  aspect  In  which  it  can  be  con- 
sidered, it  would  appear  that  advantage  must  result  from 
the  observance  of  a  strict  and  faithful  economy." 

Sir,  when  you  consider  the  effect  of  this  '•  searching 
opentiou"  upon  the  bridge  and  the  custom-house,  you 


cannot  wonder  that  the  same  kind  of  operation  has  made 
the  expenses  of  this  administration  swell  more  than  for- 
ty-five millions  of  dollars  more  than  the  preceding  eight 
years.  This  ■<  searching  operation"  increases  In  energy 
as  it  progresses,  and  will,  from  the  present  indications, 
very  soon  reach  the  very  bottom  of  the  Treasury.  Be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  millions  have  already  been  ap- 
propriated at  this  session.  In  my  former  calculation  i 
took  the  Secretary's  estimates  for  1836^  at  twenty4bree 
millions  of  dollars,  which  were  made  in  view  of  a  French 
war.  Now,  I  have  but  little  doubt  that  the  appropria- 
tions of  this  session  will  exceed  the  estimates  of  the  Sec- 
retary at  least  ten  millions;  if  so^  the  excess  of  expendi- 
ture of  this  administration  over  the  previous  eight  years 
will  be  over  fifty-eeven  millions. 

It  is  vtry  true  this  "searching  operation"  has  de- 
manded '*  no  inconsiderable  share  of  the  oflicial  solici- 
tude of  this  administration;"  and  if  it  has  not  been  con- 
ducted exactly  in  accordance  with  the  former  understand- 
ing of  a  "strict  and  faithful  economy,"  yet  a  strict  and 
faithful  regard  has  been  had  to  the  spoils  principle.  No 
doubt  the  honorable  gentleman  from  the  city  of  New 
York  thinks  the  cost  of  this  custom-house  a  small  mat- 
ter. When  we  were  on  the  navy  bill,  be  sseeringly 
said  the  pitiful  sum  of  $600,000  was  gsme  too  small  to 
be  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr  Bbu(]  this  is  sll  very  natural:  our  minds 
are  formed  by  the  circumstances  around  us.  The  gen 
tieman  haa  been  long  accustomed  to  see  milUons  of  the 
national  treasure  poured  out  in  his  State  and  city.  His 
constituents  now  have  the  use  of  more  than  twelve  mil- 
lions of  the  public  money  without  interest,  a  million  to 
build  a  custom-house.  Under  these  circumstances* 
it  does  not  surprise  me  that  the  gentleman  should 
hsve  large  ideas;  and  that,  being  so  much  used  to  nnil- 
lions,  be  should  have  no  patience  in  counting  okere  thou- 
sands. 

I  do  not  know  how  it  is  with  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Bsu,]  as  he  resides  at  Nashville,  within  the 
limits  of  the  constitution,  but  I  will  undertake  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  from  the  same  State  [Mr.  Pbitos]  would 
think  the  sum  of  $600,000  was  game  well  worthy  of  his 
attention,  if  he  could  get  it  to  improve  the  Cumberland 
river  above  the  upper  boundary  of  the  constitution. 

The  power  of  the  House  of  Representativea  is  fast 
wasting  away  to  nothing  under  another  alarming  inno- 
vation, in  regard  to  the  appropriation  of  money.  A 
demand  upon  the  Treasury  for  a  large  sum  of  mone/ 
was  heretofore  deemed  an  affair  of  sufficient  consequence 
to  be  brought  before  Congress  by  a  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  referred  by 
the  House  to  a  standing  committee  for  investigation. 
Now,  the  irregular  practice  has  grown  up,  of  the  beads 
of  the  Departments,  instead  of  the  President,  to  call 
upon  a  committee  of  the  House,  instead  of  the  House 
itself,  for  appropriations.  Under  this  new  practice,  and 
at  this  session,  we  have  seen  millions  voted  away  upon  a 
letter  passing  between  the  Departments  and  the  com- 
mittees. I  was  surprised  st  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Spbioht,]  who,  in  the  general,  is  so  cor- 
rect as  to  the  rules  of  proceeding,  when  he  ssserted  that 
this  practice  had  existed  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government.  I  deny  that  any  committee  haa  a  right 
to  deliberate  or  report  upon  any  aubject  that  has  not 
been  referred  to  it  by  the  House.  The  committees  de- 
rive all  their  powers  from  the  Houte,  and  the  range  of 
their  deliberations  is  confined  to  such  subjects  aa  the 
House  has  referred  to  them.  I  deny  their  right  to  re- 
ceive a  communication  from  any  source  whatever,  of 
original  propositions,  except  from  the  House.  They 
have  a  right,  atfid  it  is  the  practice  for  the  Departments^ 
to  prepare  estimates  and  statements  for  the  committees, 
explanatory  of  lubjecti  which  bsTe  been  referred  to 
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them  by  the  House.  And  it  is  this  usage  that  has  misled 
ihe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  Whenever  the  de- 
sign of  raising  armies  and  appropriating  money  origi- 
nated in  the  executive  department,  such  design  was  al- 
ways, until  of  late  years,  brought  before  this  House  upon 
the  responsibility  of  the  President,  and  it  is  the  right  of 
every  representative  to  vote  upon  its  reference.  But 
our  present  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  not  only 
receives  notes  from  the  executive  departments  calling 
for  armies  and  millions,  but  whenever  he  determines 
that  any  of  these  notes  are  not  properly  directed  to  his 
committee,  he  takes  the  responsiblity,  without  consult- 
ing the  House,  to  say  which  of  the  other  committees 
they  shall  go  to.  In  this  informal  mode  of  proceeding, 
we  have  seen  millions  appropriated  in  the  compass  of  a 
few  hours,  under  a  single  breeze  of  excitement. 

At  this  dangerous  innovation,  the  honest  indigestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Jmvis]  rose  above 
party,  and  he  boldly  and  fearlessly  denounced  this  prac* 
tice,  as  reducing  this  House  to  the  condition  of  an  old 
French  Parliament,  whose  office  it  was  to  enregister  the 
decrees  of  the  King.  The  whole  of  the  improvements 
of  the  country,  the  fortifications,  breakwaters,  harbors, 
&c.,  are  progressing  under  such  vague  and  general  es- 
timates, under  such  indefinite  legislation,  that  power  is 
left  in  the  uncircumscribed  field  of  discretion,  to  multi- 
ply and  extend  patronage  at  pleasure. 

Sir,  on  the  subject  of  fortifications  a  brief  statement 
will  show  the  wild,  wasteful,  prodigal  spirit,  which  is 
now,  with  an  unsparing  hand,  scattering  the  public  treas- 
ure to  the  winds-^a  spirit  that  proclaims  that  it  would 
be  better  to  scourge  our  land  with  the  devastations  of 
war  than  to  unloose  the  grip  of  federal  power  upon  any 
portion  of  the  contents  of  the  Treasury.  The  average 
amount  of  the  annual  appropriations  for  fortifications, 
upon  the  settled  policy  of  the  country,  since  the  yesr 
1816,  is  within  a  fraction  of  $700,000.  The  estimates 
sent  in  from  the  proper  department  for  the  year  1835, 
when  it  vas  said  there  was  danger  of  a  French  war, 
were  the  sum  of  $439,000.  The  estimates  for  1836,  in 
view  of  a  French  war,  for  fortifications,  being  for  two 
years,  the  bill  for  1835  not  having  passed,  was  for  the 
sum  of  $1,670,000.  And  now,  when  the  Frencli  war 
has  gone  by,  and  it  has  been  determined  to  make  war 
on  the  Treasury,  to  keep  the  people  out  of  any  ahare  of 
the  surplus,  what  do  we  behold?  Three  bills  depending 
before  this  House:  the  one  now  under  consideration  for 
the  sum  of  $3,772,058,  and  the  two  bills  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  for  new  fortifications, 
lor  the  sum  of  $2,503,800  morei  making,  in  all,  the  sum 
of  $6,225,858!  The  sum  proposed  now  to  be  appro- 
priated at  this  session  it  nearly  half  as  much  as  has  been 
appropriated  for  fortifications  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
The  average  annual  amount  for  the  naval  service  here- 
tofore has  been  a  fraction  less  than  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions. The  annual  navsl  bill  of  this  session,  which  has 
passed  this  House,  is  for  $6,235,307.  From  the  above 
indications,  it  is  evident  that  federal  power,  intrenched 
in  the  strong  ramparts  of  the  Treasury,  is  determined 
there  to  make  its  stand,  until  it  triumphs  in  the  battle 
of  the  succession,  or  expends  every  dollar  in  Jthe  conflict. 
Sir,  I  dissgree  with  my  colleague  in  the  warm  appro- 
bation which  he  has  expressed  for  the  fortification  bill 
now  before  you.  It  is  without  example  for  its  prodigal 
extravagancei  and  unnecessary,  because  the  enormotu 
amount  cannot  be  expended  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  1834,  when  labor  was  comparatively 
cheap  and  essy  to  be  procured,  only  the  sum  of  $475,617 
could  be  expended  out  of  the  appropriation  of  $870,594 
for  fortifications. 

Of  the  fortification  bill  of  this  session,  $700,000  is  for 
armini^  the  fortifications.  The  annual  appropriation 
Jieretofbre  for  this  Ust  object  was  $100,000. 


There  is  in  the  army  bill  of  this  year  the  sum  of 
$200,000  for  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  which 
has  already  passed;  and  the  amendment  now  pending, 
and  to  which  my  colleague  has  pledged  his  support,  is 
for  $700,000  more;  making,  in  all,  $^0,000,  in  place  of 
the  $100,000  heretofore  annually  applied  to  this  pur- 
pose. I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  making  this  appro- 
Cropriation  ninefold  more  than  has  ever  been  required 
eretofore,  even  by  this  administration.  As  all  former 
experience  has  proven  the  impracticability  of  expending 
the  sums  demanded  at  this  session  upon  the  public  works 
in  the  year,  there  can  be  no  other  object  in  the  extrava- 
gant appropriations  proposed,  than  to  make  such  a  di^ 
position  of  the  public  money  as  to  defeat  the  land  bill. 
Sir,  why  are  you  about  to  depart  from  all  former  usage 
at  this  particular  time^  Why  signalize  the  year  1836 
with  a  prodigality  that  will  swell  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  millions  beyond  even  the  excesses  of  the 
last  seven  years?  Is  it  possible  that  Congress  will  swing 
the  doors  of  the  Treasury  wide  open,  and  pour  out  the 
public  money  agreeably  to  the  new  demands  of  power 
at  the  approach  of  a  presidential  election?  For  the 
army,  navy,  and  fortifications,  nearly  ten  millions  are 
demanded  for  this  year  more  than  the  laiit. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Caxbrxlivo] 
g^ve  us  notice  several  times  that  he  intended  to  speak 
upon  the  surplus  revenue  and  expenditure.  I  was  anx* 
ious  to  hear  him  on  these  subjects,  for  I  supposed  he 
would  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to  explain  to  the 
country  why  he  had  delayed  so  long  to  bring  forward  a 
bill  for  retrenching  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
and  the  number  of  federal  offices,  agreeably  to  his  fa- 
mous report  of  1828,  upon  the  adoption  of  which  be 
and  his  mends  then  thought,  or  professed  to  think,  that 
the  very  salvation  of  the  country  depended.  But  when 
the  gentleman  came  to  speak,  he  remembered  to  forget 
his  pledge  of  retrenchment,  which  is  now  eight  years 
old.  He  must  be  excused;  he  has  been  so  busily  en- 
gaged during  this  session  in  preparing  bills  to  increase 
the  number  of  oflSces  and  the  salaries  in  all  the  execu- 
tive departments,  that  he  has  not  had  time  to  explain 
the  reasons  of  his  failure  to  comply  with  his  retrench- 
4nent  pledge. 

He  commenced  his  speech  by  showing  that  if  the 
President's  wise  and  just  recommendation  in  1829,  to 
give  the  public  domain  to  the  new  States  in  whose 
boundaries  it  was  situated,  had  been  complied  with,  we 
ahould  not  now  have  been  troubled  with  a  surplus  rev- 
enue. The  public  domain  was  purchased  by  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  all  the  States,  for  the  common  use  and 
benefit  of  all.  Virginia  conveyed  her  vast  possessions 
to  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Sutes,  her- 
self  included;  and  yet  the  gentleman  contends  it  would 
be  just  towards  Virginia  and  the  other  States  for  Con- 
gress to  take  the  common  property  from  all  the  States, 
and  divide  it  among  a  few  of  them.  This  agrarian 
scheme,  prostrating  as  it  does  every  idea  of  justice  and 
policy,  the  gentleman  knows  full  well  will  never  be 
adopted.  But  the  delusion  has  answered  the  purpose 
for  some  time,  and  may  a  little  while  longer,  of  raising 
expectations  in  the  new  States  which  they  will  never 
realize,  and  of  casting  their  political  influence  in  the 
scale  that  holds  out  the  promise.  The  idea  of  robbing 
one  State  of  its  property,  to  bestow  it  on  another,  had 
its  origin  in  political  designs,  and  will  end  in  political 
designs;  for  such  a  scheme  can  never  succeed  unless  the 
people  become  deranged.  It  will  turn  out  like  the  prom- 
ise of  retrenchment  and  reform.  The  plain  English  of 
both  promises  was  artifices  to  get  votes  and  political  in- 
fluence. 

The  gentleman  next  proceeded  to  denounce  the  legis- 
lation of  1816,  which  has  paid  off  the  national  debt,  and 
filled  the  Treasury  to  overflowing,  and  itoutly  main- 
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tained  that  if  the  public  money  was  divided,  it  would 
corrupt  the  States!  The  honorable  gentleman  seema 
to  have  all  aorta  of  horrors  at  the  idea  of  the  corruption 
which  the  use  of  their  own  money  would  spread  among 
the  people  I  but  the  gentleman  has  no  fears  that  the 
public  money  will  corrupt  the  officers  of  the  Executive 
Government,  who  now  have  it  in  their  bands  against 
law,  and  are  using  it  in  violation  of  law.  There  is  no 
danger  of  its  corrupting  the  pet  banks,  and  brokers  and 
•toclgobbers  of  New  York,  who  now  have  more  than 
twelve  millions  of  the  people's  money  without  interest. 
There  is  no  danger  that  they  will  either  use  this  money 
in  political  bribery,  or  for  the  unholy  purpose  of  grind- 
ing the  poor  and  needy.  There  is  no  danger  of  millions 
of  this  money  being  loaned  to  political  favorites  to  spec- 
ulate in  Indian  reservations.  There  is  no  danger  that 
forty  millions  of  public  money  thus  used  will  transfer 
the  property  of  the  country  into  a  few  hands,  and  build 
up  a  lordly  aristocracy  among  us.  There  is  no  danger 
that  the  present  operations  of  the  federal  Treasury  will 
make  a  single  city  thf  mistress  of  the  commercial  ope- 
rations of  the  whole  country,  and  subject  every  portion 
of  the  Union  to  enormous  ezacliona  in  the  forms  of  dis- 
counts and  exchanges.  There  is  no  danger  that  the 
labor  of  the  people  will  have  to  pay  tribute  in  the  bro- 
kers' shops  in  this  ingulfing  commercial  emporium. 
No,  sir;  the  honorable  gentleman  apprehends  no  dan- 
ger from  any  use  of  the  public  money  except  its  division 
among  the  people,  to  whom  it  belongs,  and  there  he 
thinks  it  would  spread  universal  corruption. 

To  save  the  democracy  from  corruption,  the  gentle- 
man, with  the  most  disinterested  views  in  the  world, 
holds  on  to  the  surplus  revenue  with  the  grip  of  death; 
he  will  keep  it  snugly  in  New  York.  And  here,  sir,  I 
will  notice  one  instance  of  the  use  of  a  portion  of  the 
public  money  in  that  city.  The  Manhattan  Bank,  which 
was  smuggled  into  existence  by  fraud,  has  a  perpetual 
charter;  of  the  stock  an  English  nobleman  owns  over 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  bank  held  on  the 
1st  of  February  $3,067,000  of  the  people's  money  on 
deposite,  which,  at  legal  interest,  produces  $214,690 
annually!  of  which  the  Marquis  of  Carmaerthen  receives 
$70,000  for  his  share  of  the  spoils.  And  this  is  done 
for  the  very  laudable  purpose  of  keeping  the  money 
from  corrupting  the  people.  A  few  years  ago  we  were 
informed  by  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  that  it  was 
vei7  improper  to  let  foreigners  hold  stock  in  the 
United  States  Bank,  although  they  paid  the  Govern- 
ment a  large  bonus  for  the  privilege.  Now  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  same  gentleman  that  it  is  very  proper 
that  foreigners  should  hold  stock  in  this  pet  bank,  with- 
out paying  any  bonus,  and  have  the  use  of  the  money 
of  the  people  of  this  country  gratia  in  the  bargain. 

After  the  honorable  gentleman  had  shown  and  con- 
demned the  means  by  which  the  surplus  in  the  Treaa- 
ury  had  been  produced,  and  ahown  how  its  division 
would  corrupt  the  States,  he  atraightway  denied  that 
we  would  have  any  surplus  whatever  to  divide.  He 
fell  to  work  on  the  Treasury,  and  soon  had  il  bankrupt. 
The  forty  millions  disappeared  under  the  ofieration  as 
fast  as  the  number  of  FalstafiTs  assailants  in  Kendal 
green. 

I  will  give  a  specimen  or  two  how  the  gentleman  got 
clear  of  the  surplus.  In  the  first  place,  he  stood  up 
here,  In  presence  of  the  assembled  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  contended,  with  a  grave  face,  that  the  seven 
millions  of  stock  which  the  Government  owns  in  the 
United  States  Bank  was  not  safei  and  that,  in  reckoning 
our  means,  we  ought  not  to  count  that  fund !  So  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  strikes  seven  millions  out  of  the  ac- 
count. He  next  strikes  out  five  millions,  to .  pay  for  the 
Florida  war  with  a  few  hundred  Indians.  This  is  more 
than  twice  as  much  a«  was  expended  in  all  the  Indian 


wars  of  the  West,  from  3774  to  1795.  And  then  the 
gentleman  took  out  ten  millions  to  pay  for  a  war  that  is 
to  occur  hereafter,  but  did  not  tell  ua  where.  But  after 
getting  clear  of  $23,000,000,  there  was  still  a  large  surplus 
on  his  hands  which  he  did  not  know  what  to  do  with, 
when  his  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Gillst]  flew  to 
his  assistance,  with  a  scheme  to  spend  $22,000,000  more, 
to  buy  muskets  for  the  militia. 

[Mr.  GiLLiT  rose  and  said  that  he  did  not  propose  to 
take  that  sumi  that  he  had  said  it  would  require  that 
amount  to  arm  the  whole  militia,  but  that  his  proposition 
only  extended  to  a  part.] 

Sir,  lam  glad  to  hear, the  gentleman  doea  not  want  the 
whole  aum  now.  These  instancea  will  ahow  how  the 
Treasury  was  to  be  emptied.  From  the  gentleman'a  as- 
sertion, that  there  will  be  no  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
1  will  appeal  to  official  documenta.  In  my  sUtement  on 
the  2Iat  of  March  last,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  public 
fiyids,  I  referred  to  the  returna  from  the  Treasury  which 
had  then  come  in,  and  I  did  not  include  the  bank  stock. 
By  subsequent  reports  from  the  Secretary,  it  appears 
that  there  are  now  In  the  Treasury  $38,000,000;  the 
Government  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  ia 
worth  $8,000,000)  estimated  receipts  to  the  Ist  of 
January  next,  $24,000,000^making,  in  the  aggregate. 
$70,000,000.  Admit  that  the  extravagant  spirit  that 
now  beai-s  rule  should  at  this  session  swell  the  appropri- 
ation to  the  unexampled  sum  of  $35,000,000,  still  there 
will  be  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  Ist  of  January  next, 
$45,000,000,  allowing  that  there  will  be  in  the  Treasury 
at  that  time  $10,000,000  of  unexpended  balances.  Now, 
I  should  like  the  gentleman  to  descend  from  the  airy  re- 
gion of  imagination,  and  show  any  error  in  this  calcuation. 

In  prosecuting  hostilities  against  the  Treasury,  the 
gentleman  makes  a  most  vigilant  war  minister.  When- 
ever be  wants  a  large  sum  of  money,  he  forthwith  waxes 
exceedingly  valiant,  and  becomes  warlike;  but,  to  do  him 
justice,  during  almost  the  who!e  of  last  session  he  was  as 
civil  and  peaceable  a  gentleman  as  any  one  could  wish 
to  live  by;  and  only  a  few  days  before  the  close  of  the 
session,  as  chairman  of  the  Committeee  un  Foreign  Affairs 
he  made  the  most  sensible  speech  I  ever  heard  him  make, 
and  as  sensible  a  one  as  I  ever  heard  any  one  make.  It 
was  short  and  to  the  point;  both  very  rare  merits  in  this 
ball. 

The  venerable  and  learned  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  AsAxs]  called  upon  him  to  know  why  he  had 
not  made  a  report  upon  our  relations  with  France.  I  re- 
member the  identical  words  of  the  reply,  for  they  struck 
me  at  the  time.  The  gentleman  rose  and  said,  **  as  we 
intend  to  do  nothing,  we  think  it  prudent  tossy  nothing." 
I  admired  the  excellence  of  this  speecf^,  because  it  is  not 
uncommon  in  the  world  to  hear  men  play  the  braggart, 
and  gasconade,  and  t^lk  big,  just  in  proportion  as  they 
intend  to  do  nothing.  Bui  notwithstanding  thia  prudent 
pacific  speech,  on  the  very  next  night  the  gentleman 
fell  so  violently  into  one  of  his  belligerant  ways,  that  it 
broke  out  in  a  peremptory  demand  for  three  millions 
of  money:  and  he  became  so  moody  because  he  could  not 
get  the  whole  sum,  that  he  would  not  have  a  part,  and 
exhorted  his  friends  not  to  anawer  to  their  names  when 
they  were  called,  to  prevent  a  quorum  from  voting,  to 
enable  him  to  withhold  from  the  House  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference.  I  was  preaent  to  the  last  hour 
of  that  long-to-be-remembered  night  session,  and  confess 
that  I  was  astonished  to  hear  the  gentleman  call  upon  his 
friends  not  to  vote  after  midnight,  knowing  that  the  gentle- 
man had  never  on  any  former  occaaion  refused  to  vote 
himself  after  midnight;  and  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  bis 
opinion  that  the  Congress  does  not  necessarily  end  on  the 
3d  of  March  at  midnight.  I  will  not  dwell  upon  what 
occurred  at  the  last  session,  but  return  to  this.  During 
the  last  winter,  when  that  gentleman  desired  to  make 
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heftvy  pulls  on  the  Treasury,  he  would  take  into  his  head 
that  Admiral  Maclcau  was  hovering;  on  the  coast,  and 
sometimes  seemed  to  think  that  bis  gpins  were  within 
point-blank  shot  of  the  Capitol. 

Since  the  nautical  evolutions  of  the  Gallic  admiral 
have  ceased  1o  float  in  the  visions  of  the  gentleman's 
fervid  imagination,  his  pugnacious  apprehensions  have 
worked  around  to  an  opposite  direction,  and  one  ominous 
sweep  of  his  finger  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  portended  unnumbered  direful  wars,  in  some 
one  of  which  it  would  be  necessaiy  to  spend  ten  millions 
of  dollars.  In  this  brief  manner  the  honorable  gentle- 
man disencumbered  the  land  bill  of  nearly  one  half  of  Its 
contents.  The  gentleman  tells  us  boldly  that  a  war 
would  do  the  country  less  injury  than  the  division  of  the 
surplus  treasure  among  the  States. 

Sir,  that  it  was  the  deliberate  intention  at  first  to  make 
the  whole  Union  tributary  to  New  York,  becomes  every 
day  more  and  more  evident.  As  early  as  the  18th  of 
October,  1833,  the  agent  of  the  Government  appointed 
to  select  the  deposite  banks  wrote  to  a  person  in  New 
York  that,  under  the  new  system,  **  it  (the  branch  of 
the  United  States  Bank)  will  have  to  become  the  collector 
of  specie  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  for  the  ulti- 
mate use  of  your  bank  and  others  who  may  want  it  in 
New  York."  Yes,  sii%  here  is  a  project  to  drain  every 
part  of  the  Union  of  specie,  for  the  benefit  of  New  York. 
We  now  see,  in  completion  of  this  scheme,  twelve  mil- 
lions of  the  people's  money  deposited  in  one  city,  and 
the  whole  Western  country  constantly  drained  to  keep 
the  public  funds  concentrated  at  this  point;  and  we  hear 
the  member  from  that  city  proclaiming  that  it  would  be 
better  to  involve  the  country  in  war  than  to  have  this 
New  York  monopoly  broken  up;  the  monopoly  by  which 
the  specie  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  the 
public  revenue,  is  conveyed  to  this  favored  place. 

The  great  contest  of  the  present  day  is,  whether  the 
public  domain  shall  be  divided  among  the  States,  to 
strengthen  the  defences  of  liberty,  or  retained  in  the 
hands  of  federal  power,  to  be  divided  out  as  spoils  in  the 
form  of  jobs,  contracts,  and  salaries,  to  secure  political 
influence.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  thousand 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  land,  devoted  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  federal  patronage,  will  insure  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  executive  and  aristocratic  power  over  the 
liberty  of  the  country.  Hence  power  holds  on  to  the 
public  money  and  the  public  Isnds.  Hence  the  declara- 
tion that  war  would  be  preferable  to  a  division  of  the 
public  money  among  the  States.  Hence  the  presump- 
tuous declaration  of  the  ofEce-holders,  while  they  are 
rioting  upon  the  public  money  which  they  hold  in  viola- 
tion of  law,  that  if  they  were  forced  to  give  it  up,  it 
would  corrupt  the  people.  Hence  the  succession  of 
varying  schemes  which  have  passed  before  us  since  the 
first  Monday  of  December,  with  a  view  to  engage  public 
attention,  so  that  the  session  might  be  wasted  in  the 
consideration  of  a  number  of  repugnant  plans;  that  noth- 
ing should  be  done,  and  Congress  adjourn  and  leave  the 
public  money  in  a  position  to  do  the  political  work  of 
«« the  parly." 

Three  projects  were  proposed  by  three  eminent  poli- 
ticians, all  high  in  the  confidence  of  power,  members  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  One  proposed  to 
laj  out  the  surplus  public  money  Ih  the  purchase  of 
stocks;  another  reported  a  scheme  of  distributing  the 
public  funds  among  railroad  companies,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  the  mail  carried;  while  another  proposed  to 
get  rid  of  the  surplus  by  building  forts.  Now,  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  GAMBasLiiro]  and  his  party, 
in  the  face  of  their  own  admissions  during  the  whole 
•essioD,  in  the  face  of  their  own  proiecta  of  disposing  of 
the  surplus  revenue,  turn  round  and  deny  that  there  will 
be  any  lurplui  to  divide!    Emboldened  by  success,  the 


party  now  confidently  imagine  that  they  can  pass  off  the 
most  palpable  inconsistencies  upon  public  credulity,  un« 
der  cover  of  the  President's  popularity.  It  may  be  slow, 
but  a  day  of  accountability  will  ceme. 

But,  sir,  there  is  one  view  stronger  than  all  others,  to 
show  the  inconsistency  of  those  who  aHe  engaged  in  the 
project  of  keeping  the  people  out  of  the  use  of  their 
money.  On  the  one  hsnd,  we  are  told  that  the  Whole 
ought  to  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  General 
Government;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  told,  if  it 
be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  States  it  will  break 
all  the  banks.  Yes,  air,  according  to  these  gentlemen, 
if  you  grant  all  your  money  for  federal  purposes,  the 
pet  bsnks  can  pay  you  with  ease;  but  if  you  make  the 
grant  for  the  use  of  the  States,  they  will  all  blow  up! 

Sir,  I  will  here  take  leave  of  the  gentlemsn  from  New 
York,  and  pay  my  respects  to  my  honorable  colleague^ 
[Mr.  FxKRCR,]  who  has  thought  proper  to  honor  me  by 
making  almost  the  whole  of  his  very  elaborate  speech  la 
answer  to  one  of  mine  delivered  more  than  two  months 
ago.  I  will  not  complain  of  his  going  out-  of  his  way, 
and  against  the  rules  of  the  House,  on  one  subject,  to 
answer  an  argument  made  on  another.  But  I  do  not  see 
the  necessity  the  gentleman  was  under  to  answer  mj 
speech,  inasmuch  as,  aAer  two  months'  deliberation,  he 
has  not  ventured  to  deny  a  material  fact,  or  to  controvert 
a  principle  maintained  by  me.  That  the  gentleman 
should  have  selected  me,  out  of  all  the  members  of  the 
House,  to  make  his  speech  at,  is  a  little  remarkable, 
considering  the  long  and  uninterrupted  friendship  which 
he  has  informed  the  House  has  subsisted  between  ui| 
and  considering,  also,  that  the  gentleman  stands  pledged 
to  bis  constituents  to  support  the  same  measures  that  I 
do  to  mine.  Our  districts  adjoin,  and  we  represent  peo- 
ple not  only  having  precisely  the  same  interests,  but 
agreeing  perfectly  in  the  measures  which  should  sustain 
their  interests.  I  do  not  know  that  my  colleague  and 
myself  differ  on  any  question  of  nationsi  policy.  We 
a^ree  that  a  national  bank  is  constitutional,  and  condu- 
cive to  the  preservation  of  a  sound  currency.  We  agree 
in  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  works  of  Inter- 
nal  improvement.  We  both  believe  that  roads  could 
be  made  in  Kentucky,  of  a  national  character,  as  well  at 
in  the  other  States.  We  both  believe  the  constitution 
is  in  force  above  as  well  as  below  custom-houses.  He 
believes,  as  I  do,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
ought  to  be  divided  annong  the  Ststes.  We  both  agree 
that  the  condition  of  the  public  money  ought  to  be  ex- 
amined into  by  Congress  before  the  adjournment.  Thus 
situated,  being  old  friends,  substantially  representing  the 
same  people,  and  agreeing  as  to  all  the  great  measures 
depending  before  Congress,  I  had  cherished  the  hope 
that  the  gentleman  would  have  stood  side  by  side  with 
me,  and  shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  pressing  these  great 
measures,  in  which  our  constituents  have  so  deep  an  in- 
terest, through  the  House. 

That  the  gentleman  should  have  assumed  an  attitude 
of  opposition  to  me,  (in  a  kind  manner,  it  is  true,)  m 
among  the  strange  events  of  these  strange  times;  not 
because  we  differ  in  principle,  not  because  I  have  made 
any  argument  against  the  interest  of  the  country,  but 
because,  as  he  says,  I  have  opposed  '<  his  party,"  and 
he,  being  one  of  « the  party,"  if,  in  self-defence,  bound 
to  answer  me.  His  defence  is  not  of  the  constitution, 
not  of  the  great  principles  of  public  policy  called  for 
by  our  constituents,  for  here  we  wslk  together  and  are 
agreed.  No;  the  gentleman  entered  the  lists  as  the 
champion  of  his  "  party."  My  friend  is  an  apt  scholar, 
and  has  very  soon  learned  the  fashion  at  the  metropolis. 
He  quickly  ascertained  that,  no  matter  what  measures  he 
advocated,  no  odds  what  principles  he  professed,  he 
would  be  taken  into  full  communion  and  fellowship, 
provided  he  would  defend  the  party  and  vote  for  the 
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■uocessor.  He  informed  the  House  that  he  intended  to 
leave  his  posterity  in  Kentucky,  and  that  he  loved  Ken- 
tucky better  than  any  place  in  the  world.  No  doubt 
this  is  true;  yet  I  could  wish  the  gentleman  had  a  differ- 
ent way  of  showing  his  love.  He  stands  here,  from  day 
to  day,  and  sees  <*the  party"  contriving  schemes  of  ex- 
travagance to  squander  the  public  money,  with  a  view 
to  deprive  the  people  of  the  use  of  any  portion  of  it;  yet 
he  is  as  meek  and  as  gentle  as  a  lamb;  his  Kentucky 
blood  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree  agitated  at  those  at- 
tempts to  crush  the  rights  of  his  constituents. 

The  other  day,  in  this  present  debate,  he  heard  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambbblvvo]  contend- 
ing that,  if  the  money  was  divided,  it  would  corrupt  the 
people.  This  daring  affront  upon  the  sovereign  people 
did  not  fire  my  friend  with  indignation,  and  bring  him  to 
his  feet  to  vindicate  his  constituents  from  the  aspersion. 
No;  that  was  no  attack  upon  the  party.  The  honorable 
gentleman  had  to  reserve  his  strength,  to  lay  it  out 
against  a  Kentuckian  who  was  fighting  by  his  side  for 
the  measures  which  he  professed  to  advocate.  After  a 
full  examination  of  all  tlie  documents,  my  friend  informed 
the  committee  that  we  had  a  large  surplus  in  the  Treas- 
ury—enough to  divide  over  twenty  millions  amnng  the 
States;  yet  he  listened  with  perfect  composure  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  when  he  wfis  boldly  asserting, 
in  the  face  of  figures  and  factP,  that  there  was  no  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury.  Yet  the  gentleman  did  not  feel  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  pretest  against  a  statement  which  he 
knew  to  be  unfounded,  and  which  was  made  with  a 
view  to  defeat  the  just  claims  of  his  constituents  in  their 
•hare  of  the  surplus  money.  The  gentleman  could  look 
quietly  on  and  see  the  great  measure  which  he  was  sent 
here  to  sustain  sinking  under  this  statement.  Yet  the 
gentleman's  love  for  Kentucky  could  not  induce  him  to 
utter  a  word  of  remonstrance;  all  was  reserved  for  me; 
not  because  I  was  against  his  measures,  but  against  his 
men.  Verily  the  the  gentleman  does  not  love  Rome 
less,  but  he  loves  Caesar  more. 

But  after  all  the  gentleman's  devotion  to  his  party, 
after  his  gallant  defence  of  his  party,  what  return  has 
his  party  made  to  him?  He  moved,  on  three  severU 
days,  to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  which  t  had  the 
honor  to  introduce  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  soldiers 
who  fuught  the  battles  of  the  Western  country.  Where 
was  the  gentleman's  party  on  these  occasions?  They 
voted  him  down,  and  would  not  let  him  have  even  one 
hour  to  consider  the  bill.  Yet  my  friend  went  between 
the  tellers,  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  for  the 
previous  question  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  and 
thereby  prevented  a  motion  to  strike  out  $300,000  for 
the  New  York  custom-house.  While  my  friend  is  aiding 
in  the  completion  of  a  custom-house  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  which  will  cost  at  least  a  million  of  dollars,  his 
party  from  New  York  vote  to  leave  the  conquerors  of 
the  West,  in  their  age  and  poverty,  without  a  dollar  of 
compensation  for  all  their  suffering  and  all  their  toils. 
Again,  my  friend  was  elected  especially  to  get  from  his 
party  an  appropriation  to  make  a  road  from  the  mouth 
of  Big  Sandy  to  Mount  Sterling.  Where  is  the  gentle- 
man's  party  on  this  subject?  They  are  taking  millions 
fur  improvements  in  other  States,  but  they  will  not 
grant  my  friend  one  dollar  fur  his  road.  He  may  hope 
for  it,  but  I  will  tell  him  now  that  they  do  not  intend  to 
give  hini  one  cent.  So  that  my  friend  is  engaged  in  a 
roost  hopeless  undertaking.  He  s'ands  by  his  party,  but 
they  will  not  stand  by  him. 

If  the  gentleman  had  reserved  some  of  his  eloquence 
to  vindicate  the  rights  of  his  constituents,  and  to  bring 
his  parly  to  a  sense  of  justice,  he  would  have  stood  a 
much  better  chance  for  success.  My  friend  occupies 
the  strange  ground  here  of  supporting  men  who  oppose 
every  measure  which  the  people  of  Kentucky  th'nk  con- 


nected with  their  deepest  interests*  I  do  not  know  what 
consolation  the  gentleman  can  take  in  this,  unless  he,  too» 
thinks  it  «a  sufficient  glory  to  serve  under  such  a 
chief." 

I  will  now  proceed,  in  the  same  kind  and  friendly 
spirit  manifested  to  me  by  the  gentleman,  to  a  nearer 
view  of  his  speech.  He  again  brings  forward  the  letter 
of  General  Jackson  to  President  Monroe;  in  which  Gen* 
eral  Jackson  advises  Mr.  Monroe,  <*  in  the  selection  of 
the  public  officers,  to  avoid  party  and  party  feeling." 
Advises  him  to  **  crush  the  monster  called  party  spirit." 
Tells  him  that  <<  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  and  pow* 
erful  nation  should  never  indulge  in  party  feelings;  that 
his  should  be  liberal  and  disinterested,  bearing  in  mind 
that  he  acts  for  the  whole,  and  not  for  a  part,  of  the 
community."  This  celebrated  letter  was  written  in 
1816,  and  was  republished  in  all  the  papers  of  the  party 
throughout  America,  while  General  Jackson  was  elec- 
tioneering for  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate,  as  contain- 
ing the  principles  and  pledges  upon  which  he  would 
administer  the  Government  if  elected.  Now,  that  every 
principle  and  pledge  in  this  letter  have  been  violated { 
that  all  appointments  have  been  made  with  a  view  to 
party;  that  every  man  in  the  nation  has  been  proscribed 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  party;  that  the  monster 
called  party  spirit,  so  far  from  being  crushed,  has  scat- 
tered throughout  the  land  firebrands  of  discord,  and 
caused  party  passions  to  blaze  with  increased  fierceness* 
are  truths  which  no  one  questions. 

My  colleague,  perhaps,  did  not  observe  that  all  the 
members  of  his  party,  in  their  speeches,  prudently  went 
round  the  Monroe  letter;  that  upon  this  subject  they 
were  as  silent  as  the  tomb.  Perhaps  he  did  not  know 
that  for  the  last  five  years  not  one  was  found  in  this  House 
who  ventured  to  deny  that  every  principle  and  pledge 
in  the  Monroe  letter  had  been  disregarded  in  practice. 
If  my  colleague  bad  observed  these  things,  he  would 
not  have  taken  a  post  which  had  been  abandoned  by 
every  one;  he  would  not  have  undertaken  the  defence  of 
his  party  upon  a  point  where  he  cannot  find  a  single  man 
that  will  stand  by  his  side. 

But  as  the  gentleman  entered  the  libts,  not  to  sustain 
the  rights  of  his  constituents,  but  to  defend  his  party,  he 
had  a  chance  of  showing  his  zeal,  if  not  his  discretion, 
in  taking  up  the  Monroe  letter;  and  if  be  has  not  beea 
able  to  reconcile  the  professions  and  practices  of  the 
party,  it  has  afforded  him  a  notable  occasion  to  show  the 
strength  of  his  devotion.  But  let  us  see  what  the  gen- 
tleman has  made  of  the  letter.  The  point  in  issue  was 
between  the  profession  that,  in  the  selection  of  public 
officers,  party  and  party  feeling  should  be  avoided,  and 
the  practice  which  selected  none  but  partisans.  In  the 
very  first  move  my  friend  bears  off  from  this  issue,  and 
turns  to  other  parts  of  the  letter,  upon  quite  different 
subjects,  and  discourses  about  Western  lands  and  Indian:?, 
the  public  debt,  &c.  &c.;  but  when  the  gentleman  got 
back  from  his  irrelevant  digression,  as  he  could  not 
prove  the  consistency  between  the  President's  profession 
and  practice,  he  boldly  abandons  the  profession  and  jus- 
tifies the  practice. 

In  his  advice  to  Mr.  Monroe,  General  Jackson  said: 
<*  Every  thing  depends  on  the  selection  of  your  ministry. 
In  every  selection  party  and  party  feeling  should  be 
avoided."  My  colleague  said:  *<All  statesmen  of  all 
parties  concede  the  right  to  the  President  to  select  from 
the  ranks  of  his  political  friends  the  heads  of  DepsrI- 
ments.  How  can  two  walk  together  except  they  be 
agreed?"  The  gentleman's  tone  has  altered.  In  1828, 
when  he  was  electioneering  for  the  office  of  elector,  he 
eulogized  General  Jackson  for  the  elevated  and  liberal 
principle,  that  in  the  selection  of  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments party  should  be  avoided.  Now,  he  says,  all 
statesmen  agree  that  Departments  should  be  filled  with  , 
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ptf  tiMns.  That  the  gentleman  should  more  in  oppotU 
tion  to  bis  own  professions  in  1828,  in  the  face  of  the 
principles  of  the  President,  contained  in  the  letter  which 
be  held  in  his  band,  should  say  that  all  statesmen  of  all 
parties  agree  tliat  eabinef  ministers  should  be  partisans, 
is  but  the  beginning  of  the  difficulty  in  which  he  has  in- 
Tolyed  himself  by  undertaking  to  make  a  whole-hog  de- 
fence  of  the  administration. 

My  colleague  then  proceeded,  in  direct  opposition  to 
what  be  bad  advanced  in  the  sentence  before,  to  say: 
''It  is  true,  sir,  that  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
sre  equally  eligible  to  office,  and  entitled  to  equal  bene- 
fits from  the  Gorernment;"  and  went  on  to  prore  that 
equal  justice  had  been  done  to  all  parties  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  offices.     He  said  that  he  had  inquired  of  the  most 
intelligent  citizens  of  this  city,  and  had  been  informed 
by  them  that  the  opposition  have  their  due  proportion  of 
offices  throughout  the  Union.      I  should  have  been 
pleaied  if  my  friend  had  given  the  names  of  his  witnes- 
ses.   I  should  like  to  know  if  they  were  not  office-hold- 
ers, in  the  receipt  of  the  spoils.    I  very  much  regret 
that  a  statesman  from  Kentucky  should  have  been  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  making  sucli  an  inquiry  in  this 
city,  and  of  founding  a  grave  arsuroent  upon  the  testi* 
mony  of  witnesses  whose  names  he  has  thought  proper 
to  keep  to  himself.    Does  not  tvery  body  know,  as  well 
as  the  gentleman's  nameless  witnesses  under  the  eaves  of 
the  palace,  what  is  the  truth  on  the  subject }   W  hat  is  the 
question?    It  is  this:  In  the  appointment  of  public  offi- 
cers, **  have  characters  been  selected  most  conspicuous 
for  their  probity,  virtue,  capacity,  and  firmness,  without 
regard  to  party,"  agreeably  to  the  solemn  pledge  which 
had  been  given,  and  upon  the  faith  of  which  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  was  elected?    Now,  my  friend  knows 
perfectly  well,  what  every  one  knows,  that  no  individu- 
al has  been  selected  to  fill  office  but  a  devoted  partisant 
yet  he  goes  into  the  purlieus  of  the  palace  to  inquire  for 
information.     If  the  gentleman  did  not  know,  he  ought 
to  have  consulted  the  public  records^  there  he  would 
have  found  who  had  been  sppointed  home  and  foreign 
minibters,  judges  of  courts,  and  to  all  the  offices  in  the 
nation.     But,  when  the  gentleman  leaves  his  Washing- 
ton city  testimony,  and  relies  on  his  own  knowledge, 
and  takes  a  range  throughout  the  land  to  find  instances 
to  prove  that,  in  the  selection  of  public  officers,  no  re- 
gard has  been  had  to  party,  he  has  found  two  signal  ca- 
ses in  the  Western  country,  both  of  which  occurred  in 
the  county  in  which  I  live,    lie  says  that  Colonel  Goleby, 
H,  Taylor,  and  Jamea  Pace,  opposition  men,  were  ap- 
pointed postmasters  by  this  disinterested  and  libersl  ad- 
ministration.    The  gentleman  has  been  yery  unfortu- 
nate in  his  allusion  to  the  Post  Office  patronsge  in  Clark 
county,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel.     I  would  not  my- 
self have  voluntarily  msde  any  allusion  to  the  subject  i  but 
as  it  baa  been  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that, 
in  the  appointment  of  public  officers,  this  administration 
has  had  **  no  regard  to  party  or  party  spirit,*'  the  whole 
truth  must  come  out.    The  post  office  at  Colonel  Tay- 
lor's is  in  the  county  where  no  Jackson  man  lives. .  The 
office  yields  no  profit  of  consequence.    Colonel  Taylor 
did  not  take  the  office  with  any  view  of  making  money  i 
he  is  a  very  obliging  gentleman,  and  agreed  to  take  the 
office  merely  with  a  view  to  accommodate  his  neighbors. 
The  office  at  Pace's  was  in  all  respects  similarly  situa- 
ted.    These  being  the  only  cases  in  the  whole  Western 
country  that  the  researches  of  my  friend  could  find 
where  opposition  men  had  received  appointments  from 
this  administration,  could  any  thing  prove  more  clearly 
how  bard  he  was  pressed,  than  to  be  compelled  to  refer 
to  two  such  instances  to  prove  impartiality?    But  even 
here  the  gentleman  is  mistaken.    As  he  thought  proper 
to  brin^  up  these  two  offices  in  a  grave  argument  in 
Congreas  to  prove  that,  in  the  appointment  of  officers, 
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this  administration  had  no  respect  to  party,  I  addressed  a 
a  note  of  inquiry  to  Mr.  Kendall,  and  here  is  his  answer: 
He  says  Colonel  Taylor  was  appointed  postmaster  on 
the day  of ,  1826,  three  years  before  the  com- 
mencement of  General  Jackson's  first  term. 

[Here  Mr.  FmavcH  rose  to  explain,  and  said  that  he 
had  been  led  into  the  error  by  information  which  he  had 
received  in  CUrk  county,  where  he  was  well  acquaintedi 
that  he  had  not  intentionally  made  the  misstatementf  but, 
upon  inquiry  of  Mr.  Kendall,  he  had  found  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Edminson  had  also  been  appointed  to  a  post  of- 
fice, who  was  an  opposition  man;  so  that,  although  he 
was  mistaken  as  to  Colonel  Taylor,  yet  he  was  right  as  to 
the  number.] 

Mr.  AiXAV  proceeded.  Sir,  I  am  very  sure  that  the 
statement  in  regard  to  Colonel  Taylor's  appointment 
was  made  under  a  mistake)  and  I  take  this  occasion* 
with  great  pleasure,  to  bear  witness  that  my  colleague  is 
incapable  of  making  an  intentional  misstatement  on  this 
or  any  other  subject.  Yet  it  appears  (o  me,  in  fairness, 
the  gentleman  ought  to  have  stated  that  Mr.  Edminson. 
and  Mr.  Pace  lived  in  the  same  house,  at  different  times, 
and  had  been  appointed  for  the  same  office,  and  that 
there  was  no  Jackson  man  at  the  place  to  appoint.  I 
am  informed  by  Mr.  Kendall  that  this  office  waa  discon« 
tinued  last  fall,  because  no  one  would  have  it.  The 
whole  income  of  the  office,  for  the  year  1835,  was  $17. 
So  that  the  only  case  that  the  diligent  researches  of  my 
friend  could  find  to  prove  that  this  administration  bad  re- 
duced to  practice,  in  good  faith,  the  advice  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  gave  to  President  Monroe,  is  the  bestowal 
of  a  country  post  office,  where,  no  one  lived  but  the  post- 
master, that  was  worth  five  dollars  and  sizty-one  cenU 
per  annum!  being  33  per  cent,  on  $17.  As  to  Colo- 
nel Taylor,  the  liberality  was  not  in  the  appointment, 
but  in  the  forbearance  to  turn  him  out|  and  this  forbear- 
ance is  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  one  of  the 
«  party'*  at  Colebyville  to  Uke  the  place  of  the  present 
incumbent. 

Now  that  the  office  at  Pace's  haa  been  abandoned,  my 
colleague  must  torn  his  admiration  to  the  signal  forbear- 
ance practised  towards  Colonel  Taylor,  as  the  remaining 
monument  left  to  illustrate  the  liberalihr  of  this  adminis- 
tration, and  to  prove  that  "  the  Chicf^  Magiatrate  of  a 
great  and  powerful  nation  acts  for  the  whole,  and  not  for 
a  part  of  the  community." 

The  only  post  office  in  Clark  county  that  was  profita- 
ble when  **the  party"  came  into  power  was  held  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  Duncan,  a  gentleman  of  the  very  first  respecta- 
bility, and  perfectly  well  qualified  i  whose  unoffending 
and  amiable  manners  enabled  him  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  partiea  Mr. 
Duncan,  during  the  late  war,  shouldered  his  rifle,  and 
fought  in  the  battles  of  his  country.  My  colleague  haa 
known  Mr.  Duncan  intimately  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  will  not  deny  the  statement  I  have  made  con- 
cerning him.  He  will  go  fartheri  he  will  agree  that 
there  is  not  a  more  worthy  man  in  the  county  of  Clark, 
nor  one  better  qualified  for  the  office,  than  Mr.  Duncan. 
He  will  agree  that  there  is  not  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  who  gave  more  universal  satisfaction  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office  than  did  Mr.  Duncan. 
But  Mr.  Duncan  had  committed  the  unpardonable  sin  of 
having  voted  against  the  President,  and  for  this  sin  be 
was  punished  by  removal  from  office,  and  a  worthy 
young  man  placed  in  the  office,  as  a  reward  for  the  par- 
tisan services  of  influential  relatives. 

Now,  that  the  committee  have  the  whole  of  the  facts 
on  the  subject,  they  can  Judge  how  far  the  post  office 
patronage  in  the  county  of  Clark  was  used,  regardless  of 
party  and  party  spirit. 

All  others,  except  my  colleague,  had  prudently  pass- 
ed in  silence  the  letter  of  the  President  to  the  Tennes- 
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•ee  Legislature,  but  he  has  thought  proper  to  reproduce 
that  letter;  where  General  Jackson  states,  in  substance, 
that,  if  important  appointments  continue  to  devolve  on 
members  of  Congress,  corruption  will  become  the  order 
of  the  day.  Since  which  time,  as  President,  he  has  ap- 
pointed such  a  large  number  of  members  of  both  Houses 
to  the  highest  offices,  as  to  draw  between  five  and  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  from-  the  Treasury  for  their 
salaries.  This  inconsistency  between  profession  and 
practice,  being  so  glaring  as  to  deter  all  other  debaters 
from  attempting  to  reconcile  them,  did  not  in  the  least 
stay  the  zeat  of  my  colleague  in  his  determination  to  de* 
fend  the  administration  at  all  points.  And  to  get  out  of 
the  difficulty,  he  said: 

**  Suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  General  Jackson,  in  that 
letter,  bad  suggested  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  by  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  should  be  deprived  of  having  any  voice 
in  the  passage  of  laws  by  Congress,  by  which  the  power 
that  now  makes  it  his  duty  to  approve  and  sign  bills  pass- 
ed by  Congfress  before  they  have  the  force  of  laws 
should  be  taken  away  forever.  Suppose,  also,  the  Gen- 
eral, after  having  given  this  opinion,  had  been  elected 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  he  had  refused 
to  approve  and  sign  bills  passed  by  Congress,  upon  the 
ground  that  he  had  given  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennes- 
see the  opinion  that  the  President  ought  not  to  have 
such  power.  Sir,  in  the  case  supposed,  the  President 
would  have  been  impeached  and  removed  from  office,  if 
he  had  refused  to  approve  and  sign  bills  upon  the  ground 
stated,  when,  by  the  constitution,  it  was  his  sworn  duty 
to  do  so«  he  would  have  deserved  impeachment  and  re- 
moval from  office.  What,  then,  I  ask,  is  the  difference 
in  principle  between  the  case  supposed  and  the  case  in 
the  letter?  The  amendment  suggested  in  the  letter  has 
never  been  made  to  the  constitution. '' 

Thus  spoke  my  coUeaguet  and  if  he  reatly  can  see  any 
timilitude  between  the  case  supposed  and  the  profession 
In  the  letter,  I  will  not  stop  to  reason  with  him,  as  it  is 
not  probable  that  another  person  can  be  found  who  will 
be  able  to  discover  the  most  remote  resemblance. 
The  gentleman  went  on  to  say: 
**  By  the  constitution^  members  of  Congress  are  eligi- 
ble to  executive  appointments.    The  President  is  sworn 
*  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  constitution,'  as  it 
is,  not  as  he  would  have  it  to  be.     If,  then,  the  President 
'  bad  introduced  in  practice  what  would  have  been  a  vir- 
tual amendment  to  the  constitution  itself,  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  the  high  crime  of  usurpation." 

It  is  true  the  President  cannot  appoint  any  one  who  is 
ineligible;  but  I  never  heard  before  that  eligibility 
created  any  obligation  on  the  President  to  appoint  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  office,  and  that  his  failure  to  do  so 
would  amount  to  the  high  crime  of  usurpation,  for  which 
be  ought  to  be  impeached  and  removed  from  office. 
But  as  my  friend  is  inthe  secrets  of  the  cabinet,  and  if 
this  constitutional  interpretation  is  entertained  there, 
and  the  President  drew  so  largely  on  both  Houses  of 
Congress  and  the  Treasury  under  the  terrors  of  impeach- 
ment, it  will  certainly  justify  him  in  the  eyes  of  my  col- 
league, and  all  others  who  understand  the  constitution 
as  he  understands  it. 

The  gentleman  contends  that  the  President  could  not, 
with  propriety,  refuse  to  appoint  members  of  Congress 
to  office  until  the  constitution  was  changed  so  as  to  ren- 
der them  ineligible !  The  President  was  of  opinion  that 
the  practice  of  appointing  members  of  Congress  to  high 
offices  would  destroy  the  purity  and  independence  of  the 
Legritlature,  and  make  corruption  the  order  of  the  day. 
Now  my  friend  contends  that  the  President  was  bound  to 
continue  a  practice  attended  with  those  consequences 
until  he  was  prevented  by  a  change  of  the  constitution! 
If  every  thing  may  with  propriety  be  done  to  make 


corruption  the  order  of  the  day  that  is  not  prohibited  by 
the  constitution,  the  administration  has  a  broad  field  to 
move  in.  It  is  probably  the  first  time  under  the  sun  that 
the  introduction  of  corruption  into  the  administration  of 
the  Government  was  justified  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
not  prohibited  by  the  constitution.  The  gentleman  says 
the  President  was  sworn  to  support  the  const  itutiont  and 
as  members  of  Congress  were  eligible  to  office  under 
that  instrument,  it  would  have  been  a  dangerous  assump- 
tion of  power  on  the  part  of  the  President  to  have  ex- 
cluded them.  If  every  body  is  to  have  office  who  is 
eligible,  we  shsU  have  a  goodly  number  of  them.  But  I 
suppose  the  gentleman  confines  his  notion  of  eligibility 
to  "  his  party."  It  was  not  at  all  unconstitutional  to  pro- 
scribe and  render  ineligible  every  man  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress in  the  United  States  who  had  not  given  in  his  ad- 
hesion at  the  footstool  of  power;  but  it  would  have  been 
very  unconstitutional  for  the  President  to  have  refused 
to  appoint  partisan  members  of  Congress  to  office.  If 
this  be  enforcing  the  constitution,  the  President  has  fully 
administered,  he  has  marched  platoonsoutof  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  ss  was  once  observed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Coawiir.]  There  is  something,  no 
doubt,  very  pleasant  in  this  idea  of  administering  the 
constitution  to  a  member  of  Congress  of  th^  right  faith 
who  stands  on  the  roll  of  promotion,  for  this  kind  of  luck 
goes  round  so  fast  that  it  will  not  take  it  long  to  reach 
every  one.  And  when  it  comes  to  the  turn  of  my  col- 
league, I  have  no  doubt  that  be  will  think  it  more  con- 
stitutional than  ever. 

The  gentleman  eulogizes  the  administration  for  the 
vast  sums  of  money  which  it  has  expended  in  works  of 
internal  improvement  since  the  year  1829.  Sir,  how  will 
the  people  of  Kentucky  feel  when  they  know  that  a 
member  from  that  State  rose  upon  this  floor,  and  vaunt- 
ed the  praises  of  this  administration  for  the  profuse  out- 
pour of  millions  for  works  of  internal  improvement,  of 
all  sorts,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  except  Kentucky— 
when  they  recollect  that  they  were  told,  in  the  mid&t  of 
this  profusion,  thst  the  pitiful  sum  of  #150,000  could  not 
be  spared  for  a  Rentutky  road  until  the  national  debt 
was  paid?  .      ^.    „ 

It  is  amusing  to  hear  a  controversy  m  this  House  be* 
tween  two  of  •*  the  party"  upon  the  much-agitated  quea- 
tion,  «  what  are  the  principles  of  this  administration?" 
From  parts  of  the  Union  where  internal  improvement* 
are  unpopular,  we  hear  gentlemen  praising  the  adminis- 
tration for  having  subverted  the  whole  system;  while 
equal  praise  is  bestowed  from  sections  of  the  Union 
where  such  works  are  in  favor,  upon  the  orthodox  opin- 
ions and  lavisli  expenditures  of  the  present  administra- 
tion in  the  advancement  of  the  great  cause  of  public  im- 
provements. I  do  not  know  which  swelled  the  note  of 
admiration  to  the  highest  key,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  GAaiiHD,]  because  the  President  had  over- 
thrown, or  my  colleague,  because  he  bad  upheld,  inter- 
nal improvements. 

[Mr.  Gablavd  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  convey  the  idea  that  the  President  had  entirely 
crushed  internal  improvements.  He  wished  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  the  President  had  done  much  to  over- 
throw such  works,  but  that  he  had  not  gone  the  full 
length  of  the  Virginia  doctrine.] 

Mr.  Allav  proceeded.  Sir,  the  explanation  does  not 
affect  the  sense  of  what  I  was  saying.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  exults  that  so  much  has  been  done  to  de- 
stroy, while  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  exults  that 
so  much  has  been  done  to  build  up,  the  system. 

My  colleague  says  that  the  vast  sums  which  this  ad- 
ministration has  expended  <*  on  works  of  internal  im- 
provement are  not  local,  but  national,  in  their  character-'* 
In  the  true  spirit  of  non-committal,  in  which  school,  by 
the  way,  he  is  not  a  very  young  scholar,  my  colleague 
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mid  he  woald  not  undertake  to  my  whether  the  Mays- 
ville  road  and  the  Louisville  canal  were  local  or  national 
improyementfl.  Now,  I  reipret  to  hear  my  friend  my  that 
the  new  roads  in  Obio^  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Maine, 
&c.,  on  which  hundreds  of  thousands  have  been  expend- 
ed, were  national,  while  be  stands  in  a  atate  of  non-com* 
mittal  as  to  the  nationality  of  a  Kentucky  road.  I  regret 
to  hear  the  gentleman  vindicating  the  national  character 
of  improvements  which  this  administration  has  made  at 
the  mouths  of  creeks  which  he  can  with  difficulty  6nd 
on  the  maps,  while  he  will  not  say  whether  the  Louis- 
ville canal,  along  which  half  the  commerce  of  the  whole 
Union  passes,  is  local  or  national.  I  can  very  well  re- 
member a  time  when  the  gentleman  and  his  political 
friends  in  Keotucky  thought  the  Maysvilie  road  a  na^ 
tional  improvement.  When  the  news  arrived  in  that 
State  of  the  pamage  of  the  Maysvilie  road  bill  through 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  the  gentleman  and  his  friends 
were  filled  with  joy,  and  they  ezultingly  proclaimed  from 
the  housetooB  that  the  new  administration  had  already 
done  more  for  Kentucky  than  ever  had  been  done.  And 
just  in  the  flood*tide  of  their  rejeicingt  came  another 
mail,  and  brought  the  veto,  which  did  not  at  all  abate 
their  joyi  they  fiiced  about,  and  said  the  veto  was  cei^ 
Uinly  the  greatest  act  that  ever  was  performed  in  the 
tide  of  time,  always  excepting  the  battle  of  New  Orleana. 

On  the  subject  off  the  eitravagant  expenditures  of  this 
administration  the  gentleman  has  bad  before  him  the 
tablea  in  my  speech  for  two  months,  and  I  am  happy  te 
find  that  he  has  not  denied  the  accuracy  of  a  single 
figure  in  them.  I  proved  that  the  expenditure  from  the 
4th  of  March,  1839,  to  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  will  ex- 
ceed the  expenditure  for  the  preceding  eight  years  by 
the  sum  of  #45,116.634  47.  Not  being  able  to  find  any 
inaccuracy  in  ray  tables,  he  seeks  to  evade  their  force 
by  making  calculations  for  different  periods  of  time. 
But,  after  all  his  calculations,  he  does  not  deny  the  in- 
crease of  expenditure  during  this  administration  of  over 
forty-five  millions  of  dollars;  which  he  has  undertaken  to 
excuse  and  defend,  and  to  prove  that  an  increase  was 
unavoidable^  from  the  growth  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  has  entirely  changed  over  since  the 
year  1838,  when  he  was  ^eotioneering  for  the  office  of 
elector;  he  toki  the  people  that  the  expenses  of  the 
Federal  Government  were  too  high,  and  ought  to  be 
brought  down  to  the  scale  of  Jeffersonian  economy. 
Now,  in  1836,  when  the  gentleman's  party  is  in  the 
receipt  of  the  spoils,  he  telb  the  people  that,  so  far  from 
reducing,  it  is  necessary  that  the  mcreasing  expenditure 
should  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  country.  It 
now  appears  that  what  he  told  them  in  1828  was  a  mis- 
take. When  I  was  listening  to  the  gentleman's  dis- 
courses in  1838  upon  economy  and  reform,  I  little 
thought  of  ever  standing  by  his  side  in  this  hall,  and  see- 
ing him  the  advocate  of  increasing  the  expenses  of  this 
Government  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion and  resources  of  the  nation.  Did  not  the  gentleman 
know  in  1838  that  the  numbers  and  wealth  of  the  nation 
would  mcrea«e?  Why  did  he  not  then  tell  the  people 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  General  Jackson's  admin- 
istration to  increase  the  public  expenses  in  proportion 
to  the  growth  of  the  nation?  The  case  being  altered, 
alters  the  case.  **  The  party"  was  then  seeking  power, 
and  to  talk  of  reform,  and  retrenchment  was  the  way  to 
fet  it.  Now  that  they  have  power,  the  way  to  get  spoils 
M  to  increase  expenditure. 

The  gentleman,  with  great  apparent  satisfaction,  pro- 
duced the  number  of  Indian  treaties  and  the  qtuntity  of 
land  purchased  from  them,  as  evidences  of  the  diplo- 
matic skill  of  this  administration.  There  is  nothing  new 
in  this;  the  business  of  buying  land  from  the  Indians  has 
been  carried  on  for  a  long  time.  But  I  agree  that  this 
•dministration  has  introduced  ■evera.l  new  practices. 


which  I  regret  my  friend  did  not  tell  of  while  he  was  on 
the  subiecti  but  as  he  has  failed  to  do  so,  1  will  endeavor 
to  supply  what  he  has  omitted.  The  treaties  with  the 
Indians  for  their  lands  were  formerly  made  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  country :  now,  much  of  the  benefit  is  reserved 
as  a  means  of  patronage  to  reward  partisans  for  political 
services.  In  almost  all  of  the  treaties  with  the  Indiana 
for  cesaions  of  their  lands,  large  reservations  are  made 
to  p«rticular  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  best  parts  of  the 
territories  ceded,  in  fee  simple,  with  power  to  such 
chiefs  and  headmen  to  sell  the  same  to  such  persons  as 
the  President  or  his  agents  shall  agree  may  buy.  No  one 
can  purchase  against  the  consent  of  the  President.  So 
that  the  accusation  of  cheating  the  Indians  out  of  thele 
reservations  is  exclusive. 

We  have  seen  large  portions  of  the  public  lands 
brought  into  conflict  with  the  public  liberty,  by  beings 
under  the  forms  of  treaties,  drawn  into  the  vortex  of 
governmental  patronsge.  We  have  also  seen  eleven 
millions  of  acres^  the  common  property  of  all  the  States* 
distributed  by  partial  legislation  to  six  of  them;  while 
the  pioneers  of  Kentucky,  the  founders  of  the  rreat 
Western  empire,  who  bore  the  winter's  cold  and  the 
summer's  heat,  and  stood  firm  for  a  score  of  years  in 
the  front  of  a  hundred  battlea,  are  most  unjustljr  de- 
prived of  any  share  in  the  public  domain,  which  is  the 
fruit  of  their  victories. 

The  gentleman  eulogized  the  administration,  especial- 
ly, for  the  new  system  of  rentoving  the  Indians.  This 
novelty  being  a  total  departure  from  the  benevolent 
policy  of  Washington,  and  all  of- his  successors,  has  to 
be  tested  by  time  and  experience,  before  we  can  judge 
correctly  of  its  wisdom.  This  administration  has  under- 
taken to  move  the  numerous  tribes  to  the  same  territory. 
There  have  already  been  removed  31,348  Indians,  and 
73,181  are  yet  to  be  removed,  making  in  all  103,529. 
What  will  be  the  result  of  placing  so  many  tribes  near 
together,  with  their  fierce  passions  roused  to  the  highest 
pmnt  of  resentment,  from  having  been  forced  to  leave 
the  land  and  graves  of  their  fathers,  where,  by  their 
union  and  their  wrongs,  they  can  learn  their  strengtbi 
time  will  show. 

In  addition  to  the  removed  Indians,  there  are  of  the 
indigenous  tribes,  within  striking  distance  of  the  fron- 
tier, 150,341;  so  that,  altogether,  there  will  be  a  body 
of  353,870.  We  are  bound  to  take  part  in  all  the  watv 
that  may  occur  among  these  numerous  hostile  bands,  or 
which  may  occur  between  any  of  them  and  Mexico;  for 
we  have  agreed  by  treaty  to  protect  and  defend  the  re- 
moved Indlsns,  and  to  prevent  all  the  Indians  within  our 
borders  from  making  war  over  the  Mexican  line.  The 
fruit  of  this  Indian-driving  policy,  so  far,  does  not  argue 
much  good  for  the  future.  It  has  already  cost  us  several 
millions  of  money,<and  produced  three  wars.  The  Black 
Hawk  war  cost  #1,337,473;  it  is  estimated  that  the  Flor- 
ida war  will  cost  $5,000,000;  and  what  the  Creek  war 
will  cost,  we  cannot  tell.  We  have  this  session  appro- 
priated $1,000,000  to  enable  General  Gaines  to  keep 
peace  on  the  frontier.  We  have  been  compelled  to  add 
two  regiments  of  mounted  dragoons  to  the  regular  army, 
and  to  pass  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  raise  a 
provisional  army  of  10,000  volunteers,  and  the  com- 
manding general  has  written  for  an  increase  of  the  regu- 
lar army  to  30,000  men.  The  new  relations  of  the  nu- 
merous tribes  will,  it  is  anticipated,  produce  a  genersi 
Indian  war.  These  are  some  of  the  fruits  which  have 
already  ripened,  by  driving  the  Indians  to  despair.  In 
fifty  years,  if  this  system  does  not  cost  a  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dolhrs  and  fifty  thousand  lives,  we  shall  get  off* 
better  than  many  anticipate.  I  hope  for  the  best,  and 
shall  rejoice  if  all  the  good  comes  of  it  that  its  friends 
anticipate. 

The  gentleman  brought  forward,  also,  a  great  many 
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foreign  treatie§,  and  the  amount  of  indemnity  secured 
thereby,  with  as  much  exultation  as  if  the  an  of  treaty- 
making  was  a  very  late  discovery.  If  the  honorable 
member  had  extended  his  diplomatic  researches  a  little 
further  back,  and  looked  into  the  treaties  with  Spain, 
England,  Denmark,  and  many  others,  he  would  have 
found  a  greater  amount  of  indemnity  secured  to  our  citi- 
zens than  that  of  which  he  boasts. 

To  prove  that  we  are  passing  rapidly  from  a  paper 
money  currency  to  one  of  the  precious  metals,  the  gen- 
tleman has  produced  the  amount  of  coinage  at  the  mint 
during  the  diflferent  years  it  has  been  in  operation.  Now, 
sir,  I  wonder  if  my  friend  does,  in  sober  seriousness,  in- 
tend to  convey  the  idea  to  tl>e  people  that  the  coinage 
at  ihe  mint  increases  the  amount  of  gold  in  the  country, 
or  adds  a  cent  to  (he  national  wealth'     Does  he  intend 
to  give  the  administration  credit  for  working  the  mines? 
This  would  be  even  worse  than  the  credit  claimed  for 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt.    The  amount  of  gold 
and  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  depended  on  the 
same  cause— the  industry  of  the  people.     In  place  of  in- 
troducing a  metallic  currency,  this  Government  surren- 
dered its  constitutional  control  over  the  subject  into  the 
hands  of  the  States;  and  the  national  circulating  medium 
being  thereby  destroyed,  the  necessity  was  imposed  on 
the  States  of  supplying  its  place  in  the*  best  manner  they 
could.    And  now,  when  banks  are  springing  up  as  fast 
«s  mushrooms,  when  paper  money  is  overspreading  the 
land  beyond  any  former  example,  my  collesgue  gets  up 
here,  in  defence  of  "  his  party,"  and  holds  up  the  tables 
of  coinage,  to  show  his  constituents  that  a  golden  era  is 
about  to  commence,  and  that  paper  money  is  near  its  end ! 
•    Sir,  after  the  gentleman  has  informed  himself  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  public  money  and  the  currency, 
1  am  astonished  that  he,  in  the  character  of  a  public 
sentinel,  announces  to  the  people  that  all  is  well.    Does 
he  not  know  that  the  fact  has  been  announced  by  a  dis- 
tinguished leader  in  his  party,  in  public  debate,  that  if 
the  land  bill  were  to  pass,  and  the  deposite  banks  were 
called  on  to  pay  the  public  money,  it  would  not  only 
break  the  whole  of  them,  but  cause  an  explosion  in  the 
whole  paper  system  of  the  United  States? 
'    The  gentleman  haa  admitted  that  the  public  money  is 
under  the  control  of  no  law;  he  cannot  be  ignorant  that 
it  is  loaned  out,  without  interest,  tovpersons  of  whom  he 
has  no  knowledge.     He  knows  that  the  notes  of  the  de- 
posite banks  will  not  circulate  a  day's  journey  from  their 
vaults.    He  knows  that  there  is  a  general  depreciation; 
■that  there  are  brokers'  shops  in  every  town  and  village; 
that  a  traveller  across  the  Union  has  to  submit  to  have 
his  money  shaved  every  day's  ride.     He  knows  that  the 
broker  will  levy  a  heavy  tax  on  the  labor  of  the  country 
while  this  miserable  condition  of  the  currency  lasts.    At 
this  very  time  the  notes  of  the  New  York  banks  are  sha- 
ded in  this  city,  and  the  notes  issued  here  undergo  the 
same  operation  there.    In  many  places  the  people  are 
compelled  to  pay  five  and  six  per  cent,  to  procure  notes 
on  the  United  States  Bank. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  when  the  laboring  man  is 
continually  subject  to  be  robbed  of  his  labor,  when  the 
public  money  is  placed  in  banks  where  it  is  admitted 
they  will  break  if  they  are  called  on  to  pay,  I  repeat  that 
J  am  astonished  that  the  gentleman's  zeal  in  defence  of 
his  party  should  prevent  him  from  apprizing  his  constit- 
uents of  the  impending  danger. 

The  combined  influence  of  our  free  institutions,  the 
industry  and  enterprise  of  the  people,  the  introduction 
of  laboring  machinery,  the  establishment  of  manufac- 
tories, modem  roads,  and  steam  power,  and  the  high 
price  of  our  products  in  Europe,  have  enabled  this* 
young  gigantic  nation  to  make  such  advances  to  wealth, 
and  power,  and  prosperity,  as  to  astonish  the  world. 
The  great  result  of  the  combination  of  all  these  causes 


the  gfentleman,  in  the  prevailing  spirit  of  man-worship, 
ascribes  to  <*  the  Government,"  and  produces  the  tables 
of  exports  and  imports,  to  ahow  the  wonders  which  he 
hss  done  for  the  country.  I'he  people  are  nothing— our 
ruler  is  every  thing.  It  is  him  who  makes  gold  plenty, 
who  pays  off  the  national  debt,  who  raises  our  exports 
and  imports,  and  regulates  the  amount  of  the  cotton  crop 
in  the  South.  The  gentleman  seems  perfectly  willing 
to  strip  from  the  people  the  trophies  of  their  industry, 
enterprise,  and  genius,  and  place  them  upon  the  stand- 
ard of  the  chieftain  under  whom  it  is  «  a  sufficient  glory 
to  serve." 

The  gentleman  admits  that  the  public  money  is  now 
under  the  control  of  no  law  whatever,  and  has  arraigned 
the  Senate  and  the  minority  of  this  House  for  it.  Has 
the  gentleman  forgotten  who  it  was  that  took  the  public 
money  out  of  the  custody  of  the  law?  But  he  imputes 
fault  to  the  Senate  and  the  minority  of  this  House  for 
not  passing  a  new  law  to  reclaim  the  |>ublic  treasure.  If 
the  gentleman  had  looked  through  this  subject,  it  is  the 
very  last  one  that  be  would  have  alluded  to.  On  the 
24th  of  June,  1834,  a  bill  passed  this  House  to  regulate 
the  deposite  of  the  public  money  in  certain  State  banks, 
which  the  minority  of  this  House  generally  voted  against, 
and  which  the  Senate  laid  on  the  Ubie.  Now,  as  the 
honorable  member  thought  proper  to  arraign  others  for 
not  passing  this  bill,  he  ought  to  have  given  his  opinion 
either  for  or  against  it.  I  am  very  sure  he  will  never 
venture  to  say  that  bill  oufl^ht  to  have  passed,  for  it  con- 
tains some  of  the  most  objectionable  provisions  of  any 
bill  that  was  ever  before  Congress.  But  why  did  not 
the  gentleman  tell  all,  while  he  waa  on  the  subject?  At 
the  same  session  the  Senate  passed  a  bill  on  the  same 
subject,  which  this  House  did  not  act  on.  And,  further, 
at  the  last  session  a  bill  was  again  introduced  into  this 
House,  and  so  soon  as  the  minority  offered  some  salutary 
amendments,  which  the  majority  did  not  like,  and  which 
they  did  not  choose  to  tske  the  responsibility  of  voting 
sgainst,  they  refused  to  act  further  on  the  subject.  So 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  not  only  refused  to  pass 
the  bill  sent  here  by  the  Senate  in  1834^  but  refused  to 
act  on  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  which  they  had  origi- 
nated themselves.  This  session  has  nearly  passed  awaf  , 
and  the  majority  has  voted  down  repeated  motions  of 
the  minority  to  tske  up  the  subject.  So  that  the  same 
party  that  took  the  money  out  of  the  custody  of  the  law 
has  refused  to  make  a  new  law  to  take  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  those  who  hold  it  against  all  law. 

But  the  gentleman  ssys  that  this  administration  baa 
ahowered  blessings  and  benefits  upon  Kentucky  in  rich 
profusion.     When  he  came  to  this  part  of  his  speech,  I 
listened  with  all  anxiety  to  hear  what  kind  of  commodi* 
ties  the  blessingrg  consisted  of  which  bad  been  bestowed 
by  this  adroinistrstion  upon  Kentucky,  as  I  never  had 
heard  of  any  before.     My  friend,  with  all  imaginable 
gravity,  without  /moving  a  single  muscle  of  his  face  in 
sympathy  with  the  p^eneral  smile  that  went  round  the 
hall  upon  the  occasion,  announced  that  this  administra- 
tion had  appointed  to  office  Messrs.  Amos  Kendall,  Wil- 
liam T.  Barry,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Uobert  B.  McAfee, 
and  a  long  list  of  other  Kentuckians!     These  are  the 
blessings.     A  few  men  have  got  high  offices  and  large 
sums  of  money.     How  this  verifies  the  French  saying— 
*<that  party  excitement  is  the  madness  of  the  many  for  - 
the  benefit  of  the  few."    Here  are  the  benefiU  which 
the  people  of  Kentucky  have  derived  from  all  the  party 
conflicts,  from  all  the  divisions  and  heart-burnings  among 
them,  which  have  occurred  in  the  last  eight  years.    We 
were  formerly  taught  that  Government  was  instituted 
for  the  advantage  of  the  people.     But  my  friend  eulo- 
gizes the  Government  for  the  benefits  which  it  has  be- 
stowed on  public  officers.     I  complain  that  the  Goviern- 
ment  will  not  expend  a  fair  proportion  of  the  public  rev- 
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enue  to  aasist  the  people  of  Kentucky  to  make  improye- 
roents;  that  the  Government  will  not  divide  the  money 
which  ii  now  idle  m  the  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  the 
great  body  of  the  working  men  of  Kentucky  who  have 
1)0  office,  and  who'  desire  no  officej  and  my  friend  says 
that  my  complaints  on  these  subjects  assail  «  his  party/' 
and  he  answers  me,  as  a  full  set-off  to  all  the  injury  done 
to  the  people  by  keeping  them  out  of  their  just  rights, 
that  a  large  share  of  the  spoils  have  been  divided  among 
the  leading  partisans  in  Kentucky.  Does  the  gentle- 
man suppose  that  Kentucky  will  be  willing  to  compro- 
inise  principle,  and  sell  the  rights  of  the  people  to  buy 
offices  for  leading  men?  My  ^iend  has  truly  explained 
the  principle  of  party  action,  the  plain  English  of  which 
is,  the  art  of  getting  and  keeping  money  and  officei  and 
he  gives  a  fair  account  of  the  loaves  and  fishes  which 
have  fallen  to  the  share  of  political  aspirants  in  Ken- 
tucky from  the  table  of  this  administration,  while  he  has 
not  been  able  to  find  a  crumb  that  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  the  people.  In  taking  a  review  of  the  blessings  of 
this  bountiiiil  administration,  which  have  flowed  in  such 
copious  streams  into  the  pockets  of  the  office-holders, 
the  gentleman  rebukes  me  for  complaining  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  have  swelled  up  to  such  a 
height  of  extravagance. 

Sir,  I  will  not  go  for  the  offiee-holdersi  I  will  stand 
by  the  laboring  men  of  the.  nation,  who  are  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  land,  whose  industry  is  the  source  of 
your  national  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  to  protect 
which  ought  to  be  the  first  care  of  every  patriot  and 
statesman. 

When  the  general  appropriation  bill  for  the  supply 
of  the  army  of  public  officers  with  their  large  salaries 
was  before  the  House,  amounting  to  between  two  and 
three  milliohs  of  dollars,  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Mskcbb]   proposed  an  amendment  to  Appropriate  the 
surplus  revenue  for  the  use  of  the  people.  My  colleagrue 
voted  for  the  previous  question,  and  cut  off  this  amend- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  because,  he  said,  if 
the  appropriation  for  the  people  was  placed  in  the  bill 
that  contained  the  appropriations  for  the  officers,  and 
the  bill  should  be  vetoed,  it  would  cause  an  interregnum 
in  the  Government.    Now,  as  the  money  is  the  main  ob- 
ject, my  friend  is  perhaps  right  in  supposing  that  an  ir^ 
terregnum  would  occur  if  the  pay  were  stopped}  there- 
fore my  friend  thought  it  best  not  to  put  the  spoils  of 
the  officers  in  the  same  bill  with  the  appropriation  for 
the  people,  lest  all  might  fall  together.     This  was  the 
rery  reason  why  1  desired  to  see  both  provisions  in  the 
same  bill.    1  have  in  the  last  seven  years  seen  so  msny 
excesses  committed  on  the  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
ancient   institutions  of  the  country,  by  a  fat,  s'all-fed 
Governrnenf,  that  I  would  be  willing  to  starve  it  until  I 
could   count  its  ribs,  and  until  it  consented  to  give  up 
the  public  money  which  it  holds  contrary  to  law,  and 
dWide  the  same  among  the  States. 

I  will  here  leave  my  colleague,  and  we  shall  part  with 
very  different  feelings.  While  he  is  rejoicing  at  the 
flush  condition  of  the  pockets  of  the  political  leaders  of 
his  party  in  Kentucky,  I  am  left  In  regret,  because  his 
«'  party"  has  defeated  the  passage  of  every  law  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  Kentucky.  I  leave  him,  shel- 
tered under  the  aegis  of  power,  secure  as  one  of  its  de- 
fenders, and  will  proceed  myself  in  its  face,  sure  of  its 
vengeance,  to  point  out  its  abuses,  and  arraying  its 
usurpations  before  the  country.  In  this  I  occupy  my 
old  position.  Being  indebted  to  the  people  for  the  po- 
litical honors  which  they  have  conferred  upon  me  in  the 
last  twenty-fiVe  years— having  been  so  long  sustained  by 
their  firmneas  and  intelligence  against  all  the  assaults  of 
power,  against  all  the  detraction  of  enemies,  I  feel  bound 
by  the  hig^hest  sense  of  duty,  and  the  deepest  feelings 
of  gratitude,  to  continue,  at  every  personal  baxard,  to 


defend  their  constitutional  rights.  I  have  never  sought 
office  under  executive  power,  State  or  national;  I  am 
under  no  obligpation  and  owe  no  allegiance  to  any  earthly 
authority  but  that  of  the  people. 

In  supporting  the  proposition  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  I  shall  urge  the  considerations  which 
connect  it  with  power  and  patronage  more  than  those 
which  relate  to  economy.  I  would  rather  commence 
the  work  of  cutting  down  executive  power  by  render- 
ing members  of  Congress  ineligible  to  executive  appoint- 
ments, by  abridging  the  veto  power  and  the  power  of 
removal,  and  by  disconnecting  the  Executive,  and  the 
Treasury,  and  the  public  pressi  but,  as  the  opportunity 
of  voting  on  these  propositions  is  now  denied  me,  I  will 
a»tate  the  question  of  the  curtailment  of  power  in  an 
effort  to  reduce  expenditure. 

I  shall  proceed  to  show  how  retrenchment  will  reduce 
power,  and  In  what  manner  it  will  have  a  tendency  to 
change  the  Government  back  from  a  Government  of 
men  to  a  Government  of  laws.  Tour  army  of  public 
officers  draw  such  enormous  sums  from  the  Treasury 
that  they  would  be  able  at  any  time  of  emergency,  by 
devoting  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
their  salaries,  to  raise  a  fund  sufficiently  large  to  enable 
them  to  distribute  thousands  to  carry  elections.  The 
reduction  of  these  exorbitant  salaries  would  certainly  to 
that  extent  impair  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, which  is  thus  brought  into  conflict  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  elective  franchise.  It  is  hi^h  time  to  ad- 
monish these  officers,  by  reducin|^  their  psy,  to  leave 
elections  to  the  people,  and  stay  in  their  offices  and  at- 
tend to  their  duties.  The  members  of  Congress,  when 
they  see  the  general  tendency  to  extravagance,  and  the 
evil  effects  of  it,  ought  to  be  willing  to  commence  with 
themselves,  and  set  the  example,  by  reducing  their  own 
compensation.  In  this  way  they  will  afford  the  most 
convincing  proof  of  their  desire  of  carrying  the  Gov- 
ernment back  to  republican  simplicity  ;ind  frugality.  Id 
showing  a  willingness  to  share  the  fate  of  others,  they 
can,  with  a  greater  probability  of  success,  urge  a  gen- 
eral system  of  retrenchment  and  reform  in  the  public 
expenses.  If  we  pass  the  amendment  which  I  have  of- 
fered, it  will  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars  annually  {  and  if  we  are 
to  have  aii  many  wars  as  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  discoursed  about, 
they  will  furnish  additional  reasons  for  saving  money. 
I  hope  all  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Government,  from 
the  President  down,  will  be  willing  to  give  up  a  part  of 
their  salaries  to  pay  the  poor  soldiers  for  fighting  our 
battles. 

But  there  is  still  another  more  important  view  of  the 
subject.  The  salaries  of  the  federal  officers  are  so  far 
above  those  paid  by  the  States,  that  it  will  not  be  possible 
for  the  State  Governments  to  maintain  theirproper  influ- 
ence and  weight  in  the  confederacy.  This  central  mag- 
nificent  power  rises  up  with  honors  and  emoluments 
that  so  far  overshsdow  the  States  that  they  are  sunk  into 
provincial  obscurity.  This  central  agency  contains  the 
high  sources  of  attraction.  Hence  the  thronging  thou- 
sands that  continually  crowd  the  streets  of  this  capital, 
to  solicit  power  and  money  at  the  President's  palace. 
Here  is  one  great  source  of  the  President's  dangerous 
power— the  vast  multitude  over  whose  minds  and  free- 
dom of  thought  he  exercises  control  for  absolute  submis- 
sion to  all  the  requirements  of  party  is  known  to  be  the 
price  of  success. 

To  cure  these  evils,  to  restore  and  build  up  the  power 
of  the  States,  to  revive  the  independence  of  thought  and 
action,  let  us  cut  down  federal  honors  and  federal 
salaries  to  the  size  of  those  of  the  Statesi  let  us  make  offi- 
cial employments  about  as  profitable  as  the  common  pur- 
suits of  life,  then  men  will  not  be  tempted  to  quit  the 
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service  of  the  States,  and  the  independence  and  freedom 
of  private  stations,  and  become  courtiers  at  the  footstool 
of  federal  power. 

Sir,  we  have  raised  a  portion  of  our  public  officers 
too  far  above  the  people.  They  have  been  elevated  to 
a  point  of  exaltation  where  human  vanity  becomes  g^iddy, 
and  forgetful  of  the  rightful  source  of  power.  Our  head 
men,  upon  their  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  in  their 
eagerness  to  adopt  the  manners  of  European  aristocracy, 
have  forgotten  the  plain  republican  style  of  living  of  Ameri- 
can citizens.  The  President  and  five  of  his  home  minis- 
ters, receive  as  much  as  the  Governors  of  the  twenty-four 
States.  The  twenty-four  Governors  preside  over  the 
concerns  of  filUen  millions  of  people,  their  duties  ex- 
tending to  all  the  complicated  relations  of  life,  while  the 
duty  of  this  central  agency  is  restricted  to  general  super- 
intendence. Yet  the  amount  of  compensation  seems  to 
be  increased  in  proportion  as  the  labor  is  less.  Five 
home  and  one  foreign  ministers  receive  more  than  the 
chief  justices  of  the  twenty-four  States;  yet  the  labor  of 
these  six  ministers  is  but  a  drop  in  the  ocean  in  compari- 
son to  the  duties  performed  by  the  twenty-four  judges. 
The  President  alone  receives  as  much  as  the  Governors 
of  sixteen  of  the  States. 

It  appears  from  the  secret  history  of  the  debates  in  the 
Federal  Convention,  that  Doctor  Franklin  was  of  opinion 
**  that  the  Executive  should  receive  no  salary,  stipend, 
or  emolument,  for  the  devotion  of  his  time  to  the  public 
service,  but  that  his  expenses  should  be  paid."  The 
great  experience  and  sagacity  of  Franklin  enabled  him 
to  foresee  what  has  already  come  to  pass,  that,  if  a  princely 
support  was  provided  for  the  President,  an  example 
would  be  set  in  his  style  of  living  which  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  all  subordinate  officers,  until  extravagance  and 
degeneracy  would  ruin  the  public  service.  President 
Washington  seems  to  have  entertained  the  same  views; 
he  refused  to  receive  any  compensation  for  his  services 
above  his  expenses;  and  his  plain  republican  style  of 
living  is  well  described  in  the  memoirs  of  the  celebrated 
Chateaubriand,  who  visited  Washington  in  1791.  He 
says:  *<  A  little  house  of  the  English  construction,  resem- 
bling the  houses  in  its  neighborhood,  was  the  palace  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States:  no  guards,  no  valets. 
I  knocked;  the  servant  girl  opened  the  door,"  &c.  How 
delightful  and  refreshingit  istoturn  fromthesceoes around 
us,  to  contemplate  the  profound  forecast  and  philosophical 
views  of  Franklin,  and  the  citizen-like  simplicity  of  the 
example  left  us  by  Washington !  How  striking  Is  the  con- 
trast !  Now,  a  splendid  palace  towers  in  regal  magnificence 
far  above  many  of  those  injiabited  by  the  monarchs  of 
Europe;  and  the  President's  hospitality  is  assumptuousaa 
the  pampered  epicures  who  doze  away  a  worthless  ex- 
istence at  the  courts  of  Asiatic  despots  could  wish.  This 
palace,  according  to  the  notorious  east-room  letter,  was, 
in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  furnished  in  such 
splendid  style  as  to  shock  the  sensibility  of  a  republican. 
Tet  this  reforming  administration,  not  satisfied  with  the 
costly  decorations  which  were  then  the  theme  of  demo- 
cratic denunciation,  has  expended  the  unexampled  sum 
of  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of  new  furni- 
ture, which  throws  all  that  preceded  it  far  into  the  shade. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  President  receives  an  annual  salary 
of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year.  In  attempting  to 
make  a  President,  we  have  made  a  monarch  in  fact. 

In  all  the  forms  of  Government  that  have  ever  been 
tried,  the  executive  power  has  been  found  too  strong, 
and,  in  the  long  run,  has  swallowed  up  all  other  powers. 
It  is  taking  the  direction  here  which  was  anticipated  by 
many  at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution;  and  now,  in  the 
bitterness  of  their  disappointment,  the  most  ardent  of  the 
original  friends  of  a  strong  Executive  see  fast  accomplish- 
ing the  predictions  of  Patrick  Henry,  and  many  other 
sages  of  his  day.    Among  all  the  votaries  of  liberty,  it  is 


an  uncontested  msxim  that  the  superstructure  of  free 
Government  rests  upon  the  division  of  its  powers  into 
three  independent  distinct  departments.  Mr.  Jefferson's 
definition  of  despotism  is  the  union  of  all  the  powers  of 
Government  in  the  same  hands.  Tet  history  furnishes 
no  example  in  any  free  Government  where  the  execu- 
tive power  has  made  such  advances  of  usurpation  upon 
the  other  departments  in  so  short  a  time  as  in  the  United 
States. 

A  brief  contrast  of  the  powers  claimed  and  exercised 
by  the  Executive  at  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  now,  will  make  this  manifest.  At  first  he 
claimed  the  power  to  remove  public  officers  for  miscon- 
duct; now  he  removes  them  for  a  free  exercise  of  the  right 
of  suffrage.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Government  it 
was  held  to  be  a  fundamental  principle  that  the  purse 
and  the  sword  should  be  kept  separate;  now  they  are  in 
the  same  hands.  For  forty  years  Congress  exercised  the 
right  of  conducting  the  operations  of  the  Treasury 
through  bank  agency;  but  now,  while  the  President 
denies  to  Congress  the  right  to  establish  a  national  bank, 
he  appoints  himself  an  executive  bank,  composed  of  an 
association  of  State  banks,  to  conduct  the  fiscal  affairs  of 
the  Government;  so  that  the  long-contested  legislative 
power  to  establish  bank  agency  for  the  Treasury  haa 
practically  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and 
be  has  established  the  most  dangerous  money  monopoly  in 
the  world .  Ever  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  it 
was  held  that  Congress  possessed  the  money  power,  and 
had  authority  to  regulate  the  currency  and  fix  the 
standard  of  value,  until  the  President  seized  the  public 
money,  and  issued  decrees  through  the  Treasury  to  regu- 
late the  currency.  The  power  that  regulates  the  cui^ 
rency  is  a  power  over  the  commerce,  agriculture,  and 
manufactures,  of  the  country.  The  power  that  can  raise 
or  depress  the  currency  can  tax,  without  limit,  the  labor 
of  the  people.  It  is  customary  in  all  the  States  to  hold 
annual  examinations  into  the  condition  of  their  treasuries. 
It  has  been  the  custom  for  commitlles  of  Congress  to  ex- 
amine the  national  Treasury;  but  pow  this  new  execu- 
tive bank,  this  many-headed  monster,  shrinks  with  alarm 
from  all  scrutiny;  and  such  is  already  its  influence  that 
every  proposition  to  examine  its  concerns  has  been  voted 
down.  This  House  will  not  trust  its  own  eyes  to  open 
the  doors  and  look  at  the  actings  and  doings  in  this  great 
political  gambling  shop.  It  is  now  plain  that  Congress 
will  adjourn  and  leave  its  deeds  shrouded  in  the  darkness 
of  midnight. 

The  veto,  as  formerly  understood,  was  a  negative 
power  given  to  the  President  to  enable  him  to  defend 
his  department  from  encroachment.  Now,  it  has  be- 
come the  active  principle  of  legislation.  The  President 
takes  the  responsibility,  seizes  the  public  money,  ap- 
points a  national  bank  agency  for  the  Treasury,  and  is- 
sues decrees  to  regulate  the  currency,  and  continues  to 
exercise  these  high  sovereign  functions  of  legislation 
until  two  thirds  of  Congress  shall  be  found  (which  will 
never  be  the  case  while  he  can  appoint  the  members  to 
office)  to  take  these  powers  out  of  his  hands.  It  is  thus, 
by  the  exercise  of  the  veto,  that  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress has  become  powerless,  and  the  Executive  has  ac- 
quired dominion  over  the  property,  the  labor,  and  the 
commerce,  of  the  United  States,  by  assuming  the  power 
over  the  Treasury  and  the  currency. 

In  tracing  the  advances  of  executive  power,  nothing 
is  more  striking  than  the  dominion  which  it  has  acquired 
over  the  public  press.  The  press  is  admitted  to  be  the 
most  formidable  political  engine  of  modern  times.  Du- 
ring the  high  and  palmy  days  of  true  principles,  the 
press  was  the  faithful  channel  of  truth<^the  palladium 
of  liberty.  The  press  then  fought  the  battles  of  the  con- 
stitution, because  it  was  paid  by  the  community,  who  have 
not,  and  who  do  not  desire,  office.  Now  we  bftve  a  preas 
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in  the  ferriee  of  the  Goyernment,  orgfanlzed  and  regu- 
lated hy  disciplined  ambition,  and  gorged  and  fattened 
oat  of  the  public  crib.  There  are  at  this  time  in  the 
pay  of  the  Government  more  than  one  hundred  editors 
of  newspapers  scattered  throughout  the  United  States. 
There  will  be  paid  to  one  press  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment near  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum  out 
of  the  public  Treasury. 

There  is  not  in  Russia  or  Turkey  a  press  under  more 
despotic  control.  If  it  were  to  inwnuate  that  its  master 
was  not  Inftllible,  or  refuse  to  af&fra  that  the  most 
glaring  abuses  of  power  were  right,  or  deny  the  guilt 
of  every  public  deftulter,  even  if  the  proof  were  as 
clear  as  the  mid-day  sttn-*-if  it  should  suggest  a  doubt  as 
to  the  election  of  the  chosen  successor— it  would  not 
only  lose  the  bread  upon  which  it  is  fed  out  of  the  pub- 
lic granary,  but  would  be  overwhelmed  by  party  ven- 
geance. So  completely  is  the  independence  of  the 
press  bought  up,  that  we  would  as  soon  look  to  see  the 
waters  of  the  Potomac  roll  back  to  their  sources,  as  to 
see  this  press  tell  the  plain  truth  to  the  peopfe.  It  is  a 
part  of  the  daily  duty  for  which  this  press  is  paid,  to 
misrepresent  and  traduce  every  member  of  Congress 
who  opposes  the  encroachments  of  executive  power. 
Such  a  press  undertakes  not  only  to  judge  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  people's  representatives  here,  but  to  give 
evidence  to  the  people  against  them.  Such  a  witness, 
paid  such  a  sum  for  his  evidence,  would  not,  in  a  court 
of  justice,  in  a  contest  between  tw.o  citizens  for  one  dol- 
lar, receive  credit  from  any  honest  judge  or  juror.  It 
is  mainly  through  this  pensioned  engine  that  the  power 
of  (be  Federal  Government  is  brought  into  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  elections.  It  is  paid  out  of  the  people's 
money  to  uphold  and  advocate  every  candidate  for  office 
who  is  known  to  be  on  the  side  of  power,  and  to  defame 
and  vilify  every  one  who  is  on  the  side  of  the  country. 
Thousands  of  honest  people  have  been  deceived  by  this 
press,  not  knowing  it  was  paid  for  every  word-  that  it 
uttered;  amd,  under  this  deception,  they  have  cast  many 
faithful  patriots  from  their  service. 

The  important  clause  in  the  constitution  which  confers 
upon  the  President  the  right  to  appoint  public  officers, 
*'  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate," 
was  Bcrupulouriy  adhered  to  in  the  days  of  Washington! 
but  of  late  we  have  seen  persons  appointed  to  office 
upon  the  responsibility  of  the  Executive,  after  their  re- 
jection by  the  Senate.  We  have  seen  the  most  impor- 
tant offices  kept  vacant  for  years,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  public  interest,  becauie  the  persons  first  nominated 
were  not  confirmed.  We  have  seen  an  effort  made  to 
have  the  journal  of  the  Senate  destroyed,  which  recorded, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  present  generation,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  posterity,  a  signal  instance  of  executive  usurp- 
ation. Of  all  the  wounds  which  have  been  made  on  the 
guards  of  liberty,  none  is  more  alarming  than  that  which 
has  been  inflicted  on  the  Senate.  The  hue  and  cry  has 
been  raised  against  that  body,  and  rurg  alongall  the  lines 
of  patronage,  because  it  made  a  stand  against  the  eo- 
croachmenti  which  were  demolishing  its  constitutional 
rights.  We  have  seen  executive  power  exerted  with 
lamentable  success  in  changing  this  constitutional  check 
into  an  eflTectlve  auxiliary. 

The  {gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bxu]  remarked 
that  none  of  our  early  writers  on  the  dangers  of  execu- 
tive power  foresaw  that  the  Post  Office  Department 
would  become  the  most  extensive  and  dangerous  means 
of  patronage;  neither  did  they  anticipate  that  the  public 
money  would  be  used  to  subsidize  the  press,  which  ex- 
ercises more  influence  on  public  opinion  than  even  ihe 
Post  Office  with  its  thirty  thousand  dependants  and 
agents  scattered  throughout  the  United  States;  but  both 
taken  tof^ther  make  the  most  formidable  and  danger- 
ous political  engine  that  exists  in  the  world. 


From  this  rapid  sketch  of  the  present  outline  of  ex- 
ecutive power,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  but  one  man  in 
the  republic.  Every  other  office,  every  other  interest, 
is  lost  in  the  shoreless  ocean  of  bis  power.  Every  offi« 
cer,  State  or  national,  from  the  highest  down  to  the 
lowest,  is  elected  in  reference  to  his  opposition  or  adhe- 
rence to  the  President  or  the  candidate  for  the  presi^ 
dency.  This  is  not  wonderful,  because  the  President 
does,  in  fact,  hold  in  his  hand  the  executive  and  legis- 
lative power  of  the  country.  The  expanded  dimensions 
of  executive  power  leave  no  room  for  liberty  to  breathe 
in.  The  office  is  too  high,  too  attractive,  for  human 
weakness.  The  temptation  to  arrive  at  it  is  too  great 
for  human  virtue.  In  the  contests  for  this  office,  the 
country  will  be  sacrificed,  and  liberty  overthrown.  Be- 
hold the  formidable  array  of  power  that  is  now  brought 
to  bear  on  the  presidential  election:  the  whole  patronage 
of  the  Federal  Government;  the  forty  thousand  public 
officers;  the  machinery  of-the  Post  Office  Departmenti 
a  pensioned  press;  the  numerous  army  among  whom  the 
public  money  is  loaned  out! 

Every  aged  man  can  remember  when  the  exeeuUve 
power  was  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  constitution, 
that  the  presidential  elections  were  quiet,  orderly,  and 
fair;  but  now  the  whole  country  is  convulsed  in  tbe 
scramble  which  is  to  divide  the  offices  and  money  among 
those  who  succeed  in  placing  their  chief  in  posseuion  of 
more  power  than  is  exercised  by  any  of  the  modern 
Kings  in  the  south  of  Europe.  If  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
,  pie  were  made  of  adamant,  they  would  in  time  be  worn 
away  by  the  perpetual  stream  of  corniption,  in  which 
unchastened  ambition  will  ever  attempt  to  swim  to  this 
highest  prize  of  distinction— the  presidential  office. 
The  experience  of  all  other  free  nations  has  proven  that 
elections  are  the  point  in  the  fortress  of  liberty  where 
usurpation  and  corruption  make  their  firat  attack.  The 
arts  of  political  aspirants,  who  were  willing  to  sell  their 
souls  and  betray  their  country  to  satiate  unholy  ambition, 
hove  caused  elections  every  where  to  result  in  corrup- 
tion. 

I  will  bring  forward  a  few  illustrations  from  Roman 
history.  In  the  pure  days  of  the  republic,  the  Roman 
magistrates  were  fairly  elected  by  the  qualified  voters: 
men  of  the  highest  talents;  the  most  approved  experi- 
ence and  sterling  integrity,  were  called  into  the  public 
service.  Such  public  servants  conducted  Rome  to  the 
highest  elevation  of  power  and  glory  that  has  ever  been 
reached  by  any  nation.  But  at  last  the  destroyer  came, 
and  breathed  the  breath  of  corruption  on  elections.  I 
will  read  some  passages  from  Adams's  Romsn  Antiaui* 
ties.  Under  the  heiu]  of  candidates  fur  office,  the  his* 
torian  says: 

**  On  tbe  market-days  they  (the  candidates)  came  into 
the  assembly  of  the  people  and  took  their  station  on  ri- 
sing ground,  whence  they  might  be  seen  by  all.  *  * 
When  (hey  went  down  to  the  Campus  Martius  at  cer- 
tain times,  they  were  attended  by  their  friends  ai\d  de- 
pendants. ♦  ♦  They  had  persons  likewise  to  divide 
money  smong  the  people.  ♦  *  *  There  were  also 
persons  to  bargain  with  the  people  for  their  votes,  * 
*  and  others  in  whose  hands  the  money  promised  was 
deposited.  Caesar  pillaged  the  wealth  of  the  provinces 
to  spend  it  among  the  citizens  of  Rome,  and  gave  his 
rapine  an  uir  of  generosity." 

Could  an  actual  description  convey  a  more  distinct 
idea  of  what  is  passing  here  before  our  eyes  than  is  to 
be  found  in  the  above  extracts  Trom  Roman  history? 

I  will  read  a  passage  from  Gibbon,  to  illustrate  the 
progress  of  corruption  in  Roman  elections: 

*'The  prxtorian  bands  maintained  that  the  mixed 
multitude  that  thronged  the  streets  of  Rome  were  not 
the  real  people;  that  they  were  alike  destitute  of  spirit 
and  properly. 
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«Thmt  the  defenders  of  the  States,  trained  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  arms  and  virtue,  were  the  genuine  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  best  entitled  to  elect  the  inilitar3r 
chief  of  the  republic." 

And  after  they  had  murdered  the  Emperor  Pertinaz, 
•<  they  ran  out  upon  the  ramparts,  and  with  a  load  voice 
proclaimed  that  the  Roman  world  was  to  be  disposed  of 
to  the  best  bidder,  at  public  auction." 

The  candidates  for  the  imperial  power  at  the  foot  of 
the  ramparts  carried  on  the  contest. 

«  Sulpicianus  promised  a  donative  of  five  thousand 
drachms  (above  jS160)  to  each  soldier.  Didius  Julianus, 
eager  for  the  prize,  rose  at  once  to  the  sum  of  six  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  fiAy  drachms,  or  upwards  of  £200. 
The  gates  of  the  camp  were  instantly  thrown  open  to 
the  purchaser,  and  he  was  declared  Emperor.  They 
placed  their  new  sovereign,  whom  they  served  and  des- 
pised, in  the  centre  of  their  ranks,  surrounded  him  on 
every  side  with  their  shields,  and  conducted  him  in  close 
order  of  battle  to  the  Senate  house,  which,  after  he  had 
filled  with  armed  soldiers,  the  new  Enperor  expatiated 
on  the  freedom  of  his  election." 

Such  is  the  result  of  Roman  elections.  Such  the  man- 
ner in  which  executive  patronage  was  brought  into  con- 
flict with  the  freedom  of  elections  in  the  most  renowned 
nation  of  antiquity.  In  our  own  country  we  have  seen 
the  office-holders  attempting  to  dispose  of  the  president 
cy,  who  have  no  better  claims  to  speak  m  the  name  of 
the  people  than  had  the  Roman  cohorts.  In  place  of 
bidding  £200  to  each  voter,  we  have  seen  the  revenues 
and  offices  of  the  countrv  bid  for  the  presidential  office, 
to  be  divided  out  as  4awful  spoil  among  those  whowould 
bring  the  greatest  number  of  votes  to  the  polls.  Our 
elections  are  taking  the  direction  they  did  in  Rome,  and 
will  end  in  the  same  way  if  we  do  not  reduce  the  pow- 
er of  the  President,  and  thereby  take  away  the  tempta- 
tion to  betray  and  corrupt  the  country  to  get  the  office. 
No  matter  what  the  form  or  the  name  may  be,  the  very 
instant  that  any  Government  is  organized,  two  dhtinct 
interests  in  society  are  formed — the  interest  of  the  rulers, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  interest  of  the  people  on  the 
other.  It  is  the  interest  of  those  among  whom  the  hon- 
ors and  the  revenues  are  divided  to  form  combinations 
and  a  "  party,"  to  keep  in  their  hands  these  honors  and 
revenues,  and  to  Iransmit  them  to  their  relatives  and 
friends.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  to  have  a  cheap  and  a  pure  Government,  and 
that  it  should  be  administered  by  able  and  pure  men. 
It  is  the  interest  of  the  office-holders  to  have  an  extrava- 
gant Government,  because  they  reap  the  benefit  of  ex- 
travagance. And  it  is  the  interest  of  the  head  rulers,  in 
place  of  having  able,  honest  men  in  office,  to  have  such 
as  will  agree  to  be  «  mere  instruments." 

The  history  of  nations  is  nothing  but  a  narrative  of 
the  conflicts  between  these  two  separate  interests  of  ru- 
lers and  people.  On  the  one  side  there  is  union,  dis- 
cipline, art,  and  intrigue;  on  the  other,  honesty,  unsus- 
pecting, confiding  confidence.  The  result  every  where 
has  been  the  triumph  of  the  office-holders;  and,  in  the 
end,  in  all  other  nations,  they  have  made  themselves  the 
people's  masters,  and  become  a  separate  hereditary 
order. 

The  long-contested  question,  and  which  is  committed 
to  the  Americans  for  final  decision,  is,  whether  the 
people  can  maintain  their  free  Government  against  the 
perpetual  war  that  will  be  waged  upon  it  by  their  own 
officers?  I  call  upon  the  people  to  behold  the  formi- 
dable array  of  power  with  which  they  have  to  contend. 
Forty  thousand  public  officers — a  pensioned  press — thir- 
ty-five deposite  banks — a  subservient  Post  Office— the 
multitude  among  whom  the  public  money  is  loaned  out — 
all  combined  to  keep  the  people  out  of  their  money, 
and  to  control  the  Government,  constitute  a  force  more 


terrible  than  an  open  army  with  banners;  because  it  ad- 
vances secretly  through  byways,  through  the  vaults  of 
banks;  it  crawls  through  all  the  channels  of  corruptioni 
and  while  all  appears  fair  on  the  surface,  while  the 
people,  active  in  industry  and  enterprise,  are  moving 
rapidly  on  to  wealth  and  apparent  prosperity,  the  subtle 
poison  of  despotism  is  infecting  the  vitals  of  the  body 
politic. 

In  the  contemplation  of  our  public  affairs,  there  is  no 
aspect  of  them  to  be  more  regretted  than  the  selfish 
personal  character  which  the  struggles  for  the  presiden- 
tial office  have  communicated  to  party.  Our  early  par- 
ties were  formed  upon  a  diflTerence  of  principle,  each 
contending  for  the  country,  for  the  whole  country,  for 
the  security  of  liberty,  for  the  preservation  of  the  con- 
stitution. Ambition  was  then  a  noble  and  elevated 
principle,  which  identified  its  success  and  elevation  with 
the  success  and  elevation  of  the  republic.  The  party 
now  is  itot  distinguished  by  the  profession  or  the  prac- 
tice of  any  known  system  of  principles.  The  art  of  get- 
ting and  keeping  money  and  office,  and  transmitting 
them  to  friends,  is  the  principle  of  action.  No  matter 
what  are  the  principles  of  an  individual,  if  he  will  labor 
in  the  vocation  of  office-getting  and  money-getting,  he 
is  taken  into  full  fellowship  and  communion  with  the 
party.  Our  early  patriots  and  statesmen  rose  to  emi- 
nence by  the  possession  and  exercise  of  talents,  expe- 
rience, and  virtue— by  eminent  services  rendered  to  the 
country.  Now,  love  of  country  is  changed  to  devotion 
to  men:  man-wors!iip  is  found  to  be  a  more  ready  road 
to  success  than  demotion  to  the  country. 

The  only  avenue  now  open  to  honorable  distinction 
is  submission  to  power.  This  principle  of  party  action, 
upon  which  success  now  depends,  is  enforced  upon  the 
observance  of  all  the  members  of  the  party,  by  both  the 
precept  and  example  of  the  person  who  now  holds  the 
second  rank  in  the  Government,  and  is  aiming  at  the 
first.  He  prides  himself  upon,  and  in  the  spirit  of  ex- 
ultation, proclaims,tliat  **  To  have  served  under  such  a 
chief,  at  such  a  time,  and  to  have  won  his  confidence 
and  esteem,  is  a  sufficient  glory;  and  of  that,  thank 
God,  my  enemies  cannot  deprive  me." 

The  annals  of  the  nineteenth  century  do  not  furnish  an 
example,  in  the  despotisms  of  Asia,  of  such  an  instance 
of  the  worship  of  one  man  by  another.  And  this  flal» 
tery  was  successful  in  winning  for  him  the  presidency  i 
for,  if  that  individual  succeed,  no  one  will  doubt 
that  he  will  owe  his  success  to  the  favor  of  the  exalted 
personage  under  whom  it  was  a  sufficient  glory  to  serve. 
The  glory  is  not  in  having  served  his  country,  but  in 
having  served  under  a  chief.  The  glory  is  not  derived 
from  services  rendered  Rome,  but  from  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing served  under  Caesar.  Here  we  have,  in  bold  relief,  « 
the  principle  and  example  of  the  leader  of  the  party. 
All  aspirants  will  take  the  hint  from  this  example  of  suc- 
cess, and  must  make  their  way  to  office  and  money  by 
the  same  means.  Under  this  system  all  high  and  honor- 
able ambition  must  perish;  all  hope  of  rising  to  emi- 
nence,  by  the  possession  of  eminent  qualifications,  will 
expire;  and  servile  adulation  and  man-worship  will  be- 
come the  order  of  the  day.  Federal  oower,  as  it  now 
exists,  is  built  upon  this  compact;  all  subordinates  are  to 
sustain  it  in  all  of  its  courses,  right  or  wrong;  and,  in  re- 
turn, it  is  to  throw  the  aegis  of  its  protection  over  each 
member  of  the  party,  no  odds  what  may  be  his  official 
acts  of  omission  or  commission.  If  the  spirit  of  the  times 
will  tolerate  and  justify  such  an  example  in  a  candidate 
for  the  first  office,  it  will  of  course  be  followed  by  every 
one  who  expects  to  reach  the  throne  by  the  aid  of  gov- 
ernmental patronage. 

We  have  already  come  to  the  point  where  every  can- 
did man  will  admit  that  the  next  presidential  election,  so 
far  as  one  of  the  candidates  is  concerned,  depends  on  the 
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wish  of  the  present  Cfiief  Mvgistnte.  Did  any  Ameri- 
can expect  to  live  to  see  such  a  wonder?  Did  any  one 
imagine  that  an  American  President  would  so  soon  ac- 
quire ihe  power  to  appoint  his  successor?  Is  it  in  the 
constitution  of  nature  that  man  must  every  where  seek  a 
master,  and  crouch  to  power?  Must  the  right  of  suf- 
frage every  where  become  a  mere  shadow,  and  the  voter 
a  mere  machine?  Are  nations  every  where  destined  to 
become  estates  in  the  hands  of  rulers,  to  be  transferred 
by  hereditary  descent  as  property  from  father  to  son? 

The  powerful  phalanx  of  public  officers,  printers,  and 
money-borrowers,  enlisted  in  this  presidential  canvass, 
are  in  some  respects  in  the  same  condition  that  Bona- 
parte's army  was  previous  to  his  election  as  Emperor  of 
France.  Public  proclamation  was  then  made  that  every 
soldier  might  freely  vote  according  to  his  wisbi  but  at 
the  same  time  a  secret  order  was  issued  that  every  one 
who  did  not  vote  for  the  Emperor  should  be  shot.  Here 
it  is  said  the  public  officers  and  the  borrowers  of  the  pub- 
lic money  and  the  printers  are  free.  But  it  is  well  un- 
derstood that  every  one  who  does  not  vote  and  get 
others  to  vote  for  the  already  appointed  successor  shall, 
not  be  shot,  but,  if  an  officer,  be  cashiered  and  turned 
out;  and,  if  a  money -borrower,  must  pay  up.  Executive 
power  must  be  reduced.  The  confederacy  that  has  the 
public  money,  and  is  ikttening  upon  the  labor  of  the 
people,  must  be  compelled  to  disgorge  their  ill-gotten 
spoils.  My  observation  here  for  the  last  five  years  has 
convinced  roe  that  a  republican  Government  cannot  be 
preserved  unless  it  can  be  made  a  cheap  Government. 
JLiberly  and  frugality  have  never  been  and  never  will  be 
long  separated.  Extravag^ance  naturally  leads  to  cor- 
ruption, and  corruption  to  despotism. 

Sir,  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  which  I  have  offer- 
ed to  this  bill,  by  which  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
would  be  reduced  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  annually, 
would  be  attended  with  the  most  salutary  consequences. 
While  it  would  purify  the  Government,  and  reduce  the 
power  and  patronage  of  the  Executive,  it  would  rebuke 
the  public  officers  for  intermeddling  with  elections,  and 
bring  them  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  dependence  on  the 
people.  It  would  revive  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
States,  check  the  spirit  of  federal  usurpation,  and  cut  off 
the  temptation  that  men  are  now  under  of  selling  their 
freedom  of  thought  for  office  and  lar^e  sums  of  money. 
It  would  give  the  Government  a  direction  back  to  the  re- 
publican simplicity  of  the  days  of  Washington  and  Frank- 
lin. It  would  teach  power  to  tremble  in  its  strongholds, 
and  re-establish  the  ascendency  of  public  opinion. 

Being  solemnly  and  deeply  convinced  that  extensive 
abuses  exist  in  the  administration  of  the  Government— 
that  power  is  advancinc^  with  the  rapid  strides  of  usurpa- 
tion upon  the  free  institutions  of  our  country— that  the 
precious  heritage  of  our  freedom  is  in  dangerj  believing 
that  the  only  remedy  for  these  evils  is  to  be  found  in  the 
public  reason— I  have  appealed  to  that  reason,  and  call 
upon  my  countrymen  to  rally  in  defence  of  that  liberty 
which  they  hold  at  the  price  of  the  blood  of  their  fathers. 
When  Mr.  Allah  sat  down, 
Mr.  CARTEB,  of  Tennessee,  rose  and  said: 
That  it  was  not  originally  his  intention  to  have  said  a 
word  on  the  subject  of  the  bill  under  consideration. 
But  the  recent  course  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of  an- 
other bill  now  upon  the  table,  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  seve- 
ral States  of  the  confederacy,  according  to  tlieir  respect- 
ive population,  in  which  his  constituents,  and  the  coun- 
try (generally,  in  his  conception,  were  deeply  and  vitally 
interested,  warned  him  that  this  was  probably  the  only 
opportunity  that  would  be  aflTorded,  during  the  present 
session,  of  discussing  the  merits  of  that  proposition — 
which  he  proposed  to  do,  in  connexion  with  the  bill  be- 
fore the  committee. 
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Mr.  C.  said  he  should  be  recreant  to  his  duty,  and  un- 
faithful to  those  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  upon  this 
floor,  were  he  not  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  commit- 
tee whilst  he  offered  a  few  remarks  upon  these  interest- 
ing subjects — subjects  in  which  the  whole  country  felt 
such  an  abiding  and  lively  interest.  He  said  he  labored 
under  no  difficulty  in  determining  what  was  his  duty  to 
the  country,  and  the  course  he  ought  and  should  pursue 
in  relation  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  and  in  re« 
lation  to  the  appropristions  generally  desifrned  really 
for  the  permanent  defences  of  the  nation.  It  required 
no  argument  to  convince  his  mind  that  judiciously  Iocs* 
ted  fortifications  were  necessary  for  the  safety  and  wel- 
fare of  the  country,  and  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  make  ample  and  liberal  appropriations 
for  their  accomplishment,  not  only  in  the  erection  of 
them,  but  in  arming  them,  and  making  all  necessary 
equipments  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  occur. 
He  said  he  would  go  as  far  as  he  that  went  farthest  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  upon  proper  and 
useful  fortifications,  wherever  the  hiterest  and  safety  of 
the  country  required  their  erection,  or  demanded  this 
sort  of  defences.  No  man  would  more  readily  and 
cheerfully  vote  ample  and  sufficient  appropriations  than 
himself.  But,  said  Mr.  C,  the  defences  contemplated 
by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  under  discussion,  and  other 
schemes  of  the  same  character  now  before  Congress, 
were  not,  in  his  judgment,  the  kind  that  seemed  to 
guaranty  to  the  country  the  most  efficient  and  formida- 
ble defence,  nor  were  they  the  most  useful  or  economical. 
He  said  he  bad  no  doubt  it  was  right  and  proper  that 
fortifications  should  be  established  at  the  principal  sea- 
ports, for  their  protection  against  the  sssaults  of  an  ene- 
my, and  for  the  protection  of  commerce— at  the  naval 
depots  and  the  navy  yards,  for  the  security  of  public 
property.  But  the  idea  of  fortifying  the  whole  maritime 
frontier,  from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  a  distance  of  between 
three  and  four  thousand  miles,  by  an  almost  unbroken 
chain  of  forts  and  fortifications,  each  of  which  must  cost 
several  millions  of  dollars,  was  preposterous  and  absurd. 
He  said  to  do  this  was  impracticable,  and  to  attempt  it 
would  be  impolitic,  unwise;  and,  if  commenced  and  pros- 
ecuted to  any  considerable  extent,  would  produce  the 
most  disastrous  consequences  to  the  country.  It  would, 
in  the  first  place,  very  uselessly  involve  the  Government 
in  an  enormous  public  debt,  and,  what  would  be  worse 
than  all,  it  would  rivet  upon  the  country,  in  time  of 
peace,  a  large  standing  army,  alone  for  the  aafe  keeping 
and  preservation  of  these  forts  and  the  necessary  attach- 
ed ordnance,  to  be  supported  and  sustained  b^  a  very 
heavy  charge  to  the  community,  and  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  all  the  better  in- 
terests of  the  country.  He  said,  let  gentlemen  involve 
the  Government  in  these  wild  and  visionary  schemes  of 
public  defences,  proposed  by  the  dominant  party  in  this 
House,  through  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
[R.  M.  JoBBSoir,]  an  aspirant  to  office,  connected  with 
the  profligate  and  rediculous  propositions  upon  the  same 
subject  in  the  Senate,  and  you  will  present  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  a  system  of  military  establishments  of  the 
most  alarming  and  dangerous  character,  and  such  as  will 
justly  draw  down  upon  the  authors  of  the  policy  the  in- 
dignation and  rebuke  of  the  good  people  of  this  country, 
whose  liberties  will  be  endangered  by  it,  and  who  must 
be  taxed  beyond  all  endurance  for  its  support. 

He  said  he  had,  with  great  mortification,  seen  encroach- 
ment  after  encroachment  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  by  the  aid  and  influence  of  party,  but  he 
had  not  expected  to  see  the  day  arrive,  when  those  who 
claimed  to  be  exclusively  the  republicans  of  the  day 
adopt  a  favorite  principle  of  John  Adams  the  elder,  the 
father  of  the  federal  party,  by  an  attempt  to  change  the 
form  of  our  Government,  to  sap  the  very  foundation  of 
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iberty,  by  riveting  upon  the  nation  a  Urge   standing 
army  in  time  oF  profound  peace,  with  all  its  dangerous 
and  demoralizing  influences.     The  American  people, 
sir,  will  revolt  at  the  very  idea;  they  will  not,  they  can- 
not, submit  to  it;  they  connot  be  thus  imposed  on  by  par- 
ly influences  and  party  consideration!;  there  is  too  much 
good  sense  and  spirit  in  the  country  to  be  thus  tricked 
and  defrauded,  even  under  the  pretext  of  <*  public  defen- 
ces,** as  the  party  choose  to  term  them,  and  behind 
which  name  they  seek  refuge  when  assailed  for  an  at- 
tempt to  waste  and  squander  the  public  money.    Sir, 
when  this  profligate  measure  just  referred  to  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate,  (by  Mr.  Bkhtov,  the  leader  of  the 
Van  Buren  party  in  that  body,)  proposing  to  appropri- 
ate the  whole  surplus,  which  would,  in  that  case,  haye 
amounted  to  at  ka«t  fifty -five  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars, 
it  was  represented  by  the  friends  of  Mr.   Van  Buren  as 
an  administration  measure,  one  approved  by  General 
Jackson  himself,  and  heavy  denunciations  were  about  to 
be  pronounced  on  all  who  would  dare  to  stand  in  oppo- 
•ition  to  its  adoption,  as  enemies  to  the  present  admin- 
istration and  to  the  country.     But,  sir,  when  the  light 
appeared,  when  the  true  developments  were  made  of  the 
opinions  of  the  War  Department,  endorsed  by  the  Presi- 
dent himself,  the  delusion  vanished,  and  those  who, 
from  a  consciousness  of  duty,  principle,  and  the  good  of 
the  country,  were  bound  to  oppose  this  wanton  waste, 
were  saved  from  the  denunciation  of  the  party,  as  ene- 
mies to  the  administration  and  the  country.     Sir,  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War  both,  in  their  communi- 
cations to  this  House,  disapproved  of  this  visionary  and 
wild  scheme;  therefore  we  are  to  consider  it  the  policy 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  not  that  of  General  Jackson, 
because  the  latter  disavowed  it.    It  was  introduced  by 
the  immediate  friends  of  the  Vice  President,  (Mr.  Van 
Buren,)  and  was  receiving  the  support  and  approbation 
of  the  whole  party,  until  General  Jackson  signified  his 
disapprobation. 

Whilst  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  (said  Mr.  C.,) 
be  hoped  he  would  not  be  considered  as  trespassing 
too  far  upon  the  time  of  the  committee,  by  referring 
»ore  specifically  to  the  fortifications  and  defences  of  the 
country.  It  is  proposed,  sir,  for  the  protection  and  the 
defence  of  the  seaboard  frontier,  in  extent  between 
three  and  four  thousand  miles,  the  erection  and  arma- 
ment of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  forts.  These  works 
bave  already  coat  the  Government  large  sums,  and, 
when  completed,  will  have  C(tst  about  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  according  to  the  estimates.  Four  of  them  have 
been  completed,  and  found  to  have  cost  four  millions 
And  seventy-three  thousand  dollars.  One  hundred  and 
ten  of  the  others  are  now  under  construction,  and  have 
already  cost  four  millions  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  Secretary  of  War  says,  in  his  report, 
that  it  will  require  fourteen  millions  three  hundred  and, 
perhaps,  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  more  to  finish 
them;  making,  in  all,  about  nineteen  millions  of  dollars 
that  have  been  expended,  and  yet  required,  for  the 
completion  of  the  last-mentioned  fonifications;  and 
atill  there  remained  one  hundred  and  eleven  forts,  and, 
be  believed,  fifty  or  fifty-three  steam  batteries,  yet  to  be 
commenced,  the  cost  of  which,  by  the  estimate  of  the 
same  Department,  is  to  be  about  seventeen  millions 
more,  making  a  total  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  part 
finished,  as  before  stated,  another  part  under  way,  and 
the  balance  yet  to  be  commenced.  And,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, all  past  experience  on  the  subject  of  estimates  for 
public  works,  made  by  any  of  the  Departments,  shows 
those  estimates  to  be  yery  far  short  of  the  real  costs  of 
public  works,  and  that  they  are  not  to  be  relied  on. 
And,  sir,  you  must  invariably,  upon  an  extensive  work, 
double  the  estinuite,  to  cover  costs.  Thus,  instead  of 
these  forts  and  steam  batteries  being  built  with  forty 


millions  of  dollars,  as  per  estimates,  when  finisbed,'they 
will  more  likely  be  found  to  have  cost  eighty  or  a  hun- 
dred millions,  in  addition  to  the  sums  already  expended. 
Again,  sir,  when  you  shall  have  gone  thus  far,  you 
are  not  done  with  the  expenses  attendant  upon  these 
works.  The  Secretary  requires  thirty  millions  more,  to 
arm  them  with  guns  and  put  them  in  a  state  of  defence. 
And  then  comes  another  great  calamity;  they  must  be 
furnished  with  soldiers,  to  garrison  and  preserve  them 
from  damage,  at  the  cost  of  two  or  three  millions  of 
dollars  more  per  annum.  And,  in  time  of  war,  to 
garrison  these  fortifications  properly  for  defence,  the 
same  Department  tells  you  will  cost  thirty  millions  of 
dollars  each  year.  And  still,  sir,  our  Military  Committee 
now  proposes,  and  urges  vehemently,  that  nineteen  new 
and  heretofore  unthought^tf  forts  should  be  added  to 
the  list,  that  will  be  an  additional  cost  of  a  hundred 
millions  of  dolUrs;  and  then  another  addition  to  the 
standing  army.  Sir,  I  should  think  this  was  an  unfor- 
tunate  recommendation  of  the  candidate  for  the  vice 
presidency — to  show  so  much  anxiety  to  expend  two  or 
three  hundred  millions,  in  one  string  of  country,  in 
addition  to  the  four  hundred  and  twenty  millions  col- 
lected by  the  Government  of  the  people,  and  poured 
out  lavishly  in  the  same  favored  region  since  the  year 
1815,  a  space  of  twenty  years,  almost  entirely  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  South  and  Southwest. 

Where  is  our  wonted  confidence  in  the  militia  of  our 
country?  Why  can  we  not  now  trust  citisens  to  be 
soldiera?  Why  can  we  not  rely  upon  that  spirit,  and 
upon  those  citizens,  which  sustained  our  fathers  in  their 
revolutionary  struggle  and  secured  our  independence? 
What  then  constituted  the  strength  of  our  coontry? 

Was  it, 

*'  High-raised  battlement;  or  labored  Dionnd, 
ThicK  wall  or  moated  gatcl" 

Was  it, 

*'  City  proud,  with  spires  and  tarrets  crown'd; 

Bays,  and  broad-arm'd  porta, 

Wherci  laughing  at  the  BtormB,  rich  naTies  rode?" 

Was  it, 

'*  Starred  and  spangled  court, 

Where  low-brow'd  baseness  wafts  perfume  to  piideT' 

No,  sir!  no! 

*' But  men,  high-minded  men, 
Men  who  their  daiies  knew, 
Who  knew  their  rights,  and,  knowing,  dare  maintain." 

These  at  that  day  constituted  the  State,  its  shield,  its 
strength,  its  soul;  but  are  now  to  be  set  aside,  and  *<  high- 
raised  battlements  and  labored  m^^unds,"  filled  with 
standing  armies,  are  to  be  substituted  instead. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  policy  cannot  stand,  it  cannot  en- 
dure the  light  of  investigation,  nor  will  it  bear  the  test 
of  the  scrutiny  of  the  American  people.  They,  sir,  when 
proper  lights  and  correct  information  are  afforded  them, 
will  decide  all  matters  submitted  to  them  correctly;  con* 
demning  nothing  "that  is  right,  and  submitting  to  noth- 
ing that  is  wrong."  Sir,  I  would  to  Heaven  this  much 
could,  in  justice,  be  said  of  our  public  functionaries 
generally.  They  get  into  power,  and  into  the  enjoyment 
of  the  spoils  of  office,  and  seem  to  forget  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  and  act  as  if  the  Government  was  created 
alone  for  their  special  benefit,  having  apparently  no  idea 
that  it  was  designed  for  the  protection  and  promotion  of 
the  happiness  of  the  great  American  family.  But,  sir, 
it  seems  to  be  a  melancholy  fact,  and  he  was  sorry  to  be 
constrained  to  admit  it,  that  the  political  horizon  appear- 
ed to  grow  darker  and  darker  as  our  republic  advanced 
in  age;  that  disinterested  love  of  country  which  charac- 
terized our  fathers  of  the  Revolution  had  taken  leave 
of  the  bosoms  of  many  of  our  public  men»  and  lelfishnesa 
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and  corruption,  and  all  the  hetnoas  derioes  of  party,  in 
their  most  hideous  shapes  and  worst  forms,  had  sup- 
planted patriotism  and  public  virtue.  He  regretted  that 
he  felt  authorized  to  make  these  declarations,  but  he 
feared  there  was  too  much  truth  in  them  for  the  safety 
of  the  country;  this  is  more  or  less  verified  and  manifest- 
ed by  every  djy's  movements  of  the  ruling  party  power 
in  this  Congress.  Party  movements,  for  the  advancement 
of  party  interests  and  party  aggrandisement,  are  notori- 
ously and  obviously  the  order  of  the  day;  and  without 
entire  obedience  and  submission  to  prescribed  rules  of 
sction,  proscription  and  dismissal  from  all  participation 
in  the  anticipated  spoils,  is  the  threatened  consequence. 
Sir,  the  good  of  the  country  is,  iiow*a*days,  not  even  a 
secondary  consideration.  He  said  these  were  signs  por- 
tending danger,  and  if  the  American  people  heed  them, 
they  will  spurn  the  pretensions  of  any  party  who  seek 
their  confidence,  that  thus  wantonly  and  selfishly  invades 
their  liberties. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  proposed,  by  the  year  1850,  to  have 
our  naval  defences  (which  are  by  far  the  best  defence) 
to  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  ships  of  war; 
which  is  estimated  at  an  annual  expense  of  seven  millions 
of  dollars,  and  by  the  appointed  time  will  amount  to  one 
hundred  and  five  millions.  It  is  not  ^designed,  sir,  to  put 
all  these  vessels  into  immediate  service,  but  to  procure 
the  building  materials,  to  fit  and  prepare  them  in  such 
manner,  that  upon  an  emergency  our  naval  strength  can 
be  increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  new  ships  of  war. 
Then,  by  the  esthnates,  it  will  require  about  three  mil- 
lions more  to  arm  them  for  service.     This  Congress  has 
already  passed  a  bill  appropriating  six  millions  of  dolkrs 
for  this  service,  which,  added  to  the  annual  appropria- 
tion of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  approaches  very 
near  the  Secretary's  requirement  of  seven  millions  for 
the  increase  of  the  navy.    These  estimates,  he  said,  he 
made  more  particularly  for  his  constituents,  to  give  them 
some  idea  of  the  costs  of  the  public  defences,  which  are 
now  sufficiently  costly,  but  are  attempted  by  the  party 
dominant  in  this  Congress  to  be  swelled  ten  or  twenty 
fold,  for  no  other  purpose  but  that  of  exhausting  the 
Treasury  of  its  surplus,  to  prevent  a  distribution  of  it 
among  the  States.  What,  said  Mr.  C,  can  be  more  plain 
that  the  party  will  waste  this  large  surplus  upon  objects 
worse  than  useless,  than  a  recurrence  to  their  various 
and  almost  innumerable  schemes  and  projects  of  appro- 
priation? and  when  they  tell  you,  in  so  many  words, 
they  would  prefer  that  the  money  should  be  sunk  in  the 
Potomac,  than  distributed  among  the  States — among  the 
people  to  whom  it  belongs?    Nay,  when  this  House  is 
told   by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Cavbrslxvo,]  that  he  would 
rather  see  the  nation  involved  in  war,  than  that  distribu- 
tion should  be  made  of  this  surplus.  Sir,  this  is  alarming: 
when  American  life  and  blood  are  placed  in  the  scales 
to  weigh  against  money,  and  when  all  the  calamities  of 
disastrous  war,  drenching  the  earth  with  the  best  blood 
of  our  citizens,  are  preferable  to  the  parting  with  money, 
he  must  say  such  sentiments  were  not  indicative  of  the 
sympathy,  brotherly  love,  and  patriotism,  that  should 
characterize    every   American   citizen  and  statesman. 
Whenever  the  lives  of  our  countrymen  have  a  price  fixed 
upon  them  in  money,  and  that  too  in  the  national  coun- 
cils, and  by  the  legal  guardians  of  our  lives,  liberty,  and 
property,  it  at  once  shows  that  avarice  and  her  long  train 
of  wicked  associates  have  become  conquerors  of  the 
better  virtues;  and  nothing  but  evil  can  come  of  it.   Sir, 
it  is  also  said  that  distribution  will  corrupt  the  people; 
to  which  he  would  remark,  that  if  corruption  is  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  upon  the  possession  of  the  surplus, 
does  the  party  feel  disposed  to  make  a  monopoly  of  all 
the  corruption?    He  said  he  would  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee, taking  for  a  moment  the  premises  as  correct  and 


tenable,  whether  thus  corrupting  the  fountain  of  power, 
the  sources  of  a  healthy  action  to  the  body  politic,  roust 
not  in  the  end  prove  fatal  to  the  whole?  But,  be  said, 
he  dented  the  premises,  and  must  say  the  safety  of  the 
country  alone  depended  upon  the  people;  they  have  the 
integrity,  and  the  only  antidote  to  this  malignant  distem* 
per,  and  they  only  can  be  relied  on  for  a  perfect  cure. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  was  astonished  to  hear  such  sentiments 
proclaimed  upon  this  floor  or  elsewhere,  that  the  people 
could  not  be  trusted  with  their  own  money,  for  fear 
they  would  be  corrupted.  Sir,  if  this  position  be  true, 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  must,  by  this  time,  be 
awfully  corrupt,  for  they  have  received  the  benefit  of 
almost  all  the  disbursements  made  by  the  Government 
from  its  commencement  up  to  the  present  time.  And  if 
corruption  be  the  consequence  of  distribution  of  the 
public  money,  those  States  inevitably  are  now  past  re« 
covery  and  quite  prepared  for  dissolution.  No  rule  is  a 
good  one  unless  it  will  work  both  ways.  These  States 
have  had  almost  all  the  money  expended  among  them- 
selves, and  can  readily  judge  of  its  corrupting  influences; 
and  if  they  consider  themselves  to  be  untainted,  and  un- 
corrupted,  they  should  not  be  so  fearful  now  of  injury 
to  the  Western  States,  by  a  process  that  has  proved 
harmless  to  them.  But  if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  pub- 
lic money  that  it  has  been  their  fate  to  enjoy  has  had  that 
effect  upon  them,  why,  they  are  well  prepared  to  deliver 
moral  lectures.  But,  sir,  these  are  insults;  they  are  slan- 
ders upon  the  integrity  and  patriotism  of  the  American 
people.  And  I  am  the  more  surprised  to  hear  them 
made  by  a  party  now  seeking  power,  and  asking  these 
people,  whom  they  say  are  so  corruptible,  to  elevate 
them  to  the  high  places  of  the  Government,  to  feed 
upon  the  identical  money  they  say  will  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple if  divided  amongst  them.  Mr.  C  said  he  repudiated 
the  charge  of  corruption,  when  made  against  the  people^ 
they  are  honest,  and  can  have  no  motive  to  be  otherwise. 
But,  sir,  when  the  charge  is  made  against  those  who 
subsist  alone  upon  the  patronage  of  the  Government  and 
party  spoils,  who  are  dally  in  the  use  nf  intrigues  for 
purposes  of  self-aggrandizement  and  party  promotion^ 
he  admitted  the  charge  more  readily  applied. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  again  repeat,  that  he  would  wil- 
lingly and  freely  vote  the  most  liberal  appropriations  for 
every  constitutional  and  proper  object  connected  with 
the  defences  of  the  country;  but  schemes  that  have  only 
for  their  object  the  exhaustion  of  the  public  Treasury, 
by  the  most  profligate  and  wasteful  expenditures,  upon 
works  that  can  effect  no  good,  but  great  injury,  and  for 
the  express  purpose  of  preventing  a  distribution  among 
the  States  for  laudable  and  highly  necessary  improve- 
ments and  purposes  of  education,  within  their  respect- 
ive limits,  by  the  State  authorities,  are  just  such  pro- 
jects as  cannot  but  meet  with  his  entire  disapprobation. 
The  proper  defences  were  not  locsl,  stationary,  and  im- 
moveably  fixed  fortifications,  created  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense, and  only  capable  of  defending  so  much  of  the 
surroundng  country  as  may  fall  under  the  cover  of  their 
guns,  except  at  such  places  as  before  mentioned,  and 
such  other  points  as  would  command  important  avenues 
of  communication,  and  insure  security  to  an  extended 
surrounding  country.  The  occupation  of  places  coming 
within  this  general  principle,  are  the  only  places  that 
should  be  guarded  by  this  sort  of  defences.  At  such 
points  the  Government  have  already  completed  or  have 
under  construction  this  description  of  fortifications,  and 
only  require  some  additional  appropriations  adequate  to 
their  completion  in  the  entire.  But,  sir,  pursue  the  dic- 
tation of  the  Van  Buren  party,  and  the  consequence  will 
be  not  only  an  exhaustion  of  the  large  surplus  now  on 
hand,  but  the  creation  of  future  liabilities  of  three  or 
four  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  collected  in  some 
shape  or  othfcr  of  the  people,  either  by  increased  duties 
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of  the  tmriff,  or  by  a  direct  taxation  upon  them^  and  then 
no  additional  aecurity  to  the  country  will  have  been  ef- 
fected.    8ir»  the  true  defence  of  the  nation  is  in  the  bo- 
soma  of  the  brave  and  chivalrous  yeomanry — appeal  to 
their  patriotism,  and  you  are  never  deceived  in  redress 
of  national  insults  and  grievances — not  in  your  forts  and 
stationary  fortifications.     The  leader  of  the  same  party 
in  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Bxhtoh,]  as  remarked  before,  pro- 
posed to  apply  the  whole  surplus  to  the  erection  of  this 
sort  of  defences;  he  asked,  when  could  the  Government, 
employing  the  whole  operative  and  mechanical  resources 
of  the  country  in  an  economical  and  prudential  manner, 
expend  this  amount?    Could  it  be  done  in  len  than  ten 
or  fifteen  years?     If  not,  why  appropriate  it  all  now? 
If  the  system  is  obliged  to  be  carried  out,  why  not  be 
contented  with  appropriations  commensurate  with  the 
power  or  ability  of  the  Government  economically  to  ex- 
pend?   Sir,  no  good  rea%)n  could  be  seen  by  him  for 
the  adoption  of  such  a  policy.     But,  sir,  go  into  it,  and 
make  these  highly  extravagant  appropriations,  and  the 
consequence  will  as  certainly  be,  as  that  you  do  it,  that 
bankruptcy  and  defalcations  will  happen  with  nineteen 
twentieths  of  your  public  officers  charged  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  sum,  and  to  whom  you  are  obliged  to 
confide  this  trust.     Every  day's  experience  proves  to  us 
all  that  a  superabundance  of  money  at  the  command  of 
any  of  us  naturally  begets  waste,  and  useless  and  perni- 
cious extravagance;  and  the  ssme  rule  that  rightfully  ap- 
plies to  us  as  individuals,  will  apply  with  increased  force 
to  our  public  officers  generally  intrusted  with  the  pub- 
lic funds.     The  accounts  of  the  numerous  defaulters  in 
your  several  departments  verifies  this  melancholy  truth. 
These  woful  manifestations  of  extravagance,  by  the 
dominant  party,  proved  satisfactorily  to  his  mind  that 
there  was  much  more  in  contemplation  than  that  of 
"public  defences;"  that  this  patriotic  name  was  assumed 
fur  effect,  as  was  lately  done  by  the  present  aspirants  to 
office,  in  the  conversion  of  ** caucus"  for  that  of  "na- 
tional convention,"  for  the  purpose  of  gulling  the  people; 
knowing  well  that  the  term  "  caucus"  was  a  most  odious 
name  to  the  Americans.     But,  sir,  when  you  come  to  an- 
alyze the  late  unauthorized    Baltimore  convention,  at 
which  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  nominated  for  the  presidency, 
you  will  find  the  name  waa  alone  changed;  and  that  it 
,  was  really  a  caucus,  composed  of  individuals  chosen  by 
a  few  irresponsible  office-holders,  the  great  body  of  the 
people  not  having  been  consulted  upon  the  subject. 
The  consequence  of  this  caucus  system,  if  permitted  by 
the  people  now  to  be  riveted  upon  them,  is,  that  they 
have  for  the  last  time  exercised  the  free  prerogative  of 
choosing  their  public  officers;  they  will  be  selected  for  and 
placed  over  them,  without  having  their  choice  or  wiabea 
consulted;  and  thus  will  end  the  important  privilege  now 
ienjoyed  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people;  the  many  will 
be  ruled  by  the  few  interested  office-holders  as  with 
•<  rods  of  iron."    The  interests  of  the  party  may  require 
the  adoption  of  this  unusual  and  most  hateful  waste  of 
the  public  money,  to  give  them  the  command  of  larger 
sums,  nominally  by  sanction  of  law,  to  be  used  for  elec- 
tioneering purposes,  but  the  better  interests  of  the  coun- 
try forbid  it.      Mr.  C.  said,  such  juggling  and  political 
hypocrisy,  mtended  to  mislead  the  public  mind,  should 
be  met  with  the  abhorrence  and  contempt  which  all  such 
conduct  deserved  at  the  hands  of  an  honest  representa- 
tive of  an  independent  and  free  people.     He  said  he 
would  like  to  see  the  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to 
the  distribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  States,  for  internal  improvement 
and  education,  come  out  fairly  and  boldly,  and  oppose  it 
upon  principle;  show  the  demerits  of  the  policy,  and  not 
shelter  themselves  behind  "  the  public  defences,"  ex- 
pecting to  gull  and  deceive  the  people  by  exciting  their 
patriotism  under  false  pretences.    Sir,  the  defence  re- 


quired by  this  country  consists  in  an  efficient  uavy,  that 
ndes  the  waves  and  guards  our  commerce  abroiid  in 
peace,  and  in  war  prevents  invasion  from  abroad,  and 
can  hover  around  our  coast,  and  protect  the  land  from 
any  fleets  which  could  be  sent  across  the  ocean.  These 
naval  defences  are  important  and  indispensable,  and  will 
be  always  useful  in  peace  or  war;  and  are  such  as  the 
people  will  approve. 

Mr.  C.  said,  the  bill  which  proposes  to  divide  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  SUtes  according  to 
population,  and  which  bill  these  extravagant  appropria- 
tions for  fortificationa  were  designed  to  defeat,  was  a 
measure  of  more  importance  generally,  and  particularly 
to  the  Western  States,  where  the  people  had  always 
paid  heavy  taxes  and  never  had  received  a  dollar  in  re- 
turn, than  any  meaaure  now  pending,  or  which  has  been 
for  many  years,  and  which  he  bad  hoped  would  have  re- 
ceived the  aanction  of  Congress  thia  session.    But  the 
party  movements  of  late  were  such  as  to  induce  him  to 
believe  they  intended  to  give  it  the  go-by,  and  not  con- 
sider it  the  present  sesaiom  the  efiect  of  which  will  be 
to  continue  the  party  and  their  political  friends  in  the    . 
exclusive  use  of  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  the  people's 
money.    He  said  he  was  aware  thst  this  subject  of  dis- 
tribution had  occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  both  Houses  heretofore. 
But  the  friends  of  the  policy  had  not  aucceeded  in  pro- 
curing  for  the  country  the  immense  advanUges  thai 
would  result  to  the  States  by  iu  passage.    Yet,  when 
backed  by  the  sovereign  people,  they  should  not  be  dis- 
couraged in  ao  good  a  work,  but  persevere  by  redoubled 
exertions  in  the  ettablishment  of  a  policy  so  just  and 
equiUble  in  iU  character,  that  it  must  prevail;  the4)eo- 
ple  require  it,  and  their  will  must  be  respected  and 
obeyed.     He  said  the  people,  under  the  fundamental 
principles  of  this  Government,  are  entitled  to  equal  ben- 
efita  and  advantages  from  its  administration;  but  in  all 
times  past  these  benefits  and  advantagea  have  been  ex- 
tremely partial  and  unequal.   Whilst  the  public  treasures 
have  been  poured  forth  in  profuse  extravagance  in  many 
of  the  SUtes  for  all  purposes  whatever,  there  are  some 
others  that  have  not  aa  yet  received  a  cent  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  and  such  in  particular  was  the  treat- 
ment  of  that  portion  of  the  country  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent;  but  he  hoped  the  time  bad  now  ar- 
rived when  justice  (and  he  asked  for  nothing  but  justice) 
would  be  done  to   that  long-neglected  and  depressed 
section.      Mr.  C.  said  many  objections  were  made  to 
distribution,  by  members  belonging  to  the  party  in  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  thia  and  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  but  he  considered  there  were  but  three 
points  to  settle  to  justify  the  policy.     The  first  was  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  over  this  fund;  the 
second  expediency;  and,  lastly,  would  there  be  a  surplua 
in  the  I'reaaury,  after  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  providing  abundantly,  nay,  liberal- 
ly, for  the  necessary  increase  of  the  navy,  and  all  other 
proper  defences?    He  said  it  appeared  to  him,  if  these 
points  could  be  clearly  settled  in  the  affirmative,  there 
could  be  no  rational  difficulty  in  the  way  of  th(&  passage 
of  the  bill;  and  he  hoped  and  confidently  believed  that 
he  would  be  able  clearly  to  show  the  power,  the  expe- 
diency, the  existence  of  a  large  surplus,  and,  in  addition, 
the  necessity;  and  that  the  Government  was  bound  by 
every  honorable  consideration  so  to  do,  by  the  expresa 
terma  of  the  contracts  between  her  and  the  ceding 
States,  in  the  acts  of  cession  themselves,  and  also  by  con- 
stitutional provisions  in  relation  to  the  public  domain. 

He  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia ceded  to  the  United  Statea  by  far  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  land  than  did  either  of  the  other  States,  which 
comprised  the  large  and  extensive  tract  of  country,  then 
called  the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  isnow  the  Statea 
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of  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Wiaconsin  Terri- 
tory. This  cession  was  made  in  1784,  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution.  After  making  certam 
reservations,  and  stipulating  for  the  payment  of  tbe^- 
tional  debt,  it  is  provided,  in  the  face  of  the  act  of 
cession,  that  *'all  the  lands  within  the  territories  so 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  ap- 
propriated iOt  any  of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or 
disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common 
fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  con- 
federation, or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Vir^nia 
included,  according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions 
of  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be 
fajthfutly  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and 
no  other  purpose  or  use  whatever." 

The  cession  was  made  during  the  operation  of  the 
articles  of  confederation,  and  he  said  he  would  ask  if 
the  States,  when  they  came  to  adopt  the  federal  consti- 
tution, did  reject,  or  even  make  any  objections  whatever, 
to  the  terms  of  contract  made  with  Virginia?  Or  were 
they  not  agreed  to,  and  their  obligatory  effect  and  char- 
acter acknowledged.'  Let  us  refer,  Mr.  Chairman,  for 
a  moment,  to  the  constitution,  and  see  the  provisions  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands,  and  all  contracts  and  engage- 
.  roents  made  by  the  confederated  States  under  the  articles 
of  confederation.  In  the  sixth  article  of  the  constitution 
.  will  be  found  this  express  provision,  that  *'all  debts  con- 
tracted, and  engagements  entered  into,  before  tlie  adop- 
tion of  this  constitution,  shall  be,  as  valid  against  the 
United  States  under  the  constitution  as  under  the  confed- 
eration." He  said  here  was  a  recognition  and  a  positive 
pledge  snd  assurance  that  <'all  contracts  and  engage- 
ments" made  under  and  during  the  supremacy  of  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation  should  be  binding  in  their  effect, 
and  be  complied  with.  Now,  if  these  sets  of  cession  be 
*' contracts  or  certain  engagements,"  then  there  is  a  con- 
stitutional provision  which  no  man  should  dare  to  viohite, 
and  is  unalterable.  Was  not  this  a  contract,  a  bargain,  be- 
tween the  State  of  Virginia,  then  sovereign  and  owner 
of  this  valuable  extent  of  country,  in  her  individual  ca- 
pacity, by  which  the  title  passed  from  her  to  the  United 
States^  entered  into  indue  and  solemn  form?  And  by 
which  the  United  States  engaged  to  appropriate  so 
much  as  should  be  found  necessary  to  the  extinguish- 
.  ment  of  the  national  debt,  and  that  the  residue  should 
be  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the 
States  that  then  were  or  should  become  members  of  the 
confederation?  Most  certainly:  and,  sir,  the  same  stipu- 
lations and  provisions  are  incorporated  in  all  the  acts  of 
eession,  made  by  the  other  States,  of  land  to  the  Gene- 
ral Government}  and  the  same  rule  that  would  apply 
to  the  cession  of  Virginia,  should  and  will  apply  with 
equal  force  to  the  cessions  of  the  other  States.  He  said 
he  looked  upon  the  United  States  in  no  other  light  than 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  trtutee  for  the  sovereign  States, 
in  relation  to  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  since  the 
•  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt;  and  that  she  is  bound, 
in  the  faithful  execution  of  that  trust,  to  distribute  the 
money  arising  from  the  sales  of  those  lands  among  the 
States  upon  some  equitable  principle,  and  no  basis  ap- 
peared to  him  more  so  than  that  of  representation. 

And  now,  the  great  and  grand  object  for  which  these 
cessions  were  made  having  been  accomplished— the 
national  debt  extinguished—the  States,  by  virtue  of 
express  and  unequivocal  stipulations,  have  the  right  to 
claim,  and  do  claim,  the  residue  of  money  that  may  arise 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  them,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  acts  of 
cession.  Sir,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution, 
fttiere  is  found  the  following  provision:  **  The  Congress 
•ti»ll  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rule* 


and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  con- 
stitution shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pretudice  any  claims 
of  the  United  StateSt  or  of  any  particular  State." 

Sir,  what  territory  did  belong  to  the  United  States? 
How  did  she  acquire  her  title  to  that  territory?  Was  it 
not  by  a  full  and  complete  ratification,  on  her  part,  of 
those  acts  of  cession  by  which,  and  by  which  alone,  she 
acquired  the  right  to  one  inch  of  territory?  Can  the 
United  States,  in  justice  and  common  honesty,  recognise 
that  portion  of  the  acts  of  cession  which  is  for  her  own 
benefit,  and  nullify  that  portion  which  was  intended  to 
secure  the  reserved  interest  of  the  States  ceding  the 
territory  ?    By  this  article,  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  full 

1>ower  IS  vested  in  Congress  to  make  all  needful  regu- 
ations  respecting  the  public  lands,  by  which  is  meant 
Congress  shall  regulate  by  law  the  mode  and  manner  of 
surveys,  sales,  perfect  titles,  fix  the  prices,  and  mske 
all  necessary  arrangements  for  their  conversion  into 
money;  and;  when  converted,  the  actsof  cesnon  point  out 
the  uses  to  which  the  proceeds  shall  bespplied;  and  the 
first  provision  is  that  they  go  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt,  and  the  balance  shall  be  a  common  fund,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  SUtes,  including  the  State 
ceding.  The  latter  clause  of  this  article  unequivocally 
provides  that  '*  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  particuUr  State."  What  claims?  Surely  her 
claims  upon  the  ceded  territory.  And  he  said  he  would 
ask,  if  the  whole  of  this  fund  WM  intended  to  be  used  by 
the  United  States,  as  some  contend,  why  insert  this  pro- 
vision in  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  making  so  mani- 
fest a  distinction  between  the  claims  of  the  United  States 
and  those  of  the  Ststes?  If  the  United  SUtes  was  de- 
signed to  have  all,  why  say  the  claim  of  no  particular 
State  should  be  prejudiced,  when  speaking  alone  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  constitution  ?  Sir,  the  intention  of  the 
contracting  parties  is  satisfactorily  expUined  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  article.  The  Virginia  act  of  cession  having 
said  that  the  public  debt  should  be  first  paid—that  the 
residue  should  constitute  a  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
all  the  States,  conclusively  proves  that  so  much  of  the 
ceded  territory  as  should  be  found  necessarv  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  national  debt  was  absolutely  vested 
in  the  United  States,  to  which  the  individual  States  could 
affix  no  claim  whatever,  or  in  any  wise  interfere  with.  It 
was  a  deed  in  fee.  But  should  the  public  debt  not  con- 
sume the  whole  ceded  territory,  then,  and  in  that  case, 
that  balance  was  to  constitute  the  fund  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  States,  which  the  General  Government,  by  her 
constitution,  was  forbidden  to  interfere  with  or  preju- 
dice; she  in  this  respect  could  only  be  privileged  to  exe- 
cute the  trust  confided  to  her,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
States.  And  she  is  certainly  bound  by  every  honorable 
and  legal  principle,  in  the  execution  of  the  trust,  to  make 
distribution  among  the  States  of  all  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  now  in  the  Tressury,  or  that  may  hereafter 
come  into  her  hands  from  that  source. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  further  ask  if  the  United  States 
had  acted  faithful  to  the  trust  in  granting  to  many  of  the 
States  large  quantities  of  the  ceded  territory  for  internal 
improvements,  making  roads  and  canals,  opening  rivers 
and  creeks,  and,  upon  some  occasions,  large  grants  for 
political  effect,  to  secure  votes  in  presidential  contests? 
Is  this  acting  honestly,  and  in  conformity  with  the  trust 
she  undertook?  Was  it  contemplated  that  these  lands, 
set  apart  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  States,  in  due 
proportion,  should  be  given  to  a  few  of  them,  to  the  preju- 
dice and  exclusion  of  the  rest  ?  Was  it  intended  that  any 
portion  of  them  should  be  voted  away,  with  a  view  to  se- 
cure the  vote  of  a  State,  or  States,  in  a  presidential  elec- 
tion?  Sir,  was  it  ever  intended  that  they  should  be  used 
for  purposes  of  bribery  and  corruption?   Or  were  they 
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really  desig^ned  for  the  benefit  of  the  States,  for  the 
noble  purposes  of  improving  the  countr}',  in  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  canals,  opening  watercourses,  and 
avenues  to  market,  for  the  more  cheap  transportation  of 
the  agricultural  and  manufactured  products,  and  educa- 
tion to  all  classes  of  society,  from  the  most  affluent  to  the 
most  humble  child  in  the  country^  Most  certainly  the 
latter  looks  the  most  probable.  But  more  of  this  here- 
after. 

Mr.  C.  said  there  could  be  adduced  in  support  of  the 
distribution  of  the  surpluses  among  the  States — not  only 
that  which  has  arisen  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
but  the  revenue  arising  from  all  sources  whatever, 
assuming  the  broadest  ground — the  opinions  of  many  of 
our  most  distinguished  and  enlightened  statesmen,  whose 
fidelity  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  has  never  been 
doubted,  and  whose  patriotism  and  loveof  country  cannot 
be  questioned. 

Sir,  the  venerable  and  democratic  Jefferson,  whilst 
President,  in  his  messsge  as  early  as  1806,  recommended 
the  distribution  of  a  portion  of  the  then  revenue  among 
the  States,  for  internal  improve ment)i  and  education;  and 
bis  recommendation  and  convictions  of  the  utility  and  im- 
portance of  the  policy  are  expressed  so  forcibly,  that  I 
hope  the  Clerk  will  be  permitted  to  read  that  portion  rel- 
ative to  this  subject. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  after  speaking  of  the  tariff  duties,  the 
surpluses  In  the  Treasury,  and  likely  to  be,  from  time  to 
time,  also  as  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  as  it 
might  fall  due,  says — (Here  the  Clerk  read  as  follows:) 

••  The  question,  therefore,  now  comes  forward,  to 
what  other  objects  shall  these  surpluses  be  appropriated, 
and  the  whole  surplus  of  impost,  after  the  entire  discharge 
of  the  public  debt,  and  during  those  intervals  when  pur- 
poses of  war  shall  not  call  for  them^  Shall  we  suppress 
the  imposts,  and  gfive  that  advantage  to  foreign  over 
domestic  manufacturers?  On  a  few  articles  of  more  gen- 
eral and  necessary  use  the  suppression,  in  due  season,  will 
doubtless  be  right;  but  the  great  mass  of  the  articles  on 
which  impost  is  paid  are  foreign  luxuries,  purchased  by 
those  only  who  are  rich  enough  to  afford  themselves  in 
the  use  of  them.  Their  patriotism  would  certainly  prefer 
its  continuance,  and  application  to  the  purposes  of  the 
public  education,  roads,  rivers,  canals,  and  such  other 
objects  of  public  improvement  as  it  may  be  thought 
proper  to  add  to  the  constitutional  enumeration  of 
the  federal  powers.  By  these  operations,  new  channels 
of  communication  will  be  opened  between  the  States, 
the  lines  of  separation  will  disappear,  their  interests  will 
be  identified,  and  their  union  cemented  by  new  and  indis- 
soluble ties." 

This  recommendation,  said  Mr.  C,  occurred  at  a 
much  more  inauspicious  time  for  distribution  than  the 
present,  and  assumes  a  much  broader  ground  than  the 
present  bill.  The  bill  upon  the  table  only  contemplates 
the  distribution  of  such  of  the  surplus  as  is  derived  from 
the  public  lands.  Mr.  Jefferson  advised  the  distribution 
of  all  sorts  of  revenue,  from  lands,  imports,  and  duties 
of  every  kind,  and  that,  too,  at  a  period  when  the  Gov- 
ernment was  groaning  under  the  burdens  of  heavy  re- 
sponsibilities, and  under  circumstances  when  not  even 
the  acts  of  cession  would  seem  to  have  warranted  a  dis- 
tribution, because  the  national  debt  was  not  then  paid, 
and  a  division  amongst  the  States  was  not  contemplated 
or  expected  until  after  that  debt  was  discharged. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  if  it  was  constitutional  and  expedient 
to  divide  amongst  the  States  the  moneys  collected  from 
customs  and  imports,  (at  a  time  when  heavy  debts  were 
banging  over  the  country,)  for  purposes  of  education  and 
internal  improvement,  and  *<such  other  objects  of  pub- 
lic improvement  as  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  add  to 
the  constitutional  enumeration  of  federal  powers,"  in 
the  different  States,  m  proposed  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  surely 


it  cannot  be  urged  that  Congress  hu  no  power  now  to 
distribute  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  seeing  that  the 
Government  debt  is  fully  discharged,  and  seeing  that 
suiething  of  this  sort  was  intended  by  the  terms  of  the 
acts  of  cession,  recognised  and  confirmed  by  constita- 
tional  provisions. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  this  great  and  patriotic  man  did  not 
stop  short  with  this  single  recommendation  of  this  im- 
portant policy.  In  his  message  of  1808  he  renews  the 
recommendation,  which,  he  said,  he  would  ask  the  Clerk 
to  read.    The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

*<  The  probable  accumulation  of  the  surpluses  of  reve« 
nue,  beyond  what  can  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  whenever  the  freedom  and  safety  of  our 
commerce  shall  be  restored,  merits  the  consideration  of 
Congress.  Shall  the  revenue  be  reduced.'  Or  shall  It 
not  rather  be  appropriated  to  the  improvements  of  roads, 
canals,  rivers,  education,  and  other  great  foundations  of 
prosperity  and  union,  under  the  powers  which  Congress 
may  already  possess,  or  such  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution as  may  be  approved  by  the  Slates?  While  un- 
certain of  the  course  of  things,  the  time  may  be  advati- 
!ageou8ly  employed  in  obtaining  the  powers  necessary 
for  a  system  of  improvement,  should  that  be  thought 
best." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  remind  the  committee  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  expresses  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress 
to  distribute  the  public  fund  amongst  the  States.  And 
he  said  he  must  remark,  that  in  these  recommendations 
that  great  and  patriotic  man  could  have  had  nothing  in 
view  but  the  good  of  his  country  and  the  happiness  of 
the  people.  This  was  his  last  message  to  Congress— 
his  last  official  act  as  President.  He  had  devoted  a  long 
and  useful  life  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  in  the 
cause  of  liberty;  his  political  career  was  about  to  termi- 
nate; he  had  enjoyed  the  highest  offices  within  the  gift 
of  a  grateful  people;  he  had  nothing  further  to  ask  or 
expect;  he  desired  no  further  honors;  the  cup  of  his 
glory  was  filled.  He  said  he  had  no  ambitious  designs, 
no  selfish  motive",  to  influence  him  or  misdirect  his  judg*- 
ment;  the  glory  and  the  prosperity  of  his  country  were 
his  highest  amhition;  and  under  the  influence  of  these 
sentiments  and  feelings  he  makes  this  recommendation 
in  his  message,  among  the  last  of  his  ofllicial  acts. 

Again,  said  Mr.  C,  a  report  of  a  very  intelligent  com- 
mittee (for  so  he  judged  them  to  be  from  the  ability 
evinced  in  the  report)  will  be  found  in  the  documents 
of  1826,  where  a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate 
the  subject  of  distribution  of  a  portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States.  The  views  taken  by  that 
committee  are  so  forcible  and  conclusive,  that  I  beg 
leave  to  have  a  portion  of  the  report  read.  The  Clerk 
read  as  follows: 

**  The  committee,  from  as  careful  an  examination  of 
the  subject  as  a  due  attention  to  their  other  duties  would 
permit  them  to  make,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
great  advantages  would  result  to  the  United  States  from 
an  annual  distribution  among  them,  by  some  equitable 
ratio,  of  a  portion  of  our  national  revenue,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education  and  internal  improvement,  or  for 
such  other  purposes  as  the  State  Governments  may  re- 
spectively deem  most  to  their  advantage. 

«*  Whether  the  United  States  shall  divide  the  whole  of 
their  revenues,  beyond  what  are  required  for  the  usual 
expenditures  of  the  Government,  for  domestic  and  for- 
eign, civil,  military,  and  naval,  and  to  the  reduction  of 
our  public  debt,  until  the  whole  of  it  shall  be  extin- 
guished; or  whether  they  shall  apply  a  portion  of  the 
revenues,  as  proposed,  for  the  most  important  purposes, 
and  thereby  cause  a  more  gradual  reduction  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  resolves  itself  into  a  question  of  expediency. 

**ft  remains  for  Congress  to  determine  which  of  these 
courses  will  most  effectually  promote  the  present,  si 
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well  M  the  future,  prosperity  of  the  country.  There 
<^D  be  no  doubt  that  money  distributed  among  the  States, 
as  proposed,  would  be  vested  in  a  way  to  give  much 
greater  profit  than  the  interest  on  such  money  would 
yield  at  three,  four  and  a  half*  or  even  five  per  cent., 
which  are  now  the  interests  paid  on  the  greater  part  of 
our  public  debt. 

*'  As  a  large  portion  of  this  debt  is  payable  to  persons 
in  Europe,  to  discharge  it  as  fast  as  our  means  would 
permit  would  be  to  send  from  the  country,  sooner  than 
necessary,  funds  that  are  wanted  at  home,  the  inconve- 
nience of  which  would  be  sensibly  felt  in  the  present 
embarrassed  state  of  our  moneyed  market,  and  most 
probably  for  several  years  to  come. 

"  Money  distributed  as  proposed  would  give  new  ac- 
tivity to  industry  and  enterprise  in  all  the  States,  and 
that  equally  and  simultaneously. 

•<  It  would  create  a  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  State 
Governments  over  the  expenditures  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  thereby  prevent  the  waste  of  money,  and 
the  adoption  of  extravagant  measures  that  might  dimin- 
ish the  amount  of  the  annual  dividends. 

*'  It  would  secure  impartial  justice  to  sll  the  SUtes 
in  the  distribution  of  the  expenditures  of  our  Govern- 
ment, of  our  revenue,  a  failure  of  which  at  present  is  a 
subject  of  loud  and  just  complaint. 

«•  It  would  relieve  the  General  Government  of  the 
serious  inconvenience  of  an  overflowing  Treasury,  which, 
if  not  provided  for  in  the  manner  proposed,  or  by  a  re- 
duction in  our  revenue,  will  impair  the  most  important 
principles  of  our  constitution. 

*'  It  would  relieve  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  of  a 
large  portion  of  legislation,  now  devoted  to  the  disposal 
of  our  surplus  funds— legislation  of  the  worst  kind,  cal- 
culated to  produce  combinations,  sectional  feelings,  in- 
justice,  and  waste  of  public  treasure. 

"  It  would  transfer  to  the  States  the  regulation  of  ex- 
penditures for  internal  improvements  by  roads  and  ca- 
nals, which,  if  retained  and  exercised  by  the  General 
Government,  contrary,  as  is  believed  by  many,  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  our  constitution,  will  in  time  so  far 
decrease  the  powers  of  the  State  Governments  as  to  de- 
stroy the  federation  principle  of  our  Union,  and  convert 
our  system  of  confederated  republics  into  a  consolidated 
Government. 

**  It  would  remove  the  cause  of  the  great  and  increas- 
ing difficulties  arising  from  an  objection,  on  constitution- 
al grounds,  to  the  exercise  of  the  right  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  of  making  roads  and  canals  through  the 
diiTerent  States  of  the  Union.   ' 

« It  would  enable  the  General  Government  to  keep 
in  operation  an  effective  system  of  finance  and  revenue, 
w^ith  advantage  (o  the  States.  And  should  the  exigencies 
of  the  country  require  the  application  of  all  our  means 
to  some  object  connected  with  our  national  peace  and 
prosperity,  those  means  could  be  soon  brought  into  op- 
eration, by  suspending,  for  a  time,  the  dividends  to  the 
States.  By  this  our  Treasury  would  be  filled  without 
resort  to  new  taxes,  which  might  be  oppressive  to  ag. 
riculture,  and  which  might  create  much  inconvenience 
by  interrupting  the  pursuits  and  industry  of  our  citizens. 

*'  Money  collected  from  the  sources  which  now  give 
us  our  revenues,  and  distributed  among  the  Ststes  ss 
proposed,  would  produce  a  rapid  and  profitable  circula- 
tion of  ourfunds  from  the  centre  to  the  extremities  of  our 
Union,  and  thus  add  to  the  force  of  the  moneyed  capital 
of  the  country.** 

Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  that  a  majority  of  this  com- 
mittee were  the  friends  of  General  Jackson,  and  all 
agreed  to  a  distribution!  and  thearg^ments  and  reasoning 
in  this  report,  in  favor  of  distribution,  are  cogent,  and  go 
far  to  convince  the  mind  of  the  expediency  and  consti- 
tutionality of  the  policy;  and  made  at  a  time  when  we 


owed  a  large  public  debt,  running  upon  interest.  Mr. 
C.  said  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  was  possible  for 
the  United  States,  in  1825,  to  entertain  an  idea  favorable 
to  distribution,  under  the  then  depressed  state  of  the 
finances  of  the.country — revenue  but  nominal  compared 
to  its  present  amount,  with  a  heavy  national  debt  hang* 
ing  over  it,  all  bearing  interest t  and  that  the  moat  en- 
lightened politicians  should  have  recommended  and  ad- 
vised a  distribution;  and  that  now,  when  the  condition 
of  the  country  is  more  prosperous  tlian  any  ever  was 
known  to  be;  out  of  debt — with  no  embarrassment — with 
between  forty  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars  more  in  the 
Treasury  than  can  possibly  be  used  with  advantage  to  the 
country— lying  at  g^eat  risk  and  hazard  in  the  rotten 
and  unsafe  pet  banks,  used  for  all  sorts  of  purposes- 
speculations  of  every  description  based  upon  it — shaving 
shops  carried  on  and  sustained  upon  it — ^yielding  no  in- 
terest to  the  Government.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this, 
the  dominant  politicians  of  the  present  day,  the  politi- 
cians of  the  party  in  power,  cannot  agree  that  this  sur- 
plua,  that  the  Government  can  have  no  good  use  for, 
shall  be  given  to  the  States  to  whom  it  belongs.  All 
this,  said  Mr.  C,  argued  conclusively  that  all  was  not 
right;  and  the  people,  he  hoped,  would  find  it  out  and 
apply  the  antidote,  the  corrective.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the 
people  will  not  endure  these  frauds  and  impositions  that 
arc  daily  and  hourly  practised  upon  them.  Sir,  if  the 
Government  shall,  in  the  very  face  of  her  "engage- 
ments" with  the  States,  and  in  defiance  of  the  constitu- 
tion,  withhold  these  rights  and  benefiU  from  them,  by 
refusing  to  yield  that  portion  of  the  surplus  produced  by 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  it  will  be  a  manifestation 
of  injustice,  cruelty,  and  oppression,  unworthy  the  high 
character  of  the  American  Government. 

He  would  have  read  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  House  In  1829,  by  the  Clerk.  The  Clerk  read  as 
follows: 

*<  It  appears  to  your  committee  that  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  the  community  should  be  awakened  to  their 
rights;  when  measures  should  be  adopted  in  the  national 
councils,  to  give  the  States  a  direct  interest  in  the  in- 
come arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  This 
individual  measure  would  at  once  check  further  conces- 
sions, and  efiTectually  prevent  the  selfish  from  availing 
themselves  of  the  advantage  presented  by  some  great 
crisis  in  public  affairs,  to  obtain  propitiatory  concessions 
from  rival  parties,  deeply  injurious  to  the  gent  ral  interest. 

**The  committee  cannot  devis?  a  surer  guard  to  the 
purity  of  legislation,  with  respect  to  the  public  lands, 
nor  an  application  of  their  value  more  just  and  equita- 
ble, as  regards  the  interest  of  all  the  States,  than  by 
recommending  for  consideration  the  policy  of  directing, 
by  law,  that  the  proceeds  of  all  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
ai>er  deducting  expenses,  should  be  distributed  to  the 
several  States,  in  the  ratio  of  their  population,  as  ascer- 
tained at  the  usual  periods  of  taking  the  census. 

"This  policy  would,  undoubtedly,  always  influence  a 
majority  of  Congress;  becsuse.only  the  members  from  a 
State  about  to  receive  a  cession  would^  venture  to  make 
such  gift,  when  the  evident  consequence  would  be  the 
diminution  of  the  direct  revenue  of  the  States  represent- 
ed by  the  rest. 

**  This  measure  would  likewise  inierr st  the  States  in 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  rigid  economy,  as  relates  to 
the  expenditures  of  the  land  offices;  and  no  private  or 
other  claim  would  be  sanctioned,  but  as  their  justice 
might  be  clearly  established.  It  must  then  be  evident 
that  unless  the  United  States  create  rivals  in  her  own 
land  market  by  further  concessions  or  donations,  (ihe 
holders  of  which  would,  of  course,  occupy  the  market  by 
selling  low  whst  had  cost  them  nothing,)  there  mqst  be  a 
sure,  and,  hereafter,  an  annually  increasing  demand  for 
the  public  land,  and  coneequenily  an  increasing  amount 
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of  cash  will  be  received  for  national  purposes,  or  for  the 
proposed  distribution,  and  which,  in  all  probability,  will 
average  three  millions  yearly  for  the  next  ten  years;  an 
amount  which  can  be  most  beneficially  applied  in  well- 
rej^lated  systems  of  education,  in  constructing  roads, 
bridges,  canals,  and  such  other  useful  works  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable  by  the  respective  States." 

This  committee  was  composed  of  administration  mem- 
bers—-some  now  in  Congress — voting  then  for  a  distribu- 
tion, when  the  Government  owed,  perhaps,  a  hundred 
millions  of  dollars — and  now  casting  a  summerset,  and 
voting  against  the  measure  when  the  Government  is  out 
of  debt,  and  the  coflTers  of  the  Treasury  are  groaning  un« 
der  the  weight  of  a  large  excess.  He  said  he  would  warn 
gentlemen  to  pause  and  reflect  seriously  before  they 
made  the  awful  plunge  that  must  be  disastrous  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  refer  to  the  message  of  General 
Jackson  in  1839,  which  he  would  send  to  the  Clerk,  with 
a  request  that  he  would  read  that  portion  of  it  relating 
to  this  subject.    The  Clerk  then  r^  the  following: 

<*  After  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  it  is  not 
probable  that  any  adjustment  of  the  tariiT,  upon  princi- 
ples satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  will,  until  a 
remote  period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Government  without  a 
considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond  what  may 
be  necessary  for  its  current  services.  As,  then,  the  pe- 
riod approaches  when  the  application  of  revenue  to  the 
payment  of  debt  will  cease,  the  disposition  of  the  surplus 
will  present  a  subject  for  the  serious  deliberation  of 
Congress!  and  it  may  be  fortunate  for  the  country  that 
it  is  yet  to  be  decided,  considered  in  connexion  with  the 
difficulties  which  hsve  heretofore  attended  appropria- 
tions for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  with 
those  which  this  experience  tells  us  will  certainly  arise, 
whene%'er  power  over  such  subjects  mav  be  exercised 
by  the  General  Government;  it  is  hoped  that  it  nnay  lead 
to  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which  will  reconcile  the 
diversified  interests  of  the  States,  and  strengthen  the 
bonds  which  unite  them.  Every  member  of  the  Union, 
in  pesce  and  in  war,  will  be  benefited  by  improvement 
of  inland  navigation,  and  the  construction  of  highways  in 
the  several  States.  Let  us,  then,  endeavor  to  attain  this 
benefit  in  a  mode  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all.  That 
hitherto  adopted  has,  by  many  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
been  deprecated  as  an  infraction  of  the  constitution; 
^hile,  by  others,  it  has  been  avowed  as  inexpedient." 

'<  All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  at  the  expense  of 
harmony  in  the  legislative  councils. 

<*  To  avoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most 
safe,  Just,  and  federal  disposition  which  could  be  nude 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  would  be  its  apportionment 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  their  ratio  of  rep- 
resentation. And  should  this  measure  not  be  found  war- 
ranted by  the  constitution,  that  it  would  be  expedient 
to  propose  to  the  States  an  amendment  authorizing  It. 

**  I  regard  an  appeal  to  the  source  of  power,  in  cases 
of  real  doubt,  and  when  its  exercise  is  deemed  indispen- 
sable to  the  general  welfare,  as  among  the  most  sacred 
of  all  our  obligations;  upon  this  country,  more  than  any 
other,  has,  in  the  providence  of  God,  been  cast  the 
special  guardiansliip  of  the  grci^t  principle  of  adherence 
to  written  constitutions.  If  it  fail  here,  all  hope  in  re- 
gard to  it  will  be  extinguished.  That  this  was  intended 
to  be  a  Government  of  limited  and  specific,  and  not 
general  powers,  must  be  admitted  by  all;  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  preserve  for  it  the  character  intended  by  its 
framers.  If  experience  points  out  the  necessity  for 
an  enlargement  of  these  powers,  let  us  spply  for  it  to 
those  for  whose  benefit  it  is  to  be  exercised;  and  not 
undermine  the  whole  system  by  a  resort  to  overstrained 
constructions." 
Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  language  used  by  the  President 


in  this  recommendation  needs  no  comment;  it  speaks  for 
itself;  and  does,  in  a  plain  and  most  forcible  manner, 
show  the  justice,  utility,  importance,  and  the  necessity, 
of  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  the  Treasury  among 
the  States.  The  President  expresses,  in  this  able  docu* 
ment,  no  doubt  as  to  the  convictions  of  his  own  mind  of 
the  expediency  or  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
to  make  distributions.  Hence  the  President,  he  pre- 
sumed, would  now  make  no  constitutional  scruples  upon 
the  subject;  but  if  the  details  of  the  bill  tliat  may  be 
passed  by  Congress  should  meet  his  views  in  other  re- 
spects, no  doubt  it  will  meet  his  sanction  and  approba- 
tion. It  is,  however,  incumbent  on  Congress  to  dis- 
charge their  duty  faithfully  and  honeatly  toward  the 
country  and  their  constituents,  in  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  they  may  think  will  redound  to  the  honor 
and  the  advancement  of  the  beat  interests  of  the  nation; 
and  then  it  devolves  upon  the  Executive,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  high  and  important  trusts  confided  in  him, 
in  like  manner  to  make  his  decisions. 

Mr.  C.  aaid,  although  he  had  promised  to  refer  to  no 
further  authority  in  support  of  this  policy,  yet  he  hoped 
he  would  be  pardoned  for  requesting  to  be  read  a  short 
paragraph  or  two  of  the  report  of  Mr.  McLane,  who 
was  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  General  Jack- 
son, made  to  Congress  in  1831;  which  the  Clerk  read,  aa 
follows  : 

'*  The  sources  from  which  the  revenue  has  hitherto 
been  derived,  are  the  imports,  public  lands,  and  bank 
dividends.  With  the  sales  of  the  bank  stock  the  latter 
will  cense;  and  as  the  imports,  according  to  any  scale  of 
duties  which  it  will  be  expedient  and  practicable  to 
Adopt,  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  expendi- 
tures, that  portion  of  the  revenue  heretofore  drawn  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  may  be  dispensed  with, 
should  Congress  see  fit  to  do  so. 

*'  On  this  point,  the  undersigned  deenns  it  proper  to 
observe,  that  the  creation  of  numerous  States  through- 
out the  Western  country,  now  forming  a  most  iroporUnt 
part  of  .the  Union,  and  the  relative  powers  claimed  and 
exercised  by  Congress  and  the  respective  Slates  over 
the  public  lands,  bavinr  been  gradually  accumulating 
causes  of  inquietude  and  difficulty,  if  not  of  complaint, 
it  may  well  deserve  consideration,  therefore,  whether* 
at  a  period  demanding  an  amicable  and  permanent  ad- 
justment of  the  various  subjects  which  now  agitate  the 
public  mind,  these  may  not  be  advantageously  disposed 
of,  in  common  with  the  others,  and  upon  principles  just 
and  satisfactory  to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 

"  It  roust  be  admitted  that  the  public  lands  were 
ceded  by  the  States,  or  subsequently  acquired  by  the 
United  States,  for  the  common  bentfit;  and  that  eaoh 
Stale  has  an  interest  in  their  proceeds,  of  which  it  can- 
not justly  be  deprived.  Over  this  part  of  the  public 
property,  the  powers  of  the  General  Government  have 
been  uniformly  supposed  to  have  a  peculiarly  extensive 
scope,  and  have  been  construed  to  authoiize  tUeir  ap- 
plication to  purposes  of  education  and  improvement,  to 
which  other  branches  of  revenue  were  not  deemed  ap- 
plicable. It  is  not  practicable  to  keep  the  public  lands 
out  of  the  market,  and  the  present  mode  of  disposing  of 
them  is  not  the  most  profitable,  either  to  the  General 
Government  or  to  the  States,  and  must  be  expected, 
when  the  proceeds  shall  be  no  longer  required  for  the 
public  deb',  to  give  rise  to  new  and  more  serious  ob- 
jections. Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  submitted  to 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide  upon  the  propriety 
of  disposing  of  all  the  public  lands,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
those  States  within  whose  territorial  limits  they  lie,  at  a 
fair  price,  to  be  settled  in  such  manner  as  might  be 
satisfactory  to  all.  The  aggregate  price  of  the  whole 
may  then  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States  of 
the  Union,  according  to  such  equitable  r«tio  as  may  be 
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consistent  with  the  objects  of  the  original  cession,  and 
the  proportion  of  each  paid." 

It  appears  clearly  that  this  enlightened  statesman  at 
once  recognised  the  right  of  the  States^  after  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  public  debr,  to  the  residue  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands;  and  draws  an  obvious  distinction 
between  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  these 
lands,  and  that  raised  from  other  sources;  and  admits  the 
obligatory  force  of  the  reserving  clause  used  in  the  acts 
of  cession.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  there  cannot  be  a  remain- 
ing doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  over  this  fund;  and 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract  between  the  General  Gov- 
ernment and  the  States,  as  evidenced  and  expressed  by 
the  acts  thenuelves,  connected  with  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  and 
recognition  of  all  contracts  and  engagements  made 'under 
the  articles  of  confederation,  prove  obviously  and  Incon- 
testably  that  the  power  is  not  only  possesaed,  but  that 
Govemoient  is  bound,  by  the  moat  solemn  obligations 
and  duty,  to  furrender  to  the  States  the  surpluses  of  the 
sales  of  those  lands  now  in  the  Treasury,  and  any 
amount  that  may  hereafter  be  derived.  Sir,  it  cannot  be 
otherwise. 

Mr.  C.  said,  believing  he  had  shown,  beyond  doubt, 
(be  power  of  Congress  to  divide,  and  that  it  was  expe- 
dient and  proper  to  do  so,  he  would  leave  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  and  before  he  took  bis  seat  would  show 
that  there  would  be  a  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury  that 
the  Government  could  not  use,  otherwise  than  by  dis- 
tribution. He  would  also  attempt  to  show  the  inequality 
and  the  great  injustice  that  had  been  done  some  of  the 
States  in  the  disbursement  of  public  money. 

The  revenue  collected  in  1835,  by  the  tariff  duties 
«nd  sales  of  the  public  lands,  was  upwards  of  Ihirty^four 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  By  the  estimates  of  the 
Secretaty  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Woodbury,)  for  the 
year  1836,  the  revenue  from  the  same  sources  is  calcu- 
lated at  upwards  of  nineteen  millions;  which  will  be 
found  to  fall  far  short  of  the  real  amount,  which  he  pro- 
posed to  show.  The  returns  received  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  vear  are  considerably  upwards  of 
eleven  millions,  actually  collected  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury;  and  but  for  the  law  passed  this  session, 
(without  my  consent,)  loaning  about  five  milliona  to 
citizens  of  New  York,  there  would  have  been  paid  in 
the  first  three  months  of  this  year  siiteen  millions  of 
dollars,  within  three  and  a  half  millions  of  the  Secretary's 
estimate  for  the  whole  year.  Thus  it  will  appear  that 
the  whole  amount  collected  hat  year,  and  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present,  is  forty-six  millions  of  dollars; 
and,  but  for  the  New  York  loan,  would  have  been  fifty- 
one  millions.  And  should  the  last  three  quarters  of 
this  year  produce  equal  to  the  first,  there  will  be  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  this  year  thirty-three  millions 
more,  to  be  added  to  the  above  forty-six  millions  now  on 
hand;  making,  in  all,  seventy-nine  millions  that  will  ]iave 
been  collected  in  two  years;  add  to  this  the  New  York 
loan,  and  you  have  eighty-four  millions.  The  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  having  expired,  in 
which  the  Government  owns  seven  millions  of  stock,  the 
advance  upon  which  may  safely  be  calculated  at  fivt 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  the  Government 
can  command  at  pleasure,  added  to  the  above,  makes 
ninety-one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  sir,  let 
us  calculate  the  charges  upon  this  amount,  and  strike 
the  balance. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  estimates  for  the 
present  year,  for  ordinary  and  extraordinary  appro- 
priations, are  twenty-three  millions  of  dollars;  which  is 
said  Co  be  about  eight  millions  more  than  is  necessary 
for  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government  for 
(hia  year.  It  will  be  right  to  add  to  this,  three  millions 
appropriated  at  the  present  session  for  defraying  the  ex- 
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penses  of  the  wars  now  In  progress,  with  the  Seminole 
and  Creek  tribes  of  Indians;  then  add  the  five  millions 
loaned  to  the  citizens  of  New  York,  and  then  seven  mil- 
lions to  carry  into  effect  the  treaties  recently  made  with 
the  Cherokees  and  other  tribes  of  Indians;  all  of  which 
give  you  the  sum  of  thirty-eight  millions  of  dollars.  This 
sum  deducted  from  the  amount  collected  of  ninety-one 
millions  and  a  half,  (before  ahown  to  be  in  the  Treasury, 
or  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,)  leaves  a  bal- 
ance of  cash  on  hand  of  fifty-three  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  to  be  distributed  among  the  States,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  or  the  greater  part  of  it.  But,  (said 
Mr.  C)  suppose  the  last  three  quarters  of  this  year  fail 
to  produce  revenue  proportionably  to  the  first,  as  before 
estimated,  let  us  deduct  one  million  of  dollars  for  each 
quarter,  for  any  supposed  deficiency,  and  still  you  will 
have  remaining  fifty  millions  and  a  half  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  after  paying  all  the  expenses  and  charges  upon 
the  Government,  up  to  the  end  of  the  present  year.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  the  charges  upon  the  Treasury 
for  1835  were  paid  out  of  the  revenue  collected  in 
1834,  of  which  there  remained  in  the  Treasury  several 
millions  of  dollars,  after  meeting  all  Government  en- 
gagements for  that  year,  which  ts  not  now  taken  into 
the  calcuUtion.  Now,  sir,  it  is  shown  by  the  receipts 
reported  to  this  House,  by  the  proper  authorities,  con- 
trasted with  the  charges  upon  the  Government  for  the 
present  year,  that  there  will  be  at  the  end  of  this  year  fifty 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  of  surplus,  unless  it  shall 
turn  out  that  it  has  been  confiscated  and  squandered  by 
the  deposite  banks.  Sir,  it  has  been  charged  upon  this 
floor  by  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  TMr. 
Wiss,]  that  in  all  probability  the  public  money  in  these 
banks  is  not  only  unsafe,  because  of  the  improvident 
management  of  those  institutions,  but  that  the  whole 
fund  is  under  the  control  of  a  certain  Mr.  K.  M.  Whitney, 
who  is  not  only  suspected  for  the  want  of  integrity,  but 
haa  been  actually  convicted  of  the  highest  crimes  known 
to  the  laws  of  the  country.  And,  sir,  this  House  has 
been  repeatedly  asked  to  appoint  a  select  committee, 
with  power  to  send  for  witnesses  and  papers,  and  to  in- 
vestigate the  espionage,  peculations,  and  frauds,  charged 
to  be  in  constant  practice  by  those  charged  with  the 
safe  keeping  of  it;  and,  sir,  the  ruling  party  has  as  often 
refused.  How  will  gentlemen  account  for  these  unpre> 
cedented  movements  to  the  people?  Can  there  be  any 
acceptable  apology  offered?  What,  sir,  when  you  are 
assured  that  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  dollars-^collected 
from  the  hard  earnings  of  the  people ;  from  your  con- 
stituents and  mine,  in  their  due  proportion ~ have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  dishonest  men;  men  without  principle; 
used  for  dishonest  purposes  by  individuals  and  specu- 
lating shaving  companies;  and  that  all  is  in  great  danger 
of  being  lost;  and  that  by  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee with  these  powers,  these  peculations  and  abuses 
might,  perhaps,  be  corrected;  how  can  honest  and  hon- 
orable representatives  of  the  people  refuse  to  order  an 
investigation?  Sir,  these  are  alarming  omens  of  the 
depravity  of  the  servanta  of  the  people;  and  I  pray  God 
they  may  understand  it  and  apply  the  corrective  lasb. 
The  party  now  in  the  ascendant  in  this  House  owe 
something  to  the  President  and  his  friends  upon  this 
subject.  He,  upon  his  own  responsibilitpr,  removed  the 
public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
placed  it  in  the  present  repositories,  and  hia  friends 
sustained  him;  and  should  the  party  now  seeking  to 
come  into  power,  and  assume  the  reins  of  Government, 
so  manage  as  to  lose  or  waste  tins  treasure,  may  it  not 
be  the  means  of  bringino^  censure  upon  the  Executive 
and  those  who  went  with  him  upon  that  subject?  But 
to  return  to  the  subject.  Sir,  the  question  now  arises, 
what  shall  be  done  with  this  surplus?  Shall  it  be  ap- 
propriated in  the  lump,  as  proposed  in  the  Senate,  (by 
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Mr.  BEiTToir,)  for  useless  fortificstions  on  the  seacoatt? 
or  sliall  it  not  be  divided  among  the  States,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  country  and  for  education?  Sir,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  first  proposition,  as  before  stated i  and 
believe  the  latter  policy  will  be  productive  of  more  good 
to  the  country  than  to  dispose  of  it  in  any  other  manner 
whatever.  U  will,  sir,  produce  a  new  and  most  inter- 
esting era  In  our  history.  It  will  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  States  to  construct  facilities  of  intercourse,  and  pro- 
mote trade  between  each  other,  and  thereby  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  alliance,  friendship,  and  identity  of  mter- 
est,  between  the  citizens  of  the  difierent  States,  that 
will  bid  defiance  to  disunion  or  dissolution  of  the  con- 
federacy. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  one  prominent  advantage  in  distribu- 
ting the  surplus  revenue,  is,  that  it  will  destroy  the  vast 
inequality  which  now  exists  by  these  partial  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures  of  the  public  money,  and  send 
its  blesiings  to  different  sections  of  the  country  by  an 
equitable  division. 

In  obtaining  bounty  from  the  Treasury  there  are  a 
few  favored  sections  which  claim  great  and  unequal  boons 
from  the  Government,  for  reasons  of  their  importance, 
which  importance  is  constantly  magnified  by  these  very 
boons  themselves.  For  instance,  you  have  extended  to 
New  York  a  loan  for  several  years  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars; you  have  appropriated  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars  in  part  pay  for  the  erection  of  a  magnificent  marble 
custom-house,  that  will  cost  three  millions  of  dollars — 
all  because  of  her  commerce,  which  commerce  has  been 
greatly  augmented  by  the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. Sir,  when  will  East  Tennessee  g^t  as  many  thou- 
sands for  internal  improvements,  as  you  have  just  voted 
to  New  York  millions,  if  the  money  lies  in  the  Treasury, 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  Eastern  merchants,  stock- 
jobbers, and  violent  and  thorough-going  partisans?  But 
if  distributed,  that  portion  that  would  be  allotted  to  that 
rich  but  neglected  portion  of  the  land  would  be  as  a 
refreshing  dew  to  a  soil  suflTering  by  a  long-continued 
drought.  Sir,  Tennessee  has  memorialized  Congress, 
from  time  to  time,  on  the  subject  of  some  improvements 
that  she  considered  national  in  character — that  would 
promote  the  military  operations  and  defences  of  the 
country— and  which  would  be  productive  of  commercial 
benefits  to  her  citizens,  and  those  of  the  surrounding 
States,  in  the  transportation  of  their  produce  to  market 
upon  better  terms  than  the  ordinary  mode  in  wagons 
by  horse  power.  And  how  have  her  prayers  been  treat- 
ed? Was  she  recognised  as  a  sovereign  State,  entitled 
to  equal  benefits  in  the  distribution  of  the  bounties  of 
the  Government?  Nn,  siri  her  petitions  have  been  pass- 
ed over  unrespected,  laid  upon  your  table  to  sleep  the 
sleep  of  death;  and  she  required  to  depart  from  your  bar 
without  a  dollar.  In  1823,  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
asked  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  to  connect 
Hiwassee,  a  river  that  empties  into  (he  Hotston,  with  the 
Coosa  of  South  Alabama,  by  a  canal,  only  a  distance  of 
nine  or  ten  miles,  through  a  i)erfect  plane;  representing 
it  as  highly  important  in  military  or  war  operations, 
because  it  eflTected  a  water  communication  from  the  most 
interior  with  the  seaboard  at  Mobile,  by  which  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  eastern  part  of  that  State,  munitions  of  war, 
and  trooDs,  could  be  transported  by  water  to  the  most 
vulnerable  part  of  the  Southern  frontier. 

Sir,  In  the  last  war  many  lives  were  lost  among  the 
troops  marched  from  East  Tennessee,  by  forced  marches, 
to  this  frontier,  from  fatigue  and  hunger.  Sir,  you  were 
memorialized  in*  1829  upon  the  same  subject;  and  that 
communication  he  had  referred  to  the  committee  at  the 
beginning  of  this  session,  under  a  hope  of  having  a  favor- 
able report  upon  it;  but  hopes  were  fallacious;  it  seemed 
as  if  they  did  not  intend  to  act  upon  it;  and  he  said  he 
must  be  permitted  to  enter  his  solemn  protest  against 


such  delays  in  the  execution  of  our  duties  towards  the 
applications  of  the  people.  He  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  reporting  upon  this  me« 
morial.  There  is  another  improvement  that  Congress 
has  been  oAen  called  upon  to  make— the  opening  of  the 
Tennessee  and  Holston  rivers  up  to  King^port,  or  near 
the  Virginia  line— this  would  CQnnect  with  the  Coosa 
canal,  and  communicate  with  a  region  abounding  more 
extensively  with  iron  mineral,  stone  coal,  plaster,  salt, 
and  many  manufactories  of  iron,  nails,  castings,  and  pig 
iron,  and  affording  an  outlet  to  the  south  into  the  ocean 
by  way  of  Mobile,  and  the  west  by  a  connexion  with  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  the  north  by  the  Ohio  river.  Thia 
application  has  met  with  no  better  fate  than  the  other. 

Sir,  let  these  improvements  be  made,  and  instead  of 
sending  your  four  or  five  major  generals,  as  has  lately 
been  done,  to  defend  the  Southern  frontier  against  a 
few  hundred  hostile  Indians— wheeling  their  right  and 
left  wings,  and  firing  cannon  every  morning,  as  if  to 
notify  the  enemy  to  get  out  of  the  way;  that  American 
generals  were  about— at  the  expense  of  millions  to  your 
Treasury:  make  these  improvements,  and  in  future  call 
upon  the  hardy  aona  of  Tennessee,  who  are  always  ready 
and  willing  to  brave  the  storms  of  war  in  defence  of  their 
country,  to  volunteer  with  the  privilege  of  choosing 
their  own  officers;  and  they  will  end  your  little  wars, 
and  return  home  to  their  farms  and  families,  before  your 
scientific  generals  will  have  issued  their  manifestoes  and 
gone  into  summer  quarters.  Sir,  your  statute  book 
shows  that  great  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  West, 
and  particularly  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  in  the  distri- 
bution  of  public  money.  Whilst  your  Treasury  has  been 
made  to  overflow  by  exactions,  by  indirect  taxation,  and 
by  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  every  dollar  that 
could  be  commanded  by  the  toil  and  sweat  of  the  South- 
ern and  Western  agriculturists  and  mechanics  were  ap- 
propriated to  meet  the  Government  demands,  a  return 
of  any  portion  of  that  treasure  has  never  occurred,  al- 
though of>en  aaked  for.  Sir,  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars  would  probably  effect  both  these  improvements,  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  in  East  Tennessee,  and  bestow  in- 
calculable  advantages  upon  this  long-neglected,  suffer- 
ing, and  depressed  region.  Sir,  to  the  North  and  North- 
east you  have  poured  out,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Government  to  this  time,  almost  the  whole  revenue, 
for  improvements  of  every  description;  and  the  protect- 
ing hand  of  Government  to  their  manufactures  has,  upon 
all  occasions,  been  extended,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  South  and  West.  The  West  has  never  complainedj 
she  has  asked  no  protective  duties  to  sustain  her  manu- 
fiictories;  all  she  does  ask  is,  that  the  Government  shall 
now  enable  her  to  make  some  improvements  in  the  coun- 
try, to  give  her  outlets  for  her  products,  and  place  her- 
self more  upon  an  equality  with  her  sister  States,  and 
she  will  be  contented.  He  said  he  had  the  honor  to  of- 
fer  an  amendment,  the  other  day,  to  a  bill  proposing  an 
appropriation  of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  im- 
provement of  these  rivers,  and  the  party  opposed  it  with 
a  vengeance,  and  then  called  for  and  sustained  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  prevent  any  similar  propositions  from 
being  offered  again.  The  West  will  not  stand  this  kind 
of  treatment;  she  will  not  agree  to  be  "  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water"  always  for  the  North. 

Sir,  since  these  questions  have  been  pending^,  over- 
looked and  neglected,  many  millions  have  been  given  to 
other  States  for  improvements,  not  more  nor  aa  much 
national  in  their  character  as  those  in  Tennessee.  How 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  appro- 
priated to  make  Conneaut  creek,  in  the  State  of  Ohio^ 
navigable?  How  much  to  Ashtabula  creek?  How  miicli 
to  Cunningham  creek,  and  to  as  many  others  of  as  little 
magnitude,  that  cannot  be  made  useful  half  a  dozen  miles 
from  their  mouths?  Sir,  if  it  is  constitutional  to  apply 
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the  public  money  to  make  Mvigable  these  creeks*  three 
or  four  miles  only  from  their  moutUb,  and  affbrding  bene- 
fits to  none  but  those  who  may  have  received  the  money 
expended,  how  much  more  constitutional  would  it  be  to 
make  navigable  the  Tennessee  and  Holston  rivers^  run- 
ning up  into  the  interior  of  a  rioti,  fertile,  and  extensive 
roanuracturing  country,  seven  or  eight  hundred  miles,  af- 
fording commercial  advantages  to  a  number  of  the  States, 
and  tnasportation  and  outlet  for  millions  of  produce? 
There  is,  sir,  no4»>mparison{  yet  you  have  applied  monev 
to  the  one,  «nd  refused  it  to  the  other.  Sir,  by  such 
operations  of  the  Government,  the  poor  are  made  to 
grow  poorer  and  the  ricli  richer.  The  North  and  East 
seem  to  have  been,  and  continve  to  be,  the  favorites. 
New  York  is  benefited,  by  the  acts  passed  this  session, 
perhaps  ten  millions  of  dollars,  Tennessee  nothing;  the 
District  of  Columbia  two  and  a  half  millions  for  the  Ohio 
and  Chesapeake  canal,  all  the  streams  of  Tennessee 
nothing.  Suppose,  instead  of  bestowing  upon  the 
wealthy  city  of  New  York  nine  hundred  thousand  dolbri 
to  build  a  house,  to  ornament  the  city,  that  is  to  cost  at 
least  three  mOlMMM  of  dollar^  you  had  applied  the 
amount  to  the  settlement  of  the  poor  upon  Western 
lands  of  eighty  acres  to  each  &mily*-to  how  many  &mi- 
lies  would  you  have  given  comfortable  homes?  Sup- 
posing the  boose  to  cost  three  millions,  by  laying  out  that 
sum  in  lands,  and  dividing  it  into  eightyfacre  tracts,  you 
would  give  homes  to  forty-five  thousand  poor  families, 
who  are  now  without.then^  and  have  not  the  means  to  pro- 
cure than.  Now,  sir,  which  policy  would  advand^  the 
interests  and  happiness  of  society  most— to  have  erected 
in  the  city  of  New  York  a  stupendous  marble  custom- 
house, or  to  present  forty-five  thousand  poor  lamiUes 
with  comfortable  and  independent  homes  of  their  own? 
.  The  Government  still  owns  about  eleven  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  yet  to  be  soldi  this,  at  the 
Goverament  price,  will  yield  fourteen  hundred  and  thir- 
tjr-eeven  and  a  half  millions  of  doUars«  which,  divided 
among  the  States  according  to  population,  would  give  to 
Tennessee  about  eighty  five  millions  of  dollars;  by  the 
use  of  which  she  could  make  all  necessary  improvements 
that  could  be  desired,  and  at  the  same  time  establish  a 
literary  fund,  that  would  justify  a  public  school  in  trtry 
neighborhood  throughout  the  State,  capable  of  educating 
every  child  of  the  present  and  future  generations,  with- 
out taxing  the  parent  with  a  dollar;  then  the  poorer  part 
of  society  would  have  an  equal  chance;  and,  sir,  the 
fruits  would  be  aeen  and  felt.  Instead  of  youths,  born 
in  poverty,  passing  through  life  without  a  smattering  of 
education,  unknowing  and  unknown  citiaeos,  they  would 
be  educated;  and  thousanda  of  them  become  the  most 
brilliant  stars  in  the  firmament,  filling  the  highest  sta- 
tions in  yonr  Gotemment,  with  credit  to  themselves  and 
with  honor  and  usefulness  to  the  country.  Sir,  these 
events  should  be  desired  by  every  patriot.  The  per- 
petuation of  the  Government  much  depends  upon  the 
people  being  enlightened— and  this  is  the  way  to  accom- 
pliah  that  imporunt  and  desirable  resolt. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  trespass  but  a  moment  longer 
upon  the  patience  of  the  House,  being  conscious  that  he 
bad  alseady  occupied  more  time  than  he  had  intended; 
but  would  only  present  a  couple  of  tabular  statements, 
the  one  showing  the  liberal  grants  made  by  Congress  of 
the  public  lands,  the  other  making  a  division  of  the  for- 
ty milliooa  of  surolua  among  the  States  according  to  the 
provlsiona  of  the  bill,  and  he  should  be  done. 

Division  of  forty  millions,  after  deducting  ten  per  cent. 
for  the  new  States,  Michigan  and  Arkansas  not  included} 


N.  Hampahire 
Massachusetts 
Rhode  IsUnd 
Connecticut 


$1,900,000 

750,000 

1,800,000 

300,000 

900,000 


Vermont 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 


^50,000 
6,000,000 

900,000 
4,200,000 

150,000 


Maryland 

11,300,000 

Virginia 

3,150,000 

N.  Carolina 

1,950,000 

S.  Carolina 

1,350,000 

Georgia 

1,350,000 

Kentucky 

1,950,000 

Tennessee 

1,950,000 

Ohio 

Louisiana 

Indiana 

Mississippi 

Illinois 

Alabama 

Missouri 


#3,850,000 
450,000 
1,0  0,000 
300,000 
450,000 
750,000 
300,000 


The  following  Ubie  will  show  the  liberal  grants  which 
have  been  made  by  Cungres  to  the  new  States,  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  education,  or  charitable  institutions: 
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Number   of  acres  for 
internal  improvements. 


Number  of  seres  for 
colleges,  scademies^  and 
universities. 


The  one  thirty-sixth 
part  of  public  lands  ap- 
propriated for  common 
schools. 


For  religious  and  cha^ 
itable  institutions. 


Lands  appropriated  for 
seats  of  Government 


Saline  reservations. 


!ge§ll^g§i 


Aggregate  apppropria. 
tions  for  each  State  and 
Territory. 


When  Mr.  CAnTxa  had  concluded, 

Mr.  1NGER80LL  took  the  floor,  but  gave  away  for 
a  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Gkavss,  that  the  committee  nie; 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  25,  noes  103. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

If  I  were  to  consult  my  own  inclination  alone,  I  would 
cheerfully  yield  the  floor,  uhich  hM  been  awarded  to 
me.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Hall,]  who 
claims  It  with  me,  may  rest  assured  thst  no  one  could 
have  been  better  satisfied  if  he  had  chanced  to  gain  the 
precedence,  than,  myself.  But,  being  in  the  lists,  I  am 
bound  to  fight  the  battle  of  my  constituents,  st  the  haz- 
ard even  of  abusing  the  almost  exhausted  patience  of 
the  committee,  and  of  disappointing  or  delaying  those 
who  hear  me  in  the  enjoyment  which  they  have  a  right 
to  expect,  when  I  shall  have  finished  the  few  remarks  I 
have  to  make.  Af^er  the  several  subjects  of  general  in- 
terest Involved  in  the  discussion  have  been  debated  by 
so  many  gentlemen,  and  so  much  at  length,  I  could 
scarcely  hope,  under  any  circumstances,  to  add  materi- 
ally to  the  stock  of  argument  which  has  been  sccumu- 
Bat,  afier  a  fatiguing  session  of  many  hours,  I 
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shall  r^eive  especial  credit  for  the  sssarsnce  that  I  rise 
with  much  reluctance  to  occupy  even  s  small  portion  of 
the  time  which  is  still  allotted  to  the  present  debate. 
Its  hours,  I  know,  are  numbered  i  and  the  sun,  which  is 
now  {^oingr  down  in  clouds,  will  not  rise  again  until  the 
labors  of  this  committee  shall  have  closed. 

Different  measures  are  almost  immediately  before  us, 
which  are  perpetually  struggling  for  precedence;  they 
are  in  appearance  altogether  dissimilar.  A  stranger, 
on  a  cursory,  or  even  a  careful  examination,  would 
scarcely  detect  any  points  of  resemblance  between  them. 
Yet  they  are,  in  truth,  closely,  and,  perhaps,  insepara- 
bly united «  dependent  so  far  upon  each  other,  that  the 
result  of  any  one  of  them  cannot  fail  seriously  to  affect 
the  resti  constituting,  as  they  do,  only  parts  of  one  com- 
prehensive system,  upon  the  due  workings  of  which,  in 
its  entire  and  perfect  character,  may  depend  the  whole- 
some and  vigorous  condition  of  the  whole  body  politic. 
A  distribution  of  revenue  among  the  States  cannot  be 
made,  no  matter  how  desirable  il  may  be,  unless  the 
necessary  wants  of  the  Government  are  first  supplied. 
The  extent  of  funds  which  shall  be  applied  by  law  to 
particular  objects  must  depend  not  only  upon  their  own 
intrinsic  merits,  but  upon  a  comparison  of  the  urgency 
and  importance  of  them  with  others  of  a  national  charac- 
ter) and,  when  these  points  are  settled,  it  may  be  essen- 
tially increased  or  diminished  by  the  ability  which  exists 
to  make  a  due  and  useful  expenditure  of  them  during 
the  present  year.  In  determining,  also,  either  upon 
distribution  or  expenditure,  it  becomes  a  serious  duty  to 
inquire  whether  the  requisite  funds  for  either  object 
are,  in  their  nominal  amount,  ready  at  the  call  of  the 
Government.  Arc  they  husbanded  and  improved  with 
the  care  of  the  good  and  faithful  servant  >  Or,  like  the 
Ulent  committed  to  the  foolish  servant,  are  they  buried 
in  useless  inactivity^  Or,  still  more  inexcusably,  are 
they,  like  trusts  betrayed  by  false  stewards,  perverted 
and  sbused  to  corrupt  and  wicked  purposes? 

The  bill  immediately  before  us  is  to  appropriate  funds 
ibr  fortifications.  But  it  is  impossible,  in  the  most  fiiith- 
ful  attention  to  it,  to  lose  sight  of  the  proposal  to  divide 
among  the  States  the  proceeds  of  (he  public  lands,  or 
even  the  incidental  question  of  a  reference  of  that  mo- 
mentous subject,  and  to  which  committee  it  properly 
belongs.  As  much  out  of  course  would  it  be  to  sepa- 
rate from  this  direct  inquiry  the  resolutions  which  have 
been  introduced  to  permit  a  scrutiny  into  the  state  of 
the  public  funds;  the  security  or  peril  in  which  they 
standi  the  arrangements  which  have  been  made  in  adopt- 
ing particular  depositories^  the  inducements  for  such 
selections s  and  all  the  mysterious  circumstances  by  which 
they  are  surrounded. 

When  any  one  of  these  cardinal  measures  has  been 
formally  before  the  House,  it  has  been  made  the  basis 
of  broader  discussion  than  its  own  mere  provisions  would 
seem  absolutely  to  require.  If  the  discussion  has  not 
extended  beyond  the  varions  merits  of  them  all,  co-in- 
cidents of  each  other,  as  I  hsve  stated  them  to  be,  it  has 
done  no  more  than  fulfil  its  correct  and  lawful  office. 
Were  it  confined  to  narrower  limits,  it  would  he  restrict- 
ed far  within  the  range  of  useful,  and,  perhaps,  of  neces- 
sary argument. 

The  subject  which  claims  and  deserves  chief  attention 
is  awaiting  its  disposition  here  only  in  preliminary )  it  has 
passed  the  ordeal  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  is  before  this  House  on  the  several  propositions  of 
reference.  It  proposes  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  several  SUtes,  according  to  the 
ratio  of  representation,  with  the  paternal  and  patriotic 
object  of  promoting  internal  improvement  and  general 
education.  In  giving  it  shape  and  direction,  it  should 
seem  to  be  fair  that  its  friends  should  exercise  peculiar 
influence.    Their  objects  are  early  consideration,  and 


an  opportunity,  if  it  deserve  it,  for  successful  action. 
They  ask  no  more.  When  it  is  nMtured,  (and  such  thev 
believe  to  be  its  present  condition,)  it  must  stand  or  fall 
according  to  its  own  nnerits;  but  they  beseech  you  not 
to  mar  or  maim  it  in  its  progress.  Who  is  there,  really 
Its  friend,  that  desires  a  reference  to  one  of  the  standing 
committees  of  the  House?  Who,  that  it  is  opposed  to 
it,  will  consent  to  its  receiving  at  once  the  free  discus- 
sion of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole?  A  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  insure  sn  unfavor- 
able report,  or  consign  it  to  lasting  oblivion.  This  in- 
ference is  drawn,  not,  of  course,  from  any  thing  that 
has  occurred  in  the  committee,  but  from  the  distinct 
avowal,  on  this  floor,  of  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of  tt^ 
an  avowal  made,  not  m  chairman,  but  merely  in  his 
individual  character.  If  it  be  regarded  as  a  party  meas* 
ure,  such  a  reference  would  be  an  unfortunate  one,  aN 
though  it  would  receive  cordial  (if  feeble)  support  even 
there.  Spesking  for  myself  alone,  and  promising  it,  at 
all  times,  hearty  and  sincere,  though  unimportant  assist- 
ance, t  will  say  that  a  measure  of  deeper  interest  to  the 
country  ~one  better  calculated  to  promote  the  true  ends 
of  government  and  law — ^the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
the  people — is  not  upon  your  calendar.  It  would  be 
diflicult  to  imbody  in  any  single  proposition  a  larger  or 
more  prolific  promise  ef  present  and  of  future  goedi  » 
plan,  purer  in  its  conception,  liable  to  fewer  exceptionn 
in  its  exercise  and  use,  or  more  widely  dillbsive  of  b1e*> 
sings  and  benefito  throughout  the  Isnd.  If  the  hostility 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CAMBBSKXire}  be 
of  the  character  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  proclaim- 
ed, we  should  differ  as  widely  as  the  branches  of  the  al- 
ternative which  his  argument  has  presented.  It  was  an 
alternative  of  peace  or  war.  All  the  purposes  of  the 
proposed  measure  sre  pacific  and  prosperous!  it  contem* 
pbtesand  wiH  promote  universal  happiness  and  peace — 
happiness,  founded  upon  the  utmost  improvement  and 
most  complete  development  of  the  resources  of  nature 
and  of  art,  and  upon  the  wide-spread  diffusion  of  them 
over  every  part  of  this  extended  republic,  so  that  not  an 
inch  of  ground  shsll  escape  their  influence;  fonnded,. 
too,  upon  a  moral  elevation  of  the  people,  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  the  consequence  of  enlightening  their  un- 
derstandings and  purifying  their  hearts.  Peace,  seen* 
red  and  rendered  permanent  by  the  power  which  these 
multiplied  improvements  will  contribute  to  establish  and 
confirm;  and  that  power  itself  regulated  and  governed 
by  a  wisdom  which  universal  education  is  calculated  al- 
moat  inevitably  to  inspire.  An  opposite  system— the 
preferred  system  of  the  enemies  of  the  measure— that 
which  the  ^ntleman  deems  an  evil  incomparably  less 
than  a  distribution  of  the  revenue,  is  a  scheme  of  uni- 
versal wretchedness:  it  denies  to  the  husbsndman  the 
product  of  his  land;  to  the  manufacturer  the  use  of  his 
loom^  it  forbids  tranquillity  to  the  intercourse  of  social 
life,  and  may  imbitter  the  purest  cup  of  domestic  bliss: 
it  fills  the  truest  heart  with  angry  passions,  and  converts 
the  smiling  fields  of  plenty  into  a  desert  waste:  *<  havoc, 
and  spoil  and  ruin  are  its  game." 

A  succession  of  statenients  has  been  exhibited  from- 
the  Treasury,  showing  the  actual  amount  of  public  mon- 
eys deposited,  and,  in  some  instances  at  least,  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  disposed  of  or  employed.  Beyond 
these  points,  the  periodical  reports  are  altogether  unsat* 
isfactory.  It  is  impossible  that  they  should  be  otherwise. 
They  prove,  at  least,  (if  they  exhibit  nothing  more,  ^  that 
whife  the  Government,  in  not  one  of  its  various  inter- 
ests, is  deriving  any  sort  of  benefit  from  the  peculiar  and 
embarrassing  arrangement;  that  while  favoritism  may 
flourish,  speculation  grow  rich,  and  patronage,  in  a  long 
line  of  subordinate  dependencies,  may  indulge  its  power 
and  its  pride,  not  an  effort  is  msde  to  wield  the  mighty 
enginery  for  the  good  of  the  peopis,  or,  so  far  as  V9 

Digitized  by  V:rOOQlC 


8961 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


S962 


Mat  24^  1836.] 


Fortifieaiion  BUI, 


[H.  OF  R. 


knowy  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  enormout  and  over- 
grown corruption.  I  do  not  speak  of  corruption  as  ap- 
plied to  the  Government  in  any  of  its  branches.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  it  should  he  engendered  there,  to  prove 
the  bad  effects  of  the  pernicious  system.  But  the  crop 
of  evil  consciences  that  may  spring  up  under  the  influ- 
ence of  nearly  forty  millions  now  scattered  broadcast 
through  the  land,  and  swelling  in  rapid  accumulation  in- 
to I  know  not  how  many  millions  more$  the  nature  and 
the  means  of  applying  these  corrupting  objects  to  weak 
or  venal  minds,  may  become  a  scandal  to  the  republic, 
although  its  rulers  may  be  innocent  of  all  active  agency, 
and  even  ignorant  of  the  fact  itself. 

In  the  estimate  or  enumeration  of  sources  from  which 
the  funds  have  been  derived,  a  distinction  Is  drawn  be- 
tween the  depositesof  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
and  tliose  of  other  officers.    If,  by  this,  it  be  intended  to 
express  any  thing  more  than  an  accidental  derivation  of 
them  as  to  place  or  person,  it  is  a  distinction  without  a 
difference,  against  which  I  would  anxiously  protest.    It 
is  an  error  replete  with  mischief  to  suppose  that  moneys 
in  the  hands  of  subordinate  or  accounting  officers  are  not 
moneys  already  belonging,  in  every  useful  sense,  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.    It  may  not  be  very  ma- 
terial here,  but  I  take  the  liberty  to  notice  it  as  not  an 
vncommon  error.    The  mistake  arises  from  the  want  of 
due  discrimination  between  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Treasury  Department,  as  an,  arm  or  organ 
of  the  Government.     Certain  rules  are  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  under  the  immediate  view  and  effi- 
cient control  of  the  proper  Department  a  portions-com- 
posing, indeed,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  finanoes  of  the 
Government,  but  still  only  a  portion  of  them.    The  re- 
mainder, comparatively  small  as  it  is,  is  expended  before 
it  reaches  the  Department,  in  certain  salaries  and  minor 
incidents  of  office,  and  by  the  collectors  of  the  customs 
largely  in  the  payment  of  debentures.     The  mass  is  then 
brought  into  the  great  depository  of  the  nation  by  a  ma- 
chinery which  is  rendered  somewhat  complicated  by  the 
extent  of  the  country  and  the  number  of  agents  employ- 
ed, but  which  rests  upon  principles  as  simple  as  the  ele- 
ments of  mathematical  science.    Jf  one  of  it — ^not  a  far- 
thing— whether  in  the  hands  of  the  agents,  or  paid  over 
by  them,  can  be  expended  without  an  appropriation  by 
law.     The  only  difference  is,  that  the  lawful  expendi- 
tures of  the  agents  are  made  under  previous  appropria- 
tions, without  a  warrant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury) whereas  the  moneys  which  are  properly  the  subject 
of  such  warrant  are  those  which  have  been  accounted 
ibr  by  the  receivers  as  the  surplus  in  their  hands,  and 
are  drawn  for  in  consequence  of  appropriations  subse- 
quently made.     Both  are  alike  public  moneys.     Both 
are  within  the  glause  of  the  constitution  which  speaks  of 
**  appropriations  made  by  law,''  but  says  nothing  of  a 
warrant;  and  both  are  therefore  in  the  Treasury.    I  ask 
if  a  farthing  of  the  money  in  a  collector's  hands  could  be 
disbursed,  or  employed,  or  used  in  any  way,  except  as 
the  law  directs'    Why  not^    Simply  because  the  consti- 
ttttion  has  forbidden  it.     But  the  constitution  has  forbid- 
den no  such  use,  employment,  or  disbursement,  except 
as  to  money  in  the  Treasury.     It  prohibits  the  drawing 
of  it  only  «•  from  the  Treasury."  Then  the  term  ••  Tress- 
ury*"  (which  is  used,  I  believe,  but  once  in  the  constitu- 
tion^) applies  to  all  funds  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment— to  funds  in  the  possession  of  the  first  receiver  or 
elsewhere.     The  Treasury  is  not  this  or  that  particular 
place  of  deposite.     It  is  not  merely  a  stationary  or  loco- 
motive strong  box,  in  which  the  gold  and  silver  of  the 
nation  is  secured.    It  is  not  the  vaults  of  a  bank  or  the 
eolTers  of  a  capitalist.     It  is  the  present  fixed  right  of 
iiBinediate  enjoyment  vested  in  the  Government,  which, 
without  precise  locality  or  prolonged  duration  of  move- 
ment, becomes  perfect  in  the  Government  the  moment 


the  fund  has  ceased  to  belong  to  the  individual  by  whom 
it  is  paid.  It  recognises  no  intermediate  stage  of  fiscal 
existence— no  probationary  or  expiative  purgatory.  '  It 
admits  no  compromise  of  principle  which  would  lead  to 
an  indulgence  in  flagrant  abuses.  All  the  revenues  of 
the  Government  might  be  perverted  to  the  sordid  pur- 
poses of  the  particular  officer,  who  might  become  a 
trading  usurer  to  the  amount  of  millions;  or,  which  would 
be  still  worse,  they  might  be  abused  to  the  corrupt  and 
venal  purposes  of  a  profligate  ascendency,  whenever 
such  a  one  shall  exist,  and  be  base  enough  to  avail  itself 
of  the  opportunity:  for  all  the  resources  of  the  nation 
must,  in  succession,  pass  through  this  dangerous  chamiel. 
The  extent  of  profligacy  might  become  as  unlimited  as 
the  temptation  to  a  weak  or  vicious  mind  would  be  irre- 
sistible. No,  sir;  there  is  no  sound  distinction  between 
moneys  derived  from  the  Treasurer  and  those  derived 
from  other  officers.  The  receivers  of  public  moneys 
may  settle  their  accounts  periodically  or  otherwise,  as 
you  will;  its  payment  over,  or  absolute  appropriation, 
without  stop  or  period  to  the  Government,  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  word  appropriation,  must  be  a  rule  without 
any  exception,  or  the  purity  of  the  republic  is  the 
shsdow  of  a  name. 

That  the  subject  of  the  augmented  revenue  requires 
legislation,  is  admitted  by  the  bill  on  your  table  which 
purports  to  regulate  the  deposite  banks.  That  it  re- 
quires early  legislation,  will  not  be  denied  by  those  who 
have  earnestly  made  that  bill  a  candidate  for  early  favor 
and  consideration.  Insufficient  as  it  must  be  regarded 
for  its  professed  purposes;  coming  into  the  House  with 
all  its  imperfections  on  its  head;  it  must,  sooner  or  bter, 
be  taken  op  for  consideration,  and  must  then  be  sup- 
plied with  its  necessary  improvements,  (if  it  be  suscepti- 
ble of  them,)  in  the  course  of  its  passage;  or,  possibly, 
it  may  be  borne  along  in  triumph  on  the  car  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  alike  silences  all  opposition  and 
buries  sU  amendments. 

That  the  vast  accumulation  of  money  Is  an  evil,  will 
not  gravely  be  contested,  if  the  fact  itself  cannot  be  dis- 
proved. It  has  resolved  the  doubt  of  Tacit^is  whether 
the  gods  in  anger  or  in  favor  deny  us  wealth:  **Jbrgen* 
turn  et  aurum  propitii  out  irtUi  Dii  ntgaverinU  dul&o.** 
It  was  said  long  ago,  (and  history  and  experience  con- 
firm the  truth  of  the  remark,)  that  those  countries  are 
seldom  wise  or  prosperous  in  which  the  precious  metals 
are  abundantly  produced.  The  sage  policy  of  the  re- 
public of  Switzerland  prohibited  the  owners  to  explore 
the  mines  with  which  some  of  their  mountains  are  said 
to  abound.  A  purer  and  a  richer  tribute  was  produced 
by  the  hand  of  industry,  prompted  to  exertion  by  the 
spirit  of  liberty  which  guided  the  ploughshare  through 
their  rugged  precipices,  and  reaped  the  harvest  on  their 
almost  barren  sides.  IVeatth  may  be  to  nations,  m  we 
have  the  highest  authority  for  believing  it  is  sometimes 
to  individuals,  a  curse. 

The  great  difficulty  in  the  whole  scheme,  and  in  its 
shining  and  delusive  results,  is,  ihat  it  is  a  mystery— sn 
experimental  mystery.  It  is  a  mystery,  perhaps,  to  the- 
Government,  and  certainly  to  the  people.  It  hangs  like 
a  dark  cloud  over  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  irobitter- 
ing  its  enjoyments  snd  darkening  its  hopes.  It  is  not 
an  snswer  to  this  unquestionable  fact,  that  the  evils 
under  which  the  people  suffer  are  the  result  of  a  panic, 
which  time  and  cool  reflection  will  dispel.  They  are 
not  less  real  on  that  account.  Mankind  is  always  influ- 
enced, to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  by  something  besides 
the  sober  reality.  Panic  may  be  itself  the  result  of  un- 
necessary or  misjudging  apprehension;  but  the  conse- 
quences of  it  are  any  thing  but  imaginary  and  insignifi- 
csnt.  The  gorgon's  head  was  more  fatal  than  the  sword. 
Panic  has  been  the  prolific  source  of  enormous  mischief 
Irom  the  time  at  least  when  the  host  of  Syria  wm  over- 
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whelmed  before  Samaria  by  the  fancied  noise  of  the 
horaemen  and  the  chariots  of  Israel.  At  this  very  mo- 
ment there  exists,  certainty  in  the  Atlantic  cities»  and 
probably  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  an  almost  un- 

Crecedented  degree  of  pecuniary  pressure,  accompanied 
y  an  exaggerated  state  of  prices  .both  for  real  estate 
and  the  various  conveniences  of  life.  Labor  is  high. 
Mid  yet  money  is  scarce.  An  unnatural  state  of  things 
like  this  can  proceed  only  from  extraordinary  and  un- 
natural causes.  Capitalists  stand  aghast,  and  close  their 
hands  in  fear*  Speculation  usurps  the  place  of  well- 
regulated  business,  the  ordinary  channels  of  which  are 
injuriously  disturbed. 

To  prevent  the  continuance  and  recurrence  of  these 
evils,  early,  and,  it  should  seem,  permanent  provision 
is  necessary.  An  excess  of  revenue  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, exist  in  future;  and  it  is  unwise  to  apply  only  a 
temporary  relief  to  s  mischief  so  enduring.  Upwards 
of  three  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  unappropriated 
lands  are  estimated  still  to  exist  within  the  States  and 
Territories.  There  are  seven  hundred  millions  more 
beyond  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri.  Many  hundred 
years  must  elapse  before  emigration  will  convert  into 
the  abodes  of  civilized  man  a  thousand  millions  of  acres 
of  almost  interminable  solitudes.  With  the  most  lavish 
and  wasteful  expenditures  of  the  Government  in  all  its 
branches;  with  a  depaKure  at  once  from  both  of  the 
oharaeteristic  marks  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth — 
economy  and  vigor — ^it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  ordi- 
nary resources  of  the  nation  should  not  exceed  its  ordi- 
nary' wants  and  expenditures,  leaving  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  to  distinct  and  specific  appropriation. 
What  a  curious  comparison  is  exhibited  between  the  ex- 
penses of  the  present  day  and  those  of  1789,  when,  in 
times  of  primitive  simplicity,  a  little  mure  than  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  covered  all  the  diabursements  of 
the  country— a  sum  less  than  three  fouKhs  of  the  pres- 
ent expenditures  of  Congress  alone. 

NotwithsUnding  the  urgent  calls  for  distribution,  we 
are  constantly  informed  that  the  idea  of  a  surplus  reve- 
nue is  delusive— that  means  enough  are  before  us  to  ab- 
sorb the  prodigious  mass.  Where,  and  what  are  they^ 
While  estimate  after  estimate  has  been  produced  and 
proved  in  every  way  to  show  how  erroneous  is  this  sug- 
gestion, not  a  counter  calculation  is  exhibited,  and  the 
argument  is  contented  to  rest  upon  vague  surmise  and 
indefinite  and  sickly  anticipation.  The  evidence  of  every 
sense  is  to  be  distrusted  for  the  sake  of  a  partisan  theory. 
Faith  was  said  of  old  to  be  able  to  remove  mountains)  but 
it  is  now  maghlfied  into  an  energy  auflicient  to  disprove 
their  actual  and  obvious  existence.  There  is  the  mass  of 
evil  almost  before  your  eyes,  swi^lling  in  amount  and  mis- 
chief every  hour.  You  are  unable  to  reduce  it,  in  fact,  or 
by  any  probable  or  plausible  conjecture.  1  will  not  go 
over  calculations  which  have  been  repeated  many  times. 
I  adopt,  with  entire  confidence,  those  presented  yester- 
day by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cusb- 
ive,]  in  what  he  was  content  to  call  a  mere  business 
speech,  but  which  gave  to  business  all  the  attractiveness 
of  pleasure.  The  estinwtes  exhibited  by  him  were  lib- 
eral in  the  extreme;  yet  they  leave  an  excess  beyond 
the  proposed  distribution  and  threatened  expenditure 
combined.  What  is  the  consequence?  Why,  that  the 
sturdiest  enemies  of  distribution  are  unable  or  unwilling 
to  bring  their  creed  to  the  test  of  arithmetic:  they  sub- 
titute  prophecy  for  calculation;  they  prefer  conjecture 
to  reality;  they  do  not  venture  to  say  that  there  is  not, 
but  that  there  will  not  be,  a  fund  for  division.  When 
pressed  to  put  down  the  items  that  will  absorb  the  mas*, 
they  fly  to  items  of  fancy,  which  can  scarcely  be  made 
the  subjects  of  argument.  They  are  compelled  to  in- 
fuse  a  large  ingredient  of  very  remote  surmise  even 
into  their  vague  and  improbable  predictions.    Passing 


from  things  at  home,  where  extravaganoe,  though  vast^ 
is  not  absolutely  boundless,  they  suggest  a  possible  con- 
dition abroad.  A  European  war,  which,  at  some  un- 
certain da^,  may  break  out  and  involve  the  destinies  of 
America  m  its  consuming  vortex,  or  some  other  phan- 
tom, usurps  the  place  of  substance  and  reality.  Never 
did  an  occasion  exist  when,  in  a  state  of  peace,  treasures 
were  justly  heaped  together,  and  hoarded  up  to  await 
the  bare  contingency  of  future  war:  Vexatious!  and 
disreputable,  and  distressing,  as  the  disturbances  on  the 
Southwestern  frontier  undoubtedly  are,  I  cannot  agree 
that,  with  proper  treatment,  even  now,  they  are  suffi* 
ciently  formidable  to  interfere  with  the  principle  which 
I  have  thus  advanced.  In  free  Governments,  at  least, 
the  rule  is  settled  that  measures  to  sustain  warlike  expe- 
ditions and  movements  must,  in  the  main,  be  resorted  to 
whenever  the  emergency  may  chance  to  come.  Existing 
resources  must  be  cherished  and  improved.  But  to  dry 
up  the  fountain,  in  order  that  it  may  reserve  its  streams 
for  the  uses  of  futurity,  would  be  to  leave  the  present 
race  without  enjoyment,  and  to  deprive  posterity  of 
hope.  Miserable  would  be  the  condition  of  that  people 
who,  from  a  sickly  fear  of  undefined  danger-— a  feeling 
the  most  degrading  that  can  curse  our  nature — should 
burden  themselves  with  exactions  and  restraints,  should 
deny  themselves  suitable  expenditures  and  enjoyments, 
because  a  lurid  atar  might  happen  to  glimmer  in  the 
imagination  of  some  feeble-minded  statesmen.  They 
would  resemble  only  the  individual  who,  in  the  full  pos- 
session of  robust  and  vigorous  health,  but  incapable  of 
appreciating  or  enjoying  it,  should  deny  to  appetite^  its 
necessary  food,  and  minister  to  a  wholesQme  constitution 
the  nostrums  of  disease,  until  he  should  become  the 
prey  of  a  preposterous  and  pernicious  empiricism. 

Loans  are  resorted  to  when  they  are  required  by  ne- 
cessity. No  statesman  believes  that  he  can  carry  on  war 
without  them.  There  is  no  danger  of  disappointment 
in  the  hope  of  realizing  tliem,  unless  the  country,  in  its 
ordinary  course,  has  been  impoverished  by  withholding 
from  it  its  natural  and  proper  supplies.  Money  is  the 
sinews  of  war,  but  it  is  the  free-will  offering  of  the  open 
right  hand  of  peace.  It  is  the  fertilizing  spirit  which 
gives  life,  and  vigor,  and  activity,  to  all  things;  and  it 
cannot  be  withheld  except  with  the  effect  of  present 
suffering  and  future  imbecility. 

A  happier  thought  than  the  distribution,  at  least  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  has  seldom  been  con- 
ceived. It  reconciles  the  highest  attainable  practical 
good  with  the  strictest  construction  of  the  constitution- 
1  should  feel  no  necessity,  for  myself,  to  recur  to  this  in- 
termediate agency  (if  it  be  such)  of  the  States  for  dis- 
tribution. But  1  know  full  well  that  proud  and  honora- 
ble feelings  unite  with  sound  and  enlightened  judgment! 
in  requiring  it;  and  the  peculiar  mode  of  reaching  the 
object,  which  is  itself  free  from  reasonable  objection,  it 
rendered  indispensable.  If,  through  such  fahr  and  le*. 
gitimate  arrangements,  the  whole  country  can  be  brought 
to  harmonize  in  one  general  sense  of  concurring  appro- 
bation, how  full  of  benefits  and  blessings  is  the  pro- 
ceeding. 

When  the  purposes  of  the  General  Government  are 
fully  supplied,  it  is  best  that  its  connexion  with  the 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenues  should  cease.  It  it 
the  true  policy  of  the  constitution  that  the  National  Gov- 
ernment should  be  as  seldom  as  possible  seen  and  felts 
that,  in  all  external  relations,  it  should  present  the  for- 
midable aspect  of  power,  and  the  means  of  prosperous 
and  successful  intercourse  with  foreign  nations;  but  that 
at  home  even  the  benefits  which  it  sheds  upon  its  own 
citizens  should  be  experienced  as  nature  receives,  and 
prospers  under  the  influence  of,  her  refreshing  dews, 
while  the  sources  from  which  they  flow  are  impercepti- 
ble. The  organization  of  the  Government  does  not  even 
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contemplate  a  home  depaKment,  which  neceaiarily  ex* 
ista  as  a  branch  of  the  diflTerent  European  ayatems.  It 
exhibita  in  prominent  relief  a  bureau  of  foreign  affairs  as 
a  principal  agent,  resting  upon  military  and  naval  de- 
partmenU  aa  its  pillars,  if,  when  thus  unseen  in  the  di- 
rect performance  of  its  domestic  duties,  it  can  realize 
all  the  wished-for  results,  without  threat  of  danger  to 
the  liTeliest  sensibilities,  without  a  suspicion  of  usurpa- 
tion or  encroachment;  if  it  'can  mainUin  its  dignified 
bearing  and  successful  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
and  at  the  same  moment  ••  scatter  plenty  o'er  a  smiling 
nnd,^'  the  system  is  aa  brilliant  in  theory  as  Its  practical 
exercise  is  felicitous.  Were  I  the  warmest  persona) 
mend  of  the  President,  I  would  wish  him  no  richer  con- 
iolation,  no  happier  subject  for  reflection  in  the  calm 
erening  of  bia  lengthened  day,  than  a  belief  that  his  rec- 
ommendation  had  been  the  parent  of  this  most  salutary 
scheme.  It  would  be  less  perishable  than  a  Uurel  crown. 
were  I  the  warmest  of  his  political  adherents,  I  would 
cherish  it  as  the  brightest  ornament  of  his  public  career. 
It  would  be  more  ennobling  than  a  hundred  victories.  A 
whole  country  made  fair,  and  cheerful,  and  prosperous— 
a  whole  people  educated,  enlightened,  and  refined— are 
peaceful  monuments  of  enduring  Mrength  and  grandeur, 
surpassing  those  of  the  triumphal  arch  erected  on  the 
Mffennga  of  thousands  of  the  human  family. 

Whenever  the  period  has  arrived  at  which  distribution 
can  be  m^e  without  interfering  with  the  paramount  ne- 
oeaaities  of  the  nation,  it  can  justly  be  withheld  no  longer. 
By  the  oeasions  of  the  several  members  of  the  confederal 
tion  of  their  binds,  the  United  SUtes  became  not  a  mere 
proprietor,  but  a  trustee.  They  received  the  lands  in 
trust,  for  purposes  of  general  good,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  all  the  States.  How  much  might  be  realized 
from  this  great  trust  in  the  long  course  of  aftertime,  or 
how  long  its  products  woald  be  required  for  purposes 
merely  national,  was  not  foreseen  or  fancied.  It  would 
depend  upon  many  circumstances,  and  chiefly  upon  the 
rapid  growth  of  population  and  prosperity  in  the  States 
themselves,  which,  absorbing  the  private  lands  in  their 
own  limits,  would  send  forth  a  host  of  hardy  emigrants 
aa  pioneers  of  the  Western  wilderness.  As  long  as  the 
products  of  their  purchases  were  necessary  to  repleniih 
the  general  Treasury,  they  could  not  be  applied  to  other 
purposes.  They  would  not  be,  and  they  were  not,  dis- 
tributed. These  other  purposes  were  necessarily  post- 
poned  for  such  aa  were  primary  and  were  essential.  But 
when  the  objects  of  absolute  and  preliminary  use  should 
be  fully  satisfied,  and  the  sales  of  land  should  yield  only 
an  wiprofitable  and  dangerous  superfluity!  and  yet  when 
they  could  not  be  intermitted  without  checking  the 
progress  of  usefiil  emigration,  or  be  reduced  in  price 
without  violating  pledges  of  the  strongest  implication, 
and  plunging  into  ruin  a  countless  extent  of  private  in- 
terests—the ceded  lands  must  return  in  prolific  plenty 
to  the  people,  for  whom  thev  were  always  designed, 
and  to  whose  uses,  dtrectiv  or  indirectly,  they  ever  have 
been,  and  I  trust  ever  will  be,  sacredly  devoted.  It  mat- 
ters not  what  is  the  practicable  shape  they  may  Assume. 
The  prosperity  of  the  Union  is  essential  to  the  well-being 
of  the  States.  That  being  secured  by  an  appropriation 
of  all  that  it  requires,  the  States  themselves  will  receive 
and  dispose  of,  directly  for  themselves,  the  funds  which 
their  own  grants  hsve  created.  The  trust  was  not  con- 
fined to  purposes  of  war  or  peace.  It  was  not  limited 
by  any  futile  attempts  at  preternatural  anticipation.  Its 
products  were  to  be  applied  as  circumstances,  regelated 
only  by  our  own  energies,  encouraged  by  the  smiles  of 
Providence,  might  require.  The  constitution  was  wisely 
confined  to  the  provision  of  means  for  creating  revenue. 
It  conferred  upon  the  proper  department  in  the  distri- 
bution of  powers— the  Legislature— «n  authority  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises^  but  it 


provided  no  rule  for  the  disposition  of  excessive  wealth. 
In  the  absence  of  constitutional  provisions,  we  have  been 
turned  by  gentlemen  to  the  articlea  of  confederation, 
as  the  true  interpreter  of  the  grants  by  the  States.  The 
search  Is,  if  possible,  still  more  unprofitable  there.  Why 
should  it  not  be  wo}  That  instrument,  as  well  as  its  suc- 
cessor, (the  constitution,)  was  the  offspring  of  a  repre- 
sentation considerably  wider  than  that  of  the  people 
from  whom  the  lands  were  derived.  To  have  permitted 
it  to  control  the  grants  themselves,  which  upon  well-es- 
tablished principles  can,  if  they  please,  alone  regulate 
what  they  cede,  would  be  illegal  and  unjust.  The  ob- 
jects of  the  trust  must  be  looked  for  only  in  the  Unguage 
and  spirit  of  the  g^rants,  and  in  the  fitness  and  propriety 
of  thing^.  Betides,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  how 
an  earlier  could  be  the  corollary  of  a  later  instrument! 
how  a  confederation  formed  on  the  9th  of  July,  1778, 
could  be  designed  as  the  commentary  upon  a  series  of 
cessions  to  which  it  was  long  anterior;  the  first  of  them 
not  having  taken  place  until  the  1st  of  March,  1781,  and 
the  last  until  the  34th  of  April,  1802.  As  must  ineviU- 
bly  be  the  case,  there  is  not  a  word  in  the  articles  of 
confederation  which  bears  upon  the  question,  or  can  be 
tortured  into  an  exponent  of  the  several  grants. 

If  there  be  no  excuse  in  positive  prohibition;  in  im- 
plied or  express  devotion  to  other  objects,  or  in  neces- 
sary usefc  for  the  money  elsewhere,  (any  one  of  which 
would  be  clearly  paramount,)  what  reason  can  be  of- 
fered for  withholding  from  the  people  their  obvious  and 
acknowledged  right?  Who  can  justify  a  postponement 
that  would  thus  become  unnatural?  With  these  sources 
of  prosperity  at  hand,  the  nation  may  advance,  in  the 
short  space  of  months,  to  a  situation  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  in  centuries  it  ro'ght  not  reach «  yet  the 
bright  prospect  is  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  long-cherisKcd 
hope  of  the  nation  is  to  be  still  deferred,  while  the  de- 
sired  object  is  almost  within  its  tantalized  grasp,  and  all 
for  the  employment  of  a  subtle  scruple,  or  the  indul- 
gence of  an  idle  fear. 

As  it  is  admitted  that  the  distribution  so  ardently  de- 
sired hss  thus  far  been  postponed  to  the  actual  wants  of 
tlie  Government,  it  is  conceded  now  that  these,  so  far  as 
they  are  reasonable,  shall  be  first  supplied.  Look  to  the 
fixed  objecU  of  appropriation.  Throw  in  the  contingen- 
cies, ordinary  and  extraordinary.  Let  them  neither  be 
exaggerated  nor  stinted.  Before  you  come  to  the  work 
of  expenditure,  agree  to  a  division  of  the  surplus  (hat 
shall  remain;  and  we  will  cordially  unite  with  you  in  lib- 
eral expenditures,  if  they  are  not  positively  extravsgaut 
and^injust. 

The  appropriation  bill  for  fortifications  is  a  liberal 
one.  It  was  reported  at  a  time  when  I  am  sure  there 
was  the  strongest  disposition  to  make  it  so.  Speaking 
as  a  member  of  the  comniittee  which  reported  it,  1  be- 
lieve there  was  scarcely  aiiy  thing  within  the  compass  of 
a  richly  endowed  Treasury,  which  would  consist  with 
other  eaually  important  arrangements,  that  would  not 
cheerfully  have  been  devoted  to  the  necessary  defence, 
and  even  warlike  preparations  of  the  country.  If  a  pro- 
posal  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
navy  was  not  equally  acceptable,  it  waa  because  it  did 
not  embrace  a  more  comprehensive  and  vigorous  plan 
of  general  protection;  because,  by  far  the  larger  part  of 
the  navy,  although  in  one  sense  slready  existing,  was 
yet  to  be  made  available,  before  increase  could  be  prop- 
erly or  usefiilly  applied  to  it;  and  because  all  other  de- 
fences were  fearfully  and  shamefully  defective.  The 
bill  now  before  us  was  reported  on  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber, at  a  moment  when  the  pacific  relations  of  the  coun- 
try were  suspended  by  a  single  thread.  The  supple- 
mental message  of  the  President  appeared  on  the  I8lh 
of  January,  bearing  date  the  15th  of  the  month,  recom- 
mending a  prohibition  of  Frerch  product^  and  of  the 
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entry  of  French  vessets  into  our  porta.  On  the  23d  of 
January  a  bill,  precisely  such  as  seemed  desirable,  was 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  Its  object 
was  not  to  increase  the  navy  to  the  extent  of  a  single 
plank.  Such  a  proposition  would  have  been,  during  a 
moment  of  serious  exigency,  both  useless  and  impracti- 
cable. It  proposed  merely  the  appropriation  of  a  suffi- 
cient sum  (in  blank)  to  complete  the  vessels  building,  to 
repair  and  equip  for  sea  those  in  ordinary,  and  to  pro- 
cure materials  for  rebuilding  those  for  which  partial  ap- 
propriations had  before  been  made.  All  of  these  objects 
were  attainable.  The  mediation  of  Great  Britain  did  not 
reach  us  until  the  8th  of  February,  about  a  fortnight 
afterwards.  Under  such  circumstances,  and  with  a  pres- 
sure so  extreme,  it  might  naturally  be  supposed  that  the 
call  was  at  least  as  large  then  as  it  ought  to  be  now.  It 
contemplates,  in  its  original  shape,  expenditures  for  its 
especial  objects,  amounting  to  something  less  than 
12,000,000.  A  corresponding  bill,  which  was  passed  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1834,  called  for  only  $870,594.  A 
single  amendment  has  been  offered,  asking  for  $700,000 
more.  The  original  bill  and  this  amendment  combined 
do  not  bear  any  great  disproportion  to  the  call  in  1834; 
as  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that,  for  causes  to  which  per- 
sonally I  am  a  stranger,  there  was  no  appropriation  to 
these  objects  in  1835.  Although,  for  reasons  not  exactly 
similar  to  those  which  existed  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I 
would  not  be  indisposed  to  adopt  the  items  of  the  bill, 
and  the  amendment  too,  if  they  can  be  usefully  expend- 
ed during  the  current  year.  They  will  at  least  relieve 
the  plethoric  Treasury  of  a  portion  of  its  load.  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  applaud  the  skill  in  strategy  which  the 
amendment  would  have  indicated,  but  for  the  declara- 
tion of  the  mover  of  it,  that  he  disbelieves  in  the  exist- 
ence of  a  redundant  revenue. 

For  the  navy  I  would  go  much  further.  Few  can 
doubt  that  when  this  nation  disregards  its  maritime  in- 
terests, it  will  forget  its  truest  friend  in  peace,  its  most 
efficient  champion  in  war,  its  proudest  ornament  at  all 
times.  It  will  turn  aside  from  the  high  behests  of 
Heaven,  which  has  commited  to  it  the  protection  of  a 
coast,  the  vast  extent  of  which  proclaims  the  guardian- 
ship it  requires;  and  a  population  whose  daring  Qualities 
fit  them  especially  for  the  perils  of  the  sea,  and  whose 
intense  activity  never  can  be  satisfied  except  with  the  op- 
portunity  of  penetrating  into  every  corner  of  the  globe. 
Navy  yards,  docks,  and  convenient  harbors,  are  objects 
of  primary  innportance,  as  they  are  the  positions  in  which 
this  favorite  limb  of  our  gigantic  system  can  occasionally 
repose.  It  is  a  limb  which  cannot  be  touched  amiss  with- 
out making  every  nerve  in  the  great  body  itself  to  thrill, 
every  artery  to  swell,  every  pulse  to  beat  in  redoubled 
quickness.  The  number  and  position  of  these  navy  stations, 
as  they  now  exist,  (except,  of  course,  that  of  Pensacola,) 
and  the  absence  of  them  where  they  do  not,  are  points  of 
policy  much  earlier  in  their  origin  than  That  of  the  present 
administration.  At  a  period  which,  in  these  degenerate 
and  distracted  limes,  we  are  in  the  habit  of  looking  back 
to,  historically,  as  the  golden  age  of  the  republic,  all  of 
them  were  selected.  Even  that  period  of  comparative 
brightness  had  its  cloudy  days;  and  what  period  of  indi- 
vidual or  national  existence  is  without  themr  During  the 
ytty  month  when  this  measure  was  adopted,  the  boldest, 
and,  for  a  time  the  most  unpopular,  act  of  the  first  ad- 
ministration was  taken— that  of  sending  Mr.  Jay  as  envoy 
to  England;  and  thus  preserving,  as  an  efficient  navy  will 
be  the  means  of  preserving,  the  happy  neutrality  of  the 
country. 

These  events  occurred  in  the  time  of  General  Wash- 
ington, who,  though  himself  a  Virg^inian,  and  like  every 
other  child  of  that  magna  maier  virum^  justly  proud  of 
his  maternity,  was  as  little  likely  to  be  influenced  by 
sectional  feelings  as  any  of  his  countrymen.  He  certainly 


had  no  especial  predilections  for  the  North,  or  any  dispo- 
sition to  disparage  or  postpone  the  Southern  portion  of  his 
country.  Under  his  auspices,  and  by  his  personal  d1rec« 
tion,  as  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  long  be- 
fore a  Navy  Department  existed,  the  selection  was  made« 
After  careful  re-examination,  the  selections  thus  made 
were  confirmed  by  a  succeeding  administration,  and  the 
positions  have  been  practically  approved  by  every  ad- 
miniatration  which  followed,  to  the  present  time,  inclu- 
ding a  period  of  more  than  forty  years.  Thus,  after  de- 
liberate selection  and  repeated  approval,  after  receiving 
the  sanction  of  well-tried  experience  and  protracted  time, 
it  requires  little  argument  to  prove  that  a  change  ought 
not  to  be  made  without  great  deliberation  and  satisfactory 
cause.  In  sustaining  them,  we  are  not  to  be  considered 
M  supporting  the  policy  of  this  administration,  or  the 
especial  policy  of  any  individual,  but  that  system  which 
is  to  be  regarded  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  republic. 
All  the  institutions  of  the  country,  resting  upon  a  basis 
broader  and  deeper  still,  might  as  well  be  identified 
with  the  peculiar  policy  of  a  particular  administration,  if 
its  mere  and  necessary,  and  it  may  be  reluctant,  adop- 
tion of  them,  should  make  them  in  any  respect  its  own. 
We  do  not  embrace  the  principles  or  sustain  the  policy 
of  the  administration.  If  it  has  adopted  and  is  sustaining 
ours  in  any  particulars,  it  is  no  reason  for  our  abandoning 
that  which,  long  before  the  existence  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, became  our  own. 

In  the  selection  of  positions  for  any  of  the  works  of 
national  utility,  or  of  protection  from  the  wars  of  the 
elements  or  man,  no  preference  can  or  ought  to  be  gften 
to  one  portion  of  the  coast,  or  country,  unless  that  pref- 
erence is  already  pointed  out  by  nature,  and  circum- 
stances that  are  beyond  control.  To  submit  to  the  awards 
of  Providence  is  not  to  make  a  preference.  It  is  scarcely 
to  create  an  equality.  You  avail  yourself  of  local  advan- 
tages, or  supply  local  wants,  where  it  is  practicable 
to  do  so,  without  interfering  with  the  constitution,  or  the 
just  and  equal  distribution  of  public  benefits,  wherever 
they  can  be  bestowed.  In  a  well-regulated  system, 
funds  are  disbursed  where  they  are  required,  and  where 
they  can  be  made  available;  and  no  proper  judgment  can 
expect  that,  because  they  have  been  expended  where 
they  are  required,  they  should  be  thrown  away  Where 
they  are  not.  If  Philadelphia  happens  to  be  placed  not 
far  from  the  head  of  tidewaters  of  a  long  and  difficult 
navigation,  at  the  entrance  of  which  into  the  broad 
ocean  a  climate  is  found,  under  the  auspices  of  which 
the  ancients  would  have  said  the  cave  of  JEo\ua  was  dug, 
more  than  a  million  is  expended  upon  a  breakwater;  yet 
you  still  leave  the  harbor  inferior  to  those  of  the  acces 
sible  cities  of  the  North,  or  of  the  more  genial  climate  of 
the  South.  Upon  these  nothing  would  be  expended  for 
similar  works  in  order  to  create  a  mere  equality  in  theory 
where  there  is  no  practical  preference  or  postponement. 
Fortifications  and  other  like  measures  of  defence,  to  pre- 
vent and  repel  encroachments  from  the  ocean  or  terri- 
torial neighbors,  are  resorted  to  on  the  sea-girt  or  land- 
encircled  borders  of  the  country.  A  happy  exemption 
from  simfilar  perils  obviates  the  call  for  such  provisions 
for  the  rising  capitals  of  the  interior.  Lig^ht-liouses,  and 
piers,  and  harbors,  and  even  Indian  agencies,  and  all  the 
muniments  of  war,  and  appliances  of  peaceful  preparation, 
are  provided  where  congruity  and  the  fitness  of  things 
require  them,  but  they  would  be  idle  and  unprofitable  ex- 
penditures elsewhere. 

Several  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  recent  discussions, 
have  placed  (I  think  deservedly)  at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  objects  of  merited  expenditure  and  regard,  our  im- 
perfectly constituted  navy.  Is  it  not  worthy  of  protec- 
tion? I  am  not  proclaiming  its  eulogiom.  Let  its  own 
unvarnished  history  speak,  and  interest  alone,  without 
borrowing  for  it  a  single  ray  of  well-earned  glory,  will 
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oonfira  tbe  policy.  When  the  fint  few  ihips  latled 
which  still  bear  their  flag  with  honor  into  erery  sea,  the 
benefieial  effect  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country,  and 
consequently  upon  iu  general  prosperity,  was  immediate 
and  unquestionable.  Insamnce,  at  that  time  extrava- 
gantly high,  fell  at  once  one  half  on  voyages  to  China 
and  the  East  Indies,  and  to  other  plaoes  in  proportion. 
A  committee  of  this  Bouse,  reporting  on  the  17th  Janu- 
ary, 1799,  on  that  part  of  the  President's  message  which 
relates  to  a  naval  establishment,  estimate  the  saving  on 
diflTerent  objects  at  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  the 
eflfect  is  wonderful. 
They  estimate  the  exports  and  imports  for 

one  year  at        -  -  -  .  >1 00^000^000 

Vesseh  employed  in  foreign  trade,  -      27, 126,400 

Coasters  and  fishermen,    -  -  .        7,178,7dO 


#134,305,160 


Of  which,  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  saved 
on  the  first  two  items,  ana  one  per  cent, 
on  the  last,  amount  to    •  •  #9,578,517  60 

And  the  annual  expense  of  the  existing 
navy  was  ...  .  2,434,261  10 

Making  a  pecuniary  gain  of 


#7,144,256  50 


**  Timely  disbursements  to  provide  for  danger,*'  said 
General  Washington,  *<  frequently  prevent  much  greater 
disbursements  to  repel  it.*'  A  suitable  marine  was  not 
possessed  before  the  war  upon  our  trade  was  begun  bv 
the  two  great  belligerent  nations,  who  vied  with  each 
other  not  more  in  their  mighty  struggles  for  supremacy 
than  in  their  ruthless  violation  of  neutral  rights.  It  was 
well  remarked  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  com- 
munication  to  a  committee  of  th<s  House,  at  the  close  of 
the  year  1798,  that  if  it  had  been,  we  should  not  have 
lost,  by  depredations  on  our  trade,  four  times  tbe  sum 
necessary  to  create  and  maintain  it  during  the  whole 
time  the  war  had  existed  in  EUirope.  Re  add^  with 
prophetic  spirit:  «If  we  do  not  profit  by  experience, 
and  put  ourselves  in  a  situation  to  resent  insult  and  pun- 
ish  aggression,  nothing  is  more  hkely  than  that  in  less 
(ban  half  a  dozen  years  another  occasion  may  be  pre- 
sented for  a  repetition  of  the  same  mortifying  observa- 
tion." The  mortifying  observation  was  repeated.  It 
was  repeated  for  more  than  thirty  vears  absolutely  in 
vain.  At  the  expiration  of  a  still  longer  period,  the 
nation  was  on  the  eve  of  a  war  of  countless  expenditure 
of  blood  and  treasure,  to  recover  (as  was  supposed) 
amends  of  reprisals  for  withholding  the  payment  of  about 
one  half  of  the  principal  sum,  for  the  payment  of  which 
a  slow  promise  bad  at  length  been  wrung.  What  a 
world  of  loss  and  trouble  had  been  saved  by  a  recourse 
to  early  and  honorable  and  glorious  prevention! 

To  meet  the  objects  of  the  country,  actual  increase  in 
the  number  of  vessels  is  not  so  immediately  necessary  as 
a  vigorous  use  of  those  which  already  exist  in  completion 
or  in  progress.  Put  into  the  water  what  we  are  furnish- 
ed with  on  paper,  and  the  interest  and  honor  of  the 
nation  will  not  be  held  lightly  in  any  quarter  of  the 
globe.  The  great  Frederick  of  Prussia  once  declared 
that,  without  a  hundred  ships  of  the  line,  and  a  hundred 
thousand  sailors,  a  nation  ought  not  to  expose  itself  upon 
the  ocean.  He  misjudged.  Thirteen  ships  of  the  line, 
all  of  them  of  majestic  proportions,  and  most  of  them 
of  stubborn  stuff,  one  of  them,  as  she  is  familiarly  called, 
the  largest  ship  in  the  world;  fourteen  frigates  of  the 
first  CUBS,  (only  three  of  which  are  on  the  ocean,  and 
others  of  them  are  unfit  for  sea  service t)  two  frigates  of 
the  aecond  class,  and  fifteen  sloops  of  war,  besides 
smaller  vessels  and  steamboats,  would  present,  if  in  con- 
dition, a  squadron  of  four-and-forty  hearts  of  oak,  of 
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which,  when  equipped  and  manned,  and  bristling  with 
formidable  armaments,  and  spreading  their  white  wings, 
and  boMly  careering  on  the  deep,  any  crowned  head  in 
Christendom  might  well  be  proud.  Hundreds  of  gallant 
officers  stand  straining  in  the  slips,  anxioua  for  employ* 
ment  and  promotion.  Thousands  of  swelling  bosoms  are 
panting  for  their  places,  whenever  they  shall  be  ren. 
dered  vacant  by  the  budding  honors  of  those  whom  they 
are  hoping  to  succeed. 

I  say  not  a  word  of  preparing  for  war  in  time  of  peacei 
although  there  is  certainly  a  position. which  is  desirable 
for  every  nation,  where,  in  the  words  of  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  these  United  States,  it  *'  may  choose  peace  or 
war,  as  interest,  glided  by  justice,  shall  countel.'*  The 
true  object  of  every  preparation  is,  the  maintenance  of 
an  honorable  and  a  prosperous  pesi^.  Peace  is  the 
natural  condition  of  naankind;  it  is  the  condition  of  true 
dignity  and  real  usefulness.  That  nation  which  will  not 
preserve  it  while  it  can  must  be  pred^posed,  like  the 
ancient  Carthaginians,  to  sacrifiise  its  children'  to  idols. 
By  self-respect,  at  all  times  carefully  maintained,  and  a 
readiness,  not  ostentatiously  exhibited,  to  enforce  re* 
spect  from  others  who  are  disposed  to  withhold  it,  it  will 
secure  the  applause  of  men  and  angels. 

Among  the  important  measures  almost  immediately 
before  us,  I  have  adverted  to  the  one  of  proposed  inves- 
tigation  and  scrutiny  into  the  condition  of  the  public 
moneys  in  the  deposite  banks.  A  considerable  time  ago, 
inquiries  of  a  different  character,  and  with  different  ob. 
jects,  were  suggested  in  debate,  which  were  then  made 
the  topics  of  consideration  and  remark.  I  am  the  rather 
induced  to  urge  the  right  of  such  inquiries,  because  of 
the  authority  which  was  then  imputed  to  the  mere  sug- 
gestions of  tbe  heads  of  particular  bureaus.  Granting, 
for  the  srgument's  sake,  all  the  ability,  experience,  dili- 
gence, and  skill,  which  were  claimed  for  them,  can  the 
existence  of  all  those  qualities  close  the  book  in  which 
our  duties  are  written,  or  mske  the  measure  of  our  per- 
formsnce  of  them  full?  I  join  issue  with  the  argument 
which  would  create  or  shift  a  burden  of  proof  as  to  the 
propriety  or  fallibility  of  a  communication  the  moment 
It  is  made.  Were  it  so,  a  Secretary  would  have  nothing 
to  do  hot  close  his  Hps  to  explanations,  and  the  wildest 
estimates  that  folly  ever  framed  become  irrevocable  tew, 
as  disproof  may  be  impracticable;  because  it  depends 
upon  the  very  information  that  is  thus  withheld.  The 
condition  of  this  body  would  resemble  the  occasional 
state  of  the  by-gone  Parliaments  of  France,  which,  ia 
the  presence  of  an  absolute  monarch,  reposing  literally 
on  his  bed  of  power,  miscalled  his  «  bed  or  justice," 
registered  his  decrees  in  abject  and  inevitable  submission 
to  his  will. 

The  little  experience  I  have  had  in  legislation  informs 
me  that  practice  is  quite  at  variance  with  this  presump- 
tion of  infallibility  on  the  part  of  executive  officers,  inde- 
pendently of  all  questions  as  to  their  intelligence  or 
worth.  Inquiries  are  made,  and  explanations  are  called 
for,  in  all  instances  when  the  members  of  committees 
are  not  satisfied  for  themselves.  Simiter  resulu  aa'ait 
similar  duties  in  the  House.  No  where  is  the  nuiiiu§ 
addieiui  jurare  rule  of  Horace  more  applicable  than  in 
matters  of  legislation.  Taste  may  be  formed  and  exer- 
cised, partially,  at  least,  by  faith;  but  the  true  perform* 
ance  of  legislative  duties  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  consequence 
of  sight  alone.  Push  the  suggestion  home,  snd  observe 
to  what  pernicious  consequences,  to  what  false  inferen- 
ces, it  will  lead.  If  the  sayings  of  the  Departments  are 
binding,  their  doings  ought  to  be  equally  infallible. 
Every  thing,  past  and  present,  ts  to  be  ref^rded  as  in  a 
condition  of  perfect  security;  all  our  rektions  are  proa* 
perous,  because  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  keep 
them  so!  At  least,  concentrating  in  itself  the  details  of 
universal  agency^  placed  on  an  eminence  that  it  may  sur- 
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yey  the  whole  surroundingf  hemisphere,  it  should  mark 
every   rising  vapor,  perceive  every  distant  cloud,   and 
foretell  the  coining  storm;  or  leave  the  nation  assured 
that  an  unclouded  sky  extends  to  the  utmost  limits  of 
the  vast  horizon  that  every  where  surrounds  it.     Have 
the  sentinels  on  the  watchtower  discharged  these  duties 
faithfully?    Is  the  country  provided  with  all  it  should  de- 
sire?   Has  nothing  mischievous  been  done,  or  nothing 
food  omitted  to  be  done?    Has  nothing  been  lost,  or  put 
in  jeopard}^,  that  vigilance  might  have  guarded  against, 
or  precaution  saved ^    On  these  occasions,  when  this  le- 
gislative tribunal  sits  in  solemn  judgment  to  consider  the 
state  of  the  Union,  it  seems  to  be  usual  to  look  behind  us, 
and  around  us,  and  before  us,  and  to  gather  together  all  that 
may  gild  or  tarnish  the  recollection  of  the  past,  or  cheer  or 
darken  our  future  destiny.  What  part,  then,  of  your  nation- 
al preparations,  either  for  peace  or  war,  is  in  a  condition 
of  which  you  could  venture  to  be  proud?    Come  with 
me  along  the  whole  line  of  seacoast  from  Maine  to  Flori- 
da, from*  the  confines  of  Canada  to  the  debatable  limits 
of  Mezicot    will  the  eye  of  doating  confidence  itself 
slumber  over  the  numerous  defenceless  and  dismantled 
fortifications — the  dust  and  ashes  which  remain  to  mark 
the  place  where  stood  at  least  one  feeble  tower  of  de- 
fence— the  crumbling  ruins  of  I  know  not  how  many 
more?    The  whole  lengthened  line  is  naked  and  de- 
fenceless, either  from  the  want  of  provision  of-perma* 
Dent  objects  of  reliance,  or  from  an  omission  to  supply 
the  relinquishments  which  time  and  accident  require. 
All  the  Southern  shore,  every  inch  of  it,  according  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  has  been  ■<  shamefully  neglected" 
in  the  article  even  of  navy  yards,  to  say  nothing  of  more 
important  provisions  for  a  time  of  need.     I  take  for  the 
,  argument  bis  better  knowledge,  instead  and  in  prefer- 
ence to  my  own  inferences,  founded,  it  seems,  on  a  fal- 
lacious coitfidence,  at  least  to  this  extent.     1  had  sup- 
posed, in  undoubting  trust,  that  suitable  stations  did  not 
exist  in  that  quarter;  that  the  depth  of  water  was  not  suf- 
ficient; or  that  some  other  overruling  cause  had  forbid- 
den the  attempt;  and  not  that  the  providence  of  God 
had  been  shamefully  neglected,  or  that  it  was  disgrace- 
fully thwarted  by  the  want  of  providence  of  man. 

But  the  stations  that  exist,  are  they  supplied?    Have 
they  men,  or  have  they  armaments?    Could  a  salute  have 
been  fired  if  the  harbinger  of  glad  tidings  had  chanced, 
on  a  late  occasion,  to  spread  his  white  banner  in  the  view 
of  almost  any  one  of  them?     I  speak  not  at  all  of  warlike 
preparations,  but  of  those  which  become  the  piping  times 
of  peace.     It  was  long  since  known  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  this  House,  (although  then  wisely  communica- 
ted by  the  Departmemt  almost  in  sacred  confidence,  lest 
mischief  might  happen  frotn  its  publication,)  that  scarce- 
ly a  gun  or  a  gun-carriage  in  any  of  the  proper  abiding- 
places,  if  such  things  existed  at  all,  was  fit  for  any  service, 
except  the  very  menial  service  of  a  by-word  and  a  reproach. 
Your  naval  preparations:  are  they  essentially  efficient 
and  mature?    I  will  not  repeat  the  defects  in  maritime 
arrangement,  with  the  complaints  of  which  the  whole 
country  undoubtedly  resounds,  from  careless  contracts, 
up  to  the  defective  (because  not  understood)  discipline 
which  ought  to  bind  together  the  component  parts  of 
this  interesting  and  powerful  machine.    But  }  our  sloops 
of  war:  do  they  maintain  the  gallant  bearing,  the  proud 
supremacy  in  swifXness  and  in  strength,  in  ^race  and 
beauty  of  proportion,  in  fitness  for  all  their  duties,  which 
were  once  accorded  to  them  in  every  sea?    Vour  offi- 
cers: are  they  encouraged  and  kept  in  heart  by  becom- 
ing selections  and  employnoents,  that  would  serve  as  the 
reward  of  merit  and  the  crown  of  zeal  ?    Are  their  ar- 
dent sensibilities  fanned  with  the  hopeof  seasotiable  pro- 
motion? or  are  the  wisest  and  the  weakest  heads  suffered 
alike  to  grow  gray  in  situations  of  subordinate  rank? 


Your  public  moneys — but  I  forbear  to  press  the  inquiry 
here.     Clouds  and  darkness  rest  upon  them! 

Your  Western  and  Southwestern  frontier:  has  it  been 
guarded  against  the  attacks  of  murderous  savages'  Are 
the  properties  and  the  lives  of  the  citizens?  and  have  they 
been  exposed  to  no  unnecessary  ravages — to  no  mischiefs 
that  could  have  been  foreseen  and  avoided?  Huve  trea- 
ties been  regarded  on  our  side;  and  has  not  the  fulfilment 
of  them  been  unduly  exacted  upon  theirs?  It  is  no 
longer  unknown  to  any  who  have  chosen  to  inquire,  thai 
intimations  of  the  approaching  storm  were  given  again 
and  again,  and  were  as  of\en  disregarded.  As  long  ago 
as  March,  1835,  from  the  highest  official  sources,  cau- 
tions were  communicated  against  attempts  to  enforce 
against  the  Seminole  tribe  a  doubtful  treaty;  or,  if  it 
should  be  intended  to  be  enforced,  that  competent  means 
should  be  at  hand  to  induce  submission,  or  it  would  end 
in  the  butchery  of  these  poor  savages.  Every  precaution 
was  omitted,  and  every  prediction  was  verified,  except 
that  the  expected  victims  became  the  ministers  of  the 
sacrifice. 

These  inquiries  and  suggestions  are  not  made  in  the 
way  of  unnecessary  reproach,  but  with  a  view  to  unite  in 
preparing  to  meet  and  breast  the  coming  wave  which 
more  than  threatens  to  swell  and  break  on  our  borders, 
from  the  Gulf  of  Meiico,  all  along  perhaps  to  Lake  Su- 
perior. Nothing  is  so  contagious  as  the  zeal  derived  from 
victory.  It  is  especially  so  among  those  with  whom  suc- 
cess waa  probably  altogether  unexpected;  and  among 
whom  not  to  be  defeated  is  to  overcome. 

Depend  upon  it,  there  is  no  error  in  a  popular  Govern- 
ment half  so  fatal,  no  delusion  so  bewitching,  and  yet  so 
likely  to  betray,  as  a  blind  confidence  in  those  who  hsp- 
pen  for  the  time  to  rule.  A  burden  of  undoubting  faith 
in  the  infallibility  of  a  Government,  and  the  necessity  of 
disproving  it  when  the  means  of  so  doing  are  withheld, 
would  resemble  the  slavery  of  the  victims  of  that  bond- 
age which  bound  them  to  a  task  which  was  rendered 
impracticable  by  the  absence  of  the  materials  with  which 
it  was  to  be  performed. 

An  honorable  gentleman  complained  the  other  day 
that  we  were  hurried  into  repeated  expenditures  for 
hostilities  of  which  no  record  could  be  found.  The 
traveller  passing  over  those  deserted  fields  will  find  a 
mournful  record  of  blood  and  ashes:  farms  destroyed— 
houses  burnt  or  pillaged— inhabitants  driven  off  or  slain. 
An  Indian  warfare  admits  of  none  of  the  ordinary  records  in 
which  are  inscribed  the  causes  of  the  hostilities  of  civil- 
ized  man.  No  warning  herald's  voice  proclaims  the  in- 
tended invasion,  which  is  announced  only  by  the  war- 
whoop  that  accompanies  it.  The  death-dealing  toma- 
hawk is  substituted  for  the  herald's  spear.  The  mani- 
festo that  proclaims  the  catalogue  of  wrongs  which  are 
about  to  be  avenged,  is  written  only  on  the  tablets  of 
bleeding  human  hearts. 

These  disasters  have  come  upon  our  borders  without 
being  met  by  competent  preparation  and  successful  re- 
sistance. Still,  in  a  conflict  between  placing  diaburse- 
ments  in  the  hands  of  those  whom  I  did  not  contribute  to 
elevate  to  high  places,  on  the  one  hand,  and  seeing  the 
country  suffer  from  tlie  want  of  them  on  the  other,  I  can- 
not hesitate.  Patronage  may  he  abused  for  a  season,  and 
we  may  mourn  over  the  abuse  of  it;  but  the  energies  of 
patriotism  will  rise  above  the  most  untoward  temporary 
influences.  These  are,  it  is  hoped,  but  domestic  vapors, 
which  the  next  sun's  rays  may  dissolve  or  dissipate* 
while  a  stain  upon  the  honor  or  interests  of  the  country 
may  be  indelible.  In  the  preparations  that  are  made  for 
continuing  peace  or  contingent  war,  in  all  that  is  hoped 
for  and  all  that  is  feared,  the  lessons  of  true  wisdom  and 
universal  experience  teach  us  that  we  be  true  to  our- 
selves. Whatever  is  necessary  to  protect  the  citizen,  to 
defend  the  country-^wbether  the  foe  prowl  in  the  forest 
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or  move  upon  the  deep—- must  be  provided,  cost  what  it 
may.  The  fairest  claims  on  foreign  Powers,  the  sound- 
est arguments  that  can  sustain  them,  are  disregarded 
among  nations  unless  they  are  backed  by  strength. 
••There  can  be  no  greater  error,"  says  Genera!  Wash- 
ington, ••  than  to  expect  or  calculate  upon  real  fisvors 
from  nation  to  nation.  'Tis  an  illusion  which  experi- 
ence must  cure,  which  a  just  pride  ought  to  discard." 
It  is  the  happy  and  sagacious  thought  of  a  writer  on  the 
military  policy  of  Great  Britain,  who  thinks  scarcely  less 
like  a  statesman  than  a  soldier,  that,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  case  in  the  golden  age,  Astrsea  has  never 
since  been  acknowledged  upon  earth,  when  she  has  for- 
gotten to  bring  along  with  her  her  sword. 
When  Mr.  I]reKSsoi.L  had  concluded, 
Mr.  HALL,  of  Vermont,  rose  and  said  he  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents  to  re- 
main longer  silent  in  relation  to  events  which  were  daily 
passing  before  him.  He  would  have  preferred  to  submit 
the  very  general  view  which  he  intended  to  take  of  some 
of  the  most  important  measures  before  Congress,  when 
a  bill  then  on  the  table  from  the  Senate  (t^®  l&n<l  ^i^O 
should  come  up  for  discussion;  but  he  had  very  lately 
been  warned,  by  some  rather  ominous  votes  of  the 
House,  that  it  might  be  the  pleasure  of  gentlemen  to 
prevent  any  direct  action  of  the  House  on  that  bill,  and 
he  bad  therefore  determined  to  avail  himself  of  the 
present  occasion.  He  knew  it  was  the  desire  of  gentfe- 
inen  to  take  the  question  that  night,  and  he  should  con- 
dense his  remarks  in  such  a  manner  as  to  occupy  as  little 
of  the  time  of  the  committee  as  was  practicable. 

We  have,  as  1  think,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  reached  a  new 
and  extraordinary  erai  In  the  affairs  of  this  nation. 
When  we  came  together  in  December,  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  an  excitement  arising  out  of  an  apprehended 
war  with  France.  During  the  existence  of  that  excite- 
ment, when  it  was  supposed  by  the  country  that  real 
and  imminent  danger  existed  of  an  almost  immediate 
war  with  a  most  powerful  foreign  nation,  we  were  fur- 
nished by  the  Executive  with  an  estimate  of  appropria- 
tions which  would  be  required  for  the  year.  Do  you 
remember,  sir,  the  amount  of  those  requisitions?  I  will 
remind  you  of  them.  They  were  as  follows: 
Ordinary  appropriations  specifically  call- 
ed for,   $17,515,933 

Computation  of  extraordinary  appropria- 
tions, to  meet  all  anticipated  contingen- 
cies,       5,617,707 


Making,  in  the  whole. 


f  23, 133.640 


This,  sir,  you  will  observe,  was  the  estimate  submitted 
to  us  during  the  existence  of  our  difficulties  with  France; 
a  war  estimate;  or,  at  least,  such  an  estimate  as  the  ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government  thought  it  proper  to 
recommend,  under  the  possible,  if  not  probable,  contin- 
gency of  a  war  with  a  powerful  foreign  nation.  And  a 
comparison  of  the  amount  with  former  estimates  will 
show  that  it  greatly  exceeded  those  of  previous  years; 
and  that,  upon  the  principles  on  which  the  Government 
baa  heretofore  acted,  it  could  only  be  justified  by  the 
uncertain  and  somewhat  alarming  state  of  our  foreign 
affairs.  Now,  sir,  all  our  difficulties  are  amicably  ad- 
justed; the  nation  is  at  peace;  no  foreign  war  is  appre- 
hended; and  suddenly,  as  if  by  magic,  a  new  warlike 
watchword  is  rung  In  our  ears.  It  is  sounded  from  the 
Capitol,  echoed  in  the  newspapers,  sought  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  streets,  and  proclaimed  from  the  house- 
tops. **  National  defence !  national  defence!'' is  the  cry; 
and  we,  sir,  of  the  minority,  who  have  heretofore  been 
branded  as  wasteful  and  extravagant  legislators  for  our 
rotes  in  favor  of  reasonable  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions* are  now  approached  by  the  same  gentlemen  who 


lately  denounced  u?,  and  very  gravely  asked  if  we  are 
not  in  favor  of  appropriations  for  the  ••  national  defence!" 
Even  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  Cambrblzko,]  who  has  never  been  over-liberal  in 
his  support  of  appropriations  for  fortifications,  and  whose 
name,  in  the  journal  of  the  last  session,  stands  recorded 
in  opposition  to  mine,  against  an  appropriation  of  sixty- 
seven  thousand  dollars,  for  one  of  the  precise  objects  for 
which  the  present  bill,  reported  by  him,  contains  an 
appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars; 
he,  sir,  now  seems  ready  to  question  even  the  patriotism 
of  any  one  who  hesitates  to  swallow,  without  examina- 
tion, the  most  Quixotic  projects  for  squandering  the 
public  money,  under  the  name  of  expenditures  for  the 
national  defence.  Sir,  this  is  no  cry  of  patriotism;  it  is 
the  cry  of  border  interest  and  of  party;  and,  for  one,  I 
shall  not  respond  to  it.  The  conversion  of  gentlemen  is 
altogether  too  sudden,  the  object  too  palpable,  to  give 
to  their  new  efforts  any  other  character  than  that  of  the 
ridiculous;  and  by  that  character  they  must  and  will  be 
known  to  the  country.  As  to  myself,  sir,  I  shall  keep 
straight  ahead  on  my  old  track.  I  have  always  voted  in 
favor  of  liberal  appropriations  for  the  national  defence^ 
and  I  shall  continue  to  vote  for  them.  I  shall  cheerfully 
vote  for  the  one  hundred  and  ddy  thousand  dollars  for 
fortifying  Boston  harbor,  uninfluenced  by  the  last  year's 
opposition  of  the  honorable  chairman,  and  for  any  other 
appropriations  which  have  a  reasonable  claim  to  our 
approbation.  But,  sir,  1  will  not  vote  for  appropriations 
merely  to  get  rid  of  the  public  money.  1  shall  first  in- 
quire, as  I  have  heretofore  done,  whether  the  object  for 
which  the  money  is  asked  be  a  proper  one;  and  if  it 
be,  then  whether  the  sum  demanded  can  be  profitably 
expended  during  the  year.  If  I  come  to  an  affirmative 
conclusion  on  both  these  points,  I  shall  vote  for  the  ap- 
propriation; otherwise,  1  shall  vote  against  it,  and  risk 
the  denunciations  of  all  new  converts  to  the  *•  national 
defence"  party. 

Sir,  the  secret  of  this  new  course  of  action,  which  is, 
indeed,  no  secret  at  all,  is  the  discovery  of  a  large  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury,  which  the  people  are  desirous  of 
having  distributed  among  the  States,  and  applied  to  some 
useful  purpose.  To  prevent  this  distribution,  we  have, 
for  the  last  two  or  three  months,  witnessed  a  state  of 
things  altogether  new  in  the  history  of  our  legislation. 
Heretofore,  the  requisitions  of  the  Departments  were 
examined  with  some  degree  of  scrutiny  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  ascertain  if  they  were  neces- 
sary, or  if  some  deduction  from  their  amount  might  not 
reasonably  be  made.  Formerly,  when  an  unexpected 
requisition  came  in,  you  could  discover,  by  the  sober 
demeanor  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that 
they  were  fearful  of  the  effect  of  the  new  call  on  the 
House,  and  that  they  regretted  the  necessity  which  com- 
pelled them  to  advocate  it.  Now,  the  scene  is  entirely 
changed.  No  sooner  does  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee receive  a  call  for  a  new  appropriation,  even  for  a 
few  thousand  dollars,  than  his  countenance  is  lighted  up 
with  unusual  joy;  and  on  the  prospect  of  a  new  Indian 
war,  and  the  consequent  call  for  an  appropriation  of  a 
million,  his  exultation  is  extreme.  He  rises  in  his  place, 
with  great  apparent  selfgra'ulation,  announces  the  fact 
to  the  House,  and  in  a  note  of  triumph  informs  us  that 
we  may  stop  talking  about  the  surplus,  for  we  shall  now 
have  an  opportunity  of  spending  it. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  have  not  been  content  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  Executive.  The  Departments,  con- 
trary to  all  former  practice,  have  been  solicited,  and  im- 
portuned, and  teazed,  by  resolutions  and  letters  of  com- 
mittees, and  personal  applications,  for  additional  esti- 
mates. A  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  of  Feb^ 
ruary,  asking  for  additional  estimates,  produced  a  brief 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  not 
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b'i8  own  views,  but  the  imagininn  of  the  Navy  Commis- 
aionerat  and  a  detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War» 
overthrowing  and  *'  toppling  down  headlong"  most  of 
the  tall  projects  of  gentlemen  for  dissipating  the  revenue 
on  fortificationa— a  report  which  does  the  highest  credit 
to  that  distinguished  officer,  and  which,  had  its  produc- 
tion been  the  only  act  of  hit  life,  would  have  placed  his 
name  by  the  side  of  those  of  the  most  eminent  statesmen 
of  our  country.  The  answer  to  this  resolution  was  not  a 
very  digestible  affair.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  said 
nothing.  The  Secretary  of  War  interposed  an  argument 
that  could  not  be  controverted;  and,  what  was  no  less 
insuperable,  the  President  himself  expressed  an  opinion 
in  accordance  with  the  Secretary.  But  gentlemen  were 
not  to  be  put  aside  by  one  refusal.  The  Senate  place 
themselves  in  an  imploring  attitude,  and  address  the 
Secretary  in  the  language  of  supplication.  Do,  air,  be 
•o  ^ood  as  to  inform  us  the  most  you  can  possibly  spend 
during  tbe  year  in  your  Department.  "What  is  the 
maximum  amount" — that  is  the  language — that  can  be 
expended'  This  question  was  rather  too  extraordinary 
for  so  old-fashioned  a  man  as  the  Secretarv,  and  he  seems 
to  have  been  puzzled  to  know  what  to  do  with  it.  He 
knew  the  extravagant  answer  which  the  craving  appe- 
tites of  those  who  made  the  inquiry  demanded,  and  that 
he  could  not  give  it  without  abandoning  the  estimates  he 
bad  deliberately  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  contradicting  all  the  principles  he  had  so  ably 
maintained  in  his  report.  But  not  desiring  to  be  abso- 
lutely uncivil  to  so  respectable  and  gentlemanly  a  body 
as  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  hands  over  the 
resolution  to  the  chief  engineer:  <*  Here,  sir,  you  answer 
it."  From  the  reputation  which  the  chief  engineer 
has^whether  justly  or  not  I  will  not  pretend  to  say — of 
being  tbe  most  liberal  and  latitudinarian  of  any  officer  in 
tbe  Government  in  regard  to  appropriations,  one  might 
naturally  suppose  he  would  have  found  no  difficulty  in 
giving  the  required  answer.  But  no  such  thing.  Even 
he,  sir,  believes  there  is  a  limit  within  which  expendi- 
tures should  be  circumscribed,  and  beyond  which  they 
become  wasteful  and  extravagant.  He,  too,  declines  to 
answer,  and,  following  the  example  of  the  Secretary, 
hands  over  the  humble  entreaty  of  the  Senate  to  his 
subordinate;  and  we  at  length  have  the  answer  of  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  en^neers,  in  some  half  a  dozen  lines, 
saying  that,  in  his  opinion,  some  six  millions  may  be  ben- 
eficially expended  on  fortifications  annually.  And  it  is 
upon  this  naked  opinion  of  a  second  lieutenant  of  engi- 
neers, without  any  designation  of  objects,  or  any  reasons 
assigned  for  the  extraordinary  conclusion  to  which  he 
has  arrived,  that  we  are  to  be  called  upon  to  appropriate 
miUions  of  the  public  money. 

Sir,  the  Secretary  of  War  repudiates  the  idea  of  lav- 
ishing our  resources  on  extensive  fortifications  on  the 
seaboard-^-fortifications  which  it  would  require  a  large 
standing  army  to  man,  and  which  no  enemy  would  be 
ailly  enough  to  go  out  of  hia  way  to  attack,  when  he 
could  accomplish  any  object  of  invasion  much  more  con- 
veniently by  passing  them  beyond  gunshot  distance. 
He  overthrows  most  conclusively  the  extended  system 
of  defence  on  which  our  former  surveys  were  made, 
proposes  to  confine  our  fortifications  to  the  protection 
of  the  important  seaports  from  naval  approaches,  and 
to  limit  the  extent  of  those  works  to  their  cspability, 
with  the  aid  of  steam-batteries,  of  accomplishing  that 
object,  and  of  resisting  sudden  attacks— relying  on  the 
patriotism  of  the  people,  aided  by  the  facilities  afforded 
by  the  internal  improvements  of  the  country  for  the 
rapid  concentration  of  force  on  any  point  of  attack,  as 
the  great  and  leading  means  of  national  defence.  He 
recommends  a  re-examination  of  sites,  and  a  reconsider- 
ation of  plans,  before  commencing  new  works.  Sir, 
this  is  tbe  language  of  reason  and  of  common  sense;  and 


whoever  adopts  the  principles  of  the  Secretary  will  find 
it  somewhat  difficult  to  discover  proper  objects  for  the 
expenditure  of  much  more  than  a  tithe  of  the  sum  rec- 
ommended— no,  not  recommended— extorted  from  one 
of  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  chief  engineer.  Be- 
sides* sir,  we  all  know,  that  when  the  objects  of  appro- 
priation are  desirable,  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which 
money  cannot  be  profitably  expended  in  any  given  pe- 
riod of  time.  A  document  on  our  tables  ahows  that 
there  remained  in  the  Treasurer  on  the  1st  of  January 
last,  of  money  before  appropriated  and  not  then  ex- 
pended, $8,726,000.  Of  this  sum,  more  thsn  two  mil- 
lions were  of  appropriations  for  repairs  of  ships  and  the 
increase  and  improvement  of  the  navy;  $133,000  for 
navy  yards;  and  although  no  fortification  bill  passed  at 
the  last  session,  there  still  remained  in  the  Treasury,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  over  ftftv-six  thousand 
dollars  of  money  previously  appropriated  for  fortifica- 
tions; and  all  this  during  the  existing  difficulties  with 
France.  Sir,  either  the  Executive  must  have  been  wil- 
fully negligent  of  its  duties,  or  the  unexpended  money 
in  the  Treasury  could  not  be  profitably  used.  Gentle- 
men certainly  will  not  take  the  first  born  of  the  dilemms. 
Neither  will  I.  We  all  know  that  the  demand  which 
the  Government  mak«B  for  the  peculiar  kind  of  materials 
and  labor  which  it  requires,  may  become  greater  than 
tbe  natural  meam  of  supply;  and  that,  when  auch  point 
is  reached,  any  attempt  to  force  tbe  prosecution  of  works 
must  result  either  in  a  material  reduction  in  their  quality 
and  value,  or  such  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  money  as 
no  Government  would  engage  in  but  during  a  period  of 
the  most  extreme  necessity  and  danger.  Sir,  most  of 
the  money  under  these  extravagant  appropriations  can- 
not, and  will  not,  be  expended.  It  will  still  remain  in 
the  Treasury,  and  all  attempts  to  drain  it  by  this  mode 
of  operation  will,  ao  far  as  the  money  is  not  extrava- 
gantly waated,  be  altogether  nugatorv.  The  Secreta- 
ries, both  of  War  and  the  Navy,  well  undersUnd  this 
matter,  and  wisely  decline  making  themselves  responsi- 
ble for  these  Quixotic  appropriations.  If  gentlemen 
desire  to  assume  a  responsibility  which  the  Executive 
declines,  they  are  certainly  at  liberty  to  do  so.  1  shall 
take  care  to  wash  my  hands  of  the  reaponsibUity,  by 
voting  agfainst  the  appropriations. 

But;  sir,  the  ^'national  defence"  project  having  en- 
countered so  many  obataclea  from  the  Departments,  and 
it  being  ascertained  that  it  will  entirely  fail  of  dissipating 
the  public  revenue,  gentlemen  have  very  industriously 
set  themselves  at  work  in  inventing  other  schemes  for 
accomplishing  the  same  laudable  object.  I  shall  not 
stop  to  enumerate  the  various  projects  which  this  strife 
for  the  honor  of  being  the  inventor  of  the  most  expedi- 
tious and  efiectual  mode  of  draining  the  Treasury  baa 
produced.  Any  gentleman  who  has  a  curiosity  to  ex- 
amine a  list  of  them,  will  find  one  approximating  as 
nearly  to  perfection  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will 
admit,  in  the  printed  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Giuxt,]  who  catechised  so 
non-committally  bis  colleague  [Mr.  Gajivoxa]  in  regard 
to  these  various  schemes,  and  who,  I  thought,  before 
the  prompt  responses  of  his  colleague  were  completed, 
most  heartily  wished  the  whole  of  them  back  in  the 
brains  of  the  very  respectable  gentlemen  who  had  con- 
cocted them.  I  feel  under  great  obligations  to  my 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gillkt]  for  the  labor  he 
has  ao  praiseworthily  expended  in  hunting  up  from 
among  the  dusty  filcin  of  the  two  Houses  these  various 
schemes,  and  for  presenting  them  in  so  condensed  and 
portable  a  form.  I  have  had  thoughts  of  moving  the 
House  for  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of  copies  of 
the  gentleman*s  catalogue,  in  order  that  my  constituents 
might  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  very  great  va- 
riety of  modes  by  which  the  public  money  may  be  in 
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genioa8l7  sqaandered;  but  %%  I  doubt  whether  such  a 
motion  woukL  be  in  order  without  a  Miapcnaion  of  the 
rules,  I  trust  the  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for  waiving 
it,  at  least  for  the  present.  It  is  a  little  remarkable,  sir, 
that  two  of  the  most  prominent  of  these  pro^ecta— in 
pursuance,  perhaps,  f)(  the  great  anxiety  of.gentlemen 
to  put  down  all  monopolies— are  for  the  direct  benefit 
of  corporations.  I  refer  to  the  project  of  the  grave 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  GKimnT,]  for  entering 
in'o  partnership  with  railroad  companies,  and  to  the  no 
leas  commendable  one  of  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
{Mr.  Wktset,]  for  investing  the  surplus  in  corporation 
stocks!  Who  are  to  be  the  agents  for  making  these  in- 
vestments, we  have  not  yet  been  informed.  I  hope  I 
shall  not  be  considered  out  of  order  in  suggesting  that 
there  ere  sundry  very  worthy  gentlemen  in  the  New 
York  Senate,  who  have  had  great  experience  in  these 
stock  matters,  and  whose  claims  for  services  rendered, 
and  trials  and  tribulations  endured,  in  the  bloody  war 
against  monopolies^  ought  not  to  be  overlooked. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  very  great  inherent  difficulty 
in  this  matter  of  spending  the  surplus.  When  there  are 
realty  no  proper  objects  of  expenditure,  it  requires  im- 
mense intellectual  labor  to  discover  them.  I  wonder, 
sir,  that  some  gentleman  has  not  introduced  an  appro- 
priation (say  of  a  million  or  two)  to  be  awarded  to  the 
person  who  should  invent  the  most  plausible  mode  of 
draining  the  Treasury.  I  do  not  think  it  would  produce 
laany  new  schemes,  for  I  believe  the  ingenuity  of  gen- 
tlemen has  already  been  taxed  to  the  utmost;  but  it 
would  have  the  merit  of  being  itself  a  project,  and  of 
abstracting  from  the  Treasury  precisely  the  amount 
which  was  appropriated  as  a  premium.  If  any  gentleman 
has  a  scheme  in  his  drawer  ready  to  offer,  and  thinks 
this  a  better  one;  or,  if  any  gentleman  who  haa  pro- 
duced a  scheme,  and  ridden  it  through  its  butterfly  life, 
is  desirous  of  mounting  another  hobby,  he  is  welcome 
to  thi^-*<free  gratis  for  nothing."  I  leave  the  sum 
blank,  to  be  filled  up  by  whoever  receives  it.  I  do  not 
engage  that  it  is  absolutely  a  propcj*  mode  of  spending 
the  public  money;  nor  do  1  desire  any  gentleman  to  take 
the  scheme  absolutely  at  his  own  risk.  I  warrant  it  to 
be  fully  equal,  in  every  respect,  to  most  of  the  projects 
tbat  have  gone  before  it;  and  I  further  warrant  that  the 
people,  to  whom  all  these  matters  must  be  finally  aub- 
mitted,  will  so  consider  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  propose  to  inquire  into  the  actual 
state  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  its  condition  and  prospects  will  allow  of  a  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  on  your  table  from  the 
Senate.  But,  before  doing  so,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  two  last  annual  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of 
•bowing  how  entirely  mistaken  he  has  been  in  bis  esti- 
amtes'of  the  future  revenue  of  the  country. 

In  his  report  of  December  3,  1834,  he'  estimated  the 
balance  that  would  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1835,  at  -  -  .  #5,586,?S3  34 
He  estimated  the  receipts  during  the 

year  1835  at  -  -  -      20,000,000  00 


Making,  of  available  funds  for  tbat  year,  ^35,586,333  34 
By  the  report  of  December,  1835,  it  appears  tbat  the 
sMtual  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1835,  instead  of  being  about  five  and  a  half  millions,  as 
he  had  before  estimated,  was  $8,893,858  43;  and  by 
the  same  report  we  are  informed  that  the  receipts  of 
1835,  instead  of  being  but  twenty  millions,  would  be 
^8,480,381  07,  exceeding  by  nearly  eight  and  a  half 
milliona bis  previous  estimate.  Observe,  sir,  this  was  the  es- 
timate made  at  the  commencement  of  ihe  present  session. 
But^n  the  13th  of  January,  the  Secretary,  in  answer 


to  a  call  from  the  Senate,  informs  ua  tbat  his  estimate  of 
receipts,  made  in  December,  was  quite  too  low,  and  that 
the  actual  receipto  for  1835  were  #34,400,733  69,  being 
an  addition  of  six  millions,  which  the  short  period  of  six 
weeka  bad  enabled  him  to  diacover.  The  account,  then, 
between  the  Treaaury  and  the  Secretary's  estimates  for 
1835,  stands  thus: 
Ascertained  balance  in  the  Treasury, 

January  1,  1835,      -  .  -     18,892,858  42 

Actual  receipts  for  1835,  -  -      34,400,733  69 

Making  the  sum  of      -  -  -      43,393,593  11 

Deduct  balance  in  the  Treasury  and 
receipts  aa  estimated,  -     35,586,333  34 

Leaving  an  excess  of    -  -  -    $17,707,359  77 

of  available  funds  for  the  year  1835,  over  and  above  the 
sum  which  had  been  estimated  by  the  SeccetMy  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year. 

Sir,  in  this  matter  of  eatimatea,  the  Secretary  doea  sot 
seem  to  profit  by  experience,  for  be  haa  been  quite  aa 
wide  of  the  mark  this  year  as  last,  and  he  runs  into  the 
same  error,  that  of  eatimating  the  revenue  greatly  teo 
low.  In  his  annual  report,  made  at  tiie  eomoaencenent 
of  the  present  aession,  he  eatimatea  the  rcoeipts  for  1836, 
from  aU  sources,  at  #19,735,700.  On  the  18th  of  April, 
1836^  in  anawer  to  a  call  from  the  Senate,  the  Secretary 
informa  us  that  the  actual  receipts  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1836  amounted  to  the  aum  of  $10,735,700,  about  one 
million  more  than  one  half  of  his  estimated  revenue  for 
the  whole  year.  Here  agam  the  Secretary,  five  days 
afterwards,  finds  his  estimate  for  the  first  quarter  to  be 
minus  about  half  a  million.  Hear  fais.explanation.  I 
quote  from  his  report  of  April  33, 1836:  '*  It  is  deemed 
proper  to  add,  that  some  additional  returns  of  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  some  of  the  last  daya  of  March, 
which,  firom  great  distance,  irregularity  in  the  mails,  or 
Bome  other  cause,  had  not  arrived,  and  could  not  be  as- 
certained by  either  the  Treasurer  or  this  Department  at 
the  time  of  my  former  report,  have  since  been  received, 
and  increase  the  amount,  as  then  ascertained  by  him  in 
his  running  account  to  be  the  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
about  $451,545."  So  the  actual  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury during  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1836,  were 
$11,177,345. 

Sir,  a  man  of  more  suspicious  temperament  than  »y« 
self  might  charge  this  uniform  system  of  blundering, 
which  the  Secretary  seems  to  have  fallen  into,  to  some 
motive  of  concealment,  extraneous  from  the  public  good. 
I  make  no  such  charge.  I  will  not  question  either  the 
integrity  or  general  ability  of  the  Secretary.  I  believe 
him  to  be  in  many  respects  an  excellent  officer.  I  im- 
pugn not  his  motives;  but  I  will  say  this  of  him:  tbat,  for 
a  Yankee,  he  shows  very  little  'cuteness  at  gueastng. 
Why,  sir,  the  dullest  of  the  Kentuckiana  on  Green  river, 
who,  we  were  the  other  day  informed  by  my  friend, 
[Mr.  Haws8,]  their  representative,  mistook  anaatronom- 
ical  observatory  for  the  miraculoua  reappearance  of 
Jacob's  ladder,  would  be  willing  to  reckon  on  a  wager 
against  his  guessing^  and,  in  Western  phrase,  would  be 
«<  mighty  likely  to  beat  him  all  hollow." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  come  now  to  inquire  into  the  actual 
condition  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
sum  will  be  for  disposal  during  the  present  year.  In 
doing  this,  I  shall  rely  on  the  statements  oiade  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself  for  the  past,  and  on 
estimates  for  the  future,*  the  reasonableneas  of  which 
cannot  be  called  in  question. 
The  balance  in  the  Treasury  Jsnuary 

1st,  1835,  was  -  -  -      $8,893,858  43 

Revenue  of  1835,         -  -  -     34,400,733  69 


Making 


-      43,393,593  U 
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Fortifieaiion  Bill. 


[Mat  24,  1836. 


Deduct  expenditures  of  1835, 


18,176,141  or 


Actual  balance  in  the  Treasury  January 

l8t,  1836,      ...  -     25,117,451  04 

Actual  receipU  firat  quarter  1836,        -     11,177,245  00 

36,294,696  04 
I^st  three  quarters   1836,   estimated 
eight  and  *  third  millions  each,        -     25,000,000  00 

Makinr  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of 
the  year,       -  .  -  .  $61,294,696  04 

I  believe  my  estimate  of  the  last  three  quarters  to  be 
too  low.  I  know  that  several  gentlemen,  friends  to  the 
administration,  in  whom  as  financiers  I  have  great  confi- 
dence, estimate  tiie  sum  at  thirty  millions  instead  of 
twenty-five.  I  prefer  to  err,  if  at  all,  on  the  safe  side, 
and  tiierefore  take  the  lowest  sum.  In  addition  to  this 
sum,  the  Government  has,  in  the  United  States  Bank, 
atock  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions,  which  the  bank  is 
now  ready  to  pay,  with  an  addition  of  14  per  cent.,  and 
which  will  doubtless  come  into  the  Treaaury  during  the 
year,  with  a  atill  greater  advance.  I  call  this  sum  eight 
millions.  We  are  informed  by  the  Secretary,  in  his  re- 
port of  December,  1834,  that  there  will  always  be,  at  the 
end  of  every  year,  a  sum  of  several  millions  in  the  Treas- 
ury of  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations!, 
which  may  be  safely  relied  upon  to  meet  appropriations 
for  the  ensuing  year.  This  sum,  on  the  Ist  of  January 
laat,  was  about  eight  millions.  The  amount  of  this  sum 
roust  increase  in  a  much  greater  ratio  that  the  increase 
of  appropriations^  and  as  the  appropriations  of  the 
present  year  are  to  be  unusually  large,  the  unexpended 
balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  will  be  much  larger  than 
at  any  former  period.  It  is  impossible  to  form  a  deci- 
aive  opinion  as  to  the  amount  until  after  the  appropria- 
tions are  made.   It  cannot  be  leas  than  twelve  millions. 

[Mr.  Lawbihcb  here  said,  '*  not  less  than  fifteen  mil- 
lions."] 

Mr.  Hall  continued.  A  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  says  not  less  than  fifteen  millions. 
Sir,  if  your  extravagant  appropriations  for  fortifications 
are  made,  and  added  to  those  of  the  like  character 
which  have  already  passed  for  the  navy,  the  sum  will  be 
much  larger  than  fifteen  millions.-  I  have  before  said 
that  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  money  cannot  be  ex- 
pended. Sir,  you  may  go  on  and  appropriate  some  half 
a  dozen  millions  more  for  Indian  wars,  the  causes  of 
which  yet  remain  unknown,  and  about  which,  or  the 
manner  of  conducting  them,  no  one  seems  willing  to 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire;  go  on,  sir,  with  your  ap- 
propriations for  fortifications  and  Indian  treaties,  and 
for  every  other  conceivable  object  for  which  the  most 
latitudinarian  gentleman  can  make  up  bis  mind  to  vote; 
go  on,  until  you  have  appropriated  every  dollar  in  the 
Treasury;  and  the  great  mass  of  the  money  will  still  re- 
main there,  undrawn  and  unexpended.  Why,  sir,  if 
more  than  two  millions  of  former  appropriations  for  the 
increase  of  the  navy  could  not  be  used  during  the  last 
year,  when  a  French  war  was  apprehended,  how  are 
you  to  expend  triple  the  sum  this  year,  when  this  year's 
appropriation  is  made  at  a  much  later  period  in  the 
season  than  the  last?  Sir,  these  appropriations  cannot 
be  expended;  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  it.  Whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  your  appropriations,  whatever  may  be 
the  footing  of  your  appropriation  bills  at  the  end  of  the 
session,  it  may  be  calculated  with  perfect  safely  that  a 
sum  greater  than  thirty  millions  cannot  and  will  not  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury;  and  any  amount  above  that 
sum  may  be  considered  as  remaining  there,  a  fund  for 
distribution,  with  perfect  security  to  the  Treasury.  But 
to  go  on  with  the  calculation  1  had  commenced:  sup- 


pose the  unexpended  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
be  only  twelve  millions,  making  an  increase  over  that 
of  the  present  year  of  four  millions;  this  four  millions^ 
with  the  United  States  Bank  stock,  amounts  to  twelve 
millions,  which,  added  to  the  #61,294,696  04  before 
ascertained,  gives,  in  round  numbers,  the  sum  of  seventy- 
three  millions,  which  would  be  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  if  no  sums  were  drawn  out.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  pubfic  lands  for  the  three  past  years,  which 
the  land  bill  proposes  to  distribute,  together  with  those 
of  the  present  year,  at  a  liberal  estimate,  may  be  put 
down  at  thirty-six  millions.  Call  the  sum  to  be  distrib- 
uted thirty-six  millions,  and  we  have  still  left,  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  Government,  the 
enormous  sum  of  thirty-seven  miUions-*a  sum  greater 
by  about  nineteen  millions  than  the  expenditures  of  the 
last  year,  and  greater  by  fourteen  millions  than  the 
whole  estimates  of  the  Secretary,  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary,  for  the  expenditures  of  this.  Sir,  I  shall  not 
go  into  any  particular  estimate  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  ensuing  year;  for,  althouj^h  the  land 
bill  proposea  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  for  1837,  I  deem  the  inquiry  wholly  unnecessary. 
I  have  no  manner  of  doubt  that  the  revenue  from  tlte 
customs  alone,  for  several  years  to  come,  will  be  abun- 
dantly sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  the  Government; 
but  the  distribution  for  1837,  if  now  ordered,  will  be 
under  the  perfect  control  of  Congress  at  its  next  session* 
and  may  be  recalled,  if  the  necessities  of  the  country 
shall  be  found  to  require  it.  1  will  not,  therefore,  enter 
on  the  discussion  of  a  question  of  so  complicated  a  char- 
acter, when  its  final  decision,  if  now  made,  would  not 
be  material  to  the  matter  I  have  had  in  hand,  which  was 
to  show,  what  I  think  I  have  clearly  shown,  that  the 
land  bill  may  be  passed  with  perfect  safety  to  the  Treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  having  shown  that  the  state  of  the 
public  funds  will  admit  the  paasage  of  the  land  bill,  I 
would  now  be  glad,  if  I  could,  to  satisfy  the  House  that 
the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  country  require  its  pas- 
sage. But,  in  this*  undertaking,  I  am  met  in  the  outset 
with  obstacles  against  which  the  demonstrative  reasoning 
of  arithmetical  calculations  cannot  be  interposed;  with 
obstacles  more  powerful  than  those  coming  in  the  shape 
of  strong  srgument  or  stirring  eloquence;  obstacles  which 
nothing  but  individual  self-examination  and  independent 
patriotism  can  remove;  the  obstacles  of  prejudice  and 
party  feeling.  Sir,  the  great  miafortune  of  this  measure 
of  distribution  is  not  that  it  is  a  bad  measure,  but  that, 
with  the  majority,  it  has  got  a  bad  name.  I  sincerely 
wish,  for  the  good  of  the  country,  that  it  bore  the  name 
of  some  popular  politician,  rather  than  that  of  a  perse- 
cuted statesman.  1  wish  it  was  a  Jackson  or  a  Van 
Buren  bill,  because  I  believe  it  would  then  pass  the 
House  by  acclamation.  Sir,  this  ought  not  to  be  con- 
sidered a  party  measure.  It  cannot  operate  for  the 
peculiar  benefit  of  any  party,  or  of  any  particular  sec- 
tion. It  will  operate  equally  on  all  the  people  and  on 
the  whole  country;  and  whatever  gentlemen  may  have 
heretofore  thought  in  regard  to  it,  however  they  may 
have  formerly  voted  on  it,  it  is  now  presented  under 
circumstances  so  entirely  new,  that  they  may,  ^Mrithout 
making  themselvea  liable  to  the  charge  of  the  alightest 
inconsistency,  give  it  their  warm  support.  Heretofore, 
the  event  of  there  being  a  surplus  to  be  divided  was 
matter  of  calculation  and  estimate.  Now,  the  existence 
of  the  aurplus  is  ascertained— baa  become  an  established 
fact,  on  which  we  are  called  upon  in  some  way  to  act. 
Will  gentlemen  suflTer  this  enormous  surplus  to  be 
squandered  by  the  central  Government,  on  objects 
which,  when  accomplished,  will  confer  no  practical 
benefit  on  the  country,  rather  than  impose  on  them- 
selves the  labor  of  independent  thinking  on  a  question 
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of  such  deep  importance  to  their  constituents?  Will 
they  gufier  a  personal  bias,  perhaps  hastily  imbibed, 
under  the  influence  of  high  party  excitement,  to  shut 
out  from  their  minds  the  light  which  fact  and  reason  may 
shed  on  this  question?  Certainly  they  will  not.  Gen- 
tlemen will  examine  this  measure  with  fairness  and  can- 
dor, and,  having  done  so,  I  cannot  doubt  the  conclusion 
to  which  they  will  arrive.  They  must  and  will  unite  in 
favor  of  the  distribution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that  1  regretted  this  measure 
of  distribution  was  connected  with  the  name  of  a  dis- 
tinguished statesman.  Not,  sir,  that  I  would  be  willing 
to  pluck  a  single  laurel  from  the  brow  of  that  individual. 
1  hsve  had  the  honor,  from  my  youth  up,  through  good 
and  through  evil  report,  to  be  his  political  frienc^  and 
admirer.  I  now  claim  it  as  an  honor;  and  when  the 
mists  of  party  rancor  shall  have  passed  awayi  when  the 
name  and  fame  of  that  individual  shall  become  matter  of 
history,  and  be  claimed  as  the  common  property  of  the 
nation;  when  men  shall  wonder  at  the  delusions  which 
had  seized  on  his  contemporaries,  my  children  will  claim 
it  as  an  honor  to  be  able  to  say  of  me.  My  parent  coolly 
breasted  the  torrent  of  popular  clamor,  and  always  did 
him  justice. 

But,  sir,  great  as  may  be  my  regard  for  any  individ- 
ual, I  hope  my  regard  for  my  country  is  still  greater; 
and  believing,  as  1  do,  that  this  measure  is  of  the  high- 
eat  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  to  the 
peaceful  continuance  of  our  republican  system,  I  would 
willingly  give  the  merit  of  its  success,  if  it  could  be  just- 
ly done,  to  the  most  violent  political  opponent.  In  the 
hope — perhaps,  sir,  a  vain  one— of  conciliating  the  good 
will  of  some  who,  from  the  name  of  this  measure,  may 
have  hastily  takeil  up  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  it,  and 
for  the  sake  of  doing  justice  to  other  statesmen  of  our 
country,  and  particularly  to  my  immediate  predecessor 
on  the  floor  of  this  House,  I  take  occasion  to  say,  that 
although  this  measure  of  distribution  has  become  the 
adopted  child  of  the  distinguished  Senator  to  whom  I 
have  alluded;  though  it  wears  his  dress,  and  has  taken 
his  name,  yet  he  can  lay  no  just  claim  to  the  parentage 
of  its  leading  principles:  Without  going  back  to  an 
earlier  period,  and  without  noticing  various  suggestions 
and  propositions  of  different  individuals,  which  had  been 
made  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  it  will  be  found  that, 
as  early  as  January,  1826,  in  anticipation  that  as  soon  as 
the  public  debt  should  be  paid  off,  the  revenue  of  the 
country  would  exceed  the  wants  of  the  Government,  iin 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  now  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  brought  forward  a  proposition  for  drstributing 
annually  among  the  States  a  portion  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, for  purposes  of  education  and  internal  improvement. 
Xhe  resolution  was  entertained  by  the  Senate,  and  the 
subject  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which  the  Senator 
introducing  it  was  the  chairman;  and,  on  the  11th  of 
May  following,  the  committee  made  a  detailed  and  able 
report  in  favor  of  the  measure,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  distributing  among  the  States,  according  to  their 
representative  population,  five  millions  annually  for  five 
years,  ending  with  the  year  1831.  The  recollection  of 
'  i^entlemen  will  enable  them  to  confirm  the  statement 
which  I  now  make,  that  this  measure  of  distribution  was 
for  several  years,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  a  favor- 
ite one  with  the  friends  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate. 
It  had  received  so  much  attention,  and  was  deemed  so 
important,  that  General  Jackson  made  the  subject  apart 
of  his  first  message  to  Congress.  In  that  message,  de- 
livered December  8,  1839,  he  enumerates  with  much 
clearness  and  force  some  of  the  evils  which  were  in  fu- 
ture to  be  apprehended  from  a  surplus  revenue — evils 
under  which  the  country  is  now  actually  laboring.  He 
then  proceeds,  as  1  will  read  to  you:  <*To  avoid  these 
evils,"  says  the  message,  *<  it  appears  to  me  that  the 


most  safe,  just,  and  federal  disposition  which  could  be 
made  of  the  surplus  revenue,  would  be  its  apportion- 
ment among  the  several  States,  according  to  their  ratio 
of  representation;  and  should  this  measure  not  be  found 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  that  it  would  be  expedi- 
ent to  propose  to  the  States  an  amendment  authorizing 
it."  Sir,  the  President  then  deemed  this  measure  of 
distribution  so  important,  that,  if  constitutional  objections 
should  be  fouifd  to  present  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its 
accomplishment,  he  would  have  them  removed,  even 
by  the  tardy  and  difficult  process  of  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution.  I  do  not  find,  sir,  that  the  President's 
views  net  with  any  serious  constitutional  objections;  but 
others,  on  grounds  of  expediency,  seem  to  have  been 
made  from  some  quarter,  which  the  President,  in  his 
next  annual  message,  proceeds  to  discuss  in  detail,  and 
to  remove.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  four 
objections  which  are  noticed  by  the  President,  and  an- 
swered, have  since  been  among  the  most  prominent  ones 
made  to  the  land  bill.  The  objections  which  are  for- 
mally stated  in  the  message,  and  each  answered  separate- 
ly and  at  length,  are  these:  1.  To  the  ratio  of  distri- 
bution; 2.  To  its  tendency  to  produce  increased  taxa* 
tion;  3.  That  the  States  would  improvident ly  use  the 
fund;  and,  lastly,  that  it  would  create  an  improper  de- 
pendence of  the  States  on  the  General  Government. 
Sir,  the  argument  of  the  President  is  so  clear  on  these 
points,  and  so  entirely  conclusive,  that  were  it  not  for 
Its  great  length,  I  would  ask  permission  of  the  commit- 
tee for  the  Clerk  to  read  it.  But  the  time  which  I  have 
prescribed  for  myself  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
committee  is  already  so  far  spent  that  I  must  omit  it. 
I  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  all — to  those  who  may 
doubt  upon  the  points  it  discusses,  as  containing  matter 
calculated  to  remove  their  doubts;  and  to  those  who  con- 
tinue making  the  objections,  as  presenting  arguments 
which  they  will  do  well  to  consider  how  they  are  to  an- 
swer to  their  own  judgments,  and  to  their  constituents. 
Tou  well  know,  sir»  that  this  measure  of  distribution 
was  once,  whatever  it  may  be  now,  a  favorite  with  your 
own  State;  that  in  1827  it  received  the  strong  recom- 
mendation of  Governor  Clinton,  in  his  message;  that  it 
was  also  recommended  by  Governor  Throop  in  1831, 
and  that,  at  the  same  session  of  your  Legislature,  a  res- 
olution approving  it  passed  your  House  of  Assembly  by 
a  unanimous  vote;  but  as  the  particular  attention  of  the 
committee  has  already  been  called  to  these  propositions 
from  New  York,  by  other  gentlemen,  I  will  not  dwtll 
on  theffi. 

You  will  notice,  sir,  that  all  the  propositions  which  I 
have  yet  mentioned  contemplated  a  distribution  of  the 
revenue,  without  reference  to  the  sources  from  which  It 
was  obtained;  and  included  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  as  well  as  the  revenue  derived  from  the  customs. 
But  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  have  always  been 
looked  upon  as  standing  on  a  different  footing  from 
the  revenue  derived  from  other  sources.  I  have  not  ex- 
tended my  researches  very  far  back,  but  1  find  that  in 
February,  1826,  the  standing  committee  of  this  House 
on  the  Public  Lands,  by  Mr.  Strong,  one  of  its  members, 
from  New  York,  made  a  report  to  the  House,  recommend- 
ing an  annual  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the  support  of  schools, 
and  of  apportioning  the  same  among  the  States  in  pro- 
portion to  their  representation.  In  February,  1829,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Stevenson,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  political  friend  of  the 
present  President,  raising  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  distributing  annnally  all  the  money 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  thesev- 
ersl  States,  in  the  same  proportion.  This  reference, 
also,  produced  a  report  favorable  to  the  measure.  On 
the  17(b  of  December,  1829,  my  predecessor  in  this 
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Howe,  (Oen.  Hunt,)  introduced  a  resolution  directing 
••  the  Goromittee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expedienoy  of  appropriating  the  nett  annual  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several^ tates, 
for  the  purposes  of  education  and  internal  improvement, 
in  proportion  to  the  representation  of  each  in  the  House 
of  Representatives."  This  resolution  was  discussed 
lirom  day  today,  during  the  morning  hour,  until  the  19th 
of  January,  when  it  was  adopted  with  some  modifications, 
and,  among  others,  with  one  changing  the  committee 
firom  that  on  the  Public  Lsnds  to  a  select  one.  Mr.  Hunt, 
as  chairman  of  the  committee,  at  the  same  session,  made 
a  report,  which  will  be  found  among  our  printed  docu- 
ments, giving  a  succinct  and  lucid  history  of  the  public 
lands;  examining  with  candor  and  skill  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  power  of  this  Government  in  them,  and 
concluding  with  the  report  of  a  bill  in  favor  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  their  proceeds.  I  am  sure,  sir,  every  indi- 
vidual now  present,  who  was  a  member  of  this  House 
at  the  period  during  which  Mr.  Hunt  held  a  seat  on  this 
floor— «a  seat  vacated  by  his  lamented  death  in  this  city — 
will  bear  witness  to  the  talent  and  assiduity  with  which 
he  performed  all  his  duties  here,  as  well  as  to  the  high* 
minded  and  honorable  motives  which  governed  him; and 
it  is  no  disparagement  to  any  of  the  eminent  statesmen 
who  have  since  discussed  the  subject  of  the  public  lands, 
to  say  that  he  clearly  foresaw  the  future  importance  of 
this  growing  resource  of  the  public  revenue;  that  his 
report  contains  the  germe  of  nearly  every  argument  which 
has  since  been  urged  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  distribution;  and  that  it  has  been  seldom, 
if  ever,  surpassed  in  ability. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  this  measure  is  not  new  to 
this  House  or  to  the  country;  and  that,  long  before  Mr. 
Clay  first  introduced  his  bill  into  the  Senate,  my  own 
constituents,  in  particular,  had,  through  their  Repre- 
sentative, urged  upon  Congress,  with  earnestness  and 
skill,  the  Justice  and  propriety  of  the  measure;  and  that, 
in  now  standing  up  as  its  advocate,  1  am  not  following 
in  the  lead  of  party,  but  am  only  expressing,  as  well  as 
I  am  able,  the  long-cherished  and  declared  will  of  my 
distnct.  Sir,  I  repeat  what  I  have  before  said:  this  meas- 
ure of  distribution  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be  called 
a  party  measure.  No  particular'  man,  no  particular 
party,  can,  with  any  justice,  claim  the  honor  of  its  pa- 
ternity. It  is  not  a  measure,  like  the  many  schemes  of 
squandering  the  public  money,  which  the  diseased  politi- 
cal atmosphere  of  this  Capitol  has  lately  generated,  that 
requires  deep  thought  and  laborious  research  to  origi- 
nate. It  is  the  natural,  spontaneous  producticn  of  the 
minds  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  themselves.  Pro- 
ceeding on  the  self-evident  proposition,  so  well  expressed 
by  General  Jackson  in  his  message  of  1830,  that  « the 
resources  of  the  nation,  beyond  those  required  for  the 
immediate  and  necessary  purposes  of  the  Government, 
can  no  where  be  so  well  deposited  as  in  the  pockets  of 
the  people,"  the  people  look  down  upon  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  say  to  them:  «  Gentlemen,  you  have  got 
ajarge  amount  of  our  money,  which  you  can't  profitably 
use— please  give  it  back  to  us.^'  The  idea  is  perfectly 
simple  and  natural;  and  it  would  be  doing  manifest  in- 
justice to  the  common  understanding  of  every  man  in 
the  natioii  to  go  about  hunting  among  the  giant  minds  of 
our  statesmen  to  discover  its  origin. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  trespass  on  the  patience  of 
the  committee,  by  repeating  the  arguments  which  have 
been  so  well  snd  so  conclusively  stated  by  others,  to 
show  the  constitutionality  and  propriety  of  a  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  It  has  been  shown 
to  this  committee  by  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me 
in  this  debate,  and  particularly  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  McCoxis,]  and  Kentucky,  [vir.  Uhder- 
WOOD,]  that  this  distribution  is  not  only  in  con'brmity 


with  the  constitution,  but  is,  so  far  as  the  important  ces- 
sion of  Virginia  is  concerned,  imposed  upon  Coneress  as 
a  duty  by  the  very  language  and  spirit  of  the  oeed  of 
cession.  And  I  confess  I  am  unable  to  see  how  this  Gov- 
ernment can  otherwise  honestly  discharge  the  trust  re- 
posed in  it  by  that  act  of  cession,  than  by  giving  to  Vir- 
ginia and  each  of  the  other  States  their  respective  shares 
of  the  common  fund.  Sir,  I  have  not  heard  the  constitu- 
tionality of  this  measure  seriously  questioned.  Any  ob- 
jection of  that  kind,  it  seems  to  me,  would  now  come 
altogether  too  late.  It  has  hitherto  been  supposed  that 
the  power  of  this  Government  over  the  public  lands  and 
their  proceeds  was  unaflTected  by  the  limitations  imposed 
in  the  constitution  on  the  use  of  money  raised  for  reve- 
nue purposes.  I  have  looked  into  the  various  elementary 
writers  on  the  constitution,  and  1  find  they  all  concur  in 
giving  to  that  article  of  the  constitution  which  confers 
the  power  on  Congress  "  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States,"  a 
construction  which  would  leave  the  proceeds  wholly  un- 
restrained to  the  purposes  for  whiQh  taxes  and  imposts 
may  be  imposed.  It  is  an  article  separate  from,  and 
wholly  independent  of,  that  conferring  the  taxing  pow- 
er, and  cannot  be  circumscribed  by  its  limitations.  From 
the  very  commencement  of  the  Government,  we  have 
been  in  the  constant  habit  of  legislating  on  this  construc- 
tion, and  the  constitutionality  of  such  legislation,  so  Hr 
as  I  am  informed,  has  ever  remained  unquestioned.  We 
have  made  grants  of  the  public  lands  to  States,  to  cor- 
porations, and  to  individuals,  for  almost  all  conceivable 
purposes — for  purposes  to  which  no  one  would  have 
thought  of  appropriating  the  general  revenue.  Wc  have 
appropriated  over  eight  millions  of  acres  for  common 
schools,  more  than  two  millions  for  internal  improve- 
ments, about  fiye  hundred  thousand  acres  for  colleges 
and  academies,  ninety  thousand  acres  for  religious  and 
charitable  institutions;  and  in  the  acts  of  admission  into 
the  Union  of  each  of  the  seven  new  SUtes,  five  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within 
their  respective  limits  is  granted  by  Congress,  either 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvement  or  educstion.  And 
are  we  now  to  be  met  with  an  argument  against  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  this  distribution?  I  trust  not. 
Sir,  if  any  constitutional  question  can  be  considered  aa 
settled  by  a  long,  uniform,  and  uninterrupted  course 
of  practical  legislation,  this  general  power  over  the  pub- 
lic lands  is  one  of  them. 

I  have  been  amused,  sir,  at  the  variety  and  contradic- 
tory character  of  the  objections  which  are  made  to  the 
distribution,  as  proposed  by  the  land  bill  on  your  tabic. 
The  proneness  to  contradiction  in  the  arguments  which 
are  adduced  against  this  measure  is  so  great,  that  you 
seldom  hear  an  objection  raised  by  one  gentleman,  but 
the  next  one  you  listen  to  astounds  you  with  one  of  a  di- 
rectly opposite  character;  and  you  rarely  meet  with  a 
single  speech  or  public  document  against  this  distribu- 
tion, in  which  some  prominent  position  assumed  in  one 
paragraph  is  not  contradicted  and  overthrown  by  that 
contained  in  a  succeeding  one.  I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that 
no  more  eflfectuai  way  of  overthrowing  all  these  argu- 
ments could  be  devised,  than  b^  collecting  them  all  to- 
gether, and  plscing  them  in  juxtaposition  with  each 
other.  1  think  their  mere  contrast  would  be  their  suf- 
ficient refutation.  I  will  not  detain  the  committee  by 
noticing  all  of  the  extraordinary  objections  which  the  ' 
ingenuity  of  gentlemen  lias  devised  against  this  measure 
of  distribution,  but  I  must  beg  leave  to  notice  a  few  of 
the  most  prominent  of  them. 

Sir,  one  person  objects  to  this  bill  because  it  is  tem- 
porary, is  limited  in  its  operation;  it  only  proposes  a  dis- 
tribution for  five  years,  and  is  therefore  no  final  settle- 
ment of  the  question  in  regard  to  the  public  lands.     I 
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believe  this  is  one  of  the  objections  in  the  veto  message 
to  the  bill  which  passed  the  two  Houses  in  1833.  An- 
«>ther  objection  now  made  is^  that  the  measure  will  be  a 
permanent  one»  It  Is  said,  if  the  distribution  is  once 
made,  if  the  States  and  people  but  once  get  a  taste  of 
this  treasure^  they  will  never  give  it  up.  And  this  last 
argument,  so  complimentary  to  the  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  people,  is  one  which  is  urged  with  consid- 
erable earnestnessi  and  I  do  not  know  but  the  time  may 
Boon  come,  if  it  has  not  already  arrived,  when  implicit 
faith  In  it  will  be  required  as  one  of  the  qualifications  for 
membership  in  what  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  denomi- 
nate the  <*  democratic  party."  I  confess  my  democracy 
is  not  of  that  character.  I  have  entire  confidence  in  the 
ultimate  decision  of  the  people.  If  the  distribution 
works  well,  and  the  revenue  of  the  country  will  admit 
it,  it  wiHbe  continued «  otherwise,  it  will  be  abandoned. 
Sir,  another  objection  made  against  this  bill  is,  that, 
by  placing  the  States  in  a  dependent  position  on  the 
General  Government,  it  will  tend  to  produce  consolida^ 
tion.  This,  I  think.  Is  also-  one  of  the  veto  objections. 
This  objection  is  not  only  overthrown  by  the  argument 
contained  in  the  President's  message  of  1830,  but  is  con- 
tradicted by  a  new  argument  which  has  lately  come  into 
fashion.  The  argument  is  this:  that  the  States,  by  ab- 
stracting the  funds  from  the  national  Treasury,  will  be- 
come all-powerful,  and  leave  the  General  Government 
too  weak  to  carry  on  its  necessary  operations.  I  confess, 
air,  that  this  argument,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  gentle- 
men claiming  to  have  in  their  peculiar  keeping  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  old  republican  party,  strikes  my  ears  rather 
gratingly.  But  this  is  a  day  of  new  things,  and  I  suppose 
we  must  brace  up  our  nerves  to  stand  the  shock  of  any 
thing,  however  strange  or  unexpected.  I  thought  that 
if  there  was  any  one  principle  which  stood  out  above  all 
others  as  the  platform  on  which  the  old  republican  party 
was  founded,  it  was  that  the  danger  to  our  system  arose 
from  the  weakness  of  the  States,  and  the  too  great  and 
absorbing  power  of  the  General  Government «  out  now, 
forsoothy  we  are  exhorted,  in  the  holy  names  of  repub- 
licanism and  democracy,  not  to  distribute  to  the  States  a 
surplus  revenue  which  the  General  Government  does 
not  need,  snd  cannot  use,  for  fear  of  endangering  the 
system,  by  strengthening  the  power  of  the  States!  Sir, 
this  objection,  like  the  other,  taxes  my  democracy  too 
heavily.     I  can't  go  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  objection  has  been  raised  against 
the  bill  on  your  table,  because  it  proposes  to  give  the 
new  States  some  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the 
sales  of  the  lands  within  their  respective  limits,  for  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement,  before  the  genersl 
distribution  is  madei  and  for  this  reason,  it  is  said,  the 
distribution  is  unequal  and  unjust  to  the  old  States.  Sir, 
this  objection  is  not  only  answered  by  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  the  Government,  which  I  have  before  stated,  to 
make,  as  a  means  of  enhancing  the  value  and  increasing 
the  sales  of  the  residue  of  the  lands,  grants  of  lands  for 
such  purposes,  but  by  the  fact  that  the  additional  ten 
per  cent,  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  place  the  new 
States  on  an  actual  equality  with  the  old,  for  the  reason 
that  the  former  have  increased  much  more  rapidly  in 
population,  since  the  last  census,  than  the  lattei^— of 
which  increase  in  the  new  States  the  amount  of  their 
respective  land  sales  is  the  best  practical  admeasurement. 
But  the  objection  is  contradicted  snd  overthrown  by 
another,  still  more  ^  extraordinary.  Sir,  in  a  public  doc- 
ument, where  I  find  this  objection  most  strongly  uived, 
and  most  laboriously  insisted  on,  the  final  viea-s  of  the 
author  are  summed  up  in  the  following  languaget  I  give 
it  verbatim  et  Hteratim:  **  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  the 
real  interest  of  each  and  all  the  Slates  in  the  Union,  and 
particularlv  of  the  new  States,  that  the  price  of  these 
lands  shall  he  reduced  and  graduated}  and  that,  after 
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they  have  been  oiFered  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
the  refuse  remaining  unsold  shall  be  abandoned  to  the 
States."  Yes,  sir,  we  are  told  that  it  is  unconstitutional, 
a  violation  of  compact,  and  unjust  to  the  old  Stately  to 
allow  the  new  States,  in  a  measure  of  general  distribu- 
tion, a  small  per  centage  on  the  smount  of  the  salesi 
and  yet,  that  after  a  few  thousand  acres  more  are  sold,  it 
will  be  perfectly  constitutional,  in  clear  conformity  with 
compact,  and  perfectly  just  to  the  old  States,  to  cede 
the  whole  of  the  lands  to  the  new.  Sir,  was  there  ever 
any  public  measure  which  met  with  such  unaccountable, 
such  extraordinary— is  it  too  much  to  say,  absurd-ob- 
jections? And  what,  sir,  is  the  object  of  this  war  upon 
reason  and  common  sense?  Why,  sir,  no  other,  that  I 
can  discover,  than  to  enable  the  very  persons  who  are 
carrying  on  the  war  to  reap  a  rich  harvest  of  patronage, 
by  controlling  and  directing  the  use  of  the  money  whose 
distribution  they  oppose.  And  this  brings  me  to  the 
consideration  of  another  objection  which  has  been  made^ 
and  the  last  one  which  I  shall  notice.  It  is  said  we  have 
no  security  that  the  Stales  will  make  a  wise  use  of  this 
money.  I  would  ask,  sir,  what  aecurity  have  the  peo« 
pie  that  we  shall  make  a  wise  use  of  it?  Have  they  not 
the  strongest  possible  reasons  to  believe  that,  if  it  re- 
mains undistributed,  we  shall  use  it  most  wastefuUy  and 
improvident ly?  If  they  are  not  already  sensible  of  it, 
they  have  read  but  poorly  the  signs  of  the  times,  have 
watched  but  carelessly  the  movements  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. Sir,  I  will  not  at  this  time  go  into  this  sub- 
ject more  fully  than  I  have  already  done.  But  I  would 
ask  if  there  is  a  man  here  who  seriously  and  truly  be* 
lieves  that  the  States  could  not,  and  would  not,  make  a 
much  better  use  of  this  money  than  we  should?  it  is 
notorious  that  the  States  use  their  funds  much  more  eco- 
nomically than  we  do— that  any  Stale  can  accomplish  a 
given  object  with  half  the  amount  of  money  that  we 
can.  Their  agents  are  nearer  to  the  people,  and  feel  a 
much  deeper  and  stronger  responsibility.  The  people 
themselves  take  a  deeper  interest  in  objects  of  a  State 
character  than  in  those  of  the  General  Government,  and 
watch  the  sgenta  more  closely.  And  whst  is  this  ob- 
jection, after  all,  but  an  insult  to  the  understandings  and 
mtegrity  of  the  people?  Gentlemen  talk  here  as  if  they 
supposed  all  the  virtue  and  all  the  wisdom  of  the  nation 
were  congregated  in  these  halls,  and  that  nothing  could 
be  well  done  unless  we  did  it. 

Sir,  I  have  no  such  belief.  I  believe  that  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania— ay,  and  Vermont  too— and 
every  other  State  in  the  Union,  would  appropriate  their 
respective  shares  in  this  fund  to  much  better  purposes 
than  we  should.  And,  sir,  1  have  no  fears  of  its  corrupt- 
ing the  States.  It  is  when  money  is  collected  in  large 
masses,  where  it  cannot  be  properly  used,  that  the  danger 
of  corruption  exista.  That  is  the  precise  situation  of  the 
surplus  revenue  in  reference  to  the  General  Government 
We  have  no  proper  objecU  to  which  we  can  apply  it, 
and  therefore  we  must  expect  that  it  will  naturally  be 
used  for  improper  and  corrupt  purposes.  The  condition 
of  the  States  is  wholly  different.  The  great  objects  of  in- 
temal  improvement  and  education,  which  come  within  the 
peculiar  province  of  State  legislation,  will  furnish  ample 
and  highly  beneficial  uses  for  the  application  of  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  years  to  come;  and  so  long 
as  those  objecta  require  the  fostering  care  of  the  State 
authorities,  there  is  no  possible  danger  that  the  fund  will 
corrupt  them.  Appropriated  under  the  wise  legislation 
of  the  people's  immediate  representatives,  it  will  infiise 
new  life  and  vigor  into  the  btisiness  of  the  whole  country, 
and  its  usefulness  be  benignly  felt  and  appreciated  by 
every  man  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  this  measure  of  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  was  a  measure 
of  the  people.    It  has  receiTed  the  long-recorded  appro- 
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bation  of  the  most  eminent  and  valued  men  of  all  political 
partiesi  it  ctnnot  be  resisted  by  anv  argument  wbich  ad- 
dresses Itself  to  the  good  sense  and  sound  reason  of  men, 
and  the  powerful  evidences  of  the  most  common  under- 
standing.    Do  you  suppose  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
especially  those  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  will  be 
satisfied  to  have  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury 
foolishly  squandered  on  the  seaboard,  or  that  they  will 
bf!  content  to  have  it  remain  in  the  custody  of  some  thirty 
or  forty  banking  corporations,  for  the  purpose  of  enablinp^ 
their  rich  stockholders  to  grow  still  richer,  by  loaning  it 
out  to  those  bloodsuckers  of  the  community — the  city 
brokers  and  stockjobbers^    Sir,  they  will  be  satisfied 
with  no  such  thing.     I  warn  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  if 
this  measure  fails  to  pass-^if  we  separate  without  making 
some  distribution  of  the  public  money,  the  first  question 
that  will  be  put  to  you«  when  you  reach  vour  district,  will 
be,  <«  Why  didn't  you  pass  the  land  bill.^"    And  have 
you,  sirt  got  your  answer  prepared?    [Mr.  Maxth  nodded 
afiirmatively.]    I  understand  your  intimation.     I  know, 
fir,  that  you  can  give  as  ingenious  an  answer  to  a  difficult 
question  as  anv  man  in  this  House  or  out  of  it.     But  I 
am  mistaken  if  you  do  not  find  yourself  puzzled  to  make 
a  satisfactory  one  to  this.     I  suppose  you  will  i*eply  to 
your  constituent  in  the  fiimiliar  language  of   party,  and 
say  to  him,  "  You  know,  friend,  this  is  one  of  Mr.  Clay'a 
old  plans  for  breaking  down  the  administration!  you  vote 
for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  don't  you?"     ••  Oh,  yes,"  the  con- 
stituent will  say,  •<  I  go  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  be  sure; 
he's  the  true  democratic  candidate •>  but  then  I  don't 
see  how  passing  the  land  bill  could  hurt  him;  Mr.  Clay's 
not  going  to  run."     *«  Oh,  but,"  says  the  representative, 
**  you  know  General  Jackson  is  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
that  it  would  have  been  vetoed  if  we  had  passed  it— you 
wouldn't  have  me  go  against  General  Jackson,  would 
you?"    «« Well,"  answers  the  constituent,  «•  I'm  a  Jack- 
son man,  to  be  sure;  1  always  was  a  Jackson  man — I  ipean 
ever  since  it  came  out  in  the  Argus  that  General  Jackson 
was  taken  into  the  democratic  party  i  but  I  don't  see  why 
General  Jackson  should  be  opposed  to  this  distribution- 
he  used  to  be  in  favor  of  it.     Don't  3^ou  think  Mr.  Van 
Buren  could  have  persuaded  him  to  sign  the  bill?"    "  I 
see,"  says  the  representative,  <*  you  don't  understand 
this  matter;  this  is  one  of  the  most  outrageous  measures 
that  was  ever  presented  to  Congress;  the  very  essence  of 
it  is  bribery— plain,  downright  bribery!"  ••  Well,"  saya 
the  constituent,  '*  I  am  opposed  to  bribery,  to  be  sure — 
and  General  Jackson,  and  the  whole  democratic  party, 
are  opposed  to  all  bribery,  in  the  SUte  Senate  and  every 
where  else;  but  then  I  don't  exactly  see  how  dividing  the 
money  among  all  the  people,  giving  to  every  one  an 
equal  share,  can  be  bribery,  when  giving  it  to  a  few  men 
in  the  citiea,  or  letting  the  banks  use  it  for  nothing,  is 
not.     But  I'll  think  of  it.  I  go  for  the  democratic  party* 
to  be  sure;   for  the  Benton  yellow  boys,  and  down  with 
«11  monopoliea,  but  I  don't  understand  how  this  can  be 
bribery,   aflcr  all — I  must  study  a  little  more  into  this 
matter."  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  not  pursue  this  dialogue 
further.     I  will  not  suppose  you  would  then  address 
your«>nstituent  in  what  has  been  alleged  to  be  the  secret 
language  of  party,  and  say  to  him  that  the  use  of  the  money 
was  needed  by  the  adminiatration  to  increase  the  patron- 
ageand  seeure  the  success  of  the  party.  I  will  not  suppose 
this,  because  1  know  you  to  be  incapable  of  either  avow- 
ing or  acting  upon  any  such  motive.     I  wish  I  could  say 
as  much  of  every  body. 

Sir,  I  have  a  few  words  to  say  in  regard  to  the  pecu- 
liar position  of  my  own  State,  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  this  Government,  when  I  shall  have  done. 
I  think  \  may  safely  say  that  no  State  in  the  Union  has 
•  shared  so  little  in  the  direct  pecuniary  benefits  of  the 
Oeneral  Government  as  Vermont.  Prom  the  very  be- 
ginning she  did  not  reap  all  the  advantages  conferred 


on  the  other  States.    Exercising  throughout  the  whole 
of  therevolutionary   war  an  actual  though  unacknowl- 
edged independence,  and  occupying  a  frontier  position, 
often  the  theatre  of  invasion,  and  slways  in  imminent 
danger  of  it,  her  people  bore  their  full  share  in  the 
perils,  the  trials,  the  expenses,  and  the  honors,  of  that 
contest.    Yet  she  came  into  the  Union  in  1791,  bringing 
not  with  her  a  State  debt  to  cast  as  a  burden  on  the 
nation,  but  to  unite  with  her  sister  States  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  twentv  millions  of  their  debts,  which  this 
Government  had  alreadv  assumed.  Under  the  operation 
of  the  taxing  power  of  this  Government,  she  has  paid 
her  vhare  of  the  debts  of  those  States,  in  proportion  to 
her  population  and  resources.     1   speak  not  this  by 
way  of  complaint;  1  make  the  atatement  as  matter  of 
fact  and  of  history.     Of  the  several  hundred  milliona 
of  the  expenditures  which  this  Government  has  made 
since    its  first    organization    under   the  present  con- 
stitution, but  a  fraction  has  been  disbursed  in  Vermont. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  from  printed  public 
documents,  the  precise  share  which  the  State  I  in  part 
represent  has  had  in  all  your  appropriations;  but  I  will 
give  you  the  amount  for  three  permanent  objects  of 
local  expenditure,  as  a  sample.    Your  expenditures  for 
fortifications  have  been  17.526,000  dollars;  for  internal 
improvements,  6,283,000  dollars;  and  of  neither  of  these 
sums  has  a  dollar  ever  reached  Vermont.      Your  ex- 
penditures for  light-houses  have  been  3,644,000  dollars; 
and  of  this  Vermont  has  received  the  sum  of  4,729  dol- 
lars and  22  cents.     Sir,  while  other  States  can  bosst  of 
the  fortifications,  the  nav^  yards,  the  custom-houses,  the 
marine  hospitals,  the  mints,  the  armories,  and  other 
splendid  works,  which  your  Treasury  has  caused  to 
spring  into  existence;  of  the  harbora  and  rivers  whose 
channels  j^ou  have  deepened  and  enlarged;  of  roads  and 
canals  which  your  munificence  has  constructed  or  aided, 
the  onlv  legible  marks  which  you  have  made  on  the 
surface  of  Vermon',  to  which  her  people  can  point  ae 
evidence  that  she  also  belongs  to  the  Union,  is  the  light- 
house I  have  mentioned,  and  a   small  arsenal— both 
together  costing  the  Government  something  less  than 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.     I  speak  not  even  this  in  the 
way  of  complaining  of  the  past  expenditures  of  this 
Government,  or  as  putting  in  a  claim  tor  a  large  share  in 
the  future  expenditures  for  similar  objects.    It  is  doubt- 
less  true  thst  expenditures  for  national  purposes  should 
be  made,  where  the  general  interest  requires  them, 
without  reference  to  State  lines;  and  I  know  that,  of  the 
vast  amount  of  your  future  appropriations,  but  a  mere 
trifle  can  ever  be  expected  to  reach  the  State  of  which 
I  am  a  representative.     You  have  ceased  making  appro- 
priations for  internal  improvements,  snd  we  can  expect 
nothing  for  such  objects.     Our  people  are  hardy  and 
brave,  have  always  shown  themselves  well  qualified  to 
defend  their  territory,  and  require  no  fortifications;  and^ 
having  no  seaboard,  we  are  cut  off  from  reaping  any 
local  benefits  from  the  thousand  maritime  objects  for 
which  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  funds  of  this  Gov- 
ernment have  been,  and  in  all  probability  will  continue 
to  be,  expended.     Sir,  the  people  of  Vermont  under- 
stand   the    consequences  which,   under    the  practical 
legislation  of  this  Government,  are  to  follow  from  their 
inland  position;  and  they  have  been  long  looking  for- 
ward to  the  period  when,  the  national  debt  being  dis- 
charged, and  a  surplus  found  in  the  Treasury,  all  objec- 
tions to  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
would  cease.    The  expected  period  has  arrived,  but  the 
objections  still  continue;  and  we  were  warned  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the 
opening  of  this  debate,  that  there  was  not  only  to  be  no 
distribution,  but  that,  if  the  surplus  continued,  the  com- 
promise tariflf  act  would  not  long  be  respected.     Sir,  I 
know  this  would  be  the  natural  consequence  of  the 
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Accumulation  of  an  excess  of  revenue  and  a  denial  of  iu 
distribution;  and  being  very  sure  that  the  extravagant 
expenditures  which  are  proposed  to  be  made,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  the  surplus,  cannot  meet  the  deliberate 
approbation  of  the  people,  I  believe  the  question  will  be 
between  an  abandonment  of  the  tariff  and  a  distribution 
of  the  surplus  among  the  States.  Tes,  sir,  the  measure 
of  justice  which  you  propose  to  deal  out  to  the  agri- 
culturists^  the  manufacturers,  and  the  mechanics  of 
Vermont,  is  not  only  to  deny  them  all  advantages  from 
the  common  fund  arising  out  of  the  public  lands,  but  to 
sacrifice  the  rewards  of  their  industry  to  the  cupidity 
of  the  capitalists,  and  the  competition  of  the  paupers  of 
foreign  Governments.  Permit  roe  to  say  that  this  is 
a  measure  of  justice,  or  rather  of  crying  injustice,  which 
they  will  not  accept.  And,  sir,  their  position  will  not 
be  a  lonely  one.  The  people  of  the  whole  country, 
and  especially  of  the  interior,  perceiving  that  this 
measure  of  distribution  is  one  which,  in  all  its  aspects, 
involves  their  highest  and  deepest  interests,  and  that, 
compared  with  it,  their  petty  contests  about  who,  for 
the  time  being,  shall  enjoy  the  honors  and  emoluments 
of  ofBce,  dwindle  into  msig^ificsnce,  will  rise  in  their 
might,  and,  breaking  asunder  the  parly  shackles  which 
have  bound  them,  will  speak  to  their  representativea  a 
language  in  its  favor  which  cannot  be  misunderstood,, 
and  will  not  be  resisted.  But  I  will  not  dwell  on  this' 
subject.  I  have  already  occupied  more  of  the  time  of 
the  committee  than  I  intended,  and  I  forbear  to  submit 
any  further  remarks.* 

Mr.  BEAUMONT  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chah'man:  I  beg  leave  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
committee  for  a  few  moments,  and  I  assure  gentlemen  I 
will  not  trespass  long  upon  their  patience.  The  only 
offering  I  bring  to  conciliate  their  kind  feelings  is  an 
honesty  of  purpose.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment 
to  the  bill,  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  to 
the  bill  itself,  in  part.  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
because  it  adds  an  extravagant  item  to  the  appropria- 
tions in  the  bill,  already  too  extravagant.  I  am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Auiv,]  because,  whatever 
be  its  merits,  as  a  distinct  proposition,  I  think  it  has  no 
appropriate  place  in  this  bill;  and  I  am  opposed  to  the 
bill  in  its  present  shape,  because  it  contains  appropria- 
tions extravagant  in  amount,  and,  as  I  believe,  uncalled 
for  by  the  necessities  of  the  public  service. 

♦The  public  lands  were  acquired  by  the  United 
States  by  cessions  from  the  old  States,  (the  most  impor- 
tant being  that  of  Virginia  in  1783,)  and  by  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana  in  1802,  and  Florida  in  1819.  The  quantity 
of  land  in  the  States  and  organised  Territories,  in  which 
the  Indian  title  still  remains,  is  about  seventy-nine  mil- 
lions of  acres.  In  two  hundred  and  sixty>ei^ht  millions 
the  Indian  title  has  become  extinct,  and  of  this  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  millions  have  been  aurveyed,  forty- 
four  millions  of  it  sold,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
millions  remain  unsold.  Besides  this,  there  are,  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  without  the  boundaries  of  the  States 
and  Territories,  about  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  millions 
of  acres  belonging  to  the  United  States,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  Inaian  titles. 

The  amount  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic fainds  for  the  years  1833,  1834^  and  1835,  which  the 
land  bill  proposes  to  distribute,  is  $30,571,135  75.  The 
amount  of  the  sales  for  the  first  quaf  ter  of  the  present 
year  exceeds  five  and  a  half  millions.  Estimating  the 
proceeds  of  1836  at  fifteen  and  a  half  millions,  the 
annount  to  be  distributed  at  the  end  of  the  present  vear 
will  be  about  thirty-six  millions.  This  sum,  after  deduct- 
ing the  ten  per  cent,  allowed  to  the  new  States,  diatrib- 
uted  among  the  States  according  to  their  federal  popu- 


I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  a  republican  Government  is  economy.  To  take 
no  more  from  the  people  than  is  absolutely  neceisary  to 
supply  the  economical  and  constitutional  wants  of  the 
Government  is  the  dictate  of  justice  and  of  patriotism. 
All  the  money  expended  by  the  Government,  whether 
properly  or  improperly,  comes  directly  or  indirectly 
from  the  people — the  laboring  people — a  portion  of 
whom  have  been  recently  characterized  here  as  a  mere 
wandering  herd  of  reckless  adventurers,  having  neither 
virtue,  nor  home,  nor  tie  of  affection,  to  bind  them  to 
the  soil  of  their  country;  but  whom  I  consider  as  consti- 
tuting a  portion  of  that  virtuous  yeomanry  who  are  the 
main  support  of  our  country  in  peace,  and  its  buckler  in 
war.  Labor  is  the  foundation  of  all  support,  national  or 
individual;  and  all  extravagant  or  unnecessary  expendi- 
ture by  the  Government  is  a  wanton  injury  done  to  the 
laboring  classes.  To  protect  this  most  useful  class,  the 
life  and  soul,  the  bone  and  muscle  of  the  nation,  should 
be  the  first  care  of  every  agent  or  representative  of  the 
people.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  few  real  and  devoted 
•advocates  have  the  people  in  the  House  of  the  people! 
Is  there  not  too  often  a  more  manifest  devotion  here,  to 
the  interests  of  those  who  live  upon  the  favora  of  the 
Government,  than  to  the  interests  of  those  who  furnish 
these  favors?  Is  it  not  too  often  the  case  that  Govern- 
ment itself  rests  its  support  on  those  who  are  aupported 
by  the  means  drawn  from  the  people,  more  than  upon  the 
people  themselves?  In  monarchies  the  maxim  is,  that 
'*  the  people  are  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Govern- 
ment;" in  a  free  Government,  such  as  ours  was  intended 
to  be,  the  maxim  is,  <*  the  Government  is  made  lor  the 
benefit  of  the  people."  • 

Frugality,  economy,  and  e<;|ual  justice,  are  the  life- 
giving  principles  of  a  republic.  Splendor,  waste,  and 
an  unequal  distribution  of  favors,  are  its  bane.  A  ration- 
al people  will  submit  to  all  burdens  imposed  for  the 
common  weal — all  taxation  that  is  necessary  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  just  support  of  the  necessary  constitu- 
ted authorities.  Further  than  this  submission  is  a  crime, 
and  a  badge  of  servitude.  That  system  of  taxation  which 
goes  to  support  useless  establishments — which  takes 
from  the  comforts  of  one  to  add  to  the  indulgence  of 
another — which  takes  away  the  fruits  of  the  labor  of  one 
man,  to  support  the  extravagance  and  idleness  of  an-  ~ 
other,  under  whatever  name  it  may  come,  whether  it 

lation,  will  give  to  each  individual  about  two  dolhrt  and 
seventy-five  cents.  The  share  of  Vermont  in  this  distri- 
bution, with  a  population  of  380,655,  would  be  ^71,800. 
If  the  State  should  make  this  a  fund  for  the  support  of 
schools,  it  would,  at  an  interest  of  six  percent.,  produce 
the  amount  of  #46,308,  equal  to  the  sum  that  would  be 
produced  by  a  tax  of  two  and  a  quarter  cents  on  the  whole 
g^nd  list  of  the  State.  If  the  procee'ds  of  the  sales  for 
1837,  which  the  land  bill  also  provides  for  diBtributing, 
should  equal  those  of  the  present  year,  the  annual  inter- 
est of  the  fund  would  considerably  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  three  cent  tax  annually  assessed  for  the  support 
of  schools,  and  enable  the  Legislature,  if  it  thought  prop- 
er, to  dispense  with  its  future  collection. 

If  the  Legislature  should,  under  proper  regulations^ 
provide  by  law  for  enabling  the  several  towns  in  the 
State  to  take  charge  of  their  respective  shares  of  the 
fund,  and  distribute  the  same  among  them  in  proportion 
to  their  population,  the  sum  which  each  town  would  ob- 
tain at  the  end  of  the  present  year  may  be  readily  calcu- 
lated, by  allowing  two  dollars  seventy-five  cents  for  each 
individual.  Thus,  a  town  of  one  hundred  inhabitarita 
would  receive  $275^  one  of  five  hundred  inhabitants 
#1,375;  of  one  thousand,  #2,750j  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred,  #4,125|  of  two  thousand,  #5,500;  of  three  tbolS- 
sand,  #8,350,  kc^Nide  hy  Mr.  H. 
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5  the  character  of  "  protection"  or  ••  the  general 
welfare/'  ia  oppreaaion  under  an  inaidioua  diaguise,  and 
ft  apecttlation  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people.  Any 
Government  that  imposea  unneceaaary  Uzation  is  op- 
preaaive.  Has  our  Government  at  any  time  been  guilty 
of  this  offence^  Let  the  extraordinary  increase  in 
amount  of  our  expenditures,  the  thirty-five  millions  of 
surplus  said  to  be  now  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  grace- 
less scramble  for  iU  division,  answer  that  question. 

From  twelve  to  fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  I  believe, 
have  been  expended  within  the  Ust  twenty  years,  on 
and  about  fortifications,  besides  very  large  sums  in  their 
armament;  and  it  ia  presumed  that  if  a  conscionable  in- 
ventory were  at  thia  time  taken  by  competent  and  disin- 
terested engineers,  the  whole  would  not  amount  in  value 
to  four  millions,  perhaps  not  so  much. 

The  question  may  be  asked,  where  is  the  balance  of 
eight  or  ten  millions?  It  may,  perhaps,  be  set  down  to 
the  account  of  the  "general  welfare,"  or,  in  pUin  Eng- 
lish, gone  to  the  support  of  those  who  have  rendered 
no  equivalent  in  aervice,  but  have  found  it  more  com- 
fortable to  live  on  the  public  than  upon  their  own  re- 
souroea. 

Shall  we  increase  the  permanent  expenditures  of  our 
Government  because  a  system  of  unnecessary  taxation 
has  brought  a  surplus  into  the  Treasury?  Thia  will  only 
make  the  evil  perpetual,  and  render  permanent  the  vi- 
cious system  of  taxation. 

All  the  modes  heretofore  proposed  as  a  remedy  for 
the  aurpltts  in  the  Treasury,  which  all  aeem  to  deprecate 
as  an  evily  only  goto  rivet  the  mischief  upon  the  people. 
The  wrong  is  in  Uking  the  money  unnecessarily  from 
the  people*  not  in  its  remaining  in  the  Treasury,  for  in 
that  there  can  be  no  wrong.  But  if  you  increase  your 
public  expenditures,  you  can  never  again  diminish  them, 
however  great  the  necessity,  without  almost  resorting  to 
a  revolution.  But  it  may  be  asked  what  remedy  I  would 
propose?  I  answer,  take  the  taxea  off  the  people.  Sus- 
pend the  ssle  of  the  public  lands,  except  to  bonafide  or 
actual  settlers,  in  limited  quantities.  Lieave  the  money 
in  the  pocketa  of  thoae  who  earn  it,  and  not  extort  it 
from  them,  and  then  trifle  with  their  understanding  by 
pretending  to  render  it  back  to  them,  which  is  only  a 
promise  made  to  the  ear  to  be  broken  to  the  under- 
standing. 

The  squandering  the  public  domain  in  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  dissipated  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  I  believe  to  be  a  violent  perversion  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  original  grantors,  (of  a  part  of  that  land  at 
least,)  and  of  the  Government  in  making  the  investment. 
What  has  been  sold  within  the  last  year  for  eight  or  ten 
milliona  of  dollars,  to  capitalists  and  apeculatora,  who 
never  intended  to  till  one  foot  of  it,  if  it  had  been  pru- 
dently retained,  in  a  few  years  would  have  been  worth 
to  tlie  people  perhaps  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
These  lands  should  be  retained  for  the  actual  settle***  as 
an  asylum  for  the  poor  but  industrioes  man,  as  land  be- 
comes high  in  value  and  the  population  becomea  dense 
in  the  old  States,  and  their  proceeds  should  be  made 
available  to  relieve  the  people  from  taxation.  This  I 
consider  the  legitimate  object  of  the  States  in  granting, 
and  of  the  Government  in  purchasing,  these  lands. 

Mr.  Jefferson*  who  wrote  almost  with  the  pen  of  in- 
spiration, when  speaking  of  the  righta  of  man,  and  the 
legitimate  purpose  of  Government,  after  recounting  the 
oiany  natural  advantages  we  enjoyed,  of  position,  soil, 
•nd  cUmate,  asks,  ••  what  more  is  necessary  to  make  us  a 
happy  and  prosperous  people?"  and  answers,  *'A  wise 
and  frugal  Government,  which  shall  restrain  men  from 
injuring  one  another,  shall  leave  them  otherwiae  free  to 
regulate  their  own  pursuits  of  industry  snd  improvement, 
•ad  shall  not  take  from  the  mouth  of  Ubor  the  bread  it 
bat  earned." 


And  again  he  says,  **  Considering  the  general  tendency 
to  multiply  officea  and  dependencies,  and  to  increase  ex- 
pense to  the  ultimate  term  of  burden  that  the  citizen  can 
bear,  it  behooves  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  occaaion 
which  preaenta  itself  for  taking  off  the  surcharge,  that 
it  may  never  be  aeen  beret  that  after  leaving  to  labor  the 
smallest  proportion  on  its  earnings  on  which  it  can  sub- 
sist. Government  shall  itself  consume  the  residue  of  what 
it  was  instituted  to  guard." 

Are  there  any  symptoms  of  a  disregard  of  this  sound 
advice  of  the  man  whose  name  is  so  frequently  invoked 
by  us  all,  in  the  transactiona  of  this  body?  A  reference 
to  the  bills  passed,  and  in  the  progress  of  passing,  du* 
ring  the  present  session,  will  best  settle  this  question. 

My  reneotions,  Mr.  Chairman,  lead  me  to  conclude 
that  the  beat  preparations  we  can  make  for  the  defence 
of  this  country  againat  the  contingency  of  war  and  con- 
queat,  ia,  to  preserve  our  free  repablican  institutions* 
such  as  our  fathers  left  them,  unimpaired.  The  moat 
impregnable  breastworks  we  can  oppose  to  invasion  are 
the  breasts  of  a  free  people.  So  long  as  the  people  of 
this  country  are  left  in  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of 
their  rights,  and  not  aubjected  to  onnecessarv  exactions* 
nor  degraded  by  odious  distinctions,  they  will  be  invinci- 
ble; but  whenever  they  shall  find  themselves  oppressed 
by  a  corrupt  and  extravagant  Government,  and  degraded 
by  privileged  orders*  the  charm  of  invincibility  will  be 
exploded;  and  although  our  whole  frontiers  were  em- 
bossed with  fortifications,  and  garnished  with  a  million 
of  cannon,  our  country  would  become  the  prey  of  the 
firat  invader  who  ahould  guaranty  a  relief  from  such 
wrongs. 

Our  republic  can  only  be  maintained  in  vigor  and 
health,  by  adhering  to  the  first  principles  on  which  it 
was  founded.  These  principles  are  economy,  simplici- 
ty, and  a  severe  abstinence  from  the  corrupt  practices 
and  abuaes  of  foreign  Governments.  How  have  we  kept 
these  observances?  Are  we  not  %\tTy  day  borrowing 
and  enlarging  upon  these  foreign  examplea?  How  long* 
is  it  since  we  raised  the  salaries  of  our  navy  officers  from 
the  republican  to  the  monarchical  standard*  upon  the 
grounds  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  of  enabling 
our  officers  to  vie  in  extravagance  and  display  with  the 
miniona  of  tyranny  in  Europe?  Did  we  not  raise  the  pay 
of  a  post  captain  from  about  two  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars  to  more  than  four  thousand  six  hundred,  and  of 
all  the  subordinate  officers  in  pretty  much  the  same 
ratio?  And  have  not  the  officers  of  the  navy  been  in- 
creaaed  to  near  four  times  the  number  required  to  per^ 
form  all  the  necessary  service?  Did  we  not  increase  the 
aggregate  pay  of  the  officera  at  one  session*  and  in  time 
of  profound  peace,  from  little  more  than  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  more  than  one  million  one  hundred 
thouaand  dollara?  But  at  the  same  time  no  proviaion,  I 
think,  waa  made  for  the  increase  of  the  poor  seaman's 
pay;  he  who,  at  last*  must  brave,  through  all  dan- 
gers, the  brunt  of  the  battle  and  the  atorm.  And  where* 
Mr.  Chairman*  let  me  aak,  are  a  large  proportion  of 
these  very  officers  who  receive  some  one,  two,  and  three 
thousand  dollara  a  year  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  sup- 
plied by  the  labor  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country  ?  Ia 
It  a  fact,  aa  has  been  hinted*  that  a  large  number  of  them 
are  employed  on  board  of  steamboats,  merchant  veasela* 
and  in  other  pursuits*  from  which  they  realise  from 
twelve  hundred  to  fifteen  hundred  dollara  a  year  in  addi- 
tion to  their  public  aalariea?  I  cannot  vouch  for  this*  but 
I  have  heard  It  atAed  to  be  the  fact. 

But  can  theae  extravagances  be  charged  to  the  acccrant 
of  the  present  administration  and  ita  trienda'  1  anawer 
no;  for  it  will  be  found,  by  reference  to  the  public  docu- 
menta*  that  the  annual  appropriations  for  the  public  aer- 
vice have  been  uniformly  increased  some  milliona  beyond 
the  estimates  fomiabed  by  the  executive  officers. 
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1831, 
1832, 
1833, 
1834, 


Etiimatet. 

#11,852,911  09 

12,864,099  38 

17,995,581  17 

18,057,488  73 

#60,770,080  37 


#13,588,681  39 
18,397,751  82 
22,695.782  65 
20,968,992  49 

#75,651,208  35 
60,770,080  37 


Excess  of  appropriations  over  the 
estimates  in  four  years,     -        -    #14,881,127  98 

Besides,  in  all  the  annual  nnessages  of  the  present  Ezecu- 
tire,  he  has  enjoined  upon  the  attention  of  Congress  the 
necenity  of  retrenchment  and  economy  in  our  public 
expenditures.  Besides  it  will  be  found,  by  adverting  to 
the  history  of  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  that  all  the 
extravagant  measures  of  expenditure  have  been  caused 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  opposition  and  a  small  minori- 
ty of  those  who  profess  to  be  friends  to  republican  prin- 
ciples^ but  who,  it  would  seem,  follow  the  flock  for  the 
fleece,  rather  than  its  safety.  Look  at  the  history  of  the 
navy-pay  bill,  the  harbor  bills,  the  fortification  bills,  the 
bills  authorizing  extra  public  printing,  and  the  Document- 
ary History  of  the  Revolution,  the  increase  in  number 
and  emolument  of  the  custom-house  officers,  the  dona^ 
lions  to  this  District  and  its  corporations,  amounting  to 
some  four  millions  of  dollars,  superadded  to  all  the  other 
advantages  it  enjoys  over  other  portions  of  the  republic, 
from  the  location  of  the  seat  of  Government  here,  not 
omitting  the  recent  appropriations  for  the  two  custom- 
houses in  the  cities  of  Boston  and  New  York,  estimated 
hj  some  to  cost  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  principal  argument  adduced  to  juatify  these  ex- 
travagant appropriations,  and  the  increase  of  our  estab- 
lishments, is  the  great  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  not  the 
real  wants  of  the  public  service.  But  will  this  surplus 
always  last?  How  has  it  been  created?  Has  it  not  been 
produced  by  abusing  the  patriotism  of  the  peoplet  by 
taking  advantage  of  their  willingness  to  submit  to  almost 
any  burden  of  taxation  to  discharge  the  war  debt  of  the 
Revolution  and  of  1812,  and  adroitly  keeping  on  those 
taxes  after  the  debt  has  been  discharged,  by  specious 
arguments  and  the  magic  of  a  pretended  compromise, 
and  by  appeals  to  the  cupidity  of  those  "who  would 
live  every  bow  and  any  how'*  but  by  fair  and  equal  com- 
petition, the  foundation  of  political  justice? 

Another  source  whence  this  surplus  in  the  Treasury 
flows  is  the  confiscation  (for  that  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
most  appropriate  term)  of  the  public  lands.  But  this 
will  not  last  forever.  A  few  years  of  wild  specuUition, 
such  as  has  been  produced  in  part  by  the  dropsical  state 
of  our  Treasury  system,  will  leave  scarcely  an  acre  of 
valuable  land  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  this  side  of 
the  Rocky  mountains. 

But  although  these  sources  of  revenue,  by  the  force  of 
the  <*  compromise,"  so  called,  (a  new  name  for  an  act  of 
Congress,)  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  public  domain, 
may  fail,  the  disposition  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  diminish.  These  persons,  who  have 
been  indulged  with  a  public  support,  cannot  be  so  easily 
weaned  and  persuaded  to  resort  to  the  dull  reality  of 
providing  for  their  own  support,  but  become  the  more 
ravenous  as  the  fountains  whence  their  sustenance  flows 
diminish,  and  additional  Uxation  must  then  be  resorted  to. 

All  the  dependencies  created  by  the  Government, 
whether  necessary  or  unnecessary — the  army,  the  navy, 
the  numerous  corps  engaged  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
departments  of  the  Government,  embracing  the  count- 
less hundreds  engaged  in  the  collection  of  the  customs^ 
with  all  the  various  ramifications  inseparable  from  the 
enforcement  of  high  tariff  laws,  naturally  form  a  confed- 
^racy  against  the  interesU  of  the  people.    And  is  there 


no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  this  confederacy?  la 
there  no  ground  to  fear  that  this  combination  may  be- 
come our  masters,  and,  like  the  janizariea  or  Roman 
legions,  crush  that  very  liberty  they  were  raised  to 
defend? 

It  would  seem,  from  the  course  of  legislation  in  thia 
country,  that  the  obiect  of  one  class  of  political  econo- 
mists is  to  impose  as  neavy  a  burden  upon  the  people  as 
they  can  bear.  The  expenditures  are  to  be  mcreased 
while  the  Treasury  is  full  from  the  excess  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  beyond  the  wants  of  the  settlers,  and  the 
**  surcharge"  of  the  war  taxes,  in  order  to  furnish  an 
excuse  for  an  increase  of  the  tariff,  when  the  land  fund 
shall  be  exhausted.  They  seem  to  be  unwilling  that  the 
people  should  be  relieved  from  the  weight  of  taxation, 
lest,  af\er  enjoying  the  comforts  of  a  relief,  they  should 
refuse  to  submit  to  the  burden  again,  without  a  Just 
cause.  They  seem  fearful  of  the  example  of  strict  econ- 
omy in  our  expenditures,  and  a  relief  from  taxation,  lest 
the  people  should  insist  upon  a  rigid  observance'  of  the 
same  economy  in  future.  It  would  seem  there  was  a 
determined  purpose  that  the  annual  expenditures  should 
not  J>e  reduced  to  some  twelve  or  ten  millions  of  dollars^ 
(which  I  sincerely  believe,  with  every  liberal  allowance, 
is  all  that  Is  actually  needed  in  time  of  peace,)  because 
it  would  afford  an  example  dangerous  to  the  existence  of 
the  "American  system,'*  so  called,  the  parent  of  so 
much  extravagance,  the  true  essence  of  which,  after  all 
that  may  be  said  to  mystify  the  subject,  when  it  extends 
beyond  the  purposes  of  legitimate  revenue,  is  to  take 
.from  the  many  and  give  to  the  few«  to  enable  one  master 
manu&cturer,  by  the  means  of  the  bounty  of  Govern- 
ment in  favor  of  capital,  to  subject  the  labor  pf  hundreds 
to  his  sole  benefit!  to  make  one  man  immensely  rich, 
while  the  hundreds  are  poor;  to  enable  one  matter  man- 
ufacturer to  make  more  clear  profit  than  a  whole  coun- 
try of  farmers  and  mechanics.  A  Judicious  tariff,  having 
for  its  object  only  a  revenue  necessary  for  the  legitimate 
and  economical  wants  of  the  Government,  is  not  objec- 
tionable; but  its  perversion  to  subserve  unconstitutional 
purposes  is  the  wrong  to  which  I  object. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  whatever  extravagances  that 
are  tolerated  under  this  Government,  this  House  is  ac- 
countable. It  must  rise  from  the  fatuity  or  unfaithfulness 
of  those  who  are  placed  here  as  sentinels  to  guard  the 
rights  of  the  people.  If  their  rights  are  impaired  or  suf- 
fered to  be  invaded,  we  are  accountable.  We  ought, 
then,  to  see  that  not  a  dolUr  is  taken  from  the  people  for 
an  unnecessary  purpose;  not  a  dollar  should  be  taken 
from  the  Treasury  unless  for  an  equivalent  in  service; 
not  an  officer  should  be  created  unless  demanded  by  the 
public  neceasity;  no  one  ahould  be  retained  in  office  who 
does  not  manifest  a  devotion  to  the  public  interest;  and 
the  public  servant  should  not  be  allowed  a  higher  reward 
for  bis  services  than  his  masters,  with  equal  industry, 
prudence,  and  economy. 

By  a  system  of  unnecessary  taxation  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditure, we  may  have  what  is  termed  a  splendid  Gov- 
ernment, but  its  necessary  consequence,  a  poor  and  op- 
pressed people.  Where  splendor  begins,  liberty  de- 
clines. They  both  cannot  subsist  together.  In  corrupt 
and  despotic  Governments,  the  people  are  kept  in  awe  by 
splendor  and  fear.  In  this  country,  however,  we  at 
least  profess  to  be  governed  by  reason.  The  majesty  of 
our  Government  is  justice,  and  its  splendor  consists  in 
its  simplicity,  and  its  guaranty  of  equal  rights  and  equal 
protection  to  all.  Every  attempt  to  assimilate  this  chaste 
fi^ric  of  civil  liberty  to  the  vices  and  corruptions  of  Eu- 
rope, deforms  the  symmetry  of  its  proportions;  and  every 
attempt  at  8plend5)r,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  happiness  and 
welfare  of  the  people,  is  a  wrong  done  to  the  memory  of 
its  founders. 

Mr.  JENIFER  then  rose  and  spoke  as  follows*. 
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Mr.  Chairman:  1  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  before 
the  committee  rises,  as  U  is  understood  that  the  question 
will  be  taken  to-night.  I  should  not  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  (he  committee,  worn  down  as  they  must  be  at 
this  late  hour,  after  so  long  and  fatiguing  a  session,  from 
ten  o'clock  this  morning  till  the  present  time,  now  past 
eight  at  night,  did  I  believe  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  me  at  any  other  time  of  expressing  my  opinion 
in  repljr  to  various  matters  which  have  been  introduced  du- 
ring this  discussion.  I  hope  to  find  an  excuse  in  the  exam- 
ples which  have  been  set  me,  should  my  remarks  not  be 
confined  to  the  question  immediately  under  consideration. 
Many  topics  have  been  introduced  which  would  more 
properly  have  suited  other  occaaions;  but  as  (his  appro- 
priation bill  seems  to  have  been  set  apart  for  the  ex- 
pression  of  opinions  upon  each  and  every  subject,  I  will 
avail  myself  of  the  means  thus  afforded  of  making  a  few 
remarks.  In  doing  which,  I  desire  that  my  colleague 
from  the  upper  district  of  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  may 
be  present  before  I  conclude,  as  I  have  an  account  to 
settle  with  him,  which  concerns  the  State  of  Maryland, 
himself,  and  myself. 

[Mr.  Tboxas  announced  himself  as  being  present,  and 
Mr.  JairmB  proceeded.] 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
[Mr.  CAXBBaLtjro]  being  amongst  the  first  to  embark, 
followed  by  his  colleague  and  others,  in  this  erratic  dis- 
cussion, which  has  siven  rise  to  a  debate  almost  unprece- 
dented as  to  latUtide,  character,  and  irrelevancy,  I  may 
be  pardoned,  should  T,  in  some  measure,  follow  in  their 
traki. 

It  was  emphatically  asked  by  one  of  his  colleagues 
from  the  eity  of  New  York,  [Mr.  McKboh,]  who  so  elo- 
quently addressed  (he  committee  (he  other  day,  **  Where 
will  be  the  surplus  revenue  when  the  fortifications,  the 
navy,  and  the  Indian  treaties,  are  provided  for?"  It  may 
well  be  asked,  if  the  profligate  expenditures  which  are 
projected  and  called  for  are  sanctioned  by  the  country, 
where  will  be  the  revenue  to  meet  the  demands?  Not- 
withstanding it  is  admitted  that  there  will  be  upwards  of 
forty  millions  in  the  Treasury,  atill  we  hear  much  in 
eulogy  of  the  economy  of  this  administration,  and  whilst 
millions  are  appropriated  without  estimates  from  any  of 
the  Departments  of  the  Government,  barely  upon  appli- 
cation of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  who  has  been  compelled  to  amend  his  own  bills 
presented  to  (he  House,  as  inadequate  to  effect  (he  ob- 
jects intended,  defec(ive  in  the  estimates  which  he  him- 
self has  relied  on,  and  totally  repugnant  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  and  bis  friends  have  heretofore  advo- 
cated, of  specific  sppropriations  of  the  public  money. 
This  is  one  of  the  evidences  of  the  specific  economy  of 
the  friends  of  this  administration. 

Mr.  Chairman,  for  myself,  I  have  opposed  no  obstacle 
to  the  appropriation  bills  proper,  more  particularW  that 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  externally,  and  that  for  the 
suppression  of  hostilides  within  our  boilers,  or  upon  the 
frontier.  But  I  confess  I  have  looked  with  astonishment 
at  the  credulity  of  this  House  in  taking  for  granted  that 
every  appropriation  asked  for,  no  matter  how  extrava- 
gant, was  indispensable  1o  the  public  interest;  although 
bill  after  bill  has  been  passed,  appropriating  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dolUrs,  in  addition  to  the  amounts  called  for 
by  the  Departments,  some  not  having  the  sanction  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but,  as  far  as  we  are  in- 
formed, by  an  understanding  be(ween  the  chairman  and 
the  heads  of  some  of  the  Departments.  And  yet,  if  a 
member  of  the  opposition  asks  for  an  explanation,  or  a 
few  hoars  to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  the  expend- 
iture, he  is  denounced,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  as  at- 
tempting to  clog  the  Government,  to  arrest  the  public  I 
busmess,  and  to  defeat  the  necessary  appropriations^  his  | 
sympathfes  are  excited,  and  all  the  benevolent  feelings  of  I 


the  heart  enlisted,  to  expedite  the  passage  of  those  billsy 
without  time  being  afforded  for  examination.  Thus  many 
of  the  appropriations  have  been  unprecedented,  extrava- 
gant in  the  highest  degree,  and  uncalled  for  by  any  sys- 
tem of  economical  expenditure.  But  the  ultimate  object 
was  sufficiently  avowed  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  when,  in  his  opening 
speech,  he  proclaimed  that  he  '*  had  rather  see  the  country 
plunged  in  war,  than  the  passage  of  the  land  bill."  This 
explains  the  cause  of  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  It  is  the  policv  and  determination  to  squan- 
der it  away  upon  useless  objects,  sooner  than  there  shall 
be  a  surplus  to  be  returned  to  the  people,  by  an  equi- 
table distribution  amongst  the  States,  according  to  the  bill 
which  has  just  passed  the  Sena(e,  because  this  profli- 
gate expenditure  may  add  to  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  Government,  by  being  distributed  by  this  and  the  suc- 
ceeding administration  for  their  political  advancement, 
instead  of  being  distributed  amongst  the  States  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people. 

The  honorable  chairman  advanced  another  opinion, 
and  declared  (hat  **  the  compromise  bill  was  obnoxfous 
and  corrupting  to  the  States — a  curse  to  the  country."  The 
gentleman  surely  could  not  have  seen  the  force  of  this 
remark,  or,  in  his  anxiety  for  denunciation,  forgot  to  ree* 
ollect  that  General  Jackson  approved  and  signed  that 
compromise  bill!  This  is  the  first  evidence  we  have  yet 
had  of  his  friends  charging  him  with  approving  a  measure 
<*  corrupting  to  the  States."  Why  was  not  his  veto 
power  exercised  to  save  the  States  from  this  '*  obnox- 
ious" measure?  Or  why  did  he  become  a  **particep9 
eriminit^'  in  inflicting  a  curse  upon  his  country?  The  gen- 
tleman has  not  assigned  the  true  reason  why  he  and  bis 
friends  are  so  denunciatory  of  this  bill.  The  compromise 
bill  took  from  the  nominee  and  his  partlaians  one  of  the 
most  efficient  grounds  of  electioneering;  it  settird  (he 
then  existing  difierence  between  the  North  and  the 
South,  between  the  tariff  and  anti-tariiF  parties.  That 
exciting  queation  being  settled,  no  room  is  lefV,  upon 
(hat  subject  at  least,  for  the  candidate  of  the  honorable 
chairman  and  his  party  to  play  the  same  double  g^me 
which  the  present  incumbent  did  to  insure  his  election 
to  the  presidential  chair.  The  incumbent,  like  the  ex- 
pectant, was  either  tariff  or  anti-tariff— in  favor  of  one  or 
the  other-— of  both  or  of  neither,  as  best  suited  his  politi- 
cal purposes.  A  judicious  tariff  for  his  motto,  a  non- 
committal deception  would  have  pervaded  the  country. 

What  was  the  fact  in  1832,  preceding  the  then  prem- 
dential  election  ?  During  the  sitting  of  Congress,  letters 
were  written  from  the  seat  of  Government  to  the  North 
and  to  the  South,  professing  to  express  the  opinions  of 
President  Jackson  upon  the  then  absorbing  question  of 
the  tariff;  and  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  there  is  now 
on  this  floor,  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  an  honorable 
member,  as  he  then  wai^  of  this  House,  from  the  South, 
who  wrote  a  letter  to  his  constituents,  which  was  pub- 
lished at  the  time,  stating,  from  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  opinions  of  the  President,  that  the  most  effectual 
means  of  prostrating  the  tariff  system  waa  to  re-elect 
General  Jackson.  About  the  same  time,  (if  I  recollect 
right,  within  the  same  week,)  another  letter  was  pub- 
lished in  Pennsylvania,  written  by  a  gentleman  of  (hat 
State,  declaring  that,  from  personal  converaation  with 
the  Preaident,  the  only  means  of  preserving  the  tariff  wbb 
to  re-elect  General  Jackson. 

Now,  the  inference  is  irresistible  that  thoae  honorable 
gentlemen  were  either  duped  themselves  by  a  political 
hypocrite,  or  they  deceived  the  people  by  their  own 
political  hypocrisy.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  deception 
proved  effective.  In  the  North  he  was  supported  as  the 
tariff,  in  the  South  as  the  anti-tariff  candidate.  This 
double  game,  at  leaat  upon  that  (juestion,  csnnot  be 
played  pending  the  approaching  election.  Tbisisthe  cause 
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of  the  heavy  denunciations  of  the  compromise  bill  t  and  the 
honorable  chairman  will  have  to  seek  some  other  topic 
to  advance  the  prospects  of  his  judicioas  non-committal 
friend.  Like  a  skilful  politician,  be  Ukes  all  the  chanoes; 
excites  all  prejudices,  denounces  all  those  who  are  not 
within  the  pale  of  this  modern  democratic  church,  as 
being  federalists,  and  *<  willing  to  support  any  man,  no 
matter  what  his  qualifications,  character,  or  principles." 
At  this  gratuitous  assumption  I  hope  none  will  take 
offence  (  none,  I  am  sure,  was  designed  to  be  g^ven. 
The  picture  be  has  portrayed  is  too  like  his  own  friends 
for  any  to  mistake  the  resemblance,  and  we  should  not 
complain  because  he  has  drawn  them  to  the  life.  It  is 
true,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  have  had  amongst  us  men 
without  principle,  and  who  are  wiUin|f  to  support  men 
with  any  principle.  But  they  are  (^ing  to  more  con- 
genial company;  some  have  already  gone,  and  the  re- 
maining few,  who  are  thus  properly  designated,  are 
wending  their  way  with  certain,  though  cautioua  steps. 
The  *' spoils  of  victory"  have  dazzled  their  eyes;  the 
**  glory  of  serving  under  such  a  chieP'  has  been  sounded 
in  their  ears;  and  can  it  be  expected  that  men  **  whose 
principles  are  governed  by  their  interests"  can  longer 
withstand  such  irresistible  temptations?  Let  this  Con- 
gress adjourn  without  making  some  disposition  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  and  the  ranks  of  the  opposition,  before 
the  approaching  presidential  election,  will  be  purged 
of  all  those  who  can  make  a  political  bargain,  or  such 
ai  are  traitorously  disposed  to  betray  their  friends. 
Such  associates  we  desire  not-.-they  have  remained  too 
Jong  already;  and  we  think  we  see  the  near  departure 
of  the  last  of  those  whose  political  ingratitude  to  his 
friends  has  been  commensurate  with  his  life. 

The  tariflPof  1816  has  been  denominated  by  the  hon- 
orable chairman  a  **  federal  measure,  and  the  opposi- 
tion a  party  composed  of  incongruous  elements."  What 
was  the  tarifT  of  1824  and  1838  f  Who  supported  those 
measures?  Did  not  Andrew  Jackson  and  Martin  Van 
Buren  advocate  the  *'  bill  of  abominations?"  If  so,  where 
waa  their  democracy  then?  Was  the  proclamation  A 
^eoiocratic  profession  of  creed?  Sir,  that  measure, 
which  the  ttaduced  and  much-abused  Alexander  HamiU 
ton  would  have  considered  too  ultra-federal  for  him, 
some  of  the  principles  of  which,  if  carried  out,  would 
lead  to  one  consolidated  Governmenti  is  taken  by  the 
present  party  as  a  text-book  for  their  modern  democracy. 
But  these  are  General  Jackson's  opinions;  and  so  long 
as  he  fills  the  presidential  chair,  his  opinions  will  be 
thoee  of  the  democratic«psrty.  Am  I  wrong  in  this? 
JLet  us  refer  to  facts:  Internal  improvements  were  per- 
fectly constitutional,  until  the  Maysville  veto  Announced 
Che  opinions  of  the  Presidrnt:  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  both  constitutional  and  expedient  until  it 
refused  to  be  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  the  Execu- 
tive: the  land  bill  was  a  favorite  and  popular  measure, 
until  vetoed  by  the  President:  the  distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenue  was  a  measure  of  his  own;  for,  in  De- 
cember, 1839,  he  recommends  it  to  Congress  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  ''It  appears  to  me  that  the  most  safe, 
just,  and  federal  disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  would  be  its  apportionment  among  the 
several  States,  according  to  the  ratio  of  representation." 
And  now,  when  the  surplus  revenue  does  arise,  and  the 
minority  in  both  branches  of  Congress  sre  anxious  to 
make  such  a  disposition  of  it  as  is  *<safe,  just,  and  fed- 
eral," it  is  opposed  upon  the  ground  that  it.  would  be 
corrupting  to  the  States. 

Is  it  assuming  too  much  to  say  thst  this  modern  dem- 
ocratie  party,  which  arrogates  to  itself  exclusive  repub- 
licanism, and  denounces  the  minority  as  aristocrats,  is 
composed  of  politiciana  whose  "  interests  constitute  their 
principles,"  and  who  will  adopt  any  opinions  prepared 
tor  them  at  the  While  House? 


They  profess  a  convenient  creed:  they  may  be  absolv- 
ed from  their  political  sins,  no  matter  what  may  have 
been  their  transgressions.  If  they  will  only  swear  alle- 
giance to  Andrew  Jackson,  and  pledge  a  support  to 
Martin  Tan  Buren,  however  blue  may  have  been  their 
former  federalism,  they  become  true  and  trusty  modern 
democrats,  purified  of  the  old  leaven,  and  worthy  coad- 
jutors of  the  present  dominant  party.  Do  you  desire  ex- 
amples? Look  to  your  former  and  present  cabinet;  look 
to  another  branch  of  the  Government;  look  to  your  min- 
isters abroad,  your  Senators  at  home.  I  will  not  direct 
your  attention  to  this  hall,  lest  some  of  my  New  York 
friends  might  withdraw  frdm  me  their  present  counte- 
nance. 1  will  only  refer  you  to  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thox  • 
AS,]  who  sits  by  me.  His  political  experience  will  in- 
form you  how  easy  it  is  to  have  washed  out  the  deepest 
dye  of  federalism,  even  if  derived  from  the  blood  of  fore- 
fathers. He  will  tell  you  that  this  broad  mantle  of  mod- 
ern democracy  is  a  convenient  coverin|^;  it  suits  all  ages, 
descriptions,  opinions.  Come  under  its  shade,  and  all 
doubts  are  dispelled,  all  constitutional  scruples  over- 
come, all  difliculties  removed.  In  matters  of  policy, 
think  what  you  please,  entertain  what  sentiments  you 
please,  guess  what  you  please;  but  express  no  opinion 
until  it  IS  officially  announced:  then  go  for  it,  right  or 
wrong.    That  is  modern  democracy. 

But  to  return,  for  a  moment,  to  thia  compromise  bill, 
this  '*  obnoxious,  corrupting  measure."  What  was  the 
situation  of  the  country  at  the  period  of  ita  passage? 
The  South,  which  had,  for  some  time  previous,  been 
under  considerable  excitement,  in  oonseciuence  of  what 
they  balieved  to  be  the  unequal  operation  of  the  tariff 
laws,  were  driven  to  desperation  by  that  ilUtimed,  un- 
precedented measure,  the  proclamation.  In  his  annual 
message,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  1833, 
the  President,  as  if  participating  in  the  feelings  of  the 
South,  admits  that  they  had  cause  of  complaint;  calls 
upon  Congress  to  modify  the  tariff,  as  unequal,  oppres- 
sive, and  unjust;  induces  them  to  believe  that  his  efibrta 
would  be  exerted  to  obtain  relief,  and  have  such  modi- 
fications made  as  would  restore  peace  and  harmony  to 
the  then  distracted  country.  This  message  wss  produ- 
cing  the  effect  of  allaying  the  excitement  in  the  South. 
All  from  that  section  of  the  country  seemed  disposed  to 
await  the  constitutional  interposition  of  pongress.  Th« 
anti-tariff  party  hailed  the  message  aa  a  measure  of 
peace — nullification  was  at  a  stand. 

On  the  other  side,  the  tariff  psrty  in  the  Northern 
States  were  alarmed  at  the  indications  given  in  the  mes- 
sage, of  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to 
sacrifice  theii^  interests  to  gratify  his  caprice  in  carrying 
out  his  notions  of  a  judicious  tariff.  They  began  to  feel 
that  they  were  deceived,  and  were  denouncing  the  Pres- 
ident and  his  message,  and  about  to  resort  to  nullifica- 
tion themselves.  In  this  state  of  affairs,  when  no  new 
manifestation  of  opposition  to  the  laws  had  been  given 
in  the  South  since  the  pacific  message  had  been  receiv- 
ed, yet  five  days  after  its  transmission  to  Congress  tbo 
celebrated  proclamation  made  its  appearance. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  in  the  then  existing  state 
of  things,  I  viewed,  as  I  now  view,  the  issuing  of  that 
proclamation  as  the  most  atrocious  of  all  the  acts  of 
General  Jsckson's  political  or  military  life.  It  had  the 
effect,  as  I  fear  it  was  intended  it  should  have,  of  dri- 
ving to  desperation  our  excilcd  brethren  of  the  Stiuth. 
The  President  had  sympathized  with  them  in  his  nses- 
sage  but  five  days  before,  in  the  oppression  and  injii»» 
tice  to  wiiich  they  were  subjected,  by  «  hat  he  himself 
had  denominated  their  oppressive  burdens;  he  had 
promised  that,  so  far  as  \iU  efforts  could  avail,  they  should 
be  relieved  from  those  unequal  laws;  when,  at  the  mo- 
ment they  were  relying  upon  his  voluntary  pledges  to 
grant  relief,  he  issues  his  proclamation.     I  do  not,  Mr» 
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Chairmaiif  wish  to  be  miaundentood  upon  tbia  Mibieet. 
To  many  of  the  principles  contained  in  that  proclama- 
tion I  give  my  most  hearty  assent,  notwithstanding  they 
were  the  doctrines  of  federalists  in  former  times.  But  I 
believe  it  was  issued  at  the  time  for  the  most  unholy  of 
purposes^-for  no  other  than  those  of  producing  civil ' 
war;  of  affording  the  President  an  opportunity  of  wreak- 
ing his  vengeance  upon  his  political  opponents  in  the 
South,  and  of  giving  glory  to  his  administration  by  wit- 
nessing the  sword  plunged  in  the  bowels  of  his  country- 
men. 

Every  man  who  was  here  at  that  time  felt  as  if  an  aw- 
ful crisis  had  arrived;  doubts  existed  upon  the  minds  of 
many  as  to  what  should  be  done  to  arrest  the  impending 
storm;  the  members  from  the  Northern  States  looked 
upon  the  vital  interests  of  their  constituents  as  forever 
gone,  should  the  demands  of  the  South  be  adhered  to. 
They  were  combating  for  what  they  believed  to  be  not 
only  the  constitutional  rights,  but  the  indispensable  in- 
terests of  their  constituents.  The  South,  aeceived  by 
the  man  whom  they  hsd  been  accessary  to  elect  to  the 
presidency,  seeing  that  he  had  violated  all  the  pledges 
be  had  made,  and  at  the  moment  of  professing  sympathy 
for  the  wrongs  which  they  had  endured,  denounces  them 
as  traitors,  and  calls  upon  the  legislative  branch  of  the 
Government  to  enable  him,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
tp  execute  those  very  laws  which  he  had  pronounced 
unequal  and  unjust.  It  was  at  a  period  like  this  that  the 
compromise  bill  was  projected.  The  provisions  of  that 
bill  did  not  meet  my  entire  approbation,  nor  did  it  that 
of  many  who  supported  it.  I  am  sure  it  was  not  alto- 
gether such  a  bill  as  the  distinguished  Senator  [Mr. 
Clat]  who  brought  it  forward  would,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, have  preferred.  But  I  take  occasion  here 
to  say,  that  some  who  have  since  denounced  that  Sena- 
tor and  that  bill,  and  who  are  now  on  this  floor,  friends 
of  this  administration,  did  at  that  time  entreat  his  friends 
to  urge  him  to  interpose  between  the  North  and  the 
South,  as  the  only  man  who  could  restore  peace  and 
harmony  to  the  country,  and  rescue  it  from  civil  war. 
If  they  were  honest  then,  they  are  dishonest  nowi  if 
they  are  honest  now,  they  were  dishonest  then. 

That  distinguished  Senator  did  throw  himself  into  the 
breach,  and,  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  popularity,  projected, 
sustained,  and  carried  through,  that  compromise  bill;  for 
which  he  merited  the  thanks  of  his  whole  country,  and 
particularly  those  of  the  South.  He  had  opposed  to 
him  upon  that  occasion,  in  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, some  of  bis  warmest  friends,  men  of  the  highest 
order  of  talent,  who  honestly  believed  that  the  righto 
and  interests  of  their  constituento  would  be  compromitted 
by  the  pssssge  of  the  bill;  he  had  to  meet  the  vindictive 
and  Insidious  attacks  of  his  political  opponents,  who 
used  every  means  to  defeat,  though  they  dared  not -vote 
against,  the  bill.  Through  all  this,  one  of  the  most 
eventful  periods  of  his  political  life,  with  the  most  ago- 
nized feelingSi  justly  apprehending  the  most  direful  con- 
sequences if  this,  or  some  other  such  measure,  were 
not  adopted,  he  sustained  himself  against  friend  and  foe, 
as  he  has  always  done  when  his  country  was  in  danger, 
whether  from  external  or  internal  causes,  to  the  admira- 
tion of  all  who  witnessed  his  brilliant,  his  powerful  ef- 
forts. By  this  measure  he  saved  the  Northern  interests, 
and  by  this  measure  he  spared  the  shedding  of  Southern 
blood.  How  has  he  been  rewarded?  Charged,  upon 
the  one  side,  with  having  sacrificed  the  tariff  interests; 
on  the  other,  with  continuing  it  as  a  "  curse  upon  the 
country."  This  is  the  measure  and  this  is  the  man 
which  call  down  such  heavy  denunciations  from  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Another  gentleman  from  the  city  of  New  York,  [Mr. 
M00B.B,]  in  a  long  and  vehement  speech,  which  he 
bas  obtained  much  credit  for  delivering,  dcbignalid  ihe 


two  great  political  parties  as  the  *<  democracy  and  sris- 
tocracy  of  the  country;"  the  one  an  advocate  for  thm 
righto  of  the  people,  the  other  a  "  political  amalgama- 
tion and  jugglery."  Democracy,  he  says,  *<  protects 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people;  wedth  and  aris- 
tocracy are  enemies  to  freedom."  All  such  professions 
are  made  for  political  effect.  I  have  no  very  great  re- 
spect for  the  opinion  of  those  who  endeavor  to  create 
invidious  distinctions  in  the  social  relations  of  life.  The 
politician  who  attempts  to  excite  prejudices  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  mechanic  and  the  employer, 
is  no  friend  to  freedom;  his  object  is  to  raise  himself  into 
distinction,  regardless  of  the  consequences  to  those  he 
is  endeavoring  to  deceive. 

If  the  dominant  party  do  appropriate  to  themselves 
the  name  of  democracy,  and  attach  to  the  minority  that 
of  aristocracy,  be  it  so.  Afler  having  abandoned  all  ito 
tenets,  brought  into  disrepute  all  its  principles,  if  they 
still  desire  to  hold  to  the  name»  it  is  an  additional  evi- 
dence of  a  further  determination  to  deceive  the  people. 
But  they  will  not  longer  be  deceived;  they  begin  to  feel 
that  this  modem  democracy  is  too  chameleon-like  for  their 
perception,  is  composed  of  too  discordant  materials  for 
consistency,  and  too  great  an  amalgamation  of  contradic- 
tory opinions — of  men  in  favor  and  against  internal 
improvement;  Uriff  and  anti-tariff;  masons  and  anti-ma- 
sons;  federalisto  and  anti-federalisto;  but  none,  no»  not 
one,  holding  and  acting  what  Waahington,  Jefferson,  and 
Madison,  understood  to  be  republican  principles.  Then 
toke  to  yourselves  the  name  of  democracy*  but  be  hon- 
est, and  avow  what  it  means— sworn  adhesion  to  this  ad- 
ministration, with  a  pledge  even  to  Martin  Van  Buren 
forever. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Thomas]  in  par- 
ticular, to  the  few  remarks  I  intend  to  submit. 

it  will  be  recollected  that  some  weeks  since,  resolu- 
tions, which  had  passed  the  Legislature  of  Maryland^ 
were  forwarded  by  the  Governor  of  that  Stale  to  their 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress.  Resolutions 
from  other  States,  upon  the  same  subject,  had  been  pre- 
sented both  in  the  Senate  and  this  House,  and  in  every 
instance,  when  desired,  printed.  In  fact,  sir,  resolutions 
coming  from  any  State  were  so  uniformly  received  and 
printed,  that  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  Maryland 
alone  should  be  denied  this  courtesy.  It  wss,  therefore, 
with  the  utmost  surprise  I  saw  my  colleague  from  the 
upper  diatrict  of  Maryland  [Mr.  Thomas]  rise  from  his 
seat  and  object  to  the  reception  or  printing  of  two  of 
that  series  of  resolutions. 

[Here  Mr.  F.  Thomas  rose  and  explained,  that  it  was 
not  to  the  printing,  or  the  contents  of  those  resolutions, 
to  which  he  objected,  but  it  was  to  the  time;  and  he  pro- 
teated  against  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature  being  con- 
sidered as  the  expression  of  the  voice  of  the  people  of 
Maryland;  and  expressed  at  some  length  his  opinions  in 
rehition  to  the  constitution  of  the  State,  which  gave  an 
unequal  representation  in  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.] 

Mr.  Jsvirsn  said  he  did  not  desire  to  do  injustice  to 
his  colleague,  and  therefore  would  read  his  remarks,  as 
published  in  the  Globe,  which  he  now  called  on  him  to 
admit  or  deny.  Mr.  J.  then  read  from  the  Globe  as  fol- 
lows: 

<'Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  misunderstood  by  his  col- 
league. He  did  not  object  to  the  reception  of  these  res- 
olutions on  account  of  their  contents.  It  was  unnece^ 
sary  to  read  them.  He  knew  they  professed  to  express 
the  voice  of  the  people  of  Maryland.  Now,  whether 
they  attempted  to  give  that  voice  as  to  one  question  or 
another,  he  should  equally  protest  against  their  recep- 
tion this  morning.  The  House  has  suspended  its  rules 
to  receive  petitions,  and  such  resolutions  as  will  give  rite 
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to  no  debate.  Whenever  any  resolution  shall  be  pre- 
sented, designed  to  produce  impressions  as  to  the  opin- 
ions of  the  people  of  Maryland,  he  desired  to  have  an  op* 
portunity  to  show  that  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  ought 
not  to  be  considered  a  fair  exponent  of  the  popular  will. 
The  character  of  the  Government  of  that  State  is  such, 
that  the  majority  have  been  ruled  by  the  minority  for 
years.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  ill  becomes  any 
man  to  parade  before  the  country  resolutions  of  the 
Maryland  Legislature  as  evidence  that  the  people  of  the 
State  are  for  or  against  any  particular  measure  of  na- 
tional policy.  Let  the  gentleman  present  his  resolutions 
on  next  Monday,  or  any  other  day,  when  the  rules  of 
the  House  do  not  forbid  all  explanation  or  discussion  $ 
and  then  he  (Mr.  T.)  would  take  care  to  make  such 
explanations  as  to  the  organization  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Maryland  as  would  guard  against  false  impres- 
sions. He  would  show  that,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
just apportionment  of  representation,  two  thirds  of  the 
people  might  be  for,  and  yet  two  thirds  of  the  Maryland 
Legislature  would  be  against,  any  particular  measure  of 
national  policy.  If  gentlemen  are  disposed  to  do  that 
which  is  fair,  they  will  nut  press  the  presentation  of 
these  resolutions  now,  when  all  explanations  are  out  of 
order." 

Mr.  Tbovas  answered  that  be  could  not  vouch  for 
the  verbal  accuracy  of  this  report  of  what  he  had  said 
on  a  former  occasion,  but  he  was  certain  that  the  opin- 
ions imputed  to  him  in  the  article  referred  to  were  en- 
tertained, and  he  believed  that  they  had  been  substan- 
tially expressed,  when  the  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  as  to  the  jiower  of  either  House 
of  Congress  to  expunge  from  its  journal  any  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  body,  had  been  presented. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  Tuomas,  j  since  I  have  been 
unexpectedly  called  on  to  perform  a  part  in  this  strange 
scene,  I  hope  the  committee  will  permit  me  to  go  be- 
yond a  mere  response  to  the  inquiry  of  my  colleague. 
My  course  respecting  these  Maryland  resolutions  has 
been  most  strangely  misapprehended  and  perverted. 
Notwithstanding  repeated  positive  contradictions  by  me, 
it  has  been  again  and  again  alleged  that  I  have  objected 
to  the  reception  and  publication  of  these  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland.  If  this  averment 
had  been  accompanied  by  that  qualification,  without 
which  manifest  injustice  must  be  done  to  me,  I  should 
not  detain  the  committee,  and  interrupt  the  business  be- 
fore it,  to  make  another  remark. 

Sir,  what  are  the  circumstances  under  which  these  res- 
olutions were  presented^  We  all  know  that,  by  the 
rules  of  this  House,  aAer  thirty  days  of  the  session  have 
transpired,  petitions  cannot  be  presented  unless  by  spe- 
cial order,  except  on  the  first  day  in  each  week  when' 
the  House  is  in  session.  Resolutions  and  other  proceed- 
ings of  the  Slate  Legislatures,  designed  to  be  presented 
to  Congress,  have  always  been  treated  by  this  House  as 
memorials,  and,  as  such,  are  receivable  when  petitions 
from  the  people  are  in  order.  Before  the  resolutions 
from  Maryland  were  oifered,  the  resolutions  from  Ken- 
tucky, recommending  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  had  been  presented,  and  were 
entitled  to  be  considered  on  the  morning  of  the  first  day 
of  each  week  of  the  session,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business. 

The  protracted  discussion  to  which  the  Kentucky  res- 
olutions gave  origin  induced  the  House,  on  the  morn- 
ing when  the  Maryland  resolutions  were  offered,  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  so  as  to  permit  the  presentation  of  such 
petitions,  memorials,  and  resolutions,  as  would  cause  no 
debate.  For  that  purpose  the  States  were  called  in  or- 
der; and  when  resolutions  from  Maryland  were  called 
for,  one  of  my  colleagues  [Vlr.  WasuikotoitI  rose,  and 
presented  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
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that  State  respecting  the  land  fund;  and,  immediately 
afler,  my  colleague  [Mr.  Jmivxa]  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  same  body  as  to  the  power  of  each  House  of 
Congress  over  its  own  journals.  I  now  repeat,  I  did  not  . 
object  absolutely  either  to  the  reception  or  publication 
of  these  reso1utions|  but  I  requested  my  coHeagues  not 
to  present  them  at  that  time,  but  to  offer  them  when  the 
rules  of  the  House  did  not  forbid  debate,  saying  that  I 
desired  to  offer  some  reasons  to  show  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Maryland,  as  at  present  organized,  had  no  right 
to  speak  for  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State. 
These  explanations  are  superfluous  here,  but  they  niay 
be  useful  elsewhere;  for  without  them  gentlemen  may 
make  a  false  issue  before  the  people  of  my  State,  to  my 
prejudice,  and  evade  dexterously  the  only  issue  which 
I  have  tendered,  and  am  prepared  to  try.  We  receive, 
and  1  have  voted  to  receive  and  to  print,  petitions  from 
individuals;  and  I  could  not  and  did  not  therefore  protest 
against  the  reception  of  these  resolutions.  I  was  willing 
to  receive  them,  on  a  suitable  occasion,  and  to  order 
them  to  be  printed,  after  an  opportunity  had  been  offer- 
ed to  me  to  show  that  they  ought  not  to  be  considered 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Mary- 
land, but  be  treated  as  the  opinions  of  sixty  or  seventy  high- 
ly respecUble  and  influential  citizens  of  the  State.  The 
sensibility  which  has  been  displayed  on  this  subject  is 
somewhat  surprising.  These  resolutions  are  intended  to 
influence  the  legislation  of  Congress,  by  proclaiming  the 
will  of  the  Legislature  of  one  of  the  States  of  the  con- 
federacy. And  in  the  absence  of  those  explanations 
which  I  have  desired  to  make,  this  House  and  the  coun- 
try would  suppose  that  the  msjority  of  the  people  of  the 
State  coincided  necessarily  in  opinion  with  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislature;  because  few  would  im- 
agine that  a  high-spirited  people  lived  submissively  under 
a  form  of  government  where  the  majority  cannot  control 
either  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

If  it  can  be  shown,  however,  that  the  men  who  have 
underuken  to  speak  for  Maryland  have  not  full  authori- 
ty to  do  so,  ought  it  not  to  be  done?  No  fair  man  can 
wish  to  conceal  any  fact  calculated  to  confer  precisely 
on  these  resolutions  the  influence  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled. Those  by  whom  they  have  been  presented  must 
be  responsible  for  the  developments  to  which  they  may 
give  rise. 

I  have  said  that  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  Mary. 
land  is  not  good  evidence  that  the  people  of  the  State 
are  for  or  against  any  mesaure  of  national  policy,  and 
will  pause  to  present  a  few  facts  corroborative  of  that 
declaration. 

The  Senate  of  Maryland  is  chosen  once  in  five  years  by 
an  electoral  college,  composed  of  forty  members.  Each 
of  the  cities  of  the  State  is  entitled  to  elect  one,  and 
each  of  the  counties  two,  of  the  members  of  that  college. 
Consequently,  the  people  of  Calvert,  one  of  the  coun- 
ties represented  here  by  my  colIeag[ue,  being  in  number 
only  8,899,  have  as  much  influence  in  the  choice  of  State 
Senators  as  45,793  inhabitants  who  are  residents  of  the 
populous  and  wealthy  county  from  which  I  come.  And 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  with  a  population  of  80,625,  has 
no  greater  influence  in  the  selection  of  our  State  Sena- 
tors than  that  enjoyed  ^y  the  city  of  Annapolis,  wherein 
there  were  but  2,632  inhabitants  when  the  census  of 
1830  was  taken.  No  one,  then,  will  contend  that  Sena- 
tors thus  chosen  have  a  right  to  speak  for  the  majority 
of  (he  people  of  Maryland. 

'  The  condition  of  things  in  the  House  of  Delegates  is, 
if  that  be  possible,  still  more  insufferable.  That  body 
consists  of  eighty  members;  and,  of  these,  each  city  is 
authorized  to  eUct  two,  and  each  county  four;  and, 
thereby,  in  that  which  ought  to  be  the  popular  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  ten  counties  and  one  city,  having  lesa 
than  seventy-three  Hiousand  of  the  white  population  of 
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the  State,  have  the  power  to  elect  a  majority  of  the 
membera  of  that  House,  which  in  conjunction  with  the 
Senate,  enacta  all  the  lawa  that  touch  the  Uvea,  libertiea, 
and  property,  of  all  the  white  inhabitants  of  Maryland, 
who  exceeded,  according  to  the  census  in  18S0,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand.  Mr.  T.  said  he 
bad  referred  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  to  sup- 
port his  positions,  because  he  had  been  called  on  unex- 
pectedly to  speak,  and  did  not  at  the  moment  recollect 
the  number  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  State.  But  that 
there  may  be  no  pretext  for  misrepresenting  my  mo- 
tives for  making  the  reference,  I  will  apply  another 
test  to  the  State  constitution  of  Maryland,  and  for  that 
purpose  will  compare  the  representation  in  the  House 
of  Delegates,  from  the  districts  represented  here  by  two 
of  my  colleagues  and  myself,  who  are  friendly  to  the  ad- 
miniatration,  with  that  of  three  of  my  coUeaguea  who 
are  in  the  opposition.  This  mode  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  House  of  Delegates  can,  of  right,  speak  for  the 
people  of  the  State,  will  not  be  objected  to  by  any  fair 
man,  aince  each  congressional  district  has,  ytvy  nearly, 
equal  federal  numbers. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates  there  are —  Mtmbera 

From  Mr.  Jenifer's  district,      •  -  -  16 

From  Mr.  Steele's  district,        -  -  -  12 

From  Mr.  Pearce's  district,      -  •  -  .  20 


From  the  double  district  of  Messrs. 

McKim  and  Howard  there  are  8 

From  Mr.  Thomas's  district,  10 
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Diflerence,  -  -  30 

Here,  then,  are  facts  produced  which  prove  incontest- 
ably  that  the  material  allegations  made  by  me,  when 
the  Maryland  resolutions  were  presented,  are  true. 
Ho  one  will  have  the  effrontery  to  contradict  these  state- 
mentsi  and  they  show  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Maryland  have  been  and  are  ruled  by  a  meager  minori- 
ty. These  facts  ought  to  be  known  here,  and  to  the 
whole  country,  that  the  reaolutions  which  have  been  pa- 
raded before  the  House  may  be  properly  appreciated. 
They  ought  to  be  known,  too,  that  the  means  by  which 
party  triumphs  in  Maryland  are  often  gained  may  be  un- 
derstood every  where;  and  that  enlightened  and  liberal 
men  of  all  parties  may,  with  one  voice,  denounce  the  injus- 
tice and  tyranny  of  those  who  resist  all  attempts  to  amend 
a  constitution  unworthy  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  It  is 
monstrous  to  behold  a  constitution,  in  this  hberal  era  of 
the  world,  by  the  express  provisions  of  which  one  third 
of  the  people  living  under  it  have  absolute  power  to 
choose  all  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  thus  gov- 
ern and  give  law  to  the  other  two  thirds  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  This  being  the  case,  the  allegations  hereto- 
fore made  by  me  were  fully  warranted,  and  the  pledges 
made  have  been  redeemed.  Instead  of  meeting  the  only  is- 
sue I  have  made,  and  attempting  to  show,  first,  that  the 
Ijegislature  is  not  organized  aa  I  have  averred,  or,  sec- 
ondly, that  our  State  Legislature  may  be  relied  on  when 
it  attempts  to  speak  for  the  majority  of  the  people,  my 
colleague  haa  avoided  theae  matters,  and  has  given  his 
whole  attention  to  things  of  secondary  import.  He  has 
reproached  me  for  having  omitted  to  make  these  ezpu- 
aitions  of  the  character  of  our  State  constitution,  when 
one  of  my  coHeagues  [Mr.  McKim]  presented  certain 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  and 
when  another  of  my  colleaguea  [Mr.  Howakd]  offered 
other  resolutions  of  the  same  body.  My  justification  is 
very  easy,  and  can  be  made  in  a  very  few  words.  The 
resolutions  referred  to  did  not  relate  to  measures  of  na- 
tional policy  equally  interesting  to  all  the  people  of  Mary- 


land; and  I  did  not  think  that  the  presentation  of  them  af- 
forded the  beat  and  most  suitable  opportunity  to  make 
the  explanations  which  I  have  submitted,  and  which,  my 
constituents  had  a  right  to  expect,  would  be  made  by 
me,  when  a  suitable  occaaion  presented  itself. 

Mr.  jEirirEK  continued.  I  know  they  were  not  the  re- 
marks as  delivered,  but  they  were  published,  and  have 
gone  to  the  world  as  such{  and  aa  they  were  calculated 
to  deceive,  and  intended  to  operate  here  and  elsewhere, 
I  must  be  excused  for  referring  to  them. 

It  will  be  seen  that  my  colleague  has  endorsed  the  re- 
port of  his  speech  in  the  Globe;  and  although  he  says 
he  did  not  object  to  the  reception  of  the  reaolutions  on 
account  of  their  contents,  I  will  undertake  to  show,  from 
irresistible  inference,  that  it  was  to  the  contents  alone  to 
which  he  did  object.  [Mr.  Thomas  interrupted,  and 
asked  whether  his  colleague  intended  to  impeach  hia 
motives.]  I  do  not  mean  to  impeach  the  motives  of  my 
colleague,  because  it  would  be  unparliamentary  so  to  do; 
but  I  mean  to  state  facts,  and  leave  it  for  the  committee 
to  say  what  inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  those  facts. 
The  resolutions,  to  the  printing  of  which  my  colleague 
objected,  were  in  relation  to  •< a  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands,"  and  against  the  "expunging 
from  the  journala  of  either  House  of  Congress  the  w  hole 
or  any  part  of  their  proceedings." 

Themt  of  these  resolutions  reads  as  follows: 

**  Bt  THi  Housx  or  Dslxoatss,  Jipril  1,  1836. 

*' Resolved  by  the  General  Atatmbly  of  JiHaryland,  Tliat 
each  of  the  United  States  has  an  equal  right,  in  its  just 

Groportion,  to  participate  in  the  benefita  of  the  public 
Luds,  the  common  property  of  the  Union. 

'*  Eeeolvedt  That  the  Senators  and  Repreaentatives  of 
this  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  re- 
quested to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of 
a  law  to  appropriate  to  the  use  of  the  different  States  of 
the  Union  such  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  landa 
of  the  United  States  as  may  be  equitable  and  just,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  public  interest. 

**Iie8olved,  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  resolu- 
tions to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  thla 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.*' 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  not  be  forgotten  that  resolu- 
tions have  been  received  and  printed,  during  the  pres- 
ent as  well  as  former  sessions,  from  other  States  in  the 
Union,  in  relation  to  this  psrticular  subject,  and  from 
Maryland  upon  other  subjects:  one  asking  for  a  survey 
of  certain  rivers  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland;  an- 
other for  indemnity  for  French  spoliations;  and  on  the 
same  morning  that  the  above-referred-to  resolutions 
were  objected  to  by  my  colleague,  he  permitted  another 
of  his  colleagues  [Mr.  McKim]  from  the  city  of  Balti- 
more to  present,  have  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  resolutions  passed  by  the 
same  Legislature,  and  forwarded  at  the  same  time,  with- 
out any  objection  vbhatever;  and  yet  my  colleague  from 
the  upper  district  of  Maryland  would  have  you  believe 
that  it  was  not  the  contents  of  those  resolutions  to  which 
he  objected.  I  will  here  do  justice  to  my  colleague 
from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  [Mr.  McKim.]  When  these 
several  resolutions  were  received,  he,  as  the  senior  Rep- 
resentative, was  consulted  as  to  their  presentation.  He 
took  charge  of  those  in  relation  to  the  survey  of  the 
Chesapeake  bay  and  Susquehanna  river;  another  col- 
league, those  in  relation  to  the  French  spoliations;  a 
third,  those  in  favor  of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands;  and  I,  myself,  those  ajpiinst  expunging. 
The  two  former  were  received  and  prmted;  the  two  lat- 
ter were  objected  to  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Thomas.] 
My  colleague  from  Baltimore  did  no  more  than  his  duty 
required  of  him.    No  matter  what  may  have  been  bis 
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opinion  of  the  constitation  or  Legislature  of  bis  State, 
he  felty  as  every  Representative  should  fee1»  that  these 
enactments  were  at  least  entitled  to  a  respectful  consid- 
eration) and  however  he  may  have  differed  in  political 
opinions  from  tliem,  they,  as  the  immediate  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  had  a  right  to  expect  the  same  cour- 
tesy which  bad  been  extended  to  every  other  State.  I 
do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  mean  to  go  beyond  parliamentary 
rules,  by  attributing  motives.  But  I  will  ask,  if  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Maryland  had  forwarded  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  condemning  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  or  ap. 
proving  the  expunging  resolutions  of  the  Senste,  is  there 
a  member  of  this  committee,  knowing  his  political  bias, 
who  would  have  doubted  for  a  moment  that  my  colleague 
would  have  objected  to  the  reception  or  printing  of  the 
one  or  the  other f  op  that  he  would  have  complained 
that  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  was  not  <<  a  fair  expo- 
nent of  the  popular  will?"  This  is  intended  to  convey 
the  impression  that  the  Legislature  is  so  constructed  as 
not  to  express  the  voice  of  the  people^  and  when  he 
adds,  "that  the  character  of  the  Government  of  the 
SUte  is  such,  that  the  majority  have  been  ruled  by  the 
minority  for  years,"  it  clearly  implies  that  the  Legisla- 
ture have  been  misrepresenting  their  constituents. 

I  regret  that,  in  the  war  wagged  by  the  Genera]  Gov- 
ernment against  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  States, 
my  colleague  should  have  taken  his  stand  in  support  of 
the  former  ag^ainst  the  latter,  and  should  have  pursued  a 
course  in, relation  to  his  own  State  calculated  to  bring 
into  disrepute  her  constitution,  her  Legislature,  and  her 
people.  Me  admits  that  he  has  no  respect  for,  but  holds 
in  contempt,  her  constitution;  he  charges  upon  the 
Legislature  a  misrepresentation  of  the  interests  and 
opinions  of  their  const ituentS{  and  therefore  reflects 
upon  the  people  themselves  for  having  framed  and  ap- 
proved this  constitution,  and  for  adhering  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  their  own  voluntary  selection.  But  why  come 
here  to  complain  of  the  constitution  of  Marylsnd?  Does 
he  desire  that  this  House  or  this  Government  should  re- 
organize it^  or  does  he  intend  to  invoke  the  aid  of  this 
administration  to  assist  in  the  reform  which  he  and  his 
friends  are  now  attempting  throughout  the  State?  Sir, 
we  want  no  interference  from  this  administration,  or  the 
officers  of  this  Government,  in  the  regulation  of  our  af- 
fairs; we  have  bad  enough  already  of  intermeddling  in 
our  elections,  by  their  dependants;  but  the  honest  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  has  withstood  all  these  efTorts  at 
corruption.  I  am  aware  that  Maryland  has  been  pledged 
to  the  support  of  Mr.  Van  Buren;  but  she  has  not  yet 
been  delivered  over.  Nor  have  we  any  apprehension, 
notwithstanding  the  bold  attacks  made  upon  her  consti- 
tution and  her  Legislature,  and  the  inducements  held 
out  to  her  people,  but  that  she  will  be  found  resisting  to 
the  Isst  all  efforts  to  bring  her  in  subjection  to  the  ad- 
ministration, or  to  transfer  her  over  to  the  successor.  I 
c-infess  I  do  feel  a  pride  and  gratification  to  be  a  Repre- 
sentative from  a  State,  and  of^a  district  immediately  ad- 
joining, and  almost  surrounding,  the  seat  of  this  Govern- 
ment, whose  people  have  had  the  firm  independence  to 
withstand  the  temptations,  however  other  districts  and 
other  States  hsve  yielded  to  the  allurements  of  power 
and  patronage. 

My  colleague,  to  show  that  **  the  Legialsture  ought 
not  to  be  considered  a  fair  exponent  of  the  popular  will,*' 
refers  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Senators  snd  Delegates 
are  elected.  He  complains  that  the  smaller  counties 
have  an  equal  representation  with  the  larger;  that  his 
congressional  district  is  entitled  to  but  ten  members, 
whilst  the  district  represented  by  one  of  his  collesgues 
has  twenty,  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Delegstes,  This 
is  all  true.  But  does  mv  colleague  mean  to  induce  a 
belief  that  the  Delegates  n-om  the  counties  of  his  district 


were  opposed  to  the  resolutions  in  favor  of  a  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands?  If  so,  I  will  show 
from  the  journal  of  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates that  he  is  either  deceived  himaelf,  or  is  attempting 
to  deceive  others.  What  are  the  facts?  The  popular 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  is  composed  of 
eighty  members,  nineteen  counties  each  sending  four» 
and  two  cities  each  sending  two.  When  the  resolutionfl 
in  relstion  to  the  public  lands  were  under  consideration, 
the  first,  as  far  as  the  journals  show,  passed  without  a 
dissenting  voice;  the  second,  to  which  I  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  is — 

*'  Beiolved,  That  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
this  State,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  re- 
quested to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passsge  of 
a  law  to  appropriate  to  the  use  of  the  different  States  of 
the  Union  such  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  as  may  be  equitable  and  just,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  public  interest." 

Upon  this  resolution  the  ayes  and  noes  were  taken, 
and  out  of  the  whole  number  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
including  twenty-five  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  but 
three  recorded  their  votes  against  it^one  from  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  only  two  of  the  ten  members  of  my 
colleague's  district,  snd  not  one  from  his  own  county. 
Who,  I  ask,  hss  misrepresented  his  constituents?  my 
honorsble  colleague,  who  goes  against  the  Legislature 
of  his  State,  the  people  of  the  State,  and  his  own  district, 
or  the  Vsn  Buren  members  of  the  Legislature  who  vo« 
ted  for  the  land  resolutions?  Thus,  it  sppears  that  he 
goes  sgainst  his  State,  his  district,  his  own  county,  and 
even  the  Van  Buren  party  of  his  State,  to  further  the 
views  of  the  party  here.  Disregarding  the  opinion  of 
his  State,  as  expressed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  her  Sen* 
ators,  and  with  but  three  dissenting  voices  in  the  popular 
branch,  yet  he  says  "  it  ill  becomes  any  man  to  parade 
before  the  country  resolutions  of  the  Maryland  Legisla* 
ture,  as  evidence  that  the  people  of  the  State  are  for  or 
against  any  particular  measure  of  national  policy."  Mr. 
Chairman,  1  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  an- 
nals of  legislative  proceedings  do  not  exhibit  a  more  fla- 
grant violation  of  representative  duty  than  is  here  devel- 
oped. 

The  subject  of  the  public  lands  hss  long  since  been 
looked  to  with  g^at  interest  by  the  people  of  Maryland. 
As  far  back  as  the  year  1821,  their  attention  ws^  more 
particularly  directed  to  it  by  an  able  report  made  in  her 
Senate  by  a  member  of  that  body,  now  high  in  office 
under  this  administration;  upon  which  resolutions  were 
psssed  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  without  I 
believe  a  dissenting  voice  in  either,  calling  upon  her 
then  Senators  and  Representstives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  passage 
of  an  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  principles  therein  set 
forth.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark^  that  at  that 
period  the  Senate  was  composed  of  the  federal,  and  a 
majority  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  the  old  democratic 
party — for  our  new  distinctions  had  not  then  grown  up. 
In  1833  their  attention  wss  again  called  to  the  subject 
more  particularly,  in  consequence  of  the  very  luminous 
and  conclusive  report  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  by  the  distinguished  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky.  I'he  provisions  of  that  land  bill 
met  their  approbation;  and  so  important  to  the  interests 
of  her  State,  and  the  Union  generally,  did  the  Legisla- 
ture view  its  passage,  that  they  adopted  resolutions, 
which  were  again  forwarded  to  her  Representatives  here» 
which  were  presented,  received,  and  printed,  without 
any  opposition  whatever  from  my  collesgue,  who  thea 
had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  But  up  to  that  period  the  Presi- 
dent's opinions  were  not  known;  he  hsd  not  then  vetoed 
the  land  bill.  Since  when,  it  seems  to  be  the  determine- 
tion  of  the  party  to  reUin  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  dispo» 
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n1  of  the  Executive,  all  the  surplus  revenue  which  can- 
not be  squandered  away  upon  useless  fortifications  and 
Quixotic  expeditions.  1  think  I  have  satisfied  the  com- 
mittee that  my  colleague  is  mistaken,  when  he  says  it 
was  not  to  the  contents  of  the  resolutions  to  which  he 
objected,  and  that  he  has  failed  to  make  good  his  pledge 
to  show  **  that  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  ought  not  to 
be  considered  a  proper  exponent  of  the  popular  will." 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands,  (however  political  divisions  may 
have,  in  other  respects,  distracted  the  State,)  there 
has  been  but  one  opinion.  Looking  to  her  rights 
as  well  as  to  her  interests,  Maryland  has,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, viewed  this  measure  as  one  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance; and  it  has  been  approved  by  all  political  parties. 
In  1831,  it  received  the  sanction  of  a  federal  Senate  and 
a  democratic  House  of  Delegates;  in  1832,  it  passed 
again  both  branches  of  the  Legislature;  and,  in  1836, 
the  Van  Buren  and  anti-Van  Buren  parties  united  in  sup- 
porting it;  for  the  former  did  not  dare  to  go  against  it. 
Thus,  whenever  it  has  been  before  the  Legislature, 
amidst  all  the  conflicts  of  parties,  the  principles  of  the 
land  bill  have  been  approved,  and  the  people  of  Mary- 
land have  always  sustained  their  Representatives  who 
advocated  it. 

The  declaration  that  "  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  is  such  that  the  majority  have  been 
ruled  by  the  minority  for  years,"  is  such  a  bold  assump- 
tion, contrary  to  the  facts,  that  I  must  ask  the  indul- 
rence  of  the  committee  whilst  I  reKeve  the  Legislature 
from  so  unjust  and  so  extraordinary  a  charge. 

I  am  well  aware  that  frequent  attempts  have  been 
made,  not  only  to  deceive  the  people  of  Maryland  upon 
this  subject,  but  to  induce  an  impression  here  and  else- 
where that  if  the  vote  of  the  State,  at  the  presidential 
election  of  1832,  had  been  taken  by  general  ticket,  and 
not  by  districts,  as  it  was,  the  State  would  have  been  for 
Andrew  Jackson.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  reference 
to  the  returns  of  that  election,  the  majority  of  the  aggre- 
gate vote  of  the  State  was  upwards  of  1,000  votes 
against  the  present  incumbent !  And,  since  that  period, 
the  whigs  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  have  chang- 
ed the  mode  of  election  from  district  to  general  ticket; 
which,  bad  they  done  before,  the  whole  electoral  vote 
of  the  State  would  have  been  against  the  present  in- 
cumbent, as  we  have  no  doubt  it  will,  at  the  ensuing 
election,  be  against  his  nominated  successor.  Again: 
the  returns  of  1835  show  that  had  the  Representatives 
lor  Congress  been  elected  by  general  ticket,  as  in  Geor- 
gia and  other  States,  my  colleague  from  the  upper  dis- 
trict of  Maryland  would  not  now  be  honored  with  a 
seat  on  this  floor.  So  with  regard  to  the  House  of  Del- 
egpites  in  1834.  In  that  year  there  were  but  (bur  coun- 
ties out  of  nineteen  in  favor  of  President  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration; and  even  the  city  of  Baltimore  returned 
Delegates  against  him;  and  more,  the  three  counties 
represented  by  my  colleague  returned  but  two  members 
out  often  favorable  to  his  administration.  The  House 
of  Delegates,  in  1834,  stood,  whigs  62,  for  Jackson  18. 
How  was  it  in  1835— the  present  Legislature?  In  the 
House  of  Delegates,  55  anti-Van  Buren,  25  Van  Buren. 
Of  those  25,  one  member  was  returned  from  each  of 
six  counties  which  gave  majorities  against  Van  Buren. 
Therefore,  take  those  six  from  his  vote,  and  there 
would  be  but  nineteen  members  out  of  eighty,  in  the 
popular  branch,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren;  and  yet  my 
colleague  asserts,  boldly  asserts,  *•  that  the  majority  has 
been  ruled  by  the  minority  for  years,  and  that  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland  ought  not  to  be  considered  a 
proper  exponent  of  the  popular  will." 

Mr.  Thomas  here  expressed  a  hope  that  his  colleague 
would  forbear  to  press  this  discussion  now,  when  the 
House  must  be  impatient  to  proceed  with  the  business 


immediately  before  it,  and  w.ould  publish  what  he  had 
intended  to  say,  when  he  (Mr.  T.)  would  reply  to  it 
if  there  was  any  thing  which  required  notice  from  bim. 

Mr.  J.  replied.  I  can  assure  my  colleague  that  I 
shall  say  nothing  I  am  not  willing  to  print,  or  print  any 
thing  whieh  I  would  not  say;  nor  will  I  say  or  print  any 
thing  for  which  I  am  not  responsible. 

Mr.  Thomas  rose,  and  inquired  whether  he  was  to  un- 
derstand that  his  colleag^ue  had  said  any  thing  which 
was  to  be  considered  personal. 

Mr.  J.  said,  no,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Then  (said  Mr.  Thomas)  I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  J.  resumed.  My  colleague  complains  that  the 
representation  in  Maryland  is  unequal  in  another  re- 
spect; that  the  smaller  counties  have  a  much  larger  ratio 
of  black  population,  in  comparison  to  the  white,  than 
the  more  populous  ones.  It  was  not  to  have  been  ex- 
pected that  such  an  objection  would  have  been  advanc- 
ed by  any  member  from  a  slaveholding  State,  and  at  a 
time,  too,  when  the  rights  of  those  States  are  in  danger 
of  being  invaded;  when  the  country  has  for  months  been 
almost  convulsed  by  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists,  that 
he  should  furnish  them  with  an  argument  in  furtherance 
of  their  unholy  plans.  Does  not  my  colleague  know 
that  one  of  the  strongest  complaints  urged  by  those 
Senators  of  the  North  is,  that  the  slave  population  of  the 
South  should  be  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States?  Yet  be  charges  it  against  his  own  State. 
But,  sir,  upon  this  subject  i  have  done. 

I  have  trespassed  upon  the  patience  of  the  committee 
much  longer  than  I  had  intended  or  desired,  and  owe 
an  apology  for  having  so  far  travelled  out  of  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  it.  I  have  heretofore  refrained 
from  occupying  the  time  of  the  House,  lest  it  might  be 
said  that  there  was  a  disposition  to  delay  the  passage  of 
the  appropriation  bills;  nor  would  I  to-night  have  said 
one  word,  had  I  believed  that  a  more  appropriate  op- 
portunity would  have  been  afforded.  But  it  was  only 
this  morning  that  the  resolutions  from  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  relation  to  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  re- 
ceived what  I  believe  to  be  their  final  disposition.  And 
I  have  no  idea  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  upon  the 
same  subject  will  be  permitted  to  be  discussed  in  thta 
House.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  when  weeks 
have  elapsed  since  the  Maryland  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented, and  objected  to  by  my  colleague,  and  still  re- 
main without  being  noticed,  I  hope  I  may  be  excused 
for  having  thus  long  detained  you. 

One  other  remark,  sir,  and  I  shall  have  done.  The 
same  Legislature  which  passed  those  in  relation  to  the 
public  lands  passed  also  the  non-expunging  resolutions. 
And  as  the  printing  of  them  aaa  also  objected  to  by 
my  colleague,  I  will  read  them  for  the  information  of 
the  committee: 

«Bt  ths  Housx  of  Dklsgates,  diarch  2,  1836. 

«*  Whereas,  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided  that 
each  of  the  Houses  of  Congress  shall  keep  a  journal  of 
its  proceedings;  and  whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  1834,  at  the  first  session  of  the  twen- 
ty-third Congress,  did,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  pass 
the  following  resolution: 

*<  *  Resolwdf  That  the  President,  in  the  late  executive 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assu- 
med upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both;' 

<*  Which  resolution  consequently  became  a  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  at  that  session:  And  whereas 
attempts  are  now  making,  in  several  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  to  cause  said  resolution  to  be  expunged  from 
the  journal  of  the  House;  which,  if  carried  into  eflect, 
will  cause  said  journal  not  to  be  a  record  of  the  proceed 
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ings  of  tiie  House,  bat  of  a  part  of  its  proceedings,  in 
utter  disregard  of  the  provision  already  cited  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States:  And  whereas  the  power 
to  expunge  the  record  of  any  portion  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Senate  necessarily  implies  the  power  to  expunge 
or  efface  the  whole,  and  may  leave  the  country  at  any 
time,  (if  a  bare  majority  should  deem  fit,)  without  an 
official  record  of  the  proceedings  of  one  or  both  branches 
of  the  National  Legislature: 

••  And  forasmuch  as  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
hnd,  to  whom  the  federal  constitution  is  dear,  by  whom 
it  has  been  ever  cherished,  and  who  are  determined 
at  all  hazards  to  maintain  it,  view  with  deep  solicitude 
this  alarming  infraction  of  one  of  its  important  provisions, 
and  are  desirous  to  record  their  solemn  protest  against 
its  violation:  Therefore, 

. "  Seaoived  by  the  General  Jnembly  of  Maryland^  That 
the  expunging  from  the  journal  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  proceeding^  of  the 
body  is  a  manifest  and  dangerous  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  and  be  it  further  resolved, 
that  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  be  re- 
quested to  use  all  constitutional  means  to  prevent  a  meas- 
ure fraught  with  such  danger  to  constitutional  freedom. 

**  Betohedf  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  preceding  preamble 
and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States." 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  resolutions  refer  to  the  fact 
that  other  States  in  the  Union  were  making  attempts  to 
have  expunged  from  the  journals  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Senate,  the  perpetration  of  which  the  Legis- 
lature  of  Maryland  believe  would  be  a  *<  dangerous 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States."  The 
States  of  Illinois  and  New  Hampshire  had  expressed 
their  opinions  in  favor  of  those  proceedings,  which  were 
printed,  and  had  been  laid  on  our  desks.  But  Maryland 
was  against  them;  and  this,  no  doubt,  was  mortifying  in 
the  extreme,  that  a  State  which  had  been  pledged  to  the 
support  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  should,  immediately  under 
the  eye  of  the  Executive,  dare  to  raise  her  voice  against 
his  will.  1  was  anxious  that  these  resolutions  should  be 
printed,  that  you  and  the  country  might  see,  however 
subservient  other  ipen  and  other  States  might  be  to  the 
will  and  power  of  one  man,  that  the  people  of  Maryland, 
whom  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  here,  arc 
determined  to  stand  by  the  constitution  of  their  country, 
to  endeavor  to  save  it  from  the  unhallowed  mutilation  of 
the  minions  of  power,  and  rescue  it  from  the  grasp  of 
executive  encroachments. 

Mr.  EVERETT  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
pending,  for  $700,000  for  the  armament  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, by  reducing  the  sum  to  $300^0001  which,  after 
some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CAMBRELENO,  WISE» 
MERCER,  and  PHILLIPS,  was  lost. 

Mr.  GRANGER  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  to  $500,000; 
lost. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  then  moved  a  variety  of  amendments  to  the 
billt  others  were  also  moved  by  other  gentlemen,  some 
of  which  were  agreed  to  and  others  rejected. 

At  about  half  past  12  o'clock  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the  House,  and 
they  were  ordered  to  be  printed* 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Webnesdat,  Mat  25. 
ABOLITION  REPORT. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
Mr.  PiirGxirxT,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery. 


The  immediate  question  pending  was  the  motion  of 
Mr.  RoBBUTsoK,  to  recommit  the  repoK  to  the  same 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  resolution  de- 
claring that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  resumed,  and  spoke  about  an  hour 
in  conclusion  of  the  remarks  which  he  had  commenced 
on  former  days.  Mr.  Robbrtsoit's  speech  in  full,  as 
given  from  day  to  day,  will  be  found  imbodied  in  suc- 
ceeding psgfes. 

Mat  19th.  After  Mr.  Btitux  and  Mr.  Pibckbbt  had 
addressed  the  House, 

Mr.  Robertsob  rose  in  reply  to  those  gentlemen,  and 
in  support  of  his  motion. 

He  said  he  ought,  perhaps,  to  feel  much  honored  by 
the  special  notice  of  so  distinguished  a  leader  of  the 
great  democratic  party  as  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Btnum.]  That  gentleman,  Mr.  Speaker, 
seems  greatly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  my  reasons  for 
submitting  the  resolution  now  under  consideration, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  it  seems,  is  fraught  with  danger 
to  the  Union.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be  deterred  from  defend- 
ing the  rights  and  interests  of  my  constituents,  by 
groundless  charges  or  apprehensions  of  danger  to  the 
Union.  The  Union  is  always  in  danger,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  dominant  party,  from  all  who  dare  to  resist 
its  schemes  or  measures.  Similar  efforts  were  made  by 
the  federalibts,  when  in  power,  to  bring  suspicion  and 
odium  upon  the  old  republican  party,  by  ascribing  their 
opposition  to  French  influence,  and  enmity  to  the  Union. 
But,  sir,  I  rise  with  no  view  of  replying  to  remarks  of 
this  character,  nor  with  the  vain  expectation  of  satisfying 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  My  object  is  to 
endeavor  to  vindicate  the  resolution  upon  your  table,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  this  House,  and  more  especially  of 
those  who  sent  me  here,  and  who  have  a  right  to  know 
the  reasons  which  influence  my  public  conduct. 

I  must  confess,  sir,  that  to  me  it  seems  not  a  little 
strange,  that  objections  should  be  so  vehemently  urged 
to  this  resolution  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
and  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee.  They  both 
admit  the  justice  of  the  principle  it  asserts,  and  are  pre- 
pared, as  they  tell  us,  to  sustain  it  by  their  votes;  yet 
they  are  both  unwilling  that  a  direct  vote  should  be  had 
upon  it,  and  resist  every  effort  to  bring  it  before  the  House. 
They  denounce  a  measure  they  themselves  proclaim  to 
be  just.  Surely  it  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  answer  to 
these  gentlemen  to  say,  1  urge  it,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
cause it  is  just,  and  asserts,  as  they  themselves  concede, 
the  constitutipnal  rights  of  the  people. 

But  though  this  reason  ought  to  be  sufficient,  there  is 
an  additional  consideration,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  which  I  am 
influenced,  the  force  of  which  none  can  deny.  With 
me,  it  carries  the  weight  of  the  moat  direct  and  positive 
instructions.  I  allude  to  the  sentiments  expressed 
throughout  the  whole  Southern  country,  and  more  es- 
pecially by  my  own  State,  in  regard  to  the  very  question 
involved  in  the  resolution.  I  set  up  no  pretensions,  sir, 
to  be  the  exclusive  representative  of  the  South;  but  I 
may  at  least  be  allowed  to  understand  something  of  the 
views  and  feelings  of  my  native  State.  Are  gentlemen 
aware  that  a  resolution,  denying  the  power  of  Congress 
to  interfere  with  slavery,  in  the  precise  terms  of  the 
resolution  on  your  table,  was  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia  during  its  late  session,  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote,  and  transmitted  to  each  of  her 
representatives  on  this  floor?  In  taking  the  course,  then, 
so  much  disapproved  by  these  gentlemen,  I  do  but 
speak  the  voice  of  my  constituents— of  the  entire  State, 
indeed,  which  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  represent; and 
maintain  their  rights  upon  the  very  ground  they  them- 
selves have  placed  it  Knowing  their  wishes,  and  satis- 
fied with  the  justice  of  their  cause,  I  could  not  shrink 
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from  maintaining^  it,  without  beings  a  recreant  to  my  trust. 
Are  gentlemen  answered? 

But  we  are  told,  if  we  press  this  question  we  must  inevi- 
tably lose  it;  that  there  isan  overwhelming  majority  against 
us.  How  have  gentlemen  ascertained  the  fact  asserted 
with  so  much  confidence^  What  vote  has  ever  yet 
been  taken,  from  which  the  sense  of  the  House  could  be 
known. 

[Mr.  PiHOKvsT  explained.  He  did  not  say  that  he  knew 
of  his  own  knowledge  that  the  resolution  would  be  nega* 
4ived.  He  merely  apprehended  that  such  would  be  the 
case.  As  the  matter  now  stood,  Congress  was  uncom- 
mitted on  the  subject.] 

Mr.  RoBiBTsoir.  Sir,  I  am  opposed- to  all  non-com- 
mittals upon  so  vital  a  question.  I  desire  to  see  a  direct 
vote  upon  it.  It  is  necessary  that  the  people  should 
know  the  extent  of  their  danger,  that  means  may  be 
taken  in  time  to  provide  against  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  informs  us  that 
there  are  34,000  names  subscribed  to  the  abolition  me- 
morials. Of  these,  about  15,000  are  the  names  of  fe- 
males; the  residue,  nineteen  or  twenty  thousand,  of 
males;  all  of  whom,  perhaps,  are  entitled  to  the  right  of 
auffragfe.  These  constitute  the  van^ard;  the  bold,  the 
daring,  the  reckless,  of  the  abolitionists.  There  are 
doubtless  many  more;  double,  triple,  perhaps  quadruple 
the  number,  who  secretly  wish  well  to  Ihe  cause.  It  is 
impossible  to  measure  the  power  and  influence  of  this 
formidable  band .  I  repeat  that  they  have  obtained  all 
that  they  could  rationally  have  anticipated;  and  even 
more.  They  must  have  known  that  they  could  not,  at 
this  session,  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  abolishing  sla- 
very :  it  is  not  the  proper  time  to  press  it.  But  they 
have  succeeded  in  getting  up  agfitation  from  one  extrem- 
ity of  the  Union  to  the  other;  and  this  report,  in  waiving 
the  question  of  constitutional  power,  upon  the  ground 
now  avowed,  that  a  majority  of  Congress  is  prepared  to 
assert  it,  is  calculated  to  inspire  them  with  fresh  hopes, 
and  to  increase,  rather  than  to  allay,  the  apprehensions 
of  the  South.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  abo- 
litionists, under  these  circumstances,  will  desist  from 
their  nefiirious  schemes.  I  am  unwilling,  therefore,  to 
give  up  the  only  barrier  which  can  effectually  protect 
us,  without  a  struggle  to  defend  it.  I  will  not  believe 
that  Congress  is  disposed  to  wrest  that  barrier  from  us, 
or  to  deny  us  its  protection.  But,  if  such  be  the  fact, 
let  us  know  it,  that,  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
we  mav  put  an  end  to  a  pretension  so  incompatible  with 
our  safety.  It  is  for  this  reason,  sir,  I  wish  the  question 
met  and  decided  by  a  direct  and  unequivocal  vote.  I 
desire  to  see  the  rights  of  the  Southern  people  rested, 
not  on  the  fluctuating  and  capricious  notions  of  moral 
obligation,  or  the  shifting  ground  of  political  expediency, 
but  on  the  firm  basis  of  this  constitution,  on  fixed  prin- 
cipleii,  on  principles  which  all  may  appeal  to,  and  which 
are  the  same  to-day,  to-morrow,  and  forever. 

[The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day.] 

Mat  2l«t.  Mr.  Robsbtsoit,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  again  addressed  the  House. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  permission  of  the  Chair,  said  Mr. 
R.,  to  enter  into  a  fuller  exposition  and  vindication  of 
the  resolution  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  a  few  days  past, 
than  I  then  had  an  opportunity  of  doing.  This  is  due  to 
myself,  to  those  who  sent  me  here;  but,  above  all,  to  the 
solemn  importance  of  the  question,  and  the  vast  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  it  involves.  I  shall  endeavor,  sir,  to 
perform  this  task,  for  which,  however*  I  am  conscious  of 
possessing  no  adequate  powers,  either  physical  or  men- 
tal, as  calmly  and  dispassionately  as  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject will  permit;  and  to  abstain,  if  possible,  from  those 
exciting  topics  by  which  its  discussion  has  been  almost 
invariably  charscterized. 


I  have  already  assigned  some  reasons  for  dissatisfaction 
with  Ihe  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  for  the 
opinion  expressed,  that  it  would  be  considered  as  virtu« 
ally  surrendering  the  constitutional  question.  If  it  could 
have  been  met  satisfactorily  to  the  South,  no  sufficient 
excuse  can  be  offered  for  waiving  it;  and  all  will  be« 
lieve  it  was  avoided  because  of  the  difficulty  of  making 
good  the  position  for  which  we  contend.  The  chairman 
tells  us,  as  an  apology  for  takinff  this  course,  that  the 
committee  abstained  from  examming  it,  <<  because  they 
were  not  instructed  to  discussit."  Sir,  the  instructions, 
so  far  from  prohibiting  this  discussion,  plainly  authorized 
and  required  it.  They  enjoined  it  upon  the  committee 
to  report  that,  **in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Congress 
o«tght  not  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,, because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union; 
assigning  such  reasons  for  these  conclusions  as,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  committee,  may  be  best  calculated  to 
enlighten  the  public  mind,  to  allay  excitement,  to  re- 
press agitation,  to  secure  and  maintain  the  just  rights  of 
the  slaveholding  States  and  of  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict,  and  to  restore  harmony  and  tranquillity  among  the 
various  sections  of  this  Union. '^  Thus  it  appears  that 
full  latitude  wa^  allowed  the  committee  in  supporting 
the  conclusions  which  the  House  desired  to  see  main- 
tained; and  what  stronger  reason  could  they  have  assign- 
ed, than  that  the  proposed  interference  with  slavery  in 
this  District  would  be  a  direct  infraction  of  the  constitu- 
tion >  This  reason  alone  would  have  been  sufficient.  It 
embraced  all  the  positions  the  House  had  taken;  for,  if 
the  measure  could  be  shown  to  be  unconstitutional)  it 
must,  of  necessity,  be  a  breach  of  faith,  unwise,  impoli- 
tic, and  dangerons.  Sir,  the  committee  were  not  justified 
in  omitting  to  interpose  this  constitutional  barrier  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  they  were  instructed  to  main*ain. 

Independently  of  his  instructions,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  especially,  stood  bound  to  demonstrate  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  proposed  interference.  In  a 
letter  to  which  his  name  is  affixed,  addressed  to  the  elec- 
tors of  the  Charleston  electoral  district,  (South  Caroli- 
na,) he  uses  this  language: 

«  And  now  I  ask  my  fellow-citizens  seriously  to  con- 
sider, and  candidly  to  decide,  whether,  as  I  have  already 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  solemn  declaration  by  Congress 
that  *  any  interference  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,*  if  I 
should  also  succeed  in  procuring  the  adoption  of  a  re- 
port, insisting  and  demonstrating  that  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith  is  unconstitutional,  and  that  therefore,  and 
upon  that  ground,  Congress  will  not,  and  ought  not  to, 
interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  Diatrict  of  Co- 
lumbia: whether  doing  this,  I  really  deserve  to  be  stig- 
matized as  a  traitor  to  the  South." 

Sir,  I  will  apply  no  such  epithet  to  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  whether  he  succeed  or  fail.  But  is  he 
likely  to  realize  the  expectations  he  has  raised?  Does 
not  the  report  declare  that  the  committee  have  abstained 
even  from  the  examination  of  the  constitutionsl  question.* 
It  is  true  that,  in  another  part  of  the  report,  the  ground 
indicated  in  this  letter  is  approached.  Even  there, 
however,  it  is  not  directly  occupied.  It  is  not  alleged* 
nor  demonstrated,  that  a  breach  of  faith  is  unconstitu- 
tional;  but  that,  to  prove  the  act  in  question  a  breach  of 
faith,  is  tantamount,  in  its  binding  obligation,  to  a  posi- 
tive declaration  that  it  would  be  so.  The  moral  obliga- 
tion does  not  necessarily  import  a  constitutional  obliga- 
tion, but  is  something  of  equivalent  force.  Not  satisfied, 
however,  with  this  position,  the  report  goes  on  to  insist 
that  the  moral  obligation  is  even  more  efficacious: 

"  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  declaration  adopted  by 
the  House,  in  relation  to  the  District  of  Columbia?  la 
it  not  that  Congress  cannot  and  will  not  do  an  act  which 
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it  hfts  soleinnly  proclaimed  to  invotve  a  Tiolation  of  the 
public  faith?  Does  it  not  afford  every  security  to  the 
South  which  it  n  in  the  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment  to  afford?  Is  it  not  tantamoont,  in  its  binding  obli- 
gation upon  the  Government,  to  a  positive  declaration 
that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
would  be  unconstitutional?  Nay,  is  it  not  even  more 
efficacious  in  point  of  fact?  Constitutional  provisions 
are  matters  of  construction.  The  opinion  of  one  House 
upon  an  abstract  controverted  point  may  be  overruled 
and  reversed  by  another.  But  when  Conrress  has  once 
declared  that  a  particular  act  would  be  a  vioUition  of  the 

Eublic  faith,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  it  would  ever  vio- 
ite  a  pledge  thus  given  to  the  country?" 

The  whole  stress  of  the  argument  is  to  prove,  not 
that  to  violate  the  pledge  would  violate  the  constitution, 
as  the  letter  proposes,  but  that  such  a  pledge  gives  a  se- 
curity equal,  or  even  superior,  to  the  constitution  itself. 
But  does  not  every  man  see  that  this  argument  is  un- 
sound  and  fallacious?  I  confess  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
it  addressed  at  this  time  of  day  to  the  representatives  of 
the  American  people — ^by  a  gentleman,  too,  coming  from 
the  South. 

What  folly  was  it  in  our  ancestors,  if  (his  be  so,  to 
spend  days  and  months  in  anxious  deliberation,  framing 
written  constitutions  for  each  of  the  States  and  for  the 
Union,  containing  guarded  limitations  against  abuses  of 
power ^  Why  did  they  not  discover  the  superior  effi- 
cacy of  this  moral  obligation  which  prohibits  every  act 
that  violates  good  faith  between  man  and  man,  and  re- 
poses the  rights  of  their  countrymen  upon  the  good 
faith,  the  good  sense,  and  the  Justice,  of  those  who  are 
to  administer  their  Government?  If,  as  the  report  de- 
clares, a  succeeding  Congress  may  reverse  the  opinion 
of  a  prior  one,  in  reference  to  the  construction  of  a 
written  constitution,  may  th^y  not  also  controvert  an 
opinion  in  respect  to  the  existence  or  efficacy  of  a  moral 
obligation?  Must  there  not  exist  even  greater  contra- 
riety of  opinion,  upon  questions  of  moral  propriety, 
than  of  legal  construction? 

Sir,  if  the  chairman  of  the  committee  could  have 
placed  the  rights  of  the  District  upon  the  ground  of  the 
constitution,  be  has  neglected  to  place  .them  upon  the 
strongest  of  all  positions — upon  the  only  ground  on 
which  they  can  long  or  successfully  be  defended.  I 
cannot  agree  that  notions  of  mural  obligation,  merely, 
are  higher  security  than  the  positive  injunctions  of  our 
fundamental  law.  As  our  sole  dependence,  they  are 
not  worth  a  rush.  Give  us  the  constitution  as  our  de- 
fence; we  want  no  higher  security.  We  had  a  right  to 
expect  this  from  him.  It  has  been  affirmed  on  this  floor 
by  one  of  my  colleagues,  [Mr.  Wisx,]  that  the  chair- 
man gave  an  explicit  pledge  that  the  question  should  be 
placed  upon  that  ground.  I  have  heard  no  denial  of 
this  statement.  But  the  gentleman,  I  observe,  is  not 
now  in  his  seat,  and  I  forbear,  therefore,  to  make  any 
further  remark  upon  that  subject.  Perhaps  he  will  in- 
sist that  he  has  redeemed  his  promise— that  he  has  con- 
vinced, or  will  convince,  the  House,  that  tytry  breach 
of  good  faith  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  1  fear 
he  will  find  himself  mistaken;  but  if  not — if  he  shall 
succeed  in  producing  this  conviction — then  the  House, 
I  trust,  as  well  as  himself,  will  concur  in  supporting  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration.  If  the  majority 
ahall  be  of  opinion  that  the  measure  is  unconstitutional, 
and  will  unite  in  saying  so,  it  is  immaterial  by  what 
course  of  reasoning  each  may  arrive  at  that  conclusion. 
Let  us  declare  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the 
constitution,  and  each  reconcile  his  vote  to  his  constitu- 
ents, or  his  own  conscience,  upon  whatever  grounds  his 
judgment  may  best  approve.  It  is  to  the  constitution, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, nay,  sir,  the  entire  State,  itself,  from  which  I 


come,  acting  through  her  immediate  representatives^ 
has  appealed  for  protection. 

I  have  already  adverted,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  resolu- 
tion on  this  subject,  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  of  which  the  instruction 
I  have  moved  is  an  exact  copy.  That  resolution  was 
adopted  in  the  House  of  Delegates  by  a  vote  of  106  to 
13.  It  was  offered,  permit  me  to  say,  not  by  one  of 
those  whose  patriotism  might  be  questioned,  on  the 
ground  of  opposition  to  the  ruling  powers,  but  by  one 
of  the  orthodox  faith— by  a  stanch  friend  of  the  ad* 
ministration.  The  administration  majority  in  that  House 
almost  unanimously,  perhaps  without  an  exception,  sus- 
tained it.  Nor  does  Virginia  alone  assume  this  position; 
the  Legislatures  of  Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana, 
if  I  have  not  been  misinformed,  have  adopted  aimilar 
resolutions;  one  of  them,  perhaps,  going  still  farther, 
and  threatening  to  secede  from  the  Union  if  any  meas- 
ure shotild  be  adopted  endangering  the  security  of  the 
slaveholding  States.  I  do  not  advert  to  these  threats  as 
approving  them;  they  ought,  perhaps,  never  to  be 
made.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  of  secession  when 
the  crisis  shall  arrive,  if  it  ever  should,  when  no  other 
alternative  is  left  us  but  to  sever  the  Union  or  surrender 
the  rights  it  was  intended  to  protect.  But  such  language 
shows,  what  ought  to  be  known,  the  danger  to  result 
from  countenancing,  in  any  way,  the  schemes  of  the 
abolitionists. 

The  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Alabama,  also,  it  is 
said,  have  denounced  the  measure  in  question  as  a 
usurpation.  This  is  precisely  equivalent,  all  will  admit, 
to  a  declaration  that  it  is  unconstitutional. 

Thus  six  Southern  States  have  concurred  in  pronounc- 
ing the  contemplated  interference  an  infraction  of  the 
constitution.  With  this  fact  before  us,  who  shall  con- 
demn their  Representatives,  believing  that  ground  to  be 
just,  for  maintaining  it  on  this  floor. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  where  is  the  policy  of  assumirtg 
this  position?  There  is  an  overwhelming  majority  against 
you!  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pixca- 
vst]  asks,  why  occupy  this  ground,  with  a  moral  certainty 
of  being  driven  from  it?  Sir,  the  same  rulea  that  should 
govern  us  in  our  private  transactions  should  govern  us 
in  our  representative  character.  In  both,  honesty  is  the 
best  policy.  This  may  not  be  the  politicun's  creed ;  and, 
if  not,  1  thank  God,  I  am  no  politician.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bthuk]  can  see  no  reason  for 
pressing  this  proposition,  unless  it  is  that  the  party,  with 
which  he  supposes  me  to  act,  are  more  accustomed  to 
defeats  than  he  is.  Sir,  it  may  be  so.  I  vote  for  every 
measure  which  I  consider  constitutional,  and  beneficial 
to  my  country;  otherwise  I  vote  against  it,  and  never 
stop  to  inquire  whether  the  administration  party,  or  the 
opposition,  vote  with  me  or  against  me.  The  idea  of 
being  in  a  minority  has  for  me  no  terrors.  We  may  be 
defeated  by  this  o\erwbelming  majority;  but  in  contend- 
ing against  it,  the  fewer  our  numbers  the  greater  the 
honor  of  the  struggle. 

In  vindicating  the  claims  of  the  South,  on  the  very 
grounds  it  has  assumed,  I  trust  her  representatives  will 
be  united.  In  an  early  period  of  the  discussions  on  this 
subject,  this  was  the  view,  as  I  understood  it,  of  almost 
the  whole  Southern  delegation;  especially  of  that  of  my 
own  State.  My  colleagues,  three  of  whom  now  sit  near 
me,  were,  for  the  mo&t  part,  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
we  should  insist  upon  a  direct  and  unequivocal  vote, 
a  disclaimer  of  the  power  to  do  what  the  abolitionists  de- 
manded. In  a  speech  delivered  by  one  of  them,  [Mr. 
Gablahd,]  much  commended  in  the  loyal  prints  of  the 
day— and  I  do  not  mean  to  question  its  merits—l  find 
this  passage:  «  But,  say  gentlemen,  why  press  the  con- 
stitutional question  now?  I  reply,  we  press  it  from  the 
most  urgent  and  imperious  necessity.     It  is  due  to  our 
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safety,  to  our  quiet,  that  we  press  it.  Every  other  form 
in  which  this  question  has  been  presented  has  failed  to 
secure  us  against  the  repetition  of  these  memorials  and 
petitions.  Nothing,  it  seems,  short  of  a  declaration  on  the 
part  of  Congress  of  their  want  of  constitutional  power, 
wilt  restrain  these  fanatical  crusaders  from  seeking  the  in- 
tervention of  Congress  in  aid  of  their  diabolical  schemes, 
and  perpetually  harassing  the  country." 

[Mr.  Gariakd  rose  and  said  he  not  only  had  taken 
the  ground,  as  stated  by  his  colleague,  but  desired  dis- 
tinctly to  repeat  that  he  still  adhered  to  it.] 

Mr.  RoBXRTSov.  I  did  not  suspect  my  colleague  of  any 
intention  to  abandon  it;  nor  will  I  believe  there  is  one  of 
them  who  has  maintained  it,  that  can  be  seduced  or 
driven  from  it.  They  are  prepared,  I  trust,  to  meet  all 
the  consequences  it  mav  involve;  to  make  a  voluntary 
sacrifice,  if  necessary,  of  political  prospects,  of  life  itself, 
sooner  than  shrink  from  what  they  consider  their  duty 
to  their  country  and. its  constitution.  They  are  assigned  to 
defend  the  pass  which  may  lead  to  its  destruction.  In 
defending  it,  hopeless  as  it  may  seem,  (hey  may  fraintain 
it;  or,  should  they  fail,  may  yet  afford  time  for  (hose  whom 
they  would  protect  to  prepare  for  a  better  defence. 

We  are  stationed  on  the  ramparts  of  the  constitution. 
Shall  we  be  induced  to  march  out  of  our  safe  entrench- 
ments and  meet  the  enemy  in  the  open  field?  Sir,  if  the 
commander-in-chief,  on  a  memorable  occasion,  had  com- 
mitted this  folly,  we  should  never  have  heard  of  the 
glorious  victory  of  New  Orleans.  No,  sir;  never  let  us 
give  up  the  strong-hold  of  the  constitution.  Let  us  not 
repose  too  much  confidence  in  the  good  faith  or  the 
justice  of  those  who  have  power  over  our  lives  or  our 
liberties.  Those  who  trust  too  much  to  the  mercy  of 
men  in  power  may  possibly  realize  the  fate  of  the  un- 
fortunate Tezians  who  fell  at  Goliad.  They  may  sur- 
render at  discretion,  and  be  destroyed  in  detail — 
murdered  by  divisions.  For  myself,  if  I  stood  alone, 
never  but  with  life  would  1  yield  up  the  citadel  of  our 
rights.  If  the  day  shall  come  when  it  must  fall,  I  am 
content  to  perish  with  it. 

Mr.  R.  gave  way,  without  concluding,  for  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mat  24th.     Mr.  Robirtsoit  continued. 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  said  more  than  I  bad  intended  on 
the  preliminary  grounds  justifying  the  submission  of  (he 
resolution  now  under  discussion.  I  come  now  directly  to 
the  question  involved  in  it. 

In  examining  that  question,  I  shall  enter  into  no  discus- 
sion of  what  the  venerable  member  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adams]  tauntingly  terms  the  sublime  merits  of 
slavery;  which,  however,  sir,  permit  me  to  say,  whatever 
they  may  be,  are  not  perhaps  greatly  excelled  by  the 
sublime  merits  of  modern  abolitionism. 

Nor  will  I  bestow  a  moment's  attention  upon  the  reso- 
lution of  the  select  committee,  denying  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States.  I  have 
never  considered  that  question  proper  to  be  debated  in 
this  hull,  i  voted  against  its  reference,  because  such 
rererence  seemed  to  imply  a  doubt  respecting  rights  held 
by  a  title  paramount  to  the  authority  of  Congress,  and 
too  firmly  settled  to  receive  any  additional  strength  from 
its  concessions. 

The  question  before  us,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  one  that  ad- 
mits oflittleplayof  the  fancy;  snd  rejects,  e\ en  were  it 
in  my  power  to  command  them,  all  rhetorical  ornaments, 
it  is  a  dry  question  of  conbtitutional  law;  and  from  its 
nature,  however  all  must  acknowledge  its  intrinsic  im- 
portance, little  calculated  to  attriict  the  attention  of  any 
but  gentlemen  accustomed  to  legal  investigations. 

In  discussing  it,  from  all  that  has  been  said,  it  is  my 
fate,  I  fear,  to  address  an  unwilling  auditory — one,  per- 
haps, that  has  already  prejudged  (he  question.  A  very 
general  impression,  none  can  doubt,  exists  among  our 


fellow-citizens  of  the  North,  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
is  clearly  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress. 
Nothing  is  more  natural.  Born  or  raised  under  institu- 
tions adverse  to  slavery,  and  under  which  it  has,  in  most 
cases,  been  long  abolished,  they  readily  adopt  the  opin- 
ion that  it  is  lawful  for  every  other  Government  to  do 
the  same.  It  is  natural,  sir,  but  not  logical,  that  they 
should  jump  to  this  conclusion,  without  nicely  examining 
into  its  grounds.  It  falls  in  with  all  their  early  habitudes 
of  thought,  with  their  feelings,  and  I  may  add,  what  is 
still  more  difficult  to  encounter,  with  their  prejudice. 
They  have  probably,  in  a  few  instances,  ever  thought  to 
inquire  whether  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution, 
which  bear  upon  this  question,  correspond  with  their 
own.  Yet  every  candid  man  will  admit  that  that  con- 
stitution is  the  test  by  which  the  proposition  is  to  be 
tried.  I  have  endeavored  to  examine  into  this  matter 
with  some  care,  and  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that 
while  there  is,  perhaps,  not  one  of  the  Northern  States 
whose  fundamental  law  may  not  be  reasonably  construed 
to  give  the  power  of  abolishing  slavery  to  the  respective 
legislative  bodies,  they  all  of  them,  in  this  particular, 
vary  essentially  from  that  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  of 
the  United  States,  under  both  of  which  such  power  is  de- 
nied to  exist.  I  do  not  entertain  the  vain  hope  of  re- 
moving the  impressions  or  changing  the  opinion  of  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor.  The  powers  of  a  Chatham  or  a 
Cicero  would  in  all  probability  work  no  such  effect. 
But  we  may  hope,  from  the  interesting  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  every  gentleman  will  examine,  fully,  into  the 
reasons  of  his  belief,  renounce  it  if  his  own  reflections 
prove  to  him  that  it  rests  upon  fallacious  principles;  or, 
if  otherwise,  show  us  the  substantial  grounds  upon  which 
it  can  be  maintained. 

The  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  why  the  institutions  of  the 
Northern  States  admit  or  require  the  interpretation  I 
have  mentioned,  roust  occur  at  once  to  every  one.  In 
those  Stales,  during  our  revolutionary  struggle,  slaves 
were  comparatively  few,  and  the  intention  of  abolishing 
slavery,  it  not  actually  carried  into  effect,  entertained  in 
almost  all.  It  would  have  been  absurd,  therefore,  in 
framing  their  const itutionp,  to  close  (he  door  to  abolition, 
or  throw  any  serious  obsUcle  in  its  way.  The  reverse, 
however,  was  (he  case  in  the  South;  and  there  it  was 
reasonable  to  expect  that  the  fundamental  law  would  be 
more  guarded,  in  protecting  what  was  a  most  important 
interest  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  community.  I'he 
fact,  it  is  believed,  will  be  found,  in  a  great  degree,  to 
correspond  with  these  views. 

Look,  sir,  to  the  constitution  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
clause  which  may  be  regarded  as  bearing  upon  this 
point  is  a'  part  of  the  12th  section  of  (he  bill  of  rights. 
It  is  in  these  words: 

<(  Every  member  of  the  community  has  a  right  to  be 
protected  by  it  in  tl.e  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 
property;  he  is  therefore  bound  to  contribute  his  share 
in  the  expense  of  such  protection,  and  to  yield  his  per- 
sonal service,  when  necessary,  or  an  equivalent;  but  no 
part  of  a  man's  property  shall  be  taken  from  him,  or 
applied  to  public  uses,  without  his  own  consent,  or  that 
of  the  representative  body  of  the  people."  Provisions 
nearly  or  precisely  similar  are  to  be  found  in  the  bill  of 
rights  of  Massachusetts,  section  10;  of  Delaware,  section 
10;  of  Vermont,  section  10.  The  constitution,  more- 
over, of  each  of  these  Slates  confers  ample  power  on  its 
legislative  body  to  pass  all  laws  for  the  good  and  wel- 
fare of  the  Commonwealth,  not  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution itself.  (Constitution  of  New  Hampshire,  con- 
stitution of  Massacliusetti*,  article  4;  constitution  of  Ver- 
mont, section  2.)  Taking  these  provisions  together,  it 
may  be  fairly  contended  that  there  is  full  autliority  to 
take  away  private  property,  whether  wanted  for  public 
use  or  otherwise,   whenever,   in  the  opinion  of   the 
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Lerialature,  the  measure  would  conduce  to  the  '*g^od 
and  welfare'*  of  the  Commonwealth . 

Rhode  Island  derived  her  institutions  from  King 
Charles  il,  of  blessed  memory,  and  still  reposes 
under  the  protection  of  the  royal  charter.  That 
charter  gave  to  the  Governor  and  company  authority  to 
pass  all  laws,  as  to  them  might  seem  meet  for  the  **  good 
and  welfare"  of  the  said  company,  &c.,  so  as  such  laws  be 
not  contrary  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England;  and, 
as  slavery  was  an  institution  not  recognised  by  the  laws 
of  England,  whatever  doubts  may  exist  of  the  right  to 
establish  it  in  Rhode  Island,  none  can  possibly  exist  as 
to  the  right  to  abolish  it. 

Connecticut,  like  Rhode  Island,  remained  during  our 
revolutionary  struggle  under  the  regulations  of  a  char- 
ter  granted  by  Charles  IF.  She  never  formed  a  con- 
stitution till  the  year  1818.  By  a  provision  of  her  bill 
of  righu  adopted  in  1784,  section  2,  it  waa  declared  that 
<*  no  man's  goods  should  be  taken  unless  clearly  war- 
ranted by  law.'»  All  that  was  necessary  to  justify  the 
taking  of  them  was  to  pass  a  law  to  that  effecti  and 
the  royal  charter  gave  full  authority  to  pass  all  laws  not 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  England.  An  act,  accordingly, 
for  its  gradual  abolition  was  passed  in  1784,  and  it 
ceased,  probably,  to  exist  before  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution. 

In  New  York,  the  old  constitution  of  1777  gave,  if 
possible,  still  greater  latitude.  It  vested  the  supreme 
legislative  power  in  two  bodiest  it  contained  no  direct 
provision,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  protecting  private  prop- 
erty from  seizure,  except  what  is  containea  in  the  X3th 
section,  which  declares  **  that  no  member  of  this  State 
ahall  be  disfranchised,  or  deprived  of  any  of  the  rights 
or  privileges  secured  to  the  subjects  of  this  State,  by 
this  constitution,  unless  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the 
judgment  of  his  peers.*'  Thus,  then,  in  New  York, 
not  only  was  the  right  of  the  citizen  in  his  property  not 
secured  by  any  constitutional  provision,  but,  even  if  it 
was,  it  might  at  any  time  be  wrested  from  him,  by  any 
<<  law  of  the  land,'*  passed  by  the  supreme  legislative 
powers  supreme.  Indeed,  since  it  might  abrogate  the 
constitution  itself. 

Nor  do  I  find  in  the  constitution  of  New  Jersey  any 
recof^nition  of  inviolability  of  private  property.  '  The 
Legislature  is  clothed  with  power  simply  **  to  pass  laws." 
The  common  law  of  England  is  declared  to  be  in  force: 
and  it  follows,  consequently,  that  the  Legislature  might, 
(as  the  omnipotent  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  might,) 
under  the  common  law,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  re- 
strictive clause,  exercise  the  power  of  abolishing  slavery. 
Pennsylvania,  it  is  known,  passed  a  law  abolishing 
slavery  as  early  as  1780.  I  have  already  shown  that  the 
right  to  do  so  existed  under  similar  provisions  to  those 
which  existed  in  the  institutions  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
other  Northern  and  Eastern  States. 

It  would  be  tedious,  and  unnecessary  to  the  purpose 
of  my  argument,  to  enumerate  in  detail  the  various 
provisions  in  the  constitutions  of  those  Statea  where 
slavery  still  exists.  It  is  enougli  to  ssy,  in  general,  that 
Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Tennes- 
see, in  reference  to  the  security  of  private  rights, 
adopted,  with  perhaps  slight  modifications,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  29th  chapter  of  magna  eharia.  [9  Hen.  ill.] 
One  example,  taken  from  the  bill  of  rights  of  Tennes- 
see, (article  8,)  may  suffice  for  all.  It  is  in  these  wordsi 
**  That  no  freeman  shall  be  taken,  or  imprisoned,  or 
disseized  of  his  freehold  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or  in  any  manner  destroyed,  or  deprived  of  life, 
liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers, 
or  the  law  of  the  land." 

The  constitution  of  Kentucky  contains  a  special  pro- 
vision on  the  subject  of  emancipation.     It  declares  that 
•'  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pabs 
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laws  for  the  emancipation  of  alavea  without  the  conaent 
of  their  owners,  or  without  paying  their  owners,  pre- 
vious to  such  emancipation,  a  full  equivalent  in  money 
for  the  slavea  ao  emancipated." 

Virginia,  in  her  bill  of  rights,  inserted  the  provisions 
of  the  29th  chapter  of  magna  chartat  and,  in  regard  to 
private  property,  adopted  a  provision  varying  from  those 
in  the  other  States,  and  closely  resembling  that  in  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  In  the  sixth  article, 
the  language  is  this:  <*AI1  meh  having  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  permanent  common  interest  with,  and  attach- 
ment to,  the  community,  have  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
cannot  be  taxed  or  deprived  of  their  property  for  pub- 
lic uses  without  their  own  consent,  or  that  of  their  rep- 
resentatives so  elected." 

But  whatever  opinions,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  may  form, 
from  the  peculiar  atructure  of  the  different  State  con- 
stitutions, or  from  general  reasoning,  as  to  the  legislative 
power  of  abolishing  slavery,  when  we  look  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  to  which  alone  we  must 
refer  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  our  authority,  we  shall 
find  little  room  for  doubt  or  difficulty. 

The  fifch  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  federal 
constitution  is  in  these  words:  '*Nor  shall  private  prop- 
erty be  taken  for  public  use  withouljust compensation." 

What  is  the  just  interpretation  of  this  provision?  Is 
it  not  obviously  this?  Private  property  may  be  taken 
for  public  use:  and  when  so  taken,  must  be  paid  for. 
I'hia  construction  is,  indeed,  expressly  maintained  in  the 
report  of  the  select  committee.  **  The  true  meaning 
(says  the  report,  p.  15)  of  this  provision  obvioualy  Is, 
that  private  property  shall  be  taken  only  for  public  use, 
but  shall  not  be  taken  even  then  without  adequate  re- 
muneration." 

It  is  impossible  to  deny  this,  without  perverting  the 
terms  from  their  ordinary  signification.  To  found  a 
claim  for  taking  private  property,  it  must  be  wanted  for 
the  public  use.  No  learned  lawyer  need  be  consulted 
to  give  the  true  meaning  of  this  simple  language.  You 
can  have  it  expounded  without  difficulty,  by  the  plain- 
est farmer  or  mechanic  of  the  country.  Csn  it  be  pre- 
tended that  those  who  framed  the  constitution  could  be 
ignorant  of  the  import  of  the  terms  they  employed?  No 
attempt  can  be  successfully  made  to  conatrue  these 
terms  as  conferring  a  right  on  Congress  to  seize  upon 
private  property,  whenever  they  may  suppose  the  pub- 
lic good,  the  general  welfare,  require  it.  No  expres- 
aion  can  be  found  justly  warranting  ao  bold  a  proposition. 
The  enlightened  men  who  framed  the  provision  would 
never  have  consented  to  such  a  grant  of  power,  which 
would  indeed  authorize  the  invasion  of  private  prop- 
erty at  the  mere  will  and  discretion  of  Congress.  They 
designed  that  it  should  be  held  sacred  and  inviolable  by 
the  Government,  unless  it  was  necessary  to  appropriate 
it  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public.  When  that  waa  the 
case,  and  then  only,«could  it  be  touched.  For  example^ 
is  Isnd  wanted  for  an  encampment'  it  may  be  lawfully 
occupied;  slaves,  servants,  and  horses,  munitions  of  war, 
provisions,  may  be  impressed,  when  the  country  requires 
til  em  for  its  own  uses  or  necessities:  but  for  no  other 
purpose.  You  cannot  take  the  property  of  one  man  to 
bestow  upon  another;  still  less  can  you  confiscate  it  un- 
der a  pretext  of  the  general  welfare;  nor,  under  an  au- 
thority to  use  it,  render  it  abaolutely  incapable,  as  prop- 
erty, of  any  future  use  whatever.  Such  would  be  the 
necessary  consequence  of  abolition.  In  this  view.  Con- 
gress has  no  more  right  to  effect  it  under  the  constitu- 
tion, than  to  confiscate  a  merchant's  goods,  and  throw 
them  into  the  Potomac,  or  to  waste  and  destroy  his  lands, 
or  turn  them  out  as  a  common. 

An  attempt,  however,  haa  been  made  to  call  in  aid 
that  provision  of  the  constitution  which  gires  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over  the 
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District.  Exclusive  lepialation  for  what^  For  all  pur- 
poses? No»  sir.  For  all  lawful  aad  constitutional  pcir* 
poaesi  for  no  others.  Tou  cannot  break  over  the  limits 
of  the  constitution  within  the  District,  more  than  in  the 
States.  The  claims  of  our  citizens  to  its  protection  are 
not  forfeited  within  the  magic  circle  of  the  ten  miles 
square.  Can  Congress  establish  a  national  church  in  the 
District  of  Columbia^  put  down  the  press?  suppress  the 
liberty  of  speech?  or  take  away  the  trial  by  jury?  No 
man  will  assert  this;  yet  these  infractions  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizens  are  prohibited  by  no  hij^her  authority 
than  that  which  forbids  the  Government  from  laying  its 
hands  upon  private  property,  unless  for  the  use  of  the 
public. 

If  under  this  clause  you  can  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District,  it  is  because  you  interpret  the  ytord^pubHc  tise, 
as  of  the  same  import  with  pubHe  good  %iiA  general  tod- 
fart,  l*he  doctrine  of  the  general  welfare  breaks  down 
all  (imitations  of  power.  Where,  sir,  would  (bis  con- 
struction stop?  The  elause  in  question  was  not  designed 
solely  for  the  protection  of  this  District.  If,  by  this 
forced  construction,  Congress  can  seize  upon  the  slaves 
of  the  District,  what  is  to  prevent  it  from  stretching  its 
arm  across  the  ten  miles  square,  and  seizing  upon  those 
in  the  States?  If  you  may  confiscate  that  property  in 
the  District  upon  the  plea  of  the  general  welfare,  con- 
Btitutionally,  may  you  not,  with  still  greater  propriety, 
use  that  power  to  remove  the  supposed  evil  existing  in 
the  State,  on  so  much  more  extensive  a  scale?  The  in- 
ference cannot  be  resisted.  Human  ingenuity  cannot 
assign  a  solid  reason  for  expounding  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion so  as  to  protect  the  citizens  of  the  States,  and  yet 
leave  those  of  the  District  exposed.  I  call  upon  gen- 
tlemen to  show,  if  they  can,  any  solid  reason  for  the 
distinction.  There  is  none.  Wherever  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  may  be,  within  the  limits  of  the  Union, 
the  constitution  throws  its  mantle  around  him.  If  you 
may  trample  upon  bis  privileges  here,  you  may  trample 
upon  them  every  where:  if  you  may  seize  upon  one,  you 
may  seize  upon  all|  and  there  is  no  barrier  against  the 
Absolute  power  of  the  Federal  Government. 

[The  House  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day.] 

Mat  34th.  It  is  with  unfeigned  reluctance,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  I  throw  myself  once  more  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House.  I  trust  to  their  kindness  to  make 
•allowances  for  the  frequent  interruptions  to  which  I  have 
been  subjected,  during  the  brief  hour  allotted  to  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  question  before  us,  by  the  pressure  of 
other  important  business.  I  will  hasten,  sir,  to  a  close, 
«s  speedily  as  possible,  that  I  may  relieve  the  House 
Irom  what,  I  fear,  ao  far  is  I  am  concerned,  must  be  a 
dry  and  uninteresting  discussion,  and  yield  the  floor  to 
gentlemen  every  way  better  entitled  to  its  attention. 
Permit  me,  sir,  briefly  to  connect  the  broken  thread  of 
my  argument. 

The  positions  which  1  have  endeavored  to  establish  are : 

That  under  a  reaaonable  interpretation  of  the  funda- 
mental institutions  of  all  those  States  in  which  slavery 
has  been  abolished,  private  property  may  be  taken,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Legislature,  for  any  purpose  what- 
ever, deemed  conducive  to  the  public  welfare. 

That  under  the  constituiion  of  the  United  States,  oo 
the  contrary,  private  property  can  be  taken  for  no  other 
purpose  than  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

The  clause  referred  to,  *•  nor  shall  private  property 
be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation," 
admits,  as  I  have  already  shown,  of  no  other  reasonable 
construction.  To  say  that  it  was  designed  solely  to 
award  compensation,  where  private  property  was  want- 
ed for  public  use,  but  nevertheless  to  leave,  or  confer, 
full  power  to  take  it  when  not  so  wanted,  would  be 
manifestly  absurdi  it  would  be  to  hold  that  the  public 
mast  pay  for  all  property  which  their  necessities  require;  I 


but  that  they  may  confiscate  it,  at  will,  when  they  have 
no  occasion  for  it,  without  making  any  compensation 
whatever.  But  again:  if  It  was  intended  that  Congreaa 
might  take  private  property  at  ita  discretion,  whether 
wanted  for  public  use  or  not,  then  the  expression* 
<<  for  public  use,"  was  wholly  improper  and  superflu- 
ous; for  the  clause  immediatelv  preceding  hsd  already 
declared  that  no  person  should  **be  deprived  of  life, 
libeity,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law{"  and 
if  it  was  not  intended  to  restrain  the  generality  of  this 
last  expression,  by  limiting  the  seizure  of  private  prop- 
erty to  the  case  of  public  necessity,  but  simply  to  pro« 
vide  for  compensation,  the  supposed  intent  would  have 
been  effected  by  connecting  with  the  clause  just  read 
the  provision  relative  to  compensation,  and  omitting  the 
words  "for  public  use,"  so  carefully  inserted.  These 
words,  therefore,  could  have  been  inserted  with  no 
other  view  than  to  limit  and  define  the  object  or  pur- 
pose for  which  private  property  might  be  lawfully 
taken.  The  framers  of  the  constitution  were  desirous 
of  guarding  it,  in  every  way,  against  the  capricious  in* 
vasion  of  the  Government.  They  hedged  it  around 
with  numerous  provisions.  Not  satisfied  with  declaring 
that  it  should  not  be  Uken  without  due  process  of  law» 
they  withheld,  in  terms  so  plain  that  those  who  run 
may  read,  all  authority  to  touch  it,  unless  when  wanted 
for  public  uee$  and,  even  then,  without  just  compensa- 
tion. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  sits  immedi- 
ately before  me,  [Mr.  Hoab,]  when  giving  us  his  views 
on  a  former  occasion,  made  a  remark  which  ought  not 
to  pass  unoticed.  if  slavery,  said  the  g;entleroan,  cannot 
be  abolished  in  this  District,  without  violating  the  prin- 
ciple which  prohibits  Government  from  taking  private 
property  for  public  use  without  compensation,  slavery 
here  must  remain  undisturbed.  Admitting  the  conse- 
quence to  be  as  supposed,  how  does  that  settle  the 
question  of  power?  The  gentleman  has  not  informed 
us.  But  this  mode  of  reasoning  has  been  reported  to  by 
others.  The  power,  say  they,  must  exist  somewhere: 
it  does  not  belong  to  the  people  of  the  District,  for  they 
have  no  political  power  whatever;  it  cannot  be  exercised 
by  the  States,  or  either  of  them,  because  the  constitu- 
tion places  the  District  under  the  exclusive  legislation 
of  Congress;  if,  therefore,  it  dees  not  belong  to  Con- 
gress, it  exibts  nowhere.  The  premises  may  be  true, 
fnd  yet  the  conclusion  is  erroneous.  It  may  be  safely 
admitted  that  the  power  in  question  cannot  be  exerci- 
sed by  the  people  of  the  District,  nor  by  the  States; 
and  yet  it  is  clear^that  it  is  not  only  not  given,  but 
plainly  prohibited,  to  Congreaa.  Where,  then,  it  may  be 
asked,  does  it  exist?  Sir,  it  exists,  like  the  power  to 
abolish  jury  trialn,  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  conscience, 
of  speech,  or  of  the  press,  with  those  who  have  a  right 
to  prescribe  limits  to  all  Governments;  it  remains  in  the 
people,  the  great  reservoir  from  whence  all  power 
flows.  I  protest  against  the  doctrine  which  would 
make  Congress  the  residuary  legatee  of  all  undelegated 
powers.  If  the  one  in  question,  or  any  other  not  con- 
ferred, be  deemed  essential  for  the  public  go<id,  it  can 
only  be  obtained  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  laid  great  stress 
upon  that  section  of  the  constitution  which  gives  Con- 
gress  exclusive  legislation  over  this  District.  He  too 
seemed  to  consider  the  terms  **  exclusive  legislation"  aa 
synonymous  with  absolute  power.  I  have  already  shown 
that  this  pretension  cannot  be  maintained;  that  the  mo- 
ment it  is  asserted  the  constitution  itself  repels  it.  If 
it  be  true,  then  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  preas 
may  be  invaded,  the  trial  by  jury  abolished. 

[Mr.  Hoab  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  mis- 
taken in  supposing  him  to  contend  that  the  terms  ex* 
chmre  /eguiaifon  conferred  absolute  power.] 
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Mr.  RoBBRTsoir.  I  could  not  suppoie  the  gentleman 
would  assert  a  propontion  so  indefensible.  It  is  one 
that  cannot  be  maintained,  without  stripping:  the  people 
of  the  District,  nay,  every  citizen  who  may  enter  its 
bounds,  of  all  constitutional  protection. 

But  though  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  admits 
this,  he  attempts  to  connect  the  clause  giving  exclusive 
legislative  power  over  the  District  with  what  he  sup- 
poses to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  parties,  so  as  to 
make  good  the  power  in  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
within  iU  limits.  The  rule  of  construction  upon  which 
he  relies,  that  the  intention  of  the  parties  ought  to  pre- 
vail, cannot  be  denied)  but  there  is  another  rule  which 
must  not  be  overlooked— that  where  the  language  is 
plain  and  unambiguons,  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  go  out 
of  the  instrument  in  search  of  the  intention.  Here  there 
is  no  ambiguity.  The  language,  it  is  true,  gives  exclu- 
sive legislation;  but  that  legislation  cannot,  as  all  admit, 
transcend  the  restrictions  impbsed  by  the  constitution  f 
and  one  of  those  restrictions  secures  private  property 
from  seizure,  or  confiscation,  unless  when  required  for 
tlie  use  of  the  Government. 

But  if  we  may  desert  the  instrument  itself,  to  seek 
elsewhere  for  the  intention  of  the  parties,  I  insist  that 
it  is  demonstrable  they  never  could  have  intended  what 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  supposes.  Observe, 
sir,  the  clause  to  be  interpreted  is  that^  giving  exclusive 
legislation  to  Congress  over  the  District  ofColumbia. 
But  the  same  clause,  in  the  same  terms,  gives  exclusive 
legislation  over  all  places  purchased  for  forts,  arsensis, 
magazines,  and  other  public  buildings.  Now,  sir,  let 
us  read  it  as  interpreted  by  the  gentlemsn  from  Mas- 
sachusetts; Congress  shall  have  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  all  places  purchased 
for  forts,  arsenals,  magazines, 'and  other  public  build- 
ings. This  is  the  reading  his  interpretation  requires. 
If  it  be  the  true  reading,  then  is  the  proposition  boldly 
asserted,  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  abolish  slavery, 
not  in  this  District  merely,  but  in  the  8tates.  Not  the 
District  only,  but  every  place  purchased  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,  may  be  converted  into  a  sanctuary 
for  fugitive  slaves,  who  may  be  declared  entitled  to 
freedom  the  moment  they  enter  it.  Every  fort  may 
thus  become  s  stronghold  of  abolitionism,  every  ma^^- 
zine  a  magazine  of  mischief,  from  whence  the  enemies 
of  our  peace  may  hurl  their  firebrands  and  bombshells 
among  us. 

These  are  the  consequences  of  the  position  that  Con- 
l^ress  has  power,  under  the  clause  in  question,  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  same  reason- 
ing that  would  estsblish  such  a  power  over  the  District 
equally  maintains  it  within  the  limits  of  the  States;  yes, 
in  the  verv  heart  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  I,  sir, 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  1  ask  him,  I  appeal  to  every  rea- 
sonable and  candid  man,  whether  such  an  interpretation 
is  not  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  intentions  of  those 
who  framed  the  constitution^  Whether  they  do  not 
know  that,  had  such  a  provision  been  inserted  in  that 
instrument  at  the  time,  or  such  an  interpretation  antici- 
pated, {here  is  not  a  single  Southern  State  that  would 
have  ever  entered  into  the  Union? 

Once  concede  to  Congress  the  consUtutional  power  to 
abolish  slavery,  here  or  elsewhere,  and  all  that  remains 
for  the  abolitionists  to  do  is  to  show  that  it  is  expedient 
to  exercise  it.  They  are  to  prove  this  to  those  who  as- 
sert the  power,  and  who  come  from  States  which  have 
already  shown  their  belief  of  the  expediency  of  exerci- 
sing it  within  their  own  limits. 

But,  the  committee  say,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith ! 
Sir,  the  answer  will  be,  there  can  be  no  breach  of  faith 
where  no  promise  has  been  exacted,  no  pledges  given. 
If  the  power  was  granted,  it  was  granted  like  all  others, 


that  it  might  be  exercised,  whenever  it  should  be  thought 
expedient  by  those  intrusted  with  it.  Appeals  to  honor 
and  good  faith  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  strenu- 
ous efforts  to  enforce  the  unconstitutional  Missouri  re- 
striction. No,  sir;  if  we  yield  this  power,  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  it  will  be  exerted.  And  what  then  will 
be  our  condition  ^  If  we  resist  it,  instead  of  a  rightful  re- 
sistance of  usurpation,  we  shall  be  regarded,  upon  our 
own  concession,  as  in  rebellion  to  constitutional  power; 
our  resistance  will  therefore  be  denounced  as  unlawful. 
We  shall  be  put  under  the  ban  of  an  ultra- federal  proc- 
lamation, and  subjected,  by  a  democratic  republican  ma- 
jority, to  the  tender  mercies  of  a  force  bill.  Sir,  the 
South  never  can  consent,  never  ought  to  consent,  to'oo- 
cupy  this  position. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  the 
Southern  States  is  not,  as  seems  to  be  supposed,  assert- 
ed now  for  the  first  time.  If  it  has  not  been  often  urged, 
it  is  because  no  serious  apprehensions  were  entertained, 
until  of  late,  of  attempts  to  interfere  with  their  rights. 
But  gentlemen  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  it  wss  main- 
tained in  this  very  hall  on  a  former  occasion.  In  the 
session  of  1828-'9,  memorials  praying  for  abolition  in  the 
District  were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  was  the  ctiairmsn,  and  he 
made  a  report  directly  controverting  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, upon  constitutional  principles. 

Upon  what  grounds,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  ask,  can 
Congress  show  a  valid  title  to  such  a  power? 

It  is  nowhere  expressly  grsnted. 

It  is  not  essential  to  the  due  execution  of  any  granted 
power. 

It  cannot  be  assumed  upon  the  pretext  that  shivery 
may  otherwise  be  perpetual,  or  that  abolition  would 
conduce  to  the  general  welfare. 

It  is  not  conferreid  by  the  clause  giving  Congress  ex- 
clusive legislation  over  the  District  ofColumbia. 

So  far  from  being  in  conformity  with  the  expressed  or 
implied  intention  of  the  parties,  it  is  absolutely  incompat- 
ible with  such  intention. 

It  is  interdicted  by  the  provision  that  forbids  the  taking 
of  private  property,  unless  when  the  public  themselves 
have  occasion  to  use  it. 

Nor  are  these  the  only  grounds,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
disprove  the  existence  of  the  power  in  question.  There 
is  still  another  clause  of  the  constitution  which  appears 
to  me  equally  to  forbid  it:  still  another  defence  thrown 
around  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  4th  article  of  the 
amendments  of  the  constitution  declares  that 

•<  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  per- 
sons, houses,  pspers,  and  effects,  sgainst  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizure*,  shall  not  be  violated;  and  no  war- 
rants shall  issue,  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported  by 
oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place 
to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized." 

This  clause,  we  are  bound  to  suppose,  meant  some- 
thing. The  expression  "unreasonable  searches  and 
seizures"  is  certainly  a  vague  one:  but  it  necessarily  ad- 
mits of  construction.  It  is  not  more  vsgue  thsn  the  subse- 
quent provision,  that  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required. 
It  may  be  difficult  to  define  what  is  excessive  bsil.  Yet 
if  a  law  should  authorize  bail  to  be  demanded  for  a  debt 
often  dollars,  in  a  penalty  of  $10,000,  no  judge  or  legis- 
lator would  hesitate  to  ssy  such  bail  was  excessive,  and 
its  requisition  unconstitutional.  The  constitution  thus 
gives  a  practical  security.  Now,  sir,  I  proceed  to  show 
that  the  power  contended  for  cannot  be  exercised  with- 
out a  palpable  violation  of  the  article  which  prohibits 
unreasonsble  searches  and  seizures.  In  doing  this,  I 
shall  invoke  the  aid  of  the  select  committee.  All  that  is 
,  necessary  is  to  concede  that  the  propositions  are  true 
which  they  have  maintained— and  maintained,  I  trust,  to 
1  the  salisraction  of  ail-that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
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Dlftrict  would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  unwise,  impo)itic, 
and  dangerous  to  the  Union.  The  abolition  of  slavery, 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  necessarily  implies 
bis  dispossession^a  forcible  seizure  of  his  property. 
Can  a  seizure,  then,  I  would  ask,  be  deemed  a  reasona- 
ble seizure,  which  violates  good  faiib,  is  unwise— un- 
wise, sir— impoFitic,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union? 

To  hold  one  to  bail  in  a  penalty  6fly  or  one  hundred 
fold  the  amount  of  the  debt  would  be  to  demand  excessive 
bail,  and  therefore  unconstitutional?  to  seize  a  large  amount 
of  properly  to  satisfy  a  trifling  debt  would,  it  must  be 
admitted,  be  unieasonable?  and  therefore  unconstitution- 
al. But  to  seize  his  whole  estate,  without  any  charge  of 
crime  or  debt,  under  circumstances  of  such  outrageous 
injustice  and  folly  as  to  threaten  the  very  dissolution  of 
the  Government  itself,  is  no  violation  of  the  provision 
which  prohibits  unreasonable  seizures.  It  is  reasonable, 
then,  to  violate  good  faith,  common  sense,  and  common 
justice,  and  to  subvert  the  Union! 

It  may  be  said,  the  clause  in  question  applies  only  to 
seizures  by  color  of  legal  process.  Be  it  so<  but  dispos- 
session under  a  law  abolishing  slavery  would  be  a  sei- 
zure under  legal  process — under  authority  or  color  of 
law.  If  it  be  not,  then,  though  this  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution would  not  apply,  there  is  another  that  would;  that 
already  cited,  declaring  that  property  shall  not  be  taken 
without  due  process  of  law.  If  the  seizure  be,  there- 
fore, by  due  process  of  law,  it  is  unreasonable,  because 
unwise  and  unjust,  and  therefore  unconstitutional;  and 
if  wkhout  such  process,  it  is  equally  unconstitutional, 
iince  all  seizures  are  prohibited  without  due  process  of 
law*  Unless  this  construction  of  the  clause  in  question 
^€  adopted,  it  afibrda  no  security  for  the  rights  it  pro- 
fesses to  protect.  Congress  is  supreme,  despotic:  and 
the  property  of  the  citizen  may  be  confiscated^  and  his 
body  imprisoned,  at  its  will  and  pleasure. 

This  view  must  have  presented  itself  to  the  commit- 
tee: it  lay  directly  In  their  path;  but  they  shunned  it 
as  though  it  had  been  an  adder.  The  elementary  prin- 
ciples were  before  ihem  which  demonstrated  the  uncon- 
atitutionality  of  the  proposed  interference  of  the  aboli- 
tionists; but  they  evadea  the  conclusion.  The  route  pre- 
scribed to  them  led  directly  to  the  door  of  truth:  they 
refused  to  enter.  They  were  sent  forth  to  battle  for  the 
rights  of  the  people,  armed  with  the  aegis  of  the  consti- 
tution: they  gave  it  up  for  the  frail  paper  shield  of  mo- 
rality. They  threw  away  the  sword,  and  fought  with 
the  scabbard. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  se- 
lect committee  should  have  been  influenced,  by  any 
considerations,  to  place  the  great  question  confided  to 
their  examination  exclusively  upon  the  grounds  they 
have  taken,  instead  of  that  contended  for  by  the  South. 
In  exploring  the  coast,  to  find  some  safe  landing  place 
for  our  rights,  they  might  have  rested  them  upon  the 
firm  ground  of  the  constitution:  it  was  full  in  their  view: 
they  circumnavigated  it  without  even  attempting  to  land. 
But  in  their  homeward  voyage  they  touched,  it  seems, 
at  Albany — ^a  place  famous,  it  is  said,  for  coining  new- 
fangled doctrines— and  have  brought  us  a  cargo  of  Al- 
bany notions:  among  them  this  notion  of  relying  on  spec- 
ulative opinions  of  morality,  not  in  aid  merely,  but  in 
place  of  the  plain  provisions  of  a  written  law  or  compact. 
To  show  you,  sir,  that  this  notion  bad  its  birth  in  Alba- 
ny—for one,  I  could  have  rejoiced,  had  it  been  suffered 
to  die,  and  be  buried,  on  the  spot  where  it  was  born — I 
refer  you,  sir,  to  a  celebrated  letter  of  one  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  presidency.  1  allude  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  to  certain  gentlemen  in  North  Carolina — a 
letter,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say,  characterized  through- 
out by  artful  and  disingenuous  evasions. 

[Mr.  AoAxs  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  the  letter:  he  wished  it  read.] 


Mr.  RoBEBTSOjr  replied,  that  he  bad  not  intended  to 
fatigue  the  House  with  reading  the  letter;  it  was  a  very 
long  one.  His  chief  object  in  adverting  to  it  was  to 
show  the  coincidence  between  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  the  Albany  meeting,  and  those  maintained  m 
the  report  of  the  select  committee;  but  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  reading,  if  any  gentleman  desirtd  it. 

[Mr.  Adams  said  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  have 
that  part  read,  considered  by  the  gentkmanfrom  Virginia 

as  evasive.]  ,    .     ^,    •   .         i  *u     r  i 

Mr.  RoBEXTSOjr  requested  the  Clerk  to  read  the  fol- 

lowing  passage:  .       ic 

*«  These  views,  thus  expressed  and  sanctioned  by  my- 
self,  appear  to  me  to  cover  the  whole  ground,  save  the 
abstract  question,  to  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  call 
my  attention,  and  I  cheerfully  embrace  the  opportunity 
you  have  felt  it  your  duty  to  afford  me,  to  explain  myself 
fully  on  that  also.  As  anxious  as  you  can  possibly  be 
to  arrest  all  agitation  upon  this  disturbing  subject,  I 
have  considered  the  question  you  have  propounded  to 
me,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  subject,  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  can 
be  safelv  placed  on  the  same  ground  on  which  it  standa 
in  regard  to  the  States,  viz:  the  want  of  constitutional 
power  in  Congress  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  I  owe  it, 
however,  to  candor,  to  say  to  you,  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  grant  to  Congresj.,  m  the 
constitution,  of  the  power  ot'  exclusive  legjaUtion  m 
all  cases  whatsoever  over  the  fedtral  District,  does  not 
confer  on  that  body  the  same  authority  over  the  siibject 
that  would  otherwise  have  been  possessed  by  the  Sutes 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia;  or  that  Congress  might  not, 
in  virtue  thereof,  take  such  steps  upon  the  subject,  in 
this'District,  as  those  States  mighttliemselves  take  with- 
in  their  own  limits,  and  consistently  with  theu-  rights  of 

*°^"  rim"  viewing  the  matter,  I  would  not,  from  the 
lighU  now  before  me,  feel  myself  safe  in  pronouncing 
that  Congress  does  not  possess  the  power  of  interfering 
with  or  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
But,  whilst  such  are  my  present  impressions  upon  the 
abstract  question  of  the  legal  power  of  Congress— im. 
pressions  which  I  shall  at  all  times  be  not  only  ready,  but 
disposed,  to  surrender  upon  conviction  of  error— 1  do 
not  hesiute  to  give  to  you  as  my  deliberate  and  well- 
considered  opinion,  that  there  are  objections  to  the  ex- 
ercise  of  this  power,  against  the  wishes  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  Sutes,  as  Imperative  in  their  nature  and  obligations, 
in  regulating  the  conduct  of  public  men,  as  the  most  pal- 
pable want  of  constitutional  power  would  be. 

Sir,  this  letter  was  obviously  framed  to  suit  all  par- 
ties— all  things  to  all  men.  1  o  the  North,  it  seems  to 
concede  the  power;  to  the  South,  it  protcsu  against  ex- 
ercising it;  and  then,  as  if  apprehensive  of  going  too  tar, 
seeks  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  Quakers.  1  ho 
question  was  a  plain  one:  one  that  might  have  been  an- 
swered in  three  lines;  in  tw  o  words,  yes  or  no.  Do  you, 
or  do  you  not,  believe  in  the  constitutional  power  ot  Con- 
gress to  abollah  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  How 
is  it  met?  I  repeat,  sir,  by  a  tissue  of  evasions.  1  no 
question  was  put  to  him  here,  in  Washington;  down  ne 
dives,  out  of  sight,  and  rises  at  Albany.  He  begins  wiin 
expressing  his  great  desife  that  his  views  should  be 
thoroughly  understood,  and  his  intention  to  disclose 
them  in  the  fullest  manner:  but,  in  the  first  place,  as  tbo 
sentiments  he  has  avowed  for  the  last  two  years  may  not 
be  known,  he  must  communicate  them,  before  answer- 
ing the  specific  inquiry.  Then  follows  an  account  of 
the  Albany  meeting,  and  the  sentiments  there  expressed, 
in  which  he  declares  his  full  concurrence.  Leaving  Al- 
bany, on  he  moves,  dodging  and  shuffling,  until  at  length 
he  approaches  the  point  to  which  he  was  bound.  But 
does  he  approach  it  by  a  direct,  manly,  unequivocal 
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courted  Does  be,  sir,  after  all,  express  any  decided 
opinion  one  way  or  the  other?  Mark  his  language. 
He  owes  it  to  candor  to  say  that  he  has  not  been  able  to 
satisfy  himself  that  the  grant  of  the  power  of  exclusive 
legislation  does  not  confer  the  power  of  abolishing  sla- 
very in  the  District.  But  is  he  satisfied  that  it  does? 
Thus  viewing  the  subject,  he  would  not  feel  himself 
safe — I  believe  it,  sir,  be  did  not  feel  himself  safe;  he 
was  looking,  I  fear,  sir,  more  to  his  own  safety  than>  to 
that  of  the  South--he  would  not  feel  himself  safe  in  pro- 
nouncing that  Congress  does  not  possess  the  power. 
But  does  he  feel  himself  safe  in  pronouncing  that  Con- 
gress does  possess  the  power?  No^  sir,  he  speaks  of  his 
ioipressionsi  his  present  impressions  upon  the  abstract 
question;  impressions  which  he  is  ready  and  disposed  to 
surrender,  upon  conviction  of  error.  I  should  hope 
these  slight  impression*,  which  he  is  so  willing  to  re- 
nounce, have  yielded  to  a  more  deliberate  examination. 
They  do  not  deserve  the  name  of  opinions.  Suppose, 
sir,  by  way  of  illustration,  the  question  were  propound- 
ed to  me,  whether  certain  gentlemen  in  this  House,  in 
my  opinion,  were  or  were  not  abolitionists?  and  I  should 
reply,  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  say  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  satifefy  myself  that  the  gentlemen  in  question  are 
not  abolitionists,  would  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts understand  me  to  affirm  that  they  are?  And  if  I 
should  add,  1  do  not,  from  the  lights  now  before  me,  feel 
myself  safe  in  pronouncing  that  they  are  not  abolition- 
iats— would  he  undertske  to  say  that  I  expressed  a  deci- 
ded opinion  the  one  way  or  the  other? 

But  it  was  with  no  view,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  commenting 
at  large  upon  the  equivocating  language  of  this  letter, 
that  I  thought  proper  to  advert  to  It.  It  was  principally 
with  the  view  of  pointing  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  doctrine  it  inculcates,  that  moral  obligations  are 
equally  imperative  in  regulating  the  conduct  of  public 
men,  as  the  prohibitions  of  the  constitution  itself;  and 
more  especially  to  point  out  the  coincidence  between 
this  Albany  doctrine  and  that  of  the  report  of  the  select 
committee.  In  carrying  out  this  doctrine,  as  I  have 
already  shown,  the  committee  have  even  gone  further 
than  its  original  authors,  by  asserting  the  superior  effi- 
cacy of  moral  over  legal  restrictions.  Sir,  I  regret  to 
see  the  attempt  in  that  report  to  maintain  a  doctrine 
like  this;  an  attempt  to  reconcile  us  to  a  surrender  of 
power,  on  the  faith  that  it  will  not  be  exercised  to  our 
injury:  to  substitute  the  notions  of  justice,  wisdom,  or 
policy,  entertained  by  moralists  and  politician^,  as  a  suf- 
ficient restraint  upon  men  in  power,  in  lieu  of  the  fixed 
and  permanent  landmarks  of  a  written  law. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  novel  doctrine  we  have  heard 
upon  this  occasion.  Not  only  is  this  moral  obligation  a 
better  security,  but  it  is  even  dangerous,  it  seems  now, 
to  rely  at  all  on  our  constitutional  rights.  Sir,  it  is  more 
dangerous  to  surrender  them.  If  the  temple  of  our  lib- 
erty is  indeed  in  so  tottering  a  condition  that  we  dare 
not  enter  it,  it  is  time  to  repair  it,  or  look  out  for  better 
shelter.  But  where  is  the  danger^  Are  we  to  be  told, 
and  that  by  democratic  republicans,  that  it  is  dangerous 
the  people  should  know  what  they  know,  and  what 
greatly  concerns  their  safety?  Are  the  people,  like  chil- 
dren passing  a  church-yard,  to  shut  their  eyes  for  fear  of 
seeing  ghosts?  The  abolitionists,  it  seems,  will  be  en- 
couraged, if  they  discover  that  a  majority  of  this  House 
is  with  ihem  on  the  question  of  power:  yet  gentlemen 
tell  them  it  is  morally  certain  that  the  fact  is  so,  and  ob- 
ject to  bring  the  question  to  a  vote,  on  the  ground  of 
our  inevitable  defeat.  Sir,  the  abolitionists  are  awake; 
they  know  all  that  we  know,  and  probably  much  more: 
and  I  am  unwilling  that  the  people  should  not  be  as  well 
informed  as  their  enemies,  of  the  extent  of  the  danger. 
We  »hould  not  consent  that  they  shall  be  hoodwinked, 
and  bound  hand  and  foot,  while  we  unmuzale  the  dogs 
that  worry  them. 


There  is  one  other  constitutional  objection,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  the  power  claimed  for  Congress  of  abolish- 
ing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  it  would 
nut  be  proper  to  omit-^that  to  be  deduced  from  a  just 
view  of  the  power  of  appropriation.  It  is  important  to 
recur,  occasionally,  to  fundamental  principles;  to  the 
doctrines  and  opinions  entertained,  at  an  earlier  period 
of  our  history,  by  the  sages  who  were  called  on  to 
frame,  or  expound,  the  institutions  under  which  we  live. 
On  a  question  like  this,  the  opinions  of  none  are  entitled 
to  greater  weight  than  those  of  the  venerable  Madison. 
According  to  the  creed  of  the  old  federsi  party,  the 
power  of  appropriation  had  no  other  limit  than  the  gen- 
eral welfare;  or,  in  other  words,  the  discretion  of  Con- 
gress. But  this  was  not  the  doctrine  of  the  republicans 
of  irdS.  They  insisted  that  public  money  could  not  be 
constitutionslly  expended,  to  effect  any  objects,  except 
such  as  were  expressly  enumerated  in  the  constitution. 
This  was  the  principle  maintained  in  Mr.  Madison's  ccle* 
brated  report  of  1799,  on  the  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
That  report  has  been  regarded  as  the  text-book  of  State- 
right  politicians;  the  standard  of  republican  orthodoa^y. 
I  request  that  th^  Clerk  may  read  a  passage  from  the  ar- 
gument  upon  this  question,  in  which  the  import  of  the 
terms  general  welfare  is  commented  upon. 
The  Clerk  read  the  following  passage: 
«•  The  true  and  fair  construction  of  thia  expression, 
both  in  the  original  and  existing  federal  compacts,  ap- 
pear to  the  committee  too  obvious  to  be  mistaken.  In 
both,  is  subjoined  to  this  authority  an  enumeration  of 
the  esses  to  which  their  powers  shall  extend.  Mon#y 
cannot  be  applied  to  the  general  welfare,  otherwise  tbtm 
by  an  application  of  it  to  some  particular  measure  eofi- 
ducive  to  the  public  welfare.  Whenever,  therefore, 
mone^  has  been  raised  by  the  general  authority,  and  is 
tcrbe  applied  to  a  particuUr  measure,  a  question  arises, 
whether  the  particular  measure  be  within  the  enumera- 
ted authorities  vested  in  Congress.  If  it  be,  the  money 
requisite  for  it  may  be  applied  to  it;  if  it  be  not,  no  such 
application  can  be  made.  This  fair  and  obvious  inter- 
pretation coincides  with,  and  is  enforced  by,  the  clause  in 
the  constitution  which  declares , that  "no  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  tifc  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  sp- 
propriations  by  law."  An  appropriation  of  money  to 
the  general  welfare  would  be  deemed  rather  a  mookeiy 
than  an  observsnce  of  this  conititutional  objection. 

«  Whether  the  exposition  of  the  phrase  here  combat- 
ed would  not  by  degrees  consolidate  the  States  into 
one  sovereignty,  is  a  question  concerning  which  the  com- 
mittee can  perceive  little  room  for  difference  of  opinion. 
To  consolidate  the  States  into  one  sovereignty,  nothing 
more  can  be  wanted  than  to  supersede  their  respective 
sovereignties  in  the  cases  reserved  to  them,  by  extend- 
ing the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  to  all  cases  of 
the  general  welfare;  that  is  to  say,  to  all  cases  whatso- 
ever." 

Yes,  sir,  such  a  power  would  indeed  lead  to  consolida- 
tion. Give  the  power  to  Congress  of  unlimited  appro- 
priation; give  them  with  it,  what  they  now  have,  a 
Treasury  overflowing  with  millions  beyond  what  the 
public  necessities  require,  and  an  unprincipled  party  will 
not  scruple  to  use  the  public  tressure  to  perpetuate,  by 
every  scheme  that  can  be  devised,  its  own  power  and 
influence.  The  people,  the  source  of  sll  power,  will 
be  corrupted  by  their  own  money;  and  what  should  be 
the  life-blood  of  our  system  will  be  converted  into  its 
poison. 

But  I  proceed  to  apply  the  principles  msintained  by 
Mr.  Madison,  in  this  unanswered  Snd  unsnswerable  re- 

The  enactment  of  a  law  abolishing  slavery  necessarily 
supposes  an  appropriation  of  money  to  pay  for  the 
emancipated  sUves,    No  one  on  this  floor  has  ever  yet 
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anerted  tlie  principle,  that  such  abolition  can  be  eflTected, 
against  the  con^^ent  of  the  owner,  without  adequate  com- 
pensation. Such  an  act  would  be  simply  an  act  of  sheer 
robbery.  Bat  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  purchase 
of  slaves  with  a  view  to  emancipation,  are  not,  as  all 
will  agree,  among  the  objects  expressly  enumerated  in 
the  constitution.  Neither  are  thev,  in  any  way,  essential 
to  the  attainment  of  any  specified  object,  nor  to  the  due 
execution  of  any  specific  power.  If  the  power  to  ap- 
propriate money  draws  to  it  the  pow^r  to  create  or 
select  the  objects  of  appropriation,  and  may  be  extend- 
ed to  embrace  the  abolition  of  slavery,  it  must  be  on  the 
pretext  assumed  by  the  federal  party,  because  such  a 
measure  is  conducive  to  the  general  welfare*  Where, 
sir,  will  this  doctrine  lead  us?  ff  we  may  apply  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  upon  this  ground,  to  pay  for  this  property 
when  taken  from  the  owner  against  his  consent,  surely 
we  may  compensate  him  for  it  when  freely  surrendered 
by  sale  or  contract.  If,  by  virtue ^f  the  power  to  appro- 
priate, we  may  confiscate  or  purchase  slaves  in  the  Dis- 
trict, so  may  we,  under  the  same  authority,  purchase  or 
confiscate  them  in  the  States.  Or  say  that  we  are  con- 
fined to  the  District;  that  we  may  open  a  market  here, 
arid  here  only,  for  the  purchase  of  slaves,  with  a  view  to 
emancipation;  then  the  District  may  become  a  great 
mart  for  slaves,  and  the  I'reasury  exhausted  in  purchas- 
ing them,  brought  in,  as  they  would  be,  from  all  the 
slaveholding  States.  Whether  the  power  of  appropria- 
tion imply  or  confer  the  power  of  abolition,  or  not,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  abolition  or  emancipation  necessarily 
supposes  and  authorizes  appropriation.  If  slaves  be  pur- 
^tiased,  or  taken  against  the  owner's  consent,  they  must 
be  paid  for.  Now,  I  inquire  of  the  State-right  politicians, 
the  democratic  republican  majority  of  this  House,  if  they 
are  prepared  to  assert  this  doctrine?  Have  we  not  beard 
from  them  heavy  denunciations  of  one  of  the  candidates 
for  the  presidency,  for  having,  as  it  is  said,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  public  money  may  be  lawfully  applied  for 
the  liberation  of  slaves,  in  aid  of  the  Colonization  Socie- 
ty >  And  will  they  now,  by  affirming  the  constitution- 
ality of  abolishing  slavery,  and  the  consequent  appro- 
priation of  money  to  that  object,  assert  the  .very  doctrine 
they  have  condemned  ?  * 

If  we  can  lawfully  emancipate  slaves,  here  or  else- 
where, we  must  have  the  power  of  determining  what 
shall  be  done  with  them;  of  providing  the  means,  if 
necessary,  of  removing  them;  and,  in  that  case,  there 
can  be*  surely  no  Impropriety  in  putting  them  under  the 
care  of  the  Colonization  Society.  I  warn  the  party  that 
they  cannot  maintain  the  power  it  is  supposed  they  are 
prepared  to  assert,  without  splitting  upon  the  doctrine 
they  profess  so  much  to  abhor.  Bat  if  they  will  assert 
it,  I  trust  we  shall  at  least  hear  from  them  no  more  de- 
nunciation against  others  for  defending  the  same  prin- 
ciple. 

Let  us  trace  a  little  farther  the  consequences  of  this 
power. 

If  you  may  confiscate  or  purchase  slaves,  you  may  hold 
them.  Has  the  House  considered  the  consequences  of 
authorizing  the  General  Government  to  become  a  slave- 
holder? How  will  you  dispose  of  them?  Where  will 
you  place  them  ?  If  you  can  confer  the  right  to  freedom, 
you  may  prescribe  the  conditions  on  which  it  shall  be  en- 
joyed; and,  if  these  be  not  complied  with,  reconvert  them, 
as  is  done  in  some  of  the  States,  to  slavery.  You  may 
make  it  a  condition  that,  unless  they  depart  from  the  Dis- 
trict within  a  limited  time,  they  shall  forfeit  their  free- 
dom. But  suppose  the  States  will  not  consent  that  such 
a  crew  of  ignorant  and  unprincipled  paupers  and  vaga- 
bonds shall  be  turned  loose  upon  them:  have  you  the 
power  to  compel  their  admission?  will  you  attempt  to 
enforce  that  power?  or  will  you  confine  them  within  the 
bounds  of  the  District?  or  give  them  up  to  the  Coloniza- 


tion Society^  When  you  shall  have  emancipated  them, 
what,  sir,  let  me  ask,  is  to  be  their  condition?  Are  they 
to  be  regarded  as  citizens  of  the  United  States?  I  know 
of  no  means  whereby  the  United  States  can  acquire  citi- 
zens but  two:  by  birth  or  by  naturalization;  but  emancipa- 
ted slaves  are  neither  citizens  by  birth  nor  by  naturaliza- 
tion. Will  you,  then,  admit  them  to  an  equality  of  rights 
with  the  free  citizens  of  the  different  States?  make  them 
eligible'  to  all  offices,  civil  and  military,  foreign  embas- 
sies, the  presidency  itself?  or  are  they  to  be  freedmen, 
and  not  freemen?  citizens  without  the  privileges  of  citi- 
zenship? But  perhaps  you  will  enlist  them  as  soldiers! 
It  must  be  confessed  better  ntaterials  could  not  be  found 
for  a  standing  army.  They  might  serve  an  admirable 
purpose,  too,  to  keep  the  South  quiet;  or  the  Capitol  may 
be  surrounded  by  a  chosen  band  of  black  janizaries; 
and  the  day  may  come  when  no  man  shall  dare  to  raise 
his  voice  in  this  hall,  in  defence  of  right  against  power. 
Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  assert  a  claim  fraught  with 
these  monstrous,  these  momentous  consequences.  I 
trust  not;  for,  sir,  I  repeat,  the  people  of  the  South  can 
never  admit  it.  They  cannot  consent  to  hold  their 
property,  their  lives,  and  their  liberty,  at  the  mere  dis- 
cretion of  a  majority  of  Congress.  They  never  will  be, 
they  never  ought  to  be,  satisfied  until  a  power  ao  dan- 
gerous to  their  rights,  so  fatal  to  their  peace,  shall  be 
solemnly  disclaimed  by  this  Government;  or,  if  a  doubt 
exist,  the  pretension  forever  put  to  rest  by  a  constitu- 
tional provision,  too  plain  to  be  perverted. 

When  Mr.  Robebtsoit  had  concluded  his  speech, 

Mr.  OWENS  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  discussion 
ought  not  to  be  continued,  and  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  asked  if  it  was  competent  for  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  to  make  any  motion,  without  leave 
of  the  House,  after  the  morning  hour  had  expired;  and 
if  the  orders  would  not  come  up,  of  course^ 

The  CHAIR  said  the  orders  might  be  called  for  at  any 
time  after  the  hour  had  expired;  but,  until  one  o'clock, 
a  majority  could  rule  the  action  of  the  House  in  respect 
to  the  order  of  business,  and  any  motion  was  in  order,  as 
in  any  other  stage  of  the  discussion. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  64,  nays  86.  So  the  House  refiised  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  his  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  subject  of  the  report  and  resolutions.  If  the 
House  wished  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  be 
would  be  willing  to  postpone  bis  remarks  to  to-mor- 
row; but  he  hoped  the  previous  question  would  not  be 
pressed. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Owkns]  was  in  order.  It  was  made  afier 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  and  before  the 
House  refused  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day;  and 
before  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  a  chance  to  re- 
new it,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adavs] 
had  obtained  the  floor. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requeated  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  and  not  call  for  the  previoai 
question  without  giving  any  one  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss the  question. 

Mr.  OWENS  said  he  had  made  the  motion  after  much 
deliberation,  and  would  not  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  about  to  make  some  remarks,  but 
was  interrupted  by 

The  CHAIR,  stating  thaX  the  question  was  not  deba- 
table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
that  the  motion  was  in  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  gen- 
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tienian  from  Georgia,  at  the  time  he  made  the  motion, 
was  not  competent  to  make  it. 

The  CHAIR  oaUed  upon  Mr.  Adaxs  to  reduce  his  ap- 
peal to  writing. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  after  a  moment,  said  he  perceived  that 
a  majority  of  the  House  was  determined  to  stifle  discus- 
sion, and  he  would  withdraw  his  appeal,  and  consent 
that  the  vote  should  be  taken. 

Mr.  PATTON  rose  to  appeal  to  the  .gentleman  from 
Georgia  to  withdraw  his  motion. 
Mr.  OWENS  repeated  that  he  would  not  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  PATTON  hoped  he  would  not  denounce  every 
man  who  should  not  vote  for  bis  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  95, 
nays  83. 

Mr.  WISE  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
previous  question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  CHAIR,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry,  said  the  previ- 
ous question  would  be  on  concurring  in  the  resolutions, 
and  not  on  the  motion  to  recommit  or  print  the  report. 
Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  that  decision. 
The  CHAIR  said  it  was  what  he  would  decide  if  the 
main  question  should  be  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  then  I  will  appeal  when  the  deci- 
mon  is  nnade.  I  am  aware  that  there  is  a  slaveholder  in 
the  chair. 

Messrs.  WISE  and  EVERETT  simultaneously  moved 
a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tlie  call; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  stood:  Yeas  97, 
nays  108. 

Mr.  STORER  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table, 
and  that  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  there  was  then  time  to  ascertain 
what  the  decision  of  the  Chair  will  be  upon  what  is  the 
main  question } 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  stated,  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  what  the  decision  would  be;  but  the  time  to 
make  a  decision  had  not  arrived. 

Mr.  ADAMS  demanded  that  it  should  be  decided 
what  was  the  main  question,  that  the  House  might  know 
upon  what  they  were  voting,  and  that  it  might  be  enter- 
ed on  the  journals. 

Xhe  CHAIR  said  he  had  not  decided  what  the  main 
question  was,  and  could  not,  because  the  House  might 
negative  the  demand  for  the  main  question.  The  gen- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  could  attain  his  object  as  well 
after  the  House  had  decided  whether  the  main  question 
should  be  then  put« 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  could  not,  and  was  proceeding 
to  show  the  difference  in  the  points  of  time,  when 
Mr.  BOON  called  him  to  order. 
Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  speaking  to  order.  He  would 
ask  the  Chair  to  decide  what  the  main  question  is,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  have  an  opportunity  to  decide, 
belbre  they  were  obliged  to  vote  for  the  putting  of  the 
niaiii  question,  whether  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  was 
correct  or  not. 

Mr.  PATTON  thought  the  decision  ought  to  be  made 
then,  for  the  Chair  might  decide  the  main  question  to  be 
one  which  the  House  would  not  desire  to  have  put,  and 
which  they  would  not  vote  for;  and  it  might  influence 
their  Totes  upon  the  main  question. 

The  CHAIR  then  decided  that  the  main  question 
would  be  on  the  resolutions,  and  would  cut  oflT  all  other 
questions  or  motions  to  amend  or  commit. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  said  he  would  object  to  having  the 
decision  made  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that,  upon  the  sugf^estion  that  the 
decision  might  affect  the  votes  of  the  House  upon  the 
main  question,  he  would  entertain  the  appeal  then.    - 
Mr.    PHILLIPS  said  that  the  committee  had  been 


charged  with  instructions  to  report  two  resolutions:  one 
had  been  reported  in  the  words  directed  by  the  Housei 
the  other  was  reported  in  part  only,  omitting  the  latter 
half.  He  wished  to  know  to  which  of  them  the  main 
question  would  apply. 

The  CHAIR  said  to  both,  but  they  were  capable  of 
division;  and  he  announced  the  question  then  pending 
to  be, .«  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House?" 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  understood  that  question  to  be 
debatable. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  had  been  decided  that  an  appeal, 
while  the  previous  question  was  pending,  was  not  deba- 
table, by  an  express  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  previous 
question  on  the  appeal,  and  said  be  was  sure  that  would 
stop  debate. 

&Ir.  WISE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  said  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaks]  appealed 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  was  proceeding  to 
argue  the  subject,  when  the  Chair  decided  it  was  not 
debaUble.  He  then  wished  to  know  to  what  the  previ- 
ous question  would  apply. 

As  theiChair  was  stating  the  question  that  would  arise, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  if  he  was  gagged  or  not. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  decided,  according  to  a  pre- 
vious decision  of  the  House,  that  the  motion  was  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  going  on  with  some  remarks,  l>ut 
was  interrupted  by  loud  calls  to  order.  He  stated  that 
he  wanted  the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  writing,  that^il 
might  be  entered  on  the  journal.  ' 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  no  right  to  make  such  a  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  that  decision. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  appeal  to  be  out  of  order. 
He  said  one  appeal  was  then  pending,  and  another  ap- 
peal could  not  be  piled  upon  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  question  **  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas 
109,  nays  89,  as  follows: 

TsAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  A$^h,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Burns,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapin, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgonle,  Dunlap,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller,  GHlbrailh,  Gil- 
let,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G. 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabr z  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Luca?,  Abijah  Mann,  Job 
Mann,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKeon, 
McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muh- 
lenberg, Owens,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelpn,  John  Reynold*,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Speighr,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Week-,  Sherrod 
Williams~109. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  BouUlin,  Bnggs,  Bunch, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  James  GarUnd,  Glas- 
cock, Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  GrenneM,  Gnffin, 
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HiUnd  Hall»  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Hohey,  Howel),  Hunt,  Ingeraoll,  William  Jack- 
son, Janes,  Jenirer,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincohi, 
Love,  Lyon,  Martin,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mer- 
cer, Milligao,  Morris,  Patton,  Pettig^rew,  Phillips,  Pick- 
ens, Pinckney,  Potts,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Blade,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Towns,  Underwood,  Vinton,  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Wise^89. 

So  it  waa  determined  that  the  main  question  be  now 
put;  and  the  Speaker  decided  that  the  main  question 
was  upon  agreeing  to  the  above  resolutions. 

Mr.  HIESTER  called  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

'^Resolvedt  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional 
authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy." 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  if  the  House  would  allow  him  five 
minutes*  time,  he  pledged  himself  to  prove  that  resolu- 
tion false  and  utterly  untrue. 

Mr.  A.  was  here  called  to  order  in  different  parts  of 
the  House,  and  resumed  bis  seat. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
first  resolution,  as  follows: 

Yb4S — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng, 
Carr,  Casey,  G.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Cofiee, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Cushman,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
DunUp,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  P.  C.  Fuller, 
W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger, 
Grantland,  Graves,  Grennell,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hanneg^n,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harri- 
son, A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hies- 
ter, Hoar,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson, 
J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Rlingen- 
smith.  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Blorris,  Muhlen- 
berg, Owens,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  F. 
Pierce,  U.  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Reed,  Rcncher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  ttej  nolds,  Rip- 
ley, Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shep- 
ard, A.  H.  Sliepperd,  Shields,  Sh:nn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Speight,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thoreas,  J.  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well,  Webster, 
Weeks,  While,  EUsha  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Wil- 
liams—183. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Clark,  Denny,  Everett,  W. 
Jackson,  Jane.«,  Phillips,  Potts,  Slide — 9. 

Uuring  the  call,  Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  he  had  consti- 
tutional scruples,  and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  ADAMS  siid  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
be  excused,  and  would  be  called  upon  to  assign  his 
reasons. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  subject  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
question  of  excusing  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  during  a  call  of  the  House;  and  directed 


the  Clerk  to  proceed,  that  the  question  might  be  taken 
afterwards. 

Messrs.  PICKENS,  WADDY  THOMPSON,  and 
ROBERTSON,  when  their  names  were  called,  severally 
asked  to  be  excused;  and  the  question  was  postponed. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  should  positively  refuse  to  vote 
upon  these  resolutions. 

The  roll  having  been  called. 

The  CHAIR  read  the  28th  rule:  <*Everj»  member 
who  shall  be  in  the  House  when  the  question  is  put, 
shall  give  hia  vote,  unless  the  House,  for  special  rea- 
sons, shall  excuse  him;*'  and  said  the  question  would 
be  on  excusing  the  gentleman  from  Georgis,  [Mr. 
Glascock.] 

Mr.'  ADAMS  asked  that  the  reasons  required  to  be 
given  should  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  entered  on  the 
journal,  according  to  rule. 

The  CHAIR  requested  Mr.  Glibcock  to  reduce  his 
reasons  to  writing. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  his  reasons  had  been  given  on 
a  former  occasion,  and  would  be  found  in  the  protest  heu 
had  signed,  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  rule  required  that  •«  special 
reasons"  should  be  given;  the  gentleman  could  not  be 
excused  but  upon  **  special  reasons;*'  and  be  asked  to 
have  those  special  reasons  entered  on  the  journal. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  rule  was  silent  as  to  whether  the 
reasons  should  be  entered  on  the  journal  or  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  House  and  the  country  were  in 
a  situation  unprecedented  upon  this  subject.  He  csiUed 
for  the  execution  of  the  rule  in  such  a  way  as  to  have 
the  reasons  of  the  gentleman  appear  upon  the  journal. 
He  made  the  call  by  right  as  a  member  of  the  House — 
by  his  right  as  a  representative  of  the  people;  and  he 
would  set  aside  all  precedents  in  this  case. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  a  debatable  question  un- 
der  the  operstlon  of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  If  the  Chair  undertook  to  decide 
that  no  possible  question  could  arise  which  would  be 
debatable  while  the  previous  question  was  pending. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  decided  no  supposable  cases. 
It  was  soon  enough  to  decide  upon  each  case  as  it  oc- 
curred. 

Mr.  ADAMS  read  the  rule,  and  was  remarking  upon 
the  propriety  of  having  the  special  reasons  written  and 
entered,  which  the  gentleman  himself  might  give,  as 
well  as  the  reasons  for  which  the  House  might  excuse 
him;  when 

Mr.  HAMER  called  to  order-  He  wanted  to  know, 
first,  if  the  question  was  debatable;  and,  second,  if 
any  member  had  a  right  to  demand  that  the  reasons 
should  be  recorded . 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  called  Mr.  UjLim  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  this  ques- 
tion had  ever  been  pressed  to  a  decision;  snd  by  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  he  had  been  willing  to  hear 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  with 
a  view  to  enlighten  his  own  understanding.  He  then 
announced  that  the  hour  of  one  had  arrived,  and  as 
these  resolutions  would  come  up  at  the  next  mornins^ 
hour,  he  would  announce  the  orders  of  the  day;  an<^ 
in  the  mean  time,  would  take  the  opportunity  to  delib- 
erate upon  the  very  delicate  questions  involved. 

RATIONS  TO  INHABITANTS  OF  ALABAMA. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cauae  rations  to  be 
distributed  to  suffering  fugitives  from  Indian  hostilities 
in  Alabama  and  Georgia,  coming  up,  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 

<<  Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  Houet  of  Bepreaentaiivea 
of  ihe  United  tSta'ea  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized 
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RtUions  to  InhabUanU  of  Alabama, 
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to  cause  rations  to  be  delivered  from  the  public  stores 
to  the  unfortunate  sufTerers  who  are  unable  to  provide 
fbr  ibemselves,  and  who  have  been  driven  from  their 
homes  by  Indian  depredations  in  Alabama  and  Georgia, 
until  they  can  be  re-established  in  their  possessions,  or 
•o  long  as  the  President  shall  consider  it  necessary." 

Mr.  LBWIS  urged  the  speedy  action  of  the  House 
upon  this  resolution,  in  consequence  of  the  disaitrous 
condition  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HAWE3  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  and  by  genera]  consent, 
the  House  then  went  into  committee  on  the  above  reso- 
lution, (Mr.  A.  H.  Shsfpxes  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  HA  WES  briefly  opposed  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  both  impolitic  and  unconstitutiunal. 

Mr.  LEWIS  addressed  the  committee  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  He  said  the  |;entleman  had 
▼ery  suddenly  sprung  a  grave  constitutional  question 
upon  a  very  small  matter.  "The  gentleman  was  mistaken 
if  he  supposed  that  it  was  proposed  that  all  the  settlers 
from  the  Creek  county  who  bad  been  thrown  on  the 
frontier  of  AUbama  and  Georgia,  were  to  be  fed  at  the 
public  expense.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  this  boon  was 
asked  only  for  the  poor,  and  the  extreme  poor,  who 
bad  been  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  savages,  and 
in  many  instances  were  forced  to  abandon,  not  only 
their  homes,  but  their  provisions,  stock,  and,  in  some 
instances,  even  their  negroes.  It  was  said  that,  in  the 
little  town  of  Columbus,  there  were  now  twelve  hun« 
dred  persons  from  the  Creek  country  who  were  living 
upon  the  liberality  and  hospitality  of  the  people  of  that 
town.  Children  were  there  whose  parents  had  been 
murdered  at  night  by  the  Indians;  widows  whose  hus- 
bands had  &llen  under  the  tomahawk;  some  driven  from 
their  midnight  slumbers,  and  forced,  even  in  a  state  of 
nudity,  to  fly  to  the  adjoining  frontier  for  protection. 

Sir,  the  Government  surely  owed  protection  to  these 
people:  they  are  now  endeavoring  to  aflTord  them  that 
protections  and  is  not  subsisting  these  people  a  part 
of  that  protection  for  which  we  are  sending  armies  and 
voting  appropriations  for  their  defence?  Sir,  I  ask 
nothing  except  for  the  poor  and  the  unfortunate.  Our 
wealthy  citiaens  will  never  call  on  the  commissary  for 
their  provisions;  and  even  the  poor,  I  trust,  will  not 
need  it  long.  All  that  I  ask  Is,  to  grant  us  that  protec- 
tion against  the  consequences  of  Indian  hostilities,  which 
we  have  a  right  to  claim  from  this  Government.  I  see 
DO  difference,  sir,  between  this  case  and  the  one  under 
which  this  House  has  already  voted  rations  to  the  suffer- 
era  in  Florida. 

Sir,  1  respect  the  constitutional  scruplea  of  every  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor.  I  ask  no  gratuity,  no  charity,  but 
simply  demand  Justice  of  this  Government.  I  require 
of  this  Government  merely  to  repair  the  losses  which 
have  resulted  for  want  of  that  protection  which  the  peo- 
ple have  not  received,  and  which,  if  they  had  received, 
would  have  enabled  them  to  have  subsisted  themselves 
at  home,  without  calling  on  this  Government.  In  ma- 
king this  remark,  1  do  not  intend  to  censure  the  Govern- 
flnent,  but  merely  to  state  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  application  is  made.  It  is  a  requisition  of  sheer 
justice,  growing  out  of  the  obligation  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  protect  the  persons  to  whom  they  have  sold 
land  in  the  Creek  country  against  the  hostility  of  these 
Indians,  until  they  are  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  TOWNS  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  the  resolution  to  citizens  of  Georgia,  under 
the  same  circumstances  as  the  citizens  of  Alabama,  pro- 
vided for  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  then  addressed  the  committee  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  In  support  of  the  amendment  I. have 
had  the  honor  to  offer,  no  particular  argument  it  necei- 
Vot.  XU.— 353 


aary,  as  it  does  not  vary  the  principle  of  the  resolution. 
I  must  confess  that  I  heard  with  regret  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hawks,] 
in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  I  should  alwaya  bo 
pleased  to  have  the  co-operation  of  that  gentleman  oa 
any  queation,  and  on  none  more  than  the  preaent.  The 
gentleman  has  placed  his  opposition  on  the  ground  that 
there  is  no  power  in  the  House  to  adopt  the  reaolution. 
I  do  not  intend  to  meet  this  objection  by  any  thing  like 
argument  on  the  constitutional  question;  it  is  not  neces- 
sary. It  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  gentleman,  oHener 
than  once  during  the  present  session,  to  make  the  same 
objection  to  other  resolutions  involving  the  same  princi- 
ple; and,  as  oAen  as  made,  have  uniformly  been  voted 
down  by  the  House.  Sir,  1  have  information  in  my  pos- 
session of  a  character  that  would  excite  the  deepest 
sympathy.  Yes,  sir,  every  mail  from  Georgia  tells  me 
the  story  of  death;  butcheries  the  most  revolting  are 
perpetrated  every  day  in  the  bordera  of  Alabama,  and 
on  the  frontiera  of  Georgia.  The  merciless  savage  hat 
overrun  almost  the  entire  country  from  Columbus  to 
Montgomery.  One  scene  of  wide-sprtad  desolation 
alone  is  to  be  seen  in  that  quarter,  where  but  a  short 
time  since  there  waa  peace,  quiet,  and  prosperity.  And 
such,  sir,  has  been  the  unparalleled  devastation  of  prop- 
erty and  life,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  human  being  to  be 
seen  in  all  that  country,  unless  it  be  the  merciless  foe, 
or  some  unfortunate  settler  flying  from  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping-knife.  So  sudden  has  been  this  war,  when 
the  Indian  was  ready  to  deal  out  death  in  all  its  horrors, 
few,  if  any,  were  prepared  to  give  the  slightest  resist- 
ance; unprotected  with  arms  or  ammunition,  the  honest 
settler  of  the  country  felt  it  to  be  his  first  duty  to  yield 
to  the  entreaties  of  wife  and  children,  to  fly  for  safety; 
and  the  melancholy  story  but  too  often  reaches  us,  whea 
thus  flying,  that  many  of  them  have  fallen  victims  to  the 
most  cruel  of  all  deaths,  the  scalping-knife  and  toma- 
hawk. This  population,  under  such  a  panic,  could  not 
be  expected,  even  if  they  had  had  the  means,  of  remo- 
ving their  property.  Delay  waa  death,  and  to  collect 
the  women  and  children,  and  bid  them  fly,  waa  the  first 
and  the  only  thing  either  thought  of  or  desired.  Per- 
haps, sir,  at  no  former  time  was  ever  a  panic  more  gen- 
eral, or  danger  greater.  Can  if,  then,  sir,  could  it  be 
expected,  that  a  whole  population,  driven  before  a  sav- 
age foe  beyond  the  limits  of  their  own  SUte,  could  haye 
provided  themselves  with  the  ordinary  comfurts  of  life  f 
Can  it  be  expected,  when  deprived  of  house,  home, 
and  property,  that  lliey  can  supply  themselves  with  the 
necessary  meana  of  subsistence?  Can  it  be  supposed 
that  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  however  charitable  and  be- 
nevolent, (and  I  am  proud  to  say  they  are  entitled  to 
that  character,)  can  support  a  population  of  such  vast 
numbers  that  must  have  been  suddenly  thrown  upon 
them  in  the  severest  season  of  the  year?  Sir,  I  know 
too  well  the  feeling  of  this  House  to  doubt  for  one  mo- 
ment the  fate  of  the  resolution.  Let  it  pass  apeedily; 
and  let  that  aid,  so  indispensable  to  the  very  existence 
of  the  unfortunate  people  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia* 
be  afforded  with  the  promptneas  and  efficiency  that  a 
wise  and  humane  policy  would  demand.  Let  ua  not 
consume  the  time  of  the  committee  by  useless  discussion, 
when,  but  for  the  aid  of  the  relief  intended  by  this  reso- 
lution, hundreds  of  your  valuable  citizens  may  be  re- 
duced to  the  greatest  distress. 

The  amendment  was  briefly  discussed  by  Mr.  WHIT- 
TLESEY, of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  PARKER. 

Mr.  PAltKER  moved  to  amend  the  reaolution  by  in- 
serting a  specific  sum  of  ^20,000. 

This  amendment  waa  briefly  discussed  by  Messn. 
WHITE  of  Florida,  WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  HUNTS- 
MAN, LEWIS,  GRANTLANU,  HOLSEY,  and  HOW- 
ARD, when  Mr.  PARKER  withdrew  it. 
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The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  imendment  of 
the  gentlemin  from  Georgia*  [Mr.  Towvb,]  which, 
liter  a  few  remirks  fVom  Mr.  LANE,  wm  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWBS  again  opposed  the  resolution.  He  con- 
demned the  policy  of  proriding  for  our  citizens  in  this 
way;  for  it  was  holding  out  an  inducement  to  them  not 
to  take  measures  to  protect  themseWet. 

The  resolution  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  LEWI8, 
I.ANE,  and  GLASCOCK. 

Mr.  CUSHiNG  said  that  the  object  of  this  resolution, 
as  expressed  in  the  terms  of  it,  and  as  explained  by  the 
gentlemen  who  brought  it  forward,  was  to  gire  bread  to 
those  distressed  inhabitants  of  Alabama  and  Georgia, 
who  might  be  driven  from  their  homes  by  the  hostile 
Creeks,  and  fly  for  temporary  refuge  to  the  military 
posts  of  the  United  Ststes.  In  this  understanding  of  its 
import,  he  was  ready  to  rote  for  the  measure. 

Its  constitutionality  had  been  called  in  question.  Mr. 
C.  said  if  he  entertained  any  doubts  on  that  score,  he 
certainly  should  not  be  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  But, 
in  bis  view.  Congress  clearly  possessed  the  requisite  pow- 
er. The  objections  to  the  measure  proceed  upon  the  sup- 
position thst  it  i/a  charity.  Not  so.  The  constitution  em- 
powers Congress  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States.  He  would  not  re- 
ly upon  the  last  expression,  "general  welfare.^  Its  very 
vagueness  and  extreme  generality  should  inspire  us  with 
caution  in  the  application  of  this  clause  to  the  legislation 
of  Congress.  What  he  relied  upon  was,  the  power  and 
the  obligation  of  **  common  defence;"  that  iS|  in  an  es- 
special  manner,  the  protection  of  the  citizens  under  the 
immediate  exigencies  of  wsr,  which  was  the  primary  ob- 
ject and  paramount  duty  of  the  Union. 

Analyze  the  facts  in  the  case.  A  war  exists;  our  citi- 
zens are  assailed  by  armed  enemies,  seeking  their  de- 
struction. Manifestly,  we  may  defend  them  against  the 
weapon  of  the  foe.  May  we  not  equally  defend  them 
against  the  endeavor  of  the  foe  to  destroy  them  by  star- 
vation, when  that  endeavor  is  just  as  much  a  belligerant 
measure,  an  act  of  war,  as  it  was  to  shoot  them  down  in 
the  field?    Such  a  necessity  is  among  the  ordinary  exi- 

Sencies  df  war  at  all  times.  It  would  be  strange,  in- 
eed,  if  when  a  war  is  raging  in  any  part  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  suffering  families  are  expelled  from  their 
homes  by  tbe  enemy,  houseless,  penniless,  and  without 
provision,  and  they  take  shelter  under  the  guns  snd  the 
flag  of  their  country,  they  must  be  refused  a  pittance  of 
the  public  rations  for  the  time  being,  and  left  to  starve, 
under  the  pretence  that  the  constitution  does  notautho- 
rize  Congress  to  afford  them  such  relief.  The  power  to 
defend  the  citizen  under  the  actual  exigencies  of  war, 
was  the  very  last  which  he  would  consent  to  construe 
out  of  the  constitution. 

Of  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  supposing  it  to  be 
constitutional,  there  was  sufficient  evidence  in  the  facts 
before  the  House.  The*  Creeks  in  Alabama  and  Georgia 
were  emulating  the  example  of  the  Seminoles  in  Florids. 
It  was  the  bounden  duty  of  Congress  to  extend  to  the 
inhabitants  protection  and  relief,  promptly,  thoroughly, 
and  suitably  to  the  condition  of  tbe  country  and  the 
character  of  the  foe.  Whether  the  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  conduct  of  individuals,  were  right  or 
wrong,  in  the  acts  which  had  led  to  the  present  state  of 
things,  we  must,  at  all  events,  defend  the  lives  of  our 
countrymen)  and  this  resolution  is  one  of  the  forms  of 
relief  and  protection  which  had  beeii  called  for  in  the 
similar  case  of  Florida.  Some  gentlemen  had  objected 
to  the  introduction  into  these  debates  of  a  reference  to 
the  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife  of  the  Indian.  Mr  C. 
■aid  he  did  not  feel  the  force  of  this  objection.  Can  the 
horrors  of  border  warfare,  of  a  warfare  between  a  civil- 
ized and  a  savage  race,  be  too  vividly  pictured  to  the 
understanding  of  the  Housed 


There  was  another  argument  urged  against  the  resolu- 
tion, which  (Mr.  C.  said])  did  not  engage  his  concur- 
rence. It  is  alleged  that,  if  the  people  of  the  disturbed 
districts  may  obtain  succor  at  our  military  posts,  they 
will  be  less  likely  to  defend,  resolutely,  their  own  homes. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  assent  to  this  doctrine.  Are 
we  to  abandon  our  people  to  their  fate,  and  drive  them 
to  desperation,  by  refusing  a  refuge  to  their  wives  and 
children,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  fight  it  out  as  a  sort 
of  forlorn  hope,  sacrificed  for  the  public  advantage? 
They  fly  to  a  frontier  fort;  they  ask  for  shelter  and  sus- 
tenance there,  until  they  nay  organize  for  the  contest 
themselves,  and  bestow  their  wives  and  children  among^ 
their  friends.  We  say  to  them— No:  go  back  to  your 
scattered  dwellings;  fight  singly,  each  one  for  the  de- 
fence of  his  own  house,  so  long  as  a  bushel  of  corn  re- 
mains in  it,  regardless  of  all  odds,  and  even  with  certain 
destruction  to  yourself,  and  those  you  hold  most  dear, 
before  your  eyes.  Is  this  language  for  the  United  States 
to  hold  to  our  people,  when  the  knife  of  the  Indian  is  at 
their  throats?  While  we  proclaim  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Alabama  and  Georgia  that  we  expect  them  to  be  true  to 
themselves,  to  yield  to  no  panic  fears,  and  to  maintain 
their  own  cause  in  arms,  let  us,  at  the  aame  time,  enable 
them  to  feel  that  ihey  are  forever  under  the  broad  xgis 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Thus,  and 
thus  only,  and  not  by  forcing  them  to  contend  single-hand- 
ed with  the  foe,  shall  we  infuse  into  the  whole  country 
a  spirit  worthy  of  patriots  and  of  brave  men. 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  for  these  considerations,  and  under 
the  ample  security  to  the  Tressurv  afforded  by  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  War  Department  m  the  case  of  Florida, 
he  should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  fiiither  advocated  by  Messrs. 
HOLSET,  WISE,  MAURY,  LAWLBR,  and  UNDER- 
WOOD; and  oppoposed  by  Messrs.  THOMPSON  of 
South  Carolina,  and  EVERETT. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  af^er  observing  that  there  was  no  sp- 
propriation  annexed  to  the  resolution,  which,  if  there 
bad  been,  the  resolution  must,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  made  to  assume  tbe  form  of  a 
bill,  proceeded  to  address  tbe  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  in  subsUoce 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no  sppropriation  annexed  to 
this  resolution.  We  are  called  to  vote  upon  it  without 
knowing  how  deep  it  will  dive  into  the  public  pur»e. 
We  have  no  estimate  from  any  executive  department;  no 
statement  of  the  numbers  of  tbe  distressed  and  unfortu- 
nate persons  whom  we  are  called  upon  to  relieve,  not 
with  our  own  moneys,  but  with  the  moneys  of  our  con- 
stituents. By  an  exception  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  the 
House,  especislly  established  to  guard  the  public  Treas- 
ury sgainst  the  danger  of  rash  and  inconsiderate  expend- 
itures, we  are  to  drive  this  resolution  through  all  its  stsges 
in  a  single  day.  And  it  is,  I  believe,  the  first  example  of  a 
system  of  gratuitous  donations  to  our  own  countrymen, 
infinitely  more  formidable  by  its  consequences  as  a  pre- 
cedent, than  from  any  thing  appearing  upon  its  face.  I 
shall,  nevertheless,  vote  for  it.  But  answerable  to  my 
constituents,  as  I  am  in  this  as  in  all  other  cases  for 
votinfi^  away  their  money,  I  seek  for  a  principle  which 
may  justify  me,  to  their  judgment  and  my  own,  in  this 
lavish  disposal  of  the  public  funds. 

It  is  but  one,  sir,  of  a  class  of  legislative  enactments 
now  upon  the  pages  of  our  statute  book,  introduced 
first,  I  believe,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress; 
but  with  which  we  are  already  becoming  familiar,  and 
which  I  greatly  fear  will,  ere  long,  grow  voluminous.  1 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  denominate  them  the  scalping* 
knife  and  tomshswk  laws.  They  are  sll  urged  through 
by  the  terror  of  those  instruments  of  death,  under  the 
most  affecting  and  pathetic  appeals  from  the  constitu- 
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ents  of  the  mifTerert,  to  ill  the  tender  and  benevolent 
tympathies  of  our  nature.    It  is  impoarible  for  me  to 
withhold  from  those  appeals  a  responsive  and  yielding 
voice.     I  have  voted  for  all  those  bills,  devoting  million 
after  million  from  the  poblic  cheat,  for  the  relief  and 
defence  of  these  the  suffering  fbllow-eitizens  of  my  con- 
stituents.   I  will  vote  for  this  resolution.    I  will  vote 
again  and  again  for  drafts  from  the  Treasury  for  the 
same  purpose,  should  thev  become  necessary,  till  the 
Treasury  itself  shall  be  drained i  but,  for  so  doing,  I 
must  seek  for  a  principle  which  may  be  satislactory, 
first,  to  my  own  mind,  and,  secondly,  to  mv  constituents. 
And  here,  sir,  the  gentlemen  who  call  upon  us  for 
these  bountiful  contributions  from  the  public  treasure 
are  compelled  to  resort  to  that  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  declared  by   the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  be  among  the  purposes  for  which  the 
constitution  itself  was  ordained  by  the  people.     I  admit 
their  claim.      There  are,  indeed,  two  grounds  upon 
which  some  of  them  think  their  claim  sustainable.     One 
of  them  produces  precedent  for  this  exercise  of  power, 
and  yet  disclaims  the  authority  of  the  precedent  itself. 
Ton  have  already,  by  a  resolution  in  the  same  words 
with  those  of  the  resolution  now  before  this  committee, 
extended  this  same  'relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  Florida. 
But  Florida  is  one  of  your  Territories,  and  you  are  under 
obligations  of  protection  more  comprehensive  to  its 
inhabitants  than  those  which  bind  you  to  the  people  of 
the  States.    These  receive  and  are  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  their  State  Government,  and  you  are  bound  to 
extend  that  species  of  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Territories,  besides  the  protection  which  the  inhsbitants 
of  the  several  States  are  entitled  to,  as  members  of  the 
great  confederation.    The  precedent,  therefore,  of  the 
resolution  of  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  Florida,  does 
not  cover  the  case.    We  are  reminded,  however,  that 
some  twenty  years  or  more  ago,  the  people  of  Caraccas 
were  visited  at  once  with  a  tremendous  earthquake,  with 
famine,  and  with  the  still  more  heavy  misfortune  of  a 
civil  war.    The  convulsions  of  nature  by  earthquakes, 
the  ravages  of  famine,  and  the  raging  passions  of  man 
in  the  desolations  of  civil  war,  are  as  destructive  to  hu- 
man life,  and  as  calamitous  to  multitudes  whom  they 
do  not  absolutely  destroy,  ss  the  tomahawk  and  the 
scalping-knife.     But  whatever  may  have  been  the  mo- 
tives or  the  justifying  authority  of  Congress,  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  for  appropriating  any  portion  of  the 
public  moneys  to  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Carac- 
cas, it  could  not  establish  the  principle  that  Congress 
have  the  constitutional  power  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  relief  of  all  human  suffering,  whether  by  earthquake, 
famine,  civil  war,  or  Indian  ferocity.    And  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  himself,  who  so  ardently  urges  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  tells  you  that  he  should  have 
voted  against  that  measure  of  relief  to  the  wretched 
sufferers  in  Caraccas.      Mere  commiseration,  though 
one  of  the  most  amiable  impulses  of  our  nature,  gives 
us  no  power  to  drain  the  Treasury  of  the  people  for  the 
relief  of  the  suflTering  object.  Tou  must,  therefore,  seek 
smother,  an  additional  source  of  power,  for  authority  to 
pass  this  resolution;  and  where  will  jrou,  where  can  you, 
find  it  but  in  the  war  power,  and  its  limitation,  not  its 
enlargement,  in  that  very  declaration  of  the  transcendent 
purposes  for  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
ordained  their  constitution— -the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare?    Step  one  hair's  breadth  out  of  the 
circle  bounding  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  these 
words,  and  you   have  no  more  authority  to  pass  this 
resolution,  than  you  have,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  to 
saddle  the  people  of  the  United  Ststes  with  the  insup- 
portable burden  of  the  whole  system  of  the  poor  laws 
of  England. 

Sir,  in  the  authority  given  to  Congress  by  the  consti- 


tution of  the  United  States  to  declare  war,  all  the  powers 
incidental  to  war  are,  by  necessary  implication,  confer- 
red upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Now^ 
the  powers  incidental  to  war  are  derived,  not  from  the 
internal  municipal  sources,  but  from  the  laws  and  usages 
of  nations.  In  your  relations  with  the  Indian  tribes,  you 
never  declare  war,  though  you  do  make  and  break 
treaties  with  them,  whenever  either  to  make  or  to  break 
treaties  with  them  hsppens  to  suit  the  purposes  of  the 
President  and  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
For,  in  this  matter,  you  have  set  aside  the  judiciary  de- 
partment of  the  Government  as  effectually  as  if  there 
were  none  such  in  the  constitution. 

There  are,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  authority  of 
Congress  and  of  the  Bzecuiive,  two  classes  of  powers, 
altogether  different  in  their  nature,  and  of^en  incompat- 
ible with  each  other-.-the  war  power  and  the  peace  power* 
The  peace  power  is  limited  by  regulations  and  restricted 
by  provisions,  prescribed  within  the  constitution  itself. 
The  war  power  is  limited  only  by  the  la^s  and  usages  of 
nations.  The  power  is  tremendous:  it  is  strictly  consti- 
tutional, but  it  breaks  down  every  barrier  so  anxiously 
erected  for  the  protection  of  liberty,  of  property,  and  of 
life.  This,  sir,  is  the  power  which  suthoriases  you  to 
pass  the  resolution  now  before  you,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  no  other. 

And  this,  sir,  is  the  reason  which  I  was  not  permitted 
to  give  this  morning  for  voting  with  only  eight  associ- 
ates against  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee on  the  abolition  petitions^  not  one  word  of  discussion 
had  been  permitted  on  either  of  those  resolutions.  When 
called  to  vote  upon  the  first  of  them,  I  asked  only  five 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House  to  prove  that  it  was 
utterly  unfounded.  It  was  not  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
to  grant  me  those  five  minutes.  Sir,  I  must  say  that,  in 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  House  upon  that  report,  from 
the  previous  question,  moved  and  inflexibly  persisted  iu 
by  a  member  of  the  committee  itself  which  reported  the 
resolutions,  [Mr.  OwBirs,  of  Georgia,]  to  the  refusal  of 
the  Speaker,  sustained  by  the  majority  of  the  House,  (o 
permit  the  other  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Glas- 
cock] to  record  upon  the  journal  his  reasons  for  asking 
to  be  excused  from  voting  on  that  same  resolution,  the 
freedom  of  debate  has  been  stifled  in  this  House  to  a  de- 
gree far  beyond  any  thing  that  ever  happened  since  the 
existence  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States^  nor  is 
it  a  consolatory  reflection  to  me  how  intensely  we  have 
been  made  to  feel,  in  the  process  of  that  operation,  that 
the  Speaker  of  this  House  is  a  slaveholder.  And,  sir,  as 
I  was  not  then  permitted  to  assign  my  ressons  for  voting 
against  that  resolution  before  I  gave  the  vote,  I  re- 
joice that  the  reason  for  which  I  shall  vote  for  the  res- 
olution now  before  the  committee  is  identically  the  same 
with  that  for  which  I  voted  against  that. 

[Mr.  Adaxs  at  this,4ind  at  many  other  passages  of  this 
speech,  was  interrupted  by  calls  to  order.  The  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  (Mr.  A.  H.  Sbsppxbs,  of  North 
Carolina,)  in  every  instance,  decided  that  he  was  not  out 
of  order,  but  at  this  passage  intimated  that  he  was  ap- 
proaching very  close  upon  its  borders;  upon  which  Mr. 
Adaxs  said,  Then  I  am  to  understand,  sir,  that  I  am  yet 
within  the  bounds  of  order,  but  that  I  may  transcend  them 
hereafter. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  claim  the  privilege  of  speech  accord- 
ed to  every  other  member  of  this  House.  I  will  not  ad- 
vert to  the  latitude  in  which  that  privilege  has  been, 
throughout  this  session,  enjoyed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  by  every  member  of  the  House  who  has  chosen  to 
exercise  it.  Twill  sppeal  only  to  what  happened  no 
longer  ago  than  the  sitting  of  yesterday  and  of  this  morn- 
ing, when,  at  the  boor  of  one,  the  Speaker  adjourned 
the  House,  not  in  the  usual  form  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  but  to  ten  o'clock  of  Wednesday  mornmg,  that 
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i8«  of  this  day.  Is  it  not  within  the  recollection  of  every 
one  who  hears  me,  that  two  gentlemen,  both  distinguished 
members  of  the  House,  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  from 
the  hour  of  seven  to  that  of  ten,  or  little  short  of  that 
time,  last  evening,  entertained  and  instructed  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  with  a  controversial  disqui- 
sition upon  the.  constitution  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
and  upon  the  very  important  question  whether  the' voice 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  was  or  was  not  an  expo- 
nent of  the  popular  will?  Is  it  not  remembered  that  this 
disquisition  was  held  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue  so  anima- 
ted, that  the  retort  courteous,  the  quip  modest,  the 
counter-check  quarrelsome,  and  almost  the  lie  circum- 
stantial, passed  between  those  gentlemen,  without  inter- 
ruption from  the  chairman,  and  without  call  to  order, 
till  at  Isst  an  honorable  member  from  Tennessee  pro- 
posed that  the  difference  between  the  two  members 
should  be  settled  by  arbitration'  And  what  was  the  ques- 
tion before  the  committee,  sir,  upon  which  this  spirited 
and  eloquent  conference  was  held?  Was  it  upon  an  ap- 
propriation of  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  arm- 
\Ti%  the  fortifications  of  the  United  States?  Or  upon  an 
amendment  to  that  propossl  by  a  reduction  of  the  salaries 
of  all  your  principal  executive  officers,  and  of  the  com- 
pensation of  members  of  Congress'  Sir,  it  was  upon 
one  of  these  two  propositions,  so  exceedingly  relevant 
to  each  other,  that  the  colloquy  between  the  two  gentle- 
men from  Maryland,  upon  the  constitution,  legislature, 
and  people,  of  that  highly  respectable  State,  was  held, 
for  hours,  without  interruption  or  call  to  order.  And 
now,  sir,  am  I  to  be  disconcerted  and  silenced,  or  admon- 
ished by  the  Chair  that  1  am  approaching  to  irrelevant 
matter,  which  may  warrant  him  to  arrest  me  in  my  argu- 
ment, because  I  say  that  the  reason  for  which  I  shall 
Tote  for  the  resolution  now  before  the  committee,  levying 
a  heavy  contribution  upon  the  property  of  my  constit- 
uents, is  identically  the  same  with  the  reason  for  which  1 
voted  against  the  resolution  reported  by  the  slavery 
committee,  that  Congress  has  no  authority  to  interfere, 
ID  anyway,  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union' 
Sir,  I  was  not  allowed  to  give  my  reasons  for  that  vote, 
and  a  majority  of  my  constituents,  perhaps  proportion- 
ably  as  large  as  that  of  this  House,  in  favor  of  that  reso- 
lution, may  and  probably  will  disapprove  my  vote  against 
it,  unless  my  reasons  fur  so  voting  should  be  explained 
to  them.  1  asked  but  five  minutes  of  the  House  to  give 
those  reasons,  and  was  refused.  I  shall,  therefore,  take 
the  liberty  to  give  them  now,  as  they  are  strictly  appli- 
cable to  the  measure  now  before  the  committee,  and  are 
my  only  justification  for  voting  in  favor  of  this  resolu- 
tion.] 

1  return,  then,  to  my  first  position,  that  there  are  two 
elasses  of  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  SUtes  in  their  Congress  snd  Executive  Govern- 
ment: the  powers  to  be  exercised  in  time  of  peace,  and 
the  powers  incidental  to  war.  That  the  powers  of  peace 
are  limited  by  provisions  within  the  body  of  the  consti- 
tution itself,  but  that  the  powers  of  war  arc  limited  and 
regulated  only  by  the  hws  and  usages  of  nations.  There 
are,  indeed,  powers  of  peace  conferred  upon  Congress, 
which  also  come  within  the  scope  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  such  as  the  negotiation  of  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce,  the  interchange  of  public  minis- 
ters and  consuls,  and  all  the  personal  and  social  inter- 
course between  the  individual  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations,  and  the  Indian  tribes,  which 
require  the  interposition  of  any  law.  But  the  powers  of 
war  are  all  regulated  by  the  laws  of  nations,  and  are  sub- 
ject to  no  other  limitation.  It  is  by  this  power  that  I  am 
justified  in  voting  the  money  of  my  constituents  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  their  fellow-citizens  suffering  with 
extreme  necessity  even  for  subsistence,  by  the  direct 
consequence  of  an  Indian  war.  Upon  the  same  principle. 


your  consuls  in  foreign  ports  are  authorized  to  provide 
for  the  subsistence  of  seamen  in  distress,  and  even  for 
their  passage  to  their  own  country. 

And  it  was  upon  that  same  principle  that  I  voted 
against  the  resolution  reported  by  the  slavery  commit- 
tee, <*  that  Congress  possess  no  constitutional  authority 
to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  any  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy,*'  to  which  reso- 
lution most  of  those  with  whom  I  usually  concur,  and 
even  my  own  colleagues  in  this  House,  g^ve  their  assent. 
I  do  not  admit  that  there  is  even  among  the  peace  powers 
of  Congress  no  such  authority)  but  in  war  there  are  many 
ways  by  which  Congress  not  only  hsve  the  authority, 
but  are  bound  to  interfere  with  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  the  States.  The  existing  law  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation of  slaves  into  the  United  States  from  foreign 
countries,  is  itself  an  interference  with  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  States.  It  wss  so  considered  by  the 
founders  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  it  was  stipulated  that  Congress  should  not  in- 
terfere, in  that  way,  with  the  institution,  prior  to  the 
year  1808. 

Buring  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  military 
and  naval  commanders  of  that  nation  issued  proclama- 
tions inviting  the  slaves  to  repair  to  their  ttandards,  with 
promises  of  freedom  and  of  settlement  in  some  of  the 
British  colonial  establishments.  This,  surely,  was  an 
interference  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  States. 
By  the  treaty  of  peace.  Great  Britain  stipulated  to  evsc- 
uate  all  the  forts  and  placef  in  the  United  States,  with- 
out carrying  away  any  slaves.  If  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  no  authority  to  interfere,  in  any 
way,  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  States,  they 
would  not  have  had  the  authority  to  require  this  stipula- 
tion. It  is  well  known  that  this  engsgement  was  not 
fulfilled  by  the  British  naval  and  military  commandersi 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  did  carry  away  all  the  sisves 
whom  they  had  induced  to  join  then)»  and  that  the 
British  Government  inflexibly  refused  to  restore  any  of 
them  to  their  masters;  that  a  claim  of  indemnity  was  con- 
sequently instituted  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  slaves, 
and  was  successfully  maintained.  All  that  series  of 
transactions  waa  an  interference  by  Congress  with  the 
institution  of  slavery  in  the  States  in  one  way— in  the 
way  of  protection  and  support.  It  was  by  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  alone  that  the  restitution  of  sisves  enticed 
by  proclamations  into  the  British  service  could  be  claim- 
ed as  property.  But  for  the  institution  of  slavery,  the 
British  commanders  could  neither  have  allured  them  to 
their  standard,  nor  restored  them  otherwise  than  as  lib- 
erated prisoners  of  war.  But  for  the  institution  of 
slavery,  there  could  have  been  no  stipulation  that  they 
shoulJ  not  be  carried  away  as  property,  nor  any  claim 
of  indemnity  for  the  violation  of  that  engagement. 

But  the  war  power  of  Congress  over  the  institution 
of  slaveiy  in  the  States  is  yet  far  more  extensive.  Sup- 
pose the  case  of  a  servile  war,  complicated,  as  to  some 
extent  it  is  even  now,  with  an  Indian  wari  suppose  Con- 
gress were  called  to  raise  armies,  to  supply  money  from 
the  whole  Union,  to  suppress  a  servile  insurrection: 
would  they  have  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery  ?  The  issue  of  a  servile  war  may  be 
disastrous.  By  war  the  slave  may  emancipate  himself; 
it  may  become  necessary  for  the  master  to  recognise  hit 
emancipation  by  a  treaty  of  peace;  can  it  for  an  instant 
be  pretended  that  Congress,  in  such  a  contingency, 
would  have  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the  institution 
of  slavery,  in  any  way,  in  the  States?  Why,  it  would 
be  equivalent  to  saying  that  Congress  have  no  constitu- 
tional authority  to  make  peace. 

1  suppose  a  more  portentous  case,  certainly  within  the 
bounds  of  possibility— I  would  to  God  I  could  say  not 
within  the  bounds  of  probability.    Tou  have  been,  if 
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you  ire  not  now,  at  the  yery  point  of  a  war  with  Mez- 
iCQ— a  war,  I  am  sorry  to  sty,  so  hr  as  public  mmor 
may  be  credited,  stimulated  by  provocations  on  our  part 
from  the  very  commencemeot  of  this  administration 
down  to  the  recent  authority  given  to  General  Gaines  to 
invade  the  Mexican  territory.  It  is  said  that  one  of  the 
earliest  acts  of  this  administration  wai  a  proposal,  made 
at  a  time  when  there  was  already  much  ill-humor  in  Mex- 
ico sgainst  the  United  States,  that  she  should  cede  to 
the  United  States  a  very  large  portion  of  her  territory— 
large  enough  to  constitute  nine  States  equal  in  extent 
to  Kentucky.  It  must  be  confessed  that  a  device  better 
calculftted  to  produce  jealousy,  suspicion,  ill-will,  and 
hatred,  could  not  have  been  contrived.  It  is  further 
affirmed  that  this  overture,  offensive  in  itself,  was  made 
precisely  at  the  time  when  a  swarm  of  colonists  from 
these  United  States  were  covering  the  Mexican  border 
with  land-jobbing,  and  with  slaves,  introduced  in  defi- 
ance of  the  Mexican  laws,  by  which  slavery  had  been 
abolished  throughout  that  republic.  The  war  now 
raging  in  Texas  is  a  Mexican  civil  wai^  and  a  war  for 
the  re.establishment  of  slavery  where  it  wai  abolished. 
it  is  not  a  servile  war,  but  a  war  between  slavery  and 
emancipation,  and  every  possible  effort  has  been  made 
to  drive  us  into  the  war,  on  the  side  of  slavery. 

It  is,  indeed,  a  circumstance  eminently  fortunate  for 
«s  that  this  monster,  Santa  Anna,  has  been  defeated  and 
taken,  though  I  cannot  participate  in  that  exquisite  joy 
with  which  we  have  been  told  that  every  one  having 
Anglo-Saxon  blood  in  his  veins  roust  have  been  delight- 
ed on  hearing  thst  this  ruffian  has  been  shot,  in  cold 
blood,  when-  a  prisoner  of  war,  by  the  Anglo-Saxon 
leader  of  the  victorious  Texian  army.  Sir,  I  hope  there 
is  no  member  of  this  House,  of  other  than  Anglo-Saxon 
origin,  who  will  deem  it  uncourteous  that  I,  being  my- 
self in  part  Anglo-Saxon,  must,  of  course,  hold  that  for 
the  best  blood  that  ever  circulated  in  human  veins.  Oh ! 
yes,  air!  far  be  it  from  me  to  depreciate  the  glories  of 

'  the  Anglo-Saxon  race{  although  there  have  been  times 
when  they  bowed  their  necks  and  submitted  to  the  law 
of  conquest,  beneath  the  ascendency  of  the  Norman 
mce.  But,  sir,  it  has  struck  me  as  no  inconsiderable 
evidence  of  the  spirit  which  is  spurring  us  into  this  war 
of  aggression,  of  conquest,  and  of  slave-making,  that  all 

r  the  fires  of  ancient  hereditary  national  hatred  are  to  be 
kindled,  to  familiarize  us  with  the  ferocious  spirit  of  re- 
joicing at  the  massacre  of  prisoners  in  cold  blood.  Sir, 
is  there  not  yet  hatred  enough  between  the  races  which 
compose  your  Southern  population  and  the  population 
of  Mexico,  their  next  neighbor,  but  you  must  go  back 
eight  hundred  or  a  thousand  yesrs^  and  to  another  hem- 
isphere, for  the  fountains  of  bitterness  between  you  and 
them?  What  is  the  temper  of  feeling  between  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  your  own  Southern  population,  between 
your  Anglo-Saxon,  Norman  French,  and  Moorish  Span- 
ish inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and 
Missouri?  between  them  sll  and  the  Indian  savage,  the 
original  possessor  of  the  land  from  which  you  are  scourg- 
ing him  already  back  to  (he  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains? 
What  between  them  all  and  the  native  American  negro, 
of  African  origin,  whom  they  are  holding  in  cruel  bond- 
age? Are  these  elements  of  harmony,  concord,  and 
patriotism,  between  the  component  parts  of  a  nation  start- 
mg  upon  a  crusade  of  conquest?  And  what  are  the  feel- 
ings of  all  this  motley  compound  of  your  Southern  pop- 
ulation towards  the  compound  equally  heterogeneous  of 
the  Mexican  population?  Do  not  you,  an  Anglo-Saxon, 
tlaveholding  exterminator  of  Indians,  from  the  bottom 
of  your  soul,  hate  the  Mexican-Spaniard-Indian,  eman- 
cipator of  slaves  and  abolisber  of  slavery?  And  do  you 
think  that  your  hatred  is  not  with  equal  cordiality  re- 
larned?  Go  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  ask  any  of  your  fel- 
low-citizens  who  have  been  there  for  the  last  three  or 


four  years,  whether  they  scarcely  dare  show  their  faces, 
as  Anglo- Americans,  in  the  streets.  Be  assured,  sir, 
that,  however  heaKily  you  detest  the  Mexican,  his  bosom 
burns  with  an  equally  deep-seated  detestation  of  you. 

And  this  is  the  nation  with  which,  at  the  instigation  of 
your  Executive  Government,  you  are  now  rushing  into 
war^nto  a  war  of  conquest;  commenced  by  aggression 
on  your  part,  and  for  the  re-establishment  of  slavery, 
where  it  has  been  abolished,  throughout  the  Mexican 
republic.  For  your  war  will  be  with  Mexico— with  a 
republic  of  twenty-four  States,  and  a  population  of  eight 
or  nine  millions  of  souls.  It  seems  to  be  considered 
that  this  victory  over  twelve  hundred  men,  with  the 
capture  of  their  commander,  the  President  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic,  has  already  achieved  the  conquest  of  the 
whole  republic.  That  it  may  have  achieved  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  is  not  impossible.  But  Texas  is  to 
the  Me»can  republic  not  more  nor  so  much  as  the  State 
of  Michigan  is  to  yours.  That  State  of  Michigan,  the 
people  of  which  are  in  vain  claiming  of  you  the  per- 
formance of  that  sacred  promise  you  made  them,  of  ad- 
mitting her  as  a  State  into  the  Union;  that  State  of 
Michigan,  which  has  greater  grievances  and  heavier 
wrongs  to  Allege  against  you  for  a  declaration  of  her  in- 
dependence, if  she  were  disposed  to  declare  it,  than  the 
people  of  Texas  have  for  breaking  off  their  union  with 
the  republic  of  Mexico.  Texas  is  an  extreme  boundary 
portion  of  the  republic  of  Mixico;  a  wilderness  inhabit- 
ed only  by  Indians  till  after  the  revolution  which  sepa- 
rated Mexico  from  Spain;  not  sufficiently  populous  at  the 
organization  of  the  Mexican  confederacy  to  form  a  State 
by  itself,  and  therefore  united  with  CoahuiUi,  where  the 
greatest  part  of  the  indigenous  part  of  the  population 
reside.  Sirt  the  history  of  all  the  emancipated  Spanish 
American  colonies  has  been,  ever  since  their  separation 
from  Spain,  a  history  of  coovulstonary  wars;  of  revolu- 
tions, accomplished  by  single,  and  often  very  insignifi- 
cant battles;  of  chieftains,  whose  title  to  power  has  been 
the  murder  of  their  immediate  predecessors.  They 
have  all  partaken  of  the  character  of  the  first  conquest 
of  Mexico  by  Cortez,  and  of  Peru  by  Pizarro;  and  this, 
sir,  makes  me  shudder  at  the  thought  of  connecting  our 
destinies  indissolubly  with  theirs.  It  may  be  that  a 
new  revolution  in  Mexico  will  follow  upon  this  captivity 
or  death  of  their  President  and  commanding  general; 
we  have  rumors,  indeed,  that  such  a  revolution  had  hap- 
pened even  before  his  defeat;  but  I  cannot  yet  see  my 
way  clear  to  the  conclusion  that  either  the  independence 
of  Texas,  or  the  capture  and  military  execution  of  Santa 
Anna,  will  save  you  from  war  with  Mexico.  Santa 
Anna  was  but  one  of  a  breed  of  which  Spanish  America 
for  the  last  twenty-five  years  has  been  a  teeming  mother, 
soldiers  of  fortune,  who,-  by  the  sword  or  the  musket 
ball,  have  risen  to  supreme  power,  and  by  the  sword  or 
the  musket  ball  have  fallen  from  it.  That  breed  is  not 
extinct;  the  very  last  intelligence  from  Peru  tells  of  one 
who  has  fallen  there  as  Tturbide,  and  .Mina,  and  Guer- 
rero, and  Santa  Anna,  have  fallen  in  Mexico*  The  same 
soil  which  produced  them  'is  yet  fertile  to  produce 
others.  They  reproduce  themselves,  with  nothing  but 
a  change  of  the  name  and  of  the  man.  Tour  war,  sir, 
is  to  be  a  war  of  races— the  Anglo-Sajcon  American  pit* 
ted  against  the  Moorish-Spanish-Mexican  American;  a 
war  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  halves  of  North 
America;  from  Passamaquoddy  to  Panama.  Are  you 
prepared  for  such  a  war' 

And  again  I  ask,  what  will  be  your  cause  in  such  a 
war?  Aggression,  conquest,  and  the  re-esUblishment 
of  slavery  where  it  has  been  abolished.  In  that  war, 
sir,  the  banners  of  freedom  will  be  the  banners  of  Mexi- 
co; and  your  banners,  I  blush  to  spesk  the  word,  will  be 
the  banners  of  slavery. 

Sir,  in  consideriog  these  United  States  Mid  the  United 
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Mexican  States  as  mere  masses  of  power  coming  to  col- 
lision against  each  other,  I  cannot  doubt  that  Mexico 
will  be  the  greatest  sufferer  by  the  shock.  The  con- 
quest  of  all  Mexico  would  teem  to  be  no  improbable 
result  of  the  conflict,  especially  if  the  war  should  extend 
no  farther  than  to  the  two  mighty  combatants.  But 
will  it  be  so  confined  ?«  Mexico  is  clearly  the  weakest  of 
the  two  Powersi  but  she  is  not  the  least  prepared  for 
action.  She  has  the  more  recent  experience  of  war. 
She  has  the  greatest  number  of  reteran  warriors;  and 
although  her  higheat  chief  has  just  suffered  a  faul  and 
ignommious  defeat,  yet  that  has  happened  often  before 
to  leaders  of  armies  too  confident  oi  auccess  and  con- 
temptuous of  their  enemy.  Even  now,  Mexico  is  bet- 
ter prepared  for  a  war  of  iuTasion  upon  you,  than  you 
are  for  a  war  of  inrasion  upon  her.  There  may  be 
found  a  successor  to  Santa  Anna,  inflamed  with  the 
desire,  not  only  of  avenging  his  disaster,  but  what  he 
and  his  nation  will  consider  your  perfidious  hostility. 
The  national  spirit  may  go  with  him.  He  may  not  only 
turn  the  tables  upon  the  Texian  conquerors,  but  drive 
them  for  refuge  within  your  borders,  and  pursue  them 
into  the  heart  of  your  own  territories.  Are  you  in  a 
condition  to  resist  him?  lathe  success  of  your  whole 
army,  and  all  your  veteran  generals,  and  all  your  militia 
calls,  and  all  your  mutinous  volunteers  against  a  miser- 
able band  of  five  or  six  hundred  vinviaible  Seminole  In- 
dians, in  your  late  campAgn,  an  earnest  of  the  energy 
and  vigor  with  which  you  are  ready  to  carrv  on  that  far 
otherwise  formidable  and  complicated  warf-««omplica- 
ted,  did  I  aay?  And  how  complicated?  Tour  Semi- 
nole war  ia  already  spreading  to  the  Creeks,  and,  in 
their  march  to  desolation,  they  sweep  along  with  them 
your  negro  slaves,  and  put  arms  into  their  hands  to  make 
common  cause  with  them  against  you«  and  how  far  will 
it  spread,  sir,  should  a  Mexican  invader,  with  the  torch 
of  liberty  in  his  hand,  and  the  atandard  of  freedom 
floating  over  his  head,  proclaiming  emancipation  to  the 
slave  and  revenge  to  the  native  Indian,  as  he  goes,  in- 
vade your  soil?  What  will  be  the  condition  of  your 
States  of  Louisiana,  of  Mississippi,  of  Alabama,  of 
Arkansas,  of  Missouri,  and  of  Georgia?  Where  will  be 
your  negroes?  Where  will  be  that  combined  and  con- 
centrated mass  of  Indian  tribes,  whom,  by  an  inconceiv- 
able policy,  you  have  expelled  from  their  widely  distant 
habitations,  to  imbody  them  within  a  small  compass  on 
the  very  borders  of  Mexico,  aa  if  on  purpose  to  give 
that  country  a  nation  of  natural  allies  in  their  hostilities 
•gainst  you?  Sir,  you  have  a  Mexican,  an  Indian,  and 
a  negro  war  upon  your  hands,  and  you  are  plunging 
yourself  into  it  blindfold;  you  are  talking  about  acknowl- 
edging the  independence  of  the  republic  of  Texas,  and 
you  are  thirsting  to  snnex  Texas,  ay,  and  Coahuila,  and 
Tamaulipas,  and  Santa  Fe,  from  the  source  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Bravo,  to  your  already  over-distended  domin- 
ions. Five  hundred  thousand  square  miles  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Mexico  would  not  even  now  quench  your  burn- 
iBg  thirst  for  aggrandizement. 

But  wiH  your  foreign  war  for  this  be  with  Mexico 
alone?  No,  sir.  As  the  weaker  party,  Mexico,  when 
the  contest  shall  have  once  begun,  will  look  abroad,  as 
well  as  among  your  negroes  and  your  Indians,  for  assist- 
ance. Neither  Great  Britain  nor  France  will  suflTer  you 
to  make  auch  a  conquest  from  Mexico;  no,  nor  even  to 
annex  t|ie  independent  State  of  Texas  to  your  confede- 
ration, without  their  interposition.  Tou  will  have  an 
Anglo-Saxon  intertwined  with  a  Mexican  war  to  wage. 
Great  Britain  may  have  no  serious  objection  to  the  in- 
dependenee  of  Texaa,  and  may  be  willing  enough  to 
take  her  under  her  protection,  as  a  barrier  both  against 
Mexico  and  against  you.  But,  aa  aggrandizement  to 
you,  she  will  not  readily  suffer  it;  and,  above  all,  ahe 
will  not  Boffer  you  to  acquire  it  by  oonquest  aid  the  re- 


establishment  of  slavery.  Urg^d  on  by  the  irresistible, 
overwhelming  torrent  of  public  opinion.  Great  Britain 
has  recently,  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
Urs,  which  her  people  have  joyfully  pud,  aboliahed 
slavery  throughout  all  her  colonies  in  the  West  Indies. 
After  setting  such  an  example,  she  will  not^-it  is  im- 
possible that  she  should^stsnd  by  and  witneasa  war  for 
the  re-eatablishment  of  slavery  where  it  had  been  for 
years  abolished,  and  situated  thus  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  her  islanda.  She  will  tell  you,  that  if 
you  must  have  Texas  as  a  member  of  your  confederaey, 
it  must  be  w'lthout  the  taint  or  the  trammels  of  slavery; 
and  if  you  will  wage  a  war  to  handcuff  and  fetter  your 
fellow-man,  she  will  wage  the  war  against  you  to  break 
his  chsins.  Sir,  what  a  figure,  in  the  eyes  of  mankind, 
would  you  make,  in  deadly  conflict  with  Great  Britain ; 
she  fighting  the  battles  of  emancipation,  and  you  the 
battlea  of  suvery;  she  the  benefiictress,  and  you  the  op- 
pressor, of  human  kind!  In  such  a  war,  the  enthusiasm 
uf  emancipation,  too,  would  unite  vast  numbers  of  her 
people  in  aid  of  the  national  rivalry,  and  all  her  natural 
jealousy  against  our  aggrandizement.  No  war  was  ever 
so  popular  in  England  as  that  war  would  be  against 
slavery,  the  alave  trade,  and  the  Anglo-Saxon  descendant 
from  her  own  loins. 

As  to  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  your  confederation, 
for  what  do  you  want  it?  Are  you  not  large  and  un- 
wieldy enough  already?  Bo  not  two  milliona  of  square 
miles  cover  surfsce  enougfh  for  the  insatiate  rapacity  of 
your  land-jobbers?  1  hope  there  are  none  of  them  with- 
in the  sound  of  my  voice.  Have  you  not  Indians  enough 
to  expel  from  the  land  of  their  fathers'  sepulchres,  and 
to  exterminate?  What,  in  a  prudential  and  military 
point  of  view,  would  be  the  addition  of  Texas  to  your 
domain?  It  would  be  weakness,  and  not  power.  Is  your 
Southern  and  Southwestern  frontier  not  sufficiently  ex- 
tensive? not  sufficiently  feeble?  not  sufficiently  defence- 
less? Why  are  you  adding  regiment  af\er  regiment  of 
dragoons  to  your  standing  army?  Why  are  you  strug- 
gling, by  direction  and  by  indirection,  to  raise  per  tallum 
that  army  from  less  than  six  to  more  than  twenty  thou- 
sand men?  Tour  commanding  general,  now  returning 
from  his  excursion  to  Florids,  openly  recommends  the 
increase  of  your  army  to  that  number.  Sir,  the  exten* 
sion  of  your  seacoast  frontier  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Rio 
Bravo  would  add  to  your  weakness  tenfold;  for  it  is  now 
only  weskness  with  reference  to  Mexico.  It  would  then 
be  weakness  with  reference  to  Great  Britain,  to  France, 
even  perhaps  to  Russia,  to  every  naval  European  Power, 
which  might  make  a  quarrel  with  us  for  the  sske  of  set- 
tling a  colony;  but,  above  all,  to  Great  Britain.  She, 
by  her  naval  power,  and  by  her  American  colonies, 
holds  the  keys  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  What  would  be 
the  condition  of  your  frontier  from  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  that  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  in  the  event  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  ?  Sir,  the  reasons  of  Mr.  Monroe 
for  accepting  the  Sabine  aa  the  boundary  were  three. 
First,  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  strength  of  our  cUim 
as  far  as  the  Rio  Bravo;  secondly,  he  thought  it  would 
make  our  Un'on  so  heaty  that  it  would  break  into  frag- 
ments by  its  own  weight;  thirdly,  he  thought  it  would 
protrude  a  long  line  of  sea  coast,  which,  in  our  first  war 
with  Great  Britain,  she  might  take  into  her  own  posses- 
sion, and  which  we  should  be  able  neither  to  defend  nor 
to  recover.  At  that  time  there  was  no  question  of 
slavery  or  of  abolition  involved  in  the  controversy.  The 
country  belonged  to  Spsin;  it  was  a  wilderness,  and 
alavery  was  the  established  law  of  the  land.  There  was 
then  no  project  for  carving  out  nine  alave  States,  to  hold 
eighteen  seats  in  the  other  wing  of  this  Capitol,  in  the 
triangle  between  the  mouths  and  the  sources  of  the  Mit- 
isssippi  and  Bravo  rivers.  But  what  was  our  claim?  Why, 
•|t  was  that  La  Salle,  having  discovered  the  mouth  of  the 
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Ifissiwippi,  and  France  haTins^  made  a  settlement  at  New 
Orleans*  France  had  a  right  to-  one  half  the  seacoast 
from  the  moath  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  next  Spanish 
settlement,  which  was  Vera  Cruz.  The  mouth  of  the 
Rio  BraTo  was  about  half  way  from  the  Balize  to  Vera 
Cniz)  and  so  as  grantees^  from  France,  of  Louisiana,  we 
claimed  to  the  Rio  del  Norte,  though  the  Spanish  set- 
tlement of  Sante  Fe  was  at  the  head  of  that  river. 
France,  from  whom  we  had  received  Louisiana,  utterly 
disclaimed  ever  having  even  raised  such  a  pretension. 
Still  we  made  the  best  of  the  claim  that  we  could,  and 
finally  yielded  it  for  the  Floridas,  and  for  the  line  of  the 
42d  degree  of  latitude  from  the  source  of  the  Arkansas 
river  to  the  South  sea.  Such  was  our  claim;  and  you 
may  judge  how  much  confidence  Mr.  Monroe  could  have 
in  its  validity.  The  great  object  and  desire  of  the  coun- 
try then  was  to  obtain  the  Floridas.  It  was  General 
Jackson's  desire;  and  in  that  conference  with  me  to 
which  I  have  heretofore  alluded,  and  which  it  is  said  he 
does  not  recollect,  he  said  to  me  that  so  long  as  the  Flor- 
ida rivers  were  not  in  our  possession,  there  could  be  no 
safety  for  our  whole  Southern  country. 

But,  sir,  suppose  you  should  annex  Texas  to  these 
United  States;  another  year  would  not  pass  before  you 
would  have  to  engage  in  a  war  for  the  conquest  of  the 
island  of  Cuba.  What  is  now  the  condition  of  that  is- 
land >  Still  under  the  nominal  protection  of  Spain.  And 
what  is  the  condition  of  Spain  herself?  Consuming  her 
own  vitals  in  a  civil  war  for  the  succession  to  the  crown. 
Bo  you  expect  that,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  that 
war,  she  can  retain  even  the  nominal  possession  of  Cuba' 
After  having  lost  all  her  continental  colonies  in  North 
and  South  America,  Cuba  will  stand  in  need  of  more  ef- 
ficient protection;  and  above  all,  the  protection  of  a  na- 
val Power.  Suppose  that  nsval  Power  should  be  Great 
Britain.  There  is  Cuba  at  your  very  door;  and  if  you 
spread  yourself  along  a  naked  coast,  from  the  Sabine  to 
the  Rio  Bravo,  what  will  be  your  relative  position  to- 
wards Great  Britain,  with  not  only  Jamaica,  but  Cuba, 
and  Porto  Rico,  in  her  hands,  and  abolition  for  the  motto 
to  her  union  cross  of  St.  Geoi^e  and  St.  Andrew?  Mr. 
Chairman,  do  you  think  I  am  treading  upon  fantastic 
grounds?  Let  me  tell  you  a  piece  of  history,  not  far  re- 
mote. Sir,  many  years  have  not  passed  away  since  an 
internal  revolution  in  Spain  subjected  that  country  and 
her  King  for  a  short  time  to  the  momentary  government 
of  the  Cortes.  That  revolution  was  followed  by  another, 
by  which,  under  the  auspices  of  a  French  army  with 
the  Duke  d'AngouIeme  at  their  head,  Ferdinand  VII 
was  restored  to  a  despotic  throne;  Cuba  had  followed 
the  fortunes  of  the  Cortes  when  they  were  crowned  with 
victory;  sod  when  the  counter  revolution  came,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  island,  uncertain  what  was  to  be  their 
destination,  were  for  some  time  in  great  perplexity  what 
to  do  tor  themselves.  Two  considerable  parties  arose 
in  the  island,  one  of  which  was  for  placing  it  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain,  and  another  was  for  annex- 
ing it  to  the  confederation  of  these  United  SUtes.  By 
one  of  these  parties  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  over- 
tores  were  made  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 
By  the  other  I  know  that  overtures  were  made  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  And  V  further  know 
that  secret  though  irresponsible  assurances  were  com- 
municated to  the  then^  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
coming^  from  the  French  Government,  that  they  were 
secretly  informed  that  the  British  Government  had  de- 
termined to  take  possession  of  Cuba.  Whether  similsr 
overtures  were  made  to  France  herself,  I  do  not  under- 
take to  say;  but  that  Mr.  George  Canning,  then  the  Brit- 
ish Secretory  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  was  under  no 
inconsiderable  alarm,  lest,  under  the  pupilage  of  the 
I^ke  d'Angouleme,  Ferdinand  VII  might  commit  to 
tlie  commander  of  a  French  naval  squadron  the  custo- 


dy of  the  Moro  Castle,  is  a  circumsUnce  also  well  known 
to  me.  It  happened  that  just  about  that  time  a  French 
squadron  of  considerable  force  was  fitted  out  and  re- 
ceived sailing  orders  for  the  West  Indies,  without  for« 
mal  communication  of  the  fact  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment; and  that,  as  soon  as  it  was  made  known  to  him,  he 
gave  orders  to  the  British  ambassador  at  Paris  to  de- 
mand, in  the  most  peremptory  tone,  what  was  the  desti- 
nation of  that  squadron,  and  a  special  and  positive  dis- 
claimer that  it  was  intended  even  to  visit  the  Havana; 
and  this  was  made  the  occasion  of  mutusl  explanations, 
by  which  Great  Britain,  France,  and  the  United  Stotes, 
not  by  the  formal  solemnity  of  a  treaty,  but  by  the  im. 
plied  engagements  of  mutual  assurances  of  intention, 
gave  pMges  of  honor  to  each  other,  that  neither  of 
them  should  in  the  then  condition  of  the  island  take  it, 
or  the  Moro  Castle,  as  its  citadel,  from  the  possession  of 
Spain.  This  engagement  was  on  all  sides  faithfully  per- 
formed; but,  without  it,  who  doubts  that  from  that  day 
to  this  either  of  the  three  Powers  Bright  have  token  the 
island  and  held  it  in  undisputed  possession? 

At  this  time  circumstances  have  changed— popular 
revolutions  both  in  France  and  Great  Britain  have  per- 
haps curbed  the  spirit  of  conquest  in  Great  Britain,  and 
Prance  may  have  enough  to  do  to  govern  her  kingdom 
of  Algiers.  But  Spain  is  sgain  convulsed  with  a  civil 
war  for  the  succession  to  her  ^wn;  she  has  irretrieva- 
bly lost  all  ber  colonies  on  botn  continents  of  America. 
It  is  impossible  that  she  should  hold  much  longer  a 
shadow  of  dominion  over  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  PoKo 
Rico;  nor  can  those  islands,  in  their  present  condition, 
form  independent  nations,  capable  of  protecting  them- 
selves. They  must  for  ages  remain  at  the  mercy  of 
Great  Britain  or  of  these  United  States,  or  of  both;  Great 
Britain  is  even  now  about  to  interfere  in  this  wsr  for  the 
Spanish  succession.  If  by  the  utter  imbecility  of  the 
Mexican  confederacy  this  revolt  of  Texas'  should  lead 
immediately  to  its  separation  from  that  republic,  and  its 
annexation  to  the  United  Stotes,  I  believe  it  impossible 
that  Great  should  look  on  while  this  operation  is  per- 
forming with  indifference.  She  will  see  that  it  must 
shake  her  own  whole  colonial  power  on  this  continent, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  Caribbean  seas,  like 
an  earthquake;  she  will  see,  too,  that  it  endangers  ber 
own  sbolition  of  slsvery  in  her  own  colonies.  A  war  for 
the  restoration  of  slavery  where  it  has  been  abolished,  if 
successful  in  Texas,  must  extend  over  sll  Mexico;  snd 
the  example  will  threaten  her  with  imminent  danger  of 
a  war  of  colors  in  her  own  islands.  She  will  tnke  pos- 
session of  Cuba  and  of  Porto  Rico,  by  cession  from  Spain 
or  by  the  batteries  from  her  wooden  walls;  and  if  you 
ask  her  by  what  authority  she  has  done  it,  she  will  ask 
you,  in  return,  by  whst  suthority  you  hav^  extended 
your  seacoasi  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Rio  Bravo.  She 
will  ask  you  a  question  more  perplexing,  namely^-by 
what  authority  you,  with  freedom,  independence,  and 
democracy,  upon  your  lips,  are  waging  a  war  of  exter- 
mination to  forge  new  manacles  and  fetters,  instead  of 
those  which  are  falling  from  the  hands  and  feet  of  man. 
She  will  carry  emancipation  and  abolition  with  her  in 
every  fold  of  her  flsg;  uhile  your  stars,  ss  they  increase 
in  numbers,  will  be  overcast  with  the  murky  vspors  of 
oppression,  and  the  only  portion  of  your  banners  visible 
to  the  eye  will  be  the  blood-stained  stripes  of  the  task- 
master. 

Mr.  Chairman,  are  you. ready  for  all  these  wars?  A 
Mexican  war?  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  if  not  with 
France?  a  general  Indian  war?  a  servile  war'  and,  as  an 
inevitable  consequence  of  them  all,  a  civil  war?  For  it 
must  ultimately  terminate  in  a  war  of  colors  as  well  as  of 
races.  And  do  you  imsgine  that  while  with  your  eyes 
open  you  are  wilfully  kindling,  and  then  closing  your 
eyes  and  blindly  rushing  into  them;  do  you  imagine  that 
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while,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  your  own  Southern 
and  Southwestern  States  must  be  the  Flanders  of  these  | 
complicated  wars,  the  battle-field  upon  which  the  last 
great  conflict  must  be  fought  between  slarery  and  eman- 
cipation! do  you  imagfine  that  your  Congress  will  haye 
no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  with  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  any  way  in  the  States  of  this  confede- 
racy? Sir,  they  must  and  will  interfere  with  it— perhaps 
to  sustain  it  by  war;  perhaps  to  abolish  it  by  treaties  of 
peace)  and  they  will  not  only  possess  the  constitutional 
power  so  to  interfere,  but  they  will  be  bound  in  duty  to 
do  it  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitution  itself. 
From  the  instant  that  your  alaveholding  States  become 
the  theatre  of  war,  civil,  servile,  or  foreign,  from  that 
instant  the  war  powers  of  Conyress  extend  to  interfer- 
ence with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  every  way  by 
which  it  can  be  interfered  with,  from  a  claim  of  indem- 
nity fur  sUves  taken  or  destroyed,  to  the  cession  of  the 
State  burdened  with  slavery  to  a  foreign  Power. 

Sir,  it  is  by  virtue  of  this  same  war  power,  as  now 
brought  into  exercise  by  this  Indian  war  in  Florida,  Ala- 
bams,  and  Georgia,  that  I  vole  for  the  resolution  before 
the  committee.  By  virtue  of  this,  I  have  already  voted 
in  the  course  of  this  session  to  increase  your  standing 
army  by  a  second  regiment  of  drsgoons,  to  authorize 
your  President  to  accept  the  services  of  ten  thousand 
volunteers,  and  to  sppro|Hiate  millions  of  the  public 
money  to  suppress  these  Indian  hostilities—all  for  the 
common  defence,  all  for  the  general  welfore.  And  if, 
on  this  occasion,  I  have  been  compelled  to  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  to  assign  my  reasons  for  voting 
ag^inat  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  slavery  com- 
mittee, it  is  because  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  anajority 
of  the  House  this  morning  to  refuse  me  the  permission 
to  assign  my  reasons  for  my  vote,  when  the  question  was 
put  upon  those  resolutions  themselves. 

Sir,  it  is  a  melancholy  contemplation  to  me,  and 
'  raices  fearful  forebodings  in  my  mind  when  I  consider 
tlie  manner  in  which  that  report  and  those  resolutions 
have  been  disposed  of  by  the  House.  I  have  twice  asked 
permission  of  this  House  to  offer  two  resolutions  calling 
for  information  from  the  President  upon  subjects  of  in- 
finite importance  to  this  question  of  slavery,  to  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico,  and  to  the  peace  of  the  country. 
When  [  last  made  the  attempt,  a  majority  of  the  House 
voted  by  yeas  and  nays  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
me  to  offer  one  of  the  two  resolutions — ^but  the  msjority 
not  amounting  to  two  thirds,  my  resolution  hss  not  yet 
obtained  from  the  House  the  favor  of  being  considered. 
Had  it  been  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  indulge  the 
call,  or  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of  assigning  my  rea- 
sons for  my  vote  on  the  resolution  this  morning,  the  re- 
msrks  that  I  have  now  made  might  have  been  deemed 
more  appropriate  to  those  topics  of  discussion,  than  to 
the  question  more  immediately  now  before  the  commit- 
tee. They  are  reflections,  however,  which  I  deem  it 
not  less  indispensable  to  make  than  they  are  painful  to 
be  made — extorted  from  me  by  a  condition  of  public  af- 
fairs unexampled  in  the  hiatory  of  this  country.  Here- 
tofore, calls  upon  the  executive  department  for  informa- 
tion, such  as  that  which  I  have  proposed  to  make,  were 
considered  as  among  the  rights  of  the  membersiof  this 
House,  which  it  was  scarcely  deemed  decent  to  resist^ 
A  previous  question,  smothering  all  discussion  upon  res- 
olutions reported  by  a  committee,  affecting  the  vital 
principles  of  the  constitution,  mOved  by  one  of  the  mem- 
bers who  reported  the  resolutions,  and  sustained  by  the 
members  of  that  committee  itself,  is  an  occurrence 
which  never  before  happened  in  the  annals  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. The  adoption  of  those  resolutions  of  the  House 
had  not  even  been  moved.  Upon  the  mere  question 
whether  an  extra  number  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
should  be  printed,  a  member  moves  the  rtcommiiment 


of  the  report,  with  instructions  to  report  a  new  resolu- 
tion. On  this  motion  the  previous  question  is  moved, 
and  the  Speaker  declares  that  the  main  question  is  not 
on  the  motion  to  recommit,  not  on  the  motion  to  print 
an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  report,  bat  upon  the 
adoption  of  three  resolutions,  reported,  but  never  even 
moved  in  the  House.  If  this  is  to  be  the  sample  of  our  fu- 
ture legislation,  it  is  time  to  awake  from  the  deluaion  that 
freedom  of  speech  is  among  the  rights  of  the  members 
of  the  minority  of  this  House. 

To  return,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  resolution  before  the 
committee.  I  shall  vote  for  this  application  of  moneys, 
levied  by  taxation  upon  my  constituents,  to  feed  the  suf- 
fering and  starving  fugitives  from  Indian  desperation  and 
revenge.  How  deeply  searching  in  the  coffers  of  your 
Treasury  this  operation  will  ultimately  be,  no  man  can 
at  this  time  foretell.  The  expenditure  authorized  by 
this  resolution  may  be  not  in  itself  very  considerable i  . 
but  in  its  progress  it  hss  already  stretched  from  Alabama 
to  Georgia— how  much  further  it  may  extend,  will  be 
seen  hereafter.  I  turn  my  eyes  away  from  the  prospect 
of  it  now{  but  am  prepared  to  meet  the  emergency,  if  it 
should  come,  with  all  the  resources  of  the  Treasury. 

But,  sir,  I  shall  not  vote  for  this  relief  to  the  suffering 
inhabitants  of  Alabama,  and  of  Georgia,  upon  the  ground 
on  which  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Liwis,] 
and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thoxpsoh  J 
have  been  diaposed  to  place  it.  Little  reason  have  the 
inhabitants  of  Georgia  and  of  Alabama  to  complain  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  remiss  or 
neglectful  in  protecting  them  from  Indian  hostilities:  the 
fact  is  directly  the  reverse.  The  people  of  Alabama 
and  Georgia  are  now  suffering  the  recoil  of  their  own  un- 
lawful weapons.  Georgis,  sir,  Georgia,  by  trampling 
upon  the  faith  of  our  national  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  by  subjecting  them  to  her  State  laws,  first  set 
the  example  of  that  policy  which  is  now  in  the  process 
of  consummation  by  this  Indian  war.  In  setting  this  ex- 
ample, she  bade  defiance  to  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  nation;  she  nullified  your  lawsi  she  set  at 
naught  your  executive  and  judicial  guardians  of  the  com- 
mon constitution  of  the  land.  To  what  extent  she  car- 
ried this  policy  the  dungeons  of  her  prisons  and  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  United  States 
can  tell.  To  those  prisons  she  committed  inoffensive, 
innocent,  pious  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  truth,  for 
carrying  the  light,  tlie  comforts,  and  the  consolations  of 
that  gospel  to  the  hearts  and  minds  of  these  unhappy 
Indians.  A  solemn  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  pronounced  that  act  a  violation  of  your 
treaties  and  of  your  laws.  Georgia  defied  that  decision  i 
your  executive  Government  never  carried  it  into  execu- 
tion; the  imprisoned  missionaries  of  the  gospel  were 
compelled  to  purchase  their  jansom  from  perpetual  cap- 
tivity by  sacrificing  their  rights  as  freemen  to  the  meek- 
ness of  their  principles  as  Christians;  and  you  have  sanc- 
tioned all  these  outrages  upon  justice,  law,  and  humani- 
ty, by  succumbing  to  the  power  and  the  policy  of  Geor- 
gia; by  accommodating  your  legislation  to  her  arbitrary 
will;  by  tearing  to  tatters  your  old  treaties  with  the  In- 
dians, and  by  constraining  them,  ixnAtr  peine  farU  tt  dure^ 
to  the  mockery  of  signing  othet  treaties  with  you,  which, 
at  the  first  moment  when  it  shall  suit  your  purpose,  you 
will  again  tear  to  tatters  and  scatter  to  tlie  four  winds  of 
heaven,  till  the  Indian  race  shall  be  extinct  upon  this 
continent,  and  it  shall  become  a  problem  beyond  the  so- 
lution of  antiquaries  and  historical  societies  what  the  red 
roan  of  the  forest  was. 

This,  sir,  is  the  remote  and  primitive  cause  of  the  pres- 
ent Indian  war;  your  own  injustice,  sanctioning  and  sus- 
taining that  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  This  system  of 
policy  was  first  introduced  by  the  present  administration 
of  your  National  Government.    It  is  directly  the  rererse 
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of  that  By  stem  which  had  been  pursued  by  all  the  prece- 
ding adin'inistrations  of  this  Government  under  the  present 
constitution.  That  system  consisted  in  the  most  anxious 
and  persevering  efforts  to  civilize  the  Indians)  to  attach 
them  to  the  soil  upon  which  they  lived;  to  enlighten  their 
minds;  to  soften  and  humanize  their  beartsi  to  fix  in  per- 
manency their  habitations;  and  to  turn  them  from  the 
wandering  and  precarious  pursuits  of  the  hunter,  to  the 
tillage  of  the  ground,  to  the  cultivation  of  corn  and  cot- 
ton, to  the  comforts  of  the  fire-side,  to  the  delights  of 
borne.  This  was  the  system  of  Washington  and  of  Jef- 
ferson, steadily  pursued  by  all  their  successors,  and  to 
which  all  your  treaties  and  all  your  laws  of  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  were  accommodated.  The  whole 
system  is  now  broken  up;  and  instead  of  it  you  have' adopt- 
ed that  of  expelling  by  force  or  by  compact  all  the  In- 
dian tribes  from  their  own  territories  and  dwellings  to  a 
region  beyond  the  Mississippi,  beyond  the  Missouri,  be- 
yond the  Arkansas,  bordering  upon  Mexico;  and  there 
you  have  deluded  them  with  the  hope  that  they  will  find 
a  permanent  abode — a  final  resting-place  from  your  nev* 
er-ending  rapacity  and  persecution.  There  you  have 
underUken  to  lead  the  willing  and  to  drive  the  reluctant, 
by  fi-aud  or  by  force,  by  treaty  or  by  the  sword  and  the 
rifle,  all  the  remnants  of  the  Seminoles,  of  the  Creeks, 
of  the  Gherokees,  of  the  Choctaws,  and  of  how  many 
other  tribes  I  cannot  now  stop  to  enumerate.  In  the 
process  of  this  violent  and  heartless  operation  you  have 
met  with  all  the  resistance  which  men  in  so  helpless  a 
condition  as  that  of  the  Indian  tribes  could  make.  Of 
the  immediate  causes  of  the  war  we  are  not  yet  fully  in- 
formed; but  I  fear  you  will  find  them,  like  the  remoter 
causes,  all  attributable  to  yourselves.  It  is  in  the  last  ago- 
nies of  a  people,  forcibly  lorn  and  driven  from  the  soil 
which  they  had  inherited  from  their  fathers,  and  which 
your  own  example,  and  exhortations,  and  instructions, 
and  treaties,  had  riveted  more  closely  to  their  hearts; 
it  ii  in  the  hist  convulsive  struj^gles  of  their  despair  that 
this  war  has  originated;  and  if  it  brings  with  it  some  por- 
tion of  the  retributive  justice  of  Heaven  upon  our  own 
people,  it  is  our  melancholy  duty  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  the 
public  resources  of  the  national  Treasury  will  permit,  the 
distresses  of  the  innocent  of  our  own  kindred  and  blood, 
suffering  under  the  necessary  consequences  of  our  own 
wrong.     I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HAYNES,  of  Georgia,  said,  however  fashionable 
it  might  be  in  this  House  to  discuss  every  thing  but  the 
subject  under  consideration,  be  would  not  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adams.]  But,  should  a  proper  occasion  occur,  he 
pledged  himself  to  meet  and  overthrow  the  allegations 
which  that  honorable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
prefer  against  the  State  of  Georgia;  and  should  it  be- 
come proper  for  him  to  do  so,  he  would  take  occasion 
to  blend  with  that  subject  the  inquiry,  b;^  what  constitu- 
tional authority  a  President  of  the  United  States  can 
arrest  the  operation  of  a  supreme  law  of  the  land?  As 
it  respected  the  amendment  before  the  committee,  he 
did  not  think  it  was  embarrassed  h^  any  constitutional 
difficulty  whatever.  The  provision  asked  for  the  un- 
fortunate fugitives  from  the  Indian  tomahawk  and  scalp- 
ing-knife,  who  might  be  unable  to  provide  for  them- 
selves and  their  families,  stood,  in  his  opinion,'  upon  the 
obligation  of  protection  due  by  this  Government  to  its 
citizen^  and  not  upon  the  exercise  of  the  naked  power 
of  makmg  war  upon  ah  Indian  tribe  In  hostility  sgainst 
us.  Anxious  as  he  was  to  economize  the  time  of  the 
committee,  he  would  content  himself  with  the  expres- 
sion of  the  hope  that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 
Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  reso- 
lution. With  this  amendment,  he  said  he  could  alpne 
Tote  for  the  resolution:  «the  Government  having  failed 
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to  extend  that  protection  to  those  sufferers  which  it  was 
its  bounden  duty  to  have  done." 

The  resolution  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  WISE 
and  MILLER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOYD,  the  committee  then  rose  and 
reported. 

The  SPEAKER  having  resumed  the  chair, 

Mr.  LANB  then  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharjjred  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  resolution;  which  was  agreed  to. 

All  amendments  being  cut  off  by  the  discharge  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  resolution, 

Mr.  MILLER  renewed  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Towns  in  committee;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
«<  who  are  unable  to  provide  for  themselves." 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded:  Yeas  88,  nays  34. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put,  and 
the  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  Having  been  engrossed,  it  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

THUB8S1.T,  Mat  S6« 
ABOLITION  REPORT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
BIr.  PiKCKiraT,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  abolition. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  present  condition  of  the 
subject  before  the  House.  The  select  committee  bad 
made  a  report  concluding  with  three  resolutions.  The 
previous  question  had  been  demanded,  and  was  ordered 
to  be  put  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  The  main  question 
was  on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their  resolu- 
tions. Before  the  question  was  put,  a  division  was  called, 
and  the  vote  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  agreeing  to  the 
first  resolution.  Pending  the  csll  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
ou  this  vote,  several  members  declined  voting,  and  asked 
to  be  excused;  other  members  declined  to  vote,  but  did 
not  ask  to  be  excused.  After  the  list  of  members  was 
called  through,  and  before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  an- 
nounced, some  other  points  were  raised  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  excusing  a  member;  and  at  this  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  yesterday,  the  House  passed  to  the  special 
order  of  the  day. 

He  stated  that  in  18S2  a  case  had  occurred  where  a 
member  declined  voting,  and  asked  to  be  excused,  and 
the  decision  of  the  question  before  the  House  was  an- 
nounced without  his  vote,  though  the  House  bad  refused 
to  excuse  him,  leaving  the  incidental  question  connected 
with  his  refusal  to  vote  for  the  after  consideration  of  the 
House.  Were  a  different  course  to  be  pursued,  it  would 
lead  to  much  embarrassment,  as  upon  the  question  to 
excuse  one  member  from  voting,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays^ 
another  might  decline  voting  on  that  question,  and  ask 
to  be  excused;  and  this  course  might  be  pursued  still 
furtheis  so  as  to  prevent  any  decision  upon  the  original 
question  before  the  House.  And  ss  the  result  in  this  case 
could  not  be  affected  by  the  votes  of  those  who  had  de- 
clined voting,  whether  given  to  the  one  side  or  the  other, 
the  Chair  was  of  opinion  that  the  vote  of  yesterday 
should  not  be  suspended,  but  the  decision  upon  the  res- 
olution of  the  committee  should  be  announced,  leaving 
the  incidental  questions  which  had  arisen  to  be  subse* 
quently  settled;  whenever  it  should  suit  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  to  take  them  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  appealed  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  case  cited  by  the  Chair  was  one 
inwiich  he  wss  personally  concerned.  On  that  occasicn 
be  had  asked  to  be  excused  fcom  voting,  and  had  stated 
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his  reasons  in  writing,  which  were  entered  on  the 
Journal.  This  was  precisely  what  he  required  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Glascock.]  He  thought 
the  case  cited  not  in  point. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  desired  to  say  a  word  or 
two  on  the  subject  of  bis  appeal. 

The  CHAIR  said  that,  under  the  rule,  this  appeal  could 
■ot  be  debated. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  appeal;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LEWIS  did  not  vote  yesterday.  If  he  had  been 
in  his  seat,  he  should  not  have  voted.  He  made  this 
statement,  in  order  that  he  might  take  his  part  of  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced  on  the  appeal,  Mr. 
ROBERTSON  said  he  bad  not  voted,  because  he  might, 
perhaps,  be  personally  concerned  in  the  result. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  then  sustained:  Yeas 
137,  nays  47,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Burns,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell, 
Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  French^  Fry,  Philo  C  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Rice  Garland,  Gillet,  Giascook,  Grantland, 
Grayson,  GriiBn,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Samuel  S. 
Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Uawes,  Haynes,  Hender- 
son, Hiester,  Holsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Jud- 
son,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  William 
Mason.  Moses  Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris  Muhlen- 
berg, Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Pettigrew,  Piielps,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler,  Speight, 
Store r,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  White— 137. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond, 
Bunch,  G.  Chambers^  Clark,  Everett,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hazeltine, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  Janes,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  L.  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  S.  l^lason,  McKennan,  Patton, 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Phillips, Pickens,  Rencher,  Russell,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Slade,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Wil- 
liams.  Wise — 47. 

In  answer  to  inquiries,  as  to  what  would  become  of 
the  votes  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused, if  they  should  hereafter  be  required  to  vote,  the 
CHAIR  said  that  the  failure  of  gentlemen  to  vote  cuuld 
not  arrest  the  decision  of  the  House. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  declared  to  have  been 
adopted:  Yeas  182,  nays  9. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  as  follows: 
•*  Eeaohed,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

The  House  proceeded  to  vote  by  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called,  he  asked 
to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman's  name  would  be  pass- 
ed for  the  present. 

Mr.  GRANGER,  also,  when  his  name  was  called,  rose, 
and  commenced  reading  from  a  manuscript  to  this 
effect: 


**l  decline  voting  on  the  second  resolution  reported 
by  Mr.  Piitckkxt,  from  the  select  committee" — Mr.  G. 
was  here  called  to  order  by  various  members. 

Mr.  G.  continued.  <*  I  do  not  ask  to  be  excused,  be- 
cause"— Mr.  G.  was  again  loudly  called  to  order  in 
every  part  of  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman 
to  make  an  argument  pending  the  vote  by  yeas  and 
niys. 

Mr.  GRANGER  then  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  WISE  declined  voting,  for  reasons  which  he  sent 
to  the  Chair,  but  which  were  not  read. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  COFFEE  asked  the  permission  of  House  to 
record  his  vote.  He  had  risen  from  a  sick  bed,  con- 
trary to  the  advice  of  his  friends  and  physician,  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  on  these  resolutions.  He  had  been 
in  an  adjoining  room,  and  the  officers  of  the  House  had 
neglected  to  comply  with  his  request  to  be  notified 
when  the  vote  was  taken.  It  was  under  these  peculiar 
circumstances  that  he  had  made  the  request. 

Mr,  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  objected. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  declared  to  be  adopt- 
ed: Yeas  133,  nays  45,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  Chanev,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Deberiy,  Dickerson,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  W. 
K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gillet,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A. 
G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson, 
J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson  H.  Johnson,  J. 
W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Abijali  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlen- 
berg,  Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill, Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liams~132. 

NATS^Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  BaiUy,  Bond,  Borden, 
BriggB,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  George  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Gushing,  Denny,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hunt,  Ingeraoll, 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  B.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Law- 
rence, Joshua  Lee,  Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty, 
McKennan,  Morris,  Parker,  Phillip.s  Potts,  Reed, 
Russell,  Slade,  Sprsgue,  Vinton,  Whittlesey — 45. 

The  preamble  and  third  resolution  were  then  read,  as 
follows: 

**  And  whereas  it  is  extremely  important  and  desirable 
that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  should  be  finally  arrest- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tranquillity  to  the  pub- 
lic mind,  your  committee  respectfully  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  additional  resolution,  viz: 

**  Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  either  printed  or 
referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  further  ac- 
tion whatever  shall  be  had  thereon.'^ 
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Mr.  PHILLIPS  rose  to  mOte  a  point  of  order,  and 
was  proceeding:  to  state  the  tame,  when 

Mr.  HAWES  called  him  to  order,  on  the  ground  that 
be  was  makiai;  an  argument. 

The  GHAIR  requested  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  reduce  bis  point  of  order  to  writing. 

The  hour  of  eleven  hsFing  arrived,  the  Chair  annoonc* 
ed  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mt.'  PATTQN  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  for  the 
purpose  of  disposing  of  the  subject  before  the  House; 
which  was  agreed  to:  Teas  136,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  following 
point  of  order: 

"Can  a  committee,  specially  instructed  to  report  two 
resolutions,  the  form  of  which  was  given  by  the  House, 
report  another  resolution  changing  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House  in  regard  to  the  management  of  its  busi- 
neis,  and  depriving  citizens  of  the  privilege  of  obtaining 
the  usual  consideration  of  petitions  on  subjects  other 
than  those  referred  to  the  committee  ?'' 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  it  was  not  within  the  com. 
petency  of  the  Speaker  to  draw  withm  the  vortex  of 
order  the  question  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Questions  relating  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
committees  of  the  House,  or  whether  they  had  or  had 
not  exceeded  that  jurisdiction,  or  transcended  the  au- 
thority conferred  upon  them  by  the  House,  were  for 
the  House,  and  not  the  Speaker,  to  determine.  If  gentle- 
men were  of  opinion  that  committees  in  their  reports  had 
exceeded  the  authority  given  them  by  the  House,  there 
were  other  modes  of  correcting  what  they  had  done;  as, 
for  example,  the  report  may  be  recommitted,  with  in- 
structionst  or  the  House  on  that,  as  well  as  other  grounds,. 
may  refuse  to  concur  in  their  report, 
-  The  point  now  raised  could  not  therefore  be  consider- 
ma  a  point  of  order  to  be  decided  by  the  Chair.  It  was 
in  some  respects  analogous  to  the  case  of  inconsistent 
Amendments  proposed,  in  which  case  it  was  well  settled, 
that  "  if  an  amendment  be  proposed,  inconsistent  with 
one  already  agreed  to,  it  is  a  fit  ground  for  its  rejection 
by  the  House;  but  not  within  the  competence  of  the 
Speaker  to  suppress^  as  if  it  were  against  order.  For 
were  he  permitted  to  draw  questions  of  consistence 
within  the  vortex  of  order,  he  might  usurp  a  negative 
on  important  modifications,  and  suppress,  instead  of 
subserving',  the  legislative  will.'* 

So  in  this  case,  if  the  House  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
committee  were  not  clothed  with  autliortty,  by  the  order 
of  the  House  under  which  they  were  appointed,  to  re- 
port this  resolution,  **  it  may  be  a  fit  ground  for  its  re- 
jection by  the  House,  but  not  within  the  competence  of 
the  Speaker  to  suppres?,  as  if  it  were  against  order." 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  and 
third  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
negatived:  Teas  69,  nays  118. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
amble and  third  resolution,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  call 
the  roll. 

l¥benthe  name  of  Mr.  Adajts  was  called,  that  gentle- 
man rose  and  said:  I  hold  the  resolution  to  be  a  direct 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
rules  of  this  House,  and  the  rights  of  my  constituents. 
Mr.  A.  resumed  his  seat  amid  loud  cries  of  «  order," 
from  all  parts  of  the  hall. 

The  third  resolution  was  then  agreed  to:  Yeas  117, 
nays  68,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Bean, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Ciisey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Contior, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Double- 


day,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Parian,  French, 
Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Oalbraith,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Graven 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison* 
Hawes,  Haynes,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson, 
H.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard 
Klingensmith,  Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Mont- 
gome^,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Franklin  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roand,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shep* 
perd.  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Speight, 
Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,.  Underwood,.  Yanderpoel, 
Wagener,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams— 
117. 

Nats— Messrs.  II.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bond, 
Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  G. 
Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Denny,  Everett,  P.  C  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Glascock, 
Granger,  Grennell,  Haley,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harper,  Ha- 
zeltine,  Henclenon,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Howell, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  John  W.  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan, 
Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Russell,  Schenck, 
Shinn,  Slade,*  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer,  John  Thomson, 
Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  E.  Whittlesey— 68. 


•  7b  tht  Editor i  of  the  Ihielligtneer: 

Gehtlekbv:  Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  nega- 
tive vote  recently  given  by  me  on  the  resolution  decla- 
ring **  that  Congress  possess  no  constitutional  authority 
to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  any  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy,"  may  be  under- 
stood as  implying  that  I  hold  the  opinion  that  Congress 
may  abolish  slaver}*  in  the  States,  1  deem  it  proper  to 
say  that  I  entertain  no  such  opinion.  My  vote  was  given 
on  other  grounds.  The  resolution  declared,  not  merely 
that  Congress  has  <*  no  constitutional  authority"  to  abol- 
ish slavery  in  the  States,  but  that  it  has  «  no  authority 
to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  the  institution  of  slavery** 
within  their  jurisdiction.  I  was  not  prepared  to  vote  in 
favor  of  such  a  proposition,  because  I  was  not  prepared 
to  say  that  Congress  might  not  abolish  the  slave  trade 
between  the  States.  This  is  an  **  interference  with  the 
inatitution  of  slavery  in  the  States,"  which,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  is  within  the  constitutional  competency  of  Con- 
gress. The  reasons  for  this  opinion  I  should  have  given, 
if  I  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  extraordinary  and 
oppressive  application  of  the  *<  previous  question," 
which  left  me  no  alternative  which  I  was  willing  to  adopt, 
but  that  of  giving  a  silent  vote  in  the  negative.  The 
peculiar  liability  of  that  vote  to-  misconstruction  induces 
me  to  make  this  explanation. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  I  voted  against  the  next 
resolution,  which  declares  *<that  Congress  ought  not  to 
Interfere,  in  any  way,  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lembia,"  not  only  because  it  denies  the  right  of  Congress 
to  abolish  slavery  here,  but  for  the  additional  reason, 
that  it  also  manifestly  denies,  and  was,  no  doubt,  in- 
tended to  deny,  the  power  of  Congress  to  abolish  the 
slave  trade  in  this  District — a  trade  carried  on  in  sight 
of  the  Capitol,  where  this  resolution  was  adopted,  to  as 
g^eat  an  extent,  probably,  as  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
United  States. 


Respectfully,  yours, 


JuvB  6,  1836. 


WILLIAM  SLADE. 
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Post  Office  Departfnent. 


[Mat  26,  1836. 


Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  special  or- 
ders of  the  day. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  there  were  incidenUl  ques- 
tions which  had  arisen  in  the  progress  of  the  subject 
upon  which  the  House  had  just  been  acting.  Seyeral 
gentlemen  had  declined  voting,  and  it  was  for  the  House 
to  make  such  disposition  of  these  questions  as  it  might 
deem  proper.  The  Chair  had  also  received  two  com- 
munications from  members,  assigning  their  reasons  for 
not  voting  on  a  portion  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  desired  to  have  the  reasons  which 
bad  induced  him  to  move  to  be  excused  from  voting 
entered  upon  the  Journal.  He  was  proceeding  to  ad- 
dress the  Houses  ishen  he  was  called  to  order. 

Numerous  suggestions  and  points  of  order  were  made 
by  several  members,  when 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  special  or- 
ders  pf  the  day. 

The  CHAIR  entertained  the  motion,  when 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  appealed  from  this  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  appeal 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays{ 
which  were  not  ordered,  and  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the 
table  without  a  count. 

The  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day  was 
then  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  BEPARTMENT. 

In  execution  of  the  special  order  adopted  some  days 
atnce,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
*'  bill  to  change  the  organization  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, and  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  thereof." 

The  bill  hid  been  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  with  sundry  amendments,  and  the  question  was 
on  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their  proposed 
amendments. 

Various  amendments  were  then  read  and  concurred  in . 

The  clause,  as  amended,  defined  the  duties  of  the  Au- 
ditor of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  particularly  that 
Krt  of  it  requiring  him  to  perform  such  duties  as  might 
assigned  him  by  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  or  either  of  them.  In  the  origi- 
nal bill  he  was  made  responsible  to  the  former  officer 
onlyt  it  was  excepted  to,  and  the  amendment  was  oppo- 
sed by  Mr.  McKAY,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  HAR- 
PER and  EYERETT,  when  it  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  non-concur  in  the 
following  amendment  to  the  twenty-third  clause:  «  And 
the  contracts,  in  all  cases,  shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest 
bidder." 

Mr.  J.  briefly  explained  what  he  considered  would  be 
the  inevitable  result  if  this  provision  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  EVERETT  deemed  this  a  very  important  amend- 
ment, after  the  knowledge  they  now  haa  of  the  abuses 
in  relation  to  this  matter. 

The  amendment  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
BRIGGS,  HARPER,  and  CAVE  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  the  following  thereto:  ''except 
in  cases  wherein  the  lowest  bidder  snail  hereafter  fail  to 
perform  the  contract  entered  into  by  him  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  or  shall  fail  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  this  act." 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  EVERETT, 
HAWES,  HUNTSMAN,  CONNOR,  and  BRIGGS,  took 
part, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  suggested  to  the  mover 
of  the  amendment  the  following:  '*  except  in  cases 
wherein  the  lowest  bidder  shall  wilfully  neglect  to  per- 
form bis  contract,  if  a  contractor  at  the  passage  of  this 


act,  or  shall  wilfully  neglect  hereafter  to  perform  a  eon- 
tract  entered  into  with  the  Department." 

Mr.  MANN  accepted  this  as  a  substitute  for  his  own 
amendment)  and,  after  some  discussion  by  Messrs. 
PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island,  WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio, 
McCOMAS,  P.  C.  FULLER,  MANN  of  New  York» 
EVERETT,  and  HARPER, 

Mr.  MANN  fFithdrew  the  amendment,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  to  amend  the  24th  section, 
so  as  to  provide  that  no  person  engaged  in  the  ^rinting^ 
publishing,  or  distributing,  of  newspapers,  periodicals, 
or  tracts,  shall  be  a  contractor  or  postmaster;  and  that 
any  such  person  shall  be  forthwith  dismissed  from  office. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  HUNTSMAN,  MANN 
of  New  York,  ROBERTSON,  EVERETT,  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  and  GILLET, 

Mr.  MANN  called  for  such  a  division  as  confined  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  to  postmasters)  which  branch 
of  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  second  branch  of  the  amendment  Mr.  EVER- 
ETT asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  when  it  was  found 
that  there  was  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  when 
the  Chair  counted  ayes  40,  noes  45— still  no  quorum. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  made  a  few  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  briefly  supported  it. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  BRIGGS,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  an  amendment  te 
the  following  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  34th  section  of  the  bill:  **  And  no  person  shall  be 
appointed  or  hold  the  office  of  deputy  postmaster,  who 
shall  not  be  an  actual  resident  of  the  city  or  town  where- 
in the  office  is  situated,"  by  adding  the  following:  **  or 
the  district  of  country  usually  supplied  by  said  office." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES,  PEARCE 
of  Rhode  Island,  PARKER,  EVERETT,  REED,  AD- 
AMS,  McKAY,  and  WARDWELL,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  to  amend  the  original  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  words  «be  appointed  ort" 
which  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  93,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  deputyi"  agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  concurred  in. 

The  following  additional  clause,  agreed  to  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  was  then  read: 

**  Sio.  38.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  the 
thirty -first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  the  following  rates  of  postage  shall  be 
charged  upon  all  letters  and  packets  carried  in  the  mail 
of  the  United  States,  excepting  such  as  are  by  law  ex- 
empt from  postage,  to  wit: 

«For  every  single  letter,  or  letter  composed  of  one 
piece,  carried  not  exceeding  fifty  miles,  five  cents. 

**  Over  fifty,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles, 
ten  cents. 

«  Over  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
miles,  fifteen  cents. 

**  Over  two  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
miles,  twenty  cents. 

<*  Over  four  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  eight  hun- 
dred miles,  twenty-five  cents. 

«  Over  eight  hundred  miles,  thirty  cents. 

«  And  for  every  letter  or  pscket  composed  of  two 
pieces,  double  these  rates^  and  for  every  letter  or  pack- 
et composed  of  three  pieces,  triple  these  ratesf  and  for 
every  letter  or  packet  composed  of  four  or  more  pieces, 
quadruple  these  rates:  Prtmdedt  That  all  letters  and 
packets  of  one  ounce,  avoirdupois,  in  weigbt,or  more, 
shall  be  charged  single  for  every  quarter  of  an  ounce." 
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Mat  27,  1836.] 


Amendment  of  the  Jtmmai, 


[H.  or  R. 


Mr.  JOHNSON*  of  LoQitiuia,  mored  to  strike  out 
«<  thirty  centSy"  in  the  fifteenth  line,  and  insert  «  twen- 
ty-lire." He  considered  twenty-five  cents  quite  sufii- 
cient  for  any  distance. 

Mr.  MANN»  of  New  York,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  great  reduction  in  the  minor  rates  of  post- 
age; in  addition  to  which,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  more  than  one  half  of  ^e  whole  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office  was  derived  from  the  lower  rates.  The  effect 
of  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  was  not  to  increase,  but  to 
reduce,  the  income  of  the  Department,  and  such  was  the 
object  of  the  committee  who  had  reported  this  bill. 

After  some  further  discussion,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
MANN,  the  bill  under  consideration,  together  with  the 
"post  route"  bill,  were  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow, from  and  af^er  eleven  o'clock. 

The  House  th^  adjourned. 


Fbibat.  Mat  37*. 
AMENDMENT  OP  THE  JOURNAL. 

The  Clerk  commenced  the  reading  of  the  journal  of 
yesterday,  when 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  that  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers should  be  repeated  upon  the  several  votes  on  Mr. 
PiircKirxT's  resolutions;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

After  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  adoption  of  the  first 
resolution,  the  journal  stated  that  several  members 
(naming  them)  had  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  that  Messrs.  Tboxpbov  of  South  Carolina  and  Wiss 
had  declined  voting. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  correct  the  journal  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Wisx,  by  stating  that  he  refused  to  vote.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Tbompsov]  had  de- 
clined voting. 

Mr.  WISE  ssid  that  both  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (not  then  in  his  seat)  and  himself  bad  positively 
refused  to  vote. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  usual,  Jn  making  up  the 
journal,  to  give  the  precise  language  used  by  a  member. 
It  would  be  difficult  for  the  Clerk  to  do  so;  and  when  it 
was  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  declined 
voting,  the  Chair  supposed  that  the  entry  was  substan- 
tially correct. 

Mr.  ADAMS  simply  desired  that  the  journal  should 
sHate  the  facts  as  they  occurred. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  contended  that  it  was  not  properto 
enter  upon  the  journal  every  thing  that  was  said  by  a 
member.  Were  they  to  do  so,  it  might  lead  to  the  most 
inconceivable  mischief.  A  member  might  in  this  way 
introduce  into  the  journal  a  few  chapters  of  Vattel,  or  a 
speech  two  hours  in  length.  They  had  assembled  there 
for  a  very  poor  purpose,  if  every  thing  said  by  them  was 
to  be  spread  upon  the  journals.  There  was  a  great  deal 
said  there,  which,  for  the  sake  of  those  concerned,  had 
better  never  be  repeated.  If  the  practice  and  rules  of 
the  House  did  not  warrant  the  amendment  proposed,  he 
hoped  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  see  the  journals  speak  tbe  truth, 
and  the  space  which  might  be  occupied  in  giving  the 
facts  wss  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  He  bad  gone 
farther  than  merely  declining  to  vote,  and  had  refused  to 
vote.  He  desired  that  the  journal  might  be  so  amended 
ss  to  read  that  he  declined  and  refused  to  vote.  This 
was  all  he  asked. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  thought  the  journal  should  simply 
state  the  facts,  but  not  the  reasons  upon  which  they  were 
founded. 

Mr.  HAMER  recollected  that  on  the  day  before  yester- 
day tbe  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  had  positively  refused  to 
rote  upon  the  first  resolution;  but  he  did  not  recollect 
tJiat  be  yesterday  refused  to  answer  to  his  name. 


Tbe  CHAIR  said  it  was  in  reference  to  tbe  vote  on  the 
former  day  that  the  question  had  arisen. 

Mr.  WISE  had  refused  to  vote  yesterday  in  stronger 
terms  than  those  used  on  the  day  before. 

Mr.  PARKS  objected  to  amending  the  journal,  so  fsr 
as  regarded  Mr.  Tbompsov,  as  he  was  not  in  his  seat. 

Messrs.  WISE  and  PICKENS  affirmed  that  Mr.  Tbom r- 
SOB  did  refuse  to  vote. 

Mr.  LEWIS  sUted  to  theXhair  that  he  had  declined 
voting  on  either  of  the  resolutions,  for  the  reason  that  he 
did  not  think  the  House  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
subject  of  slavery,  any  more  than  of  religion;  not  wish- 
ing, however,  to  embarrass  the  House,  or  delay  its  pro- 
ceedings, he  had  not  made  any  objections  at  the  time. 
He  believed  that  no  petition  on  tbe  subject  ought  to  be 
received,  and,  of  course,  no  disposition  could  be  made 
of  them. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  journal  in  reference  to 
Messrs.  Wisx  and  Tbokpsob  was  then  agread  to.* 

*  7b  iheEditor  of  the  U.  S.  TeUgrapht 

As  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  giving,  on  tbe  floor  of 
Congress,  the  reasons  of  my  refusal  to  vote  upon  the 
resolutions  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  and  as  those  reasons  and  my  conduct  have  beeo 
greatly  misrepresented,  1  am  forced,  against  my  will,  to 
resort  to  the  public  press.  I  will  only  premise  that  it  is, 
in  my  Judgment,  an  evil  portent  of  the  times,  that  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  people  has  no  opportunity  sfforded 
him  of  expressing  the  reasons  of  his  course  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  deep  importance  to  the  country,  as  well  as  to 
himself.  I  think  I  msy  say,  without  any  impropriety,  that 
my  general  conduct  in  the  House,  and  more  particularly 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  should  protect  me  from  the 
imputation  of  contumacy,  or  a  desire  to  interrupt  tbe 
business  of  the  House,  or  to  defy  its  authority. 

When  Mr.  Pinckney's  resolutions  were  first  present- 
ed, and  as  in  one  of  those  resolutions  a  proposition  was 
asserted  which  had  my  assent,  I  felt  at  the  moment,  hav- 
ing no  time  for  reflection,  that  I  ought  to  vote  for  it.  I 
very  soon  saw  my  vote  paraded  by  Mr.  Pinckney  as  au- 
thority in  favor  of  that  resolution,  although  he  knew  I 
was  decidedly  opposed  to  its  introduction.  I  resolved 
not  again  to  give  such  authority,  however  slight  it  might 
be.  I  could  not  vote  against  the  first  resolution,  because 
as  far  as  it  went  I  assented  to  It.  I  could  not  vote  for  it, 
because  my  whole  course  on  the  subject  had  been  in  the 
nature  of  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction,  which  jurisdiction  I 
should  have  as  much  recognised  by  voting  for  one  reso- 
lution as  for  another.  Once  let  the  subject  be  submit- 
ted to  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  and  it  is  manifest  that 
one  Congress  may  resolve  directly  the  reverse  of  a  pre- 
ceding Congress.  And  again:  I  regarded  the  negation 
of  constitutional  power  as  to  slavery  in  the  States,  when 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  second  resolution,  as  an  ad- 
mission of  that  power  in  this  District;  and  the  report 
itself  regards  the  two  objects  as  inseparably  connected, 
both  in  tbe  designs  of  the  abolitionists  and  in  practical 
results. 

I  could  not,  for  the  same  reasons,  vote  for  the  second, 
and  for  the  additional  reason,  that  this  resolution  only  as- 
serts that  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere  with  slavery  In 
the  District,  omitting  the  words  in  the  instructions,  •<  be- 
cause it  would  be  a  violation  of  public  faith,"  &c.,  which 
is  all  that  ever  was  pretended  either  by  the  chairman  of 
that  committee,  or  by  the  report  itself,  as  furnishing  any 
guarantee  to  the  South,  and  leaves  it  purely  a  question 
of  expediency,  changing  with  every  change  of  the  opin- 
ions of  the  majority  on  that  question;  a  resolution  for 
which  any  abolitionist  might  have  voted,  and  for  which 
some,  as  I  believe,  did  vote.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this 
concession  in  the  resolutions  reported,  and  departure 
from  instructions  given,  was  to  get  as  large  a  vote  as 
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ABMaidmud  of  iht  Journal, 


[Mat  S7,  1836. 


The  Clerk  renuned  the  re«diiig  of  the  joamaU  but,  in 
ft  short  time, 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  there  was  another  inaccttracy  iji  the 
journal.  A  decision  of  the  Speaker  was  given  in  ref- 
erence to  the  failure  of  members  to  vote»  without  pre- 
viously giving  the  reasons  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  GiiAscock]  had  reduced  to  writing  and 
sent  to  the  Chair,  and  upon  which  the  Chair  had  made 
bis  decision.  The  journal  therefore  would,  unless 
amended,  not  state  the  trutli,  as  there  would  appear 
nothing  upon  which  the  decision  was  based.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  amend  the  journal,  so  as  to  embrace  what 
he  had  stated,  and  reduced  his  amendment  to  writing. 

The  CHAIR  had,  upon  the  reading  of  the  journal  yes- 
terday, stated  the  question  before  the  House,  and  had 
decided  the  point  which  arose  the  day  before  upon  the 
failure  of  several  gentlemen  to  vote.  His  decision  was 
not  based  upon  any  paper  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  nor  tiad  he  received  any  such  paper. 
After  the  resolutions  were  adopted,  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  moved  to  have  his  reasofts  for  not  voting 
tntcKd  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  had,  yesterday  morning,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  gentlesun  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Adaxs,]  made  the  day  before,  reduced  to 
writing  bia  reasons  forsaking  to  be  excused  from  voting; 
and  when  the  question  was  announced  yesterday,  in 
order  to  avoid  further  difficulty,  he  rose  and  stated  he 
was  piepared  to  ofier  this  paper. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  was 
substantially  correct. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  CHAIR  and 
Messrs.  ADAMS  and  GLASCOCK,  the  latter  sUted  that 
he  had  proposed  to  oiFer  -the  written  paper  after  the 
Speaker  had  commenced  giving  the  decision  referred 
tO{  but  that  it  was  not  sent  to  the  Chsir,  and  the  latter 
proceeded  with  the  decision  which  he  was  delivering  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  Ahaxs's  proposition  to  amend  the  journal  was 
then  modified,  according  to  the  recollections  of  Mr. 
G&AScocK,  in  substance,  <*that  whilst  the  Speaker  was 
delivering  his  opinion,  Mr.  G.  offered  to  present  a  paper 
containing  his  reasons,"  &c.* 

possible  for  the  resolution;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  as  far 
as  it  went,  the  resolution  asserted  what  I  believe  to  be 
true,  and  I  could  not  therefore  vote  against  it.  I  re- 
fused to  vote,  and  did  so  in  the  most  courteous  and  least 
defying  manner.  I  could  not  vote,  for  the  reasons  given. 
I  could  not  ask  to  be  excused,  because,  by  admitting  the 
right  to  excuse*  I  should  have  admitted  the  right  of  the 
House  to  force  me  to  vote,  and  of  consequence  its  juris* 
diction  of  the  subject.  I  had  not  the  slightest  objection 
10  being  excused,  if  it  was  done  not  on  my  own  applica- 
tion, or  by  any  agency  of  mine. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  THOMPSON. 

*7b  the  Editort  of  the  Globe: 

GiXTLSXBir:  Having  declined  voting  on  the  two  fol- 
lowing resolutions  of  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  being  deprived 
by  the  House  of  making  known  my  reasons  for  doing 
80, 1  now  feel  it  due  both  to  myself  and  my  constituents, 
^    to  make  them  public  through  the  columns  of  your  paper. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  GLASCOCK. 

let  reeoUition.  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitu- 
tional authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  any  of  the  SUtes  of  this  confederacy. 

2c<.  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis. 

I  declined  voting  on  the  first,  because  I  considered 
the  resolution  in  its  origin  as  wholly  gratuitous  and  un- 


Mr.  GLASCOCK  might  have  withdrawn  his  request. 
His  recollection  did  not  serve  him  as  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be 
made.  If  every  proposition  which  was  discussed  or  of- 
fered to  be  presented  there  was  to  go  on  the  journali  it 
would  be  extended  to  a  moat  unwarrantable  length.  He 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  to  amend  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  the  gentleman  would  save  much 
time  and  trouble  by  withdrawing  this  motion. 

Mr.  G.  LEE  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  competent  to  debate  the  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  This  is  a  motion  that,  to  speak  the 
truth  upon  the  journal,  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Sv kiobt]  to  withdraw  hia  motion, 
and  let  them  reject  the  propoaition  to  amend. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  then  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
amendment  on  the  table. 

Afler  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  SUTHER- 
LAND, ADAMS,  snd  REED,  in  reference  to  the  pre- 
cise phraseology  of  the  amendment, 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  remarked  that  the  motion  to  correct 
the  journal  was  made  without  his  knowledge,  and  he 
was  indiff*erent  as  to  the  result,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty» 
in  justice  to  the  eentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Abaxs,]  to  state  the  facts  as  they  occurred  and  were 
recollected  by  him. 

Mr.  POTTS  recollected  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  proposed  to  oiTer  a  paper  when  this  ques- 
tion was  first  taken  up  yesterday,  but,  upon  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Chair,  had  declined  pressing  it  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  to  amend, 
but,  before  the  decision  wss  announced,  Mr.  ADAMS 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays.     Ordered. 

The  hour  of  eleven  having  arrived,  Mr.  MANN,  of 
New  York,  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  reading  of  the  journal  must  first 
be  completed. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  desired  to  know,  distinctly, 
whether  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  was  consequent  upon  the  paper,  or  the  oflTer 
to  present  the  paper,  drawn  up  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia? 

The  CHAIR  and  Mr.  GLASCOCK  simultaneously  re- 
plied that  it  was  not. 

Mr.  HAMER  said  it  was  evident  that  the  mere  offer 
to  present  the  paper,  whilst  the  Chair  was  delivering  an 
opinion,  was  an  interruption  not  necessary  to  be  noticed 
on  the  journal. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  the  facts  of  the  case  were 
now  settled  by  the  recollections  of  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Potts.]  The  request  to  present  the  paper  had  been 
waived.  He  must,  therefore,  vote  against  the  amend* 
ment. 

called  for,  and  can  never  consent  to  make  or  argue  a 
question  as  to  the  right  of  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  States,  and  because  Congress  hss  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  su'bject)  and  any  resolution  either  disclaiming 
or  affirming  jurisdiction  is  virtually  an  admission  of  it. 
I  did  not  vote  on  the  second,  from  a  foil  conviction  that 
it  is  an  implied  admission  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  in- 
terfere with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  and 
adopted  to  evade  the  constitutional  question,  and  be- 
cause the  committee  failed  to  incorporate  into  the  reso* 
lution,  as  they  were  specially  instructed  to  do,  **  That 
to  interfere  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  un- 
wise, impolitic,  and  dsngerous  to  the  Union,*'  without 
assigning  reasons  for  the  same,  leaving  it  wholly  unex- 
plained and  unaccounted  for,  notwithstanding  it  is  fully 
argued  in  the  report  itself. 
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Ammimifd  cf  the  Journal. 


[H.  OF  R. 


'   The  motion  to  amend  the  joumtl  wu  then  n^patnred: 
Tom  67,  nays  111. 

Mr.  PHILLIP6  latd  it  vna  proper  for  btm  to  ttate 
that  he  bad  Toted  in  the  negative  upon  the  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  that  bis  vote  wai  not  re* 
eorded.  He  moved  that  the  vote  be  entered.  Agreed  to. 

The  reading  of  the  journal  was  then  resumed.  •  It 
was  stated  that,  on  the  second  resolution,  several  gentle- 
men declined  to  vote,  and,  among  others,  Mr.  GmAveaa, 
of  New  York. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  gentleman  A-om  New  York 
had  assigned,  or  attempted  to  assign,  his  reasons  for  de- 
clining to  vote.  That  fact  did  not  sppear  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  GRANGER  moved  to  amend  the  journal  by  ste* 
ting  that  he  *<  declined  to  vote  upon  the  second  resolu- 
tion, and  was  proceeding  to  assign  his  reasons,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Chair." 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  a  well-settled  rule,  that,  while 
the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays  was  progressing,  it  was  out 
of  order  to  discuss  any  proposition,  or  address  any  re- 
inarks  to  the  House.  The  gentleman  had  been  called 
to  order  for  a  violation  of  this  rule. 

Mr.  GRANGER  did  not  censure  the  Chair.  If  there 
was  any  responsibility  in  the  case,  he  was  willing  that  it 
should  fall  upon  himself. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr. 
GmAsresB's  motion  to  amend  the  journaU  which  were 
not  ordered. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  CHAIR  and 
Messrs.  McKENNAN  and  ROBERTSON, 

Mr.  PARKS  inquired  whether  it  was  ouBtomsry  to 
enter  every  interruption  or  attempt  to  violate  the  rules 
of  the  House  on  the  journal  f 

Mr.  GRANGER  contended  that  the  38th  rule  of  the 
House,  which  required  every  member  to  vote  unless  ex- 
cused for  special  reasons^  justified  the  course  which  be 
had  pursued,  and  that  he  was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  in  reply  to  Mr.  PABa:8,  inquired  if  it 
was  customary  to  more  the  previous  question  upon  three 
resolutions  of  vital  importance,  without  a  single  word  of 
debate,  and  that  too  when  the  motion  was  made  by  a 
member  of  the  committee  who  reported  them,  and  was 
sustained  by  a  majority  of  that  committee^  He  repeated, 
was  it  customary  to  crowd  down  the  previous  question, 
upon  subjects  so  deeply  important,  without  permitting 
one  single  word  of  debate? 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he  was 
wandering  from  the  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  had  a  single  word  to  say  in  teply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massschusetts.  He  would  ask  him 
whether  it  was  customary,  when  a  bill  was  reported  for 
rechartering  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  press  the 
previous  question  several  tiroes  the  same  day  upon  it, 
without  permitting  any  debate? 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said  the  House  had  decided  by  a  large 
majority  that  the  question  of  excusing  members  from 
voting  must  be  postponed  until  after  the  question  before 
the  House  was  decided.  Directly  following  that  decis- 
ion, the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Ghanosb] 
rose  while  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays  was  progp'essing, 
and  sttempted  to  assign  his  ressons  for  not  voting.  The 
gentleman  could  as  properly  have  arisen  when  his  name 
was  called,  and  moved  to  sdjourn,  or  to  recommit  the 
resolutions,  as  to  do  what  he  desired  at  the  time.  He 
thought  that  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  journals 
ought  not  to  be  made. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
motion  entirely.  His  collesgue  [Mr.  Gsakosr]  yester- 
day  undertook  knowingly  to  commit  a  violation  of  the 
rules  and  orders  of  that  House  and  his  duties,  for  the 
purpose  of  escaping  the  responsibility  of  voting  upon  a 
delicate  resolution,  in  the  peculiar  attitude  he  now  occu- 


pied before  the  country;  and  he  (Mr.  M.)  would  there- 
fore not  agree  to  extend  to  him  any  favor  or  courtesy 
whatever. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  supported  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York»  and, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  was  called  to  order  several 
timea  by  the  Chair,  on  account  of  the  irrelevancy  of  the 
topics  which  he  discussed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  permission  to  state  the  essen- 
tial difference  between  the  case  cited  yesterday  by  the 
Chair,  as  a  precedent,  and  the  case  upon  which  the  de- 
cision wss  made.    He  was  proceeding,  when 

The  CHAIR  said  that  what  the  gentleman  proposed 
to  state  would  have  been  a  proper  argument  pending 
the  appeal  yesterday  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  but 
that  it  was  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  the  previous  question « 
which  was  seconded — ayes  86,  naes  49— and  the  main 
question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  GmAxeam  was  then  nega- 
tived :  Ayes  60,  noes  96. 

The  journal  was  further  read,  when  Mr.  ADAMS  in- 
quired whether  there  was  any  entry  made  in  reference 
to  his  not  voting  on  the  third  resolution? 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  stated  the  gentleman  de- 
clined voting. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  decline  voting.  He  hsd  answered 
to  his  name,  and  bad  sent  that  answer  to  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  one  of  the  messengers  had 
handed  to  him,  for  what  purpose  he  knew  not,  a  paper 
which  he  believed  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the  gentle, 
man  from  Massachusetts,  to  this  effect;  «<I  hold  the  res- 
olution to  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  rules  of  this  House,  and  of  the 
rights  of  my  constituents." 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  amend  the  journsi  by 
stating,  <*  when  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called,  he 
answered" — (as  above  stated)-—**  and  sent  his  answer 
to  the  Chair." 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  read  the  case  cited  by  the  Chair, 
of  1832,  when  the  decision  of  the  main  queation  was  an- 
nounced where  a  member  asked  to  be  excused  from  vo- 
ting, without  first  determining  the  question  ot  excusing; 
when  he  was  interrupted  by 

The  CHAIR,  who  said  that  this  case  had  no  relevancy 
to  the  motion  which  had  been  made  to  amend  the  jour- 
nal. It  was  a  mere  question  of  fact,  to  be  decided  by 
the  House,  and  the  debate  upon  it  must  be  confined  to 
very  narrow  limits. 

Mr.  AD  A  MS  desired  to  cite  the  case  of  1832,  as  a  rea- 
son why  his  amendment  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  A.  continued  his  remarks,  and  proceeded  to  read 
from  the  esse  of  1832,  when 

The  CHAIR  again  interrupted  him,  and  remarked 
that  it  was  not  in  order  to  discusF,  upon  the  present  mo- 
tion, what  the  House  had  done  on  a  former  occasion. 
He  could  not  see  what  bearing  the  case  which  the  gen- 
tleman was  reading  could  possibly  have  on  the  question 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
I  am  not  discussing  the  question.  1  sm  resding  this  pre- 
cedent in  order  to  show  that  my  reasons  should  be  en- 
tered on  the  journal  for  not  voting  on  the  third  resolu- 
tion. He  was  proceeding  to  characterize  the  document 
which  he  had  before  commenced  reading*,  when 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  competent  for  the  gentle- 
man to  do  that  indirectly  upon  the  appeal,  which  it  had 
been  decided  he  could  not  do  directly  upon  his  motion 
to  amend  the  journal. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded— ayes  95,  noes  not  counted— 
and  the  main  question  was  ondered  to  be  put. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  PHILLIPS, 
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WISE,  ADAMS,  E.  WHITTLESEY,  WILLIAMS  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  CHAIR,  the  question  was  taken 
upon  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained:  Ayes  97,  noes  40. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Adaks  to  amend  the  journal  was 
then  negatived,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked,  as  a  favor,  that  the  House  would 
so  amend  the  journal  as  to  state,  that  when  his  name  was 
called  on  the  vote  upon  the  third  resolution,  he  "  an- 
swered, but  did  not  vote." 

This  motion  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  ADAMS, 
TALIAFERRO,  ANTHONY,  HAMER,  WISE,  and 
DROMGOOLE,  when 

Mr,  VANDERPOEL  remarked  that,  had  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  have  asked  to  be  excused  at 
the  time  the  vote  was  taken,  he  would  not  have  opposed 
his  present  request.  He  had,  however,  declined  voting, 
and  had  thereby  violated  the  rules  of  the  House.  Mr. 
y.  was  of  opinion  that  sufficient  time  had  been  consumed 
by  gentlemen  in  the  attempt  to  remedy  their  own  disor- 
der. He  therefore  moved  the  previous  question)  which 
was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Adavs  was  then 
negatived:  Yeas  55,  nays  117. 

The  remainder  of  the  journal  was  then  read,  when  (it 
being  half  past  one  o'clock)  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  (he  orders  of  the  day. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

In  execution  of  the  special  order  of  yesterday,  the 
House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  **bill  to  change 
the  organization  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts thereof." 

The  question  pending  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  proposition  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  the  following  oUuse: 

«  Sxc.  38.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted.  That  from  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty -six,  the  following  rates  of  posta^^e  shall  be 
charged  upon  all  letters  and  packets  carried .  in  the 
mail  of  the  United  States,  excepting  such  as  are  by  law 
exempt  from  postage,  to  wit: 

<*  For  every  single  letter,  or  letter  composed  of  one 
piece,  carried  not  exceeding  fifty  miles,  five  cents. 

**  Over  fifty,  snd  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles,  ten 
cents. 

**  Over  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
miles,  fifteen  cents. 

*'  Over  two  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
miles,  twenty  cents. 

*'  Over  four  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  eight  hundred 
miles,  twenty-five  cents. 

<*  Over  eight  hundred  miles,  thirty  cents. 

*«  And  for  evei7  letter  or  packet  composed  of  two 
pieces,  double  these  rates;  and  for  every  letter  or  packet 
composed  of  three  pieces,  triple  these  rates;  and  for 
every  letter  or  packet  composed  of  four  or  more  pieces, 
quadruple  these  rates:  Provided,  That  all  letters  and 
packets  of  one  ounce,  avoirdupois,  in  weight,  or  more, 
shall  be  charged  single  for  every  quarter  of  an  ounce." 

The  question  immediately  under  consideration  was 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Johvsoh,  of  Louisiana,  to  amend  the 
fifteenth  line  by  striking  out  **  thirty,"  and  inserting 
"twenty-five"  cents. 

Mr.  CONNOR  remarked  that  the  tariii  had  been  made 
out  with  great  care  by  the  committee,  af\er  much  consulta- 
tion with  the  Department,  and  he  was  well  assured  that 
no  further  reduction  could  be  made,  without  throwing 
the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  a  certain 
extent  upon  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  his  objection  to  this  item 
was  only  one  of  a  series  of  objections  he  had  to  the 


whole  section.  He  entered  Hito  a  detailed  examination 
of  the  old  and  present  rates,  and  contended  that  loss 
would  accrue  by  the  proposed  new  tariff. 

Mr.  REED  was  well  convinced,  that  the  lower  the 
rates  of  postage  were,  the  greater  would  be  the  revenue* 
He  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  reduce  the  sum  to 
twenty-five  cents  as  the  maximum,  and  was  disposed  to 
go  still  further  than  that,  in  some  of  the  other  rates. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's 
table  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster*  General  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office,  on  the  subject  of  reducing 
the  rate  of  postage,  which  wai  read.  The  aection  had 
been  draughted  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  that 
letter. 

Mr.  DENNY  thought  the  committee  had  consulted 
more  the  convenience  of  the  Department,  its  officers  and 
clerks,  than  the  convenience  of  the  people.  The  eifect 
of  retaining  the  amount  of  thirty  cents  for  all  letters 
over  eight  hundred  miles  would  be  to  cause  a  great  re- 
duction of  the  revenue,  inasmuch  ai  merchants  would 
forward  their  letters  by  private  conveyances.  He  wai 
convinced  this  would  be  the  case  on  the  lines  of  the 
large  navigable  rivers,  particularly  between  New  Orleans 
and  the  cities  of  the  West. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisians,  was  opposed  to  the 
whole  section,  and  as  soon  as  his  amendment  was  dis- 
posed of  he  should  move  still  further  reductions,  and  if 
they  were  rejected,  he  should  move  to  strike  out  the 
whole  section;  for  he  preferred  the  old  tariff  to  the 
proposition  of  the  committee.  As  for  the  reduction 
from  6i  to  5  cents,  and  from  12^  to  10  cents,  it  was  no 
reduction  at  all  to  the  people  of  the  West,  for  they  had 
neither  cents  nor  ten  cent  pieces,  or  very  few. 

Mr.  VINTON  was  totally  opposed  to  all  the  section, 
except  that  of  reducing  the  postage  from  6i  to  5  cents. 
He  wished  to  carry  the  graduation  of  reduction  still 
further,  and  at  the  proper  time  he  should  move  an 
amendment  accordingly,  making  15  per  cent,  on  the 
old  rate  of  postage.  This  would  increase  instead  of  re- 
ducing the  revenue. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  concurred  with  the  gentleman, 
that  the  mere  circumstance  of  reducing  the  tariff  would 
not  reduce  the  revenue;  but  he  did  not  agree  with  the 
gentleman  in  his  proposed  reduction.  Mr.  C  said  he 
should  himself  propose  a  different  scale  of  reduction  aft 
a  proper  time,  which  he  read. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  disspproved  of  the 
proposition  of  the  committee,  and  should  prefer  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  urged  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  not  to  press-  his  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  then  withdrew  it,  and 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  following  as  the 
tariff  of  rates  of  postsge :  Retain  the  first  cisuse  of  the 
section,  and  strike  out  all  after  the  7th  to  the  15th  line 
of  the  section,  inclusive,  and  insert  *<  over  50  miles,  snd 
not  exceeding  150,  ten  cents;  over  150  miles,  and  not 
exceeding  400,  fifteen  cents;  over  400  miles,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 800,  twenty  cents;  over  800  miles,  twenty -five 
cents. '*^ 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  entirely  approved 
of  these  rates,  and  hoped  they  would  be  adopted  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  was  more  in  favor  of  the  proposition 
of  the  committee,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  rate 
of  30  cents  over  800  miles,  than  he  was  of  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  advocated  the  reduction  of  the 
tariff  to  the  lowest  possible  rates,  and  was  opposed  to 
the  section  as  it  stood  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  in  favor  of  the  re- 
duction  from  thirty  to  twenty-five  cents;  but  he  did  not 
think,  after  all  the  proposed  additional  routes  were  put 
into  operation,  that  there  would  remain  so  great  a  sur- 
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plus  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  flatter  themselves  there 
would  be.  He  entered  into  a  variety  of  details,  show- 
ing the  great  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the 
community  in  consequence  of  the  proposed  reductions 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Vermont,  supported  the  original  clause. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  avernng  that,  if  the  prx)position 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  should  be  adopted,  the 
Post  Oflice  Department  would  be  upon  the  Treasury,  as 
a  burden,  in  less  than  a  year  firom  this  time.  He  had 
no  particular  objection  to  change  the  rates  from  thirty 
to  twenty-five  cents  for  single  letters  over  eight  hun- 
dred miles,  but  he  earnestly  hoped  that  every  other 
portion  of  the  clause  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  HA  WES  should  vote  against  the  amendment, 
•gainst  the  proposition  of  the  committee,  ac^ainst  every 
other  proposition  ii>  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  rates 
of  postage,  because  he  preferred  the  old  plan.  With 
regard  to  the  reduction  from  6i  to  5  cents,  it  would  be 
no  reduction  at  all  to  the  people  of  the  West,  but  would 
benefit  the  postmasters  only,  inasmucli  as  five  and  ten 
cent  pieces  were  rarely  or  never  seen  in  circulation. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  further  discussed  by 
Messrs.  ANTHONY  and  CAMBRELENO,  when  the 
latter  gentleman  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  renewed  it. 

And  the  amendment  was  further  discussed  by  that 
gentleman,  Messrs.  ADAMS,  McKEON,  MANN  of  New 
Tork,  BEED,  UNDERWOOD,  BRIGGS,  VANDER- 
POEL,  P.  C.  FULLER.  CONNOR,  and  HAWES. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY  rose  and  said:  Sir,  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  postage  upon  letters  gen- 
erally; I  am  therefore  greatly  opposed  to  the  30  cents, 
the  postage  reported  by  the  committee,  upon  all  single 
letters  carried  over  800  miles,  because  it  is  a  large  in- 
crease. I  am  unwilling  to  increase  the  postage  for  any 
distance  whatever;  and  I  believe  I  will  vole  ag^iinst  the 
bill,  if  that  item  be  not  stricken  out,  and  I  should  regret 
to  be  compelled  to  do  that,  for  there  are  some  valuable 
provisions  in  the  bill,  and  if  the  committee  will  consent 
to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  30 

[Mr.  Mam,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said  the  commit- 
tee would  agree  to  strike  that  item  out  of  the  bill.] 

Mr.  M.  resumed.  Sir,  I  would  suppose  that  it  would 
be  a  reduction  upon  the  postage,  perhaps  equal  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Lawbbhck;]  and  if  so,  I  would  prefer  it, 
and  will  vote  against  the  amendment,  and  for  the  bill 
thus  amended.  I  cannot  do  so  under  an  imp^e^sion  that 
it  is  a  reduction  of  postage,  which  I  am  satisfied  can  be 
made  without  injuiy  to  the  Department,  or  the  least 
endangering  the  withdrawal  of  any  of  the  mail  accom- 
modations now  enjoyed  by  the  people;  for  to  that  I  am 
not  only  opposed,  but  I  would  be  willing  and  am  desi- 
rous of  seeing  them  greatly  extended,  even  should  it  be- 
come necessary  to  aid  the  Department  with  additional 
means  to  do  so.  But  I  apprehend  there  is  no  danger  of 
that;  for  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  situation 
of  that  Department  some  time  past,  and  its  present  con- 
dition, all  the  facts  in  relation  thereto  go  to  prove  that 
a  large  reduction  may  be  made  upon  the  tarifi'  of  post- 
age, and  the  Department  still  will  be  sustained  by  its  re- 
ceipts. I  am  brought  to  these  conclusions  from  my  con- 
.victions  of  the  practical  effect  of  a  reduction  of  the  tarifT 
of  postage.  Upon  all  communications  by  mail,  1  wouhl 
fix  as  the  maximum  of  charge  upon  letter  postage  20 
cents,  and  the  minimum  5  cents,  and  regulate  the  dis- 
tances appropriately  to  the  different  sums;  beginning  at 
5  cents  and  rising  to  10,  15,  and  20.  This  would  make 
our  tariff  of  postage  accord  with  our  federal  coin,  which 
would  greatly  obviate  the  difficulty  of  making  change 
now  experienced  in  the  post  offices. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  1  believed  that  the  De- 
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partment  could  be  sustained  at  these  rates  of  postage; 
and  in  this  1  am,  I  think,  well  sustained  by  a  printed 
document,  now  before  me,  which  shows  the  balancea 
for  and  against  the  Department  at  the  end  of  each  quar- 
ter, commencing  with  the  quarter  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1833,  and  ending  on  the  30lh  June,  1835,  aa 
follows: 


1833. 
Sept.  30 
Dec.  31 

1834. 
Mar.  31 
June  30 
Sept.  30 
Dec.  31 

1836. 
Mar.  31 
June  30 


Gross    reve- 
nue. 


1656/242  88 
720,209  27 

729,600  61 
718,696  00 
725,273  03 
724,642  34 

763,494  47 
780,046  82 


Expendi- 
ture. 


1746,098  15 
747,416  52 

699,206  86 
717,885  00 
703,494  75 
70J,497  08 

680,  G52  66 
671,706  69 


Elzcaas    of 
revenue. 


130,394  65 

811  00 

21,778  28 

23,045  36 

82,841  81 
108,341  23 


Excess     of 

ezpeodi> 

ture. 

•90,865  27 
27,206  26 


This  statement  shows  an  increase  that  will  give  a  sur- 
plus of  nearly  or  quite  half  a  million  in  the  present  year, 
without  taking  into  the  calculation  the  progressive  in- 
crease of  each  quarter  over  the  preceding  one,  which 
would  swell  the  amount  to  a  much  larg^er  sum.  The 
whole  amount  necessary  to  put  into  operation  the  new 
routes  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  is  estimated  at  the 
sum  ol  three  hundred  thousand  dollars { then,  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  large  surplus,  amounting^  to  |300,000,  will 
be  found  in  the  Department,  to  meet  any  reduction  of 
postage  that  may  occur  from  the  reduction  upon  the 
tariff  of  postage  proposed  in  the  bill,  after  striking  out 
the  30  cent  item  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee, 
or  by  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  So  there  can  be  no  danger  of  any  re- 
duction of  the  mail  accommodation  in  the  country,  which 
I  would  be  as  unwilling  to  see  take  place  as  anv  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  I  do  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine 
advanced  by  some  gentlemen  upon  this  floor,  that  thia 
proposed  reduction  upon  the  tariff  of  postage  will  re- 
duce the  income  into  the  Department!  for  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  reduction  of  price  will  beget 
an  increased  correspondence,  that  will  swell  the  receipts 
into  the  Department  to  the  usual  amount,  if  not  beyond  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
originally  moved  by  Mr.  Cambbxlsjio,  subsequently 
renewed  by  Mr.  Johnsov,  of  Louisiana;  and  it  waa 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  90,  nays  85. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment as  amended. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  House  would  now  non-concur  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  the  whole  amendment!  for  he  was  con- 
vinced the  Department  could  not  get  along  with  the 
amendment  just  adopted.  He  remarked  that,  at  the 
next  session,  it  was  proposed  to  take  up  the  subject  of 
postage  on  newspapers,  periodicals,  and  pamphlets, 
when  the  subject  of  rates  of  postage  on  letters  might 
also  be  acted  on. 

The  amendment  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina,  MILLER,  BHIGGS, 
FRENCH,  LANE,  WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  and  CON- 
NOR. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  move  that  this  bill  and  the  post 
route  bill  be  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next,  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  each  succeeding  dsy,  until 
they  be  disposed  of.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANN  then  submitted  his  motion. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  twelve  o'clock.    Loal. 
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The  motion  of  Mr.  Mivir  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  JoHssoir,  of  Louisiana,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Satubdat,  BIat  38. 
COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  C AM BRELENG  moved  to  take  up  the  motion 
heretofore  submitted  by  him  for  printing  an  extra  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  commerce  and  navigation. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules;  which  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  100,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  modified  his  motion,  so  as 
that  10,000  extra  copies  (which  he  stated  to  be  the  usual 
number)  be  printed. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  10,000 
and  inserting  5,000. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG, 
HIBSTER,  ROBERTSON,  ADAMS,  and  ANTHONY, 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said  that  he  was  unwilling  to  con- 
sume a  moment  of  time  unnecessarily;  but  his  Informa- 
tion on  this  subject  differed  so  very  widely  from  the 
views  taken  by  some  olher  gentlemen,  that  he  felt  con- 
atrained  to  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few  min- 
utes. This  document  was  by  far  the  most  important  paper 
emanating  from  this  Government,  and  was  more  ear- 
nestly sought  for  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America,  saving 
only  the  messages  of  the  President.  Not  only  was  it  re- 
quired by  every  merchant  and  trader,  as  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  but  was  no  less  required 
by  every  farmer,  planter,  and  manufacturer.  This  paper 
recorded  truly  and  faithfully  the  commercial  transactions 
of  this  great  nation,  detailing,  item  by  item,  the  quantity 
and  value  of  our  annual  imports  and  exports—the  pounds 
-of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  corn,  flour,— the  manufactures, 
the  total  produce  of  the  fields,  the  forest,  the  ocean,  the 
mines,  the  shops,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eighty 
millions  of  dollars.  Every  man,  of  every  trade  and  pro- 
fession, should  have  it.  Ten  thousand  copies  were 
usually  printed,  and  he  was  informed  by  the  officers  of 
this  House,  who  have  charge  of  the  documents,  that 
this  number  had  fallen  far  short  of  the  pressing  demands. 
He  hoped  the  greatest  number  of  copies  moved  would 
be  printed.  The  great  item  of  cost  was  in  setting  up 
the  types  of  this  tabular  printing — this  was  already  in- 
curred. The  subsequent  copies  would  cost  less  than 
one  third  of  those  now  ordered.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  order  the  highest  number  moved. 

Afker  some  remarks  from  Mr.  PHILLIPS, 

Mr.  MILLER  ir.oved  the  previous  question;  which 
•was  sustained  by  the  House,  and  the  motion  to  print 
10,000  extra  copies  of  the  document  referred  to  was 
agreed  to  without  a  count. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  OWENS  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  call  up 
the  resolution  heretofore  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
•Ways  and  Means,  fixing  on  a  day  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  in  relation  to  the  public  deposites. 

Mr.  B.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  understood  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  [Mr. 
BxLi]  had  intended  this  morning  to  report  the  Indian 
bill,  which  was  tent  to  the  Senate  near  two  months  ago, 
and  bad  been  returned  to  the  House  with  various  amend- 
ments. He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  whether 
the  report  would  be  made;  and  if  it  should  be,  he  hoped 


the  House  would  act  upon  the  bill  promptly,  as  it  was 
very  Important  to  the  public  service  that  these  appropri- 
ations should  be  finally  acted  upon. 

Mr.  BELL  had  not  reported,  because  certain  docu- 
ments from  the  War  Department  had  not  been  commu- 
nicated, but  were  expected  in  a  few  days.  He  would, 
however,  ask  leave  to  report  at  that  time,  and  that  the 
bill  be  made  the  special  order  for  to-day. 

Objection  being  made,  the  rule  was  suspended  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
report  the  bill:  Teas  144,  nays  30. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  AflTair?, 
then  reported  the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  House, 
making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Indian  department,  for  Indian  annuities  and  other  similar 
objects,  for  the  year  1836,  with  amendments  to  a  portion 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  recommending  the 
House  to  non-concur  in  other  amendments  of  that  body; 
the  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  to  go  into  committee  on  the  foregoing  bill; 
which  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PEA  PATCH  ISLAND. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
authorize  a  compromise,  and  secure  to  the'  United  States 
the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  island,  n  tbe!river  Delaware. 
The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  MILLIGAN  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  not  without  regret  that  I  rise  to  ad- 
dress the  House  at  this  time.  They  will  do  me  the  jus- 
tice, however,  to  admit  that  it  is  a  privilege  I  rarely  ex- 
ercise; and  I  should  gladly  have  abstained  from  it  on  the 
present  occasion,  if  I  could  have  reconciled  it  with  my 
sense  of  public  duty.  But  the  character  of  the  bill  be- 
fore you  leaves  me  no  choice t  for,  notwithstanding  it  is 
denominated  a  private  bill,  and  comes  up  for  consideration 
on  the  days  allotted  to  such  subjects,  it  is  nevertheless 
one  which  involves  a  conflicting  claim  of  jurisdiction  be- 
tween two  of  the  sovereign  States  of  this  confederacy. 
It  is  on  this  account,  and  because  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor  is  one  of  the  parties 
to  be  affected  by  it,  that  I  feel  some  solicitude  as  to  the 
course  which  the  House  may  ultimately  see  fit  to  adopt. 
With  regard  to  the  individual  who  is  to  be  relieved  by 
this  measure,  I  stand  entirely  disinterested,  lie  is  alto- 
gether unknown  to  me,  and  1  am  wholly  unacquainted 
with  any  of  his  family  or  connexions,  i  have  not  even 
the  advantage  claimed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pettoh,]  of  having  fallen  in  with  his 
agent  in  the  course  of  my  travels;  nor  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Rxtvoius,]  of  ranking  him 
among  my  constituents.  I  can,  therefore,  have  no  indi- 
rect object,  either  of  friendship  or  of  enmity,  tosubserve, 
by  sustaining  or  by  defeating  his  application.  All  that 
I  require  on  this  occa^on,  and  which,  as  a  member  of 
this  House,  I  have  a  right  to  demand,  ip,  that  before  the 
Treasury,  whose  constitutional  guardians  we  are,  shall 
be  taxed  with  the  payment  of  this  claim,  the  party  seek- 
ing it  shall  exhibit  satisfactory  evidence  of  something 
like  a  valid  title  to  the  property  about  which  he  propo- 
ses a  compromise. 

And  what,  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  is  the  evidence  he  ad- 
duces? Why,  simply  his  own  unsupported  allegation 
that  the  title  is  in  him,  and  that  he  derives  it  from  some 
one  who,  in  his  turn,  derives  it  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey.  I  say  that  we  have  merely  his  own  allegation: 
for  I  have  looked  carefully  through  the  report  of  the 
committee,  together  with  the  accompanying  documentsiy 
and  I  have  met  with  nothing  in  the  nature  of  proof— not 
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a  certificale;  not  a  single  copy  of  a  record;  not  a  solitary 
affidavit;  not  eyen  an  averment. 

Now,  sir,  in  relation  to  some  of  the  most  material  facts, 
such  as  1  am  sure  have  exerted  a  considerable  influence 
on  the  minds  of  many  members  here,  give  me  leave  to 
say  that,  if  the  wliole  evidence  had  been  produced,  it 
would  have  presented  this  case  in  a  very  different  aspect. 
Take,  for  example,  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  this  island;  and  then,  a{^in,   as  connected  with  it, 
the  other  fact  as  to  which  side  of  it  the  main  channel 
is  to  be  found.     Both  of  these  have  been  roundly  as- 
sumed to  suit  the  purposes  of  this  case.     The  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  who  reported  this  bill,  and  who, 
by  the  way,  ou^ht  never  to  have  had  cognizance  of  it, 
called  for  no  information,  and  have  accordingly  furnished 
none  on  this  point.     They  seem  to  have  relied  for  the 
facts,  as  well  as  for  the  argument,  on  the  brief  of  the 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
New  Jersey;  but  to  whose  statement  I  by  no  means  as- 
sent.    During  the  late  recess  of  a  few  days,  while  our 
hall  was  undergoing  some  little  change  preparatory  to  a 
summer  session,  it  so  happened  that  I  made  a  visit  to  the 
neighborhood  of  this  disputed  territory.     Indeed,  at  all 
times,  I  reside  at  no  very  remote  distance  from  it;  and 
from  what  information  I  gathered  on  the  occasion  alluded 
to,  and  at  other  periods,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that   the  .statement  which  found  such  ready  credence 
here,  that  the  island  is  nearer  the  New  Jersey  than  the 
Delaware  shore,  is  an  entire  mistake.     On  the  contrary, 
it  is  affirmed  by  those  whose  judgment  is  entitled  to  re- 
spect, and  who  have  the  best  opportunity  of  knowing, 
to  be  about  equi-distant  from  the  two  shores.     So,  like- 
wise, with  regard  to  the  channel.    I  have  seen  and  con- 
versed with  several  highly  intelligent  persons  who  have 
lived  nearly  all  their  lives  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place, 
and  who,  from  their  pursuits,  are  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  navigation  of  the  river  Delaware,  and  they  have 
assured  me  that  the  channel  is  nearly  as  good  on  one 
side  of  this  island  as  the  other;  and  that  vessels  are  more 
influenced  in  selecting  one  or  the  other  by  the  winds 
which  happen  to  prevail  at  the  time  than  by  any  other 
circumstance;  that  they  have  witnessed  some  of  our 
largest  frigates  pass  between  the  Pea  Patch  and  the  New 
Jersey  shore;  and  that,  in  fact,  they  believe,  although 
not  now  so  generally  used,  the  eastern  was  formerly  the 
best  channel.      The  course  of  the  currents,  however, 
influenced  in  some  measure  by  the  very  formation  of  this 
island,    together  with   the   constant  abrasion   which   is 
taking  place  at  one  extremity,  and  the  consequent  de- 
posite  of  sand  and  mud  at  the  other,  lead  many  to  appre- 
hend that  this  channel  may,  in  time,  be  affected  by  it; 
but  at  present  it  is  navigable  to  ships  of  the  heaviest  class. 
In  fact,  one  great  advantage  that  this  island  possesses  as 
a  site  for  a  fortification  is,  that  it  completely  commands 
both  passes  of  the  river  Delaware;  for,  in  taking  either, 
a  vessel  is  brought  directly  under  the  whole  range  of  the 
guns  of  the  fort. 

If,  then,  these  statements,  with  regard  to  the  position 
of  the  island  and  the  channel,  be  true,  (and  surely  they 
are  entitled  to  as  much  weight  as  the  unsustained  allega- 
tions on  the  other  side,)  what  becomes  of  that  rule  of 
the  law  of  nations,  so  much  relied  on,  that  when  two 
sovereign  and  independent  States  border  upon  a  naviga- 
ble stream,  each  claims  to  the  centre  of  the  river,  and  all 
islands  then  existing,  or  which  may  afterwards  arise,  f^o 
to  the  contiguous  shore.  In  the  first  place,  the  facts  of 
this  case,  when  properly  set  forth,  do  not  admit  of  its 
application ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  if  they  did,  I  should 
meet  this  general  principle  by  the  assertion  of  another, 
to  wit:  that  where  States  claim  not  by  conquest  or  dis- 
covery, but  by  charter,  as  is  the  case  with  New  Jersey 
and  Delaware,  they  are  strictly  confined  to  those  char- 
ters for  their  respective  limits.    And  in  support  of  this 


doctrine  I  cite  the  case  of  Handly's  lessee  t».  Anthony, 
in  5lh  Wheaton's  Reports.  This  is  a  leading  case,  and 
must  be  familiar  to  all  professional  gentlemen  on  this 
floor,  particularly  those  coming  from  the  West,  involv- 
ing, as  it  did,  a  question  of  boundary  between  the  States' 
of  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  by  reading  it. 

Again,  sir,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof,  and  in  direct 
opposition  to  notorious  facts,  many  erroneous  statements 
have  been  made  as  to  the  value  of  this  island,  and  the 
nature  of  the  improvements  which  were  erected  there 
by  the  present  claimant,  before  the  United  Stales  came 
into  possession.  So  likewise  as  to  the  mode  and  manner 
of  taking  that  possession.  My  honorable  friend  from 
Tennessee,  who  sits  near  me,  and  who  I  regret  not  to 
see  in  his  seat  at  this  moment,  has  perhaps  gone  the 
farthest  in  this  sort  of  exaggeration,  (no  doubt  altogeth- 
er unintentionally,)  in  a  burst  of  generous  feeling  which 
did  honor  to  his  heart.  While  he  was  commenting  on 
the  manner  in  which  the  claimant  was  driven  off  by  the 
United  States,  he  appeared  to  consider  his  abode  at  the 
Pea  Patch  as  a  perfect  paradise — ^a  second  Blannerhas- 
set's  island-»-where  he  had  erected  temples,  and  planted 
groves,  and  surrounded  himself  with  every  thing  that 
was  pleasing  to  the  eye  or  grateful  to  the  sense.  And 
thus  considering  it,  he  very  naturally  proceeded  to  place 
a  high  valuation  on  it.  He  told  us  that  it  was  worth  at 
least  $1,000  per  annum;  that  he  could  easily  have  real- 
ized that  sum  for  it.  Now,  sir,  what  wltl  be  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  House  when  I  tell  then  that  this  enchanted 
island,  this  fairy  land,  from  which  this  poor,  persecuted 
man  was  forcibly  driven,  by  the  cruel  and  unrelenting 
power  of  the  General  Government,  was  a  mere  sand-bar, 
a  mud-flat,  incapable  of  human  habitation;  nothing,  in 
short,  but  a  rookery  for  crows,  and  that  rookery  at  least 
four  feet  under  water  every  high  tide.  Instead  of  being 
worth  a  thousand  dollars  a  year,  it  would  not,  for  the 
purposes  of  agriculture,  have  brought  a  thousand  cents  a 
year.  It  would  never  have  repaid  the  expense  of  embank- 
ment; it  would  literally  have  swamped  any  one  who  had 
undertaken  such  a  project.  And,  sir,  with  regard  to 
•the  violence  alleged  to  have  been  exerted  by  the  United 
States  to  obtain  possession  of  this  mud-flat,  where,  let  me 
ask,  is  the  evidence  of  it?  Why  has  it  not  been  pro- 
duced^ From  the  statement  made  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  who  addressed  the  House 
when  this  bill  was  last  under  discussion,  it  amounted  al* 
most  to  a  Texian  war.  And  with  the  aptitude  he  has 
shown  for  hunting  up  old  documents  at  the  War  Office, 
I  actually  expected  to  see  him  pull  out  a  li&t  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  occasion.  As,  however,  none  has 
been  produced,  and  the  agents  of  the  Government  em- 
ployed there  at  that  time  were  engineers  and  non-com.* 
batants,  I  infer  that  the  authorities  of  the  United  States 
took  peaceable  possession;  and  that  the  contrary  is  now 
asserted  merely  for  the  purpose  of  rounding  off  a  claim 
for  damages. 

But  I  am  willing,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  to  waive 
this  objection,  arising  out  of  the  non-production  of  testi- 
mony, and  join  issue  with  the  honorable  gentleman  upon 
the  question  of  title.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  the  true 
point  in  controversy  i?,  whether  the  title  to  this  island, 
before  its  cession,  was  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  or  in 
the  State  of  Delaware;  for  if  in  the  first,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  it  passed  to  the  present  claimant;  if  in  the 
last,  that  it  vested  in  the  United  States.  Before  entering 
on  the  consideration  of  this  question,  however,  I  must 
notice  a  preliminary  remark  that  fell  from  the  honorable 
gentleman,  when  narrating  the  causes  which  have  pre- 
vented the  General  Government  from  settling  this  claim. 
I  heard  it  with  regret,  and  am  sure  it  escaped  him  wltli- 
out  due  reflection.  When  commenting  on  a  paper,  pur- 
porting to  be  an  agreement  entered  into  between  the 
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•gent  of  Dr.  Gale  and  a  former  Secretary  of  War,  (John 
H.  Eaton,)  by  which  it  was  stipulated  that  a  certain 
amount  should  be  paid  the  claimant  whenever  the  Gov- 
ernifient  were  satisfied  as  to  the  validity  of  his  title,  he 
said  that,  but  for  the  statement  contained  in  the  opinion 
of  Messrs.  Rodney  and  Read,  the  Attorney  General  (Mr. 
Butler)  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  making  up  his 
mind.  All  this  may  be  true.  But  be  then  proceeded 
to  charge  those  highly  respectable  gentlemen  with  wil- 
fully misstating  the  facts.  It  is  to  this  I  except.  And  I 
take  upon  me  to  say,  in  my  place  here,  from  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  their  characters,  that  it  is  utterly  impossi- 
ble that  either  of  them  could  be  guilty  of  any  such  con- 
duct. 

[Mr.  DicKKiisoH  explained.  He  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  charging  those  gentlemen  with  wil- 
fully perverting  the  facts;  he  knew  they  were  incapable 
of  it;  but  what  he  did  say  was,  that  they  were  mistaken 
in  some  of  the  statements  they  had  made.] 

I  am  happy,  sir,  to  receive  the  explanation.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  expressions  which  escaped  the 
honorable  gentleman  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  the  qual- 
ification which  he  has  made  in  his  cooler  moments  is  noth- 
ing more  than  I  might  have  expected  from  his  sense  of 
justice,  and  hia  known  urbanity  of  disposition.  But  I 
will  proceed  to  show  that  the  distinguished  gentlemen 
referred  to  were  not  even  mistaken  in  their  statements. 
My  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  certainly  com- 
plained (and,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  it  so  appears  in  his  pub- 
lished remarks)  that  Messrs.  Rodney  and  Read  should 
have  said  that  *Marge  sums  of  public  money  have  been 
judiciously  expended,  without  the  slightest  notice  of  an 
adversary  claim."  Understanding  this  as  an  attack  on 
the  present  claimant,  he  undertakes  to  refute  it;  and  for 
this  purpose  he  refers  to  letters  which  he  has  received 
from  the  War  Department,  showing  when  the  first  ex- 
penditure on  this  fortification  took  place.  This,  it  ap- 
pears, was  in  1817.  But  does  it  follow,  because  this 
was  the  first  expenditure  on  the  fortification,  that  there 
was  no  money  expended  on  the  island  prior  to  that  time/ 
If  the  gentleman  thinks  so,  he  is  deceived,  and  he  has 
been  the  innocent  cause  of  deceiving  others.  Large 
sums  had  to  be  laid  out  in  preliminary  work,  such  as  em- 
banking the  island,  cutting  drains,  laying  sluices,  and 
driving  piles,  before  it  was  possible  to  erect  a  fort;  and 
1  have  the  documents  by  me  to  prove  it. 

But  even  admitting,  according  to  these  letters  from  the 
War  Office,  that  this  expenditure  in  1817  was  the  first 
either  on  the  island  or  the  fort,  does  it  therefore  follow 
that  Messrs.  Rodney  and  Read  were  in  error  when  tliey 
affirmed  that  large  expenditures  had  been  made  before 
the  Government  ever  received  notice  of  an  adversary 
claim?  By  no  means.  So  far  from  it,  these  very  let- 
ters prove  that  the  first  notice  or  intimation  of  a  claim 
on  the  part  of  Dr.  Gale  was  in  the  month  of  February  or 
May,  1818.  But,  besides  this,  sir,  I  have  before  me  a 
report  from  the  engineer-in-chief,  sent  here  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, when  he  was  Secretary  of  War,  in  1820,  under  a 
resolution  of  this  House,  and  printed  by  the  order  of  this 
House,  showing  that  the  works  at  the  Pea  Patch  island 
were  commenced  as  early  as  the  year  1815,  and  that,  be- 
tween the  1st  of  January,  1816,  and  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1819,  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  had 
been  expended  on  this  place.  Well  then  might  Messrs. 
Rodney  and  Read  affirm  that  large  disbursements  of  pub- 
lic money  had  been  made  before  the  Government  were 
advised  of  this  claim.  And  my  only  surprise  is,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Now  Jersey,  in  his  anxiety  to  defend 
Dr.  Gale»  should  go  out  of  his  way  to  question  the  state- 
ments  of  these  eminent  counsel.  1  trust,  however,  he  is 
now  convinced  that  it  was  himself,  and  not  they,  who 
were  in  error;  and  that,  as  some  further  atonement,  he 
will  adopt  the  converse  of  bis  own  rule,  to  wit:  as  he 


finds  them,  on  investigation,  to  be  correct  in  one  of  the 
statements  he  impugned,  so  he  will  give  credence  to  nil 
others  they  may  have  made. 

I  revert  now  to  the  title  of  New  Jersey.  I  admit  that 
the  first  question  is,  whether  she  ever  had  any  to  dispose 
of;  for,  if  she  had  not,  it  is  clear  that  those  who  claim 
by  virtue  of  her  authority  can  be  in  no  better  condition. 
Whether  she  had  or  had  not,  can  be  easily  ascertained, 
by  referring  to  the  grant  or  charter  for  that  portion  of 
territory  now  known  as  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  And 
if,  upon  such  reference,  it  shall  appear  that  the  island 
called  the  Pea  Patch  falls  within  the  limits  therein  de- 
scribed, there  is  at  once  an  end  of  the  matter.  The  title 
will  then  be  proved  to  have  been  in  her,  and  Dr.  Gale, 
or  whoever  else  she  may  have  transferred  her  right  to, 
will  be  the  real  owner  of  the  property,  and  can  justly 
demand  either  that  the  Government  shall  pay  what  he 
asks,  or  surrender  back  the  possession.  And,  sir,  if  the 
party,  as  I  suggested  on  a  former  occasion,  will  only  con- 
sent to  submit  this  question  to  a  judicial  investigation, 
and  bring  this  claim  here,  backed  by  the  judgment  of  a 
court  or  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  I,  for  one,  will  pledge  my- 
self to  vote  for  any  sum  that,  in  reason,  he  may  demand. 
1  will  allow  him  all  the  back  rents  that  may  have  accrued 
since  the  cession  to  the  United  States,  and  in  my  anxiety 
to  do  him  iustice,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  would  not 
also  be  willing  to  allow  him  the  modest  pittance  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  which  he  claims,  in  way  of  satisfaction 
for  the  outrage  done  to  his  feelings,  when,  according  to 
his  account,  he  was  forcibly  turned  out  of  possession. 
But  as  his  friends  seem  to  shrink  from  such  an  invealti- 
gation;  as  they  appear  to  dread  a  court,  and  prefer 
rather  to  press  his  cause  here  than  to  go  before  a  legal 
tribunal,  we  must  be  content  to  examine  his  pretensions 
according  to  the  best  lights  that  are  before  us.  As  I  un- 
derstand them,  and  as  they  have  been  avowed  here  in 
debate,  he  rests  them  altogether  on  the  right  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  which,  as  I  have  already  remarked, 
depends  upon,  and  can  be  determined  by,  a  reference  to 
her  charter.  That  charter,  sir,  was  first  granted  in 
1663-*4,  by  King  Charles  11  to  bis  brother  James,  Duke 
of  York,  who,  in  the  same  year,  transferred,  by  deeds  of 
lease  and  release,  all  his  right  and  title  to  this  section  of 
country  to  Lord  John  Berkely  and  Sir  George  Carteret. 
I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  glance, 
for  a  moment,  at  these  instruments.  The^  are  to  be 
found  in  the  first  volume  of  an  old  edition  of^the  laws  of 
New  Jersey.  [Here  Mr.  M.  read  extracU  from  these 
deeds,  and  then  proceeded.] 

It  is  manifest,  I  think,  upon  the  face  of  these  grants, 
that  the  limits  of  New  Jersey  can  never,  by  any  fair 
construction,  be  made  to  comprehend  the  island  which  is 
the  subject  of  dispute.  The  words  of  description  are: 
«  and  all  the  lands  from  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut 
river  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  bay."  They  do  not, 
as  has  been  pretended,  call  for  the  centre  of  the  stream, 
or  the  bed  of  the  stream,  or  the  main  channel;  but  they 
call  for  the  eastern  side.  Had  it  been  intended  to  in- 
clude the  river  or  bay  in  the  grant,  words  to  that  effect 
would  no  doubt  have  been  used,  for  when  the  King 
wished  to  convey  to  his  brother  a  right  to  the  Hudson 
river,  he  employed  terms  indicative  of  that  purpose.  In 
that  case,  he  gave  the  river  by  name — *<  together,  also, 
with  the  said  river  called  Hudson's  river;"  but,  when  he 
comes  to  speak  of  Delaware  river  or  bay,  he  speaks  of  it  as 
a  line  that  is  intended  to  mark  a  boundary;  and  of  course 
the  words  employed  call  only  for  its  eastern  side.  And 
that  this  is  the  true  construction  is  further  proved  by 
the  words  of  the  deed  of  lease  and  release  from  the 
Duke  of  York  to  Berkely  and  Carteret,  wherein  he 
uses  these  remarkable  words;  "  All  that  tract  of  land  ad'> 
jacent  to'New  England,  and  lying  and  being  to  the  west- 
ward of  Long  Island  and  Manhatten's  Island,  and  bounds- 
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ed  on  the  east,  part  by  the  main  sea,  and  part  by  Hudson's 
river,  and  hath  upon  the  west  Delaware  bay  or  river." 
There  can  be  no  question,  therefore,  that,  according^  to 
the  plain  meaning  and  the  true  interpretation  of  these  in- 
struments, the  limits  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  on  the 
western  side  stop  at  the  water's  edge,  or,  at  all  events, 
do  not  extend  beyond  **  low-water  mark."  And  so  the 
late  Judge  Washington  has  decided.  In  the  very  case  of 
Corfield  t«.  Gorryel,  cited  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  the  introduction  of  which  by  him  struck 
me,  I  confess,  with  surprise,  that  eminent  judge  held  the 
following  language.  I  read,  sir,  from  Washington's  Cir- 
cuit Court  Reports,  vol.  4,  page  384: 

«•  Secondly.  The  next  general  question  to  be  con- 
sidered is,  whether  the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  include  the  place  where  the  Hiram  was  seized 
whilst  engaged  in  dredging  for  oysters.  The  grant  from 
Charles  II  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  ofYork,  of  the  terri- 
toryiof  which  the  present  Stale  of  New  Jersey  was  a 
part,  dated  the  13th  of  March,  1663-'4,  was  of  all  that 
territory  lying  between  the  rivers  St.  Croix,  adjoining 
Nova  Scotia,  and  extending  along  the  seacoast,  southerly, 
to  the  east  side  of  the  Delaware  bay,  together  with  all 
islands,  soils,  rivers,  harbors,  marshes,  waters,  lakes, 
fishings,  huntings,  and  fowlings,  and  all  other  royalties, 
profits,  commodities,  hereditaments,  and  appurtenances 
to  the  same  belonging  and  appertaining,  with  full  power 
to  govern  the  same." 

The  grant  of  the  Duke  of  York,  dated  the  24th  of 
June,  1664,  to  Lord  Berkely  and  Sir  George  Carteret, 
after  reciting  the  above  grant,  conveys  to  them  all  that 
tract  of  land  lying  to  the  eastward  of  Long  Island,  and 
Manhatten's  Island,  bounded  on  the  east,  part  by  the 
main  sea  and  part  by  Hudson's  river,  **  and  hath  upon 
the  west  Delaware  bay  or  river,  and  extendeth  south- 
ward," &c.,  with  all  rivers,  fishings,  and  other  royalties 
to  the  said  premises  belonging,  &c. 

There  is  no  material  ditterence  between  these  grants 
as  to  the  boundaries  of  New  Jersey  on  the  westward;  and 
we  are  of  opinion  that,  although  the  rule  of  the  law  of 
nations  is  that,  where  a  nation  takes  possession  of  a  coun^ 
try  separated  by  a  river  from  another  nation,  and  it  does 
not  appear  which  had  the  prior  possession  of  the  river, 
they  shall  each  extend  to  the  middle  of  itf  yet  that, 
when  the  claim  to  the  country  is  founded  not  on  dis- 
covery and  occupancy,  but  on  grant,  the  boundary  on  the 
river  must  depend  uponthe  just  construction  of  the  g^nt, 
and  the  intention  ot  the  parties  to  be  discovered  on  its 
face.  Taking  this  as  the  rule,  we  think  the  claim  of 
New  Jersey,  under  these  grants,  to  any  part  of  the  bay  or 
river  Delaware,  below  low-water  mark,  cannot  be  main- 
tained. The  principle  here  suggested  is,  we  conceive, 
fully  recognised  and  adopted  by  the  Supreme  Court  in 
the  case  of  Handly's  lessee  vs.  Anthony,  5  Wheaton, 
374.  Neither  do  we  conceive  that  the  limits  of  the  State 
can,  by  construction,  be  enlarged  by  virtue  of  the  grant 
of  all  rivers,  fishings,  and  other  royalties^  which  expres- 
aions  ought,  we  think,  to  be  confined  to  rivers,  fishings, 
and  royalties,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  granted  prem- 
ises.'* ^ 

And  here  let  me  remark,  sir,  that  I  strongly  suspect 
it  was  this  very  opinion  of  Judge  Washington's  which  has 
prevented  the  present  claimant  from  prosecuting  his  suit 
to  a  conclusion.  It  was  not,  as  some  gentlemen  would 
have  us  believe,  the  want  of  means;  it  was  not  broken 
fortunes  or  ruined  health,  but  it  was  the  decision  I  have 
read  to  you.  He  knew,  or  at  least  his  legal  advisers 
knew  full  well,  that  this  decision,  so  far  as  he  claimed 
through  New  Jersey,  was  a  complete  bar  to  his  recovery. 
and  so  they  will  find  it,  unless  I  am  greatly  deceived,  if 
ever  they  have  the  temerity  to  go  to  trial. 

The  truth  is,  as'Judge  Washington  asserts,  that,  under 
her  charter.  New  Jersey  could  not  lawfully  claim  or  ex- 


ercise jurisdiction  beyond  low-water  mark.  And  it  fol- 
lows as  a  necessary  consequence  from  this  fact,  that  she 
could  have  no  possible  right  to  the  island  in  question, 
which  is  full  one  mile  beyond  that  point.  But,  says  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
now  holds  other  islands  in  the  Delaware  river  beyond 
low-water  mark.  I  answer  that,  whatever  islands  she 
may  now  hold  above  the  circle  of  twelve  miles  around 
Newcastle,  are  held  in  consequence  of  an  agreement 
entered  into  between  herself  and  Pennsylvania,  which 
latter  State  very  complaisantly  consented  to  appoint  com- 
missioners, to  meet  those  deputed  on  the  part  of  New 
Jersey,  to  arrange  this  identical  subject.  The  State  of 
Delaware  never  accepted  the  invitation  for  this  purpose, 
though  repeatedly  solicited  by  New  Jersey.  Her  Legis- 
lature said,  and  said  properly,  that  they  had  no  idea  of 
treating  for  what  already  belonged  to  them;  that  they 
might  as  well  be  asked  tQ  negotiate  for  the  coats  on 
their  backs.  Both  States,  therefore,  stand  towards  each 
other,  in  relation  to  boundaries,  precisely  where  they 
were  left  by  their  original  grants. 

With  regard  to  the  title  of  Delaware,  as  I  had  occa- 
sion to  remark  when  this  bill  first  came  up,  she  rests  it 
mainly  on  the  two  deeds  of  feoffment  from  the  Duke 
of  York  to  William  Penn,  executed  on  the  34th  of 
August,  1682.  The  first  is  for  that  portion  of  territory 
comprehended  within  the  compass  or  circle  of  twelve 
miles  around  the  town  of  Newcastle;  the  last,  for  what 
lies  between  the  southern  extremity  of  this  circle  and 
Cape  Henlopen.  I  pray  the  House  to  bear  with  me 
while  I  turn  to  those  grants.  They  will  then  perceive  why 
I  am  so  tenacious  in  my  opposition  to  any  claim  to  this 
Pea  Patch  island  that  is  not  derived  through  the  State 
of  Delaware.  The  fact  is  not  to  be  disguised,  that  if  we 
had  no  title  to  it  at  the  time  of  our  cession  to  the  United 
States,  we  have  none  now  for  one  remaining  inch  of 
territory.  They  both  spring  from  the  same  source,  and 
must  stand  or  fall  by  the  same  instrument.  The  lan- 
gusge  in  the  first  deed  is,  *<all  that  town  of  Newcastle, 
otherwise  called  Delaware,  and  all  that  tract  of  land 
lying  within  the  compass  or  circle  of  twelve  miles  about 
the  same,  situate,  lying,  and  being  upon  the  river  Del- 
aware, in  America;  and  all  islands  in  the  said  river 
Delaware,  and  said  river  and  soil  thereof,  lying  north  of 
the  southernmost  part  of  said  circle  of  twelve  miles 
about  the  said  town;  together  with  all  rents,  services, 
royalties,  franchises,  duties,  jurisdictions,  liberties,  and 
privileges,  thereunto  belonging.*' 

Now,  it  is  obvious — indeed,  I  believe  it  is  conceded 
by  every  one — that  this  grant  from  the  Duke  of  York  is 
camprehensive  enough  to  cover  not  merely  the  island  in 
question,  but  the  whole  Delaware  river  embraced  within 
its  limits;  and,  in  order  to  escape  from  the  effect  of  it, 
it  is  necessary  to  impeach  its  validity.  Accordingly,  it 
has  been  said  that  the  Duke  had  no  title  himself,  and 
therefore  had  no  right  to  make  this  conveyance  to  Wil- 
liam Penn;  that  the  whole  of  these  lands  were  obtained 
by  conquest,  and  that,  under  the  law  of  England,  they 
would  enure  to  the  Crown,  and  not  to  the  benefit  of  a 
private  subject. 

Here  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  DicKXBSov,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pxttoh,]  branch  off  in  their  argu- 
ments. The  one  admits  that  the  deed  from  the  Duke 
of  York  covers  the  disputed  island,  but  denies  its  valid- 
ity, inasmuch  as  he  alleges  there  was  previously  no 
charter  from  the  Crown.  The  other  is  for  trampling 
upon  all  charters,  and  tells  us  to  point  to  our  battle- 
fields—to the  valor  of  our  forefathers— to  the  blood  spilt 
by  them  in  obtaining  their  possessions.  This  is  certainly 
all  very  fine,  sir,  as  mere  rhetorical  flourish,  but  would 
figure  rather  awkwardly,  I  think,  in  an  action  of  eject- 
ment.    Let  me  assure  the  honorable  gentleman,  how- 
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ever,  that  we  can  establiih  our  right  even  according  to 
his  requirement.  I  say  it,  sir,  without  boast,  but  I 
should  be  unjust  to  the  memory  of  the  brave,  and  insen- 
sible to  the  honest  pride  of  those  who  sent  me  here,  if  1 
failed  to  remark,  that  the  services  rendered  by  the 
Delaware  line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  were  unsur- 
passed  by  those  of  sny  of  the  Slates  who  assisted  in 
achievitig  our  glorious  independence.  If  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  know  what  fields  in  that  ever-memorable 
struggle  for  liberty  were  stained  with  Delaware  blood, 
I  point  him  to  Long  Island,  to  Brandywine,  to  Ger- 
mantown,  to  the  plains  of  Monmouth;  but,  above  all,  to 
the  battle  of  Camden,  where  the  Delaware  regiment, 
side  by  side  to  that  of  Maryland,  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
action,  and  was  nearly  cut  to  pieces.  I  refer  him,  sir, 
to  the  dying  letter  of  the  lamented  Baron  de  Kalb,  who 
fell  in  that  engagement.  I  refer  him  to  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland,  now  sitting  before  me,  [Mr. 
HowABD,]  whose  gallant  father,  Colonel  Howard,  acted 
so  prominent  a  part  at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens  and 
at  Guilford  court-house,  and  let  him  ask  that  gentleman 
the  opinion  that  father  entertained  of  the  Delaware 
regiment.  I  refer  him,  sir,  to  Ramsay's  History  of  the 
American  Revolution,  to  Marshall's  Life  of  Washing- 
ton, and  to  every  writer  who  pretends  to  narrate  the 
events  of  that  period;  and  he  will  find  in  each  and  all  of 
them  abundant  recorded  evidence  of  the  valor  of  Dela- 
ware troops,  and  of  the  blood  they  have  poured  out  in 
the  cause  of  freedom.  May  I  not,  then,  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman, that  we  rest  our  title  not  merely  on  musty  cnar- 
ter9,  but  on  those  charters  sealed  with  the  blood  of  our 
fathers? 

I  return  now,  sir,  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey. 
He  calls  for  the  royal  charter  to  the  Duke  of  York— he 
wants  to  see  the  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal. 
Nothing  else  will  satisfy  him,  and  unless  we  can  produce 
them,  he  shall  doubt  whether  they  ever  issued.  The 
honorable  member  must  pardon  me  for  saying  that  he  is 
somewhat  vscillating  in  his  course,  and,  on  the  whole, 
rather  difficult  to  please.  He  first  doubts  whether  we 
ever  had  a  charter  from  the  Crown;  and  then,  in  the 
same  breath,  says  it  is  altogether  immaterial;  that 
whether  it  be  forthcoming  or  not,  it  is  nevertheless 
good  for  nothing,  because,  forsooth,  it  covers  too  much — 
It  covers  a  part  of  the  county  of  Salem;  but,  above 
all,  the  town  of  Salem,  which  he  appears  to  apprehend 
Delaware  may  possibly  take  it  into  her  head  to  cede  to 
the  United  States,  for  marine  barracks  or  other  purpo- 
ses. In  reference  to  this  new  suggestion  of  claiming  too 
much,  the  answer  is  easy,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
may  therefore  dismiss  his  fears — the  cherished  little 
town  of  Salem  is  perfectly  safe.  It  rousf  be  obvious  to 
any  one  who  looks  at  the  subject  attentively,  that  the 
deed  from  the  Duke  of  York  never  could,  by  any  fair 
construction,  be  extended  across  the  river.  And  why? 
Because,  by  a  previous  grant  from  the  same  grantor,  all 
those  lands  lying  east  of  the  Delaware  river  had  already 
been  granted.  The  deed  to  Berkely  and  Carteret,  in 
1664,  conveyed  all  that  tract  of  land  lying  between  the 
west  side  of  the  Connecticut  and  the  east  side  of  the  Del- 
aware bay  and  river;  consequently,  no  subsequent  grant 
of  the  same  properly  could  be  valid.  But  will  any  law- 
yer undertake  to  say  that  a  deed  containing  such  a  pro- 
vision would  therefore  be  invalid,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
passing  property  in  which  the  grantor  had  a  title'  Is  it 
not  a  well-settled  principle  of  law,  that,  **  utile  per  inu- 
tile non  vitiatur,^'  or  in  other  words,  that  a  deed  may  be 
good  as  to  some  parts  and  void  as  to  the  others?  It  hap- 
pens every  day.  And  in  this  particular  case,  the  deed 
for  the  circle  of  twelve  miles  around  Newcastle  is  a  valid 
instrument,  and  conveys  a  good  and  sufficient  title  to 
all  property  within  its  limits  not  previously  granted. 

With  regard  to  the  other  question,  whether  there  was 


or  was  not  a  charter  from  the  Ring  to  bis  brother,  the 
Duke  of  York,  I  would  remark  that  there  is  the  strong* 
est  presumptive  proof  of  its  existence.  Certain  it  is  that, 
under  the  grants  of  the  latter,  the  agents  of  William 
Penn  took  possession  of  this  territory,  and,  with  the  as- 
sent of  the  Crown,  held  it,  and  exercised  all  manner  of 
ownership  over  it.  There  never  wasanjr  attempt  made 
to  controvert  the  title.  It  is  not  likely,  either,  that  Penn 
would  have  accepted,  or  that  the  Duke  of  York  would 
have  executed,  a  deed  without  competent  authority;  and 
that  he  actually  had  a  patent  from  the  King  is  rendered 
abundantly  probable  by  reference  to  the  royal  charter 
for  Pennsylvania.  In  that  instrument,  which  was  made 
two  years  anterior  to  the  deeds  of  feoffhient  from  the 
Duke  of  York  to  William  Penn,  for  what  is  now  the  State 
of  Delaware,  express  allusion  is  had  to  the  twelve  miles  cir- 
cle around  Newcastle;  thereby  clearly  establishing  the 
existence  of  some  prior  grant  answering  to  this  descrip- 
tion. 

I  will  turn  for  a  moment  to  that  charter,  and  beg 
gentlemen  to  mark  the  phraseology.  The  language  ia 
certainly  peculiar,  and  goes  far,  in  my  judgment,  to  set- 
tle this  question.  That  part  of  the  charter  to  which  I 
particularly  allude^is  the  following:  "Know  ye,  there- 
fore, that  we,  (favoring  the  petition  and  good  purpose  of 
the  said  William  Penn,  and  having  regard  to  the  memo- 
ry and  merits  of  his  late  father,  in  divers  services,  and 
particularly  to  his  conduct  and  discretion  under  our 
dearest  brother  James,  Duke  of  York,  in  that  signal  bat- 
tle and  victory  fought  and  obtained  against  the  Dutch 
fleet,  commanded  by  the  Heer  Van  Opdam,  in  the  year 
1665:  In  consideration  thereof,  of  our  special  grace, 
certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,)  have  given  and 
granted,  and  by  this  our  present  charter,  for  us,  our 
heirs,  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  iinto  the  said 
William  Penn,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  tract  or  part 
of  land  in  America,  vtith  all  the  islands  ^herein  contain- 
ed, as  the  same  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Delaware  river» 
from  twelve  miles  distance  northward  of  Newcastle  town 
unto  the  three-and-fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  if 
the  said  river  doth  extend  so  far  northward;  but  if  the  said 
river  shall  not  extend  so  far  northwards,  then  by  the  said 
river  so  far  as  it  doth  extend;  and  from  the  head  of  the 
said  river  the  eastern  bounds  are  to  be  determined  by  a 
meridian  line,  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  of  said  river 
unto  the  said  three-and-fortieth  degree.  The  said  lands 
to  extend  westwards  five  degrees  in  longitude,  to  be; 
computed  from  the  said  eastern  bounds;  and  the  said 
lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  beginning  of 
the  three-snd-fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and 
on  the  south  by  a  circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  distance 
from  Newcastle  northwards;  and  westwards  unto  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude;  and 
then,  by  a  straight  line,  westwards  to  the  limits  of  lon- 
gitude above  mentioned." 

Now,  sir,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  extract  I  have 
read  is  perfectly  conclusive  as  to  the  existence  of  such 
a  prior  grant  as  we  contend  for.  How  otherwise  can 
you  account  for  a  reference,  in  the  year  1680,  to  a  circle 
drawn  at  twelve  miles  distance  from  Newcastle,  which  is 
said  to  have  had  no  existence  till  1682?  Upon  any  other 
supposition  the  thing  is  impossible.  There  must  have 
been  a  prior  grant  from  King  Charles  II  to  the  Duke  of 
York.  Indeed,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  seems  himself  to  have  some  such  impression;  for, 
lest  this  dreaded  parchment  might  perchance  be  pro- 
duced, or  its  existence  established,  he  shifts  his  ground 
a  little,  and  quotes  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Delaware, 
passed  in  1793-'4,  to  show  that  we  do  not  claim  by  virtue 
of  any  grant  from  the  Duke  of  York,  but  by  virtue  of 
the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783.  In  my  judgment,  sir,  the 
gentleman  is  altogether  mistaken  in  the  interpretation 
he  has  placed  upon  that  statute.  Aecor^^^;|rj«ad- 
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mg  of  it,  instead  of  establishing,  it  directly  oontradicts 
the  assertion  he  has  made.  I  will,  however,  read  it  to 
the  House,  and  leave  it  for  them  to  decide.  It  is  in  the 
Sd  vol.  of  the  Laws  of  Delaware,  psge-  1174,  and  is  a 
supplement  to  an  set  entitled  an  act  for  opening*  and  es- 
tablishing a  laud  office  within  that  State,  &c.  It  might 
with  more  propriety  have  been  called  an  act  for  settling 
and  quieting  the  title  to  real  estates,  for  such  is  itsmani* 
iest  object.  But  here  it  is.  [Mr.  Millioav  then  read 
the  first  section  of  it,  and  proceeded.]  Now,  sir,  in- 
stead  of  denying,  does  it  not  expressly  affirm,  all  titles 
derived  through  that  instrument,  whenever  the  posses- 
sion existed  prior  to  1760?  The  object  in  limiting  it  to 
that  period  was,  to  get  rid  of  the  numerous  claims  set 
up  by  the  heirs  of  Penn,  the  royal  proprietary,  and 
which  threatened  to  be  a  source  of  vexation  and  inquie- 
tude to  many  of  the  good  citizens  of  the  State. 

But  let  us  recur  again  to  the  objection  which  has 
been  raised  against  the  deed  of  feoffment  from  the  Duke 
of  York.  Even  supposing  it  were  true,  as  is  alleged, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  to  "William  Penn,  the 
Duke,  strictly  speaking,  had  no  legal  title,  how  would 
that  help  the  case  of  New  Jersey?  She,  at  all  events, 
must  be  confined  to  her  own  limits,  to  the  eastern  side 
of  Delaware  bay  and  river.  And,  unquestionably,  the 
undisturbed  possession  enjoyed  for  so  many  years  by 
Peon,  and  those  claiming  under  him,  would,  in  conjunc* 
tion  with  another  circumstance  I  shall  mention,  cure  any 
defect  of  title  with  regard  to  Delaware.  That  other 
circumstance  is,  that  there  was  actually  a  new  charter 
granted  by  the  Crown  to  the  Duke  of  York  for  this 
same  property,  in  1683,  one  year  aAer  his  deeds  of 
feoffment  to  William  Penn.  This,  no  doubt,  was  intend- 
ed "  ex  abundanti  eauiela,"  and  not  as  by  any  means 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  two  deeds  of  feoffment. 
But  suppose  it  were  otherwise;  then  I  contend  that  the 
legal  consequence  of  this  new  grant  was,  to  transfer  all 
rights  arising  under  it  to  the  original  grantee,  William 
•Penn;  for  there  is  no  doctrine  in  the  law  more  clearly 
established,  than  that  a  party  who  erroneously  conveys 
property,  under  the  impression  that  it  belongs  to  him,  is 
bound  afterwards  to  make  assurance,  if  he  himself  sub- 
sequently acquire  a  legal  title.  And,  sir,  it  has  been  so 
decided  in  this  very  case,  and  decided,  too,  by  one  of 
the  ablest  judges  that  ever  adorned  the  British  bench. 
1  allude  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  expressed  in 
the  )ear  1750,  in  a  suit  between  Penn  and  Lord  Balti- 
more, concerning  a  matter  of  agreement  and  boundary. 
And  I  refer  to  this  case  with  the  more  pleasure,  because 
it  touches  other  points  directly  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject we  are  discussing.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  diffiers 
widely  from  my  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  ss 
to  the  value  he  places  on  the  two  deeds  of  feoffment 
from  the  Duke  of  York,  and  likewise  as  to  the  import- 
ance he  attaches  to  length  of  possession.  The  case  is 
reported  in  2  Vesey,  p.  444,  and  I  pray  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  following  extracts: 

<*  Next,  consider  the  dispute  on  Penn's  charter,  which 
grants  him  all  that  tract  of  land  in  America,  fi'om  twelve 
miles  distance  from  Newcastle,  to  the  43d  degree  of 
north  latitude,  &c,  under  which  the  plaintiffs  do  not  pre- 
tend a  title  to  the  three  lower  counties,  which  relate  to 
the  two  feoffments  in  1682. 

'*  The  objection  of  uncertainty  arises  principally  on 
the  question  concerning  the  circle  of  twelve  miles  to  be 
drawn  about  Newcastle.  It  was  insisted  on  in  the  an- 
swer, and  greatly  relied  on  in  America;  but  it  is  the 
clearest  part  of  the  cause.  As  to  the  centre,  it  is  said 
that  Newcastle  is  a  long  town,  and,  therefore,  it  not  be- 
in^  fixed  by  the  articles,  it  is  impo^sible  the  court  can 
decree  it.  But  there  is  no  difficulty  in  it;  the  centre  of 
a  circle  must  be  a  mathematical  point,  (otherwise  it  is 
indefinite,)  and  no  town  can  be  so.    I  take  all  these  sorts 


of  expressions,  and  such  agreements,  to  imply  a  negative : 
to  be  a  circle  at  such  a  distance  from  Newcastle,  and  in 
no  part  to  be  further.  Then  it  must  be  no  further  dis- 
tant from  any  part  of  Newcastle.  Thus,  to  fix  a  centre, 
the  middle  of  Newcastle,  as  near  as  can  be  computed, 
must  be  found;  and  a  circle  described  round  that  town, 
which  is  the  fairest  way;  for  otherwise  it  might  be  four- 
teen miles  in  some  parts  of  it,  if  it  is  a  long  town.  Then, 
what  must  be  the  extent  of  the  circle?  It  is  given  up  at 
the  bar,  though  not  in  the  answer.  It  cannot  be  twelve 
miles  distant  from  Newcastle,  unless  it  has  a  semi  diam- 
eter of  twelve  miles.  But  there  is  one  argument  decisive, 
without  entering  into  nice  mathematical  questions;  the 
line  to  be  the  dividing  line,  and  to  be  drawn  north  from 
Henlopen,  was  either  to  be  a  tangent,  or  intersecting 
from  that  circle;  and  if  the  radius  was  to  be  of  two  milea 
only,  it  would  neither  touch  nor  intersect  it,  but  go 
wide. 

<*  As  to  the  plaintiff's  estate  and  possession,  this  must 
concern  only  the  three  lower  counties,  which  plainly  pass- 
ed by  the  feoffment.  I  will  lay  aside  the  question  of 
e»ioppeif  which  is  a  nice  consideration;  for  the  Duke  of 
York,  being  then  in  nature  of  a  common  person,  wss  in 
a  condition  to  be  estopped  by  a  proper  instrument.  In 
1663,  the  Duke  of  York  takes  a  new  grant  from  the 
Crown;  and,  having  granted  before,  was  bound  to  make 
further  assurance,  for  the  improvements  made  by  Penn 
were  a  foundation  to  support  a  bill  in  equity  for  further 
assurance.  The  Duke  of  York,  therefore,  while  a  sub- 
ject, was  to  be  considered  as  a  trustee;  why  not  after- 
wards as  a  r»ya1  trustee?  1  will  not  decree  that  in  this 
court;  nor  is  it  necessary:  but  it  is  a  notion  established  in 
the  courts  of  revenue  by  modem  decisions,  that  the 
King  may  be  a  royal  trustee;  and  if  the  person  from 
whom  the  King  takes  by  descent  was  a  trustee,  there 
may  be  grounds  in  equity  to  support  that;  and  if  King 
James  II,  after  coming  to  the  Crown,  was  a  royal  trus- 
tee, his  successors  take  the  legal  estate  under  the  same 
equity;  and  it  is  sufficient  for  plaintiffs  if  they  have  an 
equitable  estate.  Then,  consider  this  in  point  of  posses- 
sion uf  the  Penns,  the  proof  of  which  is  very  clear;  they 
have  been  permitted  to  appoint  Governors  of  these  lower 
counties,  which  have  been  approved  by  the  Crown  ac- 
cording to  the  ststute  of  King  William.  Indeed,  all  the 
acts  of  possession  are  with  mIto  jure  to  the  Crown;  but 
the  evidence  for  defendants  amounts  to  this:  not  of  real 
possession  or  enjoyment,  but  of  attempts  to  take  posses- 
sion,  sometimes  by  force^  sometimes  by  inciting  people 
to  come  there;  otherwise  why  should  Lord  Baltimore 
grant  here  for  half  what  he  granted  in  other  places? 
which  shows  plainly  it  was  an  invitation  to  get  settlers 
under  their  title.  Now,  I  am  of  opinion  that  full  and  ac- 
tual possession  is  sufficient  title  to  maintain  a  suit  for 
settling  boundaries:  a  strict  title  is  never  entered  into  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  neither  ought  it.  But  what  ends  this 
point  of  wsnt  of  title  to  convey  is,  that  no  part  of  the 
lower  counties  is  left  to  be  conveyed  by  plaintiffs  to  de- 
fendant; so  that  nothing  being  to  pass  by  plaintiffs,  it  is 
not  material  whether  they  have  title  to  convey  or  not. 
But  now,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  of  two  great  territories 
held  of  the  Crown,  I  will  say,  once  for  all,  that  long 
possession  and  enjoyment,  peopling  and  cultivating  coun- 
tries, is  one  of  the  best  evidences  of  title  to  lands,  or  dis- 
tricts of  lands,  in  America,  that  can  be;  and  so  have  I 
thought  in  all  cases  since  1  have  served  the  Crown;  for 
the  great  beneficial  advantage  arising  to  the  Crown  for 
settling,  &c.,  is,  that  the  navigation  and  the  commerce  of 
this  country  is  thereby  improved.  Those  personr, 
therefore,  who  make  these  settlements,  ought  to  be  pro- 
tected in  the  possession,  so  far  as  law  and  equity  can) 
and  both  these  proprietors  appear  to  have  great  merit 
with  regard  to  the  Crown  and  the  public;  for  these  two 
provinces  have  been  improved  in  private  families  to  a 
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great  degree,  to  the  advantage  of  tlie  mother  country: 
this  regards  the  three  lower  counties,  the  strength  of 
which  is  vastly  on  the  side  of  the  plaintiffs.'* 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  the  title  of  William  Penn  to 
*<  three  lower  counties  upon  Delaware,"  under  the 
grants  from  the  Duke  of  York,  were  recognised  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  and  after  a  thorough  investigation 
by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  Under  this  decision, 
he  continued  to  hold  them  up  to  the  period  of  our  Revo- 
lution, when  sll  portions  not  previously  conveyed  passed 
immediately  to  the  State  of  Delaware.  That  State  has 
aver  since  claimed  and  exercised  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  this  territory.  She  has,  therefore,  not  only  a  good, 
but  the  best  possible  of  all  title*,  for  she  has  both  the 
right  and  the  possession  combined. 

Having  the  right,  she  chose,  for  wise,  and  national,  and 
patriotic  purposes,  to  transfer  it,  so  far  as  related  to  the 
island  in  question,  to  the  United  States.  She  did  so  on 
the  condition  before  stated,  that  the  United  States  should 
erect  and  maintain  certain  military  works  for  the  defence 
of  that  portion  of  our  common  country.  She  was  fully 
aware  of  the  importance  and  value  of  the  island  for  that 
purpose,  but  she  did  not  ask  or  accept  a  single  farthing 
for  it.  The  United  States  were  well  satisfied  with  her 
title  at  that  timei  and  if,  when  they  came  to  take  pos- 
session, they  found  Dr.  Gale  there,  (which  I  much 
doubt,)  he  was  there  sis  a  trespasser  and  an  intruder; 
for  he  did  not  pretend  to  clairt)  under  the  State  of  Del- 
aware, and  I  have  ahown,  I  think,  that  he  could  derive 
no  possible  title  from  New  Jersey. 

The  effort,  therefore,  to  awaken  public  sympathy  in 
his  behalf,  as  one  who  had  been  rudely  treated  by  the 
strong  arm  of  authority,  is  altogether  out  of  place. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  proceedings  to 
justify  it.  On  the  contrary,  if  there  be  any  one  who  has 
a  just  right  to  complain,  it  is  the  General  Government 
and  its  agents,  who  have  been  slandered  for  acts  which 
they  never  performed,  and  pursued  with  vexatious  de- 
mands which  have  no  foundation  in  equity  or  law. 

And  the  true  question  now  is,  will  you,  because  an 
individual  has  the  hardihood  to  lay  claim  to  property 
which  is  in  your  possession,  and  which  you  are  well  satis- 
fied lawfully  belongs  to  you,  pay  him  an  exorbitant  price 
to  compromise,  rather  than  send  him  to  the  courts  and  to  a 
trial  before  his  peers,  where  you  are  morally  certain  he 
cannot  recover?  Will  any  man  believe  that  if  the  claim- 
ant himself  had  the  slightest  confidence  in  the  strength 
of  his  title,  he  would  hesitate  about  adopting  this  course? 
With  a  verdict  in  his  favor,  how  differently  could  he  ap- 
peal to  this  House,  and  how  different  a  sum  might  he 
not  demand.  Sir,  it  is  because  he  knows  he  cantiot  re- 
cover in  a  court  of  law,  that  he  is  now  willing  to  come  be- 
fore Congres?,  and  run  the  risk  of  getting  what  he  asks 
or  taking  what  you  will  give. 

You  already  hold  his  agreement  to  part  with  any  or 
uhatever  title  he  may  possest*,  whenever  youHre  satisfied 
as  to  its  validity.  But  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
complains  that  you  will  not  pay  him  before  this  antece- 
dent condition  if  complied  with.  What,  1  ask,  is  there 
to  produce  this  conviction  in  your  minds?  What  is  the 
evidence  relied  upon?  Why,  simply  that  professional 
men  have  differed  in  their  opinions  as  to  the  right  of 
the  claimant.  But  is  not  the  weight  of  authority  all  one 
way?  For  while,  on  one  side,  you  have  nothing  but  the 
loose  and  ill-d  gested  brief  of  the  district  attorney  for 
the  New  Jersey  district,  together  with  the  doubts  of  the 
present  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  on  the 
other,  you  have  the  well«arranged  and  copious  argument 
of  the  late  celebrated  Caesar  A.  Uodney,  and  also  the 
lucid  and  unequiv  cal  opinion  of  the  equally  distin- 
guished and  much-lamented  William  Wirt,  when  he  was 
the  Attorney  General  oi  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances,  then,  can  you  8i<y,  uudcr 


this  man's  own  agreement,  that  the  condition  upon 
which  the  money  was  to  be  paid  has  been  fufilled?  It  is 
morally  impossible.  There  is  nothing,  literally  nothing, 
in  the  case  calculated  to  bring  your  minds  to  such  a  re- 
sult. Is  it,  therefore,  either  just  or  expedient  to  adopt 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  which  propose  to  allow  him 
not  merely  the  sum  he  originally  agreed  to  take,  but 
nearly  double  that  amount?  And  if  expedient  for  the 
United  States,  is  it  either  just  or  expedient  for  the  State 
of  Delaware,  from  whom  the  cession  of  this  island  was 
obtained,  and  whose  rights,  I  repeat,  may  be  seriously 
affected  by  your  giving  any  countenance  to  this  claim? 
As  her  representative  on  this  floor,  bound  at  all  times^ 
both  from  inclination  and  duty,  to  defend  her  interests^ 
I  protest  against  it — I  protest  against  any  action  on  the 
part  of  this  body,  which  shall  have  a  tendency,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  compromit  her  rights,  or  in  any  manner 
call  in  question  her  title  to  one  inch  of  her  territory. 
And,  sir,  I  trust  in  this  I  shall  find  myself  sustained  not 
only  by  all  those  gentlemen  who  are  the  advocates  of 
State  rights,  but  by  the  sober  judgment  of  the  whole 
House.  With  a  view  of  testing  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
I  shall  first  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tablet  And  if  I 
fail  in  this,  I  ahall  then  offer  a  resolution,  by  way  of 
amendment,  proposing  that  a  retrocession  of  this  island 
be  made  to  the  State  of  Delaware. 

When  Mr.  Millioait  had  concluded, 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  addressed  the  House  at  length  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  LANB  remarked  that  much  time  had  been  spent 
in  investigating  this  subject,  and  it  was  probable  that 
the  debate  would,  if  not  arrested,  be  continued  for  some 
time  to  come.  As  the  facts  were  all  before  the  Uouse« 
and  as  every  member  was  doubtless  prepared  to  vote  on 
the  bill,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays$  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Yeu  83,  nays  14. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  House  adjourn  { 
which  was  carried:  Teas  51,  nays  48}  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

MoHDAT,  Mat  30. 
ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  from 
the  Senate  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CRAIG  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  further  purpose  of  taking  up  and 
disposing  of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  fixing  a  day  for  the  consideration  of 
the  deposite  bill.  He  was  unwilling  to  fix  a  day  for  the 
adjournment  until  the  bills  to  which  he  had  referred 
were  acted  on. 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  a  call  of  the  House.    Lost. 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules,  together  with  the  amendment,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HIESTER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  not  ordered,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howell  pre- 
vailed: Yeas  81,  nays  56. 

INDEPENDENCE  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  STORER  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  pre- 
sent a  memorial,  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
his  district,  praying  Congress  to  recognise  the  independ- 
ence of  Tixas. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  S.  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule,  und  asked  for  the  )eas  and  nays;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  HARPER  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to 
suspend  the  rule  for  the  additional  purpose  of  allowing 


Digitized  byLnOOQlC 


4081 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4082 


Mat  30,  1836.] 


Dteiaion  of  the  Chair, 


[H.  ov  R. 


him  to  present  similar  memorials  from  citizens  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLMBORNTB,  of  Mississippi,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  this  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PARKS  then  withdrew  his  motion^  when 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  renewed  it,  and  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  sta- 
ted was  then  laid  on  the  table:  Yeas  116,  nays  52. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  permit  him  to  present  several  petitions. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected,  and  gave  notice  that  he  would 
not  consent  to  the  presentation  of  any  petition  out  of 
the  usual  order,  as  he  had  various  petitions  which  he 
wished  to  offer. 

DECISION  OF  THE  CHAIR. 

Mr.  CRAIG  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  until  one 
o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  fixing  a 
day  for  taking  up  and  disposing  of  the  bill  regulating 
the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  in  certain  local  banks. 

Mr.  OWENS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion  I  which  were  ordered. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Pattoit,  of  Virginia,  was 
called,  he  rose  and  asked  fo  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  demanded  that  the  question  should  now  be  taken 
on  his  application. 

Mr.  HAMER,  of  Ohio,  hoped  the  call  would  proceed, 
as  the  question  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
had  been  very  recently  decided. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  that  the  call  had  better  pro- 
ceed until  the  roll  was  called  through,  passing  over  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia;  and,  before  the  result  was  an- 
nounced, the  question  which  the  gentleman  wished  to 
make  could  be  raised. 

Mr.  PATTON  acquiesced  in  this  suggestion,  as  it  en- 
abled him  to  present  the  same  question,  substantially, 
which  he  had  indicated  his  purpose  to  make. 

The  roll  having  been  called  through. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  it  was  for  the  House  to  say 
whether  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  should 
be  decided  before  the  decision  of  the  Housewas  announced. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  wished  to  know  whether  the 
Speaker  adhered  to  the  decision  he  had  made  the  other 
day,  that  the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  main  question 
roust  be  reported  before  the  motion  of  a  member  to  be 
excused  from  voting  was  put  to  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  result  of  the  vote  just  taken  could 
not  be  changed  by  the  vote  of  the  gentleman  on  either  side. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  desired  a  decision  of  the  Chair, 
one  way  or  the  other,  on  the  question  he  had  made. 
He  could  not  consent  that  it  should  be  dodged  or  evaded, 
while  he  and  others  should  be  denounced  as  factious 
spirits  for  voting  against  a  decision  which  those  who 
made  and  sustained  it  would  not,  and  dared  not,  discuss. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  he  had  the  other  day  decided 
this  question,  and  his  decision  had  been  sustained  by  the 
House.  He  now  decided  that,  where  a  member  asked 
to  be  excused,  or  declined  voting,  the  rule  being  silent 
as  to  the  time  when  the  question  should  be  decided,  the 
result  of  the  vote  should  be  announced  before  the  ques- 
tion on  the  application  was  put.  If  a  contrary  practice 
prevailed,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  a  few  members 
to  arrest  the  decision  of  a  question.  In  this  case,  the 
result  could  not  be  varied  by  the  vote  of  the  gentleman; 
and  he  decided  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  an- 
nounce that  result,  leaving  the  question  on  the  gentle- 
•oian's  application  to  be  excused  for  the  subsequent  de- 
cision of  the  House.  , 

Mr.  PATTON  then  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  I 
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Chair,  and  was  proceeding  to  address  the  House  in  sup- 
port of  his  appeal,  when 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  rose  and  proposed  to  call 
fur  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and 
should  not  yield  it,  unless  the  gentleman  rose  to  a  qaea • 
tion  of  order.  He  said  he  was  pretty  well  apprized  of 
what  his  rights  were,  and,  with  the  blessing  of  Ood,  he 
meant  to  maintain  them. 

The  Chair  has  declared  (said  Mr.  P.)  the  question 
whether  he  should  be  excused  could  not  be  decided  un- 
til the  vote  of  the  House  had  been  declared.  I  mean  to 
show  that  the  decision  is  not  correct.  The  same  decis- 
ion had  been  made  a  few  days  ago  by  the  Speaker,  and 
sustained  by  the  House.  He  had,  with  forty-five  other 
gentlemen,  voted  aeainst  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on 
that  occasion,  and  he  had  made  this  question  at  thit 
time,  again,  for  the  purpose  of  having  an  opportunity  of 
vindicating  his  opinion  in  argument,  and  of  showing  that 
his  course  and  opinions  on  that  occasion  were  In  con- 
formity to  his  duty,  and  not  factious  or  anarchical,  as  had 
been  alleged.  As  to  the  particular  question  of  which  ha 
had  availed  himself  in  order  to  raise  the  point  upon  th« 
decision  of  the  Chair,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  voting  upon 
it.  But  no  other  means  were  left  to  him  of  bringpng  to 
the  deliberate  review  of  the  House  the  decision  mada 
the  other  day,  and  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  considered  as  a 
subversion  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  by  violating  the 
phiin  letter  and  spirit  of  one  of  their  roost  important  pro- 
visions.  He  wished  to  vindicate  the  cause  of  truth  and 
reason,  by  resisting  a  decision  which  bade  defiance  to 
both,  disappointing  the  purposes  for  which  tlie  rules 
were  made,  and  was  a  virtual  repeal  of  those  rules.  He 
made  it  now,  also,  because  it  afforded  him  the  only 
means  in  the  only  place  in  which,  consistently  with  his 
character  and  self-respect,  he  could  vindicate  himself* 
his  course,  and  motives,  from  the  most  recklessly  false 
and  slanderous  imputations  made  upon  them  in  the  pa- 
per of  the  official  printers  of  this  body,  who  were  sup- 
plied with  the  means  of  pouring  out  their  daily  torrent 
of  calumny  and  abuse  by  means  of  the  public  treasure 
paid  to  tliero  by  this  House  as  public  printers. 

When  several  honorable  roembers  of  this  House,  some 
days  ago,  had  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and 
others  declined  voting,  another  member,  [Mr.  Whit- 
TLXssT,  of  Ohio,]  in  the  exercise  of  his  unquestionable 
rights  as  a  member  of  this  House,  had  moved  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  similar  to  that  now  ap- 
pealed from.  We  were  compelled  to  express  our  opin- 
ions on  that  question,  whether  we  would  or  not$  we  had 
no  option  but  to  say,  upon  our  honor  as  gentlemen,  and 
our  conscientious  convictions  as  Representatives,  wheth- 
er the  rule  of  the  House  was  as  the  Speaker  said  it  was. 
And  those  of  us  who  were  of  opinion  that  the  Speaker 
had  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  rule,  who  knew  that  It 
was  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  only  precedent  that  we 
know  of,  for  thus  deciding  upon  this  mere  question  of 
order,  are  now  denounced  by  the  official  organs  of  this 
body  as  **  the  factious  spirits  of  the  House,''  engsged  in 
<*  a  joint  plot  to  unsettle  the  Government  and  disturb 
the  Union;"  as  those  «  who,  for  partisan  objects,  would 
revolutionize  the  principles  of  order  in  Congress  and  in 
the  Government;  who  would  throw  every  thing  into  an- 
archy," &c.  These  are  the  developments,  stupendous 
and  tremendous,  which  are  derived  from  the  fact  that, 
forty.five  or  six  gentlemen  happened  to  differ  from  the 
Speaker  on  a  mere  question  about  the  construction  of 
the  rules.  And,  besides  all  this,  1  suppose  we  are  now 
to  understand,  so  far  as  the  authority  of  three  self-con- 
stituted high  priests  of  republicanism  and  democracy 
(the  editors  of  the  Globe)  can  accomplish  it,  that  it  is 
henceforth  to  be  considered  ss  one  of  the  established 
canons  of  political  orthodoxy,  that  no  man  who  claims  to 
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be,  or  wiflbes  to  be  considered  a  republican,  must  dare 
to  vote  against  any  decision  of  a  party  Speaker,  be  it 
rigitt  or  wrong,  wise  or  unwise,  consistent  with  reason 
and  authority,  or  in  the  face  of  both;  and  this,  too,  when 
by  another  rule,  made  by  the  Speaker,  and  sustained  by 
the  House,  every  man's  mouth  is  gagged,  and  he  is  not 
allowed  to  justify  his  vote  by  argument.  I  say  all  this 
is  to  be  inferred,  because,  in  the  same  article  of  this  of- 
ficial organ  of  the  House,  it  is  said  that  there  is  but  one 
**  Btancb  republican  vote"  among  the  factious  forty-sixi 
and  it  is  more  than  insinuated  that  he,  too,  must  forfeit 
his  place  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  said  high  priests, 
unless  he  will  accept  the  apology  they  have  good-na* 
turedly  tendered  to  him,  viz:  *'  that  he  got  there  under 
fome  misconception  of  the  question. " 

Whether  that  honorable  gentleman  will  avail  himself 
of  this  apology,  and  feel  flattered  by  the  left-handed 
compliment  he  has  received,  [  know  not.  For  myself, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  feel  much  more  hon- 
ored by  the  abuse  and  denunciation  I  have  received, 
than  I  should  be  by  such  a  compliment  from  any  quarter, 
•od  especially  from  such  a  source  as  this  proceeds  from. 
I  have  furthermore  been  induced,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
raise  this  question  of  order,  because  I  know  the  fact 
.that  some  honorable  gentlemen,  whose  republicanism 
•nd  democracy  will  stand  the  test  of  the  latest  and  most 
approved  standard,  which  will  not  even  be  questioned 
by  the  great  Globe  itself,  for  they  have  all  the  attributes 
x>f  a  democrat,  and  especially  that  one  thing  needful, 
(being  in  favor  of  a  particular  gentleman  for  the  presi- 
dency,) which  will,  m  the  opinion  of  certain  editors,  in 
jlhe  twinkling  of  an  eye,  quick  as  the  touch  of  the  wand 
of  a  magician,  convert  the  most  discordant  political  ele- 
-ments  into  one  homogeneous  mass  of  democracy.  I  say 
J  know  that  there  are  such  honorable  gpentlemen  on  this 
jloor,  who  voted  to  sustain  the  Speaker's  decision,  who, 
•^fter  a  little  reflection,  became  satisfied  that  they  had 
^llen  into  ao  error^  and  that  the  Speaker's  decision  was 
wrong,  and  ought  to  be  reversed.  I  trust  and  believe 
jthat,  upon  this  question  being  deliberately  considered 
#nd  discussed,  many  others  will  be  found  who  will  be 
convinced,  of  their  error,  and  have  firmness  and  inde- 
pendence enough  to  avow  it 

Mr.  Pattov  said  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  making  a 
parade  of  professions  of  democracy  or  republicanism; 
ready  at  all  proper  times  and  places  to  give  a  frank  dis- 
closure of  his  opinions  and  principles  as  to  men  and 
measures  to  those  who  have  a  right  to  know  them,  he 
.left  it  to  them  to  call  him  "  democrat,"  *<  republican,"  or 
whatever  else  they  please.  I  disclaim  and  disavow  (said 
Mr.  P.)  any  inference  from  my  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
comparative  merits  and  claims  of  the  different  candidates 
for  the  presidency,  whatever  they  may  be,  (and  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  mean  to  make  any  avowal  of  them  here  and 
now,)  upon  any  votes  I  give  here  upon  any  question 
whatever.  I  have  decided,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so, 
every  question  which  I  may  be  called  on  to  decide,  upon 
its  own  merits,  without  regard  to  its  effect  upon  the 
prospects  and  success  of  any  aspirant  or  any  party  i  and 
when  the  time  comes  that  I  can  be  induced  to  vote  here 
upon  questions  of  constitutional  law  or  practical  policy 
in  the  administration  of  the  affiiirs  of  the  Government, 
or  upon  the  interpretation  of  the  rules  established  for 
the  government  of  the  House,  not  in  conformity  with 
the  convictions  of  my  own  judgment  and  reason,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  behests  and  dictation  of  party  leaders  and 
editors,  and  for  the  accomplishment  or  mere  party  ob- 
jects, I  should  feel  that  I  was  sunk  into  the  depths  of 
political  prostitution,  and  the  high-minded  and  intelligent 
people  I  represent  would  feel  that  I  was  unworthy  to 
represent  them.  Just  as  certainly  aa  (I  am  proud  to  say) 
if  they  desired  a  represenUtive  such  as  1  have  described, 
they  know  me  well  enough  to  know  that  I  am  not  their 


man;  I  do  not  believe  they  ever  will  wish  themselves  so 
represented. 

When  this  question  of  order  was  pending  a  few  days 
ago,  by  another  construction  of  the  rules  of  the  House, 
made  by  the  Speaker,  and  sustained  by  the  House,  that 
no  debate  could  be  permitted  upon  a  question  of  order 
arising  incidentally  after  the  previous  question  had  been 
sustained,  the  mouth  of  every  roan  who  dissented  was 
closed,  and  no  one  allowed  to  argue  against  the  decision. 
Sir,  this  is  another  invention  of  the  present  session;  an 
entire  novelty  in  the  practice  and  order  of  the  House. 
You  know  as  well  as  I  do,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  on  many 
occasions  since  you  and  I  have  been  members  of  thi« 
House,  questions  of  order  have  been  debated,  during 
the  administration  of  both  your  predecessors,  after  the 
previous  question  had  been  called  on  the  main  question; 
and  it  never  entered  into  the  imagination  of  any  man  to 
conceive  that  we  could  not  debate  a  question  of  order 
under  the  operation  of  a  rule  which  merely  forbids  de« 
bate  upon  the  main  question.  I  know,  sir,  that  a  late 
Speaker  of  this  House  (Mr.  Stevenson)  considers  this 
decision  as  an  innovation  upon  the  rules  and  constant 
practice  of  the  House.  At  the  very  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, upon  an  appeal  taken  by  myself  from  the  decision 
of  Mr.  Speaker  Bbll,  it  was  decided  upon  yeas  and  nays 
that  it  was  in  'Order  to  move  a  call  of  the  House  after  th# 
previous  question  had  been  demanded.  That  appeal 
was  debated  for  hours.  You,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe, 
as  well  as  myself,  took  part  in  that  debate.  Mr.  Bsli 
made  that  decision,  contrary  to  his  own  opinion,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  decision  made  by  Mr.  Stevenson  at  a  pre- 
vious session,  when  Mr.  Stevenson's  decision  was  sus- 
tained by  a  majority  of  two  upon  a  sort  of  vote  which  I 
always  blush  to  see  upon  such  a  question  as  this— >l  mean 
a  atrictly  party  vote,  with  the  exception  of  some  seven 
or  eight  of  those  who  were  called  administration  men.  I 
was  one  of  that  seven  or  eight,  and,  on  my  appeal,  as  I 
have  before  said,  the  decision  was  reversed.  Mr.  Ste- 
venson confined  his  denial  of  the  right  to  move  a  call  of 
the  House  to  the  particular  stage  of  a  demand  of  the 
previous  question  before  it  was  ascertained  whether  it 
was  seconded.  He  eipressly  admitted  it  was  in  order 
after  the  motion  was  seconded,  and  after  it  was  ordered 
that  the  main  question  should  be  now  put;  and,  until  this 
session,  no  man  ever  questioned  that  the  pendency  of 
the  previous  question  did  not  preclude  debate  upon  any 
incidental  question  of  order. 

The  question  decided  by  Mr.  Stevenson  was  made 
during  the  panic  session,  as  it  has  been  called,  when 
parties  were  divided  and  classified  according  to  their 
opinions  upon  the  questions  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  I  voted  against  his  decision,  because 
I  thought  it  was  wrong;  and  the  fact  that  almost  the 
entire  body  of  the  friends  of  the  administration  voted 
the  other  way  was  a  matter  of  mere  indifference  to  roe. 
In  so  far  as  I  sustained  the  administration  in  that  strug- 
gle, I  sustained  it  because  in  doing  so  I  was  sustaining^ 
as  1  then  thought  and  now  think,  the  true  principles  of 
the  constitution  and  the  Just  authoritv  of  the  laws;  and 
whenever  any  measure  or  mea&ures  of  this  or  any  other 
administration  shall  be,  according  to  my  judgment,  con- 
stitutional and  expedient,  they  wiU  have  my  support. 
So  far  I  have  sustained  this,  and  will  sustain  any  other 
administration;  and  beyond  this  I  have  not  and  will  not 
support  any. 

Mr.  P.  further  said  that  he  did  not  flatter  himself  that 
he  should  succeed  in  persuading  the  House  to  reverae 
its  decision.  He  knew  well  the  effect  of  the  pride  of 
consistency  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  who  have  already 
voted  once  on  the  question.  In  addition  to  this,  he  wae 
aware  that  many  gentlemen,  especially  new  members, 
who  were  not  familiar  with  the  operations  of  our  rulei^ 
strongly  inclined,  as  a  matter  of  courset  to  sustain  the 
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deciiion  of  (he  presiding  officer,  especially  when  there 
are  any  even  plausible  aMmenta  in  support  of  the  de- 
cision. He  did  not  complain  of  this.  It  was  natural;  it 
was  right  I  he  fell  and  acted  upon  it  himself  in  many 
cases.  He  believed  that  the  Speaker  knew  well  that  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had  never  desired  to  embarrass  him  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  arduous  and  difficult  duties;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  he  had  on  many  occasions  given  him  proof 
of  liis  anxiety  to  support  and  sustain  him,  whenever  he 
could  do  so.  It  alwsys  gave  him  much  more  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  agree  with  the  Speaker  than  to  differ.  There 
were  no  considerations,  personal  or  political,  that  pre- 
vented him  from  doing  so. 

In  addition  to  other  things  which  prevent  me  from 
expecting  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  House  now,  I 
apprehend  much  the  effect  of  the  terror  of  party  denun- 
ciation.  There  may  be,  too,  some  who  think  that  it  is 
right  and  justifiable  to  act  upon  party  grounds  on  such 
questions  as  this.  Of  course,  they,  from  convictions  of 
party  obligation  and  allegiance,  will  be  wholly  inaccessi- 
ble to  the  convictions  of  reason  and  argument.  Besides, 
sir,  I  am  bound  to  believe,  and  do  beFieve,  that  gentle- 
men may,  from  as  honest  and  deliberate  a  conviction  that 
it  is  right,  as  I  claim  mine  to  be  that  it  is  wrong,  adhere 
to  their  vote  in  support  of  the  Speaker's  decision. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  decision  is  erro- 
neous. The  question  arises  under  the  28th  rule,  in 
these  words: 

"  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House  when  the 
question  is  put  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  House,  for 
special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him. 

The  House  is  to  decide  whether  the  member  shall  be 
excused  from  voting.  When  shall  it  so  decide?  When 
the  question  is  put,  and  the  member  is  called  on  to  vote^ 
or  when  the  qestion  is  not  put,  and  he  is  not  called  on 
to  vote?  When,  if  not  excused,  his  vote  may  be  counted 
so  as  to  affect  the  result;  or  after  the  question  is  decided, 
and,  according  to  established  rule,  the  member  cannot 
vote  if  he  would f  Shall  it  be  decided  when  the  question 
is  depending;  or  when  the  matter  is  ended,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  be  voted  on  to  which  the  decision  upon  his 
appfication  to  be  excused  can  apply?  Sir,  these  are  only 
different  modes  of  stating  the  questions  arising  upon  this 
appeal;  and  to  state  the  questions  is  to  indicate  the  only 
answers  that  can  be  given,  and  they  carry  with  them  the 
plain  refutation  of  the  Speaker's  decision,  by  showing 
the  absurdities  to  which  it  leads. 

If  the  question  whether  the  member  shall  vote  is  not 
decided  until  the  result  is  announced,  it  is  then  useless 
to  decide  it  at  all,  because  the  judgment  of  the  House 
has  been  entered,  the  decision  of  the  question  is  made 
and  recorded,  the  bill  or  resolution  is  passed;  and  what 
difference  does  it  then  make  whether  he  is  excused  or 
not? 

Some  three  or  four  gentlemen  the  other  day  declined 
voting,  and  some  asked  to  be  excused.  Suppose  the 
vote  upon  the  passage  of  the  resolution  had  been  a  close 
one,  and  tliat  the  votes  of  these  gentlemen  would  decide 
the  question  either  way,  according  to  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  it  must  be  decided  that  the  resolution  is  passed 
or  is  rejected;  and  then  we  are  to  decide  whether  the 
House  will  agree  that  they  shall  be  excused  from  voting. 
Why,  sir,  according  to  your  decision,  they  have  been 
permitted  not  to  vote;  they  have  been  excused,  or 
rather  prevented,  from  voting,  not  by  the  judgment  of 
the  House  that  they  shall  be  excused,  but  by  preventing 
the  House  from  passing  upon  the  question. 

The  rule  requires  every  man  to  vote.  There  can  be 
no  decision  of  the  House  until  every  roan  bound  to  vote 
does  vote,  or  until  he  peremptorily  refuses.  A  decision 
of  any  question,  without  the  vote  of  every  member  who 
18  required  to  vote,  is  not  the  decision  of  the  House;  and  I 
who  IS  bound  to  vote  can  only  be  determined  after  the  I 


House  has  passed  upon  the  question  of  excusing  every 
one  who  asks  to  be  excused. 

Suppose  that  so  many  members  ask  to  be  excused  as  that 
those  who  do  vote  are  less  than  a  quorum — and  this  is  by 
no  means  an  extreme  case,  for  many  questions  have  been 
taken  this  session,  when  the  refusal  of  very  few  membert 
would  have  left  less  than  a  quorum.  What  would  yoa 
do,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  under  your  decision?  Tou  have 
a  quorum  present;  you  must  go  on  with  business;  and 
yet,  upon  your  decision,  you  could  do  no  business. 

In  short,  sir,  the  effect  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair  i% 
that  no  man  shall  vote  who  asks  to  be  excused;  while  the 
rule  is  express  that  every  man  shall  vote  unless  exctited 
by  the  House. 

But  we  are  met  with  a  precedent.  I  am  not  one  of 
those,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  allow  themselves  to  be  govern* 
ed  by  precedent  against  their  own  clear  convictions  of 
right  and  reason.  I  was  one  of  those  who  stood  by  this 
administration  in  the  violent  struggle  through  which  W6 
have*  just  passed  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
which  I  believe  to  be  unconstitutional,  although  there 
were  precedents  in  its  favor  at  various  stages  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  by  all  parties.  However,  some  gentlemerf 
may  respect  a  precedent  more  than  I  do,  and  I  will  there- 
fore examine  this  famous  precedent,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  used.  After  having  from  one  day  to 
another  to  examine  the  question,  the  Speaker,  who 
seems  to  have  some  absolution  from  the  rules  which  Are 
applied  to  the  members  on  this  floor,  comes  into  th^ 
House  and  decides  the  question,  and  proceeds  to  make 
a  speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  refers  to  this  prece- 
dent, describes  it  as  a  direct  authority  in  favor  of  the 
decision  he  was  about  to  pronounce,  and  that  the  course 
he  should  take  was  in  conformity  to  the  proceedingi  of 
the  House  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams  in  1832.  We,  sir. 
who  knew  that  this  precedent  was  against  the  Speaker's 
decision,  were  gagged.  That  rule  against  debating  « 
question  of  order  pending  the  previous  question,  which 
T  have  before  referred  to,  was  rigidly  enforced;  and  the 
reading  even  of  the  journal  containing  the  precedent 
was  not  allowed.  I  dare  say  some  gentlemen  voted  in 
favor  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair  in  consequence  of 
this  alleged  precedent;  and  I  desire  the  attention  of 
every  man  who  is  really  disposed  dispassionately  to  de- 
cide this  question,  and  feels  himself  open  to  conviction, 
while  I  examine  this  precedent. 

It  is  amazing  how  any  one  who  had  seen  and  read 
this  journal  could  come  into  this  House  and  refer  to  this 
case  as  an  authority  in  favor  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
He  roust  have  seen  and  known,  if  he  read  the  journal, 
that  the  precedent,  or  example  rather,  of  the  House  in 
1833,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adaros,  was  precisely  and  ex- 
actly a  precedent  or  example  against  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.  No  man  shall  hereafter  pretend  the  contrary, 
without  being  convicted  of  deliberate  misrepresentation. 

I  read  from  the  journal: 

<*The  previous  question  having  been  sustained, 

"The  main  question  was  then  stated  from  the  Chair, 
viz:  Will  the  House  agree  to  the  resolution  moved  by 
Mr.  Bates,  of  Maine? 

"  Whereupon,  the  Clerk  having  commenced  calling 
the  roll  in  the  order  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  House, 
called  the  name  of  John  Q.  Adams;  thereupon, 

<*Mr.  Adams  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the 
said  resolution,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  a  paper  hsnd- 
ed  to  the  Clerk,  which  was  read,  in  the  following  words: 
■*  I  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the  resolution,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  unconstitutional,"  &c.  &c.  [(  omit  the 
rest  of  the  reasons.] 

*<And  on  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  Adams  be  excused 
from  voting  on  the  question' 

'<  It  wa$  decided  in  the  negative. 

**  The  question  was  then  pronounced  from  the  Chair, 
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•nd  the  Clerk  was  again  ordered  to  call  the  roll;  and 
having  called  the  name  of  John  Q.  Adamv,  Mr.  Adama 
laid  *'I  decline  to  answer." 

««A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Davenport,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  application  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

•*  And  OQ  the  question,  Will  the  House  reconsider  the 
said  vote? 

«<  It  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas  59,  nays  74. 
[Here  follow  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  it  is  not  necessary, 
of  course,  to  read  them.] 

«  The  putting  of  the  said  main  question  was  then  re« 
aumed,  and,  by  direction  of  the  Speaker,  the  Clerk  again 
called  the  name  of  John  Q.  Adams,  and  no  response 
being  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  in  his  seat  in  the 
House, 

*'  Mr.  Drayton  moved  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

•*  Buolvedf  That  John  Quincy  Adams,  a  member  from 
Massachusetts,  in  refusing  to  vote  when  his  name  was 
called  by  the  Clerk,  after  tlie  House  had  rejected  his  ap- 
plication to  be  excused  from  voting  for  reasons  assigned 
by  him,  haa  committed  a  breach  of  one  of  the  rules  of 
the  House. 

**  Retohtdt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  and  reporting  to  this  House  the 
course  which  it  ought  to  adopt  in  a  case  so  novel  and  im- 
portant. 

**The  said  resolutions  were  read{  and,  af\er  debate 
thereupon, 

"  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wayne,  that  the  further 
considerstion  of  the  said  resolutions  be  postponed  until 
to-morrowf  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

**  And  the  Clerk  proceeded  in  the  call  of  the  roll,  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Bates,  of  Maine." 

All  this,  it  is  seen,  took  place  after  «the  Clerk  had 
commenced  calling  the  roll,*'  and  before  any  other  name 
than  that  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called.  And  this  is  the  pre- 
cedent solemnly  quoted  by  the  Chair  as  in  point  for  his 
decision  that  the  main  (juestion  must  be  decided  before 
the  question  upon  excusing  a  member  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  House. 

The  resolutions  offered  by  Colonel  Drayton  having  been 
postponed,  I  have  not  examined  what  became  of  them, 
as  it  does  not  affect  at  all  the  question  I  am  debating,  or 
the  question  on  which  I  voted  the  other  day,  or  that  now 
to  be  decided.    Let  us  proceed  with  the  journal. 

"  During  the  call,  Mr.  Daniel  moved  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  the  question,  but  his  motion  was  refused 
by  the  House t  and,  thereupon,  his  name  was  called,  and 
be  gave  his  vote. 

"The  name  of  Elisha  Whittlesey  being  called,  he 
asked  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  the  question,  be- 
cause the  fesolution  assumes  the  existence  of  facts  not 
proven,  nor  attempted  to  be  proven.  His  request  was 
also  refused  by  the  Housei  and  his  name  being  called, 
he  gave  his  vote. 

•<  The  call  having  been  finished,  there  appeared  for 
the  resolution  93,  against  it  44. 

*<  And  so  the  House  resolved,"  &c. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  clear  that  the  decision  of  the  Speaker, 
so  far  from  being  warranted  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams,  is  directly  in  the  teeth 
of  that  proceeding.  That,  Instead  of  Mr.  Adams's  sp- 
plication  to  be  excused  from  voting  being  postponed  un- 
til the  main  question  was  decided,  or  even  until  the  roll 
was  called  through,  it  was  voted  upon  by  the  House  im- 
mediately upon  his  asking  to  be  excused.  And  the 
House  twice  solemnly  decided  that  he  should  not  be  ex- 
cused; and  his  name  was  solemnly  called  three  times  be- 
fore the  calling  of  the  roll  was  proceeded  in.  It  further 
appears  that,  in  the  case  of  two  other  gentlemen  who 
asked  to  be  excused,  the  question  upon  excusing  them 


was  taken  upon  each,  respectively,  as  bis  name  was  called, 
and  before  proceeding  in  the  qgll. 

When  Mr.  Adams  peremptorily  refused  to  vote,  there 
was  obviously  great  difficulty  in  the  House  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  done.  His  vote  could  not  be  obtained,  and 
then  the  only  thing  that  could  be  done  was  to  decide 
what  punishment  the  House  would  inflict.  This  ques- 
tion was  postponed  to  a  subsequent  period,  as  it  was  not 
at  all  necessary  or  proper  to  postpone  the  decision  of  the 
main  question  until  the  recusant  member  was  punished 
for  contumacy.  Every  allegation  or  intimation  that  I 
have  given  any  vote,  or  entertained  any  wish,  to  embar- 
rass or  delay  the  decision  of  the  House  on  the  slavery 
question,  by  interposing  a  trial  of  Mr.  Wiss,  or  any 
body  else,  for  refusing  to  vote,  is  absolutely  and  wilfully 
false.  There  were  three  gentlemen  who  asked  to  be 
excused,  and  it  is  probsble  that  they  [Mr.  Glascock, 
Mr.  PicKSHS,  and  Mr.  Uobirtsoh]  would  have  beeo 
excused;  or,  if  not,  would  have  voted.  The  House  haa 
been  prevented,  by  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  from 
deciding  what  it  was  their  express  duty,  under  the  rule, 
to  decide.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  the  other 
two  named,  have  been  deprived  of  their  right  to  vote, 
and  exempted  from  the  duty  of  voting,  if  the  House  had 
deemed  their  reasons  for  not  voting  insufficient;  and  thia 
decision  was  defended  by  the  Speaker  in  his  remarks, 
when  it  was  made,  exclusively,  according  to  my  recol- 
lection, on  the  authority  of  the  precedent  in  1832,  to 
which  no  man  was  permitted  to  reply;  and  now,  when 
the  precedent  is  examined,  it  contains  the  plain  proof 
that,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams  and  those  of  two  other 
gentlemen,  the  action  of  the  House  is  in  direct  conflict 
with  the  Speaker's  decision,  and  sustains  precisely  and 
exactly  the  construction  of  the  rule  which  I  voted  for. 

There  is  another  curious  fact  in  connexion  with  thia 
decision  of  the  Chair.  Whether,  upon  further  reflec- 
tion, it  was  found  that  the  precedent  would  not  answer* 
and  that,  having  served  its  turn  of  producing  a  vote  of 
the  House  inUvorofthe  Speaker's  decision,  it  would 
be  too  much  to  enter  such  a  reason  upon  the  journal— 
whether  this  is  so  or  not  I  do  not  know.  But  certain  it 
is,  that  this  onlv  reason  advanced  by  the  Speaker,  and 
for  thinkmg  which  insufficient  the  bandogs  and  blood- 
hounds of  party  are  let  loose  to  bark  at  our  heels,  and 
fly  at  our  throats,  is  abandoned  by  the  Speaker  himself, 
and  a  new  reason  entered  upon  the  journal.  This  new 
reason,  after  thought  of,  is,  that  if  the  Speaker's  de- 
ciaion  is  reversed,  and  a  contrary  practice  prevailed,  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  a  few  members  to  arrest  the 
decision  of  a  question;  that,  in  this  case,  the  result  could 
not  be  varied  by  the  vote  of  the  gentleman;  and  that  it 
waa  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  announce  that  result,  and 
leave  the  application  to  be  excused  for  the  future  de- 
cision of  the  House.  Now,  sir,  the  precedent  of  1832 
is  equally  in  conflict  with  this  new  reason  of  the  Chair. 
There,  the  vote  upon  excusing  members  who  asked  to 
be  excused  waa  taken  before  the  Speaker  could  possi- 
bly know  whether  the  result  would  be  affected  by  the 
votes  of  those  asking  to  be  excused,  and,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  result  in  that  caae  could  not  be  affected,  yet 
the  vote  was  taken  before  the  decision  was  made. 

This  reason  of  the  Speaker  seems  to  be  the  founda- 
tion, and  to  have  given  countenance  to  the  denunciation 
oflhyself  and  those  who  voted  with  me,  as  the  ••fac- 
tious spirits  of  the  House,"  whose  design  was  to  prevent 
any  decision  upon  the  abolition  subject,  by  raising  ques- 
tion after  question  to  be  excused  from  voting,  ad  viflni" 
turn—tin  imputation,  I  have  no  doubt,  wholly  unfounded, 
and  even  ludicrously  false,  in  regsrd  to  every  man  who 
voted  against  the  Speaker's  decision.  But  what  sort  of 
a  reason  is  it  to  be  ^iven  for  construing  a  rule  of  the 
House,  even  if  there  were  such  ••factious  spirits"  in 
I  the  Housed    That  might  be  a  ground  for  changing  the 
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rale— for  abolishing;  that  wbieh  existed,  and  maVing;  a 
a  new  one— but  surely  it  cannot  justify  the  Speaker  or 
the  House  in  violating  the  existing  rule,  or  giving  a  con- 
struction to  it  in  direct  opposition  to  its  letter  and  spirit, 
and  to  the  practice  of  the  House  on  a  former  occasion. 
This  argument,  if  it  must  be  called  an  argument,  pro* 
ceeds  upon  the  assumption  that  there  are,  or  may  be, 
members  in  this  House  factious  enough,  or  foolish  enough, 
or  vile  enough,  to  raise  question  after  question,  and  to 
bang  one  question  upon  another,  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  prevent  a  decision.  If  such  a  temper  existed 
with  any  number  of  members,  or  even  any  one  member, 
you  cannot  prevent  such  a  result  by  your  decision.  1  will 
prove  to  you,  and  in  a  way  which  you  vannot  deny,  that, 
if  there  be  one  single  member  who  is  wicked  and  factious 
enough  to  pursue  such  a  course,  he  can  prevent  you  from 
taking  the  question,  even  after  the  previous  question  has 
been  ordered^  and  this,  too,  only  by  making  motions, 
which  are  undoubtedly  in  order,  from  day  to  day  until 
the  end  of  the  session.  Suppose  the  previous  question 
ordered:  the  member  gets  up  and  moves  that  the  House 
adjourn f  you  must  put  the  question i  it  is  decided  against 
him{  he  then  moves  a  call  of  the  House,  which  he  has 
a  right  to  do,  as  solemnly  settled  by  the  House  last  ses- 
sion; it  is  decided  against  him.  He  then  moves  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table,  which  you  have  repeatedly  admitted 
this  session  to  be  in  order;  it  is  decided  against  him.  He 
then  moves  again  to  adjourn,  and  goes  through  the  same 
circle  of  questions  ad  infinitum.  You  cannot  prevent 
him  as  long  as  the  rules  remain  unchanged,  and  he  re- 
mains a  member.  All  the  motions  I  have  stated  are 
clearly  in  order;  how  long  they  will  be  allowed  to  re- 
main so,  God  only  knows.  It  is  as  easy  to  repeal  them 
by  a  decision  of  the  Chair  as  it  has  been  to  repeal  the 
right  to  debate  questions  of  order,  or  the  rule  which 
requires  every  member  to  vote  unless  excused.  None 
of  our  rules  are  framed  upon  the  presumption  of  there 
being  members  disposed  so  grossly  to  abuse  their  privi- 
leges. And  the  possibility  of  such  abuse,  or  the  actual 
fact  of  abuse,  can  never  justify  you  in  depriving  a  mem- 
ber of  rights  secured  to  him  by  the  existing  rules,  though 
you  may  change  the  rule  or  punish  the  member  for  shame- 
fVilly  annoying  the  House  under  a  perverted  use  of  hia 
privileges. "  Sir,  this  notion  about  a  few  members  being 
able  to  prevent  a  decision  being  a  reason  in  support  of 
the  Speaker's  decision,  is  a  mere  pretext,  having  no  force 
in  sound  reasoning,  and  no  foundation  in  fact,  in  regard 
to  the  particular  case  to  which  it  was  applied.  If  such  a 
disposition  had  existed,  it  could  have  been  gratified  in 
several  ways,  within  the  rules  of  order.  That  no  such 
means  were  resorted  to,  of  itsdf  falsifies  the  gross  and 
wanton  imputation  made  upon  those  who  voted  against 
the  Speaker's  decision. 

I  regret  that  I  have  felt  myself  compelled,  in  vindica* 
tjon  of  myself  from  the  denunciation  to  which  I  have 
been  exposed,  to  renew  this  question.  I  could  in  no  oth- 
er way  sustain  my  opinions  in  argument.  The  making  of 
this  motion  may  be  made  the  ground  of  new  imputations 
of  a  factious  spirit.  They  may  be  made  with  full  as 
much  truth  as  those  already  indulged  in.  This  motion, 
too,  will  afford  an  opportunity  to  those  who  were  mis- 
led in  the  former  vote,  and  are  now  satisfied  of  their  er- 
ror, to  do  homage  to  truth  and  reason,  and  manifest  their 
firmness  and  independence,  and  their  scorn  of  party 
denunciation  and  partisan  dictation. 

I  have  another  word  to  say.  Those  of  us  who  voted 
ajgainat  the  decision  of  the  Chair  have  been  charged  with 
doing  so  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  open  and  prevent- 
ing the  settlement  of  the  abolition  subject.  The  false- 
hood of  this  imputation  is  notorious  to  every  man  in  this 
House,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  have  differed  with 
the  majority  of  this  House  as  to  the  beat  means  of  dispo- 
mog  oftbe  questions  that  have  arisen.  I  believe  that  the 


course  which  has  been  pursued  is  a  substantial  surrender, 
of  the  rights'  and  security  from  attack  of  the  Southern 
country  on  that  subject.  The  outworks  of  ourdefencet 
have  been  given  up  to  the  abolitionists,  and  the  door  is 
left  open  through  which,  one  day  or  other,  the  citadel  it- 
self will,  I  fear,  be  dangeroualy  assailed.  But  the  rosjor- 
ity  thought  otherwise.  I  make  no  imputation  upon 
their  motives;  time  will  show  whose  course  was  most, 
wise.  And  as  to  the  particular  imputation,  that  I  wished, 
by  voting  against  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  to  reopen 
the  question,  to  keep  up  excitement,  it  is  shown  to  be  wan- 
tonly and  shamefully  gratuitous  by  the  fact  that,  on  the 
very  day  when  that  question  was  taken,  I  made  two  dis- 
tinct motions  for  the  express  purpose  of  disposing  of  the 
subject,  and  ending  it  finally  on  that  day.  First,  I 
moved  to  suspend  ihe  rules  to  go  on  with  it  when  the 
orders  of  the  day  were  called;  and  afterwards,  when  a 
gentleman  from  New  York  bad  made  a  motion  which 
would  only  have  postponed  the  (questions  as  to  these 
gentlemen  who  had  declined  voting  for  a  few  days,  t 
asked  him  to  yield  me  the  floor  for  the  purpoae  of  mov- 
ing a  postponement  until  the  1st  day  of  August— in  other 
words,  an  indefinite  postponement. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  motives  and  conduct  of  members  on*, 
this  floor  may  be  misrepresented  and  perverted  by  those 
who  are  under  no  restraint  from  either  truth  or  decency.* 

The  SPEAKER  atated  the  grounds  of  his  decision  to 
the  House,  substantially  to  the  following  effect: 

In  giving  bia  decision  on  a  former  day,  when  the  same 
guestion  of  construction  of  the  rules,  now  raised,  was 
nrst  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  he  had  stated  a 
case  which  might  arise,  as  afi  illustration  of  what  would 
be  the  practical  operation  of  the  rules,  under  a  contrary 
decision  from  that  which  he  had  given.  The  case  sup- 
posed, for  the  purpose  of  illustration  merely,  was  not  ap- 

*  On  the  question,  **  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  those  who  voted 
in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Boul- 
din,  Bovee,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  CushinRr,  Cushman, 
Deberry,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Fry,  P.  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Haroer^ 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Hies- 
ter;  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  W.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jackson,  Jarvis,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones, 
Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Laporte,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A. 
Mann,  J.  Mann,  Manin,  May,  McKeon,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Ow- 
ens, Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin  Fierce, 
D.  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Scbenck,  Seymour,  W.  B. 
Shepard,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler,  Speight,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks— 
108. 

I'hose  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 

Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Ashley,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond, 
Borden,  G.  Chambers,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cor- 
win,  Darlington,  Denny,  Everett,  Forester,  J.  Gartand,  ' 
Granger,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hazel- 
tine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lyon,  8.  Ma- 
son, Maury,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mor- 
ris, Fatten,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Reed,  Hencher, 
Robertson,  Russell,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams, 
Wiae-6l. 
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plied  to  any  iDembert  of  the  Honse,  as  teemed  to  have 
been  ioferredi  and  it  was  due  no  less  to  the  House  than 
to  himself  that  he  should  seise  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
claim (and  be  took  p«at  pleasure  in  doing  so)  any  in- 
tention of  having  imputed  improper  motives  to  anytion- 
orable  members  of  that  honorable  body.  He  did  not 
say  on  that  occasion,  nor  did  he  mean  to  be  understood 
n  saying,  that  any  members  of  that  honorable  House 
were  factious,  or  would  be  influenced  by  any  other  than 
proper  motives,  and  their  own  sense  of  public  duty. 
He  wss  endeavoring  to  show  simply  that,  under  a  decis- 
ion contrary  to  that  which  he  had  made,  the  effect  might 
be  (be  did  not  say  it  would  be)  to  suspend,  if  not  to  put 
a  stop  to,  the  transaction  of  the  public  business.  He 
had  also,  in  giving  that  decision,  referred  to  the  case 
which  had  occurred  in  1833,  as  he  now  referred  to  it, 
for  the  single  purpose  of  showing  that,  in  that  case,  the 
vote  of  the  House  was  declared,  and  the  decision  made 
upon  the  question  pending  before  it,  without  the  vote 
of  the  member  who  did  not  vote,  and  who  asked  to  be 
excused. 

[Mr.  AnAMS  here  asked,  if  the  Speaker  was  going  on 
to  argue  that  precedent,  if  he  could  be  permitted  to  an- 
•wer?] 

The  Speaker  proceeded  to  examine  the  precedent, 
i(nd  to  state  the  proceedings  in  the  case,  as  they  ap- 
peared on  the  journal,  to  show  that  the  House,  without 
the  vote  of  the  member  who  had  asked  to  be  excused, 
(and  though  his  request  to  be  excused  from  voting  bad 
been  refused,)  did,  notwithstanding,  proceed  to  call  the 
roll  through,  and  pronounce  the  decision.  In  that  case, 
the  decision  of  the  House  was  declared  upon  a  very  im- 
portant question— a  question  of  no  less  importance  than 
a  resolution  declaring  that  one  of  the  members  of  the 
House  '<  merited  the  decided  censure  of  the  House (" 
and  yet,  if  the  true  construction  of  the  rule  be  that  every 
member  who  is  present  when  a  vote  is  taken,  must  either 
vote  or  be  excused  from  voting,  before  a  decision  can 
be  had,  no  decision  could  have  been  pronounced  in  that 
case.  It  appeared,  further,  from  the  journal,  tha%  after  the 
votes  of  the  members  who  had  given  their  votes  had 
been  declared,  and  the  decision  of  the  House  been  made 
on  the  question  before  it,  on  the  next  day  the  case  of  the 
member  who  had  not  voted  was  the  subject  of  considera- 
tion, and  resolutions  which  had  been  introduced  upon 
the  subject  were,  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  laid  un  the 
table,  and  there  the  matter  ended.  He  had  cited  this 
case  (the  only  one  of  the  kind,  he  believed,  which  had 
ever  occurred)  for  the  single  purpose  of  showing  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  that 
Cong^is,  it  was  not  necessary  for  every  member  present 
to  '*give  his  vote,  unless  the  House,  for  special  reasons, 
shall  excuse  him,"  in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  de- 
cide the  question  before  it,  upon  the  votes  of  the  majori- 
ty of  the  House  who  did  give  their  votes.  It  was  to  es- 
tablish this  point  alone  that  he  had  referred  to  this  case. 
The  rule  is  nient  as  to  the  lime  at  which  the  member 
shall  be  excused;  if  he  '< shall  be  in  the  House  when  the 
question  is  put,"  he  <<  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the 
House,  for  special  reasons,  shall  excuse  him."  But  the 
time  at  which  his  case  shall  be  considered  is  left  in  the 
discretion  of  the  House.  It  is  competent  for  the  House, 
if  he  has  committed  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House, 
to  pass  his  name,  and  consider  his  case  subsequently. 

The  case  he  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  and  now 
repeated,  (for  the  purpose  of  illustration,)  as  one  that 
might  arise,  was  thist  Suppose  the  House  to  be  dividing, 
and  the  vote  taking  on  the  bill,  or  other  propositions  be- 
fore it,  and  pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nsys,  snd 
before  the  vote  is  announced,  a  member  refuses  to  vote, 
or  declines  voting,  and  asks  to  be  excused;  must  the 
House,  in  such  case,  suspend  the  calling  of  the  yeas  and 
nays,  stop  in  the  middle  of  the  roll,  when  half  the 


hers  have  voted,  and  half  have  not,  and  arrest  the  deci- 
sion on  the  question  before  it,  until  it  can  decide  on  the 
case  of  the  member  who  has  not  voted?  Or  if  the  roll  be 
permitted  to  be  called  through,  must  the  decision,  as  as- 
certained by  the  votes  given,  be  suspended,  until  the 
House  can  decide  on  the  case  of  the  member  who  has 
not  voted  .^  If  this  be  the  true  construction  of  the  rule, 
it  may  be  that  no  decision  could  ever  be  bad  on  the  main 
question!  for  on  the  question  to  excuse  a  member  from 
voting,  or  to  take  order  in  his  case,  if  he  refuse  to  vote, 
debate  may  arise,  and,  after  discussion,  and  possibly  great 
delay,  the  House  may  proceed  to  vote  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  excusing  him  from  voting,  or  to  co- 
erce him  to  vote;  and  whilst  the  House  are  dividing,  and 
pending  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question, 
and  before  the  result  of  the  vote  is  announced,  a  second 
member  may  refuse  to  vote  on  that  question,  or  decline 
voting,  or  ssk  to  be  excused.  And  so,  if  this  construction 
of  the  rule  be  correct,  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
must  be  again  suspended,  and  the  decision  arrested  upon 
the  case  of  the  fitrst  member  who  refused  or  declined  to 
vote,  until  the  question  can  be  settled  in  the  case  of  the 
second  member  who  did  not  vote  on  the  question  of  ex- 
cusing the  first;  and  so  upon  the  question  of  excusing 
the  second  member  from  voting,  a  third  member  may 
not  vote,  and  ask  to  be  excused,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  must  be  again  suspended,  and  the  de- 
cision on  the  case  of  the  second  member  who  has  not 
voted  be  arrested  until  a  question  be  taken  in  relation 
to  the  third  member  who  has  not  voted;  and  thus,  upon 
each  successive  case  of  members  who  may  not  choose  to 
vote  when  yieir  names  sre  called,  the  same  thing  may 
occur,  and  there  may  be  no  possibility  of  ever  deciding 
any  question,  however  important,  so  long  as  any  one 
member  may  decline  or  refuse  to  vote,  and  the  business 
of  the  House  may  be  thus  utterly  obstructed  and  stopped, 
and  this,  too,  though  the  votes  of  the  members  who  msy 
not  have  voted  could  not,  if  given,  change  the  result; 
as,  for  example,  in  the  first  ease  in  which  this  question 
arose  on  a  former  day,  where  the  votes  given  by  the 
members  who  did  vote  stood  syes  183,  noes  9;  and  as  in 
the  present  case,  where  the  votes  given  on  the  question 
now  before  the  House,  as  ascertained  by  the  Clerk,  and 
communicated  to  the  Speaker,  though  not  formally  an- 
nounced to  the  House,  show  that  the  vote  of  the  mem- 
ber who  has  not  voted,  and  asks  to  be  excused,  csnnot, 
if  given,  change  the  result.  (The  state  of  the  vote,  as 
subsequently  announced  to  the  House,  was  ayes  123, 
noes  54.)  The  same  difficulty  would  arise  if,  in  the 
midst  of  a  division  of  the  House,  (by  yeas  and  nays,  or 
otherwise,)  the  proceedings  were  arrested,  to  ensble 
the  House  to  psss  a  vote  of  censure,  or  otherwise  pun- 
ish a  member,  instead  of  stopping  to  take  the  vote  on 
excusing  him.  If  any  one  member  present  declined  to 
vote,  and  asked  to  be  excused,  on  the  question  to  cen- 
sure, or  otherwise  punish,  no  decision  could  be  had  un- 
til the  case  of  him  who  had  declined  to  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion  was  settled,  and  his  case,  again,  could  never  be  set- 
tled so  long  as  any  one  member  declined  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  excusing  him.  And  so,  if  this  be  the  true 
construction  of  the  rule,  no  decision  could  ever  be  made 
on  any  question,  so  long  as  any  two  members  shsU  alter- 
nately decline  to  vote  on  each  auccessive  question  of  ex- 
cusing or  coercing  each  other  to  vote. 

This  was  the  case  he  had  stated  by  way  of  illustration, 
when  this  question  bad  first  arisen.  He  hsd  stated  it 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  would  be  the  practical 
effect  of  a  decision  contrary  to  that  which  he  had  given. 
He  bad  given  it  simply  as  an  illustration,  and  without 
any  intention  of  imputing  improper  motives  to  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House. 

And  he  respectfully  submitted  whether  a  construction 
which  may  lead  to  such  a  result  can  be  the  proper  con- 
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fttraotion  of  that  rule  of  the  House  which  declares  that 
every  member  present  shall  vote,  unless^  for  sulBcient 
reasons,  he  shall  be  excused  by  the  House?  The  rules 
of  the  House  were  intended  to  promote  and  to  facilitate, 
and  not  to  defeat,  the  transaction  of  public  business;  and, 
in  his  opinion,  such  a  construction  was  to  be  given  to 
them  as  would  attain  the  end  for  which  they  were  fra- 
med. It  was  a  common  occurrence,  in.  taking  the  vote 
by  yeas  and  nays,  or  by  dividing  the  House,  for  mem* 
bers  to  remain  silent  in  their  seats,  and  not  give  their 
votes;  and  yet  it  had  been  the  immemorial  usage,  and 
was  now  the  daily  practice,  to  proceed  with  the  vote  and 
pronounce  the  decision,  as  ascertained  by  the  count  of 
those  who  have  voted,  without  making  any  question  in 
relation  to  the  members  who  have  not  voted.  The 
names  of  those  who  do  not  answer  are  passed  silently 
by.  Is  the  case  at  all  changed  by  the  fact  that  a  mem* 
ber,  instead  of  remaining  silent  in  his  seat,  and  suffering 
hit  name  to  be  passed,  rises  in  his  place,  and  informs  the 
House  that  he  is  present  and  has  not  voted?  The  mem- 
ber who  remains  silent,  and  suffers  his  name  to  be  passed, 
has  violated  the  rule  as  much  as  he  who  rises  and  informs 
the  House  that  he  is  present,  and  has  not  voted.  In  the 
former  case,  the  daily  practice  is  to  proceed  with  the 
vote  and  declare  the  decision;  the  House  takea  no  cog- 
nizance of  the  case.  He  may  have  doubts  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  not  be  prepared  to  vote,  or  he  may  have  suflB- 
cient  reasons,  and  may  not  choose  to  trouble  the  House 
with  them;  and  yet  he  as  much  violates  the  rule  as  the 
member  who  informs  the  House  he  has  not  voted. 

These  rules,  which  are  the  laws  of  the  House,  are  to 
be  construed  as  a  whole,  and  so  as  to  give  effect  to  each 
one  of  them.  One  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  for  ex- 
ample, provides  that  «a  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  always 
in  order;"  and  yet  none  will  maintain  that,  whilst  the 
House  is  in  the  act  of  dividing,  and  a  question  is  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  it  would  be  in  order  for  a  member, 
when  his  name  is  called  for  his  vote,  ay  or  no,  to  rise  in 
his  place,  and  interrupt  or  arrest  the  further  vote  of  the 
House,  by  moving  that  the  House  adjourn.  None  will 
maintain  that  the  motion  to  adjourn. at  this  stage,  though 
declared  by  the  rule,  in  absolute  and  unqualified  terms, 
to  «  be  always  in  order,"  could  be  entertained  until  after 
the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  question  on  vrhich  they  are 
in  the  act  of  voting  is  completed,  and  the  decision  pro- 
Dounced*  So  another  rule  of  the  House  declares  that  *■  it 
ahall  be  in  order  for  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  to 
report  at  any  time;"  and  yet  none  will  maintain  that  it 
would  be  in  order  for  a  member  of  that  committee  to  rise 
in  the  midst  of  a  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  arrest  the 
vote  of  the  House  by  making  a  report,  which  report,  if 
made  at  that  time,  must  stop  the  vote  of  the  House  until 
at  was  disposed  of.  And  so  the  rule  under  consideration 
could  not  have  contemplated  that  a  vote  of  the  House 
on  a  division,  by  yeas  and  nays,  could  be  arrested  until 
the  House  could  take  cogniiance  of  the  case  of  a  mem- 
ber refusing  to  vote,  or  asking  to.  be  excused  from  voting. 
The  rule  provides  that  he  shall  give  his  vote,  if  he  be 
not  excused,  but  it  is  silent  as  to  the  time  when  his  ex- 
cuse shall  be  considered,  lie  was  clear  that  such  a  ques- 
tion could  not  be  interposed  pending  a  division  of  (he 
Houae.  From  the  reason  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  the 
cftse,  he  had  decided  on  a  former  occasion,  and  now  de- 
cided, that  the  vote  of  the  House,  on  a  division  by  yeas 
and  nays,  could  not  be  interrupted  or  arrested  by  inter- 
posing any  other  question;  but  that  the  vote,  when  com- 
menced, must  proceed,  and  the  decision  be  had;  leaving 
it  at  the  discretion  of  the  House  to  settle  or  take  order 
upon  any  other  question  which  may  incidentally  arue,  at 
such  time  as  may  suit  its  pleasure  or  convenience.  The 
decision  he  had  made  on  a  former  occasion,  and  now  made, 
wrms  conformable  to  these  views,  and  for  the  convenience 
of  the  House,  and  was,  in  his  judgment,  the  only  practi_ 


cat  construction  which  could  be  given  to  the  rules,  to  en- 
able the  House,  without  great  embarrassment  and  delay, 
to  despatch  the  public  business. 

He  had  felt  an  anxious  solicitude  to  decide  the  quea> 
tion  properlv;  and  at  the  same  time,  if  possible,  to  meet 
the  views  of  the  House,  and  aid  himself  in  forming  a  - 
correct  judgment,  he  had,  before  he  had  given  XYyt  de- 
cision on  the  question,  when  it  first  arose,  taken  the  opin- 
ion of  several  members  of  the  House,  of  different  polit- 
ical parties,  all  of  whom  had  concurred  with  him  in  opin- 
ion that  the  decision  which  he  subsequently  gave  was 
the  only  practical  construction  which  could  be  given  to 
these  rules  that  would  enable  the  House  to  accomplish 
the  objects  for  which  they  were  framed.     The  House ^ 
had,  when  the  question  was  first  raised,  sustained  the^ 
decision;  but  if,  on  reconsideration,  or  more  full  exami- 
nation, it  should  now  come  to  a  different  conclusion,  he 
would  take  great  pleasure  In  conforming  to  their  will. 

He  felt  sensibly  the  weifsht  of  responsibility  which  de- 
volved on  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House.  Difficul- 
ties, growing  out  of  the  complexity  as  well  as  the  vague 
and  uncertain  terms  in  which  many  of  the  rules  adopted 
for  the  government  of  the  House  are  couched,  were 
constantly  arising.  New  and  delicate  as  well  aa  difficult 
and  very  important  questions  of  order  were  often  raised, 
upon  which  it  was  his  duty  to  decide.  His  opinions 
were,  however,  subject  to  the  revision  and  correction  of 
the  House;  and  if  the  House  differed  from  him  in  opin- 
ion upon  this  or  any  other  occasion,  they  will  so  declare, 
and  he  would  most  cheerfully  yield  to  their  decision, 
and  promptly  execute  their  will. 

In  the  present  case  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  decision 
he  had  made  on  a  former  occasion,  and  now  made,  was 
correct,  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  House,  and  he 
unhesitatingly  adhered  to  it;  but  if  the  House  thought 
otherwise,  they  would  sustain  the  appeal,  and  he  should  as 
unhesitatingly  execute  their  will. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  voted  the 
other  day  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  because 
he  saw  no  better  way  to  expedite  the  business  of  the 
House;  but  he  wished  to  state  some  difficulties  in  the 
manner  of  doing  the  business  of  the  House  which  arose 
from  the  frequent  use  of  the  previous  question.  Tlie 
previous  question  is  called,  and,  upon  a  decision  of  the 
Chair  involving  a  point  of  order,  a  gentleman  rises  to 
debate;  the  previous  question  is  construed  as  applying 
to  the  point  of  order,  and  the  House  is  compelled  to 
settle  the  question  in  a  moment,  without  the  slightest 
consideration  or  debate.  He  would  appeal  to  gentle- 
men if  it  was  possible  for  them  to  decide  understanding- 
ly.  How  could  they  bring  their  minds  to  a  decision? 
How  could  they  reason  to  a  conclusion?  He  would  ask 
if  they  were  willing  that  the  decisions  they  made  should 
stand  as  precedents  on  the  JournsI,  to  be  appealed  to  at 
succeeding  sessions,  and  forever,  as  the  deliberate  de- 
cisions o\  the  House?  He  knew  the  decision  had  been 
made;  but  was  it  on  good  reasons,  deliberately  examin- 
ed? He  contended  that  the  previous  question  did  not 
cut  off  debate  upon  a  question  of  order,  but  that  the  rule 
applied  only  to  the  main  question;  and  he  read  the  rule 
in  the  Manual,  which  says  that  incidental  questions  may 
arise  for  which  no  rules  can  be  provided,  such  as  ques- 
tions of  order,  which  must  be  decided  as  they  arise. 
The  only  question  is,  how  shall  they  be  decided?  Shall 
a  conclusion  be  jumped  at,  without  argument  or  consid- 
eration? 

Mr.  C.  then  read  the  rule  which  says  that,  on  appeals 
upon  questions  of  order,  *<  no  member  shall  speak  more 
than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the  House."  This  (said 
Mr.  C.)  is  equivalent  to  a  direct  declaration  that  a  mem- 
ber may  speak  once,  and  that  each  member  is  so  entitled 
to  speak.  This  is  another  rule  which  must  be  trans- 
gressed, if  the  House  maintains  the  decision  of  the 
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■Chair  upon  the  point  referred  to;  and  be  would  say,  if 
the  House  adhered  to  this  rule,  then,  on  an  appeal  upon 
ft  question  of  order,  be  it  when  it  may,  or  what  it  may, 
debate  must  be  permitted.  The  only  questions  of  order 
not  always  debatable  were  such  as  arose  upon  ques- 
tions of  decorum,  and  Mr.  C.  read  a  part  of  the  2l8t 
rule:  *Mf  any  member,  in  speaking  or  otherwise,  trans- 
gress the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  or  any 
member  ma}',  call  to  order;  in  which  case,  the  member 
to  called  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down,  unless 
permitted  to  explain;  and  the  House  shall,  if  appealed 
to,  decide  on  the  case,  but  without  debate."  Here  the 
distinction  was  in  regard  to  decorum  and  debate.  The 
rule  came  under  that  head,  and  related  only  to  the  order 
and  courtesies  of  decorum  and  debate,  as  regulated  by 
the  rules  of  the  House.  Upon  all  other  questions  of 
order,  every  one  may  debate;  and  he  would  ask  if  free* 
dom  of  thought  and  of  speech  was  to  be  cut  off  upon 
•important  decisions  of  the  Speaker,  merely  because  the 
•previous  question  was  depending?  There  was  no  more 
perfect  tyranny  than  would  exist  under  such  a  construc- 
tion of  the  rules.  It  was  tyranny  of  the  worst  kind,  if 
he  could  be  compelled  to  vote  without  an  opportunity  to 
think,  and  thus  to  form  an  opinion.  He  did  vote  to  sus- 
tain the  Speaker's  decision  in  the  instance  last  week, 
which  was  similar  to  the  present,  because  he  saw  no 
more  convenient  mode  of  settling  the  matter  before  the 
House.  It  is  not  usual  for  members  to  ask  to  be  excused 
from  voting,  especially  without  being  excused  at  once. 
The  only  precedent  to  the  contrary  was  the  distinguished 
one  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.] 
By  the  rule,  every  man  is  compelled  to  vote  one  way 
or  the  other,  unless  for  special  reasons  he  is  excused; 
but  he  is  not  compelled  to  violate  his  conscience.  No 
man  can  suppose  that  a  member  should  be  forced  to 
vote  when,  according  to  his  convictions,  he  ought  not  to 
vote  either  way;  and  if  he  says  he  cannot  conscientiously 
vote,  then  is  he  to  be  excused.  Sucli  a  course,  thus 
open  and  manly,  is  entitled  to  peculiar  favor,  when  con- 
trasted with  one  which  is  not  unfrequent — the  retiring 
outside  the  bar  of  the  House,  or  sitting  in  one's  seat 
without  answering  at  all.  In  the  former  case,  the  mere 
asking  to  be  excused  constitutes,  in  my  apprehension, 
the  special  reason  contemplated  in  the  rule.  No  gentle- 
man surely  would  rise  in  his  place  and  decline  voting, 
in  the  presence  of  the  House  and  of  the  country,  unless 
the  reasons  operating  upon  his  mind  were  of  the  most 
imposing  and  controlling  character.  If,  however,  a 
member  declares  that  he  will  not  vote;  if  he  throws  defi- 
ance at  the  House,  he  is  to  be  met  with  its  rules,  and 
dealt  with  as  the  House  may  deem  proper. 

Mr.  C.  then  alluded  to  the  obnoxious  attacks  upon 
members  of  the  House,  made  in  the  Government  paper 
by  the  official  printer  of  the  House,  and  which  had  been 
commented  upon  by  the  member  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Pattor]  with  so  much  spirit  and  intelligence.  He  said 
this  was  not  the  first  instance  in  which  members  had 
been  arraigned  for  acting  according  to  their  convictions 
of  duty.  A  number  of  gentlemen  the  other  day  were 
arraigned,  because  ttiey  dissented  from  a  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  as  factious,  as  opposed  to  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  opposed  to  order  here  and  every  where. 
His  name  was  not  among  them,  but  he  looked  with 
shuddering  upon  that  attack  upon  the  character  of  the 
members,  and  upon  the  freedom  of  action  in  the  House. 
He  alluded  lo  this  attack,  because  it  appeared  in  the  or- 
gan of  the  executive  Government;  and  this  was  what 
gave  it  importance.  He  would  ask,  if  it  was  to  be  al- 
lowed that  members  of  the  House,  for  performing  con- 
scientiously and  independently  their  duty  here,  were  to 
be  hung  up  by  an  officer  of  the  House,  paid  by  its  treas- 
-  urer,  a*  factious  disorg^nizers,  and  that  the  charge  was 
to  be  conveyed  all  over  the  country,  and  to  ail  other 


countries  with  which  we  have  intercourse.^  The  mem« 
bers  were  required  by  every  sense  of  duty  to  act  upon 
their  own  judgment,  however  much  they  might  differ  in 
opinion  with  the  Speaker;  and  the  publistier  of  tbia 
atrocious  assault  upon  the  members  ought  to  be  reprU 
ma/ided.  He  is  an  officer  of  the  House,  and  should 
come  under  its  control  in  such  respects  as  this.  He 
spoke  as  a  citizen  of  the  country,  not  as  a  member  of  a 
party;  upon  such  a  subject  he  belonged  to  no  party;  b« 
spoke  for  the  dignity,  and  character,  and  purity  of  the 
House,  and  he  would  not  allow  such  an  outrage  to  pasa 
over  in  silence.  When  the  time  shall  have  arrived  when 
the  members  of  the  House  are  to  be  denounced  by  their 
official  org^n,  for  thinking  freely,  and  acting  according 
to  their  judgment,  let  them  know  it.  If  the  time  has  not 
arrived,  let  them  reprimand  the  offender  who  has  per* 
petrated  the  outrage.  He  would  say  again  that  he  spoke 
as  an  independent  man,  free  from  party  prejudices;  and 
he  called  upon  the  House  to  stop  this  annoyance,  which 
would  continue  and  increase  unless  the  House  applied 
the  proper  remedy. 

Mr.  LANB  said  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Pattok]  had  no  difficulty  in  voting  on  the  question  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  as  he  merely  desired  to  bring  up 
the  same  question  which  was  decided  the  other  day,  it 
could  not  be  productive  of  any  good  to  continue  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  appeal^  he  therefore  moved  that  it  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  as,  from  reasons  personal  to  himself,  he  de- 
sired to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  appeal. 

Mr.  LANE  declined  withdrawing  his  motion. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
yeasand  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  the  Clerk  pro- 
ceeded to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  JENIFEU,  of  Maryland,  having  declined  to  vote 
on  the  motion  to  lay  Mr.  Pattov's  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Speaker  on  the  table,  be  moved  to  be  ez« 
cused,  and  the  Speaker  decided  that  his  motion  to  be 
excused  should  be  postponed  until  after  he  announced 
the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Pattovi 
and  that  the  vote  of  the  House  on  a  (question  could  be 
declared  before  tiie  members  declining  or  refusing  to 
vote  were  either  excused  from  voting,  or  the  penalty 
for  refusing  or  declining  to  vote  was  enforced  by  the 
House.     From  this  decision 

Mr.  WISE  appealed,  and  proceeded  to  remark  that 
be,  with  others,  had  been  denounced  by  the  official  pa- 
per as  a  factious  spirit^  and  had  been  denominated  an 
'*  anarch,"  for  refusing,  on  a  former  occasios,  to  vole  on 
the  resolutions  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  PiircKsriT,]  and  for  voting  against  the 
decision  of  tlie  Speaker  then  made,  to  postpone  the  ex- 
cuses of  members  refusing  or  declining  to  vote  until 
after  the  vote  of  the  House  was  declared  by  the  Chair. 
He  said  he  felt  bound  to  vindicate  himself  and  his  friends 
frum  the  charge  of  a  factious  spirit  extending  to  anar- 
chy. He  had  been  denounced  as  an  "anarch"  in  an  op. 
probrious  sense;  but  in  the  literal  meaning  of  the  word, 
applied  properly  to  the  occasion  of  his  vote,  he  claimed 
the  honor  of  having  been  an  ••anarch,"  and  gloried  in 
pleading  guilty  to  the  charge.  What  is  the  meaning  of 
"anarch^"  It  must  mean,  literally,  one  who  denied  the 
power  of  the  Government,  in  the  case  referred  to:  one 
who  said  and  voted  that  the  General  Government  waa 
«« without  power  to  affirm  or  deny  any  proposition  in 
relation  to  slavery  in  the  States,  and  one  who  denied  the 
power  of  Congress  to  govern  slave  property  any  where." 
In  that  sense,  he  was  an  •*  anarch,"  and  in  no  factious 
spirit  he  refused  to  vote  on  the  resolutions  of  the  select 
committee  on  slavery.  He  respectfully  sent  his  reasons 
to  the  Spesker,  at  the  time  he  refused,  in  writing.  He 
thought  that  if  one  Congress  might  deny  its  power  over 
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Blavery  in  the  SUte«»  a  subseqoent  ConifreM,  not  boond 
by  the  acts  of  this  House,  might  affirm  the  power  which 
we  now  denyt  and  he  refused,  peremptorily  and  posi- 
tjrely  refused,  to  vote  on  questions  which  Congress  it- 
self had  no  power  to  vote  upon,  either  to  affirm  or  to 
deny.  He  could  not,  consistently,  do  otherwise  than 
positively  refuse  to  vote,  and  did  not  ask  to  be  excused, 
because,  in  his  comprehension,  the  petition  to  be  ex- 
cused admitted  the  right  in  the  House  to  compel  him  to 
▼ote  upon  a  proposition  which  the  House  itself  had  do 
power  to  entertain.  He  conscientiously  entertained  these 
opinions,  and,  as  courteously  as  his  sense  of  duty  to  the 
constitution  and  his  constituents  permitted,  he  expressed 
them  by  his  refusal  to  vote,  and  by  his  written  reasons 
for  so  doing. 

THere  Mr.  Hakxb,  of  Ohio,  called  Mr.  Wisb  to 
«rder.  The  Speaker  deciding  Mr.  W.  to  be  In  order, 
be  proceeded  to  say] — 

That,  in  another  sense,  he  was  an  "anarch."  He 
was  against  a  Government  of  corruption!  This  was  his 
high  offence;  he  was  opposed  to  the  *' powers  that  be" 
creating  those  which  are  to  be,  and  the  perpetuation  of 
a  spoils-party  Government.  He  desired,  in  the  revolu- 
tionary sense,  to  be  without  such  a  Government  as  the 
infamous  Globe  is  now  laboring  to  entail  upon  the 
country. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  obviously,  to  his  mind, 
erroneous.  The  constitution  and  the  28th  rule  of  the 
House  settled  the  question.  The  first  deckres  '<  that  a 
majori(j  of  each  [House]  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to 
do  business,"  and  <*eacli  House  may  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  dis- 
orderly behaviour,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two 
thirds,  expel  a  member."  The  latter  decbtres,  «  every 
member  who  shall  be  in  ,the  House  when  the  question 
is  pat,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  House,  for  special 
reasons,  shall  excuse  him."  He  put  the  question, 
then,  whether  the  House  can  be  said  to  have  voted  until 
«  every  member  in  the  House  shall  have  given  his  vote, 
or  shall  have  been,  for  special  reasons,"  excused.  If 
the  House  has  not  voted,  how  can  any  vote  of  the 
House— House  in  its  technical  sense,  as  understood  by 
the  constitutioo— the  House  composed  of  "every  mem- 
ber in  it  when  the  oucstion  is  put"— be  declared^  He 
contended  that  no  decision  had  yet  been  made  on  the 
resolutions  of  the  slavery  committee,  because  the  House 
bad  not  voted  on  them,  for  the  reason  that  every  mem« 
ber  present  had  not  voted,  and  many  had  refused  to 
▼ote.  If  a  member  sat  silent,  he  ordinarily,  without  a 
call  of  yeas  and  nays,  or  a  count,  gave  a  tacit  vote.  If 
ft  count  was  called,  or  the  yeas  and  navs,  and  he  sat 
silent,  if  not  reported  for  failing  to  vote,  he  was  usually 
considered  absent,  though  in  the  eye  of  the  Clerk. 

But  when  he  refused  to  vote,  and  actually  announced 
his  presence  by  refusa*,  the  rule  says  he  shall  vote. 
Vote  upon  what?  A  question  decided,  or  a  question 
pending^  The  Chair  says,  by  its  decision,  he  shall  vote 
upon  a  question  decided.  What  is  the  consequence? 
Suppose  a  bill  passes  the  House  by  a  majority  of  one, 
three  members  refusing  to  vote.  Af^er  a  vote  of  the 
majority  of  one  is  declared  and  announced  as  the  decision 
of  the  House,  you  compel  the  three  refusing  members 
to  vote.  They  vote  against  the  bill  or  resolution:  the 
act  has  passed,  then,  with  a  majority  of  two  against  it  in 
the  House!  Ay,  but  would  gentlemen  tell  him  that  it 
is  not  the  vote  which  was  postponed,  but  the  excuse? 
They  could  not  thus  reason,  because  the  rule  said  it  was 
the  vote  which  shall  be  given)  and  if  the  refusing  mem- 
ber cannot  vote  after  the  decision  declared,  you  cannot 
punish  him  for  not  voting  after  decision.  When  a  mem- 
ber reliises  to  vote,  he  has  three  alternatives  presented; 
he  may  ask  to  be  excused  for  a  special  reason;  he  may 
offer  no  excuse,  and  incur  the  penalty  {  or,  rather  than 
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incur  the  penalty,  if  his  excuse  be  not  received,  or  he 
offers  none,  he  may  purge  himself  of  the  '*  disorderly 
behaviour"  by  voting.  But,  according  to  t)ie  Speaker's 
decision,  he  must  be  excused  or  punished,  and  he  can- 
not vote  when  the  rule  says  he  shall  vote  or  be  excused. 
He  asked  what  the  reason  of  the  decision  was?  Solely, 
the  reason  of  inconvenience.  In  the  first  place,  he  said, 
the  inconvenience  of  the  rule  proved  the  existence  of 
the  rule;  and  no  ** argufnentum  ab  inconvenient^*  could 
destroy  the  rule  itselr  The  remedy  for  inconvenience 
was  to  abolish  or  to  modify  the  rule.  But  did  the  rea- 
son of  inconvenience  exist?  True,  to  some  extent, 
whenever  a  member  refused,  there  would  be  delay;  but 
the  House,  or  a  majority,  could  at  once,  by  aid  of  the 
previous  question,  soon  despatch  the  question  of  excuse, 
or  pardon,  or  punishment;  and  that  was  the  essiest  and 
most  convenient  mode  of  despatching  every  difficulty 
or  inconvenience  in  the  case.  Here  was  an  illustration 
of  the  truth  of  this  position.  According  to  the  Speak- 
er's decision,  the  majority  is  in  the  power  of  the  minori- 
ty; which,  if  it  be  given  to  that  factious  spirit  of  which 
it  is  accused,  can  delay  the  decision  of  the  House  ad  in* 
Jhiiium  by  repeated  refusals  to  vote  and  repeated  ap- 
peals from  the  Speaker's  decisions!  He  said,  in  fact, 
that  such  decisions  were  well  calculated  to  arouse  a 
spirit  of  just  and  indignant  resistance  in  the  minds  and 
conduct  of  those  who  were  oppressed  by  their  tyranny. 
He  had,  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duty,  and 
with  the  sincerest  regard  to  the  highest  supremacy  of  - 
the  rules  of  order,  refused  to  vote,  and  no  power  on 
earth  could  have  forced  his  tongue  to  vote  away  all  pro- 
tection of  slaveholding  interests.  No!  He  defied  the 
arm  of  civil  power  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House, 
and  all  the  terrors  of  the  standing  army  of  a  military 
despotism,  if  it  should  be  attempted,  to  make  his  tongue 
speak  traitorously  to  his  constituents;  he  would,  with- 
out courting,  have  suffered  and  exulted  in  martyrdom! 
He  had  been  denounced  as  a  factious  spirit,  as  every 
man  was  likely  to  be,  by  the  minions  of  power,  who  had 
the  independence  and  patriotism  to  resist  their  tyranny, 
expose  their  abuses,  and  denounce  their  prostitution. 
He  was  glad  that  he  had  at  laat  the  companionship  of 
his  worthy  and  truly  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Pattov.  ] 
The  Globe  had  classed  the  forty-six  factious  spirits  into 
two  classes — Harrison  men  and  abolitionists,  and  White 
men  and  nuUifiers.  It  wss  obvious  here  were  four, 
instead  of  two  denominations  of  persons;  but  the  Globe 
made  out  denominations  to  suit  Its  slanders.  He  would 
remark  there  were  Harrison  men  who  were  not  aboli- 
tionists, and  many  abolitionists  who  were  not  Harrison 
or  White  men;  and  there  were  nuUifiers  who  were 
White  men— no  nuUifiers  were  abolitionists;  snd  White 
men  who  were  not  nuUifiers^and  no  White  men  or  nul- 
lifiers  were  abolitionists.  He  should  not  condescend  to 
notice  the  Globe,  but  the  majority  here  seem  to  make  it 
their  mouth-piece;  the  freedom  of  debate  lies  prostrate 
under  the  "  previous  question,"  and  the  Globe  speaks 
"  by  authority"  for  that  high  power  before  which  all  the 
dignity  and  freedom  of  this  House  have  been,  long  ago, 
made  to  bow  low — low  in  the  dust ! 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in  opposition 
to  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  condemned  the  un- 
wsrrantable  classification  of  his  nsme  in  the  article  in  the 
Globe.  He  noticed  this  because  the  fact  of  the  editors 
of  the  Globe  being  the  printers  of  the  House  gave  that 
paper  an  authority  it  was  not  otherwise  entitled  to.  On 
the  subject  of  the  presidency,  no  man  living  knew  his 
preference;  but  he  indignantly  repelled  the  charge  made 
against  him  in  the  Globe  of  being  an  anarchist  and  revo- 
lutionist. He  should,  when  the  time  arrived,  vote  for 
whom  he  pleased,  and  should  not  suffer  himself  to  be 
driven  from  what  he  considered  right,  by  the  abuse  and 
•lang  of  a  newspaper.    He  had  done  oottung  during  the 
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present  session  in  the  slightest  degree  to  refard  or  ob- 
struct the  business  of  the  House,  nor  had  he  raised  a 
single  point  of  order.  On  the  abolition  memorials  he 
bad,  until  the  formation  of  the  select  committee,  in  every 
instance  voted  to  lay  them  on  the  table.  Nor  had  he 
once  refused  to  vote,  or  dodged  any  question.  On  sev- 
eral occasions  he  had  sustained  the  decisions  of  the  Chsir, 
and  should  continue  to  do  so,  whenever  he  thought  them 
right.  For  that  gentleman  he  had  voted,  and  his  rea- 
sons were  conscientious  and  satisfactory  to  himself  for 
preferring  him  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House. 
The  editor  of  the  Globe  bad  no  right  to  denounce  him 
as  a  *' factious  spirit  or  anarchist,"  nor  to  classify  him 
with  '•  White  men  and  nulliiiers." 

Mr.  HARD  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 
The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  Question  of  order  took 
precedence,  and  must  first  be  settled. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  remarked  that  it  was  the  misfortune 
of  members  of  Congress  to  be  visited  by  the  *<  slang 
twang"  of  newspapers,  and  he  would  refer  them  to  the 
oolumns  of  the  Intelligencer  and  United  States  Tele-  I 
graph,  when  the  editora  of  those  papers  were  respect- 
ively printers  to  the  House,  and  the  party  to  which  Mr. 
8.  belonged  were  in  the  minority.  Mr.  8.  then  pro« 
ceeded  to  show  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  ri^ht, 
and  referred  to  the  circumstance  of  the  precedent  cited 
by  the  Speaker  in  support  of  that  position. 

Mr.  BELL  spoke  in  favor  of  an  enforcement  of  the 
•  rules  of  the  House.  He  cited  the  rule,  that  members 
shall  vote  unless,  for  special  reasons,  they  are  excused  by 
a  vote  of  the  House,  and  said  that  this  rule  ought  to  be 
enforced,  and  that  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  would 
have  to  be  reversed,  because  the  time  might,  and  prob- 
ably would,  come,  when  the  order  of  the  House  would 
be  broken  up  by  a  fiictious  minority.  He  then  referred 
to  the  power  given  in  the  constitution  to  enable  the 
House  to  regulate  its  own  proceedings,  to  punish  mem- 
bers, and  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  to  expel  a  member. 
-  He  said,  in  the  case  supposed,  where  members  might 
embarrass  the  proceedings,  this  power  should  be  exer- 
cised; and  after  one  or  two  factious  or  contumacious 
persons  had  been  expelled,  others  would  be  cautious 
how  they  refused  to  vote,  except  for  good  and  sufficient 
reasons. 

Mr.  SP ANGLER  said:  1  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  my  opinion  on  the  question  before  the 
House.  A  vote  has  been  ordered  to  be  taken  by  ayes 
and  noes.  The  Clerk  has  proceeded  with  the  call,  and 
a  number  of  gentlemen  have  answered  to  their  names. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Jkvivib,]  on  his 
name  being  called,  rose  in  his  place,  and  moved  that  he 
be  excused  from  voting.  The  Chair  entertained  the 
motion,  but  decided  *'that  before  the  question  can  be 
taken  on  excusing,  the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  pend- 
ing question  must  be  finished,  and  the  decision  thereon 
announced."  ^  From  this  decision  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  has  appealed;  and  the  question  is, 
•'ishall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment 
of  the  House?"  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  am  for  sustaining 
the  Chair;  I  think  the  decision  clearly  right.  Should 
we  reverse  it,  and  establish  the  contrary  rule,  much  in- 
convenience might  follow;  and  indeed  it  mif^ht  be  found 
impossible  to  transact  the  business  of  the  House.  The 
question  is  a  new  one,  and  is  attended  with  difficulties. 
Our  object  should  be  to  settle  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  embarrassment  and  confusion. 
The  vote  of  the  House  by  ayes  and  noes  is  but  one  vote, 
though  there  ar^  two  hundred  and  forty  members;  and, 
upon  parliamentary  principles,  is  precisely  the  same  as 
-the  vote  by  acclamation.  They  are  identical.  If  the 
rule  required  that  a  member  should  assign  his  reasons 
for  being  excused  from  voting,  when  the  vote  is  taken 
by  acclamation,  the  only  time,  of  course,  when  be  could 


assign  them,  would  be  when  the  question  was  propound- 
ed by  the  Speaker;  and,  therefore,  that  is  the  time  that 
be  should  ask  to  be  excused  when  the  vote  is  Uken  by 
ayes  and  noes,  because,  in  strict  parliamentary  construe* 
tion,  the  vote  by  acclamation  and  the  vote  by  ayes  and 
noes  are  one  and  the  same,  though  it  is  physically  im- 
possible to  take  the  latter  in  the  same  manner  with  the 
former. 

It  is  mainUined  by  those  who  oppose  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  that  if  motions  of  gentlemen  to  be  excused 
from  voting  be  postponed  until  after  the  House  has  deci- 
ded the  main  question  before  it,  and  then,  should  the 
House  refuse  to  excuse  them  from  voting,  they  might 
prefer  voting  to  incurring  the  penalty  of  refusing;  and 
thus  might  vote  on  a  question  that  had  already  been  de- 
cided, and  thereby  reverse  the  former  decision;  and  this, 
say  gentlemen,  would  introduce  much  confusion.  It  is 
further  said  that  the  discussion  of  the  excuses  offered  by 
gentlemen  might  occupy  several  days;  and  if  they  were 
not  excused,  and  thereupon  choose  to  vote,  they  might 
change  by  their  votes  the  decision  made  on  a  previous 
day.  Sir,  said  Mr.  8.,  theseare  difficulties;  andif  we  can 
avoid  them  without  running  into  others  equally  embar- 
rassing on  the  other  side,  we  certainly  should  do  so. 
But,  sir,  suppose  we  reverse  the  Speaker's  decision — 
suppose  we  establish  it  as  a  part  of  the  lex  parUamenla' 
ria,  that  "  after  the  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes  has  com- 
menced, and  a  part  of  the  members  have  answered  to 
their  names  and  voted,  a  gentleman,  on  his  name  being 
called,  may  answer  by  moving  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  that  that  motion  must  be  decided  before  the  vote  of 
the  House  on  the  main  question  is  gone  through  with," 
whst  consequences  may  result  from  such  a  proceeding? 
Let  us  carry  it  out  for  a  moment.  If  one  gentleman  may 
claim  this  as  a  right,  so  may  others.  A  vote  by  ayes  and 
noes  is  commenced.  Part  of  the  members,  on  their 
names  being  called,  have  answered  and  voted.  The  vote 
of  the  House  is  in  part  taken;  and  at  this  stage  of  the 
proceeding,  a  gentleman,  on  his  name  being  called, 
move^  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  proeeeda  to  as« 
sign  his  reasons.  He  goes  into  an  argument  on  the 
merits^yes,  sir,  the  merits  of  the  main  question  before 
the  House,  by  wsy  of  proving  that  he  cannot  conscien- 
tiously vote  on  it,  either  in  the  affirmative  or  negative, 
no  jurisdiction;  that  it  involves  the  exercise  of  power 
,  He  mayjarge  that  it  is  a  subject  over  which  Congress  has 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution;  that  the  subject, 
though  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Conpess,  is  of 
a  nature  so  delicate  and  dangerous,  that  its  agitation  will 
only  tend  to  excite  and  inflame  the  public  mind.  These, 
and  many  other  topics  of  discussion,  may  be  introduced 
by  gentlemen  as  considerations  which  ought  to  operate 
to  excuse  them  from  voting. 

Well,  sir,  other  gentlemen,  differing  in  opinion  from 
these,  will  of  course  answer  them,  or  at  least  msy  an- 
swer them;  and  thus,  after  the  vote  of  the  House  has 
been  in  part  taken,  a  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  main 
question  may  arise,  extending  throughout  several  days. 
At  last  a  decision  is  had  on  the  motion  to  be  excused. 
Tlic  name  of  the  gentleman  next  on  the  list  is  called,  and 
he  moves  to  be  excused  from  voting;  and  he  alqo  aasigna 
his  reasons;  a  debate  again  ensues,  and  after  one  or  more 
days  spent  in  discussing  his  excuses,  a  decision  is  bad. 
The  Clerk  then  calls  the  name  of  the  next  gentleman, 
and  he  wishes  to  excused,  and  a  debate  sgain  ensues. 
Sir,  where  is  it  to  endf  snd  if  this  mode  of  proceeding 
be  established,  how  long  may  the  House  be  occupied  in 
taking  a  vote  on  the  main  question?  Sir,  so  far  as  I  can 
discover,  weeks  or  months  might  be  consumed  in  calling 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  a  single  proposition. 

Again :  During  this  time,  what  sort  of  a  journal  would 
your  proceedings  present.^  On  the  first  day  the  ayes  and 
noes  are  called  through  the  A's;  on  the  second,  through 
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the  B't;  on  the  third  da;»  through  the  C't;  and  so  on 
to  the  end  of  the  alphabet*  requiring  aa  many  daya  as 
there  are  lettera.  ir  such  were  in  fact  the  proceedings 
of  the  House,  I  ask  gentlemen,  in  all  candor,  whether  they 
would  be  willing  to  have  them  spread  upon  the  journals^ 
Ag^in:  Suppose  the  previous  question  had  been  or- 
dered, how  will  its  operation  be  affected  by  such  a  pro- 
ceeding? Every  gentleman  knows  that  the  previoua 
question  is  intended  to  cut  off  all  further  debate  on  the 
main  question;  but  the  principle  contended  for  might 
render  it  a  nullity,  and  in  eff*ect  entirely  abrogate  it. 
Suppose  the  previous  question  to  be  ordered  by  the 
House.  The  Clerk  is  calling  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the 
main  question.  A  gentleman,  on  his  name  being  called, 
moves  to  be  excused  from  voting.  He  proceeds  to  as- 
sign his  reason;  and  it  is,  that  the  3©th  rule  of  the  House, 
which  authorizes  the  previous  question,  is  unconstitu- 
tional, as  tending  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech.  Sir, 
I  am  no  advocate  for  the  frequent  use  of  the  previous 
question;  but  I  would  ask  to  what  length  might  not  such 
a  discussion  extend'  Again:  A  gentleman  moves  that 
he  be  excused  from  voting.  After  hearing  bis  excuse^ 
and  debating  it,  it  is  ordered  that  the  vote  on  excusing 
be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes;  and  on  that  question,  another 
gentleman,  on  his  name  being  called,  moves  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting;  and  after  a  debate  on  his  motion  to 
be  excused,  the  vote  is  ordered  to  be  taken  by  ayes  and 
noes;  and,  while  the  Clerk  is  calling  the  names,  another 
gentleman  asks  that  he  be  excused.  Sir,  where  is  it  to 
end?  when  is  it  to  end? 

The  question  arises,  how  are  we  to  steer  clear  of  these 
difficulties?  How  are  we  to  transact  the  public  business 
without  entangling  ourselves  in  the  meshes  of  our  own 
rules?  To  me  the  question  is  free  from  embarrassment — 
the  path  is  direct  and  plain.  The  28th  rule  of  the 
House  says:  «  Every  member  who  shall  be  in  the  House 
when  the  question  is  put  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the 
House,  for  special  reasons,  shall  excuse  htm."  When 
may  he  ask  to  be  excused  ?  I  answer,  at  any  time  before 
the  Clerk  has  commenced  calling  the  ayes  and  noes,  but 
not  after.  A  g^entleman  may  ask  to  be  excused  from 
voting  when  it  is  in  order  to  do  so,  but  at  no  other  time. 
We  ought  so  to  construe  and  apply  our  roles  that  they 
may  harmonize  and  conduce  to  the  easy  and  convenient 
transaction  of  business.  The  34th  rule  provides  that 
••a  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order."  Yes, 
«ir,  <<  always  in  order;"  but  who  ever  dreamed  that  it 
vaa  in  order,  under  this  rule,  to  move  an  adiournment 
pending  the  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes,  or  while  a  gen- 
tleman has  the  floor,  unless  he  expressly  yields  it  for 
that  purpose? 

Again:  The  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes  occupiea  about 
half  an  hour.  AAer  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour, 
it  is  in  order,  even  pending  the  consideration  or  discus- 
sion of  reports  from  committees  and  resolutions,  to 
move  **  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  (see  rule  17.)  Tet  if  the  morning  happens  to  ex- 
pire, as  it  frequently  does,  pending  the  call  of  the  ayes 
and  noes  on  questions  pertaining  to  morning  hour  busi- 
ness, who  ever  thought  of  interrupting  the  vote  by  in- 
terposing a  motion  **that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to 
dispose  of  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  to 
the  orders  of  the  day?" 

Again:  Afler  the  previous  question  is  ordered,  a  mo- 
tion for  a  call  of  the  House  is  in  order;  so  is  a  motion 
to  lay  the  main  question  on  the  table;  so  is  a  motion  to 
adjourn.  And  each  of  theae  motions  may  be  made  again 
and  again,  one  after  the  other,  at  any  time  between  the 
call  of  the  previous  question  and  the  commencement  of 
the  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes.  But  every  gentleman 
knows  that,  after  the  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes  is  com- 
menced, no  motion  is  in  order  until  after  the  decision  of 


the  main  question.  Is  it,  then,  consistent  with  the  gen- 
eral scope  and  spirit  of  the  rules  I  have  cited,  that,  after 
the  previous  question  has  been  ordered,  and  after  the 
ayes  and  noes  are  commenced,  and  when  no  one  of  the 
privileged  motion^  can  be  interposed,  yet  another  mo- 
tion may  be  made — must  be  entertained  and  decided — 
which  may  involve  in  its  consideration  a  protracted  de- 
bate on  the  merits  of  the  main  question?  Yes,  sir, 
which  may  present  as  wide  a  field  for  discussion  as  was 
open  to  gentlemen  the  first  moment  the  main  subject 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  Sir,  1  can  lanction  no  conatruction  of  rules 
that  leads  to  such  results.  1  believe'^that  it  might  lead 
in  its  consequences  to  endless  confusion  and  interruption 
of  the  business  of  the  House.  To  avoid  this,  1  would 
so  construe  the  28th  rule  as  to  require  that  gentlemen 
ask  to  be  excused  from  voting  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes.  «•  Every  mem- 
ber who  shall  be  in  the  House  when  the  question  is  put 
shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  House,  for  special  reasons, 
shall  excuse  him."  When,  in  the  language  of  the  rule, 
'^isthe  question  put'"  It  is  put  when  the  Chair  pro- 
pounds it  to  the  House.  Then  is  the  time  for  gentlemen 
to  ask  to  be  excused,  if  they  do  not  wish  to  vote.  The 
•calling  of  the  ayes  and  noes  by  the  Clerk  is  not  putting 
the  questiom  He  puts  no  question  to  the  House,  and 
he  cannot  call  the  names  of  the  members  until  after  the 
Chair  haa  put  the  question .  My  opinion  is,  that  a  mo- 
tion to  be  excused  from  voting  ought  not  to  be  enter- 
tained af\er  the  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes  has  been  com- 
menced; and  that,  if  entertained,  its  consideration  and 
decision  should  be  postponed  until  after  the  pending 
question  is  decided,  and  the  decision  announced  to  the 
House;  and  I  shall  so  vote. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  and  enforced  the  point,  that  the 
rule  says  the  member  shall  give  his  vote  **  when  the 
question  is  put;"  and  as  it  is  put  to  each  member,  when 
his  name  is  called,  then  is  the  time  for  him  to  vote  or 
ask  to  be  excused,  and  give  his  reasons.  Such,  he  con^ 
tended,  was  the  rule,  and  if  inconvenience  should  arise, 
the  rule  could  be  changed;  and  he  then  referred  to  hia 
own  case  in  1832,  the  principles  of  which  he  explained 
to  be  exactly  the  reverse  of  that  assumed  by  the  Speaker. 
The  House  did  not  then  pass  over  the  name,  but  did 
vote  upon  the  request  to  excuse,  and  refused  it;  and 
then  resolutions  were  offered  and  postponed,  declaring 
that  he  had  committed  a  breach  of  the  ri^es,  and  order- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  committee' to  ascertain  what 
measures  the  House  should  take.  The  course  now 
adopted,  he  said,  was  a  practical  nullification  of  the 
rule,  and  the  House  really  had  no  rule  upon  the  subject. 
Mr.  BOON  said,  if  editors  of  newspapers  were  the 
contemptible  creatures  represented  by  membcra  of  the 
House,  he  thought  it  improper,  if  not  evincing  a  want 
of  dignity,  to  reply  to  their  remarks  upon  that  floor. 
If  they  were  entirely  worthless,  why  did  gentlemen  con- 
descend to  reply  to  them  there?  For  one,  he  would  not 
do  so.  If  he  were  assailed  in  this  way,  he  would,  if  he 
deemed  it  necessary,  redress  the  grievance  elsewhere. 
After  the  learned  dissertation  which  they  had  just  heard 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  humbly  con- 
ceived that  they  bad  had  glory  enough  for  the  public 
service  for  one  day,  in  discussing  editorial  paragraphs 
and  the  subject  of  a  member  sitting  in  his  seat  and  re- 
fusing or  declining  to  vote;  he  therefore  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the  House: 
Yeas  75,  nays  46;  and  the  main  question  was  ordered 
to  be  put  without  a  count. 

The  main  question,  •*  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  was  decided  in 
affirmative:  Yeas  108,  nays  61. 
The  CHAIR  then  anaounced  the  vote  on  the  motion 
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of  Mr.  I^AiTB  to  lay  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Pattox  on  the 
table;  which  was:  Yeas  98,  nays  91. 

The  CHAIR  also  announced  the  vote  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  CRAIG  to  suspend  the  rules  till  one  o'clock,  in 
order  to  fix  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  deposite 
bill,  (pending  which  motion  Mr.  Pattoh  declined  voting, 
asked  to  be  excused,  and  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chsir,)  which  wass  Yeas  123,  nays  54. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TuBSDAT,  Mat  31. 
THE  DEPOSITE  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  re- 
ported bv  Mr.  O  wins,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meansi  fixing  on  a  day  for  considering  the  deposite  bill. 

The  resolution,  having  been  amended,  was  to  make 
the  said  bill,  together  with  the  bills  then  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  the  special  orders  of  the  day  for  the  dajr  succeed- 
ing the  final  disposition  of  the  appropriation  bills.  The 
question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bxll  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  word  Resolved,  and  insert.  That  the  de- 
posite bill  be  made  the  special  order  for  the  35lh  May. 

Mr.  BELL  modified  bis  motion  by  substituting  the 
13th  June  for  the  35th  May. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  postpone  the  subject  until 
Monday  next.     Lost:  Yeas  49,  nays  80. 

Mr.  KINNARD  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
including  the  bills  relative  to  the  Cumberland  road;  but 
subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  OWENS  suggested  that  the  bill  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  except  Fridays  and 
Saturdays!  lost:  Ayes  69,  noes  74. 

Mr.  McCOMAS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
including  in  the  special  order  the  bills  for  extending  the 
pension  act  of  1833,  establishing  the  northern  boundary 
of  Ohio,  and  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas 
into  the  Union. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  whole  subject  until  Tuesdsy  next,  which. was 
agreed  to:  Ayes  86,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, made  a  report  concluding  with  a  resolution  setting 
apart  Saturday  next,  from  half  past  ten  o'clock,  for  the 
consideration  of  bills  reported,  and  to  be  reported  pre- 
vious to  that  time,  by  said  committee. 

Mr.  WARI/WBLL  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  including  the  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  in- 
cluding the  bills  reported  by  the  Naval  Committee,  for 
naval  pensions:  lost. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  include  the  bills  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Claims:  lost. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  lay  the  original  resolution  and 
amendment  on  the  tablei  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  70, 
nays  59. 

POLISH  EXILES. 

Mr.  BOON,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  amend  an  act  granting  Isnds  to  certain 
exiles  from  Poland. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  and  the  question 
being  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
object  to  passing  this  bill  to  a  third  reading)  but  he  could 
not,  at  this  time,  consent  to  vote  upon  it.  He  had 
known  something  of  the  manner  in  which  those  lands 
had  been  selected.  He  had  listened  as  attentively  as  he 
could  to  the  reading  of  the  bill,  and,  for  aught  be  could 
see,  after  these  lands  shall  have  been  drawn,  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  these  Polish  exiles  to  sell  their  shares 


to  whom  they  pleased;  thus  opening,  if  he  understood 
the  bill,  (though  perhaps  he  did  not,)  under  the  form  of 
charity,  a  pretty  extensive  field  for  speculation.  A  case 
like  this  had  recently  come  within  his  knowledge.  An 
old  schoolmate  of  his  presented  himself  to  him  the  other 
day,  after  an  absence  of  twenty  years;  he  told  him  that 
he  bad  gone  on  to  the  public  lands,  without  authority  of 
law,  but  as  an  American  citixen,  and  at  much  entitled  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  as  any  Polish  exile,  how- 
ever unfortunate  his  position.  Well,  on  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  this  individual  located  himself,  without  au- 
thority, but  relying  on  what  had  been  the  law  of  this 
country,  granting  privileges  to  actual  settlers  upon  the 
unsurveyed  public  lands,  which  law  he  (Mr.  G.) 
hoped  would  be  re-enacted,  but  which,  at  it  now  stood, 
was  likely  to  do  as  much  injustice  to  individuals,  as  some 
gentlemen  assured  us  it  had  wrought  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic Treasury.  His  friend  located  himself  on  this  quarter 
section,  and  expended  in  mills,  and  other  establishments^ 
>  some  ten  thousand  dollarsi  being,  as  he  believed,  two 
thirds  of  the  accumulation  of  twenty  years  of  industry. 
A  Polish  exile  came  and  located  this  tery  land,  under 
the  law  of  1834,  and  claimed  that  the  Secretary  should 
give  him  the  land,  with  all  its  improvements. 

Mr.  G.  repeated  that  he  had  not  been  able,  from  this 
cursory  reading  of  the  bill,  to  understand  it;  and  he  did 
not  rise  to  throw  any  embarrassment  in  the  way  of  its 
passage,  if  it  was  proper  that  it  should  pass.  But  he 
would  ask  the  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the  bill  to 
permit  it  to  lie  on  the  table  until  be  had  an  opportunity 
to  examine  it. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  was  not  like  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gravoxb,]  who  had  just  taken 
his  seat.  He  (Mr.  B.)  would  vote  for  this  bill  in  no 
stage.  If  it  took  from  the  grantees  any  thing,  he  would 
not  vote  for  it.  He  would  not  rob  a  robber,  much  lesa 
a  beggar.  If  it  added  to  their  grant  the  breadth  of  a 
hair,  he  would  not  vote  for  it.  Why  should  we  grant 
land  to  the  Poles?  Were  they  meritorious:  Our  own 
citizens  are  equally  so.  Were  they  poor:  Our  own 
citizens^  many  of  them,  were  as  poor  as  any  body.  Do 
we  wish  to  encourage  rebellion  in  foreign  countries.^ 
This  would  hszard  our  safety— our  name  as  an  honest 
nation — our  character  as  a  wise  and  prudent  people. 
These  he  would  not  hazard  on  any  consideration.  But 
here  there  was  nothing  to  hazard,  unless  we  did  it  wil- 
lingly and  unnecessarily.  We  had  jewed,  screwed,  he 
was  sorry  to  say,  almost  shuffled  with,  our  old  revolu- 
tionary soldiers,  in  relation  to  their  clairoa,  and  had  given 
these  foreigners  their  thirty-six  sections  of  land,  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  each,  which  he  understood 
had  been  selected  on  both  sides  of  a  river  for  many  miles 
up  and  down,  including  the  improvements  of  many  who 
had  spent  their  lives,  and  risked  the  lives  of  their  fami- 
lies, to  obtain  from  the  Indians  the  very  land  now  given 
to  the  Poles.  He  said  he  would  contrast  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  their  own  citizens  with 
that  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  these  foreigners. 

Mr.  CONNOR  rose  and  said  he  was  sonry  to  be  ob- 
liged to  interrupt  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  but  he 
must  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day* 

Mr.  BOULDIN  was  quite  willing  to  conclude  his  re- 
marks either  then,  or  whenever  the  bill  should  again 
come  up  in  its  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  permit  him  to  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Annirs  a  bill  from  the  Senfite  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  three  additional  paymasters  of  the 
army.  His  object  was  to  act  on  the  bill  forthwith,  inas- 
much as  the  public  service  was  suffering,  and  he  bad  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  the  executive  department 
urging  the  speedy  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  objected  to. 
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POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

In  execution  of  the  special  order  of  Friday  Ust,  the 
House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  "  bill  to  change 
the  organization  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts thereof.*' 

The  question  pending  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  proposition  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  the  following  clause: 

<'Sxc.  38.  And  be  U  further  enaUti.  That  from  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  the  following  rates  of  postage  shall 
be  charged  upon  all  letters  and  packets  carried  in  the 
mail  of  the  United  States,  excepting  such  are  by  law  ex- 
empt from  postage,  to  wit: 

'*  For  every  nngle  letter,  or  letter  composed  of  one 
piece,  carried  not  exceeding  fifty  miles,  five  cents. 

**  Over  fifly,  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  miles,  ten 
cents, 

<*  Over  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
miles,  fifteen  cents. 

*'  Over  two  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
miles,  twenty  cents. 

**  Over  four  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  eight  hundred 
miles,  twenty-five  cents. 

*'  Over  eight  hundred  miles,  thirty  cents. 

•«  And  for  every  letter  or  packet  composed  of  two  pieces, 
double  these  ratesi  and  for  every  letter  or  packet  com- 
posed of  three  pieces,  triple  these  ratesi  and  for  every 
letter  or  packet  composed  of  four  or  more  pieces,  quad- 
ruple these  rates:  Provided,  That  all  letters  and  packets 
of  one  ounce,  avoirdupois,  in  weight,  or  more,  shall  be 
charged  single  for  every  quarter  of  an  ounce." 

I'he  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mab- 
nv,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  following 
amendment  was  adopted: 

Retain  the  first  clause  of  the  section,  and  strike  out 
all  after  the  7th  to  the  15th  line  of  the  section,  inclusive, 
and  insert,  *'  over  50  miles,  and  not  exceeding  150,  ten 
centst  over  150  miles,  and  not  exceeding  400,  fifteen 
centsi  over  400  miles,  and  not  exceeding  800,  twenty 
cents«  over  800  miles,  twenty-five  cents." 

Mr.  CONNOR  produced  a  letter  from  the  Postmaster 
General  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff'  of  postages,  and  giv- 
ing a  detailed  statement  of  the  revenue  derivable  from 
the  various  rates  of  postage.  By  the  old  plan,  the  reve- 
nue therefrom  amounted  to  about  ^,000,000.  By  the 
plan  of  the  committee,  there  would  be  a  loss  on  the 
•mailer  rates  of  #281,153,  and  a  gain  on  the  larger  uf 
#188,408,  being  a  total  loss  of  #93,744.  But  by  the 
amendment,  if  adopted,  there  would  accrue  a  loss  of 
$549,417,  which  would  at  once  suspend  and  put  an  end 
to  all  chance  of  increasing  the  facilities  of  mail  transport- 
ation and  of  opening  new  routes.  The  letter  was  of  great 
length,  and  entered  into  a  great  variety  of  details  in  ref- 
erence to  the  point,  and  earnestly  recommended  that 
either  the  proposition  of  the  committee  should  be  adopt- 
ed, with  the  modification  of  reducing  the  rate  of  letters 
over  800  miles  from  30  cents  to  35,  or  otherwise  retain 
the  old  rates. 

Mr.  MARTIN  explained  the  reasons  that  had  induced 
him  to  change  his  opinion.  He  was  assured  that  the 
amendment  would  cripple  the  Department,  and  he  was 
in  favor  of  the  old  rates. 

Mr.  HAWES  was  in  favor  of  the  old  Uriff*,  and 
should  vote  both  against  the  amendment  and  the  propo- 
sition of  the  committee. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  was  in  favor  of  the  present  rates; 
for  he  had  heard  no  complaints  from  his  constituents^ 
•nd  he  did  not  believe  any  change  was  desired. 

Mr.  PARKS  entered  into  an  explanation,  showing  that 
the  proposition  of  the  committee  would  injuriously  affect 


his  constituents.  He  hoped  that  the  vote  would  not  be 
reconsidered,  or  that  the  House  would  retain  the  old 
tariff: 

Mr.  HUNT  said:  I  trust,  sir,  the  House  will  not  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  to 
this  bill)  and  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  a  reconsideration,  in 
the  hope  that  the  projet  of  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  may  be  adopted;  or,  if  not,  at 
least  that  the  House  will  adhere  to  the  rates  of  postage 
as  now  established  by  law.  When  this  question  was  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (on  the  37th  of  May,) 
I  endeavored  to  show  that  the  old  rates  of  postage  were 
not  only  inconvenient,  but  established  arbitrarily,  with- 
out  much  regard  to  any  governing  principle,  and  in 
their  operation  worked  great  injustice;  and  I  gave,  as  an 
illustration  of  this  view,  the  case  of  Albany  and  Troy  in 
my  own  State,  the  former  paying  only  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  upon  single  letters  from  New  York,  and  the  latter 
paying  eighteen*  and  three  quarters  of  a  cent,  merely  be- 
cause Albany  fell  two  mites  short  of  150  miles  from  New 
York,  and  Troy  ran  four  miles  over  150.  That  this  ine- 
quality operated  as  a  tax  upon  the  citixens  of  Troy,  for 
the  benefit,  in  all  its  business  operations,  of  a  rival  city. 
1  then  adverted  to  the  difficulty  of  assuming  any  scale 
of  miles  which  should  do  exact  justice  to  alli  and  con- 
tended that,  in  fixing  a  scale,  we  not  only  had  a  right, 
but  it  was  our  duty,  to  look  to  its  operation  upon  the. 
gr^at  business  portions  of  our  countiy.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  the  projet  of.  the  committee  has  been  based  substan- 
tially upon  these  views.  I'hat  projet  possesses  another 
advantage,  in  simplifying  the  mode  of  keeping  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Department,  and  in  adapting  the  charges 
to  the  federal  coin  of  the  country.  Again:  it  will  in  its 
operation  produce  a  very  considerable  reduction  in  the 
tax  upon  the  circulation  of  intelligence— a  tax  which 
should  at  all  times  be  placed  as  low  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  will  allow.  But  the  amendment  adopt- 
ed in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  reconsidered,  not  only  in  my  judgment  re- 
stores all  the  inequalities  of  the  old  tariff*,  but  will  reduce 
the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  an  extent 
rendering  all  further  increase  of  mail  facilities  impossi- 
ble, without  a  resort  directly  to  your  Treasury.  This  is 
a  state  of  things  not  to  be  desired  by  an  American  legis- 
lator or  patriot. 

After  the  clear  and  frank  statement  from  the  Depart- 
ment read  this  morning  from  your  table,  showing  its 
capabilities  and  wants,  in  reference  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country,  no  one,  it  seems  to  me,  can  doubt  as  to 
the  course  now  to  be  pursued.  By  sg^reeing  to  the 
amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  we  ob- 
viate very  few  of  the  evils  of  the  old  system,  while  we 
cripple  the  most  beneficent  operations  and  improvements 
of  the  Department.  By  reconsidering  the  vote  taken  on  a 
former  day,  we  place  it  in  our  power  to  adopt  the  pro- 
jet of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  matured  with  much 
deliberation,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Department;  or,  at 
least,  (if  this  course  be  not  acceptable  to  a  majority  of 
this  House,)  of  falling  back  upon  the  present  rates, 
which  will  enable  the  Department  to  progress  with  its 
proposed  improvements  without  embarrassment,  and 
leave  to  a  future  Legislature  the  task  of  remedying  the 
inequalities  and  defects  in  the  existing  tariff  of  postage. 
1  shall  therefore  vote  for  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  it  seemed  to  be  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  the  Post  Office  Department  was  never  intend- 
ed as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Government,  and  that 
it  never  ought  to  be.  In  this,  there  appears  no  difference 
of  opinion.  Bu»,  sir,  if  the  present  rates  of  postage  are 
continued,  it  is  very  evident  that  it  will  become  a  source 
of  revenue  to  a  pretty  large  amount  beyond  the  expenses 
of  the  Department.  It  appears  by  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General  that  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  De- 
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parfment  the  latt  year  was  467,000  dollars;  and  the  an- 
nual increase  of  the  amount  of  postag^e  has  been,  for  a 
few  years  past,  not  less  than  ten  per  cent.  By  the 
•tatementoi  the  Postmaster  General  which  has  just  been 
read,  the  amount  of  postage  is  set  down  at  three  millions 
of  dollars  for  the  last  year,  which,  at  the  ordinary  in- 
crease, will  probably  be  not  less  this  year  than  three  mil- 
lion three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  increase  of 
300,000  dollars  added  to  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  De- 
partment which  accrued  last  year,  and  you  have,  at  the 
present  rate  of  postage,  the  sum  of  767,000  dollars 
revenue,  over  the  expenditures!  provided  there  should 
be  no  additional  expense  incurred.  The  new  routes 
which  are  proposed  to  be  established  by  the  bill  now 
before  the  House,  it  is  estimated  by  the  committee,  will 
cost  the  Department  about  300,000  dollars,  still  leaving 
a  large  balance  in  its  favor.  Now,  sir,  without  any 
change  in  the  tariff  of  postage,  and  making  all  reason* 
able  allowance  for  extending  the  accommodation  of  mail 
facilities  according  to  the  increasing  wants  of  the  peo- 
pie,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  there  will  be  annually 
accumulating  an  excess  of  revenue  over  the  expenditures, 
to  a  large  amount.  This  seems  to  be  admitted  by  the 
committee,  and  the  amendment  which  they  have  propo- 
sed, according  to  their  estimates,  will  reduce  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  postage  some  two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  But  this  amendment  I  would  not  con- 
sent to,  because  I  think  it  would  operate  unjustly  and 
unequally.  It  proposes  to  reduce  the  amount  of  postage « 
but  while  it  reduces  the  rate  with  some,  it  increases  it 
with  others;  it  does  not  uniformly  reduce  the  rate  of 
postage.  My  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Mavh]  has  said, 
more  than  once,  that  in  examining  this  subject,  it  was 
not  statesmanlike  to  examine  it  with  reference  to  the 
effect  that  it  might  have  upon  one's  constituents^  that 
fhis  would  be  too  limited  a  view  of  the  aubject;  but  that 
we  should  look  to  its  effects  upon  the  whole  people  at 
large. 

Sir,  I  grant  that  in  examining  the  effect  that  any 
measure  proposed  here  is  likely  to  have,  we  should  not 
be  exclusively  confined  to  our  immediate  constituents; 
but  I  venture  to  say  no  gentleman  upon  this  floor  can 
examine  a  subject  so  general  in  its  operation,  affecting^, 
more  or  less,  all  classes  and  conditions  of  people,  as  tbis 
amendment  does,  without  a  particular  inquiry  into  the 
effect  it  will  have  upon  his  immediate  conatituents. 
And,  indeed,  sir,  if  he  should  neglect  to  do  this,  he 
would  be  wsnting  in  his  duty  to  them.  Several  gentle- 
men have  expressed  to  the  House  the  opinion  that  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  would  operate  injuriously 
upon  their  constituents;  and  such,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt, 
would  be  the  effect  upon  those  1  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent in  part  upon  tbis  floor;  and  hence  1  infer  it  would 
produce  general  dissatisfaction.  From  my  district  to 
Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State,  with  which  there  is  at 
all  times  an  extensive  correspondence,  and  especially 
during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  postag^  would 
be  increased  from  12^  to  15  cents;  and  to  and  from  New 
York,  the  commercial  emporium  of  the  State,  it  would 
be  increased  from  18 j  to  20  cents;  and  so  with  other  im- 
portant points  ofcomrounication.  What  the  aggregate  ef- 
fect may  be,  it  is  Impossible  for  me  to  determine;  but  I 
look,  as  I  know  those  whom  I  represent  would  naturally 
look,  to  the  effect  that  it  would  have  upon  the  cocrespond- 
ence  with  those  important  points,  where  business  neces- 
sarily leads  to  the  greatest  amount  of  letter  communica- 
tion, and  here  1  find  the  effect  of  the  amendment  of  the 
committee  would  be  decidedly  injurious.  Sir,  I  voted  for 
the  amendficnt  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts which  prevailed,  and  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
reconsider.  I  was  in  favor  of  this,  because  it  is  free 
from  the  objections  which  have  been  considered,  it  will 
be  more  uniform  in  its  effects,  reducing  all  the  rates  of 


postage,  so  that  all  will  feel  its  beneficial  effects,  and  none 
will  have  to  complain  that  it  is  increased  at  any  distance; 
and  it  conforms  in  the  rate  of  postage  to  the  federal  cur- 
rency, which  all  admit  is  desirable.  The  only  objection 
to  this  1  believe  arises  from  the  apprehension  that  it  will 
so  far  reduoe  the  amount  of  postage  as  to  embarrass  the 
Department,  and  compel  the  Postmaster  General  to  lessen 
the  expense  by  diminishing  the  accommodations  now 
enjoyed  by  the  people.  This  certainly  should  be  avoided. 
I  would  do  nothing  calculated  in  the  least  to  curtail  the 
present  mail  facilities,  or  to  prevent  that  reasonable  ex- 
tension of  the  system  which  the  rapidly  increasing  pop- 
ulation and  business  of  the  country  may  require,  now  or 
hereafler.  By  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  it  appears 
that  his  estimate  of  the  amount  of  reduction  which  will 
result  from  this  amendment  is  something  over  half  a 
million  of  dollars;  which,  he  thinks,  is  more  than  the 
Department  can  bear,  and  keep  up  the  accommodations 
which  are  now  furnished.  But  I  do  not  understand,  from 
hearing  the  letter  read,  that  in  this  estimate  the  increas- 
ing revenue  from  postage  was  taken  into  the  account, 
which  probably  will  equal,  for  a  series  of  years,  at  least 
an  annual  increase  of  ten  per  cent,  and  which  was  esti- 
mated by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  at  fifteen 
per  cent.  And  as  that  gentleman  has  stated  that  if  the 
vote  is  not  reconsidered,  he  shall  move  to  amend,  so  as 
to  defer  the  period  when  the  new  tariff  of  postage  shall 
take  effect  to  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1838,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  apprehended  difficulties  may  and  will  be 
avoided.  Inhere  will,  of  course,  before  that  period,  be 
a  large  balance  in  favor  of  the  Department,  which,  with 
the  gradually  increasing  smount  of  postage,  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved,  be  sufficient  to  warrant  the  reduction  without  ex- 
periencing any  embarrassment.  At  all  events,  before 
that  time,  we  shall  have  had  two  annual  reports  from 
the  Postmaster  General;  the  true  condition  of  the  De- 
partment will  then  be  well  understood,  and  something 
like  a  just  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  probable  effect 
of  the  reduction  proposed,  and  the  ability  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  sustain  itself  under  it;  and,  as  Congress  will  then 
be  in  session,  any  alterations  can  be  made  which  maj^  be 
indicated  by  existing  circumstances.  1'  shall,  therefore* 
vote  against  a  reconsideration,  fearing  that,  if  the  motion 
to  reconsider  prevails,  the  amendment  of  theeommittee 
will  be  adopted,  which  I  am  most  decidedly  opposed  to, 
preferring  altogether  that  the  present  rates  of  postage 
should  be  continued. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion  of  re- 
consideration. The  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Post  Office  Committee, 
[Mr.  MAVir,]  had  told  the  House  that  my  colleague, 
who  has  addreased  the  House  this  morning  upon  this 
subject,  [Mr.  Pabks,]  has  taken  a  narrow  or  «  unstatea- 
manlike'*  view  of  it,  because  he  has  argued  againat  the 
original  proposition  of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  and  in 
support  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Masaa- 
chusetta,  upon  the  ground  of  their  dissimilar  effects  up- 
on his  [Mr.  Parks's]  immediate  constituents,  and  the 
State  ot  Maine.  My  colleague  has  told  the  House,  Mr. 
Speaker,  what  will  be  the  operations  of  the  two  projects 
upon  the  citizens  of  Bangor  and  vicinity,  and  demonstrated 
that,  while  the  one  will  not  be  prejudicial,  but,  perhaps, 
favorable  to  his  constituents  and  to  others  interested  in 
the  commerce  of  Bangor,  the  other  will  be  injurious  and 
oppressive.  And  it  is  because  the  argument  has  thus 
been  deduced  from  the  effect  to  be  produced  upon  • 
region  with  which  the  representative  is  familiar,  and 
about  which  there  can  be  no  mistake,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  repudiates  it  at  narrow  and 
unstatesmanlikew 

I  know  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  may  be  the  exact  ex- 
tent of  territory  requisite  to  be  embraeed  by  one's 
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thoughts,  in  reference  to  this,  or  any  other  subject,  in 
order  to  square  with  the  gentleman's  views  of  states- 
manship. Perhaps  it  is  necessary  that  one  should  ex- 
tend his  reasoning  over  a  State  eaual  in  territory  and 
population,  if  it  is  to  be  found,  with  the  great  State  of 
New  York,  in  order  to  reach  statesmanlike  views  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  that  gentleman.  Or  perhaps 
one  should  swell  somewhat  larger,  and  embrace  a  por- 
tion or  the  whole  of  some  other  State  or  States,  to  an- 
swer the  purpose.  [Tes,  the  whole  Union,  replied  Mr. 
Mavit.]  The  whole  Union  must  be  included,  says  the 
honorable  gentleman.  It  may  be,  sir,  that  such  is  the 
view  which  that  gentleman  has  tsken«  but  if  it  be  so,  his 
•«  statesmanlike"  views  stop  not  at  sacrificing  the  inter- 
ests of  an  entire  State  of  this  Union,  without  conferring 
upon  it  a  single  benefit  in  return.  I  claim  to  be  govern- 
ed by  no  such  principles  of  statesmanship  as  obviously 
sacrifice  one  of  these  States  for  the  benefit  of  the  re- 
mainder, and  much  less  for  the  benefit  of  a  fractional 
part  of  the  remainder.  I  believe  it  has  not  been  pre- 
tended, it  certainly  has  not  yet  been  demonstrated  by 
any  gentleman,  that  the  proposition  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee  will  operate  equitably  upon  all  the  other 
SUtes  except  Maine.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  what  its 
operations  will  be  upon  either  the  Middle  or  the  Western 
States  of  the  Union.  But  I  do  know,  sir,  that  from  my 
knowledge  of  what  itsoperations  must  and  will  be  npon  the 
interests  of  Maine-— the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
to  represent,  in  part,  upon  this  floor— it  is  highly  unsat- 
isfactory and  oppressive.  Nor  do  I,  sir,  claim  to  act  up- 
on higher  or  broader  views  of  statesmanship  than  are 
suggested  by  such  facts  and  such  local  knowledge,  if  it 
must  be  so  called,  than  are  actually  within  my  reach.  I 
reason,  as  Pope  says,  from  what  I  know{  and 

*'How  can  we  reason  but  from  what  we  know?"    " 

If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  does  pretend  to 
know  the  effect  of  this  bill  upon  each  State  of  the  Uuion, 
he  must  know,  sir,  that  there  ,are  no  two  points  of  any 
considerable  business  importance  within  the  State  of 
Maine,  which  will  not  be  most  prejudicially  affected  by 
the  proposition  or  rates  of  postage  reported  by  his  com- 
mittee. My  colleague  has  told  you  the  effect  of  it  upon 
his  section  of  the  State.  Let  us  take  the  two  most  prom- 
inent points  of  business  in  the  SUte,  the  cities  of  Port, 
land  and  Bangor,  and  it  imposes  an  additional  tax  of 
two  and  one  half  cents  upon  every  letter  that  will  be  in- 
terchanged by  them.  The  effect  upon  the  intercourse 
through  the  mail  between  Bangor  and  Boston  is  the 
sanae.  That  upon  the  intercourse  between  Portland  and 
Boston,  Balh  and  Boston,  and  Augusta  and  Boston,  is  the 
same.  It  is  an  increase  of  postsge  also  upon  all  business 
between  Bangor  and  New  York,  and  Portland  and  New 
York;  and  1  believe  every  other  point  in  the  State  and 
the  city  of  New  York.  This  is  the  result  of  a  compari- 
son between  the  law  as  it  now  stands  and  the  poposed 
law  of  the  Post  Office  Committee.  The  rates  of  postage 
aa  now  established  are  far  more  preferable,  so  far  as  the 
whole  State  of  Maine,  and  even  eo  far  as  every  part  of 
the  Slste,  separately  considered,  is  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject of  postage.  Sir,  ought  the  interests  of  a  whole 
State  to  be  thus  sacrificed  to  <*  statesmanlike"  views  or 
any  other  views  ^  It  can  never  be  done  by  a  deliberative 
body. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  a  new  tariff  of  postage,  if 
it  could  be  agreed  upon.  He  was  in  favor  of  getting  rid 
of  the  quarter  cent,  and  half  cent,  and  six  cent  rates, 
and  substituting  the  half  dime,  the  dime,  and  a  similsr 
denomination  of  increase.  He  was  in  fiivor  of  the  prop- 
osition which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
made,  and  hoped  the  vote  by  which  it  had  been  adopted 
might  not  be  reconsidered.  So  far  as  my  own  knowl- 
edge of  what  itsoperations  must  be  extends,  said  Mr.  S., 


it  is  judicious  and  desirable.  Instead  of  adding  to  the 
tax  now  imposed  upon  intercourse  among  the  people 
through  the  mail,  (as  the  proposition  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee  would,)  it  would  lessen  it  between  all  points, 
and  lighten  the  burden  of  postage  now  borne  by  the 
people.     Such  a  meaaure  I  am  entirely  in  favor  of. 

But,  sir,  it  baa  been  attempted  to  dissuade  the  House 
against  the  tariff  of  postage  now  under  consideration,  on 
the  ground  that  it  will  reduce  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  to  such  an  extent  as  to  stop  the  usual 
yearly  extension  of  mail  facilities.  And  the  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  sent  into  the  House  this  morning 
through  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee, had  been  quoted  to  prove  that  the  reduction  of 
some  #500,000  yearly  will  be  effected  in  the  revenues  of 
the  Department  by  this  tariff,  estimating  it  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  last  year;  while  the  tariff  of  the  commit- 
tee will  reduce  them  something  like  $200,000.  But  this 
estimate  of  the  Postmaster  General  claims  to  be  only  a 
hasty  calcuUtion,  and  pretends  not  to  make  any  credit 
whatever  to  the  natural  and  inevitable  growth  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Department.  What,  sir,  has  been  this 
growth  during  the  Isst  eight  years,  and  what  has  it  ac- 
complished }  We  have  been  told,  that  only  about  one 
year  or  eighteen  months  since,  the  Department  was  in 
debt  over  one  million  of  dollars,  from  a  too  great  exten- 
sion of  mail  facilities,  or  from  other  causes  combined 
therewith.  We  are  now  told,  at  the  expiration  of  a  year 
or  eighteen  months  at  farthest,  that  this  enormous  deficit 
hss  been  extinguished,  or  is  about  being  extinguished, 
but  a  surplus  revenue  is  shortly  to  be  found  in  the 
Treasury  Department. 

This  is  the  strength  of  the  Department's  operations 
within  a  single  year,  or  in  eighteen  months  at  most.  And 
is  there  so  much  cause  for  apprehension  about  the  re- 
duction of  the  revenues  of  the  Department  in  the  sum  of 
$500,000,  even  though  there  was  no  natural  and  inevita- 
ble growth  in  them  to  offset  or  provide  against  it^  Look, 
sir,  as  1  before  suggested,  through  the  history  of  the 
Department  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  mark  what  it  has 
accomplished  with  only  its  own  naked  revenues.  It  has 
paid  off  all  its  expenditures,  or  nearly  squared  them,  as 
we  are  told  by  the  present  Postmaster  General}  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  it  has  extended  mail  facilities  over  the 
whole  country  to  over  one  half— yes,  sir,  to  nearly 
double  the  amount  that  existed  at  the  commencement  of 
that  period.  Eight  years  ago,  the  mail  transportation 
in  stages,  steamboats,  sulkies,  and  on  horseback, 
amounted  in  the  yearly  aggregate  to  about  fourteen 
millions  and  five  hundred  thousand  miles.  It  now 
amounts  to  nearly,  if  not  quite,  double  that  sum.  The 
aggregate  yearly  revenue  of  the  Department,  eight 
years  sgo,  was  about  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  Postmaster  General  now  estimates  the 
revenues  of  the  Department,  per  annum,  at  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  And,  after  making  allowances  for  sll 
the  requisite  additions  of  mail  facilities,  to  be  effected 
during  the  coming  year,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  past  investments,  a  surplus  of  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  is  anticipated,  at  the  lowest  esti- 
mate. Sir,  these  facts  demonstrate  that  there  is  no  cause 
for  apprehension  on  account  of  reduction  in  the  revenue 
of  the  Department  by  the  proposi'ion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  1  repeat,  that  the  estimated  re- 
duction by  it  of  the  Postmasiter  General's  letter  makea 
no  account  of  the  certain  addition  of  revenue  to  the  De- 
partment, arising  from  the  constant  increase  of  business 
throughout  the  country,  and  beyond  the  extension  of 
mail  fiicililies. 

I  should  like  very  much  to  see  the  other  side  of  this 
account  worked  out  upon  paper  by  the  present  shrewd, 
intelligent,  and  tslented  Poatmsster  General.  I  should 
like  to  see  hU  figures,  demonstrating  what  the  growth  of 
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revenue  in  the  Depftrtment  would  be  over  and  above 
the  usual  expenditures  and  mail  extension,  and  what  it 
can  bear,  runningf  the  calculation  throug^h  a  series  of 
years  to  come»  as  he  would  know  well  how  to  do,  and 
not  confining  it  to  the  operations  of  a  single  year. 
Where  the  annual  increase  of  revenue  is  clearly  out  of 
proportion  to  the  necessary  increase  of  mail  extension, 
it  is  evident  that  every  year  will  admit  of  further 
diminution  of  that  revenue,  without  curtailing  the  usual 
extension  of  mail  facilities.  Now,  sir,  it  is  this  state  of 
things  in  the  Post  Office  Department  that  I  would  take 
advantage  of,  and  by  it  reduce  the  rates  of  postsge 
throughout  the  land.  And  even  though  such  a  reduc- 
tion should  operate  to  make  the  Post  Office  Department, 
to  some  extent,  an  annual  charge  upon  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation,  I  would  still  advocate  it  m  a  matter  of  both  jus- 
tice and  expediency  under  the  existing  condition  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Government.  As  a  matter  of  justice, 
the  Federal  Government  can  aflbrd  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  Department.  Its  services  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  taxed  as  individuals  are  taxed  for  its  services, 
would  eiceed  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum.  Why, 
then,  fear  to  throw  the  Department  upon  the  national 
Treasury  to  some  extent,  if  the  proposed  measure  will 
ao  operate?  which  I  do  not  believe.  Sir,  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  reduction  of  the  postages  now  imposed  upon  the 
people.  The  time  has  come  when  the  people  are  enti- 
tled to  relief  from  the  burdens  imposed  upon  them  by 
the  Federal  Government  (  and  the  time  has  not  only  come 
for  this,  but  for  the  rising  of  a  feeling  of  general  com- 
plaint that  the  legislation  of  the  Federal  Government 
operates  to  gather  into  the  Treaaury  large  masses  of 
funds  that  can  serve  no  great  or  good  purpose,  and 
produces  only  excitement  and  distraction  throughout  the 
country. 

Sir,  I  am  prepared  to  lighten  this  tsxation  upon  the 
people  in  any  and  in  every  way  that  presents  an  opportu- 
nity for  it;  and  I  have  none  of  the  apprehenaions  of 
other  gentlemen  of  bad  effects  resulting  from  the  redue- 
tion  of  postage  now  proposed;  and  first,  because  I  have 
no  faith  in  the  predictions  that  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment will  be  In  any  degree  embarrassed  by  it|  and  next, 
because,  if  that  should  be  |he  esse,  the  federal  Treasury 
is  competent  to  contribute  relief,  without  adding  one 
cent  to  the  taxes  now  galhered  from  the  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  detain  the  House  only  to  add  a 
word  of  admonition  to  those  gentlemen  who  prefer  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  to  the  proposed  law  of  the  com- 
mittee. If  they  wish  to  secure  their  object,  and  retain 
the  law  aa  it  now  stands,  let  them  beware  of  voting  in 
favor  of  reconsidering  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  For  if  that  motion  be  reconsidered,  I 
believe  there  will  be  a  combination  of  feeling  and  inter- 
est— of  feeling  in  some  quarter  in  favor  of  changing  the 
rates  of  postiige-from  considerations  connected  with 
the  currency,  perhaps,  and  of  interest  elsewhere, 
arising  from  locsl  advantngfes  which  may  be  foreseen, 
sufficient  to  sustain  and  carry  the  propoaition  of  the 
committee,  unequal  as  it  is  upon  some  of  the  States.  If 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  negatived,  the  question 
will  stand  between  the  law  as  it  now  is,  and  the  tariff 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
LAwnx^vcB.]  1  Sin,  individually,  in  favor  of  this  last 
proposition.  But  if  this  cannot  be  adopted,  I  hope  to 
avoid  the  proposition  of  the  committee,  and  retain  the 
tariff  of  postage  now  provided  by  law. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  HUNT, 
MILLRR,  VINTON,  REED,  LAWKENCB.  WIL- 
LIAMS of  North  Carolina,  BRIGGS,  JOHNSON  of 
Louisians,  DENNY,  MANN  of  New  York,  GILLET, 
PEAHGE  of  Rhode  Island,  and  EVERETT, 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 


Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  a  call  of  the  House.     Lost. 

The  question  on  reconsidering  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  66,  naya  81. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  section 
as  amended. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  moved  to  amend  the  firat  clauae  of 
the  same  section  by  inserting  1837,  instead  of  1836. 
Agreed  to. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  PHILLIPS,  VAN- 
DERPOEL,  and  DUNLAP,  the  question  was  Uken  on 
concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the 
section  as  amended,  and  it  was  deckled  in  the  negstive: 
Yeas  65,  nays  91. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur,  and  the  clause  was 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  reconsider  the  rote  by  which 
the  following  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  concurred  in: 

"  Sac.  5.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  SUtea 
shall  give  receipts  for  all  moneys  received  by  him  to  the 
aredU  of  the  i^ropriation.**  Strike  out  the  words  in 
italics,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  "duly 
deposited  to  his  credit  in  bank." 

Mr.  ADAMS  addreased  the  House  for  some  time  in 
support  of  his  motion,  and  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
mner. 

Mr.  CONNOR  explained  that  the  clause  had  been 
amended  to  render  it  consiatent  with  the  present  mode 
of  conducting  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  PARKER  did  not  entirely  approve  of  the  clauae 
as  it  had  been  amended.  The  word  "bank"  was  too  in- 
definite, too  ambiguous;  and  by  whom  was  the  selection 
to  be  made? 

Mr.  McKAY  thought  all  objection  might  be  obviated 
by  inserting  another  section  or  proviso,  that  the  banks 
in  which  the  money  might  be  depoaited  abould  be  se- 
lected by  the  Treasurer,  under  the  direction  of  the  Post- 
master General. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  saw  no  objection 
to  restoring  the  clause  as  it  was  originally  reported,  and 
he  hoped  the  motion  to  reconaider  would  prevail. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  approve  of  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKat.] 

The  motion  to  reconsider  waa  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  moved  to  non-concur  in  the  follow- 
ing amendment : 

*<  Sxc.  40:  Jind  be  U  further  enaeUd,  That  in  case  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  eatablish 
an  express  mail  on  horseback,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
mail,  on  any  of  the  post  roada  in  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  slips  from  newspapera  in  lieu 
of  exchange  newspspers,  or  letters  other  than  such  aa 
contain  money,  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight, 
marked  <  express  mail,'  and  public  despatches,  he  sball 
be  authorized  to  charge  all  letters  and  packets  carried 
by  such  express  mail  with  triple  the  rates  of  postage  to 
which  letters  and  packets,  not  free,  may  be  by  law  sub- 
ject, when  carried  by  the  ordinary  mails." 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  said  he  hoped  the  House  woukl  not 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  adopting 
this  amendment.  He  viewed  it  as  a  specimen  of  that 
course  of  legislation  which  had  prevailed  for  so  many 
years  that  it  might  now  be  regarded  aa  a  system— that 
of  legislating  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  regardlesa  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  many.  The  proposition 
is,  substantially,  to  establish  an  express  mail  for  lettera 
and  newspaper  slips,  to  be  carried  on  horseback,  at  triple 
the  present  rate  of  postage.  This  is,  substantially,  the 
proposition {  for  though  ihe  Postmaster  General  lias  now 
the  power  to  eatablish  an  express  mail,  yet  he  has  no 
power  to  increase  the  present  rate  of  postages  and  with- 
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out  such  incrense  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  such  a  miil 
would  be  established.  It  is  true  that  the  proposed 
amendment  will  sttll  leave  the  matter  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Postmaster  General}  but  he  and  every  body  else 
will  consider  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  this  amend- 
ment as  an  approval  or  disapproval  of  this  project,  and 
he  will  undoubtedly  act  accordingly.  Mr.  F.  said  he 
therefore  felt  himself  justified  in  regarding  this  as  a  di- 
rect proposition  to  establish  an  eipress  mail. 

Now,  sir,  if  we  look  at  the  places  where  this  mail 
would  probably  be  started,  or  the  persons  who  are  par- 
ticularly interested  in  it,  and  who  would  avail  themselves 
of  if,  no  one  can  view  it  as  a  measure  designed  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  people,  but  rather  one  designed 
for  a  very  few,  and  those  who,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
are  no  more  deserving  of  favors  from  the  Government 
than  others.  Where,  sir,  will  this  express'  mail  be  es- 
tablished f  Undoubtedly  between  the  great  commercial 
cities. 

It  can  support  itself  nowhere  else,  and  indeed  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether  it  could  support  itself  there.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  confined  not  only  to  the  large  mari- 
ti  mecities,  but  to  a  very  few  of  them — say  tiiose  between 
Boston  and  Baltimore.  The  class  of  persons^bo  would 
be  particularly  benefited  by  it  would  be  the  specula- 
tors. It  would  be  lending  the  aid  of  the  Government  to 
speculators,  and  those  who  are  not  content  to  pursue 
business  in  the  regular  ordinary  mode.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  a  class  of  men  In  all  our  large  cities,  who 
devote  themselves  (or  many  of  them)  to  no  regular  call- 
ing, but  who  are  constantly  on  the  watch,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  fluctuations  of  the  market,  to  speculate  out 
of  those  who  are  quietly  pursuing  their  business  with 
habits  of  industry  and  frugality,  content  with  their  gains, 
which,  though  slowly,  are  honestiv  acquired,  and  which 
will  be  likely  to  endure.  If,  for  instance,  on  an  arrival 
from  abroad,  brinp^ing  information  of  a  gn*eat  rise  in  the 
price  of  any  particular  article,  or  such  information  as 
renders  it  probable  that  there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  any 
particular  article,  these  speculators,  by  means  of  agents, 
immediately  buy  up  and  monopolize  all  of  that  article 
there  is  in  the  countty,  ajter  which  they  sell  back 
ag^in  to  the  people,  at  prices  affording  to  the  specula- 
tors eBormuus  profits.  And  these  are  the  men  who  are 
to  be  particularly  benefited  by  the  proposed  express 
mail.  Take  for  illustration  a  case  similar  to  the  one  al- 
luded to  a  few  days  since,  though  for  another  purpose, 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill. 
Suppose  that,  by  an  arrival  at  New  Tork  from  Liver- 
pool, information  is  obtained  of  a  great  and  sudden  rise 
in  the  price  of  cotton.  Thereupon  the  speculators  im- 
mediately despatch  instructions  to  their  agents  at  the 
SoutI),  through  the  express  mail,  and  cause  the  whole 
crops  of  the  planters  to  be  purchased  up  at  prices  far 
below  what  might  have  been  obtained,  if  the  owners  of 
the  cotton  had  been  aware  of  the  facts,  and  information 
of  the  state  of  the  market  had  been  communicated  by 
the  regular  and  ordinary  mail.  Here,  the  profits  on  the 
cotton  would  not  go  into  the  pockets  of  him  who  had 
raised  it  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  but  into  the  pockets 
of  the  prowling  speculator,  who  lives  upon  the  industry 
of  others.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of  this  class  of  men  that 
the  express  mail  wi-l  be  established.  I  know  it  may 
be  said  that  this  express  mall  will  be  open  and  free  fur 
every  one  who  chooses  to  avail  himself  of  it,  and  that 
the  planter,  in  the  case  supposed,  can  procure  informa- 
tion by  means  of  it,  as  early  as  the  speculator  or  his 
agents.  This  is  all  plausible  enough  in  theory;  but  bow 
would  it  be  practically?  The  speculator  is  constantly 
upon  the  alert,  and  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  in- 
formation affecting  materially  the  price  of  any  article, 
say  cotton,  he  despatches  instructions  to  his  partners  or 
agents.  But  will  the  planter  have  in  all  the  commercial 
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cities  those  sufficiently  interested  In  his  aflTairs  to  be 
equally  on  the  alert  with  the  speculators  to  obtain  in- 
formation, and  equally  ready  and  early  to  communicate 
it?  Such  a  supposition  cannot  be  entertsnned.  Such 
friends  are  not  to  be  found  every  day;  and  to  hire  a  host 
of  agents  for  this  purpose  would  be  burdensome  and 
oppressive  in  the  extreme. 

But,  ^ying  nothing  of  the  speculators,  1  ask,  said  Mr. 
F.,  if  it  would  not  in  practice  be  giving  one  class  of  mer- 
chants an  advantage  over  others?  It  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  all  would  adopt  this  mail  for  their  correspond- 
ence, unless,  indeed,  in  the  way  of  self-defence,  thef 
were  all  compelled  to  resort  to  it(  in  which  case  it  would 
be  imposing  a  heavy  burden  upon  the  young  merchant 
who  had  just  commenced  business,  and  perhaps  with  a 
small  capital.  To  the  wealthy  merchant,  him  who  is 
worth  his  hundreds  of  thousands,  this  triple  postage 
would  be  a  matter  of  no  consequence;  but  it  would  be 
far  otherwise  to  men  of  smaller  capital,  but  who  are 
quite  as  much  deserving  of  aid  from  the  Government  as 
the  more  wealthy.  The  probability  is,  therefore,  that 
all  would  not  avail  themselves  of  this  express  mail;  it 
would  be  confined  to  a  few.  Those  who  are  rolling 
in  wealth,  and  care  nothing  for  the  extra  expense — and 
those  «  neck  or  nothing"  men  who,  in  all  their  transac- 
tions, are  willing  to  incur  extraordinary  expenses  in  the 
expectation  of  reaping  extraordinary  profits;  in  whieh 
case  it  will  be  perceived  that,  in  most  of  the  sales  and 
purchases  in  our  commercial  cities,  particularly  in  regard 
to  country  retailers,  one  party  would  be  acting  upon  in- 
formation obtained  by  the  express  mail,  not  possessed 
by  the  other.  The  wholesale  dealer  might  know  pre- 
cisely when  it  would  be  for  his  interest  to  yield  a  little 
in  his  demands,  and  when  to  persist  in  his  demands  for 
an  exorbitant  prjce.  The  operations,  therefore,  of  this 
mail  would  be  unequal.  In  practice,  whatever  it  may 
purport  to  be  on  the  face,  it  would  be  conferring  ad- 
vantages on  one  class  to  the  injury  of  another.  Enter- 
taining these  views,  sir,  I  feel  bound,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  op- 
pose the  concurrence  of  the  House  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  adopting  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  HARPER  opposed  the  motion,  and  went  On  to 

show  that  an  express,  established  by  law,  would  be  the 

surest  safeguard  against  the  impositions  of  the  vpecelators. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  ''on 

horsehack;"  agreed  to. 

The  section,  as  amended,  was  then  concurred  in: 
Ayes  85,  noes  38. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  non-concur  in  the  following 
amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

"Sec  44.  jSnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Postmas- 
ter General  shall  be  authorized  to  contract  for  the  trans- 
portation  of  the  mail  on  railroads  by  the  most  expeditious 
means:  Provided  he  shall  be  enabled  to  do  so  for  • 
price  not  exceeding  double  that  which  is  usually  paid  for 
equal  freight,  on  the  average,  on  such  railroads,  on  ordi- 
nary  merchandise." 

Mr.  H.  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact 
that  the  section  gave  less  than  was  offered  by  the  Post- 
master General. 

Mr.  HAWES  hoped  the  House  would  concur,  so  that 
the  Postmaster  General  might  be  so  limited  as  to  pre- 
vent the  Government  from  being  imposed  upoa.  He 
hoped  so,  also,  for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  because  the  Postmaster  General  offered 
too  much. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  would  vote  for  this  or  any 
other  check  that  could  be  put  on  the  monopoly  of  these 
railroads.  Should  a  connexion  of  these  railroads  and 
steam  conveyances  be  made  between  New  Orleans  and 
New  York,  and  the  combinations  be  formed  which  the 
gentlemsn  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Avthovt]  hadeug* 
gestedy  we  should  be  perfectly  at  the  command,  andun- 
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der  the  thumb,  of  these  companies.  They  would  have 
the  command  of  the  commerce  of  the  whole  Union. 
They  would  not  carry  the  mail  for  millions  a  year,  be- 
cause they  could  speculate  on  the  market,  and  no  pri- 
vate conveyance  could  compete  with  them.  To  make 
a  parallel  rail  and  steamboat  route  would  cost  immense 
sums;  and,  from  the  opinions  of  the  Southern  politicians, 
could  not  be  made.  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  therefore 
throw  every  obstacle  in  his  power  in  their  way,  and  g^ive 
no  encouragement  to  them,  until  it  should  be  understood 
distinctly,  in  every  case,  upon  what  terms  they  would 
carry  the  mail.  He  knew  he  could  not  break  up  the 
present  railoads;  but  he  would  now  inform  them,  that 
by  his  vote  they  could  get  no  encouragement,  without  it 
being  first  understood  upon  what  terms  the  mail  would 
be  carried.  It  made  no  great  odds  whether  intelligence 
be  carried  in  one  day  or  five,  provided  all  get  informa- 
tion at  the  same  time.  But  if  these  monopolies  obtain 
these  privileges,  and  by  steam  carry  information  faster 
than  any  private  conveyance  can  carry  it,  we  shall  be 
perfectly  at  their  command.  Mr.  B.  would  therefore 
not  encourage  them  by  giving  exorbitant  prices  for  ear- 
thing the  mail,  and  would  assure  them  of  it  by  voting  for 
limiting  the  Postmaster  General  according  to  the  provi- 
sion proposed  in  the  bill. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  HOW- 
ARD, ANTHONY.  CONNOR,  DICKERSON,  WARD- 
WELL,  MANN  of  New  York,  PARKER,  BELL, 
MERCER,  McKIM,  VANDERPOEL,  PEARCE  of 
Rhode  Island,  BRIGGS,  JUDSON,  MASON  of  Virginia, 
and  THOMASt  when 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  a  further  amendment;  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  Y.  MASON  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in 
the  section  as  reported  from  the  committee;  but  subse- 
quently withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  a  substitute  for  the  section; 
which  he  withdrew. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  section,  and 
determined  in  the  negative:  Ayes  60,  noes  73. 

Mr.  ASH  moved  that  the  House  adjourn:  Aves  71, 
noes  44. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Wedkbssat,  Juiia  1. 
CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN. 

The  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
a  resolution  declaring  that  the  Senate  insisted  on  their 
amendment,  and  a&k  a  conference,  was  taken  up;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  the  House  insisted  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment,  and 
agreed  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate.  The 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  was  ordered  to  con- 
sist of  five. 

ADDITIONAL  PAYMASTERS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  by  leave,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
»te,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  three  additional 
paymasters  of  the  army;  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  make  the 
bill  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at  half  past  10 
o'clock;  objected  to. 

Mr.  HI  ESTER  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  on 
the  table.  '^ 


Mr.  HAYNES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  House  refused  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table : 
Yeas  81,  nays  99. 

Mr.  HIESTER  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  fo  suspend  the  rules;  which  were  not  order- 
ed, and  the  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Kyt% 
84^  noes  81;  not  two  thirds. 

ABOLITION   REPORT. 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  leave  of  the  House  to  make  a  state- 
ment on  a  subject  in  which  he  was  personally  concerned, 
and  which  was  of  deep  and  vital  importance  to  this 
country. 

Objections  being  made^ 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  indicated.  He  held  in  his  hand,  he  said,  a 
document  which  he  had  found  on  his  table,  since  he 
came  into  the  House  this  morning,  and  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 

[Cries  of  "  order.'*] 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  the  suspension 
of  the  rules;  when,  by  the  sound,  it  seemed  to  be  lost. 
Before  the  result  was  announced,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for  and  refused. 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  amend  the 
motion,  so  as  to  allow  him  to  make  an  explanation.  He 
had  been  represented,  in  a  document  now  on  the  tablea 
of  members,  as  having  voted  for  the  emancipation  of 
slaves  in  the  States,  which  was  utterly  false. 

Mr.  PATTON  stated  that  no  member  of  the  House, 
af^er  knowing  the  object  of  the  request,  would  refuse 
it.  The  tables  of  the  House  had  been  covered  with 
copies  of  a  document,  which  members  were  unwarily 
circulating,  containing  foul  misrepresentations  of  the 
course  of  members  of  this  House  on  a  most  important 
question. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  followed  Mr.  Pat- 
TON,  and  said  he  rose  to  corroborate  the  statement  of 
that  gentleman,  and  to  urge  the  majority  in  the  House 
to  give  to  the  member  from  New  York  [Mr.  Huht]  an 
opportunity  to  explain.  He  felt  that  he  himself  bad 
been  placed  in  a  position  of  peculiar  delicacy,  without 
any  fault  or  connivance  of  his  own.  A  few  days  since 
he  had  put  his  name  to  a  paper  which  was  circulating 
in  this  hall,  for  the  printing  of  the  report  submitted 
by  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Such 
papers,  proposing  the  publication  of  certain  documents, 
were  seen  here  every  day.  Who  put  the  one  in  circu- 
lation which  Mr.  C.  had  subscribed  to  he  did  not  know. 
When  he  took  his  seat  here  this  morning,  he  found  two 
hundred  copies  of  the  report  on  his  desk,  folded  and 
directed  by  his  amanuensis,  and  he  had  put  his  frank  on 
them,  without  being  aware  of  the  erroneous  statement 
they  contained.  The  moment  he  was  apprized  of  this, 
he  sent  to  the  post  office  to  recall  them,  and  should 
commit  them  to  the  flames.  He  had  most  unconsciously 
put  his  frank  upon  a  falsehood;  and  the  only  return  in 
his  power  to  offer,  the  only  evidence  he  was  able  to 
give  of  his  regret,  he  would  now  give,  by  voting  to  allow 
the  gentleman  from  New  Ydrk  to  explain,  and  he  in- 
voked the  House  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  PATTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and,  be- 
ing taken,  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  carried: 
Yeas  140,  nays  36. 

Mr.  HUNT  said:  I  return  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  House  for  the  privilege  allowed  me,  by  an 
overwhelming  vote,  to  make  an  explanation,  in  a  matter 
deeply  affecting  my  character  as  a  man  and  a  legislator. 
I  i^gret,  sir,  to  consume  any  time  in  a  matter  more  im- 
mediately personal  to  myself;  but  the  House  will  bear 
roe  witness  that  I  have  not  often  thrown  myself  upon 
their  indulgence,  nor  consumed  much  of  their  time  in 
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the  debates  of  the  session.  Sir,  after  taking^  my  seat 
this  morning,  and  after  the  businest  of  the  House  had 
commenced,  my  attention  was  accidentally  called  to  a 
publication  from  the  office  of  the  Globe,  in  pamphlet 
form,  purporting  to  be  the  <*  Report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, made  by  Hod.  H.  L.  Pivcktxt,  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  May  18, 1836.  To  which  is  append- 
ed the  votes  in  the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the 
several  resolutions  with  which  the  report  concludes.'* 
The  first  resolution  is  in  the  following  words,  riz: 
'^Eetohedt  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional 
authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  institution  of 
shivery  in  any  of  the  SUtes  of  this  confederacy  {"  and 
the  pamphlet  to  which  I  allude  goes  on  to  say,  <*  the 
following  are  the  votes  on  the  resolutions  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  report,  riz:  On  the  first  resolution — Nays — 
Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Bnncb, 
G.  Chambers,  Clark,  Everett,  Granger,  Graves,  Gren- 
nell,  H.  HatI,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hazeltine,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hunt,  Janes,  LAwler,  JLawrence,  L.  Lea,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Lyon,  S.  Mason,  McKennan,  Patton,  J.  A. 
Pearee,  Pickens,  Bencher,  Russell,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams, 
and  Wise— 46. 

Now,  sir,  your  journals  show  that,  upon  this  first  res- 
olution, there  were  nine*  only  in  the  negative,  and  that 
my  name  stands  recorded  in  the  affirmative.  As  regards 
the  rank  injustice  done  other  gentlemen,  it  does  not, 
perhaps,  behoove  me  to  speak;  they  are  abundantly  able 
to  protect  their  own  reputations;  but  as  regards  myself, 
I  pronounce  the  publication  in  question  to  be  either  a 
gross  misrepresentation,  or  a  most  palpable  and  inexcusa- 
ble mistake. 

Were  this  an  error  connected  with  any  ordinary  topics, 
or  with  the  paltry  and  evanescent  party  politica  of  the 
day,  I  should  have  passed  it  by  in  silence;  for  I  stand 
not  here  to  utter  philippics  against  any  one,  nor  do  I 
court  the  notoriety  growing  out  of  an  issue  made  upon 
this  floor  with  a  newspaper  editor.  But,  sir,  this  ques- 
tion of  slavery  is  one  of  deep,  absorbing,  permanent, 
and  alarming  interest  to  this  country.  It  will  remain, 
with  its  momentous  consequences  to  this  Government, 
long  after  the  individual  who  now  addresses  you,  and 
all  those  within  the  sound  of  his  voice,  shall  have  passed 
to  their  graves.  Upon  such  a  question,  I  wish  no  mis- 
take in  my  opinions,  however  humble  their  source  may 
be.  They  are  not  the  result  of  the  moment,  nor  influ- 
enced by  the  fate  of  any  aspirant  for  office;  but  the  set- 
tled convictions  of  a  judgment  which  has  sought,  with 
singleness  of  purpose,  for  the  truth. 

Sir,  in  charity  for  human  frailty,  perhaps  I  am  bound 
to  consider  the  present  error  ss  arising  from  mistake.  I 
trust  it  has  so  arisen,  ahhough  even  that  view  cannot 
soften  the  harshness  of  its  injustice;  for  why  to  a  report 
append  the  yeas  and  nays  growing  out  of  accompanying 
resolutions?  Is  not  this  a  roost  unusual  course?  At  least, 
if  editors  suppose  any  purpose  is  to  be  answered  by  such 
a  course,  we  have  a  right  to  hold  them  strictly  responsi- 
ble for  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  their  report.  One  fur- 
ther remark.  In  a  daily  paper,  issuing  from  the  Globe 
office  a  few  days  since,  I,  with  others,  was  denounced  in 
no  measured  terms  for  having  giren  a  conscientious  vote 
upon  a  question  growing  out  of  this  same  slavery  resolu- 
tion. Sir,  I  felt  the  editors  did  me  great  injustice,  yet 
desired  not  to  trouble  this  House  with  a  private  griev- 
ance of  the  kind.    I  passed  it  by,  as  one  of  the  evils 

*Tbe  gentlemen  who  roted  in  the  negative  upon  the 
first  resolution  were  Messrs.  Slabs  Potts,  Phillips, 
JoHBS,  Jacksoh  of  Mass.,  Eyibitt^  Divht,  Clark, 
and  Adams.— il^ofe  by  Mr,  H. 


growing  out  of  a  licentious  press,  to  be  redressed,  not 
upon  this  floor,  but  in  some  other  place;  but,  sir,  the 
events  of  this  morning  have,  to  my  mind,  connected  that 
newspaper  attack  with  the  misrepresentations  of  the 
pamphlet  to  which  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the 
House;  and  when  gentlemen  reflect  that  this  pamphlet 
has  gone,  under  our  own  frank,  to  every  quarter  of  this 
extended  country,  they  will  feel  the  necessity  imposed 
upon  me  of  making  in  my  place  the  explanation  I  have 
given.  This  explanation  was  due  to  myself,  and,  more 
especially,  to  a  family  to  whom  I  can  hope  to  leave  little 
else  than  an  unsullied  reputation. 

Sir,  allow  me  again  to  thank  the  House  for  their  in* 
dulgvnce,  and,  having  done  so,  I  have  done  with  this 
unpleasant  subject. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  whether  the  document  had 
been  received  by  order  of  the  House.  If  so,  he  should 
propose  a  resolution  declaring  it  to  be  erroneous  in  its 
statements. 

Some  one  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  asked  whether  the  Clerk  bad 
furnished  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays  for  publication. 

The  SPEAKER  slated  that  the  Clerk,  in  reply,  had 
informed  him  that  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  furnishing 
lists  to  editors,  but  that  editors  had  access  to  the  book 
of  yeas  and  nays,  and  took  the  lists  for  themselves. 

Mr.  MERCER  asked  to  what  date  the  printed  journal 
had  been  brought  down. 
The  SPEAKER  replied,  to  the  16th  of  May. 
Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  and  Mr.  MERCER  asked 
leave  to  make  explanations  on  the  subject;  but  it  was 
objected  to. 

Mr.  GILLET  said,  if  the  House  would  permit  him,  he 
would  explain  this  matter;  but  objections  were  made. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE  said  he  felt  bis  reputation  involved 
in  this  subject,  and  h6  claimed  it  as  a  right  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  House. 
[Cries  of  "leave,  leave,"  and  "no,  no.*'] 
Mr.  CLAIBORNE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to 
permit  others  to  make  explanations;  which  motion  was^ 
af^er  some  confused  proceedings  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of 
91  to  79. 

Mr.  PATTON  rose,  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  the  Globe  newspaper  recently 
contained  an  editorial  article  making  statements  equally 
as  gross  and  false  as  those  which  bad  been  just  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  House. 
Mr.  P.  was  here  interrupted  by  calls  to  order. 
The  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  negatived:  Yeas  98,  nays 
83;  not  two  thirds. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  offer  a  resolution  directing  the  printer  to  the  House 
to  publish  five  thousand  copies  of  the  report  on  the 
slavery  subject,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  each  of  the 
resolutions  annexed. 

Mr.  YANDERPOEL  objected,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  create  a  debate. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
to  withdraw  his  motion.  He  had  no  idea,  he  said,  of 
paying  the  printer  for  his  blunders. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  withdrew  the  proposition. 
Mr.  WISE  rose  simply  to  request  the  members  who 
had  received  these  pamphlets  to  prevent  their  circulation. 
"Yes,"  "certainly,"  was  responded  from  every  part 
of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  the  House  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 
The  House  resumed  the  bill  to  change  the  organiza- 
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lion  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  ind  more  effectually 
lo  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  thereof. 

The  question  first  in  order  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  following  increase  of 
the  salaries  of  the  ofHcer^  and  clerks  of  the  Department: 

«*9xc.  45.  J3nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
annual  salaries  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Assistant  Postmas- 
ters General,  and  to  the  clerks,  messengers,  and  watch- 
men, provided  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  month, 
viz: 

«To  the  three  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  each 

ts,ooo. 

'«  To  the  chief  clerk,  $2,10(k 

•*  To  the  three  principal  clerks,  each  $1,700, 

**  To  ten  clerks,  each  $1,400. 

<*  To  fifteen  clerks,  each  $1,200. 

**  To  eight  clerks,  each  |900. 

**To  the  messenger,  $900. 

<*  To  the  three  assisunt  messengers,  each  $600. 

**  To  the  two  watchmen,  each  ^00." 

A  debate  ensued  on  this  proposed  increase,  in  which 
Messrs.  HARLAN,  HARPER,  MANN  of  New  York, 
CAVE  JOHNSON,  ADAMS,  GIDEON  LEE,  PEARCE 
of  MaryUnd,  PARKER,  ANTHONY,  and  HIESTER, 
took  part. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  heretofore  there  were  thirty-eight 
clerks  employed  for  the  sum  or  #39,700.  By  the  clause 
in  this  bill  which  is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  thirty- 
seven  only  are  to  be  employed  for  the  sum  of  $46,400, 
making  an  increase  upon  the  old  establishment  of  the 
Department  of  $6,700.  Iq  addition  to  this  increase  upon 
the  salaries  of  clerks,  this  bill  proposes  for  Assistant 
Postmasters  General,  messenger,  and  for  Auditor's  office, 
an  increase  in  gross  of  $63,400;  making 'the  entire 
amount  of  proposed  increase,  for  new  and  old  establish- 
ment of  the  Department,  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand 
one  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

What  are  the  arguments  for  this  enormous  amount  of 
annual  increased  expenditure  in  a  single  Depsrtment? 
Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  an 
official  (focument,  (No.  362,)  laid  before  us  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  showing  the  rea« 
sons  of  the  Postmaster  General.     He  says: 

**  It  is  true  that  even  the  lower  salaries  in  this  Depart- 
ment are  much  sought  after,  and  there  are  generally 
from  one  to  two  hundred  applicants  on  hand,  who  would 
be  willing  to  accept  even  of  fSOO;  but  they  are  almost 
exclusively  young  unmarried  men— men  in  desperate  cir- 
cumstsnces,  or  men  who  are  incompetent  to  make  a  liv- 
ing elsewhere,  and  seek  for  these  sppointments  as  a 
means  of  meager  support  to  themselves  and  families. 
The  consequence  is,  that  a  large  proportion,  probably  a 
considerable  majority,  of  the  clerks  of  this  Department 
are  hopeless  insolvents,  snd  many  of  them  are  put  to 
great  straits  even  to  subsist  themselves  and  families  on 
their  present  compensation.  The  payment  of  old  debts 
is  out  of  the  question." 

And,  sir,  so  it  is!  We  are  here  called  on  to  take  the 
money  of  the  people  to  pay  '<  old  debts"  of  a  set  of 
**  hopeless  insolvents" — *'men  in  desperate  circum- 
stances," who  cannot  find  means  «to  bury  the  dead,"  or 
*<  furnish  bread  for  the  living!"  How  came  such  a  set 
employed'  Who  put  them  in  office^  Can  no  better  be 
found  for  that  pitiful  sum  of  $800  per  annum  ^  $800  per 
annum!  Why,  sir,  I  say  it  is  a  libel  upon  the  country 
to  say  that  $800  will  not  command  for  the  public  service 
the  labor  of  virtuous  and  competent  officers.  If  you  will 
take  the  embargo  or  incubus  of  downright  slavery — not 
the  slavery  of  hard  work,  that  is  not  known  here^-but 
the  slavery  of  party  oppression,  the  slavery  of  the  gag, 
of  the  knout  and  bow-string;  of  tenure  by  will;  the 
slavery  which  hushes  the  tongue  that  would  tell  of 


abuses,  and  shuts  tlie  eyes  that  would  see  them;  the 
slavery  of  proscription  for  freedom  of  opinion  and 
speech— off  these  $800  offices,  you  will  then  find  many 
and  more  than  enough  able  and  efficient  freemen,  of  vir- 
tuous habits,  willing  and  glad  to  fill  a  post  of  respectabil- 
ity yielding  an  income  of  the  pitiful  sum  even  of  (800! 
I  know,  sir,  of  many  deputy  clerks  in  Virginia  who  work 
longer  every  day  in  their  offices,  the  year  round,  than 
from  10  to  3  o'clock,  who  do  not  get  $500  per  annum, 
including  their  board  and  washing,  who  are  not  **  hope- 
less insolvents"  or  **  desperate  men,"  and  who  would  be 
glad  to  serve  their  country  at  $800  per  annum,  if  they 
could  do  so  as  independent  freemen,  and  not  aa  palace 
slaves.  That,  sir,  is  the  cause  of  these  beggarly  ac- 
counts of  your  public  servants}  they  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  as  described  by  the  chief  of  all  of  them,  so  long 
as  the  modern  system  of  « the  party"  prevails.  Beelae- 
bub  cannot  be  surrounded  by  angels!  Tou  are  driving 
every  honest  and  independent  man  from  office,  whilst 
you  are  putting  at  the  head  of  your  affairs  the  very  last 
of  all  pimps  and  panders  of  power.  All  the  wealth  of 
the  nation,  if  expended  in  salaries,  could  not  gild  foul 
fair.  No,  sir;  the  true  remedy  is  honest  and  patriotic  re* 
form  in  the  higher  offices  of  your  Departments.  Give  ua 
the  right  sort  of  chiefs,  themselves  virtuous,  independ- 
ent, honestly  republican  and  economical,  and  we  will 
have  no  underlings,  but  respectable  subordinates  in  of- 
fice, who  will  live  decently,  and  not  die  insolvent,  and 
who  will  pay  their  way  as  they  go,  without  calling  upon 
Government  in  effect  to  pay  their  "old  debts."  Sir,  to 
illustrate,  1  am  told  that  these  wretches,  aa  described  by 
the  Postmaster  General,  themselves  do  not  wish  their 
salariea  to  be  increased  as  proposed.  I  am  told  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Habvik]  has  author* 
ity  for  saying  so.  Why  do  they  not  wish  for  more  "pap?** 
Mark  the  reason!  If  their  salaries  are  increased,  they 
will  be  removed  to  make  vacancies  wherewith  to  reward 
certain  favorites  now  hovering  like  vultures  over  the  suc- 
cess of  this  proposed  increase — ^favorites  who,  like  Amos 
himself,  would  not  think  of  taking  an  office  unless  it 
yielded  at  least  $1,500!  Yea,  sir;  no  one  knows  .the 
value  of  high  bounties  better  than  the  present  Postmas* 
ter  General  himself.  He  took  the  bounty  once— I  have 
aeen  and  talked  with  the  man  who  paid  it  to  him;  and  no 
man  now  would  make  better  use  of  the  dispensation  of 
bounties  to  others. 

But,  sir,  this  is  small  matter.  I  should  not  have  risen 
but  to  notice  what  follows  in  this  report  of  arguments 
for  increase  of  salaries.  The  Postmaster  General  pro* 
ceeds: 

**  Appointments  to  the  more  honorable  and  lucrative 
stations  in  this  Government  have  been  heretofore,  and 
will  be  hereafter,  made  chiefiy  from  political  considera- 
tions." 

Let  the  fact,  then,  be  no  longer  denied,  for  here  the 
principle  upon  which  tppointmenta  are  made  is  admitted 
and  claimed  in  an  official  document  from  the  head  of  a 
Department.  I  ask  any  honest  and  patriotic  original 
friend  of  General  Jackson,  if  such  would  have  been  be- 
lieved of  this  administration  less  than  eight  years  agof 
Now,  sir,  this  odious  doctrine  of  proscription  ia  not  only 
defended  by  the  party  press,  by  the  Globe,  and  by  New 
York  politicians,  but  by  your  official  State  papers.  What 
are  we  to  come  to!  Doctrines,  principles,  and  practi* 
ces,  which  but  yesterdsy  were  charged  almost  as  crimi- 
nal, and  certainly  as  offensive  and  odious  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  which  were  denied  and  repulsed  as  damning  to 
any  party  which  would  profess  and  would  not  repudiate 
them,  are  to-day  preaumed  by  the  powers  that  be  to 
have  become  popular  and  palatable,  are  openly  avowed 
and  daringly  administered  in  the  operations  of  the  Qefr* 
emment.  Yes,  sir;  it  so  happens  that  I  have  just  been 
furnished  with  evidence  of  the  strongest  kind,  of  (he 

Digitized  byLiiOOQiC 


4121 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4122 


JuHx  1,  1836.] 


Post  Office  Department. 


[H.  ov  R. 


most  tyrannical  and  harsh  application  of  the  abominable 
principle  here  avowed  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  Wiss  then  read  the  following  correspondence, 
which  was  sent  to  him  by  the  chairman  and  secretary  of 
a  public  meeting  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  together  with 
the  report  of  their  proceedings: 

Ci.BAB8PBiva,  April  20,  1836. 

Hoir.  8ib:  On  the  ist  day  of  July,  1834»  I  received 
the  appointment  of  postmaster  at  Clearspring,  Maryland, 
and  on  the  19lh  of  this  month  I  was  removed  from  oificei 
during  the  whole  of  which  time  I  discharged  the  duties 
of  postmaster  to  the  best  of  my  ability^  and  gave  gene- 
ral satisfaction  {  and  from  what  cause  my  removal  has 
taken  place  I  cannot  imagine  for  a  moment.  Will  you 
not,  honorable  sir,  make  yourself  acquainted  with  the 
facts,  (if  in  your  power,)  and  inform  me  thereof f 
Sir,  with  respect, 

D.  RIDBNOUR,  Late  P.  Af. 

To  F.  Thomas^  Esq. 

Was  BiHoTOir,  wiFpri/ 35,  1836. 

8ib;  If  your  removal  from  the  office  of  postmaster  at 
Clearspring  was  unexpected,  your  surprise  cannot  pos- 
sibly exceed  that  of  mine,  on  reading  your  letter  of  the 
20th  of  April.  In  it  you  declare  your  belief  that  you 
gave,  while  in  office,  general  satisfaction,  and  that  you 
cannot  imagine  for  a  moment  for  what  cause  you  have 
been  removed.  These  assertions,  thus  solemnly  made, 
conning  as  they  do  from  one  whose  veracity  I  have  never 
beard  impeached,  ought  to  be  confided  in;  and  yet  it  is 
strange  that  you  ha?e  been  kept  in  entire  ignorance  as 
to  matters  which  I  know  are  well  understood  by  many 
of  your  friends  with  whom  you  have  constant  intercourse. 
This  concealment  on  their  part  may  have  been  practised 
for  good  cause,  but  I  shall  not  imitate  it.  I  shall  reply 
to  your  letter  with  that  frankness  which  becomes  me. 

You  were  originally  appointed  postmaster  at  my  in- 
stance.  Major  Barry,  in  1834,  notified  me  that  it  was 
his  purpose  to  remove  the  then  incumbent  from  the 
office  which  you  subsequently  filled,  and  requested  me 
to  name  a  person  to  fill  the  proposed  vacancy.  My  ac- 
quaintance in  Clearspring  was  not  such  that  I  could 
readily  comply  with  this  request  of  the  Postmaster 
General.  I  wished  to  recommend  some  person  who 
would  accept  the  appointment,  who  would  be  well  quali- 
fied to  perform  its  duties,  who  would  be  acceptable  at 
the  same  time  to  those  who  had  placed  me  in  the  posi- 
tion which  had  invited  Major  Barry's  application,  and 
not  obnoxious  on  any  account  to  a  majority  of  those 
with  whom  he  would  necessarily  hold  intercourse  offi- 
cially. To  enable  me  thus  to  act,  I  addressed  a  letter 
to  a  g^entleman  in  your  neighborhood,  in  whose  judg- 
ment and  discretion  I  had  entire  confidence,  and  re- 
quested him  to  furnish  me  with  the  required  informa- 
tion. In  consequence  of  bis  reply,  the  office  was  given 
to  you,  at  my  instance,  by  Major  Bairy* 

Immediately  aAer  the  appointment  became  known  to 
the  citizens  of  Clearspring,  I  received  letters  from  sev- 
eral of  them,  amongst  others  one  from  your  brother-in- 
law,  remonstrating  very  strongly  against  your  appoint- 
ment, and  urging  your  removal.  This  I  refused  to  rec- 
ommend, and  expressed  the  hope  and  expectation  to 
them,  that  your  conduct  in  office  would  be  such  that  all 
oppoaition  would  subside,  and  those  immediately  inter- 
ested become  satisfied.  Subsequently,  repeated  com- 
plaints were  made  to  me,  which  I  thought  proper  to 
disregard,  still  hoping  that  you  would  become  accepta- 
ble* to  the  people  of  the  district  generally.  But  in  this  I 
was  disappointed.  During  the  last  summer  I  received  a 
letter  from  several  highly  respectable  citizens  of  Clear- 
spring*  accompanied  by  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  that  pHace,  recommend- 


ing your  removal,  and  soliciting  my  aid  to  accomplish  it. 
Although  I  was  then  a  candidate  for  Congress,  and  need- 
ed the  suffrages  of  those  from  whom  this  application 
came,  and  expected,  too,  that  you  and  your  immediate 
friends  would  all  oppose  my  election,  I  returned  the 
memorial,  which  was  addressed  to  the  Postmaster  Oen- 
eralj  and  had  been  forwarded  to  me  to  be  transmitted, 
declining  to  send  it,  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
your  appointment  was  referred  to,  and  in  the  hope  that 
this  opposition  to  you  would  subside.  In  this  expectation 
I  was  disappointed.  Another  memorial,  praying  for  the 
appointment  of  the  individual  who  has  been  made  your 
successor,  was  sent  to  me,  in  a  letter  from  three  highly 
respectable  citizens  of  your  neighborhood,  who  bad 
been  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Clearspring.  (In  this 
letter  it  was  alleged  that  your  language  and  deportment 
towards  those  with  whom  you  diflfered  in  politics  was 
such  that  it  was  unpleasant  to  hold  intercourse  with  you  as 
a  public  officer.)  This  memorial  was  forwarded  by  me  to 
the  Postmaster  General,  in  a  short  note,  asking  fur  it  a  fa- 
vorable consideration.  Mr.  Kendall  declined  acting,  in 
the  absence  of  proof  of  particular  instances  in  which  your 
deportment  had  been  oflVnsive.  His  letter  to  me  to  that 
effect  was  sent  to  a  gentleman  at  Clearspring,  and  the 
Postmaster  General  was  requested  not  to  act  finally  on 
the  subject  until  he  heard  again  from  the  momorialists. 
Several  certificates,  the  precise  import  of  which  I  do 
not  at  this  moment  remember,  were  forwarded  to  me, 
to  be  handed  to  the  Postmaster  General;  which  was  done; 
and  I  made  no  further  inquiry  on  the  subject  until  after 
I  bad  received  several  letters,  earnestly  insisting  on  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Kneffer,  and  soliciting  my  inter- 
ference. I  then  called  on  the  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral for  the  papers  in  your  case,  and  they  were  submitted 
to  my  examination.  I  found  that  very  few  persons  in 
your  neighborhood  had  remonstrated  against  your  re- 
moval. They  alleged  that  you  were  acceptable  to  the 
people;  but,  in  the  absence  of  other  evidence  of  that 
fact  than  their  letters  afforded,  I  was  compelled  to  con- 
fide in  the  statements  made  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  referred  to,  and  concluded  that  it  was  the  settled, 
calm,  and  fixed  desire  of  a  decided  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple interested  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  post 
office  at  Clearspring,  that  they  should  be  imposed  on 
your  successor.  This  opinion  was  formed  under  the 
supposition  that  you  had  not  been  kept  in  entire  igno- 
rance by  your  friends  of  that  which  I  had  supposed  was 
known  to  every  intelligent  individual  in  your  district. 
And  1  must  be  permitted  to  repeat,  that  I  am  surprised 
at  the  allegations  in  your  letters,  particularly  as  I  was 
told  that  you  had  here,  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  a 
friend,  who  waa  fully  apprized  of  all  the  proceedings  I 
have  referred  to. 

Under  an  impression,  therefore,  that  you  knew  that 
your  appointment  had  not  given,  as  stated  in  your  letter, 
"  general  satisfaction;"  that  you  were  well  aware  that 
your  removal  bad  been  recommended  by  a  larg^  number 
of  persons  interested,  assembled  at  a  public  meeting; 
and  seeing  on  file  in  the  Post  Office  Department  no  re- 
monstrance against  that  measure,  except  the  letters  I 
have  alluded  to,  I  concluded  that  the  opinion  I  had 
formed  upon  the  subject  was  well  founded,  and  deter- 
mined to  impress  it  on  the  Postmaster  General.  With 
that  purpose  1  called  on  him  about  a  nionth  since,  af\er 
having  failed  repeatedly  to  find  him  at  his  office,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  indisposition,  and  recommended  verbally 
your  removal;  telling  the  Postmaster  General  tbtit  you 
had  been  originally  appointed  at  my  instance,  and  that 
it  would  not  have  been  done  if  I  had  been  aware  that 
your  appointment  was  justly  calculated  to  displease  deci- 
dedly those  who  have  remonstrated  against  it,  and  to 
whom,  w  a  public  man,  1  am  under  many  obligations. 
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My  correspondent  at  Cle&rspring  had  led  me  to  commit 
'  an  error  which  I  desired  to  correct. 

These  are  all  the  facts  and  circumatanees  which  occur 
to  me  as  heing  necessary  to  communicate  in  reply  to 
vour  letter.  From  them  you  may  learn  by  what  I  have 
been  influenced,  in  the  matter  to  which  your  letter  re- 
lates. By  what  considerations  the  Postmaster  General 
has  been  influenced  1  know  not,  as  I  have  not  conversed 
or  corresponded  with  him  since  the  time  of  the  last  inter- 
view above  referred  to.  If  you  have  any  desire  to  know 
any  thing  as  to  his  motives  and  reasons,  he  alone  can 
gratify  you.  I  presume,  however,  lie  could  say  nothing 
which  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  that  which  this 
letter  contains. 

In  conclusion,  I  regret  that  the  appointment  was  ori- 
ginally given  to  you,  as  it  has  been  to  me  a  source  of 
much  annoyance,  and  as  your  removal  appears  to  have 
wounded  your  feelings,  and  will  probably  mortify  some 
of  your  friends,  for  whom  I  entertain  a  high  respect. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

Mr.  Datid  RiDXHomi. 

Post  Orrici  Dbpaiitmxht, 

Jpnl^e,  1836. 
Sm:  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  is  at  hand.  When 
this  Department  shall  Rive  just  grounds  for  attacks  on 
your  character,  it  will  feel  bound  to  furnish  you  with  all 
the  means  of  defence  in  its  possession.  But  as  it  has  not 
done  the  one  by  superseding  you  as  postmaater,  it  will 
not  do  the  other  by  giving  you  its  reasons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
David  Ridbhoub,  Esq., 

Late  Postmaster  at  Clearspring^  Md. 

In  using  this  correspondence,  sir,  let  me  not  be  un- 
derstood as  intending,  in  any  manner,  to  intermeddle 
with  the  district  or  home  aflairs  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thoxas.]  We  all  have  enough 
to  do  to  take  care  of  ourselves,  and  to  attend  to  our  re- 
lations with  our  own  constituents,  i  leave  him  to  his 
people.  But  I  have  to  do  with  Mr.  Kendall,  .and  I  am 
glad  to  have  a  witness  so  highly  respectable  and  honora- 
ble as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  of  his  own  party, 
with  whose  testimony  to  confront  and  convict  him  of  the 
most  dangerous  exercise  of  anti-republican,  inquisitorial, 
and  unconstitutional  power,  and  of  the  basest  and  most 
Jesuitical  prevarication,  amounting  to  falsehood. 

The  correspondence,  sir,  gives  you  the  history  and 
the  evidence  of  all  this  guilt.  This  man,  Mr.  Ridenour, 
was  appointed  *'at  the  instance''  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  himself,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
post  office  at  Clearspring,  Maryland,  caused  by  a  re- 
moval in  1834.  He  has  since  been  removed,  without 
notice  of  charge  or  imputation  against  him  by  the  De- 
partment in  whose  service  he  was.  Blindfolded  during 
the  inquisitioQ  held  upon  his  official  conduct,  he  was  re- 
moved without  the  opportunity  of  defence.  On  the  30th 
of  April,  he  wrote  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  at  whose 
instance  he  wA  appointed,  to  inform  him  of  the  causes 
of  his  removal.  He  was  answered,  as  you  see,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  who  I  am  glad  has  attested 
the  veracity  of  the  individual  removed,  in  his  letter  dated 
the  25ih  of  April.  And  what,  sir,  do  you  suppose  was 
the  heinous  offence  for  which  this  man,  without  notice 
and  without  the  opportunity  of  defence,  was  removed 
and  attainted?    The  only  specific  charge  which  can  be 

gleaned  from  the  letter  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
^nd— a  letter  purporting  to  assign  the  causes,  drawn  by 
a  legal  hand,  acquainted  with  the  requisites  and  gist  of 
accusation  and  defence — ^the  only  specification  is,  <'it 
waa  alleged  that  your  language  and  deportment  towarda 


those  with  whom  you  differed  in  politics  was  such  that  it 
was  unpleasant  to  hold  intercourse  with  you  as  a  public 
officer!"  Angels  of  grace  defend  us!  I  suppose  Amos 
is  to  learn  his  postmasters  to  bow  with  all  the  ease  and 
elegance  of  a  Parisian  fop  to  the  dainty  customers  who 
come  to  take  out  a  letter  between  their  fingers  and 
thumbs  after  paying  the  postage.  Mercy  on  the  nice 
digits  of  that  clean  gentleman  who  could  not  afford  *'  to 
hold"  so  much  **  intercourse  with  a  public  officer"  as  to 
take  out  his  letter  or  his  newspaper,  and  pay  the  piper! 
Ah!  and  it  was  not  so  very  bad  deportment  or  language 
either,  but  only  so  *<  unpleasant"  to  the  squeamish  com^ 
plainantsi  Now,  air,  I  put  it  to  the  country  if  such  cause 
of  removal  from  office  is  to  be  tolerated?  Well  might 
the  Postmaster  General  have  been  utterly  ashamed  to 
make  known  such  a  cause  for  proscription. 

But  it  seems  he  did  decline  to  act,  at  one  period  of 
complaint,  in  absence  of  proof.  Then,  be  it  remem- 
bered, his  own  appointment  vras  not  confirmed  by  the 
Senate.  How  he  immediately  acted  aAer  he  was  fully  a 
Postmaster  General,  the  letter  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  tells  us.  The  honorable  gentleman  himself 
called  on  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  and  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  were  submitted  to  his  examination,  when 
the  person  implicated  himself  could  not  even  obtain  a 
peep  at  them.  Now,  sir,  pray  let  me  inquire  by  what 
authority  it  is  that  any  member  of  Congress  assumes,  or 
is  allowed  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  causes  for  the 
removal  of  any  executive  officer?  It  is  bad  enough  for 
the  Executive  itaelf  to  possess  and  exercise  the  power 
of  arbitrarily  removing  the  public  officers,  with  or  with- 
out cause,  at  will;  but  here,  it  seems,  judgment  was  to 
be  pronounced  by  the  representative  of  the  congres- 
sional district;  or  why  did  he,  or  was  he,  permitted  to 
examine,  unless  it  was  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  pro- 
priety and  justice  of  removal  in  the  case?  Against  all 
this,  sir,  I  protest  with  earnestness.  Here  a  member  of 
Congress  informs  us,  in  effect,  that  he  appointed  and  he 
removed.  There  are  too  many  potentates,  sir,  for  me, 
multiplying  in  the  land.  It  is  bad  enough  to  be  subject 
to  the  capricious  wills  of  a  President  and  a  Postmaster 
General,  but  it  is  intolerable  to  have  the  independence 
of  official  station  prostrated  by  this  prsctical  transfer  of 
executive  functions  and  authority  to  a  deputy  of  the  le- 
gislative department.  Thus,  sir,  in  receiving  accusa- 
tions against  the  man,  and  in  trying  him  in  his  absence, 
without  notice  or  hearing,  and  in  giving  both  his  appoint- 
ment and  removal  to  a  member  of  this  House,  an  odious 
inquisition  was  established,  and  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  constitution  and  of  ofllcial  duty  was  committed  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  And  by  removing  this  man 
without  other  cause  than  that  for  « opinion's  sake,"  vio- 
lence was  done  to  private  and  public  justice,  and  to 
every  principle  of  true  republicanism. 

But,  sir,  I  adduce  this  letter  more  especially  to  show 
that  there  were  complaints  and  accusations  brought 
against  this  Mr.  Ridenour,  setting  forth  pretended  causes 
of  removal;  and  yet,  when  these  causes  were  called  for, 
or  demanded,  I  should  say,  he  received  for  answer,  I 
presume,  from  the  tenor  of  the  reply,  the  letter  of  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  36th  April,  obviously  imply- 
ing, if  not  expressly  asserting,  that  there  had  been  no 
«  attacks  upon  the  character"  of  the  removed;  and,  con- 
sequently, implying,  if  not  asserting,  a  palpable  fiilse- 
hood!  Yes,  sir,  taken  alone,  one  would  suppose  that 
the  letter  of  this  kitchen  king  meant  clearly  to  say: 
''There  were  no  chfirges  against  you,  sir;  if  there  had 
been,  you  should  have  oeen  furnished  with  all  the  meant 
of  defence;  but  I  will  let  you  know,  sir,  that  I  claim  of 
my  own  good  will  and  pleasure  to  <  supersede'  a  post- 
master aatUntum^  though  his  character  be  unsuspected 
and  his  official  conduct  unimpeached;  and"— ending 
with  an  aphorism  of  patent  democratic  republican  New 
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York  democracy,  **  no  man  has  vested  rights  in  oflice," 
wholly  regardless  of  a  man's  stake  in  a  good  reputa- 
tion! be  might  have  concladed»  in  imitation  of  the 
«*God  and  liberty"  of  Santa  Anna's  self,  with  «' Van 
Boren  and  the  spoils!"  And  if  this  is,  as  I  believe  it  is, 
bis  Majesty's  meaning,  it  is  as  false  and  fatal,  in  my 
mind,  as  the  direct  falsehood  that  there  were  no  impu- 
tations upon  the  man's  character.  What,  sir,  no  impu- 
tation upon  character  to  remove  a  man  from  a  station  of 
responsibility  and  of  trust  without  making  known  the 
cause  of  removal!  This  might  be  expected  from  one 
who  never  did  know  bow  to  estimate  the  worth  or  value 
of  moral  standing)  but  is  it  not  considered  by  evety  man 
in  this  country  who  himself  has  respect  for  character, 
that  there  is  something  rotten  in  one's  character  who 
has  been  thought  unworthy  to  serve  by  those  put  in 
office  for  the  very  duty  of  judging  of  the  competency 
of  men  to  iill  your  public  ofBcesr  The  estimation  of 
character  has  sunk  low,  or  the  estimation  of  your  higher 
officers  has  sunk  still  lower,  if  such  is  not  the  impression 
of  the  public  mind;  and  if  the  judgment  would  not  be, 
that  charity,  laudable  charity,  perhaps,  in  the  Depart- 
ment, conceals  the  charge  or  cause  from  the  public  eye. 
And  there  is  the  evil  of  this  outrage:  if  a  jealous  and 
strict  regard  to  jpod  character  and  official  uprightness 
will  not  save  a  faiihful  officer  in  his  place,  what  will?  If 
the  faithless  and  the  faithful  in  public  trusts  are  to  be 
treated  indiscriminately  alike,  how  is  public  opinion  to 
be  formed-^  Where  are  the  guards  of  public  virtue, 
where  the  preventives  of  official  vice?  Certainly  they 
will  soon  not  be  found  in  public  opinion,  because  it  will 
be  perfectly  at  fault;  no,  sir,  not  at  fault,  for  every  man 
must  become  convinced  that  it  is  more  honorable  to  be 
removed  from  office  by  such  men  as  Amos  Kendall  than 
to  serve  under  him.  But  that  is  a  grevious  evil  in  a  re- 
publican Government  of  itself,  that  subordinate  officers 
who  have  character  must  go  out  of  office  because  the 
higher  officers  who  come  in  have  none. 

But,  besides  the  falsehood  in  fact  and  the  falsehood  in 
principle  contained  in  this  letter,  I  look  with  Indignation 
at  its  audacious  impudence  and  haughty  insolence!  Its 
tone  and  temper  become  this  meek  man  Amos  exceed* 
ingly !  Is  he  who  thus  dares  to  add  insult  to  injury  not 
Amos  Kendall  still,  though  he  be  Postmaster  General? 
Can  the  leopard  change  his  spots,  or  the  Ethiopian  his — 
blackness?  (Here  some  one  said  <*skin.")  No,,  not 
skin,  blackness!  I  am  speaking  of  the  *<  intus,"  not  the 
**  cute."  Verily,  sir,  the  man  must  he  mad,  or  he  must 
imagine  that  we  have  all  forgotten  who  he  is,  who  thus 
dares  to  taunt  public  sentiment  by  his  proud  oppression. 
But  it  is  natural,  sir.  I  beg  pardon;  I  never  knew  in  my 
life  a  maid  or  man  servant  promoted  from  the  kitchen  to 
the  parlor,  but  what  he  or  she  put  on  more  airs  than 
those  who  had  been  in  the  parlor  all  their  lives. 

His  report  proceeds  to  say: 

«<  When  a  citizen  leaves  his  home  in  the  States,  and 
accepts  a  clerkship  in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  a  per- 
nnanent  employment,  he,  in  effect,  surrenders  all  pros- 
pect of  rising  to  the  higher  honors  of  his  country,  and 
even  all  hope  of  acquiring  extensive  wealth." 

Now,  sir,  this  I  deny.  The  wary  watchman  of  the 
current  of  honor  or  of  wealth,  as  Amos  in  his  own  case 
has  proved,  can  here  better  catch  the  tide  which  leads 
on  to  fortune  than  any  where  else;  and  if  I  mistake  not, 
there  be  many  of  the  officers  of  the  executive  depart- 
nnents  of  this  Government,  who  are  now  laying  the 
broAdest  foundations  for  the  most  *<  extensive  wealth," 
and  have  already  **  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
and  the  evidence  of  tbin|^  not  seen!"  Your  public  lands 
and  your  public  money,  if  I  am  not  as  blind  as  a  bat,  are 
not  devouring  each  other  up;  but,  by  certain  *<  agents," 
are  performing  the  most  kindly  and  cooveoient  offices  of 
accommodation  for  each  other! 


Again,  sir,  he  says: 

*'  Faithful  clerks  have  sometimes,  though  not  often, 
been  advanced  to  chief  clerks;  but  probably  no  case  has 
occurred  since  the  organization  of  the  Government,  in 
which  they  have  been  promoted  to  the  higher  stations." 

Now,  sir,  that  word  **  faithful"  has,  in  these  degener- 
ate times,  two  meanings.  It  is  used,  but  rarely,  how- 
ever, in  a  virtuous  acceptation;  but  in  the  common  par- 
lance of  Washington  city  it  is  reputably  used  in  the  sense 
of  party  corruption.  I  heard  a  gentleman  of  "  the 
party"  say,  the  other  day,  that  he  knew  of  no  two  hard- 
er things  in  the  world  than  ■<  to  get  a  good,  i.  e.  a  virtu- 
ously faithful  officer  into  office,  and  to  get  a  bad,  i.  e. 
a  corrupt  party  faithful  officer  out."  My  life  upon  it, 
sir,  **  the  faithful"  clerks,  par  exeeilenee,  never  fail  to 
be  promoted,  or  to  get  rich;  if  they  do,  it  is  their  own 
fault,  for  I  am  sure  they  want  not  the  opportunities. 
And  Amos— modest  man — aeain  forgets  that  his  own  is 
a  case  which  **has  occurred  since  the  organization  of 
the  Government,  in  which'  one  at  least  has  "  been  pro- 
moted to  the  higher  station"  from  the  lowest  degrada- 
tion. But  men  thus  promoted  always  remember  to  for- 
get the  low  degree  from  whence  they  came,  and  despise 
the  rounds  of  the  ladder  by  which  they  climbed  to  emi- 
nence, power,  and  honor. 

There  was  once  a  time  when  appointments  were  not 
made  from  <*  political  considerations,"  but  the  question 
was  asked — **  Is  he  honest,  is  he  capable,  is  be  faithful 
to  the  constitution?"  [ftere  Mr.  Bxaumont,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  heard  to  say,  •*  that  is  what  constitutes  a 
democrat."]  Yes,  less  than  that  constitutes  a  true  dem- 
ocrat. I  would  leave  out  the  word  «  capable;"  but  give 
me  an  "honest"  man,  "faithful  to  the  constitution," 
and  that  sufficeth  with  me  for  his  democracy.  I  will  not 
require  a  man  to  be  learned,  in  order  to  be  right  in  poll- 
tics,  or  in  private  life.  The  two  qualifications  alone  are 
sufficient  to  make  a  good  democrat,  but  a  man  must  have 
all  three  qualifications  to  make  a  good  officer.  But  now- 
a-days,  each  and  every  of  the  once  valued  attributes^ 
honesty,  capacity,  and  faithfulness  to  the  constitution, 
totally  disqualify  a  man  for  holding  any  office  in  the 
compass  of  "  the  party"  patronage.  Instead  of  asking 
now  whether  he  is  honest,  they  must  know  if  he  is  a 
good  spoils-monger— whether  he  is  capable,  if  he  is  ca- 
pable of  being  made  a  tool— whether  he  is  faithful  to 
the  constitution,  if  he  is  faithful  to  the  constituted  au- 
ihorities?  Times  have  monstrously  changed,  and  the 
monsters  of  the  change  are  in  nothing  greater  thkn  in 
the  meaning  of  the  commonest  words  of  the  political  vo- 
cabulary, since  the  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  proscribed 
forty,  I  am  told,  during  his  administration,  whilst  no  less 
than  upwards  of  eight  hundred  were  proscribed  in  the 
first  year  of  the  first  reign  of  General  Jackson.  So 
much  for  the  improvements  of  the  age  and  the  march  of 
mind— the  people  will  not  say  there  is  no  matter. 

As  I  am  now  done  with  Mr.  Kendall's  principles  and 
practices  for  the  increase  of  salaries,  I  will  reply  to  an 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Mahh.] 
Sir,  I  think,  with  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hae- 
LAH,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ab- 
Axs,]  that  this  argument  that  these  salaries  ought  to  be 
increased,  because  they  are  not  equivalent  or  proportion- 
ate to  other  salaries  of  other  Departments,  is  no  argu- 
ment at  all,  except,  perhaps,  to  show  that  these  othef 
salsries  ought  to  be  reduced.  I  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  the  subject  of  incresse  of  salaries  ought  not  to  be 
touched  until  we  take  up  all  the  salaries  of  all  ihe  De- 
partments, and  equalise  them  according  to  a  uniform 
scale  of  labor  and  responsibility,  and  corresponding 
compensation.  Every  now  and  then  some  additional  bur- 
den IS  imposed  upon  a  particular  clerk,  or  bureau  of 
clerks,  which  is  made  the  pretext  for  increase  of  pay, 
and  that  increase  in  turn  becomes  the  argument  for  an 
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increase,  of  the  compensation  of  others  who  judge  them- 
selves equally  entitled)  and  thus,  by  legislating  partially, 
or  for  particular  persons,  cases,  or  Departments,  we 
keep  up  a  constant  race  for  equality  of  compensation, 
which  ends  in  exorbitantly  high  salaries.  The  odd  ends 
are  constantly  overtaking  and  passing  each  other,  and 
the  fable  of  the  monkey  who  sat  in  judgment  upon  the 
cheese  of  the  two  cats  becomes  verified.  He  bites  from 
the  part  of  one,  and  then  from  that  of  the  other,  until  all 
is  consumed.  The  only  difference  here  is,  that  '*  we, 
the  people,"  are  not  biting,  but  bitten?  for,  according  to 
this  mode  of  legislating,  we  may  consume  the  whole 
Treasury  in  the  vain  effort  to  equalise  salaries,  by  raising 
the  lower  up  to  the  even  standard  of  those  above.  But 
this  is  one  of  the  new  inventions  to  spend  your  surplus 
revenue,  and  I  suppose  it  is  all  "according  to  the  views 
of  the  Executive." 

I  cannot  forbear  alluding  to  a  most  potent  mode  lately 
adopted,  I  believe,  to  force  an  increase  of  salaries.  If 
any  Department  has  recommended,  as  some  of  them 
have  this  session,  or  any  of  the  clerks  desire,  as  most  of 
them  always  do,  an  increase  of  salary,  you  may  have  ob- 
aerved,  sir,  that  there  has  been  considerable  and  incon- 
venient delay  in  obtaining  answers  or  reports  upon  calls 
either  from  the  House  or  the  committees  for  information. 
And  when  the  information  comes,  you  are  sure  to  be 
jogged  in  memory  with  the  old  reason  which  is  pleaded, 
and  it  is  said  ought  to  be  removed — insufficient  force 
upon  inadequate  pay.  More*  mortar!  more  mortar!  is 
the  constant  cry,  and  the  workmen'  will  not  put  what 
they  have  in  tbe  wall,  because  you  do  not  give  them 
tnore.  Delay  and  inconvenience  are  used,  whereby  to 
Yorce  Congress  to  increase  salaries^  and  clerks  who  can 
find  time,  perhaps,  to  write  arguments  in  the  form  of 
colloquies,  as  long  as  that  of  master  and  student,  for  in- 
crease of  pay,  can  scarcely  eke  out  their  copies  of  state 
papers  which  it  is  their  duty  to  write. 

Already,  sir,  the  salaries  of  this  General  Government 
are  so  extravagantly  high  that  you  have  the  whole  coun- 
try looking  up,  like  hungry  hounds,  most  wistfully  to  its 
patronage.  Tou  hold  up  the  baits  to  thousands  of  ex- 
pectants, who  gladly  take  the  least  crumb  you  gracious- 
ly let  fall,  and  who  no  sooner  taste  much  or  little  of 
Treasury  pap  than  they  begin  immediately  to  cry  for 
more,  like  leeches  for  blood,  or  like  frogs  fur  rain! 
The  disparity  of  State  and  federal  salaries  has  already 
stripped  the  States  of  their  consequence  in  distributing 
offices,  and  they  are  all  overshadowed  completely  by 
your  overweening  bounty.  Here  is  the  great  centre  of 
attraction,  and  State  service  is  of  inferior  grade,  and  has 
no  «honorables.'*  I  lament  the  effect  of  all  this.  It  is 
baneful.  I  mourn  more  especially  its  influence  upon 
poor  old  Virginia.  God  help  my  mother  State!  I  can- 
not admit  that  she  has  degenerated.  No,  sir,  she  Ts 
what  she  was;  but  the  high  bounties  have  caused  a 
**  scramble,"  as  it  is  called;  and  in  all  scrambles,  sir,  the 
men  of  mere  brute  force,  of  scanty  purses,  and  scam- 
pering principles,  will  prevail.  Her  nobler  son;i,  permit 
me  to  say,  will  not  forget  the  glory  of  their  fathers 
whiUt  they  sigh  over  their  graves.  There  was  once  a 
time — that  time  is  gone — when  Virginia's  jewels  did  not 
sigh  for  the  flebhpots  of  the  very  kitchen.  They  were 
high  patriots,  and  ambitious  too,  and  their  ambition 
siglied  only  for  the  higliest  prizes  of  emulation,  far 
above  the  paltry  pay  of  a  party.  I  mourn,  mourn  in 
sackcloth  and  ashes,  that  now  an  «  asterisk  of  the  blue- 
book,"  one  of  the  very  **exira»"  of  party  bounty,  can 
be  elected  to  a  seat  in  her  Senate.  Her  Senate  was 
never  very  distinguished,  even  in  her  palmy  days,  but  it 
never  saw  the  time  when  its  reputation  could  not  be 
sunk  lower  by  such  indignity  as  is  now  cast  upon  it  by 
the  Orange  district.  You  will  convert,  I  fear,  all  our 
legislative  halls  into  "fibambles,"  where  humau  live 


stock  will  be  bought  and  sold,  like  bogs,  and  bulls,  and 
calves,  upon  the  hoof. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  would  not  recognise  the  right 
of  the  House,  and  certainly  must  not  be  understood  to 
admit,  in  what  he  should  say,  that  any  member  of  the 
House  had  either  the  right,  or  the  power,  to  call  on  him 
to  justify  his  conduct  towards  Mr.  Ridenour.  For  that 
conduct  he  was  reaponsible  to  his  own  sense  of  propriety 
and  justice,  and  to  his  constituents  alone.  Nevertheless, 
as  his  letter  had  been  read,  he  would  take  the  occasion 
to  say  that  there  was  no  part  of  it  which  he  desired  to 
qualify  in  the  least  degree.  He  bad  acted  deliberately 
on  the  principles  contained  in  that  letter*  he  would, 
under  like  circumstances,  do  what  be  had  done  again; 
and,  moreover,  he  had  no  respect  for  any  man  who 
would,  circumstanced  as  he  had  been  in  thia  case, 
have  acted  otherwise  than  he  had  done.  Those  who 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  send  this  letter  to  the  gentle- 
man  from  Virginis,  being  probably  the  same  peraons 
who  had  impertinently  forwarded  to  him  certain  .pro- 
ceedings concerning  it,  would  be  undeceived,  if  they 
had  supposed  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  vindicate  the 
principles  upon  which  he  bad  acted,  whenever  and  by 
whomsoever  sssailed.  He  never  had  cherished,  and 
never  would  privately  cherish,  any  motive  of  political 
conduct  which  he  was  ashamed,  nay,  was  not  willing,  to 
proclaim  publicly  to  be  his,  in  any  assembly  in  Christen- 
dom.   The  facts  in  this  case  sre  these: 

About  two  years  since,  while  Ma)or  Barry  was  Post- 
master General,  1  received  from  him  a  letter,  requesting 
roe  to  name  an  individual  to  be  appointed  postmaster  at 
Clearspring,  in  place  of  the  then  incumbent.  This  re- 
{|uest  being  unexpected,  I  was  not  prepared  to  comply  with 
it.  My  acquaintance>in  the  town  where  the  post  office 
is  situated  was  not  such  as  to  enable  me  to  decide  who 
would  be  beat  qualified,  and  most  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  district.  To  procure  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, I  wrote  to  a  gentleman  in  that  neighborhood  {pr» 
Wluirton,)  whose  name  appears  in  the  proceedings  re- 
ferred to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  asked 
him  to  recommend  a  suitable  person.  1  desired  to  have 
selected  a  political  friend,  and  expected  that  one  of  that 
class  would  be  recommended  by  the  gentleman  whom  I 
had  consulted.  He  and  myself  had  been  then  but  re- 
cently elected  by  nearly  a  party  vote  in  the  Clearspring 
district,  where  our  friends  constituted  a  majority,  one 
of  us  to  take  a  seat  here,  and  the  other  in  the  House  of 
Delegates  of  the  State.  And  1  supposed  that  he  would 
coincide  with  me  in  the  opinion  that,  to  an  office  about 
to  be  made  vacant  by  the  removal  of  a  political  friend, 
an  individual  of  the  same  class  ought  to  be  appointed,  if 
well  qualified  to  perform  its  duties.  Whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  liberality  or  justice  of  this  sentiment  in 
the  abstract,  I  feel  certain  that  no  honorable  man  will 
contend  that  the  national  administration  ought  not  to 
give  a  preference  to  its  friends  in  Mainland,  in  all  new 
sppointments  to  be  made  there,  provided  the  public 
interests  are  well  protected  and  preserved.  In  na  part 
of  this  Union  has  political  power,  party  dominion,  been 
felt  more  sensibly  than  in  Maryland. 

Knowing,  as  I  do,  the  inexorable  character  of  the 
proscription  which  has  been  practised  by  the  whiga  of 
tliat  State,  I  have  been  filled  with  disgust,  when  the 
presses  there,  and  their  representatives  in  this  and  in  the 
other  branch  of  Congress,  have  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged that  coarse  and  bitter  denunciation  to  which 
the  national  administration  has  been  subjected,  because 
it  has  removed  public  officers  on  account  of  their  politi- 
cal opinions,  or  has  given  a  preference,  in  original  ap- 
pointments, tu  its  friends.  The  Postmaster  General  has 
declared — 

*<  Appointments  to  the  more  honorable  and  lucrative 
stations  in  this  Government  hare  been  heretofore,  and 
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will  be  bereftfter  made,  cbiefly  from  political  conrnder^- 
dons." 

And  tbia  doctrine  is  taid  to  be  *<  abominable,"  and 
** odious."  If  tbis  be  (rue,  the  wbigs  of  Maryland  have 
covered  themselves  with  obloquy,  and  ought  not  to  bold 
up  their  beads,  proudly,  as  equals,  when  associated  with 
the  national  politicians,  so  called. 

In  1826,  a  gentleman,  now  a  Senator  from  Maryland, 
was  called  from  this  House  to  become  the  Governor  of 
that  State.  In  that  capacity  he  acted  for  three  years, 
«nd  had  the  power,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  (wherein  there  was  a  majority  of  bis 
political  friends,}  to  appoint  a  host  of  civil  and  military 
officers  annually.  During  the  first  year  of  his  service, 
a  few  public  officers  were  proscribed.  In  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  the  number  was  largely  increased. 

At  the  elections  of  1839  there  was  a  political  revolu- 
tion, and  the  party  with  which  I  am  identified  became 
predominant.  All,  or  nearly  all,  the  friends  of  General 
Jackson,  who  had  been  proscribed,  were  restored  to 
office,  and  many  of  those  who  had.  roost  clamorously 
justified,  and  had  profited  by  the  proscription  that  had 
been  practised,  were  made  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  doc- 
trines which  they  had  inculcated.  In  1830  the  anti- 
Jackson  party  agpiin  triumphed,  and  a  scene  of  indiscrim- 
inate, unsparing,  inexorable,  wide-spread  proscription 
ensued.  In  the  county  in  which  I  reside,  more  than 
two  hundred  public  officers  were  turned  out;  or,  to 
adopt  the  mild  language  of  the  whigs  of  Maryland,  by 
whom  the  act  was  justified,  were  <<  loft  out'^'of  office 
on  account  of  their  opinions,  or  to  make  way  for  those 
who  wrre  willing  to  fill  the  stations  assigned  them.  No 
means  have  ever  been  adopted  to  ascertain,  with  entire 
accuracy,  the  number  of  persons  proscribed  on  that  oc- 
casion, but  I  have  seen  an  estimate,  in  the  accuracy  of 
which  I  bad  entire  confidence,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  not  less  than  two  thousand  friends  of  Jack- 
aon  in  Maryland,  in  1830-'31,  were  proscribed  by  the 
State  Executive.  It  may  be,  indeed  it  is  probable,  that 
the  highly  respectable  gentlemen^  who  discharged  these 
executive  duties  at  the  period  referred  to,  took  no  de- 
light in  the  work;  but  the  eiFeets  were  the  same  as  they 
would  have  been  if  the  actors  in  these  scenes  had 
scalped  their  political  enemies  with  pecuMar  pleasure. 
The  friends  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  were,  every 
where,  driven  from  office,  and  proscribed,  (generally, 
not  universally.)  They  have  endured  for  yesrs  a  hail 
storm  of  persecution  for  opinion's  sake.  They  have 
been  hunted  by  the  terriers  of  party,  like  wild  beasts  of 
the  mountains,  from  brake  to  bramble.  But,  sir,  it  xn^ 
with  pride  and  pleasure  I  proclaim  that  they  have  not 
filled  the  land  with  weeping  and  wailing.  Tbey  have 
uttered  no  complaints  to  excite  public  sympathy.  Tbey 
have  not  begged  for  quarter.  No,  sir;  year  after  year, 
election  after  election,  tbey  have  repaired  to  the  polls} 
have  contended  boldly,  cheerfully,  with  their  adversaries 
for  mastery,  with  a  full  knowledge  that  the  odious,  hate- 
ful, aristocratic  constitution  of  Maryland  gave  to  the 
party  in  power  every  advantage.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  re- 
publicans of  Maryland  will  "stantl  up  to  the  work," 
will  carry  on  the  contest  from  generation  to  generation, 
until  my  own  native  State  is  '*  redeemed,  regenerated, 
and  disenthralled/' 

Amidst  the  exacerbation  and  excitement  which  the 
state  of  things  thus  rapidly  reviewed  was  well  calculated 
to  produce,  1  came  into  Congress.  From  this  high  po- 
aition  1  could  have  commenced  a  courtship  with  my 
political  opponents,  and  possibly  by  so  doing  might  have 
so  far  conciliated  them  as  to  have  secured  for  myself  a 
seat  in  this  House  without  contest.  Of  this  1  am  proudly 
incapable.  I  desire  to  share  the  fate  of  my  political 
friends.  Tbeir  foes  shall  be  my  political  foet.  Their 
wrongs' wilt  excite  in  my  bosom  a  reseotnent  as  warm  as 
Yojt.  XII.— 359 


could  be  engendered  by  an  injury  to  myself  in  personi 
and  wbilever  and  wherever  I  have  political  power,  it  shaH 
be  fearlessly  exerted  to  insure  for  them  equal  and  exact 
justice,  a  fair  participation  in  the  privileges  and  advanta- 
ges due  to  the  whole  people.  I  repeat,  I  envy  neither 
the  heart  nor  the  head  of  any  man  who  will  not  concede 
that  my  course  in  the  case  under  review,  and  my  avowed 
purpose  to  prefer  a  political  friend  to  a  po]iti<»l  oppo- 
nent, in  like  instances,  is  correct.  But  to  return  to  the 
statement  1  was  making. 

In  reply  to  my  letter.  Dr.  Wharton  recommended  the 
appointment  of  the  individual  who  has  been  removed; 
and,  in  the  full  expectation  that  his  appointment  would 
be  acceptable  to  those  whose  wishes  I  desired  especial^ 
to  consult,  he  was  recommended  to  M«jor  Barry,  and 
was  appointed.  Soon  after  the  appointment  was  made, 
several  highly  respectable  citizens,  immediately  interest 
ed,  applied  to  me  to  have  Mr.  Ridenour  removed,  al- 
leging that  he  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  ail  the 
friends  of  the  administration  of  his  neighborhood,  and  to 
many  of  its  opponents.  This  I  refused  to  do,  not  be- 
cause, if  strict  justice  had  been  done,  Mr.  Ridenour  had 
a  right  to  be  exempted  from  that  proscription  for  opin- 
ion's Sake  which  he  assists  his  friends  to  practise  in  Mary- 
land {  but  1  forbore  to  act,  in  a  spirit  of  magnanimity,  in 
the  hope  that  he  would,  by  his  courteous  deportment, 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  all  concerned.  This  expecta^ 
tion  was  not  gratified.  Repeated  complaints  were  made 
to  me  on  account  of  his  rude  and  insulting  deportment 
towsrds  those  with  whom  he  differed  in  politics,  when 
they,  on  business,  called  at  the  post  office.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  deputy  postmasters,  or  a  subordinate  in 
any  other  Department,  should  servilely  copy  and  adopt 
the  opinions  of  those  who  administer  the  Government; 
neither  is  it  maintained  that  official  incumbento  shall  base- 
ly cringe  or  fawn  upon  those  from  whom  they  receive 
appointments,  or  become  superciiioos  tq  the  people  with 
whom  tbey  are  to  hold  intercourse. 

But  it  is  insisted,  decidedly,  that  no  subordinate  officer 
has  a  right,  when  holding  official  intercourse  with  any 
portion  of  the  people,  to  insult,  wantonly,  their  feelings, 
by  coarse  personal  denunciations  of  .the  public  men  for 
whose  patriotism  and  public  services  the  whole  country 
owes  a  heavy  debt  of  gratitude.  If  deputy  postmasters 
entertain  such  personal  contempt  for  their  superiors  is 
office,  that  they  cannot  avoid  giving  vent  to  it  long 
enough  to  hand  a  letter  or  a  newspaper  to  a  customer, 
let  them  show  that  they  have  more  self-respect  than  love 
for  office,  and  resign.  No  spirited  overseer,  no  negro- 
driver  of  the  South,  will  hold  employment  for  mere  love 
of  power  or  emolument,  if  be  entertains  no  respect  what- 
ever fur  his  employer.  Liberal  and  enlightened  men 
love  to  tolerate  freedom  of  speech  and 'freedom  of  opin- 
ion; but  no  one  ought  to  sympathize  with  or  countenance 
that  intolerance  and  bigotry  which  make  men  denounce 
as  knaves  or  fools  all  who  diflTer  with  them  as  to  the 
means  best  calculated  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 

Contrary  to  my  hopes  and  expectations,  the  removed 
postmaster  became  more  and  more  obnoxious,  until  a 
public  meeting  was  held  at  Clearspring,  in  the  summer 
of  1835,  at  which  resolutions  were  adopted  recommend- 
ing bis  removal.  The  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  sign- 
ed by  a  large  number  of  persons,  whom  I  know  to  be 
highly  respectable  and  influential  citizens,  were  forward- 
ed to  me,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
This  I  declined  doing.  The  proceedings  were  returned 
through  the  post  office  to  the  committee  from  whom  I 
hud  received  them,  and  the  hope  was  still  cherished 
that  the  proposed  removal  would  become  unnecessary; 
but  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Ridenour,  or  his  friends,  frus- 
trated these  expectations.  Soon  after  the  pioceedings 
were  returned,  I  have  been  informed  that  several  per- 
sons who  bad  attended  the  meeting  were  subjected  to 
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UunU  and  gibes  of  a  provokinf^  character.  Penons 
who  called  at  the  store  of  Mr.  Ridenour  for  their  letters 
and  newspapers  were  directed  to  go  to  the  store  of  the 
gentleman  who  had  been  recommended  by  the  meeting 
to  be  placed  in  the  oiBce  which  Mr.  R.  held;  and  others 
who  sent  to  the  post  office  for  papers^  received  there- 
from, instead  of  the  papers  they  hsd  a  right  to  expect, 
newspapers  of  an  old  date,  that  had  been  laid  by  as  use- 
less lumber.  At  that  time,  the  infatuation  which  led  to 
these  foolish  jests  was  unaccountable.  Since  the  pro* 
ceedings  have  been  published,  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  referred,  I  think  a  clue  to  them  may 
be  found.  It  is  there  stated  that  I  had  refused  to  rec* 
ommend  the  removal  of  Mr.  Ridenour,  unless  Dr.  AVhar- 
ton  would  approve  the  measure.  This  is  not  so.  I  gave 
no  such  pledge.  It  is  probable  that  an  inference  of  that 
kind  was  drawn  from  what  I  did  do,  and  that  inference 
may  have  induced  that  iniatuated  and  ridiculous  conduct 
which  was  increased  greatly  by  Mr.  R's  continuance  in  of- 
fice. In  a  letter  which  accompanied  the  proceedings  of 
the  meetinfT  returned  by  me,  I  had  requested  a  gentleman 
to  call  on  Dr.  Wharton,  and  ask  him  to  do  me  the  jus- 
tice to  explain  how  and  why  Ridenour  had  been  appoint- 
ed; for  until  then,  I  had  not  made  known  to  the  public 
the  agency  of  that  gentleman  in  the  matter.  He  had 
been  named  by  his  friends  as  my  competitor  for  a  seat 
in  Congress,  and  I  was  not  willing  to  throw  upon  him 
any  part  of  the  responsibility  of  making  an  unpopular 
appointment,  before  the  congressional  convention  at 
Hagerstown  had  nominated  me  for  re-election,  lest  it 
should  be  said  that  I  dreaded  his  competition,  and  desi- 
red to  lessen  his  influence  to  secure  my  own  nomination. 
After  my  nomination  had  been  made,  and  he  had  decli- 
ned being  a  candidate,  1  felt  no  such  restraint,  and  refer- 
red a  gentleman  to  him  for  information.  The  same  gen- 
tleman requested  the  Doctor  to  sign  a  memorial  recom- 
mending Ridenour'a  removal,  which  he  refused  to  doi 
and  from  this  circumstance,  I  presume,  originated  the 
belief  that  without  Dr.  Wharton's  signature,  no  memo- 
rial to  the  Postmaster  General  would  be  effectual. 
Whether  this  erroneous  impression  was  thus  derived  or 
not,  it  is  very  probable  that  it  was  one  of  the  sources, 
if  not  the  chief  source,  of  that  unbecoming  conduct 
of  Mr.  Ridenour,  or  bis  friends,  that  has  been  men- 
tioned. 

The  opinion  seems  to  have  prevailed  that  he  would 
not  and  could  not  be  removed,  unless  Dr.  Wharton  gave 
his  assent  to  the  measure,  and  he  and  his  friends,  in- 
stead of  a  magnanimous  forbearance  towards  those  whose 
attempts  bad  been  defeated,  practised  those  insulting 
jes^s  and  .taunts  which  alone  would  have  fully  justified 
the  proceedings  of  the  Postmaster  General.  Another 
inemorial  to  Mr.  Kendall,  accompanied  by  letters  fur- 
nishing the  facts  that  have  been  here  given,  was  for- 
warded to  me,  to  be  sent  to  the  Post  Office  Department. 
It  was  forwarded,  and  has  been  treated  as  mentioned  in 
my  letter  that  was  read  to  the  House  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

This  is  the  second  time  that  I  have  been  compelled  to 
trouble  the  House  with  explanations  concerning  mat- 
ters of  which  it  has  no  cognizance.  Reluctant  as  I  am 
to  engage  in  these  unprofitable  and  idle  discussions,  they 
could  not  be  avoided,  unless  I  was  willing  to  be  misunder- 
a'ood  by  honorable  men  here,  and  have  my  motives  mis- 
represented before  my  constituents. 

Mr.  HAKLAN  then  moved  to  reduce  the  salaries  pro- 
posed in  the  amendment,  according  to  a  schedule  pre- 
pared by  him,  according  to  the  now  established  rate  of 
salaries,  with  the  exception  of  allowing  watchmen  four 
instead  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

The  question  was  divided,  so  as  to  vote  first  upon  all 
the  salaries  except  that  of  watchmen. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  question 


was  taken  upon  the  first  part  of  Mr.  Habiah's  proposi- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  84^  nays  60. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER,  being  inquired  of,  said  the  previous 
question  would  apply  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
would  cut  off  all  amendments  not  sdopted  by  the  House, 
and  the  section  under  consideration  also^  ss  it  had  not 
been  finally  concurred  in. 

Mr.  HALIi  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  LANE  renewed  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
was  lost. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  then  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  suggested  a  further  modification,  which 
was  accepted  by  Mr.  Hablav,  to  give  to  the  messenger, 
#700;  to  two  assistant  messengers,  #400  each;  to  one, 
$350;  and  to  the  two  watchmen,  $350;  and,  with  these 
modifications,  the  section  was  finally  agreed  to. 

The  46th  section,  having  been  sidopted  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  next  taken  up,  as  follows: 

<*  Sec.  46.  Beit  further  enacted.  That  the  following  an- 
nual  salaries  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  to  the  clerks  and  messengers 
herein  provided  for  the  service  of  his  office,  to  be  paid 
as  aforesaid,  viz: 

«  To  the  Auditor,  #3,000. 

«To  the  chief  clerk,  $2,000. 

'*To  the  four  principal  clerks,  each  1 1,700. 

"To  ten  clerks,  each  $1,400. 

«*To  twenty  clerks,  each  $1,200. 

«To  eight  clerks,  each  $90a 

«  To  the  messenger,  $900;  and  to  the  assistant  messen« 
ger,  $600." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARLAN,  the  section  was  amended 
so  as  to  give  the  following  salaries,  vizt  To  the  Auditor, 
$3,000;  to  the  chief  clerk,  $1,700;  to  the  four  principal 
clerks,  each  $1,400;  to  ten  clerks,  each  $1,000;  to 
twenty  clerks,  each  $800;  to  eight  clerks  each  $600;  to 
the  messenger,  $700;  and  to  tbe  assistant  messengers, 
$450;  and,  as  thus  amended,  the  section  was  concurred  In. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  an  additional  sec- 
tion, providing  that  the  act  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  July  next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  his  motion,  previously 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  relation  to  boxes 
and  pigeon-holes  in  post  offices,  and  providing  that  boxes 
shall  be  put,  and  individuals  using  them  shall  pay  one 
dollar  annually  to  the  use  of  the  Government. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  McKlM,  HAWES, 
WHITTLESEY,  HOWARD,  UNDERWOOD,  G. 
LEE,  and  PHILLIPS,  the  question  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  67  to  60. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  an  amendment,  providing  that 
**  all  letters  or  packages  sent  by  such  express  mail  shall 
be  post  psid ." 

Mr.  ANTHONY  called  for  the  previous  question;  and 
the  question  being  taken,  the  vote  stood,  yeas  69,  nays 
40;  not  a  quorum. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  negatived. 

Mr.  WARD  requested  that  the  motion  for  tbe  previous 
question  might  be  withdrawn,  in  order  that  the  House 
might  consider  and  act  upon  the  subject  of  the  salaries  of 
postmasters.  By  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  UUdbewoob,]  the  in- 
come of  their  offices  in  all  the  principal  cities  would  be 
materially  reduced;  and  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  do 
justice  to  them,  to  adjust  their  compensation  anew. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  declined  to  withdraw. 

The  question  was  then  tsken  on  seconding  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  the  call  was  sustained. 

After  which,  tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
I  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 
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On  •motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR»  the  House  then  took  up 
the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes,  and  concurred 
in  the  amendnDents  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  f  and 
also  adopted  several  other  amendments  proposed  hy  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  by 
several  members  of  the  Housei  after  which,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TuvmsDAT,  JvvB  3. 
ADDITIONAL  PAYMASTERS. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  half  an 
hour  only,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
three  additional  paymasters  of  the  army. 

ObjectioB  being  made,  Mr.  J.  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule;  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  set  apart  to-morrow,  from  11 
till  13  o'clock,  for  the  same  purpose.    Lost. 

HOSPITAL  AT  OCRACOKE  BAR,'  N.  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  rose  to  ask  the  House  to  take  op  the 
bill  to  establish  a  marine  hospital  at  Ocracoke  bar,  \n  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  He  would,  with  the  indulgence 
of  the  House,  state  that  this  was  not  only  of  importance 
to  the  SUte  from  whence  he  came,  but  to  the  whole 
country,  and  particularly  to  the  Northern  States.  Owing 
to  the  northeasterly  winds  which  prevailed  in  that  section, 
and  the  obstructions  to  our  navigation,  vessels  were  not 
unfrequently  detained  for  weeks.  This  was  in  the  sickly 
season;  and,  for  want  of  comfortable  quarters,  a  great 
many  seamen  died.  He  stated  that  there  was  not  a  point 
in  the  United  States  where  an  hospital  was  more  needed 
than  at  this  place. 

The  motion  was  objected  to;  and  a  motion  by  Mr.  S. 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  was  lost. 
POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  change  the  organization  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  same,  was  read 
B  third  time.  . 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  a  view  to  a 
particular  consideration  of  the  section  relating  to  boxes 
and  pigeon-holes  at  the  larger  post  offices.  He  referred 
to  the  effect  of  the  section  in  reducing  the  compensation 
of  postmasters,  and  said  it  would  have  a  disastrous  effect, 
among  others,  upon  the  postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 
When  the  proposition  was  made  to  cut  off  this  source  of 
income,  it  was  said  that,  after  it  was  cut  off,  the  salaries 
of  the  postmasters  would  be  properly  and  probably 
raised,  but  that  had  not  been  done;  and  he  felt  it  to  be 
bis  duty  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  CONNOR  hoped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw 
the  motion,  and  allow  the  bill  to  go  to  the  Senate, 
where,  no  doubt,  proper  provisions  would  be  mude.  It 
was  a  long  bill,  of  furty-five  sections,  and  could  not  be 
properly  arranged  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  supported  the  same  proposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  he  voted  for  the  amendment, 
upon  the  expectation  that  the  committee  would  immedi- 
ately report  a  bill  to  raise  the  salaries  of  postmasters  in 
the  large  cities.  Ue  knew  well  that  $2,000  was  not  an 
adequate  sum  for  postmasters;  and  if  the  salaries  were 
not  raised,  he  should  be  forced,  perhaps  against  his 
judgment,  to  go  back  to  the  old  system. 

Mr.  REED  hoped  the  House  would  not  consent  to  go 
back  to  the  old  system. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  alluded  to  the  time  that 
had  been  spent  already  upon  the  bill,  and  hoped  it 


would  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Senate,  when  it  could  be 
properly  amended  by  the  Senate's  committee. 

Mr.  BELL  observed  that  the  House  were  about  to 
pass  a  bill  with  which  they  themselves  were  dissatisfied^ 
knowing  it  to  be  imperfect,  but  on  the  presumption  that 
the  Senate  would  amend  it.  He  thought  that  a  very 
improper  mode  of  legislation.  The  House  had  no  guar- 
antee that  anv  such  amendments  would  be  made  by  the 
Senate;  and  he  thought  gentlemen  bad  made  the  sug- 
gestion without  much  reflection.  The  House  ought 
never  to  pass  a  bill  which  all  would  agree  was  imper- 
fect, but  should  spend  the  necessary  time  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  modified  his  motion,  so  as  to 
commit,  with  instnictions  to  strike  out  the  forty-fif\h 
and  forty-sixth  sections,  or  to  Increase  the  salaries  of 
postmasters  in  the  several  large  cities  and  towns  in  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginis,  inquired  if  the  committee 
would  be  confined  to  the  instructions,  or  whether  they 
could  take  up  and  amend  other  parts  of  the  bill;  'and 
upon  being  answered  that  the  committee  would  be  bound 
by  and  confined  to  the  instructions,  he  said  he  should 
vote  for  the  recommittal.  He  was  opposed  to  the  sec- 
tion, because  he  thought  it  would  operate  much  injus- 
tice. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  went  into  statements 
to  show  that  the  salaries  in  several  cities  would  be  wholly 
inadequate  to  support  a  competent  postmaster,  and  that 
some  of  the  postmasters  in  minor  offices,  if  deprived  of 
their  perquisites,  Vould  suffer  severely  in  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  hoped  the  House  would  not  now  take 
up  the  subject  of  increasing sslaries.  It  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  do  it  with  justice,  with  the  information  now 
in  possession  of  the  House.  He  hoped  the  sections 
would  be  stricken  out,  as  a  monstrous  encumbrance  to 
the  bill,  and  that  the  subject  would  be  more  deliber- 
ately acted  upon  hereafter. 

Mr.  EVERETT  was  opposed  to  the  instructions,  snd 
was  not  willing  to  increase  the  salaries  of  postmasters. 
He  thought,  as  all  of  their  clerks  and  office  expenses 
were  provided  for  by  the  Government,  and  as  very  small 
talents  were  required,  and  the  postmaster  was  a  mere 
supervisor,  there  would  be  an  abundance  of  applications 
from  competent  persons  to  obtain  the  offices,  even  at 
#2,000  salary.  That  salary  he  thought  enough;  at  any 
rate,  he  wished  the  experiment  to  be  tried  at  the  present 
salaries,  as  the  bill  then  stood.  There  was  no  office  in 
the  country  which  required  so  small  a  modicum  of 
knowledge,  and  he  thought  |2,000  per  annum  an  ample 
compensation  for  the  services. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  he  did  not  feel  the  alarm  ex- 
pressed by  some  gentlemen  at  the  operation  of  this  bill. 
He  complained  of  the  imperfect  information  frequently 
given  to  the  House;  and  when  upon  that  the  House 
have  matured  a  measure,  at  the  last  moment,  some  head 
of  a  Department  or  of  a  bureau  would  send  in  informa- 
tion to  show  that  all  had  been  wrong  in  the  understand- 
ing of  the  House.  He  hoped,  though  he  made  no  mo- 
tion, that  the  operation  of  the  bill,  at  least  in  regard  to 
these  sections,  would  be  postponed,  so  as  to  enable  the 
House  to  receive  further  information,  and  to  examine 
the  subject  understandingly.  He  was  opposed  to  going 
back  to  the  old  system. 

Mr.  RKED  moved  an  amendment  to  the  instructions, 
providing  that  the  bill  shall  be  so  amended  that  these 
sections  shall  take  effect  on  the  4th  of  March  next.  He 
said  that  would  give  time  for  proper  reports  to  be  made, 
and  at  the  next  session  the  subject  of  the  salaries  might 
be  properly  regulated,  while  this  evil  practice  would  be 
suppressed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  defended  the  sections.  He 
thought  the  salaries  were  sufficiently  large;  but  if  they 
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were  not,  they  could  be  raised.  He  was  opposed  to 
having  five  and  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  extorted  from 
the  people,  more  than  is  allowed  by  law;  and  he  hoped 
the  operation  of  the  sections  would  not  be  postponed  a 
moment,  in  order  to  continue  the  practice. 

Mr.  WISE  read  the  law  of  extortion,  and  said  this 
practice  came  under  the  definition,  and  was  clearly  an 
mdictable  offence,  punishable  with  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, and  removal  from  office.  It  was  extortinfi^  money 
from  the  people  under  color  and  by  virtue  of  office;  and 
when  it  was  known  to  have  existed  to  so  monstrous  an 
extent,  he  wanted  to  know  why  the  Government  had  not 
instituted  prosecutions  to  punish  and  suppress  it?  He 
said  these  were  bad  times,  when  extortions  were  not 
merely  tolerated,  but  when  it  came  up  with  a  bold  front 
and  demanded  to  be  sanctioned  by  law.  He  referred  to 
the  example  as  well  as  the  effect,  and  said,  that  while 
the  salaries  of  collectors  of  the  customs  were  less  than 
these  exorbitant  receipts  of  postmasters,  it  would  not  be 
long  before  they  would  devise  some  mode  of  extortion 
equally  efficacious  and  equally  liable  to  be  sanctioned  by 
the  Government.  Receivers  of  moneys  for  public  lands, 
clerks  of  departments,  and  even  legislators,  would  fol- 
low in  the  train  of  corruption  to  get  their  fees  and  re- 
wards. After  alluding  to  many  corrupt  practices,  which, 
he  said,  were  carried  out,  or  begun  to  be  carried  out, 
by  the  present  administration,  he  said  he  wanted  the 
whole  understood  and  ripped  up  from  the  foundation. 
Be  contended  that  the  salary  of  $3,000,  was  sufficient 
in  New  Tork;  but  if  it  were  not,  the  salary  should  be 
raised,  rather  than  this  crime  should  be  allowed  and 
tanctioned  by  law,  and  that  the  effect  of  the  crime,  and 
the  example  of  the  crime,  should  be  legalized.  He  ex- 
amined the  salaries  of  judges  and  officers  in  Maine,  none 
of  whom  received  so  much  as  |3,000,  and  said  that  the 
average  of  income  of  respectable  lawyers  in  New  York 
would  not  amount  to  that  sum.  He  hoped  the  sections 
would  not  be  stricken  out,  because,  if  some  evils  might 
arise,  he  knew  of  none  that  could  be  so  great  as  those  of 
the  practice  which  they  would  correct. 

Mr.  LANE  argued  at  length  to  show  that  this  case 
was  not  analogous  to  cases  of  fraud  and  extortion;  and 
defended  the  practice  as  one  of  equal  convenience  to 
the  postmaster  and  the  community.  It  was  a  matter  of 
fair  bargain,  and  there  was  no  compulsion,  or  extortion, 
or  corruption,  involved  in  it. 

Mr.  JENfFER  did  not  think  the  bill,  as  it  is,  would 
operate  injustice  to  the  postmasters,  which  some  mem- 
bers anticipated.  He  thought  the  practice  an  abuse,  and 
wished  it  discontinued,  though  he  was  willing  to  pay 
postmasters  fair,  adequate  salaries,  and  let  the  people 
See  that  they  did  their  duty. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT,  after  a  few  remarks,  called  for  the 
previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  main  question  will  be,  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass?"  cutting  off  the  motion  to  commit. 

The  previous  question  having  been  seconded — ^yeas 
67,  nays  57— the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass?  was  put, 
and  carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  division. 

INDIAN  ANNUITIES,  &c. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that  the  **  fortification 
bill"  was  properly  the  first  in  order,  but  there  was 
another  bill,  for  "  Indian  annuities,"  returned  from  the 
Senate  with  some  important  amendments,  which  was 
much  more  urgent  than  any  other,  and  which  he  hoped 
would  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  EVERETT  hoped  the  bill  would  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow,  inasmuch  as  it  would  bring  up  a  debate, 
and  the  necessary  documents  had  not  all  come  in,  in  re- 
lation to  the  origin  of  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  would  merely  state  that  this  bill 
Was  sent  to  the  Senate  two  months  ago,  and  remained 


there  unacted  upon  until  the  War  Department  wrote 
and  urged  the  Senate  to  act  upon  it.  If,  howerer,  a  dis- 
cussion was  to  arise  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Semi- 
nole war,  the  sooner  it  was  brought  on  the  better.  The 
people  of  Georgia,  Alabams,  and  Floricfa,  were  suffering 
for  want  of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  which  was  agreed 
to,  and 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Smitb  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department,  for  Indian  annuities,  and  for 
other  similar  objects,  for  the  year  1836." 

The  following  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  agreed 
to  without  a  division: 

1st.  •*  For  the  payment  of  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, #800." 

2d.  **  For  the  payment  of  interest  on  an  annuity  oa 
11,000  to  the  Cherokees,  by  the  treaty  of  the  34th  of 
October,  1804,  and  which  was  not  paid  till  the  year 
1825,  $12,600;  which  sum  shall  be  paid  in  the  same 
manner  and  in  the  same  proportions,  to  the  Cherokeei 
east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  that  the  annuity  itself  ii 
payable." 

3d.  "  Providedf  however.  That  no  part  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Florida  Indians  shall  be  paid  to  any  in* 
dians  who  have  been  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
United  States,  unless  in  such  change  of  circumstances  as 
may  induce  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  direct 
the  same  to  be  paid." 

The  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  to  increase 
the  item  for  ••  locating  reservations,  and  certifying  con- 
tracts, under  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  of  the  24tb  of 
March,  1832,''  from  f7,000  to  $14,000. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
moved  to  disagree  to  this  amendment,  and  entered  into 
a  minute  explanation  in  relation  thereto. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  LAWLER,  GLAS- 
COCK, HATNES,  TOWNS,  CAMBRELENG,  OWENS, 
BELL,  and  LEWIS, 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  an  amendment  to  the  Senate's 
amendment,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  additional  agents  for  certifying  and  for 
investigating  frauds,  if  he  shall  deem  it  necessary. 

The  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  BELL, 
McKAY,  ASHLEY,  GLASCOCK,  LEWIS,  LYON, 
HAWES,  TOWNS,  and  OWENS.     . 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BELL,  both  amendments 
were  passed  over  for  the  present,  and  the  committee 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  other  amendments, 
some  of  which  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported progress. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  bill  was  made  the  special 
order  of  the  dav  from  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  to<>morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Fbibat,  Junb  3. 
TIME  OP  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  proposing  to  change  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  to  fix  a  day  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  long  session,  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time. 

[This  bill  proposed  that  Congress  should  assemble  on 
the  first  Monday  of  the  month  of  November  in  each  year, 
and  that  the  adjournment  of  the  first  session  should  take 
place  on  the  second  Mondajr  in  May,  unless  the  two 
Houses  should  otberwite  provide.] 
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Time  of  Meeting  of  Congrut. 


[H.  01  R, 


Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WARDWRLL  aeid,  unless  tome  vtry  good  rea- 
•ons  were  offered  why  the  bill  should  be  committed,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  considered  at  once.  For  himself,  be 
could  see  no  necessity  for  committing  it  at  alL 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  hoped  it  would  be  committed,  or  at 
least,  if  it  did  psss,  he  hoped  it  would  undergo  some  al- 
teration. He  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERCER,  WHIT- 
TLESEY of  Ohio,  GLASCOCK,  and  McKENNAN, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  and  Mr.  SPEIGHT,  respectively, 
withdrew  their  motions. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  that  the  House  then  take 
up  the  bill. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone  it  till 
Thursday  next.    Lost. 

Mr.  GILLET  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  which  anticipated  an  earlier  meeting  of  Con- 
gress and  a  much  earlier  adjournment  of  the  long  session. 
Our  sessions  were  clearly  extended  too  late  in  the  season 
for  the  health  of  the  members,  or  the  proper  despatch 
of  public  business.  Our  meeting  is  at  a  time  extremely 
injurious  to  the  health  of  those  who  come  from  a  great 
disUnce.  The  constitution  gives  us  the  power  of  fixing 
the  time  of  meeting,  but  leaves  the  question  of  adiourn- 
inent  untouched.  Now,  though  he  was  favorably  Im^ 
pressed  with  the  proposition  to  meet  earlier,  he  had 
strong  doubts  whether  we  have,  by  the  constitution,  the 
power  to  prescribe  to  our  successors  the  time  at  which 
they  shall  terminate  their  labors.  It  was  his  impression 
that  the  constitution  contemplated  that  each  House  should 
judge  for  itself.  It  prescribes,  in  case  of  disagreement, 
that  the  President  may  adjourn  Congress  to  such  time  as 
he  shall  see  fit.  His  mind  had  been  brought  to  the  con- 
clusion that  each  Congress  must  judge  for  itself  as  to  its 
time  of  adjoumraenr.  But  he  might  be  wrong,  and  he 
wished  the  opinion  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  that 
point.  If  he  was  wrong,  and  should  be  convinced  of  that 
£ict,  he  should  cheerfully  vote  accordingly.  That  com- 
mittee might  give  us  an  argument  which  should  set  him 
right.  Until  then,  he  must  follow  the  convictions  of  his 
judgment,  and  vote  against  the  bill.  He  could  not  con- 
sent to  attempt  to  control  future  Congresses.  They  will 
be  accountable  to  the  people,  and  they  ought  not  to  be 
■o  shocked  as  not  to  be  fully  responsible  for  all  their  acts. 
If  they  should  be  adjourned  by  this  law  without  tratis- 
•cting  the  public  business,  they  would  charge  the  fault 
upon  this  Congress.  In  order  to  have  this  subject  fully 
examined  and  properly  understood,  he  therefore  re- 
newed the  motion  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  R.  M.  JOHN- 
SON, 

Mr.  BRIGG8  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  it  would  be 
in  order  to  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  that 
clause  which  prescribes  the  day  of  adjournment  of  the 
long  sessions? 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  would  not  be  in 
order  pending  the  present  motion  to  commit  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said  the  bill  contained  two  propositions: 
one  fixing  the  first  Monday  of  November  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,  and  the  second  Mondsy  of  May 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  first  session  of  each  future 
Congress.  As  he  believed  the  House  was  now  prepared 
to  act  upon  the  subject,  he  hoped  the  motion  to  commit 
would  not  prevail.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  first  part  of 
the  bill,  but  opposed  to  that  part  of  it  which  undertakes 
to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  of  a  future  Congress,  he- 
tn  hit  opinion,  it  came  in  direct  conflict  with  the 


third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  By  that  section  of  the  constitution, 
if  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  "shall  disagree  with  re- 
spect to  the  day  of  adjournment,  the  President  may  ad- 
journ them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper."  The 
bill  declares  that  such  adjournment  shall  take  place  on 
the  second  Monday  of  May,  unless  the  two  Houses^  by 

i'eint  resolution,  shall  fix  upon  a  different  day.  Should 
loth  Houses  be  opposed  to  that  day,  by  force  of  this  law 
that  must  be  the  time;  though,  by  the  constitution,  the 
President,  in  case  of  such  disagreement,  has  the  power 
to  fix  the  day.  This  law,  in  such  a  case,  takes  away 
this  clear  and  explicit  constitutional  right  of  the  Execu- 
tive. For  this  reason,  he  was  opposed  to  that  part  of 
the  bill.  He  hoped,  however,  the  House  woi^ld  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  act  upon  the  subject;  strike  out  the  last 
clause,  and  pass  that  part  of  the  bill  which  fixes  an 
earlier  day  for  the  future  meeting  of  Congress. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  VANDERPOEL, 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  till 
twelve  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the 
consideration  of  this  bill;  which  was  agreed  to  without 
a  count. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
OWENS,  read  through  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  PATTON  briefly  opposed  it,  and  Mr.  HARDIN 
made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  it;  when 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Gxi- 
lit]  had  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  he  hoped  that  that  motion  would  not,,  in  any 
event,  prevail;  as  every  gentlemsn  was,  no  doubt,  now 
ready  to  vote  finally  on  the  bill;  and  he  would  ask  the 
Chair  what  the  main  qtiestion  would  now  be,  if  the  pre- 
vious question  were  ordered? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  main  question  would  be, 
whether  the  bill  should  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  demanded  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House — ^taken  by  tellers: 
Yeas  90,  nays  39;  and  the  main  question  was  ordered 
to  be  put  without  a  count. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

The  main  question,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
readinff.  was  then  Uken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  119,  nays  66.  So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it 
referring  to  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
as  he  deemed  that  provision  to  be  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  amend  the  instructions,  by  pro- 
viding that  the  bill  be  further  amended,  so  as  to  limit 
the  commencement  of  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  of 
November  to  the  second  session  only,  or  every  other  year. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  contended  that  the  provision  prescri- 
bing the  time  of  adjournment  was  at  variance  with  the 
constitution,  and  totally  conflicted  with  the  fifth  clause 
of  that  instrument.  It  was  a  clear,  palpable,  manifeat 
violation  of  the  constitution.  Moreover,  he  was  unwil- 
ling that  the  House  of  Representatives  should  put  them- 
selves within  the  control  of  the  Senate,  a  smaller  body, 
which  would  be  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  also  opposed  the  bill.  He  said  the 
very  time  of  meeting  (in  November)  was,  of  all  other 
seasons  in  the  year,  the  most  important  for  the  Southern 
farmer.  He  also  took  the  ground  of  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  second  provision  of  the  bill,  in  reference  to 
the  dsy  of  adjournment. 

The  hour  of  twelve  having  arrived,  the  special  order 
was  announced  by  the  Chair. 
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Potomac  Bridge — Indian  JrmuiHea,  Ue. 


[Juvv  3»  1836. 


Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
fame  for  one  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  then  pending; 'which  was 
agreed  to:  Teas  123»  nays  not  counted. 

^f,  SPEIGHT  concluded  his  remarks  in  support  of 
tb^  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  was  opposed  to  the 
bill,  and  had  so  shown  by  his  vote.  It  was  evident, 
however,  that  a  very  Urge  majority  of  the  House  were 
in  favor  of  it;  and  as  there  would  therefore  be  no  use 
in  a  lengthy  discussion,  he  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the  House. 
Teas  80,  nays  59;  and  the  main  question  was  ordered 
to  be  put  without  a  count. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

The  main  Question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
it  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas 
101,  nays  81.     So  the  bill  was  passed. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  damage  sustained 
by  the  Potomac  bridge;  and  was  read,  as  follows: 

7b  the  Howe  of  lUpresentatives.' 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  injuries  sustained  by  the 
bridge  across  the  Potomac  river  during  the  recent  ex- 
traordinary rise  of  water,  and  would  respectfully  rec- 
ommend to  the  early  attention  of  Congress  the  legisla- 
tion therein  suggested. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Wasbivotoh,  June  3,  1836. 

7b  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States: 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  report  that,  early 
yesterday  morning  information  was  received  that,  from 
the  extraordinary  height  of  the  water  in  the  Potomac 
river,  cvused  by  the  recent  protracted  storm,  great 
quantities  of  flood  wood,  and  the  large  mud  machine 
and  scows  employed  near  Georgetown,  had  been  drifted 
against  the  Potomac  bridge,  and  were  much  endangering 
its  safety. 

Though  his  power  over  the  bridge,  since  reporting 
its  completion,  m  most  respects,  to  Congress,  last  De- 
cember, was  considered  doubtful  for  this  purpose,  yet, 
as  no  law  had  since  passed  authorizing  any  other  per- 
son to  assume  the  charge  of  it,  the  undersigned  did  not 
hesitate,  under  the  urgent  circumstances  before  named, 
to  take  immediate  steps  for  its  preservation.  Men  were 
employed,  with  suitable  means,  and  all  the  exertion  used 
which  the  violence  of  the  freshet  would  permit,  to  re- 
move the  boats  and  other  substances  which  threatened 
most  damage. 

But  notwithstanding  every  effort,  considerable  injury 
in  the  course  of  the  day  was  caused  near  the  southwest- 
ern draw,  not  far  from  which  the  machine  and  scows 
had  lodged,  and  some  slight  damage  was  done  elsewhere, 
so  that  Uie  bridge  cannot  be  again  passable  without  re- 
pairs. 

The  engineer  now  attending  to  the  bridge  estimates 
that  the  balance  of  the  old  appropriation  to  build  it, 
which  is  still  unexpended,  would,  if  made  applicable  to 
this  purpose,  be  sufficient  to  put  the  bridge  again  in 
good  condition. 

Considering  the  importance  to  this  city,  and  the  adjoin- 
ing country,  of  the  passing  over  the  bridge  being  speed- 
ily restored,  and  the  doubts  whether  this  balance  can  be 
so  applied,  and  by  whom,  without  some  new  and  special 
authority  from  Congress,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that 
the  attention  of  that  body  be  immediately  invited  to  this 
subject;  and,  as  heretofore  recommended,  that  the  charge 


of  the  bridge,  including  these  repairs,  foe  placed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings,  rather  than  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Trtatury, 

Tbbasubt  DiPAKTMBTT,  Junc  3, 1836. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Beeolvect  by  Vie  Sentde  and  House  of  Hepresenfaiives  of 
the  United  States  ofJhneriea  in  Congress  assembled^  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  have  all  repairs  made  to  the  bridge  across  the 
Potomac  river,  which  have  become  necessary  from  the 
late  flood,  and  that  the  expenses  of  said  repairs  be  paid 
out  of  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  erec- 
tion of  said  bridge,  and  which  is  now  in  the  Treasury  un- 
expended. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and,  af^er  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  MERCER  and  SHEPARD,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  this  day. 

INDIAN  ANNUITIES,  &c. 

In  execution  of  the  special  order  of  yesterday,  the 
Rouse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  **  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, for  Indian  annuities,  and  for  other  similar  objects, 
for  the  year  1836." 

The  bill  had  passed  the  House  some  time  since,  and 
was  returned  from  the  Senate  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbu» 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  disagree  to  the 
Senate's  amendment  increasing  the  item  for  **  locating 
reservations,  snd  certifying  contracts,  under  the  treaty 
with  the  Creeks  of  the  34th  of  March,  1833,"  from 
$7,000  to  $14,000. 

Mr.  LEWIS  had  yesterday  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  Senate's  amendment,  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  additional  agents  for  certifying 
and  for  investigating  frauds,  if  he  should  deem  it  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  LEWIS  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL  produced  a  document  from  the  War  De- 
partment, suting  that  |7,000  would  be  suflicient  for  the 
purposes  of  the  object  to  be  accomplished. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then  disagreed  to. 

The  ninth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then  read,  as 
follows! 

*•  For  the  removal  of  Creek  Indians,  and  their  subsist- 
ence for  one  year,  including  subsistence  of  those  recent- 
ly removed,  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  of  former  appropriations, 
three  hundred  and  forty-eight  tboussnd  two  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars." 

"  For  the  removal  of  Seminole  Indians,  and  their  sub- 
sistence for  one  year,  in  addition  to  a  balance  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars  of  former  appropriations,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents." 

Mr.  BELL,  under  instructions  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  agree  to  this  amendment,  with  the  following  amend- 
ments: 

Before  the  word  <' Creek,"  in  the  first  line,  insert 
"  twenty-one  thousand." 

Strike  out  •*  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty,"  and  inaert,  in  lieu  thereof,  *'  one 
million  and  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty." 

Strike  out  *'  one  hundred  and  fifly-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,"  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  **  one  hundred  thousand  dollars." 
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Indian  Jlnnuitiea,  &c. 


[H.  ov  B. 


Mr.  EVBRBTT  proposed  •  sobatitute  for  the  above, 
to  come  in  after  the  Senate's  amendment,  as  follows: 
*<  Under  the  13th  article  of  the  Creek  treaty  of  1832, 
and  for  holdin|f  treaties  with  the  hostile  Indiana  east  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  and  to  their  removal  west  of  that 
river,  $6T5,3S0,**  Mr.  EviBiTTsaid  he  had  not  expect- 
ed to  address  the  House  on  any  subject  connected  with 
oar  Indian  relations  until  a  few  days  a|^.  The  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  the  Indian  hostilities  bad  been  brought 
before  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  papers 
relating  to  it  had  been  referred  to  him  for  examination. 
He  bad  intended  before  the  close  of  the  se^ion  to  pre- 
sent his  views  in  the  shape  of  a  report.  When,  how- 
ever, this  amendment  was  adopted  in  that  committee— 
an  amendment  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars,  for  the  removal  of  the 
whole  Creek  nation  by  force,  in  violation  of  an  existing 
treaty — he  had  felt  himself  compelled  to  change  his  pur- 
pose, and  to  present  his  views  to  the  House  whenever 
that  amendment  should  be  considered.  Should  that  pass, 
a  report  would  be  to  but  little  purpose. 

He  regretted  that  this  extraordinary  appropriation 
should  hav*  been  attached  to  an  ordinary  appropriation 
bill.  It  placed  him  in  the  dilemma  of  being  charged  with 
obstructing  the  passage  of  the  bill,  of  the  urgency  of 
which  no  one  was  more  sensible  than  himself)  or  with 
the  responsibility  of  permitting  a  measure  to  pass  in  si- 
lence, which,  in  his  conscience,  he  believed  to  be  repug- 
nant to  our  moat  sacred  obligations,  and  of  the  most  haz- 
ardous tendency.  He  had  desired  that  this  appropria- 
tion should  have  been  reported  in  a  separate  bill.  Had 
it  been  so,  this  bill  would  have  passed  as  soon  as  it  was 
reported,  and  all  delay  would  have  been  avoided.  He 
did  not,  therefore,  consider  himself  responsible  for  the 
delay.  This  was  not  the  first  time  that  important  meas- 
ures had  been  attempted  to  be  carried  through  on  the 
back  of  a  general  appropriation  bill.  The  House  was 
sufficiently  forewarned  of  the  consequences.  The  blame 
would  rest  on  those  who  first  interposed  the  obstacle. 
Mr.  E.  said,  the  country  being  in  fact  in  a  state  of  war, 
witboat  stopping  to  inquire  by  whose  fault  we  had  be- 
come involved  in  it,  be  had  voted  for  every  appropria- 
tion asked  for  defence,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  asked.  But 
the  present  question  relates  to  the  future,  and  to  conse- 
<iuenees  which  demand  that  it  should  not  pass  without 
investigation. 

Mr.  EvBBiTT  requested  the  Clerk  to  read  the  12th 
article  of  the  Creek  treaty  of  the  24lh  of  March,  1833. 

•*  Art.  13.  The  United  States  are  desirous  that  the 
Creeks  should  remove  to  the  country  west  of  the  Missis* 
sippi,  and  Join  their  countrymen  there;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  agreed  that,  as  fast  as  the  Greeks  are  prepared 
to  emigrate,  they  shall  be  removed  at  the  expense  of  the 
tJnited  States,  and  shall  receive  subsistence  while  upon 
the  journey,  and  for  oi)^  year  after  their  arrival  at  their 
new  bomea  i  Provided,  however.  That  this  article  shall 
not  be  construed  so  as  to  compel  any  Creek  Indian  to 
emigrate,  but  they  shall  be  free  to  go  or  stay,  as  they 
please.'' 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  obligAtionwe  have  assumed; 
this  is  the  right  we  have  guarantied  to  every  Creek  In- 
dian— to  go  or  stay,  as  he  pleases.  To  render  this  right 
ofviifue,  to  enable  the  Creeks  to  subsist  themselves  where 
they  wei^,  if  they  choose  to  remain,  the  treaty  secured 
to  ninety  principal  chiefs,  each,  640  acres  of  land,  and  to 
every  other  head  of  a  Creek  family  320  acres.  These 
reservations  are  their  homes,  on  which  they  are  entitled 
to  remain.  But  from  these  it  is  now  proposed  to  re- 
move them  by  force. 

The  amendment  proposes  to  remove  31,000  Creeks; 
that  is  the  estimated  number  of  the  whole  nation.  It 
does  not,  in  terma,  propose  to  remove  them  by  force*, 
that  purpose  is,  however,  arowed  explicitly  in  the  letter 


of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  committee,  asking  for  the 
appropriation;  and  if  the  appropriation  be  granted,  the 
Executive  will  consider  himself  authorized  to  use  it,  and 
will  use  it  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  asked.  This 
letter  is  dated  on  the  19th  of  May,  and  statest  «The 
state  of  affairs  among  the  Creek  Indians  in  Alabama  has 
induced  the  President  to  direct  the  necessary  measures 
to  be  taken  for  their  removal.  Heretofore,  the  instruc* 
tions  have  been  in  conformity  with  the  treaty — to  remove 
them  as  they  were  voluntarily  prepared  to  go.  But  ac- 
tual hostilities  have  commenced,  and  it  Is  essential  to 
their  existence,  as  well  as  to  the  safety  of  the  settlements 
in  contact  with  them,  that  they  should  be  established  in 
their  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  without  delay.  The 
right  to  remove  them  by  force,  if  necessary,  results  from 
the  attitude  in  which  they  have  placed  themselves,  by 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,"  &c. 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  our  treaty  obligation  on 
the  oiie  hand,  and  the  power  claimed  on  the  other.  On 
what  ground  is  it  claimed?  It  can  be  claimed  only  on 
the  ground  that  the  treaty  is  dissolved  by  a  war  on  the 
part  of  the  Creek  nation.  An  act  of  hostility  by  an  in- 
dividual, or  one  of  the  bands  of  the  tribe,  would  not 
have  that  effect.  No,  sir;  it  must  be  a  war  between  the 
Creek  nation  and  the  United  States;  that  only  would  dis- 
solve the  obligation  of  the  treaty;  and  before  this  House 
sanctions  the  exercise  of  this  high  power— this  war  pow- 
er, of  removing  the  whole  Creek  nation  by  force — it 
should  be  satisfied  that  the  Creek  nation  baa  made  war 
upon  us,  as  a  national  act.  On  what  evidence  is  this  House 
called  upon  to  act?  On  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  a  committee,  stating  that  actual  hostilities  have  com- 
menced, unaccompanied  by  any  evidence  of  the  char- 
acter or  extent  of  those  hostilities.  It  gives  us  no  facts 
on  which  his  declaration  is  founded,  to  enable  the  Hou:  e 
to  judge  if  the  right  to  remove  the  Creeks  by  force  is 
justifiable.  Are  we  to  act  on  this  declaration?  Are  we 
to  collect  our  facts  from  newspapers,  private  letters,  or 
rumors^  And  if  we  should,  what  do  they  all  amount  to? 
From  no  source  that  can  be  relied  on  have  I  sufficient 
evidence  to  believe  that,  at  the  date  of  this  letter,  any 
white  man  had  seen  twenty-five  Creeks  imbodied  in 
arms.  True,  this  is  no  evidence  that  more  have  not  been 
in  arms.  But  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  whole  number  was  then  less  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

There  is,  however,  some  negative  testimony.  I  will 
refer  the  committee  to  a  semi-official  publication  in  the 
Globe  of  the  30th  of  May.     It  states  that  ••  Colonel  Ho- 

San  wrote,  on  the  24th  of  April,  that  there  «  as  no  more 
isposition  among  the  Creeks  of  the  upper  towns  for 
hostilities  than  there  was  among  the  citizens  of  Washing- 
ton, and  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  such  dis- 
position among  the  Creeks  of  the  lower  towns."  This 
lett<:r  was  received  here  on  the  5th,  and  <*on  that  day 
Governor  Clay  was  again  informed  that,  should  the  In« 
dians  meditate  hostilities,  any  force  he  might  find  ne- 
cessary to  call  out  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
would  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  same  information  and  the  same  authority  was  given 
to  Governor  Schley,  on  the  13lh  of  May."  This  is  the 
account  of  the  Indian  hostilities,  as  published  on  the  30lh 
of  May.  The  orders  of  the  Governors  of  Alabama  and 
Georgia  do  not  refer  to  actual  hostilities,  but  to  medi- 
tated hostilities. 

But,  sir,  if  a  state  of  war  exi&ts,  uhy  has  no  communi- 
cation of  the  fact  been  made  by  the  President?  I  do  not 
go  the  length  of  saying  there  should  be  no  communica- 
tion between  the  heads  of  the  Departments  and  the  com* 
mittees  of  this  House.  In  matters  of  minor  conRequenc<>, 
convenience  requires  it.  But,  sir,  on  questions  involv- 
ing a  change  of  our  relations  with  nations  with  whom 
we  have  treaties— on  questions  of  peace  and  war— I  hold 
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that  a  head  of  Department  and  committees  of  the  House 
are  not  the  proper  organs  of  communication  between  the 
Executive  and  Congress.  Such  communication  should 
be  made  by  the  President,  and  to  both  Houses,  to  whom 
it  appertains  to  take  order  thereon.  Measures  new  and 
important  are  not  to  be  sprung  upon  the  House  through 
a  report  of  a  committee.  The  President  is  the  only  con- 
stitutional organ  of  communication  between  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  departments.  It  is  his  constitu- 
tional duty,  '*  from  time  to  time,  to  give  to  Congress  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  to  recommend 
such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  expedient."  Sir,  I 
would  hold  him  to  his  duty — to  this  responsibility,  if 
the  House  acts  on  its  own  motion,  on  its  own  informution, 
it  acts  on  its  own  responsibility.  That  responsibility, 
for  one,  1  am  not  willing,  in  this  instance,  to  assume. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  now  offer  an  amendment,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  amendment  of  the  committee.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  lessen  the  appropriation,  but  to  restrict  its  ap- 
plicaiion.  I  do  not  make  it  a  question  of  amount,  but  of 
principle.  I  am  willing  to  give  the  Executive  ample 
means  to  remove  all  the  Indians,  but  propose  to  divide 
the  amount,  so  that  a*  part  shall  be  applicable  to  the  re- 
moval of  those  who  please  to  %0y  and  the  residue  to 
those  who  may  be  in  arms;  but  that  no  part  shall  be  ap- 
plicable to  those  who  are  neither  hostile  nor  willing  to 
remove.  This  amendment  will  be  applicable  to  the 
Seminoles  as  well  as  to  the  Creeks,  and  will  also  enable 
the  Executive  to  resort  to  pacific  as  well  as  warlike 
measures  for  their  removal. 

The  amendment,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  was  for 
a  removal  of  the  Creeks  who  should  voluntarily  assent  to 
go,  and  was  based  on  the  removal  of  12,000. 
For  this  purpose.  In  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  -  -  -       $155,000 
It  appropriated  the  snm  of  •            -            -         348,230 


To  this  the  committee  of  the  House  have 
added,  under  the  call  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  on  an  estimate  for  removing  the 
residue  of  the  nation,       ... 


And  to  this  may  be  added,  for  the 
removal  of  the  Seminoles,  an 
unexpended  balance  of  -  |33,000 

And  an  additional  appropriation  of  100,000 


503,230 


675,320 
1,178,550 


133,000 


Making,  for  the  removal  of  the  Creeks  and 

Seminoles,  -  -  .  .    $1,311,550 


Should  (he  substitute  be  adopted,  the  amendment  will 
stand:  <*  For  the  removal  of  the  Creek  Indians,  and 
their  subsistence  for  one  year,  including  subsistence  for 
those  recently  removed,  in^addition  to  one  hundred  and 
fiAy-five  thousand  dollars  of  former  appropriations,  three 
hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars,  under  the  12ih  article  of  the  Creek  treaty 
of  1832. 

"For  holding  treaties  with  the  hostile  Indians  east 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  for  their  rem<  val  west  of 
that  river,  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars." 

Mr.  Chairman,  tliis  presents  the  important  question 
in  relation  to  all  the  hostile  Indians,  Creeks  and  Semi- 
noles, shall  force  be  the  only  means  of  effecting  their 
removal^  I  propose  a  pacific  measure;  and  by  the  term 
in  the  appropriation,  ••  for  holding  treaties,"  to  indicate 
to  the  Executive  the  opinion  of  this  House,  in  the  hope 
that  it  ^\\\  not  be  disregarded. 

it  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted  by  some  gtiUlemen 


that  we  cannot,  consistently  with  our  natiomd  hoaor, 
bold  treaties,  or  even  attempt  a  pacification  of  boatito 
Indians.  It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  LAw^im]  that  they  must  be  whipped  before  tfaef 
can  be  removed.  What,  sirl  send  whipped  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi!  Of  that  I  baVe  a  word  to  say 
hereafter.  Our  honor!  What  of  honor  have  we  gained 
already  in  our  attempt  to  whip  the  Seminoles?  And 
what  of  honor  must  be  gained,  if,  by  extermination,  w« 
make  a  grand  finale  of  the  hostile  tribes?  B  ut,  air,  this 
is  also  a  question  of  interest.  I  will  thank  the  Clerk  to 
state  the  amount  already  appropriated  on  account  of 
these  Indian  hostilities— [$2,620,000,  besides  rations  to 
the  starving  inhabitants]— more  will  be  immediately  re- 
quired. Add  to  this  the  expense  of  another  campaign, 
of  an  army  of  5,000.  And  to  this  the  amount  of  the 
losses  of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  and  Alabama— some 
millions  more.  This,  though  an  individual  loss,  is  not  the 
less  a  loss  to  the  country.  Possibly  it  may  become  % 
direct  national-  loss*  On  that  question  I  do  not  intend 
to  commit  myselft  but,  sir,  if  the  sufferers  claim  indem^ 
nity,  they  will,  as  their  only  g^und,  base  their  claims  on 
the  fact  that  their  loss  was  occasioned  (to  use  the  mildest 
phrase)  by  an  improvident  act  of  the  Government.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  look  to  the  loss  of  human  life. 

It  is  evident,  sir,  that  the  Seminole  war  was  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  the  Creek  hostilities.  Other  causes 
have  no  doubt  concurred— causes  of  irritation,  produp 
cinga  predisposition  to  hostility,  called  into  action  by  the 
success  of  the  Seminoles.  What  shall  be  done?  Shall 
we  fiffht  it  out  to  the  last,  or  attempt  a  pacification?  Sir, 
in  selecting  our  course,  much  will  depend  on  theanswer 
to  the  question,  **  is  our  quarrel  just?"  And  it  is  time 
this  question  was  answered. 

In  answering  this  question,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  in^ 
quire  into  the  causes  of  the  Seminole  war.  I  sliall  stop 
where  the  war  commenced,  leaving  it  for  others  to  ex- 
amine into  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted. 
I  pass  this  over  to  the  military  gentlemen  of  the  House—- 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs— to  institute  the 
proper  inquiry.  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  do  their  duty. 

Preliminary  to  the  investigation,  I  will  suggest  two 
considerations,  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  during 
the  investigation.  The  first  is^  the  unequal  terma  on 
which  we  always  treat  with  the  Indian  tribes^our  supe- 
rior intelligence — their  necessities— the  fitct  that  our 
treaties  are,  as  they  say,  white  men's  treaties,  made  in 
our  language,  translated  by  our  interpreters,  and  by 
them  imperfectly  understood,  and  imperfectly  remem- 
bered. The  other  is,  that  we  are  our  own  historiansi 
we  tell  the  Whole  story  $  they,  particularly  the  Seminoles, 
were  refused  permission  to  send  a  delegation  here  to 
tell  their  part  of  the  story.  In  reply  to  their  application, 
they  were  told,  "This  made  the  President  angry.'^ 
From  considerations  such  as  these,  in  all  questions  of 
doubt,  proper  allowances  should  be  made  in  their  favor. 

I  will  also  notice  some  things  of  minor  importance, 
which  may  have  hsd  an  unfavorable  infiuence— the  eager 
desire  of  the  whites  to  obtain  their  land.  General  £«ton, 
in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  March,  1835,  says: 

"The  people  here  want  the  lands  on  which  they  (the 
Seminoles)  reside)  and  they  will  urge  a  removal, /as  out 
ntfwif  and  the  Big  Swamp,  which,  in  the  treaty,  is  de- 
clared to  be  tlie  first  of  their  country  to  be  vacated,  is 
of  high  repute;  and  it  is  that  on  which  the  eyes  of  specu- 
lators are  fixed." 

The  unprincipled  desire  to  obtain  their  negroes. 
General  Thompson,  in  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  October, 
1834,  ssys! 

"There  are  many  very  likely  negroes  in  this  nations 
some  of  the  whites  in  the  adjacent  settlements  manifest » 
restless  desire  to  obtain  themi  and  1  have  no  doubt  that 
Indian-raised  negroes  now  in  poBseitioa  of  the  whitest 


Digitized  byL^OOQlC 


4145 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4146 


JvirmS,  1836.] 


Ihdian  J8nnuiiie$,  Ue. 


[H.  ov  R. 


0ome  of  the  negroes  in  the  nation,  with  ■ome  of  the  In- 
dians,  have  been  induced,  by  bribef7  op  otherwise,  to 
itir  up  hostility  among  the  Indians  to  the  intended  emi- 
gration, for  the  purpose  of  detaining  the  negroes  here 
until  the  territorial  jurisdiction  shall  be  extended  over 
the  Indian  country,  so  as  to  enable  fraudulent  claimants 
to  prosecute  their  claims  in  the  territorial  courts,**  &c. 
The  opposing  influence  of  the  negroes,  excited  by  the 
fear  of  their  being  sold  to  slave-dealers. 

General  Thompson,  in  his  letter  of  the  STth  of  April, 
1835,  a  letter  of  great  interest,  says: 

*'  Application  was  made  to  me  this  morning  for  per- 
mission to  purchase  negroes  of  the  Seminole  Indians, 
«nder  a  letter  from  the  office  of  Indian  afl^airs,  addressed 
to  General  Call,  in  which  the  Commissioner  says,  as  there 
is  no  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  slaves  by  the  Indians, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  interference  of  the  depart- 
ment to  allow  the  Indians  a  privilege  which  they  already 
have."  "The  negroes  in  the  nation  dread  the  idea  of 
being  transferred  from  their  present  state  of  ease  and 
comparative  liberty,  to  bondage  and  hard  labor  under 
overseers  on  sugar  and  cotton  plantations.  They  have 
always  had  a  great  influence  on  the  Indians.  They  live 
in  villages,  separate,  and,  in  many  cases,  remote  from 
their  owners,  enjoying  equal  liberty  with  their  owners, 
and  with  the  single  exception  that  the  slave  supplies  his 
owner  annually,  from  the  product  of  his  little  field,  with 
corn  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  crop;  in  noinstance 
that  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  exceeding  ten  bushelsi 
the  residue  is  considered  the  property  of  the  slave.  Many 
of  these  slaves  have  stocks  of  horses,  cows,  and  hogs, 
with  which  the  Indian  owner  never  assumes  the  right  to 
intermeddle.  I  am  thus  particular  on  this  point,  that 
you  may  understand  the  true  cause  of  the  abhorrence  of 
the  negroes  of  even  the  idea  of  any  change;  and  the  in- 
dulgence so  extended  by  the  owner  to  the  slave  will  en- 
able you  to  credit  the  assertion  that  an  Indian  would 
almost  as  soon  sell  his  child  as  his  slave,  except  when  in 
a  slate  of  i ntoxication.  ** 

On  this  occasion,  sir.  General  Thompson  did  his 
duty — ^he  refused  permission  to  the  applicsnts  to  pur- 
chase slaves  or  to  say  any  thing*  on  the  subject.  The 
answer  to  this  letter  is  not  among  the  papers  in  my 
possession. 

In  this  investigation,  I  shall  endeavor  to  confine  my- 
self to  our  own  record.  I  regret,  sir,  that  the  documents 
ju^t  laid  on  your  table  are  not  printed,  and  in  the  hands 
of  all  the  members,  that  they  might  go  along  with  me, 
page  by  page.  I  desired  that  the  discussion  should  be 
delayed  a  day  or  two  for  that  purpose.  But  it  is  the** 
pleasure  of  the  House  that  the  discussion  shall  now  pro- 
ceed. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1821,  the  Creek  treaty  of  In- 
dian Springs  was  concluded.  At  that  time  the  Seminole 
band  was  a  component  part  of  the  Creek  nation.  To 
this  treaty  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  hereafter. 

On  the  18th  o(  September  1823,  the  treaty  of  Camp 
Moultrie  was  concluded  with  the  Seminoles,  they  having 
then  separated  from  the  Creeks.  By  this  treaty  we  en- 
gaged to  pay  them  annuities  for  twenty  yesrf,and  guaran- 
tied to  them  their  narrow  limits.  They  were  restricted 
from  the  seacoast,  and  confined  to  the  hammocks  and 
swamps,  which  they  are  now  defending  to  the  last  drop 
of  blood.  Miserable  as  their  country  is,  they  cling  to  it 
with  the  grasp  of  death.  This  treaty,  unless  abrogated 
by  a  subsequent  treaty,  was  an  existing  treaty  at  the 
coosmeneement  of  the  present  war. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1832,  the  Seminole  treaty  of  Payne's 
Landing  was  concluded.  The  Seminoles  have  alleged 
that  it  was  forced  upon  them.  But,  sir,  in  our  own  story 
I  find  no  evidence  of  the  fact;  all  that  I  find  is,  that  at 
that  time  they  were  in  a  state  of  starvation;  we  deemed 
it  a  fit  occasionfor  holding  a  treaty.  We  were  not,  how- 
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ever,  the  causs  of  their  famine;  nor  were  we  accounta- 
ble for  its  consequences.  We  did  no  more  than  to  take 
all  due  advantage  of  the  fact. 

I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  preamble  and  the  Tth 
article: 

•'  The  Seminole  Indians,  regarding  with  just  respect 
the  solicitude  manifested  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  the  improvement  of  their  condition,  by  rec- 
ommending their  removal  to  a  country  more  suitable  to 
their  habits  and  wants  than  the  one  they  at  present  oc- 
cupy in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  are  willing  that  their 
confidential  chiefs.  Jumper,  Fuch-a-lus-ti-co-had-jo, 
Charley  Emartla,  Coi-had-j'*,Holati-£martbi,  Yaha-hadjo, 
Sam  Jonesy  accompanied  by  their  faithful  interpreter, 
Abraham,  should  be  sent,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  as  early  as  convenient,  to  examine  the  country 
assigned  to  the  Creeks  west  of  the  Mississippi  river;  and 
should  they  be  satisfied  with  the  character  of  that  coun- 
try, and  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  Creeks  to  re- 
unite with  the  Seminoles  as  one  people,  the  articles  of 
the  compact  and  agreement  herein  stipuUted  at  Payne's 
Landing,  on  the  Ocklawaha  riYer,  this  ninth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirt}'-two,  between 
James  Gadsden  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States^ 
and  the  undersigned  chiefs  and  headmen  for  and  in  be- 
half of  the  Seminole  Indians,  shall  be  binding  on  the  re- 
spective parties.** 

"Akticlx  VII.  The  Seminole  Indians  will  remove 
within  three  (3)  years  after  the  ratification  of  this  agree- 
ment, and  the  expenses  of  their  removal  shall  be  defi^yed 
by  the  United  States;  and  such  subsistence  shall  also  be 
furnished  them,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve  (12) 
months,  after  their  arrival  at  their  new  residence,  as  in 
the  opinion  of  the  President  their  numbers  and  circum- 
stances may  require;  the  emigration  to  commence  as 
early  as  practicable  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-three  (1833;)  and  with  those  Indians  occupying 
the  Dig  Swamp,  and  other  parts  of  the  country,  beyond 
the  limits  as  defined  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Camp  Moultrie  creek,  so  that  the  whole 
of  that  proportion  of  the  Seminoles  may  be  removed 
within  the  year  aforesaid;  and  the  remainder  of  the  tribe, 
in  about  equal  proportions,  during  the  subsequent  years 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four  and  five  (1834  and 
1835.") 

In  relation  to  this  treaty,  I  shall  now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
endeavor  to  sustain  the  three  following  positions: 

I.  That  the  treaty  never  became  obligatory  on  the 
Seminoles. 

II.  That  the  Government  have  attempted  to  execute 
it  contrary  to  their  own  interpretation. 

III.  That  they  have  attempted  to  execute  it  by  an  act 
of  war,  before  the  commission  of  any  hostile  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Seminoles. 

If  I  sustain  these  positions,  I  shall  have  shown,  satis- 
factorily, the  csuses  of  the  Seminole  war;  and  answered 
the  question,  "  is  our  quarrel  just?" 

The  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing  never  became  obliga- 
tory on  the  Seminoles. 

1.  Because  the  condition  precedent,  on  which  alone 
it  could  become  obligpitory,  was  not  fulfilled. 

That  condition,  in  substance,  was,  that  the  Seminole 
delegation  should,  after  visiting  the  Western  country^ 
be  satisfied  with  the  character  of  the  country  to  which 
they  proposed  to  emigrate;  and,  also,  of  the  favorable 
disposition  of  the  Creeks  (who  were  entitled  to  the  coun- 
try, and  with  whom  it  was  proposed  they  should  here- 
after reside)  to  reunite  with  the  Seminoles  as  one 
people. 

The  delegation  visited  the  Western  country,  and,  be- 
fore their  return,  or  having  any  communication  with 
their  tribe,  on  the  38th  March,  1833,  at  Fort  Gibson, 
signed  articles  with  our  oommiMiontPs,  by  which  they 
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expressed  tbemselves  satisfied  with  the  character  of  the 
coantrjr,  and  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  Creeks 
to  unite  with  the  Seminoles  as  one  people.  This,  on  the 
face  of  it,  with  the  exception  of  the  chanf^e  of  the  word 
unite  for  reunite,  is  a  literal  declaration  of  what  was  re- 
quired by  the  treaty.  But  was  it  a  substantial  compli- 
ance? Was  it  an  act  of  which,  in  good  f^itb,  we  ought 
to  avail  ourselves?  Is  the  complaint  of  the  Indians  with- 
out caused  General  Thompson,  in  his  letter  of  the  28th 
October,  1834,  states  it  in  their  own  language:  <<  Jumper 
says  they  agreed  at  Payne's  Landing  to  go  and  examine 
t|ie  country  I  but  they  were  not  bound  to  move  to  it  until 
the  nation  should  agree  to  it  after  the  return  of  the  dele- 
gation." 

The  delegation  were  their  confidential  chiefs^the 
agents  of  the  Seminoles;  or,  if  you  please,  umpires,  au- 
thorised to  determine  for  them.  But,  sir,  were  not  the 
Seminoles  to  be  heard  before  them  as  well  as  the  United 
States?  They  were  not  heard.  The  delegation  went  to 
▼isit  the  West,  and  there,  before  returning  to  consult 
tbe  Seminoles,  surrounded  by  the  whites,  signed  their 
determination.  The  Seminoles  complained,  and  with 
justice,  that  the  determination  was  made  on  an  ex  parte 
bearing.  On  their  return,  the  delegation  reported  that 
they  were  satisfied  with  the  country  and  the  Creeks 
there.  But  their  objection  was  to  the  hostile  disposition 
of  the  surrounding  tribes;  that  they  saw  scalps  brought 
in.  They  were  then  told  treaties  would  be  made  with  the 
hostile  tribes,  of  which  they  would  be  informed.  Sir, 
they  claimed  a  right  to  be  heard,  before  their  delega- 
tion made  a  final  decision. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  most  material  part  of  the  ob- 
jection. A  part  of  tbe  condition  was,  that  the  delega- 
tion should  be  satisfied  with  the  disposition  of  the 
Creeks— of  the  Creek  nation — to  reunite  with  them  as 
one  people.  T  now  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  facts. 

By  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Creek  nation  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  on  the  24th  March,  1833,  almost  cotem- 
poraneous  with  the  Seminole  treaty,  the  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi  was  secured  to  the  Creek  nation.  The  i 
emigration  commenced;  and  it  appears,  by  a  document 
annexed  to  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs of  February,  1834,  that  the  whole  number  of  the 
Creeks  who  bad  emigrated  to  the  west  was  only  2,459; 
while  the  number  remaining  east  was  22,638.  The 
assent  of  the  delegation  to  the  supplemental  treaty,  de- 
claring themselves  satisfied,  was  yielded  on  the  28th 
March,  1833:  they  had,  therefore,  consulted  only  this 
small  portion  west.  This  was  known  to  our  commis- 
•loners  at  the  time,  and  to  our  Government  before  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty.  This  is  no  technical  ground 
of  objection.  But  a  consequence  resulted  that  formed  a 
substantial  reason  why  the  Seminoles  should  decline  to 
emigrate. 

.While  a  component  part  of  the  Creek  nation,  the 
Seminoles  were  a  separate  band,  and,  as  such,  were 
united  with  the  Creeks.  The  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing 
contemplated  a  reunion— ^not  an  amalgamation.  By  the 
treaty  concluded  with  the  Creeks  west,  on  the  14th 
February,  1833,  and  the  supplemental  Seminole  treaty 
of  28th  March,  1833,  the  Seminoles  were  to  be  located 
by  themselves,  and  a  tract  of  land  was  designated  for 
their  location.  Their  rights  to  any  location  depended 
entirely  on  the  assent  of  the  Creek  nation.  The  Creeks 
west  assented  for  themselves  only;  but,  in  rclaiion  to 
this,  the  Creeks  east  were  neither  consulted  nor  inform- 
ed. Tlie  fact  of  this  treaty  of  the  Creeks  west  was  con- 
cealed  from  them.  Perhaps  the  term  eonctaUd  is  too 
strong;  it  was,  however,  not  communicated  to  them. 
These,  as  inferences,  are  drawn  from  a  document  which 
I  will  now  a>k  the  Clerk  to  read.  It  is  a  letter  from 
Oeneral  Eaton  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  8:h 


March,  1835,  to  a  portion  of  which  I  will  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee: 

<*  There  is  another  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  these 
people:  a  separate  tract,  out  of  the  Creek  lands,  has 
been  set  apart  for  their  homes.  There  is  a  ratified 
treaty  in  your  office,  made  by  General  Stokes,  Ellsworth, 
and  Schermerhorn,  with  the  Creeks,  which  authorizes 
the  location.  While  negotiating  with  the  Indians  last 
year,  at  Washington,  I  understock  the  Creeks  discovered 
this  act,  and  had  sent  word  to  the  Seminole  bands  that, 
while  they  were  willing  to  receive  them  in  their  limits 
as  a  portion  of  their  nation,  they  would  not  suffer  them 
to  enjoy  any  separate  allotment  of  their  soil.  This,  too, 
has  intimidated  them,  and  is,  I  dare  say,  the  essential 
cause  of  their  reluctance  to  go  off." 

Yes,  sir,  in  the  winter  of  1834,  they  discovered  this 
western  Creek  treaty,  making  tbe  separate  location: 
they  rejected  it;  they  had  a  right  so  to  do;  they  sent 
word  to  the  Seminoles  that  they  would  not  agree  to  it. 
And  this.  General  Eaton  says,  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
essential  cause  of  their  refusal  to  go  off.  But  how  was 
this  material?  What  objection  could  the  Seminoles  have 
to  an  amalgamation  with  the  Creek  nation?  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  grounds  of  their  objec- 
tion. 

By  the  Creek  treaty  of  1821,  before  mentioned,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  sum  of  1250,000  of  the  money  to  be  paid 
to  the  Creeks  for  the  cession  of  their  lands  should  be 
paid  to  citizens  of  Georgia,  for  property  taken  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  Creeks  (then  including  the  Seminoles) 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  intercourse  act  of  1802,  snd 
which  was  accordingly  reserved,  and  subsequently  paid. 
The  spoliation  provided  for  must  have  taken  place  nine- 
teen years  before  this  treaty,  and  during  these  nine- 
teen years  individuals  claimed  and  possessed  the  prop- 
erty originally  taken  from  the  citizens  of  Georgia.  The 
treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks  could  never  have  been 
intended  to  disturb  the  rights  of  individuals  of  the  tribes, 
or  any*  of  its  bands.  Between  the  date  of  that  treaty 
and  that  of  the  Seminole  treaty  of  1832,  no  such  claim 
was  set  up.  In  the  mean  time,  intermarriages  had  Uken 
place  between  the  Seminoles  and  their  slaves.  The 
first  we  hear  of  any  claim  was  prior  to  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing.  General  Thompson,  in 
his  report  of  the  l&t  of  January,  1834,  to  Governor  Du- 
val, and  by  him  enclosed  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  on  the  20th,  8a}s:  "The  principal  causes  which 
operate  to  cherish  this  feeling  hostile  to  emigration  are, 
first,  the  ftar  that  their  reunion  with  the  Creeks,  which 
will  subject  them  to  the  government  and  control  of  the 
Creeks'  national  council,  will  be  a  surrender  of  a  large 
negro  property  to  the  Creeks,  as  antagonist  claimants." 
"The  Creeks' claim  to  the  negroes  now  in  possession  of 
the  Seminoles  grows  out  of  the  treaty  of  1821."  They 
have  an  agent  now  in  the  Seminole  country  urging  the 
claim  of  the  Creeks  to  negroes,  or  their  descendants, 
which  formed  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  which  the 
Creeks  consented  to  pay  the  #250,000  to  the  Georgia 
claimants."  It  will  be  seen  that  the  claim  thus  brought 
forward  in  1834  referred  to  transactions  of  thirty-two 
years'  standing,  and  was  for  negroes  taken,  and  their 
descendants — fur  the  wives  and  children  of  the  Semi- 
noles. 

General  Thoirpson,  in  his  letter  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  of  the  15th  July,  1834,  again  refers  to 
this  claim,  in  connexion  with  the  subject  of  amalgamation. 
"  If,  as  a  distinct  body,  under  the  protection  and  control 
of  their  own  chiefs,  located  on  the  territory  assigned  to 
them  adjoining  the  Creeks,  the  Seminoles  would  be 
afraid  that  a  general  council  of  tbe  two  tribes  would  de- 
prive them  of  the  slaves  in  question,  it  seems  to  me  that 
their  fears  could  not  fail  to  be  greatly  increased  bv  a 
promiscuous  introduction  of  them  among  the  Creeks, 
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which  would  reduce  their  chiefs  to  privatei»  and  subject 
them  and  their  slaves  more  certainly  to  the  entire  con- 
trol of  the  Creeks."  Thus,  sir,  it  appears  their  objec- 
tion to  amalgamation  was  founded  on  substantial  reasons. 
Nor  were  tliey  bound  by  the  treaty  to  amalgamate  with 
the  Creeksf  nor  were  ^he  Creeks  east  bound  by  the  act 
of  the  Creeks  west,  assigning  them  a  separate  location. 
The  country  west  was  ceded  to  the  whole  Creek  nation; 
no  part  of  it  could  be  ceded  to  the  Seminoles,  without 
the  assent  of  the  Creek  nation  i  neither  the  first  10 
Creek  emigrants,  nor  the  first  100  nor  the  first  3,459, 
bad  the  right  to  cede  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  terri- 
toiy. 

Tbu^  Mr.  Chairman,  it  appears,  in  point  of  fact,  that 
the  delegation  signed  the  supplementary  treaty  at  Fort 
Gibson,  surrounded  by  our  commissioners  and  people, 
without  consulting  their  tribe;  that  they  never  consulted 
the  Creeks  east;  that  no  location  was  made  that  was  au- 
thorized by  the  Creek  nation;  and  that  this  was  known 
to  the  commissioners  at  the  time  the  supplemental  treaty 
was  signed.  In  addition  to  this,  that  the  Creeks  east  in- 
sisted on  their  amalgamation,  the  Creeks  west  had 
agreed  only  to  a  reunion;  that  the  Seminoles,  for  sub- 
stantial reasons,  refused  to  amalgamate,  and  that  all  this 
was  known  to  our  Government  before  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty.  The  act,  then,  of  the  delegation,  however 
formal,  was  an  act  done  without  authority,  and,  in  its  op- 
eration, in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  the  Seminoles.  Can, 
then,  the  United  States  honestly  or  decently  avail  them- 
selves of  this  act  as  evidence  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  con- 
dition precedent? 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  Ihst  the  question  raised  is 
between  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  and  not  between  one 
of  the  parties  and  its  citizens,  or  between  the  executive 
and  legislative  power. 

The  next  objection  to  the  validity  of  the  treaty  is,  that 
It  was  not  ratified  on  onr  part,  and  an  appropriation 
made  to  carry  it  into  eFect,  until  two  years  had  elapsed; 
during  which  period  It  was,  by  its  terms,  to  have  been 
in  the  course  of  execution. 

The  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  9lh  of  May,  1833, 
and  was  received  on  the  29ib;  and  during  the  session  of 
Congress,  which  adjourned  on  the  16th  of  July,  provi- 
sion was  made  for  commissioners  on  our  part,  to  meet  the 
Seminole  delegation  at  Fort  Gibson,  in  October,  1833. 
At  what  time  either  arrived  there,  or  for  what  reason  the 
supplemental  treaty,  or  that  with  the  Creeks  west,  was 
delayed,  does  not  appear.  The  treaty  with  the  Creeks 
was  signed  at  Fort  Gibson  on  the  14th  of  February,  1833, 
and  the  supplemental  Seminole  treaty  on  the  28th  of 
March  following,  and  received  at  Washington  on  the 
38th  of  October  of  the  same  year.  The  Seminole  trea- 
ties  were  ratified  on  the  8th  and  13th  of  April,  1834. 

From  this  statement  of  facts,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
tresity  of  1833  might  have  been  ratified*  in  1833,  and  an 
appropriation  been  made  provisionally  for  its  execution 
In  1833.  The  condition  precedent  was  to  be  fulfilled  by 
an  act  on  the  part  of  the  Seminoles^  and  required  no 
subsequent  assent  on  our  part. 

On  these  facts  I  submit,  as  an  opening  argument 
against  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  an  extract  from  the  let- 
ter of  General  Eaton  of  the  8th  of  March,  1835,  which 
bfts  been  read: 

■*  I  have  received  your  letter,  with  its  enclosures,  rel- 
ative to  removing  the  Seminole  Indians,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty  of  1833,  but  which  was  not  ratified 
until  1834.  I  pray  you,  does  not  this  circumstance  raise 
a  doubt  whether,  by  strict  rule,  the  treaty  can  be  con- 
sidered valid  and  binding?  Our  Indian  compacts  must 
be  construed  and  controlled  by  the  rules  which  civilized 
people  practise,  because,  in  all  our  actions  with  them, 
we  have  put  the  treaty-making  machinery  in  operation, 
precisely  the  same  way,  and  to  the  same  extent,  that  it 


■  ^ — ~~" 

IS  employed  with  the  civilized  Powers  of  Europe.  The 
rule  practised  upon  by  us  has  been,  and  is,  that  the  rat- 
ification shall  take  place  either  within  an  agreed  time, 
or  in  a  reasonable  time.  When  Florida  was  ceded,  in 
1819,  the  Cortes  failed  to  exchange  ratifications  within 
the  prescribed  time,  and  afterwards,  at  a  subsequent  ses- 
sion, it  was  assented  to  by  the  SpanUh  Cortes.  The 
sense  of  this  Government  was,  that  the  first  ratification 
made  by  the  Senate  was  inoperative,  and  again  the  sub- 
ject was  submitted  by  Mr.  Monroe  for  the  action  and  ap- 
proval of  the  Senate.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  prece^ 
dent  that  runs  parallel  with  this  Indian  compact.  It 
says,  one  third  shall  remove  the  first  year,  viz:  as  early 
as  practicable  in  1833;  and  one  third  in  the  next,  and 
the  next,  in  1834  and  1835.  Now,  until  1834,  when  the 
ratification  took  place,  the  treaty  was  a  dead  letter. 
It  is  in  their  power  now  to  plead,  and  say,  we  were 
ready  in  1833  and  1834;  and,  hearing  nothing  of  your 
determmation,  we  had  a  right  to  suppose  you  did  not 
mean  to  stand  by  the  treaty,  and  accordingly  our  minds 
have  changed.  With  civilized  nations,  I  think  the  plea 
would  be  available;  and,  if  so,  the  Indian  should  have 
the  benefit  of  it." 

In  consequence  of  this  letter,  the  subject  was  referred 
to  the  Attorney  General,  whose  opinion  I  now  present  to 
the  committee. 

*«ATToajrzT  GmzaiL's  Omcz, 

March  36,  1835. 

«•  Sib  :  In  your  letter  of  the  Slst  instant,  after  enclosing 
to  me  a  communication  of  Governor  Eaton,  in  which  h« 
suggests  doubts  concerning  the  validity  of  the  treaty  with 
the  Seminole  Indians,  concluded  on  the  9th  of  May, 
1833,  and  ratified  on  the  9th  of  April,  1834,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  delay  which  took  place  in  the  ratification, 
you  requested  my  opinion  upon  the  validity  of  the  treaty, 
and  upon  the  right  of  the  United  SUtes  to  remove  these 
Indians  in  the  years  1835,  1836,  and  1837. 

<•  There  is  certainly  great  force  in  the  suggestions  made 
by  Governor  Eaton;  and  as  the  Government,  in  its  rela- 
tions with  the  Indians,  is  necessarily  obliged  to  become, 
for  all  practical  purposes,  its  own  interpreter  and  judffe^ 
it  is  under  the  highest  obligation  to  make  no  claim  under 
the  treaty,  and  to  set  up  no  construction  of  its  terms^ 
which  are  not  fairly  authorized  by  its  sense  and  spirit. 
And  if  it  can  be  shown  that  a  material  change  of  circum- 
stances, connected  with  the  question  of  removal,  had 
actually  occurred,  during  the  period  which  elapsed  be- 
tween the  signing  snd  ratification  of  the  treaty,  then  it  is 
plain  that  the  Indians  can  no  longer  be  held  to  it;  unless 
by  some  act  since  its  ratification  they  have  recognised 
and  affirmed  its  validity.  In  the  present  case,  as  no  time 
was  limited  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  as  the  suf)- 
plemental  articles  of  the  28th  March,  1833,  treated  it  as 
yet  in  existence,  although  not  then  ratified  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  and  as  no  material  change  of  circum- 
stances is  suggested,  I  think  it  must  be  deemed  a  valid 
and  subsisting  treaty. 

*'  If  the  treaty  be  valid,  the  particular  intent  to  remove 
in  1833,  1834,  snd  1835,  must  yield  to  the  general  en« 
gagement  to  remove  in  three  years  from  the  ratification; 
and  the  same  provision  must  be  made  for  the  unforeseen 
case  which  has  now  arisen,  which  was  expressly  made  for 
the  case  anticipated.  It  was  evidently  the  understanding 
and  the  design  of  the  parties  thst  the  removal  should 
commence  with  the  year  following  the  ratification,  and 
that  the  tribe  should  remove  in  about  equal  proportions 
during  that  and  the  two  following  years;  consequently, 
they  are  now  to  be  removed  in  the  vears  1835, 1836,  and 
183r. 

««B.  V-  BUTLER." 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Attorney  General  has 
made  the  best  of  his  case;  and,  with  great  deference,  I 
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will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  retsons  on  which  it  is 
founded. 

Ist.  '*  As  no  time  was  limited  for  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty."  But,  sir,  the  time  for  the  commencement  of  its 
execution  was  6xed.  The  Seminoles  are  to  commence 
their  removal  in  t833.  This  could  not  be  obligatory  on 
the  Seminoles,  unless  the  treaty  was  also  obl'tgatoiy  on 
the  United  States— unless  the  treaty  was  ratified.  It  was 
undoubtedly  contemplated,  at  the  time  of  its  being  signed, 
that  it  would  have  been  ratified  in  1832.  It  was  proper 
that  it  should  have  been  so  done.  The  stipulations  on 
both  sides  were  settled.  All  that  remained  to  be  done 
was  to  be  done  by  the  separate  act  of  the  Seminoles^  it 
required  no  assent  on  our  part.  Why  should  they  be 
asked  to  do  that  act  before  we  had  said  that,  when  done, 
it  should  be  final?  fiut,  before  the  ratification,  the  act 
of  the  Seminoles  conferred  no  obligation  on  ut  to  ratify 
the  treaty.  Had  it  been  immediately  ratified,  the  Semi- 
nole delegation  must,  if  they  wished  to  hold  us  to  the 
treaty,  have  done  the  act  required  in  season  to  have  com- 
menced the  removal  in  1833.  If  it  was  their  fault  that 
the  act  was  not  performed  in  time  to  commence  before 
1835,  they  could  not  hold  us  to  the  treaty,  but  on  condi- 
tion that  thev  all  removed  in  that  year.  They  could  not 
•vail  themselves  of  their  own  delay.  The  Attornev  Gen- 
eral seems  wholly  to  overlook  the  consideration,  that  we 
might,  and  ought,  immediately,  during  the  session  of 
Coiigress,  when  the  treaty  was  returned,  to  have  ratified 
It.  But  the  delay  of  1834  is  solely  imputable  to  our  own 
neglect.  The  supplemental  treaty  was  received  in  Sep- 
tember,  1833,  and  no  appropriation  was  made  to  carry  it 
into  effect  during  1834.  The  principle  of  the  Attorney 
General  has  no  limit.  If  two  years  of  the  period  of  the 
execution  might  elapse,  why  not  the  three,  or  ten  years? 

3d.  **As  the  supplemental  articles  of  the  28th  of 
March,  1833,  treated  it  as  yet  in  existence,  although  not 
then  ratified  by  the  President  and  Senate."  Is  it  proba- 
ble that  the  Seminole  delegation  knew  whether  it  was 
ratified  or  not,  or  the  eflTect  of  treating  it  as  an  existing 
treaty?  If  they  considered  it  had  been  ratified,  then  they 
must  have  considered  that  the  supplemental  treaty  made 
it  binding;  but  would  their  considering  one  way  or  the 
other  impose  an  obligation  on  the  United  States  to  ratify 
it?  The  signing  the  supplemental  articles,  then,  did  not 
make  it  binding  on  us  or  them. 

3d.  "As  no  material  change  of  circumstances  is  sug- 
gested." And  who,  sir,  was  there  to  suggest  it?  It 
was  an  ex  parte  hearing.  The  Seminoles  had  no  delega- 
tion there  to  make  suggestions.  The  only  thing  before 
the  Attorney  General  seems  to  have  been  General 
Eaton's  letter  and  the  treaty.  But,  considering  this  a 
treaty  between  two  nations,  admitting  we  have  taken 
upon  ourselves  to  be  our  own  interpreters  on  questions 
or  construction,  are  we  entitled  also  to  take  upon  our- 
selves to  be  the  exclusive  judges  of  the  situation  of  the 
Seminoles?  Had  not  they  at  least  an  equal  right  to 
judge  of  their  own  condition?  They  certainly  bad  the 
Dest  means  of  judging.  They  Vequire  no  suggestions. 
They  had  this  right.  They  exercised  it;  and  of  their 
determination  we  were  informed  before  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty— so  well  informed  of  it,  that,  as  I  shall  show 
hereafter,  it  was  then  in  contemplation  that  it  might  be 
necessary  to  use  force  to  compel  its  execution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  not  yet  done  with  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General.  I  shall  now  rely  upon  it  as  an 
authority  to  show  that  ttie  treaty  was  not  obligatory  on 
the  Seminoles  I  I  shall  show  that  *'a  material  change  of 
oircumstances"  connected  with  the  question  of  removal 
had  actually  occurred  during  the  period  which  elapsed 
between  the  signing  and  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

What,  sir,  was  the  situation,  or,  rather,  what  were 
the  **  circumstances"  of  the  Seminoles  when  this  treaty 
was  signed?    They  were    living   separate   from   the 


Creeksi  they  hsd  had,  from  1803  up  to  that  time,  • 
period  of  thirtv  years,  undisturbed  possession  of  the 
negroes  tsken  by  them  from  the  citizens  of  Georgia. 
The  claim  of  the  people  of  Georgia  was  quieted  by  the 
Creek  treaty  before  mentioned,  of  1821.  Since  that 
time,  the  Creeks  had  set  up  no  claim  to  them.  No  ob- 
jection against  the  reunion  of  the  Creeks  and  Semi- 
noles, according  to  their  former  condition,  existed,  or 
was  known  to  exist,  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks.  Under 
this  state  of  thinp,  the  treaty  was  signed i  and  it  was 
signed  on  the  basis  of  the  continuanoe  of  this  state  of 
thingsi  that  the  Seminoles  should,  as  a  separate  band» 
be  reunited  to  and  form  a  component  part  of  the  Creek 
nation,  as  one  people.  But  what  was  the  situation  of 
the  Seminoles?  What  were  their  **  circumstances^  when 
the  treaty  was  ratified,  April  8,  1834?  In  the  mean 
time,  two  material  circumstances,  or,  rather,  a  change 
of  two  material  circumstances,  had  occurred. 

1.  The  Creeks  had  set  up  a  claim  to  the  negroes  and 
their  descendants,  taken  by  the  Seminoles  from  the 
people  of  Georgia  prior  to  1802,  under  the  pretence 
that,  on  the  payment  of  the  $250,000,  under  the  treaty 
of  1821,  they  became  the  property  of  the  Creek  nation, 
of  which  the  Seminole  band  was  a  part.  This  has  been 
already  sufficiently  explained.  To  the  Seminoles  it  wat 
no  consolation  that  the  claim  was  unjustf  for, 

2.  The  Creeks  east  had  refused  to  sanction  the  agree- 
ment  of  the  Creeks  west,  allowing  to  the  Seminoles  • 
separate  location.  This  was,  in  effect,  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  the  Creeks  to  reunite  with  the  Seminoles.  No, 
sir  I  they  would  not  reunite,  but  insisted  on  an  amalga- 
mation. It  was  certain  that  an  amalgamation  would 
subject  this  claim  to  the  decision  of  the  Creek  councili 
from  which  the  Seminoles  had  nothing  to  hope.  Sir, 
this  was  no  pretence.  The  objection  wss  taken  In  good 
faith.  Tou  have  the  opinion  of  General  Eaton  that  It 
was  the  essential  cause  uf  their  unwillingness  to  go  at  alh 

The  materiality  of  this  change  of  circumstances  ia 
manifest;  it  was  the  essential  cause  of  the  reluctance  of 
the  Seminoles  to  emigrate.  In  fine,  it  rendered  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  treaty  impracticable,  consistently  with  the 
just  rights  of  the  Seminoles;  and  had  it  existed  at  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  that  treaty  would  not  have  been  made. 

These  objections  were  communicated  to  our  Govern* 
ment,  as  I  have  before  stated,' prior  to  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty;  and  so  important  were  they  then  deemed, 
that  General  Thompson,  in  his  report  of  the  1st  January, 
1834,  recommended  *'the  policy  of  conclusively  quiet- 
ing the  Creek  claims,  so  as  to  leave  those  Indians  (the 
Seminoles)  forever  at  rest  upon  the  subject." 

I  will  here  remark,  sir,  that  Genera]  Thompson,  in  a 
subsequent  letter,  suggests  a  doubt  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  1832— whether  it  gave  to  the  Semi- 
noles the  right  to  a  separate  location,  or  obliged  them 
to  amalgamate.  He  gave  to  it  the  former  construction, 
though  he  thought  it  susceptible  of  the  latter.  But,  air, 
we  ahall  be  placed  in  this  dilemma;  if  the  latter  construc- 
tion be  adopted,  the  location  was  void,  as  made  contrary 
to  the  treaty;  if  the  former,  then  we  are  met  by  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Creeks  east;  and  in  both  we  are  met  by  the 
fact  of  a  material  change  of  circumstances  between  the 
signing  and  the  ratification. 

On  the  case  now  made,  I  claim  the  authority  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  as  decisive  against  the 
validity  of  the  treaty. 

*^  Unless,  by  some  act  since  its  ratification,  they  have 
recognised  and  affirmed  its  validity." 

But,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  communication 
of  the  25tb  of  May,  this  day  laid  on  our  tablea,  takes  a 
new  ground,  with  a  view  of  making  a  case  within  this 
exception.  I  did  not  expect  it.  Tet,  sir,  I  am  prepared 
to  meet  it.  Referring  to  a  transaction  of  the  23d  of 
April,  ia35,  he  says: 
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**  (n  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Slst  insUnt,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
that  this  Department  has  not  received  any  information 
since  my  report  of  the  9ih  of  February,  to  the  Senate* 
in  answer  to  their  resolution  of  February  3.  showing  the 
causes  that  induced  the  Seminole  Indians  to  commence 
hostilities,  so  far  as  they  were  known  here.  The  abstract 
contained  in  the  report  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose i  and 
I  l»eg  leave,  in  addition*  to  state  that  it  will  appear,  by 
reference  thereto,  and  to  the  document  submitted  with 
it  to  the  Senate,  that  the  complaints  of  the  Seminole 
Indians  were  investigated  by  General  Clinch,  General 
Thompson,  and  Lieutenant  Harris;  and  that,  on  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  matter,  in  open  council,  an  ar* 
rangement  was  made  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the 
parties,  which  was  in  the  following  terms: 

**  We,  the  undersigned  chiefs  and  sub-chiefs  of  the 
Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,  do  hereby,  for  ourselves  and 
.for  our  people,  voluntarily  acknowledge  the  validity  of 
Che  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Seminole 
nation  of  Indians,  made  and  concluded  at  Payne's  Land- 
ing, on  the  Ocklawaha  river,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1833, 
and  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  snd  the  Semi- 
nole nation  of  Indians,  made  and  concluded  at  Fort 
Gibson,  on  the  38th  day  of  March,  1833,  by  Montford 
Stokes,  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  and  J.  F.  Schermerhom,  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  del- 
egates of  the  said  nation  of  Seminole  Indians  on  the 
part  of  the  said  nationi  and  we,  the  said  chiefs  and  sub- 
ehiefs,  do,  for  ourselves  and  for  our  people,  freely  and 
fully  assent  to  the  above-recited  treaties,  in  all  their  pro- 
visions and  stipulations. 

**  Done  In  council  at  the  Seminole  agency,  this  33d 
day  of  April*  1835." 

[Signed  hy  $ixteen  chiefs  and  ^ub-ehiefa.] 

When  I  said  that  the  Secretary  had  taken  a  new 
ground,  I  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  these 
articles  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  published;  they 
were  inserted  in  the  answer  to  the  call  of  the  Senate  of 
the  9th  February.  But,  sir,  this  is  the  first  declaration, 
in  form,  that  they  were  relied  on,  by  the  Executive,  as  a 
confirmition  of  the  treaty,  or  that  any  obligation  what- 
ever was  intended  to  be  inferred  from  them. 

Passing  by  the  question  whether  this  act,  on  the  face 
of  it,  committed  the  Seminole  tribe,  I  will  now,  sir, 
proceed  to  state  to  the  committee  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  executed;  and  here,  too,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  our  own  story,  as  recorded  in  the  War 
Office. 

On  the  33d  April,  1835,  a  council  of  the  Seminole 
chiefs  was  assembled  by  General  Clinch  and  Captain 
Harris,  of  the  army,  and  General  Thompson,  the  remov- 
ing agent.  Prior  to  this,  they  had  been  informed  of  the 
determination  of  the  Semiooles,  with  few  exceptions, 
not  to  execute  the  treaty;  and  orders  had  been  giren  to 
General  Clinch  to  execute  it  by  military  force.  An  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  at  this  council  is  given  in  the 
joint  letter  of  the  34th  of  April. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  council.  General  Clinch  said  to 
the  Seminoles: 

•*  The  time  of  expostulation  had  passed;  that,  already, 
too  much  had  been  said,  and  nothing  had  been  done; 
that  the  influence  of  the  agents  of  Governnient,  their 
powers  of  persuasion  and  argument,  had  been  exhausted, 
both  in  public  councils  and  in  private  interviews,  to  in- 
duce them  to  do  right;  tliat  we  had  lingered  long  enough 
in  the  performance  of  our  duties  to  have  averted,  had 
they  been  willing,  the  evila  that  threatened  their  foolish 
resistance  to  the  fulfilment  of  pledges  solemnly  and  fairly 
made  by  them;  and  that  now  it  was  time  to  act.  He 
had  been  sent  here  to  enforce  the  treaty;  he  had  war- 
riors enough  to  do  it,  and  he  would  do  it.  It  was  the 
question  now,  whether  they  wottM  go  of  their  own  ac- 


cord, or  go  by  force."  With  this,  they  were  told  they 
might  depart;  and  until  morning  was  given  them  to 
think  upon  what  had  been  said.  **  In  the  course  of  the 
morning,  eight  principal  chiefs  gave  their  assent  to  abide 
by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty;  five  remained  opposed 
to  it." 

Micanopy  was  absent.  « General  Thompson  had, 
upon  the  first  intimation,  in  the  council  of  this  day,  of 
further  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  chiefe,  demanded 
of  the  chief  Jumper «wh ether  Micanopy  (by  whom  he 
knew  the  movements  of  a  number  of  them  to  be  con- 
trolled) intended  to  abide  by  the  treaty  or  not?  And 
when  Jumper  finally  confessed  that  he  was  authoriied 
to  say  that  Micanopy  did  not,  he  (Thompson)  promptly 
declared  that  be  no  longer  considered  Micanopy  a  chief; 
that  his  name  should  be  struck  from  the  council  of  the 
nation;  that  he  should  treat  all  who  acted  like  him  in 
the  like  manner;  and  that  he  would  neither  acknowl- 
edge nor  do  business  with  him,  or  with  any  other,  as  a 
chief,  who  did  not  honestly  comply  with  the  terms  of  hit 
engagements;  that  the  door  was,  however,  still  open 
to  them,  if  they  wished  to  act  honestly.'* 

"  In  conseauence  of  this,  the  names  of  the  Srt  op- 
posing chiefs  [Micanopy  not  present]  were  struck  from 
the  council  of  the  nation." 

All  this  preceded  the  signing  the  agreement;  and  un- 
der this  threat  and  thia  act  the  articles  were  signed.  If 
an  enemy  in  arms,  force  may  compel  the  conquered  to 
submit  to  any  terms  the  conqueror  may  dictate;  but,  sir, 
what  can  be  said  of  this  as  a  transaction  between  a  civil- 
ized— a  powerful  nation — and  a  small  band  of  Indians, 
with  whom  we  were  at  peace;  and  who  then  dared  to 
claim  what  they  now  dare  to  defend?  Sir,  between 
civilized  nations  it  could  not  exist  a  moment. 

But  what  do  you  think  the  Government  said  of  this 
transaction?  They  rebuked  their  agent  for  breaking 
the  five  chiefs;  they  scknowledred  that  the  assent  of  the 
chiefs  to  the  articles  was  the  effect  of  the  menace.  But 
what  was  said  of  that  menace?  Sir,  I  will  not  rely  on 
witnesses:  I  shall  sustain  myself  only  by  the  record;  and 
here  it  is. 

The  acting  S^creUry  of  War,  on  the  30th  May,  1835, 
in  reply  to  it,  says: 

**  From  your  report,  it  appears  that  eight  of  the  prin- 
cipal chiefs  have  signified,  in  writing,  their  determina- 
tion to  abide  by  all  the  stipulations  jof  the  treaties  of 
Payne's  Landing  and  Fort  Gibson,  and  that  ^je  of  the 
principal  chiefs  refiised  to  acknowledge  them.  The 
assent  of  the  chiefs  is  to  be  attributed,  it  would  seem,  to 
the  declaration  of  General  Clinch,  that,  if  they  declined 
to  remove  voluntarily,  they  would  be  removed  by  force. 
The  President  approves  ol  this  declaration,  upon  a  full 
consideration  of  the  circumstances  under  which  it  wss 
made." 

And  what  are  those  circumstances?  •<  The  Seminoles 
had  trifled  sufliciently  long  with  the  most  solemn  treaty 
obligations,  to  which  they  had,  in  the  first  instance,  ac- 
ceded, with  a  full  understanding  of  their  character,  and 
the  consequences  of  which  they  had  had,  during  three 
years,  full  opportunity  to  perceive  and  appreciate." 

And  ti)is  is  not  all,  sir.  Mr.  Thompson,  in*  his  letter 
of  the  18th  June,  in  reply,  states  that  this  declaration  had 
been  before  repeated,  under  the  authority  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Such,  air,  was  the  arrangement  in  open  council, 
which,  it  is  alleged,  was  made  to  the  mutual  satisfaction 
of  the  parties! 

II.  That  the  Government  has  attempted  to  enforce  the 
treaty,  in  violation  of  its  own  construction. 

The  construction  to  which  I  refer  is  contained  in  the 
Attorney  General's  opinion,  that  the  Seminoles  were  to 
be  removed  in  the  years  1835, 1836»  and  183/,  instead 
of  the  years  stipuUted  in  the  treaty. 
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In  violation  oF  tliis  construction,  the  Government  have 
insisted  to  the  Seininoles  that  they  should  all  remove  in 
the  year  1835. 

General  Thompson,  in  his  letter  of  the  28th  October, 
1834,  states  that  he  told  the  Seminoles,  *'I  have  come 
from  the  President  to  tell  you"  "  that  you  must  prepare 
to  remove  by  the  time  the  cold  weather  of  the  winter 
■hall  have  passed  away.*»  The  proposition  was  g^eneral. 
No  intimation  was  given  that  they  were  to  be  allowed  a 
longer  time. 

In  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  subsequent 
opinions  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  SecreUry  of  War 
wrote  to  General  Thompson,  distinctly  stoting  that  the 
part  of  the  Seminoles  required  by  the  treaty  to  remove 
In  1833  should  remove  in  1835«  and  the  plain  inference 
from  this  letter  was,  that  the  remainder  should  remove 
in  1836  and  1837.  General  Thompson,  in  his  letter  of  the 
28th  December,  states  that  this  letter  was  read  in  coun- 
cil to  the  Seminoles.  But  how  was  it  understood  by  the 
Seminoles?  Was  it  made  the  basis  of  any  proposition^ 
No,  sir;  the  language  to  them  w^as  the  same  as  had  been 
held  to  them  in  October.  He  says  that  in  council  <*  I 
read  your  speech,  explained  it,  and  enforced  it  by  such 
considerations  aa  occurred  to  me;  of  which,  however, 
my  talk  to  them  in  October  last  may,  in  substance,  be 
conaidered  a  transcript.  I  repealed  what  I  had  told 
them  before,  that  they  would  be  compelled  by  force  to 
remove,  if  they  did  not  do  so  willingly,"  &c.  In  his 
letter  of  the  27th  January  following  he  states:  « I  have 
heretofore  [when?]  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
some  reasons  why  the  Indians  should  be  removed  all  at 
the  same  time,  by  water."  And,  finally,  on  the  9th 
March,  General  Clinch  states  to  the  adjutant  general: 
**  In  ail  the  communications  I  have  had  with  the  chiefs,  I 
have  held  out  the  idea  that,  as  the  three  years  stipulated 
in  the  treaty  were  about  expiring,  the  whole  nation 
would  be  required  to  remove  this  spring." 

The  Prealdent's  talk  of  the  16lh  February,  1835,  is 
also  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral—that the  Seminoles  were  entitled  to  the  years  1835, 
1836,  and  1837,  in  which  to  remove. 

It  appears  from  the  joint  letter  of  Cllhch,  Thompson, 
and  Harris,  of  the  24th  April,  1835,  that  this  talk  was 
read  in  council  on  the  22d.  And  bo«r,  too,  was  this  un- 
derstood by  the  Seminoles?  Was  it  made  the  basis  of 
any  proposition?  It  was  not.  This,  sir,  is  the  proper 
place  to  notice  the  residue  of  the  statement  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  of  the  25th  May  last,  that  "  the  otficers 
charged  with  the  arrangement  of  this  alFair  [the  arrange- 
ment of  the  23d  of  April,  1835]  then  made  an  agreement 
with  the  Indians,  by  which  they  were  all  to  be  removed 
during  the  succeeding  January.  These  proceedings 
were  approved  by  the  President,  and  the  matter  was 
considered  as  definitively  and  satisfactorily  arranged; 
and  that,  whatever  they  [the  objections  to  removal]  were, 
the  above  agreement  put  an  end  to  them,  and  left  to  the 
Seminoles  but  one  course  to  pursue,  which  was  an  entire 
removal  in  January,  1836." 

The  committee  will  call  to  mind  the  occurrences  in 
the  council  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  April,  when  it  is  al- 
leged this  agreement  was  made.  It  opened  with  the 
declaration  of  General  Clinch,  that  "  now  was  the  time 
to  act)  that  he  had  been  sent  here  to  enforce  the  treaty; 
that  he  had  warriors  enough  to  do  it,  and  he  would  do  it. 
It  was  the  question  now,  whether  they  would  go  of  their 
own  accord,  or  go  by  force."  That  until  morning  time 
was  given  them  to  think  of  it;  that,  in  the  morning,  the 
names  of  five  opposing  chiefs  were  stricken  from  the 
council  of  the  nation;  and  that,  under  this  menace  of  in- 
stant force,  the  eight  chiefs  signed  what  has  been  called 
"the  arrangement  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  both 
partiee."  This  arrangement  purported /nerely  to  be  an 
assent  to  the  stipulation  of  the  treaty.    It  was  silent  as 


to  the  time  of  removal.  From  what,  then,  is  the  assent 
of  the  chiefs  to  remove  in  January  inferred?  I  again 
refer  to  our  own  story:  "The  friendly  chiefs,  whilst 
assenting  to  go,  begged  that  they  might  not  be  hurried 
away;  they  did  not  expect  to  go  this  year;  the  season 
was  far  advanced,  and  they  wanted  time  to  gather  their 
cropa  and  settle  their  little  business."  Sir,  they  begged 
for  a  reprieve  from  the  immediate  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence, and  that  reprieve  was  granted.  The  letter  states: 
"  Under  these  circumstances,  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to 
say  to  the  friendly  chiefs  that  we  would  give  their  peo- 
ple until  the  1st  of  December  to  reap  their  crops,  and  to 
complete  their  preparations;  but  that,  as  soon  after  that 
time  as  we  could  make  ourselves  ready,  every  Indian  in 
Florida  would  be  started  upon  his  journey  to  the  new 
country." 

Such  is  the  agreement  which  it  is  now  insisted  put  an 
end  to  the  objections  of  the  Indians  to  their  removal; 
and  left  them  but  one  course  to  adopt— an  entire  remo- 
val in  JanuAry,  1836.  If  the  proposition  was  ever  made 
by  our  agent  for  a  removal  in  1835, 1836,  and  1837,  other 
than  I  have  stated,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  rec- 
ord of  it. 

III.  The  Government  have  attempted  to  execute  the 
treaty  by  an  act  of  war,  before  any  act  of  hostility  was 
committed  by  the  Seminoles. 

On  examining  the  correspondence,  I  find,  sir,  that  the 
menace  of  force  has  accompanied  all  our  overtures,  even 
prior  to  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1834,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  a  letter  to  Governor  Duval,  uses  this  language: 

"  The  Government  uses  no  compulsion  with  the  In- 
dians. It  is  left  to  their  free  choice,  in  the  first  case,  to 
go  or  stay;  but  after  that  choice  is  fully  and  freely  made» 
and  they  have  obligated  themselves  to  remove,  the  Gov- 
ernment will  employ  the  necessary  measures  to  enfofrce 
their  removal." 

In  the  council  of  the  23d  of  April  the  Seminoles  were 
told,  "You  must  go  to  the  West;  your  father  tlie  Presi- 
dent will  compel  you  to  go." 

The  Ulk  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1834,  says:  "The  President  has  directed  a 
body  of  soldiers  to  be  sent  to  your  country." 

This  letter  was  preceded  by  General  Thompson's  let- 
ter, (of  the  28th  October,)  saying  that  "a  full  view  of 
all  the  circumstances  leaves  me  without  doubt  that  these 
deluded  people  are  determined  to  resist  the  execution  of 
the  treaty. 

On  the  24(h  November,  1834,  orders  were  given  to 
march  troops  to  Forts  Brooke  and  King,  and  for  General 
Clinch  to  co-operate  with  them. 

On  the  28th  December,  General  Thompson  says  that, 
at  the  council  of  the  26th,  "  I  repeated  what  I  had  told 
them  before,  that  they  would  be  compelled  by  force  to 
remove,  should  they  not  do  so  wiHing'y." 

On  the  27ih  of  January,  1835,  General  Thompson 
suggested  to  the  Department  that  the  military  force  In 
Florida  was  insufficient. 

In  the  President's  talk  of  the  16th  February,  1835,  the 
Indiana  were  told,  "  I  have  ordered  a  large  military  force 
to  be  sent  among  you,  &c.  Listen  to  the  voice  of  friend- 
ship— you  will  go  quietly;  but  should  you  listen  to  bad 
birds  that  are  flying  about  you,  and  refuse  to  remove,  I 
have  then  directed  the  commanding  officer  to  remove 
you  by  force.     This  will  be  done,"  &c. 

On  the  8th  March,  Governor  Eaton  requested  General 
Clinch  to  delay  the  execution  of  the  orders  until  he 
should  receive  an  answer  to  his  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  of  that  date. 

On  the  26th  March  the  Attorney  General  gave  his 
opinion;  and  on  the  I4(h  of  April  the  Secretary  of  War 
wrote  to  General  Clinch  that  "if  they  (the  Seminoles) 
all  be  willing  to  remove  this  year,  it  will  certainly  be  bet- 
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ter  to  remove  themi  but»  in  that  case,  let «  written  agree- 
ment be  drawn  up»  stating  the  reasons  of  the  delay,  their 
entire  readiness  to  remove  by  the  time,  and  go  in  a 
bodv,  and  by  such  route  as  yoa  and  General  Thompson 
shall  think  best  for  them,  and  most  economical  to  the 
Government.  But  if  they  are  opposed  to  this,  and  will 
generally  agree  quietly  to  remove  by  the  1st  of  March, 
or  as  soon  as  arrangements  can  be  made,  they  may  be 
■uflTered  to  remain  until  that  time.  Should  the  Semi- 
noles,  however,  peremptorily  decline  to  pledge  them- 
selves peaceably  to  remove  next  season,  you  will  then 
proceed  to  carry  into  effect  the  instructions  heretofore 
given. »» 

This  order  produced  the  menace  of  Clinch,  in  the 
council  of  the  22d  of  April,  "that  he  bad  warriors 
enough, "  &c. 

On  the  30th  May,  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to 
their  joint  letter  of  the  24th,  wrote  to  Thompson, 
Clinch,  and  Harris,  (referring  to  the  letter  above,  of  the 
14th  April,}  <•  If,  as  stated  in  that  letter,  the  Indians  will 
generally  agree  quietly  to  remove  by  the  time  you  have 
designated,  and  will  signify  their  agreement  in  writing 
in  the  manner  therein  pointed  out,  no  objections  will  be 
made  to  the  postponement.  But  the  Indians  must  un- 
denitand  that  their  removal  will  be  enforced  in  con- 
formity with  the  treaty." 

About  the  3d  June,  Powell,  (Oseolo,)  one  of  the  most 
bold,  daring,  and  intrepid  chiefs  in  his  nation,  on  account 
of  his  insolence,  was  put  in  irons — ^put  an  Indian  chief  in 
irons!  On  his  release  he  appeared  friendly.  Who  that 
knows  the  Indian  character  could  rely  on  such  appear- 
ance? 

The  next  unfortunate  occurrence  was  on  the  18th 
June,  when  seven  white  men,  meeting  five  Indians,  took 
away  their  rifles,  flojrged  four  of  them  with  cowhides, 
and,  other  Indians  coming  to  their  relief,  a  fight  ensued, 
in  which  three  white  men  were  wounded,  and  one  In- 
dian was  killed.  Our  officer  demanded  (he  Indian  ag> 
Sressors)  and,  what  is  more  extraordinary,  they  were 
elivered  up. 

On  the  11th  August,  the  Seminoles  killed  a  soldier, 
while  carrying  the  mail,  in  retaliation  for  the  Indian 
killed  by  the  whites,  and  declared  themselves  satisfied. 
This  was  regarded  in  its  proper  light  by  our  officer— as 
a  mere  act  of  retaliation. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  the  Seminoles  killed  one  of 
their  chiefs,  who  had  been  fViendiy  to  their  emigration; 
and  immediately  all  the  friendly  Indians,  to  the  number 
of  four  or  five  hundred,  fled  to  Fort  Bruoke  for  protec- 
tion. This  act  was  deemed  decisive  that  the  Indians 
would  reaist  their  removal  by  force.  It  was  now,  sir,  no 
longer  a  quekion  of  menace.  It  was  a  question  of  war; 
of  the  employing  a  military  force  to  execute  a  treaty.  I 
characterize  the  act  by  the  term  applied  to  it  by  Gen- 
eral Eaton  in  advance.  In  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  March, 
he  says,  in  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty, 
••  the  employing  a  military  force  will  be  an  act  of  war; 
and,"  further,  "the  Indians  will  imbody  and  fight  in 
their  defence." 

Our  military  force,  consisting  of  twelve  companies, 
immediately  concentrated;  and,  on  the  23d,  a  corps  of 
two  hundred  men  attempted  to  march  through  what 
might  then  be  called  the  enemy's  country.  Thus,  we 
had  marched  a  military  force  into  their  country,  for  the 
purpose,  repeatedly  declared  to  the  Seminoles,  of  re> 
moving  them  by  force;  and  thus  was  the  act  of  war  com- 
pleted before  a  single  hostile  act  was  committed  by  the 
Seminoles.  The  Seminoles,  fulfilling  the  prediction  of 
General  Eaton,  *'  imbodied  and  fought  in  their  de- 
fence;" and  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Dade  was  told  by 
only  three  of  his  men.  Here,  sir,  I  leave  the  war  at  its 
commencement.  How  the  battle  has  fared  since,  I  leave 
to  others  to  say. 


It  is  proper,  however,  and  it  is  just,  to  say  that  the 
administration  here  must  necessarily  judge  of  the  state 
of  things  in  Florida  through  the  representations  of  their 
agents  on  the  spot;  that,  from  the  first  question  of  the 
execution  of  the  treaty,  all  our  officers  and  agents  there 
strongly  recommended  the  execution  of  the  treaty  by  a 
military  force;  and,  so  far  as  it  was  intended  to  produce 
an  effect  as  a  menace,  though  a  policy  of  a  doubtful 
character,  it  might,  in  a  just  cause,  be  excused,  if  not 
justified.  But,  sir,  if  the  question  I  have  asked,  Is  our 
quarrel  just?  be  answered  in  the  negative,  we  must  stand 
as  the  aggressors,  without  cause  and  without  justification. 

But,  sir,  take  it  for  granted  that  the  treaty  was  obli- 
gatory, and  that  we  had  only  insisted  on  its  just  execu- 
tion; the  question  then  arises,  has  the  Executive  the 
power  to  execute  a  treaty  by  an  act  of  war'  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed,  but  by  such  means,  and  by  such  only,  as 
the  constitution  or  the  laws  have  provided.  To  Congress 
U  belongs  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
execution  of  the  special  grants  conferred  on  Congress, 
and  of  all  other  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  m  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  of  in  any  department 
or  officer  thereof.  The  execution  of  a  treaty  by  force, 
or  attempting  to  obtain  satisfaction  by  force,  is  virtually 
an  act  of  war;  and  this  power  is  vested  in  Congress  alone. 

In  regard  to  our  own  citizen^  treaties  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  are  executed  as  such;  but,  as  be- 
tween the  parties,  they  are  matters  of  compact,  in  which 
each  party  judges  for  itself,  and  seeks  its  remedies  un- 
der the  laws  of  nations;  and  ti)e  exclusive  right  which 
we  have  assumed  to  judge  for  both  parties,  defines  our 
power,  but  not  our  right.  This,  however,  cannot  change 
the  cliaracter  of  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  re- 
duce them  from  compacts  to  laws. 

The  action  of  the  Executive,  in  the  cases  of  the  Semi- 
noles and  the  Creeks,  though  directly  opposite,  is  within 
the  same  principle.  In  the  case  of  the  Sem'noles,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  execute  a  treaty  by  an  act  of  war.  In 
the  case  of  the  Creeks,  the  attempt  is  to  violate  a  treaty 
by  an  act  of  the  same  cha^acte^ 

I  forbear,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  comment  on  a  variety  of 
minor  considerations  which  may  have  had  an  influence 
in  favor  of  or  against  the'Voluntary  removal  of  the  Semi- 
noles, or  in  adding  to  the  excitement  produced  by  the 
principal  facts  in  the  case — the  desire  of  the  whites  to 
retain  or  to  purchase  their  slaves,  and  to  obtain  their 
lands ^rr^s  aut  n^fas,  operating  on  the  one  hand  to  ob- 
struct their  removal,  and  on  the  other  to  induce  their  im- 
mediate removal  by  force. 

What,  Mr.  Chairman,  may  be,  if  not  the  probable, 
the  possible,  effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
of  the  committee?  It  will  be  considered  by  the  Execu- 
tive as  an  authority,  as  a  warrant,  for  the  removal  of  the 
whole  Creek  nation  by  force.  Is  there  not  danger  that 
it  may  excite  the  whole  nation,  or  a  large  portion,  to 
make  common  cause  with  the  Seminoles.'  They  will 
take  courage  from  their  success.  They  will,  to  use  the 
language  of  General  Eaton,  "take  up  the  tomahawk  in 
despair."  It  may  be  to  them  a  war  of  extermination, 
and  to  us  of  great  peril.  What  are  your  present  rela- 
tions with  the  Cherukees? — a  tribe  whici),  since  your  first 
treaty  with  them,  has  never  taken  the  scalp  of  a  white 
man — a  tribe  wliich  has  borne  and  forborne.  But»  sir, 
have  you  done  any  thing  of  late  calculated  to  proiong 
that  forbearance?  Sir,  I  learn  from  a  publication  in  the 
Globe  that  we  have  lately  made  a  treaty  with  them,  by 
which  we  have  fulfilled  our  longing  desires  of  acquiring 
a  cession  of  all  their  lands..  I  learn,  also,  from  other 
sources,  that  this  treaty  has  been  made  with  one  tenth 
of  the  tribe,  against  the  remonstrance  of  the  remainder. 
What  state  of  feeling  will  grow  out  of  this,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say.    I  hope,  sir,  they  will  acquiesce  in  the 
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treaty,  if  not  in  its  justice,  fully  believing  that,  aa  cir- 
cumstanced, their  happiness  will  be  promoted  by  their 
removal.  But,  sir,  they  will  judge  for  themselves.  The 
force  of  the  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi  is  competent 
to  much  mischief.  In  a  war  which  may  become  a  war 
of  extermination,  is  it  wise  to  provoke  new  enemies  to 
*<  raise  the  tomahawk  in  despair?''  You  may  probably 
rate  the  force  of  the  Seminoles  at  1,500;  the  Creeks  at 
S«500{  the  Cherokees  at  3,000;  the  Choctaws  and  Chick- 
asawsy  and  others  that  are  vagrant  remnants  of  tribes, 
at  2,500  more:  a  force  of  10,000  warriors.  The  modern 
Indian  wars  of  the  South  are  not  of  the  character  of 
those  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  of  former 
days.  Then,  on  the  attack,  the  settlers  flew  to  the  res- 
cue; now,  sir,  the  flight  is  in  any  other  direction. 
Causes  over  which  individuals,  perhaps,  have  no  con- 
trol, have  given  an  entirely  different  character  to  our  de- 
fence. And  is  there  no  danger  that  an  Indian  war  may 
connect  itself  with  a  war  of  another  character?  Sir, 
those  who  are  the  most  interested  will  judge  in  what 
scale  to  place  these  apprehensions.  I  trust  in  God  they 
may  never  become  realities. 

But,  sir,  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  with  the  Indi- 
ans? To  remove  them  with  all  their  hostile  feelings— to 
remove  whipped  Indians  to  the  west  of  the  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  and  plant  them  there !  l^hat  have  you  gained, 
but  to  change  the  scene,  and  increase  your  danger? 
You  place  them  there  to  excite  the  surrounding  tribes 
to  war  on  your  whole  Western  frontier — tribes  who  can 
bring  into  battle  36,000  warriors,  and  sustain  them,  too. 
They  can  choose  their  point  of  attack,  and  retreat,  at 
pleasure,  where  you  cannot  follow,  to  return  to  the  at- 
tack in  some  other  quarter— tribes,  too,  which  can  be 
supplied  with  arms  by  a  neighboring  nation,  which  is 
not,  perhaps,  now  in  the  best  state  of  feelings  towards 
you.  Grant,  sir,  that  these  are  mere  possible  dangers; 
yet,  should  we  not  be  put  on  our  guard  even  against 
remote  contingencies?  Why  should  we  add  further 
cause  for  increasing  the  hostilities  which  now  exist? 
Why  continue  even  these  hostilities,  if  they  can  be 
avoided?  Must  we  continue  the  Seminole  war  for  an- 
other campaign?  What  new  laurels  are  to  be  won?  It 
is  asked,  is  it  practicable  to  end  the  war  without  further 
slaughter?  S'r,  on  this  subject  I  rely  entirely  on  the 
opinion  of  those  better  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  Southern  Indians  than  myself;  and^  from  the  opinions 
of  those  entitled  to  confidence,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
practicable,  and  that  while  our  army  is  in  summer  quar- 
ters,  the  war  might  be  ended.  Sir,  the  experiment  is 
worth  the  attempt;  if  we  fail,  nothing  is  lost. 

I  cannot  but  recur  to  the  period  when  the  system  of 
removal  commenced;  when  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Bsu]  introduced  (he  bill  of  1830.  Predictions 
were  then  made,  which  were  treated  as  impossibilities; 
but,  sir,  they  will  soon  be  a  part  of  our  recorded  history. 

Jppendix  to  3ir.  Ever^t*i  »peech, 

Talxahabsbb,  March  8,  1835. 
Sia:  I  have  received  your  letter,  with  its  enclosures, 
relative  to  the  removing  the  Seminole  Indians,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  1832,  but  which  was  not 
ratified  until  1834.  I  pray  you,  does  not  this  circum- 
stance raise  a  doubt  whether,  by  strict  rule,  the  treaty 
can  be  considered  valid  and  binding?  Our  Indian  com- 
pacts must  be  construed  and  be  controlled  by  the  rules 
which  civilized  people  practise;  because,  in  all  our  ac- 
tions with  them,  we  have  put  the  treaty-making  machin- 
ery in  operation  precisely  in  the  same  way,  and  to  the 
same  extent,  that  it  is  employed  with  the  civilized  Pow- 
ers of  Europe.  The  rule  practised  upon  by  us  has  been, 
and  is,  that  the  ratification  shall  take  place  within  either 
an  agreed  time  or  in  a  reasonable  time. 


When  Florida  was  ceded,  in  1819,  the  Cortes  failed 
to  exchange  ratifications  within  the  prescribed  time,  and 
afterwards,  at  a  subsequent  session,  it  was  assented  to 
by  the  Spanish  Cortes.  The  sense  of  this  Government 
was,  that  the  first  ratification  made  by  the  Senate  waa 
inoperative;  and  again  the  subject  was  submitted,  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  for  the  action  and  approval  of  the  Senate. 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  precedent  which  runs  paral- 
lel with  this  Indian  compact.  It  says,  one  third  shall  re- 
move the  first  year,  viz :  as  early  as  practicable  in  1833* 
and  one  third  in  the  next,  and  the  next,  1834  and  1835. 
Now,  until  1834^  when  the  ratification  took  place,  the 
treaty  was  a  dead  letter.  It  is  in  their  power  now  to 
plead  and  to  say,  we  were  ready  in  1833  and  1834^  and, 
bearing  nothing  of  your  determination,  we  had  a  right 
to  suppose  that  you  did  not  mean  to  stand  by  the  treaty, 
and  accordingly  our  minds  have  changed.  With  civil- 
ized nations,  I  think  the  plea  would  be  available;  and, 
if  so,  the  Indian  should  have  the  benefit  of  it. 

Were  these  people  willing  voluntarily  to  remove, 
(though  such  seems  not  to  be  the  case,)  the  whole  diffi- 
culty would  be  cured,  and  no  evil  could  arise.  But  as 
military  force  is  about  to  be  resorted  to,  it  is  material 
that  the  Government,  before  making  such  appeal,  be 
satisfied  that  right  and  justice  are  on  their  side;  and  that 
they  are  not  engaged  in  the  execution  of  a  treaty  which, 
if  void,  ia  no  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  1  feel  so 
strongly  the  force  of  these  objections,  and  am  so  desi- 
rous that  General  Jackson  shall  avoid  every  thing  of  sup-^ 
posed  error,  that  I  shall  to-day,  unauthorized  as  I  am, 
write  to  General  Clinch,  and  re<]^uest  him  not  to  act  with 
force  until  he  shall  hear  again  from  you.  This  he  may 
probably  do;  and  hence  the  propriety  of  your  consider- 
ing my  suggestion,  and  advising  him  as  early  as  possible. 

Should  you  at  Washington,  who  have  books  to  resort 
to,  to  solve  the  doubt  1  have  mentioned,  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  tenable,  why,  then,  the  subject  of  the 
removal,  and  the  manner  of  it,  are  unnecessary  to  be 
examined.  An  attempt  roust  then  be  made  to  go  into 
some  new  negotiation.  If  there  be  nothing  in  tbe  prof- 
fered objections,  then  the  best  mode  of  starting  them 
away  recurs. 

The  employing  a  military  force  will  be  an  act  of  war, 
and  the  Indians  will  imbody  and  fight  in  their  defence. 
In  this  event,  you  will  want  such  an  imposing  force  aa 
shall  overawe  resistance.  The  few  companies  you  have 
ordered  will  not  produce  this  result.  They  will  serve 
but  to  begin  the  fight,  and  to  awaken  angry  feelings;  so 
that,  in  the  sequel,  the  militia  will  have  to  be  called^ 
which  will  end  in  the  butchery  of  these  miserable  peo- 
ple. Send  a  strong,  imposing  regular  force,  which  can 
be  commanded,  and  prevented  from  doing  more  than 
actually  is  needful  to  be  done;  and  then  that  force,  judi- 
ciously acting  and  forbearing,  may  do  much.  But  send 
only  a  bandrul  of  men,  and  difficulties  will  come  upon 
you. 

The  next  thing  will  be  to  have  suitable  transports,  of 
seven  or  eight  feet  draught,  lying  at  Tampa  Bay,  well 
provisioned,  to  receive  them;  for  sure  as  you  seek  a  pas- 
sage over  land,  they  will  desert  into  swamps,  and  elude 
your  pursuits.  They  are  afraid  to  go  by  land.  Bad  men 
will  raise  up  false  accounts;  arrest  and  throw  them  in 
jail,  whereby  to  enforce  payment.  The  fate  of  their 
chief  (Blunt)  last  year  at  New  Orleans,  they  fear  will  be 
theirs.  Taking  them  by  water  to  the  Mississippi  river, 
and  there  placing  them  in  boats,  with  positive  orders  not 
to  land  or  stop  at  any  town  or  city,  will  prevent  this  dis- 
turbance to  them.  In  three  or  four  days  the  voyage  can 
be  made  from  Tampa  Bay  to  the  Balize,  at  a  much  re- 
duced cost  to  what  a  land  travel  northwardly  would 
amount  to. 

There  is  another  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  these  peo- 
ple, and  it  is  this:    A  separate  tract  out  of  the  Creek 
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knds  has  been  set  Apart  for  their  homes. '  There  is  a 
ratified  treaty  in  your  office,  made  by  General  Stokes, 
Ellsworth,  and  Schermerhorn,  with  the  Creeks,  which 
authorizes  the  Seminole  location.  While  neg^otiating 
with  the  Indians  last  year,  at  Washington,  I  understood 
the  Creeks  discovered  this  act,  and  had  sent  word  to  the 
Seminole  bands  that,  while  they  were  willing  to  receive 
them  in  their  limits  as  a  portion  of  their  nation,  they 
would  not  suffer  them  to  enjoy  any  separate  allotment 
of  their  soil.  This,  too,  has  intimidated  them,  and  I 
dare  say  is  the  essential  cause  of  their  reluctance  to  go 
ofF.  To  cure  this,  Either  the  Creeks  west  should  be  got- 
ten to  say  that  the  allotment  made  shall  be  for  the  ex- 
clusive separate  use  of  the  Florida  Indians;  or  the  latter 
should  be  prevailed  upon,  for  some  adequate  compensa- 
tion, to  agree  to  go  and  amalgamate  with  the  Creeks. 
Another  mode  of  prevailing  on  these  people  to  remove 
would  be,  to  give  orders  to  the  troops  to  prevent  them 
from  raising  corn  this  year:  this  is  almost  as  severe  a 
remedy  as  employing  your  bayonets.  But  the  effect  will 
foe  that,  towards  autumn,  their  necessities  will  compel 
them  to  depart.  To  go  or  starve,  would  then  be  the 
question. 

General  Thompson  was  here  a  few  days  since,  and 
found  a  letter  for  him  from  the  Department.  He  should 
not  be  addressed  here,  but  at  the  Seminole  agency,  dis- 
tant from  this  place,  1  believe,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles. 

This  Indian  question  of  removal  is  one  that  should  be 
managed  with  great  caution  and  care,  that  the  enemies 
in  Congress,  ever  ready  to  find  fault,  may  have  no  just 
and  tenable  ground  on  which  to  rest  their  rumors. 
Tread  cautiously,  then.  The  people  here  want  the 
lands  on  which  they  reside,  and  they  will  urge  a  remo- 
val, foB  out  nefaii  and  the  Big  Swamp,  which  in  the 
treaty  is  declared  to  be  the  first  of  their  country  to  be 
vacated,  is  of  high  repute,  and  it  is  that  on  which  the 
eyes  of  speculators  are  fixed.  But  whether  they  shall 
have  it  this  year  or  the  next,  or  the  next  thereafter,  is 
of  less  importance  to  the  country  than  that  any  thing 
shall  be  done  calculated  to  impair  the  character  of  the 
Government  for  justice,  and  for  equitable  and  fair  dealing. 
Whence  the  necessity  of  any  speedy  removaU  Presently, 
if  left  alone,  these  Indians  will  go  of  their  own  accord; 
because  they  cannot  avoid  it.  To  stay  is  to  starve;  and 
nature  and  its  demands  will  soon  tell  them  more  and 
better,  and  more  convincing  things  on  this  subject,  than 
you  and  the  President  can  write.  Then  they  will 
go,  and  go  without  any  interruption  to  the  quiet  and 
harmony  of  the  country.  Now,  with  all  your  eflForts, 
and  the  army  to  aid  you,  they  could  not  be  carried  off  and 
gotten  to  their  western  homes  before  June  or  July. 
'I'hen  no  crop  could  be  raised,  and  for  two  years  they 
will  be  without  provisions.  The  preferred  and  prefer- 
able course,  I  think,  will  be  to  sendamongbt  ihem  active 
and  intelligent  men  to  court  them  to  what  is  right,  in  the 
hope  that,  during  the  year,  their  minds  may  be  so  pre- 
pared as  to  be  induced  to  depart  during  November;  at 
feast,  that  they  may  reach  their  homes  in  time  to  raise 
corn  the  succeeding  year.  On  the  whole,  to  conclude 
a  tiresome  letter,  I  offer  this  advice:  avoid  the  exercise 
offeree  as  long  as  possible,  and  let  it  be  the  only,  the 
last  sad  alternative;  and  then  let  not,  by  anjr  means,  the 
militia  be  applied  to — they  will  breed  mischief. 
With  great  respect, 

J.  H.  EATON. 

Lxwis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 

'  Tallabajsxx,  March  8, 1835. 

Sia:  I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  a  let- 
ter asking  me  to  suggest  to  him  any  views  I  might  enter- 
tain as  to  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians.    En- 
Vot.  XII.— 361 


closed  In  his  communication  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  you  to  the  adjutant  general,  dated  22d  Janu- 
ary, 1835;  a  reply  to  it  by  the  Secretary,  of  the  16lh 
February,  with  a  talk  from  the  President,  also  dated  the 
16th  February.  In  reply,  I  have  oflTered  my  opinions 
fVeely  and  frankly;  and,  amongst  other  things,  suggested 
whether  the  treaty  of  1832  be  not  void,  for  want  of  timely 
ratification.  If  this  be  so,  it  will  be  unfortunate  that  the 
military  force  of  the  country  be  actively  employed. 

In  my  letter  I  have  said,  '<  by  the  next  mail  (unautho- 
rized) I  shall  write  to  General  Clinch,  and  suggest  to  him 
not  to  employ  force  towards  the  removal  until  he  shall 
again  hear  from  you.  He  may,  perhaps,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  accord  to  my  request;  and  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  your  speedily  informing  him  of  the  course  he  shall 
pursue."  If,  under  the  orders  given,  you  shall  think 
you  can  practise  forbearance  until  the  Secretary  is  again 
heard  from,  I  shall  be  glad;  because  my  opinion  is,  there 
is  greater  safety  in  the  course.  But  of  this  you  alone 
are  to  judge,  under  the  responsibility  of  the  orders  which 
have  been  forwarded  to  you.     Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  EATON. 

To  General  D.  L.  Ciihch.        t 

When  Mr.  Etsrbtt  had  concluded, 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said:  I  understand  the  prop- 
osition now  before  the  committee  to  be,  whether  this 
House  will  sanction  two  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  providing  a  fund  of  one  million 
of  dollars  for  the  removal  of  the  Creek  and  Seminole 
Indians  to  the  country  assigned  them  on  the  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river.  This  sum  has  been  proposed  by  the 
Secretaiy  of  War,  in  two  communications  addressed  to 
the  Indian  Committee  of  this  House,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  measure  now  recommended  is  essential  to  the 
peace  of  the  frontier,  and  indispensable  to  the  security 
and  preservation  of  the  Indians  themselves. 

In  moving  a  concurrence  on  the  part  of  this  House  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Inidian  Affairs  has  told  us  that  it  is  hardly  ad- 
missible to  expect  the  removal  of  these  Indians  until  th^jr 
are  subdued  and  conciliated.  It  does  not  require  much 
knowledge  of  the  Indian  character  to  understand  that  chas- 
tisement never  produces  conciliation,  though  it  may  pro- 
duce submission.  Whatever  may  be  the  feelings  of  these 
Iitdians,  or  the  consequences  resulting  from  them,  the 
United  States  are  bound  by  the  most  powerful  con^er- 
ationa  of  policy,  as  well  as  the  solemn  stipulations  of  a 
treaty,  to  remove  them,  <*  peaceably  if  they  can,  forcibly 
if  they  must,"  to  the  country  they  have  contracted  for. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  oonsideration  of  the  history 
of  this  Seminole  war,  in  regard  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  has  entertained  the  House  for  the  lavt  two 
hours,  I  must  notice  one  of  the  preliminary  observations^ 
in  which  he  says  this  House  have  no  authentic  informa- 
tion of  a  Creek  war,  and  no  evidence  that  there  have  been 
at  any  time  twenty-five  Creeks  assembled.  He  further 
intimated,  that  the  only  intelligence  we  bad  from  the 
seat  of  war  was  from  the  affrighted  and  flying  inhabitants, 
whose  misfortunes  and  distresses  have,  upon  several  oc- 
casions, been  made  the  subject  of  jeering,  derogatory, 
and  debasing  remarks,  in  official  despatches  as  well  as 
speeches  on  this  floor. 

Sir,  what  evidences  have  you  of  the  existence  of  a  war  f 
We  have  the  official  reporU  from^  the  Govemora  of  Geor- 
gia »nd  Alabama;  lettera  from  Major  Mclntoab,  command- 
ing at  Fort  Mitchell;  reports  from  the  postmaster  at  Co- 
lumbus; requisitions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  for  appro- 
priations; the  actual  calling  out  of  four  thousand  troops 
from  Alabama  and  Georgia,  and  a  brigade  from  Tennes- 
see; with  the  movement  of  all  the  regular  troops.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  evidences,  you  have  actually  made  an  ap- 
propriation of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  suppress 
these  bostilitiet)  and  yet  we  are  asked  for  proof  that  there 
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19  a  war;  or  that  twenty-6ve  Indians  have  ever  been  aa- 
aembled  at  any  one  place! 

You  have  bad  information,  through  the  official  journal 
at  thia  place,  of  the  seizure  of  the  public  mails,  and  that 
the  mail  route  from  Chattahoochie  to  Line  creek  was 
strewed  with  mangled  bodiesof  murdered  victims  of  sav- 
age ferocity.  You  have  seen  that  400  armed  Indians  have 
taken  the  town  of  Roanoke*  and  captured  two  steamboatsi 
and  when  measures  of  protection  and  defence  are  asked 
for,  we  are  coolly  and  indifferently  asked  if  there  is,  in 
fact,  any  war?  I  understand  the  object  of  all  this  ma* 
noeuvring  perfectly  well.  It  is  to  censure  the  Executive 
for  not  having  made  a  direct  communication  on  this  sub- 
ject. Whether  this  bo.  within  his  constitutional  duties 
or  not,  is  not  for  me  to  decide.  Whether  he  has  done 
his  duty  or  not,  I  trust  will  not  be  made  the  subject  of 
mockery  and  outrage  upon  those  whose  misfortune  it  is 
to  live  within  the  range  of  the  application  of  the  toma- 
hawk and  scalping-knife,  which  have  been  ao  tauntingly 
and  indifferently  referred  to  on  this  floor. 

I  have  one  word  to  say  on  the  subject  of  these  unfor- 
tunate sufferers,  who  are  represented  as  a  panic-stricken, 
Aying  population,  not  stopping  to  see  whether  they  are 

f>ursued  by  <*  squaws  or  by  warriors."  These  people 
ive  in  detached  neishborhoods,  in  a  sparsely  populated 
countT}',  having  no  Targe  settlements  to  fall  back  upon, 
and  no  fortified  places  to  retreat  to;  are  driven  by  the 
feelinga  of  natural  affection,  first  to  place  their  wives  and 
children  out  of  the  reach  of  a  treacherous,  barbarous,  and 
blood-thirsty  savage  enemy,  who  disreganl  all  the  princi- 
ples of  civilization  and  humanity.  It  is  an  easy  thing,  at 
this  distance,  and  with  the  security  of  a  thousand  miles 
from  the  operations  of  such  an  enemy,  to  talk  about  fight- 
ing and  pursuing  them,  instead  of  retreating  to  a  place 
orsafety  until  a  sufficient  number  can  be  assembled  to 
meet  them  with  some  prospect  of  resistance.  In  the  best 
days  of  the  Roman  repablic,  the  life  of  one  citizen  was 
considered  of  sufficient  consequence,  not  only  to  produce 
a  sensation  throughout  the  capital,  but  in  the  remotest 
provinces.  Here,  it  appears  that  more  sympathy  is  felt 
for  the  imaginary  rights  of  the  Indians,  than  for  our  butch- 
ered women  and  children,  who  have  had  no  agency  in 
•bringing  about  the  horrible  war  now  raging  on  your  fron- 
tiers. 

I  proceed^  however,  without  further  remark,  to  the 
question  put  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  He  de- 
mands, as  preliminary  to  voting  thia  money,  that  this 
House  should  decide  **  whether  our  quarrel  be  lust.'* 
He  proceeda  then  to  make  a  statement  which  deeply  im- 
plicates tbe  honor  of  the  nation,  and  subjects  this  admin- 
istration, if  true,  to  the  condemnation  ofthe  just  and  lib- 
•eral  throughout  tbe  United  States.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  prov- 
ince to  defend  the  present  administration.  Neither  I, 
nor  the  people  I  represent,  have  much  reason  to  enter 
into  their  defence.  I  have  but  one  rule,  however,  on 
this  subject;  and  that  is,  to  defend  this  or  any  other  ad- 
ministration f^om  improper  imputations,  or  uniustifiable 
abuse.  I  have,  however,  a  much  higher,  and,  I  trust, 
nobler  motive  than  a  miserable  party  conflict,  in  vindica- 
ting the  honor  of  my  country  against  charges  of  Punic 
fiiith,  of  violated  treaties,  and  of  heartless  oppression  of 
these  miserable,  despicable,  and  degraded  savages.  The 
gentleman  from  Vermont  attempts  to  maintain  two  prop- 
ositions: Ist,  That  the  treaty  with  the  Seminoles  is  not, 
and  never  was,  binding  upon  them;  3dly,  That  the  treaty 
Itself  was  forfeited  for  a  non-compliance  with  the  condi- 
•  tions  contained  in  it;  and  he  proceeds  to  denounce  the 
President  for  threatening  to  execute  it  by  force,  and  has 
read  various  extracts  from  the  negotiations  between  these 

-  Indians  and  our  commanding  officers,  to  excite  commia- 

-  eration  for  them,  and  public  indignation  againnt  the  Gov- 
ernment and  its  officers.     He  baa  commenced  his  history 

.of  tbis  transaction  with  the  treaty  of  Camp  Moultriei  in 


1833,  and  has  intimated  that  the  Government  did  not 
produce  **  the  state  of  starvation  in  which  the  Indians 
were  found,  but  that  they  only  took  advantage  of  it."  I 
propose  to  go  back  a  little  further  into  the  history  of  theae 
Indians  than  it  has  suited  the  purpose  of  the  gentleman 
to  go;  and  I  pledge  myself  to  maintain,  before  this  House 
and  the  nation,  Uiat  the  conduct  of  this  Government  to 
these  ruthless  barbarians  has  been  marked  by  liberality* 
forbearance,  lenity,  and  magnanimity. 

The  Florida  Indians  are  the  remains  of  that  ancient 
and  warlike  tribe  known  under  the  designation  of  the 
Natchez  tribe  on  the  Mississippi,  which,  being  almost  ex- 
tirpated by  the  French,  retreated  along  the  northern 
coast  ofthe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  united  with  broken  bands 
of  Biloxiea,  Red  Sticks,  and  runaway  Creeks^  called  Sem- 
inoles. The  word  <'  Seminole"  signifies  "  a  wsnderer 
or  runaway."  The  largest  portion  of  these  Indians  are 
lower  Creeks,  and  are  of  the  most  dissolute,  daring,  and 
abandoned,  of  that  tribe. 

During  the  wars  that  succeeded  our  revolutionary  con- 
test, they  were  pressed  down  below  the  Spanish  line  into 
the  country  then  the  dominions  of  Spain,  and  now  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  Their  force  was  greatly 
increased  by  all  who  fied  from  the  nation,  when  General 
Jackson  invaded  it  in  1814.  These  Indiana  entered  into 
a  treaty  of  offensive  snd  defensive  alliance  with  the  Span- 
ish Government,  as  early  aa  the  year  1784. 

By  this  treaty  they  were  incorporated  into  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  with  certain  reserved  rights,  depending  chief- 
ly on  the  will  of  that  Government. 

By  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  of 
1795,  it  waa  stipulated  that  the  Spanish  Government 
should  restrain  their  Indians  from  committing  hostilities 
against  the  United  States. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  Floridas  were  ceded,  in  full 
dominion  and  absolute  property,  to  the  United  States;^ 
by  the  treaty  of  the  23d  February,  1819.  In  this  treaty 
there  was  no  allusion  to,  or  provision  for,  these  Indians^ 
in  any  manner  whatever.  The  two  provinces  of  East 
and  West  Florida  were  delivered  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Spanish  commissioners.  The  white  population 
was  confined  to  the  towns  of  St.  Augustine  and  Pensa- 
cola,  and  the  whole  region  between  these  two  placea, 
one  on  the  Atlantic,  and  the  other  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, distant  four  hundred  miles  from  each  other,  was  oc- 
cupied in  some  sort  by  these  roving  savagea.  The  Uni- 
ted States  took  possession  ofthe  country,  and  one  ofthe 
first  questions  that  occupied  the  attention  of  the  admin- 
istration, or  of  Congress,  was,  what  should  we  do  with 
these  Indians?  It  was  then  represented,  even  at  that 
period,  that  they  were  reduced  to  great  extremities  for 
the  went  of  the  ordinary  articles  of  subsistence.  They 
had  nearly  abandoned  the  chase,  on  account  of  the  scar- 
city of  game,  and  their  idle,  vicious  habits  presented  an 
insuperable  obstacle  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

To  have  acquired  a  territory  of  such  extent,  embra- 
cing one  thousand  two  hundred  miles  of  sescosst,  to  be 
left  in  possession  of  these  Indians^  was  too  absurd  to 
merit  one  moment's  consideration.  The  Secretary  of 
War,  Mr. Calhoun,  on  the  S8ih  of  January,  1833,  in  answer 
to  a  call  of  the  Indian  Committee,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  General  Metcalf,  late  Governor  of  Kentucky,  com- 
municated various  reports  and  correspondence;  among 
which  were  several  letters  from  the  present  President  of 
the  United  States,  then  Governor  of  Florida.  In  one  of 
these  letters  from  General  Jackson,  dated  the  20ih  of 
September,  1821,  referring  to  a  talk  he  had  had  with 
tbe  bead  chiefs  ofthe  Florida  Indians,  he  says:  *<  They 
acknowledge  that  it  is  just  that  those  who  rejected  peace 
when  it  waa  offered  to  them,  and  fled  from  their  own 
country,  continuing  the  war,  ought  to  return  to  their 
own  nation."  The  President  proceeds:  «<  I  am  of  opin- 
1  ion,  from  the  smalleess  of  their  numbers,  and  the  shape 
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of  the  FloridM,  that  it  would  be  maoh  better  policy  to 
move  tbem  all  up»  and  amply  to  provide  for  them  by  an 
annuity." 

General  Jackson,  in  a  talk  to  the  Indiana  on  the  18th 
September,  1831,  told  them,  **  thoie  who  fled  from 
their  nation,  and  joined  in  the  war  against  us,  must  re- 
turn to  their  coantry,  where  their  chiefs  are  willing  to 
receive  them.  They  cannot  be  permitted  to  settle  all 
over  the  Fioridas.'* 

The  chiefs  were  satisfied  with  what  was  then  eom- 
munieated  to  them.  By  a  letter  subsequently  sddreased 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  says.-  •<  The  exposed  situa- 
tion of  the  Ploridas  imperiously  demands  that  its  frontier 
upon  the  coast  should  be  Immediately  inhabited  by 
white  citixens.''  He  states,  «<  the  lagest  portion  of  the 
Seminolesare  a  part  of  the  Creek  nation;"  and  adds, 
"  with  what  pretence  of  justice  can  those  who  fled  from 
the  Creek  nation,  and  kept  up  an  exterminating  war  on 
our  frontier,  until  crushed  by  the  arm  of  our  Govern- 
ment in  1818,  tet  up  such  claims!*' 

After  examining  these  documents,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AffaiTC  of  this  House  reported  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  Indians,  as  a  nation,  6wn  no  land  in  Florids, 
except  where  It  was  granted  to  them  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thoritie§>-that  they  stood  in  the  relation  of  domestic  de- 
pendent communities.  This  report  was  concurred  in 
by  the  House.  It  was  apparent,  therefore,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  executive  Government,  as  well  as 
of  Congress,  that  the  largest  portion  of  these  Indians 
should  oe  sent  back  to  the  nation  to  which  they  belong- 
ed— being,  as  I  have  said,  runaway  Creeks,  and  having 
no  such  attachments  to  the  ''bones  of  their  ancestors" 
as  is  so  often  and  so  falselv  ascribed  to  them;  a  mere 
fancy,  much  better  suited  to  poetry,  fiction,  and  ro- 
mance, than  what  we  know  of  tneir  senseless  and  brutal 
characters. 

Some  time  after  this,  a  commission  was  authorized  to 
treat  with  these  Indians,  and  their  negotiations  led  to 
this  treaty  of  Camp  Moultrie.  It  will  be  observed  that, 
at  this  treaty,  these  very  runaway  Creeks,  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  recommendations  of  General  Jackson, 
and  the  deliberate  views  of  Congress,  as  expressed  in 
Governor  MetcalPs  report,  were  permitted,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  othen,  to  contract  for  and  obtain  the  pos- 
session of  about  5,000,000  acres  of  land  in  the  peninsula 
of  East  Florida.  I  admit  that  this  treaty  constitutes  a 
guarantee  of  possession,  until  changed  or  rescinded  by 
some  subsequent  contract  or  convention.  Within  a  few 
years  after  the  conclusion  of  this  treaty,  the  Indians 
were  found  actually  in  a  stste  of  starvation,  and  a  iarge 
sum  was  appropriated  by  this  Government.  Ay,  sir, 
a  much  larger  sum  than  has  been  doled  out  by  a  reluc- 
tant band  to  our  own  suffering  fellow-citizens,  who  have 
a  right  to  appeal  to  this  Government  for  protection,  and 
who  were  intended  to  be  provided  for  under  the  gen- 
erous resolution  which  passed  this.Uouse  with  such  una- 
nimity at  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 

In  consequence  of  intimations  given  by  these  Indians, 
through  their  agent,  that  there  was  not  sufHcient  game 
to  support  them,  I  was  appointed  a  commissioner,  in  the 
year  1827,  to  offer  them  a  country  of  sufficient  extent  to 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  a  guarantee  of  title  and 
possession  forever,  in  exchange  for  the  lands  occupied 
by  them  in  Florida.  They  were  unwilling  to  go  with- 
out an  examination  of  the  country,  and  I  had  no  author- 
ity to  enter  into  a  contract  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a 
deputation;  all  which  was  reported  to  the  Government. 
In  1831  or  1832  it  was  represented  to  this  Government, 
by  the  Indians  themselves,  that  they  desired  to  form  a 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  to  exchsnge  these  lands 
for  others  on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Colonel 
Gadsden  was  appointed  commissioner;  and,  in  a  council 
of  all  the  head  chiefs  and  warriors,  fully  represented,  at 


Payne's  Landing,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1833,  a  conditional 
convention  was  entered  into. 

In  the  preamble  to  this  treaty  it  was  recited  that  "  the 
Seminole  Indians,  regarding  with  just  respect  the  solici- 
tude manifested  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  the  improvement  of  their  condition,  by  recommend- 
ing a  removal  to  a  country  more  suitable  to  their  habits 
and  wants  than  the  one  they  at  present  occupy  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  are  willing  that  their  confidential 
chiefs  should  be  sent  to  examine  the  country  assigned  to 
the  Creeks;  and  should  they  be  satisfied  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  country,  and  the  favorable  disposition  of  the 
Creeks  to  reunite  with  the  Seminoles  as  one  people,  the 
articles  of  compact  and  agreement  shall  be  binding  on 
the  respective  parties." 

By  the  first  article  of  this  treaty,  which  was  thus  to 
be  binding  upon  thcf  performance  of  two  conditions  pre- 
cedent, the  Seminole  Indians  relinquish  to  the  United 
States  all  claim  to  land  they  occupy  in  Florida,  and 
agree  to  emigrate,  &c. 

This  same  article  provides  fbr  an  additional  extent  of 
territory  to  be  added  to  the  Creek  country  for  the  Sem- 
inoles. 

The  second  article  provides  that  the  United  States 
shall  make  compensation  for  all  improvements,  and  pay 
certain  annuities. 

The  third  article  provides  for  goods  to  be  delivered 
after  their  arrival.  The  fourth  and  fifth  for  blacksmiths 
and  valuation  of  csttle. 

By  the  sixth  article,  the  United  States  are  to  pay 
#7,000  for  slaves  and  other  property  alleged  to  have 
been  stolen  by  the  Indians. 

The  seventh  article  provides  for  their  removal  within 
three  years,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the  removal  should 
be  paid  by  the  United  States,  with  their  subsistence  for 
twelve  months  after  their  arrival. 

This  treaty  was  signed  by  James  Gadsden  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  fifteen  chiefs  and  headmen 
from  this  vagabond  Seminole  nation. 

The  confidential  chiefs  and  agents,  in  pursuance  of  the 
convention  entered  into,  visited  these  lands  west  of  the 
Mississippi  in  the  year  1833,  and  in  a  treaty  then  and 
there  entered  into  at  Fort  Gibson,  on  the  28lh  of  March, 
1833,  with  three  United  States  commissioners,  they  ex- 
press their  satisfaction  with  the  country  assigned  themi 
and  the  ''favorable  disposition  of  the  Creeks"  was 
manifested  by  a  treaty  solemnly  entered  into,  by  which 
they  ag^ee  that  the  Seminoles  should  be  reCinited  with 
them. 

The  treaty  of  Payne's  Landing  was  to  take  effect  upon 
the  happening  of  two  contingencies— -the  expression  of 
satisfaction  of  the  confidential  chiefs,  and  the  favorable 
disposition  of  the  Creeks;  both  of  which  were  ascertain- 
ed, reported,  and  acted  upon,  and  the  treaty  regularly 
presented  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
advisement  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  due  proclama- 
tion of  the  ratification  made  in  April,  1834. 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  faithful  history  of  the  relations  and 
negotiations  between  this  Government  and  the  Indians 
up  to  the  period  when  this  treaty  was  ratified,  proclaim- 
ed, and  published,  and  became  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land;  to  execute  which  this  appropriation  has  been  pro* 
posed  and  passed  by  the  Senate.  The  United  States 
have  set  apart  the  lands,  paid  the  annuities,  and  in  every 
form  and  manner  executed  with  fidelity,  and  the  most 
scrupulous  honor,  all  their  stipulations. 

We  are  now  told,  for  the  first  time,  that  this  treaty  is 
not  binding,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  aet  it  aside.  We 
are  called  upon,  too,  by  gentlemen  who  complain  most 
loudly  against  the  nullification  by  Georgia  of  a  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  made  in  support  of  the  rights  se- 
cured to  Indians  under  the  treaties  with  this  Govern- 
ment. I  demttr  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  House,  and 
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deny  its  authority  to  vacate  or  annul  a  treaty  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and  proclaimed  by  the  President  as  the  law 
of  the  land.  I  go  further:  I  deny  the  authority  to  with- 
hold an  appropriation  to  execute  an  existing  treaty,  or 
to  refuse  to  supply  the  subsistence  to  those  Indians  who 
have  removed,  or  those  who  may  go  or  be  removed 
during  the  present  year.  This  House,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  decided  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  French  Chamber 
of  Deputies  had  no  right  to  refuse  the  appropriation  to 
carry  into  effect  our  convention  with  France,  and  that 
the  trcatir  must  be  insisted  upon.  I  might  ask  whether 
any  gentleman  who  voted  for  that  resolution  can  consist- 
ently vote  against  an  appropriation  to  execute  this  treaty? 
I  say  this  treaty!  Have  we  authority  in  this  indirect 
way  to  faeats  it? 

I  proceed,  iMwever,  to  examine  the  grounds  on  which 
it  is  attempted  to  be  impeached,  and  I  will  show  they 
are  as  deficient  in  sound  argument  as  they  are  fallacious 
in  principle. 

The  first  ground  taken  is,  that  this  treaty  is  void  be- 
cause it  was  not  presented  to  the  Senate  at  the  first  ses- 
sion after  its  conclusion,  for  ratification. 

To  this  I  have  first  to  answer,  that  neither  the  consti- 
tution*  theussges  of  this  Government,  nor  the  principles 
of  international  law,  require  any  such  thing.  On  the 
contrary,  what  is  now  contended  for,  for  the  first  time, 
is  condemned  both  by  practice  and  principle.  We  have 
examples  under  this  Government  in  which  the  executive 
and  legislative  departments  have,  in  their  intercourse 
with  foreign  Governments,  maintained  the  reverse  of 
what  is  now  contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont. The  Florida  treaty  was  concluded  the  22d  of 
February,  1619,  and  was  not  ratified  by  the  King  of 
Spain  until  late  in  the  year  1821.  We  did  not  then 
argue  that  that  treaty  was  void.  On  the  contrary,  the 
distinguished  gentleman  [Mr.  Adams]  over  the  way 
vehemently  maintained  that  it  was  a  treaty  from  the  date 
of  its  signsture  by  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  and 
the  President  and  Congress  maintamed  the  same  ground. 

The  French  convention,  which  has  so  recently  excited 
such  deep  interest  from  one  end  of  this  country  to  the 
other,  was  signed  at  Paris  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  and 
a  contest  has  been  carried  on  for  the  last  two  years 
whether  this  was  a  treaty  or  not,  without  the  confirma- 
tory approbation  of  the  French  Chambera  in  the  form  of 
an  appropriation.  This  House  resolved  unanimously  to 
insist  upon  it  as  a  treaty. 

Here,  then,  is  a  treaty,  signed  by  the  competent  au- 
thorities^ dependent  upon  two  acts,  which  the  President 
and  Senate,  to  whom  have  been  confided  by  the  con- 
stitution the  diplomatic  relations  of  our  Government, 
have  decided  to  have  been  performed,  the  treaty  ratified 
in  due  form  of  law,  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  vacate  and 
nullify  it  by  a  self-constituted  •*auia  rf^/f,"  which  as- 
sumes to  decide  what  the  constitution  never  gave  them, 
the  right  to  inquire  into  afld  to  set  at  naught  the  supreme 
law. 

1  proceed,  however,  to  the  second  ground  alleged  by 
the  gentleman.  If  I  understood  him  correctly,  he  main- 
tained that  because  one  third  of  these  Indiana  had  not 
been  removed  in  1833,  and  one  third  in  1834^  the  whole 
could  not  be  removed  in  1835,  when  the  treaty  required 
that  the  last  of  them  should  be  removed.  That  they 
did  not  go  and  examine  the  country,  and  report  their 
argeement,  or  dissent,  in  time  for  one  third  to  remove 
in  1833,  was  their  own  fault,  or  omission,  which,  upon 
any  principle  of  national  law,  they  cannot  claim  as  a 
release  of  their  obligation.  The  final  period  fixed  for 
the  removal  of  the  whole  tribe  expired  in  May,  1835. 
Whether  the  delay  of  the  two  preceding  years  was  pro- 
duced by  the  acts  of  the  Indians,  or  the  omissions  or  the 
Government,  is  a  matter  which  in  nowise  invalidates  the 
obligatory  effects  of  the  treaty.    It  does  not  appear  that 


the  Indians,  through  their  agent,  complained,  and  no 
one  has  a  right  to  complain  for  them. 

If  it  really  be  a  hardship  upon  these  Indians  to  exe- 
cute their  agreement,  and  remove  to  the  westward,  one 
third  of  the  nation  has  had  the  benefit  of  two  yeara*  resi- 
dence in  Florida  longer  than  was  contemplated  and 
agreed  upon,  in  conaequence  of  their  omission,  and  of 
course  cannot  complain  of  the  Government  for  this  for* 
bearance  and  indulgence.  The  treaty  was  ratified  in 
1834.  The  period  arrived  when,  by  the  expiration  of 
three  years,  the  tribe  were  to  remove.  They  manifested 
some  reluctance  to  execute  this  contract,  and,  after 
various  equivocations,  delayiy  and  impositions,  they  were 
told  they  must  go.  Yes,  sin  this  cruel  and  inhumiCn 
Government,  who  were  urged  on  by  some  gentlemen 
who  are  now  opposed  to  this  appropriation  to  make  war 
on  France  for  a  delay  in  not  executing  their  contract, 
signified  to  the  Indiana,  aa  they  did  to  Louis  FhiKppe, 
that  we  insisted  upon  the  treaty  i  they  were  further  told 
that  if  they  longer  delayed  to  perform  what  they  had 
promised,  after  they  had  accepted  the  annuities  and  con- 
siderations stipulated  by  this  Government,  they  must  be 
forced.  This  is  the  cruel  injustice  so  much  complained 
of  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  AAer  some  remon- 
strances and  petitions  on  their  part  to  the  commanding 
general,  they  entered  into  a  new  agreement  with  him, 
which  has  been  printed  and  placed  on  our  tables,  com- 
municated by  the  President  in  a  special  mesaage,  which 
I  will  read: 

"We,  the  undersigned  chiefs  and  sub-chiefs  of  the 
Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,  do  hereby,  for  ourselves  and 
for  our  people,  voluntarily  acknowledge  the  validity  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  Statea  and  the  Seminole 
nation  of  Indians,  made  and  concluded  at  Payne's  Land- 
ing, on  the  Ocklawaha  river,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1832, 
and  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Semi- 
nole nation  of  Indians,  made  and  concluded  ai  Fort 
Gibaon,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1833,  by  Montford 
Stokes,  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  and  J.  F.  Schermerhorn,  com- 
missioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  del- 
egates of  the  said  nation  of  Seminole  Indians  on  the  part 
of  the  said  nation;  and  we,  the  said  chiefa  and  sub-chiefs^ 
dof  for  ourseWes  and  for  our  people,  freely  and  fully 
assent  to  the  above-recited  treaties,  in  all  their  provisions 
and  stipulations. 

'*  Done  in  council  at  the  Seminole  agency,  this  23d 
day  of  April,  1855. 

[Signed  by  tixtem  ehiefi  and  tulhdtUfi.} 

"  In  presence  of 

«  D.  L.  CuxcB,  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 

"A.  C.  W.  Famiho,  Brevet  Lt.  Col.  U.  S.  A. 

"  C.  M.  Tbrustov,  Captain  3d  Regt.  Artillery. 

*<T.  W.  LxHDBUM,  Captain  3d  Regt.  Artillery. 

<*  JosBPB  W.  Habris,  First  Lieut.  3d  Artillery. 

"  WiLET  Tbomfsob,  Superintendent  to  remove  Sem- 
inole Indians." 

It  appears  by  thia  agreement,  thus  voluntarily  entered 
into,  that  a  further  time  of  nearly  one  year  was  given  to 
them,  upon  a  solemn  pledge  that  they  would  execute 
their  agreement,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  by  a  removal  to  the  land  assigned  them.  This 
agreement  was  signed  by  sixteen  chiefs. 

Some  time  after  this,  Powell,  who  had  made  the 
greatest  difficulty,  came  in  and  signed  the  same  agree- 
ment voluntarily,  as  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  War 
Department,  which  1  will  read: 

**  General  Thompson,  in  a  letter  of  the  3d  June,  re- 
ported that  Powell,  one  of  the  most  influential  chiefs  of 
Seminoles,  had  behaved  so  badly  in  his  office  that  he 
was  put  in  irons  and  confined.  On  the  next  day,  how- 
ever, he  signified  his  re||^ret,  and  hi!  willingness  to  sign 
the  sgreement  and  emigrate.  To  test  his  sincerity  he 
was  released,  and  had  five  days  »ven  to  himib  while  at 
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liberty,  during^  which  he  could  come  forward  to  affix  his 
name  to  the  inatrument  the  others  had  signed."  «  True 
to  hia  proreasions/'  says  the  agent,  **  he  this  day  appear- 
ed with  aeventy-nine  of  his  people,  men,  women,  and 
children,  including  some  who  had  Joined  him  since  his 
conversion,  and  redeemed  hia  promise.  He  told  me 
many  of  his  friends  were  out  hunting,  whom  he  could 
und  would  bring  over  on  their  return.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  hia  aincerity,  and  as  little  that  the  greatest  difficulty 
is  surmounted.'' 

Between  the  25th  of  April  and  the  time  of  gathering 
their  crop,  the  whole  period  was  employed  in  prepara- 
tions for  war.  The  period  arrived  at  which,  by  this 
new  agreement,  the  Indians  were  to  remove.  It  will  be 
observed  that  this  was  the  third  contract  signed  by  all 
the  chiefs,  with  the  prolongation  and  indulgence  I  have 
referred  to.  .  In  violation  of  these  promises  and  conven- 
tions, they  commenced  open  hostilities  against  the  unof- 
fending inhabitants  of  Florida,  laid  waste  and  deaolated 
three  counties,  destroyed  more  than  a  million  of  proper- 
ty, and  massacred  one  hundred  of  your  best  officers  and 
troops,  before  any  force  could  be  called  into  the  field  to 
resist  them. 

Now,  if  the  validity  of  this  treaty  is  to  be  determined 
by  this  House,  according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  upon  an  inquiry  whether 
**  our  quarrel  is  just,"  I  ask  every  member  of  this  com- 
mittee whether,  before  God  and  all  mankind,  our  cause 
is  not  just? 

Tou  have  seen  that,  under  the  Spanish  Government, 
these  Indians,  as  a  nation,  owned  no  lands  in  Florida. 
You  have  seen  that,  by  a  treaty  with  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, they  had  acknowledged  the  Spanish  King  as 
the  lord  and  sovereign  of  the  country  t  and  that  his  Cath- 
olic Majesty  had  ceded  the  provincea  to  the  United 
States,  without  any  stipulation  for  these  Indjans.  I  have 
referred  to  the  message  of  President  Monroe,  and  the 
communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  (Mr.  Calhoun,} 
in  1823.  I  will  now  read  a  part  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affaira,  made  at  the  aecond  aession 
of  the  seventeenth  Congress,  in  pursuance  of  the  opiii- 
ions  then  entertained  and  expressed  by  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Monroe. 

The  committee  say: 

^  **  By  referring  to  the  documents  which  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  committee  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  it  will  be  found  that,  previous  to  the  cession  of 
Florida  to  the  United  States,  the  Indiana  were  incorpo- 
rated among  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and 
that  each  Indian  had  a  right  to  land  as  well  as,  and  on 
the  same  footing  with«  white,  free  black,  and  colored 
subjecta,  in  any  part  of  the  provincei  a  right  to  lands 
individually,  but  none  nationallyi  as  the  full  and  com- 
plete jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  was  vested  in,  and  ex- 
ercised by,  the  Spaniah  Government." 

You  have  aeen  that,  notwithstanding  these  opinions  of 
President  Monroe  and  his  administration;  of  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Representativea,  concurred  in  by  the 
House  I  of  the  recommendationa  of  General  Jackson, 
then  Governor  of  Florida— in  the  face  of  all  these,  a 
treaty  was  made  with  these  Indians,  guarantying  to  them 
the  possession  of  five  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  East 
Florida;  and  that,  from  their  lazy,  indolent,  and  vicious 
habita,  when  they  were  in  a  state  of  actual  starvation, 
they  were  relieved  by  the  charity  of  this  Government, 
until,  by  their  own  act,  and  upon  their  petitions  repeat- 
edly preaented,  they  surrendered,  by  treaty,  thia  coun- 
try, thus  improvidenily  granted  to  them  in  the  first 
instance,  and,  af^er  two  ratifications  of  the  same,  they 
oommenced  a  barbaroua,  unprovoked,  and  ferocious  war 
upon  men,  women,  and  children;  and  we  are  now  in 
thia  hall  called  upon  to  decide  Whether  our  **  quarrel  be 
just,"  before  appropriations  are  made  to  force  them  to 
execute  this  treaty. 


I  have  thus  given  you  a  history  of  the  acta  of  thia 
Government  in  reference  to  theae  Indians,  by  which  it 
will  appear  that,  from  the  period  of  President  Monroe's 
administration  to  the  present  day,  the  conduct  of  thia 
Government  has  been  marked  by  forbearance,  modera- 
tion, and  humanity,  to  these  miserable,  half-starved,  run- 
away rogues  and  assassins,  in  whose  favor  some  sympa- 
thy and  commiseration  are  attempted  to  be  excited,  at  a 
moment  when  their  tomahawks  and  scalping-knivea  are 
reeking  with  the  blood  of  innocent  women  and  children^ 
and  when  your  whole  Southern  frontier  is  agonized  by 
this  ruthless  and  unprovoked  war. 

We  are  told  that  the  first  act  of  hostility  abrogates  all 
treaties;  and,  after  the  most  unsuccessful  military  opera- 
tions, in  which  we  have  failed  to  chastise  this  banditti, 
that  we  are  to  inquire  whether  it  is  not  better  that  thia 
Government  ahall  abandon  the  idea  of  compelling,  by 
forcible  means,  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  thua  made* 
ratified,  and  sanctioned.  This  would,  indeed,  be  adding 
disgrace  to  misfortune,  and  prove  that  this  Government, 
like  that  of  Rome,  after  Augustus,  had  at  thia  early  pe- 
riod become  afflicted  with  a  dropsy  at  the  heart  and  a 
paralysis  in  the  limbs. 

Sir,  if  we  are  to  abandon  this  whole  frontier  and  sea- 
coast  to  this  miserable  gang  of  desperadoes,  there  is  not 
a  Power  on  earth  that  will  not  deapise  us  for  our  impo- 
tence and  pusillanimity. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  read  papera  detail- 
ing the  conduct  of  our  Indian  agent  in  cashiering  and 
depoaing  five  chiefs;  which  act  he  omitted  to  tell  the 
House  was  disapproved,  condemned,  and  censured,  by 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  War.  He  haa  also  refer- 
red to  other  acta  of  this  agent  and  General  Clinch, 
which  aeem  to  me  to  be  only  referred  to  in  odium  of  the 
Government.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  good  or 
evil  deeds  of  this  agent,  he  has  gone  to  his  laat  account, 
falling  a  victim  to  that  treacherous  hand  which,  in  token 
of  friendship,  received  from  him  the  rifle  which  became 
the  fatal  instrument  of  his  own  destruction. 

The  language  of  General  Clinch  waa  that  which  he 
was  instructed  to  use  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  And  what  was  that  language?  It  waa  to  inform 
these  deceitful,  equivocating  barbariana,  that,  onleaa 
they  complied  with  their  contract,  they  should  be  forced 
to  it.  There  are  aome  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who 
were  prepared  to  use  this  language  to  that  gallant  and 
high-minded  nation  with  whom  we  were  recently  on  the 
eve  of  a  serious  difficulty.  It  has  been  intimated  that 
this  difficulty  was  precipitated  by  an  attempt  to  aecure, 
by  aome  means,  fair  or  foul,  the  negroea  that  theae  In- 
dians had  atolen  from  the  citizens  of  Georgia  many  yeara 
ago.  It  haa  been  said,  too,  that  application  was  made 
to  the  Indian  office,  and  an  intimation  ^iren  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  that,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
tercourse law  of  1802,  individuals  without  license  could 
be  permitted  to  purchase  these  negroes.  It  haa  been 
said  that  individuals,  acting  upon  thia  opinion,  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  agency,  and  although  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  nation,  that  they  intimated  to  Indian 
negroes  at  the  agency  their  objects  and  purpoaes;  which, 
being  communicated  to  the  negroes  of  the  nation,  waa 
one  of  the  primary  causes  of  this  violation  of  the  treaty, 
and  of  the  desolating  war  which  succeeded. 

Of  this  I  know  nothing.  But  I  have  prepsred  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  thia  information,  which,  if  true,  may 
call  down  upon  those  concerned  in  it  the  consequences 
which  must  follow  from  such  a  development. 

I  muat  here  notice  a  letter  which  has  been  read  from 
the  Governor  of  Florida,  dated  in  March,  1835.  Of  the 
contenta  of  thia  letter  I  never  heard,  before  it  waa  read 
by  the  Clerk,  at  the  instance  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont.  This  letter,  aa  I  understand  it,  expreaaea  the 
doubts  of  the  Goyernor  of  the  validity  of  the  treaty  of 
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Payne's  Landing,  in  1832.  ft  proceeds  to  warn  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  consequences  of  attempting  to  enforce 
it.  The  Governor  is  about  the  last  authority  that  I 
should  appeal  to  for  the  correct  construction  of,  or  an 
enlightened  opinion  upon,  a  treaty  of  this  Government, 
even  with  an  Indian  tribe.  He  will  find  himself  in  a  new 
position  when  he  sees  himself  quoted  by  those  who  never 
acknowledged  his  authority  on  any  other  subject,  to  assail 
the  administration,  and  to  impeach  one  of  its  treaties.  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  can  quote  the  precise  words,  in 
the  hasty  manner  in  which  the  letter  was  read;  but  if  I 
understood  properly  a  sentence  in  that  letter,  it  was, 
**  that  the  people  want  the  land  of  the  Indians,  and  will 
urge  their  removal,  per  fas  et  nefaa,"  This  is  a  grave 
charge,  if  the  Governor  understood  the  meaning  of  the 
terms.  I  undertake  to  say  that  the  people  of  Florida 
have  never  desired  the  lands  of  these  Indians,  and  have 
never  urged  their  removal,  and  that  they  are  incapable 
of  so  bsse  an  act  as  that  of  urging  their  removal  per  faa 
etfufoB. 

The  Governor  proceeds  to  say  that  the  speculators  are 
aniious  to  get  possession  of  the  <*  Big  Swamp."  Now, 
sir,  he  did  know,  or  ought  to  liave  known,  that  this 
«  Big  Swamp"  is  owned  by  a  roost  estimable  and  honora- 
ble gentleman  at  Tallahassee,  whose  title  has  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  upon 
a  valid  Spanish  grant;  that  court  having  decided  that  the 
title  of  the  lands  was  in  the  Spanish  Grown,  which  was 
competent  to  convey,  by  grant,  the  fee,  and  that  that  was 
not  mcompatible  with  the  Indian  right  of  occupancy. 
Now,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  this  gentleman,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land,  has  never  expressed  even  a  desire  to 
any  officer  of  the  general  or  local  Government  to  get 
possession  of  this  land;  and  I  know  him  to  be  incapable 
of  doing  it  per  rufae.  He  has  always  believed,  as  every 
sensible  man  must  believe,  that  it  was  iroposvible  that  the 
Indians  could  remain  in  that  location;  and  that  both  the 
policy  of  the  Government  and  the  preservation  of  the 
Indians,  as  well  as  the  security  of  that  whole  frontier, 
required  their  removal.  ^He  would  have  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  demand  of  this  Government  the  posses- 
sion of  his  land,  confirmed  by  the  treaty  with  Spain;  and 
being,  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  Camp  Moultrie,  pri- 
vate property,  could  not  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
the  Indians,  without  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
treaty  with  Spain. 

I  will  not  charge,  positively,  any  other  than  a  patriotic 
motive  for  this  letter,  though  we  might  find  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Governor  a  much  more  forcible  reason  than 
he  can  assign  for  this  disreputable  charge  on  the  people 
of  Florida,  by  the  supposition  that  he  may  have  desired 
the  continuance  of  the  Indiana,  upon  which  his  salary  as 
superintendent  depended.  He  urges  either  their  con- 
tinuance or  further  negotiations.  Upon  one  a  salary  de- 
pended; and  upon  the  other,  as  the  Governor  is  always 
ex  officio  commissioner,  as  well  as  esr  officio  superintend- 
ent, he  was  to  negotiate,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
day;  and,  in  either  event,  was  an  interested  witness 
against  this  treaty. 

The  President  is  not  a  man  for  new  negotiations,  when 
•plain  contract  has  been  made  and  violated.  His  maxim, 
or  maintaining  "  what  is  clearly  right,"  applies  here. 
My  only  regret  is,  snd  my  suffering  constituents  will 
participate  in  it,  that  the  Government,  being  forewarned, 
was  not  forearmed  for  this  conflict.  The  Secretary  of 
War,  animated  by  his  clemency  and  humanity,  from  the 
purest  motives  of  a  kind  heart  and  charitable  duposition, 
was  for  using  persuasion  and  expostulation,  instead  of 
placing  at  the  disposition  of  General  Clinch  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  chastise  these  contumacious  savages. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  in  reading  from  one  of 
the  documents,  of  which  he  has  such  a  mass  before  him. 
Us  given  us  the  true  secret  of  the  hostility  of  these  lu- 


dians.  The  fact  there  developed,  combined  with  the  at- 
tempt to  get  their  negroes,  gives  us  the  clue  to  this  dis- 
astrous affair.  He  states  that  some  of  this  confidential 
delegation  informed  a  portion  of  the  tribe  in  Florida 
that  the  Creeks  would  compel  them  to  account  for  that 

Eortion  of  the  negroes  in  their  possession  which  had 
een  stolen  by^  the  Creek  nation  from  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.  Here,  sir,  is  the  denouement  of  the 
whole  plot.  The  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  by  the 
treaties  of  Shoulderbone,  Galphing^on,  and  Augusts, 
and,  perhaps,  in  some  subsequent  ones^  stipulated  to  pay 
for  all  property  destroyed  by  their  men  belonging  to  the 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  It  appears  that  this  na- 
tion had  destroyed  and  stolen  from  the  people  of  th« 
State  of  Georgia  property  to  the  «mount  of  about 
$350,000;  and  that,  in  a  treaty  subsequently  entered 
into  with  the  Creek  nation  by  the  United  Statea,  this 
Government  received  from  tliat  nation  lands,  and  con- 
sented to  psy,  in  exchange  for  them,  the  Creek  debt  tp 
the  citizens  of  Georgia.  As  these  roving  Semindes  and 
fugitives  had  taken  their  portion  of  the  plunder  within 
the  Spanish  territories,  and  have  concealed  these  negroes 
within  the  depths  of  that  almoat  impenetrable  forest,  the 
Creeks  were  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  contem- 
plated contiguity  of  possession  to  call  these  hardened  crim- 
inals to  account  for  having  fled  within  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory with  these  slaves  stolen  from  the  people  of  Georgpa, 
for  which  the  Creeks  had  paid  in  the  manner  I  have  be- 
fore mentioned.  This,  with  the  attempt  of  others  to  get 
their  negroes,  is,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of  the  war.  We 
may  add  one  additional  reason:  and  that  is  the  impossi- 
bility, with  their  habits,  of  obtaining  subsistence  without 
plunder. 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  desperate  rogues,  in  their 
treaty  of  Psyne's  Landing,  anticipated  the  possible  iden- 
tification of  some  of  the  slaves  they  have  stolen,  and  they 
provide,  to  quiet  such  and  leave  them  in  possession  of 
this  plundered  property,  that  the  United  Stales  .shall  pay 
$7,000  to  get  rid  of  the  claims. 

I  must  here  remark,  sir,  that  the  history  of  this  Gov^ 
ernment  does  not  furnish  an  instance  in  which  a  border 
population  has  lived  in  so  much  peace  and  harmony  and 
quietude  as  that  of  the  people  of  Florida,  in  the  vicinity 
of  these  Indians.  There  have  been  no  criminations  and 
recriminations  or  collisions  in  ten  years,  except  the  one 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  The  In- 
dians have  repeatedly  crossed  the  lines,  and  stolen  the 
cattle  of  the  inhabitants.  The  sufferers  have  chosen 
rather  to  pass  these  trespasses  by,  than  to  trouble  this 
Government  with  petitions,  or  to  come  in  conflict  with 
the  Indians.  They  preferred  to  bear  and  forbear,  as 
long  as  it  was  practicable  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
frontiers;  and  what  has  been  their  reward  f  The  de- 
struction of  all  their  property  by  these  ferocious  savages; 
and  we  are  now  to  debate  the  question,  whether  our 
oause  is  just,  before  we  decide  whether  an  appropriation 
is  to  be  made  to  carry  into  effect  this  treaty. 

It  is  even  denied  that  it  is  a  treaty.  The  question,  in 
fact,  is,  however  it  may  be  presented,  whether  we  shall 
take  part  with  the  Indians,  or  with  our  Government  and 
people. 

I  set  out  with  three  propositions,  which  I  think  the 
documents  and  arguments  I  have  referred  to  and  em- 
ployed will  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  large  majority 
of  this  House. 

The  first  is,  that  these  Indians  have  been  treated  with 
lenity,  humanity,  and  indulgence,  by  this  Government. 
Upon  this  point  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  further 
observations. 

I  maintain,  in  the  second  place,  that  whatever  may 
have  been  their  rights  of  soil  or  of  occupancy  under  the 
Spanish  Government,  and  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Camp 
Moultrie,  such  right  was  eztioguished  by  the  treaty  of 
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Payne's  Landing,  and  their  ratification  of  it  at  Fort  Gib- 
son. I  have  shown  that  the  Senate  have  ratified,  and 
the  President  proclaimed*  this  as  a  treaty.  I  deny  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  have  the  constitutional 
power,  in  this  informal  and  incidental  manner*  to  inquire 
into,  or  vacate,  that  which  the  President  and  the  Senate 
have  proclaimed  and  published  as  a  subsisting  treaty.  I 
go  further:  the  House  of  Representatives  themselves 
have  acted  upon  this  instrument  as  a  treaty,  and  have 
provided  the  appropriations  for  the  annuities  of  the  In- 
dians stipulated  in  it.  Two  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
Government,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  the  laws  executed, 
have  pronounced  this  of  binding  obligation  by  all  the 
sanctions  of  solemn  legislation!  and  I  have  shown  that  it 
cannot  be  impeached  under  any  provision  of  the  consti- 
tution or  laws  of  nations.  The  question  then  presented 
is,  are  we  to  confess  ourselves  beaten,  acknowledge  that 
we  were  in  fault,  **  sue  for  peace*'  in  a  more  humble  at- 
titude than  Oseola  did  to  General  Gaines,  and  give  up 
the  contest? 

The  breaking  out  of  war  puts  an  end  to  treaties.  This 
war  is  commenced  by  the  Indians.  Are  we  to  yield,  or 
are  we  to  maintain  that  these  Indians  have,  by  treaty, 
surrendered  all  the  lands  they  own  in  Florida,  and  that 
we  will  compel  them  to  execute  this  treaty,  or  annihilate 
them  by  force  of  arms?  I  am  sure,  if  this  question  is 
presented  to  the  American  people,  there  can  be  but  one 
answer;  and  that  is,  that,  as  long  as  we  maintain,  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  a  character  for  justice,  and  hon- 
or, and  coursge,  we  are  not  to  be  buHied,  whipped,  or 
driven,  into  such  a  debasing  alternative.  I  appeal  to  all 
those  gentlemen  who  represeAt  districts  of  country  which 
have  long  since  been  happily  freed  from  such  an  annoy- 
ance, whether  there  is  an  instance  in  the  whole  United 
States  in  which  more  lenity  has  been  used,  and  whether 
this  is  an  occasion  in  which  any  misplaced  and  sickly 
sentimentalitv  can  be  employed,  when  a  savage  enemy, 
who  has  violated  your  treaties,  and  is  destroying  your 
countrymen*  is  to  be  indulged,  either  to  assail  the  ad- 
ministration, or  to  prevent  an  appropriation  for  carrying 
into  effect  your  treaties? 

In  the  third  place,  1  maintain  that  this  House  has  no 
jurisdiction,  under  the  constitution,  to  annul  a  treaty ) 
and  that  you  cannot  refuse  to  appropriate  money  for  the 
removal  and  subsistence  of  the  friendly  portion  of  the 
Seminole  Indians,  or  of  those  who  may  be  subdued  in 
the  progress  of  this  unfortunate  and  ill-conducted  war, 
which  is  to  recommence  when  our  troops  leave  their 
"summer  quarters." 

1  invoke  gentlemen,  upon  such  a  question,  to  disre- 
gard all  party  considerations,  and  look  upon  it  as  it  is 
presented  under  the  constitution  and  the  treaty. 

It  is  not  my  province  to  speak  of  the  origin  and  causes 
which  led  to  this  Creek  difficulty.  There  are  individu- 
als here  who  represent  the  States  in  which  this  war  is 
now  raging.  It  is  for  them  to  defend  the  course  of  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Whatever  irritation 
may  have  been  produced  by  speculations  in  Creek  lands, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  true  cause  of  this  Creek  war 
arises  from  the  circumstance  of  the  great  extremity  to 
which  the  nation  is  reduced  for  the  want  of  provisions, 
and  that  it  is  a  war  waged  for  plunder,  and  to  prevent 
starvation.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  satisfied 
that  both  sound  policy  and  humanity  require  that  this 
appropriation  should  be  made  for  their  removal. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  there  were  documents  in  relation 
to  this  subject  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed, 
but  which  had  not  yet  been  laid  on  the  tablet*  of  the 
House.  As  it  was  indispensable  that  the  information 
contained  in  those  documents  should  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  House,  before  acting  on  these  appropriations, 
he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  postponed  till  all  the  evi- 
dence was  sent  in.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  com- 
mittte  risct 


Mr.  LAWLER  stated  a  fact  that  he  had  received  a  let- 
ter only  yesterday,  from  a  source  in  which  he  had  the  ut- 
most reliance,  containing  the  assurance  that  the  upper 
Creeks  were  prepared  for  emigration,  were  encamped 
for  the  purpose,  but  were  utterly  unprovided,  and  were 
begging  for  agents.  He  had  also  other  authentic  intelli- 
gence  to  the  same  effect.  He  therefore  put  it  to  the 
gentleman  whether  that  committee  were  not  bound  to  act 
promptly. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  there  was  a  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fiAy  odd  thousand  dollars  already  appropri- 
ated for  the  purpose.  Let  the  Government,  then,  send 
on  an  agent  with  that|  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  House 
could  consider  of  the  propriety  of  appropriating  more 
money.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  accept  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Evbb- 
BTT.]  The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  contemplated  the  forcible  removal  of  the  Creeks. 
Mr.  V.  then  withdrew  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 
Mr.  GLASCOCK  hoped  the  committee  would  act 
finally  on  this  bill  without  rising.  He  was  sure  no  gen- 
tleman from  the  South  desired  to  suppress  the  fullest  in- 
vestigation, either  in  relation  to  the  National  or  the  State 
Governments,  as  regarded  the  conduct  of  either  towards 
the  Indians.  For  himself  he  desired  it.  Mr.  G.  said  he 
wished  to  address  the  committee  at  length;  but  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  had  the  floor,  he  would  yield  it  to 
him,  and  he  hoped  that  gentleman  would  proceed.  He 
had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  knew  the  contents  of  those 
papers. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  fallen 
into  an  error.  The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  did  not  contemplate  the  forcible  removal 
of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  did  know  the  contents  of  those 
papers,  and  he  therefore  renewed  the  motion  that  the 
committee  rise,  so  that  they  might  be  put  in  possession 
of  them.  Mr.  V.  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  ADAMS,  who  said  that,  until  that  morning,  no  in- 
formation had  been  furnished  to  the  House  in  regard  to 
the  immediate  causes  of  the  Indian  war.  Mr.  A.  then 
went  on  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  [Mr. 
Whitb,]  and  adverted  to  the  effect  of  the  amendment  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  BELL  explained,  that  forcible  removal  was  not 
contemplated  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAYNES  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  amend- 
ment could  be  interpreted  to  be  intended  to.  go  further 
than  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  Nothing  like  forcible 
removal  was  certainly  embraced  in  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  resumed.  The  question  was,  whether 
we  were  at  peace  or  at  war  with  these  Indians.  If  the 
latter,  force  must  be  contemplated.  He  went  on  to 
argue  this  point  at  some  length,  and  to  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Florida.  He  said  no  information  hal  been 
furnished  to  the  House,  by  which  it  could  tell  whether 
these  appropriations  were  asked  to  carry  on  an  offensive 
war,  or  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  a  treaty. 
In  reference  to  the  latter  point,  he  quoted  a  letter  of 
the  Governor  of  Georgia,  which  said  the  <*  Indians  must 
be  removed  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet."  If  this  was 
to  be  considered  carrying  a  treaty  into  effect,  it  was  a 
most  extraordinary  mode. 

Mr.  BELL  said  a  few  words  in  explanation.  He 
understood  that  there  was  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Creeks  who  were  neither  hostile,  nor  inclined  to  be 
hostile,  but  were  desirous  to  emigrate.  It  was  with  ref- 
erence to  them  alone  that  the  appropriation  was  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  and  no  force  was  intended 
to  be  applied  to  them.  Specific  appropriations  for  the 
hostile  portion  of  the  Indians  had  already  been  made. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  ASHLEY,  the  commit 
tee  then  rose  and  reported. 
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The  Speaker  havinup  resumed  the  chair, 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  by  leave,  offered  a  resolu- 
tion requiring  certain  information  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  relation  to  Seminole  licenses  in  the  winter  and 
springy  of  1825{  which  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL,  on  leave,  offere4  a  resolution,  calling  for 
certain  information  from  the  same  Department  in  relation 
to  the  Creek  hostilities. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee would  make  this  bill  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  at  12  o'clock.  Mr.  C.  said,  on  to-morrow  at 
12  o'clock  he  would  call  up,  the  <*  fortification  bill.'' 
Me  could  not  help  expressing  his  astonishment  that  in- 
formation in  relation  (o  the  origin  of  the  Seminole  war 
should  be  called  for  at  a  moment  when  this  bill  was 
under  consideration,  and  when  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  Indians  were  starving,  and  were  being 
driven  into  hostility. 

Mr.  Dill's  resolution  was  then  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Satvb]>at,  Juhs  4. 
THE  PEA  PATCH. 

The  *'  bill  to  authorize  a  compromise,  and  secure  to 
the  United  States  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the 
river  Delaware,"  was  the  first  bill  in  order,  the  question 
being  on  its  final  passage. 

Mr.  M1LL1GAN  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  Uble. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
naysi  which  were  ordered,  and  the  question  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  96,  nays  87.  So  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  the  period  of  the  ses- 
sion was  so  late,  and  there  were  so  many  important  bills 
before  the  House,  he  felt  compelled  to  move  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the 
consideration  of  the  <<bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  fortifications  for  the  year  1836,"  and  on  that  mo- 
tion asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RINNARD  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  in- 
cluding the  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

Mr.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  include  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  revolutionary  soldiers. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays( 
which  being  ordered, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  withdrew  his  motion,  and 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  renewed  it. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  ordered, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  Allah'b  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  KurvAan,]  by  including 
the  bill  to  continue  the  national  road  from  the  Mississippi 
to  the  city  of  Jefferson,  Missouri.  Lost. 

Mr.  McCARTY  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment  of  his  collesgue,  [Mr.  KunrAan;]  which 
were  not  ordered,  and  the  amendment  was  not  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  include  in  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  the  two  bills  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  and  Michigan  into  the  Union.  He  re- 
marked that  he  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to  take 
up  those  bills,  consider  them,  and  stick  to  them  till  they 
were  disposed  of.     The  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  motion  of 


Mr.  CAMBBXLE^re,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
Yeas  95,  nays  89 — not  two  thirds. 

McClelland  and  smith. 

The  <«  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  McClelland  and 
James  Smith"  was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  Ha 
final  passage. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  bill;  and,  after 
some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  LANE,  BELL, 
HARDIN,  PARKS,  PIERCE  of  New  Hampshire, 
TOUCEY,  GARLAND  of  Virgin'm,  WHITTLESEY 
of  Ohio,  and  MASON  of  Ohio, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.   Lost. 

Mr.  CRANE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  question 
being  taken,  the  tellers  reported  yeas  66,  nays  Sl^no 
quorum. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  then  renewed  the  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas 
88,  nays  62.     So  the  bill  was  passed. 

CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN. 
Mr.  ADAMS,  on  leave,  from  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House  upon  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  <<act  to  carry  into  effect 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Spain," 
made  a  report  thereon,  (which  bad  been  already  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate,)  which  was  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

POTOMAC  BRIDGE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BOULDIN,  the  House  took  up  the 

i'oint  resolution  authorizing  the  repair  of  the  Potomac 
iridge,  and  the  same  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

JOHN  McCARROLL. 

The  *'bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McCarroll,  Jr.,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  the  question  being  on  its  pas* 
sage;  andt  ^^^^  *ome  remarks  from  Messrs.  MANN  of 
New  York,  HAWES.  TALIAFERRO,  UNDERWOOD, 
MERCER,  BOULDIN,  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania, 
MASON  of  Virginia,  VINTON,  and  PARKER, 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till  Friday 
next.  Lost. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Mesnv. 
HUNTSMAN  and  McCOMAS;  when 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  the  previous 
question;  when  42  only  voting  in  the  affirmative,  (there 
beinr  no  quorum  present,)  Mr.  J.  withdrew  the  motion. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  HUNTS- 
MAN and  PARKER, 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  an  adjournment;  which  waa 
carried,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

MOMDAY,  Jvvi  6. 
ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said  it  should  be 
recollected  that  about  this  period  Congress  was  now  in 
the  seventh  month  of  this  session,  and  that  public  ex- 
pectation was  already  awakened  to  the  period  about 
which  they  were  to  close  their  labors.  Several  effbrta 
had  been  heretofore  made  to  suspend  the  rules  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  with  a  view  to  fix  the  dsy  of  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress;  and  he  would  now  submit  a  motion 
to  the  Chair,  which  he  hoped  would  meet  the  assent  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
to  suspend  his  motion  for  a  few  moments,  to  give  him 
(Mr.  T.)  an  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Maiyland  resolutions. 

Mr.  MANN  replied  that  he  would  comply  with  the  re- 
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quest  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  but  those  resolu- 
tions would  come  up  as  soon  as  the  motion  Hr.  M.  in- 
tended  to  submit  was  disposed  of.  Mr.  M.  then  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  fixing  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress.  If  the  House 
should  consent  to  take  it  up,  he  gave  notice  that  he 
would  then  move  to  postpone  its  further  consideration 
till  some  early  day  next  week,  when  there  might  be  a 
general  understanding  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  remarked,  as  it  was  important  there 
should  be  a  full  House  presenl  on  this  subject,  he  moved 
*  call  of  the  House.    Lost. 

Mr.  BUIGGS  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nsys  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  expressed  a  wish  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  withdraw  his  prop- 
osition, so  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  that 
morning  to  present  petitions  and  memorials. 

Mr.  MANN  replied  that  his  motion  would  not  take  up 
more  time  than  the  calling  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  he 
could  not,  therefore,  consent  to  withdraw  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered;  and,  on  taking 
the  question,  the  vote  was,  yeas  90,  nays  63. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  two  thirds 
not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

MARYLAND  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  recommending  the  subject  of  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  presented  several  weeks 
ago,  came  up  as  the  first  business  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMAS  then  rose  and  spoke,  in  substance,  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Before  this  subject  is  disposed  of,  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words.  In  the  National  Intelligencer 
of  Saturday,  the  remarks  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  JbhivsrJ 
made  some  time  since,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  are  published.  They  form  a  part  of 
the  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  will  constitute  a  por- 
tion of  the  debates  of  this  House,  to  be  published  possi- 
bly hereafter  in  permanent  form.  The  article  in  the  In- 
telligencer is  therefore  essentially  different  from  an  or- 
dinary newspaper  publication.  This  being  the  case,  I 
can  with  propriety  advert  to  it,  without  subjecting  my- 
self to  the  just  censure  of  those  who  rightly  complain  of 
the  time  which  is  consumed  here,  in  unprofitable  discus- 
sions of  irrelevant  matters.  If  the  publication  in  ques- 
tion did  not  form,  as  it  does,  a  part  of  our  proceedings, 
however  it  might  concern  me  personally,  it  would  not 
be  noticed  on  this  floor.  As  it  is,  the  House  will  pardon 
ji  few  remarks. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Jsxi- 
FXXf  ]  late  at  night  on  the  24th  of  May,  when  the  fortifi- 
cation bill  was  under  discussion,  and  when  the  House 
was  very  impatient  to  dispose  of  that  measure,  rose  to 
address  the  Chair,  and  requested  me  particularly  to  at- 
tend to  what  he  had  to  say  concerning  '*  the  State  of 
Maryland,  himself,  snd  myself."  Thus  invited,  I  could 
not,  reluctant  as  I  was  to  perform  a  part  in  the  scene,  re- 
fuse to  take  a  seat  where  I  could  hear  what  was  to  be 
said.  After  I  discovered  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the 
gentleman  to  comment  on  the  language  used  by  me, 
when  he  had  presented  the  resolutions  from  Maryland, 
concerning  the  power  of  either  House  of  Congress  to  ex- 
punge entries  from  its  journal,  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to 
induce  him  to  postpone  what  he  had  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject until  the  resolutions  themselves  came  up  for  con- 
sideration. With  that  view,  (seeing  that  the  gentleman 
bad  so  far  extended  his  remarks  that  I  could  not,  and 
would  not  then,  interrupt  the  business  of  the  House  long 
enough  to  reply,)  I  asked  him  not  to  detain  the  commit - 
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tee,  but  to  publish  what  he  had  to  say,  and  promised  to 
reply  through  the  same  medium,  if  any  reply  should  be- 
come necessary.  To  this  request  he  responded  by  de- 
claring that  be  was  responsible  for  what  he  said,  or  for 
what  he  might  print.  This  induced  me  to  ask  whether 
I  was  to  consider  any  thing  which  bad  been  said  to  be  of 
a  personal  character.  And  he  replied,  ••  No,  sirj  not 
at  all."  Now,  air,  this  disclaimer  is  omitted  in  the  pub- 
lished speech)  while  several  phrases  of  a  questionable 
character  are  retained,  especially  that  just  named.  This 
imposes  on  me  the  necessity  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  to  one  or  two  sentences  in  this  publication 
that  are  calculated  to  do  both  of  us  injustice.  They  are 
somewhat  equivocal,  and  ought  not  to  be  to.  It  is  due  to 
him  that  there  should  be  no  doubt  as  to  his  intentions, 
and  it  is  due  to  me  that  nothing  of  this  character  abould 
be  left  to  conjecture. 

In  the  publication  in  the  Intelligencer,  the  gentleman 
is  reported  to  have  said,  although  my  colleague  says  «  he 
did  not  object  to  the  reception  of  the  resolutions  on  account 
of  their  contents,  I  will  undertake  to  show,  from  irresist- 
ible inferences,  that  it  was  to  the  contenUalone,  to  which 
he  did  object."  And  again  he  is  reported  to  have  said» 
"  and  yet  my  colleague,  from  the  upper  district  in 
Maryland  would  have  you  believe  that  it  was  not  the 
contents  of  those  resolutions  to  which  he  objected. 

That  there  may  be  no  misapprehension  as  to  the  mean- 
ing to  be  attached  to  the  words  here  quoted,  I  ask  the 
gentlemsn  to  say  whether  it  has  been  or  is  his  pur- 
pose to  question  or  bring  in  question  my  veracity  ? 

[Mr.  JsiiiFaa  rose,  and  after  referring  to  other  por- 
tions  of  the  former  debate,  concluded  by  declaring  that 
he  had  no  intention  to  impeach  the  veracity  of  Mr. 
Tboxas.] 

Mr.  Thomas  proceeded,  and  said  he  was  satisfied. 
He  had  a  right  to  expect  such  a  reply,  and  was  glad  that 
it  had  been  given,  as  it  was  equally  due  to  bis  colleague 
and  to  himself.  He  was  done  with  it.  These  person- 
alities were  to  him  very  annoying  in  one  particular.  It 
is  generally  believed  that  all  who  are  concerned  in  them 
delight  in  and  seek  that  miserable  ephemeral  notorie- 
tv— not  fame— which  they  are  calculated  to  secure.  And» 
for  one,  he  did  not  desire  for  a  moment  to  possess  that 
reputation  witli  any  intelligent  being. 

Mr.  T.  said,  that  having  diaposed  of  that  which  con- 
cerned him  as  a  man,  he  would  notice  those  psrtsof  this 
published  speech  that  concerned  him  as  a  representative. 
He  would  not  reply  to  that  part  of  his  colleague's  re- 
marks which  related  to  the  two  gentlemen  from  the  city 
of  New  York,  except  to  say  that  there  is  a  strange  incon- 
gruity in  some  of  its  sentences.  The  gentleman  [Mr. 
Jbitifsb,]  has  declaimed  warmly  against  our  profligate 
expenditures,"  and  says  ••  many  of  the  appropriationi 
have  been  unprecedented,  extravagant  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, and  uncalled  for  by  any  system  of  economical  ex- 
penditure." *•  It  is  the  policy  and  determination  to  squan- 
der it  [the  public  money]  away  upon  useless  objects, 
sooner  than  there  shall  be  a  surplus  to  be  returned  to 
the  people  by  an  equitable  distribution  among  the  States." 
This  is  cerUinly  strong  languages  these  are  bold  charges; 
but  the  force  and  effect  of  the  one  and  the  other  must 
be  entirely  destroyed  when  a  preceding  sentence  in  the 
same  speech  is  adverted  to.  There  the  gentleman  bat 
declared:  "Mr.  Chairman,  for  myself,  I  have  opposed 
no  obstacle  to  the  appropriation  bills  proper,  more 
particularly  that  for  the  defence  of  the  country  exter- 
nally, and  that  for  the  suppression  of  hostilities  within 
our  borders  or  upon  the  frontier." 

It  so  happens  that  we  have  passed  no  bills  making  ap- 
propriations which  could,  with  any  plausibility,  be  de* 
nounced  as  extravagant,  and  calculated  to  increase  the 
patronage  of  this  Government,  or  diminish  greatly  and 
improperly  the  surplus  revenue,  but  those  to  the  pUr 
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nge  of  which  the  gentleman  nys  he  has  '*  opposed  no 
obstacle."  And  assuredly  complaints  about  <' profli- 
l^te  expenditures"  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  any  one 
who  cannot  show,  at  the  time  they  are  uttered,  that  he 
has,  at  least  by  his  votes,  endeavored  to  enforce  a  sys- 
tem *'  of  economical  expenditure."  If  he  has  not  voted 
against  either  the  navy  bill,  the  civil  list  bill,  the  fortifi- 
cation bill,  or  any  one  of  the  bills  intended  to  provide 
for  (he  defence  of  our  frontiers,  and  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilities,  he  roust  share,  with  the  rest  of  us,  the 
responsibilities  attached  to  the  passage  of  them  all — a 
responsibility  which  f  think  cannot  be  considered  very 
onerous. 

A  Aer  having  disposed  of  these  grave  matters,  the  gen- 
tleman has  proceeded  to  settle  an  account  with  me,  which, 
we  are  told,  concerns  also  himself,  myself,  and  the  State 
of  Maryland.  Well,  I  could  be  content  to  pass  over 
this  settlement  without  correcting  its  errors,  for  it  is  in- 
tended, I  presume,  especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo- 
ple whom  we  in  part  represent;  and  as  they  would 
readily  correct  the  gross  errors  which  the  gentleman  has 
committed,  I  could  with  great  propriety  leave  the  whole 
settlement  to  be  corrected  by  them;  but  as  I  am  up,  I 
^ill  detain  the  House  with  a  few  remarks. 

It  is  remarkable  that  he  has  not  attempted  to  justify 
the  conduct  of  that  part  of  the  people  of  Maryland  who 
persist  in  resisting  all  amendments  of  the  constitution  of 
that  State,  calculated  to  do  justice  to  those  who  are  not 
only  a  very  large  majority  of  the  people,  but  who  pay 
much,  very  much,  the  largest  proportion  of  all  the  reve- 
nues that  are  collected  by  the  State  for  public  purposes. 

The  truth  is,  this  conduct  of  the  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland,  who  have  accidental  control  of  the 
Government,  is  such,  so  unjust,  so  tyrannical,  and  anti- 
republican,  that  it  would  be  an  unpleasant  task  to  defend 
it  before  such  an  assemblage  as  this.  It  may  be  vindica- 
ted before  an  audience  in  one  of  the  small  counties,  or 
in  tlie  borough  of  Annapolis,  where  your  hearers  are 
deeply  interested  in  perpetuating  these  monstrous  abuses; 
but  in  an  assembly  like  this,  constituted  as  it  is  of  men 
vho  have  imbibed  the  liberal  doctrines  of  the  age  on  the 
subject  of  the  rights  of  nan,  it  would  be  indeed  to  an  in- 
genuous man  a  most  odious  and  irksome  task  to  vindicate 
the  antiquated  and  obnoxious  constitution  of  Maryland. 
Avoiding  a  work  of  that  character,  the  gentleman  has 
thought  proper  to  tender  collateral  issues.  Foreseeing, 
perhaps,  that  he  would  be  discomfited  in  an  attempt  to 
show  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  is  so  constituted  as 
to  be  authorized  to  speak  for  the  people  concerning  na- 
tional politics,  and  apprehensive,  probably,  in  an  effort  to 
exhibit  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  condition  of  the  people 
of  Maryland  that  required  the  majority  to  submit  to  the 
dominion  of  the  minority,  he  has  discreetly  discussed 
other  matters,  meriting  a  passing  notice. 

The  grave  matter  to  which  I  shall  advert  is  that  in- 
troduced  in  these  words:  "I  will  only  refer  you  to  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  who  sits  by  me.  His  political 
experience  will  inform  you  how  easy  it  is  to  have  washed 
out  the  deepest  dye  of  federalism,  even  if  derived  from 
the  blood  of  forefaihers."  In  this  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. I  have  not  certainly  the  required  experience  in 
my  own  person.  There  has  never  been  any  «•  deep  dye 
of  federalism"  to  be  washed  out.  I  have  never  assumed 
and  have  never  felt  the  slightest  responsibility  for  the 
acts  or  principles  of  either  of  the  political  parties  of  this 
country,  done  or  entertained  before  I  reached  manhood. 
As  to  the  period  when  that  occurred,  it  would  be  un- 
kind to  compel  me  to  speak  with  entire  precision.  Being 
a  bachelor,  and  of  course  more  than  five-and  twenty, 
(for  without  that  I  could  not  be  here,)  I  am  of  that  age 
when  a  single  man  dislikes  to  tell  his  birthday.  This  I 
can  say,  however:  1  was  not  born  in  1798,  and  never 
bad  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  any  Chief  Magistrate, 


until  I  voted  for  General  Jackson,  in  November,  1824. 
From  that  time  until  now  I  have  continued  to  be  an 
open,  ardent,  undisguised,  member  of  that  political 
party  with  which  I  am  now  identified.  This  party  was 
first  organized  and  known  in  Maryland  as  the  Jackson 
party.  Since  then  it  has  assumed  the  style  and  title  of 
the  democratic  republican  party;  and  with  that  name 
emblazoned  on  our  banner,  we  will  carry  on  the  contest 
until  my  own  native  State  is  regenerated  and  redeemed. 
Witli  this  change  of  name  there  has  been  no  abandon- 
ment of  principle.  We  organized  in  1823,  to  aid  in  the 
elevation  of  General  Jackson  to  the  presidency.  We 
reorganizedin  1827,  to  vindicate  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  assailed  as  it  had  been  in  the  election  by  Con- 
gress of  an  individual  to  the  presidency  who  was  not 
the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  And  we  have, 
under  the  administration  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate, 
done  much  to  harmonize  the  conflicting  interests  of  the 
country,  brought  into  dangerous  collision  by  the  rivalry 
of  ambitious  statesmen.  With  the  politics  of  my  party 
associates  I  am  content.  Maryland  has  always  been  hos- 
tile to  a  high  tarifT— the  root  from  whence  has  sprung 
most  of  the  bitter  fruit  of  which  we  have  been  com- 
pelled to  taste.  And  during  my  experience  in  Congress, 
four  fifths  of  those  with  whom  I  act  here  aided  to  re- 
duce the  tariffs  and  nine  tenths  of  the  same  party  have, 
at  the  present  session,  resisted  all  atteropta  to  agiUte 
that  question  which,  above  all  others,  is  dangerous  to 
our  peace,  and  to  the  duration  of  this  Government.  My 
colleague  cannot  felicitate  himself  in  like  manner.  The 
national  republicans  of  Maryland,  of  whom  he  was  one, 
being  themselves  hostile  to  a  high  tariff,  struggled  for 
years  to  elect  to  the  presidency  iU  bold  and  talentad 
champion.  Thus  inconsistently  attempting  to  give  vast 
powers  to  the  enemy  of  these  principles,  and  to  arm 
with  the  veto  power  a  man  pledged  solemnly  *o  «*"*  ** 
for  the  preservation  of  that  policy  which  Maryland  has 
always  desired  to  overthrow.  And  the  same  party  is 
now  engaged  in  the  forlorn  undertaking  to  elect  General 
Harrison,  while  many  of  his  friends,  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, are  mischievously  distracting  its  councils,  and 
jeoparding  the  safety  of  a  Urge  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Maryland,  by  agitating  out  of  place  and  unwisely 
a  disturbing  and  most  delicate  question. 

The  matter  next  in  order,  on  which  the  gentleman 
has  dwelt  so  long,  will  be  briefly  disposed  of.  He  has 
undertaken  to  criticise  the  language  used  by  me  when 
he  presented  the  resolutions  of  Maryland  concerning  the 
power  of  either  House  of  Congress  to  expunge  obnox- 
ious matter  from  its  journal,  and  insisU  that  I  was  ••  rois- 
Uken"  when  I  declared  that  the  contents  of  those  reso- 
lutions did  not  induce  me  to  object  to  their  reception. 
If  the  gentleman  had  not  forgotten  his  own  language,  to 
wliich  mine  was  in  reply,  the  strange  misapprehension 
of  the  import  of  my  words,  which  has  caused  ^^^^^^ 
idle  discussion,  could  not  have  existed.  He  had  offered 
to  present  the  resolutions.  I  asked  him  to  offer  them 
when  the  rules  of  the  House  did  not  forbid  debate;  and 
he,  in  reply,  signified  that  the  subject-matter  of  the  res- 
otutions  was  so  unacceptable  to  me  that  I  did  not  desire 
to  see  it  printed  by  the  House;  and  said  he  was  ready  to 
show  that  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  State  in  the  res- 
olution* were  well  founded.  It  was  then  that  I  declared 
I  was  misunderstood,  and  that  I  "did  not  object  to  the 
reception  of  the  resolutions  on  account  of  their  con- 
tents." 

This  was  tantamount  to,  and  wasintended  to  be,  a  dec- 
laration that  I  did  not  object  to  the  reception  of  the 
resolutions  because  tliey  contained  matter  of  which  I  dis- 
approved, or  which  I  was  unwilling  to  sec  published. 
It  was  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  whether  the  House 
had,  or  had  not,  the  power  to  expunge  from  its  journal 
part  of  the  records  of  its  proccc<Jing8«  It  was  oot  my 
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purpose  to  oppose  the  printing  of  these  resohitions  on  a 
proper  occssion.  And  hence  I  desired  to  correct  u  mis- 
apprehension of  my  colleague,  who  I  supposed  thought 
that  tl>e  **  contents*'  of  the  resolutions  were  so  peculiarly 
offensive,  1  was,  on  that  account  alone,  unwilling  to  see 
them  either  published  or  received.  The  report  of  my 
remarks  in  the  Globe  is  (as  I  have  said)  substantially 
correct  {  and  if  the  whole  of  that  repoK  is  taken  into 
view,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  there  can  be  no  excuse 
found  for  the  tedious  comment  with  which  one  of  its 
sentences  has  been  honored.  Take,  for  instance,  into 
consideration  these  sentences:  <*  Mr.  Thomas  said  it  wsfl 
unnecesfMry  to  read  them,  (the  resolutions.)  He  knew 
they  professed  to  express  the  voice  of  the  people  of 
Maryland.  Now,  whether  they  attempted  to  give  that 
voice  as  to  one  question  or  another,  he  should  equally 
protest  against  their  reception  this  morning."  And  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  same  report,  I  am  represented  to 
have  protested  against  the  exhibition  to  the  country  of 
any  resolutions  of  the  Maryland  Legislature,  *<  as  evi- 
dence that  the  people  of  the  State  are  for  or  against  any 
particular  measure  of  national  policy."  Unquestionably 
these  sentences  ought  to  be  in  contemplation  of  any  one, 
disposed  to  do  me  justice,  when  construing  that  which 
has  been  the  subject  of  most  unprofitable  criticism.  If 
this  be  done,  my  meaning  is  apparent.  1  *'  did  not  ob- 
ject to  the  reception  of  the  resolutions,  on  account  of 
their  contents"— or,  to  speak  with  more  precision,  be- 
cause they  contained  matter  of  which  I  disapproved  { 
but  becsuse  they  were  offered  on  ••that  morning,"  when 
the  rules  forbade  discussion,  and  because  they  professed 
to  express  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Maryland  as  to**  one 
question"  of  ••  national  poKcy."  That  that  objection 
would  have  been  made  to  their  reception,  at  that  time, 
if  they  bad  had  reference  to  any  other  question  of  <•  na- 
tional policy,"  is  proved  from  the  fact  that  I  had  also 
protested,  that  morning,  against  the  reception  of  the  res- 
olutions from  Maryland  recommending  a  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Undoubt- 
edly, if  either  of  those  resolutions  had  contained  opin- 
ions in  accordance  with  my  own,  I  should  have  devolved 
on  another  the  duty  of  exposing  the  organic  character 
of  the  body  from  whom  they  had  emanated;  and  in  that 
event  I  should  not  have  risen  in  my  place  to  claim  for 
such  resolutions  that  which  they  could  not  be  entitled  to, 
but  would  have  frankly  confessed  that  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  (the  members  being  apportioned  without  re- 
gard to  either  population,  territo^,  or  taxation)  had  no 
authority  to  express  the  opinions  of  a  majority  of  the 
people. 

Notwithstanding  my  reluctance  to  pursue  this  discus- 
sion further,  I  cannot  permit  some  other  passages  of  the 
published  speech  of  the  gentleman  to  pass  without  com- 
ment. I  am  charged  with  misrepresenting  the  people 
of  the  State,  and  even  of  my  own  district,  in  being  hos- 
tile to  the  passage  of  the  land  bill  now  on  the  table, 
which  has  been  sent  to  us  fVom  the  Senate.  Before  I 
conclude,  I  will  make  all  who  hear  me  understand  that 
the  gentleman,  by  making  this  charge,  has  assumed  a 
heavy  responsibility,  and  has  resorted  to  most  extraor- 
dinary measures  to  sustain  it.  To  prove  that  I  am  in  an 
attitude  hostile  to  the  wishes  of  those  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent  immediately,  the  gentleman  avers  that  only 
two  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Mary- 
land from  my  district,  and  net  one  from  the  county  in 
which  I  reside,  recorded  their  votes  against  the  resolu- 
tion which  has  been  presented  here,  recommending  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands.  The  gentleman  well  knows  that  the  congression- 
al  district  from  which  I  come  is  composed  of  two  entire 
counties,  and  of  a  part  only  of  the  county  of  which  I  am 
a  citizen.  The  section  of  the  county  in  which  I  reside 
has,  of  course,  no  power  to  choose  delegates  to  the  Le- 


gislature, except  in  conjunction  with  that  part  of  the 
same  county  represented  here  by  another  gentleman, 
[Mr.  WASHixoToir.]  This  fact  is  well  known  to  the  gen- 
tleman, I  suppose.  If  it  be  not  known  to  him,  he  is  very 
ill  informed,  indeed,  as  to  the  political  divisions  of  the 
State,  and  ought  not  to  treat  of  them  until  possessed  of 
more  accurate  information.  Now,  sir,  in  this  section  of 
a  county  the  friends  of  this  administration  constitute  a 
most  decided  majority.  In  it  I  have  received  at  three 
successive  elections  a  large  majority  of  the  votes.  At 
the  election  of  1833,  when  it  was  distinctly  understood 
that  I  had  been  hostile  to  the  passage  of  the  land  bill  in 
the  preceding  Cong^ss,  ana  would,  if  elected,  vote 
against  any  and  every  similar  measure,  I  received  in  this 
section  of  a  county  where  I  reside  a  majority  of  the  suf- 
frages, exceeding  eight  hundred.  If,  then,  all  the  Dele- 
gates from  the  two  counties  composing  in  part  the  dis- 
trict I  represent  had  voted  for  resolutions  in  the  Le- 
gislature approving  of  the  principles  contained  in  the 
land  bill  on  your  table,  will  any  fair  man,  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  now  detailed,  contend  that  their  pro- 
ceedings ought  to  control  my  course?  They  were 
chosen  by  one  body  of  constituents — I  have  been  elected 
by  another.  They  represent  two  counties,  while  I  rep- 
resent those  two  counties  and  a  portion  of  another. 

But  is  it  true  that  the  Delegates  referred  to  hhve  voted 
for  a  resolution  requesting  the  representation  of  Mary- 
land in  this  House  to  vote  for  the  land  bill?  Assuredly 
not,  sir.  The  resolution  which  they  have  sanctioned 
has  been  published  in  the  speech  of  the  gentleman,  and 
is  in  these  words,  viz: 

«'  Resolved,  That  the  Senators  and  Bepresentativea  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of 
a  law  to  appropriate  to  the  use  of  the  different  States  of 
the  Union  such  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  as  may  be  equitable  and  just,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  public  interest." 

There  is  certainly  in  this  resolution  latitude  enough. 
The  representatives  of  the  State  in  this  House  and  in 
the  Senate  are  requested  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the  use  of  the  different  States, 
but  the  proportion  to  be  given  to  each  is  not  prescribed. 
We  are  requested  to  make  such  a  distribution  •«  as  may 
be  equitable  and  just."  But,  then,  whether  the  distribu- 
tion proposed  to  be  made  in  this  land  bill  is  ••  equiUble 
and  just"  or  not,  we  are  to  decide.  Further,  we  are  re- 
quested to  make  such  a  distribution  as  shall  be  ••  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  public  interest." 

Well,  who  is  to  judge  whether  the  action  of  the  land 
bill,  if  It  should  become  a  law,  would  accord  with  the 
public  interest?  Is  not  that  question  to  be  decided  here 
by  the  representatives  from  the  States,  each  member  to 
judge  for  himself,  under  his  responsibilities  to  his  con- 
stituents and  to  the  country?  This  resolution  appears 
to  have  been  most  cautiously  worded.  It  commits  no 
one  very  far.  It  may  have  been  voted  for  by  enemies  as 
well  as  friends  of  this  land  bill.  It  cannot  be  necessary 
to  pursue  further  this  argument,  to  prove  the  gross  in- 
justice and  absurdity  of  the  charge  that  1  am,  by  oppo- 
sing the  passage  of  the  land  bill,  violating  the  known 
will  of  my  constituents.  I  ask  indulgence  for  a  few  brief 
sentences,  to  expose  another  extraordinary  misappre- 
hension of  the  gentleman,  and  I  will  close  my  remarks. 
He  has  said: 

*«  I..ooking  to  her  rights  as  well  as  to  her  interests, 
Maryland  has,  upon  all  occasions,  viewed  this  measure 
[the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands]  as 
one  of  the  highest  importance t  and  it  has  been  approved 
by  all  political  parties.  In  18S1  it  received  the  sanction 
of  a  federal  Senate  and  a  democratic  House  of  Delegatesi 
in  1832  it  passed  again  both  branches  of  the  Legislature; 
and,  in  1836,  the  Van  Buren  and  anti-Van  Buren  parties 
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United  in  support  of  it;  for  the  former  did  not  dare  to  g^o 
against  it.  Thus,  whenever  it  has  been  before  the  Le- 
gislature, amidst  all  the  conflicts  of  parties,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  land  bill  have  been  approved,  and  the  people 
of  Maryland  have  always  sustained  their  representatives 
who  advocated  it." 

There  cannot  be  readily  produced  assertions  more 
completely  unfounded  than  many  that  are  made  in  the 
sentences  here  quoted.  It  is  declared  that  «  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  land  bill  have  been  approved"  by  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  of  Maryland,  in  their  Legisla- 
ture, in  1821,  in  1832,  and  in  1856.  Is  this  true^  The 
gentleman  who  has  uttered  and  published  this  statement 
no  doubt  believes  it  to  be  true,  but  stubborn  facts  can 
be  produced  to  show  the  contrary. 

What  are  the  principles  of  the  land  bill?  It  is  before 
us.  It  provides  that  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds  of  sales,  within  their  respective  limits,  since  21st 
December,  1832,  shall  be  granted  to  each  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana,  over  and  above  what  each  of  the  said 
Statea  is  entitled  to  by  the  compact  entered  into  upon 
their  admission  into  the  Union. 

It  further  proposes  to  grant  to  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
and  Missouri,  500,000  acres  each;  to  Indiana,  115,272 
acres;  to  Illinois,  20,000  acres;  to  Alabama,  100,000 
acres— to  be  applied  to  internal  improvements.  And 
after  this  has  been  done,  the  bill  provides  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  nett  proceeds  of  sales  (after  deducting  the 
above  ten  per  cent,  and  the  expenses  of  survey,  &c.)  of 
the  public  lands,  among  the  twenty.four  States  of  the 
Union,  (including  of  courte  those  to  which  the  above- 
named  donations  are  to  be  made,)  according  to  their  re- 
spective federal  representative  population.  These  are 
some  of  the  most  important  principles  of  the  land  bill. 
Whether  they  were  «•  approved  of"  by  the  Legislature 
of  Maryland  in  1832,  I  know  not.  The  proceedings  of 
that  body,  on  that  occasion,  are  not  now  before  me.  I 
feel,  however,  authorized  to  speak  more  distinctly  re- 
specting the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State 
in  1836.  They  are  here,  and  it  will  not  be  maintained 
that  thejr  contain  any  evidence  whatever  (hat  the  prin- 
ciples of^the  land  bill,  above  recited,  have  been  approv- 
ed by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Maryland. 
Indeed,  1  venture  to  say,  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tion from  any  respectable  quarter,  that  no  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  can  be  produced,  ap- 
proving of  further  donations  of  public  lands  to  States 
that  have  been  already  much  favored  in  that  way,  by 
this  Government,  prior  to  the  time  when  a  distinguished 
statesman  from  the  West  became  the  advocate  of  such  a 
measure.  On  the  contrary,  I  will  show  that  the  opinions 
and  proceedings  of  all  parties  in  that  Legislature  were 
directly  antagonistical  to  any  such  act  on  the  part  of  the 
United  SUIes,  until  Mr.  CUy  became  the  advocate  of 
"  the  principles  of  the  land  bill;"  since  which  time  hia 
friends  and  followers  in  Maryland  have  seen  the  rights 
of  the  State  through  a  new  medium. 

In  1820-'21  th«  following  resolutiona  passed  the 
Senate  of  Maryland  unanimouslyi  and  the  House  of  Del- 
egates with  but  two  or  three  dissenting  voices,  viz: 

**Meaolv€d  by  the  General  Auemhly  of  Maryland^ 
That  each  of  the  United  Statea  has  an  equal  right  to 
participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  public  lands,  the  com- 
mon properly  of  the  Union. 

« tUaoived,  That  the  States  in  whose  favor  Congress 
have  not  made  appropriations  of  land  for  the  purposes 
of  education  are  entitled  to  such  appropriations  as  will 
correspond,  in  a  just  proportion,  with  those  heretofore 
made  in  favor  of  the  other  States." 

In  1822  the  author  of  theae  resolutions  published  a 
report  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  proposed  a  plan  by 
which  the  Atlantic  States  and  Kentucky  might  receive 


that  benefit  from  the  public  domain  which  was  claimed 
for  them  exclusively.  The  following  extract  from  this 
report  will  show  what  that  plan  was:  <'  Should  Con- 
gress adopt  this  territorial  apportionment  as  (he  rule  by 
which  to  ascertain  the  quantity  to  which  the  Atlantic 
States  and  Kentucky  are  entitled,  let  them  then  sutho- 
rize  the  President,  by  law,  to  cause  to  be  selected,  out  of 
such  parts  of  the  public  domain  as  he  may  deem  expe- 
dient, and  to  be  laid  off  in  the  same  manner  as  military 
bounty  lands  have  heretofore  been  laid  off,  a  number  of 
tracts,  in  different  parts  of  the  public  lands,  which  shall, 
in  the  aggregate,  make  up  the  quantity  required.  These 
lands  being  distant  from  the  States  for  whose  benefit 
they  are  intended,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  others^ 
cannot,  either  with  advantage  or  convenience,  be  dis- 
tributed among  them  respectively,  either  for  rent  or 
sale."  '<  Let  them,  then,  be  sold  under  the  authority  of 
Congress,  according  to  the  laws  regulating  the  sales  of 
other  public  lands,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  quantities, 
as  to  them  may  appear  expedient,  and  let  the  proceeds 
be  paid  over,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  com- 
missioners appointed  by  each  of  the  States  entitled  to 
receive  a  share,  in  such  proportions  as  may  be  deterorin- 
ed  by  Congress." 

These,  I  presume,  are  the  resolutions,  to  be  executed 
as  here  proposed,  to  which  the  gentleman  bad  reference 
when  he  said,  « thus,  whenever  it  [the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands]  has  been  before  the 
Legislature,  amidst  all  the  conflicts  of  parties,  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  land  bill  have  been  approved."  This  dec- 
laration cannot  but  be  considered,  by  all  who  will  com- 
pare the  opinions  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  above  resolutions  in  1821,  as  "a  bold  as- 
sumption, contrary  to  the  facts."  In  proof  of  this,  no 
argument  can  be  needed.  Here  are  the  Maryland  res- 
olutions of  1821. 

We  have  given  a  synopsis  of  the  land  bill;  and  *'he 
who  runa  may  read"  that  the  first  measure  is  in  direct 
conflict  with  the  principles  of  the  latter.  The  bill  pro- 
poses to  make  liberal  donations  to  the  new  States.  The 
resolutions  proposed  to  make  donations  of  lands  to  the 
Atlantic  States  and  to  Kentucky  alone;  and  are  founded^ 
obviously,  in  the  belief  that  too  much  land  had  been 
granted  in  1821  to  those  States  to  which  the  bill  is  in- 
tended to  secure  more. 

Having,  as  I  hope,  demonstrated  that  the  charge 
brought  againat  me  of  misrepresenting  my  constituents^ 
and  of  disregarding  the  long-establiahed  purposes  of  my 
State  touching  the  national  domain,  is  entirely  unjust 
and  unwarrantable,  I  will,  with  a  few  comments  on  one 
other  position  assumed  by  the  gentleman,  close  my  re- 
marks. He  has  stated  that,  at  the  presidential  election 
of  1832,  **the  majority  of  the  aggregate  vote  of  the 
State  was  upwards  of  1,000  votes  sgainst  the  present  in- 
cumbent." I  had  supposed  that  no  member  of  the  party 
in  Maryland  which  was  dominant  in  the  Legialature  in 
1831>'32,  mould  make  it  necessary  to  advert  to  one  of 
the  causes  of  the  result  of  the  presidential  election  of 
1832,  which  has  been  stated.  But  as  it  has  been  done» 
I  will  state  a  few  facts,  and  the  House  will  judge  wheth- 
er that  result  was  not  produced  by  one  of  the  boldest 
political  frauds  that  has  ever  been  perpetrated. 

Prior  to  the  census  of  1830,  the  three  we&tern  coun- 
ties of  Maryland  formed  one  electoral  district,  empow- 
ered to  elect  two  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. At  the  presidential  election  of  1828,  General 
Jackson  received  the  vote  of  that  district.  By  the  re- 
apportionment ofrepresentatives  by  Congress,  under  the 
new  census,  Maryland  lost  one  member.  This  rendered 
it  necessary  for  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  reor- 
ganize the  electoral  districts.  It  so  happened  that  the 
increase  of  population  in  the  three  western  counties  had 
been  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  choose  two  electors  of 
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Pretidenty  notwithitAnding  the  incretacd  ratio.  If, 
therefore,  the  whig^  or  national  republicans,  at  they 
were  then  styled,  had  been  disposed  to  act  fairly,  they 
would  not  have  changed  the  boundaries  of  this  district, 
unless  it  had  been  done  to  establish  a  ^stem  of  election 
for  electors  of  President  by  a  general  ticket. 

Unfortunately  for  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  three 
western  counties,  the  result  of  the  elections  of  1831 
served  to  show  that  the  friends  of  General  Jackson  had 
a  majority  in  these  counties,  and  that  the  election  of 
1832  would  eventuate  probably  as  it  had  done  at  the 
presidential  election  preceding.  To  prevent  this,  as  I 
believe,  and  to  deprive  General  Jackson  of  the  twoelec* 
toral  votes  which  he  would  otherwise  receive,  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  formed  one  electoral  district,  by 
annexing  to  the  three  counties  six  other  counties,  and  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  wherein  there  was  a  large  majority  of 
national  republican  voters,  and  gave  to  this  new  dis- 
trict power  to  elect  four  electors.  Not  content  with 
this  palpable  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  the 
Legislature  adopted  other  disreputable  means  to  secure 
a  majority  of  the  electors  for  Mr.  Clay.  The  county  of 
Baltimore,  having  a  majority  of  more  than  twelve  hun- 
dred favorable  to  the  electi  on  of  General  Jackson,  was 
made  to  form  one  district,  authorized  toeleet  one  elector. 
The  city  of  Baltimore,  where  the  republicans  also 
largely  preponderated,  was  formed  into  another  electo- 
ral district,  with  power  to  choose  two  electors.  This 
being  done,  all  the  other  counties  of  the  State  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above-named  district  were  msde  to  form 
another  district,  entitled  to  choose  three  electors;  there 
being  every  reason  to  believe,  judging  from  past  elections, 
that  there  was  a  small  majority  of  the  supporters  of  Mr. 
Clay  therein.  At  first,  the  republicans  of  all  parts  of 
the  State  msnifested  a  disposition  to  participate  in  the 
presidential  election,  although  they  knew  it  would  be 
vain  to  attempt  to  deprive  Mr.  Clay  of  the  seven  elec- 
toral votes  that  had  been  secured  for  him  by  the  most 
high-handed  measure  that  has  ever  characterized  the 
legislation  of  any  free  commuiuty;  and  electoral  candi- 
dates were  nominated  by  them  accordingly.  Finally, 
the  republicans  of  Frederick,  after  full  deliberation,  de- 
cided that  it  did  not  become,  them  to  go  to  the  polls. 
The  Legislature,  they  thought,  had  virtually  disfranchi- 
aed  them,  and  made  choice  of  the  electors^  and  they  were 
unwilling  to  recognise  the  validity  of  the  law  by  which 
they  had  been  deprived  of  their  rights,  by  going  to  the 
polls  and  passing  through  the  mere  formulas  uf  an  elec- 
tion. The  gentleman  who  had  been  nominitted  as  an 
electoral  candidate  by  the  friends  of  General  Jackson 
in  Frederick  county  declined  being  a  candidate;  and  at 
the  election  in  November  there  were  less  than  twenty 
votes  given  to  the  republican  ticket,  and  less  than  three 
thousand  to  the  candidates  friendly  to  Mr.  Cluy,  although 
there  are  more  than  seven  thousand  legal  voters  in  the 
county. 

Of  those  seven  thousand  voters,  nearly  one  half  are, 
ftnd  were  in  1832,  friendly  to  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate. It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  aggregate 
vote  of  the  whole  State,  for  the  electoral  candidates  fa- 
Torable  to  Mr.  Clay,  exceeded  that  given  to  the  oppo- 
sing^ ticket  one  thousand,  since  at  least  three  thousind 
of  the  friends  of  General  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Fred- 
erick, indignantly  refused  to  vote,  while  less  than  eight 
hundred  of  their  political  opponents  in  the  same  county 
were  absent  from  the  polls.  History  does  not  furnish  an 
instance  of  greater  tyranny  than  that  which  has  been  de- 
scribed. It  has  made  an  indelible  impression  on  the 
hearts  of  all  its  victims.  They  have  now  a  general  tick- 
et system  in  the  choice  of  electors,  and  have  a  fair  op- 
portunity, at  the  approaching  presidential  election,  to 
make  their  opponents  feel  this  power.  I  will  make  no 
predictions,  but  will  only  say  to  my  colleague,  and  to 


Ibis  House,  that  the  republicans,  the  democratic  repuUi* 
cans  of  Maryland,  are  in  motion — roused  by  the  recol- 
lection of  many  wrongs;  and  that  State  will  heave,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Alleghanies,  to  throw  off  that  incu- 
bus which  has  long  weighed  upon  her  heart. 

I  owe  an  apology  for  detaining  the  House  so  long  on 
topics  not  connected  with  its  legislation,  but  I  could  not 
easily,  more  briefly  than  it  has  been  done,  place  myself 
and  my  political  friends  in  my  State  in  our  true  positions, 
respecting  the  matters  discussed  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said  a  few  words  in  reply,  and  moved 
that  these  resolutions,  and  also  the  resolutions  of  the  same 
Legislature  in  relation  to  the  expunging  resolutions  before 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

OHIO,  MICHIGAN,  AND  ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  the  consent  of  \he  House  to  offer 
a  resolution  to  set  spart  Wednesday  next,  at  1 1  o'clock, 
and  each  day  thereafter,  until  the  same  be  disposed  of, 
except  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  to  consider  and  dispose 
of  the  bills  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  and  Arkansas  into  the  Union. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  S.  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  a  call  of  the  House.  Lost. 
The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  agreed  to:  Teas 
137,  nays  45. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  in- 
cluding the  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  pension 
act  of  1832,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

Messrs.  VANDERPOEL  and  SPEIGHT  raised  the 
point  of  order,  whether  the  amendment  could  be  moved 
after  the  rules  had  been  suspended  for  a  special  purpose; 
and,  after  some  conversation  on  the  point  by  the 
SPEAKER,  and  Messrs.  SUTHERLAND,  SEVIER, 
SMITH,  C.  ALLAN,  and  CAMBRELENG, 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House^ayes  110,  noes  not  count- 
ed— ^and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DENNY  asked  for  a  division  of  the  question:  first, 
on  that  part  of  the  resolution  ending  with  the  bill  for 
the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio;  and,  second,  to  include 
the  two  bills  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  and  Michigan 
into  the  Union. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  resolution  was  not  sus- 
ceptible of  such  a  division,  under  the  38th  rule  of  the 
House,  and  cited  a  case  analogous  to  the  point. 

Mr.  McCOMAS  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Allah]  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  let 
the  question  be  taken  without  committing  the  House  at 
all  on  the  other  bill. 

Mr.  ALLAN  did  not  assent. 

I'he  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  137, 
nays  57— being  two  thirds,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Carr,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapin, 
Nathsniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crane, 
Cushman,  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K. 
Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Haynes,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntington,     Huntsman,    Ingham,   William    Jackson, 
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Jabez  Jickaon,  J*nefl»  Jaryis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawier,  Gideon  Lee, 
Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyal),  Lucas,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  John  Y.  Mason,  William 
Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Msury,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangter,  Speight, 
Stondefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Tsliaferro,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Yan- 
derpoel,  Yinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
Weeks,  Ellsha  Whittlesey— 137. 

Nats— 'Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bailey,  Boyd,  Briggs,  John  Calho'jn,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Jolin  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Cushing,  Darlington,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  French,  Granger,  Gray- 
son, Grennell,  Griffin,  HiUnd  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Ingersoll,  Jenifer, 
Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lewis,  Love,  McRennan,  Mer- 
cer, Milligan,  Morris,  Parker,  James  A.  Pearce,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Russell,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Slade,  Steele,  Waddy  T^ompscm,  Underwood, 
Washington,  White,  Lewis  Williams— 57. 

INDIAN  ANNUITIES,  &c. 

Tn  further  execution  of  the  special  order,  the  Housel. 
on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  then  resolved  itse^ 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  «  making  appropriations  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  (or  Indian  annuities, 
and  for  other  similar  objects,  for  the  year  1836.'* 

The  question  pending  was  the  ninth  amendment  made 
to  the  bill  by  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

**  For  the  removal  of  Creek  Indians,  and  their  sub- 
sistence for  one  year,  including  subsistence  of  those  re- 
cently removed,  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-flve  thousand  dollars  of  former  appropria- 
tions, three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars." 

<*  For  the  removal  of  Seminole  Indians,  and  their  sub- 
sistence for  one  year,  in  addition  to  a  baUnce  of  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars  of  former  appropriations,  one 
hundred  and  Afty-eiglit  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  fifiy  cents." 

Mr.  BELL,  under  instructions  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  moved  that  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole 
House  agree  to  this  amendment,  with  the  following 
amendments: 

Before  the  word  "  Creek,"  in  the  first  line,  insert 
•«  twenty-one  thousand." 

Strike  out  <*  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty,"  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
<<one  million  and  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifiy." 

Strike  out  •«  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  fiAy  cents,"  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  «'one  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  EYERETT  proposed  a  substitute  for  the  above, 
to  come  in  after  the  Senate's  amendment,  as  follows: 
••  Under  the  I2lh  article  of  the  Creek  tresty  of  1832, 
and  for  holding  treaties  with  the  hostile  Indians  east  of 
the  river  Mississippi,  and  for  their  removal  west  of  that 
river,  1^75,330,"  and  addressed  the  committee  at  great 
length  on  the  subject  of  his  amendment,  and  on  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government  in  reference  to  the  In- 
dian tribes. 

Mr.  YINTON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  aside,  and  proceed 


to  the  conaideration  of  some  of  the  other  bills  embraced 
in  the  special  order,  on  the  ground  of  want  of  sufficient 
ittformation  from  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  OWENS  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground  tliat 
the  bill  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  South  i  that 
the  information  required  wss  not  important;  that  by  de- 
laying the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  papers 
called  for,  the  bill  might  be  lost;  that  the  discussion  could 
still  proceed  in  committee.  When  the  bill  came  into 
the  House,  the  information  called  for  would  in  all  proba- 
bility be  read,  and  then  gentlemen  could  discuss  the  sub- 
ject at  large. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  briefly  supported  it,  and  moved  that 
the  committee  rise,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 
of  Mr.  GLASCOCK. 

Mr.  YINTON  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone,  and 
the  subject  of  the  amendments  was  then  discussed  at 
length  by  Messrs.  HAYNES,  ADAMS,  SPEIGHT, 
MANN  of  New  York,  GRENNELL,  EYERETT, 
WISE,  ASHLEY,  BELL,  and  GLASCOCK. 

Mr.  LEWIS  expressed  bis  surprise  at  the  course 
which  honorable  gentlemen  thought  proper  to  pursue; 
not  of  opposition  to  this  appropriation,  for  they  profess 
to  be  in  favor  of  it,  but  of  embarrassment  to  the  con- 
sideration of  it  at  this  time,  and  until,  as  they  allege,  full 
information  can  be  received  from  the  War  Department 
as  to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  hostilities  of  these 
two  tribes.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  I  pretend  to  know 
nothing  of  the  causes  of  hostilities  among  the  Seminoles; 
but,  as  the  war  in  the  Creek  country  has  been  confined 
exclusively  to  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent,  I  Uke  this  occasion  to  say  to  gentlemen,  that, 
get  whatever  information  they  may,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  convict  this  administration  of  indiff*erence  to  the 
rights  o^  the  interests  of  the  Creek  Indians.  I  shall  be 
credited  by  those  who  know  the  political  position  I  have 
occupied  and  still  occupy  towards  this  administration, 
when  I  say  that,  so  far  from  the  Government  having 
manifested  a  disposition  to  violate  their  treaty  obligations 
to  these  Indians,  its  whole  course  of  policy  has  been  one 
of  the  most  considerate  kindness  and  regard  to  their 
rights.  Sir,  if  there  has  been  any  error,  it  has  been  in 
carrying  this  feeling  too  far,  in  listening  too  long  to  their 
complaints,  snd  in  confiding  in  their  pacific  professions 
until  the  very  moment  of  perfidious  massacre  and  mur- 
der upon  our  unprotected  inhabitants.  At  the  very  time 
that  the  Government  were  investigating  the  aUeged 
frauds  committed  upon  these  Indians  in  the  sale  of  their 
reservations — at  a  time  when  three  commissioners  were 
busily  engaged  in  this  service — the  war-whoop  was 
raised,  and  a  scene  of  bloodshed  and  desolation  was 
spread  indiscriminately  over  the  land.  And,  sir,  while 
this  war  is  now  raging,  gentlemen  coolly  come  forward 
and  refuse  to  vote  the  necessary  sum  for  the  removal  of 
these  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi,  until  they  shall  be 
informed  by  documents  from  the  War  Department  that 
the  treaty  faith  of  this  Government  has  been  Inviolably 
preserved.  From  whence  comes  this  new-born  seal  for 
Indian  rights?  Is  it  because  of  the  fidelity  with  which 
they  (the  Indians)  have  kept  their  trestv  stipulations,  or 
is  it  to  justify  and  even  to  reward  their  late  perfidy.^ 

%o  gentlemen  want  to  know  the  purpose  for  which 
this  appropriation  is  asked.'  Let  them  look  to  the  pro- 
vision in  the  late  Creek  treaty,  by  which  this  Govern- 
ment stsnds  pledged,  not  only  to  the  Indians,  but  to  the 
State  of  Alabama,  to  the  people  who  have  purchased 
land  in  the  Creek  country,  to  remove  the  entire  tribe 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  In  their  zeal  to  protect  the 
treaty  rights  of  these  Indians,  do  they  intend  to  refuse 
to  execute  this  provision  of  a  solemn  treaty?  This  is  not 
a  question  involving  an  appropriation  to  hold,  as  the 
gentlemsn  from  Yirginia  [Mr.  Wisi]  supposes,  a  new 
treaty,  but  whether  we  will  execute  the  provisions  of 
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one  already  made  and  ratified,  as  long  ago  as  18S3.  Nor  is 
this  appropriation  asked  to  enable  us  to  prosecute  the 
war,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs] 
has  suggested.  The  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars has  already  been  appropriated  for  that  purpose}  and 
I  feel  confident  that  it  is  enough  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
speedy  close. . 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs]  says 
that  this  money  is  asked  to  enable  us  to  make  war  on 
these  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  them  against 
their  will,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Sir,  can  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
assign  this  as  one  of  the  purposes  of  a  war  commenced 
by  the  Indians  themselves,  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  Gov- 
ernment was  using  its  best  exertions  to  secure  them  in 
their  rights,  and  before  any  attempt  at  removal  was 
made?  The  gentleman  seems  exceedingly  anxious  that 
these  Indians  should  not  be  removed  against  their  will. 
Let  me  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  a  portion  of  these 
Indians  who  have  not  taken  up  arms  are  at  this  time 
most  anxious  to  remove,  and  for  the  reason,  principally, 
that  they  may  escape  the  consequences  of  this  war 
which  the  lower  Creeks  have  brought  down  upon  them. 
I  am  informed,  sir,  that  several  of  the  friendly  portions 
of  this  tribe  are  now  imbodied,  and  call  upon  this  Gov- 
ernment, agreeably  to  the  treaty,  for  an  agent,  with 
means  to  remove  them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  At  one 
point  it  is  said  that  three  hundred  are  imbodied,  and,  for 
the  want  of  this  appropriation,  they  have  not  the  means 
of  subsistence.  Will  the  exclusive  advocates  of  Indian 
rights  suffer  these  parties  to  disperse  for  the  want  of 
food,  and,  in  their  starving  condition,  to  wander  about  to 
beg  that  bread  which  this  Government  is  bound  to  fur- 
nish them?  Are  they  not  aware  that  as  soon  as  they  are 
dispersed  through  the  country  they  are  in  danger  of  be- 
ing shot,  through  mistake,  for  hostiles?  Uow  are  the 
people  of  Alabama  to  distinguish  between  them?  And 
will  gentlemen,  with  professions  of  humanity  on  their 
lips,  put  these  friendly  Indians  on  a  footing  but  little 
better  than  that  of  the  perfidious  hostiles?  Sir,  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  who  insists  that 
these  Indians  are  not  to  be  removed  against  their  con- 
sent, what  is  to  be  done  with  such  as  are  taken  with 
arms  in  their  hands?  Will  vou  ask  them  if  they  are 
willing  to  be  removed  ?  Vi  ill  you  observe  towards  them 
the  faith  of  treaties,  while  their  hands  are  reeking 
with  innocent  blood?  Or  will  you  treat  them  as  they 
really  arej  as  a  hostile  tribe  who,  in  violation  of  all 
treaties,  have  commenced  a  most  savage  and  bloody  war) 
a  war  of  indiscriminate  massacre  upon  helpless  women 
and  children!  What  claim  have  they  on  the  sympathy 
of  gentlemen? 

I  repeat  the  question,  what  is  to  be  done  with  such  as 
are  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands?  What  disposition 
will  you  make  of  such  as  in  the  chances  of  war  are  over- 
powered by  our  troops?  Shall  we  retaliate  on  them  by 
murdering  them'  Gentlemen  will  say  no.  Can  we  give 
them  a  parol  of  honor?  If  we  turn  them  loose  one  day, 
would  we  not  meet  them  in  fight  the  next?  Are  they 
to  be  again  sent  abroad  among  the  people  of  Alabama  to 
desolate  and  destroy  ?  Is  this  the  policy  which  my  con- 
stituents are  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  this  Government' 
If  this  be  the  decision,  it  is  one  which  dooms  every  In- 
dian now  in  arms  to  extermination.  The  people  of  Ala- 
bama will  consult  their  own  safety  in  utter  destruction 
of  the  hostile  tribe.  They  cannot  make  peace  with  thenif 
they  cannot  and  will  not  ag^io  trust  their  pledges  and 
professions  of  friendship. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  every  motive  of  policy,  every  requi- 
sition of  justice  to  the  people  of  Alabama,  every  consid- 
eration even  of  humanity  to  the  Indians  now  in  arms 
against  us,  requires  that  this  appropriation  should  be 
passed  to  remove  them  by  force— yes,  sir,  even  at  the 


point  of  the  bayonet — west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  unjust 
in  the  extreme  to  contend  that  they  are  to  remain  in  the 
heart  of  a  population  they  have  outraged  by  the  most 
savage  treachery,  until  they  shall  give  their  consent  to 
be  removed.  Do'  gentlemen  expect  us  to  fold  in  our 
very  bosoms  the  adder  whose  venom  we  have  already 
felt,  that  he  may  again  sting  us  to  our  vitals?  No,  sir; 
we  claim  their  forcible  removal  from  among  us.  We 
denund  that  no  terms  shall  be  held  with  them  until  they 
are  taken  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  and  if 
it  is  then  necessary,  as  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  sug- 
gests, to  guard  our  Western  frontier  against  their  further 
treachery,  let  us  there  station  upon  them  a  military 
force,  which  can  awe  them  into  submission,  if  we  send 
any  more  agents  among  them,  let  them  be  military 
agents,  with  the  ability  to  coerce  them  into  obedience. 

Mr.  L.  said,  I  have  made  these  remarks  in  reply  to 
the  objection  that  we  should  not  proceed  further  In  this 
matter  until  additional  information  is  received.  What 
further  information  is  desired'  Do  gentlemen  wish  to 
be  notified  of  the  existence  of  an  Indian  war  with  a  Urge 
portion  of  this  tribe,  that  this  war  was  commenced  by 
that  tribe,  and  that  the  laws  of  war,  and  not  a  violated 
treaty,  are  to  govern  in  punishing  and  expelling  the  hos- 
tile savages  from  our  soil?  Gentlemen  say  that  the 
amount  of  this  appropriation  is  increased*.  Has  not  this 
very  war  rendered  additional  appropriation  necessary? 
Sir,  as  I  before  said,  the  friendly  Indians  will  willingly 
emigrate,  to  escape  from  this  war.  The  hostiles,  as 
soon  as  subdued,  must  either  be  removed  or  murdered 
as  prisoners  of  war.  The  bill  contemplates  the  removal 
within  this  year  of  nearly  the  whole  tribe;  and  the 
amount  asked  will  be  found  not  too  large  to  effect  this 
purpose. 

Sir,  I  desire  that  this  question  should  be  met,  not  in  a 
preliminary  discussion,  but  upon  its  merits.  1  pledge 
myself  ready  to  meet  gentlemen  face  to  face,  in  the 
freest  and  fullest  investigation.  I  hold  myself  ready  to 
vindicate  my  constituents  from  every  imputation  as  to 
the  causes  which  have  produced  this  war.  As  to  the 
legislation  of  my  State  over  these  Indians,  I  will  not  con- 
descend to  offer  palliation  or  apology.  What  she  has 
done  has  been  within  hef  acknowledged  chartered  lim- 
its, in  the  exenion  of  her  h'gh  sovereign  will;  and  she  is 
not  responsible  in  the  exertion  of  that  will  either  to  this 
House  or  to  this  Government.  Upon  any  other  topic 
connected  with  this  question  I  will  meet  either  the 
taunts  or  the  arguments  of  gentlemen;  and  all  1  ask  of 
them  is  to  come  up  to  the  real  question  withr*ut  delay. 
Sir,  if  we  act  upon  this  subject  at  all,  we  should  act 
promptly. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK,  after  proceeding  for  some  time, 
gave  way  to 

Mr.  BELL,  on  whose  motion  the  committee  tempora- 
rily rose;  and 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  variety  of 
executive  communications  from  the  War  Department, 
&c.,  in  relation  to  Indian  hostilities;  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  committee,  and  Mr. 
GLASCOCK  conclurled  his  remarks. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Ev«bett  was  then  rejected: 
Yeas  28,  nays  98. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  was  then  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate's  amendment, 
as  amended,  was  concurred  in  without  a  division. 

The  tenth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  follows,  was 
then  concurred  in: 

*<  Sbc.  4.  And  be  itjurtlwr  enacled.  That  the  Secretary 
of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
invest,  in  a  manner  which  shall  be,  in  his  judgment,  most 
safe  and  beneficial  for  the  fund,  the  sum  of  thirty -three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  forty 
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cents,  being  money  in  the  Treasury  as  the  proceeds  of 
Undfl  purchased  from  the  Seneca  Indians,  of  Sandusky, 
by  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one;  from  the  Senecas  and 
Siiawanees  by  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  twentieth  of 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one;  and  from  the 
Shawanees  by  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  eighth  of  Au- 
gust, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one;  and  upon  which 
sum  the  United  States  are,  by  stipulations  in  the  said 
treaties,  bound  to  pay  to  the  said  Indians  an  annual  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  per  annum:  Pro- 
vxditd^  That  the  said  Secretary  shall  make  no  investment 
of  the  said  sum,  or  any  portion  of  it,  at  a  lower  rate  of 
interest  than  five  per  centum  per  annum." 

The  following,  being  the  eleventh  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  was  then  read: 

<*Ssc.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be 
competent  for  the  President  to  assign  to  the  Indian  agent 
at  Michilimackinac,  in  addition  to  his  proper  duties,  the 
duties  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  all  that  dis- 
trict of  country  heretofore  constituting  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  lying  east  of  the  line  established  as  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  by  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-sii:  Provided,  however.  That  no  additional 
compensation  or  emolument  shall  be  granted  on  account 
of  the  said  duties;  and  the  President  may  require  the 
said  agent  to  reside  at  such  place  as  he  may  think  fit 
within  the  said  district." 

This  amendment  was  also  concurred  in  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  LOVE  proposed  an  amendment  appropriating 
$650  for  the  expenses  of  the  Seneca  delegation  to  Wash- 
ington.    Ap^reed  to. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  an  amendment  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
south  of  the  Missouri  river,  with  the  same  salary  as  the 
similar  officer  at  St.  Louis;  which,  aAer  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  S.  and  Mr.  ASHLEY,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  another  amendment,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  com'pensation  to  certain  Indian  agents  of 
the  Creeks,  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Quapaws,  &c. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that 
he  had  better  submit  these  amendments  when  the  Chero- 
kee bill  came  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
then  rose,  a»d  the  bill  and  amendments  were  reported  to 
the  House. 

Several  amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  then  severally  concurred  in. 

On  the  ninth  amendment,  (discussed  at  length  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  WhuJe,) 

Mv.  VINTON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered;  and  Mr.  V.  also,  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question:  first  on  that  branch  of  the  amendment  contain- 
ing the  appropriation  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of 
the  Creek  Indians;  and,  secondly,  on  that  relating  to  the 
Seminoles. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  ASHLEY,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment,  the  question  was  taken,  and  it 
was  concurred  in:  Yeas  106,  nays  50;  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was  also  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  branch  of 
the  amendment,  and  concurred  in  without  a  count;  and 
the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  also  concurred  in. 

The  other  amendments  were  then  severally  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

R.  P.  LETCHER  AND  T.  P.  MOOKE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  the  House 
again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
"  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Letcher  and  Thomas  P. 
Moore." 


[The  principles  involved  in  this  bill  are  generally 
known.  These  two  gentlemen  both  claimed  to  have 
been  returned  to  Congress  from  the  fifth  congressional 
district  of  Kentucky,  and  both  presented  themselves  at 
the  bar  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress.  The 
House  came  to  a  resolution  that  neither  gentleman  should 
then  take  the  seat,  until  the  Committee  of  Elections  had 
investigated  the  merits  of  the  case;  and  they  accordingly 
both  returned  home  to  collect  testimony,  &c.  The  com- 
mittee made  a  report  that  Thomas  P.  Moore  bad  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes,  and  was  therefore  entitled  to  the 
seat;  but  the  House,  af\er  a  lengthy  discussion,  decided 
that  it  could  come  to  no  conclusion,  and  finally  sent  it 
back  to  the  people.  The  foregoing  bill  appropriated 
the  usual  psy  and  mileage  to  each  of  the  gentlemen.] 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  re- 
lating to  the  pay  of  Thomas  P.  Moore.  He  did  so  on 
the  same  ground  he  had  voted  against  the  payment  to 
Mr.  Newland,  viz:  that  no  more  than  one  being  entitled 
to  the  seat,  no  more  than  one  was  entitled  to  the  pay. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  remarked  that  this  bill  was  de- 
feated at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  on  the  very  ground 
that  it  provided  for  the  payment  of  only  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen; and  he  therefore  hoped  his  colleague  would 
withdraw  his  proposition. 

Mr.  BOND  opposed  the  whole  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  Congress  having  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  nei- 
ther of  the  gentlemen  was  entitled  to  the  seat,  therefore 
neither  of  them  ought  to  be  paid.  He  addressed  the 
committee  at  some  length  on  the  subject.  He  adverted 
to  the  fact  that  one  of  the  individuals  bad  presented  to 
the  House  a  release  or  protest  from  any  claim,  and  he 
saw  no  reason  why  it  should  be  forced  upon  him. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Vir|;inia,  adverted  to  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  of  the  contested  election  for  Ken- 
tucky. He  believed  it  was  the  first  which  had  occurred 
in  which  neither  of  the  contesting  members  had  a  com- 
plete return,  and  neither  was  permitted  to  take  a  seat 
until  the  House  could  decide  on  the  right  to  the  con- 
tested seat. 

With  regard  to  the  protest  of  one  of  the  gentlemen^ 
[Mr.  Moore,]  Mr.  M.  remarked"  that  it  ought  not  to 
affect  any  rights  which  he  [Mr.  Moore]  might  possess. 
It  was  written  in  a  spirit  of  generosity,  and  with  the 
hope  expressed,  that  a  desire  to  allow  him  pay  might  not 
affect  or  prejudice  the  claim  of  his  opponent. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  were  in  themselves  of 
a  novel  character.  It  was  determined  by  the  House  that 
neither  of  the  gentlemen  should  take  the  seat,  but  that 
they  should  both  await  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  and  the  decision  of  the  House  thereon;  and 
they  consequently  did  remain  in  attendance  until  the 
month  of  June,  when  the  House  decided  against  ihe 
claims  of  both,  and  returned  the  election  to  the  people: 

Mr.  BRIGGS  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Moore,  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  on 
the  subject;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  made  a  brief  explanation  in 
relation  to  the  contents  of  the  letter.  He  said  he  himself 
had  originally  introduced  the  resolution  directing  the 
standing  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  Mr.  Letcher.  The  name  of  Mr.  Moore  was  not 
included  in  his  resolution,  but  moved  by  another  gentle- 
man; and,  so  amended,  the  House  adopted  it.  He  would 
only  add  that  he  never  had  a  word  of  conversation  with 
Mr.  Moore  in  his  life  on  the  subject  of  his  compensation. 
His  motion  had  reference  only  to  Mr.  Letcher,  with 
whom,  though  a  political  opponent,  he  was  on  terms  of 
friendly  personal  intercourse.  At  the  instance  of  another 
gentleman,  the  name  of  Mr.  Moore  was  introduced;  the 
committee  made  the  inquiry,  and  this  bill  was  the  result 
of  their  investigation. 
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Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  would  only  remtrk  that  it 
was  upon  his  motion  the  name  of  Mr.  Moore  was  intro- 
duced in  the  resolution,  and  it  was  due  to  that  gentleman 
to  state  that  he  (Mr.  Miirir)  did  it  entirely  of  his  own 
suggestion.  From  the  moment  he  bad  known  Mr. 
Moore  to  the  present  hour,  he  had  never  exchanged  a 
word  with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  pay. 

Mr.  BOULDINiatd  he  would  detain  the  committee  but 
for  a  moment.  He  would  not  trouble  them  at  all  upon 
this  subject,  but  for  the  fact  that  several  had  mentioned 
the  subject  of  private  friendshipi  and  it  had  been 
charged  that  those  who  voted  for  this  bill  were  prob- 
ably influenced  by  that  feeling.  Mr.  B.  rose  to  deny 
that  the  vote  he  should  give  would  be  at  all  influenced 
by  any  feeling  of  that  kind.  He  hsd  no  ground  of  friend- 
ship or  aversion  towsrds  Letcher  or  Moore.  In  relation 
to  that  canvass,  he  would  say  that  neither  of  them  had 
done  himself  any  great  credit  in  g^inr  to  such  lengths 
in  prosecuting  the  contest.  Neither  did  he  think  that 
this  House  (of  which  he  was  then,  as  well  as  now,  a 
member)  had  done  itself  any  very  great  credit  in  having 
suffered  or  encoursged  the  candidates  to  protract  the 
contest  to  such  a  length,  and  carry  it  on  with  such 
violence.  Party  spirit  was  probably  the  cause,  and  must 
be  plead  as  the  excuse  of  us  all,  in  thus  having  continued  a 
contest  that  ought  to  have  been  settled,  as  all  such  things 
should  ever  be,  immediately  on  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
We  had,  however,  kept  the  district  as  well  as  the  candi- 
dates waiting  in  suspense,  and  the  candidates  on  ex- 
pense for  months,  and  finally  told  them  and  the  world 
that  such  were  the  doubt  and  difficulty  in  determining 
which  was  elected,  that  we  could  not,  with  any  certain- 
ty, decide  which  was  the  rightful  representative,  and, 
therefore,  would  send  them  both  back  to  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  viewed  the  subject  in  a  light  some- 
what different  from  that  in  which  some  gentlemen  saw 
it.  He  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  contest  between  the 
candidates  only,  or  even  principslly,  but  as  a  suit  prose- 
cuted by  the  people  before  Congress,  claiming  a  repre- 
sentation in  this  House,  and  calling  on  Congress  to  de- 
termine which  of  two  persons  was  elected  by  the  district. 
This  claim  was  for  the  people^s  benefit,  and  the  costs 
ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  people's  money.  Without 
the  people  are  permitted  to  pay  their  costs  out  of  their 
own  money,  it  would  only  be  necessary  for  a  rich  candi- 
date to  contest  sn  election,  snd  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  a  poor  one,  however  talented  and  patriotic,  to  carry 
on  the  contest,  and  the  people,  not  only  of  the  district, 
but  of  the  whole  United  States,  be  thus  choused  out  of 
a  representative  in  Congress  to  whom  they  were  lawfully 
and  constitutionally  entitled.  Should  an  unnecesssiy 
contest  be  raised  by  a  candidate  to  obtain  the  pay,  he 
ought  to  be  made  to  lose  it.  But  when  it  was  so  doubtful 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  could  not  determine  it, 
it  was  mocking  the  candidates,  the  district,  and  the  nation, 
to  tell  them  that  it  was  so  plain  that  the  candidates  snd 
the  district  ought  to  have  known  which  was  elected,  and 
iQsde  no  dispute  about  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  one  of  that  majority  that  could  not 
satisfy  themselves  which  was  elected.  He  could  not 
then  tell  them  the  thing  was  plain  that  they  must 
pay  their  own  expenses  here.  He  thought  the  point  a 
doubtful  one,  and  that  the  right  to  have  a  member  from 
every  district  was  a  right  dear  to  the  whole  nation.  He 
would,  therefore,  pay  both  or  neither.  He  did  not  wish 
to  disparage  or  wound  the  feefings  of  either  of  the  can- 
didates, or  to  say  by  his  vote  that  the  district  had  caused 
or  encouraged  an  unnecessary  contest. 

.  Mr.  WISE  said  there  was  only  one  way  in  which  he 
would  vote  a  dollar  to  these  parties,  viz:  that  the  per 
diem  pay  of  #8  and  the  allowance  of  mileage  for  one 
member  of  Congress  be  divided  in  equal  proportions  be- 
tween them.  He  was  here  at  the  time,  knew  the  whole 
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history  of  the  ease,  and  he  believed  it  was  hiA  single  vote 
that  sent  it  back  to  the  people.  He  decidedconscientiously 
upon  that  occasion  {  for  he  was  incompetent  to  sav,  from 
the  evidence,  which  was  entitled  to  the  selLt.  If  either, 
then,  received  compensation,  they  ought  both  to  receiv  e 
it)  and  he  was  willing  to  vote  them  both  the  allowance  of 
one  member;  but  he  protested  against  the  principle  of  pay- 
ing  men  eight  dollars  a  day  for  coming  here  to  contest  a 
seat  in  Congress.  If  a  gentleman  came  there  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  his  election,  and  took  his  seat,  him  he  would  pay. 
They  were  not  authorized  to  pav  more  than  340  mem- 
bers{  but  adopt  this  principle,  and  they  'would  be  paying 
241.  The  principle  was  wrong.  So  soon  as  the  pend- 
ing amendment  was  disposed  of,  he  should  submit  one 
embracing  his  views. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Urskrwood  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  RENCH£R  proposed  an  amendihent  ducting 
from  the  amount  of  pay  to  each  party  #8  a  day  for  the 
time  they  were  absent  from  Washington,  in  completing 
their  testimony.    Lost. 

Mr.  WIS£  then  moved  to  reducie  the  sum  to  one  half, 
to  be  divided  equally  between  Messrs.  Moore  and 
Letcher,  viz:  f^  per  diem  allowance,  and  half  the  eu*- 
tomary  milesge  to  each.    Lost. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bin  to  thA 
House. 

The'SPEAKER  having  resumed  the  ehair,  and  pro- 
pounded the  question  on  concurring  with  ^e  repoM  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  GRIFFIN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Lost. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  for  the  yeAs  and  nays  on 
his  amendment;  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them, 
and  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  his  amendment,  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  snd  nays  thereon;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  an  adjournment.  Lo^t:  Ayes  S5, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  previous  quet^ 
tion,  and  let  the  country  know  who  voted  the  money 
out  of  their  Treasury. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  not  assenting,  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  was  then  taken,  and  the  tellers  reporting 
ayes  71,  noes  44^no  quorum^ 

Mr.  WISE  moved  an  adjournment.    Lost. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  then  second- 
ed by  the  House:  Ayes  76,  noes  47. 

Mr.  RENCHER  ssked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question  to  be  put;  but  the  Iftouse  tefused, 
and  the  question  was  ordered  without  a  count. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayi  on  the  maitk 
question,  being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Teas  86,  nays  45. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fof  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TuasDAT,  Jwwi  7. 
PAT  AND  MILEAGE. 

Mr.  RENCHER,  from  the  select  committee  on  .mile- 
•g^i  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  mo^e  uniform  rule  of 
computing  the  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  df 
members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  RENCHER  moved  the  engrossment  of  the  biff. 

Mr.  JENIFER  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
printed.    Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  clause  providtittr 
that  the  per  diem  compensAtion  shouM  not  be  alloWca 
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for  those  days  on  which  members  were  absent  Trom  the 
House,  by  excepting  those  cases  in  which  members  are 
absent  on  leave  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  the  bill  and 
amendment  were  postponed  to  Saturday  next,  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

L^ND  DILL. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled '*  An  act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  grantinpf  lands  to  certain  States." 

The  following  motions  were  pending:  1.  By  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Kentucky,  to  commit  to  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  2.  Mr.  Casb,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  3.  Mr.  Gillbt,  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referrlnjpf  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  97,  nays  96. 

The  CHAIR,  under  the  9th  rule  of  the  House,  being 
entitled  to  vote  \vhen  his  vote  given  to  the  minority 
would  make  it  equal,  voted  in  the  negative,  making  yeas 
97,  nays  97;  so  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MERCER  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  trusted  the  House  would  reject  the 
proposition  to  submit  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  in  order  that  it  may  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Wa)  s  and  Means.  This  is  the  appropriate 
committee.  The  bill  proposes  an  appropriation  of  some 
thirty  millions,  and  it  is  the  province  of  that  committee 
to  examine,  to  guard,  and  supervise  that  revenue. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  is 
hostile  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  therefore  it  ought 
not  to  be  submitted  to  his  charge;  that  the  object  of 
those  who  vote  in  favor  of  the  reference  to  this  commit- 
tee is  to  give  it  the  go-by,  to  avoid  the  responsibility  of 
a  direct  vote,  with  a  full  knowledge  that  the  bill  will  be 
detained  in  the  pocket  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
until  the  close  of  the  session. 

Sir,  so  far  as  it  regarded  himself,  said  Mr.  L  ,  it  had  no 
ftpplication;  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  meet,  by  a 
direct  vote,  at  any  and  at  all  times,  this  or  any  other 
measure  that  he  might  be  called  upon  to  vote;  that  his 
object  was  to  refer  it  to  the  appropriate  committee, 
that  it  may  be  reported  back  to  the  House  with  the 
opinion  of  that  able  committee,  acted  upon,  and  finally 
disposed  of.  Then,  sir,  we  shall  be  able  to  make  some 
final,  some  satisfactory  disposition  of  the  surplus. 

At  present,  he  should  not  attempt  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  and  would  not  point  out  the  good  or  bsd  pro- 
visions of  it.  Hut,  sir,  why  talk  of  this  bill?  why 
sacrifice  the  time  of  the  House?  why  hold  out  false 
hopes  to  the  people?  '  Is  it  to  deceive,  to  delude  them? 
For,  sir,  who  does  not  know,  who  in  this  House  that  does 
not  believe,  that  this  bill  cannot,  will  not,  become  a  law. 
Mr.  L.  said,  when  it  should  be  In  order  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  he  would  claim  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  he  should  be  able,  according  to  the  extent 
of  his  feeble  abilities,  to  give  his  views  upon  the  bill  and 
.its  effects  upon  the  new  States. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  he  rose  to  say  a  word  on  the 
■ubject  of  the  commitment  of  this  bill,  before  the  vote 
was  taken,  that  the  House  and  the  country  might  know 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  referring  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  or  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands.  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
•made  the  motion  to  commit  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  stated  his  motives  in  making  it.    He  says  he 


wishes  the  bill  to  go  to  that  committee,  so  that  it  may 
make  a  report  upon  it,  aAer  all  the  appropriation  bills, 
and  all  other  bills  proposing  appropriations  of  money, 
shall  have  been  acted  upon.  It  is  his  svowed  object  that 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  shall  keep  the  bill  in  his 
pocket  till  all  of  these  bills  are  acted  upon.  Now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  there  is  not  a  gentleman  in  this  House,  who 
has  had  any  experience  here,  that  does  not  know  thst  if 
the  committee  pursue  the  course  pointed  out  by  the 
mover  of  the  reference,  and  wait  till  the  appropriations 
of  the  year  are  made,  the  bill  will  not  be  reported  back 
to  the  House  till  the  very  last  hour  of  the  session;  and 
that,  of  necessity,  will  be  the  end  of  the  bill.  I  am 
justified,  by  the  arguments  in  favor  of  committing  It  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  saying  that  such 
will  be  the  course  of  that  committee;  and  he  wanted  the 
countrv  to  ki)ow  it,  that  the  people  may  understand  how 
the  bill  was  killed,  and  who  is  responsible  for  it. 

[Here  Mr.  Caxbbblkito,  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, said  he  would  not  hold  up  the  bill.] 

Mr.  ViHTOir  said  he  was  warranted  by  the  avowed  in- 
tentions of  the  mover  of  the  reference  to  that  committee, 
and  by  the  arguments  of  those  who  have  advocated  that 
reference,  in  saying  such  was  the  course  they  intended 
should  be  pursued  by  the  committee.  And  as  the  House, 
by  the  vote  it  has  just  given,  refusing  to  commit  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  acted  under  those  arguments  and  on  that  avowal, 
he  was  justified  in  presuming  such  was  the  intention  of 
those  who  voted  against  a  reference  to  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  since  the  declaration  now 
made  by  the  chairman  was  not  then  before  the  House; 
and  it  was  to  the  intentions  of  the  House,  and  not  of  that 
gentleman,  we  were  to  look.  He  asserted  again,  that 
the  object  of  those  who  were  for  committing  to  the 
Ways  and  Means  was  to  prevent  the  bill  from  being 
acted  upon  till  the  end  of  the  session,  so  that  with  the 
session  it  might  die  a  natural  death.  He  did  not  com- 
plain of  this.  He  knew  that  it  was  parliamentary  for 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  wanted  to  avoid 
the  high  responsibility  of  voting  on  its  merits,  to  resort 
to  this  way  of  killing  it  by  a  side  blow.  Gentlemen  had 
a  right  to  do  this,  but  he  wanted  the  people  to  know 
how  they  did  it.  And  it  was  that  they  might  know  how 
it  was  done,  and  with  what  motive,  and  whom  to  hold 
responsible,  he  had  now  risen  to  address  to  the  House  a 
few  words,  and  for  that  purpose  alone. 

As  to  a  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
he  had  only  to  say,  that  committee  had  already  ex- 
pressed their  hostility  to  the  principle  of  this  bill.  We 
know  they  are  opposed  to  it.  Whether  they  would  ever 
report  the  bill  back  to  the  House  or  not,  was  a  conjec- 
ture he  would  not  make.  From  what  we  knew  of  that 
committee,  he  had  only  to  say  that  to  send  the  bill  to 
that  committee  was  the  Mme  thing  as  to  gi^e  the 
keeping  of  the  lamb  to  the  wolf.  Gentlemen  would 
iudge  for  themselves  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the 
lamb.  The  bill  was  a  measure  of  the  deepest  inter- 
est to  the  people  of  this  country.  For  that  reason  he 
wanted  a  vote  directly  on  its  merits;  and  if  gentlemen 
resorted  to  this  method  of  avoiding  iu  merits,  and  killed 
it  in  this  indirect  way,  he  hoped  the  people  would  un« 
derstand  it,  and  who  it  was  that  did  it. 

The  debate  was.  further  continued  by  Messrs.  TOU- 
CEY  and  DENNY. 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  instructions  to  either  committee 
to  which  the  bill  should  be  referred,  to  report  the  same 
on  Wednesday  neit. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  then  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of 
referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  the  bill,  until  the 
hour  of  one  o'clock,  when  the  Chair  announced  the  spe- 
cial order. 
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FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

In  further  execution  of  the  special  order  of  the  26tb 
of  January,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMDREL- 
'  ENG,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  **  bill  ma- 
kinf^  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  for  the  year 
1836.''  The  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  with  sundry  amendments,  and  the  question 
was  on  concurring^  in  these  amendments.  The  first 
amendment  was  the  following: 

*<  For  fortifications,  Charleston  harbor,  South  Caroli- 
na, and  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
#150,000,"  increased  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  ••1200,000." 

Mr.  WADDT  THOMPSON  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation  of  the  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  House,  by 
crowding  in  amendments  for  extravagant  expendi- 
tures, and  hurrying  them  through  without  time  or  op- 
portunity for  discussion  and  consideration.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  because  he  believed  that  one  half  of 
the  appropriations  were  not  only  not  necessary,  but  that 
they  could  not  be  expended  within  the  yeart  and  he 
thought  the  bill  was  designed  to  effect  another  purpose 
not  disclosed  in  it.  He  alluded  to  a  report  which 
stated  that,  last  year,  #150,000  could  not  be  expended 
in  New  York,  because,  although  every  effort  was  made 
in  New  England  and  elsewhere,  sufficient  laborers  could 
not  be  found)  and  he  inferred  that  the  bill  would  have 
little  effect  but  to  keep  the  public  money  ii^the  hands  of 

-  the  deposite  banks. 

Mr.  T.  then  went  on  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr. 
Adaxs,  made  some  days  since,  in  relation  to  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  this  Union t  and  he  thought  England 
would  not  interfere,  as  that  gentleman  had  supposed,  be- 
cause that  nation  was  preparing  for  a  conflict  with 
Russia,  and  would  have  enough  else  to  do.     He  then 

-  went  on  to  reply  to  some  portions  o(  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Towvs,]  about  a  month 
since. 

Mr.  HUNT  addressed  the  House  as  followst 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  this  bill,  as  originally  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  had  no  objection 
to  urge,  and  I  had  intended  giving  it  my  support  in  a 
ailent  vote.  But,  sir,  af^er  the  scenes  we  were  compel- 
led to  witness  when  this  bill  was  last  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (May  24,  1836,)  1  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  the  amendments  foisted  into 
the  bill  on  that  memorable  night,  and  to  assign  some  of 
the  reasons  which  have  led  me  to  that  opposition.  In 
doing  so,  I  cannot  flatter  myself  that  1  shall  be  able  to 
give  any  freshness  or  variety  to  the  debate,  but  may  hope 
to  aid  in  calling  the  attention  of  a  portion  of  the  country 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  public  treasure,  and  to  the 
mad  schemes  projected  and  projecting  for  its  exhaus- 
tion. Following  the  example  of  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  in  this  debate,  allow  me,  in  the  outset  of  my 
remarks,  to  submit  briefly  my  views  on  the  subject  of 
national  defence,  as  connected  with  fortifications,  the 
army,  and  navy.  National  defence  has  been  rung  in  our 
ears,  through  all  its  variation?,  as  though  there  were 
here  or  elsewhere  any  one,  with  an  American  heart  beat- 
ing in  his  bosom,  opposed  to  the  defence  of  his  country — 
as  though  any  one,  at  <his  day,  doubted  the  policy  of 
preparing  for  war  in  times  of  peace..  But,  sir,  how  pre- 
pare? By  studding  a  coast  of  three  thousand  miles  (as 
proposed  in  another  part  of  this  hall)  with  fortifications 
so  near  each  other  that  the  report  from  the  guns  of  the 
first  may  be  taken  up  by  the  others  and  transmitted 
through  the  whole  line.  This  plan  may  be  called  mag- 
nificent in  conception,  but  is  alike  opposed  to  the  re- 
sources, the  wants,  the  genius,  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

1  am,  sir,  in  favor  of  fortifications  at  the  great  and 


prominent  points  of  our  seaboard,  as  fumislting  safe  de- 
positories for  the  materials  and  munitions  of  war,  and  as 
tending  to  afford  to  your  harbors  and  commercial  citiea 
security  against  the  attacks  of  a  single  ship  from  an  ene- 
my's squadron.  But,  sir,  forts  never  have,  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  nor  will  they,  prevent  the  descent  of  an 
invading  army.  In  case  of  threatened  invasion  from  a 
competent  force,  you  are  to  look  for  safety,  not  to  walls 
of  stone  and  mortar,  but  to  that  wall  of  fire  which  the 
patriotism  of  freemen  will  erect  around  your  borders. 

Then,  sir,  as  to  your  army.  I  have  ever  been  the  ad- 
vocate of  such  a  peace  establishment  as  should  enable 
you  to  protect  your  frontiers  sg^inst  the  savage,  and 
should  furnish  the  nucleus  of  a  disciplined  army  in  case 
of  foreign  invasion.  As  to  the  navy,  I  have  been  taught 
from  my  childhood  to  look  upon  it  with  favor,  and  to 
consider  it  the  right  arm  of  the  national  defence.  The 
children  of  ocean's  queen,  our  origin,  habits,  and  natu- 
ral position,  all  point  to  the  ses,  snd  demonstrate  that,  in 
our  path  to  prosperity  and  greatness,  our  •••march  must 
be  o'er  the  mountsin  wave,  our  home  upon  the  deep." 
But,  in  reference  to  these  great  subjects,  it  is  a  matter 
of  curiosity,  if  not  interest,  to  look  bsck  upon  the  his- 
tory of  their  friends  and  opponents.  When  did  they 
commend  themselves  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
those  who  now  modestly  claim  to  have  been  infallible  In 
political  sagacity,  to  have  never  changed,  to  have  been 
consistent,  nay,  to  be  at  this  moment  the  only  true  demo- 
crats of  the  land,  and  to  have  been  the  exclusive  keepers 
of  all  the  democracy,  pure  and  unadulterated  as  when 
delivered  to  them  by  their  great  high  priest?  Why,  sir, 
gentlemen  are  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  who  were 
actors  upon  the  stsge  when  these  same  consistent  poli- 
ticians denounced  fortifications  as  the  strongholds  of 
tyranny,  an  army  as  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
country,  and  a  navy  as  useless.  Tes,  sir,  it  is  well  known 
that  General  Washington,  having  laid  the  foundations  of 
this  Government  deep  and  broarl,  considered  a  respecta- 
ble land  and  naval  force  essential  to  its  well-being  and 
prosperity.  He  and  Hamilton  were  denounced  as  the 
advocates  of  an  arbitrary  and  strong  Government  by  the 
very  men  who  are  now  pushing,  to  their  extremest 
verge,  doctrines  never  contended  for  even  by  the  much- 
abused  successor  of  General  Washington.  Well,  sir, 
amidst  the  throes  and  heavings  of  Europe  at  this  time, 
a  great  political  change  was  in  progress  in  our  country; 
and  in  order  to  render  that  change  more  certain,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  make  a  broad  distinction  between 
those  seeking  for  power  and  those  who  then  held  it. 
This  necessity,'  unless  I  would  impeach  the  common 
sense  of  their  authors,  csn  alone  account  for  the  wild  and 
visionary  theories  of  government  then  put  forward — 
theories  which  had  their  day,  and,  having  answered  their 
purpose,  have  been  discarded.  To  this  may  be  traced 
the  statesmanlike  project  of  defending  a  great  and  com- 
mercial people  by  gun-boats,  embargoes,  and  proclama- 
tions; and  to  the  same  spirit  are  we  indebted  for  an  army 
totally  inadequate  to  man  your  Indian  block-houses,  to 
meet  the  first  wants  of  your  frontiers,  and  to  check  the 
rising  of  two  petty  tribes  of  Indians. 

1  make  not  these  remarks  in  any  spirit  of  unkindness 
towards  distinguished  individuals  now  no  more;  nor  do  I 
wish  to  revive  the  party  excitement  of  by-gone  days; 
but  that  gentlemen  may  understand  that  the  history  of 
those  days,  which  is  the  history  of  the  friends  and  oppo- 
nents of  the  gre»t  measures  of  national  defence,  has  not 
been  lost  nor  forgotten. 

Sir,  your  navy  has  literally  fought  its  way  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  dominant  party.  Having  borne  its  full  share 
of  the  hardships  of  the  Revolution;  having,  in  mere  in- 
fancy, carried  your  country's  flag  in  triumph  to  the 
shores  of  Europe,  and  humbled  the  pride  of  the  free* 
hooters  of  the  Barbary  coast;  having  covered  itself  with 
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flory  in  the  afiairt  of  tbe  Guerriere,  and  laid  atyour  f«et 
the  bloody  trophies  of  its  lake  victorics{  you  could  no 
longer  close  your  eyes  in  indilTerence  to  this  hitherto 
neglected  arm  of  protection.  Entertaining,  then,  the 
feutiments  which  I  have  expressed,  let  me  not  be  charged 
with  hostility  to  any  of  the  defences  of  my  country. 
But,  sir,  what  have  we  now  proposed  to  us,  under  the 
specious  title  of  '*  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications  of  the  United  States,  for  the  vear  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  snd  thirty-eiz?"  A  bill,  as  originally 
report^,  (and  founded,  we  are  to  presume,  upon  the 
estimajtes  of  the  proper  Department,)  asking  rar  these 
pbjects  the  sum  of  #1,875,593  95;  and  this  bill  increased 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
13,667,645  95.  An  increase  sprung  up  at  midnight 
upon  a  House  exhausted  in  body  and  mind  by  a  pro- 
Iracted  session  of  fourteen  hours,  without  any  previous 
warning,  and  without  the  knowledge  of,  at  least,  a  por- 
tion of  the  verv  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  In 
vain  we  Mked  for  estimates,  for  reasons  for  this  strsnge 
procedure-^nooe  were  to  be  furnished,  on  compulsion, 
to  a  "  factious  minority."  In  vain  we  urged  the  un- 
posslbility  of  expending  so  Urge  an  amount  during  the 
^hort  recess  ol  Congress,  and  the  danger  to  the  country 
of  increasing  improperly  and  unnecessarily  the  price  of 
labor.  We  were  met  by  a  dead  vole.  From  such  a 
course  of  proceeding,  such  indiscreet  haste,  what  can 
we  infer,  other  than  a  foregone  conclusion  on  the  part 
of  a  migority,  confident  in  its  strength,  to  deplete  the 
Treasury  of  the  people,  without  regard  to  the  wants  of 
the  GoTernment  or  the  objects  of  expenditure?  When, 
before,  in  tbe  history  of  this  Government,  have  commit- 
tees dsired  to  tease  the  heads  of  bureaus,  to  know  whether 
it  were  not  possible  to  expend  a  given  amount  of  tbe 
people's  money?  Sir,  I  pronounce  the  proposed  ex- 
penditure, in  itself,  improvident,  and  uncalled  for  by  the 
wants  of  the  country^  and  yet  tlie  propoaition  comes  to 
us  from  the  friends  of  an  administration  that  was  to  cur- 
tail extravagant  expenditures,  reform  abuses,  prevent 
tbe  power  of  tbe  General  Government  from  coming  in 
ponflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections  and  of  opinions, 
and  to  bring  it  back»  in  all  its  branches,  to  its  original 
simplicity. 

How  uir  the  freedom  of  opink>n  has  been  regarded, 
let  the  list  of  removals  from  office  for  opinion's  sake  at- 
test—a list  exceeding  in  seven  years  the  aggregate  of  all 
removals  (for  cause  or  otherwise)  during  all  previous 
administrations.  And  then  ss  to  retrenchment.  A  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Virginia,  in  1837,  in  his  pisce, 
pointed  to  the  alarming  increase  in  the  ordinary  expend- 
itures of  the  Government  since  the  days  of  Mr.  JeiFer- 
son.  The  expenditures  in  1837,  by  an  administration 
denounced  for  its  extravagance,  was  thirteen  millions  of 
doUarsf  in  1828  it  was  about  thirteen  and  a  half  millions, 
and  the  estimated  expenditure  for  1829  was  about  four- 
.  teen  miUions.  I  spesk,  of  course,  irrespective  of  pay- 
ments towards  the  public  debt  during  these  periods,  and 
I  stop  not  to  fatigue  the  Bouse  with  the  precise  amount?, 
nor  to  extend  tbe  examination  through  a  long  series  of 
years.  General  lesults  will  illustrate  every  argument, 
and  I  have  Uken  for  the  starting  point  the  time  imme- 
diately preceding  the  commencement  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration. 

Not  to  take  up  the  knguage  of  the  Virginia  Senator 
before  alluded  to,  and  pronounce  an  ordinary  expendi- 
ture of  thirteen  millions  as  extravagant  and  boding  evil, 
and  making  every  liberal  allowance  for  the  growth,  and 
consequently  increased  wants  of  the  country,  we  may 
cerUinly  assume  eighteen  millions  to  be  a  liberal  allow- 
anceforan  administration  professing  so  great  a  regard 
for  strict  economy  {  and  yet  we  wei«  told  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session,  by  the  Executive, 
that  about  twenty-four  millions  of  dolfairs  would  be  re-  ' 
quired  for  the  present  year. 


I  might,  sir,  find  ample  justification  for  my  opposition 
to  the  amendments  under  consideration,  in  this  open  and 
bold  violation  of  ev^ry  pledge  of  economy  given  to  the 
people  bv  those  now  in  power,  at  a  time  when  they  weie 
seeking  it.  But  I  have  other  grounds  of  oppomtion  to 
these  amendmenta.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  now  on 
your  files,  **  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  tbe  public  landsi"  and  th«  present 
exhausting  project  is  designed,  indirectly,  to  defeat  tbe 
great  objects  of  that  bill.  This  is  not  the  tioM  to  enter 
at  large  upon  the  argument  of  that  subject.  Tbe  time 
will,  however,  come,  when  the  merits  of  that  bill  must 
be  discussed,  and  no  longer  kept  from  public  view  by 
the  legerdemain  of  legislation.  The  people  are  making 
up  an  issue  on  that  subject,  and  eve^  effort  of  mine 
shall  be  made  to  hasten  the  trial  of  that  issue.  Without, 
however,  going  at  Urge  into  the  argument,  I  may  be  al- 
lowed, I  trust,  (because  most  pertinent  to  my  purpoee,) 
to  ffUnce,  in  passing,  at  some  of  the  reeaena  inducing  me 
to  tavor  a  distribution. 

First,  then,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  only  course  left,  in  tbe 
present  condition  of  tbe  country,  In  whieb  you  can  fully 
and  fairly  answer  the  terms  and  objects  of  tbe  deeds  of 
cession.  1  will  detMu  the  Bouse  by  referring  to  the 
terras  of  but  one  of  those  deeds— the  one  from  Virginia, 
noade  and  accepted  on  the  1st  of  March,  1784.  The 
terms  of  one  of  the  conditions  of  that  cession  are  as  fol- 
lows: <«That  all  the  lands  within  tbe  territory,  as  ceded 
to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropri- 
ated to,  any  of  the  before- mentioned  purposes,  or  dis- 
posed of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  aoldiers  of  tbe 
American  army,  shaU  be  considered  as  s  common  fund, 
for  the  use  snd  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  become,  membera  of  tbe  ^nfed- 
eration,  or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Vi^inia 
inclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions 
in  tbe  general  chsrge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully and  bona  fide  dispoied  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever."  l*hls  language  is, 
for  all  substantial  purposes,  the  same  with  that  used  by 
the  other  Stales  in  their  cessions  of  the  public  domain. 
And  the  national  debt  contracted,  and  being  contracted, 
at  tbe  time  of  tbe  cession,  having  been  paid  olf,  tbe  ques- 
tion arises:  How  are  tbe  terms  of  this  high  trust,  in  its 
further  fulfilment,  to  be  executed/  By  graduating,  then 
treating  as  refuse,  and  afterwards  ceding,  the  public 
lands  to  the  respective  States  within  whose  limits  they 
may  be  situated?  By  what  perversion  of  langusge  can 
Virginia  be  aaid  to  "be  included"  in  a  gift  of  all  your 
lands  to  Missouri^  Were  this  a  case  of  a  private  trust, 
I  submit  to  the  House,  with  great  confidence,  that  no 
legal  tribunal  would  hesitate  to  enforce  its  performance 
in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  bill  to  which  1  have 
alluded.  The  objections  to  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  whether  arising  from  customs  or  tbe  sales  of 
the  public  landfs  contained  in  the  celebrated  veto  mea- 
ssge  of  tbe  4th  of  December,  18^,  were  not  fielt  as  early 
as  1829.  In  the  annual  meaaage  of  the  8th  of  December, 
1829,  the  President  say  a:  •*  To  avoid  these  evils,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  most  safe,  just,  and  federal  disposi- 
tion which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue,  would 
be  its  spportionment  among  the  several  States,  accord- 
ing to  their  ratio  of  representation."  The  same  high 
officer  again,  in  language  equally  explicit,  recommended 
the  measure  of  distribution  in  the  mesasge  of  the  7th  of 
December,  1830.  Distinguished  statearaen,  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  had  for  years  before  been  looking  to  a  atate 
of  things  when  the  General  Government  mighty  without 
embarrassment,  apportion  at  least  tbe  pro^eds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands;  and  the  repeated  peconunenda- 
tion  of  the  Preaident  left  little  doubt  of  the  fulfilment  of 
their  hopes.  The  recommendation  was  hailed  as  in  ao- 
cordanoe  with  an  enlightened  public  sentiment,  and  as 
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giYing  Ml  earnett  of  the  w«U-«oiMidered  opiDiom^  and 
settled  eonTictionf»  of  the  Executive  and  his  cabinet.  In 
view  of  this,  I  cannot  feel  the  force  of  the  argument 
heretofore  urg^ed  upon  this  floor.  *<that  it  would  be  use- 
less for  Congress  to  legiskte  on  this  subject*  and  pass 
the  land  bill,  inssmuch  ss  it  could  never  receive  the 
sanction  of  the  Bzecotive,  and  become  a  law."  Con- 
aideriug  our  faHibility,  and  the  changes  of  opinion  going 
on  in  the  world,  as  well  as  the  various  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  the  Executive  in  reference  to  another  im- 
portant subject,  (the  United  States  Bsnk,)  I  should 
rsther  infer  that  the  opposition  expressed  in  the  message 
of  ia33  might,  nay,  had  yielded  to  a  more  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  subject.  Be  that,  however,  ss  it  may, 
we  cannot  take  counsel  from  considerations  of  that  kind; 
our  path  of  duty  is  plain,  and  must  be  trodden,  regard- 
lesi  of  consequences.  Sir,  of  this  public  domain,  there 
are  yet  unsold  seven  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land, 
situate  without  the  Statesi  and,  probably,  about  three 
hundred  millions  of  seres  situate  within  the  States.  I 
make  this  statement  from  an  inspection  of  your  doc- 
uments, and  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  I  (and  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  examine  the 
mattert]  it  may  not  be  precisely  accurate,  but  I  am  satis- 
fied it  is  sufficiently  so  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  argu- 
ment. Basing  my  calculations  upon  the  present  condi- 
tion of  your  Treasury,  the  probable  receipts  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  and  the  reasonable  demands  of  your 
Government,  I  aver  tliat  the  proposed  sppropriation 
would  give  to  the  SUte  of  New  York  $3,309,503,  and  to 
each  congressional  district  the  sum  of  #84,074  annually. 
What  a  fund  to  relieve  the  States  from  tsxation,  enable 
them  to  prosecute  their  msgnificent  schemes  for  internal 
improvements^  for  educating  the  poop,  and  for  develop- 
ing their  resources,  and  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
society !  Distribute  this  fund,  snd  you  may  then  with 
truth  say  "you  have  restored  to  the  States  their  lost 
rights." 

But,  sir,  the  proposition  to  graduate  and  then  cede 
the  public  lands  to  the  States  is  not  only  a  violation  (if 
carried  out)  of  the  terms  and  objects  of  the  cession,  but 
unjust  in  reference  to  the  old  Sutes.  To  say  noihin|^ 
of  the  thirteen  old  States,  will  Ohio,  Indiana,  snd  Illi- 
nois— States  but  yesterday  new,  to-day  comparatively 
old— consent  to  part  with  their  ahare  of  the  inheritance 
acquired  by  the  blood  and  transmitted  to  them  by  the 
providence  of  their  fathers? 

The  policy  of  your  Government  has  ever  been  to 
place  the  lands  at  a  price  to  enable  actual  settlers  to 
purchase*  to  induce  them  to  settle  upon  their  purchases, 
and  fell  your  forests.  The  General  Government  has 
been  and  is  abundantly  able  to  carry  out  its  policy.  Can 
any  one  venture  to  say  as  much  for  the  State  Govern- 
mentk?  Are  they  as  competent  to  resist  the  pressing 
calls  upon  their  treasuries,  bscked  by  the  cupidity  of 
speculators^  and  tending  cither  to  retard  the  settlement 
of  the  countf  y  or  to  force  the  settler  to  pay  an  enhanc- 
ed and  exorbitant  price  for  his  land? 

Again,  sir,  lam  in  favor  of  a  distribution  ofyoursur* 
plus  revenue  at  present,  because,  secondly,  I  am  most 
anxious  to  reduce  the  large  amount  of  moneys  now  held 
by  banks  without  law  or  regulation.  The  amendments 
to  the  bill  under  discussion  will  not  effect  that  object, 
but  leave  the  extravagant  sums  called  for  where  they 
now  are,  to  be  reported  hereafter  as  unexpended  baUn- 
cos  of  appropriation.  In  approaching  the  subject  of  the 
deposit e  banksy  I  feel  an  embarrassment,  arising  in  part 
from  the  consideration  that  every  effort  to  induce  gen- 
tlewien  to  look  to  the  safety  of  our  Treasury  is  denoun- 
ced as  as  effort  of  party,  for  party  purposes,  and  there- 
fore to  be  disregardedi  and  in  part,  again,  from  tlie  ex- 
treme delicacy  of  the  subject.  But  whilst,  on  the  one 
band,  I  would  not  nMy  tamper  with  your  monetary 


system,  nor  excite  unnecessary  alsrm,  no  mawkish  sen- 
sibility shall,  on  the  other,  deter  me  from  proclaiming 
to  the  people  the  truth  on  this  subject;  and  disclaiming, 
for  one,  any  mere  party  views,  I  call  upon  those  having 
the  control  of  public  affairs  to  reflect  upon  the  fearful 
responsibility  they  incur  to  their  country,  in  case  this 
treasure,  or  amy  portion  of  it,  be  ultimately  lost.  When 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  was  the  depository  of  the 
public  moneys,  the  Executive  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  more 
than  once,  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  ssfetv 
of  the  deposites.  This  he  did  in  his  message  of  the  4th 
December,  1832,  and  again  in  the  subsequent  message 
of  the  3d  December,  1833.  And  so  sensible,  at  that 
day,  was  the  National  Legislature  of  the  importance  of 
correct  information,  that  a  committee  was  raised  to  ex- 
amine the  subject,  and  report  the  result  of  such  examip 
nation.  That  committee  instituted  and  went  through 
with  a  Biost  minute  and  laborious  examination,  which 
induced  this  House  solemnly  to  declare  to  the  nation,  by 
resolution*  that  the  public  moneys  were  safe  in  thev 
then  pUce  of  deposite.  Now,  in  1833,  when  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  was  called  to  this  subject  by  the  Exec- 
utive, the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  hsd,  on  deposite, 
of  public  moneys,  $6,957,631  54,  and  it  had  of  specie 
in  Its  vaoHs,  18,036^055  45,  more  than  dollar  for  dollar 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Government.  Compare, 
sir,  this  statement  with  the  present  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple's money.  Tou  have  thirty-six  deposite  banks,  and 
an  official  paper  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  18th  April,  1836,  shows  the  immediate  liabilities  of 
these  banks  to  be  #93,000,069  96.  Their  immediste 
means  to  meet  those  liabirities  to  be  $38,083,699  93, 
Again,  sir,  in  another  official  paper,  showing  the  situa- 
tion of  those;bank  son  (or  nearest  to)  the  1st  May,  1836, 
we  are  told  they  hold  of  our  money  138,496,755  09, 
and  that  they  have  of  specie  $10,303,345  80}.  In 
view  of  these  things,  can  tlie  faithful  sentinel  proclaim 
*<  all  is  well?" 

But  this  is  not  all.  Suppose  one  of  the  receivers  at 
your  land  offices  to  refuse  to  take  from  purchasers  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  but,  by  way  of  psrticuUr 
favor  and  accommodation,  cash  the  notes  at  5  per  cent, 
discount,  and  thus  realise  a  small  fortune.  If  reporU 
be  true,  this  is  not  a  mere  case  of  supposition.  I  put 
it,  however,  only  as  a  supposable  case,  and  even  in  that 
point  of  view  it  is  worthy  of  our  attention  and  examina- 
tion. I  do  not  propose  now  to  discuss  the  vexed  ques. 
tion,  whether  State  banks  are  competent  to  answer  the 
great  end  of  their  selection,  to  reguhite  the  curreacy  of 
the  country,  prevent  derangement,  and  facilitate  to  the 
mercantile  world  domestic  exchanges.  They  have 
been  selected,  (whether  for  good  or  for  evil  time  only 
can  fully  determine,)  and  I  am  only  desirous  of  so  regu- 
lating them  that  the  country  may  sustain  no  loss. 

It  was  urged  with  great  force  and  effect  sgainst  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  it  paid  no  interest  upon 
the  deposites  of  public  money,  although  that  bank  had 
paid  for  its  charter  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
The  deposite  banks  pay  no  interest— they  hsve  of  couiee 
paid  nothing  by  way  of  bonus,  and  sre  not  subject  to 
federal  legialation.  We  were  told  of  the  impropriety  of 
a  course  of  legislation  tending  to  make  **  the  rich  richer, 
and  the  poor  poorer,"  and  of  the  danger  to  our  Institu- 
tions in  permitting  foreigners  to  hold  our  stocks.  Yet 
the  ManhatUn  Bank  of  the  city  of  New  York  is  s  depos- 
ite bank— it  has  a  capital  of  two  millions  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars— six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  which  cap- 
hal  I  believe  to  be  owned  by  the  family  of  the  Marquis 
of  Carmarthen.  This  bank,  by  the  returns  nearest  to  the 
1st  of  March,  1836,  held  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  $3,000,553  37,  and  to  the  credit  of 
public  officers  the  sum  of  $373,943  S3. 

I  do  not  make  these  remarks  now  by  way  of  censure 
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upon  the  dominant  party.  The  change  In  your  depos- 
ites  was  well  characterized  as  **an  experiment,'*  and 
the  present  system  is  operating,  under  a  new  order  of 
things,  with  no  national  debt,  and  a  Treasury  full  to 
plethora.  They  arc  made  with  the  single  view  of  indu- 
cing gentlemen,  having  the  power,  to  come  up  to  the 
work  of  examination — to  disregard  all  influence  arising 
from  the  cry  •«  that  the  opposition  arc  willing  to  reunite 
with  them  in  pressing  a  full  and  fair  investigation  of  suh- 
jectt  connected  with  the  safe  keeping  of  the  national 
treasure,  and  its  proper  use  and  application."  The  ne- 
cessity for  immediate  legislation  is  by  no  means  lessened 
by  a  reference  to  the  alarming  increase  of  State  banks 
and  paper  circulation  within  the  last  six  years.  In  1830,' 
the  whole  number  of  banks  may  be  set  down  at  three 
hundred;  in  January,  1835,  at  seven  hundred  and  fifty, 
with  a  circulation  double  what  it  was  in  1830.  I  have 
not  the  means  of  stating  the  precise  amount  of  circula- 
tion at  the  present  time,  but  believe  myself  within 
bounds,  putting  it  at  one  hundred  millions.  One  of  your 
Territories,  (Florida,)  with  a  population  at  present,  and 
probably  destined  always  to  be,  sparse,  has,  within  the 
current  year,  proposed  an  increase  of  banking  capital  to 
the  amount  of  twelve  millions,  with  life  and  trust  com- 
panies without  limits.  My  own  State  (New  York)  hss, 
during  the  past  winter,  increased  her  banking  capital 
^.670,000.  IVhat  is  to  check  this  mad  career  in  State 
legislation,  and  give  to  the  country  a  metallic  basis  suffi- 
cient to  support  a  superstructure  already  unwieldy,  dis- 
jointed, and  disproportioned?  In  looking  at  recent  oc- 
currences in  another  part  of  this  hall,  (upon  "  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,")  I  entertain 
the  hope  that  something  may  yet  be  done,  ere  the  close 
of  the  present  session,  to  place  your  Treasury  under  the 
protection  of  law,  and  in  the  hands  of  responsible  agents. 
It  is  due  to  all  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  nay,  to 
the  banks  themselves,  that  ,we  should  not  separate  with- 
out regulating,  by  law,  the  deposites  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. There  is  at  present  an  uncertainty  hanging  over 
the  subject,  which  must  embarrass  and  cripple  the 
banks,  (if  they  have  any  reference  to  their  own  safety,) 
in  attempts  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  business  classes, 
and  relieve  the  pressure  of  the  money  market.  They 
know  not  when  they  may  be  called  upon  to  give  up 
their  depositest  they  feel  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  it  in  his  power  to  close  their  doors  at  any 
momenti  and  one  consequence  of  this  uncertainty  is, 
that  the  large  amount  now  in  deposite  is  virtually  with- 
drawn from  circulation. 

I  trust  I  am  not  mistaken  in  anticipating  action  upon 
this  subject  from  those  having  the  control  of  majorities. 
If  so,  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  an  exhausted  Treasury; 
of  the  want  of  surplus  revenue;  of  fears  that  the  States 
are  to  be  bribed  with  their  own  money.  It  possibly  may 
then  be  admitted  that  there  is  quite  as  much  danger  in 
leaving  forty  millions  of  money  under  the  control  of  a 
man  restrained  by  no  law,  if  by  any  moral  obligation,  as 
in  distributing  it  amongst  the  several  States  according  to 
iheir  ratio  of  representation. 

Entertaining  these  views,  and  believing  you  will  have 
In  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  between  sixty 
and  seventy  millions  of  dollars;  that  you  cannot  expend 
over  about  thirty  millions,  including  seven  millions  for 
Indian  treaties,  and  including  also  the  Indian  wars  now 
raging  upon  your  borders,  with  the  large  appropriations 
already  made  for  the  navy  and  army,  1  shall  oppose  the 
extraordinary  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  upon 
your  table— believing  that,  in  so  doing,  I  grant  to  the 
country  all  that  can  be  expended  upon  desirable  objects, 
and  that  I  shall  contribute  my  mite  in  securing  a  fund 
now  in  jeopardy,  and  in  restoring  it  to  the  people,  from 
whom  it  was  derived,  for  purposes  entirely  beneficent— 
that  this  is  my  high  and  imperative  duty  as  one  of  the 


guardians  of  the  public  treasure,  and  as  an  American 
desirous  of  perpetuating  the  republican  institutions  of 
this  Government. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  TOWNS, 
THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina,  CAMBRELENO, 
BRIGGS,  and  PINCKNEY. 

Mr.  STORER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  reduce 
all  the  appropriations,  except  that  for  Fort  McHenry, 
one  half  the  amount  specified  in  the  bill;  and  argued  at 
length  against  so  large  appropriations,  and  in  favor  of  the 
reduction. 

Afler  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HOWARD,  in  reply, 

Mr.  KINNARD  called  for  the  previous  question;  which 
was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  RINNARD  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  his  reason  for  having  moved  the  previous 
question.  It  must  be  apparent  that  this  bill  has  already 
consumed  its  equal  share  of  the  cpnsideration  of  this 
House.  He  could  not,-  for  one,  consent  to  postpone  the 
other  great  questions  about  which  the  people  of  the 
country  had  more  anxiety  than  about  the  appropriation 
of  the  enormous  amount  of  money  embraced  in  the 
amendments  proposed  to  the  bill.  It  was  true,  the  pre- 
vious question  would  have  affected  those  amendments. 
But  is  the  necessity  to  debate  them  for  days  and  weeks 
so  urgent  as  to  justify  the  defeat  of  much,  and  perhaps 
nearly  all,  of  the  other  measures  which  have  been  long 
demanded  by  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  particu- 
larly  by  the  Western  States,  to  whose  affairs  very  little 
time  had  as  yet  been  devoted?  He  would  instance  the 
case  of  the  Cumberland  road.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  work  on  that  great  thoroughfare  had  long  been  sus- 
pended, on  account  of  the  failure  to  pass  the  necessary 
appropriation.  Considering  the  time  when  it  was  acted 
on  in  the  Senate,  and  introduced  in  this  House,  Mr.  K. 
thought  it  was  entitled  to  an  early  consideration.  When, 
some  days  since,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  proposed  to  make  the  present  bill  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  Mr.  K.  felt  it  his  duty  to  solicit  the 
honorable  chairman  to  include  in  his  motion  the  Cum- 
berland road  bill.  His  wishes,  and  the  measure  referred 
to,  seem  to  meet  with  no  favor  from  that  quarter. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  the  appropriation  origi- 
nally proposed  for  that  road  in  the  other  branch  had  been 
greatly  reduced.  On  what  ground,  sir?  The  ostensible 
reason,  although  Mr.  K.  believed  it  untenable,  was,  that 
there  would  not  be  lime  to  expend  the  money.  While 
this  delay  is  to  be  extended,  is  it  fair  to  apply  such  an 
argument  against  the  measure,  in  which  the  whole  West 
is  interested,  while  it  falls  powerless  in  the  estimation  of 
some  gentlemen,  when  urged  against  the  amendments 
now  under  consideration?  Here  you  propose  to  add  to 
the  fortification  bill  an  immense  amount  of  the  public 
money,  exceeding  by  millions  the  original  estimates. 
Are  we  satisfied  that  this  amount  will  be  required  before 
the  next  session?  Is  your  corps  of  engineers  so  numer- 
ous as  to  justify  the  expectation  that  this  money  can  be 
judiciously  applied  to  the  construction  of  the  works 
which  they  are  to  superintend  during  the  present  season, 
or  within  twelve  or  eighteen  months?  He  apprehended 
that  such  an  expectation  is  not  generally  entertained. 
Shall  we,  then,  debate  endlessly  about  appropriations 
which  the  public  service  does  not  now  require,  to  the 
postponement  and  defeat  of  those  which  are  absolutely 
necessar>'?  This,  he  conceived,  would  not  be  extending 
fair  treatment  to  the  other  interests  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  numerous  persons  who  had  claims  against  the 
Government  outstanding  and  unpaid. 

Mr.  K.  remembered  full  well  what  doctrine  was  held 
during  the  former  Congress,  in  relation  to  appropriations 
of  this  character,  by  the  republican  party.  Whenever  it 
was  then  proposed  to  amend  the  fortification  bill  in  thta 
way,  the  House  was  reminded  of  the  importance  of  the 
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ettimfttesi  that  it  was  prodigal  and  extrayagant  to  exceed 
them;  that  new  works  ought  not  to  be  commenced  until 
the  old  were  repaired  and  completed!  and  that  new  and 
extraordinary  objects  of  expenditure  should  not  be 
sought  out  and  ingraned  upon  bills  of  this  description. 
Mr.  K.  considered  this  good  doctrine;  he  had  adhered  to 
it  throughout.  The  prospect  of  a  French  war  impend- 
ing over  the  country  had  induced  him  and  the  party 
with  which  he  had  acted  to  depart  from  it,  in  order  to 
meet  that  particular  emergency.  When  we  have  not 
•uch  reasons,  shall  we  depart  from  the  usages  and  prin- 
ciples which  have  heretofore  governed  the  republican 
party?  Is  there  no  other  demand  upon  the  Treasury, 
upon  the  time  and  action  of  this  House,  besides  these 
fortifications  F  If  we  dare  do  nothing  else,  if  any  portion 
of  this  House  should  dissent  from  the  course  of  policy 
indicated  by  the  amendments,  and  by  the  arguments  of 
•ome  gentlemen,  and  should  be  denounced  for  it,  it 
would  then  appear  to  him  that  one  of  the  important 
landmarks  of  the  democratic  party  was  about  to  be 
abandoned,  and  it  might  become  a  matter  of  doubt  how 
the  parties  of  the  day  are  divided.  He  hoped  always  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  act  with  those  whose  polar  star 
bad  been  economy  in  the  public  expenditures.  To  that 
original  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  republican 
faith  he,  for  one,  was  determined  to  adhere.  Mr.  K. 
was  for  appropriating  whatever  was  required  for  the 
public  defence  in  the  proper  time  and  manner.  But, 
while  he  remembered  that  he  was  the  representative  of 
a  laboring,  agricultural,  tax-paying,  and  patriotic  peo- 
ple, he  would  not  vote  to  disparage  their  principles  and 
his  own,  and  would  endeavor  to  avoid  giving  his  appro- 
bation to  any  system  of  prodigality  which  might  be  pro- 
posed from  any  quarter. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  LANE, 
HARDIN,  HAWES,  BOON,  PARKER,  and  BRIGGS. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment;  which  were  ordered. 
-     Mr.  HARD  moved  an  adjournment  about  T  o'clock; 
lost:  73  to  83. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  BELL,  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  bill  be  made  the 
apeeial  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next,  from  and  after 
the  hour  of  11,  A.  M.;  which  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  charters  of 
certain  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other 
purpoaes,  was  then  taken  up  on  its  reference. 

Mr.  PINCKNET  moved  to  refer  the  same  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  District  banks. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  iu  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Pending  these  motions,  aAer  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  LANE,  BOULDIN,  and  THOMAS,     ■ 

The  House  adjourned. 

WKBVK8D1.T,  JVKB  8. 

FRENCH  WINES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LAWRENCE,  the  following  bill  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  entitled  *'  A  bill  to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1799,  as  respects  the  issuing  of 
certificates  on  the  importation  of  wines,"  was  taken  up 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and,  having  been  en- 
grossed, was,  after  some  conversation  between  Mr. 
LAWRENCE,  Mr.  HAMER,  and  Mr.  McKlM,  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

REVENUE  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  bill  to  regu- 
late the  compensation  of  officers  of  the  revenue  cutters 
was  taken  up  on  ita  third  reading}  and  after  tome  con- 


versation between  Messrs.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Caro- 
lina, SUTHERLAND,  BOND,  WISE,  LAWRENCE, 
and  GIDEON  LEE, 

Mr.  GILI^ET  observed  that  the  duties  and  compensa« 
tion  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutters  are  prescribed 
in  the  act  of  March  3,  1799.  When  this  law  was  passed, 
the  coast  and  commerce  of  this  country  were  far  more 
limited  than  they  are  at  present.  All  know  our  commerce 
was  then  small,  and  our  seacoast  extended  only  to  Flor- 
ida. Our  commerce  is  now  expanded  to  an  astonishing 
extent,  and  our  limits  have  been  enlarged  so  as  to  include 
the  extensive  coast  of  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana. 
All  who  are  acquainted  with  the  climate  of  this  added 
coast,  and  the  course  of  commercial  operations  in  that 
quarter,  must  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  this  service 
hiss  been  rendered  more  arduous  and  haiardous.  It  is 
also  incontestably  true,  that  the  expense  of  living  in  that 
quarter  is  far  greater  than  it  is  in  any  other  part  of  the 
Union.  In  1T99  the  compensation  then  given  these  offi- 
cers would  procure  them  nearly  double  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life  that  the  same  sum  now  gives  them. 
Every  thing  has  risen  in  price,  as  all  must  know.  The 
causes  he  would  not  now  examine.  It  could  hardly  be 
disputed  that  it  cost  more  to  support  a  family  on  the 
seacoast  than  it  did  in  1799.  This  had  been  conceded 
by  acts  of  Conf^ress.  A  portion  of  the  revenue  officers 
had,  by  a  law  m  1816,  or  about  that  period,  their  pay 
increased  fifty  per  cent.  Another  portion,  those  whose 
compensation  depended  upon  fees  of  office,  had  had 
their  pay  increased  by  the  increase  of  business  at  their 
respective  offices;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  the  pay  of 
nearly  every  officer,  except  those  in  the  cutter  service, 
has  been  increased.  These  officers,  who  are  very  lim- 
ited in  number,  remain  as  they  were  when  their  pay  and 
duties  were  first  prescribed;  and  this,  too,  when  their 
duties  are  rendered  more  arduous  and  dangerous.  They 
now  guard  the  coast  from  the  Passamaquoddy  to  Texas,  - 
and  are  out  aH  seasons  of  the  year.  They  must  be  on 
duty  at  sea  amid  the  storms  of  the  North  and  the  hurri- 
canes of  the  South.  They  must  visit  all  vessels  ap- 
proaching our  coast,  whether  there  is  disease  on  board 
or  not.  They  must  watch  the  movements  of  those  who 
have  designs  upon  the  revenue,  and  fly  to  the  relief  of 
the  wrecked  mariner.  Such  services  ought  to  be  so 
compensated  as  to  command  men  of  capacity  and  integ- 
rity. This  bill  did  not  compensate  them  beyond  what 
was  given  to  others  in  the  service,  whose  duties  are  not 
so  anluous  as  those  in  the  revenue  service.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  paas. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  after  a  few  remarks,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were 
ordered. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  SPEIGHT 
and  BOON, 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  remarked,  that,  be- 
lieving the  House  to  be  almost  unanimous  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  moved  the  previous  question;  which  was  sec- 
onded by  the  House:  Teas  80,  nays  40. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and,  being  pot, 
was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas 
146,  nays  52. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MICHIGAN  AND  ARKANSAS. 

In  execution  of  the  special  order  of  Monday  last,  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  follow- 
ing bills: 

•<  An  act  to  settle  and  establish  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Ohio," 

•<  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions 
therein  expreaied.'* 
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**  An  act  for  tbe  sdmiation  of  the  SUte  of  Arkansas 
into  tbe  Union»  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
tbe  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

The  ftrst  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  THOMAS,  after  a  brief  explanation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  which  he  maintained  had  become 
unnecessary,  from  their  being  embraced  in  the  bill  to 
establish  the  Territorial  Government  of  Wisconsin,  and 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union,  mo?ed  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VINTON  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  motion,  as  he  desired  an  opportunity  of  showing  that 
the  separate  boundary  bill  was  indispensable. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  before 
the  House  contains  three  sections.  By  the  first  it  is 
proposed  to  establish  tbe  northern  boundary  line  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  where  that  State  contends  it  ought  to  be 
fixed.  The  second  section  is  designed  to  confirm  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  as  sur- 
veyed and  designated  b^  a  former  act  of  Congress,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  providing  for 
tbe  admission  of  that  State  into  the  Union.  The  third 
section  of  this  bill  was  intended  to  fix  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  as  designated  in  a 
survey  made  in  pursuance  to  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution of  that  State.  It  will  be  remembered  by  the 
House  that  we  have  passed  an  act  at  the  present  session, 
establishing  a  Territorial  Government  for  Wisconsin.  In 
that  act  the  southern  boundary  of  tbe  Territory,  and  the 
northern  boundary  of  Illinois,  are  fixed  on  the  line  which, 
by  the  third  section  of  the  bill  before  the  House,  is  to  be 
made  the  north  boundary  of  that  State. 

It  is  manifest,  then,  that  the  third  aection  of  this  bill 
is  unnecessary)  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  other  two 
sections.  The  objects  designed  to  be  accomplished  by 
them  will  be  attained,  if  the  bill  next  on  the  Speaker's 
table  becomes  a  law.  By  its  provisions  tbe  northern 
boundary  lines  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  are  established,  as  it 
is  proposed  to  fix  them  by  this  bill.  This  surely  super- 
sedes the  necessity  for  any  action  on  the  bill  before  ua. 
It  will  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  place  on  the  stat- 
ute book  two  laws,  designed  to  accomplish,  in  part,  the 
same  purposes,  m  iotidem  verbu*  Believing  this,  and  fore- 
seeing that  we  shall  gain  time  by  such  a  proceeding,  I 
move  to  Uy  the  bill  now  before  us  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  be  could  not  consent  to  renew  the 
motion,  and  he  would  therefore  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  103,  nays  103. 
The  Chair  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  vote  was  yeas 
104,  nays  103. 

The  next  bill,  being  the  ''act  to  establish  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,"  &c.,  being  then 
announced  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  till  Monday,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
Arkansas  bill. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  position  of  the  two  bills  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  endeavor  to  show  that  this  postponement  is 
entirely  unnecessary.  These  bills  are  from  the  Senate. 
By  the  rules  of  this  House,  two,  1  may  say  three,  ques- 
tions will  arise,  to  be  decided  before  they  can  become  a 
law,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned.  We  must  first 
order  each  of  these  bills  to  be  read  a  third  timet  the  next 
question  then  will  be,  when  shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  and  the  last  question  to  be  decided  will  be,  shall 
the  bill  pass?  Why,  then,  should  Southeni  men  now 
make  an  effort  to  give  precedence  to  tlie  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas  into  the  Union?  If  they  manifest 
distrust,  must  we  not  expect  that  fears  will  be  enter- 
tained by  Northcrii  members^  tb«t  unrcMOiiabie  opposi* 


tion  will  be  made  to  the  admittion  of  Michigan?  Let  ua 
proceed  harmoniously,  until  we  find  that  our  harmony 
must  be  interrupted.  We  shall  lose  nothing  by  so  doing, 
if  a  majority  of  the  House  be  in  favor  of  reading  a  third 
time  the  Michigan  bill,  they  will  order  it  to  be  done. 
After  that  vote  has  been  taken,  we  can  refuse  to  read 
the  bill  a  third  time,  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  then  consider  the  Arkansss  bill, 
report  it  to  the  House,  order  it  to  be  read  a  third  timet 
and  in  this  order  proceed  to  read  them  each  a  third  lime« 
if  a  majority  of  the  House  be  in  favor  of  that  proceeding. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  Southern  men  may  be  taken  by 
surprise,  if  the  proceeding  here  respectfully  recommend- 
ed  be  adopted.  If  the  friends  of  Arkansss  are  sufficient- 
ly numerous  to  carry  now  the  motion  to  postpone,  they 
can  arrest  at  any  time  the  action  of  tbe  House  on  the 
Michigan  bill,  until  clear  undubitable  Indications  have 
been  given  that  the  Missouri  compromise  is  not  to  be  dis- 
regarded. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  lay  the  former  bill 
on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays«  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  MASON  then  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  Michigan  bill  till  Mondays  wbicb 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  advocated  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Mich- 
igan bill,  and  the  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  CUSH« 
ING,  PATTON,  SUTHEBLANO,  BOULDIN,  LEW- 
IS,  SPEIGHT,  WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  SEVIER, 
MANN  of  New  York,  HARDIN,  and  VANOEBPOBL. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  the  previous  queationr  being  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  VINTON  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  the  pre- 
vious  question  could  not  be  moved,  inasmuch  as  it  had 
not  been  read. 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question:  Ayes  69,  noes  108. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  and  sta- 
ted that  when  the  Arkansas  bill  came  into  the  Houses 
if  no  one  else  moved  the  subject  of  tbe  restriction  of  sla- 
very, he  should. 

Mr.  WISB,  after  some  remarks,  modified  his  motion 
by  moving  to  refer  both  bills  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  thMt 
committee  to  incorporate  the  two  bills  into  one  bill. 

Mr.  PATTON  opposed  the  latter  motion,  and  gave 
his  reasons  at  length  against  it.  If  his  colleague  would 
so  modify  his  motion  as  to  refer  both  bills  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  omitting  the  instructions  to  incor- 
porate them  into  the  same  bill,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  agreed  with  his  colleague  FMr. 
Pattov]  in  a  fact  too  plain  for  any  to  overlook,  that  both 
bills  must  be  acted  on  separately,  and  that  one  must 
have  the  preference  in  point  of  time.  Michigan  had  it 
at  that  time — he  was  willing  it  should  hold  it.  His  col- 
league [Mr.  Pattov]  seemed  to  think  that  in  the  incipi- 
ent steps  in  relation  to  this  bill,  it  would  be  well  enough 
to  suffer  Michigan  to  hoM  her  present  position  i  but  that, 
before  tbe  final  passage  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  well  to 
require  of  the  House  (or  rather  of  the  non-slaveholding 
portion  of  the  Union)  to  give  some  unequivocal  guaran- 
tee to  the  South  that  no  difficulty  would  be  raised  ss  to 
tbe  reception  of  Arkansas  in  regard  to  negro  shivery. 

Mr.  B.  was  willing  to  go  on  with  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan.  He  had  the  most  implicit  confi- 
dence in  the  House,  particularly  alluding  to  the  non- 
slaveholding  part  of  the  Union,  that  no  serious  difficulty 
would  be  made  as  to  the  admi&sion  of  Arkansas  in  regard 
to  negro  slavery. 

If  there  were  any  serious  difficulties  to  be  raised  in 
the  House  to  the  admission  of  Arkansas,  tipon  the  ground 
of  negro  slayery,  he  wished  immediiite  notice  of  it*    If 
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hig  confidence  was  misplaced,  he  wished  to  be  correct- 
ed as  soon  and  as  certainly  as  possible.  If  there  really 
waaany  intention  in  the  House  of  puttini^  the  South  under 
any  diificiiltyy  restraint^  limit,  any  shackle  or  embarrass* 
ment  on  the  South  on  account  of  nefj^ro  slavery,  (some 
gentlemen  said  slavery,  but  he  said  n^ro  slavery,)  he 
wished  to  know  it. 

If  there  were  any  indivtduala  having*  such  feeling,  he 
Wished  to  know  themt  he  wished  to  hear  their  names 
upon  yeas  and  nays.  If  there  were  a  majority,  he  should 
act  promptly,  decisively,  immediately  upon  ir,  and  had 
no  doubt  all  the  South  would  do  the  same.  There  might 
be  tome  question  as  to  the  claim  of  non-daveholding 
States  to  atop  the  progress  of  Southern  habits  and  South- 
ern  influence  Northward.  As  to  Arkansas,  there  could 
be  no  question  I  and  if  seriously  pressed,  such  claims 
could  leave  no  doubt  on  the  minds  of  the  South  ss  to  the 
object  of  those  who  pressed  them,  or  the  course  to  be 
pursued  by  them.  Such  a  stand  being  token  by  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  it  would  make  tittle  difference  wheth- 
er Michigan  was  in  or  out  of  this  Union. 

He  said  he  would  sit  down,  again  assuring  the  House, 
and  the  gentlemen  particularly  from  the  non-slavehold- 
ing  Stotes,  of  hit  entire  confidence  that  no  such  thing 
would  be  seriously  attempted  by  any  conriderable  num- 
bers of  this  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  should  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wis»]  to  l«y  the  bill 
for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  on  the 
tobie,  until  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  should 
be  first  passed. 

He  should  do  this,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  there 
were  dangers,  he  would  not  say  how  great,  which  beset 
Arkansas,  and  which  did  not  beset  Michigan.  The 
question  of  slavery  could  be  moved  as  a  condition  for 
the  admission  of  Arkansas,  and  it  could  not  as  a  condi- 
tion to  the  admission  of  Michigan.  I  look  upon  the  Ar- 
kansas question  as  therefore  the  weaker  of  the  two,  and 
for  that  reason  I  would  give  it  precedence.  Besides, 
upon  the  delicate  question  which  may  be  involved  in  the 
admission  of  Arkansas,  we  may  be  the  weaker  party  in 
this  House.  For  that  reason,  if  gentlemen  mean  to  of- 
fer no  obstructions  to  the  admiasion  of  Arkansas,  let 
them  give  the  assurance  by  helping  the  weaker  partv 
through  with  the  weaker  question.  We  of  the  South 
cannot,  and  will  not,  as  I  pledge  myself,  offer  any  ob- 
jections to  the  domestic  institutions  of  Michigan  with  re- 
gard to  slavery.  Can  any  gentleman  make  the  same 
pledge  that  no  such  proposition  shall  come  from  the 
North?  Besides,  the  two  bills  are  not  now  on  an  equal 
footing.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  must 
be  sent  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stote  of  the 
Uoion.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Bfichigan  need  not 
necessarily  go  to  that  committee.  It  will  therefore  pass 
in  perfect  safety,  while  we  shall  be  left  to  get  Arkansaa 
along,  through  the  tedious  stages  of  commitment,  as 
well  aa  we  can. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania  [Mr.  StrrHiBLAirD] 
saya  that  these  two  bills  will  be  hostsges  for  the  safety 
of  each  other.  Not,  sir,  if  you  pass  the  stronger  bill  in 
advance  of  the  weaker.  Besides,  the  North  want  no 
hostages  on  this  subject.  Their  institutions  cannot  be 
attacked.  We  of  the  South  want  a  hostage,  to  protect 
us  on  a  delicate  question;  and  the  effect  of  giving  prece- 
dence to  the  Michigan  bill  is  to  deprive  us  of  that  host- 
•ge- 

Mr.  L.  said  that  he  had  understood  the  Delegate 
frona  Arkansas  to  say,  that  as  the  admission  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union  contained  no  appropriation  of  money,  it 
therefore  need  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stote  of  the  Union. 

He  read  the  5th  and  6th  sect'ons  of  that  act,  to  show 
that  there  were  appropriations  to  pay  judges  and  district 
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attorneys.  Now,  sir,  gentlemen  will  see  that  the  bilf 
for  the  admission  of  .Arkansas  into  the  Union  most  b^ 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stato 
of  the  Union.  It  must  pass  through  the  dark  val- 
ley and  shadow,  not  of  death,  I  hope,  but  of  trial.  D  u- 
ring  this  passage  we  have  been  told  that  it  is  to  be  at- 
tocked  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetto.  If  North* 
em  gentlemen  wish  it  a  safe  deliverance,  let  them  send 
with  it,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stote  of 
the  Union,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union.  Let  the  two  bills  travel  the  same  road,  ibare 
the  same  dangers,  be  subject  to  the  same  delays^  and  if 
one  is  attocked  on  the  way,  Jet  not  the  other  desert  his 
fellow-traveller  until  the  danger  ia  over.  Let  them  be 
reported  from  the  committee  at  the  same  tnstont.  Let 
them  come  into  existence  at  the  same  natol  moment,  and 
be  subject  to  the  same  dangers  during  the  period  of 
weakness  and  infancy.  If  gentlemen  are  willing  to  do 
equal  justice  to  these  two  measures,  this  is  a  fair  propo- 
sition, to  which  they  will  accede.  If  they  do  not  accede 
to  it,  we  ought  to  look  to  the  safety  of  Arkansas. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  VINl'ON, 
MERCER,  THOMAS,  and  BRIGGS. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said  he  was  in  favor  of  committing  both: 
these  bills.  They  proposed  to  admit  two  new  States  in- 
to this  Union.  These  were  meaaures  of  the  greatest 
moment.  The  importonce  of  the  questions  involved 
presents  the  strongest  reason  for  this  commitment, 
where  they  may  have  free  and  ample  discussion. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas,  it  Is  admitted 
by  all  aides  of  the  House,  must  be  committed,  as  it  cre- 
ates the  office  of  judge  and  marshal,  with  salaries  attach- 
ed to  them.  There  is  no  direct  appropriation  in  this' 
bill  I  but  as  it  provides  for  the  appointment  of  officers^ 
who,  if  the  law  goes  into  effect,  must  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  Treasury,  it  creates  a  charge  upon  the  Treasury, 
and  requires  commitment.  He  believed,  by  the  spirit  of 
the  rules  of  this  House,  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  should  be  committed.  If  it  becomes  a  law, 
that  Stote  will  send  her  Senators  and  Representatives  to' 
this  Congress,  and  they  must  be  paid  out  of  the  public* 
Treasury.  The  charge  upon  the  Treasury  is  as  direct' 
and  inevitable  in  the  one  case  as  In  the  other.  The 
amount  to  be  paid  to  their  Representatives  is  established ' 
by  a  general  law,  and  when  the  Stote  is  admitted,  they 
will  iMve  the  same  claim  for  their  pay  for  mileage  and 
attendance  as  the  present  members  of  Congress  have. 
This  was  a  reason  which  he  had  not  heard  urged  for  the 
commitment  of  this  bill;  but  he  believed,  if  gentlemen 
would  give  their  attention  to  it,  they  would  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  that  he  was  brought  to.  He  would  not 
raise  the  question  of  order,  but  desired  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject to  the  notice  of  the  House,  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
mfiuence  their  vote.  He  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  that  the  vote  might  be  first  token  on  commit- 
ment, and  then  on  the  instructions. 

The  discussion  waa  further  continued  by  Mr.  BELL.' 

Mr.  ANTHONY  observed  that  he  should  vote  to  give' 
such  direction  to  the  Michigan  bill  as  would  keep  It 
within  the  power  of  the  House.  We  had  already  been* 
upwards  of  six  months  in  session,  and  much  important 
business  yet  remained  to  be  acted  on,  and  we  are  now ' 
told  that  bills  so  interesting  to  the  country  should  go  in- 
to Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  that  they  might  re- 
ceive a  full  and  untrammelled  discussion,  without  being 
litble  to  be  cut  off  by  the  previous  (question.  Although 
he  sometimes  felt  disposed  to  give  his  views  on  some  sub- 
jects before  the  House,  he  had  usually  refrained  from 
entering  into.debate,  «s  he  felt  mortified  to  see  the  un- 
warrantable length  to  which  discussion  on  almost  every 
bill  was  generally  extended.  He  regretted  to  observe* 
the  course  pursued  by  some  gentlemen,  who  acted  as  if 
they  were  deshroui  to  continue  the  teiaion  till  the  Isc 
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Monday  of  November,  when  the  next  session  is  to  com- 
mence. Some  of  the  minority  loudly  deprecated  the 
passage  of  bills,  without  affording  them  an  opportunity 
of  unrestrained  debate  on  their  merits. 

The  honorable  member  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbll] 
•trongly  protested  against  the  majority  of  the  House  pass- 
ing bills  so  important,  by  the  operation  of  what  some 
gentlemen  were  pleased  to  term  the  '*g^g-1aw."  Did 
not  that  highly  respectable  gentleman  know  that  much 
of  the  past  six  months  had  been  spent  in  useless  and  un- 
interesting debate?  Did  he  not  know  that  nearly  every 
•peech  of  any  considersble  length  was  composed,  prin- 
cipally, of  political  anathemas  against  certain  aspirants  to 
political  power  and  influence,  or  an  elaborate  essay  on 
partisan  politics,  without  any  apparent  reference  to  the 
subject  under  discussion?  Did  he  not  know  that  the 
commencement  of  a  set  speech  was  usually  the  signal  for 
members  to  take  their  hats,  leave  the  hall,  and  lounge 
about  the  public  grounds,  or  walk  off  to  dinner,  suffer- 
ing the  orator  to  address  empty  benches,  and  perhaps  a 
dozen  fellow-members,  who  remained  in  their  seats,  be- 
cause they  were  anxious  to  obtain  the  floor  and  follow 
in  the  same  manner  with  an  eloquent  and  appropriate 
speech  for  home  consumption?  Was  it  not  notorious  to 
every  member  of  this  House,  that  after  some  eight  or 
ten  speeches  were  delivered  on  almost  any  topic,  every 
thing  sufficient  had  been  said  to  enable  gentlemen  to  de- 
termine how  they  should  vote;  and  all  the  speeches  after- 
wards were  a  mere  repetition,  without  a  single  new  idea, 
to  enlighten  the  mind  of  any  member?  After  listening 
to  an  able  expoaition  of  each  case  that  came  before  the 
House,  by  those  who  had  carefully  examined  it,  with  a 
Tiew  to  instruct  and  enlighten  their  fellow-members,  it 
was  a  perfect  waste  of  time  to  continue  the  discussion 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  week  to  week.  Members  had 
made  up  their  minds,  and  all  that  could  be  urged  in  ar- 
gument never  changed  a  vote. 

Mr.  A.  then  remarked  that  the  admission  of  the  Terri- 
tories of  Michigan  and  Arkansas  into  the  Union  had  been 
agitated  in  Congress  fur  a  long  time,  and  he  had  little 
doubt  that  every  member  bad  determined  his  course;  he 
was  not,  however,  for  stifling  freedom  of  debtte,  and 
preventing  a  fair  and  proper  discussion  of  these  bills  in 
.  the  House.  Gentlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  sentiments,  and  suggest  such  amendments 
as  they  deemed  important.  The  House  had  already 
shown,  by  refusing  to  second  the  previous  question,  that 
members  would  not  be  arbitrarily  deprived  of  debate; 
and  be  did  think  that  at  this  late  stage  of  the  session, 
after  so  much  time  had  been  spent  in  protracted  and  of- 
ten useless  and  unprofitable  discussion,  gentlemen  would 
not  make  these  bills  the  theme  for  long-winded  speeches, 
of  a  partisan,  political  character,  and  which  would  not 
be  listened  to  by  one  tenth  of  the  members.  He  always 
htd  been  and  was  now  willing  to  trust  to  the  sound  dis- 
cretion and  unbiased  judgment  of  the  majority,  if  they 
determined,  after  suitable  explanations,  to  cut  off  fur- 
tber^debate  by  the  previous  question.  The  minority 
had,  i^oj'eason  to  complain;  the  responsibility  of  the 
meas(irie're%tiid  upon  tiie  majority;  they  were  accounta- 
ble for  the  resuljt,  be  it  good  or  evil;  they  only  said  to 
those  who  wished  tp  prolong  the  controversy,  "Our 
minds  are  rosde  up,  qur  judgment  is  fixed,  and  it  is  now 
proper  to  come  to  a  decifipn." 

He  had  frequently  listened  with  pleasure  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Tennessee,  Virginifi,  Massachusetts,  and 
Ohio,  who  wished  to  discuss  the '  admission  of  these 
^Utes;  but  he  trusted  that,  as  they  had  already  embraced 
lo  many  opportunities  to  address  their  fellow-members, 
they  would  not  now,  when  other  important  bills  must  be 
acted  on,  and  so  much  ha4  been  said  on  all  political 
topics  of  the  day,  desire  to  procrastinate  the  business  of 
the  House  by  a  protracted  debate  on  a  subject  on  which 


members,  he  doubted  not,  with  few,  if  any  exceptioni, 
had  come  to  a  conclusion  and  were  prepared  for  action. 
Mr.  A.  repeated  that  he  ardently  hoped  the  House 
would  keep  (he  Michigan  bill  within  its  control.  They 
already  had  reason  to  regret  the  unwarrantable  length 
to  which  debate  ofien  extends,  when  the  House  had  no 
power  to  restrain  it— not  even  by  sitting  up  all  night  and 
adjourning  on  the  Sabbath  morning.  Dy  refusing  to 
commit  this  bill,  we  would  avoid  a  *'  sea  of  troubles;*' 
we  would  be  able  to  afford  a  reasonable  time  for  discus- 
sion; and  when  the  majority  were  satisfied  that  enough 
had  been  said,  they  could  put  an  end  to  the  debate. 

This  course  would  enable  us  to  reach  other  bills  of  a 
highly  important  character,  and  to  decide  upon  them  ac- 
cording to  their  merits.  It  would  enable  us  to  adjourn 
within  a  reasonable  period,  and  we  should  return  to  our 
constituents  with  the  cheering  reflection  that  we  had  not 
consumed  the  whole  of  the  session  in  talking  instead  of 
acting;  in  making  partisan  speeches  for  home  consump- 
tion, mstead  of  enacting  wholesome  laws  for  the  benefit 
of  our  country. 

Mr.  HAWES  asked  for  the  yeas  andnsys;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  inquired  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  as  to 
the  necessity  of  committing  these  bills. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Arkansas,  as  it  contained  an  appropriation  for  the  judgea, 
would,  under  the  rules,  recjuire  being  committed;  and 
that  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  although  it 
contained  no  express  appropriation,  created  a  charge 
upon  the  Treasury,  and  came,  though  not  clearly,  with- 
in the  spirit  of  the  rule.  The  Chair  read  a  former  de- 
cision on  the  point,  made  in  1832. 

After  some  remarks  on  the  point  from  Messrs. 
SPEIGHT,  VANDERPORL,  REED,  MANN  of  New 
York,  BRIGGS,  and  BOON, 

The  CHAIR  decided  that,  according  to  the  former  de- 
cision, the  Arkansas  bill  required  to  be  committed;  and 
accordingly,  if  that  bill  required  to  be  committed,  so  did 
the  other. 

Mr.  WISE  withdrew  his  instructions,  and  the  motion 
to  commit  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  count. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE,  the  House  then  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  ^Mr.  Sfsioht  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  admission  of  the  Stste  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed." 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a  proviaion 
in  relation  to  the  boundary,  as  follows: 

*<  Insert  the  word  'east,' after  the  word  *drawn,'in  line 
4th  of  the  first  section.  Strike  out  after  the  word  '  Michi- 
gan,' line  5th,  all  that  follows,  to  the  word  *  bay/  in  line 
8th,  and  insert,  *  to  the  centre  of  the  Maumee  (Miami) 
river,  after  that  line  so  drawn  shall  intersect  the  eastern 
boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  from  the  said 
line,  in  the  centre  of  the  said  Maumee  river,  down  the 
middle  of  the  same  to  its  mouth,  and  from  thence'  "^ 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  it  was  neither  his  habit  nor  incli- 
nation to  occupy  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
House;  and  if  he  was  so  inclined,  considerations  of  public 
duty  would  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  restrain  him 
from  any  extended  remarks.  But  from  the  best  exami- 
nation and  reflection  which  he  had  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  he  had  not  been  able  to  satisfy  himself  of 
either  the  justice  or  the  expediency  of  the  boundary 
between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  as  described  in  this  bill, 
and  that  he  had  felt  it  a  duty  to  the  people  of  Michigan, 
to  the  cause  of  justice,  and  to  hta  honest  and  deep  con- 
victions upon  this  question,  to  offer  the  amendment 
which  he  had  sent  to  the  table.  He  said  he  was  fully 
persuaded  and  convinced  that  if  the  bill  passed  without 
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amendment,  it  would  be  in  Yiolation  of  the  rights  and 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  Michigan^  secured  by  the 
Mnclions  of  compact  and  of  law,  and  will  do  them  great 
injustice.  From  memorials  which  have  been  presented 
to  this  House  from  the  people  of  Michigan,  since  they 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, it  is  evident  that  great  dissatisfaction  exists  among 
them;  and  from  the  same  documents  we  may  infer  that 
the  compromise  proposed  by  the  amendment  would  be 
mcceptable  to  them.  He  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  strongest  objection  which  the  State  of  Ohio  had 
bad  to  the  boundary  as  claimed  by  Michigan  will  be  re- 
moved, and  that  she  will  or  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  it. 
Mr.  T.  said  as  tlie  question  has  been  long  before  this 
House  and  the  public,  has  been  so  agitating  to  both 
Michigan  and  Ohio  as  to  threaten  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences, and  so  exciting  as  to  command  the  attention  of 
all,  he  presumed  every  gentleman  upon  this  floor  had 
made  up  his  mind,  and  was  as  ready  to  vote  now  as  he 
would  be  after  a  protracted  debate.  He  therefore  prefer- 
red, without  entering  into  a  protracted  discussion,  to 
submit  the  amendment,  hoping  that  the  vote  may  be 
taken  without  much  delay  in  the  passage  of  the  bill}  and 
he  had  only  to  say  at  present,  that  if  the  amendment 
fchall  not  pass,  he  should  feel  compelled  to  vote  for  the 
bill  as  it  ip,  not  feeling  at  liberty  to  vote  against  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Unions  and  then  if  Michi- 
gan accepts  the  terms  of  her  admiaeioo,  in  conformity  to  a 
provision  of  the  bill,  he  should  be  content,  having  dis- 
charged his  duty;  her  boundary  will  then  be  altered  with 
her  own  consent.  But  he  said  he  would  add,  as  his  opin- 
ion, if  Michigan  accepts  the  terms  of  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  as  provided  by  this  bill,  it  will  be  found  a 
compulsory  acceptance  rather  than  a  voluntary  choice. 

Mr.  VINTON  submitted  the  following  amendment,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  second  section: 

*'  And  provided,  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  expressly 
declared,  that  if  the  convention  provided  for  in  the  third 
section  of  this  act  shall  not  give  the  assent  therein  re- 
quired, the  boundaries  of  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana 
shall  nevertheless  be,  and  forever  remain,  fixed  and 
established  between  them  and  Michigan,  as  the  same  are 
in  this  act  above  specified  and  described." 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  hoped  the  gentleman  would  strike 
out  the  name  of  Indiana  from  his  amendment,  as  the 
boundary  of  that  State  was  long  and  permanently  settled, 
and  stood  upon  higher  ground  than  the  bill  providing  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  could  place  it. 

Mr.  VINTON  explained  that  he  had  inserted  Indiana 
because  it  should  not  be  said  that  he  had  taken  care  of 
the  interests  of  his  own  State  alone. 

Mr.  Mccarty  saw  no  objection  to  the  name  of  Indi- 
ana being  retained  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  *<  Indiana'*  from  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

The  amendment  was  then  further  debated  by  Messrs. 
LANE,  HANNEGAN,  McCARTY,  VINTON,  MASON 
of  Ohio,  GALBRAITH,  HARDIN,  THOMAS,  and 
EVERETT,  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  who  suggested  an  amendment, 
which,  he  said,  he  would  move  at  a  subsequent  stage. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  gave 
notice  of  certain  amendments  he  should  hereafter  move, 
having  reference  to  securing  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  in  the  public  lands  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  THOMAS  siid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  and 
renewed  the  motion  (as  requested)  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  prevailed:  Yeas  74»  nays  54. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose  and  reported. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  supplementary  bill 


I 


from  the  Senate,  In  relation  to  the  admission  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union,  was  included  in  the  special  order  on  the 
other  bills. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  House  again  go  in- 
to Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on 
the  Michigan  and  Arkansas  bills,  and  asked  for  the  yeai 
and  nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  rose  and  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  84,  nays  74. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

TSVASDAT,  JUHX  9. 

MICHIGAN  AND  ARKANSAS. 

The  House,  in  further  execution  of  the  special  order, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Sfbisht  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  th« 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  Ohio»  and  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union. 

The  following  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Vihtow» 
being  under  consideration: 

**  And  provided,  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  express- 
declared,  that  if  the  convention  provided  for  in  the 
»d  section  of  this  act  shall  not  give  the  assent  therein 
required,  the  boundaries  of  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana shall  nevertheless  be,  and  forever  remain,  fixed  and 
eetablished  between  them  and  Michigan,  as  the  same  are 
in  this  act  above  specified  and  described" — 

Mr.  EVEKETT  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
committee  for  according  to  him  last  evening  a  delay  till 
this  morning.  He  had  then  been  in  bis  seat  during  a 
session  of  eight  hours,  and  was  too  much  exhausted  to 
proceed:  he  acknowledged  it  as  a  personal  favor,  and  in 
return  would  endeavor  to  consume  as  little  of  their  time 
as  possible.  He  said  that  one  object  which  he  had  in 
addressing  the  House  was,  to  exclude  conclusions  that 
might  be  drawn  from  the  report  of  the  committees  of 
both  Houses,  which  asserted,  or  took  it  for  granted,  that 
Congress  had  no  power  to  form  more  than  two  States 
north  of  the  lake  line.  For  one,  he  claimed  the  power 
for  Congress  to  form^  in  that  territory  as  many  States  aa 
the  convenience  of  its  inhabitants  might  require. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  would  place  the  committee  in  posses- 
sion of  an  analysis  of  the  opinions  he  had  formed,  to  ena- 
ble them  more  easily  to  accompany  him  as  he  proceeded. 

The  objections  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union  arise  from  its  assumed  boundaries, 
and  from  its  constitution,  and  from  the  provisions  of  the 
bill. 

I.  From  its  assumed  boundaries. 

1.  That,  under  the  ordinance  of  1787,  Congress  is  re- 
stricted to  the  line  drawn  due  east  through  the  southerly 
bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  (the  lake  line,)  as  the  south  line 
and  boundary  of  the  one  or  two  States  that  it  was  autho- 
rized to  form  in  the  territory  north  of  that  line. 

This  will  be  examined  as  a  question  of  construction, 
and  also  of  intention. 

He  should  then  examine  the  questions  arising  under 
the  ordinance. 

1.  Has  Michigan  a  right  to  demand  admission  into  the 
Union  until  formed  into  a  State  by  Congress,  according 
to  the  power  reserved  in  the  ordinance? 

2.  Was  an  act  of  Congresa  necessary  to  authorise 
Michigan  to  form  a  constitution,  preliminary  to  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union? 

3.  Has  Congress  a  right  to  demand  of  Michigan  a  re- 
linquishment of  her  ordinance  boundary  as  a  condition  of 
her  admission? 

It  will  then  be  insisted-* 

1.  That  the  United  States  do  not  hold  the  sovereignty 
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of  that  Territory  directly  under  the  oeMions  of  the  origi- 
Oftl  States,  but  ander  the  eeMions  of  the  three  States 
formed  by  the  5tb  article  of  the  ordinance;  under  which 
Congress  has  the  power  to  form  States  at  pleasure,  with 
such  boundaries  as  shall  be  deemed  proper,  independent 
of  all  the  restrictions  (of  boundaries)  of  the  ordinance. 

2.  That  it  is,  there  lore,  improper  to  ask  the  assent  of 
Michigan  to  any  boundary  that  Congress  may  think 
proper  to  prescribe. 

II.  Objections  to  the  constitution  of  Michigan. 

1.  It  was  formed  by  a  convention  elected,  in  part,  by 
foreigners. 

3.  It  naturalizes  foreigners. 

III.  Objections  to  the  bill. 

1.  It  authorises  a  convention,  to  be  elected  under  the 
constitution  of  Michigan,  to  ratify  its  boundaries. 

5.  It  provides  that  the  Representative  and  Senators 
already  elected  under  their  constitution  shall  be  entitled 
to  seats  in  Congress. 

I.  In  relation  to  the  question  of  boundary. 

I  contend  that,  under  the  ordinance,  Cong^ress  had  no 
power  to  make  any  line  other  than  the  lake  line  the 
^iiodary  between  the  three  States  formed,  and  the  one 
or  two  Sutes  that  might  be  formed  under  the  fifth  article. 

The  fifth  article  Is  as  follows: 

^  Art.  5.  There  shall  be  formed,  in  the  said  territory, 
not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  States {  and  the 
boundaries  of  the  States,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter 
her  act  of  eesaion,  and  consent  to  the  same,  shall  become 
fixed  and  established  as  follows,  to  wit:  the  western 
State  in  the  said  territory  shall  be  bounded  by  the  Mis- 
■issippi,  the  Obio^  and  Wabash  riversf  a  direct  line  drawn 
from  the  Wabash  and  Post  Vincents,  due  north,  to  the 
territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canadai 
and,  by  the  said  territorial  line,  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  and  Mississippi.  The  middle  State  shall  be 
bounded  by  the  said  direct  line,  the  Wabash,  from  Post 
Vincents  to  the  Ohio,  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn 
due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the  said 
territorial  line,  and  by  the  said  territorial  line.  The 
eastern  State  shall  be  bounded  by  the  last-mentioned  di- 
rect line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  said  territorial 
Knc:  provided,  however,  and  it  is  further  understood 
and  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three  States 
shall  be  subject  so  far  to  be  altered  that,  if  Congress 
tfhall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall  have  authority 
to  form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  said  territory 
which  lies  north  of  sn  east  and  west  line  drawn  through 
the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan.  And  whenever  any 
of  the  said  States  shall  have  tizty  thousand  free  inhabit- 
anta  therein,  such  State  shall  be  admitted,  by  ita  dele- 
ffatc»,  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respecta  whatever^ 
mnd  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  constitution 
and  State  government:  provided  the  constitution  and 
government  so  to  be  formed  shall  be  republican,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  contsined  in  these  articlesi 
and,  so  far  as  it  can  be  consistent  with  the  general  in- 
terest of  the  confederacy,  such  admission  shall  be  al- 
lowed at  sn  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be  a  less 
number  of  free  inhabitants  in  a  State  than  aizty  thousand." 

As  a  question  of  construction-— 

The  ordinance  establishes  the  entire  boundaries  of 
three  States.  No  general  power  was  reserved  to  Con- 
gress to  alter  these  boundaries.  The  only  power  reserved 
iras  that  Congress  might  alter  them  by  doing  a  certain 
•ot  prescribed  in  the  ordinance,  viz:  by  forming  one  or 
two  States  In  the  territory  north  of  the  lake  Tine.  It 
thus  defines  the  line  by  which  the  boundary  of  the  three 
States  might  be  altered,  and  the  act  by  which  alone  it 
could  be  done. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  object  was  not  that  the  line 
•honld  be  fixed  with  the  view  to  the  extent  of  territory. 


but  with  a  view  to  certainty.  Had  eztent  of  territory 
been  the  object,  it  would  have  been  easily  effected  by 
adopting  a  line  of  latitude  as  the  boundary,  as  it  will  be 
seen  was  adopted  in  the  prior  ordinance. 

For  the  purpose,  then,  of  nmking  the  division  line 
certain,  the  lake  line  was  adopted  as  one  that  could,  io 
all  time,  be  rendered  certain. 

An  argument  has  been  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  a 
criticism  on  the  word  "in,"  as  used  in  the  5th  article.  It 
is  proper,  however,  to  say  that  it  was  not  relied  on  in 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House.  It  has  been 
said  elsewhere  that 

**The  territory  of  Ohio  was  within  the  eastern  State. 
Congress  then  had  power  to  eztend  Ohio  to  the  terri- 
torial or  Canada  linei  nay,  the  ordinance  provided  that  it 
should  be  so  eztended,  unless  Congress  should  find  it  ez- 
pedient  to  alter  this  provision.  Illinois,  Indiana,  and 
Ohio,  were  all  thus  laid  out  by  the  ordinance  as  States  to 
eztend  to  the  territorial  line^  but  it  was  also  provided 
that  Congress  might  lay  out  one  or  two  States  *  in  (not, 
as  the  ordinance  has  sometimes  been  misquoted,  out  oP) 
that  part  of  the  territory  north  of  the  east  and  west  line 
referred  to. 

"A  power  to  form  one  *or  two  States  in  a  territory' 
is  not  to  be  restricted,  without  the  grossest  violence  to 
all  the  rules  of  construction,  to  a  mere  power  to  form 
one  or  two  States  out  of  that  territory.  The  latter  is  a 
power  only  to  divide  the  whole  territory  into  two  States, 
or  form  one  of  it  all;  the  former  is  a  power  to  select  any 
portion  of  that  territory  for  the  purpose  of  forming  one 
or  two  States,  and  then  of  either  assigning  the  whole  so 
selected  to  one  State,  or  dividing  it  between  two.  The 
power  here  giyen  to  assign  all  the  country  north  of  the 
east  and  west  line  to  three  States  primarily  designated 
in  the  ordinance,  embraces  the  power  to  assign  any  part 
of  it  to  them,  and  it  is  evident  that  Congress  has  always 
so  understood  it." 

Unfortunately  for  this  argument,  it  is  refitted  by  the 
terms  of  the  article  itself,  as  well  as  by  the  general  ob- 
ject of  the  article. 

The  fifth  article  commences  with  these  words: 

*'  There  shall  be  formed  xv  the  said  territory  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  five  States."  Would  it  have 
been  a  fair  ezecution  of  this  provision  to  have  formed  the 
five  States  "out  of  one  half  of  the  territory?  What 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  country  ezcluded? 

The  object  of  the  ordinance  was  to  make  disposal  of 
the  whole  territory.  It  is  entitled  '*  An  ordinance  for 
the  government  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio."  Its  provisions  eztended 
to  the  whole  territory.  The  preamj>le  to  the  five  articles 
of  compact  is  as  follows: 

"  And  for  eztending  the  fundamental  principles  of 
Civil  and  religious  liberty,  &c.{  to  fix  and  establish 
those  principles  as  the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and 
governments,  which  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  nr 
the  said  territory;  to  provide  also  for  the  establithmrnt 
of  States,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  bounties  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  the  original  States,  at  as  early  periods 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest: 

"  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  the  following  articles  shall  be  considered 
as  articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States  and 
the  people  and  States  in  the  said  territory,  and  forever 
remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  consent." 

There  is,  then,  no  foundation  for  the  construction  that 
would  limit  the  term  sii  to  a  part,  either  in  relation  to 
the  whole  territory  or  to  the  part  north  of  the  east  and 
west  dividing  line. 

J»  a  quntum  ofintenikm^^ 

This  question  relates  to  the  intention  of  the  parties  to 
the  cession  of  Virginia,  and  as  between  them  it  may  be 
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I^roper  to  have  reference  to  the  intention  of  the  pertiet 
AS  A  fact. 

To  ascertain  the  fact  of  intention,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  reference  to  the  previous  acts  of  the  parties, 
from  which  it  will  be  evident  that  it  was  the  fixed  pur- 
pose of  Virginia  to  make  the  boundaries  of  the  States 
certain,  and  that  that  purpose  was  adhered  to,  except  as 
to  the  line  that  should  divide  from  each  other  the  two 
States  that  might  be  formed  north  of  the  lake  \\ne\  and 
that  if  only  one  State  was  formed  north  of  that  line,  then 
its  boundaries  were  rendered  certain.  Why  make  any 
division,  if  not  certain^ 

It  should  be  borne  in  roindj  during  this  investigation, 
(hat  the  ol>jeot  of  the  parties  was  simply  to  divide  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  into  States.  Neither  party 
bad  the  acquisition  of  territory  in  view. 

On  referring  to  the  journals  and  documents  of  the 
Congress  of  the  confederation,  but  little  doubt  will  re- 
main that  the  intention  of  the  parties  will  be  found  to 
agree  with  the  construction  of  the  ordinance. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  terri- 
tory northwest  of  the  Ohio  was  claimed  principally  by 
New  York  and  Virginia:  other  western  Isnds  were 
claimed  by  other  States.  The  other  States  insisted  that 
it  was  acquired  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  all  the 
States,  and  ought  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

On  the  6th  September,  1780,  Congress  passed  a  re- 
•olve  recommending  to  the  several  States  that  had 
claims  to  such  lands,  to  cede  them  to  the  United  States. 

Congress,  by  a  resolution  of  the  10th  October,  1780, 
resolv^  that  the  lands  so  to  be  ceded  should  be  disposed 
of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  formed 
into  republican  States,  and  which  should  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Federal  Unions  that  the  extent  of  each  should 
not  be  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fiAy  miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circum- 
stances would  admit. 

On  the  2d  January,  1781,  Virginia  passed  an  act  to 
cede  the  western  territory  to  the  United  States,  on  the 
condition  that  it  should  be  laid  out  and  formed  into 
States,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution  of  10th 
October,  1780.     Other  conditions  were  also  annexed. 

On  the  3d  November,  1781,  a  committee  of  Congress* 
reported  against  accepting  the  cession  of  Virginia. 

A  similar  report  was  made  on  the  lOlh  April,  1782; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  cession  of  Virginia  was  not 
accepted,  and  thus  this  cession  was  rendered  ineffectual. 
(See  appendix.)  * 

On  the  13th  September,  1783,  Congress  passed  an  act 
stipulating  the  terms  on  which  the  cessions  would  be  ac- 
cepted, embracing,  among  others,  the  terms  of  the  re- 
solve of  1780  as  the  basis  for  the  subsequent  division  of 
the  ceded  territory  into  States. 

On  the  20th  October,  1783,  Vbglnia,  by  an  act,  au- 
thorized her  delegates  in  Congress  to  execute  a  cession 
of  the  western  territory  on  the  terms  stipuUted  in  the 
act  of  13th  September,  1783. 

On  the  ,  1784,  the  subject  of  the  division  of  the 

western  territory  into  States,  according  to  the  resolve  of 
1780  and  the  act  of  1783,  was  committed  to  a  committee 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Jefferson  of  Virginis,  Chase  of 
Maryland,  and  HoWell  of  Rhode  Island. 

On  the  1st  March,  1784,  Mr.  Jefferson,  from  the  com- 

*  Though  Virginia  may  have  had  no  right  to  the  terri- 
tory northwest  of  the  Ohio,  yet  we  accepted  her  grant, 
with  certain  conditions,  and  which  were  subsequently 
recognised  by  Congress  as  binding. 

The  resolution  of  1786  states  that  unless  Virginia  as- 
sented, the  States  must  be  restricted  as  to  their  extent 
by  the  condition  of  the  resolution  of  1780. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  recognises  the  assent  of  Vir- 
ginia as  necessary. 


mittee,  reported  a  resolution  to  Isy  oat  the  western  ter- 
ritory into  two  ranges  of  SUtes,  divided  by  the  meridiaa 
of  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  (84  deg.  45  min.) 
and  bounded  west  by  the  Mississippi,  and  east  by  the 
meridian  of  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha.  (81  deg.) 
and  each  State,  commencing  from  the  completion  of  lat. 
31  deg.  and  going  from  south  to  north,  to  contain  2  deg. 
of  ]at.{  providing,  however,  that  all  north  of  47  deg, 
should  belong  to  the  State  next  below  it|  and  that  the 
States  between  the  parallels  of  45  deg.  and  43  deg. 
should  be  divided  by  Lake  Michigan!  and  that  the  east- 
ern State  should  include  the  whole  peninsula  north  of 
31  deg.{  and,  also,  that  the  territory  east  of  the  east  me- 
ridian, and  between  LAke  £rie,  the  Pennsylvania  line^ 
and  the  Ohio  river,  should  constitute  a  Statei  thus  laying 
out  ten  States  (to  which  names  were  given)  north  of  Ut. 
37  deg.,  including,  however,  in  the  ninth  State,  the  point 
of  land  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  with  the  Mississippi 
river,  below  37  deg. 

Contemporaneous  with  this  report,  on  the  same  1st 
March,  1784,  the  delegates  of  Virginia,  in  pursuance  of 
the  authority  given  by  the  act  of  their  SUte  of  20th  Oc- 
tober, 1783,  executed  to  the  United  States  a  cession  of 
the  western  territory. 

On  the  23d  April,  1784,  Congrea  passed  an  ordi- 
nance, laying  out  and  dividing  the  western  territory  into 
States,  on  the  general  basis  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, with  this  alteration:  ttiat  all  above  43  deg.  was  to 
constitute  two  States,  to  be  divided  by  the  dividing  me- 
ridian of  the  falls  of  the  Ohiof  and  that  where  the  Ohio 
river  nearly  coincided  with  lat.  39  deg.,  it  should  be  the 
boundary  instead  of  that  latitude.  This  ordinance  re- 
ceived the  votes  of  the  delegation  of  Virginia,  was  con- 
temporaneoas  with  her  act  of  cession,  and  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  execution  of  the  condition  of  the  cession  of 
Virginia. 

By  the  terms  of  this  ordinance  it  was  subject  to  alter- 
ation at  any  time  before  sales  of  some  part  of  the  lands 
had  been  made. 

Thus  far,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
Congress  and  of  Virginia,  that  the  boundaries  of  the 
States  should  be  fixed  and  certain,  regardless  of  all  other 
considerations. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  all  parties  were  in  favor 
of  creating  a  large  number  of  States.  Under  the  con- 
federation, the  large  States  seemed  to  be  jealous  of 
creating  rivals.  When  the  formation  of  the  constitution 
was  in  prospect,  fears  were  entertained  from  another 
source. 

l*he  next  was  moved  in  1786.  At  this  time,  however, 
no  sales  had  been  made,  and  it  was,  therefore,  compe- 
tent for  the  original  psrties  to  the  cession  to  change  its 
conditions,  and,  until  sales  were  made,  for  Congress  to 
repeal  the  ordinance. 

On  the  7th  July,  1786,  a  resolution  was  moved  in 
Congress  recommending  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
to  revise  the  act  of  cession,  so  Ikr  as  to  empower  Con- 
gress to  divide  the  territory  into  not  more  than  five  nor 
less  than  three  States.  The  power  proposed  to  be  asked 
was  general,  without  any  restriction  as  to  extent  or 
boundaries. 

The  delegates  from  Virginia  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to 
recommend  to  Virginia  and  Massachusetts  so  to  alter 
their  acts  of  cession  as  that  the  States  in  the  western 
territory  might  be  bounded  ss  follows:  There  should  be 
three  States  between  the  Ohio  and  a  line  running  due 
east  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States^  so  as  to  touch  the  most  southern  part  of 
Lake  Michigan,  and  two  States  north  of  that  line;  the 
States  south  were  to  be  divided  by  the  same  division 
lines  that  were  afterwards  adopted  in  the  ordinance  of 
1797{  and  the  States  north  were  to  be  divided  by  Lake 
Michigan.    This  left  no  discretion  or  power  in  Congreis 
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as  to  extent  or  boundtries.    The  boandaries  were  to  be 
fixed  and  certain. 

The  substitute  was  rejected,  and  the  original  resolu- 
tion adopted,  with  some  immaterial  amendments. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House,  (No.  380,) 
after  stating  the  object  of  the  substitute,  contains  the 
foilowinnf  sidmission,  which  it  seems  to  me  is  a  surrender 
of  the  argument: 

"  Here,  then,  we  have  displayed,  distinctly,  the 
wishes  of  the  representatives  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
ordinance.  If  they  had  been  acceded  to  by  the  other 
party  to  that  compact,  the  east  and  west  line,  drawn 
through  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  would 
have  been  made  a  permanent  and  immoveable  boundary 
of  the  three  States  on  the  Ohioi  and  the  same  line,  with 
Lakes  Michigan,  Huron,  and  the  Straits  of  Michilimack- 
inac,  would  have  been  fixed  boundaries  for  a  State  to  be 
formed  in  the  peninsula  which  they  surround." 

The  admission  is,  that  if  the  substitute  bad  been  ac- 
cepted-^that  is,  if  the  ordinance  had  established  the  five 
States,  with  boundaries  therein  mentioned,  and,  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  had  said  that  the  centre  of  Lake  Michigan 
•hould  be  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  northern 
States — ^then  the  lake  Tine  would  have  been  the  immovea- 
ble boundary  of  the  three  States  on  the  Ohio. 

The  assent  of  Virginia  not  having  been  given  to  the 
resolution  of  7th  July,  1786,  Congress,  on  the  13th  July, 
1787,  submitted  another  proposition,  based  on  a  com- 
promise between  the  resolution  and  the  substitute,  viz: 
the  5th  article  of  the  ordinance  of  1787.  The  resolution 
proposed  the  alternative  of  three  or  five  States;  the  sub- 
stitute proposed  five  as  the  fixed  number.  The  resolu- 
tion asked  for  a  discretionary  power  to  fix  the  bounda- 
ries! the  substitute  eatablished  the  boundaries  of  all  the 
States:  first,  by  a  line  dividing  the  three  southern  from 
the  two  northern  States,  and  then  by  dividing  lines  be- 
tween those  of  the  south  and  between  those  of  the 
north.  The  ordinance  of  1787  provides  first  for  the 
boundaries  of  the  three  States,  subject  to  alteration  if 
Congress  should  deem  it  expedient;  extending  them 
each  from  the  Ohio  to  our  northern  boundary,  and 
dividing  them  by  the  lines  of  longitude  named  in  the 
substitute,  leaving  no  discretionary  power  in  Con- 
gress. If  there  should  be  five  States,  the  ordinance 
provides  that  the  three  southern  States  should  be  divided 
from  the  two  northern  States  by  the  same  east  and  west 
line  that  is  mentioned  in  the  substitute,  leaving  no  dis- 
cretion in  Congress  as  to  this  dividing  line.  The  only 
discretion  given  in  the  substitute  was  as  to  the  dividing 
line  between  the  two  northern  States.  The  substitute 
made  Lake  Michigan  the  dividing  line;  but  the  ordinance, 
while  it  left  it  to  the  discretion  of  Congress  to  make  one 
or  two  States,  and  if  two,  to  settle  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween them,  yet  gave  no  discretion  as  to  the  lake  line. 
Both  the  substitute  and  the  ordinance  establish  the  lake 
line  as  the  line  that  should  divide  the  three  States  from 
the  one  or  two  States  that  might  be  formed  north  of  it. 
If  the  power  had  been  to  form  only  one  State  north 
of  the  east  line,  then  the  admission  of  the  committee 
would,  in  terms,  admit  the  immutability  of  the  lake  line. 
This  one  State  would  have  been  as  distinctly  bounded 
as  the  three  southern  States;  and  now,  out  of  that  terri- 
tory thus  definitively  bounded,  two  States  are  to  be 
formed,  and  the  immutability  of  the  lake  line  changed 
by  the  discretion  given  to  Congress  to  fix  the  boundary 
between  the  two  States  north  of  it. 
The  report  asks— 

•'  If  it  bad  been  the  purpose  of  the  Congress  of  1787 
to  make  an  east  and  west  line,  drawn  through  the  south- 
ern extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  a  fixed  northern  bound- 
ary for  the  three  States  which  were  to  be  formed  on 
the  Ohio,  and  to  form  another  State  in  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  ia  it  to  be  believed  that  they  would  not  have 


adopted  the  language  of  Mr.  Grayson's  resolution,  which 
was  before  them,  on  those  points,  as  they  had  borrowed 
the  language  of  the  same  resolution  in  describing  the 
boundaries  of  the  three  States,  whose  eastern,  southern, 
and  western  boundaries  it  was  their  intention  to  make 
immutable?" 

It  is  not  the  declared  purpose  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  form  a  State  in  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  but 
to  form  one  or  two  States  in  the  territory  north  of  the 
lake  line;  and  if  two  States,  it  was  left  to  Congress  to 
fix  the  dividing  line;  if  but  one  State,  the  boundaries 
were  already  given.  It  would  have  been,  therefore, 
manifestly  improper  to  have  used  Mr.  Grayson's  lan- 
guage as  to  the  dividing  line  l>etween  the  two  northern 
Slates,  when  it  was  to  be  left  to  Congress  to  fix  the  line. 
An  argument  is  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  1786. 
It  is  thus  stated  in  the  report: 

"  Many  of  the  members  of  the  Congress  of  '87 
had  been  members  of  the  Congress  of  '86.  It^  ia 
fair  to  presume  they  knew  well  the  reasons  which 
had  infiuenced  Mr.  Grayson  to  make  his  motion,  and  the 
considerationa  which  had  induced  its  rejection.^  For- 
tunately, we  are  not  dependent,  entirely,  on  conjecture 
to  learn  some  of  the  motives  which,  on  that  occasion, 
guided  the  counsels  of  Congress.  They  are  to  be  found 
recorded  on  its  journal.  In  the  preamble  to  the  reaolu* 
tion  of  July,  1786,  it  is  declared  that,  •  in  fixing  the 
limits  and  dimensions  of  the  new  States,  due  attention 
ought  to  be  paid  to  natural  boundaries,  and  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  which  will  be  pointed  out  by  a  more  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  country,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
future  growth  and  prosperity  of  each  State.'  Now, 
there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  additional  information 
had  been  obtained  by  Congress,  ader  this  preamble  waa 
adopted,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  ordinance.  Indeed, 
we  are  well  apprized  that,  long  arter  the  latter  period, 
no  map  of  the  northwest  territory,  more  accurate  than 
Mitchell's,  had  been  published.  Lewis's  map,  dated  ia 
1815,  and  Vance's  map,  in  1818,  each  exhibit  the  errors 
which  are  so  conspicuous  in  the  face  of  the  map  first 
mentioned.  The  lights  of  science  and  civilization  had 
not  broken  through  the  clouds  of  dark  uncertainty 
which  then  overshadowed  the  far  West.  The  latitude 
even  of  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  had  not 
been  clearly  ascertained.  Neither  had  the  resources 
and  extent  of  the  territory  lying  north  ofaneaatand 
west  line,  drawn  through  that  point,  been  explored. 
Congress,  under  such  circumstances,  would  have  acted 
unwisely,  if  they  had  fixed,  irrevocably,  any  one  of  the 
boundary  lines  of  a  State,  or  States,  to  be  formed  in  a 
country  which  had  never  been  traversed  by  civilised 
man.  They  ought  to  have  adhered,  and  it  is  believed 
they  did  adhere,  to  their  original  purpose.  They  fixed 
the  esst,  west,  and  south  boundary  lines  of  three  States, 
and  postponed  a  decision  as  to  the  limits,  dimensions,  or 
even  numbers,  of  those  to  be  formed,  until  a  variety  of 
circumatances,  which  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country  would  point  out,  would  enable  them,  or  their 
successors,  to  provide  for  the  future  growth  of  each 
State,  as  well  as  the  accommodation  and  security  of  the 
first  adventurers.  Hence  they  adopted  the  language  of 
Mr.  Grayson's  resolution,  in  part,  and  rejected  it  in 
part.  They  knew  the  extent  of  the  country  on  the 
Ohio,  and  could,  therefore,  accede  to  his  proposal  so 
far  as  to  establish  the  south,  east,  and  west  boundariea 
of  three  States,  to  be  organized  on  the  Ohio  border.  But 
they  refused  to  make,  as  be  had  expressly  proposed,  a 
line  drawn  due  east  from  the  Mississippi,  so  as  to  touch 
the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  a  limitation  be- 
yond which  these  States  should  not  extend.  And  Con- 
gress refused,  also,  to  form  the  Michigan  peninsula  into 
a  State,  as  Mr.  Grayson  had  proposed,  to  be  admitted 
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ioto  the  Union  wbenever  there  should  be  sixty  thousand 
free  inhabitsnts  therein.  Instead  of  this,  they  adopted 
the  fifth  article  of  the  'ordinance,  which  declares  that 
the  three  States  on  the  Ohio  shall  extend  north  to  the 
territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada: 
JProoidedf  hotoever,  and  it  is  farther  understood  and  de* 
dared,  that  the  houndarlea  of  these  three  States  shall  be 
subject  so  far  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congress  shall  here- 
after find  it  to  be  expedient,  they  shall  have  authority  to 
form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  said  territory 
which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through 
the  southern  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan." 

•  The  question  is  as  to  the  construction  of  the  cession  of 
Virginia,  as  modified  by  her  assent  to  the  fifth  article  of 
the  ordinance.  Her  assent  was  not  given  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  1786,  but  to  the  new  proposition  contained  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787*  It  is  not  perceived  how  the  resolu- 
tion, or  any  which  led  to  it,  could  vary  the  construction 
of  a  new  proposition,  made  because  the  former  one  was 
not  acceptable.  The  report,  however,  assumes  that, 
because  the  substitute  of  Mr.  Grayson  was  rejected,  and 
that  substitute  established  the  line  dividing  the  northern' 
from  the  southern  States,  the  same  was  not  establislied 
by  the  ordinance!  the  same  argument  would  apply  to  all 
the  other  linest  and,  in  fine,  it  is  assuming  that,  because 
Congress,  in  1786,  rejected  a  proposition  which  estab- 
lished all  the  lines  of  all  the  States,  it  could  not  adopt  a 
proposition  in  1787  which  gave  a  discretionary  power 
as  to  one  line,  without  unsettling  all  the  rest.  Yet  such 
is  the  argument. 

Bift  there  is  a  point  of  view  in  which  the  principal 
fact  stated,  the  want  of  an  accurate  survey,  is  entitled 
to  consideration. 

It  is  stated,  and  may  be  taken  for  granted,  that  Mitch- 
ell's map  was  the  only  evidence  of  the  location  of  Lake 
Michigan  before  Congress  in  1787,  when  the  ordinance 
was  made,  and  before  the  I^egislature  of  Virginia  when 
she  assented  to  the  5th  article. 

On  referring  to  that  map,  an  east  and  west  line  drawn 
through  the  south  bend  of  the  lake  is  a  latitude  line  of 
42  deg.,  20  min.  and  which  would  include  a  much  greater 
extent  of  line  than  is  claimed  by  Ohio. 

•  It  then  becomes  question  of  intention — of  fact— which 
line  did  the  parties  intend — the  line  due  east  through 
the  south  bend  of  the  lake,  or  the  latitude  line  indicated 
by  that  found  on  Mitchell's  map.^  There  is  no  ground 
for  taking  any  intermediate  line. 

^  Connected  with  the  principal  fact  above  stated,  was 
ako  the  fact  that,  in  1787-'8,  it  was  well  known  that 
Mitcheirs  map  was  not  founded  on  an  actual  survey,  but 
was  conjectural  as  to  the  location  of  lakes  and  rivers. 
Though  made  on  the  best  authorities  then  to  be  obtain- 
edy  yet  no  one  relied  on  it  as  an  accurate  delineation  of 
the  location  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  north. 

It  is  material  to  consider  what  were  the  objects  of  the 
contracting  parties.  It  was  not  a  contest  between  inde- 
pendent nations,  in  which  the  object  on  either  side  was 
the  acquisition  of  territory,  but  simply  to  divide  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  into  future  States,  that  were 
to  become  members  of  the  Union.  It  was  not,  there- 
fure,  a  question  of  a  little  more  or  a  little  less  on  either 
aide.  On  the  one  side,  Congress  desired  an  unlimited 
discretion  as  to  all  boundaries!  on  the  other,  Virginia 
contended  that  Congress  should  have  nodiscretion  what- 
ever! but  the  boundaries  of  all  the  States  should  be  es- 
tablished, as  a  condition  to  its  cession.  The  first  ques- 
tion then  to  settle  was,  whether  the  lines  should  be  float- 
ing or  fixed,  when  it  was  determined  that  they  should 
be  fixed;  the  question  was  not  so  much  where,  as  that 
they  should  be  certain,  and  a  point  was  taken  that  could 
be  rendered  certain. 

On  these  grounds,  1  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
both  Qn  the  principle  of  construction  and  the  fact  of  in- 


tention, the  line  drawn  east  and  west  through  the  south- 
erly bend  of  Lake  Michigan  was  immoveably  fixed  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  as  the  dividing  line  between  the 
three  States  on  the  south  and  the  one  or  two  States 
that  might  thereafter  be  formed  on  the  north  of  it{  that 
the  lines  of  the  three  States,  as  bounded  in  the  5th  arti- 
cle, were  subject  to  be  altered  by  Congress  only  in  the 
event  of  its  determining  it  to  be  expedient  to  form  one 
or  two  States  north  of  that  linei  and  that  the  only  act 
by  which  Congress  could  alter  such  boundaries  was  the- 
formation  of  such  State  or  States;  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence— ^the  formation  of  the  territory  north  of  that  line 
into  one  or  two  States— the  limits  of  the  three  States 
would  be  reduced  to  that  line  as  their  northern  bound- 
ary; and  that  Michigan,  if  admitted  under  the  power 
fpiven  to  Congress  by  the  ordinance,  is  entitled  to  that 
ine  as  her  southern  boundary.  This  boundary  Michi- 
gan has  assumed  and  claims  as  her  right  under  the  ordi- 
nance. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  questions  arising 
under  the  ordinance: 

1.  Has  Michigan  a  right  to  demand  admission  into  the 
Union  until  formed  into  a  State  by  Congress? 

The  three  States  formed  by  the  fifth  article,  and  each 
of  them,  according  to  their  extent,  had  the  right  to  ap- 
ply for  admission;  unless  Congress,  by  the  exercise  of 
the  special  power  reserved  in  the  ordinance,  had  re- 
stricted their  limits  to  the  lake  line,  they  had  the  right 
to  claim  the  whole  of  the  northwest  territory.  The  form- 
ing the  one  or  two  States  north  of  that  line  was  a  sub- 
ject of  expediency— of  discretion— and  no  portion  of  that 
territory  had  a  right  to  demand  that  Congress  should  ex- 
ercise that  discretion  that  Congress  should  forfn  it  into  a 
State,  much  leH  by  its  own  act  form  it  into  a  Slate. 
The  territory  irorth  of  the  east  and  west  line  has  there- 
fore no  right  to  demand  admission  into  the  Union  until  it 
has  been  formed  into  a  State  by  the  act  of  Congreas. 

The  case  of  Tennessee  is  not  in  point.  In  that  case, 
the  cession  of  North  Carolina  was  on  the  condition  that 
the  territory  (Tennessee)  ceded  should  be  formed  into 
one  or  two  States,  and,  as  one  or  two  States,  it  was  en- 
titled to  admission  into  the  Union.  Congress  was  bound 
to  admit  it  at  all  events  into  the  Union,  and  as  one  State, 
unless  it  should  think  proper  to  form  it  into  two  States. 
But  under  the  Union  Michigan  was  entitled  to  become  a 
part  of  the  Union,  as  a  part  of  the  States  to  which  it  be- 
longed under  the  fifth  article;  it  had  no  claim  to  be 
dividbd  into  a  separate  State.  In  the  case  of  Tennessee, 
Congress  neglected  to  form  it  into  two  States,  and  the  in- 
habitants petitioned  to  be  admitted  as  one  State.  It  had 
the  requisite  number  of  inhabitants,  and  Congress  could 
refuse  it  admission  only  on  the  ground  that  it  was  expe- 
dient to  divide  it  into  two  States,  and  by  thus  dividing  it. 

To  entitle  Michigan,  then,  to  an  admission  into  the 
Union,  under  the  ordinance.  Congress  mu»t,  by  some 
act,  have  formed  the  territory  into  a  State;  not  a  politi- 
cal community,  but  have  designated  the  boundaries  as  a 
State,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance,  viz: 
by  forming  the  territory  north  of  the  east  and  west  line 
into  two  States,  of  which  the  Territory  of  Michigan  is 
one.  This  has  not  been  done,  though  Congress  has 
passed  acts  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  it  intend- 
ed, in  some  afiertime,  to  form  it  into  one  or  tWo  States, 
or  at  least  that  the  right  should  be  reserved. 

The  power  reserved  to  Congress  by  the  fifth  article  to 
alter  the  limits  of  the  three  States  was  necessarily  limit- 
ed in  time.  It  must  have  been  executed  prior  to  the  ad- 
mission of  either  of  the  three  States  with  their  entire  ex- 
tent of  territory,  the  admission  of  s  State  necessarily 
carrying  with  it  a  relinquishment  of  all  right  of  sov- 
ereignty in  the  United  States. 

The  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  1803, 
restricts  the  northern  boundary  to  the  lake  line;  so  far. 
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it  looked  to  the  future  execution  of  the  power.  It  re- 
served the  right  to  restore  Ohio  to  its  original  bounda- 
ries(  so  far,  it  looked  to  the  contingency  of  its  future  de- 
termination on  the  expediency  of  exercising  that  power; 
so  that,  in  no  view,  can  this  act  of  the  admission  of  Ohio 
be  regarded  as  an  execution  of  the  power. 

The  act  of  1805»  establishing  the  Michigan  Territory 
by  certain  boundaries,  probably  looked  to  the  same  con- 
tingencies, but  in  itself  bad  no  necessary  relation  to  the 
execution  of  the  power.  In  itself  it  was  in  no  sense  an 
execution  of  the  power.  The  result,  then,  is,  that  by 
no  ac^  express  or  implied,  has  Michigan  been  formed 
into  a  State,  or  the  power  reserved  to  Congress  been  in 
any  way  executed. 

2.  The  next  question  is,  whether  any  act  of  Congress, 
other  than  an  act  constituting  one  or  two  States,  &c.,  is 
necessary  as  preliminary  to  the  demand  of  a  State  to  ad- 
mission to  the  Union,  under  the  ordinance.  The  condi- 
tion on  which  States  under  the  ordinance  are  entitled  to 
admission,  is  the  following  clause,  which  is  applicable  as 
well  to  the  one  or  two  States  that  might  be  formed,  as  to 
the  three  States  which  were  formed  by  the  5th  article: 

*<  And  whenever  any  one  of  the  said  States  shall  have 
60,000  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  SUte  shall  be  ad- 
mitted, by  its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in 
all  respects  whatever^  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a 
permanent  constitution  and  State  government:  provided 
the  constitution  and  government  so  to  be  formed  shall 
be  republican,  and  in  Conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  those  articles.'' 

The  only  conditions  required  are,  that  the  State  shall 
have  60,000  inhabitants,  and  should  hav^  adopted  a  con- 
atitution  conformable  to  the  ordinance.  Ko  preliminary 
act  of  Congress  is  required  to  enable  the  State  to  form  a 
constitution.  The  ordinsnce  of  1784  provided  for  the 
establishment  of  temporary  governments  in  the  several 
States  formed  by  it,  and  required  acts  of  Congress  pre- 
liminary to  their  forming  constitutions,  under  which  their 
conventions  were  to  be  called  for  that  purpose.  The 
ordinance  of  1787  did  not  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  temporary  government  in  any  of  the  Stales  formed 
or  to  be  formed  under  it.  Provision  was  made  for  a  ter- 
ritorial government,  not  having  any  reference  to  States, 
but  to  the  whole  territory.  Whenever  the  fact  of  a  State 
having  60,000  in habiUnts  existed,  those  inhabitants  were 
entitled  to  move  in  such  manner  as  they  should  think 
proper,  to  the  end  lo  form  a  constitution,  and  demand 
admission  into  the  Union. 

But  taking  it,  however,  for  granted  that  the  act  of 
1805  was  an  execution  of  the  reserved  power,  then  it  is 
admitted  that  Michigan  is  entitled  to  admission  on  the 
same  principles  that  would  have  been  spplicable  to  the 
admission  of  either  of  the  three  States.  That,  being  a 
State,  the  only  condition  was,  that  she. should  have 
60,000  inhabitants,  and  have  formed  a  republican  con- 
stitution, snd  to.  the  formation  of  which  no  preliminary 
act  of  Congress  was  required. 

3.  Congress  has  no  [right  to]  insist  on  her  assent  to 
an  sheration  of  her  ordinance  boundary  as  i^  condition  of 
admission. 

It  could,  notes  a  condition,  have  demanded  it  of  either 
of  the  three  States;  they  were  entitled  to  admission  by 
their  entire  boundaries,  unless  Congress  should  choose 
to  alter  them  by  forming  one  or  two  States  north  of  the 
like  line. 

The  result,  then,  is,  that  Michigan,  in  relation  to  the 
(^^uestion  of  boundary,  is  not  entitled  to  demand  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  under  the  ordinance,  because  Con- 
gress has  not  formed  her  into  a  State  under  that  ordi- 
nance; and  the  consequence  follows,  that  the  originah 
lines  of  the  three  States,  extending  from  the  Ohio  river 
to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  States,  have  not 


been  altered  by  any  act  of  Congress  authorized  by  the 
ordinance;  and  that  the  whole  territory  now  belongs  to 
those  three  States,  unless  it  htt  been  relinquishea  by 
them  to  the  United  States. 

U.  It  is  now  insisted  that  the  portion  of  the  northwestern 
territory,  not  within  the  limits  of  the  Statea  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  has  beeif  relinquished  by  those 
States  to  the  United  States.  And  under  this  title  it  has 
been  competent  for  Congress  to  divide  it  into  as  man  y 
States  as  it  shall  deem  proper,  with  such  boundaries  at 
shall  be  deemed  expedient,  under  the  clauses  in  the  con* 
stitution  giving  to  Congress  the  power  "  to  dispose  of 
and  make  all  needful  rules  respecting  the  territory  be« 
longing  to  the  United  States,  and  to  admit  new  Stateii* 
into  the  Union." 

The  ordinance  of  1784  was  a  compact,  unalterable, 
(aAer  a  sale  of  any  part  of  the  land,)  unless  by  the  joint 
consent  of  Congress  and  of  the  State  within  which  the 
alteration  proposed  was  to  be  made. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  was  a  compact  befween  the 
United  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  said  terri- 
tory—unalterable unless  by  common  consent—^  by  the 
consent  of  the  parties  to  the  compact — *'  the  United 
States  and  the  people  and  States  in  said  territory." 
The  State  of  Virginia  was  not  a  party  to  the  compact. 
It  was  therefore  competent  for  Congress  and  the  States' 
to  alter  the  provisions  of  any  of  the  articles  of  the  com- 
pact, so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  States  were  concerned. 
The  right  of  soil  was  vested  in  the  United  States  by  the 
cessions.  The  right  of  sovereignty  alone  remained  to 
the  States,  and  this  right  was  reserved  to  each  State.  It 
was  therefore  competent  for  each  State  to  relinquish  to 
the  United  States  its  right  of  sovereignty  to  any  portion, 
of  its  territory;  and  even  independent  of  this  power, 
each  State  had  the  same  right  of  relinquishment.  The* 
United  States,  by  accepting  such  relinquishment,  would 
hold  the  sovereignty  of  the  territorv  relinquished,  subject 
to  the  powers  granted  by  the  third  section  of  the  fourth. 
article  of  the  constitution.  Congress  would  have  the 
power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  the? 
government  of  the  territory,  for  its  division  into  States, 
and^for  their  admission  into  the  Union. 

The  cession  of  Virginia  looked  only  to  the  primary  di- 
vision of  the  territory  into  States.  When  admitted  into 
the  Union,  they  were  to  be  admitted  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States.  It  would  be  competent  for  Con- 
gress, wiih  the  assent  of  any  one  of  these  States,  to  di- 
vide it  into  two  States,  and  each  of  these  new  Statea  had 
the  same  power  to  cede  any  part  of  her  territory  to  the* 
United  States  that  Virginia  had  to  make  her  cession. 

The  three  States  formed  by  the  ordtnance,>at  tlie  re> 
quest  of  Congress,  have  severally,  by  the  highest  act  of 
sovereignty — the  act  that  is  now  required  of  Michigan—* 
relinquished  to  ihe  United  States  their  right  of  sovereign- 
ty to  all  the  territory  north  of  their  northern  boundaries. 

The  State  of  Ohio  accepted  the  lake  line  as  her  north-* 
ern  boundary,  and,  as  a  consequence,  relinquished  her 
right  of  sovereignty  to  the  territory  north  of  it.  It  was* 
accepted,  however,  subject  to  two  provisions.  The  first 
was  contained  in  the  act  of  1803,  authorizing  Ohio  to 
form  a  constituion,  as  follows: 

*'Fromded,  That  Congress  shall  beat  liberty,  at  any- 
time hereafter,  either  to  attach  all  the  territory  lying  east* 
of  the  line  to  be  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the* 
Miami  aforesaid,  to  the  territorial  line,  and  north  of  an' 
east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly  extreme' 
of  Lake  Michigan,  running  east  as  aforesaid  to  Lake 
Krie,  to  the  aforesaid  State,  or  dispose  of  it  otherwise, 
in  conformity  to  the  fifth  article  of  compact  between  the 
original  States  and  the  people  and  SUtes  to  be  formed' 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio." 

Congress  at  this  time  had  not  determined  the  question 
of  the  expediency  of  formin||[  the  one  or  the  two  StAtet ■ 
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north  of  the  lake  line,  and  by  this  provision  resenred  the 
power  of  determining  it  theresAer. 

The  other  provision  is  contained  in  the  constitutioo^of 
Ohio  of  1803,  as  follows: 

"  Provided  afway$,  and  it  is  hereby  fuily  understood  and 
declared  by  this  Convention^  That  if  the  southerly  bend 
or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  should  extend  so  far  south 
that  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  it  should  not  intersect 
Lake  Erie*  or  if  it  should  intersect  the  said  Lake  Erie 
east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Miami  river  of  the  lake,  then, 
and  in  that  case,  with  the  assent  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State  shall 
be  established  by,  and  extended  to,  a  direct  line  running 
from  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
roost  northerly  cape  of  the  Miami  bay,  aAer  intersecting 
the  due  north  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami 
river  as  afuresaid;  thence,  northeast,  to  the  territorial 
line,  and  by  the  said  territorial  line  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line/' 

Thus  reserving  to  Congress  the  right,  on  the  contin- 
gency specified,  of  granting  to  Ohio  the  extension  of  her 
northern  boundary  to  its  original  limit. 

The  first  provision  was  in  perfect  accordance  with  the 
ordinances  it  bound  Congress  either  to  restore  the  terri- 
tory  to  Ohio,  or  to  execute  the  ordinance,  by  forming 
one  or  two  States  north  of  the  lake  line. 

The  second  provision  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
ordinance,  and  couH  not  be  executed  until  Congress 
bad  determined  not  to  form  the  new  State  or  States 
north  of  the  lake  line;  and  the  validity  of  its  execution 
would  not  depend  on  the  special  power  reserved  to  Con- 
gress by  the  ordinance;  it  would  not  derive  its  force 
from  the  act  of  Congress  alone,  but  from  the  joint  action 
of  Congress  and  the  State  of  Ohio. 

It  may  be  repeated  that  the  power  given  to  Congress 
by  the  ordinance  to  alter  the  boundaries  of  the  three 
States  was  absolute,  but  it  was  also  definite.  It  might 
be  executed  without  the  assent  of  the  States,  but  it  could 
be  executed  only  in  the  manner  prescribed.  On  the 
admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union,  all  power  necessary  to 
the  execution  of  the  ordinance  was  reserved;  but  it  will 
be  found  that,  on  the  admission  of  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
no  such  power  was  reserved,  and  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  ternns  on  which  they  were  admitted,  it  became  im- 
possible for  Congress  to  execute  the  power  reserved  in 
the  ordinance. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1800,  the  Territory  of  Indiana  was 
established,  and  comprised  all  the  territory  included 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  two  western  States,  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787. 

On  the  11th  of  January,  1805,  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan was  established,  and  included  all  that  part  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory  lying  north  of  the  lake  line  and 
east  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake 
Michigan,  through  the  middle  of  the  lake,  to  its  northerly 
extremity,  and  thence  due  north  to  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  United  States;  thus  including  in  Michigan,  and 
excluding  from  Indiana,  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
middle  State  of  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  1809,  the  Territory  of  Illinois 
was  established,  consisting  of  all  the  territory  of  the  west- 
ern State  of  said  ordinance. 

The  act  of  19th  April,  1816,  authorized  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  to  form  a  constitution. 
By  the  2d  section  of  the  act,  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  State  was  proposed  to  be  limited  to  a  latitude  line 
ten  miles  north  of  the  lake  line,  to  which  that  State  was 
invited  to  assent,  by  the  following  proviso: 

'*  Provided^  That  the  convention  hereinaf\er  provided 
for,  when  formed,  shall  ratify  the  boundaries  aforesaid; 
otherwise  they  shall  be  and  remain  as  now  prescribed  by 
the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio." 
Vol.  XII.— 265 


Thus  expressly  declaring  that,  if  the  convention  did 
not  arree  to  the  restricted  boundary,  their  boundariea 
ahould  remain  as  prescribed  by  the  ordinance;  that  is, 
extending  northerly  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  and,  prior  to  the  admission  of  Indiana, 
subject  to  be  altered  by  the  act  of  Congress  alone,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  that  ordinance. 

The  restricted  boundary  was  ratified  by  the  conven- 
tion, and  from  this  change  of  boundanr,  deriving  its 
validity  from  the  joint  act  and  assent  of  Congress  and 
the  State  of  Indiana,  Congress  had  deprived  itself  of  the 
power  of  executing  the  power  reserved  in  the  ordinance, 
of  forming  one  or  two  States  of  the  territory  north  of  the 
lake  line. 

The  Territory  of  Illinois,  as  before  stated,  was  formed 
of  the  whole  territory  that  constituted  the  western  State, 
under  the  ordinance  of  1789. 

By  the  act  of  the  18th  April,  1818,  the  inhabitants  of 
that  Territory  were  authorized  to  form  a  constitution. 

By  the  2d  section  of  the  act  it  was  proposed  to  limit 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  to  latitude  42  deg. 
30  min.,  and  the  assent  of  Illinois  was  invited,  by  a  simi- 
lar proviso  to  that  in  the  act  relating  to  Indiana. 

The  convention  ratified  the  restricted  boundary,  and 
thereby  relinquished  its  right  of  sovereignty  to  the  terri- 
tory north  of  it. 

Thus,  by  the  relinquishment  by  the  three  original 
States  of  their  sovereignty  to  the  territory  north  of  their 
respective  restricted  Hmits,  the  United  States  acquired 
the  sovereignty  of  the  same,  and,  under  the  constitution, 
have  the  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
for  its  government,  for  the  formation  of  States,  and  for 
their  admission  into  the  Union;  and  this  not  in  opposition 
to  the  ordinance,  but  in  perfect  accordance  with  the 
provision  authorizing  the  alteration  of  the  compact  by 
common  consent. 

This  relinquishment  it  was  competent  for  the  States  to 
make,  as  sovereign  States,  without  looking  to  the  ordi- 
nance for  authority.  Had  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  with  the  boundaries  given 
to  the  three  States  by  the  ordinance,  can  it  be  doubted 
that  each  would  have  had  power  to  have  relinquished 
any  portion  of  its  territory  to  the  United  States?  By  that 
power  were  the  original  cessions  made. 

The  right  of  sovereignty  being  thus  vested  in  the 
United  States,  it  is  competent  for  Congress  to  grant  to 
Ohio,  or  confirm  to  Michigan,  as  it  shall  deem  expedi- 
ent, the  territory  in  controversy. 

It  is,  then,  to  decide  in  what  manner  any  portion  of 
its  territory  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union;  to  establish 
the  boundaries,  and  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  it 
shall  proceed  to  form  a  constitution.  No  portion  of  its 
territory  has  the  right  to  demand  admission  by  its  own 
act,  until  Congress  shall  have,  by  law,  determined  these 
preliminaries. 

2.  Congress,  then,  having  the  power  to  define  the 
boundaries  of  new  States,  it  is  improper  to  ask  Michigan 
to  give  her  assent  to  the  boundary. 

If,  af\er  Congress  shall  have  prescribed  the  bound- 
aries, the  Territory  should  decline  forming  a  constitu- 
tion, the  only  consequence  would  be,  they  would  remsin 
a  Territory  until  Congress  should  propose  new  bound- 
aries. 

I'hough  no  new  State  has  the  right  to  claim  admission 
into  the  Union  until  Congress  shall  have  determined  its 
boundaries,  and  directed  the  manner  in  which  it  shall 
proceed  to  form  its  constitution,  yet  it  is  competent  for 
Congress  to  assent  to  the  admission  of  a  State  without 
these  preliminary  acts.  If  a  portion  of  territory  shall 
have,  on  its  own  motion,  done  those  acts  which  Congress 
would  have  directed;  if  it  shall  have  assumed  such 
boundaries  as  Congress  would  have  given  her,  and  form- 
ed  a  constitution  in  the  manner  Congrew  would  have 
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directed,  it  is  competent  for  ConKress  to  ratify  the  Mine, 
and  tt  once  to  admit  such  State  into  the  Union. 

It  is  now,  therefore,  competent  for  Congress  to  admit 
the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  if  satisfied  with 
her  boundaries,  with  the  manner  in  which  her  constitu- 
tion has  been  made,  and  with  its  provisions. 

It  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  acts  of  the  three 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  alter  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
the  States  and  the  boundaries  of  the  three  States.  The 
right  of  soil  remains  to  be  disposed  of,  according  to  the 
conditions  of  the  original  cessions;  the  compact,  in  every 
other  respect,  remains  in  force.  The  cession  of  the 
three  States  affects  the  political  right  of  sovereignty  only. 

The  boundaries  assumed  by  Michigan  are  the  same  as 
given  to  the  Territory  by  the  act  of  1805.  Though  that 
ftct,  on  the  face  of  it,  is  merely  an  execution  of  the  gen- 
eral power  granted  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  to  divide 
the  territory  into  one  or  two  districts — a  power  which 
formed  no  part  of  the  compact,  a  power  at  all  times  re- 
pealable,  and  a  power  which  was  superseded  by  the  third 
lection  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution — ^yet  it 
can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  it  was  intended  as  the  basis 
of  a  Slate,  in  relation  to  its  boundaries,  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  And  good  faith  requires  that  those 
boundaries  should  still  be  accorded  to  her,  unless  there 
are  substantial  objections. 

'  In  relation  to  the  point  in  controversy  with  Ohio,  such 
objections  in  my  opinion,  formed  on  the  evidence  pres- 
ent, do  exist;  arising,  first,  from  the  public  works  of 
Ohio,  to  which  the  mouth  of  the  Maumee  river  is  necet- 
aary,  is  essential  to  Ohio;  and,  secondly,  from  the  danger 
to  the  peace  of  the  country,  from  the  acerbity  of  the 
controversy.  On  these  grounds,  and  on  these  alone,  I 
am  in  favor  of  granting  the  disputed  territory  to  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

.  Objections  also  exist  as  to  the  western  boundary,  if 
more  than  two  States  are  to  be  formed  of  the  territory 
north  of  the  Sutes  of  Ohio  and  Michigan.  In  that  case 
I  should  not  be  willing  to  extend  Michigan  beyond  the 
peninsula. 

II.  The  objections  arising  under  its  constitution,  on 
which  I  oppose  it,  are,  to  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  formed,  and  to  one  of  its  provisions. 

1.  It  was  formed  on  the  votes  of  aliens. 

2.  It  naturalizes  aliens. 

The  revolution  did  not  commence  in  anarchy,  in  which 
all  who  were  inhabitants  of  the  country  would  derive 
equal  rights  from  its  success.  It  was  the  secession  of 
organized  States,  in  which,  during  its  whole  progress, 
the  disabilities  of  alienage  were  recognised.  As  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  the  mother  country,  the  principle 
was  anomalous;  but  as  to  persons  foreign  to  both,  the 
disability  was  fully  recognised. 

Under  the  confederation,  the  power  of  removing  the 
disability  by  naturalization  belonged  exclusively  to  the 
States.  On  the  cession  of  territory  to  the  United  States, 
Congress  had  the  same  power  in  relation  to  the  territo- 
riea  of  the  United  States  that  was  possessed  by  the  States 
within  their  territories,  and  under  that  power  a  question 
arises  whether  Congress  authorized  foreigners  to  vote  in 
territorial  elections. 

The  ordinance  of  1784  authorized  the  States  formed 
under  it  to  adopt  the  constitution  of  any  of  the  old 
States,  which,  when  adopted,  would  have  given  the 
power  of  naturalization  prescribed  in  it. 

On  the  10th  May,  1786,  a  committee  of  Congress 
(consisting  of  Messrs.  Monroe,  Johnson,  Pinkney,  King, 
McKean,  and  Henry)  reported  an  ordinance  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  new  States,  in  which  was 
the  following  provision  relating  to  the  qualification  of 
electors: 

••Frovidedf  ako.  That  a  freehold  or  life  estate  in  fiAy 


acres  of  land,  if  a  citizen  of  any  of  the  United  States, 
and  one  year's  residence  if  a  foreigner,  shall  be  neces- 
sary  to  qualify  a  man  as  an  elector  for  said  representa- 
tive" (in  ihe  General  Assembly.) 

September  19, 1786.— The  same  was  again  reported 
by  Messrs.  Johnson,  Pinkney,  Smith,  Dane,  and  Henry. 

This  was  considered  from  time  to  time,  and  was  as- 
signed fur  a  third  reading  for  May  10,  1787,  and  the 
above  provision  amended  by  striking  out  one  and  insert- 
ing two,  so  as  to  read,  "  and  ttvo  years'  residence  if  a 
foreigner."  On  the  9th  July,  1787,  this  report  was  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Carrtngton,  Dane,  Lee,  McKean,  and 
Smith,  who  reported  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

In  the  ordinsnce  of  July  13,  1787,  the  proviso  was  aK 
tered  so  as  to  read — 

•<  Provided,  aho.  That  a  freehold  of  fifty  acres  of  land 
in  the  district,  having  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the 
States,  and  being  resident  in  the  district,  or  the  like 
freehold  and  two  years'  residence  in  the  district,  shall 
be  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  as  an  elector  of  a  repre- 
sentative." 

It  will  be  asked,  why  was  this  alteration  made?  Why 
was  the  word  foreigner  stricken  out,  and  general  words 
inserted,  unless  it  were  to  exclude  foreigners  from  voting? 
And,  on  the  other  side,  it  may  be  asked,  what  persona 
can  be  intended  by  those  general  words,  if  foreigners  are 
not?  Without  expressing  any  opinion  on  this  question, 
I  shall,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  ordinance  did  authorize  foreigners  to  vote. 

This  part  of  the  ordinance  was  not  a  part  of  the  com- 
pact, and  was  therefore  liable  to  be  modified  or  repealed 
by  Congress,  and  consequently  conferred  no  absolute 
right  of  citizenship.  Though,  under  the  confederation, 
the  citizens  of  one  State  were  entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  citizens  in  the  other  States,  yet  it  carried  with  it  but 
little  political  importance.  The  vote  of  an  elector  could 
not  have  any  effect  on  the  political  power  of  any  State 
other  than  that  in  which  it  was  given.  It  was  therefore 
left  to  each  State  to  adopt  its  own  rules  of  naturalization. 
When,  however,  a  form  of  government  was  about  ta  be 
adopted,  in  which  the  vote  of  an  elector  in  one  State 
might  affect  the  political  power  of  every  State  In  the 
Union,  when  his  vote  might  consequently  elect  a  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  it  became  of  the  first  impor< 
tance  that  the  rale  of  naturalization  should  be  uniform. 
There  was  also  the  highest  reason  for  its  uniformity, 
from  the  adoption  of  the  principle  that  citizens  of  one 
State  should  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  citizens  in 
the  other  States.  On  these  grounds  the  fourth  clause 
of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  was  adopted, 
giving  Congress  power  *'  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization." 

On  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  all  who  were  citi- 
zens of  any  of  the  United  States  became  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  to  equal  political  rights;  but  when 
Congress  executed  the  power,  and  established  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization,  no  foreig^r  could  claim  in  any 
State  political  rights  without  being  naturalized  according 
to  that  rule.  The  principle,  however,  has  not  been  con- 
sidered as  extending  to  the  Territories.  Political  rights 
granted  to  persons  in  Territories  confer  no  rights  of  citi- 
zenship which  they  can  claim  in  a  State;  and  the  votes 
given  in  a  Territory,  so  long  as  they  refer  only  to  the 
local  legislation  of  the  Territory,  cannot  affect  the  po- 
litical power  of  any  State. 

The  privilege  of  extending  to  foreigners  the  right  of 
voting  for  representatives  of  the  Territorial  Liegislature 
has  been  extended  to  the  election  of  delegates  of  the 
conventions  for  forming  State  constitutions. 

In  the  act  of  1803,  for  the  formation  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Ohio,  the  persons  entitled  to  vote  were  '*all 
male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  full  age,  resident 
within  the  Territory  for  one  year,  having  paid  a  territo- 
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ml  or  county  i%x,  and  all  penoni  hayings  in  other  re- 
specto  the  legal  qualifications  to  vote  for  representatives 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory."  The  latter 
cbuse  must  refer  to  the  provisions  ip  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  before  stated. 

the  acts  of  3d  March,  1811,  and  30th  May,  1812,  ex- 
tend the  right  of  suffrage  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  to  every 
free  white  male  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one,  who 
iball  have  paid  a  coanty  or  territorial  tax,  and  resided 
one  year  in  the  Territory.  The  acts  of  19th  April, 
1816,  and  18th  April,  1818,  authorising  the  elections  of 
conventions  to  form  constitutions  in  those  States,  autho- 
rize every  free  white  male  citisen  of  the  United  States, 
fcc,  and  all  persons  having  in  other  respects  the  legal 
qualifications  to  vote  for  representative,  to  vote  for  del- 
egates of  the  convention. 

Thus  aliens  have  been  permitted  to  vote  for  delegates 
to  the  conventions  for  forming  the  constitutions  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois.  But  would  Congress,  in  the  case 
of  Michigan,  have  allowed  aliens  to  vote' 

The  act  of  1805,  establishing  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, secured  to  the  inhabitants  the  same  righu  (of 
voting^)  that  were  granted  by  the  ordinance  of  1785. 

The  act  of  16th  February,  1819,  authorizing  that  Ter- 
ritory to  send  a  delegate  to  Congress,  conferred  the  right 
of  suffrage  to  free  white  male  citizens  of  the  Territory, 
who  bad  resided  one  year  therein  next  preceding  the 
election,  and  had  paid  a  county  or  territorial  tax. 

The  set  of  3d  March,  1833,  which  virtually  repealed 
all  prior  acts  relating  to  the  rights  of  suffrage,  provides 
«*  that  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  having  the  qualifi- 
cations presented  by  the  act'*  of  16th  Februar}*,  1819, 
**  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  public  election  in  said 
Territory,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  therein," 
virtually  repealing  all  former  acts. 

Thus,  at  the  time  of  calling  the  convention  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  it  was  the  funda- 
mental law  of  that  Territory  that  none  but  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  resided  in  the  Territory  one  year 
next  preceding  the  election,  and  had  paid  a  county  or 
territorial  tax,  should  be  entitled  to  vote. 

There  were  several  reasons  for  this  law,  as  applied  to 
Michigan,  which  did  not  apply  to  either  of  the  three 
States.  The  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  its  whole  settled 
frontier*  was  contiguous  to  a  foreign  thickly  settled  coun- 
try, and  where  that  was  not  the  case  with  either  of  the 
other  Statesi  and  it  was  necessary  to  change  the  law  so 
ai  to  prevent  such  foreign  population,  usually  transported 
across  the  line,  from  voting  at  our  elections.  Tet,  in 
the  face  of  this  law  of  the  land,  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture has  authorized  foreigners  to  vote,  and  who  had 
resided  in  the  Territory  only  twenty-two  days  previous 
to  the  passage  of  the  act.  The  act  was  passed  on  the 
36th  day  of  January,  1835.  In  the  second  section  the 
qualification  of  voters  is  prescribed: 

«« Sec.  3.  That  the  free  white  male  inhabitants  of  the 
said  Territory  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
shall  reside  therein  three  months  immediately  preceding 
Saturday,  the  4th  day  x>f  April  next,  in  the  yesr  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  choose  delegates  to  form  a  eon- 
vention,  who  shall  be  elected  in  the  several  districts  as 
follows,  to  wit." 

Would  Congress  have  passed  an  act  of  this  description } 
If  not,  will  they  sanction  it?  The  act  is  a  fraud  on  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  that  Terri- 
tory. Why  was  the  4th  of  January  fixed  as  the  last  day ' 
I  shall  not  answer  the  question. 

The  constitution,  then,  is  the  result  of  foreign  votes, 
and  accounts  for  that  objectionable  clause  in  it  which 
naturalizes  those  foreigners  who  thus  secured  the  victory. 

The  constitution  of  Michigan  was  signed  on  the  34th 
June,  1835»  and  contains  the  following  article: 


"  Abticlz  II.— l?/!fcforf.— 1.  In  all  elections,  every 
white  male  citizen  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
having  resided  in  the  State  six  months  next  preceding 
any  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  electiont 
and  every  white  male  inhabitant  of  the  age  aforesaid, 
who  may  be  a  resident  of  this  SUte  at  the  time  of  the 
signing  of  this  constitution,  shall  have  the  right  of  voting 
as  aforesaid." 

Thus  every  foreigner  of  the  age  of  31,  who  resided  in 
the  Territory  on  the  34th  day  of  December,  is  natural- 
ized by  this  article  of  the  constitution,  and  clothed,  in 
express  terms,  with  the  highest  political  privilege  of  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Under  a  constitution  thus  formed,  snd  containing  this 
uneonalUuiicnal  article,  I  cannot  consent  to  admit  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union. 

in.  Objection  to  the  bill. 

The  next  position  is,  that  it  is  not  competent  for  the 
convention,  as  proposed  to  be  called,  to  ratify  tbs 
boundaries  named  in  this  bill. 

1.  It  supposes  the  constitution,  under  authority  of 
which  it  is  to  be  called,  to  be  valid.  Foreigners  will  bs 
entitled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  convention,  snd  they 
will  naturalize  themselves  even  in  an  additional  section 
of  territory. 

3.  It  calls  on  a  portion  of  territory  which  is  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  State  to  vote  on  a  fundamental  law  of 
the  State,  not  only  in  excluding  themselves  from  the 
State,  but  also  in  excluding  others:  they  may  have  a 
casting  vote. 

3.  It  permits  a  convention,  called  by  a  defined  terri* 
tory,  to  make  a  constitution  for  a  territory  not  repre- 
sented in  the  convention  that  formed  it.  Should  all  the 
territory  west  of  Michigan  lake  (that  is  proposed  to  be 
added)  vote  against  being  added,  still  the  msjor  vote  of 
the  peninsula  may  carry  the  question,  and  force  them 
to  become  part  of  a  State,  and  under  a  constitution  in 
the  formation  of  which  they  had  no  vote. 

3d.  The  last  position  is,  that  Congress  cannot,  by  an 
act  of  legislstion,  admit  Senators  and  Representatives  to 
seats  in  Congress.  It  belongs  to  each  House  separately 
to  determine  questions  concerning  the  election  of  its 
members;  and  in  the  present  case'the  Representative 
was  not  elected  under  any  law.  He  derives  his  election 
from  the  ratification  of  the  constitution,  under  the  aa- 
thority  of  this  bill. 

What  is  to  be  gained  by  this  precipitate  admission  of 
Michigan  f  If  the  act  passes,  it  cannot  be  represented 
during  the  present  session.  There  is  ample  time  to  pass 
an  act  for  forming  a  constitution,  and  authorizing  an 
election  of  a  Representative  under  it{  for  forming  a  con- 
stitution and  electing  Senators  and  a  Representative  in 
season  to  take  a  seat  at  an  early  day  next  session. 

ArrszDix. 
ExtraeU  from  the  Jllea  and  mmute»  of  the  ContinmUU 

Cmgren^  relating  to  the  eeedont  of  New  York,  Ftr- 

giniOt  and  Conneeiieut. 

Report  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Varnum,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr. 
T.  Smith,  Mr.  Livermore,  on  report  of  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  cessions  of  Western  lands  to  the  United 
States  by  Virginia,  Connecticut,  &c.,  and  on  memorial  of 
Illinois  and  Wabash  Companies}  read  Kovember  3, 1781. 

April  10,  1783.  Monday,  April  15,  1783,  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  this  report. 

Entered  on  the  journal.  May  1.  Cession  of  New  Yurk 
accepted  39th  October,  1783. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  a 
committee  on  cessions  of  Western  lands  to  the  United 
States,  &c.,  submit  the  following  report:  That  having 
had  a  meeting  with  the  agents  on  the  part  of  New  York, 
Connecticut,  and  Virginia    •    ♦    ♦    •    That  Congress 
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do.  In  behalf  of  the  United  States,  accept  the  cession 
made  by  the  State  of  New  York,  as  contained  in  the  in- 
strument of  writing  executed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
agents  of  New  York,  dated  —  day  of  —  last  past,  and 
now  upon  the  files  of  Congress«  and  that  the  President 
do  take  the  proper  measures  to  have  the  same  legally 
authenticated  and  registered  in  the  public  records  in  the 
State  of  New  York. 

The  reasons  that  induced  your  committee  to  recom- 
mend the  acceptance  of  this  cession  are — 

Ist.  It  appeared  to  the  committee  that  all  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  Six  Nations,  or  their  tributaries,  have 
been,  in  due  form,  put  under  the  protection  of  England 
by  the  said  Six  Nations,  as  appendant  to  the  late  Govern- 
ment of  New  York,  so  far  as  respects  jurisdiction  only. 
(Vide  Minutes  of  Council  of  New  York,  1686  to  1760, 
and  paper  annexed,  No.  2.) 

2d.  That  the  citizens  of  the  said  colony  of  New  York 
have  borne  the  burden,  both  as  to  blood  and  treasure, 
of  protecting  and  supporting  the  said  Six  Nations  and 
their  tributaries  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  years  last  past, 
as  the  dependents  and  allies  of  the  said  Government;  that 
the  Crown  of  EngUnd  has  always  considered  and  treated 
the  countiy  of  the  said  Six  Nations  and  their  tributaries, 
inhabitants,  as  far  as  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude, 
appendant  to  the  Government  of  New  York. 

dd.  That  the  neighboring  colonies  of  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  have 
also,  from  time  to  time,  by  their  public  acts,  recognised 
and  admitted  the  said  Six  Nations  and  their  tributaries 
to  be  appendant  to  the  Government  of  New  York. 

4th.  That  by  Congress  accepting  this  cession,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  whole  western  territory,  belonging  to 
the  Six  Nations  and  their  tributaries,  will  be  vested  in  the 
United  States,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Union. 

Eeaohed,  That  Congpress  do  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  that  they 
do,  without  delay,  release  to  the  United  States  in  Con* 
gresa  awembled  their  claims,  and  pretensions  of  claims, 
to  the  said  western  territory,  without  any  conditions  or 
restrictions  whatever. 

Buahed^  That  Congress  cannot,  consistent  with  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  the  duty  they  owe  to  their 
constituents,  or  the  rights  necessarily  vested  in  them  as 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  United  States,  accept  of  the 
cession  proposed  to  be  made  by  the  State  of  Virginia, 
or  guaranty  the  tractof  country  claimed  by  them  in  their 
act  of  cession  referred  to  your  committee. 

Rtaamn. 

1st.  it  appeared  to  your  committee,  from  the  vouchers 
laid  before  them,  that  all  the  lands  ceded  or  pretended  to 
be  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  State  of  Virginia, 
are  within  the  claims  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, and  New  York,  being  part  of  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  said  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and  their 
tributaries. 

3d.  It  appeared  that  a  great  part  of  the  lands  claimed 
by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  requested  to  be  guarantied 
to  them  by  Congress,  is  also  within  the  claim  or  the  State 
of  New  York»  being  also  part  of  the  country  of  the  said 
Six  Nations  and  their  tributaries. 

3d.  It  also  appeared  that  a  lam  part  of  the  lands  first 
aforesaid  are  to  the  westward  of  the  western  boundary 
line  of  the  late  colony  of  Virginia,  established  by  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  in  council*  previous  to  the  present 
Revolution. 

4th.  It  appeared  that  a  large  tract  of  the  said  lands 
bath  been  legally  and  equiubly  sold  and  conveyed  away 
under  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  before  the  dec- 
laration of  independence,  by  persons  claiming  the  abso- 
lute property  thereof. 

5ih.  It  appeared  that  in  the  year  176 — ,  a  very  large 


part  thereof  was  separated  and  appointed  for  a  distinct 
Government  and  colony  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Government 
of  Virginia. 

6th.  The  conditions  annexed  to  the  said  cession  are 
incompatible  with  the  honor,  interests,  and  peace  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, altogether  inadmissible. 

Meaohfed,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
State  of  Virginia,  as  they  value  the  peace,  welfitre,  and 
increase  of  the  United  States,  that  they  reconsider  their 
said  act  of  cession,  and,  by  a  proper  act  for  that  purpose, 
cede  to  the  United  States  all  claims  and  pretensions  of 
claims  to  the  lands  and  country  beyond  a  reasonable 
western  boundary,  consistent  with  their  former  acta 
while  a  colonv  under  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  and 
agreeably  to  their  just  rights  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  and  thai  free 
from  any  conditions  and  restrictions  whatever. 

When  Mr.  EvimsTT  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HOWARD  followed  at  some  lengih. 

Mr.  BOND  spoke  at  some  length,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland. 

[Pending  this  discussion,  the  committee  temporarily 
rose,  and  the  House  considered  and  concurred  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Ind'um  appropriation 
and  annuity  bill.] 

1'he  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  HARPBR» 
LOVE,  and  SPANGLER. 

Mr.  ADAMS  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  at  length  in 
opposition  to  the  boundary  as  proposed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CORWIN  followed  in  reply. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  spoke  in  support  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee in  opposition  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  estab- 
lishes the  boundary. 

Mr.  VINTON  followed  in  support  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  him. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows. 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  had  hoped  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
engaging  in  the  discussion  upon  the  subjects  now  before 
the  House;  but  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  any  longer  remain 
a  silent  listener  to  the  debates  which  are  progressing 
around  me.  These  questions  have  been  so  long  pend- 
ing before  us,  that  it  might  well  be  supposed  every  gen- 
tleman was  prepared  to  vote  without  further  investiga- 
tion; and  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  with  such  a 
mass  of  unfinished  business  upon  our  tables,  votes  are 
much  more  important  to  the  public  interest  than  long 
speeches.  Indeedi  there  is  so  much  speaking  here,  and 
so  little  business  done,  that  I  often  refrain  from  address- 
ing the  House,  when  I  would  otherwise  do  so,  and 
when,  like  others,  I  am  inclined  to  think  I  have  some- 
thing to  offer  that  would  be  either  interesting  to  the 
House,  or  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject 
before  us.  Upon  the  present  occasion,  however,  the 
argument  has  taken  a  turn  that  requires  of  me  an  ex- 
pression of  my  views,  though  it  is  not  my  design  to  en- 
ter into  an  elaborate  examination  of  all  the  topics  which 
have  been  ingrafted  upon  this  debate. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  all  who  have  witnessed  the  sev- 
eral movements  in  regard  to  this  dispute  between  Ohio 
and  the  Federal  Government,  (for  we  do  not  recognise 
Michigan  as  a  party  to  the  controversy,)  that  there  is 
somewhat  of  party  politics  mingled  with  it,  both  here 
and  at  home,  among  the  people  of  Ohio.  An  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  citizens  of  our  State  are  for 
the  boundary  claimed  by  us,  and  they  have  no  dispo- 
sition to  let  party  have  any  connexion  with  this  claim ; 
but  the  politicians  have  not  taken  exactly  the  same  view 
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of  it,  and  some  of  them,  it  is  very  clear,  have  endeavor- 
ed to  turn  it  to  account  in  the  political  strug^gles  which 
now  agitate  the  country. 

The  effect  is  visible  here.  Our  delegation  are  unani- 
mous for  the  claim  of  Ohio.  We  all  go  for  the  bound- 
ary ;  yet  in  arriving  at  the  object  of  our  hopes  and  wishes, 
we  disagree  materially  upon  various  incidental  questions. 
It  is  this  disagreement  which  is  the  occasion  in  part  of 
my  now  obtruding  myself  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House.  I  desire  to  be  fully  understood  in  my  position; 
and  then  all,  who  have  a  right  to  know  my  sentiiAents, 
will  be  able  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  course  1 
bav«  adopted. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  meddle  with  the  difficul- 
ties between  some  of  my  colleagues  and  their  quondam 
friend  [Mr.  Adams]  from  MassachuseCta.  I  leave  him 
in  their  hands.  They  are  fully  competent  to  take  care 
of  him,  and  to  vindicate  themselves  from  aspersions  or 
misrepresentations  which  may  come  from  that,  or  from 
sny  other  quarter.  My  business  is  with  other  branches 
of  the  controversy. 

There  are  three  bills  before  the  committee;  the  first, 
a  bill  merely  to  settle  the  boundary;  the  second,  a  bill 
to  settle  the  boundary  and  to  admit  Michigan  into  the 
Union;  and  the  third,  a  bill  to  admit  Arkansas  into  the 
Union.  "The  first  one  we  have  laid  on  the  table,  to  re- 
main there  until  the  other  two  are  disposed  of.  The 
whole  delegation  from  Ohio,  except  one,  voted  against 
layinp^  that  bill  on  the  table«  but  they  were  overruled  by 
a  majority  of  the  House.  With  the  motives  of  my  col- 
league, who  differed  with  us,  I  have  nothing  to  do;  nor 
shall  I  attempt  to  assign  reasons  for  his  vote.  No  doubt 
bis  motives  were  pure  and  his  reasons  satisfactory  to 
himself;  and  he  is  very  competent  to  defend  his  own 
course,  either  here  or  elsewhere.  But  of  the  vote  of 
my  colleagues,  friends  of  the  administration  and  myself, 
who  voted  against  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  f  have 
something  to  say.  It  is  due  to  ourselves  that  our  reasons 
should  be  known. 

It  is  a  good  general  rule  In  legislation,  that  each  meas- 
ure should  stand  upon  its  own  merits,  unconnected  with 
every  thing  else.  If  good,  let  it  prevail;  if  bad,  let  it  be 
defeated.  We  applied  that  rule  to  the  boundary  bill. 
We  were  of  opinion  that  a  large  majority  of  the  House 
were  in  favor  of  the.boundary  claimed  by  Ohio,  and  that 
if  this  proposition  stood  alone,  it  would  pass  without 
much  difficulty.  But  when  it  is  connected  with  the 
admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  we  are  by  no 
means  so  certain  of  its  success.  There  is  a  strong  party 
in  this  House  apparently  determined  to  keep  Michigan 
out  of  the  Union  during  the  present  session.  If  they 
succeed,  and  our  boundary  question  is  connected  with 
Michigan,  it  must  necessarily  share  the  same  fate.  This 
would  be  disastrous  to  Ohio.  Her  public  works  are  sus- 
pended for  a  settlement  of  this  question.  Her  interests, 
pride,  and  feeling,  are  deeply  involved  in  it.  Her  peo- 
ple are  impatient  to  see  it  terminated.  A  border  war 
is  lowering  upon  our  northern  frontier;  and  the  moment 
Congress  shall  adjourn,  without  adjusting  this  dispute, 
it  will  break  out  with  a  train  of  outrages  and  bloodshed, 
that  must  be  profoundly  deplored  by  every  man  who 
loves  his  country.  Myself,  and  those  with  whom  I  act, 
thought  it  imprudent,  under  these  circumstances,  to  risk 
the  fate  of  our  boundary,  by  voluntarily  attaching  it  to 
another  question — the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union.  We  preferred  having  our  bill  first  acted  upon, 
and  after  that  we  were  entirely  willing  to  see  the  State 
admitted.  We  do  not  oppose  her.  The  people  of  Ohio 
do  not  oppose  her.  We  only  object  to  her  coming  into 
the  Union,  and  bringing  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Ohio 
along  with  her,  claiming  it  as  parcel  of  the  new  State. 
This  we  oppose,  and  ever  shall,  whilst  we  have  the  sa- 
gacity to  comprehend  our  rights,  and  the  spirit  to  main* 
tain  them. 


I  come  to  the  bill  which  is  more  immediately  before 
us.  It  is  a  bill  of  several  sections.  The  first  section  de- 
clares, expressly,  that  the  boundary  of  Ohio  shall  be  by 
a  direct  line  running  from  the  most  southerly  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  most  northerly  cape  of  the 
Miami  bay;  being  the  line  always  claimed  by  Ohio,  and 
the  one  named  in  her  constitution.  The  subsequent 
sections  prescribe  the  limits  of  the  new  State  of  Michi- 
gan, and  require  her  to  meet  in  convention,  and  agree  to 
the  limits  so  prescribed,  before  she  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  Union;  and,  on  her  giving  her  assent,  the  Presi- 
dent, by  proclamation,  is  to  declare  her  one  of  the  inde- 
pendent States  of  this  confederacy,  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  Union  u  nder  the  federal  Qonstitution.  My 
collesgue  [Mr.  ViirTon]  proposes  to  amend  this  bill,  by 
adding  a  proviso,  declaring  that  if  Michigan  should  not 
assent  to  these  new  boundaries,  still  the  northern  line  of 
Ohio  shall  be  and  remain  as  described  in  this  bill.  I  am 
constrained  to  vote  against  this  amendment.  The  rea- 
sons that  Influence  me  in  doing  so  shall  be  briefly  given. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty  this  bill  passed  through 
the  Senate.  No  opposition  was  manifested  to  that  part 
of  it  which  fixed  our  boundary,  but  there  was  violent  re- 
sistance shown  to  the  admission  of  the  State.  If  the  bill 
were  now  in  that  body,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether 
it  could  be  got  through.  We  all  know  these  thingjs;  the 
newspapers  have  informed  us  of  their  existence,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  other  sources  of  information  which  we  pos- 
sess. If  we  amend  the  bill  in  the  slightest  degree,  it 
must  go  back  to  the  Senate  for  their  concurrence. 
Supi>o8e  they  refuse  to  concur,  or  that  they  refuse  to  act 
on  tfie  bill  this  session,  and  let  it  rennain  on  their  files 
among  the  unfinished  business,  what  will  be  our  con- 
dition? How  shall  we  avoid  the  alarming  evils  which 
are  now  impending  over  us,  or  meet  the  storm  of  public 
indignation  that  will  burst  forth  against  Congress  for  this 
unjustifiable  procedure?  I,  fur  one,  am  not  willing  to 
meet  it,  nor  am  I  willing  to  share  any  portion  of  the  re- 
sponsibilitjr.  I  cannot,  therefore,  vote  for  any  amend- 
ment to  this  bill,  thereby  creating  the  necessity  to  send 
it  back  to  the  Senate,  and  risking  its  final  passage,  unless 
that  amendment  be  absolutely  necessary  to  its  validity. 
Such  is  not  the  case  with  this  amendment;  and  I  will 
now  proceed  to  show  that  its  adoption  can  be  of  no' ad- 
vantage to  Ohio,  in  any  reapect  whatsoever. 

In  the  first  section  it  is  declared,  in  the  most  unquali- 
fied terma,  that  the  northern  line  of  Ohio  shall  be  as  we 
claim  it.  In  the  subsequent  sections  it  is  provided  that 
Michigan  may  come  Into  the  Union  upon  her  assent- 
ing to  this  line,  and  to  the  boundaries  assigned  to  her  by 
this  bill.  If  the  bill  passes,  and  receives  the  sanction  of 
the  President,  it  will  be  a  law,  in  all  its  parts.  Whether 
Michigan  shall  comply  with  the  condition  or  not,  upon 
which  she  is  allowed  to  come  into  the  Union,  is  a  nuitter 
of  perfect  indifference,  so  far  as  the  validity  of  the  law 
is  concerned.  If  she  complies,  she  will  come  in;  if  not, 
she  will  remain  out;  but,  in  either  event,  the  law  still 
stands  in  full  force.  Her  failure  to  comply  with  its  con- 
ditions cannot  annul  the  law,  or  affect  a  single  provision 
it  contains.  All  that  can  be  said  is,  that  the  law  con- 
tains a  provision  with  which  the  State  has  not  complied ; 
and  the  only  consequence  that  follows  is,  that  she  remains 
out  of  the  Union.  The  law  itself  remains  wholly  unim- 
paired. 

But  the  conditions  of  this  law  are  not  in  the  first  sec- 
tion; nor  have  they  any  necessary  connexion  with  it. 
The  subsequent  sections  may  all  be  annulled,  and  still 
the  first  one  will  remain  in  full  force.  It  is  the  first  one 
alone  in  which  we  have  any  peculiar  interest.  It  set- 
tles our  boundary  permanently,  without  condition  or  lim- 
itation. No  subsequent  section,  nor  any  proceedings 
of  Michigan  under  it,  can  affect  our  rigbta  which  are 
thus  secured.    To  make  this  plain,  I  will  illustrate  my 
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▼iews  by  one  or  two  cases.  Suppose  m  law  passed  at  the 
present  session,  givinr  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  full  for  all  her  claims  upon 
the  General  GoFernment  for  reyolutionary  services* 
debts  paid,  men  furnished,  &c.,  during  our  struggle  for 
independence.  Attached  to  this  law  is  a  section  pro- 
viding that  Massachusetts  shall  also  receive  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
upon  condition  that  her  Legislature  will  pass  an  act  re- 
linquishing aU  other  claims,  and  receiving  this  sum  in 
full  satisbction  of  all  her  demands  against  the  General 
Government.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  combine  two  such 
subjects  in  the  same  law}  and  it  is  not  unfreguently 
done.  Suppose,  then,  Massachusetts  should  refuse  to 
pass  the  act  required,  or  to  accept  the  money  in  satis- 
faction of  her  claim,  would  that  prevent  Connecticut 
from  getting  her  money  out  of  the  Treasury?  We  all 
know  it  would  not.  Her  claim  would  be  safe.  No  act 
of  another  State  could  affect  it.  She  would  send  an 
authorised  officer  to  receive  it,  and  the  funds  would  be 
delivered  to  bim  without  asking,  or  caring,  what  had 
been  done  by  Massachusetts  in  reference  to  her  claims. 

Again s  we  have  now  a  proposition  before  this  House, 
to  rccharter  the  several  banks  in  this  District.  If  we 
were  to  pass  a  law  containing  several  sections,  and  in 
the  6rst  section  should  renew  the  charter  of  the  Metrop- 
olis Bank,  without  any  condition  or  limitation,  simply 
declaring  that  it  is  rechartered  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
yearsf  and  in  the  subsequent  sections  should  renew  the 
other  charters,  upon  condition  that  a  certain  bonus,  say 
fifty  thousand  dolUrs  each,  should  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  by  the  Ist  day  of  September  neit— and  if  not 
paid  then,  the  charters  should  expire— how  could  this 
condition  affect  the  Metropolis  Bank?  It  would  be  re- 
chartered,  and  would  proceed  to  transact  business  with- 
out regard  to  the  course  the  other  banks  might  think 
proper  to  pursue.  Whether  they  should  accept  or  re- 
ject the  conditions  imposed  on  them  by  Congress 
would  be  a  question  of  no  interest  to  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis.  The  whole  law  would  be  valid  and  binding. 
So  much  of  it  as  was  conditional  would  be  just  as  much 
a  law  as  any  other  part  of  it.  Those  for  whom  the  con- 
dition was  intended  could  avail  themselves  of  it  or  not, 
at  their  own  pleasure.  The  law  must  remain,  with  its 
conditions,  in  full  force>-an  expression  of  the  sovereign 
will,  and  obligatory  upon  the  citizens  of  the  republic. 
The  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  those  who  are  al- 
lowed to  benefit  themselves  by  its  provisions  can  dero- 
gate nothing  from  its  authority  or  supremacv. 

How  can  the  present  case  be  distinguished  from  those 
I  have  sUted?  Here  is  a  bill  of  several  sections,  and  the 
first  one  estsblishes  our  boundary  in  the  strongest  lan- 
guage that  can  be  employed  In  legislation.  No  condi- 
tion, no  qualification,  is  attached  to  it.  Subsequent  sec- 
tions declare  that  a  new  SUte  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  upon  certain  specified  conditions.  Now,  whether 
these  conditions  are  acceded  to  or  not,  whether  the 
State  shall  come  in  or  not,  is  a  totally  separate  and  dis- 
tinct question  from  the  one  settled  in  the  first  section  of 
the  bill.  Our  line  is  permanently  and  undiangeably  es- 
tablished, and  no  future  movement  of  either  Michigan, 
Congress,  or  any  other  power,  can  shake  or  invalidate 
Us  location. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  vote  for  my 
colleague's  amendment.  It  will  endanger  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  by  sending  it  back  to  the  Senatei  and  it  is  un- 
neoessar}',  because  the  bill  already  contains  all  that  Ohio 
wants.  In  attempting  to  obtain  more,  we  may  lose  what 
Is  slready  offered,  and  is  within  our  reach.  Let  us  ad- 
here to  the  bill  as  it  is,  and  arrive  at  a  final  arrangement 
of  this  delicate  and  vexed  question,  which  has  already 
agitated  our  whole  country  to  an  alarming  extent,  and 
threatened  at  om  time  to  involve  our  frontier  cttisens  to 


a  border  war,  in  which  many  valuable  lives  must  have 
been  lost,  and  a  stain  inflicted  upon  the  character  of  our 
free  institutions  which  time  could  not  have  eflfiMed. 

Before  any  thing  is  said  of  the  merits  of  our  claim,  it 
is  proper  that  I  should  notice  an  argument  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  PsAmcB.]  H« 
took  it  upon  hinMelf,  in  a  very  cool  and  self-complacsnl 
manner,  to  denounce  our  pretensiona  as  utterly  ground* 
less,  and  hoped  Congress  would  not  act  so  unjustly  to* 
wards  others  as  to  concede  to  Ohio  what  we  believe  to 
be  her  right,  according  to  every  known  principle  of  equi- 
ty and  justice.  He  seemed  highly  delighted  with  one 
idea  upon  this  subject,  which  he  pressed  upon  our  con* 
sideration  with  some  ability  and  a  great  deal  of  earnest- 
ness. He  asked,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  **lf  Ohio  be^' 
lieves  her  cause  to  be  just,  why  does  she  not  allow 
Michigan  to  come  into  the  Un'on,  and  then  submit  the 
question  to  be  tried  and  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  P  Is  it  possible  that  such  doctrine 
is  to  be  urged  here,  in  the  House  of  Representativea,  in 
such  a  discussion,  and  in  the  present  advanced  stage  of 
political  science'  Are  the  old  doctrines  of  judicial  suprem* 
acy  about  to  be  revived?  Is  this  all-grasping  and  dan* 
gerous  department,  which  has  done  more  than  any  other 
department  of  the  Government  to  fritter  away  the  rights 
of  the  States,  about  now  to  be  vested  with  authority  to 
decide  upon  the  political  rights  of  sovereign  communi* 
ties?  Is  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State  to  be  held  subject  to 
the  order  of  a  federal  judge,  and  the  highest  attributes 
of  sovereignty  to  t>e  controlled  by  a  decree  In  chancery? 
Is  this  democracy?  It  msy  be  so  in  Rhode  Island,  but  I 
can  assure  the  gentleman  it  is  not  so  in  the  West.  Ohio 
acknowledges  no  right  in  the  Supreme  Court  to  try  such 
questions)  she  will  never  submit  to  such  a  mode  of  deter- 
mination. It  is  a  legislative  question,  and  not  a  judicial 
one.  Here  is  the  place  to  determine  it.  Congress  has 
only  to  relinquish  the  claim  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  the  country  in  dispute,  and  there  is  an  end  of  atl  con* 
troversey.  If  the  court  had  authority  to  try  the  cause, 
how  unwise  and  impolitic  would  it  be  for  ua  to  send  it 
there!  Why  not  put  a  quietus  to  it  at  once,  instead  of 
having  a  long  and  tedious  lawsuit  about  it.  When  a 
word  can  place  the  parties  where  they  ought  to  be,  shall 
we  endeavor  to  shift  the  responsibility  from  our  own 
shoulders,  and  throw  it  upon  the  court'?  There  it  may 
remain  for  years«  and,  in  the  mean  time,  our  publie 
works  are  unfinished i  property  sinks  to  half  pricei  im* 
provements  are  retarded t  there  are  conflicting  laws  and 
jurisdictions  over  the  inhabitants,  and  perpetual  quarrels 
among  the  citixens  along  the  border.  Why  voluntarily 
produce  this  state  of  things,  when  it  is  so  easily  avoided? 

But  there  is  a  much  more  serious  consideration  still, 
which  ought  not  to  be  overiooked  by  a  wise  statesman. 
No  case  of  this  kind  hss  ever  been  decided  by  the  Su- 
preme Court.  In  the  case  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
they  agreed  to  exercise  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  to  require 
the  defendant  to  appear,  and  to  progress  with  the  causei 
but  they  expressly  lefV  the  question  open  to  the  laat, 
whether  they  could  finally  decide  such  a  case  between 
two  States  or  not.  The  cause  was  settled  by  the  par* 
ties,  and  never  decided  by  the  court.  Since  that  time 
another  case  has  arisen,  in  which  the  court  hss  in  the 
same  manner  assumed  jurisdiction,  and  the  case  is  now 
pending.  Let  them  proceed  in  this  way  without  objec* 
tion,  and  in  a  few  years  this  power,  so  dangerous  to  the 
States,  will  ripen  into  perfect  maturity.  For  one,  I 
desire  to  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  it.  Suppose, 
however,  that  the  court  should  go  on  to  a  final  hearing 
of  the  cause,  and  when  this  action  of  ejectment,  or  bill 
in  chancery  between  two  sovereign  States,  is  determined, 
one  or  both  should  refuse  to  abide  by  the  decision i  what 
would  be  done?  How  would  your  court  enforce  ita  de« 
1  cree?    By  what  means  would  it  turn  one  party  out  of 
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po8ie«iion»  and  j^ut  the  other  in  f  Every  man  who  bears 
me  knows  it  could  not  be  done.  Process  may  be  issued 
S||;ainst  an  individual^  or  a  number  of  individuals,  and 
obedience  to  the  mandates  of  a  court  enforced «  but  no 
nich  proceedinf^  can  be  tolerated  af^inst  a  State.  Where 
would  the  marshal  find  a  /msm  sufficient  to  compel  any 
of  the  States,  especially  one  of  the  larger  clasB,  to  yield 
possesion  of  her  territory,  and  have  it  transferred  to  a 
nei{(hbor?  If  she  chose  to  submit  to  it,  very  welli  but 
if  she  did  not,  there  is  no  way  to  compel  her  but  by  arms. 
You  must  fight  her.  Are  you  prepared  to  do  this'  Are 
we  ignorant  of  the  political  axiom,  that  our  Government 
It  held  together  by  moral  influences  alone  .^  It  is  not  a 
Government  of  physical  powers.  In  monarchies  and 
aristocracies,  armed  men  sustain  the  Government.  It  is 
not  so  here.  Moral  power,  public  opinion,  mutual  con- 
cessions and  compromises,  Jiold  our  confederacy  together. 
Abandon  these  and  resort  to  force,  and  your  boasted 
Union,  the  proudest,  loniest,  and  purest  temple  of  civil 
liberty  that  ever  existed,  will  be  crushed  in  an  instant, 
and  its  scattered  fragments  be  swept  away,  like  straws 
upon  the  surface  of  a  torrent. 

What  man  here  desires  to  see  our  institutions  subject* 
ed  to  such  a  test^  Who  wishes  (o  aid  in  trying  such  an 
experiment  upon  their  stability?  If  the  decrees  of  youir 
court  are  once  successfully  resisted,  what  regard  will 
ever  be  paid  to  them  afterwards?  Away,  then,  with 
all  such  doctrines  and  schemes  to  break  down  the  Judi- 
ciary, or  to  shift  responsibility  from  ourselves.  Let  us 
come  up  like  men^  examine  the  question,  and  dispose  of 
it  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  dic- 
tates of  an  impartial  judgment.  We  have  been  implored 
for  many  years  to  adjust  this  difficulty.  Here,  then,  let 
it  be  done.  Our  decisions  command  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  they  carry  a  moral  infiuence  with  them 
that  is  almost  irresistible.  It  is  seldom  that  any  commu- 
nity will  attempt  to  resist  them;  when  they  do,  all  must  be 
conscious  that  they  assume  a  most  fearful  responsibility. 
'  The  grounds  of  our  claim  have  been  so  often  ststed  to 
this  House,  and  they  are  so  fully  and  ably  set  forth  in  the 
locid  report  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Thoxas,]  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  detain  the 
committee  at  this  time  by  a  labored  argument  upon  the 
aabject.  But  our  rights  have  been  so  much  misunder- 
stood, snd  so  much  misrepresented,  that  I  will  briefly 
remind  gentlemen  of  some  points  upon  which  we  rely. 
It  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  are  not  men- 
dicants petitioning  Congress  to  grant  us  a  donation,  but 
we  are  demanding  what  is  ours  by  compact;  we  ask  a 
recognition  of  our  claim  on  the  part  of  Congress,  so  that 
th^ir  tenants  or  wards  may  no  longer  disturb  our  posses- 
eiofi.  We  allege  that  a  contingency  has  occurred  that 
entitles  us  to  the  line  we  claim,  and  we  ask  Congress  to 
acknowledge  the  existence  of  that  contingenay,  and  to 
relinquish  all  demand  on  their  part  to  the  territory  with- 
in the  new  line.  We  ask  the  Federal  Government  to 
declare  expressly  what  they  have  already  declared  im- 
pliedly. When  we  came  into  the  Union,  it  was  agreed 
and  understood,  that  if  a  due  east  line  from  the  aoutherly 
bend  of  Lake  Michigan  would  not  give  us  Maumee  bay, 
then  we  should  have  a  line  running  from  the  southerly 
bend  of  the  lake  to  the  most  northerly  cspe  of  Maumee 
bay;  ao  that  the  bay  was  to  be  ours  at  all  events.  Now, 
we  know  that  the  due  east  line  first  mentioned  will  not 
give  us  the  bay.  Congress  knows  it  also,  for  their  officer 
has  so  reported.  We  say  it  is  plain  that,  according  to 
the  original  understanding  when  we  came  into  the  Union, 
we  are  entitled  to  the  other  line,  which  gives  us  the  bay. 
Congress  is  asked  to  admit  this,  in  so  many  words:  that 
we  may  have  peaceable  possession  of  the  country,  and 
be  no  longer  harassed  by  other  authorities,  pretending 
to  claim  under  Congress,  and  to  be  clothed  with  power 
to  puoiah  our  people.and  drive  away  our  public  omcers 


Is  this  unreasonable?  Is  this  asking  a  gift  from  you?  It 
is  asking  you  to  be  honest,  and  to  do  what  every  good 
citixen  would  do  voluntarily.  A  bad  one  would  be  com« 
polled  to  do  it  by  the  civil  authorities.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  the  Federal  Government  will  follow  the 
example  of  a  good  citizen,  and  honestly  fulfil  Its  con- 
tracts; or  disgrace  itself  in  the  e^es  of  the  civilised 
world,  by  refusing  a  simple  act  of  justice  to  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union. 

Every  gentleman,  either  in  or  out  of  Congress,  who 
hss  attempted  to  argue  the  question  in  behalf  of  Michi- 
gan, has  gone  back  to  the  ordinance  of  Congress  adopted 
in  1787.  They  seem  to  rely  upon  this  document  as  the 
foundation  of  their  claims,  and  thus  go  behind  the  com- 
pact between  Ohio  and  the  General  Government,  formed 
in  1803,  of  which  I  havejust  been  speaking.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  Michigan  derives  her  rights  from  that  ordi. 
nance;  and,  consequently,  no  act  of  Congress  in  1803  or 
1803,  or  of  any  subsequent  period  to  1817,  could  at  all 
affect  her  interests.  A  more  radical  or  material  error 
could  not  well  have  been  adopted.  Michigan  is  not 
known  in  the  ordinance  of  1787.  She  has  no  vested 
rights  under  it;  nor  is  she  one  of  the  States  named  in  it, 
which  Is  entitled  to  com^  into  the  Union  whenever  there 
are  sixty  thoussnd  inhabitants  within  her  limits.  This 
assertion  of  right  has  been  repeated  so  often  in  her  be- 
half, by  persons  who  have  either  never  read  the  ordi- 
nance, or  had  not  sense  enough  to  understand  it  when 
they  did  read  it,  that  hundreds  now  believe  it,  and  will 
not  be  persuaded  to  the  contrary.  Tet  it  is  not  true; 
she  never  had  any  such  right;  and  Congress  can  now, 
under  the  ordinance,  cut  up  Michigan,  and  divide  her 
between  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  never  admit  her  Into  the 
Union.  We  do  not  desire  any  such  thing;  we  believe 
she  ought  to  come  into  the  Union;  but  we  cannot  admit 
that  she  has  any  vested  rights  upon  the  subject.  A 
careful  examination  of  the  ordinance  will  prove  that  we 
are  correct  in  our  opinions. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  explore  all  the  ancient  charters 
granted  by  the  British  Crown,  to  ascertain  who  among 
the  several  States  of  the  old  thirteen  had  the  best  title  to 
the  country  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  or  whether  any 
of  them  possessed  a  right  to  it,  other  than  the  common 
title  which  they  all  gained  by  conquest,  and  which  was 
recognised  by  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  in 
1783.  Whether  the  Federal  Government  derived  its 
title  from  this  treaty,  or  from  the  cessions  of  Virginia 
and  other  States,  who  made  deeds  to  it  for  their  respect- 
ive claimfi,  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indiflerence.  They 
had  become  the  exclusive  owners  of  both  soil  and  juris- 
diction at  the  time  of  passing  this  ordinsnce.  I  do  not 
speak  of  the  Indian  claims,  nor  of  small  tracts  of  the 
country  owned  by  others,  because  they  have  no  connex* 
ion  with  the  point  now  under  consideration. 

By  the  ordinance  of  1787,  the  whole  country  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  is  divided  into  three  States,  running 
from  the  Ohio  river  on  the  south  to  the  great  chain  of 
lakes  on  the  north.  Each  of  these  States  waa  to  be  enti- 
tled to  admission  into  the  Union  whenever  it  should  hsve 
sixty  thousand  inhabitants,  or  sooner,  if  circumstances 
would  allow.  The  right,  however,  to  come  into  the 
Union,  upon  having  that  number  of  inhabitants,  was  a 
vested  right,  of  which  they  could  not  justly  be  deprived. 
These  three  States,  now  known  by  the  names  of  Ohio, 
Indians,  and  Illinois,  covered  the  whole  country,  inclu- 
ding the  present  Territories  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin, 
Had  there  been  no  other  provisions  in  the  ordinance  in 
regard  to  a  subdivision  of  States  or  no  further  lei^^islation 
by  Cong^ss  in  reference  to  such  divisions  we  should 
have  been  spared  the  present  difficulty.  Ohio  and  In- 
diana would  now  cover  the  whole  of  Michigan,  whilst 
Indiana  and  Illinois  would  possess  the  entire  Territory  of 
Wisoonsin. 
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But  the  ordintnee  provided,  further,  that  the  bounda- 
ries of  thoM  three  States  should  be  subject  so  far  to  be 
altered,  that  if  Congress  shouid  thereafter  find  it  expe- 
dient, they  should  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two 
States  in  that  part  of  said  territory  which  lay  north  of  an 
east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan.  Here  is  no  creation  of  ad- 
ditional States{  but  there  is  authority  given  to  Congress 
to  create  one  or  two  more,  if  they  should  ever  think  it 
expedient.  If  they  should  not  think  it  expedient,  then 
the  three  States  remain  as  they  were  marked  out  and 
bounded  by  the  ordinance,  and  will  necessarily  run  clear 
through  to  the  Canada  line.  The  case  is  easily  under- 
stood.    No  one  can  mistake  its  true  position. 

Not  only  every  lawyer,  but  every  man  of  common 
aense,  will  perceive  there  are  but  two  ways  in  which  the 
boundaries  of  these  three  Ststes  can  be  changed.  One 
is  by  compact  or  agreement  with  Congressi  and  the 
other  is  by  an  act  of  Congress  under  the  ordinance,  crea- 
ting one  or  two  new  States  in  that  part  of  the  country 
lying  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the 
southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan.  In  one  of  these  two 
modes,  only,  could  their  lines  and  corners  be  changed. 
Their  rights  were  secured  by  the  ordinance;  but  they 
might  consent  to  an  alteration,  or  Congress  might  make 
a  change  without  their  consent,  by  making  new  States, 
but  in  no  other  way  whatsoever.  I  defy  any  gentleman 
to  devise  any  other  means  of  changing  a  single  line  or 
corner,  besides  the  two  I  have  named.  It  is  important 
that  we  should  keep  this  proposition  distinctly  before  us 
during  the  present  investigation.  We  shall  see,  pres- 
ently, how  the  frail  tenements  of  some  gentlemen  will 
tumble  down  about  their  heads.  It  is  well  for  them 
that  their  superstructures  are  of  light  materials,  or  the 
fall  might  be  followed  by  very  serious  consequences. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  by  any  one,  that  Congress 
has  ever  created  a  State  in  the  country  lying  north 'of 
the  east  and  west  line  named  in  the  ordinance.  Trr- 
ritories  sre  not  States.  Will  a  member  of  this  Hoube 
contend  that  the  erection  of  a  Territory  is  the  creation  of 
a  Bute,  within  the  meaning  of  the  proviso?  To  such  a 
gentleman  I  have  no  arguments  to  address.  All  attempts 
to  convince  him  would  be  useless;  and  I  shall  not  trouble 
myself  to  assail  him  in  his  stronghold.  If  no  State  has 
been  established  by  which  the  boundaries  of  Ohio  have 
been  changed,  then  she  still  extends  to  the  Canada 
line,  unless  her  limits  have  been  altered  by  compact. 
These,  it  most  be  remembered,  are  the  only  modes  in 
which  a  change  can  take  place.  What  are  the  facts  in 
reference  to  this  question? 

In  1802,  when  Congress  passed  a  law  authorizing  Ohio 
to  form  a  constitution,  preparatory  to  her  admission  into 
the  Union,  tbe  Federal  Government  proposed  by  that 
act  a  change  of  boundaries  for  Ohio;  bindmg  her  on  the 
north  by  a  line  due  east  from  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake 
Michigan.  It  was  entirely  optional  with  Ohio  to  accept 
or  reject  this  proposition.  Suppose  she  had  rejected  it, 
what  would  have  been  the  consequence?  Nothing  in 
the  world  except  that  she  might  have  been  kept  out  of 
the  Union  until  she  had  60,000  free  inhsbitants,  and  then 
they  would  have  been  compelled  to  admit  her.  She 
would  have  come  in,  too,  with  her  boundaries  running 
through  to  the  Canada  line,  unless  Congress  had  made 
a  new  State  to  prevent  it.  A  Territory  would  not  have 
answered  the  purpose. 

Ohio  could  not  only  accept  or  reject  this  proposition, 
absolutely,  but  she  might  accept  it  with  modifications  or 
conditions.  She  did  the  latter.  When  her  convention 
met,  they  sgreed  to  accept  the  boundary  proposed  to 
them  by  Congress,  provided,  when  the  east  line  should 
be  run,  it  would  give  them  the  Maumee  bay;  but  if  it 
did  not,  then  they  declared  that  line  should  not  be  ac- 
cepted as  their  boundary,  nor  binding  upon  the  Stale  as 


such;  but  their  line  should  run  from  the  southerly  bend 
of  Lake  Michigan  to  tbe  most  northerly  cape  of  Mauaiee 
bay.  Here  was  a  proposition-made  by  Congress  to  change 
the  line;  the  State  accepted  it  upon  condition,  and  re- 
turned this  acceptance  to  Con|press  with  her  constitu- 
tion; Congress  made  no  objection  to  the  conditional  ac^ 
ceptance,  but  ratified  the  constitution,  and  admitted  the 
State  into  the  Union.  Who  can  misunderstand  the  rights 
of  the  parties  under  such  circumstances*  They  are  too 
palpable  to  be  misconceived  for  a  moment.  The  State 
yields  all  her  claim  to  the  country  north  of  a  line  drawn 
from  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  north 
cape  of  Maumee  bay,  and  she  yields  nothing  more.  She 
agrees,  however,  that  if  a  due  east  line  from  the  south- 
ern bend  of  the  lake  will  give  her  the  bay,  then  she  will 
yield  all  the  country  north  of  thai  line.  The  line  which 
is  to  be  her  true  boundary  is  not  fixed,  and  cannot  be, 
till  the  survey  is  made;  but  one  or  the  other  is  to  be  her 
limit,  according  as  the  bay  shall  be  included,  or  exclu- 
ded, by  the  due  east  line. 

The  fetal  error  which  pervades  all  the  reasoning  of 
the  friends  of  Michigan  is,  that  they  look  upon  Congresa 
as  having  the  right  to  prescribe  limits  to  Ohio,  in  the  act 
of  1803.  It  is  no  such  thing.  Congress  did  not  attempt 
to  assign  to  Ohio  any  boundary,  other  than  the  one  fixed 
in  the  ordinance,  except  by  her  own  consent.  Congresa 
had  no  such  power.  The  equitable  and  legal  title  were 
both  vested  in  Ohio,  to  all  the  country  through  to  the 
British  line.  There  is  no  parallel  between  the  case  of 
Ohio  and  that  of  a  State  carved  out  of  lands  acquired 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  In  the  Utter  case.  Congress  lays 
out  a  State  to  suit  its  own  views  of  propriety;  but  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  the  title  was  in  the  SUtes,  and  not  in 
the  Federal  Government  Hence,  all  that  has  been  said 
about  the  equitable  title  to  this  disputed  region  being  in 
Ohio,  and  tbe  legal  title  in  Michigan,  or  in  the  General 
Government,  is  wholljr  erroneous.  It  is  an  error  spring- 
ing from  the  supposition  that  the  legal  title  was  in  Con- 
g^ress  at  the  time  Ohio  came  into  the  Union;  wheress, 
since  the  ordinance  of  1787,  the  legal  title  had  never  been 
in  the  Federal  Government,  but  had  remained  in  the 
State.  She  agreed  to  relinquish  it  upon  a  continf^ncy; 
or  rather  she  sgreed  to  part  with  it,  unless  a  contingen- 
cy did  happen;  and  then  she  would  retain  it.  Very  well: 
the  contingency  has  happened.  The  line  you  proposed 
does  not  give  us  the  bsy,  and  we  hold  on  to  the  cape 
line. 

tt  msy  be  asked,  if  we  have  never  fully  conveyed  our 
title  to  the  disputed  iurisdiction;  if  both  the  legal  and 
equitable  title  are  in  the  State,  why  we  ask  CongrekS  for 
any  action  upon  the  subject?  I  reply,  that  you  have  em- 
barrassed our  title  and  encumbered  our  possession.  Be- 
lieving that  the  east  line  would  give  us  all  we  wanted, 
you  have  hastily  legislated  upon  the  subject;  assumed  ju- 
risdiction, and  allowed  others,  under  color  of  your  laws, 
to  claim  possession;  and  we  ask  you  to  set  these  things 
right,  by  withdrawing  from  it  yourselves,  and  removing 
your  tenants.  We  ask  nothing  more.  This  we  have  a 
right  to  expect,  for  it  is  but  the  dictate  of  common  justice. 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  here  as  giving  sanction 
to  the  opinion,  that  in  a  question  of  jurisdiction  like  this, 
between  two  Governftients,  there  b  any  distinction  be- 
tween legal  and  equitable  rights.  That  is  a  distinction 
for  courts,  to  be  made  and  maintained  among  individuals. 
States  and  nations  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Who  ever 
heard  of  legal  and  equitable  rights,  arising  out  of  a  treaty 
or  compact  between  France  and  England,  or  between 
any  other  independent  nstions^  If  no  such  distinction 
exists  there,  neither  can  it  here;  for  except  so  far  as  pow- 
ers have  been  granted  by  the  federal  constitution,  the 
Slates  of  this  Union  are  just  as  independent  of  each  other, 
and  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  they  are  of  any  nation 
in  Europe,  or  as  the  nations  of  Europe  are  of  each  other. 
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They  have  a  right  to  enter  into  compacts  and  agreements, 
except  such  as  arc  forbidden  by  the  constitution;  and  un- 
less that  instrument  has  provided  an  arbiter  to  settle  dis- 
putes arising  from  such  compacts,  then  each  party  must 
judge  for  itself  of  the  true  construction  to  be  given  to 
the  ai^reemeni;  and  if  they  differ,  it  can  only  be  settled 
by  compromise,  as  all  the  serious  difficulties  in  our  Gov- 
ernment  always  have  been   and  always  will  be  settled. 
As  to  legal  and  equitable  rights  in  such  cases,  in  a  dis. 
pute  between  the  General  Government  and  a  State,  where 
the  constitution  does  not  allow  a  suit  to  be  brought,  it  is 
idle  to  talk  about  it.     No  action  of  trespass  or  ejectment, 
no  bill  in  equity  or  writ  of  injunction,  can  be  instituted 
or  obtained  by  one  of  these  parties  against  the  other.  Ii 
is  a  question  between  two  sovereignties,  with  regard  to 
the  force,  construction,  and  bearing  of  a  solemn  agree- 
ment, executed  more  than  thirty  years  ago.     Although 
the  sovereignty  of  the  States  and  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment is  strictly  a  limited  sovereignty,  yet,  so  far  as  this 
affair  is  concerned,  therie  is  no  limitation;  for  it  is  a  pact 
made  which  was  literally  within  the  scope  of  the  powers 
respectively  guarantied  to  them;  and  in  all  such  matters 
they  are  supreme  and  sovereign.     As  to  Michigan,  she 
was  no  party  to  the  original  agreement;  she  has  no  vested 
rights  under  the  ordinance,  for  she  is  not  known  in  it, 
and  sh«  has  never  been  laid  of!  as  a  State  .under  the  au- 
thority reserved  to  Congress  in  1787.     Consequently, 
she  is  no  party  to  this  controversy;  and  the  attempt  to 
thrust  her  forwsrd  as  a  party,  and  then  let  the  General 
Government  in  as  a  judge,  to  decide  between  us,  is  all  a 
trick,  which  is  too  shallow  to  impose  upon  any  sensible 
man's  understanding.     The  Federal  Government  is  an 
interested  party,  just  as  much  so  as  Ohio;  and  it  has  no 
more  or  better  right  to  decide  this  question  than  Ohio. 
True,  it  is  stronger;  and  if  power  gives  right,  then  it  has 
it;  but  not  otherwise. 

No  one  has  been  so  wild  yet  as  to  contend  that  Con- 
gress can  alter  the  lines  of  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 
The  territorial  jurisdiction  of  eaoh  State  is  as  far  removed 
from  the  control  of  Congress  as  the  regulation  of  her 
State  revenue,  or  the  modification  of  her  poor  laws.  If 
Congress  could  at  pleasure  dismember  a  State;  could 
cut  off  a  few  counties  from  one,  and  add  them  to  another; 
then  our  liberties  would  indeed  be  held  by  a  frail  tenure. 
Apply  this  principle  to  the  case  under  consideration. 
In  1787,  Congress,  having  a  complete  and  perfect  title, 
both  to  soil  and  jurisdiction,  divided  the  country  into 
tfaree  States,  securing  to  them  certain  rights,  and,  among 
others,  the  right  to  come  into  the  Union  whenever  either 
of  thenn  should  have  60,000  inhsbitants,  and  sooner,  if 
convenient.  Authority  was  reserved,  at  the  same  time, 
to  alter  their  boundaries,  by  making  one  or  two  new 
Slates  next  to  the  Canada  line,  if  Congress  should  at 
some  future  period  think  it  expedient.  In  1802,  Ohio 
asked  permission  to  come  into  the  Union,  and  Congress 
granted  it,  approved  of  her  constitution,  and  received 
her  among  the  other  State?,  upon  terms  of  equslity  with 
the  old  thirteen.  This  was  done;  too,  without  Congress 
having:  cut  off  any  part  of  Ohio  for  a  new  State;  conse- 
quently, she  came  into  the  Union  with  all  the  territory 
given  her  by  the  ordinance,  unless  she  consented  to  some 
alteration.  To  what  did  she  consent?  Why,  Congress 
proposed  to  her  a  new  limit  for  her  northern  boundary, 
instead  of  the  Canada  line,  which  was  to  be  an  east  line 
from  the  southern  bend  of  Lake  Michigan.  To  (his  she 
never  did  assent,  and  of  course  it  never  was  her  true 
line.  But  she  did  agree  to  take  it,  provided,  upon  actual 
survey,  it  should  give  her  the  bay;  and  if  not,  then  the 
line  should  be  varied  to  the  north  from  the  starting  place, 
so  as  to  give  her  Maumee  bay.  Which  of  these  two 
linf  s  was  to  be  her  boundary,  no  one  knew  at  the  time 
she  came  into  the  Union.  The  due  east  one  was  the 
temporary  line  until  a  survey  should  be  made;  and  Con- 
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gresa  supposed,  as  did  the  people  of  Ohio  generally, 
that  this  line  would  give  us  the  bay.  Hence,  Congress 
made  that  the  southern  line  of  Michigan,  surveyed  public 
lands  up  to  that  line,  and  acted,  in  all  respects,  as  if  it 
were  the  settled  boundary  of  the  State.  Hence,  too,  for 
several  years,  Ohio,  as  a  State,  took  no  particular  interest 
in  the  matter,  believing  that  the  east  line  would-  give  us 
all  we  wanted;  but  she  never,  for  a  moment,  relinquished 
or  abandoned  her  claim;  and  if  gentlemen  will  look  into 
th&  legislative  action  of  Ohio  upon  this  subject,  they  wiU 
find  that  it  is  nO  new  question,  nor  has  any  new  ground 
been  assumed  by  the  State.  Instead  of  believing  that  it 
is  a  Van  Buren  and  Harrison  contest,  or  that  we  are 
taking  advantage  of  Michigan  just  at  the  moment  when 
she  is  coming  into  the  Union,  or  that  it  is  a  case  of  the 
strong  against  the  weak,  they  will  find  that  we  have  been 
trying  for  thirty  years  to  get  this  question  adjusted;  that 
nineteen  twentieths  of  the  people  of  Ohio  entertain  the 
same  opinions  with  regard  to  our  rights;  that  it  is  a  case 
of  I  he  strong  against  the  weak,  for  it  is  the  General  Gov- 
ernment withholding  from  Ohio  what  is  her  just  righti 
and  that  we  are  pressing  our  claim  the  more  earnestly 
now,  because,  after  this  long  delay,  instead  of  granting  us 
our  claim,  you  tell  us  that  we  have  none,  and  that  the 
country  belongs  to  Michigan.  It  is  high  time  for  us  to 
be  up  and  doing,  under  such  circumstances. 

There  were  further  provisions  in  the  compact  between 
Ohio  and  the  Federal  Government  in  1802-'3,  when  we 
came  into  the  Union.  Congress  can  no  more  add  to, 
than  it  can  take  from,  the  territory  of  a  State,  without 
its  consent.  At  the  same  time  that  they  proposed  this 
change  in  our  northern  line,  and  we  accepted  it  upon 
condition,  they  imposed  upon  us  another  condition  in  re- 
gard to  the  country  lying  between  us  and  the  Canada  line. 
Congress  was  not  prepared,  at  that  period,  to  say  wheth- 
er there  ought  ever  to  be  one  or  two  States  formed  in 
that  region,  agreeably  to  the  reservation  in  the  ordinance 
of  1787;  and  they  reserved  by  law,  when  we  came  into 
the  Union,  the  right  to  attach  that  whole  country  to  Ohio, 
if  they  should  think  proper  to  do  so  at  any  future  period. 
Ohio  agreed  to  this,  and  came  into  the  Union;  and,  not- 
withstanding all  we  have  heard  here  and  elsewhere  about 
the  vested  rights  of  Michigan,  Congress  can  to-morrow 
dissolve  her  Territorial  Government,  reject  all  her  propo- 
sitions to  become  a  State,  and  attach  her  to  the  State  of 
Ohio.  It  would  break  no  compact,  infringe  upon  no 
agreement,  and  violate  no  pledge  of  public  faith,  for 
none  baa  ever  been  given  that  she  should  have  a  State 
Government,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  All  the 
lamentations,  therefore,  which  have  been  poured  forth 
over  (he  multiplied  wrongs  of  Michigan,  have  been  sup- 
plied by  fountains  possessing  no  real  existence,  and 
which  can  only  be  successfully  sought  for  in  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  mourners. 

Congress  have  never  decided,  to  this  day,  whether 
there  shall  be  one  or  two  States  in  the  country  along  the 
British  line  or  not.  They  have  admitted  the  three  ori- 
ginal States  of  the  ordinance  into  the  Union,  and  by 
agreements  with  each  one  of  them  their  limits  have  been 
curtailed,  and  the  power  retained  by  Congress  to  still  ex- 
tend them  to  the  Canada  frontier,  if  they  think  proper, 
by  adding  all  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  to  them.  We  can- 
not object  to  It;  nor  can  the  Territories  do  so.  We  de- . 
sire  no  such  arrangement;  it  will  never  be  made.  But, 
in  discussing  rights,  it  is  necessary  to  advert  to  these 
things  to  show  how  perfectly  absurd  are  the  arguments 
advanced  here  against  Ohio. 

The  right  of  Congress  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  the 
country  north  of  the  line  running  through  the  southerly 
bend  of  Lake  Michigan  was  perfect  and  indisputable. 
They  could  make  one  State  or  two,  as  they  pleased. 
They  could  include  the  whole  country  north  of  that  line 
in  the  State  or  States  so  formed;  or  they  could  occupy 
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but  a  part  of  it,  and  attach  the  remainder  to  the  three 
States  bordering  on  the  Ohio  river.  The  States  are  to  be 
created  in  the  country,  and  not  out  of  it{  they  may  take 
the  whole,  or  a  part,  as  best  suits  the  public  convenience. 
Until  recently,  no  one  ever  supposed  that  this  line  was 
immoveable  and  impassable.  Congress  never  so  con- 
sidered it(  for  they  have  run  the  northeast  corner  of  Ohio 
thirty  or  forty  miles  beyond  it;  the  northern  boundary  of 
Indiana  is  ten  miles  over  it{  and  Illinois  is  stretched  out 
north  of  it  for  some  forty  or  fifty  miles.  The  impassa- 
bility  of  this  line  ia  an  afterthought—a  modern  invention 
to  warrant  an  encroachment  upon  the  States  already  in 
the  Union.  Congress  could,  originally,  before  these 
States  were  admitted,  have  extended  the  fourth  or  fif\h 
Bute  entirely  down  to  this  due  eist  line,  because  they 
bad  the  whole  country  before  them,  and  could  form  the 
States  of  such  size  and  in  such  shape  as  they  chose;  or 
they  might  have  stopped  ss  far  north  of  the  line  as 
aeemed  expedient,  leaving  the  balance  of  the  country  to 
be  attached  to  the  other  three  States.  But  this  authority 
no  longer  exists.  By  admitting  the  three  States,  before 
they  exercised  it,  these  States  acquired  rights  of  which 
Congress  cannot  deprive  them.  All  attempts,  therefore, 
to  cut  off*  a  part  of  their  territory,  m  ith  a  view  of  en- 
larging Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  and  making  them  in 
shape,  size,  and  position,  what  it  is  supposed  the  Con- 
gress of  1787  intended  they  should  be,  are  as  unconsti- 
tutional and  unwarrantable  as  it  would  be  to  separate  a 
range  of  counties  along  the  Ohio  river,  and  attach  them 
to  Kentucky.  The  title  of  every  State  to  all  she  brought 
into  the  Union,  whether  absolute  or  conditional,  is  as 
perfect  upon  her  northern  as  upon  her  southern  frontier, 
and  the  rights  which  Congress  either  waived  or  relin- 
quished, at  the  time  of  admisaion^  can  never  be  resumed 
by  a  subsequent  act  of  legislation. 

1  waive  the  examination  of  the  equity  of  our  claim,  as 
it  has  been  called,  by  insisting  upon  the  understanding 
%nd  expectation  of  all  i^arties  at  the  time  of  our  admis- 
■ion,  and  the  hopes  encouraged  by  Congress  that  Ohio 
ahould  have  the  bay.  Neither  will  I  attempt  to  prove 
that  the  one  we  claim  is  the  natural  boundary  of  our 
State,  and  that  without  it  our  public  works  and  those  of 
Indiana  must  terminate  in  another  State,  allowing  them 
to  levy  tribute  upon  ua  forever,  and  building  up  a  great 
'oitjr  for  them  by  our  commerce,  industry*  and  enter- 
prise. I  will  not  advert  to  maps  then  in  existence,  to 
prove  that,  at  the  time  we  came  into  the  Union,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  most  approved  maps  in  the  country,  a  line 
drawn  due  eaat  from  the  southern  bend  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan would  have  given  us  the  Haumee  bay  and  a  large 
•cope  of  country  farther  north«  so  that  we  are  not  claim- 
in  as  much,  by  many  miles,  as  we  might  ask  for  upon 
well-known  principles  of  Justice  and  equity.  I  pass  by 
all  these  and  many  other  considerations  that  might  be 
urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  plant  my 
standard  upon  the  compact.  I  rely  upon  the  oi'dinance; 
upon  the  agreement  at  the  time  we  entered  the  Union, 
and  the  survey,  which  proves  that  the  east  line  doea  not 
give  us  the  bay.  These  three  constitute  a  title  that  all 
the  sophists  and  declaimers  in  the  world  cannot  shake. 
The  ordinance  gives  us  all  the  country  to  Canada^  by 
the  agreement  we  relinquish  all  of  it  down  to  the  Mau- 
mee  bay,  retaining  that  within  our  limits;  and  by  the  sur- 
vey we  prove  that  the  east  tine  does  not  include  the  bay, 
thereby  establishing  our  right  to  the  cape  line.  Gentle- 
men may  cavil  as  they  please  upon  this  question.  The 
advocates  of  Michigan  may  seek  to  obscure  it  by  argu- 
ments and  sophistry;  but  the  strong,  bold,  and  promi- 
nent features  of  the  case  must  strike  every  man  with 
conviction,  who  will  examine  the  facts  and  the  laws  fur 
himself,  instead  of  depending  upon  newspaper  articles 
for  information,  or  listening  to  the  statements  of  those 
who  are  interested  or  prejudiced  against  the  State  of  Ohio. 


For  my  own  part,  I  have  studied  this  question  care* 
fully  and  attentively  for  yearst  and  I  do  moat  conscien- 
tiously declare,  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  that  if  thia  were  % 
controveray  between  two  individuals,  and  the  one  occu* 
pylng  the  relation  of  the  Federal  Government  were  to 
refuse  the  other  an  act  of  justice  such  as4hat  now  de- 
manded by  Ohio,  he  would  subject  himself  to  the  scorn 
and  indignation  of  every  honest  man  and  good  citisen  in 
the  whole  community.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
Congreas  will  place  itself  in  an  attitude  that  would  be 
disgraceful  to  a  private  citizen.  If  they  come  to  that 
determination,  the/  will,  of  course,  make  up  their  minds 
beforehand  to  assume  the  responsibility,  and  meet  all  the 
consequences  of  such  an  unjuat  and  unfortunate  decision. 
I  will  detain  the  House  no  longer  upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  but  pass  on  to  aome  obiectiona  that  haye 
been  offered  to  other  parts  of  the  bill.  It  is  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  Ohio  are  against 
the  admission  of  Michinn,  or  Arkansas  either,  into  this 
Union.  Such  is  not  the  public  sentiment  of  our  State. 
We  are  anxious  to  have  the  boundary  question  settled* 
and  settled  correctly,  before  Michigan  comes  in;  and  our 
State  has  instructed  us  to  oppose  her  admission  until  the 
difficulty  is  removed.  But  beyond  that  we  have  no  wish 
to  embarrass  her;  nor  do  we  entertain  a  single  unkind 
feeliog  towards  her  people,  however  we  may  disapprove 
the  conduct  of  some  of  her  public  officers.  I  am  for 
this  bill,  therefore,  throughout.  The  State  ought  to 
be  admitted.  Not,  to  be  aure,  becauae  she  has  a 
vested  right  to  come  in,  but  becauae  they  are  our  fel« 
low-citizens,  occupying  a  large,  fertile,  and  valuable 
tract  of  country,  already  conuining  one  hundred  thou* 
sand  inhabitants,  and  daily  filling  up  with  a  free,  induatri- 
ous,  enterprising,  and  reapectable  population,  who  ought 
to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  that  are  granted  to  other 
American  citizens.  This  they  connot  do  unless  you 
give  them  a  State  government  and  admit  them  into  the 
Union. 

One  of  the  principal  objections  urged  against  their  ad- 
mission at  this  time  ii^  that  their  proceedinga  have  been 
lawless  and  revolutionary;  and  that,  for  the  example'a 
sake,  if  for  no  other  reaaon,  we  should  reject  their  ap- 
plication, and  force  them  to  go  back  and  do  all  their 
work  over  again.     1  cannot  aaaent  to  this  proposition. 

Two  ways  are  open  to  every  Territory  that  desires  to 
emerge  from  its  dependent  condition  and  beeume  • 
State.  It  may  either  petition  Congress  (or  lesve  to  fornn 
a  State  constitution,  and,  when  that  permittion  is  given, 
proceed  to  form  it,  and  present  the  new  State  constitu- 
tion for  our  approbation;  or  tbey  may  meet,  in  the  firat 
instance,  form  the  constitution,  and  offer  it  for  our  ap« 
proval.  There  is  no  impropriety  in  either  mode.  It  ia 
optional  with  Congress,  at  last,  to  admit  the  State  or  not, 
as  may  be  thought  expedient.  If  they  wish  to  admit  her, 
they  can  do  it  by  two  acts  of  Congress;  one  to  authorize 
the  formation  of  a  constitution,  and  the  other  to  approve 
of  it  when  made;  or  by  one  act,  allowing  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  to  become  a  State,  and  approving  of  their 
constitution  at  the  same  time.  This  latter  course  is  the 
one  adopted  in  the  present  case.  There  is  nothing  dia- 
respectful  in  it.  Indeed,  there  ia  much  to  justify  the 
Territory  in  its  proceeding.  Tear  after  year  they  peti- 
tioned for  leave  to  form  a  constitution,  and  it  was  re- 
fused, or  their  application  waa  treated  with  neglect. 
Wearied  with  repeated  instances  of  this  treatment,  they 
have  formed  a  constitution,  brought  it  to  us,  and  asked 
us  to  sanction  it,  and  admit  them  into  the  Union.  We 
have  the  authority  to  do  this;  and  if  their  constitution  ia 
republican,  we  ought  to  do  it.  There  is  no  weight  in 
this  objection,  and  1  will  dismiss  it  without  further  remark. 
It  is  said  they  have  fixed  the  boundaries  of  the  new 
State,  making  them  a  part  of  their  constitution;  and  aa 
this  bill  establishes  different  boundaries,  there  wUl  be  an 
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incon^fruity  in  the  proceedings,  and  all  that  part  of  our 
act  will  either  be  null  and  roid,  or  it  will  be  an  altera- 
tion of  a  State  constitution  by  law  of  Congress.  It  is 
supposed,  too,  that  by  their  admission  into  the  Union 
we  sanction  the  constitution,  and  that  it  will  become 
valid  by  relation  back  from  the  date  of  its  existence;  and 
the  subsequent  legislation  of  Congress  will  have  no  in- 
fluence upon  it.  This  is  a  subtle,  lawycrlike  objection, 
and  seems  to  have  some  weight;  but  I  will  show  that  it  Is 
entitled  to  no  consideration. 

In  the  first  place,  they  have  fixed  oo  boundaries  for  the 
SUte.  Ohio,  and  most  if  not  all  of  the  new  States, 
have  described  their  boundaries  expressly  in  their  con- 
stitutions; but  no  such  thing  is  attempted  here.  They 
say,  "  We,  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  do 
form  ourselves  into  an  independent  State."  It  is  the 
people  Bving  within  that  Territory  who  form  themselves 
into  a  distinct  politicil  community;  but  the  precise  limits 
within  which  this  new  State  or  community  is  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  remains  undefined,  and  to  be  settled  thereaf- 
ter. No  boundaries  being  given,  therefore,  by  the  con- 
stitution, it  is  the  province  as  well  as  the  duly  of  Con- 
gress to  prescribe  them. 

Will  they  be  obligatory  upon  the  people  when  they 
are  prescribed?  How  can  it  be  doubted?  The  bill  be- 
fore us  requires  the  people  of  Michigan  to  elect  dele- 
gates to  a  convention;  Who,  upon  meetmg  together,  shall 
express  and  declare  the  assent  of  the  people  to  these 
boundaries,  and  then  they  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  not  until  then.  How  can  there  be  any  diffi- 
culty on  the  score  of  boundaries,  if  a  new  convention 
shtll  meet  and  assent  to  the  alterations  now  made? 

Let  us  look  at  the  other  objection,  namely,  that,  by 
admitting  the  State,  we  sanction  the  constitution,  and 
make  it  valid  from  the  day  of  iU  date;  and  if  so^  our  le- 
gislation will  be  inoperative.  The  first  weak  point  in  the 
objection  is  this:  the  law  which  we  psss  gives  validity 
to  the  constitution,  and  yet,  the  moment  life  is  infused 
into  it,  we  are  to  suppose  that  it  receives  power  to  de- 
stroy the  provisions  of  the  law  which  called  it  into  ex- 
istence! This  cannot  be.  Its  life  is  derived  from  the 
law,  and  yet  it  destroys  the  law  which  imparts  that  life. 
Can  the  stream  rise  higher  than  its  fountain^  Can  the 
creature  overpower  and  destroy  its  creator,  and  still 
live  and  enjoy  its  faculties  and  powers  unimpaired?  Can 
an  agent  disobey  his  principal,  violate  his  instructions, 
and  rise  above  all  his  commands,  and  still  bind  him  by 
his  agreementf,  and  claim  to  be  acting  under  his  authority  ? 
These  things  involve  an  absurdity  too  monstrous  to  ad- 
mit of  discussion.  The  constitution  derives  its  authority, 
so  far  as  the  other  States  and  Federal  Government  are 
concerned,  entirely  from  the  law  of  Congress.  It  is  sub- 
ject to  such  restrictions  and  modifications  as  the  law  may 
impose.  It  is  now  a  dead  letter,  and  must  continue  so 
forever,  until  it  receives  our  sanction;  and  it  will  date 
its  validity,  as  against  all  but  its  own  citizens,  from  the 
time  when  that  sanction  is  complete.  Previous  to  that 
period,  it  is  no  more  to  Congress,  to  Ohio,  or  to  any 
other  State  in  the  Union,  than  a  piece  of  white  paper. 
It  is  an  instrument  drawn  up  according  to  all  the  forms 
of  law,  lying  upon  the  table,  waiting  for  the  parties  to 
sign  and  seal  it.  Although  it  may  be  dated  upon  the  1st 
of  January,  vet  if  it  be  not  executed  till  March,  it  Ukes 
effect  only  from  the  date  of  its  execution. 

Another  objection  is,  that  aliens  have  aided  in  making 
this  constitution,  and  are  allowed  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
all  elections  by  the  provisions  it  contains.  As  to  the  first 
point,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  all  the  new  States  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  formed  their  constitutions  precisely  in 
the  same  way.  The  ordinance  of  178r  does  not  require 
sixty  thousand  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  be  resi- 
dent within  the  limits  of  a  new  State,  in  order  to 
authorize  a  constitution  and  admission  into  the  Union. 


It  requires  that  number  of  <*free  inhabitants;"  and  the 
alien  who  resides  there,  if  he  be  a  ''free  inhabitant,"  is 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention; and  afterwards  in  deciding  whether  the  people 
will  accept  the  constitution  formed  by  their  convention. 
Such  has  been  the  construction  and  practice  in  all  the 
country  north  of  the  Ohio;  and  as  the  last  census  shows 
that  there  are  but  a  few  hundreds  of  aliens  in  Michigan, 
it  would  be  hard  to  set  aside  their  constitution,  because 
some  of  these  may  have  participated  in  its  formation.  It 
would  be  unjust  to  do  so,  if  we  had  the  power;  but  we 
have  no  authority  to  do  it;  for  if  we  regard  the  ordi- 
nance as  of  any  validity,  it  allows  all  <*  free  inhabitants"  to 
vote  in  framing  the  State  governments  which  are  to  be 
created  within  the  sphere  of  its  influence.  We  will  now 
turn  to  the  remain mg  point  in  this  objection,  and  w^ 
shall  see  that  it  has  no  more  force  in  it  than  the  other. 

The  constitution  allows  all  white  male  citiaens  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  having  resided  six  months  in 
Michigan,  to  vote  at  all  elections;  and  every  white  male 
inhabitant  residing  in  the  State  at  the  time  of  signing  the 
constitution  is  allowed  the  same  privilege.  These  pro- 
visions undoubtedly  confer  on  aliens  the  right  of  suff'rage; 
and  it  is  contended  that  they  are  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  That  instrument  declafes 
that  *'  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into 
this  Union;"  that  *<  the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to 
every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment;" and  that  <*  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States."  The  ordinance  of  17B7  provides  that 
the  constitution  to  be  formed  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
*<  shall  be  republican." 

It  is  an  error  not  very  uncommon  to  suppose  that  the 
right  of  suffrage  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  privi- 
lege of  citizenship.  A  slight  investigation  of  the  subject 
will  prove  that  this  is  not  so.  The  privileges  are  totally 
distinct.  A  State  cannot  make  an  American  citizen  who, 
under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  rights  of  citizenship  throughout  the  Union^ 
The  power  belongs  to  the  Federal  Government.  We 
pass  all  the  naturalization  laws,  by  which  aliens  are  trans- 
formed into  citizens.  We  do  so  under  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  conceding  to  us  this  authority. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  no  control  over  the 
right  of  suffrage  in  the  different  States.  That  belongs 
exclusively  to  State  legislation  and  State  authority.  It 
varies  in  almost  all  the  States;  and  yet  who  ever  sup- 
posed that  Congress  could  interfere  to  change  the  rules 
adopted  by  the  people  in  regard  to  it?  No  one,  I  pre- 
sume. Why  then  attempt  to  control  it  here?  Other 
States  have  adopted  the  same  provisions.  Look  at  the 
constitutions  of  Ohio  and  other  new  States,  and  you  will 
find  that  they  require  residence  only,  and  not  citizen- 
ship, to  enable  a  man  to  vote.  Each  State  can  confer 
this  right  upon  all  persons  within  her  limits.  It  gives 
them  no  rigtits  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  It  can- 
not make  them  citizens,  for  that  would  violate  the  natu- 
ralization laws;  or,  rather,  it  would  render  them  nugatory. 
It  cannot  give  them  a  right  to  vote  in  any  other  State, 
for  that  would  infringe  upon  the  authority  of  such  State 
to  regulate  its  own  affairs.  It  simply  confers  the  right 
of  aiding  in  the  choice  of  public  officers  whilst  the  alien 
remains  in  the  State;  it  does  not  make  him  a  citizen;  nor 
is  it  of  the  slightest  advantage  to  him  beyond  the  bound- 
aries of  Michigan. 

But  it  is  said  aliens  may  elect  a  member  to  this  House; 
or  elect  members  of  the  Legislature,  who  will  elect  Sen- 
ators to  the  other  House  of  Congress.  True,  they  nuiy 
do  SO;  and  bow  are  we  to  prevent  it?  The  federal  con- 
stitution makes  no  provision  upon  this  subject,  except 
to  declare  that  Representatives  to  this  House  shall  be 
elected  by  •*  people,"  (not  citizensj  who  "  have  the 
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qualifications  reqaisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislature."    But  the  qualifica- 
tions requisite  to  vote  for  the  House  of  Representatives, 
or  House  of  Commons,  in  each  State,  is  left  entirely  to 
State  regulation.    If  aliens  are  allowed  to  vote  for  mem- 
bers of  this  Houst*,  and  the  election  shall  be  contested, 
it  will  be  time  enough  then  for  us  to  enter  at  large  into 
the  question  whether  such  votes  shall  be  retained  or  re- 
jected.    For  the  present,  it  is  enough  for  our  purpose 
that  there  is  nothing  upon  the  face  of  this  constitution 
that  conflicts  with  that  of  the  United  States.  Similar  ob- 
servations will  apply  to  the  case  of  a  United  States  Sena- 
tor.    Who  would  think  of  contesting  his  seat,  because  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  voted  for  him,  who  had 
himself  been  elected  in  part  by  aliens?    No  one,  I  ap- 
prehend, would  carry  his  refinements  upon  principles  of 
government  quite  that  far;  but  if  be  should,  the  Senate 
will  determine  the  contest  when  it  is  brought  before 
them.    We  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  upon  the  present 
occasion.     If  this  constitution  does  not  set  up  a  rule 
plainly  at  variance  with  the  federal  constitution,  we  are 
bound  to  receive  it.     All  we  can  do  is,  to  inquire  if  it 
be  a  republican  constitution,  and  not  inconsistent  with 
the  paramount  law  of  the  Union?    The  objection  to  this 
instrument  seems  to  be  that  it  is  too  republican;  it  ex- 
tends the  right  of  suffrage  entirely  too  far  to  suit  the 
views  of  certain  gentlemen.     It  is  seldom,  nowadays, 
that  we  meet  with  an  instrument  of  this  solemn  charac- 
ter, to  which  such  an  objection  will  apply.    Most  of 
them  run  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  instead  of  carry- 
ing out,  practically,  the  great  principle  that  man  is  capa- 
ble of  self-government,' and  can  be  safely  intrusted  with 
the  management  of  his  own  afFairs,  their  framers  seem 
to  have  been  solicitous  to  guard  the  people  against  them- 
selves, and  to  curtail  their  powers  and  privileges  as  much 
as  possible.    I  am  glad  to  see  a  liberal  spirit  prevailing 
in  Michigan.     Their  constitution  is  worthy  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live,  and  it  would  be  well  for  some  of  the 
older  members  of  the  confederacy  if  they  would  follow 
the  example  which  has  been  set  by  our  younj^er  sister. 

One  answer,  however,  may  be  given  to  all  these  ob- 
jections to  the  constitution,  which  is  conclusive.  Sup- 
pose we  refuse  to  admit  the  State  until  they  meet  and 
•Iter  the  constitution  to  please  our  tastes,  or  gratify  our 
peculiar  notions  upon  the  subject,  and  we  then  admit 
them  into  the  Union;  what  is  there  to  hinder  them,  the 
next  week  after  they  are  admitted,  from  calling  a  con- 
vention and  changing  the  constitution  back  to  the  very 
same  thing  it  is  at  present?  Who  can  prevent  it?  Does 
not  every  Slate  in  the  Union  possess  and  exercise  the 
right  to  alter  her  constitution  when  she  pleases,  and  as 
she  pleasest  so  that  it  still  remains  a  republican  form  of 
government?  All  attempts  at  restriction  upon  these 
new  States  must  be  futile,  so  long  as  they,  too,  have  this 
power  to  alter  and  amend.  We  cannot  force  them  to 
any  thing;  and,  if  we  intend  to  give  advice,  we  had 
much  better  advise  some  of  the  old  States  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage,  than  to  ask  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
curtail  it  within  her  borders. 

I  will  notice  another  objection  I  have  heard  urged  to 
the  bill.  It  declares  that,  upon  the  admission  of  the 
State,  the  Senators  and  Representative  who  have  been 
elected  by  said  State  shall  be  entitled  to  t>ike  their  seats 
here,  without  further  delay.  No  persons  are  nameil; 
but  the  objectors  take  it  for  granted  that  Messrs.  Lyon 
and  Norvell,  the  two  Senators,  and  Mr.  Crary,  the  Rep- 
resentative, who  are  now  here,  are  the  individuals  in- 
tended by  this  provision;  and  it  is  said  that  we  are  legis- 
lating them  into  their  seats.  If  so,  we  are  doing  wrong; 
for  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  guaranties  to 
each  House  the  right  to  judge  of  the  elections  and  quali- 
fications of  its  own  members.  Neither  House  has  a 
right  to  say  who  shall  take  a  seat  in  the  other;  and,  con- 


sequently, no  such  question  can  be  settled  by  a  law, 
which  is  the  act  of  both  Houses,  sanctioned  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  All  such  laws  would  be 
palpable  violations  of  the  constitution. 

If  the  phraseology  of  the  bill  is  consulted,  it  will  be 
perceived  that  it   neither  names  any  individuals  who 
shall  take  seats  in  Congress,  nor  does  it  apply  to  per- 
sons who  may  be  now  claiming  a  right  to  take  seatshere, 
or  to  those  who  may  have  been  heretofore  elected  by 
the  people  or  Legislature  of  Michigan.     It  speaks  of  a 
state  of  things  which  is  hereafter  to  exist,  and  not  of 
the  present  time.     When   this  bill  is  passed,  and  the 
convention  of  Michigan    have  approved  of  the  bound- 
aries given  to  the  State,  the   President    is  to  issue  a 
proclamation  declaring   that    she  is   admitted  into  the 
Union;  and  then  the  persons  who  shall  present  them- 
selves here,  claiming  seats^  if  they  have  been  elected, 
duly  elected,  will  be  entitled   to  take  their  placea  as 
members  of  the  two  Houses.     But  each  House  will  judge 
for  itself,  whether  they  have  been  elected  or  not.     No 
matter  whether  the  gentlemen  now  here,  under  their 
present  certificates  of  election,  or  under  new  ones  or 
some  other  individuals,  sent   here  by  the  State,   shall 
claim  the  seats;  each  House  will  examine  their  claims  to 
membership,  and  receive  or  reject  them,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  their  own  understandings,  without  ref- 
erence to  this  bill,  or  to  any  other  that  Congress  could 
pass  on  the  subject.     Laws  will  have  no  influence  upon 
the  pretensions  of  any  individual.     They  only  confer  a 
right  upon  the  State  to  send  members  here.    But  the 
fact  of  the  person  who  comes  being  constitutionally  and 
properly  sent,  will  be  tried  and  decided  by  each  House 
for  itself.     This  is  the  only  fair  construction  to  be  placed 
upon  the  language  used  in  the  bill.     It  might  have  been 
made  more  explicit.     But  when  a  law  is  even  suscepti- 
ble, fairly,  of  two  construction?,  that  one   should  be 
given  that  is  consistent  with  sound  sense  and  with  the 
constitution.     If  we  adhere  to  this  rule,  there  can  be  no 
possible  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  provision  now  under 
consideration. 

There  is  no  other  objection  which  has  been  raised 
against  this  measure  that  I  thirtk  it  necessary  to  combat. 
I  will  say  a  word,  in  passing,  with  regard  to  Arkansas. 
She  is  equally  entitled  to  admission  with  the  other.  Is 
her  constitution  republican?  Who  doubts  it?  Is  this  a 
time  or  place  to  discuss  abstractions?  If  her  constitution 
is  not  republican,  then  the  constitutions  of  one  half  the 
States  in  the  Union  are  not.  Are  we  prepared  to  fan  a 
flame  that  already  burns  with  a  strength  and  an  ardor 
calculated  to  startle  every  patriot  in  the  land?  I  am 
sure  that  a  large  majority  of  this  House  will  frown  down 
all  attempts  to  produce  an  excitement  that  oan  do  no 
possible  good,  and  may  be  attended  by  evils  of  the  most 
alarming  character.  Tou  have  given  her  a  Territorial 
Government,  and  ingrafted  institutions  upon  it  by  your 
own  laws.  She  is  on  the  southern  side  of  the  line  drawn 
by  the  "compromise"  of  the  « Missouri  question.'* 
She  has  asked  you  repeatedly  for  leave  to  form  a  State 
Government,  and  you  have  neglected  her,  as  you  did 
Michigan.  She  has  at  length  acted,  and  framed  a  con* 
stitution,  which  she  respectfully  asks  you  to  accept  and 
ratify,  and  allow  her  to  come  into  the  Union.  How  can 
she  be  refused?  She  has  the  requisite  cumber  of  in- 
habitants. They  are  our  friends  and  fellow.citizens, 
and  are  entitled  to  a  full  participation  in  all  the  benefits 
of  the  Union. 

With  regard  to  objections  to  their  constitution,  the 
same  remarks  may  be  made  that  were  applied  to  the 
other  State.  Compel  them  to  change  it;  admit  them; 
and  perhaps  the  next  week  they  will  call  a  convention 
and  amend  it,  so  as  to  restore  the-same  features  to  which 
you  raised  the  objection.  The  people  of  these  new 
communities  deserve  kindness  at  our  bands.     They  aro 
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under  our  protection  and  gutrdiantbip;  and  now,  when 
they  are  about  to  set  up  for  tbemselves,  we  ougbt  to 
manifeat  the  affection  of  a  parent*  and  the  Mlicitude  of 
a  friend,  for  their  future  welfare.  By  this  means. we 
ahall  secure  their  gratitude  and  esteem,  and  rivet  their 
attachment  to  a  Union  which,  in  its  practical  operation, 
dispenses  so  large  an  amount  of  individual  and  general 
happiness  to  the  citizens  of  this  great  republic. 

1  shall  vote,  then,  against  the  amendment  now  propo- 
sed, because  it  is  unnecessary,  and  its  adoption  may 
cause  the  bill  to  be  lost  in  the  Senate.     1  shall  vote 
against  all  amendments  that  may   be  offered,  fur  the 
same  reasons.     As  the  bill  now  stands,  it  gives  to  Ohio 
all  she  asks,  and  it  provides  amply  for  Michigan.    There 
is  no  necessity  for  an  idteration  or  amendment;  and  no 
one  who  is  a  friend  to  the  principal  features  of  the  bill 
should  risk  its  final  defeat  by  voting  to  cliange  its  details. 
Let  us  adhere  to  it,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate.     We 
have  the  whole  subject  now  under  our  own  control. 
We  can  put  an  end  to  a  most  distracting  contest,  that 
has  agitated  our  country  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  most  remote  settlement  upon 
he  frontier.     There  was  a  time  when  the  most  painful 
anxiety  pervaded  the  whole  nation;  and  whilst  each  one 
waited  with  feverish  impatience  for  further  intelligence  < 
from  the  disputed  territory,  he  trembled  lest  the  ensuing 
mail  should  bear  the  disastrous  tidings  of  a  civil  strife  in 
which  brother  had  fallen  by  the  hand  of  brother,  and 
the  soil  of  freedom  had  been  stained  by  the  blood  of  her 
own  sons.     But  the  storm  has  passed.     The  usual  good 
fortune  of  the  American  people  has  prevailed.     The 
land  heaves  in  view,  and  a  haven,  with  its  wide-spread 
arms,  invites  us  to  enter.     After  so  long  an  exposure  to 
the  fury  of  a  tempest  that  was  apparently  gathering  in 
our  political  horizon,  let  us  seize  the  first  opportunity  to 
steer  the  ship  into  a  safe  harbor,  far  beyond  the  reach  of 
that  elemental  war  that  threatened  her  security  in  the 
open  sea.     Let  us  pass  this  bill.     It  does  justice  to  all. 
It  conciliates  all.     Its  provisions  will  carry  peace  and 
harmony  to  those  who  are  now  agitated  by  strife,  and 
disquieted  by  tumults  and  disorders.     By  this  just,  hu- 
mane, and  beneficent  policy,  we  shall  consolidate  our 
liberties,  and  make  this  Government  what  Mr.  Jefferson, 
more  than  thirty  years  ago,  declared  it  to  be,  *Mhe 
strongest  Government  on  earth;  the  only  one  where 
every  man,  at  tlie  call  of  the  law,  will  fly  to  the  standard 
of  the  law,  and  meet  invasions  of  the  public  order  as  his 
own  personal  concern.''    With  this  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  the  spirit  of  patriotism  that  now 
animates  our  citizens  in  full  vigor,  united  America  may 
bid  defiance  to  a  world  in  arms;  and  should  Providence 
continue  to  smile  upon  our  country,  we  may  confidently 
anticipate  that  the  freedom,   the  happiness,  and  the 
prosperity,  which  we  now  enjoy,  will  be  as  perpetual  as 
th^  lofty  mountains  that  crown  our  continent,  or  the  no- 
ble rivers  that  fertilize  our  plains. 
When  Mr.  Haxsb  sat  down, 
Mr.  KINNARD  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Such  is  the  lateness  of  the  hour  and 
the  impatience  of  the  committee,  I  shall  ask  their  indul- 
gence for  a  few  moments  only.  The  frequent  allusions 
to  the  State  which  sent  me  here  seem  to  require  that  1 
should  say  something  on  this  subject. 

It  is  true,  sir,  I  have  differed  from  two  of  my  friends 
and  colleagues  with  regard  to  the  boundary  bill  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  yesterday.  It  has  seldom  happened 
that  I  have  differed  in  opinion  with  those  gentlemen; 
and  when  I  do  differ  with  them,  particularly  in  relation 
to  matters  that  are  supposed  to  concern  Indiana,  it  is 
always  with  a  regret  as  sincere  on  my  part  as  I  know  is 
their  devotion  to  the  prosperity  and  honor  of  that  State 
•nd  of  the  country. 
I  did  not  conceive  that  any  very  important  consequen- 


ces were  involved,  one  way  or  the  other,  in  the  vote  by 
which  the  boundary  bill  was  laid  on  the  table.  I  thought 
at  the  time,  and  do  still  think,  that  if  that  bill  had  been 
passed,  there  would  have  been  adopted  the  most  plain 
and  direct  mode  of  settling  the  boundary  question;  and 
in  our  legislation  we  should  then  have  avoided  the  necea- 
sity  of  blending  it  with  the  provisions  and  propositions 
upon  which  the  State  of  Michigan  is  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  agree  with  those  who  regard  this 
question  and  the  ensuing  presidential  election  aa  having 
any  connexion  or  dependence  upon  each  other.  What- 
ever may  be  the  feelings  of  some  gentlemen,  these  two 
concerna  seem  to  me  to  be  very  wide  apart;  at  least, 
they  ought  to  be,  so  far  aa  the  action  of  the  House  is 
concerned.  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  opposed  to  the 
admission  of  Michigan,  after  the  passage  of  any  bill  to 
settle  the  boundary.  Whether  that  requisition  be  indis- 
pensable, I  will  not  now  undertake  to  decide;  but  it 
surely  presents  the  only  ground  fur  resisting  her  applif 
cation.  As  to  other  considerations,  connected  wiih  the 
presidential  question,  I  feel  incapable  of  being  actuated 
by  them;  and  the  opinions  which  I  am  known  to  enter- 
tain, with  respect  to  that  election,  forbid  the  idea  that  I 
could  have  been  governed,  in  the  vote  which  I  gave,  by 
any  other  than  a  desire  to  discharge  my  duty  in  this 
House.  My  obligation  to  sustain  the  constitutional  righU 
of  my  own  SUte,  or  of  any  other,  is  paramount  to  all 
other  considerations;  it  is  infinitely  above  any  wish  to 
promote  the  political  elevation  of  any  man  living,  or  the 
triumph  of  any  party  in  this  country. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  ViirToir]  is  one  which  may  become  the  more 
necessary,  since  the  other  bill  which  provides  for  the 
same  object  has  not  been  passed;  and,  in  my  opinion,  that 
necessity  will  be  greater  or  less,  according  to  the  course 
which  Michigan  may  pursue,  and  the  construction  which 
that  State  and  Congress  may  hereafter  give  to  the  pro- 
visions and  force  of  the  bill  now  pending.  I  shall  vote 
for  it,  however,  with  the  view  of  putting  the  whole  mat- 
ter beyond  dispute  and  misconception  hereafter,  as  far  as 
the  constitutional  power  of  this  Congress  will  enable  ua 
to  do  at  this  time.  Hereafter,  or  when  M<chigan  is  ad- 
mitted. Congress  will  have  no  right  to  insist  upon  any 
stipulation  which  would  subvert  any  provision  with  re- 
gard to  boundaries,  or  any  thing  else  which  may  be  con- 
tained in  the  constitution  with  which  she  may  be  brought 
into  the  confederacy.  l*his  is,  therefore,  the  only  time 
when  we  can  with  propriety  or  justice  refuse  what  she 
demands,  or  restrict  the  rights  and  privileges  which  she 
claims  at  oar  hands.  If  we  fail  to  do  it  now,  we  cannot 
be  umpires  in  the  dispute  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
after  the  latter  has  become  a  member  of  the  Union,  and 
is  placed  upon  an  e«iual  footing  with  the  other  States.  I 
shall  vote,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  from  a  very 
natural  and  anxious  hope  that  the  result  of  our  proceed- 
ings with  regard  to  this  subject  will  give  repose  to  all  the 
parties  concerned,  by  placing  them  all  as  completely  as 
we  now  can  in  possession  of  their  respective  rig^its. 
Nothing  is  further  from  my  heart  than  to  vo'e  any  un- 
necessary restriction  upon  the  new  State  of  Michigan.  I 
can  conceive  of  no  reason  why  I  should  not  feel  for  her 
interests  and  rights,  as  far  as  they  are  admissible, 
every  degree  of  solicitude.  Indiana  and  Michigan  are 
the  nearest  neighbors;  their  general  permanent  interests 
are  the  same,  and  the  citizens  of  each  are  certainly  dis- 
posed to  cultivate  the  most  harmonious  and  friendly  feel- 
ing; and  I  do  therefore  regret  the  existence  of  a  dire 
necessity  which  neither  Michigan  nor  Congress  can  es- 
cape. 

We  must  settle  this  dispute  by  choosing  the  most  plau- 
sible and  rightful  of  the  alternatives  which  are  presented 
to  us*    If  we  do  not,  we  shall  behold  increased  excite - 
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ment  growing  out  of  (he  present  state  of  things.  As 
ftitit  M  time  progresses,  the  evil  will  grow  in  magnitude, 
«nd  it  will  be  stiH  Airther  beyond  our  reach  to  apply  any 
•atisftietory,  proper,  and  peaceful  remedy.  Sir,  as  an 
American,  as  a  man  who  has  been  reared  in  the  West,  I 
have  always  felt  the  strongest  aversion  to  the  restrictions 
which  are  imposed  by  this  Government  upon  the  new 
States  at  fast  as  they  come  into  the  Union.  1  have  wit- 
nessed their  effects  upon  the  prosperity  of  those  States. 
I  have  always  been  bold  to  declare  the  opinion,  that  not 
4Nie  of  those  States  has  been  in  Het  admitted  to  that 
e<)ual  condition  with  the  old  States  which  this  Oorern* 
aent  promised,  and  which  Tirgtnia  undertook  to  guaran- 
ty when  she  ceded  the  Northwest  Territory  to  the 
United  States.  While  f  am  anxious  to  modify  your  policy 
towards  the  West,  I  know  that  we  cannot  throw  off  the 
burdens  which,  by  a  sort  of  compact,  the  new  States  hare 
taken  upon  themselves  one  after  another.  The  other 
States  that  are  to  succeed  must  advance  in  the  same  road, 
bearing  the  same  restrictions  upon  their  sovereignty, 
which  their  predecessors  are  still  laboring  under. 

I  must  here  take  occasion  to  correct  a  misapprehension 
into  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [If  r.  Vivtoh]  has 
Mien,  and  at  Xbe  same  time  thank  him  for  the  compli- 
ment which  be  paid  to  Indiana,  in  expressing  his  opinion 
of  the  ability  of  the  argument  adopted  by  her  General 
Assembly  in  reference  to  this  subject.  But  m  the  pro- 
ceedings alluded  to  Indiana  did  not,  as  the  honorable 
gentleman  seems  to  think,  urge  Congress  to  reconfirm 
her  northern  boundary.  As  she  denies  that  you  have 
constitutional  authority  to  impair  the  permanence  of  the 
boundaries  laid  down  in  her  constitution,  so  she  has  not 
called  upon  you  to  reaffirm  them.  She  contends  that 
her  constitutional  limits  are  not  suoject  to  the  control  of 
Congress  or  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
That  is  the  ground  on  which  she  has  at  once  placed  herself, 
with  a  promptitude  and  unanimity  honorable  to  her  pub- 
lic councils;  and  in  coming  to  that  decision,  her  General 
Assembly  has  enacted  the  proudest  page  of  her  legislative 
history.  To  adhere  to  it,  is  the  high  duty  she  has  to 
perform,  for  which  the  fortitude  and  patriotism  of  her 
people  will,  I  trust,  be  ample  security. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  STORBR,  HAN- 
VEGAN,  WISE,  HUNTSMAN,  and  McKEON. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  VrirToirj  which  was  r^ected. 

Several  amendments,  offered  by  Messrs.  Lovs  and 
RoBswrsoir,  were  also  rejected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  wanted  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, which  he  had  not  had  time  to  prepare,  and  he 
wished  a  further  opportunity.  His  desire  was  to  admit 
the  State  of  Michigan  by  a  bill  for  that  purpose  alone, 
separated  from  all  questions  of  boundary.  He  believed 
the  people  of  Michigan  had  a  right  to  admission,  but  he 
wanted  the  question  of  disputed  boundary  to  be  lefl  for 
future  adjustment. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  let 
the  bill  be  reported,  and  offer  it  in  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  if  the  screws  would  not  be 
applied. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  lie  could  make  no  pledges  for  the 
House;  but  it  could  make  no  difference  to  the  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  would  make  a  difference;  for  in 
committee  he  could  argue  the  propriety  of  the  amend- 
ment, without  being  cut  off  by  the  previous  question. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  RUSSELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  none  but  free  white  male  citizens  should  be 
voters. 

In  offering  this  motion,  Mr.  R.  addressed  the  Chair  as 
foUowsff 

It  is  with  reluctance,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  rise  at 
this  late  hoar  of  the  nigbt  to  propose  seveni  amendments 


to  the  bill  under  consideration;  the  period,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  accompanied  the  bill  in  its  pro- 
gress thus  far,  admonish  me  that  the  time  allotted  to  the 
consideration  of  it  is  brief  indeed,  and  that  no  proposition 
to  alter,  change,  or  amend  it,  is  to  be  received  or  sanc- 
tioned by  this  committee.  Yet,  sir,  I  cannot  but  invoke 
the  spirit  of  patriotism,  which  even  now  lingers  in  this 
hall,  to  come  forth  to  the  rescue  of  our  institutions  from 
the  fatal  consequences  which  the  psssage  of  this  bill  will 
have  upon  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  our  citizens,  and 
may  have  upon  the  permanency  of  our  institutions.  Sir, 
to  avert  calamities  like  these,  is  my  apology  for  soliciting 
the  attention  of  the  committee,  even  at  this  unseasonable 
hour.  It  is  my  desire,  sir,  to  prohibit  aliens  from  voting 
at  elections  to  be  holden  in  the  Territory  or  State  of 
Michigan;  and  the  amendments  proposed  will,  if  adopt- 
ed, secure  that  object,  and  thus  remove  one  of  the  ob- 
jectionable features  of  the  bill. 

Sir,  while  I  assure  you  the  bill,  in  its  present  form, 
cannot  receive  the  sanction  of  my  vote,  I  desire  to  be 
understood  as  entertaining  no  hostility  to  the  admission 
of  Michigan  as  a  State  into  the  Union;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, I  look  forward  with  peculiar  satisfaction  to  the 
period  when  Michigan  will  stand  forth  with  her  sister 
States  of  the  North,  and  exhibit  the  proud  pre-emmence 
which  their  domestic  policy  secures  to  them.  The  un- 
authorized position  assumed  by  her,  in  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions;  the  ostentatious  and  dictatorial 
manner  of  her  approach,  demanding  as  a  right  that 
which  she  should  solicit  as  matter  of  favor;  disregarding, 
too,  the  usual  formalities  attending  the  admission  of  new 
States  into  the  Union;  the  revolutionary  position  which 
she  has  assumed,  and  even  now  occupies;  the  delibera- 
tion with  which  she  has  thrown  oiT  the  guardianship  of 
the  General  Government,  and  organized  a  Stale  sover- 
eignty; and,  sir,  not  the  least  objectionable,  the  temper 
with  which  she  approaches  you,  as  evidenced  by  the 
correspondence  with  the  officers  of  this  Government,  ac- 
companying this  ostentatious  demand  of  admission  info 
the  Union — all  these  considerations  present  subjects 
worthy  of  grave  and  solemn  deliberation,  and  should 
subject  her  to  a  merited  rebuke  at  the  hands  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. But,  sir,  there  are  considerations  of  more  im- 
portance urged  upon  you,  as  you  advance  with  this  in- 
vestigation—considerations involving  questions  of  consti- 
tutional power,  and  which  should  invoke  the  wisdom 
and  dispassionate  deliberation  of  this  committee.  Two 
questions  arisr,  sir,  out  of  this  bill,  for  the  consideration 
of  this  committee:  1st.  Do  the  State  Governments  or 
tlie  Legislative  Councils  of  the  Territories  possess  the 
power  of  conferring  the  right  of  suffrage  upon  aliens? 
and,  2(1.  If  they  have  the  power,  is  it  expedient  to  con- 
fer the  right  universally  and  indiscriminately  upon  that 
class  of  our  population,  without  subjecting  them  to  the 
ordeal  of  our  naturalisation  laws? 

Sir,  I  insist  that  no  such  right  exists,  and  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  it  by  the  Territorial  Council  and  Convention  in 
Michigan  was  without  authority,  and  in  direct  violation 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  documents  upon  your  table,  Mr.  Chairman, 
it  appean  that  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  in  January,  1835, 
entitled  <*  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  Government."  By  the 
first  section  of  this  act  '*  the  free  inhabitants  "  of  the 
said  Territory  were  authorized  to  assemble  and  "choose 
delegates  to  a  convention  to  form  for  themselves  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government;"  and  the  election  of 
delegates  to  the  convention  was  to  be  holden  on  the 
4th  day  of  April,  1835. 

By  the  2d  section  it  was  enacted  "  that  the  free  white 
male  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  shall  reside  therein  three  months 
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iinmediitely  preceding  Satarday  the  4th  day  of  April, 
1835,  be,  and  are  hereby,  autboriied  to  choose  delegates 
to  form  a  eonslitution,"  &c. 

The  3d  section  directs  the  time<when  the  election  for 
delegates  shall  be  holden,  <<and  that  whenever  any 
person  shall  present  his  vote  or  ballot  at  such  election 
for  delegates,  if  be  shall  be  challenged,  the  said  inspect- 
or shall  cause  to  be  read  to  him  so  much  of  the  2d  sec- 
tion as  relates  to  the  qualification  of  voters,  and  shall 
then  tender  and  administer  to  him  the  prescribed  oath}'* 
and,  upon  its  being  taken,  the  inspectors  are  then  re- 
quired to  receive  said  ballot. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  all  white  male  inhabiUnts,  of 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  in 
said  Territory  for  the  period  of  three  months  immediate- 
ly preceding  the  day  of  election,  were  entitled  to  vote 
for  delegates  to  the  convention  to  form  the  constitution 
now  presented  to  us,  and  which  constitution,  by  this 
bill,  we  are  to  "  ratify  and  confirm.** 

This  act  calling  the  convention  extended  the  privilege 
of  voting  for  delegates  to  the  convention  to  aliens  as  well 
as  citizens,  and  the  constitution  which  this  convention 
adopted  contained  a  provision  in  the  following  words: 
«*  In  all  elections,  every  white  male  citizen  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  resided  in  the  State  six 
months  next  preceding  any  election,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  such  election;  and  every  white  male  inhabitant 
of  the  age  aforesaid,  who  may  be  a  resident  of  the  State 
at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  this  constitution  shall  have 
the  ri^ht  of  voting  as  aforesaid." 

Livmg  as  we  do  under  a  Government  of  laws  enacted 
under  the  authority  of,  and  controlled  by,  a  written  con- 
stitution of  express  and  limited  powers,  and  jealous  as 
we  are  of  the  exercise  of  unauthorized  power,  it  well 
becomes  us  to  examine  this  latter  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Michigan,  and  determine  whether  it  does  not 
directly  impinge  the  federal  constitution.  I,  sir,  main- 
tain that  it  does;  it  places  aliens  who  may  not  have  arri- 
ved in  Michigan  one  hour  before  the  adoption  of  that 
constitution  upon  an  equality  with  citizens  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  important  right  of  suflfVage — the  most  im- 
portant right  of  citizenship — ^in  total  disregard  of  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
laws  of  Congress,  and  the  fact  of  naturalization.  Sir,  I 
intend  no  imputation  upon  the  virtuous  and  industrious 
foreigners  who  reside  in  Michigan,  and  who  have  iden- 
tified themselves  with  our  own  native  population, 
and  been  subjected  to  the  process  of  naturalization, 
whereby  they  have  become  entitled  to  the  privileges  of 
native  citizens.  Many  of  them,  sir,  are  entitled  to  the 
highest  commendation;  but,  sir,  my  objection  is  to  that 
idle,  vicious,  destitute,  and  turbulent  class  of  foreigners, 
whose  habits  and  propensities  render  them  burdensome 
to  any  country,  and  who  have  been  transported  hither 
to  diminish  the  burden  of  pauperism  at  home,  and  many 
of  whom,  soon  after  their  arrival  In  our  country,  become 
inmates  of  our  poor-houses  and  penitentiaries.  This, 
sir,  is  the  class  from  which  T  would  admonish  you  to 
withhold  the  native  born  citizen's  birthright.  But,  sir, 
the  question  presented  is  not  one  of  mere  expediency, 
but  of  constitutional  power;  yet,  sir,  if  there  is  any  one 
evil  more  to  be  deprecated  by  our  citizens  than  another, 
it  is  that  which  by  our  laws  converts  with  unexampled 
celerity  aliens  into  citizens.  Regardless,  however,  of 
the  daily  admonitions  of  past  experience,  as  well  as  the 
warning  voice  of  other  republics,  this  bill  adopts  and 
confirms  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  which  gives  to  all 
aliens  the  right  of  suffrage  who  were  in  the  Territory 
when  the  constitution  was  "signed,^'  of  whatever  coun- 
try, character,  or  condition. 

That  at  this  day  a  change  is  necessary  in  our  naturali- 
zation laws,  few  will  deny;  but  that  result,  so  desirable 
to  all  Mfho  prefer  peace  and  tranquillity,  can  be  eflfected 


only  by  an  act  of  Congress.  By  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  power  of  naturalization  is  exclusively 
vested  in  Congress,  and  that  poVer  has  been  continually 
exercised  since  the  adoption  of  the  fbderal  constitution; 
and  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  they  now  exist, 
to  entitle  an  alien  to  naturalization,  a  previous  residence 
of  five  years  is  required.  And  the  question  is  now  pre- 
sented, whether  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Michijran,  and  the  provision  in  the  constitution  of  Michi- 
gan founded  upon  it,  which  allows  aliens  to  vote,  are 
not  inconsistent  with,  repugnant  to,  and  in  violation  of,  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  Before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  the  power  of  naturalization  was  ex- 
ercised by  the  several  States;  and  it  was  the  want  of  uni- 
formity in  the  exercise  of  that  power  which  caused  the 
present  provision  to  be  incorporated  into  the  constitu- 
tion. It  is  therefore  evident  that,  if  the  proceeding^  of 
the  Michigan  convention  are  proper,  and  shall  be  sus- 
tained, the  object  of  the  provision  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  not  secured.  In  all  the  States  of 
the  Union  except  Michigan,  (if  that  Territory  may  be 
called  a  State,)  five  years'  previous  residence  is  required 
to  entitle  an  alien  to  naturalization;  but  in  Michigfan  no 
previous  residence  is  required.  She  seeks  to  break  up 
the  uniformity  of  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
and  disregarda,  too,  the  evidence  which  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  require,  of  "  previous  good  character"  of 
the  person  applying  for  naturalization,  and  admits  alt 
male  aliens,  provided  they  be  white,  and  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  to  exercise  this  most  important  privi- 
lege of  citizens.  Mr.  Chairman,  does  not  this  then  pre- 
sent, clearly  and  singly,  the  question  of  constitutional 
power?  Was  that  Legislative  Council,  acting,  as  it 
must  have  been,  under  the  power  and  authority  derived 
from  this  Government,  or  the  convention  which  it  crea- 
ted, competent  to  confer  this  important  right  on  aliens 
who  resided  in  the  Territory  at  the  time  the  constitution 
was  signed?  If  they  possessed  the  power,  have  they 
not  an  equal  power  to  confer  the  right  of  suffrage  on 
aliens  who  shall  emigrate  there  at  any  subsequent  pe- 
riod? And  if  the  Legislative  Council  of  Michigan  pos- 
sessed this  power,  has  not  every  State  in  the  Union  the 
same  power?  And  if  they  have,  they  also  possess  the 
right  of  altering  their  constitutions  already  formed,  and 
each  State  adopt  for  itself  a  rule  of  naturalization.  And, 
in  such  an  event,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  there 
would  be  no  rery  great  degree  of  uniformity  in  the 
naturalization  laws.  Does  not  this,  then,  present  to  the 
plain  practical  common  sense  of  all  an  unquestionable 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States? 

For  more  than  forty  years  Congress  has  been  in  the 
full  exercise  of  this  power  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
constitution,  and  laws  have  from  time  to  time  been  pass- 
ed securing  entire  uniformity  in  the  practice  of  naturali- 
zation throughout  (he  United  States;  and,  if  you  had  the 
power  of  departing  from  this  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion, (which  I  insist  you  have  not,)  is  it  not  desirable 
that  it  should  still  be  preserved? 

And  yet,  sir,  it  cannot  be  preserved,  if  the  right  is 
concurrent  in  the  States  individually,  and  in  Congress. 
Under  the  old  confederation,  previous  to  .the  adoption 
of  our  federal  constitution,  the  power  of  naturalizaiion 
was  not  conferred  on  Congress;  consequently,  upon  the 
principle  that  powers  not  delegated  (see  9th  and  lOih 
articles  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States)  were  reserved  to,  and  remained  in,  the 
State  Governments.  But,  upon  the  adoption  of  our 
present  constitution,  (see  art.  1,  sec.  8,)  this  power  was 
transferred  to  Congress,  and  has  been  exercised,  and  in 
uniform  operation,  hitherto.  Sir,  the  rights  of  citizen- 
ship can  only  be  acquired  in  one  of  two  modes — ^by  birth 
or  naturalization.  In  one  of  these  two  modes  a  person 
must  be  capacitated  to  exercise  political  power  in  any  of 
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the  States;  if  it  is  not  80»  the  representatives  of  aliens, 
as  in  the  case  of  Michi^n,  and,  indeed,  aliens  them- 
selves, may  assemble  in  a  given  Territory,  within  the 
limits  of  the  Union,  and  form  a  constitution,  and  demand 
admission  as  a  State  into  the  Union.  If  the  principle  of 
this  bill  is  conceded,  it  renders  that  provision  in  the  fed- 
eral  constitution  which  authorizes  Congress  **  to  estab- 
lish uniform  rules  of  naturalization"  wholly  inoperative. 
The  framers  of  the  constitution  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  great  influx  of  foreigners  into  our  coun? 
try  might  jeopard  the  peace  and  security  of  our  citizens, 
and  disturb  the  organization  of  political  power  among 
the  several  States,  through  the  representative  principle, 
upon  the  ratio  of  population:  to  guard  sgainst  such  an 
evil,  this  provision  was  incorporated.  New  York  is  well 
situated  with  a  view  to  the  ingress  of  foreigners;  and  if 
she  should  desire  to  increase  her  political  power,  sanc- 
tion the  principle  of  this  bill,  and,  in  a  population  more 
liable  to  temptation  than  New  York,  this  consideration 
might  form  an  inducement  to  invite  even  an  unwhole- 
some population.  But,  sir,  1  hold  that  all  political  power 
must  be  derived  from  the  people — the  true  source,  in 
our  country,  of  all  power;  and  that  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  sufTrage  is  a  political  right,  which  none  but  citi- 
zens can  rightfully  enjoy;  and  that  the  right  of  deter- 
mining what  foreigner  may  exercise  that  power  has  been 
delegated  to  Congress  by  the  people,  through  that  pro- 
vision in  the  federal  constitution  which  authorizes  Con- 
gress '*lo  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization." 
Here,  then,  is  the  source  of  power  from  which  the  right 
of  suffrsge  is  derived  by  such  as  are  not  native-born  citi- 
zens. The  right  of  suffrage  in  England  is  a  franchise, 
or  peculiar  privilege,  conferred  by  the  King;  but  it  is 
not  so  in  the  United  States,  ft  is  here,  since  the  Revo- 
lution, the  birthright  of  our  people;  and  though  the  ex- 
ercise of  it  may  be  regulated  by  law,  and  subject  to  va- 
rious qualifications,  yet  the  qualification  of  citizenship 
must  always  be  one.  By  our  ilevolution,  that  royal  pre- 
rogative was  wrested  from  the  Crown  and  vested  in  the 
people,  who  co-operated  in  establishing  our  independ- 
ence; and  by  that  people  the  power  to  admit  others,  not 
native  born,  to  a  participation  of  it,  has  been  conferred 
exclusively  on  Congress.  The  "people"  of  the  United 
States  are  to  elect  their  representatives.  Who,  sir,  are 
the  "people"  to  make  this  choice,  but  those  «* citizens" 
of  each  State  "who  are  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  Slates'"  (See  sec. 
2  of  art.  4>  of  Con.  U.  S.)  Now,  sir,  no  one,  I  pre- 
sume, will  insist  that  these  new-born  citizens  of  Michigan 
are  "entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
in  the  several  States;'*  and  yet  they  are  allowed,  by  a 
proceeding  which  this  bill  sanctions,  to  exercise  the  most 
important  political  right  which  a  citizen  can  enjoy.  An 
alien,  direct  from  Irelandi  or  any  other  foreign  country, 
who  arrived  in  Michigan  on  the  23d  of  June,  1835,  by 
the  provision  under  consideration  is  authorized  to  vote 
at  any  election  to  be  holden  there,  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  native  citizens;  and  that  right,  by  this  bill,  we 
are  called  upon  to  "ratify  and  confirm."  Now,  if  this 
same  alien  had  emigrated  to  the  Slate  of  New  York,  or 
any  other  State  in  this  Union,  on  the  same  day,  he  could 
not  have  exercised  the  right  of  suffrage  there  short  of 
five  years'  actual  residence,  and  of  having  submitted  to 
the  process  of  naturalization;  but  in  Michigan,  one  day's 
residence  is  deemed  sufficient  to  qualify  him  intelligently 
to  exercise  this  important  privilege.  Can  this,  sir,  be 
carrying  out  the  provision  in  your  constitution  which  re- 
quires a  uniform  rule  of  naturalizition  throughout  the 
United  States f 

But,  sir,  were  the  measures  which  this  bill  seeks  to 
establish  to  be  submitted  to  the  test  of  expediency  alone, 
would  you  be  willing  to  adopt  them  as  the  settled  policy 
of  your  country?    No,  sir;  evils  too  complicated  and 


great  woukl  be  the  issue  of  such  a  policy,  to  be  aocepta* 
ble  to  the  American  people.  Sir,  if  the  time  shall  ever 
come  when,  by  law,  you  shall  authorize  aliens  who  have 
not  undergone  the  scrutinizing  and  sifting  process  of 
naturalization  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage,  from  tt)at 
period  the  future  historian,  in  recording  the  destiny  of 
this  republic,  will  date  the  period  of  its  having  beea 
betrayed  to  the  keeping  of  its  enemies.  Sir,  a  senti- 
ment full  of  instruction  to  the  American  people,  uttered 
by  an  American  statesman  and  soldier,  demands  at  this 
crisis  a  response  from  the  people  of  the  United  SUtes. 
Sir,  it  is  this:  That  "the  people  of  the  United  Sutea» 
to  preserve  their  liberties,  must  do  their  own  voting  and 
their  own  fighting."  Sir,  it  is  a  sentiment  worthy  of  ita 
distinguished  author — of  an  American  soldier,  an  Amer- 
ican statesman  and  patriot.  Will  this  bill,  if  enacted 
into  a  law,  give  to  that  sentiment  the  response  de- 
sired by  the  American  people?  Without  hesitation, 
and  unqualifiedly,  sir,  I  answer  no!  No,  sir,  no!  Our 
fathers,  sir,  were  not  unmindful  cf  the  importance  of 
submitting  our  institutions  to  the  guardianship  of  native 
American  statesmen.  By  the  provisions  of  the  federal 
constitution,  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  are  required  to  be  native-born  citizens; 
and  the  President  is  required  to  cause  the  laws  of  the 
Union  to  be  executed.  These  high  places  of  pi>wer,  it 
was  then  thought,  could  not,  with  safety  to  the  AmericaQ 
people,  be  occupied  by  any  but  natural-born  citizens. 
The  rise,  the  progress,  and  the  final  destiny  of  the  re- 
publics of  other  times  were  full  of  instruction  to  the 
framers  of  the  constitution;  and  against  the  fatal  effects 
of  a  degraded  mercenary  foreign  influence,  as  well  as 
the  ambitious  designs  of  rival  foreign  Powers,  this  pro- 
vision was  deemed  effectual.  Sir,  let  the  spirit  of  that 
ordinance  be  observed  and  carried  out  in  practice  by  the 
constituted  authorities  of  your  Government  and  your 
citizens,  and  its  perpetuity  will  remain  an  enduring  mon- 
ument of  the  wisdom  of  its  authors.  Sir,  this  Territory 
of  Michigan  is  a  frontier  country^  skirted  upon  the  north 
by  the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  where  thou- 
sands of  the  pauper  population  of  the  mother  country, 
for  her  relief,  have  been  transported;  and,  at  the  time 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  "  signed," 
there  were  in  the  Territory  4,000  aliens,  included  in  a 
population  of  at  least  60,000.  Sir,  sanction  that  consti- 
tution which  gives  to  aliens  the  privilege  of  voting  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  your  citizens,  and  the  struggle  for 
the  emancipation  of  your  country  will  have  been  made 
in  vain.  No  prophetic  vision  will  be  required  to  pro- 
claim the  result  of  this  last  effort  of  man  to  govern  big 
race  by  equal  and  just  laws.  Sir,  if  a  design  were  en- 
tertained by  a  foreign  Government  against  the  liberties 
of  (he  American  people,  could  a  better  mode  have  been 
devised  to  accomplish  such  an  object?  This  bill,  sir, 
sanctions  principles  of  vast,  if  not  controlling,  magnitude 
to  the  American  people,  which,  in  my  estimation,  re- 
quire only  to  be  known  to  be  condemned.  Sir,  that  you 
may  have  some  idea  of  the  population  to  which  you  are 
extending  the  right  of  suffrsge,  I  solicit  your  attention 
and  that  of  the  committee  to  the  following  table,*  which 
has  been  kindly  furnislied  by  a  friend. 

From  this,  sir,  it  appears  that  the  British  Government 
transported  three  hundred  and  twenty  paupers,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  £2,473.  If  it  is  so  desirable  for  that  Govern- 
ment to  disencumber  itself  of  such  a  number  of  paupers, 
at  such  an  expense,  is  the  danger  apprehended  there, 
by  those  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  character  and  con- 
dition of  that  population,  to  be  disregarded  by  the  Amer* 
ican  people?  We  are  now,  sir,  a  virtuous,  prosperous 
and  a  happy  people;  our  yeomanry,  the  physical  power 
of  the  nation,  and  its  most  secure  defence,  are  undisturb- 


♦  See  end  of  speech. 
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ed  in  tfaeir  peaceful  avocationB  by  thcM  turbuleot,  vi- 
cious, and  idle  vagranti  from  abroad,  and  are  not  emu- 
lous to  mingle  with  them  in  their  devotion  to  the  free  in- 
stitutions of  our  country  I  and,  sir,  is  it  not  desirable  (o 
continue  this  tranquillity?  And  tan  you  indulge  a  hope 
of  accomplishing  such  an  object,  if  you  throw  open  the 
ballot-box  to  the  indiscriminate  approach  of  this  alien 
population?  I  will  not  affirm  (hat  the  aliens  in  Michigan 
compose  any  part  of  this  vagrant  population  i  but,  sir,  it 
is  a  welUuthenticated  fact,  that,  within  the  last  five  years, 
many  thousands  of  that  description  have  been  transport- 
ed direct  from  the  poor-bouses  of  Europe  to  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  at  an  expense  of  several  millions  of 
dollars  to  the  British  Government. 

Sir,  while  I  will  indulge  no  morbid  apprehension  for 
the  future,  yet,  if  you  adopt  the  principles  of  this  bill,  I 
cannot  but  anticipate  the  most  disastrous  consequences 
to  ourcountry.  Sir,  from  the  appalling  disclosures  which 
each  day  develops,  it  remains  lor  this  people  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  will  be  wise,  just,  or  even  safe,  to  open 
the  floodgate  of  vice  and  corruption,  of  indolence  and 
crime,  which,  in  its  demoralizing  effects,  may  corrupt 
the  common  fountain  from  which  flow  the  multiplied 
blessings  which  our  country  now  enjoys. 

This  class  of  persons,  sir,  while  they  labor  under  the 
disqualification  of  alienism,  are  subject  to  few  civil  duties, 
(if  they  had  the  capacity  to  discharge  them;)  and*  by  in- 
ternational laws,  as  expounded  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, they  cannot  expatriate  themselves,  nor  can  you 
compel  them  to  the  performance  of  military  service)  and 
if,  in  a  war  between  this  and  their  native  country,  they 
are  found  in  arms  against  it,  they  are  liable  to  condemna- 
tion, and  to  the  punishment  of  death,  as  traitors  to  their 
native  land.  Sir,  to  show  the  sense  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment on  this  subject,  and  the  right,  as  claimed  by 
them,  to  require  the  return  to  their  native  country  of 
this  population,  and  all  others,  in  times  of  peril,  the  King 
of  England,  on  the  16th  day  of  October,  1807,  issued  his 
proclamation,  reclaiming  from  foreign  service  his  native 
subjects,  in  which  he  declared  *'tbat  the  kingdom  was 
menaced  and  in  danger j"  and  he  recalled  from  foreign 
service  all  seamen  and  seafaring  men,  who  were  natural- 
born  subjects,  and  ordered  tbem  to  withdraw  themselves 
and  return  home,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded  against,  &c. 
Here,  sir,  you  have  a  recognition  of  the  power  and  the 
exercise  of  the  right  of  the  King  to  csll  home  bis  native- 
born  subjects,  wherever  they  may  be,  and  whenever 
they  may  have  departed.  And  now,  sir,  you  are  solicit- 
ed by  this  bill  to  give  to  aliens,  who  are  liable  to  be  re- 
called at  the  pleasure  of  their  King,  the  important  priv- 
ilege of  voting  for  all  the  officers  of  your  Government 
Sir,  if  these  aliens  shall  act  in  concert,  as  they  hitherto 
have  done,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  continue  to  do,  will 
they  not  control  the  whole  civil  and  mihtary  operations 
of  the  American  people,  within  a  very  limited  period? 
Their  habits  of  life  disquahfy  them  from  mingling  with 
our  citizens,  or  appreciating  or  enjoying  the  free  institu- 
tions of  our  country)  and,  by  conferring  on  them  pre- 
malurely  privileges  to  which  vhey  have  not  been  accus- 
tomed, and  the  benefits  of  which  they  do  not  appreciate, 
will  you  not  at  least  hazard  the  permanency  of  our  Gov- 
ernment? Sir,  in  the  past  experience  of  the  world,  has 
it  ever  been  known  that  an  intelligent  people,  emerging 
frpm  a  btate  of  dependency,  in  forming  for  themselves 
and  their  posterity  a  constitution  and  form  of  govern- 
ment-which  should  control  in  all  future  time  their  legis- 
lative action,  have  called  to  their  aid  foreigners,  aliens^ 
persons  owing  allegiance  to  other,  and  perhaps  rival, 
nations?  Sir,  this  new  principle  which  we  are  now  call- 
ed upon  to  establish  is  no  less  dangerous  than  novel. 
At  this  particular  crisis,  it  is  known  to  all  that,  in  some 
of  the  European  States,  there  is  a  redundant  population, 
particularly  in  England  and  Irelimdy  \ihi«h  disturb  ih^  i 
Vol.  XU,— ^67 


tranquillity,  and  threaten  with  violence  the  ncred  rights 
of  peaceful  subjects;  and>the  relief  there  deemed  most 
effectual  is  transportation  to  America.  With  a  view  to 
an  object  so  desirable  to  them,  but  which  is  becoming 
so  burdensome  to  us,  thousands  are  transported  to  Amer- 
ica each  year,  at  the  expense  of  the  British  Government, 
and  here  cast  upon  the  charity  of  our  people.  In  1831, 
-'3,-'5,  there  were  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  thousand  foreigners  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
many  of  whom  were  of  the  most  ignorant,  vicious,  and 
degraded  class,  depending  upon  charity  alone  for  their 
daily  subsistence.  And,  sir,  during  faur  successive  days 
in  May  last,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-three 
foreign  emigrants  arrived  in  the  same  city;  and  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  there  were  fifteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-five  arrived  at  the  New  York  quar* 
antine  ground.  Now,  sir,  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  by  similar  provisions  in  all  the  State  constitutions, 
and  upon  their  arrival  extend  to  these  aliens  Indiseriroi- 
nately  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  who  is  so  dull  of  vision 
as  not  to  foresee  the  fatal  effects  of  such  a  measure  upon 
our  civil  and  religious  institutions?  Upon  this  subject, 
sir,  we  are  not  left  to  conjecture  alonet  the  design  has 
been  openly  avowed,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
handbill,  which  was  liberally  circulated  in  the  city  of 
New  York  at  the  late  charter  election.  It  is  in  these 
words: 

'<  Irishmen,  to  your  posts,  or  you  will  lose  America. 
By  perseverance  you  may  become  its  rulers;  by  negli- 
gence you  will  become  its  slaves.  Your  own  country 
was  lost  by  submitting  to  ambitious  men.  This  beauti- 
ful country  you  may  gain  by  being  firm  and  united* 
Your  religian  may  here  have  the  ascendency,  and  here 
predominate.  By  your  perseverapce,  this  may  become 
a  Catholic  country.  Vole  the  ticket — Alexander  Stew- 
art, alderman,  and  Edward  Flanagan  for  assessor— both 
true  Irishmen." 

Here,  sir,  you  have  the  objects  avowed — the  subver- 
sinn  of  your  Government— a  revolution  contemplated! 
Mark  the  language  of  this  appeal,  and  remember  that 
it  is  made  to  Irishmen  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at 
an  election  for  oflicers  of  the  city  governanent,  within 
which  there  are  probably  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand foreigners.  Note  the  expression:  "Irishmen,  to 
your  posts,  or  you  will  lose  America.  By  perseve* 
ranee  you  may  become  its  rulers."  Yes,  sir.  Irishmen 
are  invoked  to  come  forth  and  rule  America,  and  secure 
to  the  Catholic  religion  an  ascendency.  They  are  told: 
«  Your  religion  may  here  have  the  ascendency,  and  here 
predominate."  You  have,  then,  the  direct  avowal  that 
the  free  exercise  of  religious  opinions  is  to  be  assailed, 
And  your  country  converted  into  a  Catholic  country. 
Are  this  people  prepared  for  this  great  change? 
Whether  the  Catholic  religion  is  to  be  deprecated  or 
not,  is  nut  now  the  question;  but  it  is,  are  we  prepared 
to  abandon  the  free  exercise  of  our  religious  opinions, 
(whatever  they  may  be,)  which  has  been  secured  to  u$ 
by  the  constitution  of  our  country?  And  how,  sir,  i$ 
this  great  work  of  subversion  to  be  accomplished?  This 
handbill  too  clearly  furnishes  the  answer  to  leave  in 
doubt  the  manner  of  its  accomplishment.  And  is  It,  sir, 
with  a  view  to  such  an  object  that  this  extraordinary 
privilege,  at  this  time,  is  to  be  conferred  upon  this  alien 
population?  It  is  believed  timt  during  the  present  sum- 
mer there  will  have  arrived  in  the  city  of  New  York 
alone  at  least  seventy-five  thousand  foreigners,  va&t 
numbers  of  whom  are  miserably  poor,  and  destitute  of 
the  necessaries  of  life.  Go,  sir,  to  the  alms-houses  and 
penitentiaries,  and  you  will  there  discover  the  relief 
which  the  policy  of  the  British  Government  has  effected 
by  the  transportation  of  their  pauper  population,  and  the 
burden  which  that  policy  has  cast  upon  our  country.  In 
lomc  iiwUDcesy  more  than  two  thirds  of  their  inmates  are 
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foreignen,  and  in  almost  all  a  rery  strikingr  proportion. 
Now,  8ir»  the  principle  of  thta  bill,  if  carried  out,  will 
require  that  (be  right  of  suffrage  should  be  extended  to 
them  all.  I  trust,  sir,  the  Ameriean  people  are  not  pre- 
pared for  such  a  measure.  This  alien  population,  upon 
which  you  are  bestowing  this  important  right,  cannot, 
according  to  the  well-established  usages  and  laws  of  most 
independent  nations,  acquire  an  absolute  title,  either  by 
descent  or  purchase,  to  an  acre  of  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan.  And  yet,  sir,  is  it  possible  that  they  can 
be  deemed  safe  de|M>sitaries  of  the  liberty  and  lives  of  our 
citizens,  and  even  of  our  country's  honor? 

Sir,  if  an  apology  be  duelo  the  committee  for  this  en- 
croachment upon  their  patience  at  this  unusual  hour,  I 
trust  it  will  be  found  in  the  novelty  and  importance  of  the 
question  involved  in  this  bill.  Were  the  effects  of  this 
question  to  be  confined  to  Michigan  alone,  I  should  have 
continued  a  listener,  rather  than  a  participator,  in  this 
debate;  but,  sir,  when  I  reflect  that  every  State  in  this 
Union  has  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  this  matter,  and, 
instead  of  its  being  a  sectional  question,  or  one  limited 
to  the  narrow  confines  of  partisan  warfare,  it  is  one  in- 
Tolving  a  momentous  national  question,  I  cannot  but  yield 
my  inclination  to  the  more  imperious  commands  of  duty. 
Thble  referred  to  in  page  4256. 


I 


'i^"  3"*'§&S.S.as8*3  o-*5  »  ft  5" 

•     ••'S-'^   "     acs»*.<gs§ 


.y 


???s'?fiirBrrf|i|rii 

••  -    g       t  ^  Pr 


'at 

m 

B 


3. 


CD 


2  o  » 


S5-5'  ■  ■  S 


Is? 


8* 


o  i.2.3  8 
oq  ?§  ©  a! 

<*  2  ^  <*  o* 
To        '^ 


.  When  Mr.  R.  had  concluded,  the  question  was  taken 
upon  his  motion,  and  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said  it  was  now  past  midnight.  Ex- 
hausted in  body  and  mind,  he  could  not  feel  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  remain  and  consent  to  the  precipitate  action 
by  which  it  was  evidently  intended  to  force  through  the 
committee  two  bills  of  the  importance  of  those  under 
consideration*  He  therefore  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise. 

*  What  a  coat!    How  miserable  ibey  must  have  been. 


The  motion  having  been  put,  there  were:  Ayes  ir, 
noes  92 — not  a  quorum. 

Mr.  SEVIER  requested  Mr.  FetLLiPS  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said  that  if,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  he  could  be  per- 
suaded to  Withdraw  his  motion,  or  to  refrain  from  insist- 
ing  that  the  chairman  rise  and  report  the  fact  to  the 
House,  according  to  its  rules,  for  the  purpose  of  acting 
upon  a  bill  to  admit  a  Stste  into  the  Union,  he  should 
feel  himself  unworthy  of  the  place  he  held. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  &ct  that 
they  were  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  REED  moved  an  adjournment;  on  which  question, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  requested  that  the  hour  (near  1  o'clock) 
might  be  noted  on  the  journal. 
The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order. 
The  question  on  the  adjournment  being  taken,  the 
vote  was:  Ayes  24,  noes  98. 

There  being  a  quorum,  the  House  again  went  into 
committee  upon  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas. 
Mr.  L.  WILLIAMS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  judge's  salary  for  that  district  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars. 

A  motion  was  again  made  that  the  committee  rise,  and 
the  vote  was:  Ayes  15,  noes  95— not  a  quorum;  and  the 
members  having  been  counted,  112  were  reported 
present. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  bill  at 
that  late  hour  of  the  night.  When  the  committee  had 
risen,  he  said,  he  should  be  satisfied  if  the  House  would 
make  the  bill  the  special  order  for  to-morrow  at  10 
o'clock.     Loud  cries  of  no,  no. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  that  they  were 
without  a  quorum. 
A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn;  which  was  lost. 
A  csll  of  the  House  was  ordered  at  near  half  past  one 
o'clock,  and  was  proceeded  in  till,  at  about  half  pabt 
four,  112  members  having  answered,  and  several  ah- 
sentees  having  been  sent  for  and  brought  up  in  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  a  motion  to  excuse  all  the  ab- 
sentees prevailed,  and  the  doors  were  opened. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Arkansas  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  introducing 
a  clause  **that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as 
an  assent  by  Congress  to  the  article  in  the  constitution 
of  the  said  State  in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  emancipa- 
tion of  slaves." 

This  motion  ^i-as  debated  at  some  extent  by  Mr. 
ADAMS. 

Mr.  CUSHING  addressed  the  committee  substantttlly 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  House  has  now  continued  in  ses- 
sion for  the  space  of  eighteen  or  nineteen  hours,  with- 
out any  interval  of  refreshment  or  rest.  It  is  imposi^ble 
to  mistske  the  intentions  of  the  ruling  majority.  I  see 
clesrly  that  the  committee  is  resolved  to  sit  out  the  de- 
bate on  these  important  bills  for  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan and  Arkansas  into  the  Union.  This,  it  is  apparent, 
the  majority  have  the  power  as  well  as  the  right  to  do. 
Whether  it  be  just  and  reasonable,  is  another  cjuestion. 
I  shall  not  quarrel,  however,  with  the  avowed  will  of  the 
House.  It  has  done  me  the  favor  to  hear  me  with  pa- 
tience on  other  occasions;  and  I  cannot  render  it  the  unfit 
return  of  trespassing  on  its  indulgence  at  this  unseasona- 
ble hour,  nor  seek  to  defeat  its  purposes  by  speaking 
against  time.  But  having  l>een  charged  with  sundry 
memorials  from  citizens  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire,  remonstrating  against  that  clause  in  the 
constitution  of  Arkansas  which  relates  to  the  subject  of 
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slavery,  I  should  be  recreant  to  the  trust  they  have  re- 
posed in  me,  if  I  suffered  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Arkansas  to  pass  without  a  word  of  protestation.  The 
extraordinary  circumstances  under  which  I  rise  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  impel  me  to  brevity  and  succinctness; 
but  they  would  afford  me  no  justification  for  a  passive 
•cc|uic8cence  in  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union,  with  all  the  sins  of  its  constitution  upon  its  head. 
The  constitution  of  Arkansas,  as  communicated  to  Con- 
gress in  the  memorial  of  the"  people  of  that  Territory, 
E raying  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  contains  the  fol- 
»wing  clause: 

**  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass 
laws  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without  the  consent 
of  the  owners.  They  shall  have  no  power  to  prevent 
emigrants  to  this  State  from  bringing  with  them  such 
persons  as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of 
the  United  States.'* 

This  provision  of  the  constitution  of  Arkansas  is  con- 
demned by  those  whom  I  represent  on  this  occasion  as 
anti-republican,  as  wrong  on  general  principles  of  civil 
polity,  and  as  unjust  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  non-slave- 
holdin^  States.  They  object  to  it  as  being,  in  effect,  a 
provision  to  render  slavery  perpetual  in  the  new  State 
of  Arkansas. 

I  concar  in  reprobating  such  a  clause.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Arkansas  is  forbidden  to  emancipate  the  slaves 
within  its  jurisdiction,  even  though  it  should  be  ready 
to  indemnify  fully  their  owners.  It  is  forbidden  to  ex- 
clude slaves  from  being  imported  into  the  State.  I  can- 
not, by  any  vote  of  mine,  ratify  or  sanction  a  constitu- 
tion of  government  which  undertakes  in  this  way  to 
foreclose  in  advance  the  progress  of  civilization  and  of 
liberty  forever. 

In  order  to  do  justice  to  the  unchangeable  opinions  of 
the  North,  without,  in  any  respect,  invading  tbe  rights, 
real  or  supposed,  of  the  South,  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
AoAKs,]  the  vigilant  eye  of  whose  unsleeping  mind 
there  is  nothing  which  'escapes,  has  moved  an  amend- 
ment of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union,  so  that,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  the  bill 
would  read  as  follows: 

'*  Tlie  State  of  Arkansas  is  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  the  express  condition  that  the  people  of  the  said 
State  shall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of 
the  public  lands  within  the  said  State,  nor  shall  they 
levy  a  tax  on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within 
the  said  Stale;  and  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
as  an  assent  by  Congress  [to  the  article  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  said  State  relating  to  slavery  and  to  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves,  or]  to  all  or  to  any  of  tbe 
propositions  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  the  said  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Arkansas,  nor  to  deprive  the 
said  State  of  Arkansas  of  the  same  grants,  subject  to  the 
same  restrictions,  which  were  made  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri.*' 

This  amendment  is,  according  to  my  judgment,  rea- 
sonable and  proper  in  itself,  and  the  very  least  that  any 
member  from  the  North  can  propose  in  vindication  of 
the  opinions  and  principles  of  himself  and  his  constitu- 
ents. 

It  is  opposed,  however,  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Wiss,]  with  his  accustomed  vigor  and  abili- 
ty. He  alleges  considerations  adverse  to  the  motion. 
He  interrogates  the  friends  of  the  proposed  amendment 
in  regard  to  its  force,  effect,  and  purposes,  in  terms 
which  seem  to  challenge  response}  or  which,  at  any 
rate,  if  not  distinctly  and  promptly  met,  would  leave  the 
objections  which  those  interrogatories  impliedly  convey, 
to  be  taken  as  confessed  and  admitted  by  our  significant 
silence. 

What  may  be  the  opinions  of  Martin  Van  Buren  as  to 
this  particular  bill»  what  his  conduct  formerly  in  refer- 


ence to  a  similar  case,  is  a  point  concerning  which  I  can 
have  no  controversy  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

I  look  only  to  the  merits  of  the  question  before  the 
committee.  There  is  involved  in  it  a  principle  which 
I  regard  as  immeasurably  more  important  than  the  opin- 
ion of  any  individual  in  this  nation,  however  high  hm 
present  situation  or  his  possible  destiny — the  great  prin- 
ciple of  constitutional  freedom,. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who,  I  cheerfully  ad- 
mit, is  always  frank  and  honorable  in  his  course  upon 
this  floor,  has  just  declared  that,  as  a  Southern  man,  he 
had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  come  forward  aiid  take  a 
stand  in  behalf  of  an  institution  of  the  South.  That  in- 
stitution is  slavery.  In  like  manner,  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty,  as  a  Northern  man,  to  take  a  counter  stand  in  con- 
servation of  one  among  the  dearest  of  the  institutions 
of  the  North.  This  institution  is  liberty.  It  is  not  to 
assail  shivery,  but  to  defend  liberty,  that  I  speak. 

It  is  demanded  of  us.  Do  you  seek  to  impose  re- 
strictions on-  Arkansas,  in  violation  of  the  compromise 
under  which  Missouri  entered  the  Union? 

I  might  content  myself  with  replying  that  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  was  not  a  party  to  that  compromise. 
She  never  directly  or  indirectly  assented  to  it.  Most  of 
her  Representatives  in  Congress  voted  against  it.  Those 
of  her  Repreaentatives  who,  regarding  that  compro- 
mise in  the  light  of  an  set  of  conciliation  Important  to 
tbe  general  intereats  of  the  Union,  voted  for  it,  were 
disavowed  and  denounced  at  home,  and  were  stigma- 
tized even  here,  by  a  Southern  member,  as  over-com- 
pliant towards  the  exacttngness  of  the  South. 

Let  me  add  in  passing,  as  a  kindred  fact,  which  the 
train  of  association  brings  to  mind,  that  it  ia  this  yety 
exigeance  of  gentlemen  from  the  South  which  com- 
pels those  of  tbe  North  to  act  and  speak  more  decidedly 
than  they  might  be  disposed  to  do  of  their  own  mere 
volition.  We  come  here,  generally,  imbued  with  much 
reluctance  to  debate  the  subject  of  slaverv;  but  when- 
ever it  is  touched,  we  hear  language  addressed  to  us 
which  necessarily  produces  a  revulsion  of  feeling,  a  re- 
action on  our  part:  our  position  is  changed  from  that  of 
assailants  to  the  assailed,  silence  wears  the  aspect  of  fear, 
and  concession  is  converted  into  pusillanimity.  No  choice 
remains  to  us  but  to  maintain  temperately,  yet  firmly,  the 
rights  and  the  principles  of  the  Nurth. 

But,  continues  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  you  had 
no  power  to  impose  restrictions  upon  Missouri;  you  have 
no  power  to  impose  restrictions  upon  Arkansas;  that  was 
the  doctrine  of  the  South  then,  as  the  debates  of  that 
day  abundantly  show,  and  it  is  now  tbe  doctrine  of  the 
South. 

Sir,  I  also.have  looked  into  the  debates  and  the  legis- 
lation which  preceded  the  adm'asion  of  Missouri.  Was 
it  without  restrictions?  The  act  which  authorized  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  Government  imposed  various  restrictions 
upon  the  powers  of  the  future  State,  conditional  to  its 
admission  into  the  Union,  such  as  the  demarcation  of  its 
limits,  the  regulation  of  public  lands  within  it,  and  the 
free  navigation  of  its  rivers.  The  very  clause  of  that 
statute  in  which  the  celebrated  compromise  consists — 
the  provision  "  that  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France 
to  the  United  States  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which 
lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north 
latitude,  not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  con- 
templated by  this  act,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof 
the  parties  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby,  forever  prohibited" — this  enactment  is  in  it- 
self an  exercise  of  the  right  of  restriction,  both  as  it  re- 
gards Missouri  and  Arkansas,  or  any  other  State  which 
may  be  formed  out  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana.  If  Con- 
gress bad  a  right  to  prescribe  such  a  restriction  for  the 
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region  north  of  tbat  pirallel  of  latitude^  it  had  the  same 
right  to  prescnhe  it  for  the  region  south  of  that  parallel; 
Although»  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  itself,  it  abstained 
from  the  exercise  of  the  right  in  the  latter  case.  Nay» 
the  resolution  of  the  2d  of  March,  1821,  for  the  admis- 
Bion  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  which  is  now  on  the 
table  before  me,  provides  that  she  shall  be  admitted 
only  **  upon  the  fundamental  condition"  that  a  particu- 
lar clause  of  her  constitution,  relating  to  colored  per- 
■ons,  should  never  take  effect;  and  upon  her  solemn  as- 
sent to  that  condition,  and  not  before,  Missouri  entered 
into  the  Union. 

Did  not  the  acts  for  the  admission  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  impose  conditions  upon  each  of  those  States? 
Unquestionably.  Does  not  the  bill  now  before  us  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  f  Ay,  and  the  most  onerous 
one  of  the  relinquishment  of  a  territory  which  she  claims 
and  desires,  and  tiie  acceptance  of  another  in  lieu  of  it, 
which  she  neither  claims  nor  desires. 

But  these  examples,  it  may  be  said,  are  not  precisely 
in  point,  since  they  are  drawn  from  that  aaero-aanct  soil 
which  was  dedicated  to  freedom  by  Nathan  Dane's  ordi- 
nance. Arkansas  stands  upon  a  peculiar  footing.  It  is 
neither  a  pfirt  of  the  territoiy  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  nor 
of  that  southwest  of  the  Ohio.  It  belongs  to  the  terri- 
tory ceded  to  us  by  France.  May  we  exact  conditions 
of  the  people  of  that  territory,  when  they  ask  admission 
into  the  Union? 

That  we  did  so  in  the  case  of  Missouri,  I  have  already 
shown.  So  did  we,  to  a  far  greater  extent,  in  that  of, 
Louisiana.  Nay,  does  not  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Arkansas^  as  presented  to  us  by  its  friends,  impose  re- 
strictions' This  very  amendment,  now  under  debate* 
if  adopted,  will  only  be  one  of  a  series  of  restrictions. 
It  will  not  be  a  solitary  condition,  standing  alone,  as  if 
in  exception  to  analogy  and  to  rule. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  not  be  satis- 
fied, nor  should  I,  to  deal  with  this  important  point  as  a 
mere  question  of  precedent.  It  might  sufRce  at  the  bar; 
it  will  not  answer  in  this  House.  How  stands  the  case, 
then,  as  one  of  general  principle  or  constitutional  right? 
This  depends  upon  the  terms  either  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  or  those  of  the  convention  with 
France,  by  which  we  acquired  Louisiana. 

The  constitution  says: 

'*  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into 
this  Union;  but  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected 
within  the  jarisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State 
be  formed  by  the  Junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or 
parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 

Here  are  certain  cases  in  which  the  constitution  im- 
poses restrictions  on  the  power  of  Congress  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union.  In  all  others  we  may  or  may 
not  act  at  our  discretion.  So  far  as  the  terms  of  the 
constitution  go,  we  are  not  bound  to  act.  Suppose  the 
people  of  Cuba  should  ask  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ? 
Must  we  consent?  Clearly  not.  And  if  we  do  consent? 
Then  we  may  stipulate  for  all  such  conditions  in  our  own 
favor  as  we  see  fit.  We  may  say^You  shall  pay  a 
price  in  money  or  lands,  you  shall  emancipate  your  slaves, 
you  shall  deport  your  free  blacks.  The  constitution 
confers  on  us  the  discretion  to  admit  new  States  at  will; 
it  limits,  in  certain  respects,  our  power  to  act  affirma- 
tively, and  in  so  doing  it  excludes  that  kind  of  limitation 
in  all  other  respects;  but  it  does  not  limit,  in  any  re- 
spect, our  discretion  on  the  negative  side  of  a  refusal  to 
admit  new  States. 

Our  obligation  to  admit  Arkanaas  into  the  Union  is 
not  created,  then,  bjr  the  terms  of  the  constitution.  It 
is  founded  on  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  France 
of  1803,  commonly  called  the  Louisiana  convention. 
The  French  republic,  in  ceding  Louisiana  to  the  United 


States,  made  a  stipulation  in  behalf  of  the  peop!e  trans- 
ferred to  us,  to  the  following  effect: 

"  Abt.  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territories 
shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States, 
and  admitted,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  possible,  according 
to  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitution,  to  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  in  the  mean  time 
they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  liberties,  property,  and  the  religions  which  they 
profess.  >* 

What  might  be  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  colony 
of  Louisians,  or  any  part  of  that  colony,  under  the  lat- 
ter clause  of  this  article,  it  is  not  very  important  in  this 
connexion  to  inquire.  Congress,  it  may  be  remarked, 
would  have  a  general  jurisdiction,  extending  even  to  the 
question  of  sisvery,  unless  that  be  excluded  by  the  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty.  That  it  is  not  so  excluded  is  plainly 
apparent,  from  the  consideration  that  the  liberties  and 
property,  described  in  the  treaty,  can  be  nothing  more 
than  the  liberties  and  properties  which  the  people  of 
Louisiana  held,  under  existmg  laws,  as  a  French  colony. 
Slave  property  was  subject  to  regulation  or  annihilation 
in  the  colony  of  Louisiana,  just  as  it  was  then,  and  is  now, 
in  the  other  dependencies  of  France. 

The  word  *•  liberties,"  in  the  second  clause  of  the  ar- 
ticle, does  not  refer  to  the  rights  possessed  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  which  the  people  of  Louisiana 
might  thereafter  acquire  under  the  first  clause.  Rights 
of  this  kind  were  among  the  restrictions  imposed  on 
Louisiana  on  her  admission  into  the  Union.  The  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  provides  not  only 
that  her  constitution  shall  be  '*  republican,  and  conaistent 
with  that  of  the  United  States,"  but  also  that  *<it  shall 
contain  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  reVgioua 
liberty;  that  it  shall  secure  to  the  citizens  the  trial  by 
jury  in  all  criminal  cases,  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  cor  put,"  These  are  restrictions  on  tlie  admis- 
sion of  a  State  of  the  right  character,  and  precisely  in 
point,  being  restrictions  in  favor  of  the  extension  of 
liberty.  If  Congress  might  impose  on  the  people  of  the 
colony  of  Louisiana  the  trial  by  jury,  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  liberty, 
generally,  surely  it  might  consider  whether  it  would  sanc- 
tion the  extension  or  legal  perpetuation  of  personal  ser- 
vitude. 

Nor  did  the  people  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana  acquire 
any  privilege,  under  the  first  clause  of  the  article,  to  ex- 
clude Cong^ss  from  imposing  upon  them  restrictions  in 
favor  of  liberty,  on  their  appl>'ing  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  It  exercised  such  a  power  in  various  important 
particulars  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It  exer- 
cised it  in  the  case  of  Missouri..  It  exercised  it,  at  the  same 
time,in  regard  to  all  the  reatof  the  colony jexcept  Arkanaas. 

*<AII  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,"  refers  to  things  of  federal,  not  of 
municipal  resort.  So  does  the  expression  on  "equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  applied  in  the  statute 
book  to  the  admission  of  new  States.  Otherwise,  it 
would  be  sheer  nonsense.  There  are  no  two  States  in 
the  Union  in  which  municipal  '*  rights,  advantages,  and 
immunities,"  are  precisely  the  same.  It  is,  therefore,  an 
impossibility  to  adroit  a  new  State  to  an  equality,  in  this 
respect,  with  each  and  all  of  the  original  SUtes.  The. 
citizens  of  each  State  are  entitled,  by  the  constitution, 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
United  States.  But  it  is  the  enjoyment  of  those  privi- 
leges which  is  equalised,  the  privileges  themselves  re- 
maining locally  diverse.  A  citizen  of  New  York,  who 
removes  to  Pennsylvania,  does  not  carry  the  laws  of  New 
York  with  him,  but  is  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  those  of 
Pennsylvania,  just  as  if  he  had  originally  resided  in  the 
latter  State. 
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And,  if  it  were  otberwiie,  it  might  be  a  sobject  of  very 
l^ave  question,  whether  <' inhabitants  of  the  ceded  ter- 
ritories" meant  only  a  certain  class  or  color,  and  also 
which  of  the  two,  whether  the  exclusion  of  liberty  or 
the  exclusion  of  slavery  be  the  more  distinctive  "en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States. *' 

Whatever  view,  therefore,  I  take  of  the  sobject,  I 
canmH  yield  my  assent  to  the  doctrines  of  the  gentleman 
from  Yirginia. 

At  the  same  time,  the  proposition  of  my  colleague 
steers  altogether  clear  of  the  compromise  implied  in  the 
act  for  the  admission  of  Missouri. 

That  compromise,  so  far  as  expressed  in  the  act,  is  to 
this  effect:  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
without  a  prohibition  of  slavery,  in  consideration  of 
which,  slavery  is  prohibited  in  all  that  part  of  the  colony 
of  Louisiana  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  of 
latitude^  and  not  included  in  Missouri.  This  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  compromise.  In  spirit  no  more  can  be 
made  of  it  than  to  say  that  Arkansas,  lying  south  of  the 
parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty*^nine  minutes,  shall  be 
admitted  on  the  same  conditions  with  Missouri.  This 
amendment  leaves  untouched  ss  well  the  letter  as  the 
spirit  of  the  compromise.  It  does  not  propose  to  ex- 
clude Arkansas  from  the  Union.  It  does  not  require  of 
her  to  abolish  slavery  as  the  condition  of  her  admission 
into  the  Union. 

If  the  proposed  amendment  had  gone  this  length,  there 
would  be  doubt  in  my  mind  whether  I  could  consistently 
give  it  my  support.  I  voted,  some  short  time  since,  in 
fkvor  of  the  resolution  sdopted  by  this  House,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  inter- 
fere with  the  institution  of  slavery  within  the  States. 
This  resolution  was  not  very  logically  conceived,  nor  ac- 
curately worded.  It  is  not  true,  literally,  that  Congress 
cannot  "interfere,  in  any  way,"  with  sUvery  in  the 
States.  To  abolish  the  foreign  slave  trade,  and  still  more 
the  domestic  slave  trade,  is  to  act,  indirectly,  upon  sla- 
very; and  there  is  one  way  in  which  Congress  is  express- 
ly commanded  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States; 
namely,  for  its  maintenance  in  the  case  of  insurrection  or 
invasion.  I  voted  for  the  resolution  in  the  sense  which 
I  believed  it  was  intended  to  convey,  as  a  declaration  that 
Congress  cannot  exercise  legislative  jurisdiction,  of  any 
sort,  over  the  institution  of  slavery  within  the  States. 

I  desire  on  this,  as  on  every  other  occasion,  to  act  up 
to  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  that  declaration;  but,  in 
so  acting,  I  do  not  consent  to  the  surrender  of  any  one 
of  the  rights  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  or  of  debate,  which 
belong  to  me  as  a  man,  a  citizen,  or  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. I  do  not  persuade  myself  that  liberty  is  an  evil, 
or  slavery  a  blessing.  When  called  upon  to  accord  my 
official  sanction  to  a  frame  of  government,  which  not 
merely  permits  but  expressly  perpetuates  slavery,  I 
should  be  false  to  all  the  opinions  and  principles  of  my 
life  if  I  did  not  promptly  return  a  peremptory  and  em- 
phatic no. 

This  question,  I  repeat,  is  a  totally  different  one  from 
that  presented  and  decided  in  the  case  of  Missouri. 
There  the  question  was,  whether  Congress  would  act 
prohibitively  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  In  Missouri. 
Here  the  question  Is,  whether  Congress  will  act  confirm- 
atorily  for  the  perpetuation  of  slavery  in  Arkansas. 

Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  House,  not  connected  per- 
sonally with  the  institution  of  slavery,  who  can  suffer 
himself  to  hesitate  on  such  a  point? 

If  Arkansas  had  been  silent  on  this  subject,  there  might 
be  some  plausible  pretext  for  asking  us  to  be  silent.  But 
Arkansas  having  put  this  noxious  matter  in  her  constitu- 
tion, and  having  brought  it  here  for  our  approbation,  it 
■  is  the  duty  of  the  members  of  this  House  at  least  to  say: 
w«  vrash  our  hands  of  the  unclean  tWng. 


We  are  engaged  in  the  creation  of  infant  empires. 
What  we  shall  now  do  is  to  act  upon  generations  yet  un- 
born, to  the  end  of  time.  There  is  no  appreciation  of 
the  consequences  which  lie  enveloped,  like  the  minute 
germe  of  the  springing  seed,  in  the  work  of  this  hour. 
And  at  such  a  time,  shall  we,  with  the  accents  of  liberty 
perpetually  on  our  lips;  shall  we,  whose  very  institutions 
are  established  on  the  fundamental  doctrine  of  human 
right;  shall  we,  the  representatives  of  the  free  people  of 
the  United  States,  be  bmtishly  dumb,  when  it  is  sought, 
through  u§,  to  render  slavery  irredeemably  perpetual  in 
a  new  State  soliciting  admission  into  the  Union? 

I  claim  it  as  the  right  of  my  constituents,  it  is  my  own 
right,  to  withhold  assent  from  this  exceptionable  clause 
in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas.  If  the  question  had 
arisen  at  a  more  propitious  hour,  if  the  committee  were 
not  predetermined  to  abridge  debate  by  such  means  as 
they  have  the  power  to  exert,  I  should  have  argued  af- 
firmatively the  inexpediency  and  injustice  of  that  clause, 
upon  general  principles  of  reason.  Wholly  abstaining 
to  enter  this  pertment  field  of  remark,  I  have  endeavored 
to  confine  myself  to  a  brief  and  simple  defence  of  the 
amendment  before  us,  in  reply  to  the  obaervations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia. 

There  is  one  thing  more,  to  which  I  feel  bound,  in 
conclusion,  to  advert. 

On  the  first  introduction  of  this  subject  to  the  notice 
of  the  House,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  made  a  dec- 
laration, which  I  particularly  noticed  at  the  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  tenor  of  the  declaration  distinctly 
understood  by  the  House  and  by  the  country.  The  gen- 
tleman gave  It  to  be  known  that,  if  ntembers  from  the 
North  held  themselves  not  engaged  by  the  terms  of  the 
compromise  under  which  Missouri  entered  into  the 
Union,  neither  would  members  from  the  South  hold 
themselves  engaged  thereby;  and  that,  if  we  sought  to 
impose  restrictions  affecting  slave  property  on  the  one 
hand,  they  might  be  Impelled,  on  the  other  hand,  to  in- 
troduce slavery  into  the  heart  of  the  North.  I  heard  the 
suggestion  with  the  feelings  natural  to  one  born  and  bred 
in  a  land  of  equality  and  freedom.  I  took  occasion  to 
protest,  in  the  surprised  impulse  of  the  moment,  against 
the  idea  of  putting  restrictions  on  liberty  in  one  quarter 
of  the  Union,  in  retaliation  of  the  attempt  to  limit  the 
spread  of  slavery  in  another  quarter.  I  held  up  to  view 
the  inconsistency  and  inconsequence  of  uttering  the 
warmest  eulogiums  on  freedom  one  day,  of  pouring  out 
aspirations  that  the  spirit  of  liberty  might  pervade  the 
universe,  and  at  another  time  threatening  the  North  with 
the  establishment  of  slavery  within  its  borders,  if  a 
Northern  member  should  deprecate  the  legal  perpetua- 
tion of  sisvery  in  a  proposed  new  State  of  the  West.  It 
did  not  fall  within  the  rules  of  pertinent  debate  to  pur- 
sue the  subject  at  that  time;  and  I  have  but  a  siugle  idea 
to  present  now,  in  addition  to  what  I  then  observed. 

It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  judge  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginis,  and  any  of  his  friends  or  fellow-citi- 
zens at  the  South,  deliberately  and  soberly  cherish  the 
extraordinary  purpose  which  his  language  implied.  I 
trust  it  was  but  a  hasty  thought,  struck  out  in  the  ardor 
of  debate.  To  introduce  slavery  into  the  heart  of  the 
North.'  Vain  idea!  Invasion,  pestilence,  civil  war,  may 
conspire  to  exterminate  the  eight  millions  of  free  spirits 
who  now  dwell  there.  This,  in  the  long  kipse  of  agea 
,  incalcMlable,  is  possible  to  happen.  You  may  raze  to 
the  earth  the  thronged  cities,  the  industrious  villages, 
the  peaceful  hamlets  of  the  North.  You  may  lay  waste 
its  fertile  valleys  and  verdant  hill-sides.  You  may  plant 
its  very  soil  with  salt,  and  consign  it  to  everlasting  deso- 
lation. You  may  transform  its  beautiful  fields  into  n 
desert  as  bare  as  the  blank  face  of  the  sands  of  Sahara. 
You  may  reach  the  realization  of  the  infernal  boast  with 
which  Attjia  the  Hun  marched  his  barbaric  boats  into 
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14m1y,  demolishingf  whatever  there  \b  of  ciTilization  or 

Sroapertty  in  the  happy  dwellinga  of  the  North,  and  re- 
ucing^  their  very  substance  to  powder,  ao  that  a  squad- 
ron of  cavalry  shall  f?allop  over  the  site  of  populous 
oitiea,  unimpeded  as  the  wild  ateeds  on  the  savannas  of 
the  West.  AU  this  you  may  do:  it  is  within  the  bounds 
of  physical  possibility.  But  I  solemnly  assure  every  gen- 
tleman within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  I  proclaim  to  the 
country  and  to  the  world,  that,  until  all  this  be  fully 
accomplished  to  the  uttermost  'eztremitv  of  the  letter, 
you  cannot,  you  shall  not,  introduce  slavery  into  the 
heart  of  the  North. 

Mr.  HARD  rose  to  oppose  the  bill  and  advocate  the 
amendment}  but  said,  as  the  committee  bad  been  in  ses- 
sion twenty  hours,  and  every  member  must  feel  serious- 
ly the  fatigue  of  this  long  session,  and  as  the  bill  had 
been  taken  up  for  consideration  since  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  he  hoped  the  committee  would  rise,  to  enable 
those  who  wished  to  give  their  views  of  the  measure  an 
opportunity  to  examine  more  carefully  the  bill  and  other 
papers  and  documents  connected  with  It. 

The  committee  refusing  to  rise,  by  a  large  majority, 

Mr.  Hard  proceeded.  I  am  unable  to  perceive  any 
good  reason  why  this  important  measure  should  be  thus 
recklessly  pushed  through  amidst  darkness,  fatigue,  and 
confusion,  or  why  gentlemen  should  be  summoned  from 
their  beds  at  this  unseasonable  hour,  and  compelled  to 
give  their  votes  upon  the  bill  without  time  or  opportuni- 
ty  for  examination  or  reflection.  Is  it  matter  of  no  mo- 
ment to  us  or  the  American  people  that  we  are  about  to 
add  one  more  State  to  this  Union?  Does  it  afford  no  re- 
buke to  inconsiderate  haste  that  this  bill  adds  one  star 
more  to  the  constellation  of  our  confederated  republic? 
Do  not  the  safety  of  the  constitution,  the  defence  of  civil 
liberty,  and  the  cause  of  humanity  itself,  require  reflec- 
tion and  consideration,  before  we  pass  this  bill? 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  until  since  the  bill  was  ta- 
ken up  in  committee  of  examining  this  case.  But  by  the 
little  acquaintance  I  have  obtained  with  the  various  mat- 
ters connected  with  it,  and  the  few  hours'  reflection  I 
have  bestowed  upon  the  constitution  of  Arkansas,  I  am 
solemnly  impressed  with  the  momentous  character  of  the 
bill,  asa  measure  vitally  connected  with  the  peace  of  the 
Union  and  the  harmony  and  political  interests  of  the 
nation. 

Sir,  the  decision  we  make  upon  this  bill  will  carry 
with  it  the  interesting  result  of  conferring  liberty  or  per- 
petuating slavery  to  millions  of  human  beings  yet  unborn. 
Yes,  sir,  the  decision  we  make  this  morning,  with  sleep- 
less eyes  and  debilitated  bodies;  will  proclaim  through 
your  journals  to  the  world  and  posterity  whether  the 
representatives  of  the  people  of  this  far-famed  republic, 
the  collected  guardians  of  civil  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
man,  have  the  virtue  and  patriotism  to  defend  and  carry 
out  the  sound  maxims  that  furm  the  true  basis  of  this  ex- 
cellent form  of  government;  or  whether,  for  the  sake  of 
advancing  the  interest  of  a  miserable  partisan  policy, 
they  will  sacrifice  both  the  honor  and  liberty  of  their 
country,  by  entailing  upon  the  freemen  of  a  sovereign 
State  the  interminable  institution  of  slavery. 
P  Sir,  we  are  about  to  adopt  a  legislative  ordinance 
which,  when  sanctioned  by  the  proper  aothorities,  will 
pass  from  under  our  jurisdiction.  We  can  never  reclaim 
it;  the  faith  of  the  nation  will  stand  pledged  to  abide  by 
it;  and  however  odious  and  dangerous  it  may  prove  to 
the  harmony  of  the  Union,  we  can  never  amend  or  re- 
peal it.  So  far  as  the  faith  and  integrity,  if  not  the  pow- 
er, of  Congress  are  concerned,  it  will  be,  like  the  laws 
of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  irrevocably  confirmed  and 
established.  Is  there  any  circumstance  connected  with 
the  business  of  the  House  to  justify  for  a  moment  such 
rashness  in  legislation?  For  one,  1  am  not  prepared  to 
ftdmit  the  State  of  ArkaasM  od  ao  equal  footing  with 


other  Statea,  without  an  eiFort  at  least  to  restrict  her  to 
a  form  of  government  that  shall  harmonize  with  the 
principles  of  the  constitution.  I  cannot  consent  to  be 
driven  to  sustain  a  measure  fraught  with  such  infinite 
peril  to  the  cause  of  personal  liberty,  without  one  ef- 
fort to  resist  it.  I  had  reason  to  expect  that  the  commit- 
tee would  have  exercised  its  courtesy  in  allowing  us  one 
day  for  deliberation.  But  as  it  has  just  refused  to  rise, 
and  has  more  than  intimated  its  determination,  by  fre* 
quent  vociferations  of  question!  question!  to  push  the 
bill  to  a  passage  at  this  sitting,  or  at  least  to  place  it 
where  they  can  stop  debate  by  the  previous  question,  I 
trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  detaining  it  a  few  momenta 
with  a  statement  of  some  of  the  reasons  tliat  shall  dictate 
my  vote  on  the  bill. 

In  touching  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  right  claimed 
by  any  State  to  sustain  it,  I  feel  all  the  delicacy  and  em- 
barrassment any  one  can  feel,  who  labors,  as  1  do,  under 
a  solemn  conviction  that  they  are  subjects  connected 
with  the  highest  interest,  and  I  may  add  domestic  safety, 
of  the  citizens  of  the  South  and  Southwestern  States  of 
this  Union.  And  I  feel  the  more  painful  embarrassment 
from  the  fresh  recollection  of  the  fearful  excitentent  that 
pervaded  all  sections  of  the  country,  and  the  consterna- 
tion it  spread  among  the  slaveholding  commuuity,  at  a 
period  immediately  preceding  this  present  session  of 
Congress.  1  would  rather  have  remained  silent  than 
provoked  anew  those  discordant  feelings,  which,  at  the 
early  period  of  our  deliberations,  had  marred  the  har- 
mony of  legislation,  and  which,  though  half  smothered, 
still  smoulders  within  these  walls.  I  would  have  re- 
frained from  adding  one  word,  but  from  the  impulse  of 
a  strong  sense  of  paramount  duty  which  I  owe  to  my 
station,  my  constituents,  and  the  cause  of  humanity. 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  country  if  these  sub- 
jects could  have  been  deferred  until  the  recent  excite- 
ment  was  fully  allayed;  an  excitement  which  not  only 
threatened  a  revolution  and  a  separation  of  the  Union, 
but  was  fearfully  portentous  of  a  servile  war,  that  mast 
have  deluged  the  fairest  portion  of  this  country  in  the 
blood  of  our  brethren  and  kindred — ^a  war  that  would 
have  proved  more  relentless  and  implacable  to  the  cries 
of  defenceless  innocence  than  the  most  terrific  wars  of 
the  tomahawk  and  seal  ping-knife. 

In  submitting  my  brief  remarks,  I  beg  to  assure  gen- 
tlemen of  the  slaveholding  States,  that  while  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  bill,  1  hold  as  sacred  and  inviolable  as  any 
one  in  this  House  the  rights  secuied  to  all  those  States 
wiio  were  parties  to  the  original  compact.  1  would  as 
readily  engage  in  a  crusade  against  the  Union  itself,  as 
touch  one  word  or  obliterate  one  letter  of  that  dear- 
bought  compromise  which  gave  them  their  rights  over 
their  slave  property.  The  views  which  I  entertain  of 
the  propriety  and  constitutional  authority  of  perpetua- 
ting human  slavery  in  the  new  States  and  Territories  be- 
longing to  this  Government  have  not  the  slightest  ap- 
plication to  the  original  States  of  the  confederacy.  I'he 
thirteen  United  States  formed  so  many  parties  to  the 
compact,  each  of  which  were  left  free  to  adopt  or  reject 
it,  ad  libitum.  While  the  compact  was  in  progress  of 
formation,  each  had  an  undoubted  right  to  propose  arti- 
cles of  stipulation,  which,  when  adopted,  formed  part  and 
parcel  of  the  whole.  The  instrument,  when  legalized,  was 
obligatory  in  all  its  parts,  or  in  none  of  them.  It  bound 
all  the  parties,  or  none;  and  whatever  may  be  the  disad- 
vantages arising  to  either  or  any  of  the  partie^  there  is 
no  remedy  save  through  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  in- 
strument itself.  However  deeply  we  n^ay  deplore  the 
existence  of  slavery  at  tite  South,  as  the  compact  has 
left  them  free  to  sustain  it  or  not,  we  are  bound  to  ac- 
quiesce in  it.  Congress  has  no  power  to  interfere  with 
it  without  the  consent  of  the  States  intcFested.  But,  sir, 
the  reasons  which  impel  us  to  acquiesce  in  the  right  to 
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bold  human  beings  in  slavery  among  tbe  original  States 
do  by  no  means  authorize  Congress  to  perpetuate  it  in 
the  new  one.  There  is  no  compact  existing  between  the 
General  GoTcmment  and  any  of  the  new  States  or  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  whereby  it  has  conceded  to  them 
the  right  to  barter  in  human  flesh;  and  I  am  determined, 
while  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor,  never  to 
give  my  vote  for  a  measure  that  will  sanction  or  permit 
such  a  gloomy  practice.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  very 
readily  and'  cheerfully  against  the  passsge  of  this  bill, 
and  I  shall  do  so  under  a  conscientious  belief  that  Con- 
gress has  no  j>ower  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union  with  a 
constitutional  government  which  authorizes  and  sustains 
human  slavery. 

All  will  concede  that  Congress  acts  under  constitu- 
tional (^ants,  and  that  it  can  take  nothing  by  naked  im- 
plication; that  where  the  terms  of  the  grant  are  clear 
and  determinate,  the  exercise  of  the  power  derived  un- 
der it  should  conform  to  the  letter  of  the  grant.  But 
where  the  terms  are  rendered  vague  by  their  generality 
or  want  of  clearness,  such  construction  should  be  given 
them  as  best  comports  with  tbe  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

Congress  derives  its  power  to  admit  new  States  from 
the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  "new  States 
may  be  admitted  by  Congress  into  this  Union."  Here 
the  terms  of  the  grant  are  general,  and,  unconnected 
with  the  fourth  section  of  the  same  article,  would  liter- 
ally imply  a  power  to  admit  a  State  without  regard  to  its 
form  of  government;  and  yet  I  presume  that,  even  under 
this  general  grant,  no  gentleman  will  contend  that  Con- 
gress would  be  authorized  to  admit  to  federal  union  and 
political  association  a  State  under  the  sovereignty  of  a 
despot.  Should  such  a  State  apply  for  admission,  and 
claim  its  right  under  this  general  grant,  Congress  would 
appeal  to  construction,  and  urge  these  grounds  as  a 
reason  for  denying  the  application,  that  such  admission 
would  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  it 
would  destroy  the  unity,  impair  the  harmony,  and  change 
the  character  of  our  National  Government. 

But  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  con- 
stitution comes  in  aid  of  that  power,  and  renders  clear 
and  determinate  what  was  before,  from  a  too  great 
generality  of  the  terms,  left  doubtful.  By  that  section  it  is 
declared  that  **the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every 
State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and 
shall  protect  each  of  them  from  invasion."  By  taking 
these  two  sections  in  connexion,  as  they  clearly  should 
be,  the  power  of  Congress  over  these  subjects  would  be 
rendered  clear,  determinate,  and  consistent  with  every 
other  grant.  The  two  clauses,  tsken  together,  confers 
power  that  is  entire,  unique,  and  indivisible,  which  is  ex* 
pressed  thus:  **  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  this 
Union,  and  the  United  States  shall  guaranty  a  republican 
form  of  government,  and  protect  them  from  invasion." 
If  Congress,  then,  in  admitting  a  new  State,  is  bound  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government,  a  duty  is 
created  which  raises  a  corresponding  right  to  inquire  into 
the  terms  of  the  government  founded  by  the  State  to  be 
admitted,  and  a  right  to  dictate  the  form  of  its  funda- 
mental code  or  constitution,  with  a  view  of  rendering  it 
consistent  with  such  a  form  of  government;  and  this  it  has 
a  right  to  do,  as  a  fundamental  condition  of  its  admission. 

In  pursuance  of  this  right,  and  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power,  it  is  tbe  imperious  duty  of  Congress  to  examine 
carefully  the  constitution  of  Arkansas  now  before  it;  and, 
before  tliat  State  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  Congress 
should  be  satisfied  that  the  constitution  under  which  it 
intends  to  organize  will  secure  to  the  citizens  of  that 
State  a  republican  form  of  government.  This,  sir,  may 
be  a  startling  proposition  to  such  as  are  bred  in  the  school 
of  strict  construction,  snd  who  claim  for  the  States  all 
power,  and  leave  to  the  General  Government  none*    It 


may  seem  to  them  to  ssvor  of  the  heresy  of  consolidation. 
But,  sir,  as  odious  as  it  may  appear  to  the  modern  State- 
right  school  men,  if  it  be  sustained  by  the  constitution  in 
letter  or  spirit,  it  will  lose  nothing  by  denunciations  from 
that  quarter.  I  disclaim  all  devotion  to  the  doctrine  of 
consolidation,  as  defined  by  the  cant  scribblers  of  the 
day.  While  I  would  be  proud  to  acknowledge  myself 
the  humble  and  loyal  subject  of  federal  supremacy,  I 
would  still  claim  to  be  the  faithful  and  fearless  advocate 
of  the  rights,  the  unabridged  rights,  of  State  sovereignty; 
but  I  can  never  be  so  far  forgetful  of  the  duty  I  owe  to 
the  one,  nor  so  rashly  commit  myself  to  the  interests  of 
the  other,  as  to  surrender  the  power  the  constitution  has 
conferred  on  me,  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  of 
defending  the  cause  of  constitutional  liberty  wherever  it 
may  be  assailed  in  the  person  of  any  citizen,  let  him  be 
a  resident  of  what  State  he  will. 

What,  let  me  ask  gentlemen,  were  the  motive  and  end 
of  our  federal  Union  ^  If  we  may  credit  the  recorded 
testimony  of  the  patriots  who  formed  it,  as  avowed  in  the 
preamble  to  the  constitution,  it  was  designed  <*  to  estab- 
lish justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  se- 
cure the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  poster- 
ity." These,  sir,  were  among  the  great  and  noble  mo- 
tives that  induced  the  brave  and  the  wise  of  former  days 
to  propose  and  establish  a  national  Union.  These  were 
the  principles,  to  secure  which  they  incurred  all  the  hor- 
rors of  a  domestic  war,  and  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honors;  and  these  are  the 
principles  which  we,  as  legislators,  are  required  to 
maintain  and  defend,  not  to  transgress,  either  directly, 
by  open  acts  of  violation,  or  indirectly,  by  conniving  at 
the  introduction  or  perpetuation  of  slavery  within  the 
boundaries  of  any  of  the  territories  of  this  Union. 

On  examining  the  ordinance  adopted  by  the  conven 
tion  of  Arkansas,  I  find,  as  a  whole,  it  exhibits  tbe  most 
singular  incongruity  of  parts.  While  it  professes  to  pro- 
tect liberty,  it  esUblishes  the  most  degrading  species  of 
slavery,  and  dignifies  it  with  a  place  in  tbe  fundamenUl 
charter  of  the  Government.  It  eonUins  many  provi- 
sions worthy  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  and  such 
as  would  excite  the  admiration  of  the  patriot  and  phiUn- 
thropist,  while  it  embraces  others  that  create  disgust. 
It  commences,  in  the  language  of  the  convention,  with 
high  professions  of  attachment  to  the  noble  maxims  «f 
free  government,  and  adopts,  almost  verbatim,  the  lan- 
guage of  the  declaration  of  independence.  It  promises 
to  sustain  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and  recom- 
mends as  essential  to  the  preservation  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment a  diffusioo  of  knowledge  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment among  the  people.  In  the  main,  this  ordinance  as- 
serts and  adopts  the  elementary  principles  of  a  republi- 
can Government;  and  were  it  not  for  the  insertion  of  that 
odious  section  in  relation  to  human  slavery,  that  discord- 
ant note  in  the  music  of  its  parts,  it  would  have  com- 
manded my  most  cordial  approbation. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  second  clause  of  the  ninth 
article  of  this  ordinance,  it  is  declared  •*  that  tbe  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  Uws  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner;  they  shall  have  no  power  to  prevent  emigranto 
to  this  State  from  bringing  with  them  such  persons  as 
are  deemed  slaves  by  the  tows  of  any  one  of  the  United 
States;  they  shall  have  power  to  pass  tows  to  permit  the 
owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them,  saving  the  rights 
of  the  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from  becoming  a 
public  charge;  they  shall  have  power  to  prevent  slaves 
from  being  brought  to  this  State  as  merchandise,  and 
oblige  owners  of  stoves  to  treat  them  with  humanity." 
These  are  placed  alongside  of  those  lofty  and  admirable 
provisions  to  which  I  have  Just  alluded,  and  which, 
were  it  not  for  tbcmj  would  reflect  honor  and  credit 
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upon  tlie  people  of  Arkansas.  With  these  eztraordinaiy 
and  heretical  principles  avowed  and  adopted  into  their 
constittttion,  oug^ht  we,  have  we  the  power,  to  admit  that 
Territory  into  the  Union  **  on  an  equal  footing  with  tiie 
other  States?"  Were  I  to  vote  for  its  adinisaion*  I 
ahould  feel  I  had  done  criminal  violence  to  the  oath  I 
had  talcen  '*  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United 
8tatesf*'  I  diould  feel  guilty  of  having  neglected  an  im- 
portant duty  I  owe  to  my  country,  as  on«  of  its  repre- 
sentativea—that  of  <*  taking  care  that  the  republic  re- 
ceive no  harm.*'  I  cannot  vote  for  the  admission  of 
that  Territory  as  long  as  that  section  is  in  her  constitu- 
tion. That  section  entirely  changes  the  character  of  the 
Government.  The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
MaisachusettSy  though  it  disavows  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  that  article,  does  not  remove  the  evil,  nor 
would  it  restore  to  it  the  republican  character}  it  would 
still  be  a  Government  which  tolerated  the  grossest  tyran- 
ny. 1  believe,  therefore,  such  admission  to  be  contrary 
to  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the  constitution. 

That  instrument  does  not  secure  to  the  people  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.  It  permits  the  existence 
of  the  most  degrading  and  absolute  species  of  domestic 
slavery,  and  actually  prohibits  the  legislative  branch  of 
the  Govemnsent  from  passing  laws  to  remove  it.  It 
places  the  slave  further  beyond  the  read)  of  human 
laws  or  any  of  its  remedies  than  it  does  the  property 
the  citizen  may  hold  in  inanimate  matter.  While  the 
Legislature  may  pass  a  law  taking  from  you  your  per- 
sonal property  without  your  consent,  on  returning  a  fair 
equivalent,  it  is  forbidden  to  liberate  your  slave,  without 
consent,  for  any  compensation.  1  am  aware  that  an 
opinion  prevails  throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  Union, 
and  is  honestly  entertained  by  a  large,  honorable,  and 
intelligent  class  of  citizens,  that  a  Government  may  be 
republican  in  its  form,  and  still  permit  domestic  slavery  { 
and  they  gravely  refer  us  to  the  Uws  and  usagjes  of  an- 
cient republics  to  sustain  them.  The  truth  of  this  propo- 
sition depends  upon  the  fact  whether  the  eonstitulioa 
recognises  slavery,  or  whether  it  be  a  usage  which  has 
grown  (ip  Into  a  custom  by  common  consent,  aside  from 
any  constitutional  provision  or  sanction.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, it  becomes  a  fundamental  ordinance,  which  rises 
above  all  law;  in  the  second,  it  is  a  custom  merely,  or  a 
law  springing  from  legislative  enactments;  in  which  case 
it  is  under  the  control  and  regulation  of  the  law-making 
power.  In  the  first  instance,  the  Government  is  in  fMult; 
in  the  other,  the  moral  condition  of  the  municipal  regu- 
lations. I'he  one  is  or  ought  to  be  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  General  Government,  the  other  under  that  of 
the  State  authoriiies.  In  the  first  instance,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  called  republican;  in  the  other,  it  may. 
But,  sir,  aside  from  these  distinctions,  it  may  be  safely 
affirmed  that  a  republican  Government  that  recognises 
slavery  in  its  fundamental  code,  is  a  gross  political 
solecism,  and  it  can  obtaii)  no  sanction  from  the  laws 
and  usages  of  the  ancient  States.  Politicians  of  the 
present  age  should  be  aware  that  a  political  argument, 
in  relation  to  our  national  policy,  founded  upon  a  sup- 
posed resemblance  between  the  tenor  and  spirit  of  our 
Government  and  those  of  ancient  republics,  affords  but 
a  feeble  authority  in  defence  of  the  errors  of  the  latter. 
The  term  *'  republican,"  as  applied  to  the  science  of 
government  with  us,  does  not  borrow  its  import  from 
the  schools  of  antiquity.  Its  legitimate  application  was 
ascertained  and  established  by  the  political  philologi&ts 
of  the  Revolution.  The  doctors  of  those  da^s  knew 
best  how  to  apply  terms  of  government  to  their  appro- 
priate ideas.  They  affixed  nsmes  to  a  set  of  principles 
that  laid  the  foundation  of  our  happy  and  much-admired 
form  of  government.  By  a  practicvl  experience  in  the 
school  of  adversity,  they  became  familiarly  acquainted 
wtUt  the  use  of  those  prmciplesi  and  were  enabled  to 


assign  them  their  appropriate  objecU  in  the  various  de« 
partments  of  human  society.  They  tell  us  **  they  hold 
these  truths  to  be  self-evident:  that  all  men  are  created 
equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  cer- 
tain inalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  that,  to  secure  these  rights. 
Governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving  their 
just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.*'  These 
are  the  political  axioms  upon  which  our  beautiful  and 
noble  constitution  was  founded.  They  compose  the 
elements  from  which  it  derived  its  existence,  its  spirit^ 
and  by  which  it  is  sustained;  and  when  it  spes^  ofa  re- 
publican form  of  government,  it  contemplates  one  that 
imbodies  and  supports  these  axioms — one  that  combines 
all,  and  is  repugnant  to  none  of  them. 

How  does  the  constitution  of  Arkansas  comport  with 
this  description?  Does  it  teach  that  all  men  are  created 
equal?  Tliat  they  are  endowed  with  the  inalienable 
right  of  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness?  Or  does 
it  hold  in  substance  that  one  part  of  mankind  are  bom 
the  slaves  of  the  other?  That  they  are  esteemed  in  the 
light  of  nature  as  property,  and  the  unwilling  victims 
of  avarice  and  speculation?  Let  the  ninth  article  of  the 
constitution  of  Arkanaas  answer  the  question.  By  that 
article  the  slaves  of  Arkansas  are  sunk  a  grade  below 
the  brute  beasts  that  herd  in  your  plains,  or  the  flocks 
that  feed  upon  the  hills.  While  it  treats  the  slaves  as 
the  personal  property  of  the  master,  it  holds  them  less 
protected  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man  than  your  beasts 
of  burden.  Yes,  sir,  while  the  common  law  of  the  land 
ao  far  regards  the  rights  and  comforts  of  the  domestic 
animal  that  its  cruel  treatment  will  subject  him  who 
inflicts  it  to  an  indictment  and  punishment  at  hw,  this 
ordinance  leaves  the  protection  of  the  slave  a  contin- 
gent right,  depending  upon  the  uncertainty  of  human 
legislation.  It  imposes  upon  the  shive  the  most  rigid 
exactions  to  obedience  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  while  it 
denies  him  the  right  to  participate  in  their  enactments. 
In  short,  sir,  to  give  a  synopsis  of  the  whole  parallel 
which  may  be  fairly  drawn  between  the  constitutions  of 
the  United  States  and  of  Arkansas,  the  former  assumes, 
upon  the  principles  of  our  declaration  of  rights,  that  all 
men  are  born  equal,  and  have  an  equal  voice  in  the 
formation  of  that  Government  by  which  they  are  pro- 
tected and  governed;  while  the  latter  denies  such  natural 
equality,  and  holds  that  some  men  are  born  slaves,  and 
have  no  natural  riglit  to  psrticipfite  in  the  formation  of 
that  Government  to  which  they  are  responsible.  These 
form  antagonist  theses,  and  assert  principles  so  ample  in 
their  influence  upon  the  science  of  politics,  and  yet  so 
opposite  in  their  natures  and  discordant  in  their  tenden- 
cy, that  they  cannot  but  give  rise  to  respective  forms  of 
government,  which  in  their  character,  result,  and  moral 
action,  will  be  the  antipodes  of  each  other.  If  this  be 
90f  is  there  not  danger  that  by  the  admiasion  of  a  State, 
with  such  a  form  given  to  its  original  and  fundamental 
ordinance,  we  give  to  the  confederacy  such  conflicting 
interesu  and  principles  of  action  as  to  endanger  the 
peace,  the  harmony,  and  the  safety,  of  the  Union? 

The  important  and  impending  question  then  properly 
recurs,  whether  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  federal 
constitution  will  authorize  Congress  to  admit  to  the  bo- 
som of  our  national  Union  the  State  of  Arkansss,  «hile 
its  constitution  or  fundamental  ordinance  imbodies  polit- 
ical elements  hostile  to  personal  liberty  and  the  inaliena- 
ble rights  of  its  citizens. 

I  am  aware  that  it  will  be,  as  it  already  has  been,  con- 
tended that,  by  the  Missouri  compromise,  as  it  has  been 
preposterously  termed,  Congress  has  parted  with  ita 
right  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery  within  any 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  Louisiana  purchase  south  of 
thirty -six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude. 
There  are  to  my  mind  two  sub&tantial  and  tmanswernble 
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objeotioDS  to  the  loundneM  of  that  proposition.  In  the 
first  pboe,  there  wts  no  compromise  or  compaet  where- 
by Congress  surrendered  any  power*  or  yielded  any 
jurisdiction!  and,  in  the  second  place,  if  it  had  done  so, 
It  was  a  mere  legislative  act,  that  could  not  bind  their 
successors;  it  would  be  subject  to  repeal  at  the  will  of 
any  succeeding  Congress.  There  was  no  compromise 
of  surrender  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government. 
In  the  series  of  acts  and  resolutions  passed  on  that  occa- 
sion, there  were  a  number  of  reservations  of  power  and 
right,  and  some  restrictions  imposed  upon  the  constitu- 
tion of  Missouri (  but  In  no  part  of  the  history  of  that  case 
can  you  find  a  solitary  act  of  relinquishment.  By  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  March,  1820,  authorizing  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  Government,  there  were  two  very  impor- 
tiant  restrictions  imposed  upon  the  convention  in  relation 
to  this  very  subject.  By  the  proviso  to  the  fourth  sec- 
tion they  were  required  to  form  a  constitution  republican 
ip  its  form,  and  not  repugnant  to  that  of  the  United 
States {  and,  by  the  eighth  section,  slavery  and  invol- 
untary servitude  were  forever  prohibited  in  *'all  that 
part  of  the  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 
States  lying  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  min- 
utes of  north  latitude,  and  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  that  State."  Under  this  act,  the  people  of  Missouri, 
on  the  12th  of  June  of  the  same  year,  called  a  conven- 
tion, and  agreed  upon  a  constitution  embracing  an  arti- 
cle in  principle  precisely  like  that  in  the  ninth  article  of 
the  constitution  of  Arkansas,  prohibiting  its  General  As- 
sembly from  passing  any  law  emancipating  slaves  witb- 
out  the  consent  of  the  owner.  There  was  another  clause 
in  their  constitution  equally  repugnant  to  civil  liberty, 
which  .prohibited  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  set- 
tling in  that  State  under  any  pretext  whatever.  This  con- 
stitution was  submitted  to  Congress  at  its  next  session, 
and  gave  fise  to  a  discussion  which,  whether  we  consid- 
er its  protracted  length,  or  the  thrilling  interest  it  ex- 
cited throughout  the  country,  has  never  been  surpassed 
on  any  other  occasion  in  the  annals  of  our  legislation. 
This  fearful  war  of  words,  which  put  in  jeopardy  the 
Union  itself,  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  by 
Congress  admitting  that  State  into  the  Union,  upon  the 
fundamental  condition  that/he  convention  should  repeal 
the  fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third 
article  in  her  constitution,  which  authorizes  her  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  laws  prohibiting  «*  free  negroes  and  mulat- 
toes from  settling  in  that  State,  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever," and  pledge  the  faith  pf  the  State  that  no  such  law 
ever  should  be  passed.  The  convention  of  Missouri  as- 
sented to  the  restriction  imposed  by  the  resolution,  and 
complied  with  the  condition,  and,  by  a  subsequent  pro- 
vision of  the  General  Government,  she  was  admitted  into 
the  Union  without  the  addition  of  ode  word  or  one  sylla- 
ble in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Where,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask,  can  you  6nd,  in  all 
these,  the  terms  of  a  compromise,  in  law  or  in  fact? 
Surely  there  is  none  expressed)  and  it  would  be  danger- 
ous to  admit  one  by  implication.  The  first  act  expressly 
requires  her  to  establish  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  positively  forbids  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  any  part  of  the  territory  out  of  wh'rch  that  State  was 
carved,  north  of  a  certain  line  of  latitude.  And  the  subse- 
quent resolution  of  Congress  of  1821  requires  of  the  con- 
vention to  expunge  from  the  constitution  another  excep- 
tionable  article  in  relation  to  free  negroeaand  mulattoes,  to 
which  requisition  it  implicitly  complied.  But,  sir,  where 
will  you  find  an  act  of  concession  or  surrendry?  The 
clear  inference  to  be  drawn  from  a  careful  examination 
of  the  whole  case  is,  that  Congress  never  did  relinquish 
her  prerogative  of  power  or  jurisdiction  over  any  part 
of  this  subject  or  territorv.  The  most  that  can  be  said 
of  the  subsequent  act  of  admission  of  that  new  Statej 
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with  that  exceptionable  clause  in  her  constitution,  will,  f 
apprehend,  amount  to  this:  that  the  General  Government 
slept  upon  its  rights,  and  suffered  the  constitution,  by  its 
culpable  negligence,  (which,  be  it  known,  received  the 
merited  rebuke  of  the  people,)  to  he  violated  in  one  of 
its  most  solemn  and  sacred  provisions. 

But,  sir,  if  there  was  a  compact  or  compromise,  who 
were  the  parties?  Now,  I  suppose,  in  legislation  and 
diplomacy,  as  in  law,  to  every  compact  there  must  be  at 
least  two  parties*  The  Federal  Government  and  the 
sovereignty  of  Missouri  were  the  parties  litigant,  or  con- 
tracting parties.  Concede,  for  the  argument,  that  this 
transaction  should  be  dignified  with  the  solemnity  of  a 
compromise:  what  were  its  terms?  Why,  that  Mis- 
souri should  come  into  the  Union,  bringing  with  her  a 
fundamental  law  perpetuating  slavery,  and  that  she 
should  relinquish  her  ri^ht  to  prohibit  free  negroes  and 
mulattoes  from  settling  in  that  State.  Admit  this  to  be 
a  compact,  and  the  terms  just  recited  the  articles  of 
stipulation,  what  connexion  or  relation  does  it  bear  to  the 
constitution  of  Arkansas?  What  right  or  power  had  Mis- 
souri to  make  a  compact  or  compromise  which  should 
act,  prospectivelv,  over  a  new,  uninhabited,  and  then 
unsurveyed  wilderness,  wholly  without  its  boundaries? 
What  right  had  Missouri  to  dictate  terms  of  admis- 
sion to  a  State  not  then  in  existence?  Surely,  if  such 
compromise  had  been  formed,  the  people  of  Arkansas 
would  have  been  at  full  liberty  to  disavow  It.  It  could 
not  bind  them,  neither  could  it  the  General  Government. 
This  is  not  a  compromise,  not  even  as  it  regards  Mis- 
souri, much  less  in  its  operation  upon  the  rights  and 
immunities  of  the  people  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  BRIGG3  said:  Afler  having  sat  here  twelvO 
hours,  he  left  the  House,  exhausted,  at  ten  o'clock  last 
evening.  At  daylight  this  morning  he  was  notified  by 
one  of  the  messengers  of  the  House  that  his  attendance 
was  again  desired.  When  he  entered  the  hall,  he  learn- 
ed that  the  committee  had  just  taken  up  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union.  His  respected 
colleague  across  the  way  [Mr.  Aoajcs]  waii  upon  tho 
floor,  having  just  offered  an  amendment  to  the  bill. 
That  amendment  related  to  an  article  in  the  constitution 
of  Arkansas  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  He  knew  the 
committee  had  dragged  out  a  long,  a  weary  night,  and 
were  worn  down  with  their  protracted  labors;  yet  such 
was  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  he  felt  himself  impel- 
led by  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks for  the  consideration  of  the  committee.  He  was 
fully  aware  that  this  subject  of  slavery  was  one  of  ex- 
treme delicacy,  and  its  discussion  in  any  form  was  calcu- 
lated to  awaken  the  sensibilities  of  gentlemen  from  the 
Southern  portion  of  the  Union;  but  he  hoped  he  could 
speak  of  it  in  a  manner  and  with  a  temper  that  would 
not  alarm  the  apprehensions  or  wound  the  feelings  of 
any  gentleman  on  this  floor.  Members  from  the  South 
had  spoken  of  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  expressed 
their  opinion  upon  it  with  the  utmost  freedom.  Of  this 
he  did  not  complain.  The  opinions  which  they  held  he 
did  not  doubt  were  honestly  entertained.  They  had 
grown  up  with  them  from  their  infancy,  and  they  had 
their  origin  in  the  deep-rooted  institutions  and  laws  in 
the  midst  of  which  they  were  born.  He,  and  those  whoQ 
be  represented,  entertained  opinions  directly  the  oppo- 
site of  those  to  which  he  had  alluded.  They  entertained 
them  with  as  much  sincerity,  and  with  as  profound  a 
conviction  of  their  truth  and  correctness,  as  actuated 
those  who  differed  from  them.  He  claimed  for  himself, 
and  those  who  sgreed  with  him,  the  same  right  and 
privilege,  of  maintaining  their  views  by  fair  arguments 
in  this  House,  as  he  conceded  to  those  who  were  oppo- 
sed to  them,  and  nothing  more. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [&Ir.  Wzsal  who  prece- 
ded him  had  said  that  the  amendment  offered  by  his 
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colteague  was  substantially  a  revival  of  the  Mi38ouri 
question.  He  differed  from  the  gentlennan  upon  this 
point  entirely.  The  proposition  embraced  in  this  amend- 
ment was  altogether  unlike  that  which  raised  a  tempest 
in  this  Capitol,  and  shook  this  Union  to  its  centre,  in  the 
discussion  of  the  Missouri  question.  He  should  regret 
to  see  the  iQ  blood  and  fearful  agitation  of  that  day  again. 

Kroduced.  There  is  nothing  in  the  amendment  calcu- 
ited  to  lead  to  such  a  result.  In  that  controversy  there 
was  ft  direct  proposition  to  impose  upon  the  State  of 
Missouri,  as  a  condition  of  her  admission  into  the  Union, 
a  positive  restriction  against  the  right  and  power  to  hold 
slaves  within  the  limits  of  her  territory. 

But  what,  sir,  is  proposed  by  the  amendment  of  my 
colleague?  The  people  of  Arkansas  have  assembled  in 
convention,  and  formed  a  constitution.  They  have  come 
to  this  Congress,  and  presented  their  claim  for  admission 
into  the  Union  as  ft  sovereign  State.  They  present  that 
constitution  for  our  perusal  and  approval.  On  looking 
into  it,  we  find  in  its  ninth  article  the  following  clause : 
<*  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass 
laws  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  without  the  consent 
of  their  owners." 

My  colleague  proposes  to  amend  the  eighth  section  of 
the  bill  "for  |he  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union," 
by  inserting  the  following  declaration:  *'  And  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  as  an  assent  by  Congress  to 
the  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  said  State  in  relation 
to  slavery  and  the  emancipation  of  slaves."  It  must  be 
seen  at  a  glance  that  this  simple,  plain  declaration  con- 
tains nothing  of  the  principle  which  gave  rise  to  the 
Missouri  controversy.  In  that  case  a  restriction  was  im- 
posed upon  Missouri,  which  denied  to  that  State  certain 
iHghts  and  powers  that,  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  were  possessed  by  other  States.  The 
advocates  of  the  State  contended  that  Congress  had  no 
authority  to  enforce  that  restriction,  or  limitation,  upon 
lier  sovereignty.  This  amendment  does  not,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  abridge,  restrain,  or  in  any  manner  in- 
terfere with,  the  prerogative  or  power  of  Arkansas  as 
an  Independent  State.  If  adopted,  it  will  not  postpone 
faer  admission  into  the  Union  a  single  day.  It  does  not 
question  the  right  of  her  citizens  to  any  species  of  prop- 
erty recognised  by  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  State. 
It  imposes  no  restraint  upon  her  political  power  and 
■overeignty.  It  simply  denies  that,  by  the  act  of  admit- 
ting her  into  the  Union,  with  this  article  incorporated 
into  her  constitution.  Congress  gives  its  assent  to  the 
principles  of  that  article.  Without  this  protestation,  the 
act  of  admission  would  be,  at  least,  an  implied  assent  to 
this  extraordinary  constitutional  provision.  Whilst  such 
an  approbation  would  be  of  no  use  or  benefit  to>  that 
State,  it  would  be  in  direct  violation  of  the  opinion  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  the 
known  sentiments  of  the  people  which  they  represent. 
What  good  reason,  then,  can  be  urged  why  this  amend- 
ment should  not  be  adopted?  Are  gentlemen  prepared 
to  say,  by  their  votes  to  reject  this  roost  reasonable 
proposition,  that  this  act  shall  be  construed  as  an  assent 
by  Congress  to  the  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  State 
in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  emancipation  of  slaves? 
Will  not  such  an  inference  be  the  natural  and  necessary 
result  of  such  a  vote?  I  ask  gentlemen,  whose  opinions'l 
know  coincide  with  my  own  upon  this  subject,  to  consider 
well  before  they  take  a  step  which  cannot  be  retraced. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  word  "slave,"  or  ** slavery,"  is 
nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Whilst  that  instrument,  by  its  various  provisions, 
guaranties  to  the  people  of  the  States  their  rights  to 
property  acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  the  several  States, 
Its  patriotic  framers  most  cautiously  avoided  the  use  of 
terms  which  would  admit  that  man  could  be  made  the 
property  of  his  fellow-man* 


If,  in  the  course  of  events,  the  people  of  every  State 
in  this  Union  shall  abolish  slavery  within  their  own  limits, 
and  the  time  shall  come  when  there  will  not  be  a  bond- 
man in  all  this  great  and  free  republic,  generations  who 
shall  succeed  us  will  find  no  evidence  in  this  constitution 
that  such  an  institution  as  slavery  ever  bad  an  existence. 

The  people  of  Arkansas  bare  used  less  caution  than 
did  the  framers  of  the  federal  constitution.  Though 
their  constitution  was  to  be  presented  to  a  Congress,  for 
its  approval,  composed  of  members  a  majority  of  whom, 
in  both  branches,  represent  constituents  opposed  to 
slavery  in  every  form,  it  contains  an  article  the  design  and 
effect  of  which  is  to  make  involuntary  servitude  perpetual 
within  her  limits.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted.  If  she 
had  pursued  a  dlflTerent  course,  the  difficulties  which  now 
present  themselves  would  have  been  avoided,  without 
any  prejudice  to  her  rights  or  wishes.  Can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  the  Representatives  from  the  free  States  of 
this  Union  will  give  their  assent  to  this  exceptionable 
article?  Injustice  to  those  whom  they  represent,  can 
they  do  less  than  to  express  their  dissent  from  it?  It  has 
been  shown  that  this  amendment  can  have  no  injurious 
effect  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Arkansas.  Will 
members  on  this  floor,  coming  from  States  whose  peo- 
ple are  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  principle  of  this  article 
in  the  constitution  presented  for  their  approval,  be  faith- 
ful to  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  if  they  fail  to  declare 
their  disapprobation  of  it?  I  call  upon  gentlemen  from 
the  non-slaveholding  States  truly  to  reflect  the  sentiments 
of  their  constituents,  and  support  their  well-known  opin- 
ions upon  this  subject,  by  voting  for  the  amendment 
now  before  us.  Can  they,  with  propriety  or  consistency, 
approve  of  a  principle  universally  condemned  by  their 
constituents?  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  from 
the  slaveholding  States,  and  ask  them  if,  in  their  opinion, 
it  would  be  just  or  reasonable  to  desire  us  to  do  this? 
Whilst  they  stand  by  their  constituents,  and  manfully 
maintain  their  rights,  and  defend  their  interests,  shall  we 
be  recreant  to  our  duty  and  fail  to  avow  and  defend  the 
doctrine  of  those  who  honor  us  with  their  confidence? 
Sir,  I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  utmost  of  my  powers,  I  will,  here 
and  elsewhere,  support  all  the  rights  of  all  the  States  of 
this  Union,  defined  and  secured  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  regard  them  all  as  equally  sacred  and  in- 
violable. That  instrument  was  the  result  of  a  compromise 
of  conflicting  opinions  and  conflicting  interests;  of  mutual 
concessions  and  mutual  pledges.  It  is  my  duty  to  stand 
by  and  maintain  it  in  ail  its  parts.  It  is  the  supreme 
Uw  of  the  land,  and  its  provisions  are  alike  binding  upon 
all  the  citizens  and  all  the  States  of  this  confederacy. 
With  those  rights  secured  by  that  binding  charter  I  will 
never  interfere. 

But,  sir,  upon  this  subject  of  slavery  I  cannot  go  the 
breadth  of  a  hair  beyond  the  obligations  imposed  upon  ' 
me  by  that  instrument.  I  never  can  consent,  with  the 
views  which  I  now  entertain,  to  give  a  vote,  or  do  any 
other  act,  which  shall  sanction  the  principle,  or  extend 
the  existence  of  human  slaverv.  In  the  deep  conviction 
of  my  own  mind  and  heart,  I  believe  it  to  be  politically 
and  morally  wrong. 

M'ith  all  my  soul  I  approve  of,  and  believe  in  the  truth 
of  that  great  principle  avowed  and  proclaimed  to  the 
world  in  the  declaration  of  independence,  <■  that  all 
men  are  created  equal  i  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights;  that  among  these 
are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  I  do 
not  look  upon  that  declaration  as  the  mere  publication 
of  a  truth,  beautiful  in  theory  only,  and  not  capable  of  a 
practical  application.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  it 
may  be,  and  in  all  free  Governments  should  be,  carried 
out  in  practice.  It  is  based  on  the  principles  of  eternal 
truth  and  justice,  and  will  abide  when  all  existing  Got- 
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ernments  and  human  inatitutions  ihall  bare  decayed  and 
pasted  away.  Holding  these  opinions,  sir,  how  can  I 
give  any  sanction  to  that  highly  exceptionable  article  in 
the  constitution  of  Arkansas,  presented  for  our  approyal; 
and  which,  by  the  bill  before  us,  we  do  approve  of,  and 
assent  to^  unless  we  negative  that  assent  by  some 
such  amendment  as  the  one  under  consideration?  In 
doing  so,  I  should  violate  my  own  sense  of  pro- 
prie^  and  right,  and  be  treacherous  to  the  freemen  who 
sent  me  here.  In  voting  for  the  amendment  of  my  col- 
league, I  shall  vindicate  my  own  and  the  undivided 
•entiments  of  my  constituents,  without  impairing  any 
of  the  guarantees  of  the  constitution,  or  impairing  the 
rights  of  any  State  in  this  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  challenges  a  discussion 
upon  the  question,  whether  the  constitution  of  Arkansas 
is  republican  in  its  character.  A  debate  upon  that  ques- 
tion cannot  be  necessary  to  the  settlement  of  the  propo- 
sition immediately  before  us.  At  this  untimely  hour, 
and  berore  this  cmnmittee,  wearied  out  by  a  continued 
sesmon  of  more  than  twenty  hours,  I  will  not  stop  to  dis- 
cuss the  republicanism  in  that  article  in  the  constitution 
of  Arkansas  which  dooms  a  large  portion  of  her  present 
and  future  population  to  unconditional  and  interminable 
slavery.  I  will  only  say,  sir,  that  liny  notions  of  repub- 
lican liberty  are  widely  different  from  the  principles 
of  that  article. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  WISE. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  at  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  the  amendment  negatived  by  a  vote  of  98 
to  33. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  Lost— 
44  to  93. 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  an  amendment,  as  follows: 

'*  Amend  in  section  5,  line  3,  by  striking  out  two 
thousand  and  inserting  one  thoussnd  five  hundred.  In 
4th  line,  add,  after  the  word  Aw,  the  words  aeeepianee 
ofihe^  so  as  to  make  the  section  read  as  follows:  1 

"  Sko.  5.  Jhid  he  it  further  enaeUd^  That  there  shal 
be  allowed  to  the  Judge  of  the  said  district  court  the 
annual  compensation  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
appointment,  to  be  paid  quarterly  yearly  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  SUtes." 

Mr.  HARLAN  remarked  that,  in  submitting  this 
amendment  for  consideration,  it,  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  detain  the  committee  at  this  early  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing. He  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  how- 
ever,  to  make  a  very  brief  explanation  of  his  object  in 
offering  the  amendment. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  district 
judge,  at  an  annual  saUry  of  $2,000,  to  commence  from 
the  date  of  his  appointment.  The  amendment  proposed 
by  him  reduces  the  salary  to  $1,500  per  annum,  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  the  acceptance  of  the  office. 

There  are  now  three  judges  in  Arkansas,  who  perform 
all  the  business  of  ttie  Territory  at  a  salary  of  $1,200 
each)  but  when  it  becomes  a  Sute,  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  business  will  be  performed  by  the  State  courts.  The 

i>resent  judges  have  very  extensive  circuits,  and  necessari- 
y  spend  much  of  their  time  and  money  in  travelling  to 
different  parts  of  the  Territory.  No  complaint  has  been 
heard  from  them  of  the  inadequacy  of  their  compen- 
sation. 

The  compensation  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  given  to 
the  district  judge  exceeds  that  given  to  the  same  officer 
in  many  of  the  States  of  this  Union.  The  district  judge 
in  each  of  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  re- 
ceived an  annual  compensation  of  $1,500.  In  Vermont 
and  Missouri,  $1,200;  and  in  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  $1,000.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the 
duties  to  be  performed  by  the  district  judge  of  Arkan** 


sas  will  be  more  laborious  or  difficult  than  in  either  of 
the  States  above  mentioned.  Why,  then,  the  dispro- 
portion in  the  compensation? 

It  seems  to  me  (said  Mr.  H.)  that  there  is  a  concerted 
movement  by  many  of  the  officers  of  this  Government  to 
procure  an  increase  of  their  salaries.  The  army  of  clerks 
in  this  city  have  moved  in  solid  column  to  effect  that 
object.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  C.  JoHirsoir,]  who  has  heretofore  been  so  generally 
uniform  in  his  opposition  to  an  increase  of  salaries,  and 
the  extravagant  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  has 
reported  a  bill  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
reducing  the  number  of  clerks  from  366  to  321  \  and 
giving  to  the  latter  about  eighty  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually, more  than  were  paid  to  the  former  number.  If 
this  be  one  of  the  modes  of  distributing  the  surplus  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  it  will  not  obtain  my  assent.  The 
offices  of  the  Federal  Government  at  the  present  sala- 
ries are  sought  after  with  much  avidity;  but  whenever  it 
is  ascertained  that  the  services  of  persons  competent  to 
discharge  the  duties  cannot  be  obtained  at  the  present 
salaries,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  be  the  proper  time 
to  increase  them. 

I  object  (said  Mr.  H.)  to  that  part  of  this  bill  which 
provides  that  the  salary  of  the  judge  to  be  appointed 
shall  commence  from  the  date  of  the  appointment.  If 
the  amendment  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  propose 
prevails,  the  salary  will  commence  from  the  time  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  office,  instead  of  from  the  date  of  the 
commission.  The  presumption  is,  that  a  citizen  of  Ar- 
kansas will  receive  the  appointment.  Several  months 
will  necessarily  elapse  from  the  time  of  signing  the  com- 
mission by  the  President  and  the  accepUnce  by  the 
appointee.  During  that  time  the  judge  is  to  be  paid; 
and  for  what?  He  not  only  will  not  have  rendered  any 
service,  but  will  be  wholly  ignorant  of  his  appointment. 
If  one  who  is  now  in  the  pay  of  the  Government  should 
be  appointed,  he  will  receive  his  saUry  to  the  date  of 
his  resignation,  and  be  entitled  by  this  bill  to  receive  the 
salary  of  the  new  office  from  the  date  of  the  commission. 
It.seems  to  me  that  the  compensation  of  an  officer  ought 
to' commence  from  the  time  he  intimates  his  readiness  to 
engage  in  the  public  service,  by  accepting  an  appoint- 
ment, and  not  from  the  time  the  President  decides  on 
the  appointment. 

The  amendment  was  rejected:  Aj'cs  32,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  com- 
mittee took  up  the  « supplementary  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.'' 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  two  Michigan  and  Arkansas  bills  to 
the  House* 

Considerable  confusion  arose  as  to  whether  the  Michi- 
gan bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House, 
or  merely  laid  aside,  and  was  still  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON  withdrew  his  motion,  and 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  amendment  prescri- 
bing certain  other  conditions  on  which  Michigan  should 
be  admitted.     Lost. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  renewed  the  motion  that 
the  committee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  to  the  House. 
[This  was  about  7  o'clock.] 

Mr.  SLADE  moved  to  amend  the  Arkansas  bill  by 
inserting  therein  the  following: 

'*  After  the  words  in  the  first  section,  *that  the  State 
of  Arkansas  shall  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
one,  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States 
in  all  re8pect8,ladd,  'whenever  the  people  of  said  State 
shall,  by  a  convention,  duly  elected,  expunge  from  its 
present  constitution  so  much  thereof  as  prohibits  thQ 
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General  Aitenibly  from  paning  laws  for  the  emandpa. 
tion  of  slaves  without  the  consent  of  the  owners*  and 
•hall  aUo  provide  in  and  by  said  eonstitotton  that  no  ne- 
gro or  mulatto,  born  in  or  brought  into  said  State  after 
Us  admission  into  the  Union,  shall  be  held  or  transferred 
ts  property,  or  in  any  way  subjected  to  slavery  or  invol- 
untary servitude,  unless  in  punishment  for  crimes  com- 
mitted against  the  laws  of  said  State,  whereof  the  party 
accused  shall  be  duly  convicted.'  " 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  made  a  questk>n  of  order.  The 
Arkansas  bill  having  been  laid  aside,  waa  not  open  to 
amendment. 

After  some  converaalion  and  considerable  confusion, 
Mr.  B.  WHITTLESEY  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  one  of  the 
nme  tenor  having  been  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Masaachuselta,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and  rejected. 

Mr.  SLADE  declined,  and  addressed  the  House  in 
support  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  JENIFER  rose  to  reply,  and  proceeded  to  make 
•ome  general  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition 
movements,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  BYNUM  and  others,  on  the  ground  that  his  re- 
marks were  irrelevant. 

After  some  words  between  Messrs.  JENIFER  and 
BYNUM, 

The  motion  of  Mr.  S&adi  was  rejected. 
Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  addressed  the  House  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  course  of  the  majority,  in 
pressing  this  question  upon  a  House,  sleepy*  tired,  and 
drunk.  He  was  opposed  to  the  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee report  the  bills,  and  said  he  would  speak  till  ten 
o'clock,  when  the  House  would  be  under  the  necessity 
of  dropping  the  subject,  as  It  was  not  a  special  order  for 
Pridsy. 

Mr.  WISE  several  times  gave  way  to  motions  that  the 
committee  risei  which  were  lost,  without  a  count. 
At  half  ptst  nine,  Mr.  Wiss  having  yielded  the  floor, 
Mr.  McKENNAN  suggested  that,  as  the  members 
were  much  exhausted,  the  committee  should  rise,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  House  should  then  adjourn 
till  to-morrow,  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would 
resume  his  remarkt. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  It  was  true  that  he  was  in  an  unfit 
condition  to  continue  his  remarks;  but  it  was  near  ten 
o'clock,  and  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  have  his  will  over 
this  subject,  and,  so  help  him  God,  he  would  persevere, 
if  he  died  by  it. 
Mr.  WISE  proceeded  in  his  remarks  till  ten  o'clock. 
Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  then  rose,  Mr.  Wisi 
having  temporarily  yielded  the  floor,  and  called  upon 
the  Chair  to  decide  whether  the  committee  could  con- 
tinue to  sit,  it  now  being  ten  o'clock,  the  hour  assigned 
by  the  rules  for  the  House  to  meet,  and  the  Speaker  to 
take  the  chair. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  ask  of  the  Sergeant-at-arros, 
where  now  is  the  Speaker  of  the  House? 
"In  his  room,'*  was  answered  by  some  one. 
Mr.  DENNY  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rules  of  the 
House  respecting  the  dally  adjournment  and  meeting  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  suggested  to  the  Chair,  whether, 
in  the  case  of  bills  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  par- 
ticular portion  of  the  day,  it  had  not  been  the  uniform 
practice,  when  the  limited  time  expired,  for  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  leave  the  chair,  to  allow  the 
House  to  proceed  on  iu  other  business. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  reading  of  the  resolution  by 
which  the  bills  now  before  the  committee  were  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day. 

The  resolution  was  read,  <*  making  the  bill  to  establish 
the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  and  the  bills  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Miehigan  and  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  the 


spedal  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next,  and  each 
day  thereafter,  Fridays  and  Saturdays  excepted,  ontil 
the  same  be  disposed  of." 

Mr.  McKENNAN  called  for  the  reading  of  a  reM>ltt- 
tion,  passed  some  weeks  ago^  (and  it  wasreaid,)  providing 
that,  after  a  certain  day,  the  daily  sittinga  of  the  House 
shall  commence  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  reading  of  one  of 
the  standing  rules  of  the  Uoiaae«  and  it  was  read»  aa  fol- 
lows: 

••  Touching  the  dmiie§  of  the  Speaker — ^He  shall  Uke 
the  chair  every  day  precisely  at  the  hour  to  which  the 
House  shall  have  adjourned  en  the  preceding  dayt  shall 
immediately  call  the  membem  to  oi^dert  and»  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  quorum,  shall  cause  the  journal  of  the 
preceding  day  to  be  rc«d." 

Mr.  LOVE  said  he  would,  with  permission  of  the 
Cheir^  Mk  the  question  whether,  if  the  committee^re- 
fused  to  rise,  and  aat  on  until  to-morrow*  tlie  members  of 
this  House  would  be  considered  as  entitled  to  pay  for 
two  days'  or  for  one  day's  service. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  asked  of  the  Chair»  as  a  question  of 
order,whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to 
take  the  chair  every  day  on  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  10 
o'clock? 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  that  he  should  not  undertake, 
in  his  present  place,  (of  chairman  of  the  Coipmittee  of 
the  Whole,)  to  decide  any  question  In  reference  to  the 
duty  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  in  the  House  that  question. 

Mr.  PICKENS  called  for  the  reading  of  the  105th 
and  106th  rules  of  the  Housei  and  they  were  read,  aa 
follows: 

"  The  rules  of  proceedings  in  the  House  shall  be  ob- 
served in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  so  far  as 
they  may  be  applicable,  except  the  rule  limiting  the 
time  of  speaking)  but  no  member  shall  speak  twice  on 
any  queation,  until  every  member  cbocaing  to  speak 
shall  have  spoken. 

■*  No  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  Houae  shall  be  re- 
scinded or  changed  without  one  day's  notice  being  given 
of  the  motion  therefor.  Nor  shall  any  rule  be  suspend* 
ded,  except  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present.  Nor  shall  the  order  of  business,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  rules  of  the  House,  be  postponed  or 
changed,  except  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present." 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  did  not  know,  nor  was  it  material 
to  what  he  rose  to  say,  what  object  could  be  accom- 
plished by  prolonging  the  present  sittingi  but  it  was,  in 
his  opinion,  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  rise,  in  order  to 
decide  the  question  of  order  now  raised.  A  majority  of 
the  committee  might  indeed  oblige  the  committee  to 
continue  in  sessioni  but  they  would  do  It  in  defiance  of 
the  express  rule  of  the  House.  There  was  no  alterna- 
tive in  the  preaent  case,  under  the  rules,  but  for  the 
committee  to  rise.  It  would  he  in  the  power  of  the  ma« 
Jority,  when  in  the  Houae,  to  direct  the  continuation  of 
the  discussion!  to  which,  for  his  part,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  he 
should  not  object.  But  he  begged  of  gentlemen  to 
respect  not  the  parliamentary  law,  but  the  positive  writ- 
ten rules  of  the  House* 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  there  had,  in  the  present  case, 
been  no  ac^ournment  from  yeaterday's  aitting)  and  that 
the  practice  of  courts  of  justice,  in  similar  cases,  would 
be  a  proper  rule  for  this  House,  viz:  that  the  day's  sit- 
ting should  be  considered-  to  extend  to  the  time  of  ad- 
journment. The  principle  contended  for  by  gentlemen 
could  not  apply  in  the  present  case,  because  there  had 
been  no  adjournment. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginis,  suggested,  as  a  mode  of 
freeing  the  House  from  its  present  embarrasementt  that 
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the  committee  should  now  rise*  and  let  thete  bills  be 
made  the  special  order  for  to-day  i  so  that  they  would 
coree  up  again  as  a  matter  of  course*  on  the  House  re- 
auming  its  sitting  after  an  adjournment. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  which  had  been 
made  for  the  committee  to  rise,  and  determined  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  WISE  then  resumed  the  thread  of  his  remarks 
upotn  the  bill,  and  having  concluded. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  obuined  the  floor.  The  members 
of  the  House  were,  he  said,  evidently  all  worn  out  by 
this  protracted  sittingi  many  had  not  slept,  and  others 
had  not  broken  their  fast  All  had  need  of  repose.  We 
have,  said  he,  fought  the  bill  manfully,  and  done  our  best 
to  stave  off  the  decision  upon  it.  My  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia (especiallv)  has  fought  it  hard  and  long,  and  has, 
in  fact,  verified  the  old  adage,  *•  a  lean  dog  for  a  long 
chise."  I  hope,  sir,  the  committee  will  rise,  and  report 
the  bills,  and  that  we  shall  adjourn  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McK.  made  a  motion  to  this  effect. 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  two  bills,  and  the  House  then  adjourned 
over  to  roeeton  Saturday,  at  the  usual  hour,  (10 o'clock.) 


Satubvat,  Jvhb  11. 

BREACH  OF  PRIVILEGE." 

During  the  reading  of  the  journal  this  morning,  the 
House  was  thrown  into  some  confusion  by  a  disturbance 
between  one  of  the  regular  reporters  for  one  of  the  city 
papers,  and  another  who  usually  reports  in  the  Senate 
for  a  distant  paper.  The  former  was  taken  into  custody 
inttanter  by  the  order  of  the  Speaker,  and  the.  other  was 
also  subsequently  ordered  into  custody,  on  the  adoption 
of  the  following  order,  submitted  by  Mr.  Wu.uams,  of 
North  Carolina:  •*  Ordered,  that  both  persons  be  taken 
into  custody,  to  await  the  order  of  the  House  in  the 
premises.'' 

[The  following  statement  made  by  Mr  Gillst  of 
what  passed  under  his  own  observation,  will  sufficiently 
explain  the  character  of  the  transaction:] 

Mr.  GILLET  said  he  rose  to  state  the  facts  in  this 
natter  as  far  as  he  saw  them.  Some  part  of  what  passed, 
which  he  had  observed,*  had  not  been  mentioned  by  any 
taiember  who  had  addressed  the  House.  He  happened 
to  be  looking  toward  that  part  of  the  House  at  the  time 
of  the  occurrence.  When  he  first  saw  the  parties,  the 
individual  now  at  the  desk  was  sitting  in  his  chair  with 
his  pen  in  his  hand,  and  the  person  who  is  now  out  of 
the  House  was  standing  in  front  of  the  desk,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  holding  a  conversation  with  him.  The  lat- 
ter individual  threw  his  hat  at  the  person  at  the  desk, 
and  it  swept  along  on  the  desk,  and  he  thought  hit  him. 
The  absent  individual  then  sprung  up  the  steps  leading 
to  the  desk,  raised  his  cane,  and  struck  two  or  three 
times  at  the  person  now  in  the  desk.  This  the  latter 
person  did  not  resist,  but  raised  his  hands  over  his  head 
to  fend  off  the  blows.  This  is  what  passed  under  Mr. 
G's  own  observation,  in  which  he  thought  he  could  not 
be  mistaken  in  the  material  facts. 

Having  seen,  as  he  believed,  the  whole  of  what  passed 
at  the  time,  he  could  not  vote  to  take  the  person  at  the 
desk  into  custody  as  having'  commilted  any  offence,  on 
the  present  occasion,  against  the  order  and  dignity  of 
the  House.  He  knew  not  what  passed  in  the  conversa- 
tion alluded  to  between  these  individuals,  and  he  did 
not  know  but  in  it  the  person  at  the  desk  had,  in  lan- 
guage, insulted  the  other.  But  of  that  we  have  no  evi- 
dence. This  House,  he  thought,  could  only  act  on  evi- 
dence. He  did  not  even  know  the  names  of  these  indi- 
viduals, nor  for  what  paper  the  person,  now  at  the  desk, 
reports^  or  whether  he  was  a  reporter  at  all.    He  knew 


nothing  of  him  in  any  respect  whatever.  He  might  be 
the  best  or  the  worst  man  living.  He  could  only  act  on 
what  he  saw.  The  person  who  had  been  taken  into  cus- 
tody had  occupied  a  chair  at  the  desk  during  the  whole 
session,  he  believed,  and  he  knew  nothing  of  him  but 
what  was  gentlemanly  and  proper,  except  the  striking 
on  the  present  occasion.  In  voting,  he  should  act  solely 
on  what  he  saw  himself,  unless  be  had  additional  evi- 
dence, and  not  on  the  merits  of  the  controversy  betwcea 
these  persons,  nor  on  their  merits  as  individuals,  in  so- 
ciety. This  House  certainly  has  no  right  to  inquire  into 
the  personal  difficulties  of  these  parties.  Whether  the 
one  or  the  other  of  them  is  most  to  blame,  is  nothing  to 
the  House,  nor  can  they  inquire  into  the  general  good 
or  bad  character  of  either.  These  matters  do  not  par- 
ticularly concern  us  as  a  legislative  body.  All  that  we 
have  to  look  to  and  act  upon  is  the  breach  of  order  and 
decorum  in  the  House,  whereby  our  proceedings  have 
been  disturbed.  Our  jurisdiction  extends  only  to  casea 
which  disturb  the  business  and  order  of  the  House,  and 
not  to  difficulties  between  individuals,  or  mattera  touch- 
ing their  characters  and  conduct  on  other  occasions. 
Offences  not  committed  here  roust  be  left  for  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals  of  the  country.  He  could  not  vote  for 
taking  a  person  into  custody,  as  an  offender  against  the 
order  of  the  House,  until  he  had  evidence  that  he  had 
really  committed  an  offence  which  should  authorize  it. 

The  reading  of  the  journal  was  then  proceeded  with{ 
and  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  ADAMS  to  amend  the  jour- 
nal, by  correcting  it  as  to  the  excuse  made  by  Mr. 
Hawxs,  at  the  last  sitting,  for  his  temporary  absence 
from  the  House,  wss  discussed  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
ADAMS,  BOON,  MASON  of  Virginia,  WHITTLESEY 
of  Ohio,  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolins,  MERCER,  and 
SPEIGHT. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays{  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  MERCER  raised  the  point  of  order,  if  such  a  mo- 
tion could  be  made. 

Mr.  MANN  accordingly  withdrew  the  motion,  and 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  the  previous  question t  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered. 

Several  members  were  excused  from  voting,  on  the 
gfround  that  they  were  not  in  the  House  when  the  occur* 
renoe  referred  to  in  the  entry  on  the  journal  took  place. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeas  32,  nays  133. 

An  amendment  was  then  made  to  the  journal  by  gen- 
eral consent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  circumstance  of  the  two  individuals  then  in 
the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  for  creating  a  dis- 
turbance in  the  precincts  of  the  hall. 

Mr.  JUDSON  then,  on  leave,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Heeolvedf  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  in- 
quire into  an  assault  committed  within  the  hall  of  the 
House  of  RepresenUtives  this  morning,  while  the  House 
were  in  session,  for  and  on  account  of  which  two  per- 
sons are  now  In  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-araist  and 
said  committee  are  to  make  their  report  to  this  House, 
and  Said  committee  be  instructed  to  administer  oaths, 
and  to  cause  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  to  insert  the  word  <*  forthwithi" 
which  Mr.  JUDSON  accepted  as  a  modification.  • 

After  some  conversation  between  Mestrs.  MANN  of 
New  York,  ADAMS,  and  BELL, 
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Mr.  BELL  moyed  the  following  two  resolutions  as  a 
mibstitute: 

Jie$o/ved,  That  the  two  reporters,  Henry  G.  Wheeler 
and  Robert  Codd,  who  are  now  in  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeant-at-arms,  upon  a  charge  of  disorderly  conduet 
in  the  pretence  of  the  House,  be  delivered  oyer  to  the 
ciyil  authorities,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Besohed,  That  in  adopting  the  preceding  resolution, 
the  House  are  not  influenced  by  an  opinion  of  any  defi- 
ciency of  authority  in  the  House  to  punish  for  disorderly 
conduct  in  their  presence. 

Mr.  BELL  explained  his  object  to  be  to  get  rid  of  the 
diffieuUy  for  the  present,  without  waiving  the  authority 
of  the  House  in  such  cases.  Out  of  one  hundred  lawyers 
in  the  House,  no  two  would  probably  agree  aa  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding^  in  this  case,  or  as  to  the  degree 
and  mode  of  punishment  for  the  breach  of  privilege  in- 
volved in  it.  At  this  stage  of  the  session,  when  the  time 
of  the  House  was  so  precious,  he  was  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  the  subject.  At  a  future  time,  he  hoped  that  some 
law  woald  be  enacted  defining  the  privile^s  of  the 
House,  and  the  mode  of  punishing  breaches  of  privilege. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  had,  of  course,  had  but  a 
moment's  time  to  reflect  upon  the  subject  now  before 
the  House,  but  he  must  confess  that  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  turn  these 
transgressors  over  to  the  civil  authority,  struck  him  fa- 
vorably! and  if  now  called  upon  to  vote,  he  would  vote 
for  it.  And  he  would  do  so  the  more  readily,  because 
the  second  resolution  guarded  amply  against  any  disclaim- 
er of  power  on  our  part  to  punish  for  contempts.  The 
amendment  admitted  that  we  had  the  power  to  punish 
for  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House.  But  be- 
cause we  had  power  to  do  a  thing,  it  did  not  follow  that 
it  was  always  wise  to  do  it.  He  thought  we  would  much 
better  subserve  the  interest  of  our  constituents  by  at- 
tending  to  the  various, public  bills  before  us,  instead  of 
entering  upon  the  trial  of  these  men.  We  were  now  in 
the  seventh  month  of  our  session,  and  many  if  not  most 
of  the  important  bills  reported  to  the  House  were  not 
finally  acted  upon.  There  was  the  fortification  bill,  the 
land  bill,  and  the  bill  to  regelate  the  deposites  in  the  local 
banks,  all  of  which  were  yet  undisposed  oft  and  he  thought 
the  interest  of  the  nation  would  be  better  promoted  by  at- 
tention to  those  impqrtant  subjects,  than  by  trying  these 
pugilistic  gentlemen.  From  the  time  that  had  already 
been  consumed  this  morning  upon  the  question  whether 
both  men  should  be  arrested,  and  from  the  knowledge  we 
all  had  of  the  disposition  here  to  talk,  we  could  fairly  con- 
clude that  this  subject,  if  a  select  committee  were  ap- 
pointed, would  occupy  at  least  a  week  of  the  precious 
time  of  this  House.  The  committee  would  report  the 
evidence,  the  views  of  gentlemen  would  conflict  as  to  the 
culpability  of  the  one  or  the  other,  and  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  guilt  there  could  not  fail  to  be  a  protracted  de- 
bate] but  when  we  came  to  the  question  what  punish- 
ment we  would  inflict,  there  would  be  still  greater  di- 
versity of  opinion,  and  much  greater  disposition  to  de- 
bate. In  view  of  this  inevitable  consumption  of  the  pre- 
cious time  of  this  House,  if  a  select  committee  were  ap- 
pointed, he  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  BELL, 
LANE,  JUDSON,  MANN  of  New  York,  MILLER, 
SPEIGHT,  C.  ALLAN,  and  CRAIG, 

Mr.  BELL  withdrew  his  resolution,  and 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  by  what  law  or  authority  it  was 
that  these  individuals  were  now  in  custody? 

Mr.  BOULDIN  rose  to  ask  what  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaks]  meant'  Did  he  suppose 
that  tlye  privileges  of  the  people  of  this  country  were  so 
great  that  their  own  servants  and  Representatives  could 
not  go  on  with  their  business,  but  that  their  own  mem- 


bers, or  even  reporters,  might  go  on  fighting  in  their 
presence,  and  they  have  no  right  to  take  the  ofl*endert 
mto  custody?  Did  he  mean  that  individuals  not  mem- 
hers  might  raise  quarrels  out  of  doors,  and  one  or  more 
of  them  run  into  this  hall  for  protection,  and  we 
not  have  power  to  take  them— lay  bold  on  theroF  Tbit 
he  said  was  imprisonment*  not  power  to  pitch  them  out 
of  doors;  not  the  right  given  to  take  them,  and  send 
them  to  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

If  these  were  the  privileges  of  the  people,  they  exer- 
cised the  privilege  of  sending  us  to  thii  House  little  to 
their  credit  or  advanUge  to  themselves,  and  lets  to  oun. 

He  would  have  voted  for  the  proposition  of  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbll,]  and  was  sorry  it  waa 
withdrawn.  He  wished  to  get  clear  of  [these  disturben 
of  the  peace  as  quick  ss  possible. 

He  had  no  doubt  the  law  would  settle  the  thing  yerj 
well.  We  had  something  else  to  do  than  to  try  such  of- 
fenders. He  had  nothing  against  either  of  them.  They 
had  disturbed  us  a  little,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  have 
no  more  trouble  with  them,  or  about  them. 

Mr.  HIESTER  then  moved  the  previons  questioni 
which  was  seconded:  Ayes  94^  noes  not  counted;  and  th« 
main  question  being  ordered,  was  put,  and  agreed  to 
without  a  count. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  consist  of  five  members. 

The  following  gentlemen  composed  the  select  commit- 
tee: Mr.  JuDsoir  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Masoit  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Bbix  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Mxirir  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  WiLLiAxs  of  North  Carolina. 

PENSION  BILLS. 

The  hour  from  11  to  13  of  .this  dsy  having  been  spe- 
cially set  apart  for  the  conaideration  of  "  pension  bills,'* 
and  that  hour  having  elapsed,  from  the  length  of  time  oc- 
cupied in  reading  and  amending  the  journal, 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  moved  to  set  apart  the  residue  of 
this  day  for  that  purpose;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Cbaio  in  the  chair,)  and  first  took  up  the  following 
bill: 

"  A  bill  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  <  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  aur- 
viving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.' " 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  extend- 
ing its  provitfions  to  all  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
Indian  wafs  from  1781  to  1795. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  C.  ALLAN, 
WARD  WELL,  McKENNAN,  and  McRAY,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  *'  three,"  and  inserting  *'8ix"  months,  as  the 
term  of  aervice  entitling  an  individual  to  a  pension  under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  MANN  of 
New  York,  D.  J.  PEARCE,  LANE,  and  WARD- 
WELL. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  he  would  detain  the  committee 
but  a  very  short  time,  as  his  only  object  in  rising  was  to 
reply  very  briefiy  to  the  objections  which  bad  been 
urged  against  the  measure  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Maitk,]  for  whose  opinions,  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  had  a  very  high  regard.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  stated,  that  to  extend  the  pension 
system  to  the  three  months'  men,  and  to  those  who  were 
engaged  in  the  Indian  wars,  would  be  a  drain  upon  the 
Treasury  of  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  B.,  suppose  this  estimate  to  be  correctly  stated,  for 
what  better  or  nobler  purpoae  could  such  an  amount  of 
the  public  treasure  be  expended  f  When  I  first  came 
into  Congress,  some  ten  years  since,  the  old  Indian  figbt- 
en  who  then  stood  at  the  bar  of  this  Houses  and  peti- 
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tioned  Coni^reia  to  eompenmte  them  for  wrvices  ren- 
dered in  defence  of  their  country^  and  for  property 
taken  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  were  then  told  that 
tbepr  might  go  home  to  live  in  penury  and  want  the  re- 
maining remnant  of  their  days,  as  there  waa  a  large  na- 
tional debt  to  pay,  and  an  empty  Treasury  to  meet  it. 

Now,  air,  we  are  told  that  there  is  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  Statea  some  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  dolbrs, 
over  and  above  the  wants  of  the  Government^  and  yet, 
justice  is  withheld  by  the  Government  from  those  who 
nave  fought  the  battles  of  their  country,  and  who,  from 
old  age  and  other  causes,  are  unable  to  make  a  comforta- 
ble support  for  themselves  and  their  families.  Many 
of  them  have  j^ne  down  to  their  graves,  and  left  a  help- 
less widow,  with  a  family  of  small  children,  thrown  upon 
the  cold  charity  of  the  world  for  support.  Who,  I  ask, 
Mr.  Chairman,  braved  the  bloody  tomahawk  and  sealp- 
ing-knife  of  a  savage  foe,  and  gave  rise  to  the  settlement 
and  value  of  your  vast  public  domain,  which  now  yields 
annually  to  your  Treasury  millions  and  millions  of  dol- 
lars? Sir,  it  was  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  West.  Sir, 
they  are  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  the  revolutionary  he- 
roes of  the  old  thirteen  States  of  the  Union.  And  now 
that  your  Treasury  is  full  to  overflowing,  shall  a  just  re- 
ward for  their  patriotic  services  be  longer  withheld?  I 
trust  not,  Mr.  Chairman.  Shall  we  now,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  a  large  surplus  revenue,  to  be  distrib- 
uted among  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  thereby  ere* 
ating  a  host  of  stipendiary  pensioners  upon  the  Treasu- 
ry, who  never  performed  one  hour's  service  to  their 
country,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  petitions  and  well-found- 
ed and  just  claims  of  these  meritorious  men,  who,  by 
their  sacrifices  and  deeds  of  noble  daring,  have  contribu- 
ted so  much  to  our  present  prosperous  and  happy  con- 
dition as  a  nation? 

I,  Mr.  Chairman,  would  most  cheerfully  give  my  vote 
to  appropriate  the  last  dollar  of  the  surplus  revenue  in 
the  Treasury,  in  compensating  those  who  nave  performed 
service  in  the  defence  of  their  country.  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  of  this 
Union,  where  so  many  millions  of  dollars  of  the  public 
treasure  have  been  expended  for  public  services  ren- 
dered, and  for  the  defence  of  the  Atlantic  aeaboard,  to 
do  justice  to  the  Western  States.  I  mean  the  old  sol* 
diers  who  have  been  mainly  instrumental  in  giving  set- 
tlement and  value  to  your  vast  public  domain.  Grant 
the  poor  pittance  asked  for  by  the  friends  of  this  amend- 
ment to  your  pension  laws,  and,  sir,  you  will  not  only  have 
performed  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  a  most  meritorious 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  but,  sir,  you  and  your  Gov- 
ernment will  have  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  surviving 
soldier,  and  of  the  surviving  widows  and  children  and 
grandchildren  of  those  patriot  soldiers  who  have  been 
gathered  home  to  thefr  fathers.  Sir,  let  it  not  be  said 
that  this  Government  has  subjected  itself  to  the  charge 
of  injustice  or  ingratitude  towards  its  faithful  sustain- 
ers. 

The  amendment  was  then  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
provide  pensions  for  the  widows  of  those  engaged  in  the 
Indian  wars{  which,  after  some  remarks  from  that  gen- 
tleman, waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  moved  to  include  «v  minute  men;" 
which,  after  some  debate  between  Messrs.  WARD- 
WELL,  RENCHER,  ANTHONY,  VANDBRPOEL, 
and  HAMER,  was  disagreed  to. 

After  some  further  proceedings  and  debate,  the  bill 
was  finished  and  laid  aside. 

The  committee  also  considered  about  one  hundred 
biNa  for  the  relief  of  individual  pensioners;  all  which 
were  reported}  and  those  to  which  no  exception  was 
taken  were,  in  mass,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
k  third  time  oo  Monday. 


LESLIE  COMBES. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Leslie  Combes;  and,  after 
some  remarks  ft'om  Messrs.  PARKER,  C.  ALLAN, 
UNDERWOOD,  and  HAWES,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

JEAN  BAPTISTS  JAMS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jean  Baptiste  Janis  was  then 
taken  up. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  1  do  not  intend  at  this  late  period  of 
the  aession,  and  at  this  time  on  Saturday  evening,  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  long  speech.  I  would  bo 
pleased  if  the  Clerk  will  read  the  commission  which 
Colonel  Clark  gave  to  the  claimant,  appointing  him  ai» 
ensign  in  a  company  commanded  by  Captain  Franeals 
Charleville,  which  commission  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  House.  I  would  be  also  well  pleased  if  the  Clerk 
would  read  the  report  or  statement  of  the  claimant. 

[These  documents  were  not  read,  as  their  existence 
and  validity  were  not  doubted.] 

Mr.  R.  further  aaid  that  it  was  a  matter  of  history,  re- 
corded and  known  to  the  country,  that  Colonel  George 
Rogers  Clark,  in  the  year  1778,  marched  a  regiment  to 
the  Illinois  country,  and  on  that  consideration  hia  corps 
waa  called  **the  Illinois  regiment;"  that  on  the  ith  July, 
at  night,  1778,  he  entered  the  town  of  Kaakaskia  with 
his  troops,  and  captured  that  place.  At  the  same  time 
there  were  other  settlements  and  towns  in  the  possession 
of  the  enemy  near  and  in  the  same  region  of  country 
which  at  that  time  was  called  ''the  Illinois  country.'* 

After  taking  possession  of  another  village,  (Copokia,) 
which  is  situated,  as  Kaskaskia  is,  near  the  Mississippi 
river.  Colonel  Clark  made  preparation  to  capture  also 
from  the  enemy  the  military  post  Vincennes.  This  ex- 
pedition was  performed  in  the  year  1779.  Thia  became 
necessary,  or  the  conquests  already  made  would  not  ae- 
cure  the  citizens  of  Kentucky  and  elsewhere  frote  the 
inroads  made  into  their  country  by  the  Indian*,  who 
were  inflamed  against  the  Americans  by  the  English. 
Vincennes  was  a  post  which  waa  defended  by  the  British 
soldiers  to  the  amount  Mr.  R.  could  not  then  recollect i 
but  it  waa  a  fort  of  some  strength;  and  in  which,  as  well 
as  I  recollect.  Governor  Hamilton  commanded.  In  order 
to  be  able  to  succeed  in  the  capture  of  this  post,  snd 
thereby  to  insure  peace  and  quiet  to  the  citizens,  Colo* 
nel  Clark** was  compelled  to  enlist  into  the  regiment 
under  his  command  two  companies  more.  One  company 
was  commanded  by  Captain  Charleville,  whom  I  men* 
tioned  before,  and  another  commanded  by  Captain 
McCarty;  one  raised  in  Kaskaskia,  and  the  other  in  Co- 
pokia,  and  both  organized  and  composed  a  part  of  "the 
Illinois  regiment,*'  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Clark. 

The  claimant  of  this  pension,  Jean  B.  Janif,  was,  as 
I  before  stated,  appointed  an  ensign  in  the  company 
commanded  by  Captain  Charleville. 

These  are  all  historic  facts,  which  are  on  this  occasion 
not  queationed  or  doubted,  and  in  fact  are  admitted. 

It  is  also  a  fact  that  Colonel  Clark  commehced  this 
campaign  from  Kaskaskia  to  Vincennes  in  the  winter  or 
spring  of  the  year  1779,  at  a  time  that  St  was  extremely 
difficult  and  almoat  impossible,  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  and  the  high  stage  of  the  water  between 
those  two  points,  to  march  bis  army  from  one  post  to 
the  other.  The  distance  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  or 
seventy  miles.  The  country  at  the  time  the  march  waa 
performed  was  greatly  inundated  with  water,  and  the 
rivers  (the  Wabash  and  others)  were  so  high  that  the 
walen  were  from  bluflf  to  bluff  in  themi  and  in 
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instances  two  or  three  miles  wide.  The  snow  and  the 
ice  bad  not  entirely  left  the  {ground)  and  add  to  this, 
that  there  were  no  baggage  wagons,  and,  in  fact,  not' 
■lucb  food,  to  attend  the  army.  Yet,  with  all  these  pri- 
vationfl,  hardships,  and  difficulties,  these  brave  soldiers, 
under  the  command  not  only  of  a  brave  but  also  a  tal- 
ented man,  accomplished  their  march  to  Yincennes,  and 
took  that  post  from  the  enemy  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

In  this  .campaign  the  claimant,  Mr.  Jsnis,  performed 
service  as  an  ensign  in  the  company  commanded  by 
Captain  Chsrleville.  He  went,  and,  like  others,  acted 
well  his  part  in  that  campaign.  There  is  not  on  record 
the  history  of  a  campaign  that  exhibited  more  talents  in 
the  plan,  and  required  more  inlerpidity  and  courage  in 
the  execution,  than  the  campaign  planned  and  executed 
by  Colonel  Clark  in  the  capture  of  the  British  posts  on 
the  Mississippi  and  in  the  Illinois  country. 

At  that  day  there  were  very  few  people  settled  west 
of  the  mountains,  and  these  few  were  infested  and 
eternally  annoyed  by  the  Indians,  excited  to  murder  and 
bloodshed  by  the  British  enemy.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  in  order  to  secure  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
these  settlements,  to  capture  these  British  posts,  by 
which  the  Indians  were  supplied  with  the  munitions  of 
wtar,  and  to  remove  back  the  Indians  and  the  means  of 
uieir  support  to  such  distance  as  they  would  not  be  able 
to  disturb  the  white  people.  This  was  accomplished. 
More  was  accomplished,  also;  the  country  was  taken  and 
retained  from  the  enemy,  which  now  composes  the  best 
and  the  fairest  portion  of  the  Union. 

In  the  treaty  of  1783  with  Great  Britain,  the  capture 
and  occupation  of  this  country  by  the  American  arms  is 
adverted  to,  and,  no  doubt,  was  taken  into  consideration 
at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty.  This  is  the  country 
that  was  captured  from  the  enemy  by  the  energy  and 
bravery  of  Janis,  and  others,  that  now  pours  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  so  much  money  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands.  There  are  millions  received 
from  the  sales  of  the  very  same  lands  which  the  **  Illi- 
nois regiment,"  in  which  Janis  acted  as  an  officer,  took 
from  the  enemy  at  a  time  that  **  tried  men's  souls.*'  Yet 
the  honorable  chairman  says,  if  a  pension  be  given  to 
Mr.  Janis,  it  will  form  an  exception,  and  violate  the 
general  rule  and  law  on  this  subject.  Be  it  so.  I 
should  consider  it  an  honor  to  violate  a  rule  that  would 
deprive  a  man  of  a  pension,  made  under  circumstances 
mich  as  these.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  Wabswkll]  seems 
to  represent  this  case  as  a  person  with  gold  weights, 
weighing  out  money  by  the  cent,  to  a  revolutionary 
soldier  who  performed  so  brave  and  noble  a  part  in  that 
struggle  as  did  Mr.  Janis.  I  will  call  to  the  recollection 
of  the  gentleman  the  privations  and  hardships  on  the 
march  to  capture  Yincennes.  Did  Janis,  when  he  was 
wading  in  the  snow,  ice,  and  water,  to  his  neck,  think 
of  weighing  out  his  energies  and  bravery  with  gold 
weights?  Did  he  at  that  time  think  he  was  violating 
any  rule,  (and  *Miis  case  would  form  an  exception,") 
when  he  was  fighting  before  the  post  of  Yincennes? 
Nice  conscientious  scruples,  and  gold  weights,  were  at 
that  time  not  considered  by  Janis,  and  now  should  not 
be  by  us.  A  liberal  and  honorable  acknowledgment 
of  such  service,  which  wss  glorious  and  beneficial  to  the 
whole  Union,  ought  now  to  be  made  to  him  by  us.  We 
are  now  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  and  their  labor}  and  1 
am,  as  one  individual,  in  legislation  or  otherwise,  proud 
to  acknowledge  it.  We  are  now  at  our  ease,  happy  in 
^very  respect,  reclining  in  the  shade  of  <*  the  vine  and 
fig  tree,"  which  was  spokeh  into  existence  by  the 
energies  and  talents  of  the  revolutionary  soldier.  We 
are  their  hsppy  children,  and  I  hope  we  will  have  the 
gratitude  to  sustain,  in  reclining  life,  the  few  of  our  revo- 
lutionary fathers  that  remain  among  us.  They  cannot 
live  among  us  only  for  a  few  years.    The  gentleman  for 


whose  benefit  this  bill  is  brought  before  Congress  is 
far  advanced  in  years,  and  cannot,  by  the  course  of 
nature,  live  long.  I  am  informed  he  is  about  eighty 
years  old.  This  bill,  which  only  provides  ten  dollars 
per  month  during  his  natural  life,  will  not  beggar  the 
Treasury,  and  will  be  an  honorable  acknowledgment 
of  his  revolutionary  services.  It  will  be  a  proud  boon 
to  his  numerous  and  respectable  descendants. 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  W.]  says  the  case  of  Jams,  if  it 
becomes  a  law,  will  violate  the  existing  law  on  the  sub- 
ject of  revolutionary  pensions.  This  is  true,  I  presume. 
If  the  claim  of  Janis  was  embraced  in  the  principles  of 
the  law  now  in  existence,  there  would  be  no  neccssitv 
for  another  act  for  his  benefit.  This  claim  would  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  law. 
The  reason  the  old  law  does  not  embrace  his  case,  is  the 
foundation  of  the  present  application  to  Congress.  The 
gentlemsn  further  says  that,  from  all  the  intormation  he 
can  obtain,  Mr.  Janis  served  only  thirty-six  daysi  and  as 
the  law  requires  a  service  in  all  of  six  months  in  the  Revo- 
lution to  entitle  a  soldier  to  a  pension,  that,  on  that  con« 
sideration,  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  pension.  Even  to  go 
with  the  gentleman  into  this  rigid  and  strict  rule,  re- 
quiring proof  of  six  months'  service,  it  can  be  fairly  pre- 
sumed that,  in  the  absence  of  evidence,  Mr.  Janis  was 
six  months  in  service.  The  gentleman  would  not  require 
six  months  of  continued  figtiting  in  a  serugs*  battle,  nor 
would  he  require  six  months'  wading  in  snow,  ice,  and 
water,  to  entitle  the  soldier  to  a  pension.  The  service 
which  was  so  honorably  performed  by  Colonel  Clark  in 
capturing  these  posts  would  require  six  months  or  more 
for  its  execution;  aad  the  fair  presumption  is,  that  Mr. 
Janis  was  employed  in  the  service  under  Colonel  Clark 
for  six  months  or  more  during  his  conquest  of  the  Illinois 
country. 

The  evidence  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  W.] 
cannot  be  correct.  It  would  require  more  than  thirty- 
six  days  for  the  army  to  march,  at  that  season  of  the  year, 
from  Kaskaskia  to  Yincennes,  and  return.  There  were 
no  bridges  or  ferries  at  the  time,  and  the  route  was  al- 
most impassable  from  the  snow,  ice,  and  high  waters  in 
the  rivers  and  other  streams.  In  this  calculation  there 
would  be  no  time  left  for  preparation  and  organisation 
for  the  campaign  at  Kaskaskia  before  they  started,  and 
no  time  left  for  the  c»pture  of  the  post,  (Ymoennes,) 
and  for  its  occupation  by  the  American  forces.  Every 
reasonable  roan  will  know  it  will  require  more  than 
tliirty-six  days  for  the  performance  of  this  expedition. 
I  do  not  want  for  Janis  any  thing  that  is  not  right  and 
proper— he,  himself,  would  not  receive  from  Govern- 
ment or  any  individual  any  thing  that  was  not  strictly 
honorable  and  correct.  He  is  a  gentleman  whose  char- 
acter for  honesty  and  integrity  stands  above  suspicion. 

1  read  a  printed  statement  of  his  services,  which  lies 
on  the  Clerk's  table;  and  1  know  not  now  if  it  were  his 
own  statements  or  a  report  of  a  conynittee — I  would 
believe  one  as  much  as  the  other;  I  will  vouch  for  his 
atatements  to  be  correct.  I  have  known  him  and  his 
character  from  my  youth,  and  I  know  it  to  be  good;  and 
on  this  occasion  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  it,  al« 
though  he  is  not  my  constituent,  but  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

It  may  be,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the  fact  that  I  have 
been  raised  in  the  country  where  this  service  was  per- 
formed, and  on  that  consideration  have  heard  so  much 
about  it,  of  its  perils  and  hardships,  that  I  have  become 
so  well  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Jsnis. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  claim  of  such  propriety  and  justice 
that  the  House  cannot  hesitate  to  allow  it.  The  gentle- 
man need  not  fear  that  this  case  will  open  a  door  /or 
similar  cases.   There  are  none  in  our  country,  as  1  know. 


*  A  battle  in  which  all  on  bsth  sides  are  killed. 
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similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Jants;  but  if  there  vere,  it  would 
be  just  and  proper  to  allow  them.  I  hope  the  House 
fully  comprehend  the  merits  and  Justice  of  this  case,  and 
knowing  it,  will  allow  it. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WARDWELL, 
STOKER,  and  ASHLEY,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

ELLEN  ABRIN  SCHMUCK. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Ellen  Abein  Schmisck 
was  then  taken  up;  and,  after  some  debate  by  Messrs. 
PARKER,  EVANS,  WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  TAY- 
LOR, and  HAWES,  the  latter  gentleman  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading,  by  a  vote  of  75  to  47. 

BREACH  OP  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  JUDSON,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  disturbance  which  occurred  in  the  House  this 
morning,  made  a  report,  in  part,  concluding  with  the 
rollowing  resolution: 

Resold,  That  Robert  Codd,  having  done  no  act  in 
violation  of  the  privilege  or  order  of  the  House,  be  forth- 
with discharged  from  custody. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  suggested  that,  in  order  to  justify  the  deten- 
tion of  the  other  person,  the  Speaker  should  issue  a 
warrant. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  considered  it  necessary  to 
have  the  authority  of  the  House  for  issuing  a  warrant. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  Speaker  be 
authorized  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
for  the  srrest  and  detention  of  Henry  G.  Wheeler,  for  a 
contempt  and  breach  of  privilege  of  the  House,  by  com- 
mitting an  assault  on  the  body  of  Robert  Codd,  in  the 
presence  of  the  House;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

MOZTDAT,  JVITB  13. 

The  pension  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  on  Saturday,  were  severally  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

MICHIGAN  AND  ARKANSAS. 

In  execution  of  the  special  order  of  Monday  last,  the 
House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing bills: 

<«  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
SUte  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions 
therein  expressed." 

«  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Both  these  bills  had  been  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  first  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Michigan  bill. 

Mr.  VINTQN  renewed  the  following  amendment, 
oflfered  by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

"And  provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  express^ 
ly  declared,  that  if  the  convention  provided  for  in  the 
third  section  of  this  act  shall  not  give  the  assent  therein 
required,  the  boundaries  of  -  the  States  of  Ohio  and  In- 
diana shall  nevertheless  be,  and  forever  remain,  fixed 
and  established  between  them  and  Michigan,  as  the 
same  are  in  this  act  above  specified  and  described." 

Mr.  V.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered; and  the  question  being  taken,  was  decided  as 
follows:  Yeas  81,  naya  126. 

YEAS^Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Ashley,  Bftiley,  Bood, 
Vol.  XlL-269     • 


Boon,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.Calhoun,  Camp« 
bell,  Carr,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers, 
Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  Evans,  l^verett,  Philo  C. 
Fuller,  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Gren- 
nell.  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Ha- 
zeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  IngersoU,  William 
Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kin- 
nard.  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Lucas,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McKennan, 
McLenej  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morris,  James  A.  Pearce, 
Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Reed,  Russell,  William 
B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade, 
Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Washington,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams— 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  An- 
thony, Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  John 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cush- 
man^  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Drorogodle,  Ef- 
ner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock, 
Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Sam- 
uel S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon, 
Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Mo- 
ses Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Potts,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Speight,  Sutherland,  Tay- 
lo-,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams— 126. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking^  out 
the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  sections,  and  inserting  as  a  substitute 
certain  provisions  reserving  to  Michigan  the  rights  and 
limits  secured  to  the  Territory  by  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  addressed  the  House  three 
hours,  in  opposition  to  the  boundary  aa  described  in  the 
bill.  He  examined  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  which,  he  contended,  settled  the  boundaries  of 
the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  with  that  of  the 
Territories  north  of  those  States,  definitively  and  forever; 
and  that  the  several  boundaries  could  not  be  altered,  un- 
less by  the  common  consent  of  Congress,  the  States  and 
Territories  interested,  and  the  State  of  Virginia.  He 
contended  that  the  bill  before  the  House  altered  the 
boundary  between  Michi^n  and  Ohio,  to  the  injury  of 
the  furmer  State,  and  in  violation  of  the  original  compact. 

When  Mr.  Adams  had  concluded  his  remarks,  several 
gentlemen  addressed  the  Chair,  and  the  floor  was  ob- 
tained by 

Mr.  CUSHMAN,  who  said  that,  believing  the  previout 
question  to  be  one  of  the  most  saluUry  rules  of  the 
House,  and  believing  this  to  be  a  fit  occasion  for  its  ap- 
plication, he  now  moved  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  he  hoped  the  yeas  and 
nays  \k  ould  be  taken  on  his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and 
thereupon  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  taken, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  109,  nays  43. 

The  call  was  commenced,  and  proceeded  in  for  some 
time,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTSMAN,  all  further 
proceeding  in  the  call  was  dispensed  with. 
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'  The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  mnd  the 
main  question  was  put  on  ordering^  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading:,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe:  Yeas  153,  naya 
45,  as  follows: 

Tbas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buehanan,  Bunch,  Burns, 
John  Calhoon,   Cambreleng^,   Campbell,   Carr,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Deberij,  Denny,  Dickerson, 
Dickson,  Doubleday,  Uromg>oole,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fow- 
ler, French,  Fry,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.   Fuller, 
Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Grang^er,  Orantland, 
Grayson,   Haley,  Jos.  Hall,  Hamer,   Hanneg^an,  8.  S. 
Harrison,   A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,   Haynes, 
lliester,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunting^ton, 
Huntsman,   Ingham,    Wm.   Jackson,    Jabez    Jackson, 
Janes,  Japvis,  Jos.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
ton,  Henry  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Judson, 
Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lay,  G.  Lee, 
J.  Lee,  L.Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,   Martin,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury, 
May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,   Muhlenberg,   Owens,   Page,   Parks, 
Patterson,  Patton,   Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Bencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shlnn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton, 
Wagener,   Ward,    Wardwell,    Washington,    Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey— 153. 
Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,   Bailey,  Bell, 
Briggs,  WiUiam  B.  Calhoun,  G.  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
liers,  Childs,  Clark,  Everett,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazeltine,    Hoar, 
Ingersotl,  Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  S.  Mason, 
McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morris,  Parker, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Rus- 
sell, Slade,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  L.  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Wise--45. 
So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  day. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  providing  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Arkansas  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays^  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  renewed  the  amendment  submit- 
ted by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  relation  to 
the  restriction  of  slavery  In  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

The  amendment  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  claimed  the  floor. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  insisted  upon  his  right. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that,  according  to  the  strict  rule, 
the  latter  gentleman  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  if  he  in- 
sisted upon  it.  That  gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and 
was  announced  by  the  Chair.  He  submitted  amotion; 
that  motion  was  propounded  from  the  Chair,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  did  not  claim  the  floor 
until  the  Chair  was  about  to  put  the  question  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  if  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  bad  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  ADAMS  stated  explicitly  he  had  not. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  was  clear, 
then,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BOON  remarkedi  then  if  a  gentleman  chose  to 


stand  in  his  place,  he  might  claim  the  floor,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  every  other  member,  as  long  as  he  pleased. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said  that,  being  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Adavs,]  and  having  ob- 
served what  passed,  he  felt  bound  to  state  that,  accord- 
ing to  his  recollection,  his  colleague  rose,  addressed  the 
Speaker,  stated  that  he  wished  to  ofl^er  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  and  sent  his  amendment  to  the  Clerk,  re- 
maining upon  his  feet  while  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  read 
it,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  address 
the  House  in  relation  to  it.  The  Speaker  was,  at  the 
time,  looking  towards  the  other  quarter  of  the  House. 
At  the  instant  when  the  Clerk  had  finished  reading,  the 
{gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Williaxs]  rose,  was 
immediately  recognised  by  the  Speaker,  and  moved  the 
previous  question,  which  was  entertained  by  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Adams  immediately  claimed  the  right  of  proceeding, 
stating  that  he  had  not  relinquished  the  floor,  and  had 
merely  awaited  the  reading  of  the  amendment  by  the 
Clerk.  The  Speaker  then  looked  towards  him,  and  im- 
mediately saids  '^The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
will  proceed*'— but,  upon  objection  being  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Havhsoah]  and  others  who 
were  standing  in  the  centre  aisle,  the  Speaker  decided 
that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 
Mr.  P.  said  that  he  could  not  have  the  slightest  doubt 
that  his  colleague  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  that  he 
was  in  the  act  of  addressing  the  Chair  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  submitted  his  motion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  be,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Phillips,]  was  standing  near  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.]  Mr.  B. 
was  standing  in  front  of  him,  [Mr.  Adams,]  and  quite 
near,  thougii  not  quite  as  near  as  the  gentleman  last  up, 
[Mr.  Phillifs.]  who  was  sitting  very  near  him  on  his 
left.  Mr.  B.  had  not  the  least  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of 
that  gentleman  in  saying  that  his  colleagtie  [Mr.  Adams] 
had  not  forfeited  his  precedence  on  the  floor.  He^Mr. 
B.)  had  little  knowledge  of  the  rules,  but  standing 
immediately  before  the  gentleman,  [\lr.  Adams,]  he  had 
expected  him  to  support  his  motion,  and  was  listening  to 
bear  it.  He  was  surprised  not  to  find  him  go  on.  A 
short  time  after  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  come  to  the  ccnclu- 
sion  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams] 
did  not  intend  to  support,  at  that  time,  his  motion  to 
amend;  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Williams] 
addressed  the  Chair,  as  he  understood  it,  and  the  Chair 
announced  **the  gentleman  from  Kentucky." 

Mr.  ADAMS  here  interrupted  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  was  going  on  for  some  time;  when 

Mr.  BOULDIN  begged  leave  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  was  explaining,  or  «  hat  ? 

Mr.  ADAMS  aaid  he  was  answering  the  gentleman 
from  Virgins. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  then  said  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  cut  him  out  in  the  middle  of  a  semicolons 
while  the  gentleman  himself  had  made  his  motion,  had 
his  amendment  read,  and  was  waiting  until  another  gen- 
tleman had  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed  the  Chair, 
and  still  claimed  the  floor.  Mr.  B.  said  he  would  move 
to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  table. 

A  suggestion  being  made  that  the  motion  was  out  of 
order, 

Mr.  BOULDIN  then  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the  appeal;  which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Ayes  95, 
noes  51. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeaa 
109,  nays  80. 

Mr.  REED  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ihe 
main  question,  being  '*  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  which  were  or- 
dered^  and  were:  Yeas  97,  nays  87. 
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So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed,  and  the 
question  recurring  on  Ibe  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, it  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Ayes  101,  noes  not 
counted. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question  to  be  put{  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Yeas  126,  nsys  67. 

Ybi.8 — Messrs.  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  Burns,  Cambrelenff^  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cush- 
roan,  Deberry,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Fair- 
fielJ,  Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hall,  Hamer,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Uolsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntmg- 
ton,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kil- 
gore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee, 
Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McComas,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  F.  Pierce, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shiekls,  Sickles, 
Smitli,  Speight,  Standefer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Toucey,  Turrill, 
Yanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well,  Washington, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wil- 
liania— 136. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  John  Calboon,  Wil- 
liam B.  Calhoun,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Graves,  Grennell, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel 
S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  How- 
ell, Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Laporte, 
Lawrence,  Ldiy,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Ma- 
son, Maury,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Morris,  Parker,  Dulce  J.  Pcarce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Robertson,  Russell,  Slade,  Sprague,  Storer, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Wise— 67. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question,  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  should  then  be  put. 

Mr.  HIESTER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
question}  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  147,  nays 
62,  as  follows: 

YsAS—Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Beale,  Bean,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Nathaniel  H. 
CUiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Deberry,  Dick- 
son, Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield  Farlin,  Forester, 
French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Gar- 
land, Rice  Garland,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Haroer,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hokey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson, 
John  W.Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, Lewis,  Logan,  LoyiUl,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y^  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLeoe,  MiUer,  Montgomery,  Morgan*  Muhlenberg,  Ow- 


ens, Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Palton,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reyn- 
olds, Ripley,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Spangler,  Speight, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Ward  well,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 147. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Child?,  Clark, 
Crane,  Cushing,   Darlington,  Denny,  Evans,   Everett, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harper,  Samuel 
S .  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  In- 
gersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,   Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKen- 
nan, Milligan,  Morrip,   Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phil- 
lips Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Under- 
wood, VintonnEIisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams— 52. 
So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  day. 
The  Michigan  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  YAKDERPOEL  said  that  a  test  vote  had  already 
been  taken  upon  this  bill,  and  the  expression  in  its  fa- 
vor was  so  strong  that  no  gentleman  could  doubt  its  pas- 
sage.    Under  a  firm  belief  that  the  further  consumption 
of  time  would  not  change  a  vote,  or  alter  the  result,  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  then  taken  up  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded:  Ayes  95,  noes  not  counted;  and  the  main 
question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  ALLEN,  of  Yermont,  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  ordered, 
and  were:  Yeas  143,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Cliilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Beale,  Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Nathaniel  H. 
Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Deberry, 
Dickson,  Dcubleday,  Dcomgoole,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Gap- 
land,  Rice  Garland,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert G. 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gid- 
eon Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Luca?,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury, 
McComas,  McKay,  McKeon,  Mci^im,  McLene,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  R«pley, Roane, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Speight,  Standefer, 
Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Toucey,  Turrill, 
Yanderpoel,  Ward,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks, White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 143. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Bai- 
ley, Bond,  Borden,  Briggs  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs, 
Clark,  Crane,  dishing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Grennell,  Hall,  Hard,  Harper, 
Hazletine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  William  Jackson, 
Janes,  Benjamin  Jonen,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lin- 
coln, Love,  Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Mor- 
ris, Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Rus- 
sell, Shinn,  Slade,  John  Thomson,  Underwood,  Yinton, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  WillUms— 50. 
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So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  CONNOR  said*  as  the  House  bad  been  delivered 
of  twins,  he  thought  after  the  operation  they  might  ad- 
journ; and  he  nnade  that  motion,  but  subsequently  with- 
drew it  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  who  made  an  inef- 
fectual attempt  to  offer  a  resolution;  and  Mr.  LOVE  re- 
newing the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  House  adjourned. 


TUBSDAT,  JUXE  14. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYNES,  the  joint  resolution  was 
then  taken  up  and  read,  as  follows: 

•*Besohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  ofJmeriea  in  Congress  assembled^  Tliat 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  close  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
by  an  adjournmen  tof  their  respective  Houses,  on  the  33d 
day  of  May  next." 

Mr.  HAYNES  moved  to  strike  out  the  33d  of  May, 
and  insert  the  27th  of  June. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  insert  the  4th  of 
July.  He  made  this  motion,  he  said,  in  accordance 
with  an  understanding  which  had  been  had  with  gentle- 
men on  this  ^oor,  who  wished  to  continue  the  session 
till  that  time,  in  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  West- 
tern  part  of  the  Union.  He  knew  that  those  interests 
were  of  great  importance,  and  he  hoped  that  the  motion 
would  be  agreed  to  without  debate  or  division. 

Mr.  HARDIN  urjred  that  it  was  impossible  at  this 
time  to  tell  on  what  day  we  could  get  away.  He  would 
vote  reluctantly  for  the  4th  of  July,  but  would  prefer 
the  11th.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  session  had  been  ap- 
propriated to  bills  relating  to  the  interests  of  the  States 
east  of  the  mountains.  He  thought  it  incumbent  on  Con- 
gress to  take  some  measures  for  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  t  he  public  lands.  He  also  alluded 
to  the  probability  that  circumstances  would  render  it 
proper  for  the  House  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  our 
relations  with  Texas.  He  hoped  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  would  be  postponed  till  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  PARRS  was  opposed  to  adjourning  on  the  4th  of 
July.  He  waa  aware  that  a  great  deal  of  the  session  had 
been  taken  up  by  debate,  perhaps  useless  debate,  with- 
out doing  the  business  of  the  people.  There  had  been 
but  a  few  of  the  appropriation  bills  passed,  and  the  bills 
to  admit  two  States  into  the  Union,  and  that  was  pretty 
much  all  that  had  been  done.  The  House  had,  by  a 
large  majority,  determined  to  fix  a  day  of  adjournment; 
but  it  would  become  necessary  for  the  House  to  reflect 
and  consider  what  business  is  yet  remaining  undone. 
There  were  also  other  States  which  had  business  which 
needed  action,  besides  the  Western  States.  There  were 
yet  to  be  acted  on  two  fortification  bills;  the  bill  to  or- 
ganize the  Treasury  Department;  the  cu8tom*house  bill; 
a  Judiciary  bill;  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  Patent  Office;  a 
bill  to  reorganize  the  Land  Office;  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
public  deposites;  an  army  bill;  a  bill  for  the  regulation 
of  the  mint;  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  Cumberland  road;  a 
bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  various 
other  bills.  AH  this  business  could  not  be  done  in 
eleven  days.  Much  would  have  to  be  lef\  undone;  and 
whose  business  was  to  be  left  undone  P  He  would  not 
vote  to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  on  the  4lh  of  July, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  through  much  of 
the  important  business  of  the  House  by  that  time. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  refer 
the  joint  resolution  to  a  select  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proposing  a  day 
of  adjournment  of  the  present  session. 


Mr.  W.  went  on  to  contend  that  nothing  was  ever 
gained  by  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment,  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  business  before  the  House  could  be  got 
through  with  in  the  time  proposed.  His  object  in 
making  the  motion  he  had  was,  that  the  committee 
should  take  up  the  subject,  and  examine  into  the  state 
of  the  business  before  the  House,  with  a  reference  to  its 
disposition  and  the  time  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  hoped  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would  be  adopted,  and 
especially  that  they  would  not  waste  time  in  discussing 
the  subject. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  adverted  to  the  large  mass  of 
business  before  the  House,  bills  indispensably  necessary 
to  be  passed.  The  "harbor  bill,"  the  "light-house 
bill,**  the  ••  custom-house  bil«,»*  and  many  others.  The 
most  important  busmesa  of  the  country  had  been  left  un- 
done, and  he  should  vote  for  the  most  distant  day. 

Mr.  HIESTER  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  for  he  thought  the 
House  could  dispose  of  and  arrange  its  order  of  business 
as  well  as  a  select  committee.  He  should  go  for  the 
earliest  day;  for  when  a  day  was  once  fixed,  business 
would  be  expedited. 

Mr.  LEWIS  thought  the  subject  had  better  be  post- 
poned,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  pass  to  the  orders 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  It 
was  the  old  practice  of  Congress  to  raise  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  and  recommend  what  business  should  be  im- 
mediately transacted,  and  that  practice  fell  Into  disuse 
only  at  the  31st  or  33d  Congress.  He  could  not  see  how 
any  Western  gentleman  could  vote  for  an  early  day  of 
adjournment.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  city  of 
New  York  alone  had  more  time  devoted  to  its  own  indi« 
vidual  business  than  the  whole  country  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains,  whether  the  business  be  of  a  public  or 
private  character. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  would  harmonize  the  two  prop- 
ositions as  to  fixing  the  day,  and  accept  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Mahh]  as  a  modification 
of  his  own. 

The  question  accordingly  recurred  on  fixing  on  the 
4th  day  of  July. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittlzszt]  should  advo« 
cate  the  proposition  for  a  select  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject, since  it  was  well  known  that,  when  it  was  the  prac- 
tice to  raise  such  a  committee,  their  report  was  invaria- 
bly set  aside  in  the  House.  He  should  vote  against  it. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  had  uniformly  voted  against  fixing  any 
day  of  adjournment,  and  he  had  been  governed  in  that 
vote  by  one  consideration  alone.  It  was  this:  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  any  day  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment 
until  the  bill  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  money 
was  either  passed  or  failed.  Two  vears  ago  the  House 
sent  this  bill  to  the  Senate,  which  body  never  returned 
it.  One  year  ago  the  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House  by 
an  amendment,  moved  by  an  opposition  member,  which 
would  have  rendered  it  totally  moperative.  Mr.  C.  also 
expressed  his  surprise  at  what  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  in  reference  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
city  of  New  York.  That  bill  related  to  nothing  more 
than  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  in  which  every 
portion  of  this  Union  was  just  as  much  interested  as  the 
city  of  New  York.  But  he  should  like  to  know  whose 
fault  it  was  that  this  bill  had  occupied  two  months^  Cer- 
tainly not  the  fault  of  the  delegation  from  New  York,  or 
the  majority  of  the  House.  A  large  majority  were  evi- 
dently, from  the  vote  given  that  morning,  determined 
to  fix  some  day  for  adjournment;  and  if  they  did,  he 
hoped  they  would  fix  the  longest  day.     He  did  believe. 
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however,  that  when  the  day  was  once  fixed,  they  would 
transact  more  business  in  ten  days  than  in  two  months 
without  it. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  should  vote  against  the  proposition  of 
his  colleague,  because  it  was  asking  a  select  committee 
to  do  that  which  every  member  of  the  House  could  do 
for  himself,  by  referring  to  the  calendar,  viz:  ascertain 
the  state  of  their  business.  He  was  disposed  to  vote  for 
ft  day  certain. 

Mr.  BR! GGS  inquired  which  motion  then  pending  had 
precedence. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  to  commit  with  instructions. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  in  fiivor  of  fixing  on  the  4th  of  July. 

Mr.  BOON  rose  and  said  that  all  who  knew  him,  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  knew  full  well 
that  he  had  at  no  time  evinced  a  disposition  to  delay  ac- 
tion on  the  business  of  the  House,  or  to  produce  a  long 
session.  He  had  sat  in  his  seat  six  and  a  half  months 
during  the  sittings  of  Congress,  and  had  g^ven  his  vote 
upon  many  questions  in  which  bis  constituents  were  not 
particularly  and  immediately  interested;  in  the  mean 
time  he  bad  been  assured,  by  many  highly  respectable 

Sentlemen  from  the  old  States,  that  something  should  be 
one  for  the  people  of  the  new  States  in  the  West  before 
the  adjournment  of  Congress,  and  he  hoped  that  those 
gentlemen  would  make  good  their  promise.  Mr.  B.  said 
that  be  would  only  advert  to  three  bills  in  which  the 
people  of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  felt  a  deep  and  abiding  interest.  I  allude, 
said  Mr.  B.,  to  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  the  bill  to 
graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and 
the  bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  B.,  1  consider  the  bill  last  named  one  of  the  most 
important  that  has  been  presented  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress.  The  passage  of  this  bill  is  not  only  of  vast 
importance  to  the  people  of  the  new  States,  but,  sir,  it 
is  of  vast  importance  to  all  those  of  the  old  States  of  the 
Union  who  have  purchased  any  portion  of  the  public 
lands.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  would  vote  for  the  4th  day 
of  July,  as  the  day  to  be  fixed  for  the  adjournment  of 
Congress.  He  would,  he  said,  vote  to  adjourn  on  to- 
morrow, if  those  bills  which  be  had  named  were  acted 
upon,  and  such  other  bills  as  might  be  indispensably 
necessary  for  the  common  defence  of  the  country. 

Having  said  thus  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now,  said 
Mr.  B.,  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Bmoes,]  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat.  That  gentle- 
man has  said  that  those  of  this  House  who  are  opposed  to 
this  administration  are  in  a  *'  snug  minority  of  some  forty- 
five;"  and  rather  tauntingly  asks  how  it  is  that  the  mi- 
nority in  this  Hou€e  can  defeat  the  wishes  and  the  will  of 
the  majority.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  tells 
this  House  and  the  country  that  the  friends  uf  the  ad- 
ministration in  this  House  are  in  an  overwhelming  ma-, 
jority;  and  again  asks  the  question,  how  is  it  that  the 
minority  in  the  House  are  liable  to  the  charge  of  defeat- 
ing the  will  of  a  majority'  Mr.  B.  said,  I  will  tell  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  the  country  at  large, 
how  it  is  that  the  party  in  politics  opposed  to  this  admin- 
istration have  managed  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  on 
business  in  this  House,  and  to  defeat  the  will  of  the 
majority.  Sir,  it  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
where  the  "  previous  question"  cannot  be  applied,  that 
the  minority  can  detain  the  majority  as  long  as  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  shall  be  undecided,  and  where  debate  is 
unlimited.  Such  has  been  the  course  of  the  party  oppo- 
sed to  this  administration  throughout  this  very  protracted 
session.  Amendments  have  been  proposed  and  debated 
at  great  length  by  the  minority  in  this  House,  which  they 
well  knew  would  be  voted  down  by  the  majority  as  soon 
at  the  subject  could  be  brought  into  the  House,  where 
the  '*  previous  question"  could  be  applied. 


Sir,  1  recollect  that  one  amendment  proposed  by  an 
opposition  man  to  one  of  the  appropriation  bills,  some 
time  since,  was  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
weeks  together.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  there  is  another  mode 
by  which  the  minority  in  this  House  have  wasted  its 
time,  and  caused  delay  in  the  business  of  the  House;  that 
is.  by  frequent  calls  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  immaterial 
questions,  such  as  a  motion  to  adjourn;  for  a  call  of  the 
House;  for  the  previous  question,  and  on  points  of  order. 
Each  taking  of  the  yeas  and  nays  consumes  about  one 
half  hour  of  the  time  of  the  House.  Search  the  journals 
of  the  House,  and  I  venture  to  assert  that  it  will  be 
found  that,  nine  times  out  often,  those  delays  have  been 
produced  by  motions  and  calls  by  the  party  opposed  to 
this  administration.  It  is  in  this  way,  and  by  lonff 
speeches,  that  the  time  of  the  House  has  been  taken  up, 
and  the  business  of  the  country  neglected.  Sir,  if  the 
majority  in  politics  in  this  House  will  go  with  me  for  the 
"  previous  question*'  every  two  hours  in  the  day,  (as  the 
people  themselves  would,  could  they  be  here  and  wit- 
ness our  proceedings.)  the  business  of  the  House  would 
be  proceeded  in,  and  some  beneficial  results  might  yet 
grow  out  of  our  labors. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  regretted  to  see  such  an  earnestnese 
on  the  part  of  many  gentlemen  to  fix  a  day  of  adjourn* 
ment,  for  he  did  not  concur  in  the  reasons  assigned  In 
its  favor.  He  hoped  no  day  of  adjournment  would  be 
fixed,  but  that  they  would  first  act  upon  all  the  public 
and  private  business  before  them,  and  then  adjourn. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  replied  at  some  length  to 
the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Obi&  in  reference  to 
the  time  the  New  York  bill  had  occupied.  Neither  the 
delegation  from  New  York  nor  the  majority  of  the 
House  were  responsible  Tor  the  very  wide  range  the  de- 
bate had  taken;  but  the  greater  part  of  it  came  from  the 
delegation  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  be  was  in  favor  of  the  4th  of 
July,  and  saw  no  necessity  for  a  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  A  committee  might  review  the  business  of  the 
House,  but  to  what  end?  Could  it  throw  new  lights 
upon  it?  All  the  unfinished  business  on  the  calendar 
could  not  be  acted  on.  It  was  not  intended  that  such  a 
committee  should  select  certain  measures  for  ttie  special 
action  of  the  House,  for  reasons  to  be  given.  How,  then, 
could  it  assist  the  judgment  of  the  House?  If  such  was 
the  intention  of  the  advocates  of  a  committee,  he  should 
protest  sgainst  it.  We  have  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  session  (said  Mr.  G.)  fully  and  distinctly  before  us; 
we  have  for  weeks  held  it  in  view  in  reference  to  the 
day  of  adjournment.  He  would,  therefore,  consider  this 
House  the  fittest  committee  to  review  its  works,  and  say 
when  they  shall  terminate. 

It  was  true  (Mr.  G.  said)  the  House  had  yet  to  act 
upon  some  bill  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money,  and  the  division  of  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  States;  upon  the  land  bill,  fortification  bill,  and 
others  of  magnitude.  At  least  he  hoped  for  such  action. 
Some  measures  there  were  especially  interesting  to  the 
West,  which  he  should  be  glad  to  pass  and  adopt.  But, 
(Mr.  G.  asked,)  can  we  not  act  on  the  measures  of  chief 
importance  in  the  time  that  will  be  left  as  till  the  4th  of 
July?  Indeed,  he  believed  the  House  would  accomplish 
more,  and  to  belter  purpose,  by  having  the  day  of  ad- 
journment fixed  and  before  it,  than  by  leaving  that 
point  longer  unsettled. 

Some  gentlemen  had  complained  that  the  West  had 
not  been  sofiiciently  regarded  in  the  legislation  of  the 
session.  Perhaps  (Mr.  G.  said)  it  may  be  so.  He  would 
repair  the  injustice.  But  there  was  a  point  beyond  the 
West — our  West — to  which  some  gentlemen  would  di- 
rect the  attention  of  this  House,  but  to  which  we  were, 
at  present,  In  his  judgment,  forbidden  to  look,  bv  every 
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dictate  of  policy  and  duty.  He  referred  to  Texnt.  Gen- 
tlemen, in  this  debate,  bad  expressed  a  hope  that  Con- 
gress, at  the  present  session,  might  acknowledge  the  in- 
dependence of  that  country,  and,  perhaps,  go  further  in 
reference  to  it.  He  would  hold  in  high  respect  the  sym- 
pathies felt  and  expressed  by  gentlemen  for  the  people 
of  that  revolted  province.  He  hoped  and  trusted  they 
would  achieve  their  independence  and  power  of  self- 
government,  and  exercise  them  forever,  but  without 
connexion  with  this  Union (  but  he  could  not  conseiit  to 
prolong  the  session  for  any  movement  with  any  reference 
to  Texas.  He  felt  sure  no  measures,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, could  wisely  or  safely  be  adopted,  bearing  upon 
that  people.  Delicate  questions  would  arise,  which  gen- 
tleman should  hesitate  to  encounter. 

Mr^  LANE  thought  the  better  way  of  determining  on 
the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  was  by  look- 
ing at  the  business  which  was  to  be  done.  He  was  for 
having  the  deposite  bill  acted  upon,  because  he  consid- 
ered the  responsibility  which  was  thrown  upon  the  Pres- 
ident was  too  great  to  be  put  into  the  bands  of  any  indi- 
vidual. He  said  the  nation  looked  to  Congress  to  act 
upon  this  bill  before  they  adjourned,  and  it  would  take 
Bome  time  to  discuss  this  single  bill.  Then  the  bills  char- 
tering the  banks  of  the  District  were  to  be  acted  on,  to 
prevent  bankruptcy  and  ruin  to  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict. If  the  4th  of  July  was  fixed  as  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment, the  bills  for  the  Western  country  must  go  unacted 
on{  and  he  was  unwilling  to  fix  a  day  of  adjournment,  to 
cut  off  action  on  those  bills. 

Mr.  HOWARD  suggested  a  modification  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that  the  se- 
lect committee  consist  of  the  chairmen  of  all  the  standing 
committees  of  the  House;  which 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  accepted,  and  his  amendment  was  so 
modified. 

l%r.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  approved  of  the  mod- 
ification, and  was  more  in  favor  of  the  resolut'^on  now 
than  he  was  before.  He  was  aware  that  all  the  bills  now 
before  the  House  could  not  be  acted  upon;  and  he 
thought  they  might  follow  a  precedent  which  had  here- 
tofore been  set,  by  referring  the  subjects  before  the 
House  to  a  committee,  fur  the  purpose  of  determining 
which  was  the  most  important  business.  In  relation  to 
the  deposite  bill,  he  thought  there  ought  to  be  but  one 
opinion;  which  should  be,  that  Congress  should  not  ad- 
journ until  that  bill  was  passed.  He  thought  to  refer 
the  matter  to  prominent  members  of  the  House  was  the 
motion  which  ought  to  prevail.  He  was  in  favor  of  fix- 
ing as  early  a  day  as  possible;  but  be  would  take  into 
consideration  the  business  which  was  to  be  done. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table  for  the  present,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  HAWE3  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  commit 
this  subject  to  a  committee.  He  was  in  favor  of  having 
as  much  of  the  public  business  transacted  as  possible  be- 
fore they  adjourned.  He  alluded  to  the  bill  to  make  ap- 
propriations for  the  West  Point  Academy  as  a  measure 
which  would  occasion  considerable  debate,  as  Mr.  H. 
himself  intended  speaking  some  hours  to  show  the  cor- 
ruptions of  that  institution.  Mr.  H.  concluded  by  mo- 
ving to  postpone  this  resolution  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  had  uniformly  voted  against 
the  suspension  of  the  rule  to  take  up  this  resolution,  and 
he  would  now  state  the  reason  why  he  had  so  voted,  and 
why  he  was  now  ready  to  fix  the  day  for  adjournment. 
He  had  voted  against  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  be- 
cause he  did  not  wish  to  fix  the  day  of  adjournment  until 
the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  should  be  finally  acted  on.  He  foresaw,  and  he 
presumed  every  friend  of  that  measure  must  have  fore- 
seen, that  if  the  day  was  previously  fixed,  we  had  no  se- 
curity that  that  bill  would  be  taken  up.    The  friends  of 


that  measure  had  it  in  their  power  (it  requiring  a  vote 
of  two  thirds)  to  say  that  the  day  of  adjournment  should 
not  be  fixed  until  it  was  taken  up;  they  knew  that  by 
surrendering  the  power  in  their  hands  they  gained  noth- 
ing; their  opponents  would  not  adjourn  until  they  were 
prepared.  By  the  vote  now  taken,  suspending  the  rule, 
the  power  was  surrendered.  He  considered  it  as  evu- 
dence  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  no  longer  entertained  a 
hope  that  it  would  be  taken  up;  and  if  that  was  not  to 
be  taken  up,  he  should  vote  for  the  earliest  day  of  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  would  prefer  the  11th  of  July. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  postpone  ttU 
Monday  next;  which  was  negatived:  Ayes  61,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Williams  was  rejected 
without  a  count. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  insert 
the  4th  of  July. 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  insert  the  2rth  of  June,  and 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  insert  the  11th  of  ^uly. 

These  motions  were  ruled  not  then  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HIESTER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
first  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Some  conversation  took  place  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  question  should  be  propounded,  between  the  CHAIR, 
Messrs.  GARLAND  of  Louisiana,  VANDERPOEL,  and 
GRENNELL.  The  point  was,  whether  the  date  in  the 
resolution,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  should  be  con- 
sidered in  blank.  U  so,  the  vote  would  be  taken  on  the 
longest  time  first;  if  not,  the  questions  would  be  taken 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  made. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  as  the  bill  changing  the  time  of 
meeting  of  Congress  might  again  come  up  and  be  acted 
on,  he  would  move  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  till  Tuesday  next.     Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  inserting  the  1 1th  of 
July,  (as  an  amendment  to  fixing  the  4th,}  and  decided 
in  the  negative :  Yeas  73,  nays  137. 

The  question  recurring  on  inserting  the  4th  of  July, 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  insert  the  37th  of  June. 
Lost. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  insert  the  2d  of  July. 
He  gave  as  a  reason  for  the  motion  the  fact  that  the  2d 
was  on  a  Saturday,  and  he  presumed  that  Congress 
would  not  transact  business  on  the  4th  of  July,  unless 
there  was  some  imperious  necessity  for  it. 

The  motion  was  lost,  when  the  motion  to  insert  the 
4th  of  July  was  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, was  concurred  in. 

MICHIGAN  AND  ARKANSAS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Pi  sacs,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  following  bill: 

<' An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  admission 
of  the  Slate  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and  to  provide 
for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
within  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  following  amendment,  as  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Blh  section  of  an  ordi- 
nance passed  by  the  convention  of  delegates  at  Little 
Rock,  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  constitu- 
tion for  the  State  of  Arkansas,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz:  "  All  that  section  of  country  lying  west  of 
the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  which 
was  formerly  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under 
the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  26th 
day  of  May,  1824,  entitled  '  An  act  to  fix  the  western 
boundary  line  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas^'  and  which 
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was  ceded  by  the  United  States  to  the  Cherokee  and 
Choctaw  Indians,  whenerer  the  Indian  title  shall  be  ex- 
tinguished to  the  same,  shall  be  attached  to,  and  form  a 
part  of,  the  State  of  Arkansas;  and  when  the  ssid  Indian 
title  shall  be  extinguished,  the  western  boundary  of  the 
said  State  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  said  act  of  Congress,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
rejected. 

Mr.  v.  addressed  the  committee  at  some  length  in 
support  of  the  amendment. 

A  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  SEVIER,  PAR- 
KER. LOVE,  PATTON,  CAMBRELENG,  HOWARD, 
HUNTSMAN,  STANDEFER,  McKAY,  TOUCEY,  snd 
CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania,  took  part. 

Mr.  CUSHING  said  :  If,  in  common  with  the  gentle- 
man who  spoke  last,  [Mr.  Pattoit,  of  Virginia,]  1  could 
feel  persuaded  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vihtoh]  is  of  no  practical  importance, 
I  should  be  content  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  the  sub- 
ject. But  I  take  a  very  different  view  of  the  subject. 
I  conceive  the  amendment  to  be  of  immediate  practical 
value;  and  this  I  will  endeavor  to  show  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  committee. 

On  this  incidental  question  I  shall  not  undertake  to 
recapitulate  the  wrongs  of  the  Indians.  Nor  shall  I  stop 
to  inquire  what  present  cause  of  complaint  have  the 
Cherokees  or  Creeks  against  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  There  is  little  in  the  conduct  of  the  Euro- 
peans towards  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this  continent 
which  the  eye  of  justice  and  humanity  can  regard  with 
satisfaction.  The  history  of  the  intercourse  of  the  two 
races  all  over  the  New  World  exhibits  in  every  page 
the  weak  subdued  by  the  strong,  and  the  ig^norant  de- 
spoiled by  the  wise.  Humane  as  we  have  been,  com- 
pared with  the  conquerors  of  Spanish  America,  we  have 
nothing  to  boast  of  in  this  respect.  Nor  is  there  any 
part  of  the  country  wholly  exempt  from  blame.  In 
Massachusetts,  in  New  York,  in  Pennsylvanis,  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  red  men  have  either  disappeared  before  the 
march  of  civilization,  or  they  have  sunk  into  abject  de- 
pendence on  the  men  of  Europe.  That  change  in  their 
condition,  which  is  already  consummated  in  the  older 
and  more  populous  States,  is  now  in  the  process  of  ae- 
complishment  elsewhere;  with  this  difference,  that  it  is 
going  en  at  present  in  a  more  enlightened  age,  in  the 
sight  of  the  world,  and  on  a  broader  scale  of  wrong.  I 
am  forced  to  the  reluctant  conclusion  that  it  cannot  be- 
stopped.  Sooner  or  later  the  tribes  remaining  east  of 
the  Mississippi  will  have  to  abandon  the  graves  of  their 
fathers,  and  seek  a  new  home  on  the  prairies  of  the  for- 
ther  West.  Without  debating  the  original  policy  or 
justice  of  that  train  of  measures  which  it  is  now  impos- 
sible to  arrest,  or  adverting  to  the  character  of  the 
means  taken  for  the  attainment  of  the  contemplated  end, 
I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  this,  as  of  every  other  occasion, 
to  manifest  my  sense  of  the  duties  we  still  owe  to  these 
unhappy  remnants  of  the  ancient  masters  of  this  con- 
tinent. 
What  is  the  present  case? 

The  convention  of  the  people  of  Arkansas,  assembled 
to  form  a  constitution  of  Government  for  that  State,  pass- 
ed an  ordinance  fur  submitting  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  certain  propositions,  which,  if  assented  to 
by  us,  are  to  be  obligatory  on  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
That  ordinance  has  been  officially  communicated  to 
Congress.  The  8th  section  of  it  is  in  the  following 
words: 

^*8ec.  8.  All  that  section  of  country  lying  west  of  the 
western  boundary  of  the  SUte  of  Arkansas,  which  was 
formerly  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under  the 
pn^vtsion  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  S6th  of 
May,  1824,  entitled  *  An  act  to  fix  the  boundary  line  of 
the  Tevitory  of  Arkansas/  and  which  was  ceded  by  the 


United  States  to  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  Indians, 
whenever  the  Indian  title  shall  be  extinguished  to  the 
same,  shall  be  attached  to,  and  form  a  part  of,  the  State 
of  Arkansas;  and  when  the  said  Indian  title  shall  be  ex- 
tinguished, the  western  boundary  of  the  said  State  shall 
be  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of 
Congress.** 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  for 
its  object  to  signify,  in  express  terms,  the  dissent  of 
Congress  from  the  proposition. 

This  amendment  is  opposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sxrian.]  He  does  not  allege  that  Ar- 
kansas hss  any  claim  of  right  to  the  territory  in  question, 
either  now  or  in  the  supposed  future  contingency.  He 
does  not  pretend  that  Congress  shall  accede  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  convention;  but  he  argues  that  the  amend- 
ment is  unnecessary,  since  neither  by  the  bill  admitting 
Arkansas  into  the  Union,  nor  by  this  supplementary 
bill,  does  Congress  assent  to  the  proposition  of  Arkan- 
sas.    I  cannot  concur  in  his  conclusion. 

Previous  to  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  1830,  the  idea 
of  removing  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  was  a 
mere  unformed  project;  thst  act  rendered  it  the  settled 
policy  of  the  United  States.  The  law  is  memorable  for 
the  eloquent  and  deeply  interesting  debates  of  which  It 
was  the  subject.  It  is  important  as  fixing  irrevocably 
the  fate  of  the  Indians  within  the  chartered  limita  of  the 
several  States.  And  it  adds  another  to  the  thousand  ex- 
amples of  the  fact,  that  it  is  our  interest  and  advantage, 
not  their  rights  or  feelings,  which  guide  our  dealings 
with  the  red  men.  We,  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales,  decreed,  in  substance,  that  the  Indians  must  and 
should  give  place  to  our  own  population,  and  betake 
themselves  out  of  our  way  to  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Arkansas. 

To  be  sure,  they  were  to  exchange  the  lands  they 
now  hold  for  new  lands  to  be  assigned  to  them  in  the 
West.  An  exchange  is  a  contract.  A  contract  implies 
the  independent  act  of  men  free  to  make  stipulations  in 
their  own  behalf,  and  to  accept  or  decline  those  of  the 
other  party.  But  has  such  been  their  condition f  Do 
they  not  know  that  we  are  determined  to  have  their 
lands?  That  we  shall  obtain  those  hinds,  by  their  free 
consent,  if  they  choose  to  give  what  they  cannot  with- 
hold, but,  if  not  so,  then  by  other  means  within  our 
power?  That  they  must  treat  for  the  exchange  at  our 
bidding,  or  remain  to  be  pillaged  by  the  lawless  and  un- 
principled among  our  citizens,  and  then  destroyed  by 
the  public  force  if  they  resent  the  wrongs  they  suffer? 
In  a  word,  we  dictate  the  exchange;  we  secure  to  our- 
selves the  quiet  occupation  ofthelands  we  covet;  while 
the  only  assurance  they  have  against  molestation  in  their 
new  country  is  in  promises,  not  fulfilled  by  us  hitherto 
in  all  faithfulness'and  honor. 

Of  these  Indians,  31,348  persons  have  already  emi- 
grated. There  still  remain  within  our  borders  73,181 
persons  to  be  removed.  Included  in  the  latter  number 
are  the  handful  of  Seminoles  who  bid  defiance  to 
our  armies,  and  the  powerful  tribes  of  the  Creek?,  al- 
ready at  war  with  us,  and  of  (he  Cberokees,  whose  future 
course  no  man  is  sble  to  predict. 

Throughout  all  our  negotiations  with  these  people, 
when  we  urge  upon  them,  as  one  of  the  arguments  of 
removal,  the  security  they  will  enjoy  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi, we  are  met  with  the  long  list  of  engagements  of 
the  same  kind,  which  we  liave  made  but  to  break.  They 
point  to  this  very  proposition  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
as  indicating  that  what  has  been  will  be  again;  aa  evin- 
cing that  our  citizens  look  even  now  to  the  time  when 
they  shall  be  ousted  from  their  new  possessions.  There 
is  a  memorial  here  on  file,  recently  presented,  which 
complains,  and  justly,  ton,  that,  even  before  they  have 
taken  possesion  of  the  tends  assigned  to  them,  we  begin 
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to  talk  of  making  thoae  lands  our  own  once  more,  at  if 
it  was  our  settled  design  to  exterminate  them,  or  to 
drive  them  into  the  western  desert. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  the  proposition  of  Arkansas  is 
inadmissible  and  ilMimed  in  itself.  If  the  day  shall  ever 
come  when  the  territory  on  her  frontier  is  no  longer  to 
be  held  by  its  present  proprietors,  then  will  be  time 
enough  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  placed  under  her 
Jurisdiction.     It  is  altogether  premature  at  present. 

In  the  second  place,  it  conflicts  with  the  sUtute  of 
1830,  the  third  section  of  which  is  in  these  words: 

"  In  the  making  of  any  such  exchange  or  exchanges, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  solemnly  to 
assure  the  tribe  or  nation  with  which  the  exchange  is 
made,  that  the  United  States  will  forever  secure  and 
guaranty  to  them  and  their  heirs  or  successors  the  coun- 
try so  exchanged  with  them,  and,  if  they  prefer  it,  that 
the  United  States  wil|  cause  a  patent  or  a  grant  tu  be 
mftde  and  executed  to  them  for  the  same:  Frotnded,  al" 
UHtys,  That  such  lands  shall  revert  tu  the  United  States 
if  the  Indians  become  extinct,  or  abandon  the  same.  "^ 

Mark  this  proviso.  It  contemplates  only  two  contin* 
gent  events  in  which  the  western  territory  ceded  to  the 
Indians  can  revert  to  the  United  SUtes.  One  is  the  ab- 
solute extinction  of  the  Indians;  the  other  is  their  aban- 
donment of  the  territory.  It  does  not  look  to  a  retro- 
cession of  the  territory  by  the  Indians  as  a  thing  to  be  con- 
sidered at  all.  Either  the  law  will  not  believe  this  to  be 
possible,  or  it  will  not  hold  up  the  possibility  to  observa- 
tion. It  abhors  this  alternative  as  the  old  philosophy 
said  nature  did  a  vacuum.  But  this  very  contingency, 
which  the  statute  shuns  to  regard  or  admit,  which  it 
sedulously  keeps  out  of  view,  is  forced  upon  us  by  the 
ordinance  of  the  people  of  Arkansas.  They  speak  of  a 
time  as  possible  when  '*  the  Indian  title  shall  be  extin- 
guished;" not  when  the  Indians  shall  become  extinct,  or 
shall  abandon  their  lands;  not  when  their  title  shall  be- 
come extinct;  but  when  their  title  shall  be  extinguishedi 
which  implies  an  act  of  extinguishment,  a  treaty  or  con- 
tract for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 

I  contend  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  give  a 
prompt  and  decided  negative  to  this  proposition.  It  is 
not  enough  to  pass  it  by  in  silence,  to  omit  assent  to  it, 
to  reject  it  by  implication.  If  Arkanaas  and  the  United 
States  were  the  only  parties  to  be  affected  by  it,  th's 
might  do.  In  general,  perhaps,  a  proposition  not  ac- 
cepted may  be  considered  in  law  as  rejected.  But  it  is 
not  always  so.  There  are  many  cases  in  which  silence 
gives  consent.  There  are  many  others  in  which  a  party 
acquires  rights  adverse  to  another  by  a  failure  of  the 
latter  to  make  a  positive  expression  of  dissent.  But  we 
must  not  treat  this  as  a  nice  question  between  lawyers. 
It  acts  upon  the  minds,  the  feelings,  and  the  conduct,  of 
the  Indians.  We  should  dispose  of  this  proposition  in  a 
way  to  reassure  them,  to  remove  the  distrust  which  the 
proposition  has  awakened  i  which  is  only  to  be  done  by 
the  distinct  and  express  rejection  of  it  in  terms  which 
they  cannot  misapprehend.  And  this  is  the  great  prac- 
tical benefit  to  the  United  States,  which  the  amendment 
•icures. 

We  have  removed,  and  are  in  the  course  of  removing, 
all  oar  Indian  population  to  the  western  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  concentrating  them  there  on  the  fron* 
tiers  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri;  we  throw  them  together 
in  a  new  country;  we  stipulate  with  them  that  they  shall 
consider  themselves  under  our  protection.  They  are 
not  our  allies,  nor  yet  our  subjects  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, our  interest  and  our  duty  both  seem  to  ex- 
act of  us  a  conciliatory,  just,  and  honorable  treatment  of 
this  peculiar  people. 

It  is  our  interest  to  be  at  peace  with  them.  We  have 
fearful  evidence,  in  the  disastrous  events  of  the  present 
year,  of  the  mitcbief  which  a  scattered  few  oi  these 


savages  can  inflict  on  us,  when  they  are  driven  to  des- 
peration. East  Florida  is  laid  waste.  Our  bafiied  gen- 
erals have  abandoned  it  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Oceola. 
The  war  there  will  have  occasioned  a  call  on  the  present 
Congress  for  appropriations  to  the  amount  of  five  million 
dollars.  Suppose  all  the  tribes  to  be  concentrated  in 
the  West,  capable  of  mustering  a  military  force  of  thirty 
thousand  men,  and  in  communication  with  the  Mexican 
Slates:  would  they  not  be  fit  objects  of  apprehension? 
And  does  it  not  become  us,  in  the  mere  question  of  in- 
terest, if  we  may,  to  make  them  our  friends  there? 

Nay,  more:  they  may  be  rendered  eminently  useful  to 
us  in  their  new  position.  If  attached  to  us  by  ties  of  in- 
terest and  sflTection,  would  not  the  more  civilized  tribes 
stand  as  a  kind  of  advance  guard  of  the  United  States  on 
the  side  of  Mexico  and  the  wild  Indians  of  the  remote 
West? 

But,  without  regard  to  considerations  of  interest,  we 
are  bidden,  by  the  most  imperative  dictates  of  honor  and 
humanity,  to  see  to  their  welfare,  and  quiet  them  io 
their  new  possessions.  They  have  been  deeply  wronged 
by  us.  If  not  wronged,  they  have  been  at  least  irrepara- 
bly injured.  They  have  been  torn  up  by  the  roots,  over- 
turned, dashed  to  the  ground,  crushed,  and  driven  off 
by  the  onward  torrent  of  our  own  advancing  population. 
It  may  have  been  the  necessity  of  civilization  that  they 
should  have  peri&hed  so  long  as  they  remained  in  its 
presence.  Yet  it  is  for  us  they  have  withered  and  wasted 
away,  that  we  may  dwell  in  prosperity  and  peace  in  the 
pleasant  places  which  they  and  their  fathers  occupied 
before  we  came  for  their  destruction.  If  we  are  nut  lost 
to  every  sentiment  of  honor  and  feeling,  we  shall  spare 
no  effort  to  render  them  contented  and  happy  in  the 
homes  we  have  forced  them  to  accept  in  the  West. 

Impressed  with  these  convictions,  1  would  have  thia 
proposition  of  the  convention  of  Arkansas  stamped  at 
once  with  the  reprobation  of  Congress;  1  would  take 
such  a  decisive  stand  on  this  point  as  to  exclude  all  hope 
from  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  State,  and  ex- 
tinguish the  very  seminal  idea,  that  they  can  ever  gain 
possession  of  the  territory  we  have  so  solemnly  guaran- 
tied to  the  emigrant  Indians. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  desired  to  prevent  any  misap- 
prehension as  to  the  case  of  Missouri,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Huhtbmait.]  If  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  should  be  published,  an  incor- 
rect impression  would  be  made.  The  case  of  Missouri 
could  not  be  quoted  as  a  precedent  for  the  case  in  this 
bill.  The  land  proposed  to  be  eventually  annexed  to 
Arkansas  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Cherokees  un- 
der the  guarantee  of  a  treaty,  assigning  it  to  them  as 
their  permanent  home.  But  on  the  land  eventually  to 
be  annexed  to  Missouri  there  is  not  a  single  Indian  who 
has  any  claim  to  remain  under  any  treaty.  In  1834,  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  without  having  regard  to 
any  interest  but  that  of  the  Indians  themselves,  excluded 
this  territory  from  the  Indian  country;  and  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  place  them  on  this  narrow 
slip,  where  they  must  of  necessity  be  brought  into  fre- 
quent collision  with  the  whites.  The  Missouri  river  is 
the  natural  outlet  for  the  produce  of  the  western  part  of 
Missouri.  They  would  pass  through  it,  unless  prevented 
by  force.  No  Indian  tribe  could  there  maintain  the 
policy  intended  to  be  established  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try— an  exclusion  of  the  whites.  When  it  was  settled 
that  it  should  not  be  included  in  the  Indian  country,  the 
only  thing  that  could  be  done  was  to  annex  it  to  Missou- 
ri. The  Indian  title  was,  to  every  purpose  beneficent  to 
the  Indian,  extinguished,  but  yet  not  absolutely.  The 
land  had  been  ceded  by  certain  tribes,  for  the  use  of  such 
tribes  as  the  President  should  locate  thereon.  All  the 
tribes  ceding  it  had  been  located  elsewhere,  except  a 
remnant  of  the  Iowaya>  which  were  about  to  joia  their 
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tribe  on  a  location  out  of  this  territory  (  so  that  all  the 
Indian  title  remaining  was  this  trust,  that  the  land  should 
remain  for  the  use  of  such  Indian  nations  as  the  Presi- 
dent should  locate  thereon.  It  was  now  settled  that  no 
Indian  would  be  located  there.  In  1834^  when  the  re- 
port referred  to  was  made,  there  was  an  unratified  treaty 
ceding  a  part  of  this  land  to  the  Pottawatareies.  In  con- 
sequence, probably,  of  the  report,  that  treaty  was  rati- 
fied, on  the  condition  that  they  should  relinquish  the 
land;  which  they  did.  An  appropriation  bad  been  made 
the  present  session  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title.  He 
referred  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs accompanying  the  Missouri  bill  for  a  full  explana- 
tion of  the  subject. 

Mr.  VINTON  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  ofTered 
the  foUowing: 

Strike  out  the  word  « that,*'  in  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  and  insert  the  following:  **  In  lieu  of  the  proposi- 
tion submitted  to  Congress  by  the  ordinance  of  the  con- 
vention of  delegates,  held  at  Little  Rock,  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  constitution,  which  is  hereby 
rejected «"  which,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs. 
TOUCEY,  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania,  and  SEVIER, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  committee  took 
up  the  •*  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  esUblisb  the 
nortbern  boundary  line  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union." 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  same  amendment  to  this  bill 
be  had  moved  to  the  Arkansas  bill,  and  which  had  been 
agreed  to,  merely  changing  the  words  «  Arkansas"  and 
•«  Little  Rock,"  to  ••  Michigan"  and  *•  Detroit." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  GARLAND  of 
Louisiana,  SEVIER,  ROBERTSON,  VINTON,  LANE, 
and  HUNTSMAN,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  a  further  amendment,  re- 
pealing that  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  to  which 
this  bill  is  supplementary,  relating  to  the  Member  and 
Senators  elected  to  Congress  from  Michigan.  Mr.  R. 
gave  as  a  reason  for  the  amendment,  that  it  conflicted 
with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  gave  to 
each  House  the  right  to  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its 
members. 

Aft«r  a  few  words  from  Mr.  TOUCEY,  the  amend- 
ment was  lost:  Ayes  53,  noes  77 — and  the  bill  was  hid 
aside. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  '*bill  to  provide  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Michigan." 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  from  #2,000  to  $1,500)  and  also  that  the  same 
salaries  be  paid  to  each  of  the  district  judges  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  [in  those  States  they  are 
now  #1,000;]  which,  sfter  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs. 
LANE,  TOUCEY,  and  E.  WHITTLESEY,  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  tg 
reduce  the  salary  of  the  district  judge  of  Michigan  to 
|1 ,500;  which  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  80,  noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  the  committee 
then  rote  and  reported  the  bills  and  amendments  to  the 
House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  Arkansas  bill,  and  the  same 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

The  second  billjn  relation  to  Michigan,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  renewed  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  thereon;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
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amendment  could  not  be  moved,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
wholly  dissimilar  from,  and  unconnected  with,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bill. 

The  CHAIR  overruled  the  objection;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative:  Yeas  59,  nays  96. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  an  amendment,  directing  the 
manner  in  which  the  university  or  seminary  lands  should 
be  located,  viz:  by  the  Leg^islature,  and  in  quantities 
not  less  than  one  quarter  section  each. 

Mr.  STORER  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fikct  that  the  trustees  of  the  Michigan  seminary  or  univer- 
sity had  located  some  of  their  lands  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  others  on  the  most  valu- 
able and  richest  sections  bordering  on  the  Maumee, 
south  of  the  line  established  in  the  bill  providing  for  the 
admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  WHITTLESEY  of 
Ohio,  TOUCEY,  STORER,  and  VINTON,  tlic  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  submitted  a  proviso  to  the 
same,  to  secure  the  rights  of  persons  who  had  purchased 
grants  from  the  trustees;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

The  amendment  to  the  **  bill  to  provide  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  State  of 
Michigan"  was  then  concurred  in,  and  that  bill  was  also 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Wedrxsdat,  Juvb  15. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  of  yesterday  had  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  a  correction  of  the  journal  of  the 
proceedings  on  Monday  in  reference  to  the  entry  rela* 
ting  to  his  claiming  the  floor  on  that  day,  after  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Williams,  df  Kentucky,  (see  proceedings.) 
Mr.  A.  having  read  his  amendment  at  length, 

Mr.  HAMER  hoped  it  was  not  intended  to  spread  the 
gentleman's  speech  upon  the  journal,  because,  if  so,  the 
same  privilege  must  be  accorded  to  the  other  gentlemen 
who  spoke  on  the  question. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PATTON  and 
ADAMS, 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  inasmuch  as  the 
proposition  to  amend  the  journal,  now  under  considera- 
tion, ^rew  out  of  a  motion  made  by  me  for  the  previous 
question,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
in  justice  to  the  Speaker  and  to  those  who  sustained  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  upon  the  appeal  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.]  If  I  under- 
stand the  proposition  to  amend,  it  is  to  permit  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  have  placed  upon  the  jour- 
nal his  intentions  and  reasons  for  claiming  the  floor  when 
the  Speaker  had  decided  that  I  was  entitled  to  it.  In  the 
first  place,  I  deny  the  right  of  any  mem.ber  upon  this 
floor  to  have  his  intentions  and  reasons  for  supporting  and 
maintaining  any  proposition  under  consideration  placed 
upon  the  journal.  Sir,  suppose  we  adopt  the  rule  that 
each  member  shall  have  his  intentions  and  reasons  for. 
every  vote  he  gives,  or  every  position  he  assumes,  placed 
upon  the  journals  of  this  House,  when  would  we  be  able 
to  close  the  present  session  of  Congress;  and  when,  I 
would  ask,  would  the  Clerk  be  able  to  make  up  the  jour- 
nal? Sir,  it  would  be  endless,  and  worse  than  useless, 
to  attempt  such  a  course.  As  well  might  I  ask  to  have 
my  reasons  placed  upon  the  journals  for  demanding  the 
previous  question,  as  for  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts to  ask  to  have  his  intentions  and  reasons  placed  upon 
the  journals,  why  he  concluded  and  determined  in  his 
own  mind  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  floor  in  preference 
to  me.    If  I  understand  the  reading  of  the  journal,  it  is 
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made  up  in  the  usual  way,  and  according  to  the  customs 
and  rules  of  parliamentary  us^tges;  and  U  for  one,  am 
•gainst  any  chinge  or  innovation,  to  suit  the  caprice  and 
whim  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
or  any  other  gentleman. 

My  main  object  in  rising,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  is  not  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the 
amendment,  but  merely  to  state  tlie  facts  m  they  oc- 
curred and  took  place  upon  the  occasion  to  which  this 
amendment  of  the  journal  has  reference.  When  the 
bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  was 
taken  up,  expecting  we  were  to  have  a  long  protracted, 
and  I  might  say,  a  useless  debate,  I  determined  to  call 
the  previous  question;  and  immediately  upon  the  annun- 
ciation by  the  Speaker,  of  the  question  upon  the  reading 
of  the  bill  a  third  time,  I  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair; 
and,  as  I  then  thought,  and  yet  believe,  (and  as  several 
jl^ntlemen  around  me  thought,)  I  was  entitled  to  the 
floor.  The  Speaker,  however,  announced  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who  thereupon  moved 
his  amendment,  sent  it  to  the  chair,  and  it  was  read  by 
the  Clerk.  As  soon  as  the  Clerk  read  the  amendment, 
I  addressed  the  Speaker;  the  Speaker  announced  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky.  I  then  remarked  that  I  con- 
sidered it  of  more  importance  to  vote  and  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  the  people,  and  return  home  to  our  constituents, 
than  to  sit  here  and  hear  long  and  tiresome  abolition 
speeches,  and  I  therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who 
I  believe  was  upon  his  feet  all  this  time,  never  pretended 
to  claim  the  floor;  and  when  the  Speaker,  and  not  until 
then,  entertained  my  motion  for  the  previous  question, 
and  announced  from  the  chair  that  the  previous  question 
was  demanded,  did  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adams]  pretend  to  claim  the  floor;  and  when  he 
did  claim  it,  I  then  took  my  scat,  not  with  an  intention 
of  yielding  the  floor  to  the  gentleman,  but  for  the  pur- 
|>ose  of  wailing  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  who  was  en- 
titled to  the  flour;  and  the  Speaker  imagining,  I  suppose, 
by  my  sitting  down,  that  I  had  yielded  the  floor,  an- 
nounced the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  I  then  rose 
from  my  seat,  and  remarked  that  1  claimed  the  floor. 
The  Speaker  then  said,  if  I  claimed  the  floor  by  the  rules 
of  the  House,  I  was  entitled  to  it.  I  remarked  again, 
that  I  did  claim  the  floor.  The  Speaker  then  decided 
that  1  was  entitled  to  it,  and,  to  my  mind,  it  is  a  ver^ 
clear  proposition  that  I  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  fur  if 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  because  of  his  having  moved  the  amendment  to  the 
bill,  in  preference  to  me  or  any  other  member  of  the 
House,  (which  proposition,  by  the  by,  I  deny,)  the  time 
at  which  he  should  have  claimed  the  floor  was  when  I 
addressed  the  Speaker,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  he  could 
have  done  so,  and  not  to  wait  until  I  gave  my  reasons  for 
moving  (and  having  actually  moved)  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  until  the  Speaker  had  entertained  my  motion, 
and  distinctly  announced  from  the  chair  that  the  previous 
question  was  demanded.  It  was  then  too  late  for  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  claim  the  floor,  if  he 
would  have  been  otherwise  entitled  to  it,  which  1  deny. 
There  is  no  rule  of  this  House  which  entitles  the  mover 
of  a  proposition  to  the  floor  in  preference  to  all  the  other 
members  of  this  House.  We  are  all,  in  that  respect, 
upon  an  equal  footing.  I  therefore  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  Speaker  decided  correctly,  and  the  House 
did  right  in  sustaining  his  decision;  and  I  am  equally 
clear  and  certain  that  the  reasons  given,  and  intended  to 
have  been  given,  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
why  he  thought  he  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  should  not 
be  placed  upon  the  journal.  I  shall  therefore  vote  against 
the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMIIRl^LENG  moved  to  lav  the  motion  to 
amend  the  journal  on  the  table. 


Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  WISB  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  lay  such  a  mo- 
tion on  the  table? 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative,  for  it  was  still 
in  the  power  of  the  House  to  take  it  up  again  whenever 
they  thought  proper. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  HAMER,  Mr.  CAMBRBL- 
ENG  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  raised  the  point  of  order  whether  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  could  withdraw  the  motion 
a(\er  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered  on  it;  but  the 
point  was  overruled  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question. 

The  CHAIR  reiterated  the  decision  frequently  before 
made,  that  the  call  was  not  in  order. 

The  House  seconded  the  previous  question,  and  or- 
dered the  main  question;  on  which 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  51,  nays  110. 

So  the  motion  to  amend  the  journal  was  lost. 

BOOKS  TO  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  the  resolu- 
tion to  provide  books  to  the  new  members  of  the  24th 
Congress;  which  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  95,  noes  37. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Hesohedt  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  supply  such 
members  of  the  House  as  have  not  been  provided  under 
former  orders,  with  the  following  books: 

The  Diplomatic  Correspondence; 

The  Documentary  History  of  the  United  States; 

The  Land  Laws; 

The  American  State  Papers; 

The  Register  of  Debates,  including  the  two  volumes 
of  the  first  Congress,  published  by  Gales  &  Seaton,  and 
the  two  volumes  of  the  last  Congress; 

Contested  Elections; 

Commercial  Regulations; 

Secret  Journals  to  1778; 

Elliot's  Debates; 
'    And  that  the  Committee  of  M'ays  and  Means  be  in- 
structed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  necessary  appropriation 
to  carry  this  resolution  into  eff<^t. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  rose  and  remarked  that,  »she  believed 
every  gentleman  was  prepared  to  vote  upon  it,  he  moved 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded:  Ayes  83, 
noes  43;  and,  on  ordering  the  main  question, 

Mr.  MERCER  called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  without  a  count. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  permit  him  to  modify  the  resolution  by  ex- 
cluding such  books  as  were  out  of  print. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  objected. 

Mr.  ANl'HONY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  and 

Mr.  SMITH  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  to  enable  him  to  move  a  recon- 
sii^eration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  main  question  waa 
ordered;  accordingly, 

Mr.  ANTHONY  withdrew  the  motion,  and 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  renewed  it. 

Mr.  HA  WES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were  taken. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced} 
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Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  raised  the  question  of  or^ 
der,  lb«t,  by  former  decisions  of  the  House,  and  the  rule 
adopted  the  other  day  on  the  Michigan  and  Arkansas 
bills,  this  resolution  must  be  considered  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  inasmuch  as  it  involved  an  appropriation  of 
money. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  was  not  the  proper  time  to  raise 
the  question.  The  vote  must  be  first  announced,  and 
then,  if  the  question  was  raised,  the  Chair  would  have 
no  difficulty  in  deciding* 

The  vote  was  then  announced  to  be— yeas  82,  nays  99. 
So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

1  he  period  for  which  the  rule  had  been  suspended 
having  expired, 

Mr.  CHAPIN  moved  a  further  suspension  for  one 
hour,  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  above  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  question 
being  taken  by  tellers,  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
Ayea  94,  nays  60— not  two  thirds^  and  the  House  passed 
to  the  special  orders. 

MICHIGAN  AND  ARKANSAS. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  then  read  a  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  ««  An  act  to 
establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  Ohio,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union i" 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union, 
and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  the  same,  and  for  other  purposesi" 
and 

The  bill  to  proride  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  House  take 
up  and  consider  the  following  bill,  which  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  some  days  ago: 

**  An  act  to  settle  and  establish  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  the  State  of  Ohio." 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  thought  that  would  be  doing  over 
again  what  had  been  already  done,  inasmuch  as  (he  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  were  embraced  in  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  and  would  look  as  if 
the  House  distrusted  the  validity  of  that  act. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  count. 

Mr.  MANN,  referring  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  remarked  that  it  was  to  sat- 
isfy the  scruples  of  gentlemen  from  Ohio  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  former  bill.  He  himself  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  believing  ihat  Congress 
had  expended  their  whole  power  over  this  subject  on  the 
other  bill.  In  reply  to  the  g^entleman's  question,  what 
reason  there  was  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Mr.  M. 
would  reply,  according  to  the  fashion  of  their  own  coun- 
try, by  asking  another  question,  why  should  it  not  be 
passed?    The  one  question  was  as  good  as  the  other. 

Mr.  CRAIG  argued  that  there  were  objections  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  and  he  proceeded  lo  point  them  out. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  would  vole  for  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  He  had  voted  for  a  degree  of  despatch,  in 
passing  the  bills  for  receiving  Michigan  and  Arkansas, 
which  was  not  his  habit.  He  did  it  for  peace  sake.  The 
United  States  and  Ohio,  as  well  as  Michigan  and  Ohio, 
•eemed,  last  summer,  to  be  getting  to  a  point  which  was 
little  short  of  war.  He  had  voted  to  ^ive  Ohio  the  land 
in  dispute,  and  Michigan  much  more,  in  the  place  of  it, 
for  peace  sake.  He  did  not  think  Ohio  entitled  to  the 
landf  but  that  the  United  States  had  the  right,  at  least, 
to  compromise  the  dispute,  and  give  Michigan  a  quantity 
amply  sufficient  to  make  up  for  what  was  claimed  by 
Ohio.     He  understood  that  this  bill  followed  the  lines  of 


the  bill  lately  passed «  and  why  not  pass  it'  The  i 
motive  that  induced  him  to  vote  for  more  than  ordinary 
despatch  and  decision,  in  passing  the  bill  before  alluded 
iOf  would  induce  him  to  vote  for  this  bill. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  same 
subject. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  the  previous  question;  which  was 
seconded:  Yeas  74,  nays  47;  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  133,  nays 
42.     So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  MILLER  said  he  had  but  a  very  few  words  to  say 
on  tfiis  subject,  and  they  were  in  explanation  of  his  own 
vote.  He  had  voted  to  lay  the  present  bill  on  the  table 
when  it  was  first  taken  up  for  consideration,  because 
there  was  a  provision  in  another  bill,  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  to  settle  the  bound- 
ary line  of  Ohio.  That  bill  has  now  passed,  and  estab- 
lishes this  disputed  line  as  effectually  as  Congress  can  es- 
tablish it.  He  therefore  thought  it  was  now  too  late  to 
entertain  a  discussion  in  relation  to  the  force  of  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  and  the  right  of  Congress  to  settle  the 
question.  This  body  has  acted,  and  has  fixed  the  dis- 
puted boundary  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to  admit 
Michigan.  He  thought  this  sufficient,  and  had  voted 
against  ordering  the  present  bill  to  a  third  reading,  be- 
cause it  only  reaffirms  that  which  we  have  already  done. 
A  large  majority  of  the  House,  however,  had  thought 
proper  to  vote  for  it,  in  order  to  remove  the  doubts 
which  some  gentlemen  have  expressed.  To  this  he  did 
not  object;  but,  for  himself,  he  believed  it  entirely  un- 
necessary, and  had  therefore  voted  against  it,  and  would 
do  so  again  on  its  final  passage. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  AN- 
THONY, UNDERWOOD,  ADAMS,  LOVE,  WARD- 
WELL,  BOND,  and  KINNARD. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said:  Though  the  question  as  to  the 
boundary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan  had  produced  m 
great  and  protracted  excitement  between  the  parties  in- 
terested, the  whole  matter,  in  his  opinion,  turned  upon 
a  single  point— all  depended  upon  the  construction  of 
a  proviso  in  the  fifth  fundamental  article  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787.  The  subject  had  undergone  the  most 
learned  and  elaborate  discussion  and  investigation,  by 
committees  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  by  gentle- 
men representing  the  interests  of  Ohio  and  Michigan. 
But  a  large  portion  of  the  labor  had  been  expended  upon 
branches  of  the  subject  which,  in  his  view,  were  not  ne- 
cessary to  enable  us  to  come  to  a  correct  decision  of  what 
he  considered  the  main  point  in  issue.  He  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Uhdbkwood,]  that 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  ordinance  of  *87  was  the 
important  thing  to  be  ascertained.  That  was  the  ques- 
tion. Mr.  B.  said  he  was  frank  to  declare,  if  he  could 
surmount  the  difficulty  which  he  encountered  in  the  or- 
dinance of  '87,  as  a  matter  of  expediency  he  would  give 
his  assent  to  the  line  as  claimed  by  Ohio.  This  difficulty, 
however,  he  had  not  been  able  to  master. 

When  he  first  read  that  ordinance  with  attention,  he 
was  strongly  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  the  line  run- 
ning east  and  west  through  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake 
Michigan  was  intended  by  its  framers  to  be  an  unaltera- 
ble line  between  the  three  States  south  of  it,  and  the  one 
or  two  States  which  Congress  might  •«  think  proper  to 
establish  in  that  part  of  the  territory"  north  of  it.  Sinee 
then,  he  had  read,  with  a  good  deal  of  care,  the  reports 
and  arguments  on  both  sides,  but  without  weakening  or 
changing  his  first  opinion.  From  a  perusal  of  the  whole 
of  the  fifth  article  to  which  be  had  alluded,  and  looking 
to  the  language  of  the  proviso,  which  more  immediately 
relates  to  this  boundary,  it  was  made  very  clear,  indeed. 
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to  his  mind,  that  it  was  designed  to  be  a  fixed  and  per- 
manent boundary. 

In  that  ordinance  it  is  said,  "it  is  hereby  ordained 
and  declared,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  follow- 
ing articles  shall  be  considered  as  articles  of  compact  be- 
tween the  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  in 
the  said  territory,  and  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless 
by  common  consent."  Article  fifth  declares  "there 
shall  be  formed,  in  the  said  territory,  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  States;  and  the  boundaries  of  the  said 
States,  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  cession, 
and  consent  to  the  same,  shall  become  fixed  and  estab- 
lished as  follows."  Then  follows  a  description  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  three  Territories,  since  erected  into 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  the  northern 
boundary  of  each  of  which  is  the  territorialline  between 
the  United  States  and  Canada:  "Provided,  however, 
'and  it  is  further  understood  and  declared,  that  the 
boundaries  of  these  three  States  shall  be  subject  to  be  so 
far  altered,  that  if  Congress  shall  hereafter  find  it  ex- 
pedient, tbey  shall  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two 
States  in  that  part  of  the  said  territory  which  lies  north 
of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly 
bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Miciiigan."  No  one  has  ex- 
pressed a  doubt  that  the  boundaries  of  the  three  States 
described  in  this  article,  but  for  the  power  conferred  on 
Congress  by  the  proviso,  are  among  the  things  declared 
to  be  unalterable,  "  unless  by  common  consent."  The 
proviso  gives  to  Congress  the  power,  if  they  shall  think 
it  expedient,  to  alter  the  boundaries  of  these  three  States. 
But  bow  to  alter  them?  To  what  extent  may  these  limits, 
so  particularly  and  carefully  described,  be  changed  by  the 
National  I>egislature?  The  language  of  the  proviso  is 
clear  and  explicit  on  this  point.  There  wculd  seem  to 
be  hardly  room  for  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  it. 
"  The  boundaries  of  these  States  shall  be  subject  to  be 
so  far  altered"  that  Congress  msy,  if  they  see  fit,  form 
one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  said  territory  which 
lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the 
southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan.  Congress  has  exer- 
cised their  power  under  this  clause  by  saying  that  there 
shall  be  one  or  more  States  in  that  part  of  the  said  terri- 
tory. Having  thus  used  the  power,  they  can  no  further 
alter  the  boundaries  of  the  three  States,  than  by  fixing 
their  new  northern  limits  where  the  proviso  directs  them 
to  be  fixed. 

But  it  is  argued  that  the  power  to  form  one  or  two 
States  in  that  part  of  the  territory  north  of  the  line  drawn 
through  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan  means 
that  they  may  form  one  or  more  States  any  where,  in  any 
part  of  the  territory  north  of  said  line,  and  that  tbey 
need  not,  unless  they  clioose,  mske  that  line  the  base  or 
southern  boundary  of  the  Slate  or  States  so  formed.  Is 
this  the  common-sense,  the  obvious  and  the  natural  con- 
struction of  the  terms  used?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  quite 
the  reverse.  The  language  is  not,  that  Congress  may 
form  one  or  two  States  in  a  part,  or  in  any  part,  of  the 
territory  namedi  but  that  they  may  form  one  or  two 
States  in  that  part  of  the  said  territory  which  lies  north 
of  a  given  line.  They  can  make  no  more  than  two 
States,  at  any  rate,  in  that  territory,  and  tbey  can  no  far- 
ther alter  the  boundaries  of  the  other  States  than  by 
forming  the  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  terri- 
tory north  of  said  line.  The  first  clause  of  the  fifth 
article,  referring  to  the  whole  territory,  declares  there 
shall  be  formed,  "  in  the  said  territoi7,  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  five  States."  Will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  the  intention  of  this  clause  of  that  article  would 
have  been  complied  with  by  forming  five  States  in  a  part 
of  that  whole  territory,  excluding  from  their  limits  a  por- 
tion of  it?  Yet  the  phraseology  is  precisely  the  same  in 
the  one  case  as  it  is  in  the  other.  The  true  meaning,  then, 
ip,  that  the  one  or  the  two  States  shall  be  formed  in  all  that 


part  of  the  territory  north  of  the  dengnated  line.  Tbia 
appears  to  be  the  clear  and  plain  import  and  meaning  of 
the  language  used.  If  this  is  correct,  it  follows  of  nece8« 
sity,  thaS  hy  the  exercise  of  the  power  given  under  the 
proviso,  the  northern  boundaries  of  the  three  States  are 
so  far  altered  as  to  be  on  the  east  and  west  line  running 
through  the  southerly  bend  of  the  lake,  instead  of  being 
on  the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Beyond  this.  Congress  cannot  alter  the  bound- 
aries of  those  States  without  the  common  consent,  be- 
cause by  the  ordinance  these  limits  are  declared  to  be  un- 
alterable. By  the  bill  under  consideration.  Congress 
undertakes  to  establish  a  dififerent  boundary  for  the 
northern  part  of  Ohio  from  either  of  those  indicated  in 
this  ordinance,  not  only  without,  but  against  the  consent 
of  Michigan.  In  doing  this,  I  believe  they  transcend 
their  powers.  Holding  this  opinion,  I  am  constrained 
to  vote  against  the  bill. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michiftan  into  the 
Union,  which  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
only  waits  the  signature  of  the  President  to  make  it  m 
law,  contains  the  same  provision  as  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  Ohio,  as  the  one  before  us.  This  is  one  of 
the  reasons  which  led  me  to  oppose  that  measure  by  my 
vote.  There  were,  to  be  sure,  other  objections  of  great 
weight,  but  this,  standing  alone,  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  have  settled  my  opinion  against  it.  It  is  true, 
there  was  a  clause  in  that  bill  callinr  on  the  people  of 
Michigan  to  give  their  consent  to  the  boundary  as  there- 
in established.  Upon  that  consent  depends  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  This,  in  my  view,  is  another  highly 
objectionable  feature  in  that  bill.  Its  incorporation  is  a 
palpable  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. Acting  under  its  influence,  they  are,  to  aH  in- 
tents, in  a  state  of  moral  duresse.  You  place  the  boundary 
between  them  and  a  neighboring  State,  where  they  say 
you  have  no  authority  to  place  it,  without  their  conieot. 
They  remonstrate  against  your  act.  Still  you  go  on,  and 
do  what  they  protest  you  have  no  right  to  do,  and  tell 
them  that,  unless  they  give  their  assent  to  this  violation 
of  the  compact,  this  dismemberment  of  tbeir  territory,  tbey 
shall  not  come  into  the  Union,  but  renoain  in  a  state  of 
territorial  bondage  and  dependence.  Is  this  keeping  the 
faith  of  the  nation  with  the  people  of  Michigan  according 
to  the  plain  and  obvious  meaningof  the  ordinance  of  1786? 
If  Congress  has  the  power  and  the  right  to  fix  the  northera 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio  where  she  claims  it  should 
be,  and  where  the  act  of  admission  fixes  it,  why  require 
the  people  of  Michigan  to  give  their  assent  to  it  as  a 
condition  of  their  admission?  If  Congress  has  not  this 
right,  without  the  consent  of  the  people  of  Michigan, 
where  is  the  justice  of  the  attempt  to  extort  that  consent 
from  them?  These,  sir,  are,  in  short,  the  reasons  which 
compel  me  to  stsnd  up,  though  in  a  small  minority, 
against  the  bill  which  you  are  about  to  pass  by  an  over- 
whelming majority. 

But  that  majority,  however  large,  cannot  annul,  though 
they  may  violate,  the  sacred  and  unalterable  ordinance 
of  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven;  an  ordinaee  that 
will  forever  remain  as  a  lofty  irionument  of  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  its  authors.  The  fsith  which  it  pledges 
should  never  be  tarnished  by  a  violation  of  its  spirit,  or 
an  evasion  of  any  of  its  provisions. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  appealed  to  gentlemen  not  to 
continue  the  discussion.  It  wss  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  this  bill  was  merely  affirming  the  provisions  of  a  bill 
which  had  passed  the  other  day,  and  he  hoped  that  dis- 
cussion might  not  be  protracted  on  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  when  tbey  bad  but  fifteen  days  to  act  on  the  many 
important  bills  yet  unacted  on. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  then  moved  the  previous 
question « and  the  tellers  reporting  ayes  63,  noes  19 — no 
quorums- 
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Mr.  CHAPIN  moved  a  call  of  the  Houfle;  which  was 
ordered. 

After  proceeding  in  the  call  for  some  time, 

Mr.  HIBSTER  moved  that  its  further  proceeding  be 
dispensed  with;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded  without  a 
count,  and  the  main  question  being  ordered  and  put, 
was  carried  without  a  division.     So  the  bill  was  passed. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

In  further  execution  of  the  special  order  of  the  26th  of 
January,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  <*  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  fortifications  for  the  year  1836 .'' 
The  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
with  sundry  amendments,  and  the  question  was  on  concur- 
i  ng  in  these  amendments. 
The  amendment  pending  was  the  following: 
*<  For  fortifications,  Charleston  harbor.  South  Carolina, 
and  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  Moultrie,  $150,000," 
increased  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  <'  ^300,000/' 
Mr.  HARDIN  addressed  the  House  in  opposition  to 
the  large  appropriations  embraced  in  these  amendments. 
This  bill,  be  said,  involved  an  amount  of  money  not  less 
than  f  4,000,000.  It  could  not  be  passed  until  the  1st 
of  July,  and  from  that  time  till  the  next  session  it  would 
be  impossible  to  expend  so  large  a  sum  upon  one  species 
of  works,  especially  when  we  took  into  consideration  the 
vast  expenditures  now  going  on  in  the  States  for  their 
works  of  internal  improvement.  He  was  convinced  the 
labor  <:ould  not  be  found  by  which  so  much  money  could 
be  expended. 

Mr.  H.  referred  to  a  variety  of  details  on  the  subject, 
and  cited  some  documents  in  support  of  his  views,  among 
whicti  were  letters  from  Generals  Gratiot  and  Wool, 
and  to  show  that  the  amount  proposed  in  this  bill  could 
not  be  judiciously  expended,  and  that  such  an  increase 
of  fortifications  would  require  a  very  great  increase  of 
.military  force. 

Mr.  FINCKNEY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
specifying  the  objects  of  appropriation,  viz.^  *'  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  a  sea  wall  for  the  preservatiun  of  the  site 
of  Fort  Moultrie,  and  the  remainder  for  the  construction 
and  repair  of  Castle  Pinckney. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  PINCKNEY,  McKAY, 
and  CAMBRELENG,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  his  amendment. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Habdiv,]  went  into  a  statement  to 
show  what  were  the  objects  of  the  appropriations  con- 
tained in  the  bill,  and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
committee.  He  said  there  was  now  no  surplus  of  former 
appropriations,  and  the  appropriations  npw  proposed 
would  all  be  needed  during  the  year. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  could  not  vote  for  the  amendment. 
He  protested  again  and  again  against  the  mode  now  be- 
coming the  established  usage  of  the  House,  of  voting 
large  sums  without  any  of  the  restraints  and  guards  here- 
tofore required.  Upon  what  authority  was  this  apprc 
priation  asked?  Upon  a  report  from  the  Department,  a 
survey  and  estimates?  No,  but  a  general  sweeping 
clause  in  a  bill  drawn  at  the  Department,  without  even 
deigning  to  give  a  reason  or  a  fiict.  How  is  a  member, 
who  votes  for  this  clause,  to  justify  himself  to  his  constit- 
uents? By  giving  facts  and  reasons  for  it?  No:  he  has 
none  such.  The  only  ground  upon  which  he  can  put  it 
is,  that  the  Department  recommended  it.  If  this  prac- 
tice becomes  common,  there  was  no  reason  for  the  very 
useless  and  expensive  encumbrance  of  r  legislative  body, 
if  it  is  to  sink  into  a  mere  registering  of  imperial  re- 
scripts; and  if  there  is  any  class  of  legislative  acts  where 
the  separation  of  executive  and  legislative  power  should 
be  strictly  guarded,  it  is  in  questions  of  taxation  and  ap. 


propriation.  He  was  sure  it  was  not  so  intended  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  but  he  did  not  regard  it  as  respectful 
to  this  House  to  ask  in  this  mode  large  appropriations 
without  giving  one  reason  for  them. 

It  is  said  that  the  member  from  the  district  [Mr.  Ptvck- 
hit]  thought  that  the  appropriation  was  necessary. 
Mr  Tfloxpsoir  meant  no  disrespect  to  that  gentleman; 
but  he  was  sure  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Pihckhxt]  would 
not  himself  be  willing  that  any  the  least  importance 
should  be  attached  to  his  opinion  on  a  question  of  fortifi- 
cations. [Mr.  PiHCKHXT  said  he  only  spoke  from  the 
opinions  of  others  and  officers.]  Then,  sir,  ("Ai^  Mi*« 
T.,)  let  us  have  that  information.  Those  officers  are  our 
officers;  we  have  a  right  to  all  the  information  which 
they  can  give.  Let  us  know  how  much  is  necessary, 
and  how  much  can  be  expended,  and  he  would  vote  for 
the  larger  sum.  He  thought  it  probable  that  this  sum, 
and  a  larger  one,  would  be  required;  but  he  was  cer- 
fectly  sure  that  the  smaller  sum  could  not  be  expended, 
and  therefore  should  not  vote  for  the  larger. 

He  had  seen,  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  a  letter  of  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Pihckvxt]  to  his  constituents,  that  he 
relies  upon  these  large  appropriations  to  Charleston  as  a 
set-off  against  an  abandonment  (Mr.  T.  would  not  say 
wilful)  of  the  most  important  interests  of  the  State,  and 
that  which  is  so  regarded,  almost  with  unanimity, 
throughout  the  State.  As  one  of  the  representatives  of 
the  State,  Mr.  T.  repelled,  with  scorn,  the  idea  that  all 
the  money  in  your  Treasury  could  tempt  the  people  of 
that  State  from  their  devotion  to  its  rights  and  interests, 
or  that  any  agency  in  obtaining  it  will  atone  for  a  false 
step,  in  other  and  more  important  matters;  nay,  more. 
South  Carolina  would  not  only  not  do  this,  but  the  State 
will  not  engage  in  the  disreputable  scramble  for  public 
plunder.  Mr.  T.  must  be  consistent:  this  amendment 
violates  all  those  salutary  checks  and  principles  for  which 
he  has  uniformly  contended.  He  will  not  violate  them 
now  because  his  own  State  was  to  be  benefited. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Metsrs.  PAR- 
KER, GRAYSON,  CAMBRELENG,  LOVE,  SUTH- 
ERLAND, and  DENNY. 

Mr.  HALL  sai<l  he  did  not  rise  with  the  view  of  en- 
tering into  a  general  argument  on  the  subject  of  fortifi- 
cations, but  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  certain  facts.    He  had  already,  while  the  House 
was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  expressed  himself  in 
favor  of  liberal  appropriations  for  fortifications,  and  he 
intended  to  vot^  tor  such  appropriations.     It  had  been 
represented  by  gentlemen  who  were  pressing  this  bill 
upon  the  House  in  all  its  details,  and  with  all  the  amend- 
ments propoted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  that  it  was  an  ordinary  appropriation 
bill;  and  surprise  had  been  expressed  that  any  part  of  it 
should  meet  with  opposition.     Under  these  circumstan- 
ces, he  had  thought  it  proper  to  compare  this  bill  with 
those  for  similar  objects  which  had  been  proposed  and 
passed  in  previous  yesrs,  and  he  had  accordingly  col* 
lected  from  statutes  and  public  documents  some  facts 
which  he  wished  to  submit  to  the  House. 
The  amount  of  the  present  bill,  as  origi- 
nally reported  to  the  House,  was       -   $1,875,592  95 
Additional  amendments  proposed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  for  the  construction  of  for- 
tifications,     ....         360,000  00 


Making  in  the  whole,  for  construction  of 


2,235,592  95 


fortifications. 
Besides  this,  there  was  an  amendment 

for  armament  of  fortifications,  of       -         700,000  00 
Other  amendments,        ...         731,053  00 


Making  the  whole  amount  of  the  bill,  -   $3,666,645  95 
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He  would  now  compare  this  bill  with  those  which  bad 
been  passed  during  the  previous  years  of  the  peesent  ad- 
ministration. On  recurring  to  the  statutes,  he  found  the 
amount  of  our  former  appropriations  for  fortifications  to 
have  been  as  follows: 

Appropriations  for  1830,      -  -  -  $851,000 

Do.  1831,      -  -  -    713,900 

Do.  1832,       -  -  •    643,200 

Do.  1833,       -  -  -    822,900 

Do.  1834,      .  -  -    870,594 


Whole  amount  for  five  years. 


$3,901,594 


It  will  be  perceived  (Mr.  H.  said)  that  the  amount  of  the 
present  bill  only  fell  sliort  of  the  whole  appropriations 
for  these  five  years  by  a  little  more  than  $200,000. 

[Mr.  Cambrblbvo  here  said  he  wished  to  correct  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  The  pres- 
ent bill  contained  appropriations  for  other  objects  than 
for  the  construction  of  fortifications.  Nearly  one  half  the 
amount  properly  belonged  to  the  army  bill,  and  not  to 
the  fortification  bill.] 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  stated  the  matter  correctly.  He 
had  stated  that  the  bill  contained  an  appropriation  of 
$700,000  for  the  armament  of  fortifications,  and  $731,000 
fbr  other  objects,  and  doubtless  these  two  sums  were 
for  objects  which  belonged  to  the  army  bill,  if  they 
properly  belonged  any  where.  But  did  the  honorable 
chairman  recollect  that  the  army  appropriation  bill  had 
already  passed)  that  it  exceeded  in  amount  the  army  bill 
of  the  kflt  year  by  more  than  $900,000,  alihuugh  it  con- 
tained no  appropriations  for  the  Indian  wars,  or  for  the 
increase  of  the  army,  which  latter  objects  had  all  been 
provided  for  in  separate  bills.'  It  was  the  army  appro- 
priation bill  for  the  ordinary  objects  of  a  peace  estab- 
lishment, increased  since  last  year  from  $3,100^000  to 
over  $4,000,000.  He  did  not  think  the  gentleman  would 
mend  the  matter  much  by  transferring  the  location  of 
these  appropriations  from  one  bill  to  the  other.  They 
were  new  and  extraordinary,  wherever  they  might  be  lo- 
cated; but  as  he  intended  to  notice  the  $700,000  amend- 
ment for  the  armament  of  fortifications  hereafter,  he 
would  proceed  with  his  statement  in  regsrd  to  the  bill. 
The  present  bill  contained  appropriations  for  the  con- 
struction of  fortifications  of  over  $2,200,00Q,  while  the 
highest  appropriation  for  any  previous  year  had  been 
but  $870,000. 

Mr.  H.  then  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
amount  of  the  fortification  bill  of  the  last  year.  That 
bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  as  it  passed  the  House  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate, 
amounted  to  the  precise  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  thousand  dollars.  It  passed  this  House  on  the  30th 
of  January,  1895,  and  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Parkbr,]  that  the  then  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  had  resisted  and  prevented  all 
increase  of  it,  was  entirely  correct.  He  (Mr.  H .)  recol- 
lected the  efforts  which  were  then  made  to  obtain  addi- 
tional appropriations,  and  he  remembered  the  existence 
of  our  difliculties  with  France  was  urged  as  an  argument 
in  their  favor.  He  had  looked  into  the  journals  of  that 
day,  and  found  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  sixty- 
seven  thousand  dollars  was  proposed  for  Boston  harbor, 
fifty  thousand  For  Biltimore,  and  forty-four  thousand  for 
St.  Augustinei  that  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  sepa- 
rately on  each  of  these  propositions,  and  all  of  them  re- 
jected. The  name  of  the  present  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee [Mr.  CAMBRBLaHo]  was  recorded  on  the  journal 
on  each  of  these  propositions,  and  on  each  of  them  in 
the  negative.  These  three  rejected  additiona  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
while  the  appropriations  contained  in  this  bill  for  the 
same  objects  footed  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 


dollars;  and  yet  the  House  was  told  that  the  present  bill 
was  an  ordinary  fortification  bill,  and  that  it  contained 
nothing  calculated  to  excite  opposition,  or  even  particu- 
lar examination. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  very  wise  on  the 
subject  of  fortifications.  It  was  not  until  lately  that  his 
attention  had  been  particularly  drawn  to  the  subject,  and 
he  had  only  been  able  to  examine  it  in  the  general,  with- 
out going  much  into  details.  He  had,  however,  examin- 
ed it  sufficiently  to  be  satisfied  that  it  was  a  great  sub- 
ject ^one  which  very  few  men  well  understood,  and  one 
which  requ'n*ed  and  demanded  the  most  thorough  and 
critical  attention  of  eveiy  member  of  the  House.  It  waa 
worth  while  to  know  a  little  better  than  was  now  known 
,what  were  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  objects  to  be 
gained  by  the  erection  of  the  works  in  contemplation^- 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  men  and  the  character  of  the 
force  which  would  be  required  to  man  them  both  in 
peace  and  war;  and  to  be  able  to  approximate  towards 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  expenditures 
which  would  be  necessary  to  erect  and  to  arm  them. 
On  the  subject  of  expenditures,  the  examination  he  had 
made  had  satisfied  him  that  very  little  reliance  was  to  be 
placed  on  the  estimates  of  the  engineer  department,  in 
regard  to  the  cost  of  fortifications.  As  instanees  in  proof 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  asserted,  he  mentioned  Forts 
Monroe  and  Calhoun,  in  Virginia.  On  Fortress  Monroe 
there  had  been  expended  $1,739,000,  and  two  years  ago 
the  House  had  been  informed  by  the  Department  that 
the  work  was  finished;  yet  the  present  bill  contained  an 
appropriation  of  $210,000  to  complete  it.  The  original 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  work  was  $1,260,000,  which, 
deducted  from  the  actual  cost,  gave  an  excess  of  expendi- 
ture over  the  estimate  of  $689,000.  There  had  been 
expended  already  on  Fort  Calhoun  $1,389,000,  and  it 
was  now  estimated  that  it  would  cost  $531,000  more, 
making  the  whole  cost  $1,920,000.  The  original  esti- 
mate was  $904,000,  showing  an  excess  of  cost  over  the 
estimste  of  $1,016,000.  It  would  be  noticed  (Mr.  H. 
said)  that  although  about  $1,400,000  had  been  expended 
on  this  fort,  yet  the  estimate  was  not  reduced  $400,000; 
and  if  we  went  on  at  this  rate,  the  actual  cost  of  the 
work  could  not  be  expected  to  be  much  less  than 
$3,000,000.  And  were  these  enormous  expenditures 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  country  ?  The  Secretary 
of  War  had  informed  us  in  his  report  that  they  were  not; 
that  much  smaller  works  would  have  answered  every 
purpose  belter,  as  they  might  have  been  more  cheaply 
and  more  certainly  furnished  with  sufficient  garrisons, 
and  leaving  the  force  thus  spared  from  them  for  the  de- 
fence of  other  exposed  points  in  their  vicinity. 

There  was  another  point  to  which  Mr.  H.  said  he 
wished  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  House. 
Neither  the  Department  nor  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee had  expressed  any  opinion  as  to  the  practicability 
of  expending  the  sums  proposed  in  this  bill  on  the  con- 
templated works  during  the  year.  There  had  been  a 
perfect  silence  on  that  subject.  He  had  been  desirous 
of  bringing  his  mind  to  some  definite  conclusion  in  re- 
gard to  it;  and  as  the  best  means  of  arriving  at  a  proper 
result,  it  had  occurred  to  him  to  look  back  to  the  ex- 
penditures for  the  same  objects  during  previous  years. 
He  found  that  the  fortification  bill  of  1834,  which 
amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars, 
was  passed  on  the  30th  of  June  of  that  year,  about  the 
same  time  in  the  season  at  which  this  would  probably 
become  a  law;  and  he  found  it  contained  appropriations 
for  many  of  the  works  which  were  provided  for  in  this 
bill.  Mr.  H.  said  he  had,  from  printed  public  docu- 
ments, constructed  a  table,  showing  the  items  of  appro- 
priations of  1834^  with  the  amount  of  the  expenditures 
made  during  the  year  under  each,  and  also  the  amount 
remaining  unexpended;  and  for  the  purpose  of  further 
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illustmtiooy  he  had  added  to  it  a  columiit  showing  the 
wnouDt  propoaed  to  be  appropriated  by  the  bill  of  the 
Houae  of  last  year*  and  another  column  showing  the  ap- 
propriationa  proposed  this  year  for  the  same  objects. 
The  Uble  was  as  follows: 


Objects  of  ap- 

Amount  ofap- 
propriation, 
1834. 

-1 
n9  00 

Is 

a 

i^ 

propriatioD, 

o-^ 

f" 

'•s? 

e  B 

1684. 

li 

lii 

CaBUelsLandFL 

- 

Independence, 

17,694 

- 

17,694 

8,000 

160,000 

Port  Warren,  Mas. 

100,000 

16,000 

86,000 

16,000 

200,000 

Ft.  Adams,  R.  1. 

100,000 

96,000 

6,000 

100,000 

200,000 

Ft.  Colaoibosand 

Castle  William, 

N.  Y.     - 

50,000 

17,000 

33.000 

13,000 

20,000 

Ft.Throg'sNeck, 

100,000 

18,600 

86,400 

30,00c 

200,000 

Fort  Delaware,  - 

79,000 

34,000 

46,000 

70,00C 

160,000 

Fort  Monroe,      - 

16,000 

15,000 

- 

210,000 

Fort  Calhoun,     - 

120,000 

67,000 

63,000 

_ 

160,000 

Charleston  Harb. 

60,000 

47,630 

2,370 

20,000 

200,000 

Cockspnr  isl.  Ga. 

82,000 

79,000 

3,000 

82,000 

170,000 

Fort  at  Penaacola, 

40,000 

40,000 

._ 

26,000 

60,000 

Foster's  Bank,  Fl. 

60,000 

60,000 

- 

66,000 

160,000 

Grand  Terre,  La. 

60,000 

- 

50,000 

- 

60,000 

Fort  Macon, 

7,000 

7,000 

Contingencies,  - 

10,000 

6,387 

4,613 

10,000 

10,000 

Totals, 

870,694 

476,617 

394,977 

439,000 

1,920,000 

Mr.  H.  stated  the  amount  of  sppropriations  of  1834 
for  each  object,  as  contained  in  the  table,  with  the  sums 
expended  during  the  year,  and  compared  the  amount  of 
expenditures  with  the  appropriations  proposed  in  1835, 
and  with  thoae  in  the  present  bill,  and  commented  on 
them  in  detail.  The  general  result  of  which,  he  said, 
appeared  to  be,  that  of  the  appropriations  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy  thousand  dollars  made  in  1834,  four 
hundred  and  seyenty-fire  thousand  were  expended  during 
the  year,  and  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand 
remained  unexpended;  that  for  those  objects  in  1835, 
the  Committee  of  Wnys  and  Means  and  the  Houae,  after, 
the  deK  very  of  the  reprisal  message,  had  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  appropriate  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand dollarsi  and  thst  now,  when  all  dangtr  of  a  foreign 
war  had  ceased,  an  appropriation  was  demanded  of 
$1,930,000.  He  also  referred  particularly  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  fort  at  Throg's  Neck,  near  New  York. 
It  appeared  that  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  had  been 
appropriated  for  that  fort  in  1834^  only  thirteen  thou- 
sand aix  hundred  dollars  of  which  had  been  expended 
during  the  yearf  and  on  the  Ist  of  January  last  there  still 
remained  unexpended  of  that  apprt>priation  the  sum  of 
forty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars 
and  aixty-two  centa.  In  the  face  of  this  fact,  that  only 
about  one  half  of  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  could  be  expended  in  two  years,  the  commit- 
tee had  recommended  a  further  appropriation  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  same  object!  He  con- 
sidered this  recommendation  as  highly  extraordinary  and 
extravagant,  and  he  could  not  conceive  on  what  possible 
ground  it  could  be  justified  or  excused.  The  whole 
bill  was  altogether  unprecedented  in  amount,  most  of 
the  individual  appropriations  unnecessarily  and  extrava- 
gantly large;  and  no  man,  he  preaumed,  would  aeriously 
Sretend  there  was  any  expectation  that  the  money  could, 
y'any  possibility,  be  expended  during  the  year.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  demand  for  labor,  occasioned  by  the 
prosecution  of  the  immense  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment going  on  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  he  believed  it 
would  now  be  found  much  more  difficult  to  expend 
money  profitably  than  in  1834,  and  that  whatever  might 


be  the  amount  of  the  appropriations,  the  expenditures 
could  not  be  greater  than  those  of  that  year.  The  money 
might,  doubtless,  be  wasted,  but  he  wished  to  make  no 
appropriations  for  such  a  purpose.  He  waa  willing  to 
appropriate  all  that  there  waa  any  reasonable  probability 
of  expending  to  advantage,  and  at  that  point  be  deaired 
to  stop. 

Mr.  H.  said  the  appropriation  of  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollara  for  the  armament  of  fortifications  was,  in  his 
opinion,  wholly  unnecessary,  unless  it  should  be  deemed 
expedient  to  erect  a  cannon  foundry.  In  that  case  a  por- 
tion of  the  Bum  might  be  retained  for  that  object.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  there  was  an  appropriation  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollara  for  the  armament  of  forti- 
fications included  in  the  army  bill.  This  was  just  double 
the  amount  which  had  been  appropriated  on  previous 
years,  and  he  could  show,  from  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  it  was  all  which  he  deemed  necesaary. 
Mr.  H.  then  sent  to  the  chair  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
from  which  the  Clerk  read  a  clause  at  page  33,  stating 
tliat  for  the  armament  of  fortifications  the  Government 
had  now  on  hsnd  1,818  new  cannon,  and  about  1,000 
others  of  a  useless  or  doubtful  character.  That  the 
works  actually  finiahed,  or  so  far  completed  as  to  admit 
of  a  part  of  their  armament  being  placed  in  them,  re- 
quired about  2,000  guns.  It  appeared,  then,  (Mr.  H. 
said,)  that  but  182  new  cannon  were  now  required,  and 
it  could  not  be  doubted  that  the  two  hundred  thouaand 
dollara  already  appropriated  was  much  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  furnish  them.  This  matter  of  the  armament  of 
fortifications  had  been  much  confused  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  eatimates  had  been  presented.  Estimates  for 
fortifications  which  were  completed,  for  those  in  progress, 
and  for  thtise  only  in  contempbtion,  had  all  been  jum- 
bled together  in  one  mass,  and  the  amount  exhibited  as 
an  estimate  of  what  was  now  required.  He  would  not 
comment  in  detail  on  this  mode  ofprocedure.  The  gen- 
eral view  of  the  Secretary  was  the  correct  view,  and  the 
one  on  which  the  House  ought  to  act. 

Mr.  H.  commented  on  the  mode  in  which  many  of  the 
estimates  were  furnished  from  the  Departmenta.  He 
protested  against  the  doctrine  that  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of 
some  under  officer  in  the  War  Department,  that  such  a 
sum  was  proper  for  such  an  object,  without  any  of  the 
whys  and  the  wlierefores,  without  the  specification  of  any 
data  whatever  as  the  ground  of  his  opinion,  waa  here  to 
be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  the  appropria- 
tion. Those  who  doubted  the  necessity  of  any  particu- 
lar appropriation  ought  not  to  be  required  to  prove  a 
negative,  to  show  that  the  appropriation  was  unnecessa- 
ry. The  cl>airman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  whose  peculiar  business  it  was  to  communicate 
with  the  Departments,  and  to  understand  these  matters, 
should  be  held  to  show  affirmatively  that  the  appropria- 
tions were  proper,  that  the  interests  of  the  country  re- 
quired* them,  and  that  the  money  could  be  profitably 
expended.  This  was  especially  his  duty  when  the  appro- 
priaiions,  like  those  in  the  present  bill,  were  so  uncom- 
mon and  extraordinary  in  amount  For  himself,  he  had 
become  tired  of  voting  millions  upon  millions  out  of  the 
public  Treasury  merely  upon  faith,  and  he  hoped  we 
should  hereafter  have  reasons  for  all  the  extraordinary 
demands  made  upon  it.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
carefully  examine  this  bill,  and  cut  it  down  to  some  rea- 
sonable dimensions  before  passing  it. 

Mr.  BOON  rose  and  aaid  that  he  had  heard  from  a  cer- 
tain quarter  much  of  aelf-praiae  from  gentlemen  who 
claimed  for  themaelves  the  honor  of  being  the  only  faith- 
ful «  public  sentinels"  to  watch  the  public  Treasury,  and 
to  guard  against  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  a  waste- 
ful expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  dear  «  people.*' 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  all  this  may  be  well  enough,  and  he 
would  not  dispute  this  point  with  gentlemen  who  might 
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think  proper  to  claim  for  themselves  this  honorable  dis- 
tinction. But  he  would  say  to  these  honorable  gentle- 
men that  there  were  two  descriptions  of  '*  public  senti- 
nels." One  description  or  character  of  «  public  senti' 
nels,"  said  Mr.  B.,  are  the  advocates  of  high  taxes  being 
imposed  upon  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
the  public  Treasury.  The  other  description  of  '<  public 
sentinels"  are  those  who  guard  the  pockets  and  the  purse 
of  the  people  against  the  imposition  of  any  higher  or 
more  tax  than  a  sum  sufficient  only  for  a  prudent  and 
economical  support  of  the  Government  under  which  we 
live.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  profess  to  belong  to  this  latter 
description  of  «  public  sentinels,"  having  been  placed 
upon  the  public  watchtowe r  by  a  highly  respectable  and 
intelligent  portion  of  the  freemen  of  this  nation.  But 
we  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  some  iif\y  or  sixty  mil. 
lions  of  dollars  over  and  above  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people 
and  locked  up  in  the  deposite  banks,  and  that  utter  ruin 
to  the  country  will  follow,  unless  it  should  be  speedily 
taken  and  distributed  among  the  twenty-six  Slates 
that  now  compose  our  Federal  Union.  Now,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, if  this  vast  sum  of  surplus  revenue  U  really  like  to 
produce  the  evil  complained  of,  I  a§k  to  what  political 
party,  and  to  which  description  of  *<  public  sentinels," 
should  the  blame  attacli?  Surely  not  to  the  friends  of 
this  administration,  for  they  have  been  the  uniform  ad- 
vocates of  reducing  the  taxes  of  the  people  to  a  standard 
of  revenue  sufficient  only  for  the  legitimate  purposes  of 
the  Government.^  Sir,  this  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  pol- 
icy advocated  by  this  administration  and  its  friends. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  a  system  of  high  taxes  has 
been  advocated  by  those  who  have  stood  opposed  to  this 
administration,  any  who  now  claim  to  be  the  only  faith- 
ful **  public  sentinels'*  to  guard  with  vigilance  the  money 
which  they  have  been  mainly  inatrumental  in  forcing 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  by  an  unjust,  and  unequal, 
and  oppressive  <* system'  of  taxation.  I  allude,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  your  high  tariif  laws,  and  your  publ  c  land 
laws.  Sir,  the  day  is  not  very  far  distant  when  the  peo- 
pie,  the  working  men  of  this  country,  will  see  where  the 
shoe  pinches,  as  well  as  feel  it,  and  will,  as  sure  as  we 
now  live,  apply  the  proper  remedy  in  due  season. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  people  were  ever  ready  to  redress 
grievances  which  might  be  brought  upon  them  by  their 
public  agents.  The  people,  under  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  our  political  history,  would  naturally  be  brought 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  that  have  p/oduced  the  evil  at 
present  complained  of,  and  they  will  readily  perceive 
that  it  has  been  produced  by  over-taxing  the  many,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few,  and  they  will  indignantly  throw 
off  the  yoke  of  oppression  by  discarding  from  their  ser- 
vice unfaithful  public  agents.  Mr.  B.  said  the  people  of 
this  country  would  not  be  satisfied  with  the  plan  propo- 
sed for  distributing  the  surplus  revenue,  for  many  good 
and  valid  reasons;  one  of  which  was,  that  the  project.  If 
adopted,  would  create  an  army  of  pensioned  overseers — 
not  pensioners  for  services  rendered  in  their  country's 
defence  in  times  of  war,  but  pensioners  to  disburse  the 
money  of  the  people,  and  to  act  as  overseers  over  the 
working  men  of  the  country — who,  to  obtain  one  dollar, 
or  even  one  cent,  of  the  **  spoils,"  would  have  to  earn 
it  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  by  digging  for  it  in  the 
mud,  and  in  ditches  and  swamps. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  effect  of  this  new  <*  system"  m'ght  be 
told  in  a  very  few  words.  The  people  are  to  be  taxed, 
under  the  operation  of  the  tariff  laws  and  in  the  purchase 
of  the  public  lands  with  a  view  to  raise  a  large  surplus 
fund  over  and  above  the  wants  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, to  be  placed  in  the  several  SUte  treasuries,  to  be 
applied  to  certain  objects,  under  the  direction  of  the 
S'ate  Legislatures;  and  while  a  portion  of  the  people 
and  the  respective  States  may  in  some  degree  be  bene- 


fited by  the  measure,  there  will  be  other  portions,  equally 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  **  spoils,"  that  must  and 
will,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  go  wholly  unprovi- 
ded for  out  of  this  fund,  so  raised  by  a  tax  levied  on  the 
people  at  large.  Who  cannot  perceive  a  state  of  thinga 
that  must  grow  out  of  this  new  and  (to  say  the  least  of  it) 
doubtful  policy?  Why,  I  aj^ain  ask,  the  necessity  of 
over-taxing  the  people  to  raise  a  large  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  to  be  scrambled  for  by  Cong^ress,  and  to  be 
quarrelled  over  by  the  several  State  Legislatures?  Sir, 
why  not  let  the  people's  money  stay  in  their  own  pock- 
ets, to  be  by  themselves  expended  as  they  may  think 
proper?  Sir,  the  people  are  humbugged,  and  many  of 
them  are  deceived  in  this  matter.  Sir,  I  go  for  lowering 
taxes,  until  the  revenue  shall  be  trimmed  down  to  the 
Government  standard.  Let  the  issue  be  fairly  made  be- 
fore the  people,  and  there  can  be  no  earthly  doubt  as  to 
their  decision. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  freemen  of  this  country  never 
will  consent  to  yield  to  any  ■<  system"  of  taxation  that 
will  impose  greater  burdens  upon  the  tax-paying  com* 
munity  than  what  may  be  needed  for  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses of  the  Government.  The  people  want  no  surplus 
in  the  Treasury  above  what  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
any  emergency  that  might  happen  in  the  event  of  a  war 
with  any  foreign  Power,  or  with  the  Indian  tribes  within 
our  own  borders.  Above  this,  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple are  the  safest  repositories  for  their  own  money.  Sir, 
1  am  opposed  intoto  to  the  project  of  raising  any  amount 
whatever  of  surplus  revenue  for  distribution  among  the 
several  States  of  this  Union.  Sir,  the  principle  of  high 
taxes  is  anti-republican,  and  will  not  be  sanctioned  by 
the  people.  The  question  should  not  be  as  to  what  shall 
be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue,  but  it  should  be  as  to 
what  shall  be  done  to  relieve  the  people  from  an  unjust 
and  oppressive  system  of  taxation  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  amendment  pending  was  still  further  debated, 
being  supported  by  Messrs.  SUTHERLAND  and  AD- 
AMS, and  opposed  by  Messrs.  BRIGGS  and  THOMP- 
SON of  South  Carolina,  when 

Mr.  MAUUY  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;  which 
was  agreed  to:  Ayes  7S^  noes  59. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

Thubsdat,  Juzrx  16. 
BREACH  OF  PRIVILEGE. 
Mr.  JUDSON,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  sub 
ject,  moved  to  take  up  and  consider  the  report  and  res 
olutions  of  the  standing  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  an  assault  committed  witbin  the  hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  Saturday  last;  which  was  agreed  to. 
I'he  report  was  then  read,  and  it  concluded  by  rec- 
ommending the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Reaohedj  That  Henry  G.  Wheeler  has  been  guilty 
of  a  contempt  and  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House, 
by  committing  the  said  assault  in  the  hall  of  (he  Flouse  of 
Representatives  while  the  House  was  in  session. 

2.  Rejoiced,  That  the  said  Henry  G.  Wheeler  shall  be 
excluded  from  any  place  on  the  floor,  or  elsewhere  in 
the  hall,  as  a  stenographer,  to  take  down  the  debates  of 
this  House. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Henry  G.  Wheeler  be  se- 
curely inffjprisoned  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  this  House 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  and  that  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  do  issue  his  warrant  to  carry  into  effect  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  JUDSON  moved  that  Mr.  Wheeler  be  brought  to 
the  bar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HA  WES  said  be  wished  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  resolutions,  which,  if  agreed  to  by  the  House,  would 
supersede  the  necessity,  which  he  could  not  see  in  any 
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sUge«  of  bringing  the  individual  to  the  bar  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JUDSON  withdrew  his  motion,  it  having  prece- 
dence»  to  enable  Mr.  HAWES  to  submit  the  following, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  three  resolutions.* 

Reaohed,  That  Henry  G.  Wheeler  be  discharged  from 
the  custody  of  the  officers  of  this  House. 

Mr.  H.  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  privilege  gen- 
erally, and  he  questioned  the  power  of  the  House  to  in- 
fiict  punishment.  He  adverted  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  testimony  upon  which  that  report  was 
based,  which  testimony  came  from  the  frank  and  volun- 
tary declarations  of  Mr.  Wheeler  himself.  Mr.  H.  bad 
no  wish  to  be  considered  as  encouraging  any  thing  of 
this  character.  On  the  contrary,  he  deplored  it,  and  re- 
gretted that  it  should  have  occurred;  but  they  were  not 
prepared,  at  that  late  period  of  the  session,  to  go  into  an 
inveatigation  of  this  character.  The  individual  had  him- 
self offered  the  only  tcstiaH)ny  the  House  was  in  posses- 
sion of,  and  he  has  expressed  his  sorrow  at  the  occur- 
rence, and  that  he  had  no  design  to  offer  an  indignity  to 
the  House.  What  more,  then,  let  him  ask,  could  the 
members  of  tliat  House  require?  The  individual  had 
been  led  away  by  his  feelings,  in  a  momentary  and  irre- 
pressible impulse  of  passion;  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances,  Mr.  H.  was  not  prepared  to  visit  him  with  any 
severity  of  punishment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  the  third  resolution  would 
be  struck  out,  or  tlMt  the  gentleman  from  Kentuckv 
[Mr.  Hawks]  would  move  his  proposition  as  an  amend- 
ment to  that  resolution  only.  The  third  resolution  he 
considered  went  too  far,  and  the  amendment,  as  now 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  not  far 
enough.  He  thought  the  ezcludiug  this  gentleman  from 
the  ball  as  a  stenographer  would  be  sufficient  punish- 
ment for  the  breach  he  had  committed.  He  would  there- 
fore vote  for  the  first  resolution,  and  for  the  second  with 
some  modification,  and  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Kentucky,  if  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  third. 

After  several  suggestions  from  Messrs.  MASON  of 
Virg'mia,  EVANS,  and  HAMER, 

Mr.  HAWES  accordingly  moved  bis  amendment  as  a 
substitute  for  the  third  resolution. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  HIESTER,  Mr.  Wheeler  was  then 
placed  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  first  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  would  vote  for  the  first 
resolution,  for  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  accused  had 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House; 
but  as  he  had  met  the  question  fairly,  and  had  expressed 
his  Mgret  at  the  occurrence,  Mr.  V.  was  not  disposed 
to  inflict  very  severe  punishment.  He  would,  when  the 
second  resolution  came  to  be  considered,  move  to  amend 
it,  so  as  to  limit  the  exclusion  of  the  accused  from  this 
hall  to  the  present  session  of  Congress.  This  he  thought, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  would  be  a  punishment  ad- 
equate to  the  offence. 

Mr.  CRAIG  suggested  that  counsel  should  be  assigned 
to  the  accused,  and  that  he  be  interrogated  if  he  wish  to 
say  any  thing. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  consulted 
with  Mr.  Wheeler,  who  said  he  desired  to  add  nothing 
to  his  statement  given  in  to  the  committee  and  embraced 
in  the  report. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  noved  a  substitute  for  all 
the  resolutions,  as  follows: 

Retohed^  That  Henry  G.  Wheeler  be  discharged  from 
the  custody  of  the  8ergeant-at-arms,  and  that  he  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  hall  Cor  the  residue  of  th«  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  HAMER  and  Mr.  GRANGER  suggested  that  the 
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House  pass  on  the  first  resolution,  and  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  offer  his  resolution  as  a  substitute  for 
the  second  and  third. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  modified  his  resolution  by  in- 
serting the  words,  <*for  an  indignity  offered  to  this 
House." 

After  some  fiirther  remarks  from  Messrs.  MASON  of 
Virginia  and  HAMER, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  withdrew  his  amendment,  so  as  to 
permit  the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  first  resolution. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JUDSON,  chairman  of  the  select  committee, 
moved  to  amend  the  second  resolution  by  Inserting  at 
the  end  the  following:  **  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress;"  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  resolution  as  amended  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  third  resolution, 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  the  following  substitute. 

•<  Boohed^  That  Henry  G.  Wheeler  be  discharged 
from  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  this  House.'' 

Mr.  JUDSON  said  it  was  due  to  the  committee  to 
state  that,  under  the  precedent  of  1798,  they  felt  bound 
to  report  this  resolution;  but  he  would  also  state  that» 
from  the  very  frank  and  honorable  manner  in  which  the 
accused  had  met  the  question  before  the  committee,  lie 
himself  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  MANN  of  New  York 
and  Mr.  HARDIN,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Ayes 
123,  noes  3 1(  and 

The  SPEAKER  directed  Mr.  Wheeler  to  be  immedi- 
ately discharged  from  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant*at- 
arms. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  <*  An  act  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  granting  lands  to  certain  States." 

The  following  motions  were  pending: 

By  Mr.  Cakb,  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
Tic  Lands; 

■  By  Mr.  Gillst,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means;  and 

The  following  amendment,  moved  by  Mr.  DsRirr: 
**  with  instructions  to  either  committee  to  which  the  bill 
should  be  referred,  to  report  the  same  on  Wednesday 
next,  without  amendment." 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  remarked  that,  in  order  to  try  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  bill,  he  would  move  to  lay  it 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  as  it  was  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
this  subject,  he  would  move  a  call  of  the  House  for  that 
purpose;  and  be  made  that  motion  accordingly. 

The  call  was  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  for  some 
time,  two  hundred  and  two  members  having  answered 
to  their  names;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  it  was 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  hoped  the  rule 
which  compelled  every  member  to  vote  in  his  place 
would  be  enforced  in  the  present  case;  and  he  should 
move  its  enforcement  wherever  he  saw  it  evaded. 

l^e  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeas  96,  nays  110,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldln,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleve- 
land, Craig,  Cushman,  Davis,  Dickerson,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Duulap»  Efner,   Fairfield,  Farlin,  W.  K. 
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Fuller,  Oalbraith,  J.  GarUnd,  Gillet,  GrantUnd,  Gray- 
ion,  Griffin,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Ilannegan,  A.  G. 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Ha^^nes,  Howard,  Huntington,  Ingham, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Lan- 
sing, G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A. 
Hann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  May,  McKim,  McLene, 
Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,'PatterKon,  Patton,  F. 
Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Speight,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
Weeks,  T.  T.  Whittlesey— 96. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch, 
J.  Calboon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  J. 
Chambers,  Childs,  Nath.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Uarlington^  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickson,  Evans,  Eyerett,  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  P.  C.  Fuller,  R.  Garland,  Granger,  Graves,  Gren- 
neil,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Har- 
rison, Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hopkins, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  IngersoU,  William 
Jackson,  Janes,  H.  Johnson,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Love,  Job  Mann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Mont- 
gomery, Morris,  Parker,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  PotU,  Reed,  Rencher,  Rob- 
ertson, Russell,  Schenck,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Slade,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Siorer, 
Taliaferrot  W.  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Wagener, 
Washington,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8. 
Williams,  Wise^llO. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KINNARD  moved  to  modify  the  instructions  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  so  as  to  provide 
for  disposing  of  the  public  lands  in  limited  parcels  to 
actual  settlers,  at  prices  sufficient  to  reimburse  the 
t7nited  Sutes  for  the  expense  of  acquiring,  surveying, 
and  sellings  said  lands. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  sent  to  the  Chair  a  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  certain 
instructions,  which  be  said  he  would  move  when  in 
order. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  then  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  whole  question,  then,  at  this  time, 
IB  this:  To  what  committee  shall  this  bill  be  referred? 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  it  should  foe  referred 
to  the  proper  committee.  I  feel  a  desire  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  this  bill,  and  shall  make  but  few.  I  feel 
much  interest  in  this  subject,  and  my  constituents,  I  am 
sure,  feel  much;  the  whole  nation  is  alive  to  the  impor- 
tance of  it— I  mean  the  distribution  of  the  public  revenue, 
or  rather,  as  it  is  generally  called,  the  surplus  revenue. 
Sir,  I  have  heard  it  from  all  sides,  and  most  emphatically 
said  and  reiterated  from  the  school  in  politics  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dbhht]  is  atUched, 
^  (and  he  himself  has  often  and  over  and  a^ain  repeated,) 
that  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  States  is  danger- 
ous to  the  people — dangerous  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States — hostile  to  the  purity  of  our  institutions; 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  thus  to  endanger 
all  that  is  dear  to  us — ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exist 
in  sums  so  large. 

A  natural  inquiry,  an  aN-important  inquiry,  here 
arises:  How  came  this  great  evil  in  ezistencef  Who 
created  it?  What  was  it  created  for?  I  hear  the  same 
song  ringing  in  my  ears  from  morning  till  night,  '•  the 
danger  or  the  surplus  revenue."  1  know  it  is  dangerous 
to  the  people,  for  1  see  and  know  and  feel  its  effects. 
But  who,  sir,  created  it?  The  very  men  who  now  seek 
most  to  alarm  us  with  itf  fearful  consequencea.    The 


very  men  who  said  and  insisted  that  nothing  could  secure 
the  prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  Union  but  the  very 
measure  that  gave  birth  to  this  dreadful  calamity  that 
has  befallen  us,  and  without  continual  sustenance  from 
which  it  would  immediately  languish  away  and  perish, 
and  pass  out  of  existence.  And,  sir,  who  are  they?  Are 
they  not  the  friends  of  this  bill  and  of  the  American 
system?  Who  do  Its  friends  take  pride  in  claiming  as 
the  father  of  both?  Perhaps,  however,  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton was  the  true  father  of  the  American  system.  But 
another  distinguished  gentleman  claims  that  system  as 
his  offspring,  and  his  friends  do  so  likewise,  and  he  feels 
for  it  the  never-dying  attachment  of  a  lather  to  his 
offspring.  Who  is  the  father  of  this  land  bill,  if  he  ia 
not?  How  often  and  how  long  have  we  all  heard  and 
talked  of  the  American  system  and  the  land  bill?  To 
whom  has  universal  reputation  given  it?  Who  sustained 
this  very  bill  in  another  body  lately  with  such  ardor  and 
eloquence  as  is  seldom  rivalled  any  where  by  any  man, if 
it  was  not  the  father  of  the  American  system?  Did  not 
the  bill,  in  its  original  state,  contain  a  provision  that  this 
money,  when  distributed,  should  be  spent  ^>y  the  States 
in  internal  improvements  and  schools?  I  cannot,  from 
these  and  many  other  reasons,  but  feel  an  apprehension 
that  there  is  a  desire,  by  this  means  and  others,  among 
the  friends  of  this  American  system,  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue it  in  existence.  I  have,  therefore,  a  great  choice 
as  to  what  committee  shall  take  charge  of  the  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vihtok]  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dbitkt]  seemed  to  agree 
in  part,  and  disagree  in  part  The  one  thought  this 
surplus  produced  most  mischief  in  one  way,  and  the 
other  in  another  way;  but  both  agreed  that  its  effects 
are  dreadful,  and  will  be  worse.  Sir,  1  own  the  evil  is 
great,  and  the  remedy  difficult  and  doubtful;  but  who 
produced  it?  What  is  the  remedy  ?  To  whom  shall  we 
fly  for  relief?  These  are  questions  as  natural  as  they 
are  important.  M^e  have  seen  who  produced  it.  Now, 
sir,  shall  we  fly  to  the  same  quarter  for  relief  ?  If  it  was 
brought  on  us  by  them  without  knowing  the  effects,  it 
shows  a  want  of  forecast.  If  designedly,  knowing  at 
the  same  time  the  effects  likely  to  be  produced,  then 
surely  we  must  infer  that  they  think  they  have  a  remedy. 
They  were  warned  of  the  evil,  and  implored  to  desbt 
from  it.  The  answer  was,  that  without  this  protecting 
system,  this  tributary  doty  system,  this  "  American  sys- 
tem," the  country  could  not  prosper. 

Now  the  thing  is  done,  and  the  money  collected  and 
in  hand,  and  that  in  defiance  of  all  who  thought  with  us, 
who  were  opposed  to  it,  of  the  injustice  of  the  measure 
as  well  as  of  its  fearful  consequences,  the  very  men  who 
produced  the  evil  are  loudeat  in  complainU  against  it 
and  against  the  administration,  and  the  opposers  of  the 
whole  plan  that  produced  it,  because  it  is  in  existence. 
True,  if  the  President  had  not,  by  his  veto,  put  a  atop 
or  a  check  to  the  progress  of  expenditures  for  internal 
improvements  by  the  Federal  Government,  we  should 
have  no  surplus;  but  we  should  have  had  the  tariff*,  the 
internal  improvement,  and  the  bank,  in  all  their  strength. 
If,  then,  we  raise  the  money  and  distribute  it  among  the 
States,  and  by  that  means  carry  on  the  American  system 
in  a  new  way,  what  would  be  the  difference?  Simply 
this:  we  should  have  to  pay  for  collecting  and  distribu- 
tinc^  (instead  of  collecting  only)  this  surplus  revenue. 
This  would  be  the  whole  difference  in  effect,  and  so  in- 
crease the  tariff*  to  that  extent. 

I  prefer  to  intrust  the  care  of  this  evil  to  those  who 
were  against  the  creation  of  it,  and  are  opposed  to  the 
continuance  of  it.  The  father  and  all  the  most  devoted 
friends  of  the  bill  were  friendly  to  the  creation  of  this 
surplus,  and  friendly  to  all  the  measures  that  are  calcu- 
lated to  supply  the  fountain  from  which  it  must  continue 
to  be  fed,  if  fed  at  alt 
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The  gentleman  from  Penniylvania  [Mr.  Dxkft]  eald 
the  bill  ought  to  go  into  the  hands  of  tho«e  who  had  no 
feelinfl"  on  the  subject.  Then,  nr,  it  would  go  where 
I  would  be  more  willing  than  he  would  to  see  it  go.  It 
wcMild  go  out  of  this  House,  for  there  is  nobody  here 
that  has  no  feeling  about  it.  Who  here  has  no  feeling 
on  the  subject?  What'  committee  of  this  House  has 
none?  Did  the  gentleman  himself  display  no  feeling 
about  it?  I  am  free  to  admit,  sir,  that  I  have  a  great 
deal  of  feeling  on  the  subject,  and  so  has  the  whole  na- 
tion. Yet,  ir  we  should  now  be  brought  to  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  about  the  distribution  of  it,  as  we  were  on 
account  of  the  gathering  of  it,  and  the  Union  at  hazard, 
and  the  whole  nation  in  a  ferment,  it  is  then  that  a  cer- 
tain gentleman,  who  has  the  reputation  of  being  the  fa- 
ther of  this  project,  as  he  was  of  the  other,  after  having 
raised  such  a  degree  of  heat  that  it  would  again  seem  as 
if  the  Union  itself  would  be  dissolved,  may  perhaps 
again  interpose  and  arrest  the  consequences,  and  again 
obtain  the  credit  of  making  peace,  after  having  had 
awarded  to  him  that  of  causing  the  war.  Sir,  I  am  un- 
willing to  intrust  this  particular  subject  to  any  man,  or 
the  supporters  of  any  man,  who  raised  the  money  at  the 
hazard  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  to  be  distributed 
back  among  the  States  for  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, or  upon  charity. 

I  am  anxious  not  to  send  it  into  the  channel  into  which 
the  friends  of  the  American  system  wish  to  send  it,  for 
the  werY  reasons  that  have  been  urged  for  doing  so.  I 
do  not  know  as  yet  what  I  may  think  the  best  to  be  done 
with  the  money  I  but  I  do  know  that  I  wish  the  Ameri- 
can system  defeated.  I  know  it  has  been  said  often  that 
this  administration  have  done  nothing  that  the  South  had 
expected  from  it{  that  the  President  was  and  is  an  inter- 
nal improvement  man,  a  tariff  man,  and  a  bank  man.  I 
care  but  little  for  charges,  and  not  much  more  for  ab- 
stract opinions!  but  I  have  great  reliance  upon  actions, 
especially  if  long  persevered  in,  and  under  difBculties. 
Sir,  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  is  the  first  President, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  that  has  ven- 
tured to  advise  or  hint  the  least  abatement  of  this  pro- 
tectiTe  system,  as  far  as  my  recollection  extends.  While 
he  is  advising,  message  after  message,  that  it  should  be 
reduced,  I  find  the  internal  improvement  system  sud- 
denly arrested,  the  tariff  brought  to  a  stand,  and  after- 
wards reduced,  and  a  reeharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  refused.  What  did  the  South  desire  of 
him  more  than  to  put  down  the  bank,  the  internal  im- 
provement system,  and  protecting  duty  system,  com- 
monly called  tariffi  in  short,  the  American  system? 

But  it  has  been  said,  sir,  though  checked  or  put  down 
during  this  administration,  it  has  not  contributed  to  do 
it;  that  the  President  and  a  majority  in  Congress  are  in 
favor  of  them  all.  Heaven  protect  me  from  being  a  fa- 
vorite, if  this  is  the  fate  of  favorites.  But  I  will  go  into 
no  argument  in  answer  to  this  charge,  further  than  merely 
to  refer  to  a  declaration  made  by  the  father  of  the  system 
himself.  Alluding  to  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes, 
and  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  during  the  panic 
session,  he  said:  « Internal  improvement  dead  at  his 
feet,  (the  President's;)  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  pros- 
trate under  his  conquering  hand;  tariff  Just  not  annihi- 
lated: and  this  is  the  man  thst  Pennsylvania  delights  to 
honor." 

Now,  sir,  who  ought  to  know,  who  does  know,  better 
than  that  gentleman,  who  has  inflicted  this  cruelty  to  his 
own  offspring?  Sir,  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  the  first 
luve  that  sticks.  His  heart  was  early  fixed  on  this  sys- 
tem, and  that  attachment  can  only  be  extinguished  with 
life.  I  grant  it  ardent — ^I  am  sure  it  is  sincere;  and  I 
think  it  folly  to  expect  it  to  give  way  now.  Would  at- 
tachment thus  indelible,  judgment  so  profound,  acumen 
so  penetrating,  research  so  unwearied,  as  will  be  ac- 


corded by  all  to  the  father  of  the  American  system, 
likely  mistake  the  friends  for  the  foes  of  the  apple  of  his 
eye?  I  think  not.  I  cannot  but  believe  that  he  knew 
the  President  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  putting 
down  this  system^a  system  which  is  hideous  to  the  eyes 
and  hateful  to  the  feelings  of  many  of  the  South,  who, 
with  myself,  have  suffered  long  and  painfully  under  it. 
I  cannot  but  recognise  this  bill  as  a  renewal  of  the  sys- 
tem—a scheme  to  p^t  a  hold  on  the  States  to  induce 
them  to  commence  mternal  improvements  on  their  own 
account,  looking  to  Congress  for  the  money.  Suppose 
them,  then,  half  finished;  what  would  be  the  natural 
consequence?  Would  not  the  States  be  tempted  to  sub- 
mit to  a  high  tariff  to  finish  them?  It  Is  in  vain  to  say 
that  States  cannot  be  tempted.  «  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation"  will  apply  as  well  to  States  as  to  men. 
How  many  men  of  the  boldest  spirits  have  been  thus 
tempted  by  the  miser,  brought  into  his  snares,  and  thus 
become  his  slaves?  Sir,  is  not  this  the  evident  effect,  if 
not  the  obirct,  of  the  bill  under  consideration? 

I  am  willing  to  have  the  advice  of  an  intelligent  com- 
mittee, for  I  am  in  doubt  what  is  the  best  thing  to  be 
done  with  this  money.  I  understand  that  this  House  is 
divided  into  two  parties  on  the  object  of  this  bill.  One 
in  favor  of  h'gh  d»ities  or  taxes— protecting  duties— the 
American  system;  and  the  other  against  it.  I  do  not 
wish  the  bill  to  go  into  the  hands  of  the  friends  of  this 
system.  I  wish  it  to  go  into  the  hands  of  those  who  were, 
and  are,  and  will  be,  opposed  to  the-  renewal  of  it.  Is 
there  such  a  committee  in  this  Housed  If  there  be,  I 
wish  it  referred  to  that  committee.  Sir,  I  am  not  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  rules,  and  orders,  and  commit- 
tees, and  parties,  of  this  House.  I  know  much  better 
where  I  do  not  wish  the  bill  to  go,  than  where  I  do 
want  it  to  go. 

If  there  be  a  committee  who  thought  that  the  whole 
supposed  sixty  millions  of  surplus  ought  to  have  remained 
in  the  United  States  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  not  much 
more  than  half  that  amount,  while  the  amount  of  sur- 
plus is  constantly  accumulating— who  thought  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  a  mortgage  on  our  surplus  fund 
as  long  as  the  bank  continued,  or  as  long  as  they  were 
good,  in  consideration  of  $1,500,000  tu  be  paid  by  in- 
stalments—I do  not  wish  it  to  go  to  that  committee. 

By  the  way,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  a  strange  contract 
this  must  have  been.  If  we  applied  while  the  charter 
remained,  and  they  were  good  for  the  money,  we  could 
not  get  it;  if  when  they  were  good  fur  nothing,  whether 
the  charter  had  expired  or  not,  we  could  not  get  it. 
Though  pushed  for  money  to  such  a  degree  as  to  be 
obliged  to  execute  such  a  mortgage  as  this,  still  we  have 
had,  from  the  execution  of  the  mortgage,  more  than  the 
sum  obtained,  or  rather  promised,  deposited  without 
interest  with  them. 

They  proposed  that  Congrefs  should  grant  them  ex- 
clusive privileges,  and  offered  to  pay  for  them.  After 
chaffering,  it  was  agreed  that  for  so  much  money  to  be 
paid  by  instalment,  and  for  service  to  be  rendered  by 
them  to  the  United  States— to  wit:  that  they  would  hold 
their  revenues  in  their  banks,  and  pay  the  money  out 
when  it  was  required— the  charter  was  granted;  and  to 
enable  the  bank  to  pay  according  to  their  contract,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  pay  the  reve- 
nues into  their  banks,  in  order  that  they  might  be  able 
to  execute  this  part  of  their  contract.  If  the  Secretary 
at  any  time  thought  proper  to  place  it  elsewhere,  he  was 
suthorized  to  do  so,  as  he  had  always  been  before.  Of 
course,  if  the  money  was  not  paid  into  the  bank,  they 
had  no  risk  of  holding,  or  trouble  in  paying  out.  They 
whipped  this  around  into  a  mortgage  on  our  surplus  funds, 
and  it  seems  to  me  an  attempt  was  made  to  dragoon  a 
gallant  nation  into  submission  to  this  monstrous  preten- 
sion.   And«  sir,  what  is  the  surplus  revenue?    It  must 
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be  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  after  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government.     If  a  roan  buy  or  obtain 
a  mortgage  on  an  interest  in  an  estate,  he  has  the  right 
to  superintend  the  executor,  and  see  that  he  run  into  no 
unneccsHary  expenses.    If  the  bank  bad  such  a  mort- 
gage as  the  one  supposed,  she  had  a  right  to  superin- 
tend all  our  disbursements  of  money,  and  keep  us  within 
economical  bounds.      God  grant  that  any  thing  could 
keep  us  within  the  bounds  of  economy.     But  had  we  the 
right  to  reduce  the  tariif,  and  thus  the  surplus,  to  which, 
by  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  bank  was  entitled  by  pur- 
chase or  mortgage,  while  they  had  this  lien  on  us?    Had 
I  ever  believed  that  such  a  bargain  had  been  constitution- 
ally made,  I  would  have  held  the  nation  bound  to  carry 
it  into  effect.     But  1  never  believed  it.     If  there  be  any 
committee  who  thought  so,  or,  thinking  so,  thought  it 
ought  to  be  renewed  and  rechariered,  I  do  not  wish  this 
bill  to  go  to  that  committee.     I  view  them  all,  bank,  in- 
ternal improvement  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
tariff,  to  be  the  American  system.     You  make  no  inter- 
nal improvement  without  money;  and  you  cannot  get 
money  without  some  place  to  go  to  for  it.    True,  the 
tariff  brings  it,  but  you  must  have  a  place  to  put  it.    The 
Government  dues  you  can  pay  away;  but  you  must  hoard 
up  when  you  go  for  the  great  improvements,  or  go  in 
debt.     Whether  there  be  any  necessary  connexion  or 
not,  there  is  great  intimacy  among  the  friends  of  each. 
There  are  some  who  are  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  but  Would  ransack  heaven  and  earth  for  argu- 
ments, if  they  could  find  them,  to  prove  that  we  cannot 
live  without  it;  that  the  public  money  is  safe  nowhere  else. 
Sir,  if  there  be  a  committee  who  a  short  time  since 
told  us,  in  substance,  that  but  for  the  mercy  ol  the  French, 
and  the  good  behaviour  of  a  certain  other  honorable  body 
not  far  off,  we  should  have  been  utterly  destroyed,  our 
whole  Atlantic  coast  set  on  flames,  and  who  now,  fear- 
ing that  this  surplus,  or  a  part  of  it,  should  be  spent  in 
fortifying  the  country,  now  tell  us  that  we  have  whipped 
the  British,  who  had  been  too  strong  for  the  world — who 
say  we  are  double  as  strong  in  numbers,  and  four-fold  in 
money  and  fortifications,  and  what  do  we  want  with  for- 
tifications—I do  not  wisi)  this  bill  to  go  to  that  committee. 
While  all  was  tranquillity  at  home  and  ptace  abroad, 
high  prices  for  every  article,  the  fruit  of  industry  bore  a 
fair  price,  and  health  and  prosperity  prevailed  through 
the  land,  still  there  were  many  who  were  not  happy — 
who  feretold  evil  to  come,  and  even  at  hand.     Now  that 
we  have  war,  the  cry  is  the  same.     While  we.  had  no 
money,  but  were  in  debt,  W\t  cry  was  the  same;  and  now 
we  have  money  beforehand,  the  cry  is  still  the  same;  and 
at  last,  this  direful  evil  of  having  more  nnoney  than  we 
know  what  to  do  with  has  come  upon  us.  '  I  would  com- 
pare these  evil  prophets  to  the  Uain  Crow.     His  mate 
happens  to  be  on  her  nest,  setting  for  weeks  to  bring 
her  young  into  life,  in  the  most  rainy  season  of  the  year. 
Lonely  and  dissatisfied,  he  keeps  an  unwearied  complaint, 
while  his  mate  sits  silent  and  patient  in  her  nest.     Rain 
comes  plentifully  during  this  season,  and  he  is  denomi- 
nated the  Rain  Crow,  without  his  knowing  or  caring  any 
thing  about  the  rain.     So  these  prophets  who  prophesy 
evil,  and  only  evil,  must  at  last  prove  true  prophets.     It 
is  certoin,  I  suppose,  that  some  of  them  at  least  know  the 
time  and  the  means  of  raising  this  money,  but  expected 
it  to  be  laid  out,  long  before  collected,  in  internal  im- 
provements.    So  that  as  to  the  evil  of  having  accumula* 
ted  this  vast  sum,  they  were  as  ignorant,  and  perhaps 
more  ignorant,  than  those  who  are  opposed  to  internal 
improvement  by  the  Federal  Government.    The  evil, 
however,  has  come  upon  us,  and  I  acknowledge  it  to  be 
great,  the  remedy  difiicult,  and  success  doubtful.     I  am 
anxious  to  hear  the  advice  of  some  appropriate  commit- 
tee. 
There  is  a  remedy  which  I  have  not  ventured  even 


seriously  to  think  of  putting  to  practice,  much  less  to 
hint  to  you  before.  But,  sir,  suppose  that  committee, 
in  their  wisdom  and  patriotism,  in  order  to  put  a  check 
or  a  stop  to  the  dreadful  and  growing  evil,  should  sug- 
gest to  this  House  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  taxes 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  what  would  you  think 
of  it?  Who  would,  or  could,  or  ought  to  complain  of  it? 
Woidd  it  be  a  class  of  people  loud  in  complaints  and 
brilliant  in  imagination,  to  magnify  the  evil  of  the  sur- 
plus, and  prompt  to  foretell  the  utter  ruin  of  us  all, 
should  this  surplus  continue  to  accumulate?  who  would 
tell  you  that  the  evil  might  be  thus  remedied,  and  the 
balance  of  the  nation  saved,  but  their  manufactures  de- 
stroyed? The  balance  of  the  nation  would  be  saved, 
but  they  would  have  to  give  something  more  for  land, 
if  they  wished  to  purchase,  should  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  be  stopped. 

Mr.  Speaker,  though  this  seems  to  be  a  remedy  so  natu- 
ral, simple,  and  certain,  I  am  afraid  almost  even  to  hint 
or  to  hope  that  any  committee  will  so  report,  lest  1 
should  be  told  of  breach  of  compromise,  breach  of  faith. 
Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  render  myself  liable  to  such  a 
charge  by  any  suggestion.  But  if  any  class  have  such 
a  hold  on  our  faith,  are  they  Shylocks.*  Will  they  in- 
sist on  the  pound  of  flesh?  Will  they  do  worse?  Will 
they  destroy  themselves  and  us  to  have  their  contract 
literally  executed?  I  can  hardly  think  there  is  such 
an  one  in  existence;  but  if  there  be,  let  faith  be  kept, 
though  we  all  perish. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  under  the  perfect  conviction,  that 
as  the  levying  these  duties  so  far  exceeded  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  to  favor  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the 
many,  had  well  nigh  involved  us  in  civil  war,  so  the  dis- 
tribution of  sums  so  large  must  threaten  the  purity  of 
the  public  functionaries,  and  corrupt  all  the  channels 
of  virtue  and  information  to  the  people,  and  cause  our 
simple  republican  institutions  to  totter  on  their  founda- 
tions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  sums  as  large  as  these  cannot  be  safe 
any  where,  either  in  regard  to  themselves,  (looking  only 
to  their  own  security,)  or  in  regard,  to  the  purity  of 
those  who  may  be  tempted  by  tliem.  Sir,  is  there  any 
thing  in  the  tariff  compromise  which  will  justify  us  to 
go  on  taxing  the  people,  when  the  very  sums  collected 
will  hazard  the  peace  and  security  of  the  Union,  and 
endanger  every  thing  that  can  be  dear  to  freemen? 

[Mr.  Bouldin's  remarks  were  not  concluded  when 
the  orders  of  the  day  again  arrived,  and  he  was  prevent- 
ed from  bringing  them  to  a  close.] 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

In  further  execution  of  the  special  order  of  the  26th 
of  January,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
EN  G,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  **  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  for  the  year 
1836."  The  bill  was  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  with  sundry  amendments,  and  the  question 
was  on  concurring  in  these  amendments. 

The  amendment  pending  was  the  following: 

"Tor  fortifications,  Charleston  harbor.  South  Car- 
olina, and  preservation  of  the  site  of  Fort  Moultrie, 
#150,000,'*  increased  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  "#200,000." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  non-concurred  in:  Yeas  85,  nays  88. 

Mr.  8T0RER  then  rose,  and  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  votet  and,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gbaybs,  stated 
that  he  made  the  motion  at  the  request  of  a  gentleman 
behind  him,  [Mr.  PivcurxT,]  than  whom  a  purer- 
minded  man  did  not  breathe.  He  himself,  however, 
should  again  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 
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Mr.  EVANS  moVed  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
the  table,  and  thereon 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  asked  for  the  yeto  and  naysj  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  EVANS  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

AAer  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERCER,  GRAVES, 
STORER,  and  LANE,  the  question  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negatjye:  Yeas  90,  nays  103. 

The  following  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  then  taken  up: 

Strike  out  of  the  bill  the  following  clause: 

*'For  incidental  expenses  attending  repairs  of  new 
and  old  fortifications,  and  for  the  purchase  of  new  sites, 
and  the  enlargement  of  old  ones,  at  such  places  as  the 
public  service  may  require  on  the  seaboard  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  $200,000,''  and  insert  <*  for  incidental  ex- 
penses attending  repairs  of  fortifications,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  land  in  their  neighborhood, 
#200,000." 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  proposed  further  to  amend 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  to  compromise  and  secure 
to  tbe  United  States  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  in 
the  river  Delaware. 

Ttie  CHAIR  ruled  the  proposed  amendment  to  be 
out  of  order,  on  the  ground  that  its  provisions  were  the 
same  as  were  embraced  in  a  bill  then  on  the  table. 
RECESS. 
Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  would  make  a  motion  that  he 
believed  would  meet  the  concurrence  of  a  large  majori- 
ty oF  the  House.  He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  recess  at  some  hour  that 
day  and  thereafter.    Agreed  to,  by  a  vote  of  111  to  50. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  then  moved  a  resolution  that  the  House 
take  a  recess  from  half  past  2  o'clock  P.M.  till  4  o'clock 
on  this  day,  and  on  each  succeeding  day  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 

After  some  suggestions  and  amendments  proposed  by 
Messrs.  HI  ESTER,  MANN  of  New  York,  and  MASON 
of  Virginia,  the  original  resolution  was  agreed  to:  Yeas 
114,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a 
document  from  the  engineer  department,  explanatory  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  HARD  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  in  the  amend- 
ment to  $100,000. 

Mr.  H.  was  proceeding  to  address  the  House  on  the 
subject,  when  his  remarks  were  arrested  by  the  arrival 
of  the  time  tor  the  House  to  take  its  recess. 
EvxiriKo  Sbssiof. 

Mr.  HARD  concluded  his  remarks  in  support  of  his 
proposition  to  reduce  tlie  appropriation  one  half;  and 
the  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  PARKER;  when 

Mr.  HA  WES  said,  as  the  Senate  had  passed  a  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  the  public  moneys  by  a  vote  of  40  to 
6,  all  the  moneys  which  could  be  saved  from  these  ex- 
traordinary appropriations  would  add  to  the  amount  of 
the  distribution.  He  therefore  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  question  on  the  second  to  the  previous  question 
was  taken  by  tellers,  and  negatived,  only  38  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  debate  was  then  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
HALL  of  Vermont,  UNDERWOOD,  CALHOUN  of 
Massachusetts,  BRIGG3,  LAWRENCE,  CAMBREL- 
ENG, McKIM,  GRAVES,  McKAY,  and  WHITTLE- 
SEY of  Ohio. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Vermont,  called  for  theyess  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  96,  nays  88. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  and  insert. 


Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
words:  «  and  for  the  purchase  of  additional  land  in  their 
neighborhood."  He  stated  that  he  made  the  motion 
because  the  principle  of  authorizing  executive  officers 
to  purchase  land  was  a  novel  and  highly  objectionable 
one;  and  it  would  be  easy  at  any  time,  when  land  was 
required  for  such  a  purpose,  to  make  an  application  to 
Con(p>ess. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  briefly  replied  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  and  defended  the  propriety  of  the  appro- 
priations proposed  in  this  -bill  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  The  measures  embraced  in  it  were  admitted 
on  all  sides  to  be  indispensable.  These  appropriations 
were  now  resisted,  because  the  surplus  for  distribution 
should  not  be  diminished;  and  in  two  years  from  this 
time  the  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  West  would 
find  their  constituents  called  upon  for  increased  taxation. 
All  he  desired  was  to  save  a  comparatively  small  amount 
for  the  necessary  defences  of  the  country;  and  he  went 
on  to  show  that  the  whole  extraordinary  appropriations 
would  not  amount  to  more  than  #2, 000,000  during  the 
present  session,  while  gentlemen  said  there  was  a  surplus 
of  something  like  $50,000,000. 

Mr.  HARDIN  contended  that  if  the  House  had  passed 
all  the  extraordinary  appropriations  proposed  this  session, 
they  would  have  exceeded  $10,000,000.  The  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  if  a  certain  meas- 
ure were  passed  the  people  would  in  two  years  be  call- 
ed upon  for  an  increase  of  taxes,  was  a  mere  speculation. 
In  which  Mr.  H.  put  no  faith.  The  population  was  on 
the  increase,  and  the  reduction  of  duties  would  produce 
greater  consumption,  and  consequently  supersede  the 
necessity  of  any  increase  of  taxes.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
would  make  a  motion  he  had,  he  believed,  hardly  ever 
made  in  his  life  before,  though  he  had  been  twenty  years 
in  legislative  bodies;  he  would  move  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
whereupon 

Mr.  HARDIN  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virp:inia,said  a  few  words  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment  of  his  colleague. 

Mr.  McKAY  drew  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  RoBiiiTsoir]  to  the  fact,  that  up  to  1820 
the  Government  invariably  purchased  land,  without  any 
special  provision  or  appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  produced  a  very  bad  precedent, 
which  it  seemed  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
about  to  re-establish. 

Af^er  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WISE,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee,  as  amended  by  the 
House,  was  then  concurred  in. 

The  following  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  then  propounded : 

**  For  tlie  armament  of  fortifications,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  included  in  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  army  for  1836,  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars:  Provided^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  expend  so  much 
of  the  said  sum  as  may  be  necessary  therefor,  in  estab- 
lishing a  national  foundry,  at  such  place  ss  he  may  deem 
expedient." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment,  to  come  in  after  "  1836.^' 

"  Including  cannon,  mortars,  howitzers,  gun  car- 
risges,  howitzer  carriages,  mortar  beds,  powder,  cannon 
balls,  shells,  and  for  transportation  of  ordnance  and  ord* 
nance  stores;  and  in  the  purchase  of  twenty  acres  of 
land,  adjoining  the  Kennebec  arsenal,  Maine;  and  the 
purchase  of  land,  and  enclosing  the  rear  of  the  public 
ground  with  a  brick  wall  and  coping,  at  the  Frankford  ar- 
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■ena1»  Pennsylv&niai  and  constructing  a  forging'  shop, 
one  story  high,  75  by  40  feet,  of  brick,  at  the  arsenal, 
Watertown,  Massachusetts;  and  for  the  purchase  of  a 
steam  engine  of  eight-horse  power,  and  for  quarters  for 
officers,  at  Fort  Monroe  srsenal.'* 

Mr.  C.  explained  that  the  effect  of  the  amendnnent,  if 
adopted,  would  be  to  diminish  the  appropriation  em- 
braced in  the  amendment  to  $450,000.  If  the  House 
should  reject  this  amendment,  he  should  then  move  (o 
reduce  the  original  amendment  from  $700,000  to 
1450,000. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BRIG69,  DENNY, 
MERCER,  CAMBRELENG,  and  BOND, 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them. 

And  the  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed:  Ayes 76,  noes  75. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

Fribat,  Junx  17. 
FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding 
with  the  consideration  of  the  "fortification  bill,"  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  it  would  be  brought  to  a  conclusion 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that  be  had  given  no- 
tice of  his  intention  to  move  to  take  up  the  **deposite 
bill"  this  day;  but,  under  the  expectation  that  the  «  forti- 
fication  bill"  would  be  finished  to-day,  he  would  not  press 
the  other  motion,  but  hoped  the  House  would  concur 
in  that  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  count. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  withdrew  for  the  present 
the  amendment  offered  by  him  last  evening,  giving  no- 
tice that  he  should  move  it  when  the  amendments  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  had  been  gone  through  with. 

The  question  accordingly  recurred  on  the  amendment 
reported  to  the  House,  appropriating  #700,000  for  the 
armament  of  fortifications,  (given  at  length  above. ) 

Mr.  BOND  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "therefor,"  and  in- 
serting "that  there  shall  be  set  apart,  from  the  appropria- 
tion contained  in  the  amendment,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
^5,000,  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  foundry  at 
the  city  of  Washington;  and  an  additional  sum  of  $10,000 
for  the  purchase  of^ adjoining  land  and  water  power  from 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company." 

Mr.  MERCER  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  a  national  foundry,  but  he  did  not  con- 
aider  the  sum  proposed  by  this  amendment  sufficient. 
He  was  favoratile  to  having  all  our  ordnance  manufac- 
tured in  a  foundry  of  the  Government,  as  he  considered 
the  work  would  be  much  better  executed  by  this  means 
than  by  private  contract. 

Mr.  DI^OMGOOLE  adverted  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He  said  that  committee 
was  favorable  to  the  purchase  of  the  foundry  already 
established  within  ihe  District  of  Columbia,  if  such 
purchase  could  be  effected.  By  this  purchase  the  Gov- 
ernment would  at  once  be  enabled  to  go  on  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  ordnance,  as  all  the  materials  would  be  ready 
to  commence  operations.  Mr.  D.  said  the  sum  proposed 
by  his  amendment  was  sufficient  for  the  purchase  of  this 
foundry,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  the  better  plan  to 
try  the  experiment  on  a  small  scale  than  to  build  up  a 
great  foundry  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  all  the 
ordnance  which  the  Government  might  need. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  made  a  point  of  order,  whe- 
ther the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  move  an  amend- 


ment to  this  bill  when  the  ume  propontion  was  contained 
in  a  bill  now  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

AAer  a  few  remarks  on  the  point  of  order  by  Messrs. 
DROMGOOLE,  BRIGGS,  MASON  of  Virginia,  WISE, 
and  A.  H.  SHEPPERD, 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  (the  Speaker  pro  tem.)  remarked, 
that  whenever  he  bad  the  honor  to  occupy  the  chair,  as  he 
now  did  from  the  indisposition  of  the  Speaker,  he  should 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  station,  and  particularly  on 
points  uf  order,  with  the  utmost  caution  and  deliberation. 
It  is  true,  as  had  been  stated,  that  no  amendment  can  be 
entertsined  to  a  bill  under  consideration,  of  the  same  na- 
ture of  another  bill  or  proposition  pending  before  the 
House;  yet  it  was  nevertheless  true  that  amendments  bad 
been  and  could  be  entertained,  which  were  substantially 
the  same  as  bills  before  the  House.  In  this  particular 
case,  it  is  true  that  a  bill  is  pending  of  a  kindred  nature 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; but  there  is  a  manifest  difference  between  them, 
both  in  form  and  substance.  The  amendment  is  of  a 
general  nature,  clothing  the  President  with  plenary 
powers;  but  the  bill  No.  628,  to  which  reference  had 
been  made,  was  particularly  directed  to  a  specific  object. 
Upon  a  view  of  the  whole  case,  he  felt  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  amendment  was  perfectly  in  order,  and, 
as  such,  he  should  entertain  it. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  withdrew  the  appeal,  and 

Mr.  HA  WES  renewed  it;  when  the  point  was  further 
discussed  by  Messrs.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  WARD,  and 
SMITH;  when 

Mr.  HAMER  moved  the  previous  question  on  the  ap- 
peal; which  was  seconded:  Ayes  90,  noes  not  counted; 
and  the  main  question,  being  ordered,  was  put,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  Ayes  69,  noes  51. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed. 

Mr.  DENNY  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  also 
opposed  to  the  erection  of  a  great  nationsi  foundry. 
These  great  works  might  be  necessary  in  Europe,  but 
he  conceived  they  were  not  needed  in  this  country.  If 
gentlemen  would  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  they  would  see  that  in  three  years  a  great  nstional 
foundry  would  manufacture  sufficient  ordnance  for  all 
the  fortifications;  and  when  that  was  done,  the  foundry 
would  be  of  no  further  use  to  the  country,  or  but  very 
trifling.  Another  inconvenience  also  arose  from  the 
fact,  that  if  this  amendment  should  prevail,  it  would  be 
two  years,  at  least,  before  the  national  foundry  would  be 
in  such  a  state  of  completion  as  to  be  of  any  service  in 
the  casting  of  ordnance.  On  these  points  Mr.  D.  dwelt 
at  some  length,  and  quoted  largely  from  the  documents 
of  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  REED  believed  the  District  was  the  best  situation 
for  the  erection  of  a  foundry,  and  be  preferred  leaving 
the  selection  of  the  site  to  the  President.  He  had  no 
distrust  of  him  on  that  subject.  It  was  true  that  up  to 
this  time  our  cannon  had  been  cast  by  private  contract, 
but  that  offered  no  reason  why  the  same  plan  should  be 
continued.  Certainly  the  contractors  could  have  no  rea- 
son to  complain,  since  they  had  long  enjoyed  a  very 
profitable  monopoly. 

Mr.  WISE  was  at  a  Iom  to  perceive  any  objection  to 
the  construction  of  a  national  foundry, -for  it  had  been 
earnestly  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose 
opinion  was  corroborated  by  some  of  the  ablest  of  our 
officers  and  engineers,  and  it  was  approved  of  by  the 
Militsry  Committee  of  that  House.  The  next  question 
was,  where  was  the  best  site?  Two  committees  had  had 
the  subject  under  consideration,  and  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia was  recommended  as  presenting  the  best  locality, 
for  the  quality  of  the  ore  in  the  vicinity,  for  the  advan- 
tages of  water  power,  for  the  facilities  of  transportation. 
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and  as  being  near  the  leat  of  the  General  Goirernment, 
over  any  other  section  of  the  country.  Mr.  W.  quoted 
at  flome  length  from  the  report  which  gave  the  reasons 
at  length  in  favor  of  the  District. 

The  third  question  was,  what  kind  of  a  foundry  was 
wanted?  This  was  answered  in  the  reply  of  Captain 
Thomas  Ap  C.  Jones  to  the  interrogatory  of  the  commit- 
tee. A  cheap  foundry,  on  a  small  scale,  for  purposes  of 
experiment.  Mr.  W.  adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  metal 
at  Pittsburg  was  not  equal  to  that  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
District.  At  the  former  the  failures  were  numerous, 
egregiously  so;  while  in  the  District  they  varied  only 
from  one  to  two  per  cent. ;  that  is,  no  more  than  one  or 
two  guns  out  of  a  hundred  failed  to  stand  the  test. 

Mr.  HIESTER  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  House, 
particularly  to  members  of  the  opposition,  not  to  speak 
or  make  long  speeches,  but  to  vote.  There  were  but 
few  days  remaining  of  the  session,  and  be  did  hope  that, 
after  the  long  and  protracted  debates  that  had  already* 
occupied  the  session,  they  would  now  begin  to  vote. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  a  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  leave  it  entirely  discretionary  with  the 
President,  and  not  to  restrict  the  Executive  to  the  pur- 
chase of  General  Mason's  foundry,  but  limit ing  the  sum 
to  be  expended  for  the  purpose  to  $75,000.  He  could 
not  rote  for  the  amendment,  because  by  it  the  Executive 
wouM  be  restricted  to  the  purchase  of  General  Mason's 
foundry,  which  he  was  satisfied  was  not  worth  the  sum 
asked,  (viz:  $75,000,}  by  $25,000.  He  should  vote 
against  it,  and  move  one  to  the  effect  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  D1CKERS0N  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary  of  War,  by  which  it  was  seen  that  that  officer  was 
limited  in  his  inquiries  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
he  neither  did  nor  had  authority  to  extend  his  researches 
further. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  gave  a  deUiled  statement  of 
what  had  taken  place  before  the  Military  Committee,  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  Mr.  T.  was  a  member  of  the 
sub-committee  which  had  made  an  examination  of  the 
site  of  General  Mason's  foundry,  and  he  considered  It  a 
most  advantageous  one.  Beside  this,  there  was  every 
kind  of  machinery  connected  with  the  establishment  for 
the  casting  and  manufacture  of  ordnance. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  had  risen  Tor  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two  facts  in  relation 
to  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness upon  the  Speaker's  table.  The  day  of  adjournment 
has  been  fixed.  The  hours  of  the  session  are  numbered. 
Are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  shortness  of  time  allotted 
for  the  action  of  this  House  upon  the  immense  business 
before  it,  and  the  importance  of  many  of  those  bills  to 
the  nation,  and  more  especially  to  the  West?  And,  sir, 
what  are  we  doing,  and  what  have  we  done  for  the  last 
two  days?  On  yesterday  morning  the  House  commenced 
at  the  37th  line  of  the  bill;  we  are  now  at  the  close  of 
the  second  day,  and  we  have  arrived  at  the  51st  line, 
having  passed  over  fourteen  lines  in  two  days.  Seventy- 
one  lines  of  the  bill  remain  to  be  considered,  which,  at 
the  ume  rate  of  speed,  will  require  one  day  beyond  that 
of  adjournment.  Yet,  sir,  are  honorable  gentlemen  en- 
gaged in  idle  and  useless  debate,  as  if  it  was  the  first 
week  of  a  long  session. 

The  people  expect  action,  voting,  not  idle  debate, 
having  no  reference  to  the  subject-matter  before  the 
House.  The  nation  dennand  it{  our  own  reputations  re- 
quire it.  And,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  advise  the  friends 
of  the  bill  to  rote,  and  not  talk,  if  they  intended  to  pass 
this  bill.  Should  they  not  profit  by  this  advice,  necessity 
and  dutv  will  call  upon  a  majority  of  this  House  to  lay 
this  bill  upon  the  table,  that  others  equsUy  important 
may  come  m  for  a  share  of  the  time  of  the  House;  and  if 
no  other  member  shall  be  found  to  make  that  motion, 
Mr.  L.  said  he  would  make  it  himself.    The  iolerior  and 


the  far  West  have  rights  as  well  as  the  seaboard;  and,  as 
one  of  the  representatives  of  the  West,  be  should  be 
wanting  in  his  duty,  should  he  sit  silent  and  suffer  such 
a  wanton  consumption  of  the  time  of  the  House  and  the 
people  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered;  and  the  question  being  then  taken,  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative:  Yeas  27,  nays  159. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  adopted  on 
yesterday,  took  a  recess  from  half  past  2  to  4  o'clock. 
P.M. 

Evairiss  Sbssiov. 
FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  following  amendment  being  pending, 

'<  For  the  armsment  of  fortifications,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  included  in  the  bill  making  appropriations  for. 
the  support  of  the  army  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars:  Prmdid, 
That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  expend  so  much  of  the  said  sum 
as  may  be  necessary  therefor  in  establishing  a  national 
foundry,  at  such  pUce  as  he  may  deem  expedient" — 

Mr.  GRANGER  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  of  $700,000 
to  $400,000,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  as  much  as 
could  possibly  be  expended  for  the  object  contemplated 
between  this  and  the  4th  of  March.  Mr.  G.  also  moved 
to  strike  out  the  proviso,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  had  himself  intended  to 
move  to  reduce  the  item  to  the  sum  embraced  in  his  col- 
league's motion,  if  the  proviso  were  stricken  out;  and 
he  liad  distinctly  stated  that  fact  to  the  House  on  yes- 
terday. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messre.  CAM- 
BRELENG,  MERCER,  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania, 
GRAVES,  GUSHING,  and  PEARCE  of  Rhode  IsUnd, 

Mr.  GRANGER  modified  his  motion  by  proposing  to 
strike  out  the  proviso  fint;  which  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  a  count. 

Mr.  GRANGER  then  renewed  his  motion  to  reduce 
the  appropriation  to  $400,000;  and  the  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  withdrawn, 

Mr.  CAMBUELENG  said  he  was  in  favor  of  this  mo- 
tion, for  reasons  before  given;  and  it  was  substantially 
his  own  amendment.     It  was  agreed  to  without  a  count. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment  as 
amended, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  renewed  the  following  amend- 
ment, offered  by  him  on  yesterday,  to  come  in  aAer 
"1836:" 

**  Including  cannon,  mortars,  howitzers,  gun  carria- 
ges, howitzer  carriages,  mortar  beds,  powder,  can- 
non balls,  shells,  and  for  transportation  of  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores;  and  in  the  purchase  of  twenty 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  Kennebec  arsenal,  Maine; 
and  the  purchase  of  land,  and  enclosing  the  rear  of  the 
public  ground  with  a  brick  wall  and  coping,  at  the 
Frenkford  arsenal,  Fennsylvsnia;  and  constructing  a 
forging  shop.  One  story  high,  seventy-five  by  forty  feet, 
of  brick,  at  the  arsenal,  Watertown,  Massachusetts; 
and  for  the  purchase  of  a  steam  engine  of  eight-horse 
power,  and  tor  quarters  for  officers,  at  Fort  Monroe 
arsenal." 

This  amendment  was  ac^reed  to. 

Mr.  CARTER  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the 
amendment;  which  was  disagreed  to: 

**  And  that  the  Secretary  uf  War  is  hereby  required  to 
cause  an  examination  to  be  made,  by  some  competent 
person,  of  the  foundries  in  East  Tennessee;  also,  the 
quality  of  the  iron  for  cannon  and  small  arms;  and  cause 
a  report  to  be  made  to  Congiess  at  the  next  seesion,  or 
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«•  eftriy  M  pnctieable,  of  the  Ikcti  i  and  alto  his  views  as 
to  the  propriety  and  practicability  of  procuring  cannon 
liroin  that  part  of  the  country,  for  the  amnament  of  our 
Ibrts  and  fortifications,  and  naval  service.  The  amount 
of  the  expense  attending  such  examination  to  be  paid  out 
of  this  sum." 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
amended,  was  then  concurred  in« 

The  following  amendment  was  concurred  in  without  a 
division: 

*<  For  Fort  McHenry,  Hedoubt  Wood,  and  Covington 
Battery,  near  Baltimore,  fifty  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  reduce  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

•<  For  Fort  Monroe,  two  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
dollars,"  to  $15,000;  agreed  to:  Ayes  65,  noes  63{  and^ 
the  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  following: 

•*  For  fortifications  at  St.  Augustme,  Florida,  fifty 
thousand  dollars,"  by  striking  out  the  first  two  words, 
and  Inserting  *'  For  the  repair  of  Fort  St.  Mary,  and  the 
sea  wall  at;*'  which  wasagreed  to,  and  the  whole  amend- 
ment .concurred  in. 

The  following  was  concurred  in  without  a  division  : 

**  For  knapsacks  and  camp  equipage  authorized  by 
the  act  approved  the  nineteenth  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  for  volunteers  of  militia, 
fifty.two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five  dollars." 

The  following  amendment  being  propounded  from  the 
Chair: 

*<  For  accoutrements  for  the  army,  one  hundred  and 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  five  dollars" — 

Mr.  GRANGER  made  some  Inquiries  in  relation  to  the 
items  of  which  this  clause  was  made  up. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  sent  a  document  in  explanation 
to  the  Clerk's  table;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  was  satisfied. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  add  the  following:  "and  that 
$50,000  of  said  appropriation  be  appropriated  to  the 
erection  of  a  public  depot  for  arms  at  Memphis,  Tennes- 
see." Lost;  and  the  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in. 

The  following  amendment  being  propounded: 

«  For  a  depot  for  munitions  of  war  in  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  forty-iwo  thousand  two  hundred  and  fif^y-six 
dollars"— 

Mr.  McKAY  thought  it  had  been  improperly  intro- 
duced in  this  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  was  for  a  new  work, 
and  had  not  undergone  the  examination  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  spoke  to  the  following  effect:  He  said 
the  objections  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina were  not,  in  his  opinion,  well  founded;  and  it  would, 
no  doubt,  so  appear  to  every  gentleman  of  the  House, 
on  referring  to  a  map  of  the  country,  showing  the  rela- 
tive situation  of  Memphis  to  the  quarter  from  whence 
danger  was  expected,  and  against  which  the  depot  was 
intended.  The  necessary  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
for  the  defence  of  thst  portion  of  the  frontier  ought  to 
be  placed  high  up  the  Arkansas,  not  further  east  than 
Little  Rock,  and  he  should  vote  accordingly.  Mr.  A. 
reminded  the  House  that  Missouri  was  in  the  same  situ- 
ation of  Arkansas,  as  regards  danger  on  the  Western 
frontier.  A  bill  was  then  in  possession  of  the  House 
providing  for  a  depot  at  some  convenient  point  on  the 
Missouri  river;  but  as  there  was  much  business  before 
the  House,  that  biU  might  not  be  reached  on  the  calen- 
dar; he  proposed,  therefore  to  amend  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  so  as  to  provide  for  the  de- 
pot in  Missouri  in  the  bill  then  under  consideration.  It 
being  an  appropriation  bill,  would,  without  doubt,  com- 
mand the  consideration  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Mr. 
A.  said'it  was  highly  proper  to  provide  all  the  necessary  I 


means  to  be  used  in  defending  the  frontier,  and  place 
them  at  convenient  points,  where  they  eould  be  used  on 
the  first  appearance  of  hostilities.  He  waa  not  in  favor 
of  sending  to  Washington  for  instruetions,  or  three  or 
four  hundred  miles  for  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  afler 
an  attack  had  been  made  on  the  frontier  inhabitants,  be- 
fore the  enemy  could  be  met.  He  wished  the  necesaary 
provisions  made  to  enable  the  militia  of  the  States  and 
Territories  most  exposed  to  strike  at  once,  in  the  event 
of  a  war,  with  such  regular  troops  as  may  be  at  hand, 
and,  in  place  of  addressing  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
subject  of  supplies,  &c.,  for  carrying  on  the  war,  to  in- 
form that  officer  of  the  enemy's  having  been  repulsed 
and  defeated.  He  was  not  disposed  to  boast  of  the 
militia  of  Missouri,  but  he  woukl  venture  to  say  they 
would  do  their  duty  in  the  event  of  war  in  that  quarter,  and 
he  wished  them  to  have  the  means  of  doing  so  effectually. 

He  (Mr.  A.)  had  proposed,  eomedays  ago,  that  can- 
non, &c.,  for  two  companies  of  light  artillery  should  be 
placed  al  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  of  Missouri;  the 
proposition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  before  whom,  on  an  invitation  from  the  cbaii^ 
man,  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  appeared,  and  g^ven,  as  he 
thought,  good  reasons  for  the  adoption  of  the  measure; 
but  although  the  committee  determined  to  report  favor- 
ably, they  also  proposed  to  extend  the  law  to  all  the 
States,  which  Mr.  A.  thought  was  treating  the  proposi- 
tion not  as  it  deserved,  as  nnany  of  the  States  wanted  no 
such  provision,  and  in  that  shape  the  final  action  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  might  be  prolonged.  Two  good 
companies  of  light  artillery,  well  eautpped,  mif^ht,  in 
some  situations,  do  more  towards  de4nding  the  frontier 
than  two  thousand  men  otherwise  armed. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  then  received  Mr.  A*s  poposition  as  a 
modification  of  his  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  sb 
amended  as  to  provide  for  three  depots  of  arms  and  mu- 
nitions of  war:  one  in  Arkansas,  one  in  Missouri,  and 
one  at  Memphis,  in  Tennessee. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  ASHLEY  and 
MERCER, 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
inserting,  after  the  word  «  Arkansas,"  *'and  for  a  depot 
for  munitions  of  war  in  the  town  of  Memphis,  in  the 
SUte  of  Tennessee,"  $42,356. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  SPEIGHT,  ASH- 
LEY, RIPLEY,  CAMBRELENG,  McKAY,  LINCOLN, 
and  HARPER, 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  a  modification,  as  follows:  **  Fur 
the  purchase  of  sites  and  the  establishment  of  depots  and 
arsenals  in  the  States  of  Arkansas,  at  Memphis,  Tennes- 
see, and  Missouri;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  proviso,  that  the  expense  of 
these  works  should  not  exceed  f 25, 000  each. 

Mr.  MERCER  suggested  $14,000,  for  be  said  he  knew 
the  fact  that  the  arsenals  in  yiqpnia  had  not  cost  more 
than  that. 

Mr.  McKAY  so  modified  his  amendment,  and  it  waa 
agreed  to;  and  the  amendment  as  amended  was  concur- 
red in. 

The  following  amendment  was  concurred  in  without  a 
division: 

**  For  the  purchase  of  twenty-eight  fire  engines  and 
the  necessary  apparatus,  twenty-two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars." 

The  following  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  severally  concurred  in  without  a  division : 

'*For  store-houses  at  Newport, 'Kentucky,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars." 

*'  For  purchasing  seven  acres  of  land,  including  the 
site  of  the  powder  magazine  attached  to  the  arsenal  at 
St.  Louis,*  Missouri,  provided  the  same  shall  be  ascer- 
tained not  to  be  on  land  of  the  United  States,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  dollars." 
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*'  For  erecting^  4  piazza  in  front  of  the  building  occu- 
pied ai  barracks  by  the  troops  at  Augusta  arsenal,  Geor- 
gia»  four  hundred  and  fif^y  dollars.** 

"For  barracks,  quarters,  store-houses,  hospital,  sta- 
bles,  and  materials  for  the  same,  at  Fort  Jesup,  Louisiana, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars." 

**  For  rebuilding  the  wharf,  and  materials  lor  the  same, 
•I  Fort  Wolcott,  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  five  hundred 
dollars." 

••For  constructing  a  wood  yard,  and  a  wood  yard 
wharf,  and  for  materials  for  the  same,  at  Fort  Monroe, 
Virginia,  one  thousand  dollars.'* 

•«  For  constructing  a  wharf,  and  for  materials  for  the 

same,  at  Fort  Severn,  Maryland,  one  thousand  dollars." 

••For  rebuilding  and  repairing  barracks,  quarters, 

hospital,  store-houses,  and  materials  for  the  same,  at  Fort 

Brady,  Michigan  Territory,  five  thousand  dollars." 

«*  For  the  purchase  of  land  adjoining  Fort  Sullivan, 
and  the  buildings  thereon,  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars." 

*'  For  the  following  objects,  in  addition  to  former  ap- 
propriations for  the  same: 

••  For  national  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  seventy-seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars." 

<*  For  national  armory  at  Springfield,  forty-five  thou- 
sand dollars." 

•<  For  the  purchase  or  manufacture  of  light  brass  and 
iron  field  artillery,  and  for  construction  of  field  artillery 
carriages,  caissons,  and  travelling  forges,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dol- 
lars." ^ 

**  For  the  construction  of  furnaces  for  heating  cannon 
hallo,  twelve  thousand  dollars." 

The  following  additional  section  to  the  bill  was  also 
concurred  in: 

••Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  re- 
strictions of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty,  to  make  transfers  from  one  head  of  appro- 
priations for  fortifications,  to  that  of  another  for  a  like 
object,  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  interest 
shall  require  it." 

Mr.  HA  WES  then  moved  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion "  for  the  preservation  of  Castle  Island,  and  repairs 
of  Fort  Independence,  Boston  harbor,"  from  $150,000 
to  #100,000. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  LAWRENCE,  in  favor 
of  the  original  appropriation,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  HAWES  briefly  supported  his  motion;  when 

Mr.  McKIM  moved  the  previous  question;  but  the 
House  refused  to  second  the  motion:  Yeas  66,  nays  72. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  a  few  words  against  the  amendment, 
and  Mr.  HAWES  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  gave  notice  that  he  should  make 
similar  motions  in  relation  to  other  clauses  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
BBAL,  REED,  and  LAWRENCE,  when  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  the  last  gentleman. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  then  moved  the  previous  question;  but 
the  House  again  refused  to  second  the  motion,  only  52 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Hawzs's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to:  Yeas 
89,  nays  81. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that,  from  what  he  had  seen, 
and  from  what  had  already  been  avowed,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  motion  just  carried  was  but  the  beginning 
of  a  system  of  razeeing,  which,  commencing  at  Boston, 
was  to  go  **down  all  along  shore;"  and  if  we  should  re- 
main here  long  enough  to  dispose  of  all  the  new  prop- 
ositions that  were  to  be  made,  we  would  be  detained 
till  morning.  Sufficient  time  had  certainly  been  spent 
upon  the  bill.  It  had  been  fought  and  debated  paragragh 
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by  paragraph,  and  for  his  part  he  was  unwilling  to  fight 
over  again  the  protracted  battles  which  it  had  already 
provoked,  and  therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  seconded  by 
the  House:  Yeas  77,  nays  66. 

Mr.  HALEY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question  to  be  put;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  but  before  the  result 
was  announced, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  appropriation  for  Castle  Island  and  Fort  In- 
dependence, Boston  harbor,  was  reduced  to  $100,000. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order,  and 
thereupon  announced  the  vote  to  be:  Yeas  91,  nays  71. 

Mr.  HALEY  then  moved  an  adjournment.   Lost. 

Mr.  GRIFFIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing  the  bill  to  be  engrossed;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPEIGHT, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Satvbdat,  Jvirs  18. 
REDUCTION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lutions; which  were  read: 

JResoived,  That  the  revenue  receivable  under  the  pres- 
ent law  is,  and  will  be,  more  than  is  required  for  the  fair 
and  legitimate  wants  of  the  Government,  and  that  pro- 
vision ought  to  be  made  for  its  reduction. 

Resokfed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report 
to  this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
what  alteration  can  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff  of  du- 
ties, consistently  with  the  principles  of  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  upon  imports,  with  a  view  to  reduction. 

Jieeoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also  re- 
port  upon  the  best  mode  of  diminishing  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  public  lands,  without  retarding  the  set- 
tlement of  the  new  States,  or  impairing  the  interests  of 
the  General  Government;  and,  generally,  his  views  as  to 
thebest  mode  of  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  lair  and 
constitutional  wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 
and  thereupon 

Mr.  PARKS  called  |br  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  HOWELL  then  withdrew  his  motion;  and  the 
question  being  taken,  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the 
rules:  Yeas  121,  nays  76 — not  two  thirds. 

PENSION  SYSTEM. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  pension  system,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-day,  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Ruolvedt  That  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  with  instructions  to  strike 
out  the  provisions  which  grant  a  pension  to  those  per- 
sons who  were  engaged  in  the  Indian  hostilities  of  the 
West,  subsequently  to  the  revolutionary  war,  termina- 
ting in'1783. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House :  Yeas  78,  nays  50. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  a  call  of  the  House.     Lost. 
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The  House  determined  that  the  mtin  question  should 
be  put,  by  a  vote  of  89  to  86. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yess  and  nays  on 
the  main  question,  (the  passag^e  of  the  billO  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 
Yeas  68,  nays  111.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  a  call  of  the  House.  Mr.  J.  said, 
on  the  passage  of  a  bill  of  this  character,  he  desired  to 
see  a  full  House.  The  motion  was  lost,  only  49  voting 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  1C9,  nays  75. 
do  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote.  He 
said  the  bill  had  been  forced  through  the  House  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner,  and  then  went  on  to  show 
the  heavy  drains  it  would  cause  upon  the  public  Treas- 
ury, and  examined  its  provisions  at  some  length.  He 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  question  of  reconsidera- 
tion be  postponed  until  Monday  next,  so  that  every  gen- 
tleman might  come  prepared  to  vote  upon  it  understand- 
ingly. 

Mr.  HARDIN,  after  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider i  which  was  seconded:  Yeas 
69,  nays  63. 

Mr.  RENCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  nuiin  question  to  be  put{  which  were  ordered, 
snd  were:  Yeas  93,  nays  70.  So  the  House  determined 
that  the  main  question  should  be  put. 

The  main  question  on  reconsideration  wss  then  put, 
and  disagreed  to  without  a  count.  So  the  bill  was  final- 
ly passed. 

The  House  adjourned. 


MovsAT,  Juirx  30. 
THE  DEPOSITE  BILL. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **  to  reg- 
ulate the  deposite  of  the  public  money,"  and  there- 
upon asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  was  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  for  some  time, 
when  the  further  proceedings  therein  were  suspended. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  in- 
structing the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  to  separate  the  two  propositions  embraced  in 
the  bill,  and  to  report  the  same  in  two  bills. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  move  to 
amend  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  BELL  remarked,  that  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
the  instructions,  then  the  whole  merits  of  the  bill  would 
be  open  for  discussion.  The  proposition,  he  said,  was 
to  divide  the  bill,  and  upon  the  question  'of  instructing 
the  committee  every  part  of  the  subject  could  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  he  did  not  suppose  it  was  in 
order  to  discuss  the  bill,  or  :he  should  have  stated  his 
reasons  for  moving  the  amendment 

Mr.^  BELL  said  the  object  of  a  minority  was  to  get 
the  bill  up  before  the  House  for  discussion  before  it 
could  be  reached  in  order,  and  there  was  a  direct  way 
to  do  it.  If  two  thirds  could  not  be  found  to  agree  to 
take  it  up,  they  could  postpone,  or  lay  on  the  table, 
temporarily,  every  other  subject,  until  it  should  be 
reached. 

After  several  requests  were  made  to  have  the  amend- 


ment   withdrawn,   by  Messrs.    PHILLIPS,    LEWIS, 
CAMBRELENG,  and  DENNY, 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  original  motion  and 
amendment  to  be  out  of  order,  on  the  ground  that  a  bill 
must  be  taken  up  and  read  a  first  and  second  time  be- 
fore it  could  be  in  order  to  dispose  of  it* 

By  general  consent,  the  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and 
read  twice;  and  the  question  being  on  its  commitment, 

Mr.  DICKERSON  then  moved  to  add  to  the  motion 
to  commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in- 
structions to  separate  the  same  into  two  bills,  so  that 
the  first  should  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
moneys,  and  the  second  should  provide  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  surplus  among  the  States. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  whole  bill,  but 
with  his  view  he  could  not  consent  that  both  proposi- 
tions embraced  in  it  should  be  acted  upon  jointly. 
The  first  part  of  the  bill  wa^  for  the  disposition  of  the 
public  money  in  the  banks,  from  the  time  it  was  collect- 
ed till  it  was  otherwise  disposed  of.  The  next  was  for 
the  disposition  of  the  surplus,  on  certain  conditions, 
among  the  States.  These,  he  thought,  were  two  differ- 
ent and  distinct  propositions,  which  bad  excited  much  of 
the  public  attention.  He  was  satisfied  that  many  mem- 
bers were  in  favor  of  both  propositions.  He  was  one  of 
them.  Some  were  in  favor  of  neither.  Some  others 
were  in  favor  of  one  and  opposed  to  the  other  of  the 
propositions.  Every  roan  who  was  in  favor  of  both 
ought,  he  thought,  to  endeavor  to  carry  one  at  least;  but 
the  course  taken,  by  uniting  them,  he  said,  jeoparded 
both.  Some  believed  one  of  them  unconstitutional,  and 
such  would  be  compelled  to  vote  against  both ;  whereas 
the  first  alone  they  would  vote  for.  Therefore,  if  they 
were  kept  together,  it  would,  in  fact,  jeopard  the  whole 
bill.  He  thought  the  public  Interest  required  that  they 
should  be  divided,  so  that  the  first  part  at  least  might  be 
passed. 

It  might  be  said  that  he  ought  not  to  look  beyond  the 
action  of  the  House  itself;  but  he  thought  they  ought  to 
look  at  another  part  of  the  law-making  power;  and  be 
was  going  on  to  intimate  that  the  President  might  ap- 
prove of  that  portion  of  the  bill  regulating  the  deposites, 
out  would  veto  the  whole  if  the  distribution  amon|^  the 
States  was  connected  with  it,  when  he  was  remmded 
that  the  allusion  was  not  in  order.  He  concluded  with 
again  saying  that  he  was  in  favor  of  both  parts  of  the  bill, 
and  he  was  not  willing  that  either  should  be  jeoparded. 

Mr.  DENNY  thought  the  proposition  to  divide  the  bill 
would  be  fatal  to  the  whole  of  it.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Dicxxxsov,]  he  said,  had  gone,  ap- 
parently, on  the  ground  that  there  were  two  bills,  in- 
stead of  one;  but  he  could  see  only  one  entire  proposi- 
tion for  the  disposition  of  the  public  money,  and  he  did 
not  see  how  it  could  be  divided.  There  would  not  be 
time  during  the  present  session  to  mature  two  bills,  and 
obtain  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  them  separately. 
He  thought  that  all  those  who  wished  to  -pass  the  bill 
would  keep  the  two  propositions  together. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  said  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  sepa- 
rating the  two  propositions;  and  he  would  appeal  to  the 
friends  of  the  bill  not  to  take  up  time  in  debating  this 
preliminary  motion.  All  the  House  had  to  do  at  this  pe- 
riod of  the  session  was  to  vote. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  rose  to  appeal  to  the  House.  He  said 
there  were,  clearly,  two  distinct  propositions  in  the  bill. 
He  was  in  favor  of  that  for  regulating  the  depoMtes  in 
the  banks,  and  was  opposed  to  the  other.  He  said  it 
was  the  same  bill,  with  one  or  two  slight  exceptions, 
which  passed  the  House  two  years  ago,  and  was  lost  in 
the  Senate,  which  was  now  sent  bsck,  with  an  entirely 
new  principle,  which  he  thought  would  go  to  prostrate 
the  whole  currency  of  the  country.  A  principal  objec- 
tion to  it  was,  that  it  asked  no  security  of  the  States  for 
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the  pftyment  of  the  money,  when  it  ibould  be  called  for» 
and  he  considered  it,  in  that  respect,  as  very  defective. 
He  would  appeal  to  the  House,  and  ask  them  not  to  com- 
pel him  to  vote  for  a  principle  which  be  considered  ob- 
noxious, or  to  go  aj^inst  the  whole  bill,  a  psrt  of  which 
he  approved  as  highly  necessary.  He  would  ask  the 
House  to  divide  the  bill,  and  he  would  pledge  himself  to 
take  no  steps  to  defeat  the  measure  for  distribution, 
though  he  could  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  be  was  really  astonished  that  gen- 
tlemen could  consider  the  two  propositions  distinct.   He 
would  not  vote  for  the  first  proposition  unless  it  was 
united  with  Ihe  other,  which  bad  been  considered  so  ob- 
noxious.    It  wss  a  proposition  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
the    deposites   in    the   banks    from   $38,000,000   to 
f5,000,000.    It  was  an  important  part  of  the  subject  of 
regubtin^  the  public  deposites,  and  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  it.     He  said  it  went  to  make  the  States  re- 
sponsible for  the  repayment  of  the  money,  and  ought 
not  to  be  called  »  distribution}  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand how  it  should  be  said  there  was  no  security  for  the 
money,  when  they  were  required  to  render  certificates, 
and  it  depended  on  the  action  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment alone  to  make  them  responsible  for  the  repayment. 
He  asked  who  had  ever  heard  of  amending  a  Senate  bill 
by  dividing  it  into  two  bills?    The  object  might  proper- 
ly be  attained  by  striking  out  a  part  of  this  bill,  and  in- 
troducing into  the  House  another  bill;  but  he  had  never 
beard  of  its  being  done  in  the  way  then  proposed. 

Mr.  LANE  ssid  be  bad  submitted  the  resolution  to 
have  the  bill  taken  up,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  ol  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  in  order  that  it  might  be  speedily  and  finally 
acted  upon. 

Tbe  first  part  of  the  resolution  has  been  adopted,  and 
the  question  now  is  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  [  Mr.  Dicxiasov,]  to  have  it  referred, 
with  instructions  that  the  committee  separate  the  bill, 
and  report  to  the  House  that  part  which  regulates  the 
deposites  in  the  State  banks,  and  that  portion  which  pro- 
vides for  the  surplus  revenue  remaining  on  hand  on  the 
1st  of  Jsnusry  next,  to  be  deposited,  all  except  Hve  mil- 
lions, in  the  respective  State  treasuries,  at  a  certain  per 
centum. 

Mr.  L.  said  be  was  in  favor  of  both  branches  of  the 
bill,  and  more  especially  the  latter  part  of  it.  It  has 
been  argued,  as  a  reason  why  the  instruction  moved 
ought  to  be  adopted,  that  they  are  subjects  disconnected 
With  each  other,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  disunited. 
So  ftir  from  this  being  the  case,  each  branch  of  the  bill 
provides  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money « one 
provides  for  keeping  a  portion  in  tbe  State  banks;  the 
other  in  the  respective  State  treuuries.  They  are  simi- 
lar in  principle,  and,  in  fact,  both  regulate  and  provide 
ibr  the  safe  and  efficient  keeping  of  the  public  money. 
Why,  then,  ought  they  to  be  separated/    Will  not  the 

Sublic  money  be  as  safe  in  the  State  treasury,  with  tbe 
lith  of  the  State  pledged  for  its  safe  keeping  and  re- 
payment, as  in  the  State  banks,  irresponsible  in  their 
character,  and  often  doubtful  in  point  of  credit? 

Can  it  be  said  that  it  has  been  lawful  and  constitution- 
al for  tbe  last  two  years  to  keep  the  public  money  in 
the  State  banks,  in  tbe  absence  of  all  law  other  tban  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  resting  entirely  upon  the  judgment 
and  discretion  of  the  Secretary,  and  that  it  will  now  be 
improper  and  unconstitutional  to  deposite  a  portion  of 
it  in  tbe  State  treasuries,  in  and  by  authority  of  law? 

Tbe  object  of  tbe  bill  is  to  secure  the  public  revenue, 
tbe  money  of  the  people.  It  contemplates  a  higher  se- 
curity ttian  the  deposite  banks,  for  a  large  portion  of  it. 
The  respective  States,  the  whole  people,  will  be  bound 
for  its  repayment.  And  it  matters  not  whether  we  or- 
der it  deposited  in  the  local  incorporated  blinks,  private 


bankers,  in  the  hands  of  agents,  or  in  the  State  treas- 
uries— it  is  but  a  deposite,'  and  the  onhr  object  ought  to 
be  its  safe  keeping,  the  convenience  of  the  Treasuij,  of 
disbursement,  and  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

White  it  was  a  source  of  extreme  regret  to  find  him- 
self bound  to  differ  in  opinion  with  many  of  those  with 
whom  it  had  and  always  would  give  him  pleasure  to  act^ 
he  had  the  consolation  to  know  and  believe  he  was  act- 
ing in  accordance  with  the  opinions,  wishes,  and  Interest, 
of  those  whom  he  hsd  the  honor  to  represent.  No  po- 
litical considerations  should  ever  induce  him  to  violate 
tbe  one,  or  disregard  tbe  other. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  could  not  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
honorable  gentlemen,  that  he  had  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion, in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  in  substance  the 
same  as  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

To  conclude,  (Mr.  L.  said,)  he  trusted  the  bill  would 
be  adopted  as  a  whole,  after  some  trifling  amendments; 
which,  if  no  one  else  would  offer,  he  should  himself 
propose  to  the' committee. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  motion.  » 

Mr.  PARKER  said  the  bill  was  admitted  by  all  to  be 
one  of  importance.  It  bad  been  sent  from  the  Senate, 
and  the  only  question  was,  how  the  House  should  dis- 
pose of  it.  'He  thought  it  ought  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  untrammelled,  for  a  full  and  free  discus- 
sion. It  did  not,  as  had  been  said,  consist  of  two  dis- 
tinct propositions,  but  wss  intended  to  regulate  the 
money  in  the  deposite  banks,  and  to  prevent  too  much 
accumulation  in  their  hands,  and  to  put  it  in  a  safer 
place.  At  any  rate,  the  House  ought  not,  be  thought, 
to  divide  the  bill  before  its  merits  had  been  discussed 
and  understood.  No  man  at  that  time  could  tell  what 
its  provisions  were*  As  to  tbe  supposition  that  the 
money  would  not  be  safe  in  tbe  keeping  of  the  States, 
he  bad  only  a  single  answer:  if  he  could  trust  institu- 
tions created  by  the  States,  he  could  trust  the  States 
themselves.  If  the  money  would  be  safe  in  banks  crea^ 
ted  by  the  States,  and  existing'  by  their  wilt,  it  would 
certainly  be  safe  in  the  State  treasuries. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massachusetts,  thought  it  an  in- 
correct  course  to  instruct  the  Committee  offthe  Whole, 
and  it  would  go  to  defeat  the  very  purpose  of  comro  it- 
tine  bills  to  such  a  committee,  that  of  full  and  free  ex- 
amination.    He  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  concurred  in  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cax.* 
Hova,]  to  divide  the  original  proposition  of  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  And  while  he  was  desi« 
rous  that,  under  such  a  division,  the  first  part  of  the 
proposition  to  refer  might  be  adopted,  he  was  slike  de- 
sirous of  seeing  the  latter  part  rejected,  lesving  the  bill 
of  the  Senate  to  go  before  tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
untrammelled  by  instructions  of  any  kind.  I  am,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  S.,)  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  a  whole.  I  am  in 
favor  of  both  parts  of  the  bill,  not  as  separate  and  dis- 
jointed measures,  but  as  one  and  an  entire  measure. 
Taken  in  parts,  I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  as  its  provisions 
now  are.  As  distinct  parts,  I  believe  it  to  be  defective. 
As  a  whole,  I  think  it  to  be  substantially  g^od,  though 
susceptive  of  amendment,  perhaps,  in  some  minor  par- 
ticulars. And  as  a  whole — as  a  great  national  measure, 
and  not  as  a  party  measure—I  hope  it  will  be  adopted 
by  this  House.  I  hope  it  will  receive  the  support  and 
countenance  of  every  gentleman  who  is  willing  to  look 
above  party  considerations  in  reference  to  the  vast  pub- 
lic funds  that  are  accumulatinpf  upon  our  hands,  and  be 
adopted  as  a  measure  that  is  highlv  essentisl  to  tbe  con- 
tinued prosperity  and  welfare  of  this  great  nation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the.  reasons  that  have  been  assignedT—assigned  in  alj 
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•Incer'ity  of  purpose  and  honesty  of  heart,  I  doubt  not — 
by  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  dividing  the  bill  of  the 
Senate,  and  in  support  of  their  proposition.  To  my 
mind  thejr  are  wholly  inconclusive,  and  I  hope  they  will 
not  prevail  in  the  House. 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  the  bill  of  the  Senate  should  be  di- 
vided, because  it  embraces  two  distinct  and  different 
measures;  that  is  to  say,  the  provision  for  depositing  a 
certain  portion  of  the  public  money  with  the  local  bank- 
ing corporations  is  denominated  one  measure,  and  the 
provision  for  depositing  another  portion  of  ihe  public 
funds  with  the  State  Governments,  or  in  the  State  treas- 
uries, is  denominated  another  measure.  But  (said  Mr. 
8.)  I  conceive  each  provision  to  resolve  itself  into  one 
and  the  same  general  measure  and  purpose — into  a  sin- 
gle act  of  disposing,  on  deposite,  of  the  surplus  money 
of  the  Federal  Government.  The  system  of  deposite 
proposed  by  the  bill  may  be  said  to  run  into  two  branches, 
but  not  into  two  distinct  and  independent  measures.  I'he 
bill,  sir,  in  each  psrtfhas  been  framed  with  reference  to 
the  other  part.  If  separated,  neither  part  will  be  satis- 
factory to  a  majority  of  this  House,  without  very  essen- 
tial and  important  alterationst  whereas^  take  the  bill  as 
a  whole,  and  all  its  parts  are,  in  the  main  and  in  sub- 
stance, satbfactory  to  the  House,  if  I  can  judge  of  the 
disposition  of  the  House  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  the  bill  imbodies  two  distinct  and 
different  measures,  because  the  conditions  and  securities 
upon  which  the  public  moneys  are  to  be  deposited  with 
banking  corporations  are  different  from  the  conditions 
and  securities  exacted  of  the  State  Governments.  This 
difference,  to  my  mind,  does  not  go  to  any  principle  i  it 
involves  a  mere  question  of  expediency,  a  mere  ques- 
tion as  to  the  sufficiency  or  Insufficiency  of  the  securi- 
ties which  you  exact  in  each  case  for  your  deposites. 
Sir,  it  is  true  that  you  do,  by  this  bill,  propose  to  exact 
different  securities  from  local  money-trading  corpora- 
tions for  your  depositefl,  from  those  you  exact  of  the 
State  Legislatures  for  tlie  deposites  intrusted  to  them. 
Is  other  security  required  of  the  States  than  their  ac- 
ceptance of  the  deposites  on  the  terms  you  prescribe? 
Are  you  desirous  of  placing  them  en  the  same  footing, 
and  to  reijfard  them  as  the  same  grade  of  depositories 
with  local  private  corporations?  Are  you  not  willing 
to  trust  the  sovereign  States  upon  terms  different  from 
those  which  you  would  impose  upon  private  banks?  Sir, 
1  have  confidence  in  the  fidelity  and  integrity  of  the 
people  and  of  their  State  Governments.  I  hold  them 
in  infinitely  higher  esteem  than  I  do  any  private  local 
corporation,  be  that  corporation  made  up  of  whatever 
men  or  class  of  men  it  may.  I  will  not  go  ahead  of 
events  to  call  in  question  the  honesty  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  State  Governments,  which  are  under  the  peo- 
ple's immediate  influence,  to  give  preference  and  pre- 
cedence to  your  local  trading  bank  corporations.  I 
have,  on  the  contrary,  full  and  entire  faith  in  the  State 
Governments.  I  believe  they  are  incapable  of  entering 
into  any  relationship  with  the  Federal  Government,  snd 
proving  treacherous  to  that  relationship.  I  believe  no 
assurance  which  any  State  Government  of  this  Union 
shall  give  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  no  expecta- 
tion which  the  people  of  this  country  shall  raise  through 
their  respective  State  Governments  in  relation  to  the 
public  deposites,  will  be  violated  under  any  circum- 
stances. No,  sirt  I  would  deal  with  them  in  good  faith, 
and  in  good  faith  will  they  fulfil  their  every  obligation. 

But,  sir,  it  is  different  when  you  come  to  the  private 
banks;  of  them  I  would  exact,  as  this  bill  proposes  to 
do,  further  and  additional  securities.  Evei^  thing  be- 
tween them  and  the  Government  must  be  matter  of  con- 
tract, and  nothing  should  be  left  to  mere  good  will  on 
their  part.  Bind  them  to  the  performance  of  your  re- 
quirements, as  you  would  bind  any  individual  whose 


only  motive  of  serving  you  is  notoriously  his  private  in- 
terest, and  not  the  public  welfare.  I  would  create  no 
greater  dependence,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
upon  these  local  corporations,  than  is  indispensably  re« 

Jiuisite  for  the  convenience  of  Government;  and  to  the 
ull  extent  that  the  States  can  be  preferred  as  public  de- 
poeitories  of  your  surplus  moneys,  I  would  prefer  them. 

Sir,  I  reason  on  this  subject  from  what  1  am  sure  will 
be  the  voice  of  the  people  of  Maine,  when  the  question 
is  stated  in  its  simple  form,  and  brought  down  to  iu  sim- 
ple elements.  For  instance,  the  Federal  Government 
has  a  single  deposite  bank  in  the  State  of  Maine — a  local, 
money-making  institution,  owned  by  private  individuals. 
This  bank  has  now,  and  will  have  hereafter,  if  no  better 
system  be  adopted  by  us,  the  exclusive  benefit  and  con- 
trol of  all  the  public  moneys  placed  or  left  on  deposite 
within  the  State  of  Maine,  to  be  used  when  and  how  it 
is  that  institution's  good  pleasure  to  use  it,  and  without 
any  consulUtion  with  the  people  at  large.  Now,  sir,  the 
question  put  to  the  people  of  Maine  by  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  is,  do  you  prefer  making  the  present  deposite 
bank  in  Maine  the  exclusive  keepers  and  managers  of 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, or  do  you  prefer  to  take  a  large  portion  of  it» 
which  the  Federal  Government  has  no  immediate  use  for^ 
into  your  own  immediate  keeping  and  control,  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  whole  State?  Sir,  I  believe  tliat 
the  people  of  Maine  would  prefer  to  have  the  use  and 
benefit  of  so  much  of  these  funds  as  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment does  not  need,  to  be  managed  for  their  common 
benefit,  tlian  to  have  it  deposited  with  any  private  cor- 
poration in  existence. 

[Mr.  CAMaasuve  here  called  Mr.  Smitb  to  order. 
He  said  it  was  not  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  on  this  ground  he 
called  to  order. 

The  SriAKia  said  the  proposition  was  to  commit  the 
bill,  with  instructions,  and  the  Chair  could  not  interpose 
to  arrest  debate  on  the  subject  of  the  instructions.] 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  was  proceeding  to  illustrate  the  ef- 
fect of  amending  the  bill  of  the  Senate  as  proposed,  to 
bring  the  operation  of  the  amendment  home  to  the  in- 
teresU  of  the  people  of  his  own  State. 

[Mr.  Caxebblxho  again  rose,  and  said,  if  the  gentle- 
man  from  Maine  was  allowed  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  he  should  claim  the  right  of  reply. 

The  Spxakbb  said  he  could  not  discover  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  was  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Smith  proceeded.  He  said  he  hoped  and  desired 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  reply,  if  ho 
wished  to  do  so.  The  Chair  baa  decided  that  I  am  not 
out  of  order  in  my  course  of  remark.  1  was  carrying  my 
illustrations  home  to  the  interests  of  my  own  constitu- 
ents. Perhaps  I  go  too  near  home  to  the  condition  of 
things  in  the  State  of  New  York  also.  Be  it  as  it  may, 
I  go  for  the  bill  of  the  Senate  as  a  whole. 

Another  reason  offered  for  dividing  this  bill  (and  it 
has  been  suggested  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  DicxaasoH,]  who  says  he  is  in  favor 
of  both  parts  of  the  bill)  is,  that  the  one  part  may  not 
be  put  in  jeopardy  by  the  other  part  of  the  bill.  Now, 
sir,  f  am  opposed  to  a  division  of  the  bill,  that  neither 
part  may  be  put  in  jeopardy,  bv  being  separate  from 
the  other.  The  strength  of  each  is  essential  to  the  safety 
of  the  other;  and  the  two  parts,  being  adapted  to  the 
purpose  of  securing  to  the  people  at  large  the  safest  and 
most  useful  deposite  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, ought  to  stand  or  fall  together.  They  are 
framed  with  special  reference  to  each  other.  What  gen- 
tleman would  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  public  moneys 
among  local  corporations  upon  the  terms  proposed  by 
the  first  part  of  the  bill?  And  yet  what  gentleman  is  un- 
willing to  dispose  of  aportioaof  tbote  fands  in  the  i 


Digitized  byLiiOOQlC 


4345 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4346 


Jm  20»  1836.] 


7U  jDqMM/e  BiU. 


[H.  •¥  R. 


ner  tiiuB  provided?  The  first  part  of  the  bill  provide! 
that  the  local  banks  shall  pay  for  a  certain  portion  of  the 
public  deposites  recetvea  by  them  oiUy  two  per  cent, 
per  annum  interest,  in  addition  to  tlie  services  to  be  per- 
formed by  them  Ibr  Government  in  transfers  of  the  pabw 
lie  moneys  from  one  point  of  the  CJnion  to  the  other. 
The  amount  to  be  reserved  bv  this  deposite  bill,  in  local 
banks,  for  this  operation,  is  five  millions  of  dollars.  Sir, 
I  accord  my  cordial  support  to  this  arrangement.  But, 
sir,  I  would  not  do  so  if  these  banks  were  to  have  in  de- 
posite the  whole  of  the  public  moneys,  say  from  thirty 
to  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Two  per  cent,  interest  only 
on  such  an  amount,  though  added  to  their  aggregate  of 
services  for  tlys  Government,  would  not  be  a  Judicious , 
nor  just  arrangement  for  the  public  Treasury.  Four 
per  cent,  interest,  under  such  a  sweeping  control  and 
use  of  the  revenues  of  the  country  by  these  local  institu- 
tions, would  be  nearer  right,  and  might  well  be  afibtded. 
But  the  bill  has  been  made  to  conform,  in  the  particular 
of  interest  to  be  exacted  of  local  banks,  to  the  compara- 
tively small  amount  of  deposites  with  which  they  are  al- 
lowed to  operate,  and  from  which  they  are  allowed  to 
deriwe  benefit,  and  not  with  reference  to  the  aggregate 
of  surplus. 

.  Sir,  I  have  another  reason  to  influence  my  mind  most 
decidedly  against  a  division  of  this  bill.  The  vast  amount 
of  p^ibltc  money  which  your  Treasury  is  accumulating 
will,  in  my  opinion,  be  lar  more  ssfe  and  secure  in 
cbargife  of  the  State  Governments  than  in  the  keeping  of 
the  l<)cal  banks.  I  am  willing  to  confide  five  millions  of 
doUMTs  to  the  keeping  of  local  banks,  judiciously  select- 
ed o^er  the  country,  and  under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill;  that  amount  having  been  adjudged  sufficiently  large 
to  answer  all  current  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  aided 
by  the  current  revenue  of  the  nation  after  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary next.  But,  sir,  I  am  not  willing  to  confide  an  ag- 
gregate of  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  the  public  revenue — 
the  whole  sum  of  your  iwtton's  income,  upon  any  terms 
of  interest  whatever — to  the  keeping  and  management 
of  local  and  private  banking  companies,  be  they  man- 
aged or  owned  wheresoever  and  by  whomsoever  they 
may.  I  do  not  believe  that  such  an  enormous  amount  of 
public  money,  thus  distributed  and  deposited,  would  be 
secure.  Sir,  with  your  State  Governments,  with  men 
immediately  responsible  to  the  watchful  eye  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  interested  only  in  promoting  the  general  good 
by  its  use,  it  would  be,  to  say  the  least,  Ar  more  secure, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  secure.  What  more  can 
gentlemen  require?     What  more  can  the  people  re- 

auire  at  our  hands?  This  is  the  measure  proposed  by 
le  Senate's  bill  now  before  the  House. 
Sir,  I  am  influenced  in  coming  to  the  conviction  which 
I  entertain  against  both  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
dividing  this  bill,  by  yet  another  consideration.  It  is 
this,  sir:  The  use  and  distribution  of  the  millions  which 
are  to  be  deposited  under  this  bill  will,  in  my  opinion,  be 
&r  more  advantageously  enjoyed  by  the  people  at  Uirge, 
by  all  classes  of  citizens,  if  confided  to  the  care  and  con- 
trol of  the  State  Governments,  than  if  confided  to  the  man- 
agement of  private  corporations.  The  one  is  interested 
and  watchful  in  accomplishing  the  greatest  g^ood  of  the 
whole  people;  the  others  are  ever  actuated  by  theirprivate 
advantage  and  considerations  of  individual  gain.  Sir,  I 
do  not  conceive  that  it  is  practicable  for  local  banks,  how- 
ever disposed,  to  accept  this  money,  and  use  it  to  the  ex- 
tent of  benefit  to  the  public  at  large  that  it  ought  to  be 
used,  and  to  the  extent  that  your  State  Governments, 
and  the  people  acting  through  the  State  Governments, 
ean  and  will  use  it.  This  is  with  me  a  very  weighty 
consideration,  and  cannot  but  be  so  with  others,  who 
have  a  due  regard  in  this  matter  to  the  business  of  the 
country. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  this  great  nataooal 


measure  will  not  be  defeated  by  the  action  proposed  to 
be  had  upon  it.  It  is  a  measure  which  is  e$l\td  for  by 
public  sentiment— •  messure  which,  if  I  were  permitted 
to  allude  to  the  proceedings  of  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress, 1  ought  say,  has  been  sent  to  us  by  an  unprece* 
dented  unanimity  on  the  part  of  that  body.  I  am  for  it 
as  a  whole.  It  may  be,  and  doubtle«  is,  susceptible  of 
amendment  in  some  of  its  details.  For  all  essential 
amendments  to  make  it  perfect,  without  destroying  the 
system  of  keeping  the  public  moneys  propoeed  by  it,  I 
will  cheerfiilly  go.  But  all  other  changes  of  the  bill  I 
feel  bound  to  resist. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  did  not  rise  to  dia- 
cuss  the  subject;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
spend  much  more  time  in  debating  the  preUminary 
measure.  He  then  offered  a  substitute  for  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  DicKia- 
soir,]  so  as  to  direct  the  committee  to  report  the  first 
twelve  sections  of  the  bill  as  one  hill,  and  the  three  re- 
maining sections  as  another  bill,  with  such  amendmento 
as  the  committee  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  the  instructions  would  be  with- 
drawn. Instructing  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  he  said, 
was  incompatible  with  the  object  of  going  into  the  com- 
mittee. It  would  confine  them  to  the  subject  of  the  in- 
structions; and  be  went  on  to  show  some  deficiences  and 
discrepances,  which  ought  to  be  conndered  and  amend- 
ed in  the  first  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  that  there  was  bo  doubt  about  the 
propriety  of  the  bill.  He  thought  there  was  a  great 
moral  and  political  necessity  for  passing  it;  and  it  ou^ht 
not  to  be  trammelled  to  prevent  that  free  discussion 
which  it  ought  to  receive.  It  was  unusual  to  instruct  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  he  could  not  perceive 
what  extraordinary  reasons  there  could  be  why  the 
House  was  asked  to  adopt  such  a  course.  It  had  been 
said  it  was  possible,  and  had  been  intimated  to  be  proba- 
ble, that  the  President  would  veto  the  bilL  The  House, 
he  said,  ought  to  act  according  to  ita  sense  of  duty* 
without  regard  to  the  opinions  of  any  other  department 
of  the  Government;  and  he  himself  would  not  turn  a 
hair's  breadth  from  what  he  thought  right,  firom  any  ap- 
prehensions or  threatenings  of  what  the  Executive 
might  do. 

Mr.  DICKERSON  rose  to  exptein.  He  said  he  did 
not  know  that  the  Executive  would  veto  the  bill.  He 
had  had  no  conversations  with  the  President;  nor  did  he 
mean  to  ssy  that  any  one  should  be  influenced  by  a 
knowledge  of  his  opinions;  but  if  he  was  opposed  to  a 
part  of  the  bill,  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  secure 
the  passsge  of  that  part  upon  which  there  was  no  doubt. 
Mr.  PATTON  said,  if  there  was  doubt  of  the  consti- 
tutionality of  a  cbuse  of  the  bill,  it  might  be  proper  to 
strike  that  clause  out;  or,  if  the  different  parts  related 
to  totally  distinct  subjects,  it  would  be  a  good  resson  for 
dividing  the  bill.  He,  however,  thought  they  did  not, 
and  he  could  not  see  bow  the  two  propositions  could  be 
separated  .with  any  propriety.  He  thought  that  portion 
of  the  bill  regulating  the  deposites  as  of  the  least  value; 
it  proposed  very  little  alteration  in  the  manner  of  keep- 
ing the  public  money  from  that  now  practically  adopted 
by  the  Department;  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  go  to  the 
eommittee  wiihout  instructions,  so  that  gentlemen  could 
discuss  snd  amend  it. 

Mr.  VINTON  thought  the  instructions,  in  either  shape, 
ought  not  to  prevail;  and  he  went  on  to  point  out  the 
embarrassment  that  would  arise  from  introducing  a  bill 
in  a  manner  so  contrary  to  the  rules  into  the  House,  and 
also  of  the  inconvenience  and  delay  in  sending  such  a 
bill  to  the  SenAte. 
The  question  having  bttn  divided^  wm  taken  first  ou 
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the  commitiDent  of  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  fttte  of  the  Union;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  adopting  the  instructions,  it 
was  dt¥idedy  and  first  taken  on  the  instructions  to  the 
committee  to  separate  the  provisions  of  the  bill  so  as  to 
report  the  first  twelve  sections  thereof  as  one  bill,  and 
the  remaining  three  sections  as  another  bill.  This  ques- 
tion was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

TxAs— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee^Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chancy,  Chap- 
man, Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Cramer, 
Cushman,  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  £f- 
ner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  William  K.  Fuller,  Qal. 
braith,  James  GarUnd,  Gillet,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  0.  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Lansin|f,  Gideon  Lee, 
Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  John 
Y.  llason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Muhlenberg, 
Page,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce,  Phelpn,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Speight, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucev, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey— 96. 

Nats— Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  He- 
man  Allen,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers, 
Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Fowler,  Fry,  Philo  C. 
Fuller,  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Gren- 
nell,  Griffin,  HiUnd  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiestery  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell, 
Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kilgore, 
Kinnard,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Thomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love, 
Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Parker,  Patterson,  Patton,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Beed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Robert- 
son, Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustme  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Slade,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Talia- 
ferro, Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  Webster,  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sberrod  Williams, 
Wise— 120. 

The  question  being  next  on  that  portion  of  the  mo- 
tion making  the  bill  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow at  12  o'clock,  and  every  succeeding  day  tbere- 
aAer  till  disposed  of, 

Mr.  HI  ESTER  moved  to  smend  the  motion  so  as  to 
make  the  bill  the  special  order  for  the  residue  of  this 
day;  which  amendment 

Mr.  DICKERSON  accepted  as  a  modification  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  YANDERPtlEL  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
striking  out  this  day,  so  as  to  leave  the  motion  in  its 
original  form. 

Mr.  H\LL,  of  Maine,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  VixDKapoxL  was  agreed  to:  Yeas 
113,  nays  106. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  embrace  in  the  motion  the 
bill  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this 
House,  for  the  regulation  of  thedepositesin  certain  local 
banks.    Lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Di ckbbcov,  as  amencdcd,  was  then 
agreed  to. 


BANK  LOANS  TO  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  HUNT,  by  general  consent,  offered  the  following 
resolution (  which  was  read: 

Besohedf  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire  wheUi- 
er  any  member  or  members  of  Congress  have  received 
any  accommodation  or  facilities  from  any  person  or  per- 
sons, bank  or  banks,  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  not,  in  obtaining  the  use  of  the  public  money 
for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in  the  purchase  of  the 
public  lands. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  embracing  the  heads  of  Departments,  or 
any  officer  of  the  Government;  which  Mr.  HUNT  accept- 
ed as  a  modification. 

Mr.  BOON  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
further  modified,  so  as  to  inquire  whether  any  member  of 
Congress,  &c.,  had  borrowed  money  from  the  banks 
without  paying  interest  for  it.  * 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
resolution  if  there  was  any  ground  for  a  belief  that  any 
improper  partiality  had  been  exhibited  by  the  deposite 
banks  in  their  transactions  with  members  of  Congress^ 
but  he  was  averse  to  a  general  exploring  expedition. 
He  wanted  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McKAY  took  a  similar  view.  The  adoption  of 
the  resolution  amounted  to  a  tacit  admission  that  some 
members  had  received  accommodations  from  the  deposite 
banks  for  the  purposes  of  speculation .  This  was  a  grave 
charge,  and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced  without  some 
ground  to  go  upon.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman would  inform  the  House  what  was  the  object  of 
the  resolution,  and  the  ground  for  it. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BOULDIN, 

Mr.  HUNT  said  that  every  member  must  have  heard 
rumors,  and  seen  intimations  in  the  public  prints,  that 
certain  members  of  Congress  have  had  the  use  of  the 
public  funds  in  their  private  speculations.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  be  possessed  of  any  more  information  on  ttie 
subject  than  any  other  member.  He  thought  some  in- 
quiry ought  to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  he 
had  therefore  submitted  the  resolution  to  the  disposition 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  could  not  vote  for  this  resolution. 
If  this  committee  was  appointed,  it  must  have  Judicial 
power,  and  it  mast  be  a  sort  of  grand  jury;  and,  in  order 
to  examine  every  member  of  the  House,  they  must  sit 
during  the  recess.  In  fairness  and  impartiality,  ihty 
must  summon  every  member  before  them.  Alter  all, 
what  would  it  amount  to?  Suppose  a  member  has  bor- 
rowed money  of  a  bank,  with  interest  or  without  inter, 
est,  of  what  consequence  is  \i}  There  is  nothing  in  it 
contrary  to  law.  Suppose  it  be  ascertained  that  some' 
forty  or  sixty  members  have  borrowed  money  of  banks 
to  buy  lands;  a  voluminous  document,  costing  some 
thousands  of  dollars,  would  be  published  to  excite  public 
odium  against  those  individuals;  and  there  the  matter 
would  end,  unless,  indeed,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  intended  to  follow  up  bis  motion  by  moving  the 
expulsion  of  such  members.  He  could  not  see  that  it- 
would  be  sufficient  cause  for  expulsion,  for  nothing  waa 
charged  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  House 
must  then  be  converted  into  a  grand  inquest  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  members  accused  must  appear  in  their  de- 
fence at  the  bar  of  the  House,  with  their  witnesses.  Waa 
tliis  a  position  in  which  the  members  of  the  House 
wished  to  be  placed  towards  each  other?  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  highly  desirable  that  they  should  entertain 
towards  each  other  the  kindest  feeling  and  respect. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked  for  some  specification  of  the  aecuo 
sation.  If  there  was  any  ground  for  it,  he  wished  to 
know  it. 
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Mr.  BOON  Mid  the  banks  were  eatablithed  for  the 
public  accommodation,  and  members  of  Congress  had  a 
right  to  borrow  money  from  them,  and  to  buy  lands,  as 
well  as  others.  If  any  corrupt  practices  had  prevailed, 
it  was  a  different  thing,  and  an  investigation  would  be 
proper.     But  nothing  of  this  kind  had  been  alleged. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  advocated  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  at  some  length. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said,  for  his  own  part,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  {  but,  as  the  time 
of  the  House  was  precious,  and  as  it  wanted  but  a  few 
minutes  of  the  hour  aspigned  for  the  House  to  take  a  re- 
cess^ he  moved  the  previous  question;  which  was 
•econded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put,  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  count. 

The  select  committee  was  then  ordered  to  consist  of 
five  members. 

The  hour  of  half  past  two  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
House,  in  pursuance  of  a  former  order,  took  a  recess. 
EvxTiHO  Sxssxoir. 

Mr.  ADAMS  obtained  leave  to  offer  a  resolution  di- 
recting the'Clerk  of  the  House  to  cause  to  be  prepared 
a  copy  of  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States  of  the 
Unioo,  embracing  all  the  amendments  thereto  adopted, 
from  the  declaration  of  independence  till  the  year  1789. 

Mr.  A.,  adverting  to  the  convenience  of  such  » 
book  of  reference  for  the  use  of  Congress,  said  that  no 
complete  work  of  the  kind  had  ever  been  published. 

Mr.  GRAVES  objected  to  the  publication  of  such 
works  at  the  expense  of  the  Government.  Members  who 
desired  to  possess  such  a  compilation,  might  make  it  for 
themselves.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  a  quorum  did  not  vote. 

Subsequently  the  resolution  was  again  taken  up,  a 
quorum  having  appeared. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
include  "  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
articles  of  confederation;"  which  amendment  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  mover. 

Mr.  HARDIN  objected  to  the  resolution,  and  said  we 
had  as  well  publish  copies  of  the  Federalist  and  other 
political  works.  He  moved  to  Isy  the  motion  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to,  69  to  56. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House,  in  further  execution  of  the  special  order 
of  the  day  of  the  26th  of  January,  took  up  the  engrossed 
bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1836. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  that  the  House  resolve  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  upon 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Delaware  break- 
water, the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Military 
Academy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  military  and  other  roads. 

Afler  some  conversation  on  the  order  of  proceeding, 
in  which  it  was  urged  that  these  bills  were  not  embraced 
in  the  special  order  of  the  36th  January, 

The  CHAIR  submitted  the  question  to  the  House 
whether  the  special  order  had  been  executed  or  not;  and 
the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  passed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  for  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  (to  change  the  location  of  a  part 
of  it,}  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  CRANE  spoke,  at  some  length,  on  the  subject, 
and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  KINNARD,  PEARCE  of 
Rhode  Island,  BOON,  MASON  of  Ohio,  VINTON,  and 
WEBSTER.  The  whole  debate  related  to  the  proposed 
change  of  route  in  the  bill. 


Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  rose  amidst  loud  calls  for 
the  question.  He  said  be  did  not  intend  to  make  a 
speech;  but,  as  he  was  in  favor  of  a  straight  route  on  this 
occasion,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  STORER  that  the  House 
would  agree  to  take  the  question,  Mr.  MANN  withdrew 
the  motion;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  passsg^e 
of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  79,  nays  88. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TUBSDAV,  Juvx  31. 
PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 
The  Houde,  at  13  o'clock,  in  pursuance  of  the  special 
order  adopted  yesterday,  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Sura- 
BBLAXS  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  *'  the  regulation  of  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money." 

Mr.  HARRISON  moved  to  amend  the  first  section,  so 
as  to  require  the  assent  of  the  States  to  the  establish- 
ment of  sgencies. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  first  section  which  relates  to  the  establishment  of 
agencies  in  the  States. 

Af^er  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HARRISON  and 
ASHLEY,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  **  as  banks 
ofdeposite."    Lost. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  sec- 
tion, so  as  to  provide  that  no  bank  should  be  selected  as 
a  deposite  bank  which  shall  issue  any  note  of  less  de- 
nomination than  ten  dollars.     Lost. 

Several  other  amendments,  of  lesser  magnitude,  were 
moved  snd  lost. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the  8tb  section, 
the  following  words:  "or  the  public  money  withdrawn 
therefrom."    Lost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentuckv,  moved  an  amendment, 
to  the  effect  that  the  banks  shall  pay  four  per  cent,  in- 
terest on  the  whole  amount  of  the  deposites;  which  was 
lost. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  strike  out  the  11th  sec- 
tion.   Lost. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  13th 
section  of  the  biH,  so  as  to  provide  that  the  distribution 
shall  be  made  in  proportion  to  the  representation  of  the 
people  on  this  floor*  and  upon  this  motion  he  wished, 
he  said,  to  be  heard.  But,  at  the  suggestion  of  some 
gentlemen,  he,  for  the  present,  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  offered  the  following,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  13th  section: 

Sbc.  13.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  money 
which  shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on 
the  1st  6uj  of  January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  such  of  the 
several  States,  In  proportion  to  their  respective  represent- 
ation in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  as  shall  by  law  authorize  their  treasurer, 
or  other  competent  authorities,  to  receive  the  same  on 
the  terms  hereinafter  specified;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such  treasurer,  or 
other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving  certificates  of 
deposite  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  authorities, 
in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
aforesaid;  which  certificates  shall  express  the  usual  and 
legal  obligfations  of  common  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  for  the  safe  keeping  and  repayment  thereof,  and 
shall  pled|^  the  faith  of  the  States  receiving  the  same  to 
pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time 
to  time,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaiury,  for  the  purpofe  of  defi^ying 
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any  wants  of  the  public  Treasury  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  five  millions  aforesaid: 

Promded^  That  if  any  State  declines  to  receive  its  pro- 
portion of  the  surplus  aforesaid,  on  the  terms  before 
named,  the  same  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  be  deposited  with  the  other  States 
agreeing  to  accept  the  same  on  deposite. 

Aad proeided,  furihett  That  when  said  money,  or  any 
part  thereof,  shall  be  wanted  by  said  Secretary  to 
meet  appropriations  made  by  law,  the  same  shall  be 
called  tor  in  ratable  proportions,  within  one  year,  as 
nearly  as  conveniently  m^y  be,  from  the  different  States 
with  which  the  same  is  deposited,  and  shall  not  be  called 
for  in  sums  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  from  any  one 
State,  in  any  one  month,  without  previous  notice  of  thirty 
days  for  every  additional  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  may  be  required. 

Mr.  ANTHONT  said,  the  proposition  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  Senate  bill 
now  before  us,  is  one  which  I  sincerely  hope  will  meet 
with  general  approbation.  This  section  provides  for 
the  deponte  of  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  country  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  and  embraces  a  question 
of  vital  importance  to  the  people— a  question  in  which 
every  member  of  this  House  has  a  deep  and  abiding  in- 
terest. We  should,  therefore,  carefully  deliberate  on 
the  best  means  to  effect  the  object  we  have  in  view{  and 
it  should  be  our  earnest  endeavor,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
harmonize  andunite  conflicting  opinionsi  to  obviate,  as 
far  as  practicable,  prejudices  u'om  every  quarter;  and, 
without  compromitting  any  principle,  to  modify  and 
amend  the  bill  in  such  manner  that  it  may  become  the 
law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  A.  then  proceeded  to  remark,  that  he  considered 
the  ratio  of  distribution  adopted  by  the  Senate  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Government, 
whereby  taxation  and  representation  went  hand  in  band; 
and  he  therefore  believed  that  representation  and  dis- 
tribution should  be  in  the  same  ratio.  He  had  accord- 
ingly stricken  out  the  « Senate"  from  his  amendment, 
being  satisfied  that  the  relative  proportion  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  would  approximate  nearer  to  justice 
than  any  other  mode  of  distribution  which  could  be 
adopted,  unless  we  resorted  to  a  new  enumeration.  He 
was,  however,  willing  to  admit,  that  as  some  of  the  small 
States  had  large  fractions,  and  others  had  rapidly  in- 
creased, and  perhaps  doubled  their  population,  since  the 
last  census,  they  would  have  somp  reason  to  complain 
that  they  did  not  receive  a  fair  andequal  proportion,  by 
allowing  them  only  their  representative  share. 

He  proceeded  to  discuss  this  question  at  some  length, 
but  at  the  suggestion  of  many  of  his  friends,  who  were 
fearful  that  an  adherence  to  this  change  would  defeat 
the  amendment  in  ioto,  he  afterwards  restored  the  "  Sen- 
ate," so  as  to  make  it  correspond  in  that  respect  with 
the  bill  as  it  came  to  the  House,  remarking  that  if  any 
other  member  should  thereafter  renew  U)e  motion  to 
strikeout  the  *' Senate,"  it  would  receive  his  cordial 
support. 

Mr.  A.  then  said,  the  bill  before  the  committee  pro- 
vides that  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  Ist 
of  January,  1837»  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several 
States  in  the  nature  of  a  loan,  for  which  certificates  are 
to  be  given  by  the  States,  subject  to  transfer  and  sale 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  "  whenever  it  shall 
be  necessary  to  meet  appropriations  made  by  Congress." 

The  substitute  differs  from  the  original  section  in  this: 
that  it  authorizes  a  deposite  of  the  money  with  the  re- 
spective States,  ««to  be  safely  kept  by  them)  and  the 
faith  of  the  States  is  pledged  to  repay  the  same,  when 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  defray 
the  wants  of  the  public  Treasury."    The  committee 


will  perceive  that  instead  of  a  loan  to  the  States,  with 
authority  .to  the  United  States  to  sell  and  assign  the  se- 
curity, and  thus  transfer  the  debt  to  private  individuals 
or  corporate  bodies,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  origi- 
nal section,  the  substitute  merely  deposites  the  money 
for  safe  keeping,  to  be  used  by  the  States  receiving  it» 
till  required  for  the  necessities  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  national  purposes.  It  avoids  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  a  sale  of  State  certificates  to  stockjobbers 
and  speculators,  as  it  fairly  distributes  the  surplus 
throughout  every  member  of  our  confederacy,  taking 
their  several  pledges  for  the  repayment,  when  called 
for,  in  moderate  instalments. 

Another  difference  in  the  two  propositions  is,  that  by 
the  Senate  bill,  after  a  sale  and  assignment  of  those  cer- 
tificates, •*  they  shall  be  subject  to  and  shall  bear  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum;"  but  in  the  amend- 
ment they  are  to  bear  no  interest  whatever.  This  part 
of  the  amendment,  I  trust,  will  be  aocepUble  to  the 
committee,  as  it  makes  the  States  liable  to  the  national 
Government  alone  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 
sum  deposited,  and  not  subject,  in  any  event,  to  pay 
interest. 

The  next  point  of  difference  is,  that  by  the  original 
section  the  *' certificates  are  redeemable  at  the  plea^ 
ure  of  the  States  issuing  the  same,"  whereas  in  the  sub- 
stitute the  States  are  pledged  to  pay  after  notice  is  given 
by  the  Treasury  Department  that  the  money  is  required 
to  meet  appropriations.  Should  the  necessities  of  the 
Treasury  demand  a  portion  of  the  distributed  surplus  t6 
be  restored  to  its  vaults,  if  the  States  could  redeem  at 
pleasure,  the  only  mode  of  replenishing  the  Treasury 
from  this  source  would  be  by  a  sale  of  those  certificates 
of  deposite;  hence  arose  the  necessity,  if  that  plan  were 
adopted,  to  make  them  assignable,  and  to  bear  an  in- 
terest of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  after  assignment;  but 
as  they,  by  the  proposed  amendment,  are  to  be  without 
interest,  and  are  not  transferable,  it  necessarily  follows 
that  whenever  the  money  is  needed  to  meet  appropria- 
tions, for  which  there  are  not  other  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury, the  States  are  bound  in  honor,  as  well  as  by  their 
«« legal  obligations,"  to  restore  whatever  sum  is  neces- 
sar}',  in  proporiion  to  the  amount  held  by  them  respect- 
ively, upon  due  notice  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

These  modifications  and  alterations  of  the  13th  section 
make  the  bill  what  its  title  purports  to  be,  viz:  **To 
regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money."  They 
place  the  common  treasure  of  the  people  in  the  hands 
of  their  State  representatives,  to  be  applied  by  them  to 
internal  improvement,  to  education,  and  many  other  ob- 
jects of  great  importance.  By  disposing  of  the  money 
in  this  manner,  it  takes  from  the  deposite  banks  immense 
sums  which  either  lie  unproductive  in  their  vaults,  or 
are  loaned  for  purposes  too  often  of  hazardous  trade, 
and  sometimes  or  unwarrantable  speculation.  The 
whole  community  will  be  benefited  by  the  distribution, 
as  it  will  circulate  through  every  section  of  the  Union, 
while  at  present  it  is  principally  confined  to  the  com- 
mercial cities,  where  the  revenue  is  mostly  received,  and 
where  the  deposite  banks  are  generally  located.  It  will 
prevent  extravagant  expenditures  and  lavish  appropria- 
tions of  the  public  money,  as  every  State  will  be  inter- 
ested in  preserving  that  economy  which  teaches  us  to 
husband  our  resources,  and  not  to  squander  them  on 
works  of  doubtful  utility.  We  shall  learn  the  trite 
though  true  maxim, 

«•  Nalliw  tantui  qusBstas,  quam  quod  habes  parcorc." 

The  attention  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  was  at- 
tracted to  the  subject  of  the  surplus  revenue  soon  after 
the  election  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  In  hia 
first  annual  message  to  Congress,  on  the  8th  Deeember, 
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1839,  the  President,  in  speaking  of  the  ritufttion  of  the 
financial  concerns  of  our  country,  aays: 

«« After  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  it  is  not 
probable  that  any  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  upon  princi- 
ples satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  will,  until  a 
remote  period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Goremment  without  a 
considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  what  may 
be  required  for  its  current  service.  As,  then,  the  period 
approaches  when  the  application  of  the  revenue  to  the 
payment  of  debt  will  cease,  the  disposition  of  the  surplus 
will  present  a  subject  for  the  serious  deliberation  of 
Congress;  and  it  may  be  fortunate  for  the  country  that  it 
is  yet  to  be  decided.  Considered  in  connexion  with  the 
diiBculties  which  have  heretofore  attended  appropria- 
tions for  purposes  of  interna]  improvement,  and  with 
those  which  this  experience  tells  us  will  certainly  arise, 
whenever  power  over  such  subjects  may  be  exercised 
by  the  General  Government,  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  lead 
to  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which  will  reconcile  the 
diversified  interests  of  the  States,  and  strengthen  the 
bonds  which  unite  them.  Every  member  of  the  Union, 
in  peace  and  in  war,  will  be  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment of  inland  navigation,  and  the  construction  of  high- 
ways in  the  several  States.  Let  us,  then,  endeavor  to 
attain  this  benefit  in  a  mode  which  will  be  satisfactory  to 
all.  That  hitherto  adopted  has,  by  many  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  been  deprecated  as  an  infraction  of  the  constitu- 
tion, while  by  others  it  has  been  viewed  as  inexpedient. 
All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  at  the  expense  of  har- 
mony in  the  legislative  councils. 

«•  To  avoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most 
safe,  just,  and  federal  disposition  which  could  be  made 
of  the  surplus  revenue  would  be  its  apportionment  among 
the  several  States,  according  to  their  ratio  of  representa- 
tion; and  should  this  measure  not  be  found  warranted  by 
the  constitution,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  propose 
to  the  States  an  amendment  authorising  it." 

Pennsylvania  having  engaged  In  an  extensive  system 
of  internal  improvement,  which  required  large  sums  of 
money  to  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the 
expensive  works  under  contract,  and  completing  them 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  resorted  to  loans  to  meet 
the  heavy  annual  expenditure  which  this  magnificent 
•project  required.  As  every  year  added  to  the  liabilities 
of  the  State,  and  the  national  Treasury  would  in  a  short 
time  be  relieved  from  the  public  debt,  much  solicitude 
was  felt  in  relation  to  the  disposition  of  the  surplus 
which  would  accrue  beyond  the  current  expenses  of  the 
country. 

The  citizens  of  the  *<  Ke^  Stone"  having  assisted  to 
elevate  the  present  Executive  to  that  station  which  he 
now  fills  with  so  much  honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  the  people,  received  with  heartfelt  pleasure  the  mes- 
sage announcing  his  opinion  *Mhat  the  most  safe,  just, 
and  federal  disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  would  be  its  apportionment  among  the 
several  States,  according  to  their  ratio  of  representa- 
tion;" and  although  he,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  a 
doubt  whether  such  a  disposition  was  warranted  by  the 
constitution,  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  expedient 
to  amend  it,  to  remove  that  doubt;  yet  the  situation  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  her  accumulating  debt,  was  such, 
that  all  parties  concurred  in  the  hope  that  these  doubts 
would  be  removed  when  the  time  for  distribution  arrived, 
and  that  we  should  receive  our  ahare  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue, and  thus  be  relieved  from  a  portion  of  the  in- 
creasing debt  which  the  improvement  system  had  cre- 
ated. 

Having,  at  the  period  to  which  I  allude,  been  chosen 
by  the  citizens  of  my  native  State  to  represent  them  in 
another  place,  (the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, )  I  was  among 
those  who  heartily  responded  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
r reatdeot ;  and  two  of  my  colleagues  Qn  this  floor  [Idr.  Hu>- 
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LXB  and  Mr.  MoiiBis]asnsted  me  in  passing  the  following 
resolution,  which,  according  to  my  recollection,  receivra 
almost,  if  not  altogether,  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
that body: 

'*  Baolved,  as  the  sense  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  that  as  soon  as  the  national  debt  shall  be 
paid,  the  most  equitable  and  just  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
surplus  funds  which  may  remain  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  after  defraying  the  ordinary  expenaes  of 
the  Government,  and  the  payment  of  appropriations 
which  may  be  made  to  objects  of  great  nationii  impor- 
tance, will  be  by  a  distribution  amongst  the  several 
States,  In  proportion  to  their  representation  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

«  Approved,  April  2d,  1831. 

••GEORGE  WOLF.'* 

The  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  distribute  the 
surplus  funds  of  the  Treasury  among  the  States  had  not 
at  that  time  been  examined  with  that  care  and  scrutiny 
which  it  afterwards  received.  Although  the  President 
had  intimated  its  unconstitutionality,  and  saggested  **  an 
appeal  to  the  source  of  power  as  among  the  most  sacred 
of  all  our  obligations,"  yet  it  was  not  till  his  veto  of  the 
land  bill  of  Mr.  Clay  that  his  views  on  this  constitutional 
question  became  generally  understood.  Since  that  period 
a  difference  of  opinion  has  existed,  and  still  exists, 
throughout  the  community,  on  this  all-important  sub- 
ject; and  I  feel  that  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  attempt 
its  discussion  on  the  present  occasion.  Let  our  object 
rather  be  to  avoid  difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  this 
nature,  and  pursue  such  a  course  as  will  be  sanctioned 
by  every  branch  of  our  legislative  department.  Let  us 
steer  clear  of  constitutional  objections  from  any  quarter, 
and  adopt  such  provisions  as  will  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  States,  without  affecting  the  wholesome  action  of 
the  General  Government. 

The  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
I  have  read,  reiterates  and  sanctions  the  liberal,  patri- 
otic, and  enlightened  views  of  the  Executive  of  the  Union, 
without  expressing  any  opinion  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  measure.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  expected  that  I 
have  so  far  forgotten  the  part  I  took  in  the  passage  of 
that  resolution,  as  to  be  now  opposed  to  a  constitutions! 
disposition  of  the  surplus  money  of  the  Treasury.  Every 
one  must  admit  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  depos- 
ite  banks  and  placed  in  the  power  of  the  people,  to 
whom  it  properly  belongs,  and  who  can  safely  apply  it 
to  such  State  objects  as  will  increase  their  wealth  and 
advance  their  prosperity,  and  thus  add  to  the  strength 
and  stability  of  the  whole  confederacy. 

The  next  expression  of  public  sentiment  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  reference  to  the  surplus  revenue, '.will  be  found 
in  the  proceedings  of  our  Legislature,  when  Clay's 
land  bill  was  under  discussion  in  this  House  during  the 
session  of  1833-'3.  It  was  a  subject  which  elicited  the 
attention  and  addressed  itself  to  the  judgment  of  every 
legislator;  one  in  which  it  became  the  doty  of  the  repre- 
sentative to  ascertain  and  proclaim  the  opinion  and 
wishes  of  his  constituents.  On  this  absorbing  question 
there  was  no  mistaking  the  popular  will;  the  same  per- 
vading sentiment  existed  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
that  prevailed  in  1831;  and  again  we  find  the  Leglsla- 
ture  of  Pennsylvania  speaking  emphatically,  and  with 
great  unanimity,  the  same  language  that  they  had  for- 
merly used. 

The  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  would,  in  a  short 
time,  be  no  longer  necessary  to  defray  our  national  bur- 
dens; and  the  question  of  distribution  among  the  States 
addressed  itself  to  their  consideration;  they  accordingly 
imbodied  their  sentiments  in  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution: 

« Whereas  the  period  is  fast  approtcbing  when,  by 
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mttns  of  the  revenue  arising^  from  bank  stock*  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  public  lands,  the  national  debt 
will  be  extinguished,  and  there  will  be  a  surplus  in  the 
national  Treasury,  aAer  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  Government:  And  whereas  the  United  States  ac- 
quired their  title. to,  and  jurisdiction  over,  the  public 
lands  by  the  cessions  of  several  of  the  States,  made  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  Union,  and  by  purchase  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  General  Government,  and  the  said 
lands  thus  acquired  form  a  part  of  the  national  stock, 
and  furnish  an  important  branch  of  the  public  revenues 
applicable  to  the  relief  of  the  public  burdens:  And 
whereas,  on  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States,  the  revenues  drawn  from  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  will  be  no  longer  required  for  the  pur- 
poses  of  the  General  Government,  and  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  they  should  be  distributed  among  the  seve- 
ral States:  And  whereas  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in- 
volves a  question  of  national  property  and  national  policy, 
on  V'hich  it  is  proper  for  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  State  to  express  an  opinion:    Therefore,  be  it 

**  Beached  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Bepreeeniativee 
of  the  CommonweaUhofPennsylvaniot  That,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  this  Legislature,  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  when  no  longer  required  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  ou^t  to  be  distributed 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  in  just  and 
equitable  proportions^  and  any  proper  measure  calcula- 
ted to  effect  this  object  will  meet  our  cordial  appro- 
bation." 

«« Approved,  26th  February,  1833." 

This  preamble  and  resolution  were  laid  before  Congress 
on  the  Ist  of  March,  1833,  and  on  tbe  next  day  the  final 
question  was  taken  on  the  land  bill;  and  although  the 
Pennsylvania  delegation  in  Congress  were  not  bound  by 
this  expression  of  the  SUte  Legislature,  as  they  were 
equally  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
yet  it  is  remarkable  with  what  unusual  unanimity  the 
whole  delegation  (save  one  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia) 
gave  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 

At  the  next  session  the  President  gave  his  reasons  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  he  had  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  before,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the 
session  at  which  it  passed.  Whether  he  was  right  or 
wrong,  it  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  inquire,  as  tbe  pres- 
ent plan  of  disposing  of  tbe  surplus  renders  the  inquiry 
wholly  unnecessary  at  this  time.  Nor  do  I  wish  to  be 
understood  to  say  that  I  approve  of  raising  money  from 
the  sales  of  public  lands,  or  from  a  tariff  on  imports, 
for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it  among  the  States;  on 
the  contrary,  1  believe  that  the  States  ought  not  to  look 
to  the  National  Government  for  pecuniary  aid;  they 
should  depend  on  their  own  resources  to  carry  on  their 
improvements  and  supply  their  several  wants.  But  a 
number  of  causes  have  combined  to  swell  the  funds  of 
the  public  Treasury  to  an  extravsgant  amount,  and  the 
question  naturally  arises,  what  shall  be  done  with  the 
surplus  beyond  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  country? 
If  it  remains  dormant  in  tbe  banlcs,  iU.accumulation  will 
embarrass  trade  and  seriously  affect  the  mercantile  com- 
munity.  If  loaned  to  individAials  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
deposite  banks,  the  benefits  to  result  will  at  least  be  par- 
tial. If  squandered  on  public  national  works,  it  would 
in  all  probabilitjr  lead  to  a  wasteful  extravagance.  The 
■afest  and  most  judicious  course  would  seem  to  be,  to  de- 
posite the  excess  with  the  States,  and  to  provide  that  in 
future  the  revenues  of  the  country  shall  not  be  suffered 
to  accumulate  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

I  have  referred  to  the  proceedings  of  our  State  Legis- 
lature, and  to  the  votes  of  my  predecessors  here,  to 
•how  the  cordUl  understanding  that  existed  in  favor  of 


distribution,  while  the  destinies  of  Pennsylvania  were  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  were  the  warm  and  devoted 
friends  of  the  present  national  Executive;  but  before  I 
conclude,  in  order  to  show  that  all  parties  concur  in 
these  sentiments,  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  what  has  been  done  since  the  sceptre  has  depart- 
ed from  the  democracy  of  our  State,  and  been  placed  in 
hands  in  which,  although  1  possess  little  confidence,  and 
therefore  pay  but  slight  attention  to  their  request,  yet, 
as  emanating  from  a  majority  of  the  State  Legislature,  it 
merits  a  proper  and  respectful  consideration. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1836,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution  passed  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  transmitted  by  the  Governor  to  the  delegation 
in  Congress: 

<<  Whereas,  by  the  official  statements  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  of  the  United  States,  it  appears  there 
will  be  an  unappropriated  balance  in  the  Treasury, 
above  tbe  ordinary  demands  of  the  Government,  subject 
to  the  action  of  Congress  during  the  present  session: 
And  urhereas  it  is  presumed  that  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
will  not  suffer  the  fund  to  accumulate  in  the  Treasury, 
without  devising  means  by  which  it  can  be  usefully  em- 
ployed for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  this  Union:  And 
whereas  some  of  our  sister  States  deny  to  Congress  the 
constitutional  power  of  making  internal  improvementa  ip 
the  several  States,  while  all  seem  to  admit  the  power  and 
propriety  of  distributing  the  proceeds  arising,  or 
which  nuy  have  arisen,  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  amongst  the  several  States,  subject  to  the  control 
of  their  respective  Legislatures:  And  whereas  the  pro- 
portion to  which  Pennsylvania  would  be  entitled,  should 
such  distribution  be  maqe,  would  enable  her  to  complete 
her  public  works,  and  establish  a  fund  for  the  support  of 
common  schools,  which  would  preclude  the  necessity  of 
taxation  for  either  purpose:  And  whereas  it  is  the  poli- 
cy of  our  Government  to  guard  against  the  increase  of 
executive  patronage,  and  especially  against  the  accumu- 
lation of  large  sums  of  money  in  the  Treasury  unappro- 
priated: And  whereas  a  very  large  proportion  of  sur- 
plus revenue  arises  from  tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
the  joint  property  of  all  the  States,  which  ia  regarded  as 
a  source  of  revenue  which  ought  to  be  applied  in  the 
promotion  of  education,  by  establishing  a  system  of  com- 
mon schools,  to  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement, 
or  such  purposes  as  will  best  promote  the  interests 
of  the  Slates,  respectively:    Therefore, 

••Beaolved  by  the  Senate  and  Rouu  of  Bepresentatives 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  m  General  Asaem* 
bly  met.  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  our  Representatives  be  recommended,  to  use  their 
influence  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  distribute 
the  proceeds  arising,  or  which  msy  have  arisen,  from  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  amongst  the  several  States,  io 
proportion  to  the  number  of  members  from  each  State 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States." 

Not  content,  however,  with  these  instructions  and  rec- 
ommendations in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  the  same 
Legislature,  only  a  few  days  since,  at  an  extra  session, 
again  directed  our  attention  to  tbe  distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenue. 

On  the  16th*June,  1836,  resolutions  were  passed,  from 
which  1  select  those  which  have  a  particuUr  reference  to 
the  subject  before  the  committee.    They  are  as  follows: 

**Beaohed,  That  this'General  Assembly  consider  tbe 
proposition  btely  made  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  invest  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  nation  in 
stocks  issued  by  the  States,  as  a  measure  fraught  with 
danger,  calculated  to  give  the  Federal  Government  a 
power  which,  if  wielded  by  corrupt  hands,  would  be  in- 
imical to  the  liberties  of  the  country  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, and  under  all  circumstances  injurious.  It  may  be 
properly  characterized  as  one  of  those  meaaures^  '  in 
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fiscal  lyitems  and  arrangements  which  keeps  a  host  of 
[commercial  and]  wealthy  indiyiduals  imbodied  and 
obedient  to  the  mandates  of  the  Treasury;'  and  it  would 
give  to  the  Federal  Government  a  decided  influence  in 
the  councils  of  such  States  as  it  might  be  thought  ezpedi* 
ent  to  win  to  its  purposes.  It  would  foster  and  encour- 
age a  system  of  gambling  and  speculation  in  stocks,  giv- 
ing to  the  agents  of  the  Government  the  opportunity  of 
employing  the  public  money  to  promote  private  inter- 
ests, to  reward  corrupt  favorites,  and  to  acquire  an  in- 
terest among  the  community,  leading  to  servile  devotion 
to  those  clothed  with  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

**jRe9olved,  Tl^at  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instruct- 
ed, and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  vote  against 
any  bill  for  investing  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United 
States  in  stocks  issued  or  authorized  by  the  respective 
States,  believing  that  the  most  safe,  just,  and  federal 
disposition  which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue 
would  be  Its  apportionment  among  the  several  States." 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  period  of  six  years,  when- 
ever the  subject  has  been  agitated  io  Pennsylvania,  we 
perceive  a  fpoweul,  may  I  not  say  an  overwhelming,  ex- 
pression of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  distribution, 
whether  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  or  other 
sources  of  revenue.  This  public  sentiment,  sanctioned 
and  reiterated  by  so  many  Legislatures,  it  is  my  pride 
and  pleasure  to  carry  into  effect,  as  fiir  as  my  bumble  ef- 
forts will  admit;  and  I  do  earnestly  hope  that  the  friends 
of  the  measure  will  unite  with  me  and  go  for  the  pro- 
posed amendment.  Unanimity  is  of  the  first  importance 
in  the  present  crisis.  By  adopting  the  proposition  I  have 
submitted,  we  may  prevent  opposition  to  the  bill  from 
any  quarter,  and  this  desirable  object  can  only  be  at- 
tained by  mutual  concession  and  forbearance.  The  prin- 
ciples of  distribution  are  not  essentially  changed,  pndthe 
only  important  alterations  are,  that  it  makes  the  States 
depositories  of  the  public  money,  instead  of  receivers  on 
loan;  that  the  certificates  are  not  assignable,  and  bear  no 
interest,  instead  of  being  subject  to  sale  and  transfer,  and 
to  the  payment  of  interest  after  assignment;  and  that 
the  money  is  to  be  restored  to  the  national  Treasury 
when  required  by  the  Government,  instead  of  being  re- 
deemable at  the  pleasure  of  the  respective  States. 

In  a  measure  so  deeply  interesting  to  the  country,  we 
should  not  differ  on  minor  points,  if  the  principal  object 
can  be  obtained.  The  situation  of  the  nation  is  peculiar- 
ly embarrassing,  because  we  have  an  overflowing  Treasu- 
ry, and  the  difficulty  arises  how  to  dispose  of  the  money. 
Let  us  deposite  it  with  the  States  in  such  manner  that 
each  may  enjoy  a  share  of  its  benefits — that  each  may  be 
enabled  to  advance  in  prosperity  and  improvement  with 
the  other  members  of  the  confederacy: 
"  Grow  with  their  growtb|  and  strengthen  with  their  strengtij." 

These  are  the  reasons  by  which  I  have  been  actuated 
in  offering  my  amendment. 

If  a  majority  of  the  committee  shall  determine  to  re- 
ject the  substitute,  as  a  friend  to  the  bill,  I  will  still  cling 
to  its  support,  though  I  am  fearful  it  will  not  become  a 
law;  but  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  I  feel  confident 
that  it  will  promote  union  and  harmonv  in  every  quarter, 
and  that  the  best,  the  fondest  hopes  of  the  friends  of  dis- 
tribution will  be  realized.  With  these  remarks,  I  sub- 
mit my  proposition  to  the  consideration  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  will  cheerfully  abide  by  the  result. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  had  heard  it  remarked  that 
the  amendment  was  proposed  with  a  view  of  defeating 
the  bill.  Such  was  not  the  fact.  It  was  offered  in  good 
faith,  and  went  to  obviate  the  objections  of  many  mem- 
bers to  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  secure  their 
Bupport.  He  would  also  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
lu^ge  States  not  to  press  the  amendment  in  relation  to 


the  representation  in  the  Senate.  It  eould  make  but  a 
trifling  variation  of  a  few  thousand  dollars,  and  would 
give  the  large  States  nothing  to  brag  of.  He  thouriit  it 
would  be  the  most  important  act  of  legislation  of  the 
session  to  pass  the  amendment,  and  he  knew  it  would 
secure  the  votes  of  many  persons  now  opposed  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said,  ss  the  bill  now  stands,  all  SUtes 
having  ten  members  and  under  will  be  gainers  by  the 
bill.  The  States  having  ten  members  will,  by  the  bill, 
receive  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  head;  if  the  amendment 
is  made,  all  States  having  eleven  members  will  have  two 
dollars  and  a  quarter  per  head.  There  were,  he  said, 
eighteen  States  having  under  ten  members,  and  ten  hav- 
ing over  eleven  members;  and  he  thought  the  alteration 
would  operate  hardly  upon  some  of  the  small  States. 
After  some  observations  upon  the  operation  of  the  bill 
upon  particular  States,  he  thought  it  would,  on  the 
whole,  operate  as  equally  as  any  thing  that  could  be  de- 
vised. He  had  no  great  objection  to  the  amendment, 
but  he  thought  it  better  to  take  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  PE  ARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  in  fiivor  of  the 
amendment,  because  he  thought  it  would  tend  to  pre- 
vent stockjobbing,  which  would  take  place  in  case  the 
stock  should  be  offered  for  sale  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  referred  to  the  amendment  as  respected 
the  exclusion  of  the  senatorial  representation.  He  said 
the  small  States  did  not,  in  the  House,  stand  upon  an 
equal  advantage,  but  in  the  Senate  they  had  the  greater 
power,  numbering  fifteen  to  nine  in  the  representation; 
and  if  this  provision  had  been  made,  as  was  right,  with 
a  view  to  the  advantage  of  the  small  States,  then  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed  they  would  give  it  up  without  discus- 
sion, and  perhaps  the  bill  would  be  lost,  which  be  con- 
sidered a  much  greater  evil  than  the  inequality  of  dis- 
tribution. He  then  went  into  an  examination  of  the  ef- 
fect of  the  bill  and  amendment  upon  several  States,  and 
thought  it  more  proper  to  make  the  distribution  upon 
federal  numbers,  according  to  the  census  of  1830.  He 
thought,  also,  if  some  apparent  injustice  would  be  done 
to  the  large  SUtea  by  the  original  bill,  still  more  would 
be  done  to  the  small  States  by. adopting  a  different 
course. 

Mr.  P.  gave  way  to  permit  Mr.  ANTHONY  to  restore 
the  words  <*  Senate  and,"  so  as  to  remove  the  objec- 
tion which  had  been  raised;  upon  which  Mr.  P.  took 
his  seat. 

Mr.  MILLER,  af\er  some  observations  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  spoke  of  the  differetit  effect  of  the  amendment, 
which  would  call  upon  the  States  to  pledge  their  faith  to 
pay  the  money  upon;the  warrant  of  the  Treasurer.  He 
then  sdverted  to  the  causes  which  had  produced  the  sur- 
plus; and  alluded  to  such  a  disposition  of  the  public 
lands,  and  such  a  reduction  of  the  tariff',  as  should  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  a  similar  state  of  things.  He  did 
not  think  any  one  could  object  to  the  proposition  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  money  should  be  called  for  by  the 
Treasurer,  only  "for  want  of  other  money  in  the 
Treasury." 

Mr.  y.  said,  without  the  restriction,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  might  call  for  this  money  when  there  was 
still  money  in  the  Treasury,  which  he  thought  was  not 
proper  nor  intended. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  was  not  in  fiivor  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Viir- 
Tov,]  because  he  considered  the  original  amendment 
abundantly  strong  and  guarded. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amendment 
wa>  lost. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment.    He  said  it  proposed  to  deposite  the 
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money  with  (he  States,  subject  to  the  draft  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  such  draft  must  be  met  in  money,  which  made 
it  purely  a  matter  of  deposite.  The  original  bill  crea- 
ted a  State  debt,  which,  if  the  General  Government 
wanted  the  money,  they  must  go  into  the  market  and 
•ell,  and  it  would  forever  after  be  irredeemable.  He 
objected  to  this  course,  and  thought  the  plan  proposed 
in  the  amendment  far  better. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  was  also  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. He  was  opposed  to  raising,  in  any  way,  a  State 
stock,  and  li«  thought  the  amendment  would  render  the 
bill  more  palatable  to  every  portion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, in  order  to  provide  for  distribution,  in  proportion 
to  federal  numbers,  according  to  the  last  census.    Lost. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  be  was  reluctant  to 
detain  the  committee,  impatient  as  they  were,  but  it  was 
his  imperious  duty  to  oppose  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  amendment.  He  held  the  principle  of  compromise 
m  high  respect,  but  be  would  not  compromise  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.  What  were  we  about  to  do? 
To  rack  and  destroy  the  principles  of  our  confederation, 
and  to  consolidate  the  powers  of  the  Government.  The 
amendment  was  even  more  favorable  to  the  States  than 
the  original  proposition,  for  it  gave  the  money,  on  de- 
posite, without  interest.  He  would  not,  without  disre- 
garding all  sense  of  duty,  support  this  compromise. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  be  knew  nothing  shout  the  com- 
promise,  who  made  it,  or  who  was  to  ratify  it|  but  he 
was  unable  to  see  any  difference,  in  principle,  between 
the  amendment  and  the  section  as  it  stood  in  the  bill. 
He  should  vote  for  the  bill,  even  if  the  amendment 
should  be  adopted,  seeing  no  more  objection  to  one 
proposition  than  to  the  other. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  be  should  vote  for  the 
Amendment,  but  not  for  the  bill.  But  if  the  bill  passed, 
as  undoubtedly  it  would,  by  a  Urge  majority,  he  would 
rather  have  It  passed  in  the  form  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania.  The  amendment,  it  seemed 
to  him,  would  be  doing  the  thing  in  a  little  move  direct 
form  than  the  other  mode  proposed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  took  the  floor;  but,  it  being  half  past 
two  o'clock,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  House  took  a 
recess  till  four  o'clock. 

Evxirive  Ssssiov. 

The  deposite  bill  (from  the  Senate)  being  still  under 
consideration — 

The  question  pending  being  tbe  motion  proposed  by 
Mr.  Ajttbokt,  to  substitute  his  proposition  for  the  13th 
section  of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Ahthort  having  modified 
bis  proposition  so  as  to  retain  the  ratio  of  distribution 
proposed  by  the  Senate— 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  ADAMS,  GRAN- 
GER, SPEIGHT,  and  WISE,  took  part, 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  in- 
serting, after  the  words  *•  United  States,"  the  word  "  un- 
appropriated."   Lost. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 
modified  his  amendment  bv  inserting  the  words  <'to 
pledge  the  faith  of  tbe  State  for  the  safe  keeping  thereof.  ** 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  WISE  and  LOVE, 
Mr.  Ahthoitt's  amendment,  as  modified,  was  adopted: 
Yeas  123,  nays  50.  *^ 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  clause  of 
the  eighth  section,  and  supported  the  motion  with  some 
remarks.    Lost. 

Mr.  MANN,  qf  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  «•  and  Senate,"  from  the  section  ss  amended,  so  as 
to  cause  the  surplus  to  be  distributed  according  to  fed- 
eral numbers. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  it  was  with  the  deepest  reluc- 
tance that  be  felt  constrained  to  trespass  upon  the 


time  of  the  committee  for  one  moment;  and  he  as- 
sured them  that  nothing  but  the  responsibility  of  the 
vote  which  he  was  about  to  give,  in  common  with  every 

Senlleman  upon  the  floor,  a  responsibility  which  be 
eemed  greater  than  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  represent* 
ative  of  the  people  since  the  ever-memorable  4th  of 
July,  1776,  could  inspire  him  with  courage  to  rise  up  in 
this  excited  House  and  ask  them  to  pause — to  hear  before 
thev  strike^to  reflect  before  they  act)  because  that 
action  may  aflTect,  foi  weal  or  for  wo,  the  wel&re^of  our 
country,  beyond  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

I  am  (said  Mr.  M.)  assured  by  every  thing  before 
me,  by  the  very  impatience  of  honorable  gentlemen  to 
divide  the  golden  prize,  that  I  am  asking  their  attention 
when  it  is  inconvenient  for  them  to  give  it  to  me;  yet  their 
courtesy  to  me  has  thus  far  been  such  as  will  compel 
me  to  omit  saying  much  that  I  have  intended  for  this 
occasion,  and  to  touch  but  briefly  only  a  few  points 
which  I  shall  claim  the  right  to  illustrate  more  fully  in 
the  remarks  I  intend  to  submit  through  the  press  to  my 
constituents.  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  I  am  inform- 
ed that  this  substitute  for  the  13lh  section  of  the  bill,  as  it 
came  down  from  the  Senate,  is  the  result  of  a  compro- 
mise among  the  friends  of  the  administration  upon  this 
floor,  and  that  it  equally  meets  the  views  of  many  of  its 
opponents.  Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  M.  had  ex- 
amined it  with  a  heartfelt  desire  to  yield  his  assent  to 
it  if  possible.  He  would  sacrifice  as  much  to  the  spirit 
of  compromise  as  was  possible  for  him  in  cases  of  dis- 
agreement; and,  where  no  great  principle  was  involved, 
would  always  freely  and  willingly  surrender  his  poor 
opinion  to  the  better  judgment  of  bis  cotemporaries. 
But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  there  is  a  point,  beyond  which 
to  go  becomes  a  crime  against  God  and  man;  and  he 
feared  that  we  were  now  approaching  that  very  point. 
No  coosiderations  of  mere  temporary  advantage  or  In- 
convenience should  have  any  influence  upon  us  to  vio- 
late the  boundaries  of  the  constitution,  which  is  the 
panoply  and  shield  of  our  Union.  But  I  am  told  that 
this  messure  is  merely  to  deposite  the  surplus  revenues 
of  this  Government  with  the  States,  to  be  drawn  for  at 
pleasure  as  an  ordinary  deposite,  and  therefore  is  not 
liable  to  any  constitutional  objection. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  that  such  is  the  form 
of  the  provision;  but  who  among  us  does  not  feel  and 
know  that  to  this  provision  is  annexed  a  mental  ([  will 
not  say  a  fraudulent)  reservation,  that  the  money  is  never 
to  be  returned  to  our  Treasury?  The  States  are  to  be 
the  recipients  of  your  bounty,  by  a  vioUtion,  as  1  intend 
to  show,  of  the  spirit  of  your  constitution,  under  **  false 
pretences."  I  am,  sir,  bound  to  speak  boldly  on  this 
occasion,  and  call  things  by  their  right  names.  We  are 
dividing  the  spoils  of  a  vanquished  friend,  the  constitu- 
tion—the spoils  of  a  vanquished  country — among  our  al- 
lies, the  States,  to  purchase  and  secure  their  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  that  constitution  which  ourselves  will  have 
trampled  under  our  unholy  feet,  until  ere  long  it  will 
cease  to  be  a  barrier  to  the  accomplishment  of  any  pur- 
poses which,  to  honorable  members  of  this  House, 
may  seem  necessary  or  eipedient.  Such  has  been  the 
fate  cf  other  and  perhaps  all  written  constitutions;  but 
the  hopes  of  patriotism  had,  until  recently,  rendered  ours 
immortal.  Vain  hopes!  the  patriot  will  exclaim,  how 
often  and  how  surely  are  they  swept  away !  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  M.,)  who  does  not  know  and  feel  that  this  measure 
is,  and  is  intended  to  be,  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenues  among  the  States,  from  whose  people  it  has 
been  drawn  by  taxation  >  It  is  nominally  a  deposite  with 
the  States,  but  it  brings  to  my  recollection  the  doings  of 
the  honest  Quakers  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  in  their  colo- 
nial condition,  were  sometimes  embarrassed  by  their 
principles  when  it  was  necessary  to  make  appropriations 
to  buy  powder  to  carry  on  the  war  waged  by  tbe  white 
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man  ft^inst  the  poor  Indian.  Their  biU  expressed  the 
appropriation  to  be  <*to  purchase  bread,  flour,  wheat, 
or  other  grains;"  under  which,  by  construction,  powder 
was  purchased,  as  "  other  grains,"  without  objection;  and 
when  they  wanted  cannon,  they  gave  money  to  buy  "a 
fire  engine!"  Now,  sir,  I  have  no  idea,  in  this  enlighten- 
ed age,  of  resorting  to  such  pitiful  expedients  of  construc- 
tion to  escape  the  fair  import  and  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  has  given  no  power  to  this  Government 
to  collect  money  by  taxation,  to  be  returned  to  those 
from  whom  it  is  collected.  Do  the  people  desire  us  to 
levy  taxes  under  the  taxing  power,  and  appoint  and  pay 
officers  to  collect  the  money,  and  pay  these  officers  to  re- 
turnjt  back  again?  No  answer  can  be  necessary  to  this  in- 
quiry, as  it  is  preposterous  to  suppose  it.  But  I  am  told 
we  have  got  the  money,  and  cannot  do  any  thing  with  it, 
except  return  it.  Strange,  indeed,  must  be  our  condi- 
tion.  If  this  be  so.  The  common-sense  remedy  is  to  keep 
this  money  until  your  Government  shall  need  it,  and  re- 
ducc  your  taxes  to  prevent  drawing  more  from  the 
people  than  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  Government. 

Shall  I  be  told  that  we  are  in  a  condition  where  our 
people  cannot  bear  a  reduction  of  taxes?  If  I  am,  I 
would  not  condescend  to  argue  such  a  proposition  for 
one  moment.  I  proceed  to  allude  to  the  probable  con- 
sequences of  this  •*  dividing  of  the  spoils;"  and  here,  sir, 
we  are  only  permitted  to  divine  the  future  by  the  past. 
It  appears  to  me,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  that  you  will  destroy 
the  balances  which  now  happily  exist  between  the  Gen- 
eral and  State  Governments,  under  the  constitution, 
either,  upon  the  one  hand,  by  causing  the  States  to  be- 
come your  beneficiaries,  and  servile  dependants  upon 
your  bounty,  like  Roman  provinces,  with  a  sycophantic 
Governor,  sent  out  from  the  corruptions  of  the  Roman 
capital;  or,  on  the  other,  of  rendering  the  General  Gov- 
ernment too  weak  and  feeble  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  created,  dependent  upon  the  will 
of  the  States,  expressed  by  their  representatives,  always 
under  the  influence  of  a  State  cupidity,  which  denies  to 
it  all  relief  and  support,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  revenues  of  their  Stales,  like  the  Government  under 
the  confederacy,  after  the  declaration  of  our  independ- 
ence, and  before  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution. To  prevent  such  a  vibration  in  our  political 
system,  we  must  be  careful  to  preserve  the  balances  of 
that  system.  This  latter  consequence,  I  admit,  is  not 
to  likely  to  happen  as  the  former,  because  power  begets 
power,  and  this  Government  is  now,  as  compared  with 
the  States,  all  in  all!  The  danger  is  towards  consolida- 
tion of  this  Union  under  one  great  central  Government, 
with  dependent  provinces,  not  unlike  those  of  the  Chi- 
nese empire.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  time 
will  not  permit  me  to  pursue  this  consideration  of  conse- 
quences, likely  either  presently  or  remotely  to  follow 
the  adoption  of  this  measure.  We  have,  I  fear,  fallen 
upon  evil  times;  yet  I  will  not  despair  of  the  republic. 
"We  have  passed  safely  through  trials  as  dangerous  as 
those  now  before  us.  Immediately  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  the  rage  of  unregulated  and  unre- 
strained  speculation,  under  the  auspices  of  the  party 
then  in  power,  found  its  way  into  Congress  and  into  the 
Government. 

The  depreciated  scrip  issued  by  the  Government  to 
the  army,  for  their  dues,  and  to  the  public  creditors, 
found  its  way,  by  great  sacrifices  of  the  people,  into  the 
hands  of  the  public  men  of  that  day,  together  with 
bounty  land  certificates  and  other  evidences  of  public 
engagement;  and  it  resulted  in  the  passage  of  the  cele- 
brated funding  law  of  1790,  by  which  such  scrip  was 
funded  upon  certain  favorable  principles  ag^ainst  the 
United  States  at  six  per  cent.,  in  favor,  as  is  believed, 
of  many  persons  who  then  held  seats  in  Congress,  and 
in  their  acquisition  of  large  quantities  of  bounty  lands 


beyond  the  Ohio.  I  do  not  mention  this  because  I  sup* 
pose  there  is  at  present  a  parallel  between  our  condi- 
tion and  theirs,  but  because  similar  influences  exist  now 
throughout  the  country  which  may  have  their  consequen- 
tial effect  here,  and  it  has  been  supposed  by  some  to 
have  an  influence  in  deciding  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I 
am  told  that  p\iblic  opinion  requires  this  measure  at  our 
hands.  I  have,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  seen  no  evidences  of 
it;  and  when  we  review  the  important  events  of  the  last 
six  months,  we  must  hesitate  before  we  conclude  that 
poblic  opinion  has  decreed  in  its  favor.  Gentlemen,  I 
fear,  are  too  much  influenced  by  the  opinions  which  sur- 
round the  Capitol.  When  we  assembled,  it  was  supposed 
we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  France,  and  the  ex- 
pectation was  universal  that  all  our  revenues,  and  more 
too,  would  be  swallowed  up  in  that  contest. 

No  intelligent  citizen  ever  dreamed  of  division  of  the 
public  revenues  until  after  the  month  of  February, 
when  intelligence  of  the  settlement  of  our  affairs  with 
that  nation  reached  us.  We  then  were  engaged  with 
the  hostile  Indians  in  Florida,  and  soon  we  had  reason  to 
apprehend  the  invasion  of  our  territory  by  the  Mexicans 
under  Santa  Anna,  and  then  were  involved  in  a  war 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  which  is  now  progressing  almost 
unresisted  by  us,  with  unheard-of  cruelty  and  success, 
on  the  part  of  those  Indians.  Under  all  these  circum- 
stances, to  which  the  public  mind  has  been  constantly 
directed,  few,  but  party  politicians,  having  party  ob- 
jects to  subserve,  have  expected  or  desired  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenues  among  the  States.  Honor-' 
able  members  will  deceive  themselves,  and  be  mistaken, 
if  they  suppose  that  that  great  public  opinion,  which  is 
alike  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  the  Government  and 
country,  has  in  any  manner  settled  the  question  in  fiCvor 
of  distribution. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  I  am  compelled  to 
forego  the  extension  of  my  remarks  upon  this  branch  of 
the  discussion,  and  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  ratio  of  deposite  among  the  States  established  by  this 
bill,  for  I  will  here  call  it  deposite,  so  as  to  suit  the  ears 
of  honorable  members  who  have  nervous  sensibilities 
whenever  I  call  it  a  distribution,  (though  I  believe  *'it 
is  rhubarb,  call  it  what  you  will."}  This  ratio  is  so  un- 
just that  I  should  be  recreant  to  the  State  which,  in  a 
very  humble  part,  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  if  I  did 
not  here  now  enter  my  most  solemn  protest  against  it. 
It  does  not  proceed  upon  the  basis  of  population  or 
popular  representation,  but  upon  the  basis  of  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate  as  well  as  this  House.  It  violates 
plainly  and  palpably  the  very  principle  upon  which  the 
revolution  which  secured  our  independence  proceeded, 
that  representation  and  taxation  should  go  together;  or, 
in  other  words,  that  the  people  could  not  be  rightfully 
taxed  without  their  consent,  expressed  through  their 
representatives. 

In  accordance  with  this  general  principle,  our  consti- 
tution has  provided  that  '*  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises, 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States."  It  aho 
provides  that  ^*  no  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be 
laid,  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration 
hereinbefore  directed  to  be  taken;"  that  is,  "by adding 
to  the  uhole  number  of  free  persons,  including  thoge 
bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  In- 
dians not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons."  These 
provisions  were  introduced  to  insure  a  taxation  as  equal 
as  may  be  upon  all  the  States,  and  upon  all  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  sir,  in  exercising  this  taxing 
power,  thus  restricted,  a  surplus,  as  it  is  contended  by 
those  who  favor  this  bill,  has  been  brought  into  the 
Treasury,  which  it  is  estimated  by  some  will  amount,  on 
the  1st  of  January  next,  to  more  than  thirty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  leaving  at  least  thirty  millions  to  be  distribu- 
ted.    Sir,  according  to  the  principles  of  taxation  laid 
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down  in  the  constitution,  it  is  to  be  presumed  tbtt  tliis 
sum  has  been  contributed  by  the  people  of  the  several 
States  in  proportion  to  their  representation  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  in  that  proportion  belon^^  to 
them  as  parties  and  partners  in  the  confederation  of 
States. 

This  act,  sir,  introduces  a  different  ratio  of  distribution, 
and  proposes  to  return  the  money  to  the  States,  not  in 
proportion  to  the  representation  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  basis  upon  which  it  has  been  collected, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  representation  in  both  Houses 
of  Cong^ress.  If  we  assume  that  the  amount  to  be  dis- 
tributed will  be  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  the  proportion 
raised  upon  each  State  upon  the  constitutional  basis, 
and  the  proportion  to  be  distributed  to  each  under  this 
bill,  is  shown  in  a  table,*  which  has  been  prepared  with, 
I  believe,  great  care  and  accuracy. 

The  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is 
the  produce  of  the  sales  of  the  national  property  and 
taxes,  which,  when  direct,  are,  by  the  constitution,  to  be 
laid  upon  the  States  in  proportion  of  their  respective 
populations,  as  fixed  by  the  census;  and  when  indirect, 
are  to  preserve  the  great  constitutional  principle  of  the 
graduation  of  taxation,  according  to  the  representation, 
to  be  assumed  to  operate  in  the  same  way  upon  the 
States.  Hence  the  support  of  Government  by  indirect 
taxa  tion  must  be  supposed  to  fall  uniformly  upon  the 
people  of  the  States.  If  New  York  contains  one  sixth 
of  the  represented  population  of  the  United  States,  she 
must  pay  one  sixth  of  any  given  amount,  say  thirty 
millions,  of  direct  taxes  laid  by  Congress,  and  one  sixth 
of  the  same  amount  of  duties  upon  foreign  goods  import- 
ed into  the  Union.  The  fundamental  principle  of  tax- 
ation being  as  is  stated  above,  unless  it  is  denied  (as  it 
is  not  supposed  it  will  be)  thai  the  indirect  taxation  by 
duties  ia  unequally,  and  in  some  sense  unconstitutionally, 
borne  by  the  people  and  States,  then  the  above  conclu- 
sion must  be  regarded  as  correct.  A  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1837,  is  alleged.  It  is  the 
result  chiefly  of  duties  on  foreign  goods.  Supposing  it 
to  be  thirty  millions,  the  following  table  will  show  the 
amount  which  each  State_  contributed  to  it,  and  the 
amount  which  the  bill  of  ttie  Senate,  as  amended  by  the 
committee,  proposes  to  return  to  each  State.  The  table 
is  formed  by  dividing  thirty  millions  by  242,  the  whole 
number  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  pro- 
duces 123,966.222242,  or  say  123,967,  (to  avoid  a  small 
fraction.)  This  multiplied  by  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives of  each  State,  gives  the  amount  contributed  by 
each  State.  Dividing  ihrty  millions  by  294,  the  whole 
number  of  Senators  and  Representatives,  we  have 
102,040.240294,  or  say  102,041,  (to  avoid  a  small  frac- 
tion.) Multiplying  the  last  sum  by  the  whole  number 
of  Senators  and  Representatives  of  each  State,  we  have 
the  amount  which  each  State  will  get  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Senfte's  bill.  The  two  last  columns  show  the 
gain  and  Toss  of  each  State,  throwing  out  of  view  the 
loss  common  to  all  in  the  expenses  of  collecting  so  large 
a  sum  from  the  people,  to  be  returned  to  them  again. 

Can  it  be  doubted,  sir,  that  in  the  collection  and  dis- 
tribution of  moneys  in  this  manner,  the  purpose  of  the 
constitution,  in  attempting  to  equalise  and  fix  the  ratio 
of  the  public  burdens,  is  palpably  violated  and  defeated? 

The  Slate  of  Delaware,  having  one  representative,  has 
contributed  one  two  hundred  and  forty-second  part  of 
the  thirty  millions,  equal  to  $123,967;  but  as  her  Sena- 
tors are  taken  into  the  ratio  of  distribution,  she  is  to 
have  deposited  with  her  by  this  bill  three  two  hundred 
and  ninety-fouHh  parts,  equal  to  $306,123;  and  she  will 
receive  $183,156  more  than  she  has  contributed  to  this 
fund.     On  the  other  hand,  Virginia  having  contributed 

*See  end  of  speech. 


twentv-one  two  hundred  and  forty-second  parts,  equal  to 
$2,603,307,  will  receive  twenty-three  two  hundred  and 
ninety-fourth  parts,  equal  to  $2,  346,943,  making  a  \om 
to  her  of  $256,364.  The  loss  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  the 
same  basis,  will  be  $409,843;  that  of  New  York  $662,958. 
The  eight  large  States  which  lose  by  this  ratio  havct  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  members  upon  this  floor,  while 
the  eighteen  smaller  States,  which  gain,  have  but  one 
hundred  and  three  members.  Thus  the  small  States, 
having  the  power  in  the  Senate,  overcome  the  large 
States  in  this  House  having  auperior  numbers.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  Ihe  restrictions  of  the  constitu- 
tion, which  declare  that  all  duties,  taxes,  and  excises^ 
shall  be  equal,  worth,  if,  after  raising  money  upon  tbis 
basis.  Congress  may  return  (deposite)  to  one  or  more  of 
the  States  twice  as  much  as  she  pays?  And  what  would 
be  the  use  of  adopting  the  federal  numbers  as  the  basis 
of  direct  taxation,  if  Congress,  after  raising  money  in  that 
ratio,  may  return  it  to  the  States  in  a  ratio  arbitrarily 
adopted  bv  themselves,  and  altogether  different?  It  is 
palpable  that  by  this  process  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  were  designed  to  make  taxation  equal 
on  all  the  people  of  all  the  States,  are,  ao  far  as  this  bill 
goes,  rendered  nugatory  and  of  no  effect.  But,  sir,  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  object  which  this  bill  is  in- 
tended to  effect  is  aggravated  by  its  injustice. 

I  have  shown  that  in  the  distribution  (deposite)  of 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  the  State  of  Delaware  will  re- 
ceive $182,156  more  than  she  has  paid,  and  Virginia  will 
receive  $256,364  less.  The  consequence  is,  that  Vir- 
ginia is  taxed  $256,364,  not  to  support  her  own  Gov- 
ernment, nor  to  support  the  Federal  Government,  but 
to  support  the  Government  of  Delaware  and  the  other 
small  States.  For  the  same  purpose,  sir.  New  York  will 
be  taxed  $662,956,  and  Pennsylvania  $409,846,  and 
Ohio  $212,512. 

Not  only  is  this  result  most  unjust  in  itself,  but  it  is  in 
palpable  violation  of  the  whole  scope  of  the  constitution, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  collection  and  disbursement  of 
the  public  moneys;  and  it  cart  readily  be  perceived  that, 
by  the  operation  of  such  a  scheme,  the  people  of  the 
small  States  ihay  in  effect  be  relieved. from  taxation  alto- 
gether, not  only  for  the  support  of  this  Government,  but 
for  the  support  of  their  own  Governments.  In  propor- 
tion to  the  increase  of  the  tariff,  and  other  taxes  levied 
by  Congress  on  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would 
their  burdens  be  diminished  by  a  return  to  them  of  a 
greater  surplus,  until  the  amount  returned  would  be 
greater  than  the  whole  amount  by  them  paid;  and  the 
larger  States  would  in  fact  be  taxed  to  support  their 
Governments,  miike  their  roads  and  canals,  and  sustain 
all  their  systems  of  improvement  and  education.  Impor- 
tant advanUges  were  secured  to  the  small  SUtes  by  the 
constitution,  but  this  is  not  one  of  them.  The  large 
States  agreed,  by  the  compact,  to  contribute  their  just 
proportion  for  the  support  of  the  General  Government; 
but  they  did  not  agree  to  be  taxed  to  support  the  Gov- 
ernmenU  of  the  small  States,  and  all  the  expensive  sys- 
tems of  improvement  or  education  which  they  might 
think  proper  to  adopt.  To  compel  them  to  do  so  by  any 
species  of  legislation  is  to  impose  upon  them  burdens 
which  they  did  not  agree  to  bear,  ana  is,  in  my  opinion 
at  least,  in  direct  violation  of  the  spirit,  if  not  of  the  let- 
ter of  the  federal  compact.  How  any  Senator  or  mem- 
ber of  this  House  from  the  large  States  can  reconcile  his 
vote  for  this  bill  with  his  own  sense  of  justice  to  his  State 
or  constituents,  to  his  own  conscience,  under  high  and 
solemn  obligations  to  support  the  constitution,  I  am  utter- 
ly at  a  loss  to  perceive.  It  is  said,  I  know,  in  justification 
of  this  ratio,  that  the  population  of  the  new  States  has 
increased  since  the  census  by  which  the  last  apportion- 
ment was  made,  and  that  as  to  them  it  does  no  more  than 
justice.    I  admit  that  the  eight  new  States  may  be  enti- 
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tied  to  an  increaied  share,  in  consideration  of  their  in- 
crease of  population,  equal  to  10  or  12  per  cent.;  but  I 
do  not  perceive  the  propriety  of  giving  to  the  ten  origi- 
nal small  States  such  immense  advantages  as  I  have  shown 
they  will  obtain,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to 
those  new  States  an  increase.  I  will,  sir,  at  the  proper 
time,  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  to  make  a  dis- 
crimination of  10  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  new  States, 
because  I  believe  that  justice  to  them  requires  it. 

I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  that  gentlemen 
try  to  persuade  themselves  that  this  is  a  deposite  with  the 
States,  and  is  therefore  more  safe  than  in  the  deposite 
banks.  If  I  could  be  brought  to  believe  this  in  good  and 
honest  faith,  if  1  could  be  made  to  believe  that  it  was 
even  intended  ever  to  restore  the  money  to  the  Treas- 
ury, I  should  entertsin  less  apprehension,  though  1  would 
not  then  vote  for  the  bill,  because  I  would  never  consent 
to  create  the  permanent  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor, 
or  of  bailor  and  bailee,  between  the  States  and  the  Gen- 
eral Government. 

How  and  when,  sir,  is  this  money  to  be  restored  to 
our  Treasury?  Is  it  expected  that  Congress  will  compel 
the  States  to  levy  a  direct  tax  upon  their  people,  to  repay 
it?  Those  who  will  candidly  say  they  believe  that  the 
States  will  do  so,  must  disregard  all  the  known  princi- 
ples of  human  action.  Congress  will  have  a  more  ready 
means  to  replenish  their  coffers — by  a  new  American 
system,  by  a  new  tariff  of  duties  upon  imports-^and  I 
wish  lionorable  members  from  the  South,  who  go  for 
this  b  ill,  to  remember  that  1  now  tell  them  plainly,  that 
.they  will  thereby  bring  upon  themselves  all  the  evils, 
imaginary  or  otherwise,  of  which  they  have  lately  com- 
plained so  loudly. 

They  will  have  no  just  ground  of  resistance,  and  must 
surrender  to  the  supreme  law  of  necessity,  which  they 
will  now  establish.  Let  them  not  complain  hereafter  of 
such  burdens,  and  I  beg  them  not  to  admonish  me  any 
further  of  their  strict  construction  and  State  right  doc- 
trines, nor  of  their  hair-splitting  distinctions  upon  consti* 
tutional  law.  Where,  sir,  are  all  our  great  defenders  of 
the  constitution?  Have  they  disappesred  from  these 
balls,  under  the  influence  of  gold'  «Tell  it  not  in 
Gath!" 

Table  referred  to  in  page  4363. 


States. 

No.  of 

Am't  eon- 

Am't  to  be 

Gain. 

Loss. 

Rep's. 

tributed. 

returned. 

Maine 

8 

991,736 

1,020,410 

28,674 

N.  Hampshire 

6 

619,835 

764,218 

94,462 

Massachasetta 

12 

1,487,604 

1,428,674 

- 

69,030 

Rhode  Island  - 

2 

247,934 

408,164 

160,230 

CoDDecticat    - 

6 

743,802 

816,328 

72,626 

Vermont 

5 

619,836 

714,218 

94,452 

New  York      - 

40 

4,958,680 

4,285,722 

- 

662,958 

New  Jersey   * 

6 

743,802 

816,328 

72,526 

Pennsylrania 

28 

8,471,076 

3,061,230 

_ 

409,846 

Delaware 

1 

123,967 

306,123 

182,156 

Maryland 

8 

991,736 

1,020,410 

28,674 

Virginia 

21 

2,603,307 

2,346,943 

- 

256,364 

North  Carolina 

13 

1,611,671 

1,630,615 

— 

80,956 

South  Carolina 

9 

1,116,703 

1,122,451 

6,748 

Georgia 

9 

1,115,703 

1,122,451 

6,748 

Kentucky 

13 

1,611,671 

1,630,616 

- 

80,966 

Tennessee 

13 

1,611,671 

1,630,616 

- 

80.966 

Ohio 

19 

2,366,873 

2,142,861 

- 

212,612 

Louisiana 

3 

371,901 

510,205 

138,304 

Indiana 

7 

867,769 

918,369 

40,600 

Missiasippi      - 

2 

247,924 

408,164 

160,230 

Illinois 

3 

371,901 

610,206 

138,340 

Alabama 

5 

619,836 

714,218 

94,462 

Missouri 

2 

247,984 

408,164 

160,230 

Michigan 

I 

123,967 

306,123 

182,156 

Arkansas        - 

1 

123,967 

306,123 

182,156 

Mr.  Mahit  fioAlly  withdrew  his  amendment,  at  the 


request  of  Mr.  Mergbb  and  others,  and  gave  notice  that 
he  would  renew  it  in  the  House. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it 
sections  regulating  the  management  of  the  public  lands, 
snd  providing  that  the  land  sales  be  suspended  for  five 
years. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  was  out  of  order, 
being  incongruous  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  said  his  purpose  was  not  to  defeat  the 
bill,  for  no  object  was  nearer  his  heart  than  to  get  the 
public  money  out  of  the  hands  of  the  deposite  banks, 
where,  he  was  persuaded,  it  was  doing  much  mischief. 
Compsnies,  and  large  companies,  were  constantly  form- 
ing to  purchase,  with  means  derived  from  the  deposite 
banks,  that  fair  and  fertile  land  which  was  the  birthright 
of  every  American  citizen.  Could  it  be  wished  to  throw 
this  territory  into  the  hands  of  a  few  wealthy  proprietors, 
and  to  increase  the  price  of  it  for  actual  settlers  from 
|1  25  to  |20  or  130  an  acre?  Twenty  millions  of  acres 
were  to  come  into  market  this  fall,  the  whole  of  which 
would  be  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  capitalists  and 
favorites  of  the  deposite  banks,  to  the  entire  exclusion 
of  the  actual  settlers,  and  of  the  industrious  class  of  the 
community. 

Mr.  R.  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  briefiy  supported  the  appeal. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  RENCHER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following  section: 

And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  if  the  atock  heM  by 
the  United  States  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall 
not  be  sold  before  the  1st  of  January  next,  the  money 
arising  from  the  said  stock,  when  sold,  shall  be  deposited 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  wit:  one  fourth 
part  upon  the  sale  of  the  said  stock,  one  fourth  part  in 
three  months  thereafter,  one  fourth  part  in  six  months 
thereafter,  and  the  balance  at  the  end  of  nine  months. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  committee, 
but  he  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of 
the  additional  section  which  he'  proposed  to  the  bill.  It 
would  be  recollected  by  the  House  that,  during  the 
present  session.  Congress  had  passed  a  law  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  sale,  at  such  time 
as  he  may  think  proper,  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Gov* 
ernment  in  the  Bsnk  of  the  United  Slates.  He  did  not 
doubt  but  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  make 
sale  of  this  stock  before  the  1st  of  Jsnusry  next,  if  it 
could  be  done  advantageously.  But  he  might  nut  think 
it  proper  to  make  sale  of  the  stock  till  after  the  1st  of 
January;  and  if  this  should  be  the  case,  then  there  would 
be  at  least  eight  millions  of  dollars  over  and  above  the 
five  millions  provided  for  in  this  hill,  which  would  not 
be  brought  into  distribution.  The  sroendment  proposed 
provides  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  bank 
stock,  if  sold  af\er  the  1st  of  January,  in  the.same  man- 
ner as  it  would  be  distributed  under  this  bill,  ii  sold  be- 
fore the  1st  of  January  next.  No  money  is  to  be  distrib* 
uted,  except  what  is  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, over  and  above  five  millions  of  dollars;  and  as  this 
may  not  then  be  in  the  Treasury,  he  considered  it  im- 
portant to  provide  for  its  distribution  when  brought  in. 
It  might  make  a  difference  of  at  least  eight  millions  of 
dollars  in  the  amount  to  be  deposited  with  the  Statesf 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  amendment  would  be 
adopted.  He  preferred  that  the  States  should  have  it, 
where  it  would  be  ssfe,  and  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  rather  than  placed  in  the  State  banks,  where  it 
might  be  unsafe,  or  improperly  used.  He  could  see  no 
objection  to  the  amendment,  and  hoped  it  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  House  hsd  just  passed  a  bill 
placing  the  whole  power  of  the  Government,  in  relation 
to  the  Goyernment  bank  stocky  in  the  hands  of  the  Sec* 
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rcUry  of  the  Treasury.  There  was,  therefore,  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  amendment.  The  stock  would  be  sold 
and  distributed  of  course. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DOUBLEDAY  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  wish  to  offer  a  very  few  remarks  on 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  provides  for  deposit! n|^  the 
surplus  moneys  in  the  Treasury  with  the  several  States 
of  the  Union.  This  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had 
of  addressing  the  House  during  the  present  session;  and 
differing  as  1  do  from  many  of  my  colleagues^  I  feel  the 
more  anxious  to  explain  my  views  to  the  committee  and 
to  my  constituents. 

1  am  fully  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  responsibility 
I  Incur  by  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give  on  this  question. 
Never  has  a  subject  come  before  us  more  important  or 
more  embarrassmg  than  this  of  disposing  of  the  surplus 
revenues.  Whilst  the  safeguards  of  private  liberty  re- 
main, nearly  all  the  good  or  ill  the  people  can  experi- 
ence from  our  legisuition  will  be  by  the  imposition  of 
burdens,  and  the  disposition  of  the  public  moneys.  I  am 
not  accountable — the  friends  with  whom  I  act,  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  are  not  accountable — for 
the  great  amount  accumulated  beyond  the  legitimate 
wants  of  the  Government.  I  held  a  seat  on  this  floor  in 
1833,  when  the  tariff*  question  was  adjusted.  I  voted 
with  the  friends  of  the  administration  to  reduce  the  du- 
ties prospectively,  but  rapidly,  till  the  revenue  should 
be  brought  down  to  the  expenditures  of  the  country. 
We  were  overruled  by  the  ultra  friends  and  the  ultra 
opponents  of  the  protective  system,  who,  by  acting  to- 
gether, could  control  at  least  one  branch  of  Congress. 
To  preserve  the  Union,  we  were  compelled  to  assent  to 
a  measure  which  now  clogs  our  action,  and  which,  being 
claimed  as  a  compromise,  prevents  our  adapting  our 
legislation  to  existing  circumstances. 

It  must  be  quite  evident  that  no  measure  will  be  adopt- 
ed by  this  Congress  materially  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
money  already  in  the  Treasury;  and  unless  our  appro- 
priations are  extravagant,  there  will  probably  be  some 
accumulations  till  the  year  1840.  The  question  arises, 
what  shall  we  do  with  this  money?  I  confess  I  can  see 
no  plan  wholly  free  from  objections.  If  we  determine 
to  leave  it  in  the  deposite  banks  for  three  or  four  years, 
they  will  feel  authorized  to  use  it  as  so  much  capital,  and 
its  safety  will  depend  on  the  honesty  of  bank  managers, 
and  the  prudence  and  success  of  their  business  opera- 
tions. Being  men,  in  these  money-making  times,  some 
of  them  may  be  tempted  to  use  it  for  their  individual  ad- 
vantage; and  even  statesmen,  now  pure,  may,  in  time, 
be  drawn  to  share  the  profits.  The  public  money  will 
then  be  subject  to  all  the  contingencies  of  private  specu- 
lation, and  what  is  worse,  will  be  a  means  of  corruption 
.more  potent  than  any  that  has  heretofore  existed  in  this 
country. 

To  avoid  such  results,  1  would  certainly  vote  for  the 
most  extravagant  expenditures,  if  no  better  plan  could 
be  suggested.  But  ought  we  thus  to  waste  the  money 
earned  and  paid  by  the  industrious  classes?  I  think,  sir, 
we  should  hesitate  before  we  make  that  our  only  alter- 
native. It  is  said,  if  this  measure  be  adopted,  the  peo- 
ple, through  their  representatives,  will  hereafter  refuse 
the  appropriations  necessary  for  national  objects.  It  may 
be  so,  sir;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  confident  I  am,  if  it 
be  not  adopted,  we  shall  rapidly  run  into  a  system  of  the 
most  wasteful  extravagance. 

I  have  examined  this  bill  with  the  more  attention,  be- 
cause I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  many  of  my 
political  friends,  in  whose  judgment  and  patriotism  I 
have  great  confidence.  I  hope  they,  also,  will  reflect 
and  discriminate.  They  must  perceive  that  the  bill,  as 
amended,  provides,  not  only  in  form,  but  in  fact,  not  for 
a  distribution,  but  aimply  for  %  depo»it«  of  the  public 


moneys.  If  it  ever  results  in  gratuitous  distribution,  it 
will  not  be  by  any  action  of  ours.  It  can  only  happen, 
in  case  it  shall  be  so  decreed  by  the  people,  through 
their  representatives  hereafter  to  be  chosen.  To  aup- 
pose  the  people  are  not  to  be  trusted,  because  they  may 
decide  wrong,  is  to  deny  their  capacity  for  self-govern- 
ment. 

As  respects  the  constitutional  question  involved  in  this 
bill,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  much.  That  it  is 
as  constitutional  to  deposite  our  surplus  funds  with  the 
States,  as  with  corporations  created  by  the  States,  ad- 
mits not  of  a  doubt  or  cavil.  Nor  can  I  doubt  that  the 
State  Governments  will  vest  the  money  intrusted  to  their 
care  as  safely  and  advantageously  for  the  people  as  either 
this  Government  or  the  moneyed  corporations.  And  cer- 
tainly  if  any  profit  is  to  be  derived  from  a  temporary  use 
of  it,  when  not  wanted  for  national  purposes,  it  might 
as  well  accrue  to  the  States  as  to  individuals  or  corpora- 
tions. 

There  is  one  ground  on  which  I  would  appeal  to  the 
friends  of  the  administration.  We  have  discontinued  the 
United  States  Bank,  as  a  dangerous  institution,  and  de- 
termined to  use  the  State  banks,  for  collecting,  transfer* 
ring,  and  disbursing,  the  public  revenues.  This  is  pecu- 
liarly an  administration  measure,  and  one  which  has  my 
hearty  concurrence.  Now,  it  must  be  plain  that  leaving 
money  for  three  or  four  years  in  the  banks  will  endanger 
its  safe  keeping.  Some  of  the  bank  managers  may  make 
large  profits  by  using  the  public  moneys;  others  may  ex- 
perience heavy  losses,  causing  bank  failures.  If  a  few 
of  the  deposite  banks  fail,  the  people  will  lose  confidence 
in  the  present  system,  and  in  those  to  whom  it  owes  its 
adoption.  If  a  smsll  amount  only  be  left  in  the  banks, 
as  it  will  be  frequently  called  for  by  the  public,  they  will 
loan  it  out  only  for  short  periods,  and  losses  will  prob- 
ably not  occur,  or  if  they  do,  the  amount  will  be  compar- 
atively trifling. 

These  are  a  few  of  my  reasons  for  supporting  this 
bill.  I  should  like  to  say  much  more,  but  do  not  feel 
justified  in  longer  occupying  the  time  of  the  committee 
at  this  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  BEALB  moved  to  amend  the  eleventh  action  by 
inserting,  after  the  word  "quarter,**  the  following;  "and 
that  no  bank  shall  possess  of  the  public  money,  at  any 
time,  for  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  year,  a  sum  great- 
er than  one  fourth  of  its  capital  stock  paid  in;  and  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  distribution  or  deposite  of  such  excess  in  other 
banks,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act."    Lost. 

Mr.  DItOMGOOLE  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  13th, 
14th,  and  15th  sections  of  the  bill.    Lost. 

Mr.  ASR  moved  the  following,  as  an  additional  section: 

**  Jnd  be  U  further  enacted  by  the  auihmty  afireeaid^ 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  accepting 
of  parts  of  the  public  money  as  aforesaid,  to  appropriate 
the  same  for  the  purposes  of  education."    Lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  eleventh  section  by 
inserting,  after  the  word  "Treasurer,"  the  words  •*  and 
other  public  officers."    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RRIGGS,  the  committee  then  rose 
and  reported  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  bill  was 
then  taken  up  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  renewed  the  amendment  which 
he  had  ofl^ered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  namely:  to 
strike  out,  **  in  proportion  to  their  representation  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  and  insert,  **  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  federal  numbers,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  census." 

On  this  motion  Mr.  MERCER  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  if  no  amendment  had  been 
n»^9  to  th«  bill,  he  would  b»T«  been  content  to  kt  it 
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pass  into  a  law  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  from  the 
Senate*  sooner  than  delay  or  endan|*er  its  passage  by 
the  adoption  of  any  amendment  in  this  House.  But  the 
amendment  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  rendering  its  return  to  the  Senate 
necessary,  he  was  disposed,  if  the  bill  must  be  changed, 
to  arrange  the  details  of  the  distribution  among  the 
States  according  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equali- 
ty. To  decide  what  justice  and  equality  among  the 
States  required  of  us,  he  should  assume  the  bill  to  mean 
what  every  gentleman  here  knows  and  understands  its 
object  and  intent  to  be.  He  should  consider  it  as  a  bill 
intended  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  by 
making  a  gift  of  it  to  the  States.  Now,  it  would  seem 
to  be  a  very  plain  principle,  that  if  we  undertake  in  this 
way  to  divide  out  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States  their  money,  the  distribution  ought  to  be  bv  the 
same  rule  and  the  same  ratio  by  which  you  would  col- 
lect this  money  from  the  people  by  taxation.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
conforms  to  that  rule.  If  the  question  now  were  wheth- 
er we  should  raise  this  money  by  a  tax  on  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  instead  of  the  question  whether 
we  shall  distribute  it  among  them,  the  representative 
population  of  the  several  States  according  to  the  last 
census  would  be  the  rule  fixed  by  the  constitution,  by 
which  we  should  be  compelled  to  apportion  the  tax. 
This  rule  subjects  a  citizen  of  one  State,  whether  that 
State  be  great  or  small,  to  precisely  the  same  burden, 
and  no  more,  than  is  imposed  on  a  citizen  of  every  other 
State.  It  is  a  rule  uniform,  equal,  and  universal  in  its 
application.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  into  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  the  rule  which  divides  this  money  among 
the  States  according  to  their  representation  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  we  shall  see  whether  it  goes 
on  a  principle  of  equality.  Take  two  of  the  great  sec- 
tions of  the  country  lying  adjacent  to  each  other — New 
England  and  New  York:  the  former  has  thirty-eight 
Representatives  on  this  floor,  and  the  latter  forty.  But 
if  you  add  the  twelve  Senators  of  New  England  to  her 
thirty-eight  Representatives,  as  this  bill  proposes,  you 
will  give  to  New  England,  if  the  sum  to  be  distributed 
should  be  as  large  as  it  is  generally  believed  it  will  be, 
something  like  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  than 
New  York  will  receive.  And  for  the  same  number  of 
people,  they  will  receive  in  New  England  about  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  more  than  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  about  three  hundred  thousand  morethsn 
the  people  of  Ohio.  As  between  these  sections  of  coun- 
try, the  diflTerence  in  favor  of  New  England  over  New 
York  is  from  twenty  to  five-and-twenty  per  cent.  5  over 
Pennsylvania,  from  seventeen  to  twenty;  over  Virginia, 
about  fifteen;  over  Ohio,  about  twelve  or  thirteen;  and 
over  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina,  from 
seven  to  ten  per  cent. 

The  gentlemen  from  New  England  appear  to  under- 
stand very  well  the  advantage  which  this  principle  of 
distribution  gives  them,  as  is  evinced  by  the  fact  of  their 
coming  up  almost  in  a  solid  body  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  did 
not  state  this  as  matter  of  accusation  against  them,  or  of 
complaint;  but  it  certainly  was  a  good  reason  why  the 
large  States  should  look  to  it,  and  protect  themselves,  so 
far  as  to  get  their  proper  proportion,  and  more  than  that 
they  ought  not  to  ask  for.  1  have  spoken  of  New  Eng- 
land as  a  whole,  taken  collectively.  Among  the  New 
England  States,  the  interest  of  Massachusetts  is  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. In  respect  to  the  other  five  New  England  States, 
therefore,  the  advantage  they  get  by  the  bill  is  much 
greater  over  the  large  States  than  the  difference  before 
stated.  The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Pxakcx] 
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made  a  speech  against  changing  this  part  of  the  bill.  He 
thinks  it  very  just  as  it  is.  When  the  last  census  of  the 
United  States  was  taken,  no  one  here  imagined  that  the 
ratio  of  representation  would  be  fixed  at  less  than  fifty 
thousand.  But  it  turned  out  that  Rhode  Island  wanted 
a  small  fraction  of  a  hundred  thousand  inhabitants.  It 
was  thought  to  be  a  hard  case,  as  it  truly  wa!>,  to  take 
from  that  State  one  of  her  two  Representatives,  and 
leave  her  with  a  single  member  and  a  large  unrepre- 
sented portion  of  population.  To  save  her  from  this 
misfortune.  Congress,  out  of  sheer  sympathy  for  her 
case,  reduced  the  ratio  below  fifty  thousand,  and  fixed 
it  at  a  number  which  gave  her  two  members,  and  left 
her  with  one  of  the  smallest,  if  not  quite  the  least  un- 
represented fraction  of  any  Slate  in  the  Union.  Now, 
when  Rhode  Island  shall  be  permitted  to  count  her  two 
Representatives  and  her  two  Senators  in  the  distribu- 
tion, the  result  will  be  that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island 
will  receive  from  the  Treasury,  man  for  man,  two  dol- 
lars for  one  received  by  the  people  of  Ohio;  and  indeed 
they  will  get  something  more  than  two  to  one,  for  Ohio 
has  a  large  unrepresented  fraction  of  near  forty  thou- 
sand. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  proposition  were  to  lay  a 
tax  on  the  people  to  raise  the  money  we  are  about  to 
divide  out  among  them,  and  it  should  be  proposed  that 
a  citizen  of  Rhode  Island  should  be  taxed  twice  as  much 
as  a  citizen  of  Ohio  or  Pennsylvania,  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  would  probably  very  soon  see  the  point  of 
the  argument,  and  feel  the  true  value  of  the  rule  which 
he  now  thinks  is  a  rule  of  justice.  No  good  reason  for 
this  inequality  of  benefit  under  the  bill  can  be  given  in 
favor  of  Rhode  Island;  and,  on  that  account,  the  gen- 
tleman travels  very  far  from  home  in  search  of  an  argu- 
ment in  justification  of  it.  He  tells  us  that  the  new 
States  have,  since  the  last  census  was  taken,  increased 
greatly  in  population,  and  the  constitutional  mode  of 
distribution  would,  therefore,  be  a  hardship  upon  them. 
That  argument  would  not  justify  us  in  extending  the 
principle  beyond  those  States  whose  population  had  in- 
creased so  as  to  call  for  its  application.  And  that  cer- 
tainly is  not  the  fact  in  respect  to  the  small  States  of 
New  England.  As  to  the  new  States,  they  ought  to 
remember  that  the  laws  which  have  produced  the  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  were  in  full  operation  and  produced 
this  effect  before  most  of  this  excess  of  population  came 
to  them,  and  while  it  was  yet  a  portion  of  the  population 
of  the  old  States.  The  new  States  are  all  destined  very 
soon  to  take  rank  among  the  large  States.  As  the  rule 
now  adopted  will  be  likely  to  be  adhered  to  in  similar 
cases  hereafter,  they,  in  the  long  run,  have  more  to 
lose  than  to  gain  by  the  principles  of  the  bill. 

And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  return  again  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  see  what  will  be  its  operation  there. 
In  the  first  place,  the  State  of  Ohio  has  very  greatly  in- 
creased in  population  since  the  last  census.  While  you 
propose  to  compensate  the  small  States  for  their  increase, 
the  bill  withholds  a  like  compensation  from  Ohio.  Here, 
then,  is  the  first  item  of  loss  she  suffers.  In  the  next 
place,  the  land  bill  gave  to  Ohio,  as  well  as  to  the  other 
new  States,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  nett  amount  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  land.  That  item,  which  for  the  present 
year  alone  would  be  equXl  to  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  or  near  that  sum,  is  also  lost  to  the  State  under 
this  bill.  And  last  of  all  comes  this  inequality,  arising 
from  counting  the  Senators  in  the  distribution,  by  which 
an  equal  number  of  people  in  the  five  New  England 
States,  exclusive  of  Massachusetts,  will  receive,  in  a 
division  of  twenty  millions,  full  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  more  than  the  people  of  Ohio. 

For  one,  (Mr.  V.  said,)  he  did  not  see  the  justice  of 
this;  and  he  was  not  willing  for  it  to  be  so.     U  the  small 
States  have  ao  advantage  over  the  large  ones,  iq  their 
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greater  relative  representation  in  the  Senate,  (and  it 
certa'inly  i«  a  very  great  advantage,)  they  ought  to  be 
latisfied  with  that;  and  least  of  all  could  it  be  adduced 
as  any  just  reason  why  they  should  also  have  a  pecuniary 
advantage  over  the  people  of  the  large  States. 

He  hoped  the  growing  prosperity  of  the  countiy 
would  from  time  to  time  give  us  other  surpluses  for  di- 
vision. It  was  therefore  of  importance  that  the  princi- 
ple of  distribution  should  be  properly  adjusted  at  the 
present  time.  The  rule  would  in  future  be  regarded  as 
established,  and  such,  at  least,  would  be  the  force  of 
this  precedent,  that,  if  broken  down  at  all  hereafter,  it 
could  only  be  done  by  great  effort,  and  would  probably 
occasion  a  dissatisfaction  that  otherwise  would  never  be 
felt.  On  raising  money  by  duties  and  taxes,  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  are  assessed  alike,  and  by  the 
tame  rule,  whether  they  live  in  the  large  or  small  States. 
It  is  by  this  rule  the  money  has  been  collected  into  the 
Treasury,  and  it  is  but  a  principle  of  the  plainest  justice 
on  the  part  of  the  large  States  for  them  to  require  that 
this  money  should  be  divided  out,  dollar  for  dollar,  and 
man  for  man,  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  The  lar^e 
States  ought  not  to  demand  more  than  their  equal  dis- 
tributive share;  less  than  that  they  ought,  upon  no  con- 
sideration, to  consent  to  receive. 

Mr.  LANE  made  an  earnest  and  warm  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  last  up,  and  con- 
tended that,  even  upon  the  Senate's  plan  of  distribution, 
the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Missouri,  would  lose 
much  of  the  proper  proportion  of  the  surplus  due  to 
their  greatly  increasing  population. 

Mr.  MERCER  signiSed  an  intention  to  move  to  amend 
by  allowing  the  new  States  ten  per  cent,  in  addition  to 
their  distributive  share. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mbbcbr: 

"And  the  respective  shares  of  such  deposite  with  the 
States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Missouri,  Il- 
linois, and  Indiana,  shall  be  increased,  respectively,  ten 
per  cent.,  in  consideration  of  the  increase  of  their  re- 
spective population  since  the  taking  of  said  census;  and 
in  appoitioniqg  such  deposites  to  the  new  States  of 
Michigan  and  Arkansas,  their  federal  numbers  shall  be 
taken  and  deemed  to  be  sixty  thousand  persons.'* 

Mr.  MERCER  accepted  this  as  a  modification,  but 
subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS  thanked  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
for  his  amendment;  but,  though  it  rendered  the  bill  bet- 
ter for  the  new  States,  he  warned  gentlemen  that  they 
would  lose  the  bill  if  they  undertook  greatly  to  amend 
it.  He  believed  that  the  mode  of  distribution  adopted 
was  as  fair  as  any  that  could  be  devised;  and,  even  if 
Rhode  Island  and  Delaware  gained  a  little  by  it,  it  was 
but  a  small  objection. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  bill,  as  it  stood,  was,  he  be- 
lieved, as  fair  as  any  that  could  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  was,  he  said,  in  favor  of  sticking  to  the 
bill  aa  it  stood. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  the  same 
sentiment. 

^  The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  amend,  offered  by  Mr.  Msacxa,  and  decided  in 
the  negative:  Yeas  88,  nays  119,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton, 
Beale,  Beaumont,  Rockee,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Brown,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  John  Cham- 
bers,  Cbapin,  Childs,  Coles,  Connor,  Crane,  Denny, 
Doubleda/,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Evans,  Farlin,  James 
Garland,  Gillet,  Graves,  Hamer,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harri- 
son,  Hawkins,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hopkins,  Howell, 
Huntington,  Jarvis,  Jos.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Lansing, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Love,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  Mann,  J.  Y.  Mason,  William 


Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Page,  Pat  ton, 
Peyton,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well.  Webster,  L.Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise— 88. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ashley,  Bailej, 
Bell,  Boon,  Borden,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch, 
Burns,  John  Calhoon,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Clevelahd,  Corwin,  Crai^,  Cramer,  Gushing,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Deberry,  Dickerson,  Everett,  Fairfield, 
Forester,  French,  Fry,  Galbraitb,  R.  Garland,  Grant- 
land,  Grayson,  Grennell,  GrifHn,  Haley,  Jos.  Hall, 
Hannegan,Hard,  Hardin, Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison, Hawes, 
Henderson,  Hoar,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Wm.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes, 
Jenifer,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  John- 
son, B.  Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Lyon,  Martin,  Moses  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Miller,  Milligan,  Muh- 
lenberg, Owens,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Ripley,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Slade,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standefer,  Storer,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Washington,  White,  E.  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey— 119. 

Mr.  LOVE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  was  the 
substitute  for  the  thirteenth  section;  which  were 
ordered. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Messrs.  MORRIS  and  R.  GAR- 
LAND, the  House  concurred  in  several  verbal  amend- 
ments to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PARRS  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  well  aware  of  the  determination  of 
this  House  to  pass  the  bill  now  before  us,  of  its  anxiety 
to  do  so  immediately,  and  its  unwillingness  to  listen  to 
any  remarks  upon  the  subject.  But,  sir,  as  I  intend  to 
vote  against  this  bill,  whether  amended  as  proposed  or 
not,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself  as  well  as  to  my 
constituents  to  give.  In  a  very  succinct  manner,  some  of 
the  reasons  which  impel  me  to  do  so.  1  asn  well  aware, 
sir,  that  I  have  no  right  to  expect  the  attention  of  this 
House,  indisposed  as  it  is  to  listen  to  gentlemen  far  more 
able  than  myself,  from  any  power  of  arguments  that  I 
can  offer,  or  from  ingenuity  of  arrangement,  or  any  elo- 
quence of  manner  with  which  I  can  enforce  lhero;'lcan 
only  hope  for  It,  sir,  from  that  kind  courtesy  which  this 
House  is  ever  willing  to  extend  to  one  who  seldom  ob- 
trudes his  views  upon  them,  and  never  long. 

And,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  I  beg  leave  to  extend  my 
thanks  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Viir- 
toh]  for  the  frankness  with  which  he  has  spoken  of  this 
bill  by  what  I  conceive  ought  to  be  its  title.  In  his  re- 
marks he  observed  he  would  speak  of  it  «  as  every  body 
here  understands  it,"  "  as  a  donation  to  the  States." 
That  it  is  so,  in  truth  and  reality,  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Sir,  I  deny  the  right  of  this  Federal  Government  to  raise 
money  from  the  people,  either  by  taxation  or  otherwise 
to  be  distributed  among  and  given  to  the  several  States  of 
this  Union.  I  ask  any  one  to  lay  his  band  on  the  consti- 
tution, and  point  out  this  power— you  will  look  in  vain 
for  it.  Sir,  it  is  not  in  the  book,  nor  do  I  know  that  any 
one  pretends  that  it  Exists.  Gentlemen  say,  however,  that 
by  the  operation  of  this  bill  and  the  amendment  about 
to  be  adopted,  no  such  thing  as  a  donation  to  the  States 
takes  place,  but  that  the  treasuries  of  the  several  States 
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are  merely  mad^  depositories  for  theaafe  keeping^,  of  the 
public  moneys,  in  the  same  manner  that  certain  local 
banks  now  are.  This,  sir,  would  be  true,  proyided  that 
it  was  intended  or  expected  that  the  treasuries  of  the 
several  States  should  ever  be  called  upon  to  repay  this 
money.  Sir,  every  one  within  the  hearing^  of  my  voice 
knows  that  auch  is  not  the  expectation  of  a  single  mem- 
ber of  this  House  who  will  vote  for  the  bill,  however 
different  the  final  result  may  be.  Do  we  not  all  know, 
if  the  present  feeling  of  this  House  should  be  transmitted 
to  future  Congresses,  that  the  first  moyement  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call  back  a  single  cent  of 
this  miscalled  depo&ite  would  be  promptly  prohibited 
by  a  large  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress?  Can 
any  man  doubt  that  this  would  be  the  result?  Let  us, 
sir,  look  back  to  the  days  of  the  confederation,  and  re- 
member with  what  difficulty  money  sufficient  to  support 
the  Government  of  the  then  existing  Congress  was  ob- 
tained from  the  States.  When  the  requisitions  were 
made,  some  would  complain  that  their  share  of  the 
general  fund  to  be  raised  was  too  much;  others  would 
plead  poverty,  and  agree  to  pay  a  part;  others  asked  for 
time;  and  some,  I  believe,  refused  to  pay  at  all.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  to  this  very  day  large  sums  of  money  are 
due,  and  unpaid,  of  the  sums  called  for  by  the  continen- 
tal Congress;  and  what,  sir,  are  we  now  about  to  do, 
but  to  resort  to  that  very  system,  in  theory,  to  avoid  the 
evils  of  which  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
formed?  Sir,  in  my  view  of  the  case,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter, when  we  have  too  much  money  on  hand,  to  reduce 
the  tariff,  to  relieve  the  hard-working  people  of  this 
country  from  taxation,  than  thus  to  distribute  it  to  the 
several  States,  to  be  expended  by  their  Legislatures:  a 
measure  which  I  believe  will  be,  like  Pandora's  box,  but 
the  mother  of  evils. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  growing  spirit  of  extravagance  and 
speculation  is  pervftding  our  whole  country.  Every  man 
is  seeking  to  live  in  some  other  manner  than  by  the 
honest  labor  of  his  own  hands.  This  spirit  of  speculation, 
if  report  speaks  truly,  has  made  rapid  progress  within 
these  walls.  The  moment  this  money  shall  have  been 
distributed,  this  spirit  will  fly  to  the  council  chambers  of 
every  State,  and  their  legislative  halls  will  exhibit  such 
scenes  of  strife  and  contest  as  to  who  and  what  sections 
of  the  States  shall  obtain  most  of  the  public  plunder, 
wrung,  every  cent  of  it,  in  some  way  or  other,  from  the 
producing  portions  of  the  community,  as  f,  for  one, 
dread  to  look  upon.  But  further,  sir:  the  natural  con- 
sequence and  tendency  of  all  this  is  to  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple themselves.  Its  tendency  will  be  to  induce  thousands 
to  quit  their  happy,  peaceful,  and  prosperous,  though 
laborious  avocations,  to  live  and  gorge  on  public  plunder. 
If  corruption  heretofore  has  existed  in  high  places,  it 
has  been  confined  to  high  places,  and  the  people  of  the 
country  have  ever  bad  the  power,  as  they  have  always 
heretofore  had  the  disposition,  when  discovered,  to  ex- 
pel it.  We  ought  always,  sir,  to  remember  that  the  tru- 
est maxim  in  political  economy  is  to  take  no  more  money 
from  the  pockets  of  the  people  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  a  safe  and  healthy  administration  of  the  General 
Government.  By  this  bill,  not  content  with  overlooking 
that  maxim  ourselves,  we  are  about  to  tempt  every  State 
Government  to  do  the  same.  This  large  sum  of  money 
thus  suddenly  thrown  into  the  treasuries  of  the  States, 
to  be  disposed  of  by  their  Legislatures,  will  induce  them 
to  commence  great  and  expensive  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, which,  when  this  money  is  exhausted,  will 
be  lef^  in  an  incomplete  and  unfinished  state,  and  heavy 
direct  taxes  will  have  to  be  laid  upon  the  people  of  the 
several  States  to  complete  them,  or  they  will  apply  to 
Congress  fur  more  money  through  their  representatives. 
Sir,  the  Treasury  of  the  Union  may  not  always  be  in 
as  plethoric  a  state  as  it  is  dow;  and  how,  sir,  will  the 


deficiency  be  supplied?  By  an  increase  of  the  tariff,  air 
the  tariff!  And  are  the  people  of  Maine  prepared  fo' 
this^  Are  the  constituents  of  gentlemen  from  the  South 
prepared  for  this^  And  to  this  complexion,  if  this  sys- 
tem goes  on,  we  must  come  at  last.  As  I  have  before 
observed,  many  of  the  State  Legislatures  will  be  encour- 
aged to  launch  forth  upon  internal  improvements,  which 
they  will  want  money  to  complete;  having  got  the  taste 
of  the  public  blood,  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
first  debauch;  they  will  clamor  for  more;  and  the  mo- 
ment they  find  the  public  Treasury  exhausted,  they  will 
demand  that  it  shall  be  replenished  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people  by  an  increase  of  the  tariff  of  duties,  and  in 
this  they  will  be  most  willingly  aided  by  the  representa- 
tives of  our  venerable  mother,  Massachusetts,  and  by 
every  manufacturer  in  this  country.  Do  the  gentlemen 
from  South  Carolina  flatter  themselves  that  their  boasted 
compromise  n^ill  save  them?  Let  me  tell  those  gentle- 
men that  they  will  find  it  but  a  rope  of  sand*  broken  by 
the. first  blow  of  self-interest,  and  that  blow  given  aa 
soon  as  she  will  dare  to  do  it. 

In  this  manner,  sir,  taxes  will  be  raised  from  the  peo- 
ple by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  be  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  State  Legislatures,  which 
those  Legislatures  would,  under  no  circumstances,  dare 
to  raise  themselves. 

Having  said  thus  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  aa  to  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill  upon  the  Union  generally,  permit  me, 
sir,  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  effect  it  will  pro- 
duce upon  my  own  State,  and  the  seaboard  and  commer- 
cial States. 

Maine*  a  part  of  which  T  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
is  from  necessity  an  extensive  commercial  State.  The 
coldness  of  her  climate,  the  great  abundance  of  her  ship 
timber,  and  the  sterility  of  her  soil  upon  her  seacoast, 
compel  her  to  be  so;  and  well  has  she  fulfilled  her  desti- 
ny. Though  among  the  smaller  States  of  this  Union, 
she  has  for  many  years  been  the  third  State  in  the  Union 
as  an  owner  of  tonnage.  Her  canvass  whitens  every  sea, 
her  ships  are  borne  onward  by  every  breeze.  We  are, 
moreover,  from  our  local  situation,  more  exposed  in  our 
persons  and  property  to  the  contingencies  of  war  than 
any  of  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

We  are  united  to  the  rest  of  the  Union  but  by  a  line 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  extent,  while  we  have 
a  frontier  on  the  British  provinces  of  Lower  Canada  and 
New  Brunswick,  and  on  (he  ocean,  of  more  than  a  thou- 
sand miles.  As  a  member  of  the  Union,  thus  remotely 
situated,  and  dangerously  exposed,  and  thinly  populated, 
but  with  more  good  harbors  than  in  any  State  of  the 
Union,  I  might  almost  say  than  in  the  whole  Union 
besides,  it  might  naturally  have  been  expected  that  she 
would  have  been  most  especially  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
tection and  regard  of  the  General  Government.  How 
has  it  been?  Let  any  member  on  this  floor  pass  along 
our  seaboard  and  our  frontier,  and  his  cheeks  would 
mantle  with  shame  at  her  neglected  and  exposed  situa- 
tion. There  is  not  a  city,  a  town,  or  a  village,  upon  any 
part  of  her  coast  or  rivers,  but  might  be  laid  in  ashes 
by  the  very  smallest  vessel  of  war  that  floats  on  the 
ocean.  She  seems  to  have  been  accepted  as  a  member 
of  the  Union  but  to  be  insulted,  abused,  and  neglected. 
Doe  a  a  foreign  enemy  take  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
State,  you  quietly  permit  them  to  remain  there  till  the 
war  is  over.  Do  you  want  to  make  a  peace  with  a  for- 
eign Power  with  whom  you  are  at  war,  you  quietly  cede 
to  her  a  portion  of  our  territory,  under  pretence  that 
the  line  is  in  dispute,  when  that  same  Power,  during  the 
same  negotiations,  had  demanded  a  cession  of  that  very 
territory;  thus  acknowledging  our  title  as  we  claimed  it, 
and  indeed  as  they  had  marked  it  upon  every  map  of 
their  adjacent  provinces  they  had  ever  made.  Our  com- 
merce is  trammelled  by  an  odious  and  oppresstye  tariff. 
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and  our  whole  aeacoast,  the  roost  extensive,  I  believe,  of 
any  Slate  in  the  Union,  is  left  without  protection  or  de- 
fence. Truly  ma;^  I  say,  sir,  we  seem  to  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  only  to  be  derided  and  oppressed. 

And  what,  sir,  is  to  be  our  situation  under  the  new 
state  of  things  to  commence  with  the  passage  of  this 
bill?  One  evil,  as  I  think  I  have  fully  demonstrated,  is 
an  eventual  increase  of  the  tariif,  which  will  lay  the  axe 
at  the  root  of  the  tree  of  our  prosperity.  Our  navy, 
too,  to  which  we  might  have  looked  for  some  protection 
in  time  of  war,  will  no  longer  be  increased.*  Our  forti- 
fications are  to  be  stopped,  or  rather,  as  far  as  regards 
my  own  State,  not  commenced.  At  the  very  moment 
when,  for  the  first  time,  we  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
Congress,  and  when  a  bill  providing  for  our  defence  had 
already  passed  the  Senate,  then  comes  this  biting,  chill- 
ing frost,  and  freezes  up  our  hopes.  But  a  few  days 
since  I  was  flattering  myself  with  being  able  to  return 
to  the  city  of  my  home,  and  say  to  my  fellow-citizens, 
you  are  no  longer  overlooked  or  neglected  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government:  a  bill  has  passed  for  your  defence  and 
protection;  but,  sir,  I  no  longer  cherish  such  delusive 
Dopes.  No  one  who  was  present  when  the  news  came 
to  this  House  that  this  bill  had  passed  another  body  in 
the  other  end  of  this  Capitol,  (the  Senate,  )and  witnessed 
the  effect  produced  upon  members  here,  can  doubt  the 
result. 

Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  there  is  a  settled  determina- 
tion, on  the  part  of  a  great  majority  of  the  members  west 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  to  grant  no  more  money  for 
the  defence  of  the  Atlantic  frontier,  either  by  the  navy 
or  by  fortifications.  Settled  in  the  fertile  valleys  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  with  every  blessing  about  them 
which  heaven  can  bestow,  they  apparently  care  but  little 
for  the  safely  and  protection  of  their  brethren  upon  the 
rocky  and  steril  seaboard,  knowing  full  well  that  the 
war-cry  of  the  enemy  can  never  reach  their  ears,  until 
the  whole  country  east  of  the  mounUins  shall  have  been 
covered  and  fertilized  by  the  blood  and  bodies  of  their 
countrymen.  And  this,  sir,  is  to  be  done  for  the  sake 
of  sharing  among  the  States  the  money  which  ought  to 
have  been  applied  to  far  more  noble  and  generous  pur- 
poses. How  far  this  is  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  let  the 
people  judge.  I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  prove  to  have  been 
mistaken  in  my  expectations;  experience  alone  can  teach 
me  that  I  am  so. 

I  confess,  sir,  that  I  have  been  astonished,  utterly  as- 
tonished, that  any  one  can  be  the  advocate  of  or  vole  for 
this  bill.  1  impeach  the  motives  of  none  who  difler  from 
me  in  this  matter.  Their  reasons  for  the  course  they 
take  are  good  ones,  probably,  but  I  cannot  imagine  them. 
In  Maine,  at  least,  we  have  nothing  to  g^in,  but  tvery 
thing  to  lose;  our  commerce  probably  to  be  eventually 
destroyed  by  an  increasing  tariff;  our  whole  coast  and 
frontier  left  without  defence;  Ihe  navy  of  our  country, 
which  might  have  protected  our  ships  at  sea,  to  be 
neglected  and  suffered  to  decay,  and  this,  too,  when  we 
know  it  to  be  inferior  to  that  of  any  third-rate  Power  in 
Europe.  Sir,  it  cannot  be  forgotten,  it  was  during  this 
very  session,  but  a  few  months  since,  when  a  war  was 
feared  with  France,  that  it  was  declared  over  and  over 
again,  and  contradicted  by  no  one,  that  our  navy  was 
wholly  unprepared  to  cope  with  that  of  France;  and  now 
national  honor,  national  safely,  the  very  first  duties  and 
obligations  of  this  Government,  the  protection  and  de- 
fence of  its  citizens,  are  to  give  way,  to  be  sacrificed  to 
the  base,  grovelling  love  of  money,  and  are  to  remain 
80  sacrificed,  until  this  ruinous,  corrupting,  and  degra- 
ding system  shall  be  abandoned.  I  hope,  sir,  and  1  but 
hope,  that  that  may  be  soon  the  case;  and  if  it  ever  be 
80^  God  grant  that  it  mav  be  so  forever. 

Mr.  Spckker,  I  thank  the  House  for  the  attention 
with  which  it  has  listened  to  me.    I  am  well  aware  that 


I  have  probably  not  affected  a  single  vote,  but  I  have 
justified  myself,  I  trust,  to  this  House  and  to  my  constit- 
uents. At  any  rate,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  a  higher 
gratification  than  either  can  be  to  me.  I  have  the  con- 
sciousness that  I  am  acting  right;  nor  do  I  believe  that 
there  will  be  any  act  of  my  political  life  which,  in  after 
tiroes,  I  shall  reflect  on  with  more  pleasure  than  upon 
the  vote  I  am  now  about  to  give. 

Mr.  GILLET  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting,  afler  the  words  <'five  millions  of  dollars,"  the 
words  **over  and  above  all  unexpended  balances  of  ap- 
propriations." 

Mr.  G.  said  be  rose  to  offer  an  amendment  in  which 
he  hoped  to  have  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  It  was 
one  which  had  not  been  discussed  since  we  commenced  the 
consideration  of  this  bill.  He  well  knew  the  impatience 
of  the  House,  and  its  desire  to  close  its  action,  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible,  on  this  interesting  bill;  and  nothing  but 
an  imperious  sense  of  duty  induced  him,  at  this  late  hour, 
even  to  offer  an  amendment.  He  must  ask  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  short  explanation  of  the  amendment.  He 
proposed  to  insert  af\er  the  words  "  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars," in  the  commencement  of  the  amended  section,  the 
words  *'  over  and  above  all  unexpended  appropriations." 
The  object,  it  would  be  perceived,  was  to  leave  in  the 
Treasury  the  unexpended  appropriations,  and  also  to 
keep  five  millions  on  hand  to  meet  any  sudden  demand 
for  money.  If  his  memory  served  him  rightly,  when 
our  sinking  fund  system  was  established,  it  was  then  es- 
teemed good  policy  to  keep  in  the  Treasury  a  very  con- 
siderable amount  of  money  over  and  above  the  unex- 
pended appropriations.  It  was  then  deemed  important 
and  proper  to  retain  on  hand,  under  the  control  of  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government,  all  the  appropria- 
ted money,  which,  by  virtue  of  law,  became  substantial- 
ly pledged  to  meet  those  appropriations.  If  it  was  good 
policy  then,  it  must  be  so  now.  He  .thought  the  honor 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  public  service, 
required  us  to  retain  in  the  Treasury  all  the  moneys 
which  public  considerations  required  us  to  appropriate. 
If  such  moneys  are  withdrawn  from  the  ordinary  deposi- 
tories, it  may  occur  that  these  appropriations  may  be 
wanted  when  no  money  can  be  controlled  by  the  Treasu- 
ry Department  to  meet  them.  Ought  we  to  trust  to  any 
possible  contingencies  on  this  subject,  when  the  action 
of  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Government  has  set 
apart  certain  portions  of  our  treasure  for  public  purposes.^ 
He  believed  there  were  now  over  five  millions  of  dollars 
in  the  Treasury,  being  unexpended  balances  of  the  last 
year's  appropriations.  This  sum  is  liable  to  be  drawn 
fur,  at  any  time,  when  the  proper  evidences  are  furnish- 
ed at  Ihe  Department  to  entitle  those  rendering  service 
to  receive  it.  A  much  larger  amount  remained  unex- 
pended on  the  1st  of  January  last.  It  probably  amount- 
ed to  more  than  twice  that  sum,  but  he  could  not  state 
the  sum  from  memory. 

The  amount  of  appropriations  this  year  bad  been 
larger  than  during  the  preceding  one.  We  have  now 
actually  appropriated,  including  former  unexpended  ap- 
propriations, upwards  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars;  and 
mcluding  what  we  are  bound  to  pay  under  recent  treaty 
stipulations,  for  which  appropriations  will  doubtless  be 
made,  the  appropriations  will  amount  to  upwards  of  thir- 
ty-seven millions  of  dollars.  We  also  have  before  us 
bills  making  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  a  Treasury 
building,  for  the  erection  of  light-houses  and  the  im- 
provements of  harbors,  for  old  Indian  anuuities,  for  con- 
tinuing.the  Cumberland  road,  for  marine  hospitals,  for 
paying  to  French  and  Neapolitan  claimants  what  will  be 
coming  to  them  under  treaties  of  indemnities,  and  vari- 
ous other  bills  sppropriating  money,  in  all  amounting  to 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Very  many 
of  these  bills  will  doubtless  pass.    The  sums  conUined 
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in  them,  added  to  those  he  had  just  enumerated,  amount* 
ed  to  between  forty  and  fifty  miUions  of  dollars.  Now, 
ne  would  ask,  how  much  of  these  appropriations  would 
^e  actually  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  by  the  1st  day  of 
January  next?  Deduct  these  sums  from  the  whole 
amount  which  would  then  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  it  had 
been  questioned  whether  any  thing  would  remain  to  be 
placed  in  the  new  depositories.  It  was  highly  probable 
that  the  only  money  then  in  the  Treasury  would  be  what 
had  been  duly  appropriated  by  law.  Certainly  there 
could  not  be  a  large  sum  without  including  this  money. 
It  was  highly  probable  that,  of  the  appropriated  money, 
some  twenty  millions  or  more  would  remain  in  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  end  of  this  year.  But  the  Treasury  might 
any  day  be  called  on  for  the  balance  of  these  appropria- 
tions. We  were  about  to  leave  in  it  only  five  millions  of 
dollars  to  meet  this  large  sum.  He  would  ask  if  it  was 
true  policy  to  place  ourselves  in  this  situation'  Was  it 
policy  to  hazard  any  thing  on  this  point?  He  thought  it 
true  policy  not  to  be  without  ample  means  to  meet  our 
engagements,  and  hoped  that  so  fatal  a  policy  as  that  pro- 
posea  would  not  be  entered  upon.  We  were  now  actu- 
ally engaged  in  extensive  Indian  wars,  and  he  feared  the 
torch  of  war  would  light  up  the  whole  Indian  region. 
We  should  doubtless  have  calls  for  all  appropriations 
which  we  had  and  should  make.  He  thought  the  calls 
for  money  on  account  of  these  wars  would  be  very  great 
during  the  fore  part  of  the^oming  year.  The  revenue 
of  the  next  year  might  not  exceed  the  current  expenses 
of  that  year.  Was  it  wise  to  charge  the  revenue  of  that 
year  with  not  only  its  own  expenses,  but  also  with  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  those  actually  incurred  in  this? 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  quite  certain  that  the  five  mil* 
lions  proposed  to  be  left  in  the  deposite  banks  would 
not  meet  the  outstanding  claims  arising  this  year.  He 
would  ask,  bow  are  these  to  be  met? 

He  was  told  that  all  the  money,  over  and  above  the 
five  millions,  would  be  in  the  new  depositories,  subject 
to  be  drawn  to  meet  any  deficiency  that  might  occur  in 
the  Treasury.  Should  the  State  treasuries  become  the 
agents  of  the  General  Government,  and  receive  this, 
whatever  should  then  be  on  hand  beyond  the  five  mil- 
lions, he  hoped  they  wpuld  honor  all  drafts  made  upon 
them,  like  other  faithful  a^nts.  But  was  the  House 
aware  that,  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  it  was 
but  a  trifling  sum  that  could  be  drawn  per  month? 
Only  about  one  million  per  quarter  could  be  drawn. 
This  would  not  meet  the  outstanding  appropriations,  as 
fast  as  they  would  be  called  for.  It  would  Uke  many 
years  to  draw  from  these  new  depositories  the  sum  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  The  money  thus  deposited 
o^nnot  be  relied  upon  to  meet  these  appropriations  or 
any  other  considerable  call  upon  the  Treasury.  He 
then  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the 
propriety  of  adopting  his  amendment,  and  retaining  in 
the  Treasury  a  sufiicient  sum,  at  all  times  at  command 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  meet  all  our  engage- 
ments in  a  prompt  manner.  He  would  ask,  what  ob- 
jection there  could  be  to  leaving  these  sums  in  the 
Treasury  ? 

Under  this  bill  there  was  a  provision  requiring  the  de- 

Eosite  banks  to  pay  two  per  cent,  interest  when  they 
ad  a  certain  amount  of  public  money  in  their  vaults.  If 
a  considerable  sum  were  left  with  them  they  must  pay 
interest,  which  had  heretofore  been  considered,  by 
many,  as  very  right  and  proper;  but  these  new  deposi- 
tories were  not  required  to  pay  interest  at  all.  He  then 
would  ask,  if  the  section  now  under  consideration  made 
the  State  treasuries  merely  depositories,  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  that  term,  what  peculiar  advantage  was  to  be 
derived  to  any  body,  in  giving  the  State  treasuries  a 
preference  over  the  other  depositories?  He  could  not 
imagine  any,  except  that  it  might  be  presumed  that  there 


was  greater  safety  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter.  He 
could  not  imagine  any  other  reason  for  this  preference, 
unless  it  was  true  that  this  section  was  to  be  considered 
as  actually  making  a  distribution,  not  to  be  returned,  of 
all  that  should  be  found  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January  beyond  five  miUions.  Was  it  really  a  distribu- 
tion bill?  Has  this  been  avowed?  He  would  ask  in 
what  part  of  the  constitution  was  the  power  to  be  found 
which  authorized  Congress  to  distribute?  If  there  is 
any  authority  for  this  bill,  it  must  be  under  the  inciden- 
tal power  to  take  care  of  and  keep'  the  public  money. 
Then,  if  both  the  present  and  the  proposed  depositories 
are  to  be  merely  depositories  of  the  public  money,  why 
should  there  be  any  particular  anxiety  to  give  the  one 
a  preference  over  the  other,  so  as  to  place  the  appro- 
priations beyond  our  reach  when  we  wish  to  use  them? 
He  knew  the  House  were  desirous  of  acting,  and  he 
would  not  extend  his  remiirks  further  at  the  present 
time.  He  had  said  all  that  he  deemed  necessary  to 
enable  the  House  to  understand  why  he  wished  his 
amendment  adopted.  He  might  hereafter,  if  an  oppor- 
tunity  was  allowed  him,  g^  into  a  discussion  of  the  main 
question;  but  it  was  not  perhaps  proper  now  to  go  be- 
yond the  consideration  of  the  amendment  he  had  offered. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  adopt  it. 

Mr.  HAMER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Gillbt;  but  the  House  refused  to 
order  them,  and  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
then  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  was  the  substitute  for 
the  13th  section,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmative:  Yeas 
142,  nays  66,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  John 
Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  John 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Nathaniel  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dicker- 
son,  Doubleday,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  French, 
Fry,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Gritfin,  Haley,  Hannegan, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hop- 
kins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson, 
Ktlgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Joshua 
Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan, 
Lucas,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William 
Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McComas, 
McKennan,  McKeon,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Parker,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce, 
Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Rencher,  Ji*hn 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Russell,  Seymour, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Slade,  Smith, 
Spangler,  Speight,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well,  Washington,  White, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey— 142. 

Nats — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bond,  Bunch,  Cambreleng, 
Carter,  Childn,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Crane, 
Darlington,  Dromgoole,  Evans,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
William  K.  Fuller,  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Joseph  Hal), 
Hamer,  Hard,  Harper,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  William 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Lansing, 
Lawler,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Love,  Loyall,  Abijah  Mann, 
Maury,  McCarly,  McKay,  McKim,  McLene,  Milligan, 
Page,  Parks,  Patton,  Peyton,  Potts,  Reed,  Roane, 
Robertson,    Rogers,    Sickles,    Standefer,    Taliaferro, 
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Thomas,  Vinton,  Webster,  Elisha  Whllllesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 66. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  87,  nays  72. 

Mr.  UENCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering:  the  main  question;  which  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  previous  question  was  seconded;  which  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative :  Yeas  88,  nays  93. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn.     Lost. 

Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (being  on  ordering  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  be  engrossed;)  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 
Yeas  163,  nays  44,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams  C  Allan,  H.  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon, 
Borden,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bynum,  John 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Csrr,  Carter,  Casey,  J.  Cham- 
bers, Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Childs,  Nath.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Fowler, 
French,  Fry,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J .  Garlsnd,  Rice 
Garland,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Gren- 
nell.  Griffin,  Haley,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hi«ster,  Hoar,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, W.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  J.  John- 
son, R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Judson,  Rilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  T.  Lee,  Luke  Les,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Lin- 
coln, Logan,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Parker,  Patter- 
son, Patton.D.  J.Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Petligrew  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,'  Shinn,  Slade, 
Smith,  Spangler,  Speight,  Standefer,  Siorcr,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Underwood,  Vin- 
ton, Wagener,  Washington,  Webster,  White,  E.  Whii- 
llesey,  T.T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams— 163. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles, 
Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gillet, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Huntington,  Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  Lan- 
sing, J.  Lee,  Loyall,  A.  Mann,  J.  Y.  Mason,  W.  Mason, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McRim,  McLene,  Page,  Park?,  Frank- 
lin Pierce  Pinckney,  Roane,  Rogers,  Sickles,  Tay- 
lor, Thomas,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Weeks, 
Wise— 44. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-d»y. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  an  adjournment.    Lost. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  LOYALL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  155,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon, 
Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Bunch,  Bynum,  John 
Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  John 
Chsmbers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Childs,  Nathaniel 
H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Fow- 
ter,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,   Griffin,   Haley,   Hannegan,    Hard, 


Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W .  Jones,  Benja- 
min Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann, 
Martin,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  Patter- 
son, Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Petti- 
grew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rioley,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Slade.  Smith, 
Spangler,  Speight,  Standefer,  Store r,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Wagener,  Washington,  Webster,  White,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams— 155. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ash,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Brown, 
Burns,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Cushman,  Drom- 
goole, Fairfield,  William  K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Jarvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Lansing,  Gideon  Lee, 
Loyall,  Abijah  Mann,  John  Y.  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKim,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Roane, 
Rogers,  Sickles,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Wise— 38. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  House  then  adjourned.  * 

WSDirSSDAT,  JUNB  22. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  the  special 
order,  and  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Likcolh  in  the  chair,)  and 
took  up  the  **  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 
the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  for  certain  harbors,  and 
removing  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain 
rivers,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  1836." 

The  bill,  having  been  read,  was  taken  up  by  sections. 

Mr.  SMITH  entered  into  a  succinct  explanation  in 
relation  to  the  first  clause,  appropriating  $100,000  for 
continuing  the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  gave  some 
reasons  why  the  item  should  be  increased,  though  he 
himself  did  not  design  to  make  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  HARPER  then  moved  to  increase  the  item  to 
$120,000.     Lo,t. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  strike  out  the  following  clause: 

'•For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Fludson  river,  above  and  below  Albany,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  ex- 
pended according  to  the  plan  and  estimates  recommend- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  War." 

Mr.  H.  said,  when  the  first  appropriation  was  made, 
it  was  distinctly  asserted  that  the  whole  coat  would  not 
exceed,  at  the  most,  $70,000,  though  Mr.  H.  said,  at 
the  time,  that  it  would  be  but  an  entering  wedge  for 
larger  calls  upon  the  Government.  He  was,  further, 
convinced  that  the  Hudson  river,  at  this  point,  did  not 
come  within  the  principles  of  the  rule  by  which  the 
Federal  Government  was  authorized  to  expend  the  pub- 
lic money  for  works  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  supported  the  clause, 
and  went  on  to  show  that  the  work  in  question  was  pure- 
ly of  a  national  character. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERCER,  EVANS, 
SMITH,  and  VANDERPOEL, 

Mr.  HUNT  said  he  did  not  rise  at  this  period  of  the 
session  to  detain  the  committee  with  a  speech,  but  to 
submit  to  them  a  plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  facts  in 
reference  to  the  appropriation  asked  for  in  the  bill  under 
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consideration.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Hawks]  has  based  his  proposition  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
pjopriation  upon  two  grounds:  First,  that  the  Hudson 
river  lies  wholly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of 
New  York(  and,  secondly,  that  the  sum  required  is  an 
entire  surprise  on  the  House,  and  far  greater  than  was 
ever  contemplated  by  Congress  in  passing  the  act  of 
1834,  based  upon  the  survey  of  Colonel  Clinton  in  1833. 
In  attempting  to  answer  Uiese  objections,  I  am  fully 
aware  of  being  obnoxious  to  the  charge  that  I  am  a  son 
of  New  York,  and  one  of  her  representatives  upon  this 
floor.  The  argument  (if  such  it  may  be  called)  has  more 
than  once  been  urged  during  the  present  session,  that 
New  York  has  forty  members  in  this  House— a  sixth  part 
of  the  entire  representation.  Sir,  I  deprecate  all  ap- 
peals of  this  kind,  and  stop  not  to  answer  them,  but  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  objections. 

Is,  then,  the  Hudson  river  the  property  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  the  sense  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky }  That  river,  sir,  is  an  arm  of  the  ses,  a  great 
highway,  not  only  for  this  country,  but  for  nations. 
Your  highest  judicial  tribunal,  in  the  celebrated  steam- 
boat controversy,  years  ago  settled  this  point.  Nor  is 
New  York  alone  interested  in  improving  this  highway. 
The  great  and  fertile  Statea  of  the  far  West,  those  bor- 
dering upon  your  inland  seas,  (called  lakes,)  and  the 
provinces  of  a  foreign  Power,  have  a  deep  stake  in  this 
matter.  Sir,  1  state,  from  information  derived  from 
sources  upon  which  1  fully  rely,  that  the  annual  tonnage 
floating  upon  the  Hudson  river  Is  987,500}  that  the 
flourishine  villages  and  cities  of  Waterford,  Lansingburg, 
Troy,  and  Albany,  employ  150  vessels;  that  from  Troy 
and  Albany  are  sent  forth  60  tow  boats;  that  the  value 
of  the  property  transported  in  these  vessels  varies  from 
#20  to  #1,000  per  ton.  Lumber  may  be  valued  at  #20; 
wheat  and  flour  at  #65,  and  dry  goods  at  #1,000.  Be* 
lore  the  completion  of  those  splendid  works  of  internal 
improvement  originally  projected  by  a  statesman  of  my 
own  State,  and  carried  through  by  our  own  unaided  re- 
sources, it  cost  six  dollars  to  transport  a  hundred  weight 
of  goods  from  Albany  to  Buffalo;  it  now  costs  sixty  cents; 
to  which  add  tlie  tolls,  forty  cents,  and  you  have  a  cost 
of  one  dollar  per  hundred  weight.  Sir,  look  back  to  the 
war  of  1812,  to  the  enormous  expense  incurred  by  the 
General  Government  for  transportation  of  munitions 
along  this  very  line,  and  then  say  to  me,  if  you  can,  that 
the  nation  has  no  interest  in  protecting  this  great  thor- 
oughfare. 

Again,  sir,  I  say  that  300,000  persons  annually  pass  up 
and  down  the  Hudson  river.  How  readily  would  these 
passengers  submit  (were  it  admissible)  to  a  tax  of  66i 
cents,  to  raise  the  #200,000  asked  for,  rather  than  under- 
go the  daily  and  hourly  interruptions  in  travel  and  busi- 
ness to  which  they  are  now  necessarily  subjected. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  second  objection.  It  is  true  it  will 
cost  more  to  remove  the  obstructions  effectually  in  the 
Hudson  than  was  estimated  by  Colonel  Clinton.  But, 
sir,  the  plan  of  operations  is  the  same,  in  substance,  as 
that  suggested  by  him.  And  it  is  due  to  the  Department 
to  say  that  the  estimates  of  Colonel  Clinton,  as  to  costs, 
sever  received  its  sanction.  The  attention  of  Congress 
was  called  to  the  subject  of  improving  this  river  in  the 
report  from  the  engineer  department,  under  date  of  the 
l&t  of  November,  1834,  and  again  under  date  of  the  15th 
of  November,  1835.  And  the  various  plans  of  improve- 
ment, with  the  cost,  are  again  distinctly  stated  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  his  communication  to  this  House, 
under  date  of  the  13th  of  April,  1836.  Sir,  scientific 
men  have  differed  as  to  the  best  mode  of  effecting  a  most 
desirable  object.  Your  Clintons  and  Genets  gave  their 
powerful  minds  to  this  interesting  inquiry.  By  many  a 
canal  of  larger  dimensions  has  been  warmly  advocated; 
whilst  others  hare  preferred  a  different  plan,  lu  less  ex- 


pensive, and  equally  serviceable.     According  to  the  re^ 
port  in  1834^  the  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  up- 
on what  is  designated  as 
The  first  plan  is        •  -  -    #819,634  10 

The  second  plan  is   -  •  -      671,134  11 

The  third  plan  is      -  -  -      533,634  11 

With  these  facts  before  us,  with  what  propriety  can  it 
be  said  that  Congress  made  the  original  appropriation  in 
1834^  upon  the  express  condition  that  the  work  was  to 
cost  but  #230,000^ 

The  #70,000  appropriated  in  1834  was  expended  in 
1835,  after  the  plans  of  Colonel  Clinton  had  been  super- 
vised by  the  proper  authorities;  and  I  have  before  me 
the  authority  of  the  head  of  the  engineer  department  for 
saying  that  the  work  of  last  season  has  answered  the  ex- 
pectations and  hopes  of  its  most  sanguine  friends. 

Thj;  simple  question  then  is,  shall  we  abandon  this 
great  national  work,  after  having  expended  #70,000;  or 
shall  we,  with  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  proceed 
in  the  work  of  its  completion?  Sir,  I  will  not  for  a  mo- 
ment doubt  the  response  which  this  committee  will,  by 
their  vote,  give  to  this  question. 

Mr.  YANDBRPOEL  said  that  thoug:h  it  was  his  mis- 
fortune to  belong  to  the  State  of  New  York,  (for  misfor- 
tune indeed  it  seemed  to  be  in  relation  to  appropriations,) 
yet,  in  regard  to  this  appropriation,  he  could  safely  say 
that  he  was  entirely  disinterested.  Nay,  he  eould  go  a 
step  further,  and  avow  that  if  he  had  any  direct  interest, 
(for  the  interest  of  his  constituents  was  his  interest,)  it 
was  against  the  passage  of  the  item  of  appropriation  now 
under  consideration.  The  whole  of  his  district  was  be- 
low those  portions  of  the  river  which  were  proposed  to 
be  improved  bv  the  appropriation  under  consideration. 
There  were  also  in  his  district  towns  whose  interest 
might  be  said,  in  some  measure,  to  clash  with  the  inter* 
est  of  Troy  and  Albany,  whose  prosperity,  instead  of 
being  crippled,  would  be  enhanced  by  impassable  ob- 
structions in  those  parts  of  the  Hudson  for  which  the 
proposed  appropriation  was  designed.  Still,  he  could 
not,  with  the  knowledge  he  possessed  of  the  justice  and 
necessity  of  making  the  appropriation,  refuse  to  give  it 
his  most  ardent  support. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Hawks]  has  told  the  committee  that  the  attempt  to  get 
this  additional  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  was 
a  violation  of  the  understanding  which  was  had  here  two 
years  ago,  when  the  original  sum  of  seventy  thousand 
dollars  was  appropriated.  For  his  part,  he  (Mr.  V.)  had 
no  recollection  of  any  such  promise  or  pledge.  Though 
he  was  silent  on  that  occasion,  he  took  a  very  lively  in- 
terest in  every  thing  that  transpired  relative  to  that  ap- 
propriation; and  had  any  such  promise  or  pledge  been 
given,  he  would  most  probably  have  remembered  it. 
He  flattered  himself  that  he  could  show  most  satisfactori- 
ly that  his  friend  from  Kentucky  was  entirely  mistaken 
in  the  idea  that  there  ever  was  an  understanding  or 
promise  that  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollars  was  all 
that  would  ever  be  required  or  asked  for.  This  suppo- 
sition was  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  record.  The 
very  phraseology  of  the  act  of  1834  virtually  and  most 
effectually  contradicted  it.  That  act  provides  that  the 
sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated 
«<  towards"  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river,  *<  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  reported  by  the  War  Department  in 
1833.'*  Now,  unless  the  honorable  gentleman  could 
show  that  the  estimate  of  this  plan,  to  which  the  act  re- 
ferred, did  not  exceed  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dol- 
lars, then  he  could  not  surely  succeed  in  showing  that 
Congress,  when  It  passed  the  act  of  1834,  intended  to 
limit  the  expenditure  for  this  object  to  the  sum  then  ap- 

Ipropriated.  The  plan  of  the  War  Department,  to  which 
the  act  refers,  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  part  of  the 
act.    It  adopts  the  plan,  and  commits  the  Government  to 
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■ucb  expenditures  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  Gentlemen  need  only  refer  to  the  docu- 
ments of  1832  to  be  convinced  that  the  plan  referred  to 
in  the  act  of  1834  was  not  satisfied  by  the  appropriation 
of  that  year$  and  it  therefore  irresistibly  resulted  that  his 
honorable  friend,  in  the  supposition  that  we  were  viola- 
ting any  pledge  in  asking  for  this  appropriation,  was  en- 
tirely mistaken. 

Another  objection  had  been  ufged  to  this  appropria- 
tion by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evaks.]  He 
says  that  it  does  not  come  from  the  right  committee;  that, 
so  far  as  it  regards  any  portion  of  the  river  except  the 
*' overslaugh,"  it  was  a  new  work,  and  therefore  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  not  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  ought  to  have  taken  cognizance  of  the 
subject.  In  this  point  he  (Mr.  V.)  was  very  confident 
that  his  honorable  friend  from  Maine  was  also  entirely 
mistaken.  Let  him  look  at  the  plan  of  1832,  to  which 
the  act  of  1834  refers,  and  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and 
he  will  find  that  it  contains  detailed  estimates  of  the  ex- 
pense of  clearing  out  not  only  the  overslaugh,  but  also 
the  obstructions  between  Albany  and  Troy. 

He  fancied  that  his  friend  from  Maine  adhered  now 
with  so  much  tenacity  to  the  *«  overslaugh,"  on  account 
of  some  reminiscences  and  associations  of  a  political 
character.  The  members  of  that  party  to  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  belonged  had  secured  to  it  a  most 
extended  and  immortal  fame.  They  had  chanted  its 
horrors,  and  the  sin  of  a  distinguished  Senator,  who 
had  voted  against  an  appropriation  to  clear  it  out, 
because  it  was  in  bad  company,  both  in  prose  and  in 
poetry.  They  had  honored  it  with  a  cognomen  of 
which  it  might  well  be  proud.  «Marcy's  farm,"  and 
Marcy's  "  ixxxphcbsiblm,"  formed  a  political  stock  by 
means  of  which  that  party  to  which  it  was  the  pride  of 
his  friend  to  belong  hoped  to  revolutionize  the  empire 
State.  They  were  talismanic  words  by  which  alone 
thousands  were  to  be  lured  to  the  standard  of  bank 
whiggery;  and  it  was  not,  therefore,  surprising  that  they 
sliould  have  made  so  indelible  an  impression  upon  the 
mind  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine,  as  to  have 
induced  the  oblivion  of  every  other  locality  in  or  about 
the  Hudson.  He  would  tell  his  honorable  friend  that 
there  were  most  assuredly  other  obstructions  in  the  river 
besides  the  farm  of  Governor  Marcy;  obstructions,  too, 
which  this  Government,  by  the  act  of  1834*  stands 
pledged  to  remove. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hawks]  cannot 
■ee  why  this  river  should  receive  the  care  and  munifi- 
cence of  this  Government  in  preference  to  hundreds  of 
other  streams  that  he  could  mention.  Let  the  gentleman 
return  home  by  the  way  of  Albany,  the  Erie  canal,  and 
the  lakes,  and  then  he  will  be  prepared  to  answer  this 
question  without  further  aid.  Is  it  for  New  York  alone 
that  this  appropriation  is  asked?  No,  sir.  It  is  for  that 
immense  and  rapidly  growing  West,  whose  abundant 
productions  flow  down  the  Hudson  to  your  great  com- 
mercial emporium.  If  it  be  possible  for  the  mind  to 
conceive  a  work  which  is  national,  in  contradistinction  to 
one  that  is  local,  this  is  emphatically  that  work.  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  are 
all  directly  interested  in  the  improvement  contemplated 
by  the  proposition  now  under  consideration.  The  North 
river  is  the  great  thoroughfare  for  the  Western  world; 
and  tell  me  not  that  this  work  is  to  be  assimilated  to  a 
plan  of  improving  some  little  stream  or  rivulet,  by  means 
of  which  an  extent  of  country  of  only  forty,  fifty,  or 
even  an  hundred  miles  is  to  be  benefited.  The  incon- 
veniences to  which  the  constituents  of  many  Western 
gentlemen  are  expoaed,  by  means  of  the  obstructions  in 
the  Hudson  below  Albany,  are  well  worthy  of  their  seri- 
ous consideration.  There  are  many  gentlemen  here, 
who  have  beheld  no  less  than  twenty  or  thirty,  perhaps 


forly,  vessels  lyings  at  one  time  on  the  overslaugh.  A 
merchant  from  Ohio  or  Chicago  purchases  his  goods  in 
New  York,  and  makes  his  calculation  to  expose  them 
for  sale  in  his  store  in  a  given  number  of  days  after  he 
ships  them  at  the  place  of  purchase.  The  vessel  con- 
taining them  is  grounded  in  the  Hudson,  and  detained 
there  until  an  extraordinary  tide  floats  her  again; and  by 
this  means  all  the  sanguine  hopes  of  your  Western  mer^ 
chants  are  frequently  frustrated— all  their  confident  cal- 
culations are  constantly  bafHed.  Are  these  not  evils 
that  will  merit  the  attention  of  the  representatives  of  this 
(preat  nation? 

Nor,  sir,  is  the  West  alone  interested  in  the  improve- 
ment of  this  great  arm  of  the  sea.  The  East,  and  most 
particularly  the  constituents  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Eyiirs,]  have  a  deep  interest  in  the 
matter.  The  North  river  is  literally  whitened,  at  par- 
ticular seasons  of  the  year,  with  the  sails  of  Eastern  ves- 
sels, who  carry  on  with  Albany  and  Troy  a  most  profita- 
ble trade  and  barter.  They  exchange  the  treasures  which 
their  enterprise  draws  from  the  deep,  for  the  corn  and 
bread  stuffs  that  descend  the  {p'eat  canals  of  New  York. 
"  Eastern  men,"  as  they  are  termed  in  nautical  parlance, 
are  e very-day  objects  on  the  bosom  of  the  Hudson;  and 
let  me  tell  my  friend  from  Maine,that,  with  all  the  ••  'cute- 
ness"  of  the  Yankee  nation,  they  cannot  eacape  the  bars 
and  shoals  of  the  overslaugh.  They  are  pretty  sure  to 
get  aground;  and  should  some  of  them  hereafter  be  doom- 
ed to  the  annoyance  and  vexation  of  a  week's  detention 
there,  they  will  not  be  apt  to  recur  with  much  compla- 
cency to  those  scruples  which  deterred  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  from  contributing  enough  of  our  over- 
flowing Treasury  to  remove  this  annoying  impediment  in 
one  of  the  great  arteries  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  y.  said  that  no  gentleman  could  fairly  pretend 
that  this  was  not  a  national  work.  The  commerce  of 
this  river  is  second  in  magnitude  and  importance  only  to 
the  Mississippi.  No  other  river  in  the  confederacy  could 
come  near  competing  with  if.  It  is  an  arm  uf  the  sea, 
and  at  the  very  point  where  obstructions  are  proposed 
to  be  removed,  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  This  Govern- 
ment has  extended  its  custom-house  laws  and  regulations 
over  it,  and  established  ports  of  delivery  both  at  Albany 
and  Troy.  Every  vessel  that  navigates  it — every  vessel 
at  least  ihat  has  capacity  enough  to  be  grounded  on  the 
bars  which  are  proposed  to  be  removed — sails  under  your 
license,  and  pays  your  exactions  for  this  privilege.  Will 
you,  then,  exercise  jurisdiction  over  it;  will  you  draw 
revenue  from  those  who  float  upon  its  waters,  and  yet 
do  nothing  towards  improving  it?  Give  us  the  license 
money,  the  custom-house  fees,  which  all  the  vessels  that 
have  been  detained  by  these  obstructions  have,  paid  you, 
and,  my  word  for  it,  we  would  have  enough  to  remove 
all  impediments  and  difficulties.  He  would  put  it  to 
honorable  gentlemen,  no  matter  how  far  their  constitu- 
tional objections  to  internal  improvements  extended,  was 
not  this  river  worthy  of  the  care,  the  aid,  and  the  pat- 
ronage, of  this  Government'  A  river  up  which  nearly 
or  quite  one  fourth  of  the  imports  of  this  country  ascends 
to  the  points  of  their  consumption,  and  down  which  at 
least  one  fourth  of  the  surplus  agricultural  productions 
of  the  nation  flows.  Does  not  this  gigantic  and  all-im- 
portant arm  of  the  sea,  from  which  you  directly  and  in- 
directly derive  such  formidable  revenues-— over  whose 
navigation  you  exercise  control— does  not  such  a  river 
urge  an  irresistible  claim  to  your  care,  your  patronage, 
and  even  munificence?  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  vote 
about  to  be  given  would  show,  that  while  a  majority  of 
this  House  appreciated  its  importance,  they  would  yield 
to  its  most  just  and  reasonable  claims. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by  appro- 
priating the  sum  of  $100,000  •'  to  continue  the  improve- 
ment commenced  at  the  Muscle  Shoals,  by  the  Govern- 
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ment  df  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  up 
Ihe  Tenneaiee  and  Holiton  rivers  to  Kingsport,  in  Ten- 


Mr.  DUNLAP  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  my  coUeaguet  not  that  1  believe  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  appropriate  money  for  any  such 
purposes;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  well  satisfied  that 
whenever  they  make  appropriations  to  any  such  object, 
it  is  a  usurpation  of  power  on  their  part.  I  vote  for  the 
amendment  alone  on  the  principle  that  the  object  for 
which  it  is  intended  to  be  appropriated  is  more  national 
than  many  that  are  included  in  the  bill.  The  rivers  In- 
tended to  be  improved  by  the  appropriation  included  in 
ny  colleague's  amendment  run  through  an  extent  of 
country  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  in 
a  section  of  this  Union  where  ihey  never  have  had  any 
of  the  public  treasure  spent  in  the  improvement  of  their 
rivers.  There  is  no  country  that  needs  the  navigation  of 
her  rivers  improved  more  than  East  Tennessee.  It  is  one 
of  the  healthiest  countries  on  this  continent.  The  soil  is 
productive.  It  is  settled  by  the  most  industrious  citizens, 
and  they  always  have  a  superabundance  of  every  article 
of  agriculture  for  market;  and  all  they  want,  to  be  (he 
wealthiest  and  happiest  people  living  in  any  country,  is 
the  mavigation  of  their  beautiful  rivers  improved,  so  as 
to  afFord  them  greater  facilities  in  taking  their  surplus 
produce  to  market.  Notwithstanding,  Mr.  Chairman, 
tbeir  great  want  of  money  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
their  rivers,  none  has  ever  been  spent  there  by  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  althoup;b  millions  have  been  spent  in 
other  sections  of  this  Union  on  rivers  less  entitled  to  the 
notice  of  the  Government.  And  why  has  it  not  been 
done?  Because,  sir,  Tennessee  has  sent  her  sons  here 
as  her  representative^  who  entertained  the  opinion  that 
it  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution  of  their  country  to 
have  money  appropriated  by  the  Federal  Government 
for  internal  improvement  in  the  States;  and  her  proud 
representatives  never  asked  that  the  constitution  of  their 
country  should  be  violated  for  the  benefit  of  tbeir  con- 
stituents: their  constituents  entertained  the  same  opinion 
as  their  representatives,  and  never  required  such  a  thing 
of  them. 

But,  sir,  there  are  gentlemen  who  believe  Congress 
have  the  power  to  appropriate  money  for  such  purposes, 
and  to  their  votes  I  object  not;  I  only  ask  them  not  to 
take  all  the  money,  and  not  to  let  sectional  feelings  gov- 
ern tbeir  votes;  to  vote  money  to  improve  a  river  west  of 
the  mountains,  if  they  would  vote  for  the  improvement 
of  the  same  river  if  it  lay  east  of  them.  I  desire  that  this 
amendment  should  be  incorporated  into  the  bill,  and 
when  on  its  passage,  I  shall  vote  against  the  bill;  but  if  it 
is  to  pass,  let  those  gentlemen  who  vote  for  their  own- 
rivers,  also  vote  for  ours. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  hoped,  afler  the  passage  of  (he 
deposite  bill  yesterday,  the  operation  of  which  is  to  dis- 
tribute among  the  States  equally  the  surplus  revenue, 
that  gentlemen  on  this  floor  would  a^ee  to  take  tbeir 
equal  part  of  the  money,  and  be  satisfied  to  let  their 
Sutea  appropriate  the  money  thus  received  to  objects  of 
internal  improvement  within  their  respective  limits;  but, 
sir,  it  seems  that  gentlemen  are  not  content  to  receive 
their  equal  proportion  of  the  public  revenue,  but  desire 
to  have  all  their  improvements  made  out  of  the  common 
fund  before  the  division  takes  place.  I,  for  one,  am  un- 
willing to  give  one  cent  of  what  is  coming  to  my  State 
to  any  of  the  gentlemen,  to  improve  their  rivers.  Al- 
though, sir,  I  daim  no  credit  in  getting  the  division  of 
the  money  among  the  States,  (not  having  voted  for  the 
bill,  being  confined  to  my  room  with  a  burning  fever  all 
yesterday,}  I  will  insist  Qn  gentlemen  making  good  tbeir 
arguments  on  the  deposite  bill,  that  when  too  much  mo- 
ne^  has  been  collected  by  a  Government  of  the  people, 
it  is  but  justice  that  it  should  be  paid  back  to  them. 
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Now,  what  more  equitable  mode  is  there  of  paying  it 
back  than  making  an  equal  distribution  to  the  States f 
There  appears  to  me  to  be  none.  If  this  bill  should 
pass,  there  will  be  manifest  injustice  done^  the  States; 
but,  sir,  I  believe  the  practice  is  to  include  just  enough 
rivers  to  make  a  majority  of  votes  for  the  bill,  and  then 
its  friends  vote  out  all  amendments,  and  pass  the  bill. 
I  hope  the  vote  on  this  amendment  and  the  bill  will  show 
that  that  practice  has  been  abandoned,  as  unworthy  of 
statesmen. 

Mr.  Chairntan,  there  are  other  objections  to  this  bill. 
I  will  mention  oixTonly;  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  intended  to  be  appropriated  by  this  bill  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river,  is  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  according 
to  the  estimates  of  the  engineer  depsrtment  reported  to 
the  present  session  of  Congress.  Now,  sir,  according 
to  those  estimates,  the  work  is  to  cost  upwarids  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  then  the  person  superintend- 
in|f  the  work  must  make  the  improvements  so  as  to  cost 
this  eight  hundred  thousand  dollar?,  without  regard  to 
its  necessity  or  utility. 

On  looking  into  the  estimates  of  last  year,  we  find  the 
engineer  then  estimated  the  whole  improvement  neces- 
sary on  said  river  to  cost  two  hundred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  the  bill  passed  at  that  time,  appropria- 
ting seventy  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  Hudson  river,  directed  the  money  to  be 
expended  according  to  the  estimates  then  furnished  this 
House;  and  every  gentleman  had  a  right  to  expect,  from 
the  report  of  the  engineer  at  that  time,  we  never  would 
be  called  on  for  more  than  the  two  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars  to  complete  the  improvement  of  the 
river.  But,  sir,  to  our  astonishment,  in  one  short  year 
the  estimates  have  increased  upwards  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  this  one  object;  and  we  are  now 
gravely  asked,  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  if  we  are  going  to  throw  away  the 
seventy  thousand  dollars  heretofore  spent  in  the  im- 
provement of  said  river,  or  will  we  go  on  with  the  work 
and  complete  it?  We  are  told  that  this  is  not  the  time 
to  object  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure;  that  question 
has  been  settled  by  a  former  Congress.  All  we  nave  to 
do  is  to  make  the  appropriations  to  complete  the  works 
heretofore  commenced.  If  this  positipn  be  true,  ought 
not  gentlemen  to  confine  themselves  to  the  estimates 
made  to  the  Congress  that  commenced  the  work?  I 
would  want  nothing  more  than  the  facts  in  this  case  to 
prove  the  fallacy  of  such  a  proposition.  An  engineer 
reports  that  a  work  would  cost  two  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  dolhirs,  and  Congress  appropriates  a  part  of 
that  sum  to  commence  the  work;  and  at  the  very  next 
session  of  Congress  the  engineer  reports  that  the  same 
work  will  cost  over  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Now,  sir,  if  Congress  had  been  told  by  the  engineer  at 
first,  that  the  work  would  have  cost  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  their  prudence  might  have  told  them  never 
to  have  commenced  it.  Mr.  Chairman,  what  security 
have  we,  if  th6  eight  hundred  thoasand  dollars  should 
be  appropriated,  that  we  will  not  at  a  subsequent  Con- 
gress be  called  on  to  appropriate  a  still  larger  sum  to 
complete  the  improvements  in  the  river?  We  cannot 
depend  on  the  estimates  from  the  engineer  department; 
they  have  deceived  ub  to  get  the  work  commenced,  and 
I,  for  one,  will  not  suffer  the  same  person  to  deceive  me 
twice.  Their  estimates  appear  to  have  been  made  with- 
out any  regard  to  economy;  but  their  object  appears  to 
be  to  show  how  much  money  they  can  spend,  not  how 
much  is  necessary  to  be  spent. 

Afler  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAR« 
TEH,  PEYTON,  SPEIGHT,  SMITH,  EVANS,  and 
WISE, 

The  House  took  the  tinud  recess. 
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The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  tgain, 
and  resunied  the  consideration  of  the  clause  appropria- 
ting $200,000  for  Hudson  river,  and  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Cahtxb,  to  appropriate  $100,000  for  the  Muscle 
Shoals. 

Mr.  WISE  concluded  his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
principles  of  the  bill  passed  yesterday  in  relation  to  the 
deposite  of  the  public  money. 

Mr.  PEYTON  followed,  in  support  of  the  general 
principles  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  WISE  briefly  rejoined  to  the  latter  gentleman. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  MANN,  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  UAYNES  raised  a  point  of  order  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  debate.  He  said  he  was  compelled  to  be 
absent.last  night  from  indisposition,  and  he  was  informed 
that  the  Senate  deposite  bill  had  then  been  passed.  He 
wished  to  know  if  he  had  been  misinformed  {  because,  if 
not,  a  discussion  upon  a  bill  already  passed  must  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  MANN  said  a  few  words  more  in  reply  to  some 
remarks  of  Mr.  Wiss,  when  the  debste  proceeded  on 
the  pending  question,  by  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  CARTER  then  modified  bis  amendment,  by  in- 
serting a  provision  at  the  end,  making  Kingsport,  Sulli- 
van county,  Tennessee,  a  port  of  entry;  and. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PEYTON  and 
TURRILL,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
to  1100,000,  on  the  ground  that  that  was  as  much  as 
could  be  expended  during  the  working  season. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion, when  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  *<  above 
and,"  so  as  to  restrict  the  expenditure  below  Albany. 

Mr.  GILLET  said,  if  he  understood  the  amendment  of 
his  friend  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr,  Pabkxr,]  his  object 
was  to  limit  the  improvements  in  the  Hudson  river  to 
that  portion  t>f  it  which  is  below  the  city  of  Albany. 
That  gentleman  seemed  to  suppose  that  public  consider- 
ations did  not  require  the  improvement  proposed  be- 
tween Troy  and  Albany.  The  fact  stated  as  the  ground 
of  his  opinion  was,  that  the  great  New  York  canal  ter- 
minatea  at  the  city  of  Albany.  It  is  true  that  this  canal 
18  continued  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river  to  the  city 
of  Albany;  but  he  believed  it  also  true  that  there  was 
a  communication  from  it  to  the  city  of  Troy.  He  would 
further  state  that  the  Champlain,  or  northern  canal, 
which  is  of  such  great  importance  to  the  northern  part 
of  the  State  and  to  the  State  of  Vermont,  terminates 
nearly  opposite  Troy.  That  city  carries  on  a  large  busi- 
ness on  each  of  the  canals.  The  buisinesa  men  of  that 
city  are  extensively  engaged  in  business  which  requires 
them  to  pass  from  Troy,  on  the  Hudson,  to  New  York. 

The  failure  to  improve  the  river  between  Troy  and 
Albany  would  give  the  latter  place  an  advantage,  grow- 
ing out  of  our  legislation.  He  was  confident  this  was 
not  desired  by  any  person.  Place  each  on  the  same 
footing,  BO  far  as  you  legislate,  and  leave  to  natural 
causes  and  the  enterprise  of  each  to  decide  the  question 
of  superiority.  The  natural  rivalry  between  these  cities 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  country.  If,  by  any  act  of 
ours,  the  one  receives  a  favor  not  given  to  the  other, 
you  destroy  competition,  and  place  business  within  the 
control  of  the  favored  city.  Let  them  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  all  will  be  aati^fied. 

As  he  observed  many  around  him  who  were  not  in  the 
last  Congress,  and  who  may  not  be  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  former  legislation  on  this  subject,  he  wished 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment,  to 
make  a  brief  statements  of  facts.    At  a  sesiion  of  the 


twenty-second  Congress  a  bill  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  containing,  among  other  appropriations,  one 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson 
river.  He  could  not  say  from  what  committee  that  bill 
emanated,  but  it  was  fair  to  presume  that  it  was  proper- 
ly considered  by  a  standing  committee  and  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  This  bill,  owing  to  other  items 
in  it,  failed  to  receive  the  signature  of  the  President,  and 
consequently  did  not  become  a  law. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  from  the  city  of  New 
York,  [Mr.  Ssldxv,]  reported  a  separate  bill  on  this 
subject,  which  passed  both  Houses,  and  became  a  law. 
Consequently,  this  cannot  be  considered  a  new  work; 
and,  under  the  usual  course  of  business  here,  it  is  prop- 
erly within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means,  who  reported  this  bill.  We  have  evidence 
before  us  that  more  money  ia  needed  for  this  work,  in 
which  several  States  are  interested.  It  must  be  known 
to  all,  that  every  State  and  Territory  touching  the  West- 
ern lakes  is  deeply  interested  in  this  work;  so  is  Ver- 
mont. It  is  also  conceded  that  it  is  not  excluded  by  the 
principles  of  the  celebrated  veto  message.  The  ques- 
tion is,  shall  we  continue  the  improvement,  or  abandon 
it?  If  any  work  of  this  kind  is  ever  to  be  carried  on  by 
the  General  Government,  certainly  this  should  be  con- 
tinued. In  his  opinion,  the  amendment  should  not  be 
agreed  to,  but  the  section  should  be  adopted  as  it  now 
stands. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  PARKER,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause  was  then  lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  moved  to  amend  the  clause,  by 
striking  out  the  sum  of  $20,000,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  sum  of  $151,504  10,  and  to  add  at  the  end 
••  for  the  comj  letion  of  the  improvements  of  the  Hudson 
rlverj''  and  proceeded  to  assign  at  length  his  reasons  for 
the  motion,  which  was  the  balance  of  the  sum,  after  the 
$70,000  appropriated  last  year.  The  cost  of  the  work 
was  originally  estimated  at  $221,504  10. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Ha  was  was  then  rejected: 
Yeas  47,  nays  79. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  then  moved  to  amend  the  amendoent 
by  inserting  at  the  end  of  it  the  following:  "in  such 
manner,  and  by  the  removal  of  such  obstructions,  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  direct."    Agreed  to. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  SMITH  and  VIN- 
TON, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise.     Lost. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  DENNY,  the  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  Vihtoh's  amendment,  as  amended; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  then  moved  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting twenty  thousand  dollara  for  the  improvement  of 
Tennessee  river  at  Muscle  Shoals.     Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause,  **  For 
continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  from  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  afid  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  river,  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  dollars,"  and  insert,  <*  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  Pittsburg  to  the 
falls,  $50,000;  for  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  below  the 
falls,  $50, 000|  and  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri,  above  the  ir.outh  of  the  Ohio,  $30,000." 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  VINTON, 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
increasing  the  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers,  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  to  $50,000.  Lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the  above 
clause,  to  strike   out  <* Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,"  and 
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naert  "Lottisville,'*  and  ftrike  out  «^110»000/'  and  in- 
■ert  ••$75,000."    Lost. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  amend  the  clauie*  **  For  con- 
tinuing the  removal  of  obstructions  in  Red  rnrer,  Louis- 
iana, and  Territory  of  Arkaosas,  forty  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars,'*  by  making  an  additional  appropria- 
tion  of  $15,000  for  the  construction  of  a  steamboat,  and 
$15,000  for  the  support  of  the  same.    Lost. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  increase  the  appropriation  to 
#100,000,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  improve- 
ments to  the  navigation  of  Red  river,  constructing  a 
steamboat  to  be  used  in  keeping  the  river  open  and  con- 
tinuing the  work.  This,  he  stated,  was  in  conformity 
with  the  estimates  snd  recommendations  from  the  De- 
partment, now  In  the  possession  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Smitb,]  who,  as  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means^  has  the  bill  in  charge.  Lost. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  then  offered  the 
folio  vinff  : 

**jSndbe  it  further  mac/^f.  That  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the 
improvement  of  t  he  navigation  of  the  Tombigbee  river, 
in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  that  part 
of  the  Mississippi  river  known  as  the  Yazoo  Pass. "  Lost. 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  an  amendment,  to  appropriate 
$750,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  private  stock  in  the 
Louisville  snd  Portland  canal.  Lost. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  an  amendment,  to  appropriate 
$150,000  to  connect  the  Hiwassee  and  Coosa  rivers.  Lost. 

Mr.  UNDERIIV  OOD  moved  an  amendment,  to  appro- 
priate $6,000  for  the  construction  of  coffer-dams  on  Green 
Barren  river.  Lost. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Port  bay,  New  York,  $10,000.  Lost. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  St.  Francis  river,  $30,000.  Lost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  clsuse,  *«For  continuing  the  improvement  of  Cumber- 
land river,  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  thirty  thousand 
dollars, ''and  insert,  *<  For  continuing  the  improvement 
of  Cumberland  river,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Laurel, 
which  is  hereby  declared  a  port  of  entry i"  w  ich  was 
rejected:  Yeas  17,  nays  99. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  amend  the  clause,  *<For  contin- 
uing the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland  river,  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  thirty  thousand  dollarp,"  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  <•  Tennessee*' the  words**  com- 
mencing at  its  mouth."  Lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
clause:  «For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
the  Chipola  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  four  thou- 
sand dollars."  Lost. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  an  amendment,  *<  for  completing 
improvements  between  the  rivers  St.  Mary  s  and  St. 
JohnV,  $5,000."  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  strike  out  the  following:  *<For 
continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in,  and  improving 
the  navigation  of,  the  Escambia  river,  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars."  Lost. 

Mr.  CO RWIN  offered  an  amendment,  to  appropriate 
$25,000  for  incidental  expenses  attending  future  surveys. 
Lost. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  offered  an  amendment,  to  provide 
for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  James  river,  below 
Richmond,  $50,000.  Lost. 

Mr.  STORER  moved  to  amend  the  clause,  *•  For  the 
further  improvements  at  the  mouth  of  Huron  river,  four 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars,"  by  inserting  after  the 
word  *<  river"  the  words  *'  in  the  State  of  Ohio."  Lost. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
MITH,  the  committee  rose,  and 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tbubsdat,  Juirx  23. 
POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  <*  bill  to  change  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to  provide 
more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  there- 
of," with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto,  with 
the  recommendation  that  the  House  concur  in  the  same. 
The  bill  and  amendments  were  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  HowiHD  in  the  chair,)  on  the  above  bill. 

Some  of  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  clerks 
of  the  Department  were  dissgreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
striking  out  the  43d  snd  44th  sections,  which  prevent 
the  postmasters  from  receiving  any  emolument  from 
pigeon-holes,  or  boxes. 

Some  debate  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  PHILLIPS, 
MANN  of  New  York,  ASH,  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana, 
EVERETT,  and  BRIGGS,  took  part,  when  the  hour  of 
12  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  committee  rose. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  HARBORS,  &c. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  pursusnce  of  the  special  order  of  yesterday,  (Mr.  Liv- 
coLv  in  the  chair,)  when 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  committee  sdopted  an  amendment  to  the  harbor  bill, 
making  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Ohio  river  between  Pittsburg  and  the  falls, 
$50,000  from  the  falls  to  New  Orleans,  and  $30,000  for 
the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers,  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  modified  his  amendment,  by  in- 
serting an  additional  clause,  appropriating  thirty  thou- 
sand dfollars  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river,  be- 
tween PitUburg  and  the  falls  of  the  Ohio. 

Af^er  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  VINTON,  SMITH, 
UNDERWOOD,  ASHLEY,  HAWES,  LANE,  B. 
WHITTLESEY,  HUNTSMAN,  BOON,  MERCER, 
DENNY,  and  CHAMBERS,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vix- 
TOH  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  then  moved  the  following,  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  above:  "For  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans,  seventy 
thousand  dollars;  for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  Missouri 
river,  to  Independence,  $50,000,  in  such  manner,  and 
for  the  removal  of  such  obstructions,  as  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  direct;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  and  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  harbors  therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  BELL  moved 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.  He  did  so, 
he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  principles  of  the  bill.  Mr.  B.  then  spoke 
at  some  length,  going  fully  into  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Before  Mr.  Bell  had  concluded  his  remarks,  the 
hour  having  arrived. 

The  House  took  the  usual  recess. 
Evxvive  Sxssiow. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBORS. 

The  House  went  again  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Livcolit  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  '*  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  harbors 
for  the  year  1836." 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bxu 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 
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Mr.  BELL  renimed  and  concluded  his  speech,  as 
given  entire,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  look  upon  the  present  bill  as  the  re- 
StiU  of  that  disposition,  or  rather  determination,  which 
has  been  manifested  throughout  the  session,  to  bring  the 
wants  of  the  Government  up  to  the  increased  revenue 
of  the  country,  instead  of  keeping  the  public  revenue 
down  to  the  actual  demands  of  the  public  service,  which 
has  always  heretofore  been  regarded  as  the  true  policy 
of  the  country.  It  is  because  I  regard  this  bill  as  an 
emanation  of  this  new  system  of  policy,  chiefly,  that  I 
oppose  it.  The  bill  provides  for  the  improvement  of  a 
great  number  of  harbors  and  inlets  upon  our  lake  and 
seacoast,  which  have  heretofore  escaped  the  notice  of 
the  Government,  although  improvements  of  this  nature 
have,  for  many  years  past,  been  patronised  by  Congress. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  several  items  or  objects 
contained  in  the  bill  stand  upon  equal  grounds,  so  wr  as 
regards  their  importance,  and  the  expediency  of  msking 
the  appropriations  demanded  for  them.  It  will,  there- 
fore, follow,  that  one  part  of  the  bill  might  as  well  re- 
ceive the  support  of  Congress  as  the  other;  and  those 
who  are  opposed  to  it  will  act  more  wisely  by  making 
opposition  to  the  principle  and  policy  of  the  measure  as 
a  whole;  it  will  also  save  time,  if  the  strength  of  the  bill 
can  be  tested  at  the  outset.  If  a  majority  of  members 
•hall  be  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  then  it  may 
be  passed  without  further  delay.  To  eflfect  this  object, 
and  to  enable  me  to  take  that  view  of  the  subject  which 
I  desire,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill  be  stricken  out 

[After  the  question  was  stated  from  the  chair,  Mr.  B. 
proceeded.] 

I  did  not  think  it  worth  while,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  op- 
pose what  may  be  called  the  old  harbor  bill,  because  the 
public  works  provided  for  in  it  are  already  commenced, 
and  have  been  in  progress  for  a  series  of  years,  under 
annual  appropriations  for  their  completion;  but  a  hope 
n»y  be  entertained  that  opposition  will  not  be  altogether 
unsuccessful  to  this  bill,  after  the  experience  we  have 
had  in  relation  to  the  old  one.  It  is  the  nature  of  these 
works  never  to  be  completed.  Most  of  the  works  in  the 
bill  which  has  this  moment  passed  the  committee  are 
rery  old  acquaintances  of  the  old  members  of  this  House. 
1  remember  most  of  them  as  far  back  as  the  first  session 
I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body.  For  several  years, 
many  of  them  were  reported  as  only  requiring  one  more 
appropriation  to  complete  them.  When  the  officers  who 
had  charge  of  them  became  ashamed  of  repeated  im- 
positions of  this  kind,  the  language  in  which  the  appro- 
priating clause  ran  was  changed;  and  works  that  seemed 
upon  the  point  of  completion  eight  years  ago,  now  re- 
quire thousands  annually  for  their  permanent  construe- 
Won  and  preservation!  It  is  notorious,  that  many  of  the 
old  worta  of  the  kind  enumerated  in  this  bill  fell  into 
decay  before  they  became  useful  to  any  extent,  and  the 
first  improvements,  made  at  great  expense,  were  either 
Abandoned  as  useless,  or  became  dilapidated^  and  re- 
quired reconstruction.  All  those  harbors  may  be  re- 
garded as  bottomless  pits  of  the  Treasury.  You  may 
expend  tens  of  millions  upon  them,  and  still  as  many  will 
be  required;  and  then  no  man  can  see  any  termination  to 
the  demand  for  further  appropriations.  Sir,  the  present 
bill,  although  large  in  amount,  would  be  no  cause  of 
alarm  to  me,  if  the  expenditure  now  proposed  were  all 
that  would  be  required;  if,  sir,  I  could  foresee  that,  at  the 
end  of  five  or  even  of  ten  years,  there  would  be  an  end 
to  further  demands,  I  would  be  less  concerned.  But, 
air,  we  know  from  experience,  that  whatever  may  be  the 
original  estimates  of  the  cost  of  these  works,  the  actual 
expenditure  is  never  limited  by  them.  There  is  not  one 
^f  the  old  works,  I  venture  to  say,  which  has  not  already 

a  expended  upon  it  fifty  or  a  hundred  per  cent,  be- 


yond the  original  estimate.  It  may,  then,  be  ta1(en  for 
granted  that  each  of  these  new  works,  like  the  old  ones, 
will  be  perpetusl  drains  upon  the  Treasury,  not  only  in 
our  times,  but  in  the  generations  that  are  to  come,  for 
there  is  no  limit  to  invention  in  this  business  of  making 
artificial  harbors.  I  do  not  say  that,  in  all  cases,  thesa 
expenditures  will  be  useless.  No,  sir,  money  can  ac- 
complish any  thing  in  the  way  of  improvement.  Harbors 
may  be  constructed  by  skill  and  capital,  where  nature 
seems  to  have  forbidden  the  undertaking.  It  is  only 
questionable  whether,  when  we  have  so  many  fine  har- 
bors on  our  coast,  constructed  by  the  great  Makbb  of 
all  things,  it  is  wise  to  drain  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
snd  absorb  the  Treasury,  in  adding  to  their  number. 
Let  us  look  at  the  progress  of  this  brsnch  of  the  system 
of  internaflmprovement,  in  the>amottnt  of  expenditure. 
In  the  year  1835,  the  entire  amount  appropriated  to 
these  objects  was  $505,057.  The  bill  which  has  already 
received  the  sanction  of  this  committee  provides  an  ex- 
penditure for  the  present  year  of  nearly  #700,000— [a 
member  said  $800,000;]  a  gentleman  near  me  statea  the 
amount  at  $800,000.  The  bill  under  consideration  pro- 
poses to  apply  $937,364  to  new  works,  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  upwards  of  $1,700,000— more  than  three 
times  the  amount  of  any  former  year!  What  amend* 
ments  may  yet  be  made  to  this  bill  I  cannot  foresee,  but 
there  is  little  hope  that  the  amounts  will  be  reduced, 
unless  the  entire  bill  shall  fail.  Well,  air,  do  honorable 
membera  see  nothing  alarming  in  this?  Is  there  no 
evidence  here  of  that  disposition,  or  rather  of  that  de- 
termination, to  extravagance  which  I  have  charged?  If 
this  bill  shall  pass  the  present  Congress,  it  will  of  itself 
lead  to  an  expenditure  of  ten  millions.  Tes,  sir,  when 
ten  millions  have  already  been  expended,  in  looking  for- 
ward, we  might  be  cheered  with  the  expectation  that 
yet  another  ten  would  close  up  this  gulf  of  the  Treasury. 
I  have  said  that  I  regarded  this  bill  as  the  result  of  a 
deliberate  system  of  extravagance— of  a  plan  for  increas- 
ing the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  of  exhausting  the 
Treasury.  Was  I  not  right  in  this  assertion?  Look  at 
your  increased  expenditures  in  every  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  But,  sir,  why  descend  into  particuUra?  I 
affirm  that  your  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this 
House  was  organized  upon  a  principle  of  extravagance. 
Look  at  the  composition  of  that  committee,  sir,  and  then 
tell  me  if  it  was  not  constituted  with  deep  design,  and 
expressly  with  a  view  to  the  largest  expenditure  for 
which  a  pretext  could  be  found,  in  every  branch  of  the 
public  service.  Was  there  ever  such  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  appointed  in  this  House?  Waa  there 
ever  a  more  palpable  desertion  of  the  principle  of  repre- 
sentation-«a  more  shameful  abandonment  of  the  interests 
of  the  entire  interior  of  the  country  ?  Who  are  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee?  At  the  head  of  the  list  we  find 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAmaBKivo,] 
representing  the  largest  city  in  the  Union,  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  largest  expenditures  upon  the  navy,  upon 
fortifications,  and  public  works  or  every  description. 
Next  we  find  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  [Mr. 
HcKix,]  the  representative  of  similar  interests,  snd 
nearly  to  as  great  an  extent.  Next  we  have  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lotau,]  who  represents  the 
Norfolk,  or  rather  the  Gosport  district,  which,  be- 
sides a  navy  yard,  which  may  be  made  to  exhaust  sny 
amount  of  money,  has  within  its  limits  two  fortifications, 
which  hsve  slready  cost  the  Government  nearly  three 
millions  of  dollars,  but  are  worth— really  worth — scsrcely 
one  cent  in  the  way  of  protection;  yet  they  are  annually 
the  objects  of  large  appropriations.  We  next  pass  to 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Sxirn;] 
I  say  distinguished,  because  he  is  distinguished  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  business  habits  and  intelligence,  as  a  member 
of  this  House.    This  gentleman  represents  a  seaport 


Digitized  byLiiOOQlC 


4393 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4394 


Jvn  33, 18S&] 


jfnpT€9€fncnt  of  Ehrboi^, 


[R.  ov  R. 


uHo,  (Portltnd,^  npcm  a  coMt  of  tiumeroas  harbors  and 
inlets,  all  of  which  coald  be  (greatly  improred  by  money, 
and  all  of  which  might  plausibly  demand  to  be  fortified. 
We  next  arrive  at  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
LAWKBirca,]  who  represents  Boston,  a  place  deeply 
interested  in  large  expenditures  upon  the  navy  and  for- 
tilleations.  The  next  on  the  list  is  the  learned  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  XireKBsoLL.]  He,  too,  like 
the  five  already  noticed,  represents  a  large  commercial 
city,  ha? ing  all  the  interests,  to  a  great  extent,  that  the 
others  bare,  in  large  expenditures.  LAst  on  the  list  is 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Owairs.]  He  also 
represents  a  large  and  important  commercial  city,  (Sa- 
vannah,) and,  like  the  rest,  having  a  deep  interest  in 
krge  expenditures.  Well,  sir,  to  represent  the  interests 
of  the  interior,  and  of  economy,  we  have  two  gentle- 
men, one  f^om  Ohio»  [Mr.  ComwiH,]  and  one  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Joxirsoirt]  two  against  seven!  Seven 
members  of  the  committee  representing  districts  on  the 
seaboard!  I  wish  everyone  to  draw  his  own  conclu- 
sions, but  I  have  seen  enough  in  the  action  of  this  House, 
in  the  course  of  the  session,  to  corroborate  the  inference 
I  have  drawn  from  the  peculiar  organization  of  this  com- 
mittee. I  must  not  be  understood  to  impute  either  a 
want  of  integrity  or  patriotism  to  the  members  of  this 
eommittee.  I  respect  all  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have 
described  as  the  representatives  of  districts  4>n  the  sea- 
board. But  they  are  bound,  from  the  very  nature  of 
our  representative  system,  to  have  opinions  in  common 
with  their  constituents,  especially  upon  this  subject  of 
expenditure;  and  I  repeat,  that  this  committee  was  or- 
ganized upon  a  principle  of  increased  and  extravagant 
expenditure. 

It  would  seem  that  this  bill  is  Intended  to  lay  the  found- 
ation of  a  permanent  system  of  expenditures  of  this 
nature.  The  preamble  alarms  me.  It  is  new  to  me. 
The  annunciation  of  purpose  is  imposing  and  high  sound- 
jiMf,  and  denotes  desien — "  To  provide  for  (he  protection 
or  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States." 
The  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States! 
Would  not  that  grand  object  embrace  improvements  in 
the  interior,  as  well  as  upon  the  exterior  boundary  of 
the  country  f  This  Government  is  authorized  by  the 
constitution  to  extend  the  same  degree  of  protection  to 
the  inland  commerce  that  it  may  to  foreign  trade.  The 
power  in  the  one  case  is  conveyed  in  the  same  language 
that  is  used  in  the  other;  yet  all  the  improvements  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  are  upon  the  exterior  boundary  of  the 
Union.  1  know  it  may  be  said  that  improvements  of  the 
interior  channels  of  communication  and  trade  may  be 
properly  included  in  a  distinct  bill.  That  is  true,  and 
•uch  has  been  the  practice  to  some  extent.  But  to  what 
will  this  lead  in  the  end?  Without  doubt,  to  a  perpetual 
•truggle  between  the  States  of  the  interior  and  the  States 
upon  the  kke  and  seacoast,  for  an  equality  of  benefits— 
of  expenditures  which  would  exhaust  the  revenues  of 
any  country. 

But,  in  connexion  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  con- 
sider for  a  moment  the  monstrous— I  will  not  say  intoler- 
able—inequality of  this  system  of  improvement;  for,  if  I 
were  compelled  to  the  act,  I  mig^t  submit  to  much  great- 
er, rather  than  break  up  this  Union.  But  is  it  fair,  is  it 
just,  necessary,  or  reasonable,  that  this  inequality  shsll 
exist?  Some  of  the  Ism  States  in  these  bills  receive 
t50,00Q,  some  others  #100,000,  and  one  large  State 
(New  York)  will  receive  upwards  of  $200,000  this  year, 
to  be  expended  within  its  limits,  and  upon  objects  calcu- 
lated to  increase  its  relative  advantages  over  the  other 
Btates  of  the  Union,  while  other  States  do  not  receive 
one  cent;  and  this  inequality  is  to  be  established  forever! 
It  oannot  be.  The  States  of  the  interior  must  lock  to 
their  interests;  they  will  look  to  their  interests,  if  this 
liyatem  goes  on,  to  whatever  extreme  it  may  lead.    My 


friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  said,  on  yesterday,  that 
there  will  be  no  more  appropriations  for  these  improve- 
ments;  that  there  will  be  an  end  to  all  such  works  now, 
since  we  passed  the  depostte  bill.  Well,  sir,  ought  this 
result  to  be  lamented,  if  it  irtiall  turn  out  to  be  one  of  the 
effects  of  that  bill,  which  is  practically  a  bill  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  of  the  Treasury?  Ought  the  pas- 
sage of  that  bill  to  be  deprecated,  because  it  may  termi- 
nate a  system  of  improvement,  which,  from  the  rebtive 
locality  of  the  State,  must,  after  all,  be  unequal  and  pro- 
ductive of  great  discontent,  and  the  most  wasteful  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  tressure?  Sir,  if  that  bill  sliaH 
effect  no  other  giod  but  this,  it  will  well  deserve  the 
support  and  approbation  of  the  public.  The  States,  hav- 
ing the  means,  will  be  much  better  judges  of  the  impor- 
tance of  improvements  within  their  fimits;  and  they  will 
be  generslly  more  economical  and  judicious  in  the  man- 
agement of  them  than  this  Government  can  be.  Each 
one  will  expend  no  more  than  its  due  proportion,  and 
none  will  have  cause  to  complain.  We  shall  at  the  same 
time  escape  the  disgraceful  combinations  by  which  these 
bills  effect  their  passage  through  this  House.  My  friend 
from  Virginia  also  thinks  that  another  effect  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  will  be  to  revive  and  uphold  the 
American  system,  to  increase  the  tariff,  and  sustain  an 
expensive  system  of  improvements  by  the  States.  That 
gentleman  must  bsve  forgotten  that  the  feature  in  the 
system  to  which  he  alludes— I  mean  the  American  sys- 
tem, which  wss  thought  to  be  most  dangerous,  and 
promised  to  be  most  effective  in  giving  it  permanency- 
was  the  inequality  of  the  distribution  of  the  revenue  pro- 
duced by  a  high  tariff.  The  States  of  the  Northwest, 
which  were  new  and  susceptible  of  improvement  to  any 
extent,  were  expected  to  combine  with  the  manufactur- 
ing States,  and  secure  to  themselves  all,  or  nearly  all, 
the  benefits  of  the  united  interests  of  the  system.  The 
States  of  the  West  were  to  hsve  the  money  expended 
within  their  limits,  which  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  by 
the  people  of  all  the  States;  and  in  this  result  the  South 
was  expected  to  continue  to  pay,  while  others  received 
as  well  as  paid.  It  was  the  inequality  of  the  benefits 
which  was  expected  to  give  permanence  to  the  system. 
Where  all  receive  in  an  equal  degree,  there  is  a  commu- 
nity of  interest  in  opposing  unjust  snd  unreasonable  tax- 
ation. My  friend  also  contends  that  the  practice  of  dis- 
tribution  will  cripple  the  operations  of  this  Government; 
that  it  will  be  stripped  to  the  bare  poles.  The  argu- 
ment is,  that  the  avarice  of  the  States,  and  the  desire  to 
Increase  the  funds  at  their  disposal,  will  prevent  the  ne- 
cessary appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  General 
Government.  Not  so,  sir.  If  it  be  true  that  the  States 
shall  feel  a  deep  interest  in  a  system  of  distribution,  in 
order  to  effect  those  great  purposes  of  education  and  im- 
provement, the  first  duties  of  the  local  Government,  it 
argues  but  little  foresight  or  wisdom  in  them  to  suppose 
that  they  would  consent  to  weaken  this  Government  in 
sny  of  its  essential  powers.  To  ensble  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  raise  a  large  revenue  from  the  customs,  or  to 
enable  it  to  preserve  and  husband  the  public  lands  as  a 
source  of  revenue,  all  its  necessary  powers  must  be 
maintained  in  due  vigor,  and  thia  the  States  will  be  ready 
enough  to  concede.  We  must  hsve  a  sufficient  army 
and  navy,  and  our  civil  establishment  is  never  likely  to 
be  too  small  for  the  service. 

My  friend  alsolsid  down  another  proposition,  in  which, 
I  think,  be  was  mistsken.  He  remarked,  in  relation  to 
the  abuses  growing  out  of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  the  remedy  that  had  been  provided  for  them  by 
the  bill  for  distributing  the  surplus,  that  they  were  both 
evils;  and  the  difference  between  them  was,  that  the  one 
might  be  reduced  to  a  system,  and  the  other  never  could. 
The  experience  of  all  Governments,  the  history  of  the 
world,  IS  against  the  correctness  of  this  conclution.    A 
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GoTcminent  nerer  goes  baekward  in  expenditures  and 
eztraTBgvnce.  Great  and  expensive  establiahments  are 
never  reduced  under  any  Government,  except  sometimes 
at  the  dose  of  a  war  a  military  establishment  may  be  re- 
duced! but,  sir,  as  a  ^neral  principle,  the  progress  of 
expenditure  and  profusion  in  any  Grovernment  is  contin- 
ued and  forward,  and  revolution  alone  can  terminate  it. 
{Mr.Wisi  inquired  if  bis  friend  from  Tennessee  under- 
stood biro  to  advance  a  different  proposition.  Mr.  B. 
•aid  be  did.  Mr.  W.  then  explained,  and  stated  that 
hit  argument  was,  that  the  present  insecure  and  anoma- 
lous condition  of  the  public  deposites  could  not  be  re- 
duced to  a  system.]  I  am  glad  to  find,  said  Mr.  B., 
that  1  did  mjr  friend  injustice  in  the  inference  1  had 
drawn  from  his  remarks;  but  I  roust  take  leave  to  say, 
that  I  think  the  greater  evil  to  be  remedied— much  the 

greater  calamity  which  threatened  to  befall  the  country 
y  reason  of  the  existing  state  of  the  public  Treasury, 
was  an  increased  number  of  public  officers— increased 
naval  and  military  establishments— an  undue  increase  of 
Government  patronage — ^and  a  profuse  and  proflinte 
waste  of  the  public  treasure  in  every  department  of  the 
public  service:  this,  sir,  was  the  true  disease  which  call- 
ed for  a  prompt  and  efficient  cure.  1  trust,  and  confi- 
dently t>elieve,  that  the  distribution  of  ibe  existing  sur- 
plus in  the  Treasury  will  effect  this  great  purpose.  I 
shall  be  grievously  disappointed  if  we  do  not,  in  a  very 
short  time,  find  the  country  roused  to  inquiry  in  regard 
to  the  public  expenditures,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give 
an  increased  efficiency  to  the  Government  by  salutary 
curtailments,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  necessary  sup- 
plies for  the  support  of  Government  will  be  liberally 
p«nted.  I  am  surprised  to  find  that  any  gentlemsn, 
who  claims  to  belong  to  the  State  rights  school,  should  be 
opposed  to  this  measure  of  distribution.  Why  should 
they  be  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  adding  strength  and 
importance  to  the  States?  To  do  this,  has,  heretofore, 
been  the  great  aim  and  the  object  of  most  solicitude  to 
the  State  rights  party.  How  to  reduce  the  power  of  the 
Federal  Government,  has,  heretofore,  been  the  great 
desideratum  with  that  party.  It  sounds  strange  to  my 
ears  to  hear  objections  from  that  quarter  to  the  late  de- 
eiaive  measure  of  this  House  in  relation  to  the  aurplus. 
But,  sir,  1  must  ag^ain  revert  to  what  I  consider  the  first 
and  chief  good  which  we  may  hope  will  grow  out  of  this 
measure— the  reduction  snd  limitation  of  the  expendi- 
tures and  patronage  of  this  Government.  We  have  had 
some  experience  already  of  the  disastrous,  the  ruinous 
consequences  of  an  overflowing  Treasury.  Look  at 
your  more  than  double  appropriations  for  the  present 
year;  your  Indian  wars,  and  the  enormous  expenditures 
required  to  carry  them  on!  If  the  late  measure  shall 
have  all  the  effect  which  I  anticipate  from  it,  we  ahall 
Boon  see  a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  every  abuse  of  the  Gov- 
ernment spreading  itself  over  the  country.  The  true 
measure  of  supply  for  the  support  of  Government, 
and  the  various  public  establishments,  will  be  estimated. 
The  utility  of  the  public  works  proposed  to  be  construct- 
ed will  receive  its  due  share  of  attention,  and  no  longer 
be  regarded  as  subordinate  to  the  mere  object  of  expend- 
iture. We  shall  no  longer  be  carelessly  and  recklessly 
exposed  to  the  hazard  of  foreign  war,  nor  to  savage 
massscre,  in  multiplied  Indian  hostilities,  because  our  re* 
aourcea  are  felt  to  be  ample  for  any  emergency,  and  our 
Treasury  is  known  to  be  redundant.  Sir,  1  repeat  the 
idea,  that  our  Indian  wars  have  resulted  from  a  sense  of 
the  vsst  powers  and  resources  of  this  Government  and  the 
abuse  of^its  patronage.  While  an  indifference,  and  even 
contempt,  of  an  Indian  war,  continue  to  be  felt  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, neither  the  vigilance,  nor  precaution,  nor  the 
energy  necessary  to  prevent  hostilities,  will  be  applied. 
Sir,  is  it  not  true  that  Indian  wars  have  been  raging 
within  the  last  six  months,  which  have  cost  the  lives  of 


hundreds  of  our  citixens,  and  will  cost  the  Government 
more  than  ten  millions  of  money,  and  which  have  never 
yet  been  thought  worthy  of  a  communication  to  Congress 
by  the  President?  Sir,  T  congratulate  the  country  that 
we  may  look  forward,  with  confidence,  to  times  when 
there  will  be  some  responsibility  felt  by  our  public  ser- 
vants, and  some  accountability  exacted  from  them  by 
the  people. 

The  passsge  of  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  among  the  States  has  been  attributed  to 
various  causes  of  a  political  nature.  The  true  cauae  of 
the  great  and  unexpected  favor  which  that  bill  found  in 
this  House  is  to  be  found  in  the  unexampled  spirit  of 
extravagance  manifested  throughout  the  session,  in  the 
appropriations  and  public  expenditures  of  every  kind. 
Strange,  therefore,  and  paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  rather  the  chairman 
of  that  committee,  who  has  repeatedly  avowed  himself 
against  it,  is  yet  entitled  to  the  cbief  merit  in  passing  it. 
This  credit  he  is  justly  entitled  to,  and  the  country  will 
no  doubt,  duly  appreciate  his  services. 

We  are  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  near  the  close  of  a  par- 
liamentary year,  one  of  the  most  eventful  in  our  history, 
and  one  that  must  be  long  felt,  and  remembered  for  good 
or  for  evil,  in  the  further  progress  of  this  Government. 
I  wish  I  could  consume  the  time  necessary  to  a  review 
of  all  the  most  remarkable  measures  and  incidents  which 
have  distinguished  our  proceeding^  during  the  present 
session.  Such  a  review  from  some  one  more  competent 
than  myself  would  be  a  public  benefit  I  cannot  refrain 
from  adverting  for  one  moment  to  the  extraordinary  dis- 
order and  constant  violation  of  all  sound  parliamentary 
rule  and  practice  which  has  prevailed  throughout  the 
session.  Every  member  must  feel  that  the  character  of 
the  House  has  been  deeply  affected  by  those  circumstan* 
ces,  in  the  opinion  of  the  public.  Another  session  of 
equal  length  and  disorder  must  end  in  disorganization, 
or  vest  the  entire  actual  power  of  the  Government  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive.  If  public  respect  and  pub- 
lic confidence  ahall  be  lost  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, we  shall  no  longer  have  it  in  our  power  to  boast 
of  a  free  Government.  I  would  not  be  understood  as 
charging  all  the  disordera  of  the  session  to  the  presidinji^ 
officer  of  this  House;  he,  it  is  true,  must  come  in  for  his 
share  of  responsibility;  but  to  the  House  itself  must  at- 
tach the  greater  reproach.  It  is  the  absence  of  a  proper 
regard  for  the  propriety  and  the  order  of  our  proceed* 
ings  in  the  members  of  the  House  themselves,  which 
alone  can  account  for  those  repeated  scenes  of  disorder, 
and  the  utter  contempt  for  all  the  laws  established  by 
long^  psriiamentary  practice,  so  often  manifeated  in  the 
course  of  this  session. 

I  do  not  wish  to  discriminate  between  parties  in  these 
observations.  It  is  a  aubject  which  ought  to  be  felt  as 
far  above  party  feeling  and  influence.  It  concerns  every 
patriot  of  every  party  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  correc* 
tion  of  the  evil.  I  cannot  but  remember,  however,  that 
during  the  whole  period  of  the  session,  there  has  been  a 
labored  effort,  through  the  columns  of  the  Government 
journal,  (the  Globe,)  to  identify  me,  humble  as  I  am, 
with  all  the  disordera  and  abuses  of  the  session.  I  have 
been  constantly  held  up  to  the  public  as  an  agitator,  a 
disorganizer,  and  one  who  deliberately  sought  to  thwart 
the  business  of  the  House,  and  especially  to  embarrass 
the  Speaker.  That  there  is  great  injustice  in  thia 
charge,  that  a  more  gross  and  unfounded  calumny  never 
was  propagated,  I  appeal  to  the  impartial  of  all  parties 
in  this  House. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Globe,  an  article  appeared 
beaded  "confeasion  of  the  leader  of  the  White  party;" 
and,  in  the  body  of  the  article,  I  was  represented  as  hav- 
ing suted,  in  a  speech,  that  *<  the  minority  of  the  Houae 
were  tyrannized  over,  and  they  were  naturally  in  a  re« 
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fractory,  restlen,  and  perturbed  condition;  and,  if  they 
could  not  be  beard  orderly,  they  would  do  so  disorder- 
ly." The  editor  did  me  over  honor  in  aasif^^ning  me  the 
rank  of  leader  of  the  White  party;  but  the  injustice  and 
the  falsehood  of  the  charge  I  have  stated  was  felt  by 
every  member  of  the  House  who  beard  my  remarks  in 
the  debate  referred  to  in  the  Globe.  It  is  true  I  stated, 
in  that  debate,  that  the  minority  were  tyrannized  over 
in  the  House;  that  in  the  proceedings  of  a  former  day 
they  htd  been  compelled  to  act^to  vote — and  yet  their 
lips  were  sealed,  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  against 
utterance  of  complaint  or  explanation;  that  they  had  only 
desired  to  state  a  fact,  which  had  been  misstated  from 
the  Chair,  but  that  too  was  denied  them;  that,  to  add  to 
the  injustice  and  tyranny  of  the  proceeding,  the  Globe 
came  out  a  morning  or  two  afler  with  an  article,  in 
which  the  question  was  falsely  stated,  and  the  most  un- 
worthy and  disgraceful  motives  ascribed  to  every  indi- 
vidual, but  one,  who  voted  in  the  minority.  It  was  such 
injustice,  such  tyranny  as  this,  which  I  said  naturally 
tended  to  produce  restlessness,  and  a  violent  temper  in 
the  minority;  and,  for  this  reason,  I  invoked  a  spirit  of 
forbearance  and  moderation  on  the  part  of  the  Chair, 
and  the  majority  of  the  House,  towards  the  minority. 
But,  sir,  so  ftr  was  I  from  giving  my  countenance  and 
support  to  the  course  of  the  gentlemen  who  refused  to 
vote  wben  their  names  were  called  upon  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr  Pihckitbt,] 
that  1  stated  explicitly  and  expressly,  if  the  House  pass- 
ed a  vote  not  to  excuse  them,  and  they  ahould,  in  con- 
tempt of  the  authority  of  the  House,  refuse  to  do  so,  I 
should  feel  myself  bound,  in  vindication  of  the  necessai^ 
power  of  the  House,  to  vote  their  expulsion  from  this 
body,  as  painful  as  it  might  be  to  my  feelings  on  person- 
al grounds. 

In  another  and  later  article  of  the  same  journal,  the  mi- 
nority in  the  House  are  charged  with  having  resorted 
to  **  every  expedient"  to  thwart  the  public  business;  and 
I  am  specially  referred  to  as  having  contributed  largely 
to  this  object.  I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  every 
charge  of  this  nature  is  without  the  slightest  foundation 
in  truth.  It  is  due  to  myself  that  I  should  also  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion  to  say,  that,  in  regard  to  the 
proposition  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District,  and  the 
abolition  question  generally,  I  diflfered  with  many  of  my 
friends  in  this  House,  as  they  very  well  know,  as  to  the 
moat  judicious  mode  of  managing  it.  In  all  the  discus- 
aiona  which  have  taken  place  upon  that  subject,  I  have 
been  generally  silent;  and  vwhen  I  had  occasion  to  take 
some  part  in  the  incidential  questions  which  have  grown 
out  of  it  in  the  progress  of  the  session,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected by  the  members  of  the  House  I  sought  to  allay, 
rather  than  increase,  excitement;  though  I  could  not 
agree  with  the  moderate  party  in  all  their  views  of  that 
question,  nor  could  I  vote  with  those  who  sought  to  sup- 
press all  discussion  by  a  violation  of  the  right  of  speech 
in  this  House.  As  to  the  other  expedients  for  exhaust- 
ing the  time  and  thwarting  the  business  of  the  House,  I 
affirm  that,  upon  no  occasion,  and  in  no  instance,  I  have 
lent  myself  to  any  such  purpose.  In  the  whole  course 
of  the  session,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  but  once;  and  that  was  upon  the  resolu- 
tion I  oflTered  changing  the  hour  at  which  this  House 
should  meet  in  the  morning  from  12  to  11  o'clock. 

But,  sir,  the  wide  range  of  debate  indulged  in  by  me, 
and  the  time  I  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  the  naval 
appropriation  bill,  baa  been  the  pretext  of  the  grossest 
misrepresentation .  As  humble  an  individual  as  I  may  be, 
it  has  been  my  fortune  within  the  last  year  or  two  to 
have  been  the  object  of  the  most  bitter  and  unqualified 
denunciation  and  calumny  by  the  leading  journals  in 
the  interest  of  the  party  in  power.  I  have,  at  the  same 
timef  been  the  •bject  of  uarcmitted  attack  and  denunci- 


ation by  those  who  occupy  the  higheat  stationa  in  the 
Government.  My  support  of  a  distinguished  Senator 
from  Tennessee  for  the  presidency  has  been  ascribed  to 
the  most  unworthy  private  motives,  and  e^try  ground  of 
public  principle  or  of  public  interest,  in  justification,  has 
been  denied.  Sir,  these  attacks  and  these  misrepresent- 
ations have  been  continued  up  to  this  day.  It  was 
natural  that,  upon  the  meeting  of  Congress,  I  should  seek 
the  earlieat  opportunity  of  f^iving  an  exposition  of  my 
course,  and  the  motives  which  \tA  to  it;  or,  at  least,  to 
show  that  the  friends  of  Judge  White  were  at  issue  with 
those  of  the  Vice  President,  [Mr.  Van  Bnren,]in  regard 
to  principles  of  the  highest  grade  and  importance. 
Well,  sir,  I  sat  in  my  seat  from  the  first  of  the  session; 
and  waited  patiently  for  an  occasion  upon  which  I  could 
properly,  and  without  seeming  to  trespass  upon  any  rule 
of  order  or  propriety,  make  the  rennarks  which  my  feelings 
and  judgment  both  dictated  as  proper.  I  had  resolutions 
drawn  up  which  imbodied  all  the  propositions  I  was  de- 
sirous of  establiahing;  but,  sir,  no  privilege  was  allowed 
me  of  offering  them.  It  is  an  .extraordinary  fact,  and  it  is 
as  unprecedented  as  it  is  extraordinary,  that  no  member, 
from  the  first  of  the  session  to  this  day,  has  been  at  fib- 
erty  to  offer  a  proposition  of  any  kind  to  the  House,  with- 
out the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the  members.  The  ap- 
propriation bills  came  up  in  January,  but  I  declined 
going  into  an  extended  discussion  upon  them  at  that 
time,  upon  the  ground,  as  I  then  expressly  avowed,  that 
I  was  unwilling  to  delay  the  passage  of  the  bills  while 
there  was  the  remotest  prospect  of  a  war  with  France. 
But  when  the  naval  appropriation  bill  came  up  for  con- 
sideration, about  the  middle  of  Marcb»  andaf^erthe  cloud 
of  war  which  had  lowered  for  a  season  upon  the  eastern 
horizon  had  passed  away,  I  availed  myself  of  an  undoubt- 
ed parliamentary  privilege  to  discuss  fully  every  question 
I  thouglit  proper  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country.  But  thisy  again,  became  the  pretext  for 
renewed  attacks.  After  having  my  lips  sealed  fur  four 
months  by  the  artful  and  arbitrary  course  of  proceeding 
of  the  House,  when  I  at  last  seized  a  proper  occasion 
for  the  expression  of  my  views,  I  was  not  only  assailed 
for  this  act  in  the  most  gross  and  offensive  manner,  by 
the  ofiicial  paper  of  this  city,  but  I  was  made  the  subject 
of  repeated  attacks  in  this  House.  A  deliberate  attempt 
was  made  to  insult  me  by  a  movement  in  the  House  at 
the  close  uf  the  discussion  upon  the  naval  bill,  under 
circumstances  which  left  me  no  redress.  Those  who 
advised  snd  originsted  that  movement  did  not  dare  to 
show  themselves,  nor  will  they.  For  that  speech  I 
have  been  a  standing  object  of  reference  and  insult  by  a 
member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Mahh.]  A  member 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Spkioht,]  after  having  been 
absent  a  great  part  of  the  session,  signalised  his  return 
to  his  duty  here  by  spying  out  the  condition  of  the  House 
at  onetime  when  I  was  speaking;  but  not  supposing  that 
he  had  sufficiently  propitiated  those  who  have  the  pow- 
er a^d  the  will  to  reward  such  services,  by  catering  for 
the  columns  of  the  Globe,  he  travelled  out  of  his  path 
upon  another  occasion,  with  a  view  to  furnish  fresh  mat- 
ter of  comment  upon  the  subject  of  my  speech  upon  the 
bill  alluded  to.  1  suppose  the  gentleman  may  now  feel 
sure  of  his  aim. 

But,  sir,  besides  these  instsnces  of  gross  personal  at- 
tack in  this  House,  a  number  of  gentlemen  followe<l  me 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  both  upon  the  naval  bilf, 
and  fortification  bill  which  succeeded  it,  msny  of  whom 
grossly  misrepresented  my  arguments,  and  some  of  whom 
assailed  my  motives;  but,  out  of  respect  for  the  wishes 
of  the  House,  and  to  avoid  sny  ju«t  ground  to  suppose 
that  I  desired  to  delay  the  business  of  the  House  by  re- 
peated replies  and  interruptions,  I  have  forborne  to  an- 
swer or  notice  what  has  been  said.  But  we  are  now 
drawing  near  the  clote  of  the  aeMiop^  and  I  appeal  to 
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the  liberal  end  generous  feelinn  of  honorable  membert, 
whether  1  may  not  be  permitted  to  reply  to  lo  many  and 
tuoh  repeated  attacks  and  misrepresentationa.  [Cries 
of  Go  on.] 

Against  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  QMr.  Gablaitb,] 
who  followed  me  in  the  debate  already  alluded  to,  1  have 
ncv  complaint  to  make,  except  that  in  bis  speech,  as  it  is 
printed,  and  no  doubt  as  it  was  spoken  also,  he  has 
stated  that  eleven  members  of  the  Tennessee  delegation 
in  Congress,  of  which  1  was  one,  held  a  meeting,  and 
that  <'  Uiey  intended  to  nominate  and  recommend  a  can« 
didate  for  the  presidency,  and  did  so.'' 

[Mr.  Gaelabd  explained,  and  said  that  he  certainly  did 
not  intend  to  misrepresent  the  motives  or  objects  of  the 
meeting  alluded  to.] 

1  know  the  gentleman  did  not  intend  any  such  thing, 
for  his  liberality  and  courtesy  were  too  manifest  through- 
out his  speech  to  admit  such  an  inference;  hut  I  wish 
now  to  correct  the  impression  under  which  he  made 
that  statement,  by  declaring  that  the  Tennessee  delega- 
tion, at  the  meeting  alluded  to,  neither  intended,  nor 
did  they  nominate  a  candidate  for  the  presidency;  nor 
did  they  even  recommend  one  to  the  consideration  of 
the  people.  The  next  gentleman  who  did  me  the  honor 
to  notice  my  remarks  was  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  JiETis.]  That  gentleman  said,  in  alluding  to  me 
and  my  coune  as  a  member  of  this  House,  «that  having 
seen  in  the  public  journals,  during  the  last  year,  while 
be  was  canvassing  for  re-election,  the  professions  of  his 
attachment  to  the  administration,  I  was  not  prepared  for 
his  opposition."  The  insinuation  is,  that  I  obtained  my 
Beat  here  by  professing  an  attachment  to  an  administra- 
tion which  I  did  not  feel.  I  deny  that  I  liave  ever,  upon 
any  occasion,  or  for  any  purpose,  professed  a  greater 
nttachment  to  the  administration  than  I  have  manifested 
upon  thi9  floor,  by  any  thing  1  have  either  said  or  done. 
I  consider  the  man  who  could  practise  such  a  deception 
upon  the  people,  with  a  view  to  a  seat  here,  as  unworthy 
to  occupy  one.  But  the  charge  insinuated  against  me  is 
false  in  every  particular.  1  deny  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  saw  in  the  public  journals  any  proiessions  of 
attachment  made  by  me,  of  the  nature  be  leaves  it  to  be 
inferred  he  did,  during  the  hist  year.  The  gentleman 
also  significantly  inquires,  ■<  Whence  the  sudden  flood 
of  light  which  has  gushed  upon  his  benighted  eye-baHs, 
disclosing  deformity,  where  all  before  was  fair.*"  I  an- 
swer the  gentleman,  by  affirming  that  the  time  never 
was  when  1  regarded  all  as  either  fair  or  defensible  in 
the  conduct  of  this  administration,  as  he  will  find  by  my 
votes  on  msny  questions,  at  an  early  period  of  its  ex- 
istence. The  gentleman  does  me  wilful  injustice  in  im- 
puting to  me  general  opposition  to  the  administration. 
There  is  no  one  principle,  or  any  one  measure  of  gen- 
eral policy,  identified  in  any  manner  with  this  adminis- 
tration, and  which  I  have  heretofore  supported,  which  I 
do  not  now  support.  But  I  am  willing  to  answer  the 
gentlemsn  with  more  candor  upon  this  point  than  he 
makes  the  charge.  It  is  the  party  association  to  which 
he  belongs  that  I  have  refused  to  support!  It  is  the 
party  which  claims  to  be  the  Jackson  party;  and  it  is  my  < 
opposition  to  this  party  which  has  surprised  the  gentle-  | 
man;  and  if  he  would  know  why  I  will  not  co-operate  | 
with  them,  I  answer,  because  this  party,  which  now  ' 
claims  to  be  the  republican  party,  is  no  more  like  the 
true  old  republican  party  in  the  United  States,  than  the 
semblance  is  like  the  reality. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Vxxdsbpoxl]  next 
made  some  allusions  to  my  course,  which  require  notice. 
**  In  the  tremendous  conflict,"  said  the  gentleman,  «  of 
tlie  panic  session,  where  was  the  eloquent  and  potential 
voice  of  the  gentleman  who  represented  the  Hermitage 
district^"  It  was,  he  continued,  «  for  all  the.purposes 
of  vindlcat'mn,  as  mote  as  the  grave»  and  much  to  the 


wonderment  of  many  gentlemen.  If  the  gentleman  had 
quoted  more  fully  from  the  columns  of  that  journal  from 
which  he  must  have  imbibed  the  spirit  of  his  remarks, 
he  would  have  furnished  the  solution  of  what  he  affects 
to  consider  a  mystery,  as  given  by  the  editor;  and  he 
might,  with  equal  propriety,  have  adopted  the  entire 
slander.  The  gentleman  speaks  in  perfect  consistency 
with  the  principles  of  his  party,  when  he  makea  the  aup- 
port  and  praise  of  General  Jackson  the  true  test  of  pa- 
triotism and  merit  upon  every  question.  But  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  should  feel  at 
any  loss  in  accounting  for  my  course  upon  the  question  of 
the  removal  of  the  deposites;  he  ought  to  know  that  there 
were  sufficient  reasons  for  my  course  in  the  character  of 
the  measure.  But,  sir»lest  he  should  be  left  in  ignorance, 
I  will  inform  bim  that  I  happened  to  know  rather  too  much 
iarelation  to  the  objects  ami  means  employed  in  bringing 
about  that  measure.  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  had  no  in- 
formation from  any  high  official  source,  nor  from  any 
other  of  which  it  is  improper  for  me  to  speak;  but  I  did 
know  quite  too  much  about  the  necessity  which  was 
supposed  to  exist  for  drawing  a  party  line,  especially 
after  the  delivery  of  a  certain  speech  at  Pittsburg.*  I 
happened  to  be  too  well  informed  of  the  intrigues  by 
which  that  measure  was  brought  about;  and  I  am  not 
surprised  that  three  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  a  leading 
influence  in  the  matter  now  fill  three  of  the  highest 
stations  under  the  Government.  Will  the  gentleman  be 
satisfied  with  this  answer^ 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  notice  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Towvs,]  as  I  find  them  in  a 
printed  speech,  which  hss  been  very  widely  circulated. 
1  must  say  that  the  gentleman  has  surprised  me  by  the 
general  tenor  of  that  part  of  his  printed  speech  in  which 
be  professes  to  reply  to  me.  I  cannot  conceive  of  any 
personal  motive  which  the  gentleman  could  be  actuated 
by;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  no  public  consideration 
could  have  been  so  urgent  as  to  call  for  a  representation 
of  my  course  and  my  remarks,  so  entirely  different  from 
both.  The  gentleman  charges  me,  in  pretty  plain 
terms  with  having  calumniated  the  maiority  of  the  House; 
and  that  I  *'  make  them  more  servile,  dishonored,  and 
disgraced  J  than  slaves."  1  deny  that  I  have  ever  imputed 
such  qualities  to  the  members  of  this  House.  When  I 
said  that  if  the  President  had  willed  that  there  should  be 
war  with  France,  war  we  must  have  had,  whatever 
might  be  the  private  opinions  of  members,  I  did  so  in 
express  reference  to  party  obligations,  and  the  nature 
of  the  pledges  under  which  the  members  of  Congress 
were  elected  in  these  times  of  high  party  excitement; 
and  th»t  was,  unqualified  support  of  General  Jacksoii 
and  his  administration.  I  have  the  happiness  to  know 
that,  although  1  spoke  with  the  greatest  allowable  free- 
dom, many  of  the  most  respectable  members  of  the  ma- 
jority acknowledged  that  I  did  not  fail  in  the  respect  and 
courtesy  which  are  always  due  to  this  House  and  to  its 
members.  Sir,  whatever  I  may  have  thourbt,  whatever 
1  may  now  think,  of  individual  members  of  the  majority, 
I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  a  larg^  portion  of 
them  are  very  far  from  deserving  the  character  which 
1  have  been  made  to  give  them.  But  since  the  gentle- 
man has  become  the  champion,  and  volunteered  in  de- 
fence of  the  party  to  which  he  belongv  against  all  charges 
of  a  want  of  independence,  I  would  like  to  know  how 
he  has  entitled  himself  to  this  pre-eminence  among  his 
fellows.  By  what  single  act  of  independence  has  he 
asserted  his  title  to  the  rank  which  he  assumed?  I  know 
of  none;   and,  therefore,  if  I  had  actually  made  the 

*  I  ought  to  have  said,  aAer  the  peace  and  harmonv  of 
the  Union  were  preserved  by  the  compromise  tariff'billj 
and  especially  after  the  delirery  of  a  certain  speech  at 
Pittsburg. 
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charge  af^ainst  bim  which  he  alleges  I  made  ag^amst  the 
majority  of  the  House,  he  would  hare  had  no  cause  to 
complain.  The  gentleman  remarks  in  another  part  of 
his  speech,  in  speaking  of  the  supporters  of  Judge 
White,  that  he  has  ••  never  yet  beard  an  avowal  of  their 
creed.**  «•!  do  not  know,"  be  continues,  «<  the  princi- 
fHes  they  profess."  I  will  let  the  gentleman  into  the 
light  of  some  of  them  before  I  sit  down. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  in  his  printed  speech, 
represents  that  the  distinction  I  had  drawn  between  a 
caucus  and  the  meeting  of  the  Tennessee  delegation  in 
December,  1834,  was,  'Mhat  there  was  no  regular  no- 
tice given"  of  the  latter;  that  *•  there  was  no  chairman, 
no  secretary,  no  record  or  minutes  kept,"  leaving  it  to 
be  inferred  that  a  nomination  of  a  candidate  was  both 
intended  and  actually  made.  Reference  is  so  oAen  made 
to  this  meeting,  and  so  many  misrepresentations  of  the 
objects  of  It  are  abroad,  that  I  will  take  this  occasion  to 
state  the  real  object  and  character  of  the  meeting.  I 
have  already  stated  that  no  nomination  was  made  bv  that 
meeting,  and  f  now  aver  that  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  meeting  that  no  nomination  should  be 
made.  Even  the  letter  addressed  some  days  afterwards 
by  a  portion  of  the  delegation  to  Judge  White  was  not 
resolved  upon  at  that  meeting.  [Mr.  STAVDBrm  said  it 
was  not  spoken  of.]  My  collesgue  reminds  me  that  it 
was  not  spoken  of  at  the  meeting.  I  now  state,  for  the 
information  of  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  that  meet- 
ing was  the  result  of  the  insinuations  and  affected  doubts 
of  a  small  number  of  the  delegation,  in  relation  to  the 
course  of  some  of  their  colleagues  who  were  more  hon- 
est and  candid  than  themselves.  The  meeting  was  got- 
ten up,  in  fact,  though  not  avowedly,  to  solve  these 
doubts,  and  to  test  the  views  of  those  whose  sincerity 
had  been  questioned.  Well,  sir,  the  meeting  took 
place,  and  was  attended  by  myself  and  all  my  col  leases, 
except  three  of  the  House,  and  otie  of  the  Senate,  who 
was  expected  to  attend.  In  the  meeting  there  appeared 
to  be  no  disguise  or  equivocation  on  the  part  of  those 
who  had,  without  their  knowledge  of  the  object,  been 
brought  there  to  ascertain  their  real  sentiments.  They 
frankly,  and  without  hesitation,  avowed  their  preference 
for  Judge  White,  and  their  determination  to  support 
him.  The  next  day,  to  the  astonishment  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  delegation  but  themselves,  the  two  gentle- 
men, one  a  member  of  the  House  and  the  other  of  the 
Senate,  whose  suggestions  had  actually  brought  about 
the  meeting,  together  with  another  of  their  colleagues 
who  attended  the  meeting,  openly  changed  their  ground, 
after  having  but  the  day  before  expresifed  an  unqualified 
intention  to  support  Judge  White;  aWtl  two  of  these 
gentlemen,  [Messrs.  Polk  and  GauaDT,]  sir,  are  at  this 
moment  In  the  enjoyment  of  the  rewanls  of  their  hy- 
pocrisy and  their  treachery  to  their  colleagues. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  in  another  part  of  his 

speech,  makes  the  following  statement  and  reference  to 

me:  <*  Of  all  the  charges  that  have  been  made  against  the 

President,  and  the  party  in  support  of  his  administration, 

whether  from  false  friends  or  open  enemies,  it  has  been 

reserved  to  the  gentleman  from  I'ennessee  to  go  a  full  bar's 

length  beyond  the  limits  of  the  most  daringi  and  at  one 

stroke  of  the  pencil  to  draw  the  tyrant,  the  usurper,  the 

crouching  sycophant,  and  the  degraded  menial."  **Gould 

that  venerable  old  man,  under  whose  paternal  wing  the 

member  from  Tennessee  has  no  doubt  often  felt  his  greatest 

security,  utter  one  word  of  complaint  for  the  injustice  done 

him,  might  he  not,  in  the  language  of  the  poet,  exclaim — 

"  The  arrow  that  deepest  in  my  bosom  went, 

Piew  from  the  bow  pretended  Priendthip  beat." 

Now,  sir,  all  this  is  mere  fancy  work,  and  no  one  fact, 

either  openly  stated  or  covertly  insinuated  in  the  remarks 

I  have  quoted  from  the  gentleman's  speech,  is  founded 

in  truth.    The  imputation  upon  my  course  towards  the 
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President  I  regard  as  dishonorable  in  the  last  degree; 
and  if  I  felt  myself  capable  of  such  baseness,  I  should 
think  myself  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  this  House.  What- 
ever I  msy  have  thought,  or  however  much  opposed  to 
some  of  the  messures  and  conduct  of  General  Jackson, 
I  have  always  left  it  to  his  enemies  to  abuse  him.  Neither 
in  my  late  speech,  nor  upon  any  other  occasion,  have  I 
said  (hat  lie  was  either  a  tyrant,  a  tisurper,  a  crouching 
sycophant,  or  a  degraded  slave.  The  crouching  syco- 
phant, or  the  degraded  slave,  it  Is  impossible  that  Gene- 
ral Jackson  should  ever  be.  He  may  be  the  master  of 
slaves  and  menials,  but  nature  has  disqualified  him  from 
becoming  one  himself.  The  gentleman  must  have  had 
some  other  person  in  view  when  he  drew  the  picture  of 
the  false,  ungrateful,  and  pretended  friend;  or  he  most 
have  derived  his  information  in  relation  to  my  course 
from  some  one  who  is  utterly  reckless  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  stated.  He  doubtleas  had  in  his  mmd  some  one 
of  that  throng  who  have  been  blown  into  rrpute  and 
place  of  late,  only  in  consequence  of  their  unqualified, 
unscrupulous  praise  of  General  Jackson.  But,  sir,  great 
as  General  Jackson  is,  eminent  as  he  is  in  ranki  in  station, 
and  in  the  public  mind,  he  is  still  but  a  man;  and  I  hav6 
never  yet  bowed  myself  down  below  the  level  of  a  man, 
to  win  his  favor,  or  that  of  any  other  man.  My  services 
to  him,  too,  have  always  gone  beyond  my  professions, 
both  here  and  t>efore  the  people.  I  will  also  say  to  tha 
gentleman  that  I  never  vet  could  bring  myself  to  deal  in 
eulrgies  upon  any  man  in  power.  I'be  highest  rewards 
he  cou!d  beatow,  1  would  regard  as  too  smsll  for  such 
service.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  could  not  have 
been  more  unfortunate  in  the  invention  of  a  charge  to 
make  against  me,  than  he  has  been  in  representing  me 
as  receiving  protection  and  security  under  the  "paternal 
wing"  of  the  President.  Sir,  I  venerate  the  President 
for  nis  years,  and  the  eminent  service  he  has  done  hia 
country  upon  many  occasionsi  yet  I  must  say,  in  jastice 
to  myself,  that  I  never  sought,  and  never  received,  pro- 
tection or  advancement  from  him.  Though  I  would  not 
volunteer  the  declaration,  yet,  since  this  occasion  is  ac- 
cidentally aflTorded  me,  I  must  say,  further,  that  I  feel  a 
just  pride,  considering  the  circumstances  of  my  present 
position,  in  being  able  to  aiate  that,  in  every  contest  in 
which  I  have  been  concerned,  whether  before  the  peo- 
ple or  in  this  House,  I  have  ever  found  the  President  my 
most  powerful  opponent. 

Here,  sir,  I  should  close  my  remarks,  but  I  have  prom- 
ised that,  before  1  sit  down,  I  would  give  some  explana- 
tion of  the  grounds  and  principles  upon  which  those 
with  whom  I  set  in  this  House,  and  out  of  it,  have  taken 
their  course  in  relation  to  the  succession.  I  am  also  too 
deeply  persuaded  that  the  crisis  demands  the  fullest  de- 
velopment in  the  power  of  any  and  every  one  to  give  of 
the  dangers  which  at  present  beset  us. 

if  ever  there  was  a  time  m  the  history  of  this  country 
which  called,  imperiously  called,  for  the  discu^'Sion  and 
settlement  in  (his  place,  in  this  hall  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  nation,  of  great  and  fundamental  principles; 
principles  intimately  and  indissolubly  connected  with  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  this  people,  the  stability  and 
successful  action  of  our  happy  system  of  government,  it 
is  at  the  present  juncture.  Precedents  and  doctrines  are 
being  established,  ami  ingrafted,  not  only  in  the  public 
administraiion  of  the  Government,  but  in  the  minds  of 
the  people,  upon  public  sentiment,  subversive,  in  my 
judgment,  of  the  first  and  most  cherished  principles  of 
our  Government;  precedents  snd  doctrines  destructive 
of  all  the  securities  provided  in  the  constitution  for  the 
preservation  of  a  free  representative  Government;  pre- 
cedents and  doctrines  at  war  with  all  that  baa  heretofore 
been  regarded  as  fundamental  and  organic  in  the  very 
existence  of  a  free  Government. 
It  is  not  only  consolidation  that  is  mcmiccd.  but  a 
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eoiuolidfttion  which  ought  to  be  equally  odious  to  the 
federalist  and  the  republican;  a  consorulation  of  the  most 
oflfensive  and  revolting  nature  to  the  feelings  and  judg- 
ment of  every  freennaii,  who  has  not  already  become  cal- 
lous to  every  sentiment  associated  with  the  name  of  a  re- 
public—of  liberty;  who  is  not  already  dead  to  all  the 
cherished  recollections  of  the  past,  and  all  (he  inspiring 
hopes  of  the  future.  Sir,  ordinary  consolidation,  the  idea 
of  which  has,  heretofore,  been  sufficient  to  excite  the 
feart  of  many  of  the  most  unquestioned  patriots  of  the 
land,  was  nothing  more  than  the  concentration  of  all  the 
powers  of  sovereignty  in  the  Federal  Government,  of 
which  Congress  might  still  be  regarded  as  a  respected, 
independent,  and  efficient  department.  The  idea  that 
the  representatives  of  every  pjrt  of  the  Union  would  still 
annually  assemble  to  deliberate,  with  Jhe  spirit  and  in- 
dependence of  freemen,  upon  all  the  'great  interests  of 
the  nation,  though  the  Stale  authorities  and  Government 
night  full  into  disuse  or  contempt,  constituted  some  secu- 
rity against  the  worst  that  might  happen  under  such  a 
■tate  of  things;  but  the  consolidation  which  is  now 
threatened  through  the  in6uence  of  party  machinery, 
and  the  new  doctrines  which  are  becoming  prevalent  in 
regard  to  the  uses  to  which  Government  patronage  may 
be  properly  applied,  leads  not  only  to  a  cor.centration  of 
all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  in  the  federal  head,  but  in  a 
single  branch  of  the  National  Government— in  the  Exec- 
utive. Congress,  in  all  things  but  in  name,  is  to  be  an- 
nihilated. The  two  Houses  of  that  body  are  to  be  con- 
trolled by  the  same  means,  by  the  use  of  the  same  party 
machinery,  that  make  and  control  the  President  himself. 
A  political  joint  stock  company,  acting  through  the  Pres- 
ident as  their  agent,  is  intended  to  rule  the  wholet  and 
rule  it  willy  until  some  future  President,  more  ambitious 
tlian  the  past,  shall  apply  the  whole  capital  of  the  com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  the  only  trustee,  to  his  own  use,  and 
■purn  from  hu  favor  the  disciplined  corps  which  brought 
him  into  power,  as  having  no  more  right  to  rule  jointly 
with  him  than  he  has  to  govern  alone {  and  thus  drops 
the  curtain  forever  upon  what  may  afterwards  be  denomi- 
nated the  farce  of  American  liberty ! 

But  there  is  a  point  of  delicacy  which  I  must  notice 
before  1  proceed  further  with  this  branch  of  my  remarks. 
I  shall  be  forced  to  speak  freely  of  the  course  of  the 
President  in  the  remarks  which  1  propose  to  submit.  1 
know  that  a  sort  of  morbid  jealousy  and  sensibility,  in  re- 
lation to  every  thing  which  may  be  construed  into  an  at- 
tack upon  the  President,  i«  the  natural  feeling  of  a  House 
of  Bepresentatives  composed  chiefly  of  bis  friends  and 
■upporters.  The  danger  is,  that  this  party  interest  which 
exists  to  repel  every  thing  that  savorslbf  an  attack  upon 
bim,  may,  and  wilt,  lead  to  a  spirit  of  intolerance,  and 
often  to  a  total  suppression  of  all  free  discussion  and  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct.  This  disposition  to  intolerance 
if  greatly  increased  when  a  President,  like  the  present 
one,  is  not  only  supported  by  a  large  majority  in  this 
House,  but  is  besides,  a  great  popular  favorite.  Yet, 
it  is  precisely  at  such  a  period  that  free  and  rigid  inquiry 
and  investigation  are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
public  interest.  It  is  at  such  a  lime  only  that  Congress 
can  show  itself  to  be  the  true,  and  fesrless,  and  faithful 
guardian  of  the  public  liberty.  During  an  unpopular 
administration,  neither  courage,  nor  industry,  nor  zeal, 
ftr«  wanting  to  execute  the  task  of  inquiry  into  executive 
eonduct  or  abuses.  All  are  ready  to  discharge  a  duty 
which  is  popuUr,  and  in  which  there  is  no  peril.  But  it 
is  the  duty  of  this  House,  under  all  administrations, 
whether  popular  or  otherwise,  to  lend  a  ready  ear  to 
discussions  and  investigations  which  relate  to  executive 
conduc,  power,  and  influence. 

But,  sir,  I  am  not  certain  if  an  opinion  is  not  becom- 
ing prevalent,  for  wsnt  of  prctper  reflection  and  inquiry, 
that  the  President  is  in  no  way  responsible  to  this  House 


fur  any  thing  be  may  do;  that  he  is  an  independent  co- 
ordinate department  of  the  Government,  who  is  respon« 
sible  to  <*  his  constituents" — to  the  people)  and  that  we 
have  only  to  attend  to  our  ordinary  duties  as  membera  of 
the  legislative  branch  of  the  Government;  and  to  take 
care  to  be  able  to  answer  to  the  people  for  our  own  con- 
duct, without  undertaking  to  question  the  propriety  of 
what  the  President  has  done,  or  may  do.  I  say,  1  am  not 
sure  if  such  a  sentiment  is  not  becoming  common  in  the 
country;  and  I  almost  blush  to  think  that  such  a  feeling 
is  not  altogether  unknown  in  this  House.  Sir,  it  is  a 
great  mistake,  and  may  be  the  source  of  many  errors,  and 
of  great  mischief  to  the  country.  The  eiecutive  chief 
of  the  Government  is  responsible,  not  only  to  his  con- 
stituentfi,  the  people,  but  he  is  responsible  to  this  House; 
and  this  is  a  part  of  the  theory  of  this  Government  which 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of.  It  is  true  that  the  idea, 
which  has  grown  up  of  late,  of  the  total  independence  of 
the  President  on  this  House,  has  become  so  common, 
that  1  am  not  certain  if  the  bare  suggestion  of  the  con- 
stitutional duties  and  powers  of  this  House  will  not  excite 
surprise,  and  startle  the  more  devoted  friends  of  the 
President  But  it  is  fit  that  we  sboukl  not  lose  all 
recollection  of  our  powera  and  privileges.  It  will  have 
some  good  effect  to  make  continual  claim  to  our  consti- 
tutional powers,  though  we  may  not  think  proper  to  ex« 
ercise  them.  1  will  then  take  leave  to  repeat^  that  the 
President  is  responsible  to  this  House,  in  the  only  way 
that  he  could  be  made  so,  without  depriving  him  of  the 
shadow  of  independence  as  the  head  of  a  separate  depart- 
ment of  the  Goremment*— and  that  is,  by  impeachment. 
Ay,  sir,  the  President  may  not  only  be  impeached  by 
this  House,  but  it  is  its  bounden  and  sacred  duty  actually 
to  impesch  him  for  adequate  cause.  1  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  present  incumbent  ought  to  be  impeached, 
but  1  would  have  this  House  to  be  familiar  in  the  knowU 
edge  of  its  powers.  The  day  may  eome,  in  the  prrgresa 
of  this  Government,  when  a  great  example  will  have  to 
be  given  to  the  country  of  the  spirit  snd  power  of  thia 
House;  or  the  Executive,  instead  of  becoming  independ- 
ent only  of  the  House,  will  actually  govern  it  andllie 
people  into  the  bargain.  Sir,  the  eonstitution  did  not 
mean  that,  because  the  people,  by  their  voice,  noay  ele- 
vate s  man  to  the  presidency,  they  do  thereby  sanction, 
in  advance,  and  engage  to  submit  to,  all  that  he  may  do 
in  the  four  years  of  his  term  of  service.  On  the  contra* 
ry,  it  supposes  that  a  President,  thus  chosen,  may  abuse 
his  powers,  and  deserve  to  be  removed  from  office;  and 
the  duty  of  supervising  hiscond'.ict  is  given  to  this  House. 
Yes,  sir,  we  are^tbe  constitutional  supervisors  and  over- 
seers of  the  conMct  of  the  Executive. 

Having  msde  these  preliminary  remarks,  1  proceed  to 
the  subject  I  sm  most  desirous  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
Congress  and  of  the  country.  I  allude  to  the  subject  of 
executive  and  official  interference  in  elections,  and  the 
consequent  abuse  of  executive  patronage.  I  regard 
this  as  the  subject  of  all  others  demanding  the  greateat 
attention  and  scrutiny  at  the  present  juncture.  It  is  too 
late  to  attempt  any  remedy  by  legal  enactments  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  but  it  is  not  too  late  to  in- 
voke the  attention  of  the  country  to  the  existence  of  the 
evil,  and  consequences  which  must  grow  out  of  the  tol- 
eration of  it.  We  csn  prepsre  the  public  mind  for  fu- 
ture action  upon  this  subject,  if  we  can  do  no  more.  1 
shall  proceed  at  once  to  spesk  of  the  course  of  the  high  - 
est  officer  in  the  Government,  in  connexion  with  th'a 
subject— of  the  President— of  him  who  holds  the  power 
of  appointment  of  all  other  officeia  in  hii  hands,  snd 
whose  duty  it  is,  under  the  constitution,  to  supervise 
their  conduct,  and,  as  the  guardian  of  the  public  liberty 
and  of  the  constitution^  to  see  that  they  do  not  step  aside 
from  their  official  duties,  and  improperly  interfere  with 
the  freedom  of  the  elective  francQiM.  If  be  whose  duty 
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it  is  Co  wmtch  over  and  control  the  conduct  of  all  mibor- 
dinate  officers  in  th>i  respeety  aball  hiniaelf  aet  the  exam- 
ple of  interference)  if  he  shall  lead  the  way,  and  become 
the  first  in  seal  and  activity,  as  be  is  first  in  authority 
and  rank,  in  carrying  the  election  of  a  favorite  candidate 
for  the  succession,  it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  discuss;  it 
wiH  be  in  vain  that  we  shall  devise  legal  restraints  upon 
the  conduct  of  subordinate  ofllcers.     If  the  executive 
head  of  the  Government  may  properly  interfere  in  elec- 
tions, it  is  decisive  of  the  whole  question;  and  whatever 
we  may  do,  whatever  we  may  enact,  will  not  be  worth 
the  parchment  upon  which  our  proceedings  are  recorded. 
I  am  aware  that  I  sm  treading  upon  delicate  ground  in 
venturing  to  speak  at  all  of  the  President,  in  connexion 
with  this  subject.     I  know  that  there  are  many  in  this 
country,  and  for  aught  I  know  in  this  House,  who  re* 
gard  as  a  sort  of  holy  ground  that  upon  which  I  am  about 
to  tread,  and  that  the  shoes  should  be  put  from  off  our 
feet  before  we  dare  to  intrude  upon  it;  but  this,  thank 
Ood,  is  not  a  part  of  my  superstition.  I  am  aware,  at  the 
same  time,  of  the  difficulty  of  my  position  in  speaking  as 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  do  of  the  present  Chief  Msgis- 
trate.     It  requires  some  power  of  discrimination,  not  or- 
dinarfly  possessed,  to  discriminate  between  the  support 
of  a  President  and  his  administration,  so  far  as  regards 
measures  properly  of  an  administrative  nature,  and  the 
measures  and  conduct  of  the  same  administration  in  re- 
gard to  subjects  and  objecta  not  in  any  manner  connect- 
ed with  official  duty.     I  have  Siipported  General  Jack- 
ton*a  administration  in  most  of  its  prominent  and  leading 
measures,  as  I  have  demonstrated  during  the  present 
session,  and  I  expect  still  to  do  so;  but  I  have  opposed, 
and  1  expect  to  continue  to  oppose,  a  certain  scheme  of 
policy  of  his,  in  relation  to  the  succession  of  the  presi- 
dency, in  nowise  constituting  a  part  of  his  official  duties. 
But  for  this  opposition  1  have  been  constantly  assailed  in 
this  House  for  having  changed  my  party  and  my  politics; 
and  for  the  same  reason  the  cry  of  anti-Jacksonism  is 
raised  against  me  out  of  this  House,  by  every  unprinci- 
pled partisan  and  partisan  press  throughout  the  country. 
But  while  I  am  conscious  of  standing  apon  the  same 
ground,  and  that  I  am  this  day  supporting  the  same 
principles  which  I  avowed  and  acted  upon  from  the  first 
moment  1  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  neither 
ignorance  nor  prejudice  on  the  one  hand,  nor  artifice 
nor  falsehood  on  (he  other,  shall  deter  me  from  doing 
what  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty.     Let  no  one  say,  then, 
that  in  what  I  am  about  to  advance  upon  this  subject  I 
am  attacking  General  Jackson,  or  that  I  mean  to  make 
an  issue  with  him,  or  that  I  seek  to  overthrow  his  admin- 
istration.   I  am  too  well  convinced  of  his  great  popu- 
larity and  influence  to  suppose  that  any  such  attempt 
would  sticceed,  if  I  were  disposed  to  make  it.     My  at- 
tack (if  what  I  shall  say  shall  be  held  in  the  light  of  sn 
attack  at  all)  will  be  upon  that  party  and  those  party 
leaders  who  have  pushed  him  far  in  advance  upon  this 
subject,  and  upon  every  occasion  when  there  was  the 
least  danger.  The  blows  which  I  shall  deal  will  be  aimed 
and  dealt  upon  them;  and  if  he  atiall  feel  the  force  of 
any  of  them,  it  will  be  the  necessary  result  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  not  of  any  purpose  of  mine.    For  one,  sir,  I 
do  not  mean  to  relinquish  my  privilege,  my  right,  and 
my  duty  to  the  country,  in  opposing  the  election  of  any 
man  or  party  to  power,  because  he  or  they  shall  by  ar- 
tifice have  so  contrived  it,  that  every  indignant  rubuke 
of  his  or  their  principles  and  conduct  must  have  some 
reference  to  the  course  of  a  great  popular  favorite. 

I  have  said  that  if  the  President  may  properly  inter- 
fere in  election*,  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  provide  a  reme- 
dy against  the  interference  of  subordinate  officers.  I  use 
the  term  ''properly'*  advisedly;  for  the  question  now  is, 
not  whether  the  President  haa  interfered,  but  whether  it 
is  aafe  and  proper  that  he  should  do  so. 


I  need  scarcely  tell  this  House  that  the  President  bai 
interfered  in  elections.  It  is  well  known,  I  presume,  to 
every  member  of  this  Hens'*,  that  the  interest  felt  by  the 
President  in  the  election  of  a  particular  individual  (Mr* 
Van  Buren)  to  succeed  him  in  the  executive  chair,  bas^ 
within  the  last  fifteen  months,  been  made  known  to  the 
country  in  a  variety  of  ways.  This  has  been  done  with 
the  decision  and  boldness  characteristic  of  the  man  in  all 
hia  great  undertskings.  It  is  not  so  well  or  so  generally 
known  that  the  President  has,  in  some  of  the  States  at 
least,  interfered  in  the  election  of  members  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  The  most  decisive  and  unequivo- 
cal  proofs  exist  of  such  interference.  That  1  may  not 
be  misunderstood,  I  will  state  the  nature  of  the  interfe- 
rence to  which  I  allude.  The  most  common  mode  of 
interference  adopted  by  the  President  has  been  the 
distribution  of  an  unusual  and  extraordinary  number  of 
newspspers,  under  his  frsnk,  containing  the  most  viru- 
lent and  infl:«mmatory  attacks  upon  the  character  and 
ronduct  of  psrticular  candidates.  Another  mode  wai^ 
by  writing  letters,  under  his  own  signature,  to  various 
individual*,  in  which  candidates  opposed  to  the  election 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  were  denounced,  and  the  motivea  of 
their  conduct  impugned.  These  letters  were,  in  gen- 
eral, industriously  circulated,  and,  as  it  was  understood 
and  believed,  without  incurring  the  ccnaura  of  the  Preih 
ident.  In  one  case,  such  a  letter  was  written  to  an  ofilr 
cer  or  agent  In  the  service  of  the  Government,  and  by 
him  freely  communicnted.  In  another  instance,  such  a 
letter  was  actually  and  frequently  read  from  the  huatinn 
by  a  candidate  for  Congress,  to  Urge  asaemblies  of  tfie 
people.  Of  all  these  facts  the  proofs  are  now  in  my  pos- 
session, or  in  the  knowledge  of  members  of  this  Housei 
and  they  will  be  produced,  if  any  gentleman  upon  this 
floor  shall  question  any  part  of  my  statement.  'But  the 
interference  of  the  President  in  the  election  of  a  succea- 
sor  has»  in  two  instances,^been  of  so  striking  and  peculiar 
a  nature  as  to  demand  a  separate  notice.  I  allude  to  hia 
attempt  to  influence  the  action  of  the  Legislaturea  of  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Tennessee.  Of  the  facto  con- 
nected with  the  case  of  the  Tennessee  Legislature  I  can 
speak  with  confidence.  It  is  due  to  the  President  to  say 
that  he  practised  no  disguise  in  his  interference  with  the 
Tennessee  Legislature.  Letters  addressed  to  several 
individual  membera  left  no  doubt  of  hia  intention  or 
object.  Some  of  the  President's  friends  in  Tennessee 
supposed  that  the  numerous  franks  of  the  President^ 
upon  psckagres  containing  matter  of  the  most  violent 
and  exceptionable  kind,  were  procured  by  some  artful 
partisan  of  the  Vice  President,  without  the  privity  of 
the  President  to  the  extent  or  character  of  the  matter 
circulated  under  them;  but  to  dissipate  all  doubt  upon 
this  point,  of  the  three  hundred  newspapers  transmitted 
to  Nashville  laat  fall,  addressed  to  the  members  of  the 
I<egialature,  under  the  President's  frank,  the  entire  ad- 
dress or  superscription  of  one  hundred  waa  in  the  well- 
known  handwriting  of  the  President.  Those  newspa- 
pers contained  matter  having  a  direct  bearing  upon 
*each  question  of  importance,  expected  to  come  before 
the  Legislature  of  that  State,  connected  with  national 
politics. 

I  have  thus  given  a  plain  statement  of  facts,  which  are 
undeniable.  1  wish  it  to  be  understood  that,  unless  these 
circumstances,  with  others  of  a  similar  nature,  which 
might  be  referred  to,  amount  to  an  interference  in  elec- 
tions, I  make  no  such  charge  against  the  President.  But^ 
sir,  if  this  is  not  interference,  Uien  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  executive  interference.  But,  sir,  this  is  direct 
interference.  It  is  open,  and  above  disguise;  and  the 
question  to  be  hereafter  decided  is,  whether  it  is  allow- 
able and  proper.  I  have  met  with  some  respectable 
persons,  (1  mean  respectable  for  the  honesty  of  their 
opinions,)  who,  without  disputing  the  facts,  contend  that 
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the  PrMident  hai  not  done  any  thing  which  he  might  not 
rightfully  and  properly  do;  that  he  may  and  ought  to  in- 
terfere in  election*,  whenever  he  shall  think  that  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  will  be  promoted  by  his  interfe- 
rence. It  was  from  IndiTiduals  only  that  the  course  of 
the  President  received  any  countenance.  Tiie  mass 
even  of  his  warmest  personal  friends  at  first  sought  to 
evade  the  question— to  deny  or  palliate  the  facts.  But 
now,  whole  communities  have  been  brought  to  ac- 
quiesce in,  and  even  to  applaud,  the  course  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  this  respect.  Such  is  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  a  popular  name!  That  which  a  few  years  ago 
would  have  struck  the  whole  community  with  amaze- 
mentrand  caused  the  most  unscrupulous  partisan  to  falter 
in  his  course.  Is  now  hailed  and  defended  by  thousands. 
But,  what  is  more  to  the  point,  this  House,  or  a  large 
majority  of  it,  has  given  its  sanction  to  these  practices. 
I  feel  aathorized  to  say  this,  from  the  circumstance  ihat 
the  main  facta  establishing  the  direct  interference  of  the 
President  in  the  election  of  his  successor  have  been  no- 
torious, and  have  passed  uncontradicted  in  every  section 
of  the  Union  for  the  last  fifteen  months;  and  yet  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  has  manifested  not  a  mere  acqui- 
escence only,  but  a  decided,  thorough,  and  unequivocal 
zeal,  in  sustaininj^  the  President  in  all  the  results  and  rb- 
jects,  direct  and  mdirect,  immediate  and  remote,  of  his  in- 
terference. Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  one  or  two  circum- 
stances to  show  the  open,  avowed,  and  notorious  charac- 
ter of  the  President's  interference  in  the  election  of  his 
Mccessor.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  letter  of  the 
President  to  Parson  Gwin,  of  Nashville,  in  which  he  was 
induced  to  give  the  sanction  of  bis  great  name  to  the 
humbug  of  the  Baltimore  convention,  and  to  denounce 
every  man  who  dared  to  oppose  the  nomination  of  that 
asiembly  as  an  enemy  of  the  people,  was  defended  upon 
the  alleged  ground  that  the  editor  of  the  Nashville  Re- 
publican had  olaimed  the  President  as  a  friend  to  the 
election  of  Judge  White.  It  is  equally  well  known  that 
this  was  a  mere  pretext;  and  that  the  editor  of  that  pa- 
per had  done  no  such  thing.  But,  if  that  pretext  had 
really  existed,  what  will  be  said  by  those  who  think  that 
a  sufficient  reason  for  the  President's  avowal  of  bis  pref- 
erence for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to  a  paragraph  which  ap- 
peared in  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot,  the  standard  or- 
gan  of  the  democracy  of  the  East,  before  the  Gwin  letter 
ad  made  its  appearance  in  that  quarter^  In  speaking 
of  the  prospects  of  Judge  White,  the  editor  of  that  pa- 
per affirmed  that  '*  he  (Judge  White)  cannot  receive  the 
vote  of  Tennessee!  for  even  there  he  must  contend,  at 
odds,  against  the  influence  of  the  President,  Mr.  Grun- 
dy, Mr.  Polk,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  the  genuine  democ- 
rat of  that  truly  democratic  State."  Here  we  find,  in 
one  of  the  leading  journals  of  the  party,  not  only  a  clear 
sanction  of  the  practice  of  interference,  but  an  open 
avowal  of  actual  mterference.  But  it  is  preposterous  to 
consume  time  in  attempting  to  prove  an  interference, 
when  the  President's  preference  is  known  t6  every  free* 
man  in  the  twenty -four  States.  Was  1  not  right,  then, 
in  saying  that  a  majority  of  this  House  had  ssnctione(^ 
the  practice  of  executive  interference— this  new  devel- 
opment in  the  action  of  this  Government?  It  is  true  that 
this  sanction  has  not  been  given  in  express  terms.  It  is 
for  that  reason  that  I  am  the  more  anxious  to  press  the 
subject;  for,  if  ever  this  House,  upon  a  full  view  of  the 
question,  and  upon  due  deliberation,  shall  give  its  ex- 
press sanction  to  this  practice,  then  all  that  remains  for 
the  friends  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  future  liberties 
of  the  country  to  do,  will  be  to  carry  an  appeal  to  the 
people  for  their  reconaideration  and  readjudication. 

That  the  President,  upon  a  full  consideration,  believes 
that  be  has  a  right,  and  that  it  is  bis  duty,  to  interfere, 
as  he  has  done,  I  have  no  doubt.  I  have  as  little  doubt 
that  he  has  arrived  at  this  conclusion  upon  fr^e  and  full 


advisement  with  his  leading  friends.  He  has  taken  his 
gfround  too  broadly,  and  too  much  in  the  face  of  day,  to 
doubt  his  own  opinion  of  his  right  m  this  respect.  The 
strongest  and  most  effective  argument  which  1  have  heard 
advanced  among  the  people,  in  favor  of  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  President,  is,  that  it  is  Ae,  the  honest  and  ssga- 
cious  statesman  as  well  as  warrior — it  is  the  general 
opinion  of  his  patriotic  intentions  which  prevails— that 
gives  all  the  weight  to  his  preference  fur  the  succession, 
and  all  the  countenance  to  his  direct  interference  in  that 
question,  which  either  receives  with  the  people.  It  is 
the  more  unfortunate  that  it  is  so.  It  is  nut  the  present 
contest,  or  the  present  day  only,  that  is  to  be  affected  by 
this  practice;  it  is  future  elections,  future  times,  and  the 
future  destiny  of  the  country,  that  we  should  look  to. 
It  is  the  precedent  that  is  most  to  be  dreaded,  and  this 
derives  a  tenfold  force  and  mischief  from  the  great  and 
lauded  name  and  character  of  him  who  makes  it.  It  is 
the  more  important  that  now,  in  his  own  times,  and  in 
the  pride  of  his  influence  and  power,  that  those  who  see, 
or  think  they  see,  the  future  disasters  to  the  constitution 
and  liberties  of  the  country  which  this  practice  will  be 
likely  to  generate,  should  protest  against,  and  do  all  that 
determined  men  can  do  to  prevent  a  general  acquies- 
cence under  it.  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  bring  to 
bear  upon  this  question  the  authorities  of  the  greatest 
weight— the  namea  of  the  most  beloved  and  moat  illus- 
trious men  connected  with  the  history  of  the  country. 
But,  first  of  all,  I  must  quote  the  President's  own  opinion 
sgainst  himself.  That  General  Jackson  was  once  as 
zealous  and  as  honest  in  his  opposition  to  all  executive 
Interference  with  elections  as  he  is  now,  when  in  fsvor 
of  the  practice,  I  have  no  doubt.  Without  trespassing 
upon  the  time  of  the  committee,  by  referring  to  a  great 
deal  more,  I  will  content  myself  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion by  reading  the  sentiment  delivered  by  the  President 
upon  the  subject  in  his  first  inaugural  address,  as  evi- 
dence of  what  his  opinion  then  was.  This  address  was 
supposed,  and  was  doubtless  intended,  to  give  some  sol- 
emn assurance  to  the  country  of  the  fidelity  of  the  new 
incumbent  of  the  presidential  chair  to  the  main  princi- 
ples upon  which  he  was  brought  into  power. 

<<The  recent  demonstration  of  public  sentiment  in- 
scribes on  the  list  of  executive  duties,  in  characters  too 
legible  to  be  overlooked,  the  task  of  reform,  which  will 
require,  particularly,  the  correction  of  those  abuses  that 
have  brought  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Government 
into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  the  coun- 
teraction of  those  causes  which  have  disturbed  the  right- 
ful course  of  appointment,  and  have  placed  or  continued 
power  in  unfaithful  or  incompetent  hands." 

Alas,  sir,  for  the  dilapidations,  not  only  of  inatter  but 
of  principles,  which  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  is  able  to 
effect !  Here,  we  have  avowed  the  very  principles  upon 
which  the  fate  of  the  late  administration  turned^reform, 
and  the  limitation  of  executive  patronage  to  prevent  un- 
due executive  influence  upon  elections.  So  intense  was 
the  excitement  of  the  public  mind  upon  this  subject  the 
last  two  years  of  the  late  administration,  that  It  is  my  sol- 
emn conviction  that,  for  one  single  act  of  direct  interfe- 
rence in  elections  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  who  sits 
before  me,  [Mr.  Adams,]  be  would  have  been  impeach- 
ed by  this  House.  Yes,  sir,  I  repeat,  that  for  one  act  of 
interference  of  the  nature  of  those  which  are  now  fre- 
quent and  notorious,  that  gentleman  would  have  been 
put  upon  his  trial  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States! 
in  proof  of  this,  we  have  only  to  remember  with  what 
jealous  vigilance  every  movement  of  the  late  Chief  Magis- 
trate and  of  every  head  of  a  Department  was  watched 
by  their  opponenis.  Why,  sir,  even  a  visit  paid  by  one 
of  them  to  his  own  State  was  made  the  subject  of  pub- 
lic reprobation;  and  the  whole  land  was  filled  with  the 
indignant  murmurings  of  the  stern  and  honest  yeomanr/ 
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•I^intt  ^^^ry  act  which  h*cl  the  appeftnnce  of  execu- 
tive eleetfoneering^.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  amusing  ai 
well  as  of  inttructive  history  to  turn  over  the  pages  of 
the  opposition  or  Jackson  journals  of  that  daj,  and  com- 
pare the  principles  then  avowed  by  the  Jackson  party, 
by  a  party  seeking  power,  with  the  practices  of  the  same 
party  after  having  been  in  power  a  few  years.  But  I  di- 
gress. To  corroborate  the  first  opinion  of  General  Jack- 
son upon  the  aubject  of  executive  interference  in  the 
election  of  a  successor,  we  have  the  practice  of  every 
President  of  the  United  States,  from  Washington  down 
to  the  present  incumbent.  We  have  the  express  author- 
ity of  President  Jefferson  for  saying  that  he  felt  himself 
restrained  by  his  official  station  from  intimating  any  pref- 
erence between  his  political  frienda»  even  in  private  and 
confidental  intercourse. 

Out,  sir,  the  times  have  greatly  changed  since  Gene- 
ral Jackson  came  into  power.    The  spirit  of  the  age, 
not  content  with  the  wonderful  advance  in  the  interme- 
diate period  in  all  the  arts,  has  infused  itself  into  poli- 
tics.    The  inventive  genius  of  the  times  has  been  busy 
in  thia  department  also.    New  and  improved  plans  of 
party  organ' zation  and  discipline  have  been  started,  and 
new  conceptions  formed  of  the  uses  to  which  the  spirit 
of  party  may  be  applied.     The  idea  of  the  existence  of 
a  party  in  the  country  of  undefined  and  undefinable  dan- 
ger and  designs  upon  the  constitution  ia  made  at  once 
the  raw  head  and  bloody  bones  to  alarm  the  credulous 
and  ignorant,  and  the  pretext  for  a  vigilant,  rigid,  and 
exclusive  party  association.    This  dangerous  but  invisible 
party  may  be,  not  inaptly,  called  the  Devil  of  this  new 
political  system.     As  this  new  party  is  associated  upon 
the  alleged  principle  of  preserving  the  country  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people  from  that  destruction  which 
mwaiu  both,  if  they  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  arch 
enemy,  it  is  plausibly  and  conclusively  argued  that  all 
the  offices,  emoluments,  jobs,  contracts,  andagencies*-in 
short,  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Government — should  be 
distributed  among  its  members.     This  party  may  change 
or  shift  its  principles  of  policy  or  administration  with  the 
changing  seasons  themselves,  but  it  may  still  maintain  its 
original  ground  of  being  the  only  defenders  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people!      It  may  adopt  and  practise  upon 
principles  of  ultra-federal  policy  to-day i  it  may  practise 
upon  the  most  latitudinarian  doctrinea  to-morrow (    it 
may  follow  in  the  narrow  path  of  the  stra'*ghteit  sect  of 
the  State  rights  party;  it  may  re-enact  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws;  it  may  commit  every  abuse  known  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  most  corrupt  Government;  but  still  it 
will  claim  to  be  the  excluaive  champion  of  the  constitution 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people  against  the  unknown  and 
unknowable  designs  of  a  dangerous  party;  and  thia  is  suf- 
ficient to  rally  thousands  to  its  standard.     Who  does  not 
see  that  all  that  could  justify  party  divisions  in  the  conn- 
try  is  wholly  disregarded;  that  a  new  party  is  forming, 
composed  of  members  of  every  political  hue  and  com- 
plexion, and  which  must,  from  its  very  nature  and  com- 
position, end  in  a  mere  association  for  sharing  the  spoils; 
and  that  the  profession  of  any  particular  set  of  princi- 
ples is  only  a  device  to  delude?    Sir,  It  is  not  General 
Jackson,  then,  that  has  changed,  so  much  aa  the  guiding 
spirits  of  that  party  which  now  claima  to  be  his  exclusive 
supporters;  it  is  the  influence  and  power  of  this  new 
principle  of  party  association,  which  begin  to  operate  at 
the  close  of  this  adminiatration,  and  which  is  expected  to 
introduce  and  govern  the  course  of  the  next. 

But  does  there  not  exist  at  this  time,  or  is  there  not 
undergoing  the  process  of  ^organi2ation,  a  party,  one  of 
the  fundamental  maxima  of  which  is,  that  all  the  offices, 
honors,  and  emoluments  attached  to  political  power  be- 
long of  rifcht  to,  and  ought  in  propriety  to  be  awarded 
to,  the  victorious  in  all  party  conflicts;  a  party  which 
does  not  hesitate  to  avow  this  to  be  one  of  the  principles 


upon  which  they  associate  as  a  party;  a  party  which  not 
only  avows  this  principle  as  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
their  future  action,  should  they  conquer  in  the  present 
contest  for  the  control  of  the  Federal  Government,  but 
which,  whenever   in  any  State    they  have   heretofore 
possessed  themselves  of  the  reins  of  power,  has  actually 
practised  upon  this  principle.     Is  this  not  true  of  the 
party  now  in  power  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  ia 
not  the  party  now  in  power  in  that  State  the  germe  and 
nucleus  around  which  it  is   proposed  to  form  a  great 
national  parly  >    I  affirm  that  it  is.     And  is  there  any 
form  of  military  discipline,  Rusjian,  Prussian,  or  Aus* 
trian,  more  degrading  and  inexorable^  and  at  the  same 
time  better  calculated  to  subject  the  mass— the  rank  and 
file  of  the  people-^to  the  absolute  control  and  guidance 
of  a  chief  or  chiefs,  than  the  code  of  party  tactics  and 
discipline  enforced  by  the  dominant  party  in  New  York' 
The  spirit  of  freedom  and  of  free  deliberation,  among 
the  members  of  the  party,  are  auppres8ed,not  indeed  by 
the  bayonet,  but  by  a  system  scarcely  leas  effective  and 
terrible.     While  it  holds  out  the  lure  of  office  to  the 
obedient  and  faithful,  it  ordains  extermination  to  the 
actual  or  alleged  and   arbitrarily  proscribed  offender. 
A  nuin  who  shall  have  the  independence  to  set  the  de« 
crees  of  the  paHy,  however  obtained,  whether  by  the 
fiat  of  a  single  head  or  the  resolves  of  a  secret  junto, 
at  defiance,  or  shall  refuse  to  support  them  in  the  pri- 
mary assemblies  of  the  people— assemblies  called  not  to 
be  primary  in  deliberation,  but  notoriously,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  called  last  to  council  in  order  to  ratify  what  has 
been  already  decided;  a  man,  I  say,  who  dares  to  oppose 
the  action  of  this  system,  no  matter  to  what  unjust  or 
mischievous  extremes  it  may  lead,  is  not  only  stripped 
of  all  bis   privileges,  and  of  whatever  portion  of  the 
spoils  which  may  have  fallen  to  his  lot  in  former  triumphs, 
but  he  is  to   be  taboed— to    have  a  black  line  drawn 
abound  him— in  fine,  to  be  shot  aa  %  deserter!     I  know 
of  no  parallel  or  any  analogoua  practice  in  the  history  of 
the  country,  but  what  is  recorded  of  the  policy  of  the 
Five  Nations  of  Indians,  who  once,  from  their  castles  and 
fastnesses  in  the  country  which  now  forms  the  State  of 
New  York,  dictated  the  conduct  of  the  aubject  tribes 
around  them,  extending  at  one  time  nearly  a  thousand 
miles  to  the  south  and  to  the  west.     These  conquerors 
of  the  forest  ordained  what  they  called  the  kw  of  the 
hunt,  and  wo  and  extermination  were  the  lot  of  the  un« 
happy  tribe  that  unwittingly  or  otherwise  happened  or 
dared  to  violate  it.     The   successors  of  these  savagea 
have,  it  seems,  in  a  spirit  of  equal  addresa  and  compre- 
hension of  design,  established  their  law  of  the  hunt,  but 
not  the  hunt  of  the  buffalo,  of  the  bear,  and  of  the 
beaver,  but  of  the  spoils!     Those  who  have  driven  these 
savage  visiters  from  their  haunts  have  profited  by  their 
policy,  and  the  subtlety  and  enterprise  of  the  Mohawk 
are  imitated  and  surpassed  by  their  white  invadera.     But 
let  them  beware,  and  let  those  who  regard  the  success 
of  this  system  of  party  discipline  with  the  same  appre- 
hension that  I  do,  take  courage  from  the  historical  fact 
ahat  the  Five   Nations,  terrible  and  powerful  as  they 
were,  had  bounds  set  to  their  annbition  and  their  domin- 
ion.    The  Catawbas  of  South  Carolina  staid  the  torrent 
of  desolation  in  its  progress  aloitg  the  Atlantic  border, 
though  they  were  well  nigh  exterminated  in  the  conflict; 
but  when  they  were  reduced  to  a  very  smsll  number, 
they  still  resisted,  made    rich  rf  prisals  of  blood  upon 
their  numerous  and  haughty  foes,  and  still  triumphantly 
held  their  country !     But  these  conquerors  of  the  North 
were  successfully  met,  beaten,  and   driven  back  with 
slaughter,  in  frequent  rencounters  in  another  quarter. 
Along  that  whole  line  of   country  running  east  and 
west,  and  constituting  what  is  now  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, the  Indian  proprietora  maintained  their  ground  In 
a  contest  of  half  a  ceotury,  and  atill  bid  defiance  to  the 
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hunters  of  a11  the  country  to  the  north  and  the  north- 
west—ay. sir,  and  they  were  ready  to  submit  to  exter- 
mination rather  than  political  slavery.  The  analofry 
might  be  traced  ftirther.  In  this  war  for  national  in- 
dependence, waited  by  the  natives  of  \\m  noble  tract 
of  country,  they  had  to  encounter,  not  the  Five  Nations 
and  their  alliea  of  the  North  and  West  only,  but  often  a 
combination  of  some  of  the  tribes  of  the  South— their 
own  mitural  alliesf  but  still  they  stood  and  fought  undis- 
mayed, and  were  finally  victorious! 

Sir,  I  believe  I  have  not  misrepresented  the  policy 
and  discipline  of  the  party  now  in  power  in  the  State  of 
New  York*  I  mean,  in  affirming  that  all  the  officea  of 
the  State  are  regarded  as  the  property,  as  of  course,  of 
the  victorious  in  a  party  conteat.  If  I  »m  not  mistaken, 
it  is  no  secret  that  such  is  the  established  policy;  nay,  that 
scarcely  any  m%n  of  any  party  (so  well  and  permanently 
is  this  system  ingrafted  upon  the  people  of  that  State) 
ever  thinks  of  questioning  or  opposing  it.  It  is  regarded 
as  a  thing  not  only  settled,  but  admissible  and  justiBa- 
ble,  by  the  politicians  on  both  sides.  But  it  is  not  in 
the  State  of  New  York  alone  that  this  system  of  party 
tactics  has  fuund  favor,  ft  prevails,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  New  Jersey,  in  Maine,  and  it 
has  absolute  contipl  in  New  Hampshire.  In  how  many 
other  States  it  has  made  a  successful  lodgmenS  I  know 
not.  I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  asked,  what  danger 
there  is  in  all  this,  either  to  the  prosperity  or  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country'  This  is  precisely  the  point  to  which 
I  invoke  the  serious  attention  of  those  who  hear  me.  1 
wish  I  could  extend  my  voice  to  the  utmoat  bounds  of 
the  country  in  the  discussion  of  this  point. 

Without  intending  to  impute  mercenary  motives  to  all 
its  members,  I  maintain  that  such  a  party  must  necessa- 
rily and  inevitably  become  mercenary,  and  utterly  re- 
gardless of  all  consistency  and  sound  principle.  In 
whatever  State  this  has  become  the  established  practice 
of  the  dominant  or  of  antagonist  parties,  there  you  will 
find  the  most  flagrant  instances  of  sudden  changes,  not 
only  in  the  course  of  individuals,  but  of  entire  parties, 
whenever  party  interests  are  concerned— the  most  cor- 
rupt practices  in  the  public  administration,  the  greatest 
excesses  and  abuses  in  elections,  and  the  most  degraded 
state  of  public  morals.  These  attributes  of  a  cornipt 
and  vicious  parsy  association  are  more  visible  and  striking 
in  every  State  where  it  exists,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  executive  patronage.  In  some  States,  in 
which  the  judges  are  appointed  for  short  terms,  they 
are  compelled  to  share  the  fate  of  every  other  official 
incumbent.  But  how  can  any  other  motive  or  interest 
than  the  success  of  the  party  become  the  leading  and 
governing  one,  when  tyery  officer  of  the  State  and  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest «  in  the 
United  States,  from  the  head  of  a  Department  down  to 
a  petty  postmaster,  or  a  gauger  in  the  customs;  and  in 
the  States,  from  the  judge  of  a  court  down  to  the  clerk  of 
an  inferior  court,  or  a  lock-keeper  upon  a  canal,  must 
be  removed  to  give  place  to  the  hungry  partisans  of  a 
new  and  triumphant  party?  No  length  of  service,. no 
degree  of  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  official  dutie?,  no 
state  of  dependence  upon  the  receipts  of  an  office,  how- 
ever small,  can  save  the  wretched  incumbent  from  the 
general  law  of  the  hunt,  the  fate  of  the  conquered.  Be- 
sides the  general  servility  and  hypocrisy  which  such  a 
practice  cannot  fail  to  introduce,  a  long  train  of  evils 
besides  is  obliged  to  follow  from  the  success  of  a  political 
combination  of  this  nature.  Incompetent  and  unfaithful 
officers  and  accents  are  thrust  into  the  most  important 
public  stations;  the  public  service  and  interest  suffer 
accordingly.  Subordinate  officers,  instead  of  relying 
upon  their  diligence,  skill,  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge 
of  their  official  duties,  for  their  continuance  in  office, 
--^iqpromise  with  their  consciences  for  a  neglect  of  duty 


by  contributing  largely  to  the  success  of  the  party  in  the 
management  t»f  caucuaes,  public  meetings,  and  elections! 
they  look  to  the  chiefs  of  the  party  to  connive  at  their 
delinquencies,  and  to  austain  them  in  office  in  eontkleni* 
tion  of  their  seal  and  activity  in  the  general  cause,  it 
follows,  for  the  same  reasons,  that.the  first  officea  in  the 
Slate  and  General  Governments  are  liable  to  be  filled  by 
men  equally  incompetent  and  unfaithful.  It  matters  not 
who  ia  Governor  of  a  State  or  Preaident  of  the  United 
States,  what  may  be  his  principles^  his  personal  or  po- 
litical character,  provided  he  postessea  what  is  called 
party  fidelity,  and  has  tact  enough  to  wield  the  patron- 
age'and  influence  of  his  office  according  to  party  law 
and  usage,  and  so  as  to  advance^  not  the  cause  of  th« 
country,  but  of  the  party! 

If  it  be  true  that  any  party  avows  the  doctrine  that  to 
the  victors  belong  the  spoils  of  office;  if  it  be  true  that 
it  is  the  practice  of  that  party  to  put  none  into  office  but 
those  of  their  own  party,  and  suffer  none  to  remain  in 
office  but  such  as  are  already,  or  may  be  willing  to  be- 
come, partisans  of  those  in  power,  can  a  President  elect- 
ed by  such  a  party  choose  to  do  otherwise  than  to  use 
the  patronage  of  the  Government,  intrusted  to  him  by 
the  laws  and  constitution,  according  to  the  same  rule? 
Must  he  not,  in  the  first  place,  ao  diatribute  it  as  to  se- 
cure his  own  election  for  a  second  term;  and  afterwards, 
is  he  not  bound  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  party  of 
which  he  is  the  official  head,  to  use  his  whole  influencet 
and  the  entire  means  in  bis  bands,  to  secure  the  election 
of  that  man  for  his  successor  who  shall  be  chosen  ac- 
cording to  the  same  party  usage,  to  wit,  a  national  cau- 
cus, which  brought  him  into  power?  I  repeat  the  ques- 
tion, can  he  do  otherwise  than  interfere  in  elections, 
and  employ  the  whole  patronage  of  the  Government  in 
controlling  them?  If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  this,  a  Presi- 
dent elected  by  means  of  this  system  i*,  by  the  act  of  his 
induction  into  power,  by  the  very  terms  of  his  engage- 
ment with  his  political  associate^-*,  bound  to  prostitute 
those  great  powers  and  that  immense  patronage  intrust- 
ed to  him  by  the  constitution,  to  be  administered  exclu- 
sively for  the  good  of  the  whole  country,  to  objecta  of 
individual  aggrandizement  and  ambition.  The  seeds, 
then,  of  this  mischief  of  executive  in'erferenceare  sown 
much  deeper  than  one  would  suppose,  upon  a  superfi- 
cial view  of  the  suhjec'.  They  lie  deeply  imbedded  in 
this  new  system  of  party  tactics  and  discipline  which 
threatens  to  fasten  its  deadly  and  corrupting  fangs  upon 
twery  State  of  this  Union.  Whatever  blame,  therefore, 
may  attach,  in  the  mind  of  any,  to  the  course  of  the 
President  upon  this  subject,  let  the  responsibility  be  at- 
tached to  the  sources  of  the  evil—let  it  be  traced  to  its 
proper  head.  Having  shown  that  this  practice  of  exec- 
utive interference  is  a  necessary  result  of  a  principle  of 
party  association,  let  any  one  attempt  to  strain  hia  fancy 
to  conceive  all  the  consequences  of  the  success  of  thia 
system^the  degradation  of  the  national  character,  the 
mean  grade  of  ambition  which  must  distinguish  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  country-*t)ie  general  corruption. 

Will  any  man  hereafter  affirm  that  the  one  hundred 
thouaand  office-holders,  agents,  contractors,  and  depend- 
ents upon  the  Government  in  some  form  or  other,  are 
any  longer  to  be  safely  trusted  with  the  right  of  suffrage 
in  the  electiona  of  a  free  people?  Sir,  the  friends  of 
the  purity  and  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise  in  thia 
country  should  take  a  lesson  upon  this  subject  from  the 
practice  of  a  Government  in  foi  m  less  free  than  our  own — 
I  mean  Great  Britian;  and  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  her 
atatuten,  not  only  for  depriving  the  official  dependants 
upon  the  Government  from  voting,  but  prohibiting^ 
under  severe  penalties,  the  slightest  interference  of  pub- 
lic officers  in  elections.  The  statutes  refered  to  are  the 
following: 

•«  Atul  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  mUhority  aforetaid. 
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That  from  and  after  the  nine^and-twentieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  aeven  hundred  and  one,  no  com- 
misaioner,  collector,  comptroller,  searcher,  or  other  offi- 
cer or  person  whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in 
the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the  cus- 
toms, or  any  branch  or  part  thereof,  shall,  by  word, 
measage,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever, 
endeavor  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give,  or  dissuade 
any  elector  from  giving,  his  vote  for  the  choice  of  any 

Eerson  to  be  a  knight  of  the  shire,  citiaen,  burgess,  or 
aron,  of  any  county,  city,  borough,  or  cinque  port,  to 
serve  in  Parliament;  and  every  officer  or  other  person 
offending  therein  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer,  the  other 
moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  such  offence  shall 
be  committedt  to  be  recovered  by  any  person  that  shall 
sue  for  the  same  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  infor- 
mation, in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  record  at  West- 
minster, in  which  noession,  protection,  or  wager  of  law, 
of  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed;  and  every 
person  convicted  on  any  such  suit  of  the  said  offence, 
shall  thereby  become  disabled  and  incapable  of  ever 
bearing  or  executing  any  office  or  place  concerning  or 
relating  to  the  customs,  or  any  other  office  or  place  of 
trust  whatsoever,  under  h'S  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  succcs- 
•ors/'— 13  and  13  William  III,  C  10. 

**jind  be  ii  further  enaefed  hy  the  auihoriiy  aforetald^ 
That  no  commissioner,  officer,  or  other  person,  con- 
cerned or  employed  in  the  charging,  collecting,  receiv* 
ing,  or  managing,  any  of  the  duties  granted  by  this  act, 
shall,  by  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner, endeavor  to  persuade  any  elector  (o  give,  or  dis- 
suade any  elector  from  giving,  his  vote  for  his  choice  of 
any  person  to  be  knight  of  the  shire,  commissioner, 
citizen,  burgess,  or  baron,  for  any  county,  city,  borough, 
or  cinque  port}  and  every  officer  or  other  person  offend- 
ing therein  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer,  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed;  to  be  recovered 
by  any  person  that  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of 
debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  her  Majesty's 
courts  of  record  at  Westminster,  or  in  the  court  of  ex- 
chequer in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  in 
which  no  ession,  protection,  privilege,  or  wager  of  law, 
of  more  than  one  impartance,  shall  be  allowed;  and  e^tvy 
person  convicted  on  any  such  suit  shall  thereby  become 
disabled  and  incapable  of  ever  bearing  or  executing  any 
office  or  place  of  trust  whatsoever  under  her  Majesty, 
her  heirs,  and  successors." — 10  Anne,  C.  19. 

*■  For  the  better  securing  the  freedom  of  elections  of 
members  to  serve  in  Parliament,  be  it  enacted  by  tlie 
King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Lorda  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  this  preaent  Psrlianent  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  that,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two, 
no  commissioner,  collector,  supervisor,  ganger,  or  other 
officer  or  person  whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in 
the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  the  du- 
ties of  excise,  or  any  branch  or  part  thereof;  nor  any 
commissioner,  collector,  comptroller,  searcher,  or  other 
officer  or  person  whatsoever,  concerned  or  employed  in 
the  charging,  collecting,  levying,  or  raanaging  the  cus- 
tom?, or  any  branch  or  part  thereof;  nor  any  coromis- 
aioner,  officer,  or  other  person  concerned  or  employed 
in  collecting,  receiving,  or  managing  any  of  the  duties 
on  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper;  nor  any  per- 
son appointed  by  the  commissioners  for  distributing  of 
stamps;  nor  any  commissioner,  officer,  or  other  person 
employed  in  collecting,  levying,  or  managing  any  or  the 
duties  on  salt;  nor  any  surveyor,  collector,  comptroller, 
inspector,  officer,  or  other  person  employed  in  collect- 


ing, managing,  or  receiving  the  duties  on  windows  or 
houses;  nor  any  postmaster,  postmaster  general,  or  his 
or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  or  any  person  employed  by 
or  under  him  or  them  in  receiving;  nor  any  captain,  mas- 
ter, or  mate,  of  any  ship,  packet,  or  other  vessel  em- 
ployed by  or  under  the  postmaster  or  postmasters  general, 
in  conveying  the  mail  to  and  from  foreign  ports,  shall  be 
capable  of  giving  his  vcte  for  the  election  of  any  knight 
of  the  shire,  commissioner,  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron,  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  for  any  county,  stewartry,  city, 
borough,  or  cinque  port;  or  for  choosing  any  delegate 
in  whom  the  right  of  electing  members  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament, for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 
is  vested.  And  if  any  person  hereby  made  incapable  of 
voting  as  aforesaid  shall  nevertheless  presume  to  give 
his  vote,  during  the  time  he  shall  hold,  or  within  tvrelve 
calendar  months  after  he  shall  cease  lo  hold  or  execute 
any  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act,  such  votes  so  given  shall  be 
held  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever; 
and  every  person  so  ofTcnding  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds."— 22  George  111,  C.  41. 

But  the  obligation  of  party  service  which  attaches  to 
all  cffice-hnUlers  under  this  new  system  extends  far  be- 
yond a  mere  espousal  of  the  interests  of  the  party  in 
power.  Each  one  is  bound  to  show  himself  worthy  of 
his  station,  and  to  render  a  full  equivalent  for  his  office, 
by  his  zeal  and  success  in  controlling  the  sentiments  and 
politica  of  his  particular  district  or  community.  But  this 
is  not  the  full  extent  of  the  danger  which  threatens,  from 
this  source,  the  freedom  of  elections.  Besides  the  corps 
of  actual  incumbents  and  dependants  of  all  sorts  upon 
the  Government,  there  are  in  the  United  States,  proba- 
bly, one  hundred  thousand  men  who  are  either  actual 
office-seekers,  or  who  may  be  induced  to  give  their  in- 
fluence and  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  dominant  party, 
by  the  promise  of  office,  however  deceitful  that  may  be, 
in  thousands  of  instances. 

X.et  any  one  attempt  to  calcuhte  the  force  and  in- 
fluence of  a  band  of  two  hundred  thousand  partisans  of 
any  man  or  any  party  in  power  in  thia  country,  united 
and  goaded  on  by  the  hope  of  reward,  or  a  feeling  of 
dependence  for  their  places,  and,  in  many  instances,  for 
the  very  subsistence  of  their  families,  upon  the  success 
of  their  efibrts  in  a  common  cause.  Who  will  undertake 
to  estimate  the  effects  to  be  produced,  not  only  upon 
the  spirit,  but  the  very  forms  of  this  Governiient,  by  the 
introduction  into  the  service  of  a  successful  party,  and 
for  its  protection  and  support,  of  a  g«iard  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  hold  their  employment  by  the  tenure 
of  party  service,  and  these  distributed  over  the  whole 
Union-»diffused  am^ng  the  whole  people— all  acting 
by  one  impulae,  and  with  a  view  lo  a  com  rion  end!  Sir, 
these  are,  hereafter,  to  constitute  the  prxtorian  guards 
of  America,  to  ratify  the  appointment  of  a  successor  by 
the  Executive.  I  have  read  that  there  was  a  time,  since 
the  Revolution,  when  there  was  danger  of  the  ascend- 
ency of  monarchical  principles;  but,  sir,  never  has  any 
thing  tended  so  directly  to  such  a  result,  and  that  at  no 
very  distant  period,  as  the  countenance  which  is  now 
given  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  to  the  d  'C- 
trines  and  practices  of  this  new  party.  In  one  view  of 
the  subject,  it  would  be  just  to  denounce  every  sup- 
porter ol'  this  new  system  of  party  tactics  a  monarchist, 
for  it  is  not  the  intention,  but  the  tendency,  the  result 
of  measures  and  practices  which  constitute  their  sup- 
porters monarchists,  or  otherwise.  That  each  successive 
President  will  appoint  his  successor,  if  th'S  system  shall 
once  be  firmly  established  in  practice,  and  fairly  ingraft- 
ed upon  all  the  States,  is  as  certain  as  that  the  sun  ahim  ■ 
this  day  in  the  heavens;  and  this  will  continue,  until  by 
some  terrible  shock,  by  some  outrage,  most  commonly  the 
result  of  the  long  continuance  of  pow^in  the  same  ^/mds. 
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the  people  shall  be  routed  to  resistance.  Even  now» 
sir— even  now^  when  this  hydra  has  shot  forth  less  than 
half  its  monstrous  progeny,  does  not  every  member  of 
this  House  know  and  feel,  does  not  every  sharpaighted 
office-holder  and  office-seeker  throughout  the  Union 
^ow  and  feel,  that  the  only  road  to  executive  patronage 
and  favor  lies  in  an  actual  or  well-affectpd  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  a  particular  candidate  for  the  presidency? 
And  this  has  been  the  state  of  things  for  more  than  a 
year;  and  yet  there  has  been  no  effectual  rising  of  the 
people!  But  eight  years  ago,  if  such  a  state  of  things 
had  been  understood  to  exist,  such  a  bnrning  heat  would 
have  been  suddenly  kindled  in  this  land,  such  a  con- 
suming fire  would  hsve  raged  in  this  hall,  as  to  have 
left  no  vestige  of  a  party  which  would  then  have  dared 
to  practice  npon  such  a  principle.  I  entreat  the  House, 
I  conjure  the  country,  to  look  to  the  future  results  of 
this  state  of  things.  Nay,  sir,  I  conjure  them  to  look  to 
present  results.  Have  not  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  Executive  been  felt  in  the  elections  of  members  of 
this  House?  Has  not  the  power  of  the  Executive  been 
ieitin  the  deliberations  and  action  of  this  House?  How 
long  will  it  be  before  the  practice  of  appointing  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  this  House  by  the  President  shaU  be 
ripened  into  ussge?  How  long  before  the  Speakership 
shall  be  but  an  appendage  of  executive  patronage,  to  be 
disposed  of  like  every  other  office  or  station,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  party?  When  these  things  shall  come  to 
pas*,  where  then  will  be  those  divisions  of  the  powers- 
of  sovereignty  into  separate  departments,  which  have 
ever  been  regarded  as  the  greatest  safeguards  of  our* 
liberties?  Where  will  be  your  separate  and  independent 
legislative  department — where  your  judicisry,  for  that 
too  must  soon  yield  under  the  present  pressure?  Sir, 
with  the  powers  and  influence  of  the  Executive,  as  at 
present  exercised,  this  Government  is  an  elicuve  monar- 
chy. It  is  well  that  we  no  longer  deceive  ourselves 
witli  names.  It  is  this  day  an  elective  monarchy.  The 
sum  of  executive  power  and  patronage  justifies  this  ap- 
pellation. The  consideration  and  circumstance  of  state 
conceded  to  the  President  justify  this  new  cognomen. 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  several  passages  of  the  report 
made  by  a  leading  member  of  the  party  in  1836,  [Mr. 
Bbittov,]  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
subject  of  executive  power  and  patronage,  as  strongly 
corroborative  of  these  views: 

**  AUhough  the  impression  was  nearly  universal,  that 
a  Government  of  more  energetic  character  had  become 
indispenssbly  mcessary,  yet  even  under  the  influence  of 
this  conviction — such  was  the  dread  of  power  and  pat- 
ronage— that  the  States  with  extreme  reluctance  yielded 
their  assent  to  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. ^oT  was  this  the  effect  of  idle  and  visionary  fears 
on  the  part  of  an  ignorant  multitude,  without  knowledge 
of  the  nature  and  tendency  of  power.  On  the  contrary, 
it  resulted  from  the  most  extensive  and  profound 
political  knowledge— from  the  heads  of  statesmen  un- 
surpassed,  in  any  age,  in  aagacity  and  patriotism.  Noth- 
fng  could  reconcile  the  great  men  of  that  day  to  a  con- 
stitution of  so  much  power,  but  the  guards  which  were 
put  upon  it  against  the  abuse  of  power.  Dread  and  jeal- 
ousy of  this  abuse  displayed  itself  throughout  the  instru- 
ment. To  this  spirit  we  are  indebted  for  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  trial  by  jury,  liberty  of  conscience,  freedom 
of  debate,  responsii>ility  to  constituent*,  power  uf  im- 
peachment, the  control  of  the  Senate  in  appointments  to 
office.*' 

<*  The  action  of  such  abcxiy  of  men,  supposing  them 
to  be  animated  by  one  spirit,  must  be  tremendous  in  an 
election^  and  that  they  will  be  so  animated,  is  a  propo- 
aiiion  too  plain  to  need  demonstration.  Power  over 
a  man's  support  has  always  been  held  and  admitted  tn 
be  power  over  bis  will.    The  President  has  «  powei' 


over  tlie  '  support'  of  all  these  officersi  and  they  agmn 
have  '  power*  over  the  '  support'  of  debtor  mercluints 
to  the  amount  often  millions  of  dollars  per  annum,  and 
over  the  daily  support  of  an  immense  number  of  individ- 
uals, profeasionat,  mechanical,  and  day -laboring,  to 
whom  they  can  and  will  extend  or  deny  a  valuable  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  patronage,  according  to  the  part 
which  they  shall  act  in  State  as  well  aa  in  Federal  elec- 
tions. Still  this  is  only  a  branch,  a  mere  prong,  of  fed- 
eral patronage  in  the  city  of  New  York." 

**  Every  where,  to  the  extreme  frontier  of  the  re- 
motest State  or  Territory,  federal  patronage  will  be 
found,  in  degree  and  force,  proportionate  to  the  popula- 
tion of  the  place,  and  forever  augmented  with  the  in- 
creasing power  of  the  Government.  Diminution  of 
patronage  is  not  thought  of;  the  state  of  the  custom- 
house in  Norfolk  is  already  pregnant  proof  of  this.  This 
power  of  patronage,  unless  checked  by  the  vigorous  in- 
terposition of  Congress,  must  go  on  ineieasing  until  fed* 
eral  influence,  in  many  parts  of  this  confederation,  will 
predominate  in  elections  as  completely  as  British  in- 
fluence predominates  in  the  elections  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  in  rotten  borough  towns,  and  in  the  great  naval 
stations  of  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth.  In  no  part  of  the 
practical  operation  of  the  Fcu^rftl  Government  have  the 
predictions  of  its  ablest  ad  vocatea  been  more  complete- 
ly falsified  than  on  this  subject  of  patronage." 

<*The  whole  of  this  great  power  will  centre  in  the 
President.  The  King  of  England  is  the  <  fountain  of 
honor;*  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  is  the  source 
of  patronsge.  He  presides  over  the  entire  system  of 
federal  appointments,  jobs,  and  contracts.  He  baa 
*  power'  over  the  '  support'  of  the  individuak  who  ad- 
minister the  system.  He  mskci  and  unmskes  them.  He 
chooses  from  the  circle  of  his  friends  and  supporters, 
and  may  dismiss  them,  and,  upon  all  the  principles  of 
human  action,  will  dismiss  them  as  often  aa  they  disap- 
point his  expectations.  His  spirit  animates  their  actions 
in  all  the  elections  to  State  and  Federal  offices.  There 
may  be  exceptions,  but  the  truth  of  a  general  rule  ia 
proved  by  the  exception.  The  intended  check  and  con- 
trol of  the  Senate,  without  new  constitutional  or  statu- 
tory provisions,  will  cease  to  operate.  Patronsge  will 
penetrate  this  body,  subdue  its  capacity  of  resistance, 
chain  it  to  the  car  of  power,  and  enable  the  President  to 
rule  as  easily,  and  much  more  securely  with  than  with- 
out the  nominal  check  of  the  Senate." 

**  We  must  then  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
public  revenue  will  be  doubled;  when  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary officers  of  ihe  Federal  Govervment  will  be  quad- 
rupled; when  its  influence  over  individusis  will  be  multi- 
plied to  an  indefinite  extent;  when  the  nomination  by 
the  President  can  carry  any  man  through  the  Senate, 
and  his  recommendation  can  cairy  any  measure  through 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress;  when  the  principle  of  pub- 
lic action  will  be  open  and  avowed — ^the  Preaident  wanta 
my  vote,  and  I  want  his  patronage;  I  will  vote  aa  he 
wishes,  and  he  will  give  me  the  office  I  wi»h  for.  What 
will  this  be  but  the  goernmcnt  of  one  msn?  And  what 
is  the  government  of  one  man  but  a  monarchy?  Namta 
are  nothing.  The  nature  of  a  thing  is  in  its  substance, 
snd  the  name  soon  accommodates  itself  to  the  substsnce. 
The  first  Roman  Emperor  was  styled  Emperor  of  the 
Republic,  and  the  last  French  Emperor  took  the  same 
title;  and  iheir  respective  countries  were  just  as  essen- 
tially monarchical  before  as  after  the  assumption  of  these 
titles.  It  cannot  be  denied  or  dissembled  but  \Yi^\  this 
Federal  Government  gravitates  to  the  same  point,  and 
that  the  election  of  the  Executive  by  the  Legislature 
quickens  the  impulsion." 

When,  by  the  use  of  the  enormous  amount  of  patronage 
vested  in  the  President,  he  shall  be  able  to  control  the  elec- 
tions of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
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gress,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  not  only 
be  an  ekcttve  monarchy,  but  the  monarch  so  elected 
will  be  absolute;  and  when  a  President  shall  establish  the 
practice  of  appointing  his  successor,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  it  will  be,  in  substance,  an  hereditary  monar- 
chy. Why,  sir,  the  evil  of  onsolidation,  the  stumbling- 
block  of  the  old  Virginia  school  of  politicians>-that  con- 
solidation the 'fear  of  which  operated  so  powerfully  at 
one  time  in  that  ancient  Commonwealth  as  to  endanger 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  oAen  afterwards 
threatened  to  paralyze  the  action  of  the  Government — 
is  upon  the  eve  of  being  realized!  But  where  now  are 
the  spirit  and  eloquence  of  her  Henrys — where  sleep 
her  Fendletons,  her  Nicholases,  her  Masons,  her  Roanes, 
and  her  Jeffersons,  in  this  day,  when  the  crisis  has  ac- 
tually come?  Where  are  the  successors  and  descendants 
of  those  illustrious  champions  of  free  government  that 
the  country  might  expect  to  see  leading  the  van — stand- 
ing, like  their  sires  of  old,  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and 
urging  on  their  countrymen  to  the  charge,  against  every 
advance  of  the  Executive  to  increased  or  absolute 
power?  Sir,  when  the  President  openly  throws  the 
whole  weight  of  his  authority  and  influence  into  the 
scale  of  a  particular  candidate  for  the  succession — when 
the  patronage  connected  with  all  the  public  establish- 
ments, when  the  millions  of  money  annually  at  the  disr 
posal  of  the  Executive,  are  to  be  administered  and  dis- 
tributed for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Government,  and  of  securing  the 
presidency  to  n  succession  of  designsted  political  ad- 
venturers, and  of  consolidating  all  power  in  the  hands 
of  a  chief  of  a  party,  with  one  or  two  distinguished  ex- 
ceptions, we  find  the  lineal  P^rty  descendants  in  this 
House  of  the  most  iltustrious  band  of  patriots  and  states- 
men that  ever,  at  any  one  time,  adorned  a  single  Com- 
monwealth, lending  the  honors  of  their  ancestry,  the 
fame  of  their  patriot  sires,  the  glorious  recollections  of 
their  stem  republican  principles  and  virtues,  to  gild  over 
the  deformities  and  to  promote  the  success  of  a  party 
which,  from  its  rery  nature  and  fundamental  doctrines, 
Teads  inevitably  to  the  catastrophe  which  was  ever  the 
source  of  the  greatest  dread  and  consternation  to  their 
fathers! 

The  accelerated  and  downward  course  of  sound  max- 
ims and  principles  in  a  free  Government,  when  once  the 
impulse  is  given  in  that  direction,  was  never  more 
strongly  illustrated  than  in  the  change  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  principles  and  practices  of  the  original 
Jackson  party,  and  the  party  now  in  power,  and  which 
*  claims  to  be  identical  with  it.  It  is  but  a  few  brief  years 
since,  that  an  infant  effort  of  that  party  which  afier- 
wards  with  a  giant's  strength  overthrew  every  thing 
that  opposed  it,  did  as  much  to  accomplish  the  final  un- 
doing of  the  bte  administration  as  any  other  movement 
of  the  most  vigilant  and  energetic  Combinations  ever 
formed  in  this  country:  and  pray,  sir,  what  do  yuu  sup- 
pose that  infant  effort  was?  Simply  a  resolution  offer- 
ed to  this  House  by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Saunders,]  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
inform  the  House  of  the  reasons  which  had  impelled 
him  to  take  the  printing  of  the  laws  from  certain  pub- 
lishers 6f  newspapers  who  had  long  performed  that  ser- 
vice for  the  Government,  and  to  give  it  to  his  own  po- 
litical friends.  This  proceeding  was  contemporaneous 
with  the  report  of  a  distinguished  Senator  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  BaifTow]  upon  the  subject  of  executive  patronage, 
to  which  1  have  already  referred.  The  report  depre- 
cated the  further  increase  of  the  patronage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  accompanied  by  six  bills  to  limit  and 
prevent  the  abuse  of  it.  This  movement  was  fulluwed 
up  at  the  succeeding  Congress  by  the  celebrated  debate 
and  report,  founded  upon  the  retrenchment  resolutions 
introduced  into  this  House  by  a  member  from  Kentucky. 
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These,  sir,  were  the  sources  from  which  the  Jackson 
party  at  that  day  drew  its  principal  nutriment.  Thit 
was  the  milk  upon  which  the  young  Hercules  was  fed, 
who  sat  out  with  (he  profe8sed,determination  of  clearing 
the  land  of  all  political  robbers  and  impostors,  but  who^ 
now  that  he  is  full  grown,  and  without  a  rival,  threatens 
to  become  himself  the  greatest  impostor  and  robber  of 
the  age.  I  speak  of  the  party,  not  of  its  head.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  that  any  member  of  the  House  should,  at  this 
day,  bring  forward  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  Presi- 
dent or  any  of  the  heads  of  Departments  for  his  reasons 
for  witholding  the  patronage  within  his  control  from  an 
opponent  who  hid  long  enjoyed  it,  and  bestowing  it 
upon  a  political  favorite,  would  he  not  be  considered  t 
man  demented  by  every  member  of  the  party  which 
now  assumes  the  name,  and  professes  to  act  upon  the 
principles,  of  the  true  .lackson  party?  The  mover  of 
such  a  resolution  would  be  regarded  as  a  second  Rip 
Van  Wynkle— one  who  had  just  awaked  after  a  sleep  of 
years,  and  found  himself  far  in  the  rear  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  age.  But,  sir,  who  could  have  supposed 
that  so  great  a  change  in  public  sentiment  could  have 
taken  place  in  the  space  of  six  or  seven  years?  Who 
could  have  supposed  that  this  change  could  have  been 
produced  in  the  same  nominal  party?  A  party,  too, 
which,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States,  claims  to  be  identical  with  the  party  which  differ- 
ed so  widely  from  them  a  few  years  ago!  This  ques- 
tion of  patronage  was  not  then  a  subordinate  one;  it  was 
first  and  chief;  it  was  regarded  as  vital. 

But  these  proceedings  do  not  aff>rd  the  most  striking 
evidence  wliich  exists  of  the  singularly  opposite  senti- 
ment which  prevailed  at  that  day,  from  those  which  are 
avowed  and  practised  upon  by  the  same  nominal  party 
at  this  day.  The  member  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Saunders,]  who  brought  forward  the  resolution  of  inqui- 
ry to  which  I  have  adverted,  complained  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  violated  a  sound  principle  in  taking 
from  an  individual,  not  an  office,  but  a  job,  the  publish* 
ing  of  the  laws,  who  had  before  that  time  performed  that 
duty  faitlifully,  to  confer  it  upon  a  political  partisan;  but 
the  idea  that  the  Executive  would  ever  dare  to  vacate  an 
office,  or  remove  an  officer,  for  opinion's  sake,  never 
entered  the  imagination  of  that  gentleman,  as  may  be 
fairly  inferred  from  his  argument.  That  gentleman  was 
then  so  great  a  puritan  upon  that  subject,  that  he  shrunk 
with  horror  from  the  idea  that  any  Prcs'dent  would  ever 
dare  to  remove  a  faithful  public  officer;  yet  we  find  that 
identical  person,  while  enjoying  a  salary  of  three  thou- 
sand a  year  as  an  officer  of  the  Government,  lately  at- 
tending a  political  meeting  at  Baltimore,  and  becoming 
the  second  person  at  that  meeting  in  activity  and  zeal,  in 
order  to  promote  the  success  of  a  party  which  openly 
avows  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  practice  of  making 
all  offices  in  the  control  of  the  Executive  the  prizeaiand 
rewards  of  party  service  and  party  triumphs!  That  gen- 
tleman does"  not  appear  to  me  to  have  improved  his  po- 
litical principles  as  he  has  grown  older.  His  early  prin- 
ciples were  the  best;  and  so  well  am  I  convinced  that 
the  day  that  the  new  doctrines  espoused  by  him  shall  be 
established  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  people  will  be  near 
the  last  days  of  the  republic,  that,  for  the  first  instance 
which  shall  occur  of  the  removal  of  a  faithful  public 
officer  by  a  President  of  the  United  States,  to  make  a 
place  for  a  political  par(i«an,  while  \  have  the  honor  of  a 
seat  upon  this  floor,  1  will  vote  his  impeachment  by  this 
House,  as  for  an  abuse  of  power,  a  misdemeanor  the 
most  dangerous  which  can  exist  undtrr  the  Government. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  sir,  had  as  good  a  will  to  do  an  act  of  this 
kind  as  any  man  who  was  ever  President;  but  his  patri- 
otism, his  principles,  and  his  sense  of  duty,  restrained 
him.  He  saw  and  he  shrunk  from  the  consequences  of 
such  a'pcactice.  Mr.  Jefferson  made  tbe-ppmu'idi^tinc- 
igi  ize     y  g 
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tton,  and  took  the  true  ground,  when  he  declared  that 
any  interference  of  a  public  officer  in  the  elections  would 
be  good  cause  for  removal. 

Sir,  I  put  the  question,  what  difference  can  there  be 
between  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  by  the  use  of 
executive  patronage  and  influence,  in  the  name  of  a 
party,  and  as  the  head  of  a  party,  and  the  appointment 
of  the  President,  a»,  and  in  the  name  of,  the  President, 
in  virtue  of  his  office?  No  practical  statesman  will  say 
there  is  any  difference  in  substance  and  effect. 

But  it  it  said — 1  have  heard  it  repeatedly  said,  and  it 
is  the  drifl  of  one  half  the  canting  matter  which  fills  the 
columns  of  the  party  press — that  the  principles  which 
are  at  ^take  in  the  present  contest  for  political  power  in 
the  United  States  are  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  free  institutions,  that  every  influence,  whe- 
ther strictly  regular  or  not,  ought  to  be  brought  to  bear, 
in  order  to  insure  the  success  of  the  republican  party; 
Jind  it  is  clamorously  urged,  that  certain  usages  of  the 
party  are  important  to  be  preserved,  in  order  to  keep 
the  party  together.  What  all  those  usages  are  I  do  not 
cerUinly  know.  Some  of  them  are  avowed.  The  first 
and  moat  important  appears  to  be  the  practice  of  caucus 
nominations.  Another  one  i%  that  all  offices  are  of  right 
the  property  of  and  ought  to  be  given  to  the  professing 
members  of  that  party.  It  follows,  that  removals  from 
office  for  opinion  sake  are  jusffiable  and  proper,  in 
order  to  conform  to  this  usage.  Upon  the  same  princi- 
ple, and  for  the  same  reason,  the  patronage  and  influence 
of  the  President,  he  being  the  official  head  of  the  party, 
ought  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale  of  the  candidate  for 
the  succession  selected  according  to  the  party  usage  of 
caucus  nomiAation.  The  sum  of  the  argument  is,  thai 
the  present  political  condition  of  the  country  is  like  the 
case  of  an  invasion  by  a  public  enemy—that  the  crisis  is 
extraordinary,  and  demands  extraordinary  remedies,  and 
that  a  regard  for  safe  precedents  or  constitutional  re- 
straints ought  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  salvation  of 
the  country;  in  other  words,  that  we  have  arrived  at 
such  a  crisis  in  our  civil  affairs,  that,  if  a  simihr  state  of 
things  were  to  occur  in  lime  of  war,  martial  law  ought 
to  be  declared.  Whether  the  condition  of  the  country — 
whether  the  principles  and  designs  of  any  party  in  this 
country,  are  of  a  nature  so  wicked  and  mischievous  as 
to  justify  such  a  remedy  or  not,  the  fact  is,  that  a  sort  of 
law  martial  has  been  proclaimed,  and  the  proper  officers 
and  authorities  are  actively  engaged  in  carrying  it  into 
execution  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Without  pausing 
to  inquire  to  what  catastrophe  the  success  of  any  of  the 
obnosiuus  and  so  much  dreaded  parties  in  this  country 
could  lead,  more  disastrous,  more  directly  subversive  of 
the  very  foundation-stones  of  our  glorious  political  edi- 
fice,  than  the  establishment  of  these  new  and  unwarrant- 
able doctrines  and  prsctice.%  I  piopose  to  inquire,  for  a 
moment,  what  the  principles  of  this  psriy  are,  which 
thus  generously  steps  forward  and  proceeds  to  officiate 
ju  the  only  safe  guardian  of  our  dearest  rights.  I  mean 
to  inquire  what  the  principles  of  this  party  are,  not  what 
the  members  of  it  profess.  I  wish  also  to  inquire  what 
assurances,  what  guarantees,  it  can  give,  from  the  past 
conduct  and  principles  of  its  leaders,  that  it  is  fit  to  be 
trusted  with  the  entire  political  power  of  the  country. 
As  this  parly  claims  to  be  the  Jackson  parly,  1  propose 
to  apply  the  proper  tdsts  upon  this  point  also. 

The  first  and  most  decisive  ground  assumed  by  the 
original  Jackson  party  was  against  caucus  nominatiors. 
The  most  fatal  blow  aimed  at  Mr.  Crawford  was  this  de- 
nunciation of  the  alleged  usage  of  the  old  republican 
party.  Mr.  Crawford  fell  under  it;  but  I  do  not  intend 
to  dwell  further  upon  this  point  now. 

Next  to  the  attack  made  upon  the  caucus  system,  the 
original  Jackson  parly  profited  most  by  the  principles  it 


professed  upon  the  subject  of  Government  patronage. 
1*he  original  Jackson  party  held  that  the  patronage  of  the 
Government  was  a  trust  for  the  public  good  and  service, . 
and  that  an  administration  iv hicb  should  deliberately  seek 
to  punish  its  opponents  by  removing  them  from  office, 
and  to  reward  its  partisans  hy  bestowing  the  vacant  em- 
ployments upon  them,  deserved  to  be  degraded  and  ex- 
pelled from  their  station,  and  to  receive  the  execrations 
of  an  indignant  people.  These,  sir,  were  the  doctrines 
and  sentiments  of  the  true  and  genuine  Jackson  party, 
and  they  were  held  to  be  vital  in  the  creed  of  that  party. 
What  are  the  doctrines  and  practices  now  of  the  paNy 
which  claims  to  be  the  same?  Why,  sir,  that  the  apoiU 
of  office  are  the  rightful  property  of  the  victors^that 
the  patronage  is  what  they  have  a  title  lo^tbat  this 
is  one  of  the  usages  which  it  is  essential  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  party  to  observe.  As  a  natural  and  inevitable 
result  of  this  usage,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to  ad- 
minister the  patronage  of  the  Government  ao  as  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  party.  So  much  for  executive 
patronage,  and  the  doctrines  of  this  n<w  republican  party 
in  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  it  aliall  be  distributed. 
It  seems  tjiat  all  the  old  notions  of  the  republican  party, 
in  relation  to  the  proper  end  and  use  of  patronage,  are 
now  regarded  as  old  fashioned,  exploded,  and,  in  fact, 
anti-republican! 

I  now  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  more  important 
questions,  which  may  be  regarded  as  testing  the  princi- 
ples of  the  party,  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  arisen 
for  the  decision  of  Congress.  The  first  which  presented 
itself  was  the  subject  of  internal  improvement  by  the 
General  Government,  involving  both  the  expediency  of 
the  aystem  proposed  and .  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  over  the  subject.  In  the  South  and  South- 
west, wiih  few  exceptions,  the  members  of  the  Jackson 
party  were  strenuously  opposed  to  the  whole  scl^mef 
in  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  upon  conati- 
tutional  grounds.  This  was  supposed  to  be  a  fair  test 
question  between  the  republican  and  federal  parties;  the 
great  line  of  principle  which  separated  them  being  the 
proper  rule  of  interpreting  the  constitution — whether 
strictly,  and  with  a  view  to  hmit  the  power  and  patronage 
of  the  Government;  or  liberally,  with  a  view  to  enlarge  its 
powers  and  give  greater  strength  to  its  action.  In  tbe 
North  and  West,  however,  the  members  of  the  Jackson 
party  differed  from  their  political  allies  of  the  other  sec- 
tions, and  strenuously  maintained  both  the  expediency 
of  a  system  of  internal  improvement,  and  the  power  of 
the  Government  to  carry  it  into  effect.  The  Jackson 
party  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indians,  Illinois,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, were  the  leading  patrons  and  advocates  of  the  sys- 
tem. Even  after  the  veto  of  the  Mayaville  road  bill,  the 
party  in  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  continued  to  sup- 
port the  administration,  upon  the  ground  of  the  excep- 
tion-made in  the  veto  message  in  fiivor  of  the  Cumber- 
land road;  and  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois, 
have  continued  their  allegiance  upon  the  condition  that 
large  annual  appropriations  ahoula  be  made  to  complete 
tha.t  great  highway.  .  So  far,  then,  as  regards  those  States 
and  that  great  and  splendid  work,  the  projected  s^'stem 
of  internal  improvement  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
General  Government.  It  is  pretended  that  this  excep- 
tion is  justified  by  the  compact  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio,  which 
stipulated  that  a  certain  (U'oportion  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  in  those  SUtes  should  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  a  road  from  the  Atlantic  to  those  States. 
Is  it  not  fo}  When  the  stipulated  proportit>n  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  was  applied  from  time  to  time, 
tbe  terms  of  tbe  compact  were  fulfilled,  and  tbe  power 
of  the  Federal  Government  ceased.  A  question  might 
be  made,  whether  the  Federal  Government  had  any  au- 
thority under  the  constitution  to  enter  into  such  %  com* 
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pact)  but,  achnitting  thtt  it  had,  still  the  truth  i9»  that  a 
system  of  internal  improvement  has  been  susuined  by 
the  present  administration,  however  partial  the  execution 
of  it  may  have  been.  There  has  not  been  a  single  appro- 
priation to  that  road  made  since  General  Jackson  came  into 
power,  which  could  be  justified  by  the  compact.  The 
practical  and  effective  compact  under  which  these  ap- 
k  pfoprialions  have  been  made,  is  the  tacit  one,  that  the 
moment  appropriations  for  this  road  cease,  tlie  States 
concerned  will  no  longer  give  their  support  to  the  ad- 
'  ministration.  Such,  sir,  from  the  first,  have  been  the 
loose  ^f^ciples  of  the  party  upon  this  question— a  ques- 
tion which,  I  think,  Virginia. and  Georgia  will  admit  to 
be  a  test  question.  All,  or  nearly  all,  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Northwest  who  belong  to  the  dominant- party  in  this 
House  are  to  this  day  the  advocates  of  a  system  of  inter- 
nal improvement.  So  are  those  from  Pennsylvaniaj  and 
so  from  Kentucky:  all  good  internal  improvement  men. 
Let  U9  t«Bt  the  pretensions  of  that  party  which  unites  with 
such  hearty  good  will  upon  all  questions  of  a  party  nature 
in  this  House,  to  be  regarded  as  the  exclusive  depositaries 
of  republican  principles,  by  circumstances  a  little  more 
specific  and  particular.  1  may  be  too  particular  to  be 
altogether  agreeable  to  individuals,  l>ut  this  is  a  question 
of  high  principle)  and  it  is  necessary  to  be  explicit. 

I  suppose  no  one  will  question  but  that  the  principles 
of  the  two  distinguished  gentlemen  selected  by  the  dom- 
inant party  to  fill  the  two  highest  offices  in  the  Govern- 
ernment  may  be  truly  and  fairly  held  to  be  the  princi- 
ples of  (he  party,  as  such,  which  supports  ihem.  Well, 
sir,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  has  been  selected 
to  bet  he  candidate  of  the  party  for  the  vice  presidency, 
leaves  us  nothing  to  doubt  as  to  his  opinions  upon  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement.  He  avows  his  views 
upon  this  subject  candidly,  and  as  becomes  a  man,  in  his 
letter  accepting  the  nomination  of  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention. That  <Iistingui8hed  gentleman  thinks  that  all 
works  of  internal  improvement  should,  for  various  sound 
reasons,  which  he  enumerates,  be  carried  on  by  the 
States,  except  such  as  are  universally  admitted  to  be  of 
a  national  character.  This  is  going  qtiite  as  far  as  any 
advocate  of  internal  improvement  has  ever  gone  in  this 
House.  No  man,  nor  any  party,  has,  in  my  knowledge^ 
ever  contended  that  the  Federal  Government  ought  to^ 
construct  any  works  except  such  as  are  of  a  national 
character.  It  is  true  that  Virginia  appears  to  reluctate 
a  little  at  the  idea  of  giving  its  support  to  this  nomination, 
but  my  friend  from  Kentucky  need  not  be  uneasy  at  thisj 
the  party  in  that  State  are  only  preparing  to  take  him 
with  a  better  grace,  or  to  connive  at  his  election.  That 
State  has  given  her  sanction  to  principles  and  practices 
far  more  odious  and  monstrous  to  the  sense  of  the  real 
republicans  of  the  country,  than  any  principle  of  his 
to  whicli  they  have  taken  exception.  But  a  more  im- 
portant  inquiry  is,  what  are  the  principles  of  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  Baltimore  convention  for  the  presidency,  (Mr. 
Van  Buren,)  and  what  is  to  be  his  course  upon  Jibe  sub- 
ject of  internal  improvement^  If  any  man  knows  what 
his  principles  are,  or  what  his  course  is  likely  to  be  upon 
this  subject,  from  any  thing  he  has  explicitly  stated  or 
avow£d,  he  is  more  fortunate  than  myself.  If  there  is 
any  friend  of  his  in  this  House  who  is  better  informed 
than  myself,  I  hope  he  will  do  that  gentleman  the  jus- 
tice to  let  us  know  what  his  principles  teally  are  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject.  But,  sir,  1  do  know  what  the  princi- 
ples of  that  gentleman  are  understood  to  be,  and  what  his 
course  is  expected  to  be  in  the  Slates  north  of  the  Ohio 
There,  sir,  he  is  represented  by  his  friends,  and  is  be- 
lieved by  the  people,  to  be  in  favor  of  a  system  of  in- 
ternal improvement  by  the  General  Government.  This 
is  the  general  belief  in  those  States.  Some  of  his  more 
judicious  friends,  I  understand,  represent  that  he  is  an 
advocate  for  internal  improvement  so  far  as  rolatea  to 


the  interests  and  wants  of  those  States;  and  this  satisfies 
the  people.  Now,  sir,  I  call  upon  the  members  of  this 
House  who  represent  any  of  those  States,  and  are  friendly 
to  the  election  of  that  gentleman,  to  correct  me,  if  I  have 
misstated  or  misconceived  the  belief  which  prevails  in 
that  section  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  the  principles  and 
probable  course  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  upon  the  subject  of 
mternal  improvement.  It  is  due  alike  to  him  and  to 
themselves  that  they  should  state  whether  these  things 
be  true  or  not.  It  Is  needless  to  say  that  in  the  South 
that  gentleman  is  understood  to  entertain  principles  di- 
rectly the  opposite  of  those  ascribed  to  him  north  of  the 
Ohio.  Sir,  it  is  a  singular  fact  that,  in  the  exposition  of 
the  relative  prospects  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Judge 
White  for  the  presidency,  contained  in  an  early  and  ably 
written  article  of  the  Nashville  Union,  a  newspaper  got 
up  for  the  express  purpose  of  advancing  the  interests  of 
the  Vice  President  in  Tenne&see,  the  ground  was  openly 
assumed,  and,  considering  where  it  was  done,  and  under 
whose  auspices,  it  was  most  audaciously  assumed,  that 
Judge  White  could  not  get  the  votes  of  the  States  north 
of  the  Ohio,  by  reason  of  his  rigid  course  and  opinions 
upon  the  subject  of  internal  improvement,  but  Mr.  Van 
Burer,  it  was  left  to  be  inftrred,  might.  And  why,  sir, 
could  this  representative  head,  that  is  to  be,  of  tiie  ex- 
clusive republican  parly  in  this  country,  get  the  votes  of 
those  States?  Let  the  Southern  gentlemen  who  support 
him  answer  this  question.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  be- 
cause very  small  circumstances  sometimes  indicate  the 
n^ost  important  results,  that  this  article  of  the  Nashville 
Ctnion  was  republished  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  and, 
as  I  remember,  without  comment  upon  this  point,  f 
have  said  enough  upon  this  subject  to  show  that  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement  by  the  Federal  Government 
will  find  no  impediment  in  the  principles  of  the  two  gen- 
tlemen who  are  supported  for  the  two  highest  offices  of 
the  Government. 

The  next  question  which  was  presented  under  the 
present  administratiout  and  which  was  regarded  as  in 
any  degree  a  test  of  parties,  was  the  high  tariflf  policy — 
a  policy  thought  to  be  so  intimately  connected  with  a 
system  of  internal  improvement  as  to  constitute  one  great 
and  united  system  of  national  policy,  called  the  American 
system:  a  system  which  was  the  perfect  abomination  of 
the  South,  and  to  no  party  apparently  more  so  than  to 
that  party  in  Virginia  which  now  claims  to  number  in  its 
ranks  the  only  genuine  republicans  of  that  far-famed 
Commonwealth.  Well,  sir,  both  the  candidates  of  that 
party  to  which  Virginia  adheres  for  the  two  highest  offi- 
ces known  to  the  constitution  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1828 — 
the  most  odious,  andj  upon  every  principle,  the  most  in- 
defensible act  of  legislation  which  grew  out  of  the  com- 
bined and  mutual  interests  of  the  so-called  American 
system.  It  may  be,  and  it  has  a  thousand  times  been 
said,  that  those  gentlemen  voted  as  they  did  upon  that 
question  to  sustain  their  party.  That  may  be  true^  but 
that  is  precisely  the  objection  I  have  to  them,  or,  rather, 
to  the  party  of  which  they  are  the  leaders.  These  gen- 
tlemen will  do  the  same  thing  again,  or  any  thing  else 
equally  or  more  obnoxious,  to  sustain  their  party.  This 
is  the  true  objection  to  the  party  which  is  now  forming 
in  the  United  States,  and  to  any  party  whose  only  bond 
of  union  is  the  expectation  of  sharing  the  patronage  of  , 
the  Government.  Interests,  purely  of  a  party  nature, 
are  obliged  to  subvert  all  regard  for  sound  principles, 
and  to  become  paramount  to  them.  When  such  a  party 
shall  obtain  power,  even  the  obligations  of  law  and  duty 
become  subordinate  considerations.  A  general  relax- 
ation of  morals,  and  of  all  the  ties  which  give  security  to 
society,  ensues. 

I  shalHiotice  the  question  of  nullification  but  briefly. 
The  country  found  itself,  in  relation  to  that  subject,  in  a 
new  and  tztreoie  emergency:  and  etxreme  remedies  were 
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tbe  natural  consequence.  In  the  deciiion  to  which  Con- 
gress came  upon  (hat  lamented  contest  between  the 
authorities  of  the  Federal  Government  and  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  those  who  now  call  themselTCS  the  ex- 
clusive republican  party  were  found  acting^  in  concert 
and  harmony  with  ultra  fedemlists.  So  far,  therefore, 
as  regards  the  subject  of  nullification,  the  present  exclu- 
sive and  prescriptive  party  in  power  can  claim  lo  have 
won  no  new  laurels  for  the  brow  of  demoerscy.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Tuwxs]  has  thought 
proper  to  taunt  me  upon  the  subject  of  my  vote  upon 
this  subject.  Sir,  I  do  not  regret,  nor  would  1  recall, 
my  vote  upon  that  subject,  however  much  I  regretted 
the  occasion  of  it.  1  lamented  the  errors  of  South  Caro- 
lina as  much  as  I  disapproved  the  policy  which  pro- 
Toked  her  to  extremes. 

I  have  omitted  to  notice,  in  its  proper  order,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  relative  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  of  the 
States  and  Federal  Government  over  the  Indian  tribes 
and  territories  within  the  limits  of  the  States.  I  intend, 
however,  to  pass  it  over  with  a  remark  or  two  only. 
This,  it  is  well  known,  was  one  of  the  most  delicate  and 
difficult  questions  which  has  arisen  under  this  Govern- 
ment. The  Jackson  party  was  divided  upon  the  policy 
of  removal— an  expedient  adopted  by  the  administration 
in  order  to  avoid  greater  embarrassments,  which  were 
likely  to  arise  in  our  Indian  relations.  With  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, the  entire  Pennsylvania  delegation  were  oppo- 
sed to  the  administration  upon  this  subject,  yet  Georgia 
and  Pennsylvania  are  equally  united  and  zealous  in  pr<> 
scribing  and  exterminating,  according  to  party  law  ana 
usage,  the  very  man  [Judge  White]  who  contributed 
more  than  any  other  single  member  of  Congress  to  carry 
that  question  in  favor  of  Georgia!  Can  this  be  a  party 
founded  upon  principle? 

I  come  now  to  the  last  great  fest  question,  the  Bark  of 
the  United  States,  and  propose  to  inquire  briefly  into  the 
consistency  and  principles  of  the  party  in  relation  to  thst 
subject.  A  full  and  candid  history  of  this  question 
would  be  a  most|tnteresting  and  instructive  acquisition  to 
the  country.  I  do  not  mean  to  become  the  advocate  or 
apologist  of  the  bank.  I  notice  the  subject  merely  as  a 
means  of  illustrating  the  true  character  of  the  party 
which  now  assumes  exclusive  pretentions  to  orthodox 
and  consistent  principles.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  proper  to 
be  remarked  that  the  gentleman  who  has  been  designa- 
ted to  head  this  self-st>  ltd  republican  psrty,  or  exquMes, 
as  they  really  hold  themselves,  for  the  next  eight  years, 
(Mr.  Van  Buren,}  in  his  celebrated  speech  upon  tbe 
niles  of  the  Senate,  which  he  intended  to  be  a  full  expo- 
sition of  his  political  opinions,  kept  himself  so  neatly  and 
exactly  balanced  upon  the  question  of  the  bank,  as  to  be 
able  to  fall  with  grace  and  safely  either  way,  according 
to  the  exigency  of  his  affairs.  That  I  may  not  appear 
to  do  him  injustice  upon  this  point,  I  will  read  from  his 
■peech  what  he  ssys  upon  this  point. 

After  referring  to  the  former  opinions  of  Mr.  Madison 
upon  the  question  of  constitutional  power,  and  stating 
that  he  hsd  yielded  a  reluclant  assent  lo  the  late  charter, 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  in  the  speech  alluded  to,  prnceeds  thus: 

'*  Hit  assent  was  now  placed  on  the  express  ground 
that  the  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
in  relation  to  the  old  bank,  by  the  Slate  Govprnments 
and  the  courts,  as  well  as  the  people,  had  precluded  the 
<)uestion  of  constitutionality.  Thus,  the  power  in  ques- 
tion must  stand  as  a  auccessful  interpolation  of  the  con- 
atitution."  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  '•  For  his  departure  in 
that  particular,  (.f  departure  it  was,)  his  reasons  have 
been  seen."  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ••It  is  not,  at  this  time, 
my  official  duly  to  pass  upon  their  sufficiency;  snd  I  am 
wholly  unwilling  to  volunteer  a  denuncistiort  of  any 
'^n,  deliberately  formed,  by  one  of  the  most,  if  not 
\  accomplished  s'.atesroan  that  our  country  has 


It  is  manifest  from  these  passages  that  tiM  Vice  Preai* 
dent  has  laid  aside  all  constitutional  scruples  upon  the  con- 
stitutional question.  He  regards  the  power  to  establish  a 
bank  as  a  auccessful  interpolation  upon  the  constitution. 
It  is  in  relation  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  upon 
which  Mr.  Madison  acted,  in  thus  interpolating  a  new 
power,  wliich  he  (Mr.  Van  Buren)  will  not  volunteer  an 
opinion;  his  opinion  was  volunteered,  and  expressed 
plainly  enough,  as  to  the  effect  of  Mr.  Madison's  course 
in  giving  his  sanction  to  the  bill  chartering  tbe  late  United 
States  Bank,  in  his  opinion,  the  power  can  no  longer 
be  questioned.  But  the  President  himself,  ^General 
Jackson,)  although  he  was  known  by  his  particular 
friends  tt)  entertain  opinions  unfavorable  to  the  bank,  and 
^  these  were  communicated  to  Congress  in  his  fipst  mes- 
sage,  yet  this  communication,  and  all  succeeding  ones, 
were  so  cautiously  and  oracularly  worded,  that  his  best 
friends  could  not,  with  certainty,  infer  what  bis  cmtrse 
would  be  upon  the  question  of  recharter,  until  1832, 
when  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  that  purpose  compelled 
him  to  act  unequivocally.  From  various  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances,  I  feel  authorised  4o  say  that,  notwithatanding 
the  President's  early  prejudices  against  the  bank,  he  had 
made  u  p  his  mind  either  to  recharter  the  late  one,  with  some 
modifications,  or,  at  all  events,  to  charter  a  new  one  as  a 
substitute  for  if.  I  had  various  reasons  for  this  opinion, 
and  besides  the  evidence  I  had  of  the  fact,  a  circum* 
stance  entitled  to  no  little  weight  was,  that  certain  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  always  been  distinguished  for  a  sort  of 
intuitive  tact  in  never  forming  any  opinion  in  advance  of 
those  in  power,  even  upon  the  most  important  and  vital 

3uestions,  and  certain  others  who,  I  knew,  could  never 
iffer  with  General  Jackson  upon  any  subject,  were  at 
fault  upon  this  question.  You  may  remember,  sir,  that 
in  all  the  discussions  which  grew  out  of  the  resolutions 
of  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Clayton,]  propoaing 
an  examination  into  the  aft'airs  of  the  banki  ay,  sir,  even 
in  the  very  elaborate  report  of  the  minority  of^he  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  in  1832,  upon  this  subject, 
not  a  single  remark  could  be  detected  which  indicated 
how  either  of  these  classes  of  gentlemen,  to  whom  1  have 
alluded,  would  vote  upon  the  question  of  recharter.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  evident  that  those  wary  gentlemen 
studiously  kept  the  door  wide  open,  and  reserved  to 
themselves  the  utmost  freedom  of  action,  so  far  as  re- 
garded any  committal  in  this  House.  But  the  messages 
of  the  President  are  decisive  on  this  point,  and  leave  no 
doubt  that  the  President  had  determined,  if  all  circum- 
stances had  been  favorable,  to  recharter  the  late  bank. 

The  languagfe  of  the  first  message,  in  1829,  was,  that 
<■  both  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  law 
creating  the  present  bank  had  been  well  questioned  by 
a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-citixens."  In  the  same  roes« 
sage  he  stiggested  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank, 
*<  founded  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government  and  ita 
revenues."  In  his  annual  message,  in  1830,  he  atated 
**  that  nothing  had  occurred  to  lessen  the  dangera  to  be 
apprehended'from  the  bank,  as  at  present  crganized;^ 
and  he  again  suggebted  the  inquiry,  *<  whether  it  was 
not  possible  to  secure  all  the  advantages  of  the  present 
bank,  through  the  agency  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
so  modified  in  its  principles  and  btructure  as  to  obviate 
all  const itytional  and  other  objections."  ~In  1831  be  re- 
ferred to  the  o*pinions  before  expressed  in  relation  to 
"  the  Bank  of  the  United  St'ates,  as  at  present  organised." 
This  was  the  last  message  which  preceded  the  passage 
of  the  bill  to  recharter  the  bsnk.  But  this  is  not  the 
last  proof  uhich  the  President  g^ave  that  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  recharter  the  late  bank.  In  bis  veto  of  the 
hill  of  1833  he  expresses  himself  in  the  following  lan- 
guage: **  I  sincerely  refrret  that,  in  the  act  before  me,  I 
can  perceive  none  of  those  modifications  of  tbe  bank 
charter  which  are  necessary,  ip  nfij&opinion.  tO|ipake  it 
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compatible  with  justice,  with  sound  policy,  or  with  the 
coiMtitution  of  our  country."  Who  now  shall  say  that 
the  President  was  not  himself  a  bank  man,  or  that  be 
had  not  determined  to  recharfer  the  late  bank,  had  it 
received  some  modifications  conformable  to  his  views? 
But  I  am  able  to  refer  to  some  further  evidence  of  the 
flexibility  of  the  principles  of  the  party  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  gentleman  [Mr.  Johnson]  who  was  selected 
by  the  Baltimore  convention  to  fill  the  second  office  in 
the  Government,  and  to  wear  the  second  honor  in,the 
gift  of  the  party,  was  notoriously  an  advocate  of  a  bank, 
at  the  time  he  was  m>minated  by  the  convention,  what- 
ever may  be  his  views  at  this  time  of  such  Vh  institution. 
The  President  himself  has  furnished  the  world  with 
evidence  which  I  have  not  yet  noticed,  that  he  is  neither 
so  much  opposed  to  a  bank,  or  to  bank  men,  as  the 
public  have  been  made  to  believe.  It  is  well  known 
that,  after  the  settlement  of  the  deposite  question,  in 
1834,  the  President  had  expressed  a  desire  to  reori^anize 
bis  cabinet,  so  as  to  make  it  a  unit,  and,  consequently, 
impart  to  it  greater  energy  in  carrying  out  the  policy  of 
his  administration.  Mr.  McLane,  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, was  generally  supposed  to  differ  with  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  views  upon  the  subject  of  a  bank,  if  not  of 
iht  bank.  He  retired.  Well,  sir,  how  was  his  place 
filled'  By  a  gentleman  [Mr.  Forsyth]  distinguished 
enough,  it  is  true,  for  his  talents  and  services,  but  not  at 
all  remarkable  for  orthodox  opinions  upiin  the  subject 
of  the  bank.  That  gentleman,  in  the  debate  upon  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  expressed  a  decided  opinion  in 
favor  of  the  expediency  of  rechartering  the  bank,  with 
some  modifications!  What,  sir,  are  we  to  understand 
now,  with  all  these  facts  before  us,  arelhe  real  dcctrines 
and  policy  of  the  party  in  relation  to  this  question  of  a 
bank?  One  thing  at  least  is  certain;  and  that  is,  that 
where  there  has  been  so  much  inconsistency,  and  so 
little  regard  for  candor  or  principle  heretofore,  there 
can  be  no  ground  of  confidence  fur  the  future.  It  will 
scarcely  surprise  this  House,  after  what.I  have  shown  in 
relation  to  the  opinions  of  the  first  men  in  the  party, 
that  this  is  ^le  point  upon  which  1  have  been  most  press- 
ed, not  only  by  the  common  pack  of  pursuers,  but  by 
the  President  himself  He  who  had  far  outstripped  me 
in  his  views  upon  the  subject  of  a  bank— being  w^iHing 
to  establish  one  at  the  seat  of  Government — a  national 
bank,  founded  upon  the  public  credit — such  a  bank  as  1 
would  have  sanctioned  only  when  I  was  prepared  to  sur- 
render every  guarantee  of  liberty  in  the  constitution — 
condescended  to  denounce  me  for  entertaining  opinions 
favorable  to  a  bank!  And  hundreds  uf  honest  citizens 
have,  in  this  way,  been  made  to  believe  that  my  politics 
are  of  a  most  pernicious  and  monstrous  character. 

Dot  (0  come  down  to  the  rank-and-file  of  the  party. 
Did  .not  the  whole  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation  vote 
for  the  bank  charter  in  1832t  and  was  not  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  great  and  patriotic  State  unanimously  in  favor 
of  the  bank  in  that  year?  As  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
party  from  New  York,  what  pledge,  what  evidence, 
have  they  ever  given  to  the  country  that  they  are  not 
ready  any  day  to  support  a  bank  charter,  when  it  shall 
be  recommended  as  a  party  measure  by  the  leaders  of 
the  party?  The  members  of  the  party  from  yirginia  I 
exonerate  from  a  charge  of  such  gross  disregard  of  prin- 
ciplei  but  there  is  one  charge  from  which  I  ciannot  ex- 
onerate them;  it  is,  tha%  with  their  eyes  open,  and  when 
they  see  and  know  that  a  majority  of  their  party  asso- 
ciates in  this  House,  and  in  the  country,  are  prepared  to 
sanction  a  bank,  and  every  other  measure  which  they 
profess  to  condemn,  yet  they  still  profess  to  take  their 
present  course  in  politics  upon  the  ground  of  principle! 

I  have  done,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  this  enumeration  of 
test  questions.  The  enumeration  may  not  be  complete, 
but  1  think  I  bare  omitted  oodc  of  a  permanent  and  en- 


during nature.  Well,  sir,  what  conclusions  may  we 
justly  draw  from  this  brief  review  of  the  course  of  the 
party  which,  it  is  said,  must  be  upheld? — those  principles 
which,  like  the  Union  itself,  ••must  be  preserved?" — 
those  principles  which  justify  a  resort  to  such  a  miser- 
able cheat,  so  gross  a  device  as  the  Baltimore  conven- 
tion,  for  the  election  of  a  President,  instead  of  the  regu- 
lar constitutional  mode  of  electing  that  high  officer? 
Where  are  thise  principles  which  justify  the  open  and 
direct  interference  of  the  Executive  in  the  election  of 
his  successor,  and  the  consequent  prostitution  of  the 
whole  patronage  of  the  Government  to  that  object? 
Where,  1  repeat,  and  what  are  those  principles  which 
are  endangered  by  dividing  the  parly?  What  are  those 
principles  which  a  learned  judge  of  Virginia  [Mr.  Bar- 
bour] fears  will  be  endangered  by  dividing  the  party? 
What  are  those  principles  which  another  learned  asso- 
ciate judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
[Mr.  Wayne]  had  in  his  mind  when  he  gavt  Hie  senti- 
ment last  summer  in  favor  of  the  practice  of  caucus 
nominations?  I  have  shown  that  the  principlea  of  tlie 
dominant  party  sanction  removals  from  office  for  opin- 
ion's sake,  and  justify  the  use  of  executive  patronage 
in  c(>ntrt>lling  elections  as  a  necessary  cement  of  union 
amon^^the  members  of  it.  I  have  shown  that  a  majority 
of  the  parly  are  prepared  to  support  a  system  of  internal 
improvement  by  the  Federal  Government;  that  the  mo- 
ment it  becomes  expedient,  in  reference  to  party  inter- 
ests, they  are  ready  to  establish  a  national  bank;  that  they 
are  in  favor  of  increasing  the  expenditures  and  patron^ 
age  of  the  Government  in  every  branch  of  the  public 
service;  and,  above  all,  I  have  shown  that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  sanction  and  justify  the  direct  and  open  inter- 
ference of  the  President  in  the  election  of  his  succes- 
sor. Now,  sir,  what  party  in  this  country  would  go  fur- 
ther? Are  these  the  principles  which  are  so  important  to 
be  preserved,  that  every  other  consideration,  sound  doc- 
trine, and  practice,  must  be  disregarded  and  tranr>pled 
upon?  What  are  thohe  principles  and  practices  of  the 
federal  party  which  the  people  are  taught  deserve  tiieir 
abhorrence,  and  how  do  they  differ  from  those  of  the 
party  in  power?  Will  some  member  of  the  House  do 
me  the  favor — wilfhe  do  the  country  the  favor — topoint 
them  out?  Are  they  worse  than  the  principles  and  prac-. 
tices  which  I  have  proved  to  belong  to  the  self-styltd  re- 
publican party? 

I  cannot  conclude  my  remarks  upon  the  shameful  dis- 
regard and  contempt  of  all  consistency  manifest  in  the 
course  of  the  leaders  of  this  party,  without  some  notice 
of  a  practice  that  deserves  the  most  pointed  rebuke  from 
every  friend  of  popular  rights  and  free  governn.ent. 
Since  the  beginning  of  time,  there  has  irot  been  a  more 
gross  and  systematic  attempt  to  excite  and  delude  the 
people  by  false  professions  and  pretences,  or,  to  use  a 
popular  term,  by  humbugging  them.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  the  heads—the  first  men  in  the  party — are  most  dis- 
tinguished in  the  practice  of  this  method  of  leading, 
and  thereby  governing,  the  people.  Such  a  practice,  in 
any  Government,  in  the  leaders  of  any  party,  is  dis- 
graceful; but  it  is  especially  so  when  resorted  to  by  re- 
publican statesmen,  because  it  is  absolutely  subversive 
of  the  principles  and  theory  of  a  free  Government.  It 
is  founded  and  adopted  upon  the  idea  tliat  in  no  other 
way  can  the  people  be  govemed;  in  trut'',  that  they 
have  not  capacity  or  information  sufficient  for  self-gov- 
ernment. It  is  the  method  adopted  by  all  arbitrary  and 
unjust  Governments,  from  the  earliest  times,  to  main- 
tain their  authority  among  the  people.  It  is  the  essence 
of  all  state-craf^,  as  well  as  prie«;crart,  to  take  advantage 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  |  eople,  and  wheedle  them  ii.to 
a  reverence  for  unjust*  authority,  by  every  species  of 
fraud  and  imposture — a  system  always  adapted  in  each 
country  to  the  peculiar  prejudice9#civM  sod  religious. 
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of  the  people.  The  introduction,  at  this  time,  of  a  sya- 
teni  oF  this  kind,  open  and  gross  as  it  has  been  of  late, 
must  liave  the  most  unhappy  effect  upon  the  cause  of  free 
institutions  everywhere.  While  it  proceeds  upon  the 
hypothesis  that  the  mass  of  the  people  are  little  better 
than  children  in  the  grade  of  their  intellect,  and  posses- 
sing all  their  credulity  and  waywardness,  it  leads  direct- 
ly to  the  suppression  of  the  truth,  as  you  may  aee  daily 
exemplified  in  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  organ  of 
the  party,  (the  Globe.)  I  need  scarcely  say  that  the 
characteristic  feature  of  this  practice,  and  its  first  requi- 
site, is  impudence.  It  is  a  singular  fact  in  the  history  of 
the  human  mind,  that  the  most  uncommon  and  unac« 
countable  deceptions  which  have  been  practised  upon  it 
have  ever  succeeded,  chiefly  by  the  boldness,  by  the 
sheer  impudence,  with  which  they  have  been  attempted. 
But,  that  I  may  not  be  charged  with  making  loose  and 
unsupported  declarations,  1  propose  to  array  a  few  of 
the  proofs  Vhich  exist  of  a  successful  resort  to  this  sys- 
tem by  the  gentlemen  who  now  control  the  administra* 
tton  of  public  aff'nirs  in  this  country. 

The  nrst  grand  deception  which  was  pUyed  off  upon 
the  honest  and  confiding  people  of  this  country  was  the 
early  announcement  that  retrenchment  and  reform  were 
to  be  the  cardinal  points  in  the  policy,  and  the  most 
cherished  objects,  of  the  present  administration.  Well, 
sir,  the  first  act  of  retrenchment  which  took  place,  I  be- 
lievr,  was  perpetrated  by  the  present  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, (Mr.  Kendall,)  when  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. One  of  the  first  acts  of  his  official  duty  was  to  de- 
cline taking  certain  newspapers,  at  the  public  charge; 
an  extravagance  which  his  predecessor  had  indulged  in. 
It  would  be  realty  amusing  now  to  mn  over  the  psgrs 
of  the  then  official  organ  nf  the  party,  and  remark  X\\e 
consequence  wiiich  was  imparted  to  this  act;  but  this 
WHS  declared  to  be  but  a  grain  of  sand  upon  the  seashore 
in  comparison  of  what  was  to  follow.  If  there  was  any 
repetition  of  this  example  of  retrencliment  more  notable 
than  this  one,  I  do  not  now  recollect  it.  Whether  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  have  been  retrenched 
or  not«  I  refer  to  the  public  documents  to  answer.  I 
will  merely  state,  upon  this  head,  th.it  the  regular  ap- 
propriations for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  exclu- 
sive of  the  expends  of  Indian  wars,  exceed  the  expend- 
itures of  any  former  year  of  the  late  administration 
more  than  one  hundred  per  cent. !  This  is  certainly  an 
extraordinary  evidence  of  increased  economy  and  re- 
trenchment !  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
reform  which  was  announced  as  the  great  purpose  of 
the  present  administration,  I  mean  the  reform  of  ihose 
abuses  which  had  brought  the  patronnge  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  I  have  al- 
ready alluded  to  the  language  of  the  inaugural  sddresa 
upon  this  subject.  This  was,  as  interpreted  at  the  time, 
a  proclttmation  and  interdict  to  all  public  ofllicers,  after 
the  manner  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  circular,  to  abstain  from 
all  interference  in  elections.  Whenever  the  subject  of 
executive  interference,  ur  the  pei^'eraion  and  abuse  of 
executive  patronage,  and  the  interference  of  public  ofli- 
cers  in  elections,  have  been  noticed  or  complained  of, 
the  President,  by  his  usual  organs  of  communication  with 
the  public,  has  been  held  up  to  the  people  as  decidedly 
adverse  in  his  principle^and  feelings  to  any  such  practi- 
ces. About  two  years  ago,  I  believe  it  was,  upon  some 
complaint  that  a  public  officer  bad  interfered  in  an  elec- 
tion in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  official  organ  an- 
nounced to  the  country  that  no  such  interference  could 
have  been  authorized  by  the  Executive,  inasmuch  as  he 
hud  expressly  interdicted  all  such  practices  in  his  first 
inaugural  address.  Rven  as  late  aa  last  summer,  his 
principles,  in  relation  to  this  practice,  were  declared  in 
his  favorite  organ  to  be  well  known,  and  that  they  had 
ntvcr  been  changed!     Sir,  thousands  of  honest  mcu  of 


the  party  receive  all  this  with  the  same  degree  of  faith 
that  they  read  the  Bible.  But  what  are  the  facts;  and 
what  were  the  facts  at  the  time  these  hypocritical  decla- 
rations were  made^  Sir,  the  President  himself  had,  at 
that  time,  not  only  taken  an  open  and  decided  part  in 
the  election  of  his  successor,  even  as  between  two  of  hit 
own  political  friends,  but  he  had  interfered,  and  was 
then  actively  and  zealously  employed  in  operating  upon 
the  elections  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
But  this  is  not  all:  so  far  was  h«f  from  interdicting  the 
interference  of  public  officers  in  elections,  that  be  is 
known  to  have  given  his  countenance  to  tuch  interfer- 
ence in  more^han  one  instance;  and  every  public  officer 
in  the  United  States  now  know*  that  he  cannot  do  a 
more  acceptable  service  to  the  Executive  than  to  devote 
himself  to  the  cause  of  the  Vice  President,  As  to  the 
course  of  subordinate  public  officers  generally,  the  hum- 
bug of  reform  is,  if  possible,  more  striking  and  complete. 
Is  there  a  member  of  this  House  wlio  does  not  know 
that  in  every  public  meeting,  particularly  in  the  North 
and  Northwest,  connected  with  the  presidential  elec- 
tions, the  officers  of  this  Government  and  the  State  Gov-  ^ 
ernments,  of  the  ssme  polilica,  are  the  most  active 
sgents  concerned  in  them;  signalizing  themselves  by 
their  zeal  in  drilling  or  drumming  in  advance,  or  aa 
members  of  the  meeting— surveyors,  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  Isnd  offices,  postmasters,  custom-house  offi- 
cers, and  mailTJontractors!  But  a  few  facts  are  of  more 
value  than  a  great  deal  of  mere  assertion.  It  haa  been 
stated,  upon  goo<l  authority,  and  never  contradicted, 
that  in  the  convention  which  met  at  Albany  last  year,  to 
appoint  delegates  to  represent  the  State  of  New  York  in 
the  Baltimore  convention,  there  were  forty-eight  public 
officers  of  the  State  and  Federal  Governments,  and 
among  the  number  eighteen  postmasters  and  thirteen 
judges  of  courts!  Of  the  committee  raised  to  select  the 
delegates,  eighteen  were  public  officers,  and  among  the 
number  twelve  postmasters.  Of  the  whole  number  of 
delegates  to  the  convention  at  Baltimore,  forty-two  in 
number,  twenty  were  public  officers  of  the  State  or  Na- 
tional  Governments,  and  of  these  five  were  postmasters, 
and  five  others  judges  of  courts! 

In  the  convention  which  sat  on  the  8th  day  of  Jsnu- 
ary,  1834,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  appoint  delegates  to 
meet  in  the  national  convention  at  Baltimcre,  47  were 
public  officers;  and  among  others,  13  postmasters.  How 
many  public  officers  there  were  in  the  late  Baltimore 
convention,  from  all  the  State*,  I  know  not;  but  what  is 
most  to  the  point  is,  that  there  were  some  there  so  no- 
torious and  prominent  in  their  connexion  with  this  Gov- 
ernment, that  the  fact  that  they  were  members  of  that 
convention  could  not  hsve  been  unknown  to  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  time.  But  why  mince  th'w  question^  Why 
take  time  to  prove  what  haa  been  notorious  for  y^ara> 
The  interference  of  public  officers  has  been  common, 
and  is  as  open  and  notorious  as  it  has  been  common,  if 
any  proof  were  wanting  to  show  that  the  interference  of 
public  officera  in  electiona  has  not  only  been  permitted, 
but  even  encouraged,  by  the  Executive,  it  might  be  found 
in  the  fact  that,  in  the  late  Baltimore  convention,  a  sur- 
veyor general  of  a  large  State  of  the  West  was  a  mem- 
ber, within  so  short  a  time  after  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment, that  I  dotibt  whether  he  had  actually  been  inatall- 
ed  in  office  before  he  made  his  appearance. as  an  active 
member  of  that  bodf.  Again,  air:  a  gentleman  who 
had  spent  the  preceding  winter  in  close  connexion  with 
the  Executive,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  for  tlie  adju- 
dication  of  cla'ms  under  the  French  treaty,  at  a  salary  of 
three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  was  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient members  of  that  convention.  The  secretary  of  that 
commission  was  also  a  member.  In  fact,  without  the 
contingency  of  that  commission,  1  do  not  see  how  the 
convention  could,  have  gotten.  alon|  tt^lL    YcL  sir, 
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when  this  practice  was  so  notorious — so  approved  as  it 
muit  have  been — in  the  Uce,  I  say,  oF  all  these  facts,  the 
official  organ  (the  Globe)  continues  to  announce,  fur  the 
edification  of  those  of  its  readers  who  stand  aloof  from  all 
the  active  scenes  of  party  strife,  and  who  read  the  Globe 
only,  that  the  President  is,  in  principle,  opposed  to  all 
interference  of  public  officers  in  elections  and  that  he 
interdicted 4 he  practice  in  his  inaugural  address! 

The  next  most  remarkable  humbug  grew  out  of  the 
contest  between  the  administration  and  the  United  States 
Bank.  I  pass  over  some  of  the  smaller  and  more  dis- 
reputable deceptions  practised  upon  the  people  in  this 
conflict;  such  as  the  alarm  that  was  gotten  up  at  the 
idea  of  using  the  capital  of  foreigners,  and  the  appre- 
hensions created  that  we  would  soon  be  under  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  nobility  of  England,  unless  the  bank  was 
put  down.  But  the  one  which  answered  the  purposes 
of  the  party  more  effectually  than  the/est  was  the  pro- 
ject of  a  gold  and  stiver  currency.  This  was  urged  with 
all  the  appsrent  zeal  of  candor,  and  sll  the  confidence 
of  success.  It  took  for  its  hour,  and  did  mere  to  secure 
the  triumph  of  the  party  than  all  the  other  devices  to 
■  which  they  have  resorted.  In  many  large  States,  in 
many  entire  sections  of  the  Union,  in  1834,  ^d  until  the 
elections  were  over  in  the  fall  of  that  ^ear,  it  was  the 
engrossing  topic,  and  the  confident  belief  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  General  Jackson  had  matured  a  scheme 
of  policy  which  only  required  the  support  of  the  people 
to  enable  them  to  carryjt  into  effect,  which  would  restore 
the  golden  >ge.  There  was  really  something  more  fas- 
cinating in  this  scheme  to  the  fancy  of  the  people  than 
th^  mere  substituting  gold  and  silver  for  bank  paper. 
The  idea  of  increased  means  and  new  sources  of  enjoy- 
ment, were  associated  with  the  new  policy  in  their  minds. 
The  effect  was  great.  I  remember  well  the  sensation 
produced  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  upon  this  subject. 
We  had  (he  honor  of  a  visit  from  our  respected  Chief 
Magistrate  that  year,  about  the  time  of  the  first  issue  of 
the  new  gold  coin;  and  the  attentive  and  vigilant  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  did  the  President  the  honor  to  for- 
ward to  him  a  few  ofthe  first  new  and  shining  pieces  which 
dropped  from  the  mint.  1  believe  I  would  not  err,  if  I 
were  to  say  that  these  beautiful  and  attractive  evidences 
of  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  administration  in  its 
struggle  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its 
alleged  corrupt  supporters,  were  exhibited  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  thousands  and  to  some  i^ith  the  intended  effect. 
At  the  same  time,  the  proposition  that  gold  snd  silver 
were  the  only  constitutional  currency,  stated  by  the 
President  in  the  form  of  a  sentiment  at  a  public  dinner, 
which  he  gratified  the  people  of  Nashville  by  accepting, 
was  arrayed  before  the  public  with  all  the  const  quence 
and  effect  his  great  name  and  official  station  could  give 
it.  From  that  time  forward,  any  man  who  held  opinions 
favorable  to  a  bank  was  denounced  as  an  enemy  to  the 
new  and  glorious  project  of  General  Jackson  in  relation 
to  a  gold  and  silver  currency.  The  subject  became  the 
burden  of  public  addresses  to  the  people.  A  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gbuhdt]  distinguished 
himself  that  year  by  bolstering  up  this  humbug.  Well, 
air,  at  that  moment  there  were  four  hundred  and  fifty 
banks  chartered  by  the  States  .&nd  more  than  four  hun- 
dred actually  in  operation,  and  all  of  them  authorized  to 
issue  notes.  But  what  marks  the  peculiar  grossness  and 
profligacy  of  the  imposture  practised  upon  the  people, 
is  the  fact  that  the  official  journal  of  the  same  party 
which  resorted  to  this  shameful  artifice  had,  up  to  that 
time,  earnestly  recommended  the  establishment  of  new 
and  additional  State  banks.  Thi»  fact  is  so  striking  an 
illustration  of  the  principles  and  character  of  the  party, 
that  I  beg  leave  to  read  an  article  or  two  upon  this  sub*. 
Ject  from  the  Globe. 
.   **  Statb  Baitxs.— It  WM  aDtidpated,  from  the  zea^ 


with  which  the  respective  Legislatures  of  Kentucky,  Id- 
diana,  and  Ohio,  entered  upon  the  duty  of  establishing 
State  institutions,  to  secure  to  the  State  Governments  the 
emoluments  growing  out  of  the  banking  business,  that 
each,  by  this  time,  would  have  had  a  local  system  in  full 
operation.  This  seemed  indispensable,  as  well  to  meet 
the  necessities  ofthe  people,  incident  to  the  winding  up 
of  the  United  States  B^nk,  as  to  enable  the  States  to  ap- 
propriate to  themselves  respectively,  the  benefits  re- 
sulting from  that  event.  The  general  wish  of  the  peo- 
ple seemed  to  require  of  their  representatives  the  prompt 
accomplishment  of  this  important  object.  How  deeply 
the  people  have  been  disappointed  appears  from  the  de- 
mands now  made,  through  public  meetings,  for  an  im- 
mediate act  of  the  Legislatures  in  some  of  these  Statep, 
to  resume  the  business  of  the  chartering  State  banks." 
[Daily  Globe,  March  28,  1833. 

Not  a  word  about  the  limitation  of  notes  above  fire  or 
ten  dollars. 

If  the  committee  will  indulge  me  I  will  now  read  an 
article  from  the  same  paper,  urging,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  and  by  the  most  persuasive  argument,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bank,  with  large  capital,  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania! I  see  surprise  in  the  countenances  of  many  hon- 
orable members,  but  I  hold  the  article  in  my  hand. 
[Cries  of  read,  read,  from  many  members.] 

**  Pennsylvania  has  incurred  immense  expenditure, 
and  accumulated  a  large  debt,  in  expanding  her  improve- 
ments and  giving  an  impulse  to  her  commercial  entej*- 
prise,  which,  in  connexion  with  her  central .  position, 
will  serve  to  make  her  commercial  mar/  a  sort  of  reservoir 
into  which,  and  from  which,  the  currency  of  the  country 
will  flow;  and  why  should  not  the  State  profit  by  its  in- 
ternal advantages,  and  by  the  artificial  aids  whicii  have 
cost  so  much^  Why  should  she  not  establish  a  bank  of 
a  large  capital,  in  which  she  should  be  interested  as  the 
principal  stockholder?  Such  a  bank,  especially  if  the 
faith  ofthe  State  were  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  its 
paper,  would  command  universal  confidence,  and  would, 
doubtless,  beome  the  depository  of  the  public  funds  ac- 
cumulated at  Philadelphia.  The  stock  of  a  State  bank, 
thus  holding  relations  with  the  Treasury,  (necessarily  re- 
sulting from  the  closing  of  the  foreign  brokers'  office, 
misnamed  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,)  would  be  of 
incalculable  value  to  the  Commonwealth.  Under  proper 
management,  its  dividends  would  relieve  the  Slate  from 
the  interest  of  its  debt,  and  the  people  from  the  burden 
of  taxation.  It  would,  in  effect,  wipe  out  the  debt  which 
has  cast  a  shadow  over  the  bright  prospects  ofthe  State, 
and  remove  the  feeling  of  discontent  which  manifested 
itself  in  the  late  election  of  Governor." 

Here,  sir,  we  have  a  direct  offer  of  a  combination  be- 
tween the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  and  this  new 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  or,  in  other  words,  a  union  of  the 
State  and  federal  patronage,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  permanent  ascendency  of  the  party  in  that  great 
State;  and  this  from  the  acknowledged  organ  of  the 
party,  and  the  protege  of  the  majority  of  this  House  at 
this  moment !  But  I  have  not  yet  said  all  I  intended  to 
say  upon  the  subject  ofthe  gold  and  silver  humbug.  It 
is  well  known  that,  in  1834,  the  people  of  the  great 
State  of  Peiuisylvania,  as  well  as  some  otherf,  were  in 
perfect  ecstasies  at  the  idea  that  an  exclusive  gold  and 
silver  currency  was  to  be  one  of  the  glorious  results  of 
the  sound  principles  and  energy  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration. 1  have  been  informed  that  pieces  of  the  new 
coin  were  actually  exhibited  from  the  hustings  and  at  the 
polls,  in  the  elections  of  that  year,  as  a  specimen  of  the 
new  currency,  which  was  soon  to  supply  the  place  of 
bank  rags.  At  the  same  time  a  general  prejudice,  or 
rather  indignation,  was  excited  among  the  people  against 
all  incorporations.  All  stockholders  in  banks  were 
stigmatized  as  monopolists  and  aristocrats.  It  is  £ertain 
Digitized  by  VnOOQ  IC 
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that  the  elections  in  many  districts  were  controlled  by 
the  cant  of  the  party  pre^s  and  party  leaders  upon  these 
topics.  It  will  not  astonish  those  who  have  observed  the 
bhndness  and  devotion  of  party  zeal  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  to  find  that  these  very  doctrines  and 
sentiments  were  considered  and  repudiated  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  then  and  since  one  of  the 
greatest  favorites  of  the  President.  I  allude  to  Roger  B. 
Taney,  who  has  since,  in  consideration  of  his  devotion  to 
the  priciples  which,  as  it  is  alleged,  have  been  the  great 
object  of  the  present  administration  to  carry  out  and  to 
perpetuate,  been  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court — in  my  opinion  the  very  first  and  roost  desirab  le 
office  under  this  Government.  This  circumstance  is  so 
very  singular  in  the  history  of  the  gold  and  silver  hum- 
bug, as  to  deserve  a  more  particular  notice,  ^he  favorite 
minister  was  never  more  explicit  and  positive  than  in  his 
opinions  upon  the  questions  which  were  still  made  the 
party  bobbies  or  humbug  of  the  season.  For  the  edifi- 
cation of  those  who  have  not  observed  the  course  of  the 
party  as  closely  as  I  have,  1  will  read  a  few  passages  from 
•the  letter  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasuryof  the 
15ih  April,  1834,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
upon  this  subject: 

*'  It  is  evident  that  the  chief  part  of  the'  paper  curren- 
cy of  the  United  States  must  always  be  furnished  by  the 
Slate  banks." 

•♦  The  notes  of  the  different  local  banks  form  the  ordi- 
nary circulating  medium,  for  the  great  body  our  citizens, 
and  it  would  be  unjust  to  them  to  disregard  its  condition.^ 

**  It  will  be  seen,  from  this  statement,  that  it  is  no  part 
of  the  proposed  plan  to  dispense  with  the  State  banks. 
It  obviously  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  (if  it  desired 
to  do  so)  to  take  any  measures  for  that  purpose  without 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution.  And  the  States 
would  not,  and  ought  not,  to  surrender  the  power  of 
chartering  banking  companies.  The  SUte  banks  are 
now  so  numerous,  and  are  so  intimately  connected  with  our 
habits  and  pursuits,  that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that 
the  system  can  ever  be  entirely  abandoned.  Nor  is  it 
desirable  that  it  should  be.  They  are  of)en  abused,  like 
all  other  human  institutions.  Yet  their  advantages  are 
many,  and  under  proper  regulations,  and  with  the  me- 
tallic basis  now  proposed  for  their  paper  issues,  they  will 
be  found  of  much  public  advantage. 

«  If  there  were  no  State  banks,  the  profitable  business 
of  baitking  and  exchange  would  be  monopolized  by  the 
great  capitalists.  Operations  of  this  sort  require  capital 
and  credit  to  a  great  extent,  and  a  private  individual,  in 
moderate  <ircunistances,  wotild  be  unable  to  conduct 
them  with  any  advantage.  Yet  there  is,  perhaps,  no 
business  which  yields  a  profit  so  certain  and  liberal  as 
the  business  of  banking  and  exchange;  and  it  is  proper 
that  it  bhould  be  open,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  most 
free  competition,  and  its  advantages 'shared  by  all  classes 
of  society.  Individuals  of  moderate  means  cannot  par- 
ticipate in  them,  unless  they  combine  together,  and,  by 
the  union  of  many  small  sums,  create  a  large  capital,  and 
establish  an  extensive  credit.  It  is  impossible  to  accom- 
plish this  object  without  the  aid  of  acts  of  incorporation,  so 
as  to  give  lo  the  company  the  security  of  unity  of  action, 
and  save  ff  from  the  disadvantage  of  frequent  changes  in 
the  partnership,  by  the  death  or  retirement  of  some  one 
of  the  numerous  partners'.  The  incorporated  banks, 
moreover,  under  proper  regtilations,  will  offer  a  safe  and 
convenient  investment  of  small  sums  to  persons  whose 
situations  and  pursuits  disable  them  from  employing  the 
money  profitably  m  any  other  mode.  It  is  not  more  lia- 
ble to  be  lost  when  vested  in  the  stock  of  a  bank  than  when 
loaned  to  individuals.  The  interest  on  it  is  paid  with 
more  punctuality,  and  it  can  be  sold  and  converted  into 
cash  whenever  the  owner  desires  to  employ  it  in  any 
other  way." 


*'  For  these  reasons,  it  is  neither  practicable  nor  de- 
sirable to  discountenance  the  continuance  of  the  State 
banks.  They  are  convenient  and  useful,  also,  for  the 
p.irposes  of  commerce.  No  commercial  or  manufac- 
turing community  could  conduct  its  business  to  any  ad- 
vantage without  a  liberal  system  of  credits  and  a  facility 
of  obtaining  money  on  loan  when  the  exigencies  of  their 
business  may  require  it.  This  cannot  be  obtained  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  paper  circulation  founded  on  credit.*' 

Would  any  one  have  supposed  that  at  this  time,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  that  year,  the  project  of  a  gold 
and  silver  currency  as  a  substitute  for  bank  notes  was 
the  most  powerful  and  effective  weapon  ever  wielded  by 
the  party  ?  Yet  such  was  the  fact.  But,  what  is  quite  as 
remarkable,  it  was,  I  believe,  in  the  same  year  that  Mr. 
Benton  (who  would  be  greatly  ofl^ended  if  any  one  ques- 
tioned the  sincerity  of  his  views  in  relation  to  the  policy 
as  well  as  the  practicability  of  establishing  a  gold  and  sil- 
ver currency  as  a  substitute  for  bank  paper  in  this  coun- 
try) published  a  long  and  elaborate  letter,  vindicating  the 
late  Secretary  Taney,  and  placing  him  upon  the  highest 
ground  as  a  statesman  and  minister  of  finance! 

The  next  in  order,  and  the  last  but  one  of  the  scries  of 
impostures  practised  upon  the  people  of  late,  which  I 
shall  notice,  was  the  alleged  danger  of  an  election  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  which  members  of  Con- 
gress would  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  a  President; 
and  hence  the  necessity  of  a  national  convention  or  caucus 
of  theparty  to  select  a  candidate  j^ho  will  be  able  to  unite 
the  support  of  a  majority  of  the  people.  An  election 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  was  said,  will  always 
be  made  upon  corrupt  motives.  Bargain  and  intrijgue 
would  carry  every  Ibing  in  the  House,  and  those  mem- 
bers who  could  not  be  brought  to  stipulate  for  offices,  in 
consideration  of  their  votes,  might  and  would  be  bought 
up  by  the  ample  means  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Well,  sir,  what  was  the  remedy  for  this  great  mischief? 
An  election;  yes,  sir,  an  election;  for,  when  this  practice 
of  caucus  nominations  becomes  the  established  usage  of 
a  dominant  party  in  this  country,  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent will  always  be  by  a  convention  or  caucus;  that  is, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  intrigue  and  corruption  of  an  elec- 
tion by  this  House,  we  must  resort  to  a  convention  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  who  cannot  be  seduced  by  the  offer 
either  of  offices  or  bribes  in  money — ^pure  patriots,  who 
will  only  have  the  interest  of  their  country  in  view! 
Such  was  the  cant  of  the  whole  party,  and  the  people  in 
many  of  the  States  were  taken  b>  it.  Well,  sir,  the  Bal- 
limore  convention  was  held— a  convention  of  immacu- 
lates,  truly !  The  constitution,  from  a  proper  jealousy  of 
executive  power  and  influence,  studiously  excluded  all 
office-holders  from  a  seat  in  this  House,  supposing  them 
always  exposed  to  influences  which  would  cause  them 
to  be  unsafe  legislatora  or  electors.  But  in  this  new 
Congress,  chosen  for  the  election  of  a  President  of  a 
party,  the  officers  of  the  Government  were  actually  the 
most  active,  leading,  and  managing  men  of  the  body; 
and,  as  if  to  show  their  utter  contempt  of  the  cant  of 
their  own  party,  about  the  necessity  of  choosing  a  Presi- 
dent under  circumstance^totally  free  from  any  suspicion 
of  sinister  or  selfish  motives,  the  members  of  the  Balti- 
more convention  elected  a  distinguished  gentleman  to 
preside  over  their  deliberations,  who  had,  lor  more  than 
a  year,  had  a  contingent  commission  in  his  pocket  for 
one  of  the  highest  stations  under  the  Government.  But 
the  extent  of  the  imposture  will  only  be  fully  developed, 
when  it  is  known  that  this  identical  party,  which,  during 
the  last  year,  kept  up  such  an  alarm  about  the  danger  <h 
an  election  by  the  House,  actually  defeated  a  proposi- 
tion in  this  House  the  winter  before  to  amend  the  con- 
stitution so  as  to  prevent  the  election  of  a  President  at 
any  future  time  from  devolving  upon  the  House. 

But  a  word  or  two  upon  the  ^u^jfp^  ^H^^  alleged- ve- 
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mlity  and  corruption  of  this  House.   How  dare  any  ntan 
who  it  a  friend  lo  the  constitution — who  is  sincerely  an 
advocate  of  a  free  representative  government — with 
what  consistency,  I  say,  can  such  a  man  affirm,  and  pro- 
claim to  the  world,  that  the  members  of  this  House, 
elected  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  and 
(he  representatives  of  a  clear  majority  of  the  American 
people,  are  more  liable  to  be  influenced  by  corrupt  and 
venal  considerations,  than  the  members  of  such  a  motley 
assembly  as  that  which  lately  sat  at  Baltimore  f    Were 
they  more  honest  than  the  members  of  this  House?  Had 
they  more  elevation  of  character?    Were  they  more 
clearly  and  decidedly  the  representatives  of  the  feelings, 
intelligence,  and  principles,  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?     Were  they  less  given  to  intiigue?    Could  not 
offices  be  promised  to  members  of  that  body  as  well  as 
to  members  of  Congress?    Could  not  bribes  be  given, 
and  received,  with  as  much  facility  there  as  here?  Were 
the  nQerebers  of  that  assembly  less  needy,  or  more  indif- 
ferent to  office,  than  the  members  of  this  House?    But, 
sir,  why  should  the  party  of  the  Baltimore  nominee  fear 
an  election  by  this  House,  if  it  is  really  believed  to  be  so 
easily  won  from  its  duty  by  the  corrupting  influence 
either  of  money  or  of  office?    Sir,  it  is  all  the  merest 
pretence  and  imposture  that  was  ever  attempted  to  mis- 
lead the  people.  That  party  dreads  a  contest  upon  equal 
grounds,  and  without  the  aid  of  false  pretences,  both  be- 
fore the  people  and  this  House.    The  free  and  unbiased 
.choice  of  the  people  is  not  less  dreaded  than  the  integri- 
ty of  an  American  House  of  Representatives.   Sir,  if  thjs 
House  is  to  be  swayed  in  an  election  by  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, does  not  every  one  know  that,  in  the  means  of 
corruption  and  bribery,  there  is  one  candidate  for  the 
presidency  rich  beyond  the  possibility  of  rivaUhip  or 
competition?  The  gold  of  the  United  States  Bank  is  con- 
stantly held  up  before  the  people  as  the  dreaded  source 
of  the  corruption  of  members  of  Congress.     It  is  sup- 
posed that  that  institution  could  aflTord  a  few  millions  for 
the  sake  of  a  recharter.     Suppose,  sir,  that  the  directors 
of  that  institution  were  profligate  enough  to  lend,  and 
the  members  of  this  House  were  base  enough  to  borrow, 
its  entire  capital  as  the  wages  of  their  corruption,  the 
bank  would  be  but  an  humble  competitor  in  the  market 
of  this  House  for  votes,  in  a  conflict  with  the  Govern- 
ment, backed  by  a  capital  of  thirty  millions  per  annum! 
Yes,  sir,  even  supposing  that  this  House  was  composed 
of  the  vile  and  unprincipled  wretches  which  it  has  been 
represented  to  be,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
were  to  enter  the  market  with  its  whole  resources  of 
capital  and  credit,  it  could  not  maintain  a  competition 
with  the  Government  for  one  moment.  The  Government 
may  distribute  its  bribes  in  the  disguise  of  rewards  for 
public  services,  and  so  avoid  any  wound  to  the  conscien- 
ces of  the  honest  patriots  of  the  House.     The  bribes 
which  the  Government  can  offer  are  also  solid  and  last- 
ing.    The  bank  is  generally  supposed  to  administer  its 
bribes  in  the  shape  of  loans,  upon  security,  which  the 
borrower  must  repay  with  interest)  but  the' Government 
can  vest  estates  for  life,  and  bestow  its  millions  per  an- 
num, without  interest,  and  never  to  be  reimbursed.     If, 
sir,  1  repeat,  the  members  of  this  House  be  the  corrupt 
and  corruptible  representatives  of  the  people   which 
thousands  have  been  made  to  believe,  and  the  next  elec- 
tion should  devolve  upon  them,  there  need  no  ghost  rise 
from  the  grave  to  tell  us  who  will  be  elected!     Why, 
air,  the  forty  deposite  or  pet  banks,  or  rather  Govern- 
ment banks,  will  be  more  than  an  over-match  for  the 
United  States  Bunk  in  the  work  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tiont  and  the  vast  patronage  of  the  Government  will  be  a 
clear  surplus  of  means  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
candidate.     Let  it  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  the  rev- 
enue of  a  single  year  which  may  be  made  available  by 
the  candidate  who  has  the  favor  of  the  Executive.    The 
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revenues  and  patronage  of  the  Government  may  be 
mortgaged  by  pledges  and  promises  for  the  succeeding 
four,  or  even  eight  years.  I  reaffirm  that  under  the 
circumstances  supposed,  there  could  be  no  doubt  who 
would  be  the  next  President;  and  the  party  and  its  lead- 
ers know  this  full  well.  But,  sir,  they  dare  not  risk  an 
election  by  the  House,  with  all  their  ample  means.  I 
call  upon  honorable  gentlemen  of  this  House  to  say  if 
they  are  not  upholding  the  nomination  of  the  Baltimore 
convention,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  character  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  honor,  integrity,  and  independ- 
ence. I  call  upon  them  to  say,  further,  whether  there 
has  not  been  a  labored  and  systematic  attempt  to  dispar- 
age and  degrade  the  National  Legislature,  in  order  to  ac- 
complish mere  party  ends. 

But,  sir,  the  crowning  humbug  of  all  is  to  be  noticed 
yet.  As  if  determined  to  give  an  example  of  impudence 
and  absurdity,  which  might,  under  favorable  auspices, 
prove  successful  in  practising  upon  the  credulity  of  a 
people  said  to  be  the  most  enlightened  in  the  worki, 
which  should  never  be  surpassed,  the  party  which  thua 
get  up  one  humbug  after  another,  and  which  scarcely 
allows  one  to  pass  away  until  it  has  another  still  more 
absurd  treading  upon  its  heels,  making  the  people  the 
dupes  of  a  series  of  state  tricks  and  impositions  of  the 
{grossest  character,  assume,  in  their  public  addresses  and 
journals,  that  they  are  the  only  champions  of  the  rights 
of  the  people  I  the  only  orthodox  believers  in  their  per- 
fect competency  for  self-government;  and  they  allege 
that  they  are  warring  against  a  party  which  entertains 
doubts  upon  this  question!  If  this  is  not  entitled  to  be- 
come a  premium  specimen  of  impudence  and  absurdity, 
I  can  conceive  of  nothing  that  would.  I  bare  done,  sir, 
with  this  part  of  my  subject. 

There  is  one  apology,  or  rather  justification,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  I  have  often  heard  urged  for  all  that 
has  been  done  by  the  party,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
administration,  which  is  so  objectionable  that  I  feel  con- 
strained to  notice  it  upon  this  occasion.  It  is,  that  the 
people  have  approved  eyery  thing  that  has  been  said  or 
done.  It  is  one  of  the  most  fallacious  and  insidious  doc- 
trines that  can  be  started  in  a  free  Government.  The 
idea  that  the  people  can  never  do  or  sanction  any  wrong, 
I  believe  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  dogmas  of  the 
dominant  party,  or,  rather,  one  of  their  professed  prin- 
ciples. Thus,  sir,  if  General  Jackson  is  arraigned  for 
the  doctrines  of  bis  veto  message  upon  the  Maysville 
road  bill,  the  answer  is,  that  the  people,  by  his  re-elec- 
tion, have  sanctioned  bis  course  upon  this  subject.  If 
he  is  charged  with  the  avowal  of  dangerous  doctrines  in 
his  celebrated  proclamation,  the  charge  is  answered  by 
averring  that  the  people  have  approved  them.  If  it  is 
alleged  that  he  abused  his  powers  ender  the  constitution 
and  laws,  in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  he  ia 
defended  by  showing  that  the  people  have  applauded 
and  sustained  what  he  has  done.  If  the  President  shall 
openly  interfere  in  elections,  and  attempt  to  secure  the 
election  of  a  favorite  for  his  successor,  the  cry  will  still 
be,  that,  by  returning  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this 
House  favorable  to  his  wishes  upon  this  point,  the  peo- 
ple have  stamped  his  interference  with  their  approba- 
tion. Thus,  whether  the  question  be  one  of  constitu- 
tional power  or  of  mere  expediency — whetlter  it  be  an 
abuse  or  a  usurpation  of  power — it  is  all  one,  while  the 
people  applaud  and  sanction {  the  argument  is,  that  all 
IS  right,  and  it  is  anti-republican  to  raise  objections. 
This  is  a  most  flagrant  error,  and,  if  sustained  by  general 
acquiescence,  it  must  prove  fatal  to  the  cpnstitution. 
Why,  sir,  if  the  people  can  never  err,  why  have  a  con- 
stitution? why  place  any  restrictions  upon  the  action  of 
Congress  or  of  the  Executive?  why  not  leave  both  to  be 
governed  by  the  will  of  the  people,  as  expressed  at  their 
elections  and  through  their  representati?e8— the  Presi- 
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dent  in  the  executive  department  and  the  members  of 
Congress  in  the  legislative  department?  If  whatever  the 
people  may,  at  any  time,  do  or  approve,  must  be  right, 
and  cannot  be  questioned,  then,  I  say,  the  constitution 
is  sn  idle  piece  of  state  mummery — a  mockery! 

Sir,  It  is  because  it  was  known  by  the  fraroers  of  the 
constitution  that  the  people  could  err;  that  the  represent- 
atives of  their  feelings  and  wishes  would  often  err,  if 
left  free  to  do  as  they  thought  proper;  it  is  for  this  very 
reason,  that  the  people  may  err,  that  a  constitution  or 
fundamental  law  was  invented,  and  is  accounted  of  in- 
finite value.  \t  is  for  this  reason  that  it  is  considered  the 
glory  of  the  last  century  and  of  the  American  States  to 
have  reconciled  the  idea  of  a  free  Government  with  per- 
fect security  to  the  rights,  both  of  person  and  of  property, 
against  the  capricious  impulses,  sudden  txciteroents, 
and  prejudices,  of  the  people,  by  the  invention  of  that 
great  improvement  in  government — a  written  constitu- 
tion. Those  who  hold  the  doctrine  that  the  people  can- 
not err,  are  foes  to  all  constitutional  Governments.  Sir, 
■o  far  is  it  from  being  true  that  the  people  cannot  err, 
that,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  the  most  en- 
lightended  people  that  have  existed  in  the  different  ages 
of  it  are  admitted  by  all  historians,  whether  republicans 
or  monarchists,  to  have  erred— erred  grievously  for  the 
liberties  and  happinesa  of  themselves  and  of  mankind! 
Yes,  sir,  from  the  days  of  Motes  to  the  present  day,  the 
people  have  erred.  The  proofs  may  be  found  in  Holy 
Writ;  and  it  ia*  contrary  to  our  religious  faith  to  affirm 
that  a  whole  people,  a  prosperous  and  happy  people, 
-may  not  err.  We  are^bound  to  believe  that  a  whole 
people,  with  the  clearest  light  to  guide  them,  but  sedu- 
ced by  their  passions,  and  misled  by  the  arts  of  pretended 
prophets  and  ambitious  knaves,  have  repeatedly  desert- 
ed the  worship  of  the  living  God,  and  given  themselves 
over  to  the  adoration  of  idols.  This  same  people,  not 
content  with  the  simple  government  of  the  law  under 
the  auspices  of  which  they  passed  the  perils  of  forty 
years'  sojourn  in  the  wilderness,  and  took  possession  of 
a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  would  insist  upon 
a  change  of  government.  They  then  conceived  a  fancy 
for  a  government  of  judges;  and,  finally,  they  would 
have  a  king!  The  enlightened  people  of  the  SUtes  of 
ancient  Greece,  skilled  in  the  knowledge  of  govern- 
ment in  all  its  form*,  and  most  of  them,  at  one  time,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  Governments  as  free  as  our  own,  and 
for  a  long  period  filling  the  world  with  the  fame  of  their 
triumphs  in  arts  and  in  arms,  yet  fell  from  their  high  es- 
tate by  the  errors  of  the  people. 

The  people  of  republican  Rome  erred  when  they  de- 
serted the  standard  of  the  republican  leaders,  and  went 
over  in  crowds  to  shout  in  the  train  of  Caesar.  The  peo- 
ple of  England  erred  when  they  set  aside  the  honest 

•  men  of  their  party,  and  mistook  that  hypocrite  and  t>rant, 
Cromwell,  for  a  repvblican  patriot  and  statesman.  The 
people  of  France,  of  free  and  regenerated  France,  of 
republican  France,  erred,  first  in  voting  Napoleon  to  be 
Consul  for  life,  and  afterwards  in  voting  that  he  should 
be  Emperor.    It  is  not  true,  then,  that  the  people  can- 

•  not  err;  but  it  is  true  that  those  who  in  every  age  have 
been  most  forward  and  zealous  in  flattering  the  people 
with  the  idea  that  they  cannot  err,  have  been  the  first  to 
take  advifhtage  of  their  errors,  and  to  betrav  their  liber- 
ties. But  though  the  people  may,  and  often  do,  err~ 
though  they  may  be,  and  often  are,  led  astray  by  false 
friends  and  false  pretencea— yet  our  happiness  and  our 
security  consisU  in  the  further  truth,  that  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  especially  of  an  agricultural  people,  are 
honest;  and  as  long  as  the  forms  of  a  free  Government 
are  permitted  to  remain,  and  the  power  of  the  ballot-box 
is  not  superseded  by  the  power  of  the  swoid,  they  may 
be  recalled  from  their  errors— the  artifices  of  the  impos- 
tors who  have  misled  them  may  be  unveiled.    Thia  is 


the  true  basis  of  the  value  of  a  free  representative  Gov- 
ernment.* It  never  was  founded  upon  the  idea  that  the 
people  cannot  err.  The  people  sometimes  do  err;  but 
the  moment  they  are  made  sensible  of  their  error,  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  retrace  their  steps.  This  will  be  our 
hope  in  much  worse  times  than  these.  I  am  not  certain 
that  things  will  not  have  to  grow  worse  in  this  country 
than  they  are  even  now,  before  they  can  be  better.  But 
let  us  hear  no  more  of  the  argument  that,  because  the 
people  have  elected  any  man  President,  and  sent  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  this  House  to  support  him,  all 
is  right.  Thank  Gofl,  this  is  no  certain  teat,  either  of 
right,  of  truth,  or  of  patriotism. 

There  is  another  argument,  or  rather  another  gross 
error,  prevalent  upon  this  subject.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  hear  it  said  that  the  country  is  unusually  prosperous 
and  flourishing,  in  all  the  departments  of  industry — ^agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures;  that  the  revenues 
exceed  the  wants  of  Government;  and,  what  ia  more 
than  all,  the  national  character  abroad  was  never  so  re- 
spectable,  or  more  respected;  and  it  is  asked,  how  can 
these  circumstances,  so  gratifying  to  the  pride  of  every 
American  heart,  exist  under  an  administration  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  of  which  are  alleged  to  be  so  much 
at  war  with  the  public  welfare  and  liberties?  Every 
member  present  has  no  doubt  heard  the  prosperous  con- 
dition  of  this  country  repeatedly  appealed  to,  in  order  to 
give  a  CQ^or  of  prejudice  and  untruth  to  the  charge  of 
vicious  practices  in  the  administration.  It  is  as  surpri- 
sing as  it  must  be  mortifying  to  the  pride  of  those  who 
regard  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  the  most  en- 
lightened in  the  world,  to  observe  with  how  large  a  pro- 
portion of  them  the  fact  of  the  general  prosperity  is  a 
sufficient  answer  to  all  that  can  be  said  and  all  that  can 
be  proved  against  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the 
dominant  party.  Yet  who  is  there  that  is  really  enlight- 
ened, and  well  informed  in  the  nature  and  hiatory  of 
government*  who  does  not  know  that  great  and  general 
prosperity,  in  arts,  in  trade,  and  in  arms,  so  far  from 
being  inconsistent  with  a  corrupt  and  unprincipled  ad- 
ministration, that  it  is  at  such  periods  that  dangerous 
principles  and  practices  take  their  deepest  and  most  fiital 
hold;  that  the  seeds  of  future  misrule,  of  corruption,  and 
a  vicious  action  of  the  Government,  are  most  widely 
sown;  for  then  it  is  that  that  jealousy  and  watchfulness 
of  the  people  over  the  conduct  of  those  in  power,  so 
necessary  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  public  adminis- 
tration, are  almost  sure  to  slumber.  In  such  a  period 
the  malepractices  of  the  administration  incur  the  con- 
tempt or  escape  the  notice  of  the  people.  Principles 
are  avowed  and  acted  upon,  of  the  most  dangerous  ten- 
dency, without  attracting  observation.  The  people,  in- 
dustriously employed  in  pn  fiting  by  the  general  harvest, 
or  steeped  in  the  enjoyment  of  stores  already  accumula- 
ted, are  deaf  to  the  warnings  of  patriotism.  But  there 
is  another  truth  connected  with  this  subject,  which  ought 
to  be  noticed.  There  is  no  well-informed  man  in  the 
country  who  does  not  know  that  a  temporary  condition 
of  prosperity  and  general  happiness  among  the  people 
may  exist  under  a  Government  of  any  form.  Proofs  in- 
numerable of  this  position  might  be  drawn  from  history. 
At  no  period  was  there  more  general  happiness  among 
the  people  of  Athens  and  of  Attics,  in  ancient  Greece, 
and  a  state  of  more  general  prosperity,  both  in  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  pursuits,  than  under  the  sway  of 
one  man;  nor  was  there  ever  a  public  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  a  State  more  satisfactory  to  the  people  gen- 
erally than  the  administration  of  that  man;  yet  contem- 
porary and  all  subsequent  historians  have  denounced 
Pisistiatus  a  tyrant — that  is,  a  man  whose  will  was  su- 
preme. The  reign  of  the  family  of  the  Medici,  In  Flor- 
ence, may  be  cited  as  an  instance  of  the  same  kind,  and 
both  perfectly  applicable,'^  for  in  both  ins'ances  all  the 
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forms  of  a  free  Government  were  etriolly  obserred.  One 
of  the  most  learned  and  accomplished  historians  of  any 
age  (Gibbon)  has  said,  tbst  if  he  were  required  to  point 
to  the  period  in  the  history  of  the  world  at  which  the 
greatest  degree  of  human  happiness  was  enjoyed  by  the 
greatest  number  of  the  human  raee,  he  would  designate 
the  reign  of  three  successive  Emperors  of  Rome,  who 
happened  to  be  equally  distinguished  for  their  talents 
and  their  virtues.  When  was  England  more  prosperous 
as  a  nation,  when  her  name  and  her  might  more  respect- 
able or  actually  more  respected  and  feared  all  over  Eu- 
rope, than  under  the  administration  of  CromwelP  Yet 
even  a  British  House  of  Commons  disdained  to  be  his 
supple  tools  in  the  execution  of  all  his  plans  and  wishes, 
and  lor  that  reason  he  finally  kicked  them  all  out  of  their 
seats^  and  ruled  with  absolute  sway^  All  this  was  done 
in  the  name  of  liberty  and  of  the  (fommonwealth.  Again, 
sir:  in  what  period  in  the  history  of  France  were  the 
French  people  more  generally  prosperous,  and  when 
was  Prance  more  terrible  to  her  enemies,  or  more  potent 
in  the  protection  of  her  own  interests,  than  under  the 
administration  of  Napoleon'  But  it  is  useless  to  multiply 
examples.  I  have  said  enough  to  demonstrate  that  it  is 
no  argument  to  say,  that  because  there  is  a  season  of  gen- 
eral prosperity,  there  is  nothing  rotten  or  dangerous  in 
the  principles  and  practices  of  the  party  which  now 
governs  this  country. 

When  Mr.  Bbll  had  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  remarked  that  it  was  his  wish 
that  the  bill  under  consideration  should  be  got  through 
the  committee  to-night,  and  be  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  might  desire  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ten* 
nessee  would  wait  until  to-morrow,  when  the  commit- 
tee would  take  up  another  bill,  on  which  they  would 
have  an  opportunity  to  speak.  It  might  be  possible  that 
he  should  make  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennesseet  but  he  would  for  the  present  forego 
replying,  with  the  hope  that  the  question  would  be  taken, 
and  that  the  bill  might  be  gotten  through  with. 

Mr.  BELL  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
aylvania,  and  hoped  that  the  committee  would  not  rise 
until  thev  got  through  with  the  bill.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  withdrawing  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  he  had  not  examined  the  bill  until 
within  a  short  time,  and  he  could  not  consent  that  it 
should  be  hurried  though  the  committee  to-night.  Mr. 
M.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  committee  rise)  bat 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  who  briefly  replied  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
He  contended  that  the  improvements  contemplated  by 
the  bill  were  clearly  constitutional,  and  stated  that  he 
was  favorable  to  those  improvements,  and  to  all  similar 
improvements,  let  them  be  in  what  section  of  the  coun- 
try they  might.  The  State  he  in  part  represented  was 
but  ytery  little  interested  in  the  improvements  contem- 
plated by  this  bill,  yet  that  circumstance  did  not  make 
him  any  the  less  favorable  to  it.  He  would  vote  for  them, 
and  he  would  vote  for  similar  ones,  whether  in  the  West 
or  the  East. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  PEYTON,  SUTHER- 
LAND, MERCER,  PHILLIPS,  and  JOHNSON  of  Lou- 
isiana, 

Mr.  LANE  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  Juirx  24. 
DISTRICT  BANKS. 
Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  Senate  bill  to  extend  the 


charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District,  without  amend- 
ment, and  moved  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  now. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  W.  B.  SHEPARD, 
PIERCE  of  New  Hampshire,  and  THOMAS, 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  postpone  the  subject  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  LANE  said  be  trusted,  as  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  that  the  bill 
would  not  be  postponed  to  any  future  periodt  that  every 
member  of  the  House  must  be  sensible  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  bill  to  the  people  of  the  District,  to  the 
Treasury,  and  to  the  oiRcers  of  the  Government,  and 
to  the  members  of  this  House;  that  if  any  action  is  in- 
tended daring  the  present  session,  that  action  must  be . 
prompt — now,  not  hereafter.  This  is  a  bill  matured  by 
the  Senate,  and  passed  timt  body  by  a  large  majority. 
As  an  individual,  I  have  more  confidence  in  the  action 
of  the  Senate  than  that  of  the  select  committee.  Nor  ia . 
this  all :  the  Committee  on  the  District,  to  whom  that  bill  • 
was  referred,  have  examined  and  reported  it  to  the  House 
without  amendment.  Thus  we  have  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  in  the  Senate,  of  the 
Senate  themselves,  and  of  this  House. 

Sir,  the  objection  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  the  chairman 
of  the  select  committee.  The  House  cannot  have  for- 
gotten that  that  honorable  geptleman,  in  the  third  week 
of  the  session,  submitted  the  motion  to  raise  the  se- 
lect committee,  taking  this  subject  from  the  District 
Committee;  and  urged  as  a  reason,  that  the  subject  called 
for  prompt  and  speedy  action— that  the  Committee  on  the 
District  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  give  it  that 
attention — that  two  weeks  had  transpired,  and  they  had 
done  nothing.  Now,  sir,  how  stands  the  account  with  the 
select  committee?  Six  months  have  elapsed,  and  as  yet 
no  report  has  been  laid  on  our  tables.  We  have  seen,  it 
is  true,  something  in  the  shape  of  a  report  published  in 
the  Globe;  but,  as  the  gentleman  says,  not  a  report. 

Sir,  what  had  the  House  a  right  to  expect  from  the 
high-sounding  pretensions  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land? A  speedy,  a  voluminous  report;  one  that  would 
have  instructed,  nay,  astonished,  the  House;  a  report  that 
would  have  placed  the  banking  and  commercial  interest 
of  the  District  on  high  and  elevated  ground;  that  would 
have  cheered  every  heart,  and  brightened  the  prospect! 
of  this  interesting  and  intelligent  community. 

If  any  thing  is  intended  to  be  done  upon  this  (Ubjf  ct^ 
the  House  is  as  well  prepared  now  ss  they  will  be  du- 
ring the  session.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Thomas]  savs  he  has  made  no  report,  nor  can  he  say 
when  he  will.  Why,  then,  wait?  What  object  is  to  be 
obtained  by  delay,  other  than  a  total  prostration  of  the 
entire  commercial  interest  of  this  District? 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Yirginis,  briefly  replied  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Colombia.  Ho  hoped  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  would  not  be  made  to  suffer  on  ac- 
count of  any  jealousy  of  committees  in  regard  to  prefer- 
ence or  honor,  whether  any  body  was  in  fault  or  not. 
We  are  now  near  the  close  of  a  long  session.  If  we  did  not 
pass  the  bill  now,  we  could  nut  pass  it  this  session.  The 
people  would  suffer,  not  only  for  banking  capital,  but 
for  attention  to  their  ordinary  business.  There  were 
several  private  matters  that  would  take  no  more  time  for 
justice  to  be  done  them  than  it  would  take  to  render 
judgment  on  a  plain  bond  in  court.  There  were  several 
bills  or  this  kind  he  had  reported,  that  he  knew  were  of 
this  character.  We  had  got  a  day  or  two  for  the  District, 
and  the  whole  time  had  been  taken  up  by  the  Dutch 
loan,  a  thing  that  the  people  had  very  little  interest  in. 
A  few  very  rich  people,  he  supposed,  held  the  most  of  it. 
Now,  if  these  banks  are  to  be  laid  pver  until  to-morrow» 
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we  should  have  no  chance  for  that  business,  which  indi- 
viduals had  a  right  to  expect 

•  Alexandria  had  a  bill  that  it  would  take  but  a  few  mo- 
ments to  pass.  No  doubt,  he  thought,  it  would  pass. 
If  gentlemen  really  felt  an  interest  for  the  District,  why 
would  they  put  over  for  to-morrow  more  than  could  be 
done  on  that  day?  Did  gentlemen  not  know  that  if  the 
few  hours  we  had  obtained  from  the  favor  of  the  House 
were  taken  up  by  these  banks,  that  all  the  balance  of 
the  business  would  go  undone?  Did  they  not  know  that 
we  would  adjourn  in  a  few  days?  Would  we  be  justi- 
fied, while  we  are  the  only  power  that  the  people  of  the 
District  have  to  look  to,  should  we  pass  over  their  inter- 
est and  their  complaints,  their  grievances  and  their 
needs,  and  take  up  the  whole  session  in  vain  debates 
ftbout  things  past  or  things  ihat  may  never  come  to  pass? 

Mr.  JENIFER  hoped  the  House  would  take  the  vote 
on  this  bill  at  the  present  time,  because  to  postpone  it 
until  to-morrow  might  defeat  it. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  he  had  the  honor  of 
beingj  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  he  had  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress  voted  for  the  resolution  to  appoint  a 
select  committee  for  the  purpose  of  examining  mto  the 
doings  of  the  banks  in  this  District  that  apply  to  us  for  a 
recharter{  and  he  regretted  that  that  committee  had  not 
yet  been  able  to  complete  its  labors.  They  had  made  a 
report  to  us  a  few  days  ago,  which  they  told  us  was  im- 
perfect, as  it  imbodied  only  the  facts  which  they  had 
been  able  to  elicit  before  their  examination  was  thorough 
and  complete.  A  portion  of  that  report  was  yesterday 
published  in  one  of  the  daily  papers  of  this  city;  and 
though,  in  its  imperfect  form,  it  did  not  profess  to  give  a 
fnll  revelation  of  the  past  operations  of  the  banks  in 
question,  yet,  as  to  some  of  them,  it  made  disclosures 
that  were  truly  startling!  It  was  certainly  very  important 
that  we  should  know  whether  these  institutions  had 
faithfullv,  fully,  and  fairly,  executed  the  trust  heretofore 
confided  to  them  by  Congress,  before  we  gave  them  a 
renewed  pledge  of  our  confidence.  Some  of  them  had 
here,  under  our  very  eyes,  suspended  specie  payments 
a  few  years  agO{  and  from  the  skeleton  of  the  select 
committee's  report,  which  he  had  very  hastily  read,  it 
would  indeed  seem  that  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  consequent  depreciation  of  the  stock  of 
the  banks  suspending  specie  payments  (or  at  least  one 
of  them)  had  been  a  source  of  profit  to  some  who  were 
connected  with  the  institutions.  He  did  not  mean  to  in- 
culpate any  gentleman;  but  if  it  were  true  that  the  notes 
or  stock  of  any  of  these  institutions  had  depreciated,  and 
any  of  the  directors  of  that  institution,  by  the  direct  or 
indirect  purchase  of  stock  or  the  bills  of  the  banks,  had 
profited  by  such  depreciation,  he  would  no  sooner  vote 
to  renew  the  charter  of  such  a  bank  than  he  would  vote 
to  legalize  or  sanctify  the  most  nefarious  frauds  and 
most  unhallowed  speculations.  Let  us,  then,  (said  Mr. 
y.,)  have  all  the  light  that  we  can  command— let  the  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  be  printed  and  laid  on  our 
tables  before  we  prolong  the  existence  of  these  institu- 
tions, either  for  good  or  for  evil. 

Mr.  y.  said  that  the  bill  from  the  Senate  came  before 
us  in  a  very  strange,  if  not  a  vtry  objectionable,  form. 
It  proposes  by  one  bill,  one  act  and  deed,  to  recharter  a 
whole  batch  of  banks.  For  his  part,  he  would  rather 
take  them  in  broken  doses.  This  mode  was  perhaps 
very  unjust  to  some  of  the  banks,  sgainst  whom  no  im- 
puUtion  of  unfairness  could  justly  be  made.  There  was 
at  least  one,  against  which  he  believed  nothing  had  been 
discovered.  It  was,  perhaps,  confounding  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty.  He  was  for  letting  each  Institution 
stand  or  fall  by  its  own  merits;  and  rather  than  sanction 
this  practice  of  ushering  into  existence  a  whole  brood  at 
» time,  and  giving  a  triumph  to  what  was  evil,  by  yo- 


king it  with  what  was  good,  when  we  entered  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate's  bill.  If  no  other  gentleman 
would  attempt  to  secure  the  separate  action  of  this 
House  upon  each  bank,  he  was  not  sure  but  he  would 
do  it.  At  present,  he^  was  in  favor  of  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  Sehate  bill  till  after  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  of  this  House  was  printed. 

Af^er  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  HARDIN  and  W.  B. 
SHEPARD, 

Mr.  BOON  withdrew  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GILLET  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until 
to-morrow,  and  proceeded  very  briefly  to  give  bis  rea- 
sons for  making  the  motion. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  THOMAS, 
GARLAND  of  yirginia,  MERCER,  JENIFER,  PEARCE 
of  Rhode  Island,  HOAR,  and  WM.  B.  SHEPARD,  the 
hour  arrived  for  proceeding  to  the  special  order  of  the 
day. 

IMPROyEMENT  OF  HARBORS. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  agreed  with  his  colleague  that 
all  these  measures  ought  to  be  put  by  their  friends  in  the 
same  bill.  They  all  belonged  to  the  same  family;  con- 
stituted branches  of  the  same  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments; rested  upon  the  same  kind  of  interpretation  of 
the  constitutional  powers  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  were  to  be  defended  by  the  same  arguments,  or 
could  not  be  defended  at  alh  all  the  various  parts  of  this 
system  were  liable  also  to  the  same  objections  on  the 
score  of  expediency,  productive  of  the  same  odious  ine« 
quality  in  reference  to  the  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
of  the  same  kind  of  pernicious  increase  of  the  patronage 
of  the  Government,  tending  irresistibly  to  the  same  ex- 
travagant and  injudicious  expenditure,  or  rather  waste, 
of  the  public  money,  and  depending;  more  or  less  for  their 
success  upon  a  species  of  log-rolling,  or,  as  they  call  It 
in  the  Western  country,  « coho|jling,"  most  disreputa- 
ble and  corrupting.  Being  thus  joined  together  in  prin- 
ciple, or  want  of  principle,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand how  the  friends  of  all  should  be  willing  to  have 
them  put  asunder,  especially  after  the  remark  made 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  they 
must  stand  or  fall  together;  by  which  it  now  seems  be 
meant  that  the  friends  of  each  must  go  for  all,  as  being 
bound  together  by  the  same  interests,  though  he  seems 
to  apprehend  that  there  must  be  danger  of  the  whole 
being  sunk  if  they  were  embarked  in  the  same  vessel — 
an  apprehension  which  has  some  foundation  in  the  danger 
of  the  public  sense  being  shocked  by  the  enormous 
amount  and  partial  distribution  of  the  appropriations 
asked  for  by  these  various  bills  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Pattos  said  that  he  had  no  stomach  for  any  of 
them;  that  he  had  a  mortal  aversion  to  physic  of  every 
kind,  and  especially  in  broken  doses.  He  was  opposed 
to  swallowing  these  doses  in  any  form  in  which  they 
could  be  administered;  but  if  we  are  to  be  forced  to 
take  them,  if  they  must  be  gulped  down,  he  thought 
they  ought  all  to  go  together. 

1  did  not  expect  (said  Mr.  P.^  to  have  said  any  thin|^ 
in  opposition  to  these  bills.  I  know,  from  the  experi- 
ence I  have  had  here,  how  hopeless  it  is  to  make  any  re- 
sistance to  them,  or  to  any  bills  framed  as  these  are- 
containing  appropriations  for  a  majority  of  the  States  of 
the  Unhin,  and  confined  almost  exclusively  to  those  States 
whose  representatives  have  no  constitutional  scruples 
againat  them,  and  whose  constituents  have  a  direct 
pecuniary  interest  in  their  passage.  I  had  therefore 
made  up  my  mind  to  submit  in  silence  to  the  infliction  of 
this  wound  upon  tbeconstitutionyaod  to  the  large  draught 
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upon  the  common  Treasury  made  by  these  h^\%  for  local 
objects  and  partial  benefils.  After  the  remark  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  on  yesterday,  that 
every  body  admitted  the  constitutional  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  appropriate  money  for  clearing  out  and  making 
Earbora,  for  clearing  out  rivers,  and  removing  sandbars, 
and  making  surveys  preparatory  to  such  works,  I  felt 
bound  to  speak,  at  least  for  the  purpose  of  **  excluding 
the  conclusion"  that  this  sweeping  claim  of  undisputed 
power  was  acquiaaced  in.  I  enter  my  protest  against  it. 
These  measures  are  put  distinctly  in  the  preamble  to  the 
bill  upon  the  ground  of  security  and  extension  of  com- 
.  inerce;  and  for  such  a  purpose  I  deny  the  authority  of 
Congress  to  appropriate  money  for  harbors,  rivers,  and 
surveys.  1  can  very  well  conceive  that  it  may  be  com- 
petent for  Conrress  in  reference  to  the  safety  and  use- 
ful operations  o?  our  naval  force,  and  as  incidental  to  the 
authority  to  raise  and  support  a  navy,  to  deepen  the 
barbors  on  our  seacoast  and  the  lakes,  connected  with 
our  navy  yards,  naval  depots,  8cc.,  or  even  to  clear  out 
and  make  harbors,  with  a  view  to  be  used  by  our  ships 
of  wa  r  as  places  of  safe  anchorage  and  security  from 
storms  of  wind,  or  to  guard  our  maritime  cities  in  time 
of  war.  That  such  improvements,  made  with  these  ob- 
jects, and  authorized  by  this  obvious  deduction  from  the 
power  to  sustain  a  navy,  should  indirectly  increase  the 
faciUties  and  promote  the  interests  of  commerce,  con- 
stitutes no  objection  to  the  exercise  of  the  power  in 
proper  places,  and  to  a  proper  extents  indeed,  such  in- 
cidental benefits  to  commerce  are  subjects  of  felicitation 
whenever  they  occur.     ^ 

The  broad  ground  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  SuTsniLAHD,]  and  carried  out  practi- 
cally in  the  provisions  of  these  bills,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, cannot  be  maintained  upon  any  fair  reading  of  the 
constitution,  and  without  opening  a  door  wide  enough 
for  the  admission  of  all  the  various  sorts  of  internal  im- 

grovement  which  have  ever  been  claimed,  whether  upon 
knd  or  water,  whether  national  or  local,  whether  above 
or  below  ports  of  entry.  Whence  is  the  power  derived? 
From  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which  gives  Congress 
power  **  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and 
Among  the  several  States,"  8cc. 

The  whole  authority  conferred  by  this  clause  obvi- 
ously is  to  give  Congress  the  right  to  prescribe  the  terms 
upon  which  trade  shall  be  carried  on;  the  tax  which  shall 
be  innposed  upon  imports  and  exports;  and  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  upon  home  and  foreign  tonnage;  and  all  the 
various  reguUtions  for  entering  goods,  vessels,  &c.  8cc. 
upon  importation,  and  of  registering,  clearance,  &c. 
upon  exportation.  The  regulation  of  comrf^erce  be- 
tween foreign  States  has  nothing  to  do  with  making 
the  harbors,  clearing  out  the  rivers,  and  removing  ob- 
structions, any  more  than  the  right  to  regulate  commerce 
anoong  the  several  States  confers  the  right  to  make  roads 
and  canals  on  which  the  people  may  travel  in  carrying  on 
their  trade.  The  constitution,  in  each  case,  presupposes 
the  existence  of  channels  of  communication,  and  only 
intends  to  give  Congress  the  right  to  make  regulations, 
by  means  of  which  trade  may  be  carried  on  upon  known 
fixed  principles.  To  suppose  that  this  gave  Congress 
the  right  to  legislate  upon  every  matter  and  in  any  way 
which  would  improve  the  facilities  and  increase  the  prof- 
its of  trade  between  us  and  foreign  nations,  or  between 
the  aeveral  States,  would  launch  us  into  a  boundless 
ocean  of  power  never  yet  claimed  or  even  dreamed  of 
by  the  most  latitudinous  expounders  of  our  constitution. 
It  involves  an  utter  perversion  of  the  letter  snd  meaning 
of  the  constitution  to  construe  an  authority  to  make  a 
regulation  into  one  to  make  a  harbor  or  to  make  a  road 
or  a  canal,  or  to  clear  out  obstructions  from  a  river.  The 
constitution  gives  Congress  the  right  to  <*  regulate  the 
yalue  of  coin."   Upon  the  interpretation  now  contended 


for,  this  would  have  given  the  right  to  coin  naoney,  to 
build  establishments  for  individuals  or  States  to  coin 
money  at,  and  even  to  furnish  the  metal  out  of  which 
the  coin  should  be  made.  But  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution thought  it  necessary  to  give  the  power  expressly 
*<to  coin  money,"  as  well  as  the  power  to  <*regoUte  the 
value"  of  it.  This  interpretation  of  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  is  infinitely  more  questionable  than  the 
one  under  which  the  power  to  protect  domestic  manu- 
factures was  claimed.  There  the  means  by  which  the 
end  was  effected  were  regulations  of  commerce;  here, 
the  means  resorted  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  regula- 
tions, according  to  an^  meaning  attached  to  that  word» 
as  it  is  used  in  the  English  language.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose, however,  to  go  into  an  elaborate  argument  upon 
this  often-contested  question. 

If,  hoarever,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  powers  claimed  by 
this  bill  be  legitimate,  what  becomes  of  the  principles 
laid  down  in  the  veto  message  of  the  President  in  regard 
to  the  Maysville  road?  Many  of  the  appropriations  in 
these  bills  are  for  harbors  and  rivers  where  no  ship  of 
war,  or  sloop,  or  even  barge  from  a  man  of  war,  is  ever 
expected  to  be  seen.  They  are  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  object  of  providing  and  maintaining  a  navy;  in  many 
cases,  for  places  of  very  limited  trade,  and  wholly  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  single  State.  I  call,  then,  upon  all 
those  who  united  with  me  in  hailing  the  Maysville  veto 
as  constituting  a  new  era  in  our  affaira,  and  as  putting  a 
very  material  check,  though  not  entire  end,  to  the  sys- 
tem of  extravagant  and  unconstitutional  appropriations, 
under  the  name  of  internal  improvements,  to  stand  their 
ground,  and  maintain  the  principles  then  proclaimed. 
No  man  can  prove  that,  while  an  appropriation  for  a 
turnpike  road  from  Maysville  to  Lexington  is  unconstitu- 
tional, appropriations  ror  clearing  out  every  little  harbor 
and  every  navigable  river  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  lakea 
are  constitutional.  What  is  it  which  stamps  the  charac- 
ter of  nationality  upon  the  latter,  and  dubs  the  former  as 
local?  I  am  not  sufficiently  learned  in  the  science  of 
political  distinctions  to  perceive  the  difference.  If  many 
people  engaged  in  trade  from  a  distance,  and  from  other 
States,  are  interested  in  each  of  these  appropriation^ 
why,  it  is  equally  true  that  many  people  of  different 
States,  engaged  in  trade,  were  interested  in  the  making 
the  turnpike  road  from  Maysville  to  Lexington;  and  if 
this  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  give  a  character  of  na- 
tionality to  any  work,  why,  upon  the  same  principle, 
Gadsby's  hotel,  or  Walker's  eating-house,  would  be  en- 
titled to  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government,  aa  «  na- 
tional establishments."  The  President  repudiated  all 
such  considerations  in  his  Maysville  veto;  and  I  hope  he, 
and  all  who  agreed  with  him  then,  and  who  rejoiced 
with  me  in  the  prospect  held  out  in  that  message  that  we 
were  about  to  recover  "  the  lost  rights  of  the  States," 
will  repudiate  them  now,  and  give  a  quietus  to  these 
harbor  and  river  bills. 

There  Is  another  idea  which  is  frequently  thrown  out 
in  regard  to  these  appropriations  for  harbors,  which  is 
wholly  unfounded.  It  is  frequently  said  that  measures 
of  this  description  are  coeval  with  the  Government;  that 
they  have  gone  on  with  all  parties,  and  must  soon  be  re- 
garded as  not  open  to  objections  of  power  ol*  principle. 
This  is  a  mistake  in  fact,  although  it  seems  to  have  re- 
ceived countenance,  to  some  extent,  from  the  President, 
in  his  remarks  upon  the  bill  containing  the  appropriation 
for  the  Wabash,  which  he  refused  to  sign.  It  is  true 
only  to  this  extent:  that,  among  the  first  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  one  which  assumed  jurisdiction  of,  and 
exercised  the  power  of  building,  light-houses,  piers, 
buoys,  &c.  That  may  be  justified;  and  confined  to  the 
sea  and  bay  coast,  and  to  our  large  seaport  harbors,  I 
think  is  justified  by  the  authority  expressly  given  to  pro- 
Tide  and  maintain  a  navy,  as  fairly  incidental  to  that 
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power,  when  bona  fide  exercised,  in  reference  to  the 
safety  and  utility  of  the  navy;  at  all  events,  to  that  extent 
the  power  has  been  uniformly,  and  without  dispute,  as- 
sumed and  exercised,  and  I,  for  one,  should  not  be  dis- 
posed now  to  disturb  it.  But  not  so  with  this  authority 
to  make  mnd  deepen  harbors,  and  clear  out  rivers.  That 
has  been,  comparatively,  of  recent  origin,  and  uniformly 
contested.  To  be  sure,  its  approaches  were  very 
gradual,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  was  at  first  exercised 
so  inconsiderable  as  to  attract  at  first  very  little  notice, 
and  occasioB  not  very  serious  dispute.  I  propose  to  look 
a  little  into  its  history  and  progress.  These  appropria- 
tions took  their  rise  in  1816,  the  era  of  the  tariifof  duties 
with  a  view  to  protection,  the  era  of  the  commencement 
of  the  general  s)'stem  of  internal  improvements,  and  the 
era  of  the  revival  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
very  first  bill  that  I  have  been  able  to  find,  under  the 
b«ad  of  appropriations  "for  surveys,  preservation  and 
repairs  of  islands,  harbors,  and  rivers,*'  was  passed  in 
April,  1816. 

[Mr.  MxHcxa  here  said  that  his  colleague  was  mis- 
taken; that  Mr.  Madison  had  very  early  in  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  have  a  road  made  from  Georgia  to 
Maine,  and  that  during  General  Washington's  adminis- 
tration an  appropriation  had  been  made  for  improving  a 
harbor  at  Marcus  Hook.] 

Mr.  Pattoh  resumed,  and  said  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  that  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Madison  in  1796,  which  proprosed  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  making  a  continuous  road  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  for  conveying  the  mall.  1  remember,  too, 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  immediately  wrote  Mr.  Madison  a 
letter,  in  which  he  earnestly  remonstrated  against  the 
power  recognised  in  the  resolution,  and  pointed  out  the 
objections  to  it,  both  on  grounds  of  want  of  constitutional 
power  and  on  grounds  of  inexpediency,  and  Mr.  Madison 
did  not  press  the  resolution,  and  nothing  was  ever  done 
under  it. 

As  to  the  harbor  at  Marcus  Hook,  this  is  the  firbt  time 
I  have  beard  of  it.  What  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  appropriation  was  made,  whether  it  was 
founded  upon  a  claim  of  power  such  as  thst  I  am  now 
considering,  or  as  incidental  to  the  navy  power,  I  know 
not.  It  was,  at  all  event*,  a  single  case,  standing  alone 
from  1789  to  1816,  and  surely  not  much  to  be  weighed 
as  an  authoritative  precedent.  I  repeat  that  nothing 
like  regular  legialation  upon  subjects  of  this  sort  is  to  be 
found  until  1816,  and,  indeed,  until  1823;  and  for  many 
years,  down  even  to  1827,  the  appropriations  for  objects 
of  this  kind  were  so  inconsiderable  in  amount,  and  so 
few  in  number,  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  was  never  attracted  very  strongly  to 
the  Questionable  character  of  the  power  exercised,  or 
the  dangerous  lengths  to  which  it  might  be  pushed. 

I  copy  an  abstract  of  the  appropriations  passed  under 
the  above  head  from  1816  to  1827,  vis; 

1816,  April  27    -  -  -  -   ^0,0000 

1831,  March  3    -  -  -  -         2,500 

1822,  May  7 11,500 

1823,  March  3    -  -  -  -  6,000 

1823,  March  3    -  -  -  -  150 

1824,  May  26      -  -  -  -        20,000 

1826,  March  25  -  -  -  -  7,000 

1827,  March  2  .  .  -  -.  3,000 
1824^  May  26     -            -                        -        20,000 

1825,  March  3    -  -  -  -  5,712 

1826,  March  25  -  -  .  .  13,185 
1825,  March  3    -            •            -  -  400 

1825,  March  2  -  -  -  -  52,973 
1826,Msyl8      -            -            -  .        50,000 

1826,  May  20  -  -  -  -  200 
1826,  May  20  -  -  -  -  3,500 
1826,  May  20     -            -            -           .          3,000 


1826,  May  20  - 

1826,  May  20  - 

1826,  May  20  - 

1826,  May  20  • 

1826,  May  20  - 
1823,  May  20  - 

1827,  March  2  - 
1827,  March  2  - 
1827,  March  2  - 
1827,  March  2  - 
1827,  March  2  - 
1827,  March  2  - 
1827,  March  2  - 


I  have  not  the  means  or  time  to  trace  the  progress  of 
this  thing  since  1827;  but  the  above  presents  sufficient 
matter  for  reflection.  The  gross  amount  of  all  the  ap- 
propriations between  1816  and  1827,  a  period  of  eleven 
years,  amounts  to  a  little  upwards  of  1300,000;  and  these 
bills  which  we  are  now  passing  through,  without  a  hope 
of  resisting  them,  contain  appropriations  for  old  and  new 
works,  amounting  to  about  ($1,700,000)  one  million  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  one  single  year.  Such  is 
the  encroaching  character  of  this  kind  of  legislation;^  so 
extravagant  and  enormous  are  the  appropriations  which 
we  are  called  on  to  sanction.  But  how  desperate,  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  thing,  must  be  in  geneml  any  cfibrts 
to  defeat  such  a  measure.  Here  you  have  a  bill  propo- 
aing  appropriations  for  a  large  number  of  the  States,  en- 
listmg  thus  in  its  support  so  many  representatives  as  can 
conscientiously  support  a  measure  of  the  kind.  Those 
States  the  support  of  whose  representatives  cannot 
be  obtained,  from  constitutional  scruples,  or  something 
else,  get  no  portion  of  this  large  expenditure.  By  way 
of  illustration  of  this,  look  at  the  fact,  that  out  of  the 
vast  appropriation  contained  in  these  bills,  exceeding  a 
million  and  a  half,  there  is  but  $500  for  Virginia,  with 
all  her  extent  of  seacoast,  of  baycoasf,  her  numerous 
harbors,  and  noble  rivers.  This  unequal  distribution  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Government  in  this  form  is  perhaps 
unavoidable,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  great  objections 
to  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  over  subjects  local  in 
their  character,  and  neces!>arily  partial  in  their  operation. 

These  are  some  of  the  general  objections  to  this  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  even  when  the  expendi- 
ture is  entirely  judicious,  and  all  the  benefits  expected 
by  the  friends  of  the  system  are  realized.  And  now, 
having  appealed  to  all  those  who  sustained  the  Maysville 
veto  to  carry  out  their  own  principles,  and  resist  this 
vast  expenditure  of  money  for  objects,  nine  tenths  of 
which  are,  in  every  point  of  view,  merely  local  in  their 
character,  I  now  ask  all  those  gentlemen  who  disap- 
proved the  Maysville  veto,  and  who  derive  no  benefit 
from  this  new  mode  of  making  internal  improvements— 
upon  all  gentlemen  from  the  interior  favorable  to  the 
general  system  of  internal  improvements^wbether  they 
will  give  their  sanction  to  these  measures?  Can  they 
reconcile  it  to  themselves  to  unite  in  making  appropria- 
tions for  internal  improvements  by  water,  when  it  is 
estopped  by  land— that  the  money  of  their  constituents 
shall  be  taken  in  these  large  amounts  to  improve  har- 
bors, rivers,  and  islands,  in  which  they  are  in  no  way  in- 
terested, when  they  and  their  constituents  are  not  al- 
lowed, either  because  they  travel  by  land,  or  because 
they  are  situated  above  a  port  of  entry,  to  participate  in 
any  way  in  the  benefit  of  these  appropriations?  If  the 
power  was  clear,  if  it  were  possible  for  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  exercise  such  powers  judiciously 
and  economically,  the  inequality  of  the  distribution  of 
the  benefits  of  such  appropriations  would  prevent  roe 
from  giving  them  my  approbation. 
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But  there  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this  sub- 
ject is  worthy  of  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Huuse. 
The  bill  nnaking  appropriations  for  old  works  was  pre- 
sented to* the  House  accompanied  by  a  report  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  I  wish 
earnestly  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the  House.  It.  will  be 
seen  from  that  report,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Skitr,]  who  reported  the  bill,  that  that 
committee  are  by  no  means  anxious  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  that  the  committee 
doubted  very  much  the  expediency  of  passing  the  bill, 
even  if  they  were  not  decidedly  opposed  to  it.  It  will 
be  very  extraordinary  if  this  House  can  consent  to  pass 
either  of  these  bills  in  the  face  of  the  facts  stated  in  that 
report. 

The  committee  say,  they  cannot  '<  but  yield,  in  a  meas- 
ure, to  the  apprehension  that  there  is  a  real  necessity 
for  hesitation,  if  not  of  actual  reform,  in  the  further 
prosecution  of  public  works  upon  the  same  system 
which  has  of  late  years  obtained  under  the  Government. 
The  commentary  upon  it,  which  is  furnished  in  the  na- 
ked history  of  nearly  every  work  brought  before  your 
committee  for  additional  appropriations,  characterizes 
this  system  as  expensive,  yet  feeble;  flattering,  and  yet 
uncertain  in  all  its  operations  and  results,  unless  it  be 
viewed  only  with  reference  to  its  fitness  to  the  purposes, 
to  the  individual  wealth  and  profit,  oF  the  agents  and 
contractors  immediately  concerned.  To  test  the  just- 
ness  of  this  remark,  reference  is  made  to  the  connected 
history  of  these  several  works,  extracted  from  the  annu- 
al reports  of  the  engineer  department,  and  appended  to 
this  report.  The  same  reference  will  demonstrate  that 
in  none  of  these  works  has  the  original  estimate  of  cost, 
or  of  the  probable  effects  of  each  expenditure,  been 
verified  by  experience;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  most  of 
them  a  very  wide  result  from  the  original  estimates  has 
already  been  exhibited,  and  without  furnishing  a  certain 
accomplishment  of  the  object  desired  in  a  single  case. 
In  many  of  these  works,  moreover,  the  appropriations 
already  made  and  expended  have  not  been  confined 
within  an  excess  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  above  the 
original  estimate  of  their  cost,  respectively.  [It  is  printed 
<*  fifty  per  cent.'*  in  the  document,  but  Mr.  Smith  says 
it  ought  to  be  one  hundred.]  In  some  of  them  the  ap- 
propriations now  asked,  in  order  to  continue  them  in 
progress  through  only  a  singlef  coming  year,  actually  ex- 
ceeds the  aggregate  originiU  estimate  of  the  cost  of  their 
entire  construction,  and  this  notwithstanding  a  series  of 
annual  appropriations  have  heretofore  been  made  fur 
them,  also  far  exceeding  in  amount  such  original  esti- 
mate. To  add  to  our  wonder,  in  neither  class  of  the  last- 
described  works  is  there  any  good  degree  of  certainty 
held  out  to  Congress  that  such  additional  expenditures, 
enormous  as  they  are  becomingi  will  secure  a  successful 
termination  of  the  enterprise." 

However  much  we  may  wonder  that  tite  committee 
could  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  report  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue works  thus  described,  it  will  be  still  more  extraor- 
dinary, if,  with  such  facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  present- 
ed to  us  by  our  own  committee,  we  can  pass  a  bill  ap- 
propriating nearly  a  million  of  dollars  to  works  on  which 
so  much  has  already  been  expended,  and  of  which  we 
have  no  hope  of  a  successful  termination  at  any  time;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  appropriations  required  for  which 
become  larger  and  larger  the  longer  they  get  on.  How 
forcibly  does  the  report  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbll]  on  jester- 
day,  that  this  kind  of  legislation  was  <*  a  bottomless  pit 
of  expenditure!"  More  than  that,  it  is  a  pit  into  which 
the  stream  of  public  appropriation  is  flowing  in  a  stream 
of  perpetually  increasing  force  and  volume. 

Let  us  examine  this  report  a  little  furiher,  to  see  the 
character  of  theic  works,  and  what  encouragement  we 


have  to  go  on,  either  with  the  old  works,  or  to  begin 
ntfw  ones.  After  speaking  of  the  miscalculations  as  to 
the  times  these  works  were  to  take  to  be  completed,  and 
the  overthrow  of  the  original  plans  in  many  cases,  the 
report  proceeds:  « In  some  cases  the  effect  of  these 
miscalculations  has  been  a  total  abandonment  of  the 
original  plan  for  some  untried  substitute,  as  in  the  report 
of  the  works  at  Cunningham  creek  in  1828,  and  of  Red 
river  in  1832,  and  of  Marcus  Hook,  &c.  in  1834:  in  others 
a  greater  depth  of  water  than  was  anticipated  or  consis- 
tent with  the  permanency  of  the  work,  requiring  in  con- 
sequence a  filling  up,  with  new  materials,  of  the  exca- 
vations caused  by  the  earlier  expenditures  of  labor  and 
money,  as  in  the  report  on  the  works  at  Presque  Isle  in 
1827,  and  in  fact  that  on  the  works  at  Grand  river  in 
1833;  in  other  instances,  new  and  unexpected  channels, 
endangering  the  whole  improvement,  as  in  the  case  of 
presque  Isle,  have  been  caused,  or  new  deposites  of 
sand,  threatening  to  destroy  all  the  natural  advantages 
with  which  the  plan  of  promised  improvements  was 
blessed  before  the  work  of  alleged  improvement  was 
commenced,"  6cc.  &c. 

What  an  encouraging  account  here  is  to  go  on  with 
our  improvements,  and  begin  new  ones!  In  some  cases, 
the  whole  money  wasted  and  thrown  away,  and  the 
whole  plan  abandoned;  in  others,  a  sort  of  weaving  of 
Penelope's  web— filling  up  this  year  what  had  been  dug 
out  the  year  before;  in  others,  the  effect  of  our  miscalled 
improvement,  causing  new  obstructions  and  sandbars, 
to  the  serious  detriment  of  those  interested  in  the  navi- 
gation, which  we  have  destroyed,  in  our  feeble  and  in- 
judicious efforts  to  improve. 

I  conclude  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill. 

DEDUCTION  OP   DUTIES,  &c. 

Mr.  McK.\Y  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules  fcr 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  the  following  res- 
olutions; which  were  read: 

Beaolvedt  That  the  power  of  taking  money  from  the 
people,  by  laying  and  collecting  duties,  imposts,and  ex- 
cises, is  one  of  the  most  sacred  of  the  trusts  vested  in 
the  General  Guveinment;  that  it  is  enforced  solely  to 
enable  it  to  command  the  necessary  means  to  execute 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  instituted,  and  that  to  exact 
money  from  the  people  when  not  neces&ary  for  those 
objects,  or  more  than  may  be  necessary,  would  be,  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  a  manifest  breach  of  trust, 
and  to  the  people  unjust  and  oppressive. 

Resolved,  That  the  revenue  receivable  under  the 
present  laws  is,  and  will  be,  more  than  is  required  for 
the  fair  and  legitimate  wants  of  the  Government,  and 
that  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  its  reduction. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  report 
to  this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
what  alteration  can  be  made  in  the  existing  tariff*  of  du- 
ties, consistently  with  the  principles  of  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties^jupon  imports,  with  a  view  to  reduc- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also  re- 
port upon  the  best  mode  of  diminishing  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  public  lands,  without  retarding  the 
settlement  of  the  new  States,  or  impairing  the  interests 
of  the  General  Government;  and,  generally,  his  views  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  fair  and 
constitutional  wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  c^ll  of  the  House,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  at  once  express  their  sentiments  on  the 
subject,  and  not  be  troubled  any  more  with  it;  and  upon 
this  motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
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The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  for  a  call  of 
the  House  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  105,  nays  74. 

After  some  time,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HI  ESTER,  all 
further  proceeding  in  the  call  was  dispensed  with. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  auspend  the 
roles,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  124^  nays  66 — 
not  quite  two  thirds. 

Mr.  McKAY  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  morning, 
he  would  offer  the  same  motion,  and  he  hoped  that  there 
would  then  be  a  full  House. 

IMPROVBMENT  OF  HAtoORS. 

The  House,  in  pursuance  of  the  special  order,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  LivcoLir  in 
the  chair,)  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  for  certain  harbors  fur  the  year  1836. 

Mr.  LANB  deprecated  the  delay  which  would  be 
caused  by  a  long  political  discussion  upon  all  the  exciting 
topics  of  the  last  ten  years.  He  hoped  the  bill  itself 
would  be  acted  upon)  and  if  such  was  the  wish  of  the 
House,  he  would  waive  his  right  to  the  floori  though,  if 
such  a  discussion  should  take  place,  be  should  like  to 
repty  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Biii.J 

Mr.  VINTON  prf>posed  an  amendment  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Maumee  river. 

Mr.  CRANE,  after  some  remark*,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  ^ome  papers  recommending  the  appropriation,  and 
then  proceeded  to  argue  in  its  behalf. 

Some  remarka  were  made  upon  the  proposed  amend- 
ment by  Messrs.  CHAMBERS,  VANDERPOEL,  and 
SUTHERLAND. 

Mr.  MERCER  objected  to  the  bill  that  it  contained 
items  of  appropriation  upon  subjects  not  within  the  scope 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals.  He  said 
such  a  practice  would  lead  to  very  loose  legislation.  It 
waa  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  to 
survey  the  whole  country,  to  understand  the  wants  of 
the  whole,  and  to  see  that  the  public  funds  were  fairly 
apportioned. 

As  an  instance,  he  referred  to  the  clause  appropriating 
1150,000  for  deepening  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  by 
stopping  some  of  the  outlets,  or  constructing  a  ship  chan- 
nel, or  by  such  other  means  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may 
direct.  He  said  no  information  was  given  whether  such 
a  scheme  was  prscticable,  no  survey  had  been  made  of 
the  depth  of  water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  nor  was  any 
estimate  made  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  improvement. 
He  said  the  Committee  on  Roada  and  Canals  had  already 
reported  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  of  $13,000  for  im- 
provements on  the  Mississippi,  founded  on  the  survey 
and  repo«  t  of  a  competent  engineer,  and  he  waa  willing 
to  go  for  any  amount  gentlemen  might  name  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Mississippi,  provided  he  could  be  as- 
sured that  the  money  would  be  profitably  expended.  He 
also  pointed  out  other  parts  of  the  bill  embracing  subjects 
not  within  the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  such  as  th^verslaugb  in  the 
Hudson  river,  and  all  the  surveys  of  rivers  provided  for 
in  the  bill.  He  said  he  did  pot  wish  to  oppose  the  bill, 
for  he  was  in  favor  of  many  of  its  objects,  but  he  wished 
to  insure  safe  and  correct  legislation.  He  wjinted  to  have 
a  number  of  the  appropriations  stricken  out,  and  others 
combined  with  the  bill.  He  hoped  the  proposed  appro- 
priation for  the  Maumee  river  would  be  made,  for  that 
river  had  already  been  considered  a  public  work,  and 
expenditures  had  been  made  for  its  improvement.  At  a 
proper  time,  he  said,  he  should  offer  some  amendments. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  moved  to  amend  Mr.  VinToir's 
amendment  by  makingan  appropriation  for  the  in-'prove- 
ment  of  the  Allegany  river  above  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  HA  WES  stated  that  the  port  of  entry  at  Maumee 


bay  had  yielded,  in  1832,  the  gross  revenue  of  $12.50, 
and  had  cost  the  Government  over  $700  for  the  salariea 
of  the  coatom-hou|e  officers.  Yet,  he  said,  the  House 
waa  now  called  upon  to  pay  #51,000  fo^  the  improve- 
ment of  that^^. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  was  grossly  deceived  in  relation  to  the  busi- 
ness of  that  port,  or  he  had  attempted  to  palm  off  a  groaa 
imposition  upon  the  committee <  and  he  went  on  to  show 
that  a  vast  proportion  of  the  commerce  of  the  West  with 
New  York  and  the  seaboard  found  its  way  to  Buffalo  and 
the  lakes,  and  rendered  these  collection  districts  neces- 
sary. The  business  at  these  ports  was  great  and  increas- 
I  ing,  and  did  not  depend  upon  a  foreign  or  Canadian  com- 
merce, upon  which  revenue  could  be  collected;  still  the 
porta  were  no  less  useful  and  necessary. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  begged  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee not  to  press  each  particular  improvement  of  a  river 
for  which  an  interest  might  be  felt.  The  bill  had  been 
complained  of  as  already  too  larger  and  if  gentlemen 
went  on  to  introduce  appropriations  for  every  river  in 
the  country,  the  whole  would  be  lost.  He  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  allowed  to  pan  as  it  was,  and  that  the  con- 
sideration of  other  rivers  would  be  taken  up  in  their  turn. 

EvBirivo  Ssaaioar. 

The  committee  again  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  therein 
named  for  the  year  1836. 

The  queation  pending  was  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
ViKTOH,  for  the  improvement  of  the  Maumee  river, 
f  51, 000,  and  Mr.  G alb baith's  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, for  the  improvement  of  the  Allegany  river  from 
Pittsburg  to  the  New  York  State  line,  $50,000. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  GILLET  aaid  it  was  with  unfeigned  reluctance 
that  he  rose,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  to  participate 
in  debate)  and  he  would  not  now  do  ao,  did  he  not  fully 
believe  that  bis  duty  to  himself,  and  some  of  his  friends, 
rendered  the  obligation  imperative  upon  him.  He  con- 
sidered it  due  to  himself  to  defend  mea&ures  of  high  mo« 
ment,  which  he  had  aided  m  bringing  before  the  House; 
and  also  to  repel  the  charges  which  bad  been  made 
against  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member.  He 
also  deemed  it  his  duty  to  defend  his  friend*,  and  particu- 
larly those  whose  position  precluded  them  from  replying 
in  proper  person,  here  or  elsewhere.  He  could  assure 
the  committee  that  he  would  not  occupy  one  moment  of 
their  attention  beyond  what  was  necessary  fur  theae  ob- 
jects. 

If  1  understand  the  question,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  it  is  on  » 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pat- 
Tov]  to  strike  from  this  bill  its  enacting  clause.  Should 
this  motion  prevail,  and  be  concurred  in  by  the  Housr, 
it  will  defeat  the  whole  bill.  This  is  the  object  of  the 
motion.  If  I  rightly  understand  the  rules  of  the  House, 
this  motion  opens  the  whole  merits  of  the  bill.  Incident- 
ally the  policy  of  raising  rerenue,  and  the  best  method 
of  disposing  of  it  when  ra'sed*  whether  for  such  or  other 
objects,  may  also  be  discussed.  When  we  are  consider- 
ing the  question  of  constructing  light-houses  and  har- 
bors, Jor  aiding  our  commerce,  and  protecting  the  livea 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  we  may  also  very  properly  ex- 
amine the  question,  whether,  under  the  f  >rms  of  the 
constitution,  a  better  and  more  politic  disposition  can  be 
made  of  our  revenue.  If  such  a  discussion  could  be  car- 
ried on  for  the  sole  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  true  na- 
tional policy,  uninfluenced  by  expected  partisan  results, 
we  might  fairly  expect  that  beneficial  consequences  would 
flow  from  it.  Uut  when  the  interests  of  political  aspi- 
rants are  interwoven  with,  and  their  prospects  likely  to 
be  influenced  by,  the  result,  we  may  well  fear  that  much 
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of  the  light  shed  on  the  subject  proceeds  from  the  torch 
of  interest  and  ambition,  instead  of  the  lamp  of  truth  and 
safely.     Immediate  results  beinf^  more  prominent,  are 
more  likely  to  influence  conclusions  than  remote  conse- 
quences,  though  the  latter  may  be  of  the  most  vital  im- 
portance, affecting  the  stability  of  o^  institutions,  and 
the  future  glory  of  our  republic,     ^hen  changes  are 
proposed  in  our  national  policy,  it  is  due  to  the  subject, 
and  Uf  those  we  represent,  to  examine  them  ch)sely; 
wei^h  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  both  present 
and  future;  and  unless  we  are  convinced,  beyond  a  rea- 
sonable doubt,  that  the  permanent  interests  of  the  coun- 
try are  to  be  benefited  by  their  adoption,  we  should  re- 
ject them.     We  are  now  pursuing  a  course  oF  policy,  on 
this  subject,  long  since  settled  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
country,  which  has  proved  beneficial  to  all,  and  injuri- 
ous to  none;  and  we  are  now  invited  suddenly  to  stop, 
and  enter  upon  one  entirely  the  reverse.     We  are  soli- 
cited to  abandon  the  wisdom  of  our  fathers  in  applying  a 
pArtio  n  of  our  revenues  to  such  national  objects  as  light- 
ing th«  path  of  the  mariner,  and  preparing  a  haven  for 
his  siif«ty,  and  to  trust  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens to  the  hazard  of  darkness  and  storms,  to  en- 
ter up  on  the  uncertainty  of  uutried  experiment.     It  is 
not  ttic  items  in  this  bill  that  are  objected  to,  but  the 
system  of  making  such  improvements.     I'he  friends  of 
the  ad  ministration,  1  believe,  are  very  generally  content 
to  pursue  the  old  path,  which  it  is  known  leads  to  safely, 
prosperity,  and  happiness,  while  a  portion,  at  least,  of 
its  opponents,  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Bkll]  at  their  head,  call  upon  us  to  abandon  it  for  the 
dark  one  of  doubtful  experiment.     The  views  of  the 
President  upon  this  subject  are  to  be  found  in  his  mes- 
sage of  December,  1830,  in  which  he  says: 

<*  The  practice  of  defraying  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers,  within  the  bays,  inlets,  harbors,  and  ports,  of 
the  United  States,  to  render  the  navigation  thereof  safe 
and  easy,  is  coeval  with  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  has  been  continued  without  interruption  or  dis- 
pute. As  our  foreign  commerce  increased  and  was  ex- 
tended into  the  intelior  of  the  country,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  ports  of  entry  and  delivery  upon  our  navigable 
rivers,  the  sphere  of  those  expenditures  received  a  cor- 
responding enlargement.  Light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
public  piers,  and  the  removalof  sandbars,  sawyers,  and 
other  partial  or  temporary  impediments  in  the  navigable 
rivers  and  harbors  which  were  embraced  in  the  revenue 
districts  from  time  to  time  established  by  law,  were 
authorized  upon  the  same  principle,  and  the  expense 
defrayed  in  the  same  manner." 

*'  It  is  indisputable  that  whatever  gives  facility  and  se* 
curity  to  navigation  cheapens  imports;  and  all  who  con- 
sume them  are  alike  interested  in  whatever  produces  this 
effect.  If  they  consume,  they  ought,  as  Ihey  now  do,  to 
pay — otherwise  they  do  not  pay.  The  consumer  in  the 
most  inland  States  derives  the  same  advantage  from 
every  necessary  and  prudent  expenditure  for  the  facility 
and  security  of  foreign  commerce  and  navigation  that  he 
does  who  rettdes  in  a  maritime  town.  Local  expendi- 
tures have  not  of  themselves  a  correspondent  operation." 
1  concur  in  these  views  of  the  President. 
At  the  opening  of  the  discussion  on  this  bill  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  made  a  motion  like  the  present. 
What  new  advantage  did  he  indicate,  as  likely  to  flow 
fiom  the  proposed  change  in  our  national  policy?  Did  he 
tell  us  that  the  lives  and  wealth  of  our  citizens,  engaged 
in  commerce,  were  to  be  better  protected?  Did  he  pro- 
pose to  tax  the  people  less,  as  an  equivalent  for  dimin- 
ished improvement?  He  did  not  propose  to  reduce  either 
the  direct  or  indirect  taxes,  or  in  any  way  lighten  the 
burdens  now  imposed  in  raising  our  revenue*  That  gen- 
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tie  man  alluded  to  the  deposite  bill  recently  passed,  and 
made  it  a  prominent  item  of  consideration,  and  informed 
us  thai  it  had  been  sustained  by  his  vote.  I  understood 
him  as  referring  to  the  thirteenth  section  of  that  bill, 
which  provides  a  distribution  of  the  federal  treasure 
among  the  States,  as  therein  provided,  as  one  great  cause 
for  the  proposed  change  in  public  policy,  whereby  such 
works  as  are  provided  for  in  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration are  not  to  be  made  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment. He  seemed  to  consider  that  measure  as  disposing 
of  the  federal  revenues,  and  placing  them  l>eyond  the 
reach  and  use  of  the  General  Government  for  such  pur- 
poses as  these,  if  not  for  all  purposes  whatever.  He 
told  us  how  advantageously  the  several  States  could  use 
this  treasure,  and  appeared  to  treat  that  act  as  making  a 
real  distribution,  instead  of  merely  creating  new  deposi- 
tories fur  the  public  money.  That  bill,  lam  free  to  aay, 
received  less  discussion  in  this  House  than  its  merits  de« 
served.  Even  now,  its  object  and  effect  are  matters 
about  which  we  ourselves  differ.  Some  say  its  object  la 
solely  to  keep  the  public  treasure  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Government,  and  that  it  will  have  this  and  no 
other  effect;  while  others  declare  that  its  object  is  to 
distribute  the  revenues  of  the  General  Government 
among  the  States  for  their  own  use,  and  that  such  will 
be  its  undoubted  effect.  Gentlemen  of  high  intelligence 
seemed  to  differ  about  its  construction  and  effect.  My 
friends  differed  in  opinion  on  this  subject.  The  Presi- 
dent has  repeatedly  called  our  attention  to  the  subject  of 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  treasures,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  every  one  of  his  friends  in  this  House  felt  a 
deep  anxiety  on  (bat  subject.  In  the  last  Congress  a  bill 
much  like  the  present  law,  except  the  thirteenth  section, 
passed  this  House,  and  a  similar  one  has  been  reported 
this  session.  I  have  not  heard  a  single  friend  of  the  ad- 
ministiation  object  to  passing  a  law  to  regulate  the  pub- 
lic deposites;  all  agreed  to  that  measure,  when  stripped 
of  this  questionable  attribute. 

1  can  say  for  myself,  that  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  ac- 
cumulating immense  masses  of  the  public  money  in  local 
banks.  No  one  acquainted  with  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject of  banks  and  the  currency  will  for  one  moment 
believe  that  I  desire  the  continuance  of  such  a  state  of 
things.  That  bill  makes  two  classes  of  depositories,  the 
State  banlCB  and  State  treasuries.  The  first  had  been 
voted  for  by  nearly  all,  and  therefore  cannot  be  called, 
by  those  who  thus  voted,  either  unsafe  or  inconvenient. 
Such  a  vote  clearly  implies  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  such  agents.  No  one,  I  believe,  in  this  House  oppo- 
sed that  part  of  the  bill  on  any  ground.  Those  who 
contended  for  the  necessity  of  recbartering  the  United 
States  Bank,  as  a  safe  and  convenient  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  cannot  now  well  contend  that  State 
banks,  while  they  promptly  perform  a  like  agency,  are 
not  proper  fiscal  agents  of  that  Department.  If  they 
are  safe  and  convenient  agents,  why,  when  we  are  es- 
tablishing and  adopting  them,  should  we  make  other 
agents,  who  are  not  required  or  expected  to  aid  either 
in  collecting  or  disbursing  the  public  money?  Why 
create  an  agent  over  whom  you  can  exercise  no  control, 
and  w  ho  is  not  amenable  for  violating  any  law  you  may 
pass?  Why  make  one  class  of  agents  pay  interest,  and 
not  the  other;  and  why  take  all  but  five  millions  from 
your  agents  who  pay  interest,  and  give  it  to  those  who 
do  not?  Why  place  the  appropriations,  even  those  for 
your  Indian  wars,  in  hands  from  which  you  cannot  draw 
them  for  years?  If  these  new  agents  use  these  funds, 
as  many  say  they  will,  under  the  law,  to  make  railroads, 
&c.,  and  these  wars  continue,  or  others  come  upon  us, 
and  require  all  our  means,  how  are  they  to  refund,  or 
we  to  get  along  without  them?  If  this  measure  is  truly 
a  deposite  of  the  public  money,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  kno«r 
what  neccMity  there  is  for  two  aets  of  as^Uk  JiAflwb/ 
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•ticb  an  eztnordinftry  preferenee  is  given  to  the  one  not 
paying  interest {  and  why  the  appropriations  a:e  taken 
from  the  orfly  claea  which  can  disburse  thero,  and  given 
to  the  one  which  cannot.    IF  the  State  banks  are  unwfe 
•gentSf  why  use  ihem  at  all — why  leave  the  moneys  with 
them  until  nest  year,  before  they  are  withdrawn^    I 
rtiould  further  like  to  know  why  the  provision  taking 
Iheae  moneys  from  the  old  depositories,  and  giving  them 
to  the  new,  is  not  made  permanent,  as  well  as  that  part 
which  leaves  a  part  now  with  the  State  banks,  and  all  of 
tl  after  next  year.     If  there  is  a  great  necessity  for  these 
new  depositoiles,  it  seems  to  me  the  law  ought  to  be 
permanent  for  retaining  them  in  the  service  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  ss  well  as  the  one  under  which  the  State 
banks  are  employed.     If  this  Isw  is  a  mere  matter  of  de- 
posite,  as  is  contended  by  some,  then  it  confers  little  or 
no  benefit  upon  the  States,  but  merely  makes  them  the 
agents  or  servants  of  the  General  Government,  for  a 
particular  purpose,  and  for  a  limited  period.     If  this  is 
•o,  then  I  cannot  understand  how  it  can  fairly  be  made 
the  foundation  of  such  a  radical  change  as  that  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bill,]  in  rela- 
tion to  light-houses  and  harbors.    If  this  is  the  true  cnn- 
•truotion  of  (hat  measure,  the  policy  of  the  Government 
is  not  changed,  and  the  States  are  not  to  use  this  money. 
And  it  is  not  placed  beyond  our  control  any  more  than  it 
ia  with  the  other  agents.    Admit  this,  an  i  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  the  States  should  desire  this  agency.  It  is  not 
returning  to  the  people  what  has  been  drawn  from  them 
in  taxes.     Depositing  money  with  an  agent  is  not  giving 
him  the  money.    If  you  collect  money  from  sixteen  mil* 
lions  of  persons,  and  employ  a  few  of  them  as  your 
agents  to  keep  it,  you  do  not  return  it  to  those  from 
whom  you  collected  it.     Many  dollars  of  this  money  are 
drawn  indirectly  from  the  pockets  of  my  constituents; 
and  if  that  money  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  treas- 
urer at  Albany  merely  as  a  depositary,  to  be  called  for 
at  the  pleasure  of  this  Government,  I  cannot  understand 
flow  it  is  to  find  its  way  back  to  their  pockets.     I  cannot 
understand  in  what  possible  way  such  a  measure  would 
return  this  money  to  their  pockets.    If  it  could  reach 
them,  then  I  should  esteem  it  safe,  and  in  a  proper  place. 
It  would  be  the  next  best  thing  to  never  having  taken 
\\  from  them,  with  all  the  \'ast  expense  of  collection.  As 
a  measure  of  deposite,  1  cannot  see  that  my  constituents 
vrould  derive  from  this  measure  one  particle  of  benefit. 
On  the  other  hand,  is  It  really  a  distribution  bill?  Does 
it  give  the  revenues  of  the  General  Govemmt  nt  to  the 
^tate  Governments?    Are  they  to  use,  and  not  return  h? 
I  have  never  heard  from  any  gentleman,  in  either  end  of 
this  Capitol,  an  argument  to  prove  that  Congress  had 
power  to  do  so,  except  with  the  revenues  derived  from 
the  sale  of  public  land.     This  was  expressly  disavowed 
by  many  in  the  Senate.     So  far  from  believing  that  Con- 
gress has  Ibis  power,  a  distinguisbed  Senator  from  Souih 
-Carolina  [.\fr.  Cai^iooh]  deemed  it  necessary  to  amend 
the  constitution  to  accomplish  that  object,     llis  resolu- 
tion is  in  these  words: 

**  Resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  providing  for  a  distribution  of 
the  surplus  revenues  among  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories, until  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three. 

*'EedoIved  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Repreeentafivee 
of  the  United  States  of  Amariea  in  Congress  asHmbled, 
two  ihvrde  of  both  Howes  eoneurring^  That  the  following 
ftmendmenl  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  be 
proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  which, 
when  ratified  by  three  fourths  of  said  Legislatures,  shall 
be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  consti- 
tution; that  the  money  remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  of  each  year  till  the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty -three,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  sum  of 
■'  dollars,  shall  be  annually  distributed  among  the  lev  • 


eral  States  and  Territories,  including  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; and  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  sum  to  be  annually 
distributed  shall  be  divided  into  ajiumber  of  shares,  equal 
to  the  number  of  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con* 
gress  for  the  time  being,  with  the  addition  of  two  for 
each  Territory,  nid  two  for  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and  there  shall  be  allotted  to  each  State  a  number  of 
shares  equal  to  the  number  of  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives to  which  it  is  at  the  time  entitled  in  Congrete;  and 
to  the  Territories,  including  the  District  of  Columbia, 
two  shares  each." 

Certainly  that  gentleman  conid  not  believe  it  constitu- 
tional to  distribute  under  our  present  constitution.  No 
man  has  pointed  out,  or  attempted  to  do  so,  the  clause 
in  our  present  constitution  which  confers  such  authori- 
ty. Congress  has  no  power,  except  what  it  derive  a 
under  the  constitution;  and  if  this  power  is  not  there, 
then  it  does  not  exls*.  I  then  ask,  where  is  the  power 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  give  away,  or  distribute, 
the  money  raised  for  the  purposes  enumerated  in  tUs 
constitution?  Sir,  no  such  power  exists  in  this  Govern- 
ment. Allow  me  to  refer  to  an  authority  which  no 
republican  will  dispute,  being  entitled  to  high  con- 
sideration on  constitutional  and  political  questions.  Mr. 
JeflTersor,  in  his  message  to  Congress  in  December,  1806, 
speaking  of  the  revenues  derived  from  the  customs  and 
public  lands,  and  the  proper  disposition  of  them,  saUh 

**  When  both  of  these  branches  of  revenue  shall  in 
this  way  be  relinquished,  there  will  still*  ere  long,  be  an 
accumulation  of  naoneys  in  the  Treasur)',  beyond  the  in- 
stalments of  public  debt  which  we  are  permitted,  by 
contract,  to  pay.  They  cannot,  then,  without  a  modifi- 
cation, assented  to  by  the  public  creditors,  be  applied 
to  the  extinguishment  of  this  debt^  and  the  complete 
liberation  of  our  revenues,  the  most  desirable  of  all  ob- 
jects; nor,  if  our  peace  continues,  will  they  be  wanting 
for  any  other  existing  purpose.  The  question,  therefore, 
now  comes  forward,  to  what  other  objects  shall  these 
surpluses  be  appropriated,  and  the  whole  surplus  of  im- 
post, after  the  entire  discharge  of  the  public  debt,  and 
during  those  intervals  when  the  purposes  of  war  shall 
not  call  for  them?  Shall  we  suppress  the  L-npost,  and 
give  that  advantage  to  foreign  over  domestic  manufac- 
tures? On  a  few  articles  of  more  general  and  necesnry 
use,  the  suppression,  in  due  season,  will  doubtltss  be 
right;  but  the  great  mass  of  the  articles  on  which  impost 
is  paid  are  foreign  luxuries,  purchased  by  those  only  who 
are  rich  enough  to  afford  themselves  the  use  of  them. 
Their  patriotism  would  certainly  prefer  its  continuance, 
and  application  to  the  great  purposes  of  the  public  eddca- 
tion,  road?,  rivers  canals,  and  such  other  objects  of  pub* 
lie  improvements  as  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  add  to 
the  constitutitmal  enumeration  of  federal  powers.  By 
these  operations,  new  channels  of  communication  will  be 
opened  between  the  States;  the  lines  of  separation  will 
disappear;  their  interest  will  be  identified,  and  their 
union  be  cemented  by  new  and  indissoluble  tits.  Educa- 
tion is  here  placed  among  the  articles  of  public  care;  not 
that  it  would  be  proposed  to  take  its  ord»n\ry  branches 
out  of  the  hands  of  private  enterprise,  which  manages  so 
much  better  all  the  concerns  to  which  it  is  equal,  but  a 
public  institution  can  alone  supply  those  scicncea  which, 
though  rarely  called  for,  are  yet  necessary  to  complete 
the  circle,  all  the  parts  of  which  contribute  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  country,  and  some  of  them  to  ita  pres- 
ervation. 

'*  The  subject  is  now  proposed  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  because,  if  approved  by  the  time  the  State 
Legislatures  shall  have  deliberated  on  this  extension  of 
the  federal  trusts,  snd  the  laws  shall  be  passed  and  othtT 
arrangements  made  for  their  extension,  the  necessary 
funds  will  be  on  hand  and  without  employment.  I  sup- 
pose an  amendment  to  tbe  conftt|tuti(>n.Zby^  consent  of 
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the  Statet,  necessary,  bectuae  the  objects  now  recom- 
mended are  not  among  ttioie  enumerated  in  the  constitu- 
tion, and  to  which  it  permits  the  public  mqpieya  to  be  ap- 
plied/' 

Is  there  any  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Jeffenon's 
position,  that  the  objects  are  not  among  the  powers 
enumerated  in  the  constitution^  I  am  sustained  by  his 
opinion,  that  we  have  no  right  to  distribute  the  national 
treasure  under  the  present  constitution.  I  think  that 
question  conclusively  and  irrevocably  settled. 

But  if  we  have  the  authority  to  give,  why  not  do  so  in 
a  frank,  manly,  and  undisguised  manner?  Why  not  take 
the  surplus,  if  there  is  a  real  one,  and  make  the  gift  by 
name?  If  Congress  is  invested  with  that  power  in  any 
ihapep  it  has  the  power  to  do  so  in  terms.  It  may  make  a 
gift,  donation,  or  distribution,  by  name.  If  the  power 
really  exists,  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and 
candor,  and  good  f«*itb,  require,  if  we  divide,  to  do  so 
openly  and  distinctly,  so  that  our  action  may  be  pre- 
sented to  our  constituents  in  its  true  light.  If  we  have 
not  I  he  power,  then  our  duty  to  the  constitution,  to  them, 
and  to  oUrselves,  require  that  we  should  not  attempt  it 
by  any  indirection,  under  any  disguise  in  name  or  form. 
I  know  of  no  reason  why  an  American  Congress  should 
resort  to  indirection  to  do  what  the  constitution  and  duty 
require  it  to  do  directly  and  openly. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  Congress  cannot  give,  because 
the  constitution  does  not  permit  it;  and  that  the  money 
must  be  kept  where  it  can  be  called  for  to  meet  any 
emergency.  If  this  is  so,  and  it  is  in  fact  to  be  returned, 
I  again  ask,  how  are  the  people  to  be  benefited?  This 
would  not  be  returning  to  them  their  own  money,  as  we 
have  been  told  was  the  object.  If  it  is  the  people's  own 
money  returned  to  them,  then  the  General  Government 
has  no  right  hereafter  to  call  for  it.  On  the  contrary,  if 
it  is  the  money  of  the  Government,  then  it  cannot  be  re- 
turned to  the  people's  pockets  for  their  own  use.  It 
would  be  of  little  advantage  to  them  to  receive  it,  and 
be  liable  to  have  it  called  for  on  any  day,  at  the  will  of 
others.  It  is  entirely  impracticable  to  restore  this  money 
to  the  pockets  of  the  people,  from  which  it  has  been 
drawn  by  indirect  taxation.  They  never  can  receive  it 
directly.  But  if  it  were  possible  to  accomplish  such  a 
purpose,  it  would  not  do  away  the  constitutional  objec- 
tion. The  want  of  constitutional  power  is  a  full  answer 
to  the  whole  scheme  of  distribution.  I  then  submit 
whether  a  due  regard  for  the  constitution  and  our  con- 
stituents does  not  require  of  us  an  application  to  the  true 
source  of  power  for  a  constitutional  extension  of  le^risla^ 
tivfc  authority,  according  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, authorizing  it,  before  we  attempt  a  division- of  the 
reve'iues  of  the  General  Government  among  the  States? 
And  allow  me  to  suggest,  if  this  power  is  ever  to  be  con- 
ferred, that,  as  far  as  practicable*  except  in  cases  of  war, 
Congress  should  have  the  least  possible  control  over  the 
amount  of  the  dividends,  by  giving  a  certain  per  cent,  of 
t^ie  revenues,  or  a  certain  gross  sum;  and  their  use  by 
t'le  States  should  be  eonfined  to  the  purposes  of  educa* 
tion,  and  such  other  specific  objects  as  shall  equally  ben- 
efit ally  lest  we  realize  those  difficulties  which  1  shall 
hereafter  suggest.  Still  this  measure  is  commented 
upon,  and  conclusions  drawn  from  it,  aaif  it  were  really 
a  distribution.  We  are  advised  of  the  great  advantages 
that  are  to  flow  from  the  distribution.  I  think  I  have 
^own  that,  if  it  is  a  distribution,  Uie  measure  is  uncon- 
stitutional; and  if  it  is  not  a  distribution,  that  then  it  it 
not  returning  to  the  people  their  own  money,  or  benefit- 
ing them  at  all.  Wha'»  then,  is  this  measure?  This  is 
an  -important  question^  which  has  produced  different 
answers.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  friend  of  the  adminis- 
tration who  will  not  repudiate  the  idea  of  sustaining  it  as 
a  distribution.  I  do  not  know  the  man  among  them  who 
would  not  pronounce  it  unconatitutional.    Those  who 


voted  for  it,  so  far  as  I  know  their  views,  considered  it  a 
mere  deposite  measure.  As  such,  T  have  shown  that 
what  relates  to  the  new  depositories  is  valueless  to  the 
people.  But  among  the  various  opinions  which  are 
entertained  of  this  measure,  there  were  those  who  view- 
ed it  as  an  indirect  distribution,  and  as  much  a  violation 
of  the  constitution  as  if  it  were  a  direct  and  open  distri- 
bution. Those  who  originated  it  treated  it  as  a  drstrtbu- 
tion  in  its  consequences.  The  consequences  which  they 
enumerated  were  such  as  could  not  result  from  a  depos- 
ite; they  could  only  flow  from  a  distribution;  from  a  free 
gift  of  the  money,  not  to  be  returned.  Those  friends  of 
the  administration  who  considered  it  a  distribution  in 
fact,  voted  sgainst  it,  in  obedience  to  their  sense  of  duty 
under  the  constitution.  They  believed  it  not  less  a  dis- 
tribution, for  its  being  covered  with  the  deposite  mantle; 
no  less  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  because  the  word 
<< deposite"  occupies  the  place  of  •'distribute,"  in  the 
structure  of  the  section.  They  feared  that  the  conse- 
quences would  be  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  Many  thought  they  foresaw  an  increase  of  in- 
direct taxation,  to  swell  up  a  fund  for  distribution.  If  it 
was  not  a  gift,  they  doubted  the  propriety  of  each  of  the 
independent  States  becoming  debtors  to  the  General 
Government,  liable  to  be  called  upon  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  creditor.  It  was  apprehended  it  would  weaken  the 
independence  of  the  States,  without  producing  a  cor- 
responding benefit  to  the  General  Government  or  the 
people.  They  feared  that  it  might  lead  to  extravagant 
and  often  useless  expenditures,  on  the  part  of  the  State 
Governments;  that  they  might  conform,  in  an  evil  hour, 
to  the  will  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  avoid  paying 
old  debts;  and  that  they  might  become  prostrate,  and  de- 
pendent on  the  great  central  power  for  means  to  sustain 
their  institutions.  They  feared  that,  in  the  words  of  the 
old  adage,  the  debtor  would  become  the  slave  of  the 
creditor;  they  feared  that  the  State  dividends  might  be 
seizrd  by  knots  of  politicians  in  the  different  States,  and 
used,  not  for  the  benefit  of  all,  but  to  build  up  private 
fortunes,  or  perpetuate  political  power;  that  they  might 
be  used  "to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer;" 
that  it  might  sever  the  link  of  accountability  which  now 
binds  the  political  agents  of  the  State  Governments  to 
their  constituenis.  They  feared  that,  under  pretence  of 
public  good,  projects  might  be  set  on  foot,  and  works 
be  commenced,*  which  might  result  in  little  except  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  sagacious  or  influential  specula- 
tor; that  in  time  a  sovereign  Stale  might  not  dare  to 
enter  upon  a  noble  enterprise,  for  the  benefit  of  her 
citizens  without  sacrificing  to  political  deities,  and  con- 
sulting the  Treasury  oracles.  They  feared  that,  instead 
of  devoting  our  federal  revenues  to  the  objects  pointed 
out  in  the  constitution,  the  defences  of  the  country,  they 
might  be  diverted  to  objects  of  less  national  character. 
They  feared  that  our  navy  might  cease  to  be  an  admired 
and  cherished  object;  that  our  fortifications  might  crum- 
ble into  ruins,  and  our  harbors  and  rivers  might  remain 
choked  up  and  obstructed,  to  the  hazard  of  our  ships  of 
war  and  the  prejudice  of  commerce.  They  feared  that 
our  militia  might  not  be  armed,  equipped,  and  disci- 
plined, by  the  General  Government,  as  they  ought,  to 
relieve  them  from  unnecessary  burdens,  and  to  insure 
quiet  and  protection.  They  feared  that  the  arm  of  pub- 
lic defence  might  be  palsied  by  withholding  appropria- 
tions for  that  purpose;  that  commerce'might  be  left  to 
pertsh  on  the  hidden  shoals  of  the  ocean,  or  dashed  to 
ruin  on  the  unlighted  shore.  I  voted  with  these,  and 
participated  in  their  views.  I  may  have*  been  mistaken 
in  my  views  and  fears.  If  so,  it  is  an  error  of  the  head, 
and  not  of  the  heart.  Time  will  test  the  whole.  1  may  . 
have  looked  wiih  too  great  apprehension  upon  the  fu- 
ture. A  proper  degree  of  solicitude,  however^  on  such 
a  iubject,  is  not  among  the  unpardonable  offencci* 
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It  bM  beeo  asked,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  if  it  were 
reaUy  feared  that  Cong^reas  and  the  State  Legislaturea 
would  not  promptly  perform  all  their  duties.  I  will  an- 
swer by  asking  other  questions.  Did  the  Sen^ite  of 
Massachusetts,  when  it  resolved,  during  the  last  war, 
that  it  was  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religious  people  to 
rejoice  at  our  victories,  perform  its  duty  ?  Would  gen- 
tlemen be  willing  to  rely  upon  the  action  of  such  a  body 
for  the  money  necessary  to  prosecute  a  war?  Were 
there  not  other  legislative  bodies  that  exerted  all  their 
efforts  to  oppose  the  last  war,  and  cripple  Mr.  Madison's 
administration?  Do  gentlemen  believe  ihat.  If  money, 
the  sinews  of  war,  had  then  depended  upoa  the  vote  of 
Massachusetts,  we  could  have  procured  it  to  defend  the 
country?  In  what  Slate,  where  the  federalists  were  in 
power,  did  the  General  Government  receive  prompt  and 
efficient  aid?  Now,  as  to  Congress.  I  ask,  did  Congress 
perform  its  duty,  in  passing  the  alien  and  sedition  laws' 
Who  will,  here  or  elsewhere,  defend  those  measures? 
Will  any  friend  of  the  administration  say  it  did  so,  when 
)t  passed  the  bill  to  recharter  the  United  States  Bank, 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  and  the  Maysyille  road  bill?  Will 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  say  the  Senate  was  doing 
its  duty  in  trying  and  condemning  the  President  in  183^ 
without  the  authority  of  law?  Will  any  one  say  that  it 
was  performing  its  duty,  when  members  here  resisted 
appropriations  for  the  last  war?  The  people  hare 
passed  judgment  in  these  cases,  and  the  history  of  the 
times  tells  us  what  the  answer' is.  Sir,  we  have  been 
told  on  this  floor,  when  considering  an  appropriation  to 
repress  Indian  hostilities,  that  if  we  were  not  more  eco- 
nomical and  rigid  in  our  appropriations,  we  should  have 
nothing  left  to  divide.  Those  who  were  opposed  to  the 
Government  during  the  last  war  may  hereafter  have  it 
in  their  power  to  control  the  destinies  of  this  nation, 
and  we  may  have  as  little  to  approve  of  in  their^acts  as 
we  bad  in  tVleir  gag-law  and  their  ^i^ar  patriotism.  My 
fears  as  to  the  fate  of  the  bills  in  aid  of  commerce  are 
about  to  be  realized.  The  harbor  bill  is  attempted  to  be 
defeated,  to  aid  in  the  work  of  distribution.*  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  has  raised  his  powerful  arm 
against  works  of  improvement  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment; works  which  vitally  affect  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  a  large  number  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

I  ask,  are  all  auch  improvements  to  be  abandoned?  If 
such  changes  follow  that  measure,  it  will  present  itself 
in  a  new  and  interesting  light.  If  the  arm  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  to  be  rendered  nerveless  as  to  breakwaters 
and  harbora,  may  it  not  become  equally  so  as  to  light- 
houses, forts,  and  other  national  objects?  1  have  not 
heard  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  allege  that  the 
items  in  this  bill  were  not  such  as,  under  the  conatitut'on, 
are  proper  objecU  of  the  fostering  hand  of  the  General 
Government.  The  question  is  narrowed  down  to  one 
of  mere  expediency.  Shall  we,  under  the  new  state  of 
things,  engage  in  these  improvements  or  not?  The  ar- 
gument  used  by  Ihat  gentleman,  it  seems  to  me,  will 
extend  with  undiminished  force  against  all  national 
works,  designed  to  foster  commerce  and  preserve  the 
mariner.  Why  shall  we  change  the  tried  and  approved 
policy  of  the  Government?  Who  seeks  it?  and  for  what 
purpose?  Sir,  we  are  pointed  to  the  deposite  bill  aa  the 
cause  for  a  change  in  policy,  and  it  is  sought  for  by  the 
opponents  of  the  administration,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  amount4o  be  distributed  during  the  com- 
ing year.  This  is  the  great  hinge  on  which  the  whole 
turns.  While  the  friends  of  the  administration  desire  to 
collect  no  more  revenue  than  is  required  to  pay  the  ne- 

•  The  harbor  bill  for  the  continuation  of  old  works, 
which  passed  the  House,  was  much  reduced  in  the  Sen- 
ate, as  was  aUo  the  new  harbor  bill.  The  light-house 
bill  was  entirely  defeated  there. 


ceasary  expenses  of  Government,  and  make  such  works 
as  are  strictly  of  a  national  character,  it  is  a  favorite  pur- 
pose of  its  opponents  to  pave  the  avenues  to  political 
distinction  and  power  with  gold  from  the  National  Treas- 
ury«  to  appeal  to  selfish,  instead  of  patriotic  considera- 
tions i  nay,  sir,  I  venture  the  prediction,  that  the  party 
who  refused  to  aid  in  laising  means  to  defend  the  country 
in  the  last  war,  will  now  claim  high  consideration  be- 
cause they  wish  to  divide  the  Treasury.  Roman  con- 
querors and  demagogues  divided  first  the  grain  from  the 
public  stores,  then  the  lands,  and  then  came  the  down- 
fal.  If  you  can  divide  the  contents  of  the  Treasury, 
why  not  divide  the  lands  before  sale,  and  give  direct  to 
each  citizen  his  due  proportion?  Why  not  carry  out  the 
movement,  and  divide  the  whole  property  in  the  Union 
equally?  The  people  may  be  deceived  and  mialed  for  a 
day,  but  they  will  not  long  follow  giJden  lighta  in  the 
hands  of  demagogues.  They  only  ask  of  Government 
good  wholesome  laws,  protecting  them  in  their  lawful 
pursuits,  punishiivg  ofiender^-^laws  which  shall  confer 
equal  advantages  upon  all;  defend  the  ignorant  and  the 
feeble  against  the  craft  of  the  subtle  and  selfish,  and  the 
violence  and  oppression  of  the  strong  and  powerful. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  House  it  not  prepared  to  follow 
the  lead  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  I  am  con- 
fident that  a  majority  do  not  entertain  his  views  on  this 
subject,  nor  the  one  adverted  to.  If  a  radical  change  in 
our  national  policy  is  not  to  take  place,  then  it  becomes 
our  duty  to  consider  whether  it  is  proper  to  undertake 
any  or  all  the  works  enumerated  in  this  bill.  Those  who 
are  ag[ain8t  all  such  improvements  will,  of  course,  vote 
for  striking  out  the  enacting  clause,  to  defeat  the  whole 
bill.  On  the  contrary,  those  who  believe  it  the  duty  of 
this  Government  to  carry  on  any  one  of  those  included 
in  it,  will  vote  against  the  motion.  Subsequently  such 
items  can  be  stricken  from  it  as  may  be  considered  as 
improperly  included.  1  will  not  go  into  an  argument  to 
prove  the  utility  of  such  works  as  those  included  in  this 
bill.  All  must  concede  their  importance.  Unless  we 
foster  and  protect  commerce,  that  bounUful  source  of 
revenue  must  dry  up  and  disappoint  us.  I  am  desirous 
of  correcting  what  aeema  to  be  an  erroneous  impression 
of  some  in  relation  to  a  portion  of  these  works.  1  refer 
to  those  on  the  lakes.  They  have  been  spoken  of  in 
terms  of  disparagement,  and  as  not  being  within  the 
avenues  of  commerce,  or  the  sphere  of  naval  operations. 
Those  who  entertain  these  views  follow  false  lights. 
The  history  of  the  last  war  will  shed  some  light  on  this 
subject.  Three  of  these  lakes  were  then  skirted  by 
settlements,  and  two  of  them  will  ever  be  remembered 
as  the  theatre  of  the  achievements  of  Perry  and  McDon- 
ough.  The  victoriea  of  Erie  and  Champlain  will  never 
be  forgotten  while  valor  is  cherished  by  our  citizens. 
The  Ontario  fleet  was  not  unimportant;  and  at  the  close 
of  the  war  y«ur  navy  yard  at  Sackett's  harbor  ahowed 
two  ships  of  the  largeat  class  on  the  stocks,  while  several 
smaller  ones  were  afloat.  One,  if  not  both,  of  the  for- 
mer, are  still  owned  and  preserved  by  the  Government . 
There  are  now  five  of  these  inland  seas  studded  with 
cities,  villages,  and  settlements,  rivalling  those  on  the 
Atlantici  each  of  them  important  to  present  commercial 
and  future  nava^  operations.  Our  next  war  for  '*  free 
trade  and  sailors'  rights"  may  be  on  those  lakes.  An 
enemy  will  find  more  there  to  destroy  than  in  1812. 
Commerce  has  sprung  up  on  them,  and  these  lakes  are 
i\pw  covered  with  steamboats  and  vessels,  freighted  with 
thousands  of  our  citizens  and  millions  of  our  commerce. 
The  want  of  searoom  and  natural  harbors  renders  the 
navigation  of  the  Ukes  hazardous,  and  hence  it  becomes 
a  matter  of  strict  duty  to  light  the  .coast  and  construct 
artificial  harbors.  Shall  we  refuse  this,  when  the  Gov- 
ernment has  more  money  than  it  can  use  for  other  pur- 
poses— when  there  is  a  surplus?  Thousands  of  people 
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leave  Buffalo  every- day  for  the  West^  to  settle  on  the 
pablic  lands;  vast  numbers  leave  other  places.  Boats 
are  crowded  with  men,  women,  and  children,  and  their 
very  numbers  increase  their  perils  in  case  of  danger. 
Patriotism  and  duty  point  to  them  as  objects  of  national 
protection.  These  lakes,  at  this  time,  require  more  of 
the  attention  of  this  Government  than  the  Atlantic,  which 
has  long  felt  its  fostering  care.  The  wilderness  on  the 
lakes  has  disappeared,  and  given  place  to  cultivation  and 
thrift,  that  will  not  suffer  by  comparison  with  any  part 
of  the  Union.  The  region  which  was  borne  down  and 
buried  in  distress  and  poverty  in  a  war  growing  out  of 
commercial  operations  on  the  Atlantic,  is  now  the  abode 
of  health  and  plenty;  and  I  ask  you  to  cherish  its  interests 
in  the  same  liberal  spirit  that  you  do  the  older  regions. 
Let  the  benign  influences  of  this  Government  fall  equal- 
ly upon  all,  as  far  as  a  strict  adherence  to  the  constitu- 
tion will  permit.^ 

The  commerce  on  the  Atlantic  now  has  not  only  all 
that  is  asked  for  the  lakes,  but  we  float  a  navy  at  the 
eost  of  annual  millions  to  protect  it.  Every  hundred 
millions  of  that  commerce  costs  this  Government  several 
to  guard  and  protect  it  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home.  Shall 
we,  then,  grudge  a  small  pittance  for  the  home  protec- 
tion of  that  on  our  own  inland  seas^  I  hope  not.  This 
would  not  be  liberal  or  just,  or  worthy  of  the  American 
character.  I  think  I  have  shown  these  improvements 
to  be  within  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress;  that 
they  are  so  received  by  the  executive  branch  of  this 
Government,  and  have  received  the  sanction  of  every 
Congress  for  many  years.  That  these  works  are  neces- 
sary is  admitted  by  all.  I  then  appeal  to  this  House  to 
provide  for  them  before  we  dispose  of  a  surplus,  which 
can  only  exist,  as  the  word  implies,  after  all  necessary 
constitutional  works  are  fully  provided  for.  When  all 
is  done  that  ought  to  be  done  for  all  national  purposes, 
if  a  real  surplus  is  found  to  exist,  the  people,  whose  in* 
terests  alone  are  aflTected  by  it,  will  decide- whether  the 
taxes  shall  be  reduced  to  the  necessities  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  whether  the  constitution  shall  be  altered,  so  as 
to  raise  money  for  distribution.  Until  then  let  us  con- 
tinue our  public  works  with  a  spirit  worthy  of  Americans. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  should  here  have  concluded  my  re- 
marks, but  for  the  extraordinary  attack  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbli.]  on  two  of  the  committees 
of  this  House — the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and 
Committee  on  Commerce — and,  through  them,  upon  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House.  I  am  a  member  of  the 
latter  committee,  and  feel  it  my  duly  to  repel  the  charge 
so  distinctly  and  confldently  made.  That  gentleman  dis- 
tinctly and  confidently  stated  that  these  two  committees 
**  were  organized  on  the  principle  of  extravagance;"  but 
added,  however,  « that  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  mem- 
bers composing  these  committees,  or  their  constituents, 
that  they  were  thus  organized."  This  is  but  a  feeble 
attempt  to  blunt  the  edge  of  the  charge  of  extravagance 
made  against  the  members  of  these  committees,  but  it 
serves  to  give  direction  and  point  to  the  charge  made 
against  the  Speaker,  who  appointed  them.  The  charge 
proclaims  wrong  somewhere;  and  if  it  does  not  rest  with 
the  members  of  the  committees,  nor  their  canst  ituents, 
H  must  of  necessity  rest  upon  the  Speaker.  In  order  to 
sustain  his  imputation  against  the  Speaker  for  censurable 
appointments,  he  must  first  fasten  the  charge  of  extrav- 
agance upon  the  individual  members  of  these  commit- 
tees. In  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  assertion,  he  took  up 
a  list  of  the  committees,  and  read  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
names  of  those  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  and  commented 
separately  on  them,  and  attempted  to  prove,  from  their 
location  alone,  that  they  were  liable  to  his  charge  of  ex- 
travagance in  public  expenditures.  He  mbandoned  his 
undertaking  before  he  finished  the  first  comm  ttee,  and 
despatched  the  othej*  (in  a  lump)  by  bold  assertion  ftlone. 


I  have  an  answer  to  most  of  the  gentleman's  cbargr, 
which,  being  a  matter  of  record  in  this  House,  cannot  be 
the  subject  of  dispute  or  cavil.  At  the  last  session,  that 
gentleman  was  Speaker,  and  appointed  the  committees. 
Here  is  a  list  of  these  two  committees,  as  then  and  now 
appointed: 

COMMITTIE    OB  WlTS   AVD  MlAHS. 

appointed  by  Mr,  BelL  ^Appointed  hy  Mr.  Polk, 

Polk,  Tennessee,  chairman.     Johnson,  Tennessee. 
Wilde,  Georgia.  Owens,  Georgia. 

Cambreleng,  N.  Y.  Cambreleng,  N.  Y ,  ch'n. 

McKim,  Maryland.  McKim,  Maryland. 

Binney,  Pennylvania.  Ingersoll,  Pennsylvania. 

Loyall,  Virginia.  Loyall,  Virginia. 

McRinley,  Alabama.  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Hubbard,  N.  H.  Smith,  Maine. 

Corwin,  Ohio.      ,  Corwin,  Ohio. 

It  is  known  to  us  all,  that  but  five  of  the  former  com- 
mittee are  now  members  of  this  House.  The  late  chair- 
man is  now  Speaker.  The  other  four  are  retained  on 
this  committee,  where  the  late  Speaker  placed  them. 
To  supply  his  own  place,  so  far  as  location  is  concerned, 
the  present  Speaker  selected  his  own  colleague,  [Mr. 
Cavb  JouRsoir,]  whom  the  gentleman  placed,  at  the  last 
session,  at  the  head  of  a  very  important  committee. 
Every  member  of  this  House  knows  that  he  is  one  of  the 
most  thorough  opponents  to  extravagance  in  it.  He  is 
a  rigid  economist  with  the  public  money,  and  his  voice 
and  his  vote  are  always  against  profuse  expenditures.  I 
always  consider  him  a.  safe  guide  when  he  goes  for  a 
public  expenditure.  If  there  is  a  thorough  radical  in 
this  House,  he  is  one.  In  place  of  Mr.  Binney  we  have 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  his  successor,  and  in  place  of  Mr.  Wilde» 
Mr.  Owens,  from  the  same  State.  I  believe  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  be  troubled  to  prove  them  more  extrav- 
agant than  their  predecessoi'S,  uho  were  of  his  own  se- 
lecting. I  believe  he  did  not  continue  his  charge  when 
he  reached  their  names.  The  next  change  is  placing 
Mr.  Smith  in  place  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  who  is  now  in  the 
Senate.  So  far  from  making  a  charge  of  extravagance 
against  him,  he  spoke  of  that  gentleman's  report  on  har- 
bors, and  paid  his  economy  a  compliment.  The  only  re- 
maining ch%pge  is  that  of  Mr.  Lawrence  in  place  of  Mr. 
McKinTey^  Mr.  Lawrence  comes  from  the  same  district 
formerly  represented  by  Mr.  Gorham,  who  occupied  the 
same  place  on  the  committee.  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
is  particularly  liable  to  this  charge  of  extravagance.  He 
is,  however,  a  political  associate  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  I  leave  them  to  settle  the  matter  between  them. 

Here  is  a  list  of  the  former  and  present  Committee  on 
Commerce: 

Appointed  by  Mr,  Bell.  Appointed  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Sutherland,  Pa.,  chairman,  Sutherland,  Pa.,chairman. 
Harper,  N.  H.  ^       Cushmao,  N.  H. 

Pinckney,  S.  C.  Pinckney,  S.  C. 

Heath,  Md.  Ingham,  Cf. 

Pearce,  R.  I.  Pearce,  R.  I. 

Gillet,  N.  Y.  Gillet,  N.  Y. 

Phillips,  Mass.  Phillips,  Mass. 

Johnson,  La.  Johnson,  La. 

Morgan,  N.  Y.  McKeon,  N.  Y. 

Prom  this  it  will  be  seen  that  six  out  of  nine  (all  that 
are  now  members)  are  precisely  the  same  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  gentleman  himself.  The  changes  are, 
Mr.  Cushman  in  place  of  Mr.  Harper,  from  the  same 
State;  and  Mr.  McKeon  in  place  of  Mr.  Morgan,  from  the 
same  district;  and  Mr.  Ingham,  from  Saybrook^^Connecli- 
cut,  instead  of  Mr.  Heath,  of  Baltimore.  Messrs.  Cush- 
man, Ingham,  and  McKeon,  will  not  suffer  by  a  comparison 
with  their  predecessors  on  the  committee,  who  were 
honorable  men.  The  warm  effort  of  Mr.  Heath  to  pro- 
cure a  large  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  railroad 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4459 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


4460 


II.  01  R.] 


Improvement  of  Barbora. 


[Jvvt  24|  1836. 


from  Baltimore  to  Washington  cannot  have  been  forgot- 
ten by  many  present.  I  will  add^  as  it  relates  to  myself, 
that  there  is  not  even  an  application  from  my  district  for 
an  appropriation  for  any  public  purpose.  There  is  not 
a  man  in  my  district,  to  my  knowledge,  who  is  interest- 
ed in  any  Western  land  speculation.  I  will  now  ask,  with 
what  propriety  does  the  honorable  gentleman  charge 
that  this  committee  was  formed  on  the  principle  of  ex- 
travagance? The  present  Speaker  had  his  own  authority 
for  appointing  two  thirds  of  them,  and  for  the  location, 
which  seems  to  be  his  principal  proof,  of  all  except  one. 
The  gentleman  shrunk  from  the  task  of  pointing  out,  on 
this  committee,  the  names  of  those  who,  from,  location 
or  other  cause,  were  tainted  with  extravagance.  Sir, 
the  charge  is  unfounded,  both  as  it  relates  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  and  the  Speaker.  That  gentle- 
man needs  some  proof  besides  location  and  naked  asser- 
tion, to  sustain  his  charge  against  either.  He  will  find 
the  votes  of  the  members  of  the  present  committees  are 
as  free  from  censure  as  those  of  persons  differently  loca- 
ted, and  as  free  asTTiose  who  were  appointed  by  him.  A 
proper  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  members  of  this 
House,  and  the  country,  ought  to  have  induced  him  to 
have  withheld  his  charge  until  he  could  have  sustainefl 
it  by  better  evidence. 

But,  sir,  these  committees  were  not,  in  my  judgmen*, 
the  principal  objects  of  attack.  He  could  have  had  but 
little  object  in  dealing  blows  at  them.  To  him  it  is  far 
more  important,  and  it  is  more  consonant  with  the  drifl 
of  his  labors  during  this  session,  to  make  the  Speaker's 
seat  an  uneasy  one — to-  make  it  totter  under  him.  His 
rival  occupies  that  station,  which  is  the  highest  in  this 
House,  and  one  of  the  most  honorable  in  the  nation. 
He  failed  to  unite  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
celebrated  caucus  at  the  last  session.  He  stood,  in  1834, 
almost  the  sole  champion  of  the  President  from  Ten- 
nessee. He  resisted,  with  all  the  force  of  strong  argu- 
ment, the  multiplied  attacks  on  the  President  for  re- 
moving the  deposites.  He  is  now  his  fast  friend.  He 
has  been  elected  Speaker  by  the  votes  of  the  friends  of 
the  administration;  by  the  votes  of  those  who  then  sus- 
tained the  Pre<;ident,  and  who  now  sustain  him.  The 
honorable  gentleman,  though  almost  the  sole  opposing 
candidate,  failed  of  success.  I  leave  him  t»  tell  by  the 
votes  of  what  party  he  was  sustained.  If  the  national 
republicans,  nullifiers,  and  abolitionists,  had  any  candid 
date  but  himself,  he  can  name  him.  If,  in  1834,  or 
since,  he  has  uttered  a  word  in  defence  of  the  Hero  of 
New  Orleans,  he  will  confer  an  obligation  by  pointing  it 
out.  This  session,  the  journals  will  show  bow  often  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  followed  the  lead  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adaks,]  and  voted 
with  the  special  friends  of  Messrs.  Clay  and  Calhoun  and 
the  abolitionists,  and  in  opposition  to  the  friends  of  the 
President.  When  a  member  of  the  party  with  which  he 
is  acting,  in  the  last  Congress,  called  his  constituent  (the 
Presiident)  a  toothless  tyrant,  I  ask,  did  he  raise  his  voice 
to  resent  it?  Did  he  hurl  back  the  slander,  as  honora- 
ble gentUmen  usually  do,  when  their  constituents  are 
attacktd }  If  he  did,  r  did  nut  hear  it.  It  is  the  present 
Speaker  who  repelled  all  such  attacks.  Unless  defend- 
ing  the  President,  and  declining  to  attend  the  caucus, 
are  crimes,  I  know  not  what  offence  the  Speaker  has 
been  guilty  of,  that  he  should  be  hunted  down  by  his 
colleague.  If,  before  he  refused  to  attend  that  caucus, 
he  was  known  to  the  ex-Speaker  to  have  been  of  such 
doubtful  integrity  as  his  present  charge  implies,  how 
did  he  reconcile  it  with  the  dictates  of  duty  to  appoint 
him  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  must  prominent  place  he  could  assign  him  in  the 
organization  of  the  House?  Spectators  view  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  course,  at  this  session,  as  designed  to 
burl  bis  succcssfol  rival  from  the  obair«  and  prostrate 


him  in  disgrace.  How  was  this  to  be  done?  Not  by 
open  and  bold  attack  at  the  commencement,  which  could 
be  repelled,  but  by  the  subtilty  of  indirection.  What 
has  been  his  course  this  session  towards  his  colleague, 
who  must  occupy  the  chair  in  silence?  At  the  very  out- 
set of  this  session,  while  smarting  under  the  sting  of  de- 
feat, he  began  his  complaints  about  the  rules  of  orderi 
they  were  wrong.  He  would  not  say  that  the  present 
incumbent  did  actually  abuse  his  power  under  them, 
but  he  might  do  bo{  they  were  liable  to  great  abuse;  the 
freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  people  depended  upoit 
taking  away  the  vast  and  frightflil  power  collected  in 
the  hands  of  the  Speaker.  Yes,  sir,  aa  soon  as  bis  rival 
became  the  expounder  of  these  rules,  which  have  been 
in  use  for  years,  he  desires  them  altered.  But  while  be 
was  in  the  chair,  the  Speaker's  power  under  them  ex- 
cited no  terror,  no  alarm,  in  his  bosom.  The  power 
waa  aafe  in  hia  hands,  when  he  was  applying  the  rulca 
to  his  rival  and  others;  hut  when  taken  from  him,  and 
given  to  another,  this  hall  echoes  with  the  notes  of  hi* 
fears.  Years  have  rolled  by  without  an  effort,  so  fi^r  aa 
I  can  learn,  on  his  part,  to  limit  I  hia  dreaded  power. 
Now,  its  safety  is  doubted  in  the  handa  of  one  whom  tlie 
majority  preferred  over  him  for  Speaker.  The  gei^« 
erosity  and  nobleness  of  all  this  t  will  not  now  comment 
upon.  I  will  here  remark,  that  those  who  have  aban- 
doned the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  joined  the  standard  f 
his  enemies,  usually  remove  the  mask  by  degrees.  They 
usually  commence  by  throwing  out  insinuations,  and  end 
in  the  use  of  assertion.  The  effort  is  first  to  induce  a 
belief  that  there  is  something  wrong  in  the  President 
known  to  themi  next,  that  he  is  changing;  then  changed} 
and  all  ends  in  pronouncing  him  entirely  unworthy  of 
support.  They  never  commence  boldly,  and  admit  their 
own  change,  but  slip  off  by  degrees,  like  deserters. 
The  public  min^must  first  be  prepared  by  insinuation 
and  suspicion,  before  it  will  believe  a  charge  not  fully 
sustained  by  proof. 

Sir,  if  the  people  could  be  led  to  doubt  whether  the 
rules  were  fairly  applied  and  properly  executed,  they 
might  then  the  more  readily  believe  the  charge  that  they 
actually  had  not  been.  Settle  this  belief  firmly,  and 
then  they  would  the  more  readily  believe  the  allegation 
that  the  committees  were  appointed  on  the  principle  of 
extravagance.  Without  tbeae  preliminary  ateps,  this 
charge  would  find  few  believers.  What  is  here  mere 
insinuiktion  in  these  things,  swelling  with  the  distance  it 
travels,  when  it  reaches  Tennessee,  becomes  matter  of 
positive  allegation  and  belief. 

Sir,  1  know  the  presiding  ofBcer  of  this  House  well. 
I  have  for  three  yeara  been  a  witness  to  his  manly  and 
honorable  course  in  defence  of  the  administration,  the 
constitution,  and  rights  of  the  people;  and  until  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  opened  his  batteriea  upon  him,  I  never 
heard  even  an  insinuation  breathed  against  him.  Even 
his  political  opponents  bear  testimony  to  his  capacity, 
honesty,  and  impartiality.  The  honorable  testimony  of 
Mr.  Banks,  on  resigning  his  seat  here,  to  this  effect,  is  a 
matter  of  record  on  the  files  of  the  House.  The  wit- 
nesses of  his  liberality,  ability,  firmness,  and  honesty,  are 
on  every  aide  of  me.  I  can  hardly  imagine  that  any 
thing  short  of  deep-rooted  personal  hostility  could  in- 
duce any  man,  an  observer  of  his  acts,  to  charge  him  with 
official  misconduct,  either  in  executing  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House,  or  in  the  formation  of  the  committeea.  If 
record  evidence  is  needed  as  to  the  correctness  alVd  pro- 
priety of  hia  decisions,  we  have  it  in  the  strong  and  deci- 
sive vote  by  which  his  decisions  are  uniformly  sustained. 
The  names  of  his  political  opponents,  aa  well  as  bisfriends, 
are  found  sustaining  these  decisions.  At  this  session 
thirty-three  appeals  have  been  taken.  Three  of  them 
were  laid  on  the  table,  which  ia  equivalent  to  sua* 
taining  him}  nine  of  them  were  ^i^^^pj|p\(^A)^^'^ 
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who  appealed;  twenty  afBrmed,  and  but  one  reversed. 
In  the  latter  caae,  he  gave  a  more  liberal  construction  to 
a  new  order  than  the  House  decided  it  was  its  intention 
it  should  bear.  In  this  decision  the  Speaker  was  sustain- 
ed by  the  yoice  and  vote  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 
Certainly  he  cannot  complain  of  that  decision.  If  the 
Speaker's  decisions  had  not  been  characterized  by  sound 
judgment  and  great  fairness,  he  never  would  have  been 
80  triumphantly  sustained. 

The  honorable  gentleman  makes  another  charge, 
which,  in  its  consequences,  is  calculated  to  injure  the 
Speaker.  He  says,  at  this  session  there  has  been  great 
disorder  in  the  House.  This  seems  intended  to  convey 
the  idea  that  he  is  not  competent  to  preserve  order. 
This  is  not  a  reproach  upon  his  honesty,  but  a  disparage- 
ment of  his  capacity,  and  is  calculated  to  have  effect  out 
of  this  House.  It  seems  to  be  designed  to  have  the  or- 
der of  this  session  contrasted  with  the  past.  I  must  con- 
fess that  this  effort  of  the  ex-Speaker  to  show  his  suc- 
cessor to  disadvantage,  by  comparison  with  himself,  is 
an  interesting  specimen  of  modesty.  That  there  has 
been  disorder  in  the  House^  I  do  not  deny;  but  I  deny 
that  it  is  the  fault  of  the  presiding  officer.  That  gentle- 
man told  us  long  since,  that  the  minority  were  always 
restive  and  uneasy,  and  if  they  could  not  accomplish 
their  objects  orderly,  they  would  do  so  disorderly;  and 
that  it  was  natural  for  those  who  were  restrained  io  find 
fault.  I  leave  others  to  say  whether  his  is  not  a  fair  il- 
lustration of  this  last  position.  He  knows  full  well  that 
the  disorders  have  proceeded  mostly  from  those  whom 
be  described  as  restrained.  When  gentlemen  were  out 
of  order,  T  should  like  to  know  how  of^en  he  has  voted 
them  to  be  so,  and  to  prevent  their  going  on.  I  should 
be  happy  to  learn  that  he  had,  even  for  once,  endeavored 
to  use  his  influence  to  check  disorders.  The  command- 
ing position  of  that  gentleman  would  enable  him  to  effect 
much  in  quieting  thos^  who  were  restrained,  if  he  chose 
to  do  so.  But  the  journals  will  show,  that  he  had  even 
moved  to  allow  a  men-^ber,  decided  tu  be  out  of  order  by 
a  vote  of  the  House,  to  proceed.  I  will  not  name  those 
from  whom  the  disorder  proceeds,  but  this  House  and 
the  country  know  who  they  are,  and  their  relation  to 
that  gentleman.  I  hope  he  will  now  allow  the  Speaker 
a  respite,  and  that  he  will  turn  his  attention  to  those 
who  have  been  the  authors  of  tlie  disorders  complained 
of,  and  read  them  such  a  lesson  as  shall  prevent  like  fu- 
ture occurrences. 

The  gentleman  is  sorely  annoyed  with  the  Globe  and 
several  other  papers,  and  occasionally  occupies  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  with  a  chapter  of  grief;)  on  their 
account.  1  know  little  of  the  merits  of  his  controversies 
with  them,  and  shall  not  attempt  their  defence  while 
they  are  so  able  to  defend  themselves.  It  is  not  beyond 
probability  that  we  should  hear  little  on  this  score,  if  he 
was  altogether  victorious  in  his  conflicts  with  them,  ft 
is  not  usually  the  victor  who  complains  of  his  antagonist. 

The  gentleman  has  often  complained,  this  session,  of 
the  rule  of  the  House  wliich  authorizes  the  demand  of 
the  previous  ^ueition.  He  and  his  friends  have  heaped 
showers  of  epithets  upon  it,  catling  it  the  engine  of 
tyranny,  gag-law,  &c.,  until  an  old  and  valuable  rule  of 
the  House  is  in  danger  of  being  considered  highly  excep- 
tionable and  improper.  I  will  here  take  occasion  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  previous  question.  The 
constitution  authorizes  each  House  to  make  rules  for  the 
government  of  its  own  proceedings.  This  House  long 
since  adopted  rules  which  are  now  in  operation.  These 
rules  have  in  view  the  order  and  despatch  of  business. 
Among  them  is  the  rule  giving  the  previous  question, 
which  terminates  debate.  I  am  informed  that  in  the 
British  Parliament  no  such  rule  exists,  and  the  only  way 
to  stop  debate  is  to  cough  down  whoever  attempts  to 
speak  against  the  will  of  a  majority.    Our  rule  is  liable 


to  fewer  objections,  and  is  better  adapted  to  the  promo- 
tion of  order  and  good  feeling.  Without  it,  a  small  num- 
ber may  control  the  action  of  the  House,  and  defeat  all 
business.  The  country  might  look  in  vain  fur  the  trans- 
action of  public  business,  if  a  minority  could  defeat  it  by 
constant  taTking.  The  previous  question  is  seldom  call- 
ed until  the  main  question  is  understood.  All  parties, 
when  in  a  majority,  resort  to  its  use.  It  is  true  it  may 
be  abused,  as  it  was,  in  my  judgment,  by  the  present 
minority  (then  in  the  majority)  in  1832,  on  the  bank 
question.  It  is  not  the  use,  but  the  abuse  of  it,  that  can 
ever  properly  be  objected  to.  Nearly  every  old  mem- 
ber here,  as  the  journals  show,  has  voted  for  it.  The 
bill  to  secharter  the  United  States  Bank,  and  Mr. 
Clay's  land  bill,  passed  this  House  by  the  use  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  nearly  every  opponent  of  the  administra- 
tion voting  for  it.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has 
voted  for  this  motion.  The  journals  show  that  in  one  of 
the  votes  connected  with  the  passage  of  the  **  bloody 
bill,''  as  it  is  catled,  he  voted  for  it.  They  also  show 
that,  on  the  celebrated  resolutions  concerning  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  deposites,  and  the  recharter  of  the  Uni- 
ted Spates  Hank,  in  1834,  he  voted  for  the  previous 
Jiuestion.  The  journal  of  this  session  shows  him  voting 
ur  that  question  on  the  pension  bill,  which  was  very 
little  discussed.  This  motion  is  now  often  made  by  his 
own  friends.  It  was  demanded  the  other  day  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Lewis,]  who  very  per- 
tinently remarked  to  his  friends,  that  it  was  not  their 
speeches,  but  their  votes,  that  he  wanted.  If  it  is  wrong 
to  vote  for  this  question,  the  gentleman  and  his  associates 
are  as  guilty  as  others.  If  it  is  right,  I  really  hope  he 
will  cease  hi^  complaints  concerning  it. 

The  gentleman  complains  that  there  has  been  no  op- 
portunity for  political  discussion  this  session .  This  is  a 
strange  complaint  to  come  from  that  quarter.  To  give 
other  members  all  of  whom  have  the  same  right  tu 
claim  that  he  has,  the  same  time  at  political  discussion 
which  he  has  taken  on  two  bills  this  session,  would  re- 
quire a  session  of  about  three  years.  On  the  9th  of 
February,  when  the  navy  appropriation  bill  came  up,  he 
moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation?,  I  believe,  one  half, 
and  opened  a  political  discussion  on  it,  which  terminated 
the  7tb  of  April.  The  gentleman  then  occupied  the 
time  of  the  House  about  four  days.  In  the  end,  on  a 
motion  in  the  same  words  as  his  own,  although  sitting 
in  the  House,  be  was  silent  and  did  not  vote  for  it.  But 
six  voted  for  that  reduction.  Why  he  made  a  motion 
that  he  did  not  vote  for,  !  cannot  say.  If  the  motion 
was  made  with  the  view  of  having  it  prevail,  I  should 
have  expected  him  to  have  voted  for  it?  but  if  merely  to 
allow  him  a  chance  at  political  discussion,  which  he  ac- 
tually enjoyed,  then  this  complaint  is  groundless.  When 
this  bill  came  up,  he  made  a  motion  to  str'ke  out  the 
enacting  clause,  and  followed  up  his  motion  by  a  six 
hours'  speech,  entirely  political,  relating  to  almost  every 
thing  but  the  question  before  the  House,  and  at  the  end 
of  it  withdrew  his  motion.  This  is  a  practical  comment- 
ary upon  his  ^complaints.  The  country  will  decide 
whe^thtr  Presiden^-makiiig  is  the  business  which  they 
send  us  here  to  triinsact,  to  the  neglect  of  all  other  busi- 
ness, and  whether  he  has  had  a  sufficient  opportunity  at 
it.  The  gentleman,  though  hard  pressed  for  time  for 
political  discussion,  has  nevertheless  found  enough  to 
enable  hinf  to  visit  New  York,  to  study  her  institution^ 
and  particularly  her  politics.  His  discoveries  are  im- 
portant, and  deserve  to  be  recorded,  to  show  his  good 
will  towards  us.  He  has  compared  my  fellow-citizens  to 
the  ruthless  sfivages,  who,  by  deeds  of  blood  and  vio- 
lence, were  a  terror  to  all  who  surrounded  them.  I  envy 
not  the  feelings  of  a  statesman  who  allows  himself  to 
make  such  comparisons  of  a  virtuous  and  good  people. 
My  native  State  manages  her  afiaini  in  a^  manner  latisfac- 
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tory  to  herself,  and  cons'iBient  with  her  prosperity;  and 
the  shaft  of  envy,  by  whatever  arm  It  may  be  hurled, 
will  fall  harmless  at  her  feet.  She  neither  offers  nor  re- 
ceives dictation;  and  if  he  is  really  a  State  rights  man, 
we  shall  expect  he  will  allow  us  the  privilege,  which 
other  States  enjoy,  of  managing  our  own  affairs  in  our 
own  way.  We  shall  not  qiiarfel  with  Tennessee,  be- 
cause about  a  dozen  of  her  members  uf  Congress, 
through  a  caucus,  attempted  to  bring  out  a  presidential 
candidate;  and  I  hope  he  will  allow  us  the  privilege  of  se- 
lecting candidates  in  our  own  way,  by  conventions  of  the 
people,  as  has  been  the  custom  of  both  parties  for  many 
years.  In  connexion  with  this  subject,  he  spoke  of  a  sys- 
tem of  rewards  and  punishment!>,  and  that  it  extended 
to  the  operations  of  the  Federal  Government.  '  He  told 
us  partisans  were  rewarded  and  punished  according  to 
their  compliance  with,  or  resistance  to,  dictation.  He 
referred  to  our  minister  to  England,  (Mr.  Stevenson,)  to 
Mr.  Taney,  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Speaker,  and  others,  to 
illustrate  and  prove  his  position.  If  he  intends  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  either  of  these  gentlemen  have  aban- 
doned their  republican  principles,  or  acted  contrary  to 
their  own  sense  of  public  duty,  at  the  bidding  of  any 
one,  I  take  issue  with  him,  and  challenge  his  proofs. 
The  President,  as  well  as  a  majority  of  this  House,  has 
selected  able  and  competent  friends  for  high  »»talions, 
nstead  of  opponents.  In  this,  the  President  followed 
the  course  or  Mr.  Jefferson  and  our  other  Presidents. 
The  gentleman  selects  from  his  friends,  and  is  support- 
ed by  his  friends.  But  why  does  he  refer  to  the  Speaker 
as  having  received  his  reward^  He  has,  with  great  ener- 
gy and  success,  sustained  the  present  administration,  and 
continues  steady  in  its  support.  Is  there  any  thing  wrong 
in  this?  In  the  last  Congres%  the  gentleman  generally 
voted  with  him;  but  with  whom  does  he  now  vote.'  The 
jtiurnals  show  the  House  divided  now,  as  it  was  then, 
except  the  gentleman  and  some  of  his  colleagues  are 
found  voting  with  the  nuUifierp,  federalists,  and  bank 
men,  all  of  whom  are,  and  have  been,  the  President's 
ardent  and  bitter  opponents.  In  selecting  a  Speaker, ' 
the  majority  gave  the  known  friend  of  the  President  a 
preference  over  one  who  was  supported  by  his  oppo- 
nents, and  one  whose  friendship  was  justly  doubted.  If 
this  is  a  reward,  it  is  the  reward  of  merit,  honestly  and 
intelligently  bestowed.  But  how  stands  his  own  case? 
He  was  once  made  Speaker  by  opposition  votes,  and  was 
the  candidate  of  that  party  this  session.  Was  there  any 
reward,  actual  or  attempted,  on  either  of  these  occasions? 
Does  he  not  see  that  his  charge  may  be  turned  upon  him- 
self? If  one,  continuing  with  his  friends,  receives  a 
mark  of  distinguished  consideration  from  them,  and  it  is 
called  a  reward,  what  term  shall  we  apply  to  one,  when 
a  similar  favor  is  shown  or  attempted,  when  he  changes 
aides' 

The  gentleman  exclaims  vehemently  against  those  in 
power;  his  indictment  is  general,  embracing  all  who 
differ  with  him  in  opinion,  but  is  always  without  specifi- 
cations. Will  he  ever  specify  the  wrongs,  'and  the  crim- 
inals, so  that  the  latter  may  be  arraigned,  tried,  convict- 
ed,  and  punished?  Duty  requires  specific  exposures,  if 
he  is  apprized  of  these  alleged  wrongs.  He  who  con- 
ceals a  crime  known  to  him  has  a  heavy  responsibility  on 
his  shoulders.  The  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  power 
of  the  Executive  in  this  House  controlled  the  majority. 
This  is  the  charge,  stripped  of  all  verbiage.  Many  of 
his  friends  have  sought  to  establish  it.  If  it  is  true,  this 
charge  is  a  serious  one,  deserving  high  consideration.  If 
such  influence  is  exercised  to  promote  laudable  pur- 
poses, he  of  course  will  not  object  to  the  end,  but  dep. 
recate  the  means  only.  If  it  is  exercised  for  bad  pur- 
poses, he  ought  to  complain,  and  duty  requires  him  to 
expose  it.  He  will  perceive  that  he  makes  a  serious 
charge,  not  only  against  the  President,  but  against  the 


members  of  this  House.  Is  be  prepared  to  sustain  it?  If 
so,  I  hope  he  will  give  us  his  proof.  He  has  also  told 
us,  in  another  part  of  the  speech,  that  the  President  and 
hia  party  were  against  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  coming  into  this  House.  He  informed  us  that 
this  was  an  effort  to  gull  the  people,  and  then  gravely 
inquired  if  the  representatives  of  the  ped|}le  were  not  to 
be  trusted  with  the  power  conferred  on  them  by  the 
constitution?  Now,  it  is  quite  certain,  if  the  President 
has  and  can  exercise  the  alarming  and  tremendous  power 
over  this  House  which  he  has  described  to  us,  then  they 
are  not  to  be  trusted.  He  told  us  the  President  was  at- 
tempting to  appoint  a  successor.  If  the  election  comes 
into  the  House,  and  he  desires  thus  to  appoin*,  then,  on 
the  gentleman's  own  ground,  he  will  be  certain  to  do  it, 
and  the  people  should  guard  against  the  possibility  of  his 
exercising  this  power.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  Presi- 
dent either  has  not  the  power  over  the  House  which  he 
ascribes  to  him,  or  the  House  is  not  to  be  trusted;  and  I 
leave  the  gentleman  to  reconcile  his  different  positions. 
If  the  President  has  this  power,  and  wishes  to  appoint  a 
successor,  I  cannot  perceive  how  the  gentleman  can  be 
willing  to  trust  the  election  to  this  House,  nor  how  the 
President  and  his  friends  can  object  to  its  coming  into 
the  House,  if  it  is  certain  that  the  former  has  and  exer- 
cises the  influence  here  which  the  gentleman  ascribes  to 
him. 

If  lean  understand  another  of  his  charges,  he  alleges 
that  one  of  the  reasons  why  large  appropriations  are 
sought  to  be  made  is,  to  increase  the  patronage  of  the 
General  Government,  so  that  it  can  control  the  elections. 
The  President,  in  vetoing  the  Maysviile  road  bill,  the 
bill  to  recliarter  the  United  States  Bank,  and  other  bills, 
desired  to  limit  executive  patronage.  You,  sir,  and 
every  person  who  has  held  an  executive  station,  must 
know  that  the  dispensation  of  patronage  is  the  most 
troublesome  of  all  executive  duties.  I  will  ask  the  gen- 
tleman if  the  President  hus  changed  his  views  on  this 
subject  since  he  gave  those  vetoes?  If  he  has  changed 
his  opinions,  I  ask  for  the  proof.  He  often  entertains  us 
with  an  account  of  the  alarming  numbers  of  office-hold- 
ers; and  on  one  occasion,  by  including  among  them  the 
pensioners,  swelled  their  numbers  to  sixty  thousand. 
Whether  the  war-worn  soldier  is  an  officer,  or  not,  I 
leave  others  to  decide.  They  were  enumerated  to  swell 
the  number  of  those  whom  he  alleges  confoim  their  acts 
to  the  executive  will.  If  he  really  feared  that  the  Exec- 
utiv<^ould  abuse  his  trust  in  this  respect,  how  did  it 
happen  that  the  other  day  he  voted  for  a  pension  bill 
which  is  likely  to  add  thousands  to  the  list,  extending  the 
system  beyond  all  former  precedent?  Yes,  sir;  he  not 
only  voted  for  thut  bill,  but,  when  the  discussion  had 
hardly  commenced,  voted  for  the  previous  question  on 
it.  Why  did  be  vote/or  the  previous  question?  Was  it 
to  save  time?  If  so,  why,  a  week  afterwaids,  at  the 
heel  of  the  session,  did  he  speak  aix  hours  on  this  bill, 
and  then  withdraw  his  motion  at  the  end  of  his  speech? 

My  colleague,  [Mr.  Vahocdfokl,]  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, commented  upon  the  gentleman's  course,  in  not 
raising  his  voice  in  defence  of  the  President  for  remov- 
ing  the  deposites.  He  assigned,  in  reply,  this  extraordi- 
nary reason:  that  he  knew  too  much  of  the  secret  springs 
which  produced  that  measure.  The  meaning  of  this  is, 
that  there  was  something  wrong  and  censurable  at  the 
bottom  of  this  measure,  which  he  knew  and  condemned; 
and  we  may  infer  the  public  would  have  done  so,  if  it 
had  known  it.  I  ask  why,  if  there  was  any  thing  wrongs 
known  to  him,  he  did  not  disclose  it?  As  an  honettt  and 
fearless  representative,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  so; 
but  if  there  was  nothing  wrong,  why  assign  such  a  rea- 
son for  bis  silence?  He  has  either  assigned  a  bad,  incor- 
rect, and  useless  reason,  or  he  has  neglected  his  duty  to 
the  public  in  not  apprizing  others  of  thereasun.  which 
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operated  upon  him,  and  which  might  have  changed  iheii* 
Views,  and  ihe  decision  of  that  subject.  In  one  part  o^ 
his  speech  he  told  us  that  the  President  was  a  high- 
minded,  honorable,  independent  man;  in  another  he  in- 
formed us  that  he  had  violated  his  pledges,  by  interfe- 
ring in  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  was  ruled  by  bad, 
dishonest  men.  If  the  President  is  honest,  then  he  has 
not  violated  bis  pledges;  and  if  he  is  independent,  then 
he  is  not  controlled  by  others.  I  will  thank  him  to  in- 
form us  which  of  these  positions  are  to  be  relied  upon  as 
correct?  He  further  told  us,  that  although  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  friends  were  committed  against  the  old 
United  States  Bank,  the^  were  not  as  to  a  new  one. 
This  is  a  strange  declaration  to  proceed  from  that  gen- 
tleman. The  President  is  known  to  be  opposed  to  all 
chartered  monopolies.  This  is  the  leading  opinion 
amon^  the  friends  of  the  administration  in  this  House. 
Ko  friend  of  republican  principles  and  equal  rights  will 
ever  vote  for  another  United  States  Bank.  Those  who 
have  read  that  gentleman's  published  speech  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  recharter  will,  however,  be  surprised  that  he 
should  deem  it  censurable  to  vote  for  a  United  States 
Bank. 

The  gentleman  has  talked  much  of  the  acts  and  pro- 
fessions of  the  President  and  his  friends,  by  which  the 
people  were  « gulled."  He  told  us  that  when  it  was 
objected  to  the  election  of  President  coming  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  it  was  an  effort  to  <*gull  the 
people."  1  under»t4nd  it  to  be  the  settled  opinion  of 
the  democracy  of  this  country  that  an  election  ought 
pever  to  come  into  the  House.  But  let  us  luok  back  to 
1824.  What  then  was  the  almost  united  voice  of  Ten- 
nessee? What  said  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  on  this 
subject  then?  Was  there  then  an  attempt  to  gull  the 
people?  General  Jack«<on  then  had  a  large  plurality  of 
the  votes  of  the  people,  but  was  defeated  in  the  House. 
Uis  friends  cried  out  bribery  and  corruption,  and  the 
House-President  and  his  associates  were  expelled  from 
power,  and  the  people's  President  came  into  ofHce. 
The  gentleman  will  hardly  admit  that  General  Jackson's 
friends  were  then  gulling  the  people.  Have  principles 
changed,  or  has  the  gentleman  changed?  He  has  led  us 
to  Greece  and  Rome  to  witness  the  operations  of  tyranny. 
He  has  held  up  to  our  view  Cromwell  kicking  Parlia- 
ment  out  of  dooi  s,  and  Napoleon  ruling  France  at  his 
discretion,  and  then  warned  us  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  executive  power.  Comparing  the  President 
with  tyranny  is  a  new  way  of  demonstrating  friendship. 
It  will  require  something  beyond  the  force  of  comparison 
either  to  make  the  President  a  tyrant,  or  cause  the  peo- 
ple to  believe  him  one.  If  the  gentleman  still  insists 
that  he  is  a  friend  of  the  President,  why  make  these  allu- 
sions and  comparisons?  If  an  opponent,  will  he  admit  it? 
IPVhy  has  he  changed? 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  his  speech,  the  gentleman 
lold  us  that  the  President  and  his  friends  professed  to  be 
in  favor  of  a  gold  and  silver  currency,  which,  on  a  for- 
mer occasios,  the  gentleman  called  the  **  gold  and  silver 
humbug,"  and  remarked  that  this  was  another  effort  to 
giiW  the  people.  He  also  remarked  that  success  in  such 
efforts  seemed  to  depend  upon  the  boldness  with  which 
they  were  made.  1  know  thut  the  President  and  the 
great  body  of  bis  friends  are  in  favor  of  a  constitutional 
currency  I  one  which  possesses  intrinsic  and  uniform 
▼aloe  in  ail  parts  of  the  world «  one  which  gives  the 
inamm'>th  speculators  no  preference  over  the  rest  of  the 
community;  and  one  which  is  opposed  to  those  monopo- 
lies which  are  injurions  to  the  true  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  it  is  wrong  to  entertain  such  constitutional  opin- 
ions  and  publish  them  boldly,  then  indeed  he  and  they 
are  guilty.  That  gentleman,  1  presume,  has  great  con- 
fidence in  this  matter  of  boldness  and  apparent  confi- 
dence {  and,  from  his  free  use  of  therr,  one  m'ght  con- 
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elude  that  with  him  much  depended  upon  themi  for  no 
one  has  ever  exceeded  him  in  bold  and  confident  asser- 
tion. It  seems  to  be  one  of  the  great  weapons  which  be' 
uses  on  nearly  all  occasions.  I  might  pursue  the  gentle- 
man throughout  several  of  his  speeches,  and  show  that 
many  of  his  positions  concerning  the  President  have  lit- 
tle but  this  boldness  of  assertion  to  sustai!\  themibut,  as 
my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gablahd]  suggests,  the 
president  does  not  need  defence  from  these  oft-repulsed 
attacks.  lam  conscious  that  the  arrows  from  the  gentle- 
man's quiver  will  fall  harmless  at  the  President's  feet. 
The  nation  will  protect  his  honor  with  the  same  sacred 
honesty  of  purpose  aa  he  protected  New  Orleans  and 
now  protects  the  constitution.  I  will  leave  to  time  the 
recording  his  decdi  of  valor,  and  to  dispel  any  clouds 
that  may  be  attempted  to  be  raised  to  obscure  or  destroy 
his  fame,  whether  they  are  the  works  of  pretended 
friends  or  real  enemies. 

When  Mr.  Gillbt  had  concluded, 

Mr.  SMITH  said  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to  have 
uttered  a  word,  nor  have  detained  the  committee  a  single 
moment  upon  the  subject  of  either  the  pending  bill,  or 
the  other  bill  of  a  kindred  nature,  reported  by  himself 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  except  to  make 
such  explanations  in  relation  to  the  latter  as  should  be 
called  for  relative  to  facts  which  might,  from  his  peculiar 
situation,  be  supposed  within  his  own  possession,  and 
not  in  possession  ef  members  generally.  Nor  would 
he  have  risen  against  his  intention,  at  this  time,  had  he 
not  discovered,  or  thought  that  he  could  discover,  a 
somewhat  prevalent  inclination  in  this  committee,  now 
in  session,  to  draw  a  distinction  between  the  merits  of 
the  bill  reported  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn« 
sylvania,  [Mr.  SuTasRi.i.BiD,]  and  which  is  technically 
called  the  new  harbor  bill,  and  the  bill  whicl)^  had  been 
laid  aside,  reported  by  himself,  and  which  is  called  the 
old  harbor  bill.  I  have  (said  Mr.  S.)  explained  and  de- 
fended the  purposes  of  this  last-named  bill  to  the  best 
of  my  feeble  abilities,  and  this  committee  have  substan- 
tially and  in  effect  adopted  it,  with  very  slight  additions. 
In  view  of  this  fact,  t  deem  it  my  duty,  a  duty  which  I 
owe  to  this  committee  and  to  the  nation,  now  that  I  see 
an  attempt  made  to  discriminate  between  the  purposes 
and  works  embraced  by  these  two  bills,  and  to  sustain 
the  one  at  the  expense  of  the  other,  to  lay  before  this 
committee  and  the  nation  such  facU  and  views  as  are  at 
once  suggested  to  my  mind  by  such  a  course  of  proce- 
dure, illustrative  of  the  relative  merits  and  claims  of  the 
bill  reported  by  myself,  and  the  bill  now  pending,  re- 
ported by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
'  Mr.  Chairman,  these  biMs  embrace  objects  of  pre- 
cisely one  and  the  same  classification.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  each  to  secure  appropriations  for  the  construction  and 
improvement  of  harbors  upon  the  seacoast,  upon  the  in- 
terior lakes,  and  rivers  in  the  Western  States.  The  one 
is  confined  to  works  of  this  description  already  com- 
menced and  partially  completed;  and  the  other  is  con- 
fined to  works  of  the  same  description,  that  l»ave  been 
projected  at  different  dates,  surveyed,  but  never  com- 
menced  otherwise.  The  appropriations  of  the  one  bill 
(that  reported  by  myself)  amount  to  $939,384  43,  with 
the  amendments  thereto,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  other 
is  $931,2^5  51,  making  a  total  of  $1,860,649  94.  Now, 
it  is-contwided  that  the  superior  merit  of  the  former  bill— 
the  only  distinctive  met  it,  in  truth,  of  that  bill,  over  the^ 
latter  bill— consists  in  the  fact  that  they  are  works  that 
have  been  heretofore  commenced — works  upon  which 
large  sums  of  money  have  already  been  expended-— 
works  that  are  in  a  slate  of  advancement  and  partial 
completion;  while  those  in  the  other  bill  are  altogether 
new.  And  hence  it  id,  as  the  argument  runs,  that  they 
are  entitled  to  a  preference;  and  hence  it  is  that  gentle- 
men upon  this  floor  are  predisposed  to  award  to  them  a 
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preference,  in  making  appropriations  from  the  public  i 
Treasury,  over  the  works  enumerated  in  the  other  bill. 
But,  sir,  when  the  whole  history  of  these  old  works  is 
considered,  and  when  the  condition  of  them  is  taken  into 
ft  just  account,  this  consideration  to  which  I  have  just  ad- 
Terted,  so  far  from  attaching  to  them  pre-eminence  in 
point  o^  meriHover  the  new  works,  absolutely  furnishes 
a  very  strong  if  not  conclusive  argument,  to  my  mind, 
in  favoMif  the  new  works,  even  to  the  neglect  of  the  old 
works.  At  all  events,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  undertake  to  say, 
andti^proclaim  to  the  nation,  that  if  there  be  any  con- 
siderations that  will  justify  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor 
to  his  constituents  and  to  the  country,  for  voting  the 
large  sum  to  which  I  have  alluded,  contained  in  the  old 
barbor  bill  for  the  works  there  mentioned,  there  are 
equally  strong  and  imperious  considerations  to  justify  his 
voting  the  large  sums  specified  in  the  new  harbor  bill, 
for  the  works  there  enumerated.  Sir,  the  bills  are  of 
equal  merit  in  all  respects,  if  it  be  not  true,  for  the  rea- 
son I  have  alread}^  mentioned,  that  the  new  bill  has  the 
strongest  claims  at  this  time  upon  the  indulgence  of  Con- 
gress.    Let  us  look  at  history  and  facts. 

By  adverting  to  the  report  accompanying  the  old  bilY, 
and  which  has  been  adverted  to  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattov,]  every  line,  word, 
and  figure  of  which,  as  contained  in  the  appendix,  has 
been  derived  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  War  and 
Engineer  Departments,  it  will  be  seen  that  many  of  the 
works  contained  in  the  old  bill  have  been  several  years 
quartered  upon  the  national  Treasury.  Many  of  them 
bave,  year  after  year,  been  reported  in  a  state  of  com- 
pletion, insomuch  that  only  one  additional  appropriation 
nas  repeatedly  been  represented  as  all  that  was  necessary 
to  secure  their  completion  beyond  question.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  by  any  gentleman  who  will  investigate  their 
bistory,  that  again  and  again  has  Congress  added  a  yearly 
appropriation  for  many,  and  I  think  I  may  say  for  a  ma- 
jority, of  these  works,  under  the  full,  confident,  and 
honest  expectation  at  each  time  that  it  would  be  the 
last  appropriation  needed,  or  to  be  asked  for  in  their 
behalf.  It  is  curious  to  look  through  the  appropriation 
bills  of  this  kind,  to  trace  almost  any  of  these  works,  and 
observe  the  language  used  in  describing  the  object  and 
purpose  of  the  appropriations  made  for  them.  It  is 
alternately  **  to  complete,*'  and  <*  to  continue,"  and  <*  to 
secure,*'  and  then  <* to  complete"  and  <*to  continue" 
again,  almost  with  the  regularity  of  the  meetings  of  Con- 
gress. Sometimes  the  story  is  omitted  for  a  year,  and 
no  appropriation  is  required,  perhaps  to  render  this 
singular  alternation  of  purpose  and  promises  less  observ* 
able  by  the  watchful  guardians  of  the  pubic  Treasury. 
But  what,  sir.  does  ail  this  history  argue?  That  you 
should  atop  this  system  of  expenditure.  This  was  a 
ffrave  question  which  presented  itself  to  my  mind,  on 
looking  carefully  into  the  subject.  It  is  a  question  which 
was  presented  in  the  facts  brought  by  such  examination 
before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Enormous 
sums  had  been  expended  by  Government  upon  these 
works,  and  to  say  that  they  should  now  be  abandoned, 
and  that  no  appropriation  for  them  should  be  now  made, 
was  a  responsibility,  sir,  too  ^reat  for  any  committee, 
composed  of  a  part  only  of  this  House,  to  assume,  ob- 
jectionable as  the  history  of  these  works  rendered  thtm. 
l*he  result  was,  sir,  to  report  to  the  House,  in  the  bill 
wliich  I  reported,  the  several  appropriations  asked  for 
by  the  engineer  department,  and  with  the  bill  to  report 
a  succinct  history  of  the  several  works,  and  of  the  annual 
expenditures  and  progress  thereon,  as  has  been  done; 
leaving  it  to  the  whole  House  to  determine  upon  the 
course  which  the  interest  of  the  nation  would  justify, 
under  the  embarrassing  circumstances  of  the  subject. 
And  it  is  now  for  the  House  to  determine,  in  view  of  the 
facts  disclosed  to  them,  whether  they  will  pursue  further 


this  course  of  expenditure  that  has  been  found  produc- 
tive, to  say  the  least,  of  no  very  great  beneficial  results 
as  yet,  or  whether  they  will  pause  until  some  more 
economical  system  of  expenditure  can  be  devised. 

But,  sir,  to  return  to  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
works  contained  in  the  two  bills,  now  in  cflTect  alike  be- 
fore this  committee.  It  is  demonstrated  in  the  history 
of  the  old  works,  that  although  expenditures  have  been 
made  upon  them  year  after  year,  and  they  are  seeming- 
ly  in  a  state  of  partial  completion,  no  human  foresight 
can  tell,  nor  ingenuity  prophesy,  when  they  will  or  can 
be  completed.  The  repeated  promises  of  their  comple- 
tion, (made  in  honesty  of  purpose,  I  am  willing  to  con- 
cede, in  every  instance,)  and  the  no  less  frequently  re- 
turning failures,  only  prove  the  uiter  uncerUinty  upon 
the  subject  of  their  completion,  and  that  human  skill 
cannot  guaranty  any  thing,  in  this  particular,  respecting 
them.  Now,  sir,  who  can  rise  upon  this  floor  and  say, 
in  the  face  of  facts  like  these  to  which  I  have  adverted, 
derived  from  the  records  of  the  engineer  department 
that  the  new  works— those  contained  in  the  new  bill- 
arc  not  equally  certain  of  being  executed  at  as  early  a 
period  as  these  old  works,  if  the  appropriations  asked 
for  them  are  granted  by  Congress.  Who,  sir,  can  under- 
take in  confidence  to  determine  which  class  of  works 
is  most  distant  from  and  difficult  of  execution?  No 
mortal  calculation  can  determine  this  point;  and  hence  I 
say  it  is  demonstrated  that,  taking  this  view  of  the  bills, 
there  is  no  justification  for  the  one  that  is  not  equally 
applicable  to  the  support  of  the  other.  It  is  upon  this 
principle  that  I  will  vote  for  both,  or  aninst  both. 
These  bills  must  stand  or  fall,  in  the  eyes  of  this  nation, 
whatever  may  be  the  difference  in  their  destinies  in  this 
House,  side  by  side  and  together. 

Sir,  let  us  come  for  a  moment  to  the  matter  of  cost. 
I  find  eighteen  of  the  twenty-six  work',  harbors  and  riv- 
ers, embraced  by  the  old  bill,  which  number  (eighteen 
is  all  that  l' could  trace  satisfactorily  through  the  docu* 
ments  of  Congress)  were,  by  their  original  esttmatesy  to 
cost  five  hundred  and  aixty-nine  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars.  1  find  that  the  appropriations  already 
made  to  execute  these  works,  embracing  the  modifica- 
tions, enlargements,  repairs,  and  securing  of  them  thus 
far,  amount  to  one  million  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  doIlarS{  being  an 
excess  over  the  estimates  of  $669,402,  or  ninety-nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  sevenly-two  dollars  more 
thtn  one  hundred  per  cent,  beyond  the  original  estimatei; 
and  yet  the  works  are  incomplete,  and  Gud  only  knows 
when  they  will  be  completedf  for,  as  I  have  before  re- 
marked, human  foresight  cannot  calculate  the  end  of 
them,  either  in  regard  to  time  or  cost.  Hence  my  argu* 
ment  is,  that  in  view  of  either  the  probable  time  requi- 
site to  the  completion,  or  the  probable  cost%  of  the  two 
series  of  works  embraced  in  these  two  bills,  the  one  baa 
no  merit  or  claim  over  the  other,  but  both  have  equal 
claims  upon  the  Government,  if  it  be  determined  that 
Government  will  progress  further  in  such  a  lystem.  To 
me,  sir,  it  is  apparent  that,  on  the  score  of  cost,  those 
who  take  the  responslbil'ty  of  carrying  out  the  one  set 
can  find  no  sufficient  justification  for  neglecting  the 
other  set  of  thrse  works.  I  am  willing  to  let  those  as- 
sume the  responslbilitv  of  th'TS  partiality  in  sustaining  the 
one  to  the  neglect  of  the  other,  w|)o  may  choose  so  to 
do.  But  it  should  be  understood  that  these  are  nut  the 
only  works  of  the  same  description  that  are  in  contem- 
plation. By  reference  to  House  Document  No.  18,  vol. 
1,  f  T  1834-'35,  it  will  be  found  that  the  estimated  cost 
of  works  surveyed,  but  not  comnrenced,  to  January^ 
1831,  is  no  less  than  forty-nine  millions  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dotlarsi 
and  that  the  cost  of  other  works  surveyed  subsequently 
to  that  date,  under  the  act  of  1824,  is  estimated,  as  ap- 
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pears  by  the  same  document*  at  upwards  of  eighteen 
millions  of  dollars;  making  an  aggregate  of  upwards  of 
fifty-seTen  millions  of  dollars,  laid  out  in  conten^lation, 
under  this  system  of  expenditure.  Many  millions  more 
have  been  added,  no  doubt,  by  the  surveys  of  th§  last 
year,  including  in  this  aggregate  the  new  works  now 
before  the  committeef  and  these  are  only  original  esti- 
mates,  let  it  be  remembered.  It  appears  by  House  Doc- 
ument No.  89,  for  the  session  of  1834-'35,  (hat,  as  far  as 
could  be  ascertained,  ten  millions  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-sis  thousand  seven  hundred  and  three  dollars  bad 
been  expended  up  to  that  time  on  similar  works.  Who, 
sir,  can  look  through  this  nation,  and  discover  results 
from  this  enormous  expenditure  corresponding  to  the 
amount }  That  some  portions  of  it  have  been  profitable 
and  useful  I  doubt  not.  But  I  call  the  attention  of  mem- 
bers of  this  committee,  and  the  attention  of  this  nation, 
to  the  subject,  as  a  general  system,  which,  if  meriting 
their  continued  support,  also  demands  the  hand  of  exten* 
sive  reform.  If,  upon  mature  consideration,  it  is  to  be 
persisted  in,  without  some  new  and  yet  undevised  meth- 
od of  economizing  in  relation  to  it,  so  be  it.  It  is  time 
that  the  history  of  its  works  were  known  and  under- 
stood, that  Congress  and  the  nation  may  act  upon  them 
understandingly.  I  do  not  say  they  can  be  suddenly 
abandoned,  but  I  do  say  they  demand  some  new  system 
of  execution. 

Sir,  the  inquiry  is  made  by  some  gentlemen  into  the 
causes  of  the^e  extensive  expenditures,  and  the  rapid 
enlargement  of  these  public  works,  at  such  cost  to  the 
Treasury.  Some  gentlemen  attributed  this  result  to  one 
cause,  and  some  to  another.  T,  too,  have  examined,  to 
my  own  satisfaction  at  least,  into  the  cause,  or  raiher 
causes,  of  these  results.  They  are  not  to  be  found,  as 
some  gentlemen  have  charged,  in  the  predi«position  of 
the  present  administration  to  extravagant  expenditures, 
nor  to  its  devotion  to  the  oft-repudi-ited  system  of  inter* 
nal  improvements.  They  are  to  be  found,  sir,  in  the 
combined  influences  of  the  act  of  1834,  appropiating 
$30^000  per  annum  for  surveys  of  new  works,  and  of 
your  system  of  civil  and  military  engineering,  emanating  < 
from  the  Academy  at  West  Point.  It  is  from  these 
small  and  apparently  unobtrusive  beginnings  that  these 
enormous  expenditures  are  entailed  upon  the  public 
Treasury,  with  so  little  prospect  of  a  termination. 
What,  sir,  is  the  operation,  what  the  practical  influen- 
ces, laudable  influences,  (if  gentlemen  will  call  them 
BO,}  upon  the  people,  of  these  combined  causes  to  which 
1  have  adverted?  1  beg' this  committee  to  consider  this 
point  for  a  moment. 

Under  the  law  of  1834,  the  comparatively  small  sum 
of  #30,000  is  appropriated  for  new  surveys  here,  there, 
and  everywhere  in  the  land.  It  becomes  known,  short- 
ly, to  ^vtry  town  and  village,  that,  on  the  application  of 
any  number  of  their  respectable  citizens,  any  project  of 
improvement  in  their  village  may  be  surveyed  at  the 
public  expense,  from  this  annual  appropriation.  An  ap- 
plication by  some  few  is  accordingly  made.  The  Gov- 
ernment have  a  large  number  of  second  lieutenants  by 
brevet,  being  supernumeraries  in  the  army,  in  pay,  and 
without  employment— >fresh  from  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point.  The  responsible  men  of  the  Govern- 
fiient  are  evpt  anxious  to  have  employment  for  all  the 
supernumeraries  thus  attached  to  the  public  Treasury, 
and  are  thus  predisposed  to  favor  every  demanrl  for  their 
services.  All  influences,  then,  favor  the  application  of 
the  little  village.  It  is  granted.  The  young  engineer, 
in  his  panoply  of  office,  and  with  his  glittering  instru- 
ments, is  soon  upon  the  theatre  of  action.  He  is  looked 
upon  with  admiration  by  the  village  people-^his  formal 
preparations  and  parade  of  accoutrements  are  watched 
by  every  eye.  The  b^>ys  and  the  men,  and  the  women, 
too,  perhaps,  in  some  instances,  of  the  astounded  town 


or  village,  follow  in  his  train,  each  wondering  at  the 
nisgniflcent  revolution  that  is  about  to  be  wrought  in 
the  condition  of  their  village.  The  survey  is  comple- 
ted. The  whole  project  is  most  favorably  and  encoura- 
gingly spoken  of  by  the  young  engineer.  The  people 
are  delighted  with  the  prospect  of  the  improved  and  en- 
larged resources  of  the  place,  and  the  h$m,  groiMdsand 
pastures,  that  have  laid  idle  and  in  waste  befoiw,  for  a 
wide  circle  upon  the  outskirts  of  the  villager^ftse  con- 
verted and  with  beautiful  regularity  laid  out  into  sites 
for  new  edifices  of  business  and  habitation.  An  aAoial 
report,  accompanied  by  a  beautifully  drawn  plan  or  map 
of  the  work,  correctly  executed,  no  doubt,  as  well  as 
beautifully,  so  far  as  the  topography  of  the  plan  is  con- 
cerned, (for  all  such  things  are  well  drawn  up  by  our 
corps  of  engineers.)  is  formally  deposited  In  the  appro* 
priate  department  in  this  city. 

Now  for  the  next  step.  All  citizens,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  impelled  by  the  same  impulse  of  seeming 
patriotism,  and  without  stopping  to  examine  nicely  into 
the  principles  of  Government  that  may  be  involved  by 
the  measure,  unite  in  a  petition  to  Congress  for  a  publi- 
cation of  the  survev  and  plans,  and  for  an  appropriation 
to  carry  the  work  mto  execution.  The  Representative 
upon  this  floor  from  the  district  which  embraces  the 

1>rojected  improvement  is  pressed  on  all  sides,  by  po- 
itlcal  friends  and  political  foes,  to  urge  the  petition  upon 
the  consideration  of  Congress  and  to  secure  the  appro- 
priation. There  is  no  resisting  it:  all  parties  are  united 
m  it{  the  people  are  unanimous  for  it)  and  in  not  one  in- 
stance of  twenty  upon  this  floor  can  the  Representative 
summon  up  confidence  enough  in  himself,  however  mad 
the  scheme  may  be  considered  by  him,  to  decline  press- 
ing upon  Congress  a  compliance  with  the  petition  thus 
pushed  forward.  Nay,  sir,  upon  the  principle  that  the 
Representative  is  bound  to  obey  the  will  and  voice  of  bis 
constituents,  he  is  compelled  to  go  ahead  with  the  ap- 
plication, nnd  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  its  suc- 
cess. Well,  sir,  the  appropriation  is  secured,  year  after 
year  it  is  repeated,  and  it  is  npt  until  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  dollars  beyond  the  original  estimate  of  the 
young  engineer  have  been  expended,  and  no  apparent 
prospect  of  a  successful  completion  of  the  work  is  mani- 
fest, ihut  the  true  character  of  the  enterprise  is  seen  and 
appreciated. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  no  fancy  sketch  that  I  have  been 
portraying.  It  is  the  common  operation  and  result  of 
your  law  of  1824,  and  annual  appropriation  for  new  and 
indiscriminate  surveys,  and  of  your  system  of  engineering 
fostered  by  the  West  Point  Acsdemy.  Their  combined 
influences  and  facilities  for  engendering  wild  schemes  of 
improvement  excite  a  false  and  unprofitable  cupidity 
among  the  people.  They  excite  expectations  that  are 
scarcely  ever  realized.  They  lead  expectants,  thus 
aroused,  from  one  step  to  another,  until  the  aggregate 
of  public  works  projected  press  upon  the  national  Treas- 
ury with  claims  amounting  to  millions  of  dollars  annual- 
ly. Sir,  the  law  of  1834,  ejecting  an  annual  appropri- 
ation of  $30,000,  for  the  purposes  I  have  described,  en- 
tails upon  the  Government  a  greater  expense,  insignifi- 
cant as  that  sum  is,  than  would  an  annual  appropriation 
of  forty  times  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  In 
enlarging  your  navy,  or  in  the  construction  of  fortifica- 
tions. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  dis- 
charged their  duty,  in  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
House  and  country,  in  the  report  which  has  been  lying 
upon  our  tables  for  some  months,  and  it  is  for  Congress 
to  decide  whether  the  same  system  shall  be  persisted  in  or 
not,  or  what  ulterior  measures  of  reform  in  it  shall  be 
adopted.  I  assume  not  that  there  is  any  distinction  to 
be  made  between  the  several  works  embraced  by  either 
of  these  bills.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  they  are  re- 
garded as  of  public  utility  by  thje  local  population  that 
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}>ref8  them  on.  I  wish  not  to  discriminate  between 
hem,  without  some  positive  information  to  guide  me, 
'  nor  to  advance  one  to  the  neg^lect  of  the  other.  The 
exact  local  information  essential  to  judge  them  rightly 
in  this  respect,  I  pretend  not  to  possess,  nor  to  have  in- 
quired  into.  It  is  not  easily  to  be  obtained  by  any  one 
man.  But  what  I  do  maintain  is,  that  the  two  bills  are 
equally  meritorious.  1  maintain  this,  not  because  I  feel 
any  more  interest  in  the  one  than  the  other.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
resent upon  this  floor  have  an  interest  in  each  of  these 
bills.  1  may  vote  for  them  bothi  T  may  vote  against  both 
bills}  but  I  would  not  vote  for  either,  to  the  neglect  of 
the  other.  Nor  would  I  vote  for  either,  because  T  can 
see  much  to  encourage  the  hope  of  public  benefit  cor- 
responding with  the  large  amount  of  expenditure  which 
they  involve,  unlesn  there  will  grow  up  at  no  distant  day 
some  new  system  of  execution  and  economy  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  in  reliition  to  works  of  this  clasA.  I, 
sir,  would  greatly  prefer  a  repeal,  for  a  season  at  least, 
of  the  annual  appropriation  under  the  law  of  1824,  for 
hew  surveys,  to  which  I  have  adverted,  it  was  attempt- 
ed  in  the  last  Congress,  and  for  a  season  the  attempt 
was  successful.  Many  gentlemen  now  upon  thii  floor 
will  recollect  by  what  means  the  attempt  was  finally  de- 
feated. It  is  the  fountain  of  madness  upon  the  subject 
of  these  improvements.  But,  sir,  1  will  not  detain  the 
committee  at  this  time  to  discuss  that  proposition,  and 
will  only  add  that  I  hope  the  two  bills  now  before  the 
icommittee  may  sink  or  swim  together. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  brif  fly  stated  the  reasons  why 
these  bills  should  pass.  The  bill  under  consideration  was 
no  partial  bill;  it  commenced  at  Maine,  and  went  through 
the  whole  Union.  He  briefly  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  and  said  that  he  could  go 
through  the  whole  bill,  and  give  reasons  for  every  ap- 
propriation contained  in  it|  but  time  would  not  permit. 
He  hoped  the  committee  would  take  the.  question,  and 
let  the  bill  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and  said  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean^  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  was,  in  many  renpc cts, 
false,  and  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
whether  that  report  had  ever  received  the  sanction  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  CAMBRELKNO  replied  that  the  report  alluded 
to  had  been  brought  before  the  committee,  and  in  the 
main  had  met  the  appr.  bation  of  the  committee,  and 
stated  that  the  appropriations  in  bills  under  considera- 
tion was  much  larger  than  he  had  anticipated. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  went  on  to  show  that  the 
improvements  in  the  Wtbt  had  fully  come  up  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  their  friends;  and  hoped  gentlemen  would 
net  consistently  in  their  expenditures.  He  went  on  to 
point  out  the  importance  of  the  inr. prove ments  to  the 
Westf  showing  the  amount  of  produce  that  passed  the 
Western  lakes  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  concluded 
by  stating  that  the  expenditures  in  Ohio  were  conducted 
by  the  same  regard  to  economy  as  though  they  were 
made  out  of  the  private  funds  or  individuals. 

Mr.  TURRILL  said  he  was  in  hopes  that  he  should 
not  have  felt  himself  called  upon  during  this  sesMon, 
and  particularly  so  near  its  termination,  to  address  the 
House  or  its  committee,  upon  this  or  any  other  subject. 
It  was  with  great  reluctance  that  he  ever  attempted  to 
address  a  deliberative  body,  and  that  reluctance  wa<>  in- 
creased  on  the  present  occasion,  because  (said  Mr.  T.)  I 
am  aware  that  the  committee  are  already  wearied  with 
this  discussion,  and  I  know  that  gentlemen  arc  desirous 
of  proceeding  wi»h  the  mass  of  business  which  remains 
unacted  upon.  But,  sir,  the  extraordinary  course  taken 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Sxith,] 


both  in  the  remarks  he  has  just  submitted,  and  in  b'S  re- 
port accompanying  the  other  harbor  bill,  which  report 
h«s  been  quoted  in  this  debate  as  authority,  and  liberally 
commented  upon,  compels  me  to  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  committee  for  a  short  time.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  I  do 
it  with  reluctance;  but  my  constituents  have  an  interest 
in  some  of  the  improvements  contemplated  in  this  bill, 
and  particularly  in  that  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon  river,  on 
Lake  Ontario;  and  notwithstanding  any  embarrassment 
under  which  I  labor,  and  afiy  reluctance  1  feel  at  taking 
up  the  time  of  this  committee,  I  should  be  recreant  to 
their  interest  if  1  omitted  on  this  occasion  to  make  an 
effort  to  remove  any  unfavorable  impression  which  thst 
report  and  those  remarks  may  have  made,  and  also  to 
exhibit  some  few  facts  showing  the  expediency  and  ne- 
cessity of  constructing  convenient  harbors  on  our  lakes. 

Sir,  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat,  [Mr.  Whittleset,]  1  feel  thst  it  is  n 
matter  of  regret  that  the  important  public  works  em« 
braced  in  the  bill,  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
should  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one  whose  mind 
appears  to  have  been  too  strongly  prejudiced  against 
them  to  permit  a  full,  fair,  and  impartial  examination 
into  their  merits;  and  I  fully  concur  with  him  In  the 
opinion  that  the  statements  contained  in  the  report  are 
incorrect,  and  not  to  be  relied  upon.  I  know  them  to 
be  so  in  one  instance  at  least. 

[Mr.  Smith.     To  what  case  do  you  allude?] 

Mr.  TuRRitL.  I  allude  to  the  public  works  at  Oswe- 
go, which  appear  to  have  received  the  especial  attention 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine.  Sir,  the  effort 
of  the  gentleman,  throughout  the  whole  report,  appears 
to  have  been  to  prove  that  the  costs  of  the  various  works 
have  so  much  exceeded  the  original  estimates,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  form  a  correct  opinion  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  or  the  extent  of  time  which  will  be  required  to 
complete  them,  and  thus  to  create  alarm  by  producing 
an  impression  that  we  are  launching  upon  an  ocean  of 
expenditure  without  charter  compass.  Sir,  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  in  his  report  concludes  his  remarks  upon 
the  Oswego  harbor  with  the  following  statement: 
A^gTe^9iX€  of  appropriations  -  -  -  $126,404  03 
Original  estimates  •  •  -  '  •  -  33,348  64 
Excess  of  appropriations   over  estimated 

costs 93,055  36 

Proposed  appropriation     .        -        .        .      30,000  00 

Now,  what  arc  the  facts?  Why,  sir,  the  estimates  for 
these  works  which  have,  at  different  times,  been  submit- 
ted to  and  approved  of  by  Congress,  amount  to 
$196,958  33,  while  the  whole  appropriations  amount  only 
to  $149,820  8r.  These  facts  appear  from  the  printed 
document  which  is  now  before  me,  and  from  the  docu- 
ments from  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  taken 
such  liberal  extracts. 

[Mr.  SviTH  here  explained,  and  stated  that  the  first 
appropriation  was  for  a  little  over  $33,000,  and  the  law 
granting  the  appropriation  required  that  1:0  part  of  tlie 
money  should  be  expended  until  a  contract  sliould  be 
entered  into  to  construct  the  work  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing the  appropriation,  and  that  security  should  be  given 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  it.] 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I  was  aware  of  the  fact  stated  by 
Vhe  honorable  gentleman,  and  he  has  given  me  no  addi- 
tional information.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  law  making 
the  first  appropriation  contained  a  provision  that  no 
portion  of  the  money  should  be  expended  until  security 
should  be  given  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  upon  the 
plan  adopted  by  the  War  Department,  and  submitted  to 
Congress.  It  is  also  true  that  such  a  contract  was  enter- 
ed into,  and  security  given  for  its  faithful  execution; 
and  it  is  also  true,  sir,  that,  with  the  exception  of  grants 
mad^  by  Congress,  upon  a  full  representation  of  the  facts, 
to  indemnify  the  contractor  for  losses  sustained  bv  serer^ 
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galea  on  the  lakes,  the  work  was  completed  in  the  man- 
ner specified,  was  approved  of  and  accepted  by  theGu?- 
ernment,  and  the  contract  was  cancelled.  After  this 
work  had  thus  been  completed,  other  erections  in  that 
harbor  were  projected  at  different  times,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  secure  and  make  permanent  the  original 
work.  Plans  and  estimates  were  made  for  these  addi< 
tlonal  works,  and  submitted  to  and  approved  of  by  Con- 
gress, and  the  subsequent  appropriations  have  been 
made  to  finish  those  works  upon  the  plans  thus  submit- 
ted and  approved . 

[Mr.  SxiTH  here  asked  who  made  the  last  estimate.] 
Mr.  TvBmu.  The  last  estimate  was  made  by  Colonel 
Totten,  of  the  engineers,  and  submitted  to  Congress  un- 
der date  of  33d  November,  1833;  and  so  far  from  the 
appropriations  exceeding  the  estimates,  as  set  forth  in 
the  report,  the  estimates  exceed  the  appropriations  more 
than  $47,000.  Now,  sir,  when  all  these  facts  appear  in 
the  printed  documents  from  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man took  his  extracts,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  how 
Ihey  could  have  escaped  his  notice.  I  have  not  examin- 
ed minutely  other  parts  of  his  report,  and  therefore  I 
will  not  notice  them,  for  I  intend  to  be  brief.  I  will  dis- 
miss this  report  by  merely  remarking  that  if  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  been  as  erroneous  in  his  views,  and  as 
much  mistaken  in  his  facts,  in  relation  to  other  works,  as 
he  has  been  in  regard  to  these,  his  report  should  be  re- 
ceived with  many  grains  of  allowance^  for  it  is  deceptive, 
and  eminently  calculated  to  mislead  the  committee. 

1  will  now  proceed  veay  briefly  to  state  a  few  facts 
showing  tlie  importance  of  all  the  public  works  upon 
the  lakes  which  have  already  been  commenced,  or  which 
are  contemplated  by  this  bill.  And,  sir,  what  has  already 
been  the  effects  produced  upon  your  commerce  by  the 
harbors  which  have  been  constructed  on  the  lakes?  1 
will  cite  a  single  instance  by  way  of  illustration.  I  al- 
lude to  the  hjrfoor  at  0$wego.  When  these  improve- 
ments were  commenced,  there  was  little  or  no  foreign 
commerce  carried  on  at  that  place.  Your  custom-house 
establishment  was  a  burden  upon  your  Treasury,  and 
required  an  annual  tax  of  6  or  $7,000  to  sustain  it.  As 
late  as  1833  the  whole  revenue  collected  at  that  port 
amounted  only  to  $803,  while  in  1835  it  had  increased  to 
336,068  91,  which,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  the 
custom-house,  will  leave  a  balance  of  about  $30,000. 
Thus  it  is,  sir,  that  the  Government  is  not  only  relieved 
from  an  annual  tax  of  about  six  thousand  dollars,  but  is 
actually  receiving,  even  from  the  present  commerce,  a 
nett  income  that  will,  in  a  very  few  years,'pay,  the  whole 
amount  of  $200,000,  proposed  to  be  expended  there, 
with  full  interest.  Why,  sir,  this  fact  alone  shows  that 
the  outlay  of  this  money  for  the  improvement  of  that 
harbor  will  be  a  most  profitable  investment  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Supposing  no  increase  of  commerce  at  that 
port,  even  with  the  present  revenue,  every  dollar  taken 
from  your  IVeasu'y  to  construct  these  works,  will  be  re- 
turned to  it,  with  interest,  dollar  for  dollar.  And  this 
too,  sir,  is  assuming  no  augmentation  of  your  commerce. 
But  the  business  operations  with  Canada  cannot  remain 
stationary.  They  will  increase  with  great  rapidity,  as 
strenuous  efforts  are  making,  at  this  time,  to  remove  the 
impediments  to  the  trade  between  that  province  and  the 
United  States,  and  sooner  or  later  these  efforts  will  be 
crowned  with  success.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  some  proceedings  on 
this  subject  in  Upper  Canada. 

The  board  of  trade  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  impressed 
with  the  great  importance  of  this  subject,  caused  a  meet- 
ing of  the  principal  merchants  of  that  city  to  be  con- 
vened on  the  17th  of  December  last,  at  which  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  passed: 

**  Rcaohotdf  That  this  meeting  has  much  satisfaction  in 
returning  its  best  thanks  to  the  honorable  chairman,  and 


the  members  of  the  committee  of  the  board  of  trade,  for 
the  attention  they  have  evinced  for  the  interest  of  tho 
commerce  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 
portation of  goods  through  the  United  States  from 
Europe,  and  agree  with  them  In  the  opinion  that  the 
subject  which  hss  induced  them  to  convene  this  meeting 
is  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  which  thev  would 
recommend  to  the  favorable  attention  of  others  through- 
out the  province. 

<*  Reaohed,  That,  considering  the  subject  as  one  invi- 
ting very  general  and  extensive  consideration,  as  apply- 
ing to  all  classes  of  the  community,  the  chairman  of  this 
meeting  be  requested  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  tho 
inhabitants  of  the  district  on  Tuesday  the  29tli  '  ■ 
next,  at  the  city  hall,  at  12  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of 
a  full  expression  of  public  sentiment  on  this  Important 
subject. 

*<  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  board  of  trade 
are  requested,  with  such  assistance  as  they  may  think 
necessary,  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  memorial  to  be 
presented  to  the  several  branches  of  the  Legislature,  to 
be  laid  before  the  said  general  meeting  for  approval  and 
signature,  with  the  view  of  bringing  the  subject  unde^ 
the  notice  of  the  colonial  authorities,  and  for  reference 
to  the  imperial  Government." 

The  Kingston  Chronicle,  in  commenting  upon  these 
proceedings,  uses  the  following  lang^ag^: 

«•  From  the  well  known  intelligence  and  enterprise 
of  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  corrpose  the  board  of 
trade  of  that  city,  we  feel  satisfied  that  the  question  will 
be  ably  and  fairly  brought  before  the  public. 

**We  hope  soon  to  see  this  measure  attracting  the 
attention  of  the  commercial  community  of  Kingston,  and 
other  places  throughout  the  province." 

The  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  in  consequence  of 
these  indications  of  public  sentiment,  on  the  16th  of 
February  last,  adopted,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote, 
an  address  to  the  King,  in  which  the  following  language 
is  used: 

**  Situated  as  Upper  Canada  is,  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  sea,  the  communication  with  which  by  the  St* 
Lawrence  is  interrupted  for  a  great  part  of  the  year, 
our  interests  would  be  best  promoted  by  the  adoption  of 
such  commercial  regulations  as  would  enable  our  agri- 
culturists, merchants,  and  manufacturers,  to  obtain  free 
access  to  the  ocean  through  every  channel  by  means  of 
which  they  could  safely  convey  those  articles  of  which 
this  province  possesses  a  supei  fluity,  to  the  best  markets, 
and  through  which  they  might  bring  back  the  goods  and 
merchandise  of  other  lands  according  to  their  means, 
without  such  imports  being  subjected  to  the  present 
heavy  tariff  of  disci^iminating  duties,  the  operation  of 
which  is,  to  add  matlrially  to  the  many  natural  obstnic- 
tions  incidental  to  our  inland  situation,  and  to  retard  the 
settlement  of  the  waste  lands  of  the  province  by  the 
more  wealthy,  intellij^ent,  and  persevering  class  of 
emigrants,  who  are  induced  to  settle  and  invest  their 
capital  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Pennsylvania, 
and  New  York,  the  citizens  of  which  have  at  all  timet 
the  free  choice  of  three  markets,  namely,  the  St.  Law- 
rcnce,  foreign  States  through  their  o*n  seaboard,  and 
the  markets  of  the  Southern  States,  while  we  of  Upper 
Canada  are  restricted  to  the  channel  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
only. 

«« We  humbly  request  that  your  Majesty  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  cause  such  representations  to  be  made  to  the  Gov- 
ernment at  Washington  as  shall  appear  to  be  best  calcu- 
lated to  induce  Congress  to  admit  the  goods  and  merchan- 
dise of  Great  Britain  or  other  nations  to  pass  through 
the  United  States  into  Upper  Canada,  subject  only  to 
the  duties  which  are  or  may  be  payable  within  this  prov- 
ince, and  without  being  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  tax 
I  or  impost  in  or  to  the  taid  States,  ana  also  to  permit  the 
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goodly  wares,  tnd  merchandite  of  thtt  proFince  to  be 
transported  throurh  the  said  States  to  other  countries 
beyond  the  seas,  free  of  duty,  and  subject  only  to  such 
regulations  as  ma^  be  found  necessary  for  the  prcFention 
of  infractions  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  American 
Union." 

Sir,  the  objects  embraced  in  this  address  are  of  great 
importance  to  this  Government,  as  well  as  to  the  prov- 
ince of  Canada;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore, 
that  the  eiisting  obstacles  to  the  comnterce  will  soon  be 
removed,  since  it  is  so  decidedly  for  the  interest  of  both 
countries  to  accomplish  that  object.  In  the  United 
States,  public  attention  has  not  yet  been  directed  to  this 
important  subject.  But  little  is  known  of  this  province, 
and  iU  natural  advantagea  are  not  understood.  Sir,  the 
peninsula  of  Upper  Canada,  in  location,  in  fertility  of 
soil,  and  salubrity  of  climate,  is  not  surpassed  by  any 
portion  of  the  United  States,  ft  is  true  that  this  prov- 
ince is  now  comparatively  a  wilderness,  having  a  very 
sparse  population;  but  still  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  as 
exhibited  in  works  of  internal  improvement,  would  do 
honor  to^an  older  and  wealthier  country.  The  Canadi- 
ans have  wisely  adopted  the  plan  of  uniting  and  using, 
wherever  practicable,  the  great  watercourses  of  the 
country.  Their  effort  has  been  to  improve  upon  the 
works  of  nature,  and  not  vainly  attempt  to  outdo  them. 
By  means  of  the  Rideau  canal,  a  steamboat  navigation 
has  already  been  opened  between  Lake  Ontario  and 
Montreal,  and  the  improvements  now  in  progress  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  will  open  another  communication  between 
the  same  points  for  steamboats  of  the  largest  class,  thus 
making  a  good  ahip  navigation  from  Lske  Ontario  to  the 
ocean.  The  Wetland  canal,  which  will  soon  be  enlarged 
and  made  permanent,  now  affords  a  achooner  navigation 
between  Lake  Brie  and  Lake  Ontario.  A  ra'^Irosd  is 
now  being  constructed  between  Hamilton,  on  L'ike  On- 
tario, and  Port  Dover,  on  Lake  Brie.  And  the  day  is  not 
far  diatant  when  Lakes  Huron  and  Ontario  will  be  united 
by  a  ship  canal.  Sir,  it  requires  but  a  mere  glance  at 
the  map  of  Upper  Canada  to  convince  any  one  that, 
when  tfkese  improvements  shall  have  been  completed, 
^when  the  vast  resources  of  that  province  shall  have  been 
developed,  there  will  be  an  extensive  commerce  carried 
on  upon  Like  Ontario,  a  portion  of  which  will  find  Ks 
way  down  the  8t«  Lawrence  to  Montreal;  and  ahould 
Ogdensburg  be  connected  with  Vermont  and  New  Hamp- 
ahire  by  means  of  railroadu,  a  portion  will  take  that  di- 
rection to  Boston,  while  all  destined  to  New  York  must 
pass  through  the  Oiwego  and  Brie  canals,  to  the  Hudson. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  thus  far  confined  my  remarks 
exclusively  to  the  foreign  commerce  carried  on  upon 
the  lakes,  and  I  will  now  briefly  draw  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  extent  of  domestic  commerce;  for 
that  branch  of  commerce  is  of  far  more  importance  to 
my  constituents,  and  to  this  Government,  than  the  other. 
Sir,  let  me  ask  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine  can  be 
aware  even  of  the  extent  of  these  inland  scan,  or  of  the 
commerce  carried  on  upon  them?  Why,  sir,  the  extent 
of  coasts  on  these  waters  is  5,719  miles,  while  the  whole 
coast  from  the  Passamaquoddy  bay  to  the  river  Sabine  is 
only  3,690  miles;  making  an  excess  of  lake,  over  the 
whole  aeacoast  of  the  United  States,  of  2,029  miles. 
The  lands  bordering  these  waters  are  of  the  best  Quali- 
ty, and  in  fertility  are  not  surpassed  by  any  on  the  habi- 
table globe.  It  may  be  truly  said  of  them  that  they  con- 
stitute the  garden  of  North  America.  The  population 
is  as  yet  but  thinly  sprinkled  over  this  vast  extent  of 
fertile  country;  but  it  is  increasing  with  a  rapidity  that 
exceeds  all  calculation,  while  the  increase  of  business 
more  than  keeps  pace  with  the  increase  of  population. 
Property  going  from  the  Hudson  to  the  upper  lakes 
passes  either  through  Oswego  or  through  Buffalo;  and  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  property  passing  these  two 


ports  during  the  last  year,  and  its  destination,  will  con- 
vey some  ides  of  the  amount  of  commerce,  and  will  alao 
show  what  Slates  have  a  direct  interest  in  it. 

The  amount  of  property  shipped  from  Buffalo  in  1835, 
and  its  destination,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

MerchanSag.        FumUure* 
Virginis,  2,763  lbs. 

Missouri,  58,846  18,435 

Alabama,  59,831 

Tennessee,  333,766  8,470 

Upper  Canada,  95,768  182,679 

Pennsylvania,  139,319  128,834 

Michigan,  13,253,589  1,198,326 

Indiana,  3,254,986  136,403 

Illinois  3,320,718  945,263 

Ohio,  14,229,961  3,732,409 

Kentucky,  918,915  57,580 


36.921,663 


9.348,389 


I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  qiuntity  of  mer- 
chandise passed  through  Oswego  to  Upper  Canada  du- 
ring the  last  year,  neither  can  I  teil  the  amount  of  furni- 
ture which  was  sent  to  the  upper  lakes;  but  the  mer- 
chandise, including  s»]t,  shipped  from  that  port  through 
the  Weltand  canal,  destined  to  the  above  Slates,  amount- 
ed to  39,798,290  pounds.  Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  ten 
States  west  and  aouth  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  inclu- 
ding Michigan,  have  a  direct  interest  in  the  commerce 
carried  on  upon  the  lakes,  and  this  interest  is  constantly 
and  rapidly  increasing.  To  show  what  interest  the  agri« 
cuhuriats  of  the  Western  States  have  in  its  trade,  I  might 
proceed  to  enumerate  some  of  the  products  of  the  soil 
which  constitute  the  return  csrgoes.  I  will,  however, 
only  name  one,  the  article  of  wheat.  There  werm 
624,733  bushels  of  wheat  received  at  Oswego  from  the 
lakes  during  the  last  year,  275,362  bushels  of  which 
were  the  produce  of  farms  in  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois.  The  New  England  States  are  aUo  interest- 
ed in  ameliorating  the  commerce  of  the  lakes;  for  while 
this  commerce  opens  a  better  aud  more  extensive  mar- 
ket for  their  fabrics,  it,  in  return,  furnishes  cotton,  tobac- 
co, and  all  kinds  of  bread  stuffs,  at  a  much  lower  rate 
than  they  can  be  obtained  from  any  other  quarter. 

Sir,  the  immense  tides  of  emigration  which  annually 
flow  from  the  North  and  the  Ea&t,  to  people  and  make 
valuable  your  public  lands,  pass  on  these  lakes.  The 
enterprising  yeomanry  of  the  country  embark  upon 
ibese  watera  with  their  little  all,  to  "seek  a  habitation 
and  a  home"  in  the  wilds  of  the  West.  Thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  lives,  and  property  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  are  annually  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  ibis 
navigation.  And  will  the  Government  refuse  to  render 
the  lives  and  property  of  its^itizens  safe,  by  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  appropriate  the  small  aum  which  may  be 
uecessary  to  construct  suitable  harbors  wherever  they 
are  required? 

Sir,  it  is  expedient  and  indispensable  that  every  har- 
bor already  commenced  should  be  completed  in  a  per- 
manent manner,  and  that  some  of  the  harbors  contem- 
plated in  this  bill  ahould  be  conbtrucled  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  The  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Salmon 
river,  on  Lake  Ontario,  for  tlie  improvement  of  which 
this  bill  provide?,  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  There 
is,  perhaps,  no  place  on  the  hke  where  a  good  harbor  is 
so  much  needed;  and  aafety  of  life  and  of  property  re- 
quire that  it  ahould  be  improved  and  made  accessible  in 
all  weather.  Many  lives  have  been  lost,  and  many 
vessels  wrecked,  in  Mexico  bay,  for  the  want  of  a  con- 
venient harbor  at  that  place;  and,  sir,  it  is  tlie  intercsf, 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government,  to  prottci  the  com- 
merce by  which  its  citixens  tbri«e,  and  from  which  it 
derives  its  revenue.     The  money  thus  expended  in  gir- 
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if>|f  protection  to  the  lires  tnd  property  of  thoae  engaged 
in  carrying  on  the  great  commercial  operations  of  the 
country,  is  amply  repaid  by  the  increase  of  popuUtion, 
of  wealth,  of  enterprise,  and  by  the  extension  of  that 
commerce  which  sustains  and  invigorates  the  nation. 

But,  sir,  in  as>certaining  the  number  or  importance  of 
the  harbors  required  for  the  protection  or  that  com- 
merce, our  views  ought  not  to  be  limited  to  the  present 
period,  or  to  the  business  which  is  now  carried  on  in 
that  region.     We  should  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
the  enterprise  and  the  spirit  of  internal  improvement 
which  everywhere  exists,  shall  have  developed  the  vast 
and  unlimited  resources  of  that  country.     Sir,  this  is 
truly  called  "  the  age  of  improvement."    It  has  no  par- 
allel  in  history.    Canals,  the  magnitude  of  which,  when 
commenced,  excited  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the 
world,  are  scarcely  completed,  before  they  are  found  to 
be  altogether  too  limited  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
oountryi  and  they  are  doomed  to  be  abandoned  for  new 
and  more  extensive  works,  or  to  be  enlarged  under  every 
disadvantage,  at  enormous  expense,  and  at  the  sacrifice 
of  individual  interest,  which  must  always  follow  the  in- 
terruption of  the  regular  channels  of  business  even  for  a 
limited  period.     The  time  is  at  hand  when,  profiting  by 
experience  and  the  examples  set  us  by  our  Canadian 
neighbors,  the  internal  improvementb  of  this  country. 
^'ill  be  conducted  on  a  scale  the  magnitude  of  which 
will  be  equal  to  the  increasing  business  of  the  country. 
The  doctrine  that  artificial  is  cheaper  or  better  than 
natural  navigation,  or,  in  other  words,  that  rivers  were 
only  made  to  feed  canals,  has  been  exploded;  and  the 
civil  engineer  who  would  now  attempt  seriously  to  advo- 
cate that  doctrine  would  be  considered  better  qualified 
to  become  the  inmnte  of  a  lunatic  asylum,  than  to  super- 
intend  public  works  of  any  description.      Wherever, 
under  the  influence  of  this  false  theory,  canals  have  been 
built  along  the  margin  of  navipble  waters,  they  will  re- 
l^ain,  in  all  time  to  come,  enduring  monuments  of  the 
igtiorance  and  the  folly  of  their  projectors.    The  natural 
watercourses  of  the  country  must  ever  constitute  the 
g'reat  channels  of  our  internal  commerce.     The  Falls  of 
Niagara  will  be  overcome  by  a  ship  canil  on  the  Ameri* 
can  aide.     The  military  defence  of  the  country  requires 
it  I  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interest  of  the  whole 
West  demands  it,  and  the  work  will  be  constructed. 
Nor  will  the  march  of  internal  improvement  be  limited 
to  this  magnificent  work.     A  steamboat  navigation  will 
be  opened  from  Chicago  to  the  Mississippi,  and  an  en- 
larged communication  from  Oswego  to  the  Hudson.  Na- 
ture has  marked  out  this  aa  the  great  highway  of  com- 
merce, with  lines  too  distinct  to  be  obliterated  or  even 
obscured  by  the  utmoet  efforts  of  art.     By  making  these 
improvements,  a  steamboat  navigation  will  be  opened 
from  New  York,  through  the  lakes,  to  New  Orleans->a 
shorter  (and  our  relations  with  foreign  countries  may,  at 
times,  be  such  as  to  render  it  a  much  better)  and  aafer 
route  than  the  one  coastwise.     The  whole  valley  nf  the 
Miasissippi,  and  the  vast  extent  of  country  bordering  on 
the  lakes,  would  feel  the  beneficial  effects  of  these  im- 
provements. -A  new  impetus  would  be  given  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  Oswego,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit, 
snd  Chicago.    Other  important  towns  will  spring  into 
existence,  aa  if  by  msgio,  along  this  great  commercial 
hig'hwayi  and  in  a  few  years  you  will  behold  along  the 
coasts  of  these  inland  seas,  cities  which,  in  splendor,  in 
wealthy  in  commercial  enterprise,  in  moral  and  intellect- 
ual resources,  will  equal  your  proudest  Atlantic  cities. 
The  lakes,  and  the  three  rivers  thus  connected  with 
them,   will  constitute  the  main  arteries  through  v^hicb 
will  flow,  during  all  time,  a  great  portion  of  the  com- 
merce of  North  America— a  commerce  which  will  regu- 
late the  exports  and  imports  of  the  country— a  commerce 
from  which  the  revenue  of  the  nation  U  to  be  derived. 


its  citisens  enriched,  and  every  section  of  the  Union 
strengthened  and  invigorated. 

Sir,  while  we  are  appropriating  millions  annually  to 
protect  our  commerce  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe, 
shall  we  withhold  the  small  sum  required  to  guard  and 
cherish  it,  when  it  receives  its  first  now  from  the  heart 
of  your  country?  While  such  large  sums  are  eipended 
every  year  to  render  property  safe  on  every  ocean,  when 
at  the  risk  of  our  wealthy  importing  merchants,  can  we 
refuse  the  amount  necessary  to  protect  it,  when  exposed 
to  the  dangers  of  these  inland  seas,  and  when,  if  de- 
stroyed, the  loss  will  fall  upon  your  agriculturists  and 
country  dealers?  i  trust  not,  sir;  I  trust  that,  upon  this 
occasion,  the  ssme  liberal  policy,  which  should  always  be 
pursued  by  an  enlightened  and  powerful  nation  in  regard 
to  its  commerce,  will  be  adopted. 

I  conclude  my  remarks,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  expressing 
the  hope  that  the  enacting  clause  of  thia  bill  will  not  be 
stricken  out,  but'^that  ? very  meritorious  work,  fur  the 
construction  of  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  provide,' 
will  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CAMBRKLKNG  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech. 
He  hoped  gentlemen  who  had  long  speeches  on  hand,  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  would  follow  the  example 
of  a  member  from  Louisiana,  of  a  former  Congress,  who, 
after  struggling  six  weeks  for  the  floor,  and  threatening 
the  Hou!se  with  a  speech  of  a  week  in  length,  finished  it 
in  fifteen  minutes— ^having,  as  he  said,  put  forth  the 
lieadK,  intending  to  write  it  out.  He  recommended  to 
gentlemen  who  had  long  speeches  on  hand,  in  conaide- 
ration  of  the  public  business,  to  give  the  committee 
nothing  but  the  heads.  I  have  not,  said  Mr.  C,  any  such 
speech  on  hand,  and  should  not  have  said  one  word  upon 
the  question,  had  I  not  been  compelled  to  reply  to  the 
renewed  and  unexpected  attack  made  upon  me  yester- 
day by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bxli..] 

That  gentleman,  Mr.  Chairman,  seems  to  fancy  him- 
self the  most  persecuted  man  in  the  nation.  He  com- 
plains of  having  been  attacked  for  months  past  by  pub- 
lic journals-— by  the  President  of  the  United  States— by 
the  great  Globe  itself.  I  have  certainly  a  right,  if  any 
one  on  this  floor  has,  to  sympathise  with  the  gentleman; 
for  no  one  has  been,  throughout  this  session,  more  hon- 
ored by  the  assiduous  attention  of  the  oppoaition  jour- 
nals, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions. 1  have  not  only  met  with  scurrility  abroa'l, 
but  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  encounter  even  on  this 
floor  the  most  vulgar  abuse.  1  could  not,  sir,  consider 
such  attacks,  whether  in  this  House  or  out  of  it,  as  in  sny 
degree  worthy  of  notice,  much  less  of  coiQplaint.  Far 
from  itt  it  would  be  ungenerous  indeed  in  me  to  withhold 
my  gratitude  for  thifc  solitary  but  pn  fitable  evidence  of 
the  friendship  of  my  political  opponent:!. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  attacks  the  Speaker 
for  the  organizition  of  the  committees,  and  especially  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Politically,  there 
is  no  change.  Besides  those  who  were  continued  on  the 
comm  Iter,  we  li<*ve,  as  we  had  last  year,  a  member 
from  Georgia  and  Tennessee,  and  one  from  Maine  in 
place  of  a  gentleman  from  New  Hampsl^ire,  now  of  the 
Senate.  The  only  change  of  any  importance  was  in 
substituting  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Lawsbrck,]  a  member  of  the  opposition,  for  a  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  [Mr.  McKislst,]  a  friend  of  the  ad- 
ministration, not  now  a  member  of  the  House.  But  the 
gentleman  charges  that  the  committee  has  been  organ- 
ized **on  the  principle  ff  extravagance;*'  and  that  i'a 
chairman  represents  a  city  <*  roost  interested  in  appro- 
priations." Whatever  interest,  sir,  the  city  of  New 
York  may  have  in  our  appropriations,  as  the  principal 
depository  of  the  pub'ic  money,  she  certainly  has  none 
in  making  them  extravagant.  On  the  contrary,  if,  in 
discharging  my  duty  as  chairman  of  that  committee,  I 
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had  coniultecl  the  interest  of  New  York  only,  I  should 
have  united  with  the  gfentleman  from  Tennessee  and  his 
friends,  and,  by  retardinf^  the  appropriations  for  the 
public  service,  hare  added  some  two  or  three  millions 
to  the  amount  of  the  public  money  remaining  in  our 
banks., 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  animadverted  on 
the  extravagance  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  has  done  me  the  honor  to  ascribe  that  extravagance 
chiefly  to  my  efforts.  **  The  credit,"  he  says,  "  of  pass- 
ing the  deposite  bill  is  due  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
inittee  of  Ways  and  Means''— to  those  extravagant 
measures  proposed  by  me.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  is  not  the  only  member  of  either  House,  or 
of  either  party,  who  will  find  it  necessary  to  offer  some 
apology  to  the  country  for  voting  for  what  he  calls 
••substantially  distribution."  This  argument  about  ex- 
travagant appropriations  has  been  urged  elsewhere,  and 
even  by  some  who  are  friendly,  to  this  administration. 
But  on  what  foundation  does  this  apology  rest?  What 
are  these  extravagant  appropriations  for  the  public  ser- 
vice which  have  oompelled  gentlemen  to  vote  for  a 
measure  that  cannot  be  defended?  I  speak  not  now  of 
the  multiplicity  of  bills  which  are  reported  at  this,  as 
they  have  been  at  every  session,  by  the  various  commit- 
tees of  this  House  and  the  other,  embracing  new  and 
extravagant  appropriations;  1  refer  not  to  what  has  been 
projected,  b  it  to  what  has  been  done  by  a  majority  of 
both  Houses. 

What  has  been  done  for  the  navy,  the  idol  of  all  par- 
ties? How  many  millions  of  our  immense  surplus  have 
we  appropriated  to  strengthen  this  pght  arm  of  our  de- 
fence? Not  two,  sir;  all  the  excess  for  every  naval  pur- 
pose is  only  about  seventeen  hundred  thousand  duUars, 
and  a  pr>rtion  even  of  that  amount  is  to  be  applied  to 
other  purposes  than  the  increase  of  the  navy.  But  even 
this  appropriation,  Fmall  as  it  is,  was  not  the  proposition 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  of  its  chairman, 
but  was  reported  by  a  member  of  the  opposition  in  the 
other  House,  as  an  amendment  to  the  naval  appropria- 
tion b  II.  Surely,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  I'ennessee 
cannot  refer  to  this  as  an  extravagant  appropriation, 
come  from  whence  it  may,  after  expressing  himself 
strongly  in  favor  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  and 
his  determination  to  go  even  beyond  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Secret»ry  of  the  Navy. 

What,  sir,  have  we  done  for  our  fcirtlfications'  The 
entire  appropriation  for  this  branch  of  expenditure  is 
#1,860,000,  being  one  million  more  than  has  been  usu- 
ally appropriated  for  some  years  past.  In  the  fortifica- 
tion bill  of  list  vcar,  #869,000  were  proposed  to  be  ap- 
propriated, besides  the  addition  of  $300,000.  Twenty 
years  ago,  when  we  had  a  surplu!*,  though  we  had  a 
public  debt,  funded  anl^unfundcd,  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions,  wc  appropriated  annually  $838,000  to  this 
branch  of  service,  't'here  is  not  a  dollar  of  the  money 
appropriated  to  be  applied  to  any  hut  works  actually 
under  construction — fortifications  uhich  have  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  and  by  every 
other  gentleman,  to  be  necessary  for  our  defence,  and 
which  would  have  been  completed  ten  years  sgo,  had 
we  h;id,  as  we  now  have,  a  surplus  revenue.  We  have 
not  appropriated  one  cent  for  new  fortifications.  We 
have,  it  is  tnie,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  not  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  proposing  over  a  million 
for  new  works;  but  that  bill,  since  the  passage  of  the 
act  depositing  our  money  in  the  State  treasuries,  will  not 
be  adopted  by  this  House.*  No,  sir,  our  surplus  will  be 
applied  to  no  such  national  purpose,  but  to  others  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  defence  of  rhe  country.  All  we 
shall  get  is  the  m'llion  extraordinary  for  fuitBcations 

•  This  bill  was  not  even  acted  upon. — iVu/e  by  Mr.  C. 


which  are  already  commenced,  and  are  designed  for  the 
defence  of  a  few  prominent  points  on  our  extensive  mar- 
itime frontier,  the  importance  of  which  has  been  admit- 
ted by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself. 

What  more  have  we  done  in  this  course  of  extravagant 
measures  for  the  defence  of  the  country?  Four  hundred 
,  thousand  dollars  additional  for  arming  our  fortifications. 
Does  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  complain  of  this 
extravagance?  Why,  sir,  he  himself,  in  quoting  the 
opinions  of  the  inspector  general,  which  I  had  also  occa- 
sion to  notice,  gave  us  a  wretched  picture  of  our  fortifi- 
cations, without  g^ns,  and  very  justly  described  the 
utterly  defenceless  condition  of  our  coast.  Surely  the 
gentleman  will  not  denounce  appropriations  designed  to 
protect  tho^e  very  cities  which  he  told  us  could  be  easily 
taken,  and  by  a  very  insignificant  force,  because  we  had 
fortfications  without  armament. 

For  the  army,  sir,  we  have  literally  done  nothing. 
We  have  made  an  insignificant  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  our  armories,  and  others  for  supplying 
munitions  which  had  been  exhausted  by  our  Indian  wars. 
Not  a  dollar  of  extraordinary  expenditure  has  been  au- 
thorized for  the  army,  exclusively,  except  so  far  as  the 
service  was  connected  with  the  suppfession  of  Indian 
hostilities. 

And  what,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  aggregate  of  these 
appropriations,  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  extravagance  of  which  has  driven  gentlemen 
to  the  necessity  of  distributing  our  surplus  revenue?  The 
whole  amount—for  the  navy,  army,  fortifications,  arma- 
ment, armories,  and  extraordinary  supplies,  and  inclu- 
ding the  {1,700,000  added  by  the  Senate  to  the  qavy 
bill^is  less  than  four  millions  of  dollars.  Yes  sir,  this 
is  all  that  we  have  saved  of  that  immense  surplus  of  sixty 
or  seventy  millions  which  gentlemen  tell  us  of;  all  that 
we  have  applied  to  measures  of  defence  which,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  were  advocated  by  the 
representative's  of  the  East,  West,  North,  and  South. 
They  were  all  then  ready  to  appropriate  five,  six,  or 
seven  millions  extraordinary  for  these  purposes.  Nay, 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Etars]  declared,  no 
doubt  honestly,  that  he  was  willing  to  appropriate  for 
the  defence  of  the  country  an  amount  equal  to  the  sun 
heretofore  appropriated  to  the  sinking  fund — that  is,  ten 
millions  annually,  and  for  ten  years.  Now,  sir,  notwith- 
standing these  declarations  from  all  sides  of  the  House, 
we  have  applied  less  than  four  millions  to  our  defence; 
and  yet  the  extravagant  appropriations  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  is  now  urged  as  an  apol- 
ogy  for  a  measure  which  gentlemen  themselves  denomi- 
nate as  ** substantial  distribution.'* 

There  is,  sir,  another  class  of  appropriations  which 
were  introduced  by  the  Committee  of  Ways' and  Means^ 
including  a  small  portion  reported  by  the  gentleiraii 
from  Tennessee  himself,  of  an  extraordinary  characterp 
though  they  canndt  be  denounced  as  extravagant,  for 
they  were  indispensable.  I  mean  our  large  appropri- 
ations for  Indian  treaties  and  Indian  wars;  more  than 
seven  millions  and  a  half  for  the  former— near  three  mil- 
lions for  the  latter;  and  we  have  yet  to  provide  aome 
three  or  four  millions,  making  an  aggregate  of  near  four- 
teen millions.  Here  are  fourteen  roilUons  of  dol- 
lars in  a  single  year,  of  extraordinary  appropriationa 
for  the  We.>t,  notwithstanding  all  the  declamation 
we  have  heai*d  about  expending  the  whole  Treasury 
on  the  Atlantic  border.  I  care  not  where  the  public 
money  is  spent,  when  applied,  as  in  this  instance,  to 
national  purposes.  I  notice  it  only  to  show  gentle- 
men huw  utterly  unfounded  their  statements  are.  Out 
of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  appropriations  for  extras- 
ordinary  purposes,  in  1836,  near  fourteen  millions  are 
for  our  Indian  treat'es  and  Indian  wars — those  "bcalping* 
knife  and  tomahawk  appropriations,"  as  they  have  beeo 
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denounced  by  the  gentleman  fronn  MMmchusetts,  [Mr. 
Adaxb.]  Does  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  mean  to 
echo  that  sentiment?  Does  he  mean  to  charge  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  with  extravagance  in  recom- 
mending measures  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  our  feUow-citizenn,  in  Florida,  Georgia,  Ala- 
bama, Louisiana,  Mississippi  i  sy,  sir,  even  in  Tennes- 
■ee?  Is  the  gentleman  for  or  against  these  appropri- 
ations? [Mr.  Bbll  replied.]  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  have 
ruffled  the  temper  oi  the  p^ntlenuini  I  have  not  misrep- 
resented him.  I  noted  his  language  yesterday,  and  it 
is  to  that  I  am  replying.  In  enumerating  the  extrava- 
gant appropriations  I  have  reported  from  the  Ways  and 
Means,  the  gentleman  referred  expressly  to  these  Indian 
appropriations,  and  animadverted  on  the  course  of  the 
administration  in  regard  to  Indian  affairs.  Nor  is  it  the 
first  time  he  has  objected  to  them.  On  a  former  occasion 
he  deprecated  the  passage  of  one  of  them  as  premature, 
and  under  a  panic,  without  satisfactory  information  of 
the  existence  of  the  war. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  the  character  and  amount  of 
these  extravagant  appropriations  fur  which  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  has  been  arraigned}  appropriationa  for 
the  navy,  army,  fortiBcations,  and  for  the  peace  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Westi  alrocAt  all  of  which  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  a  large  majority  of  both  Houses,  and  the  larger 
portion,  those  relating  to  Indian  wars  and  treaties^  by  an 
almost  unanimous  vote. 

Thus  much  for  the  extravagance  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Heans)  now  for  the  extraordinary  expendi- 
tures sanctioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  On 
Saturday  last  that  gentleman  voted  for  a  pension  bill, 
wbicli,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  create  an  annual  demand 
upon  the  Treasury  estimated  at  five  millions,  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee.  Sir,  I  respect  the  gallantry  of  our 
Indian  warriors,  and  am  grateful  fur  their  servicesi  but 
if  we  are  to  extend  the  principle  of  pensioning  to  all 
who  are  engaged  in  our  wars,  internal  and  external, 
where  are  the  expenditures  of  this  Government  to  stop? 
If  this  Government  is  to  be  administered  upon  such  ex- 
travagant principles,  we  shall  very  soon  have  a  pension 
roll  extending  to  every  branch  of  the  public  aervice  and 
involving  an  expenditure  of  50  to  60  millions  annually. 

Gentlemen,  sir,  to  whatever  party  they  may  belong, 
who  have  anticipated  that,  by  distributing  the  public 
revenue,  they  were  to  arrest  extravagant  appropriations, 
have  deceived  themselves,  and  sacrificed  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country.  They  have  stopped  the  appro- 
priations for  the  army,  navy,  and  fortifications.  The  bill 
for  the  increase  of  the  army  sent  to  us  from  the  Senate 
will  not  be  acted  upon,  however  urgentiv  it  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  protection  of  our  Western  irontiera^-not  a 
navy  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
will  command  the  attention  of  either  House;  nor  shall  we 
condescend  to  notice  the  new  fortification  bill  sent  to  us 
by  the  Senate.  Such  appropriations  appeal  only  to  the 
patriotism  of  Congress— they  are  sustained  alone  by  great 
considerations  of  national  policy  and  common  defence, 
l^heae,  the  revolutionary  system  of  gentlemen  has  efTec- 
tualiy  arrested.  Not  so,  sir,  with  the  appropriations  for 
rivers  and  harbors,  which  depend  upon  local  and  private 
interests,  reaching  our  congressional  districts  and  our 
own  political  interests.  The  contest  which  we  have  just 
witnessed  between  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Smith,]  and  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  SuTHBULAirn,] 
who  reported  these  two  harbor  bills,  is  an  admirable 
illustration  of  the  whole  system.  The  former  reported 
the  old,  the  latter  the  new  bill.  The  bill  reported  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  did  not  pass  without  some 
difficulty;  but  when  the  new  bill  came  before  us,  it  was 
violently  attacked,  and  in  some  danger.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine,  perceiving  the  danger,  rises  and  defends  the 
bill  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  with 
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great  zeal  and  energy;  gives  it  a  much  higher  rank  and 
character  than  his  own  bill,  and  declares  that  if  either 
is  to  be  reduced  or  rejected,  a  preference  ought  un« 
doubtedly  to  be  given  to  the  bill  embracing  new  works» 
and  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Th« 
latter  gentleman  rises  indignantly  to  repel  the  attack 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Maine  upon  his  own  bill, 
and  deprecates  any  comparison  between  the  merits  of 
the  two  bills;  but  if  there  was  a  difference,  the  works 
already  commenced  ought  not  to  be  left  unfinished,  and 
therefore  the  gentleman  from  Maine's  bill  ought  to  liave 
priority.  This  awkward  contest  between  these  two  gen- 
tlemen,  each  defending  with  energy  the  bill  reported  by 
the  other  in  preference  to  the  bills  reported  by  them* 
selves,  may  appear  mysterious;  but  the  mystery  is  easily 
solved.  The  appropriation  for  the  Delaware  breakwater 
was  embraced  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine;  that  for  the  Portland  breakwater  was  in  tho 
bill  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  Sucb| 
sir,  is  the  origin  and  character  of  this  species  of  legisUr 
tion.  You  cannot  stop  it  by  distribution,  for  it  is  susr 
tained  by  the  same  corrupting  principle  of  compromise, 
But  you  do  arrest  appropriations  for  national  objects— 
for  all  such  we  are  worse  off  than  we  were  under  the 
old  confederation.  Then  we  made  requisitions  upon 
the  States  for  their  money  for  eoipmon  defence;  now« 
we  may  make  requisitions  for  our  own  for  the  ssme  com^ 
mon  purpose,  without  having  the  slightest  attention  paid 
to  our  requisitions. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  the  one  reported  by 
the  gentlemsn  from  Pennsylvania,  and  for  new  works. 
These  appropriations  are  of  recent  origin,  but  of  rapid 
growth,  and  deserve  more  attention  than  they  have 
hitherto  received.  The  following  statement  shows  their 
progress: 

1817  .            -            -            -  - 

1818  .            -            -            -  $3,247  50 

1819  -            -            -            -  *»323  22 

1820  -            -            -            -  S38  00 

1821  •            -            -            -  %T57  50 

1822  -            -            -            -  3  50 

1823  .            -            -            -  - 

1824  .            .            .            .  - 

1825  -            -            -  400  00 

1826  -            -            -            -  - 

1827  .            -            .            -  82,589  70 

1828  •            -            -     '      -  121,094  35 

1829  -            -            -            -  505,666  43 

1830  ...            -  298,655  94 

1831  ....  667,846  19 

1832  -            -            -            -  533,249  00 

1833  ....  694,638  67 

1834  ....  642,536  46 

1835  -            -    a  little  over  505,000  00 

These  expenditures  were  scarcely  known  till  1827, 
the  second  year  of  the  late  administration  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adahs.]  In  that  year  they 
amounted  to  about  eighty-two  thousand  dollars,  and  in 
two  years  they  increased  to  four  and  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  We  have  now  before  us  two  bills,  each 
amounting  to  near  a  million.  We  have  already  expend- 
ed in  nine  years  more  than  four  millions.  We  are  asked 
for  a  million  to  continue  our  old  works  in  the  present, 
year.  And  here  we  have  another  bill  proposing  a  mil- 
lion for  commencing  new  improvemcnta.  We  are  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  an  additional  expenditure  of  ten 
millions. 

But  I  have  another  and  an  important  obiection  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  We  have  commenced  a  new  era  in 
our  financial  concerns,  and  in  the  practical  operation  of 
our  Government.  We  have  directed  all  the  money  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January  next,  over  fire  mil- 
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lions,  whether  appropriated  or  not,  to  be  distributed 
among^  and  deposited  in  the  treasuries  of  the  several 
States,  in  1837.  That  is,  we  have  appropriated  all  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  over  five  millionsi  whether  it  is 
ever  lo  be  returned,  will  be  decided  hereaAer.  We 
have  not  only,  In  any  event,  temporarily  at  least,  dis- 
posed of  our  surplus,  but  of  all  the  money  which  may 
be  in  the  Treasury,  and  which  ha«  been  already  appro- 
priated for  the  expenditures  of  the  present  year.  We 
have  directed  that  this  money,  previously  appropriated, 
■ball  be  distributed  among  the  States  during  the  next 
year. 

And  now,  sir,  what  is  the  operation  of  ibis  deposite  or 
distribution  bill.^  (I  care  not  by  which  name  it  is  called.) 
We  have  made  at  the  present  session  very  large  appro- 
priations for  Indian  wars,  Indian  treaties,  &c.,  and  we 
may  have  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January  next, 
some  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  pledged  for  these  pur- 
poses, and  for  other  objects  which  will  then  be  actually 
under    contrsct.    'We    divide    the    ten    millions    thus 
pledged,  and  throw  upon  the   revenue  of  1837  that 
amount,  in  addition  to  the  current  expenditures  of  that 
year,  and  to  all  extraordinary  demands,  which  must,  in 
the  present  unsettled  state  of  our  Indian  relations,  be  es- 
timated at  no  inconsiderable  sum,  if  only  required  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  hostilities.     Under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  deposite  bill,  the  Avenue  of  1837  will  not 
meet  the  aggregate  amount  of  all  these  appropriations. 
The  bill  now  under  consideration,  being  exclusively 
for  new  works,  requiring  surveys  or  examinations,  pro- 
poses another  million,  which  will  be  added  to  the  unex- 
pended appropriations  for  1836,  and  will  fall  almost  en- 
tirely on  the  revenue  for  1837.     Whatever  amount  we 
now  add  to  our  appropriations  must,  under  our  new  de- 
posite system,  be  supplied  by  recourse  to  taxation,  by 
an  increase  of  the  tariff*.     Such,  sir,  is  the  operation  of 
your  deposite  bill,  whether  the  honor  of  its  paternity 
belongs  to  the  Senate  or  the  House— to  either  or  boih 
parties.     The  minority  who  voted  against  that  measure 
will  long  have  occasion  to  be  proud  of  their  vote,  while 
those  friends  of  the  constitution  who  yielded  lo  their 
apprehensions  will  remember  but  to  regret  it.     It  is  in 
vain  to  disguise  the  matter;  the  friends  of  the  constitution 
have  been  defeated.    I  was  not  surprised  to  witness  the 
air  of  triumph  displayed  on  that  occasion  by  the  friends 
of  the  tariff  and  of  federal  internal  improvements.     The 
advocates  of  tlie  American  S}  stem  had  just  reason  to 
exult. 

They  saw,  in  an  instant,  the  work  of  years  of  reforma- 
tion swept  away,  the  barriers  of  the  constitution  over- 
thrown, and  the  American  system  restored  in  a  more 
formidable  shape  than  had  ever  been  contemplated, 
even  by  its  projectors.  1  trust,  ^r,  that  though  defeated, 
we  are  not  ready  to  surrender  principles  for  which  we 
have  been  so  long  and,  till  now,  so  successfully  contend- 
ing. '  I  hope  the  contest  will  be  renewed  in  December; 
for,  if  your  deposite  law  remains,  you  must  again  have 
recourse  to  taxation,  and  our  constitution  will  be  effect- 
ually annulled.  For  all  national  purposes  it  will  be  more 
inefficient  than  the  old  articles  of  confederation,  while 
this  Government  will  be  converted  into  an  oppressive 
and  rapacious  tax-gatherer  for  the  support  of  the  States, 
depending,  as  they  will  in  every  branch  of  their  expend- 
itures, on  the  federal  Treasury.  Our  whole  political 
system  will  be  reversed — we  shall  exhibit  the  extraordi- 
nary spectacle  of  a  Government  consolidated  fcir  all  pur- 
'  poses  but  that  great  object  for  which  our  con  ft  deration 
was  formed — common  defence.  1  regret  that  on  so 
great  a  question  the  enemies  of  exorbitant  and  unjust 
taxation,  the  friends  of  a  rigid  boundary  between  State 
and  federal  drtties  and  powers,  should  have  been  sepa- 
rated. I  hope  we  shall  be  more  united  hereafier;  but, 
whatever  may  be  the  tvent,  the  contest  must  Cv>me, 


though  we  go  into  the  fight  crippled  and  wounded  by 
an  arrow  ••  feathered  from  our  own  wing." 

Such  is  one  of  the  great  motives  for  striUng  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  this  bill.  Every  appropriation  now 
made  is  not  to  be  taken  from  your  surplus,  but  will  be 
so  much  added  to  the  taxes  of  the  country.  There  are 
some  appropriations  in  the  bill  which  I  shall  vote  for,  as 
connected  with  our  national  concerns;  but  most  of  them 
are  local,  snd  some  of  them  should  fall,  not  even  upon 
the  treasuries  of  the  States,  but  upon  assessments  upon 
the  towns  for  whose  improvement  they  are  designed. 
These  are  local,  not  national  expenditures;  and  if  we  are 
to  carry  out  this  system,  improve  every  petty  harbor, 
and,  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SuTHEa- 
iand]  says,  "  our  hundred  rivers,"  we  shall  open  a  thea- 
tre of  expenditure  beyond  any  thing  ever  contemplated 
by  those  who  framed  or  by  others  who  hkvc  given  the 
broadest  construction  to  the  constitution. 

On  this  question  1  wish  to  be  frankly  understood. 
While  I  have  always  considered  the  Mississippi,  with  its 
giant  arms  stretching  through  vast  regions  of  our  public 
domain,  as  objects  in  the  improvement  of  which  the 
States  have  a  direct  interest,  I  have  never  considered  it 
a  federal  dy  y  to  provide  for  improving  the  navigation  of 
every  creek  and  river  in  the  country.  Sir,  even  the  im- 
provement of  the  Hudson  1  have  always  thought  more 
a  State  than  a  national  concern.  I  have  never  heard 
the  appropriation  for  that  river  mentioned  in  this  House, 
without  feeling  that  the  character  of  our  State  was  de- 
graded i  that  a  State  like  ours,  great  in  population  and 
powerful  in  resources,  equal  to  many  of  the  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  should  be  petitioning  here  for  the  means  of 
removing  an  obstruction  in  a  river  near  the  head  of  navi- 
gation. I  trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  pride  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  lakes,  w  ill 
be  roused,  when  we  shnll  draw  upon  our  own  vast  re- 
sources, and  not  annually  present  our  petitions  here. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  State,  this  improvement  might 
be  soon  accomplished;  but  so  long  as  we  depend  upon 
our  federal  Treasury,  we  cannot  anticipate  when  it  will 
be  finished.  But,  however  that  may  be,  this  bi-anch  of 
our  federal  expenditure  should  be  rig-dly  examined  be- 
fore we  proceed  further  in  it  \  for  if  we  go  on  as  we  have 
done,  or  as  is  proposed  in  this  new  bill,  we  shidi  be  call- 
ed upon  to  improve  every  harbor  and  river  in  the  coun- 
try, mvolve  our  Treasury  in  millions  of  expenditures  not 
to  be  estimated,  and  in  an  annual  increase  of  taxation, 
without  the  aid  even  of  a  deposite  or  distribution  bill. 

Mr.  BOON  said,  when  they  were  about  fixing  a  dsy 
of  adjournment,  they  were  told,  that  after  that  should 
be  done,  speaking  was  to  cease,  and  the  business  of  the 
country  was  to  be  disposed  of.  He  had  voted  against 
fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  because  he  was  fearful  that 
speaking  would  not  cease;  and  they  now  had  evidence 
that  it  was  not  to  cease.  On  yesterday,  the  whole  d  iy 
was  occupied  in  discussion,  and  the  same*  thing  had  oc- 
curred to-day.  We  now  had  but  seven  or  eight  days 
left  to  transact  all  the  business  yet  unacted  on;  and  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  not  continue  to  discuss  matters 
foreign  from  the  subject  under  consideration,  but  would 
!  allow  the  very  important  business  of  the  country  to  be 
disposed  of  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  went  into  aif  examination  of  the 
appropriations  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  made  a  com- 
parison between  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  pr«»- 
posed  at  the  different  harbors  and  the  amount  of  post»g>e 
received  at  those  harbors,  for  the  purpose  of  showings 
the  insign  ficance  of  many  of  those  liarbors. 

Mr.  8UTI1CRI.AND  briefly  replied  to  the  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  UirnxawooD]  and 
the  gentitrman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cambkklxho.] 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  KVEReTT, 
DENNT,  MeitCRR,  BRIGGS,  HANNEGAN,  RE£D, 
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Improvement  of  Harhort, 


[H.  OT  R. 


HARPER,  ROBRRTSON,  PEARCE  oF  Rhode  Island, 
LOVE,  and  WISE, 

Tl)e  motion  to  strike  out  (he  enacting;  clause  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas  59,  nays  89. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
ViHTOs ;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  offered  an  amendment,  for  improve- 
ments in  the  vicin'ty  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal,  $20,000. 
Agreed  to:  Yeas  64,  nays  57. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  oflTeredlkn  amendment,  for  contin- 
uing the  improvements  of  Tennessee  river,  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  canal  around  Calvert  shoals,  $100,000. 
Agreed  to:  Yeas  YZ^  nays  57. 

Mr.  HARD  olTered  an  amendment,  for  improvements 
at  the  mouth  of  Eighteen  Mile  creek.     Lost. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, for  a  survey  of  the  coast,  from  the  Rigolets,  at  the 
mouth  of  Pearl  river,  to  Mobile  Point,  #l,O09.  Adopted. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  fur  the 
i  approvement  of  the  Thames  river,  Connecticut,  f  13,000. 
Lost. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  to  in- 
crease the  appropriations  for  the  Cochecho  branch  of  the 
Piscataqua  river  to  $10,000.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  for  a  pier  at  Delaware  city.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MERCER  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  im- 
provement of  Cumberland  river,  $30,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  CARTER  offered  an  amendment,  to  provide  for  a 
survey  of.  the  tract  of  country  between  the  Coosa  and 
Hiwassee  rivers.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNER  submitted  the  following  amendment, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  and  near  Havre  de 
Grace,  Maryland:  **For  clearing  out  and  removing  a 
bar  between  the  harbor  of  Havre  de  Grace  and  Spesutie 
island,  $5,000,"  and  urged  the  same  by  a  few  very  forci- 
ble remarks. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  amendment,  on  the  ground 
that  a  survey  had  not  yet  been  made,  and  that  the  bill 
contained  a  provision  appropriating  ftve  hundred  dollars 
for  causing  a  survey  of  the  same  to  be  made. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  for  a 
survey  of  James  river,  .Maine,  $3,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  offered  an  amendment,  for  im- 
provement of  James  river  below  Richmond,  $50,000. 
Lost. 

Mr.  MERCER  offered  an  amendment  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  a  survey  of  Allegany  river,  from  Pitts- 
burg to  Olean,  New  York.     Lost. 

Mr.  DENNY  offered  an  amendment,  for  improvement 
of  Allegany  river,  $50,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  ASH  offered  an  amendment,  fur  the  improvement 
of  Frankfort  creek,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
$tO,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  of  Port  Bay,  New  York,  $5,000. 
Lost. 

Mr.  HARLAN  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  im- 
provement of  Kentucky  river,  $30,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  STORER  offered  an  amendment  to  provide  for 
the  survey  of  a  site  for  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river. 
Lost. 

Mr.  CARTER  offered  an  amendment,  for  continuing 
the  improvements  at  Muscle  Shoals,  Tennessee  river, 
$30,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  for  the 
survey  of  the  Rappahannock  river,  $350.     Lost. 

Mr.  DENNY  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Monongahela  river,  $10,000.     Lost. 

Mi^lERCER  moved  an  additional  section  to  the  bill, 


providing  that  the  several  sums  appropriated  should  re- 
main in  the  Treasury  until  called  for,  to  be  expended  on 
works  already  made.     Lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Green  river,  $50,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  then  offered  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting $20,000  for  the  improvement  of  Rough  and  Panther 
creeks.     Lost. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Norfolk,  $5,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  PEYTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  an  addi- 
tional section,  for  continuing  the  improvements  of  Cum- 
berland river  below  the  mouth  of  Laurel,  which  is  hereby 
declared  a  port  of  entry,  $50,000. 

Mr  P.  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of  his  amend-  ' 
ment,  when 

Mr.  McCO MAS  offered  the  following  amendments  to 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee: 

For  Macadamizing  the  turnpike  road  leading  from 
Covington,  Virginia,  to  the  mouth  of  Rig  Sandy,  Ken- 
tucky; and  for  establishing  a  port  of  entry  at  the  falls  of 
the  Great  Ktinawha. 

Mr.  McC.  said  that  it  appeared  to  him  thjat  we  had 
fallen  on  strange  times.  It  has  been  but  a  few  dayt 
(said  Mr.  McC)  since  we  passed  a  bill  regulating  the 
public  deposites  in  certain  local  banks,  and  for  depositing 
the  surplus  revenue,  over  and  above  five  millions, 
with  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  number  of 
their  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Congress.  It  was 
thought  that  a  measure  that  passed  both  branches  of 
Congress  with  such  unanifAy  would  have  given  quiet  to 
the  distracted  councils  of  the  nation,  at  least  for  the  pres- 
ent session;  but,  to  my  great  astonishment,  these  san- 
guine expectations  have  not  been  realized.  The  bill 
now  under  consideration  seeks  to  appropriate  upwards 
of  a  million  of  dollars  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbors 
and  rivers  in  the  United  States,  and  principally  all  new 
works,  as  I  am  informed.  The  artful  manner  of  connect- 
ing the  various  interests  of  the  country  together  in  this 
bill  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  most  superficial  observer. 
Does  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  believe  there  are  five 
of  these  points  that  could  receive  the  votes  of  a  majority 
of  this  House  for  the  sums  proposed  in  this  bill,  if  the 
question  was  taken  upon  their  merits  separately  ?  This, 
sir,  is  the  proper  test.  No  appropriation  of  the  people's 
money  should  be  made,  unless  a  majority  of  the  people's 
representatives  shall  think  it  right.  Sir,  1  have  no  notion 
of  swallowing  this  gilded  pill,  by  uniting  the  good  anch 
the  bad  together^  I  want  to  vote  on  each  proposition 
separately.  This  course  of  legislation  has  been  truly 
denominated  log-rolling;  a  system  corrupt  and  demoral- 
izing in  its  tendency,  and,  if  persevered  in,  will,  in  my 
judgment,  upturn  the  principles  of  this  Qovernment. 

Sir,  1  had  flattered  myself  that  each  State  would  have 
been  permitted  to  make  its  own  improvements;  that  the 
late  division  of  the  surplus  revenue  was  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject, by  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  President  on  that 
subject.  But,  sir,  if  this  mode  of  legislation  prevail,  it 
is  vain  to  talk  of  a  division  of  the  surplus  revenue,  as 
tliere  will  be  none  to  divide.  Upwards  of  twenty  millions 
have  already  been  appropriated,  and  your  table  yet 
groans  under  the  weight  of  bills  containing  multiplied 
millions  more.  Sir,  there  is  one  single  bill  on  your  table 
that  will  and  must  pass,  containing  six  or  seven  millions 
for  Indian  treaties. 

This  bill,  sir,  had  its  origin  at  a  time  that  renders  its 
passage  questionable.  Sir,  it  is  one  of  that  litter  of  bills 
that  was  prepared  at  a  time  when  it  was  thought  wise 
legislation  to  appropriate  the  whole  surplus  revenue  to 
some  object,  in  preference  of  giving  it  back  to  the  peo- 
ple. To  do  this,  it  was  necessary  to  increase  the  objects 
of  appropriation,  and  multiply  bills  on  the  subject,  as  it 
would  not  do  to  present  this  enormous  sum  on  the  At- 
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Improcemeni  of  Harbora. 
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Untie  seacoast  in  one  bill,  lest  the  appalling  sifht  nnight 
ihock  the  nertet  of  the  House.  Hence  we  find  a  har- 
bor bill,  a  liglit-hoiite  bill,  and  a  fortification  bill,  all 
seeking  to  spend  millions  of  money  in  the  same  region 
of  country,  and  st  the  same  potntsi  and  in  addition  to 
this,  we  nml  ourselves  placed  in  the  ridiculous  attitude 
of  having  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction  between  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Internal  Improvement  and  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  both  claiming  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over 
the  same  objectsi  each  prt-sentingto  this  House  bills  ap- 
propriating money  for  the  same  purpose.  Huw,  sir,  is 
this  question  to  be  settled^  Are  we  to  recognise  the 
right  in  both  these  committees  to  levy  money  from  the 
people's  pockets  to  effect  the  same  object?  or  how  is  this 
dispute  to  be  settled?  What,  sir,  is  external,  and  what 
is  internal?  I  am  answered  by  some,  that  all  above  ports 
of  entry  Is  internal,  and  all  below  is  ezternali  that  it  is 
constitutional  to  spend  the  people's  money  to  make  im- 
provements below  ports  of  entry,  and  that  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional to  spend  above  ports  of  entry.  I  cannot  per- 
ceive any  gooa  reason  for  such  a  distinction.  I'o  estab- 
lish a  port  of  entry  is  to  fix  a  suitable  point  for  exterior 
and  interior  commerce  to  meet.  If  it  is  necessary  to  im- 
prove the  river  below,  to  enable  vessels  to  come  to  the 
port  to  receive  the  interior  commerce,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  wliy  it  is  not  necessary  to  remove  the  obstruc- 
tions above,  to  enable  commerce  to  be  brought  down  to 
the  port.  If  this  power  is  claimed  under  that  feature  in 
the  constitution  conferring  on  Congress  the  right  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  between  the 
aeveral  States,  why  should  |ke  improvement  stop  at  any 

g articular  point  on  a  river  tnat  may  run  through  several 
(atfsf  It  to  regulate  commerce  carries  with  it  a  right 
to  make  Internal  Improvements,  the  power  is  not  con- 
fined to  ports  of  entry,  but  is  coextensive  with  the 
United  States.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  this  is  a  diflicult 
aubjecti  but  whatever  may  be  the  true  definition  of  the 
.  constitution,  it  cannot  be  made  to  embrace  a  proposition 
so  absurd  in  itself. 

I  have  long  been  of  opinion,  in  point  of  expediency, 
that  the  subject  of  internal  improvement  should  be  lef\ 
to  the  States.  But  seeing  that  this  bill  embraced  objects 
having  not  half  the  claim  to  nationality  as  the  nmiin 
turnpike  road  leading  from  Eastern  to  Western  Virginia, 
I  was  induced  to  ask  for  the  sum  of  |500,000  for  Mac- 
adamising the  same  I  but,  sir,  to  be  candid  with  you,  if 
the  amendment  be  adopted,  1  should  still,  under  a  sense 
of  duty,  vote  against  the  bill.  1  coukl  not  sanction  the 
principles  of  that  bill,  if  it  brought  a  railroad  through 
my  yard.  Sir,  the  honorable  memt>er  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Pxtton]  has  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  esUblish- 
Ing  a  port  of  entry  above  Nashville,  some  distance,  in 
order  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  some  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue.  I  was  induced  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  to  eatabfish  a  port  of  entry  at  the  fiilla 
of  Kanawha.  He  placed  the  claim  of  his  constituenU 
upon  the  ground  or  the  rich  mineral  productions  of  tliat 
country,  that  would  find  their  way  to  market  through 
that  source,  and  the  fiict  that  many  of  the  veteran  sol- 
diera  tliat  were  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  were 
brought  in  flat^Mttom  boats  from  that  point.  Mr.  McC. 
aaad  it  was  true  he  could  not  say  to  the  committee  that 
an  army  had  ever  been  brought  down  the  Kanawha 
river,  but  he  would  say  that  upwards  of  two  millions  of 
bushels  of  sail  filiated  annually  upon  ita  bosom  to  the 
West*  and  aa  to  minermi  productions^  he  was  certain  the 
claim  was  equal,  if  not  mperior— that  a  finer  coal  regi«»n 
waa  not  to  be  found  any  where;  and  if  the  gentleman  in- 
tends to  bring  his  district  within  the  limits  of  the  oonsti- 
tutKw,  it  wa4  but  «fcir  that  his  ctmstiiuents  should  be 
lilaccd  n\  i^  same  ground.  He  said  he  wiUied  to  rep^' 
jewiii  h«s  di»trici  impaHialh;  hut  he  found,  by  castii^  ' 
kw  c>«  «pon  the  map,  a  portion  of  hts  district  lay  ufHw  1 


the  Allegany  mountains,  a  point  at  which  he  could  not 
fix  a  port  of  entry,  snd  bring  it  within  the  limits  of  the 
constitution,  and  thus  change  its  relation  from  external 
to  that  of  internal,  so  as  to  profit  by  this  new  doctrine. 
He  said  every  gentleman  must  admit,  thai  to  give  the 
constitution  that  construction,  would  be  to  make  the 
constitution  to  depend  entirelv  upon  the  sction  of  Con- 
gress. If  so,  I  should  tremble  for  the  fate  of  my  country. 
This  bill  itself,  connecting  the  Northern  frontier  with  the 
Atlantic  seaboard,  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans,  combining 
in  one  bill  the  various  interests,  is  a  sufficient  comment- 
ary itself  upon  that  point.  Sir,  the  same  combination 
of  intercbt  can,  if  they  choose,  establish  a  port  of  entry 
any  where.  Yes,  sir,  they  may  bring  the  balance  of  my 
constituents  within  the  limits  of  the  constitution,  by  fix- 
ing ports  of  entry  high  up  the  New  and  Greenbrier 
rivers.  Mr.  McC.  said  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would 
cease  to  press  these  extravagant  and  wasteful  appropria- 
tions; that  more  money  haa  already  been  appropriated 
than  could  be  prudently  expended  in  two  years;  that  it 
was  unwise  for  the  Government,  this  season,  to  com- 
mence any  new  works,  as  the  season  was  far  advsnced, 
snd  labor  and  provision  uncommonly  high;  and  that  it 
must  be  evident  to  every  roan  that  these  high  prices 
could  not  long  continue.  They  have  been  produced  by 
the  unprecedented  amount  of  local  banking  capital 
thrown  into  the  money  market,  giving  a  fictitious  and  false 
value  to  labor,  as  well  as  that  of  agriculture,  which  must 
soon  regulate  itself  by  the  standard  value.  He  said 
much  had  been  said  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff*;  great 
fears  had  been  entertained  by  some  that  if  the  surplus 
revenue  was  divided  among  the  States,  it  would  revive 
the  tariff*  and  internal  improvements;  but,  for  his  part, 
he  could  see  no  way  better  calculated  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject than  to  make  these  large  appropriations,  and  swell 
the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government  far  above 
what  the  last  provision  of  the  compromise  act  will  pro- 
duce in  1842.  These  are  the  advocates  of  raising  the 
tariflT,  not  those  who  wish  to  arrest  the  system  of  im- 
provement by  this  Government,  and  give  it  to  the  States; 
and,  with  all  their  prating  upon  that  subject,  the  people 
will  understand  the  matter.  They  underrate  the  intelFi- 
gence  of  the  people,  if  they  think  they  can  cram  these 
absurd  doctrines  down  their  throats. 

I1ie  people  will  look  to  the  acts  of  men,  and  not  their 
professions.  They  will  examine  the  journals,  and  find 
I  he  names  of  these  strict  constructionists  and  economists 
all  voting  for  the  most  wasteful  and  extravagant  expend- 
itures of  the  public  money;  their  names  will  be  princi- 
pally found  enrolled  on  every  amendment  against  reduc- 
tion; snd  yet  nothing  dwelb  upon  their  lips  but  the  tariflT 
and  internal  improvement.  It  is  strange  that  this  new 
liglit  of  breaking  up  the  compromise  bill  never  broke 
upon  their  benighted  vinon  till  the  very  moment  the 
public  money  was  about  to  be  wrung  from  their  bands 
by  a  larg«  majoritv  of  all  parties.  The  plain  man,  of 
common  sense,  will  require  of  these  gentlemen  why 
they  did  not  propose  this  inquiry  at  tlie  first  of  the  ses- 
sion, before  they  voted  lor  alt  these  extravagant  expend- 
iturea,  and  how  it  happened  that  the  tar'#  fever,  just 
at  that  tinse,  began  to  rage  with  such  unabating  furyf 
Those  gentlemen  who*  voted  for  these  extravagant  ap- 
propriations will  find  it  difficult  to  prove  to  the  people 
that  they  are  the  only  political  economises  in  this  land. 
The  pbin  man  will  not  readily  believe  that  to  Uke  large 
suma  of  money  froea  his  pocket  will  add  greatly  to  his 
wealth.  However,  Mr.  Cbatnnan,  it  is  now  ten  o'clock 
at  night;  I  will  not  pursue  the  subject  further,  but  will 
leskve  this  question  to  the  people  to  say  who  has  repre- 
sented their  interests;  for  his  osni  paH,  he  tboogbt  ttie 
expenditures  of  this  GovemaeBt  should  be  confined  to 
a  strict  revemie  standard. 

After   aoac   resswks    by    Messrs.    PETTqH    and 
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6UTHERLAND»  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
PxYTov;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  appeared  there 
was  no  quorum  voting. 

On  motion  of  Bir.  SUTHERLAND,  the  committee 
rose,  and 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Satcrdat,  Juiri  35. 
POTOMAC  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

The  "bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Potomac  Fire 
Insurance  Company"  coming  up  fur  consideration — 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  moved  the  following  amendment: 

'*  Provided,  further.  That  said  company  shall  not  exer- 
cise any  of  the  powers  herein  granted  until  afler  the 
whole  amount  of  capital,  viz:  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  shall  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  of  said 
company." 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  said  that,  having  been  on  the  com- 
mittee a  majority  of  which  reported  this  bill,  his  atten- 
tion had  been  particularly  called  to  what  he  regarded  as 
objectionable  in  it,  and  to  which  a  sense  of  duty  now 
impelled  him  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House. 

To  understand  the  objections,  however,  and  see  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  amendment  proposed,  he  said 
It  would  be  necessary  briefly  to  advert  to  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  charter,  organization,  and  past 
operations,  of  this  company. 

By  the  volume  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  it  appeared 
that  this  company  was  incorporated  in  1S31,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  #300,000,  which  was  divided  into  8,000  shares,  at 
$25  each.  By  information  derived  from  the  officers  of 
the  company,  be  learned  that  but  3,030  shares,  less  than 
one  half  of  the  whole  number,  had  been  subscribed  for; 
that  one  fifth  of  this  amount,  viz:  $15,100,  had  been 
paid  in  cash,  and  four  fifths,  or  #60,400,  had  been  paid 
by  the  endorsed  notes  of  the  stockholders;  and  these 
two  sums  constituted  the  present  capital  of  the  company, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  the  profits, 
which  had  been  reserved  and  added  to  the  capital. 

The  present  extent  of  the  liabilities  of  the  company 
on  contracts  of  insurance  was  something  over  a  million 
of  dollars,  its  actual  capital,  as  before  stated,  including 
the  notes  of  stockholders,  being  only  #75,500. 

Semi-annual  dividends  had  been  made,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  and  the  whole  nett  profits  he  found 
to  have  averaged  29  per  eentum  on  #75,500,  or  #1  50  an- 
nual profits  on  one  dollar  of  capital  actually  paid  in. 

This  company  now  ask,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  by  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House,  for  the  additional  power  to  take  marine 
risks,  to  insure  on  lives,  and  to  grant  annuities,  and  all 
this  without  restriction  as  to  amount,  without  increasing 
the  capital,  or  providing  even  for  the  payment  of  the 
stock  subscribed  for,  and  without  any  new  guards  what- 
ever being  thrown  aruund  the  public  interest.  For  one, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  I  cannot  consent  to  it. 

He  did  not  wish  to  say  any  thin^  to  injure  this  company 
in  public  estimation;  he  had  no  object  to  accomplish  by  it| 
its  members  were  all  strangers  to  him;  but  he  could  not 
avoid  saying  that  in  the  North  this  capital  would  be  re- 
garded as  all  moonshine.  It  would  do  very  well  for 
dividends,  but  not  quite  so  well  for  losses.  While  the 
company  is  prosperous,  and  no  losses  occur,  or  but  slight 
ones,  all  works  well.  The  capital  is  sufficient,  because 
there  are  no  draughts  upon  it.  But  let  there  be  an  ex- 
tensive conflagration,  one  that  would  destroy  one  tenth 
of  the  property  insured,  and  the  capital,  unless  this 
should  constitute  an  exception  to  all  like.cases^  would  be 
nowhere  to  be  found. 

But  the  propriety  of  requiring  some  further  security 
to  the  public,  and  of  making  this  capital  somewhat  more 


substantial,  will  appear,  if  we  inquire  for  a  moment  what 
would  be  the  legal  remedy  of  the  assured  on  his  policy, 
in  case  of  a  loss,  as  the  act  of  incorporation  now  stands. 
We  will  suppose  that  the  officers  of  the  company  refuse 
to  pay;  the  assureVl  then  commences  his  action,  recovers 
judgment,  and  takes  out  his  execution.  But  what  will 
he  do  with  it^  How  will  he  procure  it  to  be  satisfied f 
Arrest  the  bodies  of  the  corporators?  No,  sir;  they  are 
expressly  exempted  from  arrest  by  the  terms  or  the 
charter.  Will  be  attach  the  private  property  of  the 
members  of  the  company?  No,  sir;  that  is  also  expressly 
exempted.  Can  he  uke  the  corporate  properly?  That, 
sir,  la  legally  intangible,  consisting  principally  of  notes 
of  hand,  which  cannot  be  attached  and  sold  on  execu- 
tion. In  what  way,  then,  can  he  procure  a  satisfaction 
of  his  judgment?  If  there  be  any  way,  without  the  vol- 
untary payment  by  the  officers  of  the  company,  I  am 
unacquainted  with  it. 

The  unsubstantiality  of  this  capital  will  still  more  for- 
cibly appear  by  looking  at  another  provision  of  the  char- 
ter. The  fourth  section  contains  the  following  provision: 
•«  That  every  stockholder  neglecting  or  refusing  to  re- 
new  his  notes,  or  neglecting  or  refusing  to  pay  any  in- 
sUlments  when  reouired  by  the  president  and  directors 
so  to  do,  shall  forfeit  all  his  interest  in  thu  company, 
and  be  held  liable  for  his  proportion  of  any  loss  which 
may  have  occurred  previous  to  such  neglect  and  refu- 
sal." 

Now,  suppose  a  stockholder  refused' to  pay  or  renew 
his  notes;  what  ia  the  consequence?  Why,  he  ceases 
ipaofaeto  to  be  a  member  of  the  corporation,  and  forfeits 
the  glorious  privilege  of  paying  his  stock  notes!  For  he 
cannot  be  expelled  from  the  company,  and  compelled  to 
pay  his  notes,  toof  the  charter  expressly  providing  that 
he  shall  be  held  liable  only  •«  for  his  proportion  of  any 
loss  that  may  have  occurred.*'  So  that  if  no  loss  has 
occurred,  why,  he  has  nothing  to  pay.  ^pt,  it  may  be 
asked,  what  harm  is  done  in  this  case?  I  answer  that, 
by  these  provisions,  a  stockholder  may  reoeive  his  share 
of  premiums,  which  are  usually  paid  in  advance,  and 
then  withdraw  from  the  company,  relieving  himself  en- 
tirely from  the  burden  of  fulfilling  the  contracU  which 
the  company  have  entered  into.  This  would  not  only 
be  monstrously  unjust  toward  the  remaining  members, 
but  might  work  very  great  injustice  to  the  persons  as- 
sured, by  leaving  them  no  responsible  persons  to  csll 
upon  in  case  of  a  loss.  Besides,  if  one  may  thus  with- 
draw from  the  company,  why  not  all?  and  thus  leave  the 
assured  entirely  without  remedy,  iiow,  sir,  to  obviate, 
in  some  measure,  these  defects  in  the  act  of  ncorpora- 
tion,  1  have  proposed  this  amendment.  The  whole 
amount  of  the  capital  should  be  paid  in,  which,  by  a 
provision  in  the  original  charter  of  the  company,  can  in- 
vest in  bank  stock.  There  would  then  be  a  substantial 
capital,  something  to  which  the  assured,  in  case  of  a 
loss,  might  look  with  confidence  for  that  which  they  had 
bought  and  paid  for,  viz:  indemnity. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  LAWRENCE 
and  Mr.  WASHINGTON,  the  bill,  on  the  motion  of  the 
latter  gentleman,  was  laid  aside  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

MONUMENT  TO  WASHINGTON. 

The  **  bill  authorizing  the  officers  and  managers  of 
the  Washington  Monumental  Society  to  erect  a  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  George  Washington,  on  the 
public  mall,"  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  HAWES  inquired  how  much  bmd  would  be  re- 
quired for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  LANE  supposed  about  ten  acres. 

Mr.  HAWES  objected  to  passing  bills  of  this  Indef- 
inite character;  there  was  no  limit  to  the  amount  of  land 
that  might  be  taken. 
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Mr.  LANE  remarked  that  it  was  intended  Tor  a  public 
promenade.     He  had  no  objection  to  five  or  four  acres. 

Mr.  MASON  proposed  an  amendment,  in  the  following 
words:  **  to  be  uid  off  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.'*     Afcreed  to. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  D.  J.  P BARGE, 
BOULDIN,  LANE,  and  HARPER,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  limiting  the  time  to  twenty  years,  otherwise 
the  right  and  title  to  the  grant  of  land  should  revert 
back  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the  location  should 
be  between  7th  street  west  and  the  Potomac. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS  moved  to  limit  the  quantity  to  one  acre; 
and,  after  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  LANE,  VINTON, 
and  BOULDIN, 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  as  fol- 
lows: **  not  exceeding  five  acres." 

The  amendment  was  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs. 
CHILD";,  REED,  LANE,  VINTON,  ANTHONY,  and 
JARVIS,  when  the  bill  was  laid  aside  for  future  consid- 
eration. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Livcoln  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  **  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors 
therein  mentioned^  for  the  year  1836." 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pit* 
TON  to  insert  an  additional  section  in  the  bill,  *'  for  con- 
tinuing the  improvements  of  Cumberland  river  below 
the  mouth  of  Laurel,  which  is  hereby  declared  t  port  of 
entry.  $50,000." 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  above  amendment, 
it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  LEONARD  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  im« 
provement  of  the  Susquehannah  river,  near  Oswego, 
with  a  view^tn  the  improvement  of  steam  navigation 
thereon,  f  5,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  strike  out  the  following  sec- 
tion: "For  improving  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Cat- 
taraugus creek,  on  Lake  Erie,  $40,000." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HAWES,  SUTH- 
ERLAND and  HAZELTINE, 

Mr.  SUTFIEKLAND  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  in  the 
original  clause  to  $20,000;  which  wai  agreed  to. 

After  some  remarks  ftom  Mr.  GALBRAITH,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hawks  was  disagreed  to:  Ayes  63, noes  79. 

Mr.  CARTER  proposed  an  appropriation  of  $10,000 
for  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of  the  Muscle 
Shoalst  wliich  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  submitted  an  amendment  appro- 
priating  the  sum  of  $300  fur  an  examination  and  sur- 
vey of  the  passage  of  Cobscook  bay,  in  the  State  of 
Maine;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  made  some  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
appropriation  of  $8,000  for  improving  Whitehall  harbor 
on  Lake  Champlaln,  which  he  said  was  only  the  outlet 
or  termination  of  a  small  creek,  and  then  moved  to 
s»rlke  out  the  following:  •«  for  building  an  ice-breaker  on 
Staten  Island,  $19,500,"  on  the  ground  that  New  York 
ought  herself  construct  such  work. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said  the  pointed  call  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  compelled  him  to  give  the  reasons 
why  his  motion  should  not  prevail. 

But  first,  of  Whitehall:  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey says  that  Whitehall  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
the  termination  of  a  little  creek— that  he  has  been  there, 
and  understands  the  matter. 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  most  astonishing  that  a  gen- 
tleman of  threescore  should  have  fallen  into  so  great  an 
error.  Did  the  gentleman  never  hear  of  Skenesborough 
during  the  Revolution?  of  the  armament,  the  arm%  and 
the  men,  which  filled  out  at  the  harbor  of  Skenesborough? 


Well,  sir,  this  is  precisely  the  harbor  of  Whitehall.  Had 
the  gentleman  never  heard  of  the  fleet  of  McDonough, 
the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  and  that  glorious  victory^ 
Has  the  gentleman  yet  to  learn  that  this  victorious  fleet 
was  built,  fitted  out,  and  sailed  from  this  same  Whitehall 
harbor  which  he  deems  unworthy  of  the  care  of  thit 
Government?  Is  he  yet  to  learn  that  this  sane  Whiter 
hall,  which  he  calls  "  the  termination  of  a  little  creek,"  is 
the  best  if  not  the  only  good  harbor  on  Lake  Champlainf 
and  the  very  appropriation  which  he  proposes  to  strike 
out  is  intended  to  raise  and  clear  the  obstructions  caused 
by  the  sunken  navjr  taken  from  the  enemy  by  McDon- 
ough,  and  brought  into  this  harbor?  Does  not  the  gen- 
tleman know  that  there  is  a  continuous  navigation  from 
New  York  through  this  lake  to  Quebec?  and  hence  to 
China,  if  you  please?    So  much  for  the  tittle  creek,  sir. 

But  I  rose,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  put  the  gentleman  right 
as  to  the  improvement  at  Staten  Island,  which  he  pro- 
poses to  strike  out;  and  I  am  utterly  astonished  to  find 
the  gentleman  wrong  in  this  matter.  Sir,  no  man  on 
this  floor  has  a  more  critical  knowledge  of  the  bay  and 
harbor  of  New  York  than  that  gentleman.  He  knovs 
that  the  United  States  have  a  depot  at  Staten  Islsnd,  a 
great  commercial  station,  requiring  not  less  than  six 
custom-house  officers  to  take  charge  of  the  revenue. 
He  knows  that  during  four  months  at  least  of  each  sum- 
mer every  vessel  that  enters  the  port  must  stop  at  that 
station,  and  a  large  portion  of  them  are  compelled  to  dis- 
charge there.  He  knows  that  this  station  is  at  the  Nar- 
rows bet  ween  the  upper  and  the  lower  harbor;  that  during 
the  winter  many  vessels  are  compelled  to  come  to  here, 
by  reason  of  the  ice  above;  and  that  the  ships  of  the  na- 
vy, as  well  as  those  of  merchants,  are  frequently  in  dan- 
ger at  this  point,  and  that  the  protection  proposed  by 
this  appropriation  is  indispensable.  But,  sir,  the  gentle- 
man asks,  "  why  don't  the  great  State  of  New  York 
do  it  herself?"  Why,  sir,  she  would  ha%e  no  o!)jection 
to  do  it  if  you  will  permit  her  to  derive  the  revenue  from 
it.  Why,  sir,  is  it  Sbked  why?  It  is  because  she  has 
patriotically  relinquished  the  legitimate  means,  in  that 
glorious  compact  of  confederation,  when  every  State 
glowed  with  the  fire  of  patriotism,  when  no  selfish  prin- 
ciple ruled  the  State  of  New  York,  relinquiahed  the 
great  boon  which  the  God  of  nature  gave  her,  to  the 
confederated  States;  and  she  sacrificed  and  transferred 
to  the  Federal  Government  the  great  thrift  of  her  incom- 
parable harbor.  She  cannot,  since  that  compact,  levy  a 
single  dollar  of  revenue  on  exports  or  imports  with 
which  to  improve  the  slight  defects  of  her  hsrbor  which 
nature  left  unfinished;  and  most  prophetic  was  the  dec- 
laration of  the  patriot,  George  Clinton,  that  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  impost  revenue  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  the  sacrifice  of  many  annual  millions  on  the 
part  of  the  State  of  New  York;  **  but  were  it  fifty  millions^ 
patriotism  denwinded  it." 

Sir,  examine  the  document  1a*d  on  your  table  Ihii 
morning.  Ninety  millions  of  imports  into  that  port  alone, 
yielding  to  the  federal  Treasury  probably  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars!  And  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  nature 
has  decreed  an  augmentation  of  this  trade  to  that  port. 
Does  the  gentleman  still  ask,  '*  why  don't  New  York  im- 
prove her  own  harbor?" 

Sir,  1  do  apologize  for  detaining  the  committee.  I 
avoid  speaking  when  I  can,  because  speeches  delay 
proper  legislation,  and  because  I  am  not  an  orator.  I 
feel  sorry,  and  do  regret,  that  while  we  have  but  six  re- 
maining legislative  days,  I  have  been  compelled  to  delay 
the  committee  even  but  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  G1LLET  said  that  his  friend  before  him  [Mr. 
Parker]  showed  a  commendable  zeal  in  protecting  the 
interests  of  the  country  against  improvident  expenditures 
of  all  kinds,  and  he. should  be  the  last  to  object  to  his 
vigilance.  He  had  a  right  to  ask  for,  and  ou&^ht  to  re- 
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ceive,  full  inrornmtion  in  relation  to  all  the  calls  for  ex- 
penditures like  those  to  which  he  had  objected.  If 
those  objections  are  obviated,  as  he  thought  they  could 
be,  of  course  he  would  sustain  the  appropriations.  He 
would  leave  his  colleague  from  the  city  of  New  York 
[Mr.  Las]  to  defend  the  propo^^ed  imnrovements  at  the 
quarantine  near  the  city.  He  would  only  say  that,  on  full 
examination  in  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  he  had  as- 
sented to  that  measure,  as  being  highly  proper.  His 
colleague  had  not,  however,  said  as  much  in  fcvor  of  the 
proposed  improvement  near  Whitehall  as  he  might  have 
done  consistently  with  the  truth  of  the  case.  Although 
he  resided  some  two  hundred  miles  from  Whitehall,  still 
he  was  somewhat  personally  acquaintc  d  with  the  situa- 
tion of  the  obstructions  proposed  to  be  removed.  He 
saw  them  on  his  way  to  this  place  last  fall. 

rt  was  true  that  the  passage  from  the  broad  part  of 
Lake  Champlain  to  this  place  was  very  narrow;  still  it 
was  not  a  creek.  It  was  a  part  of  the  lake,  and  without 
any  more  apparent  current  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
lalce.  Above  Ticondernga,  toward  Whitehall,  the  lake 
in  some  parts  was  little  wider  than  the  canal  insight  of  us; 
still  a  very  expensive  commerce  passed  on  these  waters.  It 
was  the  thoroughfare  for  a  large  number  of  schoonerfi, 
steam  and  other  boats,  and  led  to  the  northern  termina- 
tion of  the  Champlain  canal.  A  portion  of  New  York 
and  nearly  all  Vermont  were  deeply  interested  in  this 
commerce  on  these  waters.  During  the' last  war  this 
place  was  a  thoroughfare  to  the  frontier.  We  had  on 
that  lake,  as  alt  must  know,  during  that  war,  a  6eet 
that  covered  itself  with  glory.  At  the  close  of  thiit  war, 
a  portion,  at  least,  of  our  national  vessels  were  taken 
into  Whitehall.  They  were  there  dismantled  and  brpken 
up,  as  he  had  been  informed,  and  sunk  down  in  this 
narrow  passage.  Since  then,  deposites  have  collected 
around  these  old  wrecks,  which,  together  with  the  wrecks 
themselves,  form  a  portion  of  the  obstructions  proposed 
to  be  removed  by  this  appropriation.  Hence  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  very  considerable  portion  of  these  obatruc- 
tions  came  thereby  the  hand  of  the  General  Goveriiment 
itself.  The  jurisdiction  'then  was  in  the  people  of  the 
State,  and  the  title  in  individuals.  The  Government  had 
no  right  to  leave  any  of  its  property  there,  so  as  to  in- 
terfere with  the  interests  of  those  concerned  in  the  free 
and  safe  navigation  of  those  waters.     It  even  might  be 

*  again  wanted  by  the  General  Government  for  the  use  of 
another  navy. 

No  one  could  object  to  this  Government  making  full 
restitution  for  all  injuries  of  this  kind.  It  was  right  and 
jimt  that  it  should  do  so.  He  must  say  if  there  could  be 
an  instance  where  this  Government  ought  to  clear  out  a 
harbor,  he  was  confident  this  was  one.  He  had  seen  the 
dilBculty  of  getting  in  uith  steam  and  other  boats,  and 
with  vessels;  if  every  me  h)  be  r  here  could  see  the  place  for 
himself,  and  become  acquainted  with  the  causes  which 
occasioned  the  obstructions,  he  was  confident  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  this  appropriation.  Certainly 
no  gentleman  will  con^tent  that  this  Government  shall 
occasion  an  injury  to  any  portion  of  our  citizens,  without 

'  redressing  tt>e  wrong.    7'here  is  now  an  opportunity  to 
do  an  act  of  justice,  in  this  respect,  and  he  hoped  all 
would  consent  tiiat  it  should  be  speedily  done. 
The  House  then,  according  to  order,  took  a  recess. 

EvKsiHs  Sissioir. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union  on  the  '*  harbor 
bill,"  the  question  pending  being  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Pabkxb,  as  stated  above. 

AAer  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  RUSSELL,  the  motion 
was  disagreed  to,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Maumee  river,  below  the  Rapids,  |30,000. 


Mr.  HAMER  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  agreed 
to,  inasmuch  as  it  was  below  a  port  of  entry,  and  had 
been  favorably  reported  on  by  a  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Ayes 79,  noes  44. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  submitted  a  proviso  that  the 
sums  appropriated  by  this  bill«  Jo  be  expended  in  the 
different  States,  should  be  paid  dUt  of  the  amount  of  the 
public  money  deposited  in  such  States,  respectively,  under 
the  bill  passed  regulating  4he  deposites  of  the  public 
money;  which,  after  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  WISE 
and  HARPER,  was  disagreed  to:  Ayes  48,  noes  95. 

Mr.  LYON  moved  a  sum  of  $20,000  for  improving  the 
harbor  at  Mobile  bay.     Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be' reported  to  the 
House. 

LIGHT-HOUSE  BILL. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  "bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  building liglit-houses,  light-boats, beacon- 
lights,  buoys,  and  making  surveys,  for  the  year  1836." 

The  bill  having  been  read,  was  taken  up  by  sections. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  for  the 
survey  of  the  Kennebec  river,  Maine,  $300.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  offered  an  amendment  to  the  clause  for 
a  survey  of  Salem  harbor,  Massachusetts,  by  adding 
«*Lynn,"  and  increasing  the  appropriation  $500. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  hiand,  oflTered  an  amend- 
ment to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the  light-house 
on  Block  Island,  Rhode  Island,  to  $5,000.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  for  a 
floating  light  in  or  near  the  Middle  Ground  on  Long  Is- 
land Sound,  $t0,000i  which  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  114, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  an  amendment,  to  insert  after 
the  word  <<  Delaware,"  the  words  <' and  Schuylkill." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  offered  an  amendment  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  improvement  of  the  Allegany  river 
between  Pittsburg  and  O'ean.     Lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  offered  an  amendment  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  erecting  a  light-house  at  Henderson's,  in 
the  State  of  Kentucky.     Lost. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  offered  an  amendment,  for  a 
light-house  on  James  river,  Virginia,  $5,000.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  also  offered  an  amendment,  for 
a  survey  of  Manhattan  harbor,  on  Maumee  bay,  $'J50. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  offered  an  amendment,  for  a  survey 
of  the  Illinois  river,  from  its  mouth,  $600.     Lost. 

Mr.  OWENS  offered  the  following: 

«•  For  the  placing  a  floating  light  on  the  Savannah  bar, 
near  a  shoal  called  Martin's  Lndustry,  twenty  thousand 
dollars."     Lost. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canal«,  moved  an  item  of  $300  for  the  survey  of  a  site  fur 
a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  at  Cincinnati.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  offered  an  amendment, 
for  a  survey  of  Perdido  and  Pearl  river?,  Louisiana, 
$300.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  offered  the  following  new  section: 

**  Be  U  further  mrfcied.  That  the  reports  upon  all  the 
afores.aid  surveys  shall  contain  a  statement  of  all  snch  * 
facts  within  tl»e  knowledge  of  the  engineers,  respective- 
ly, making  the  surveys,  as  are  or  may  be  materially  con- 
nected with  the  proposed  improvements,  and  also  esti- 
mates, in  detail,  of  the  sums  »<f  morey  ntcessary  for  such 
improvements,  respectively." 

Mr.  Chapin  said  a  sim  lar  provision  is  contained  in 
the  harbor  bill,  which  had  been  bef -rethe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  If  such  a 
provision  could  be  necessary  in  the  harbor  bill,  it  w;.a 
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much  more  important  in  this  bill,  at  it  contained  a  much 
larger  number  of  appropriations  for  surveya.  Besides, 
Congress  looked  to  the  reports  of  the  engineers  to  es- 
tablish the  importance  and  utility  of  the  proposed  im- 
provements. These  reports  came  from  men  uf  science 
and  ezperiencp,  employed  by  the  Government,  who  were 
.  entirely  disinterested,  and  should  imbody  all  the  facts 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  engineers,  materially  con- 
nected with  the  proposed  improvements,  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  come  to  correct  conclusions  in  regard  to  them. 

The  section  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  HA  WES  moved  that  the  committee  rise.     Lost. 

Mr.  JARVIS  offered  an  additional  section,  providing 
that  none  of  the  light-houses  should  be  commenced  until 
the  proper  examinations  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.     Agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  committee  nejct  touk  up  the  biU  from  the  Senate 
to  continue  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

The  question  pending  was  on  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to 
change  the  road  from  a  Macadamized  road  to  a  railroad. 

Mr.  JACKSON  said  that,  having  urged  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  the  expediency  of  changin|^ 
the  plan  of  this  road  from  that  of  Macadam,  and  substi- 
tuting therefor,  in  that  part  of  the  Cumberland  road  not 
yet  completed,  a  railroad;  and  having,  as  I  think,  given 
the  subject  a  careful  investigation,  I  feel  desirous,  not- 
withstanding my  usual  repugnance  to  addressing  this 
House  on  any  subject,  of  presenting  some  of  the  reasons 
which  have  operated  to  produce  entire  conviction  on 
my  mind  of  the  expediency  of  making  this  change. 

I  have  always  been  in  favor  of  this  enterprise,  and 
urge  this  change  because  J  wish  to  continue  to  act  with 
its  supporters,  but  cannot  consistently  do  so  unless  the 
change  takes  place.  The  motives  and  reasons  for  un- 
dertaking tills  great  work  in  1820,  and  which  charac- 
terized it  as  a  national  road,  have  for  sonte  years  ceased 
to  have  any  existence  at  all.  At  that  time  it  was  Urged, 
and  urged  with  great  force  and  propriety,  that  it  open- 
ed an  mdi^pensably  necessary  communication  between 
the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  the  great  West — a  facility  in 
the  beoefits  of  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  nation 
would  participate;  and  that,  by  thus  facilitating  this  inter- 
course, it  would  bring  these  remote  parts  of  our  wide- 
extended  country  into  a  nearer  and  more  profitable  in. 
tercourse,  and  operate  as  a  bond  of  union  between  them. 
But  it  is  now  perfectly  obvious  to  me,  and  ]  think  must 
be  so  to  all  who  will  give  to  tliis  subject  but  a  slight  ex- 
amination, that  these  considerations  do  not  now  exist, 
and  that  this  Congress  have  none  of  the  motives  to  prompt 
them  to  the  continued  support  of  this  road  which  in- 
duced the  Congress  of  1820  to  commence  it.  The  mode 
o(  travel  and  exportation  have,  since  that  time,  under- 
gone an  entire  change.  Science  and  ingenuity  have 
opened  a  far  better  mode  of  communication  between 
these  two  extremities  of  the  nation  than  the  most  san- 
guine dreamer  could  have  anticipated  from  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road.  It  is  now  no  lunger  a  connecting  link 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  West;  nor  would  it,  during 
a  great  proportion  of  the  year,  be  used  at  all  by  the 
travelling  community  in  passing  from  Wheeling  to  St. 
Louis,  even  if  it  were  finished  and  in  perfect  order 
throughout  its  whole  extent.  The  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers  are  now  the  great  travelled  routes,  ind  far  superi- 
or in  point  of  convenience,  speed,  and  economy,  to  any 
thing  which  a  Macadam  road  ever  can  be.  Vandalia, 
ttie  capital  of  Illinois,  is  more  ihan  460  miles  from 
Wheeling,  by  the  way  of  ibis  road,  and  les>  than  100  ( 


from  the  Ohio  river,  and  to  that  part  of  the  river,  too, 
which  IS  five  or  six  hundred  miles  nearer  to  her  market 
than  Wheeling.  Not  a  pound  of  her  foreign  supplies  or 
home  productions  will  ever  reach  their  respective  desti* 
nations  by  a  transit  over  this  road;  nor  would  any  tra- 
der, in  view  of  his  own  ease  or  interest,  think  of  passing 
over  this  road  from  one  of  these  places  to  the  other. 
The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  Indianapolis,  the  capital 
of  Indiana.  This  city  is  only  about  100  miles  from  Cin- 
cinnati, and  more  than  300  from  Wheeling.  In  fact, 
neither  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  nor  any  other  State  in 
the  Union,  have  any  more  interest  in  that  part  of  the.'Cum- 
berland  road  located  within  the  limits  of  Ohio  than  they 
have  in  any  of  the  other  roads  in  that  State;  and  to  long 
ai  it  remains  a  Macadamized  road,  the  nature  of  thecas^ 
forbids  the  expectation  that  they  ever  should  have. 
Nor  can  it  with  any  more  propriety  be  denominated  « 
State  road  than  a  hundred  others  in  Ohio.  The  commu- 
nications of  its  own  capital  (Columbus)  are  not,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  with  Wheeling.  The  latter  is  a 
Virginia  city,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  consider- 
ably farther  from  them  than  their  own  Cincinnati,  itself 
three  hundred  miles  nearer  the  great  mart  to  which  all 
the  surplus  pro.luce  of  that  part  of  Ohio  must  go  for  a 
market,  and  from  which  their  foreign  necessaries  must 
be  procured.  If  the  three  per  cent,  reservation  from 
the  sales  of  public  lands  is  the  property  of  and  rightful- 
ly belongs  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  so  narrow  is 
the  extent  of  the  circle  of  the  benefits  of  this  road,  that  I 
fihould  not  expect  one  in  a  dozen  of  the  Representatives 
of  these  States  to  be  willing  to  have  it  expended  on  this 
road;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  time  is  coming,  and  not  far 
distant  either,  when  the  Representatives  of  those  three 
States  will  stand  in  one  undivided  phalanx  on  ih»s  floor, 
and  tell  Congress  the  construc'.ion  of  this  road  through 
their  territories  has  done  them,  as  States,  no  good,  and 
that  the  money  so  prodigally  expended  upon  it  ought 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  payment  of  the  three  per  cent, 
reservation.  What  is  more,  such  a  statement  will  be 
true  to  the  letter,  and  the  inference  just  and  inevitable. 
But  change  the  plan  of  the  road,  make  it  a  railroad,  and 
it  becomes  national  again,  by  becoming  the  shortest  and 
speediest,  the  most  convenient  and  the  most  economical 
route  by  which  the  Atlantic  and  Western  extremities  of 
this  great  and  growing  nation  can  reach  each  other. 
When  this  road  was  commenced  there  was  almost  no 
practicable  way  by  which  the  farthest  West  coula  be 
reached  by  land,  and  the  passage  by  water  from  Wheel- 
ing to  St.  Louis  was  dangerous,  tedious,  and  expensive. 
Now  it  requires,  and  would  require,  if  the  Cumberland 
road  was  completed  on  the  present  plan,  two  or  three 
days  longer,  much  more  labor  and  fatigue,  and  nearly 
double  the  expense,  to  go  by  land  which  it  would  do  by 
water;  neither  way,  however,  could  it  be  done  «« Jew 
ihan  six  days.  By  a  railroad,  forty  hours,  stops  included, 
will  be  time  enough.  Some  of  our  railroad  engine* 
travel  at  a  rate,  ordinarily,  which  would  pass  over  tin* 
whole  route  in  thirty  hours,  and  this,  too,  over  so  much 
of  the  road  aa  is  built  by  the  United  States  at  an  expense 
only  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  repair  and  pay  for  transport- 
ation— probably  about  two  cents  per  mile. 

These  facts,  and  this  view  of  the  subject,  left  no  doubt 
on  the  minds  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  that  a  change  in  your  policy  was 
highly  expedient  and  necessary,  provided  the  railroad 
could  be  constructed  at  a  reasonable  cost,  compared 
with  a  Macadamized  road.  They  accordingly  applied 
to  the  Department  for  information  touching  this  matter, 
and  received  therefrom  a  report  and  estimate  made  out 
by  Mr.  Brewerton,  the  engineer  who  now  has  charge  of 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  whose  recent  posititn  in  rela- 
tion thereto  entitles  his  opinions  and  estimates  to  much 
confidence. 
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From  this  report  we  learn  (hat  the  whole  leiH^th  of 
this  road,  within  the  limits  of  Ohio,  is  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four  miles.  The  entire  coat,  including  what  has 
been  and  what  must  yet  be  expended  for  consi  ruction, 
but  not  including  repairs,  will  amount  to  93,345,989, 
equal  to  $10,473  per  mile. . 

He  also  estimates  the  annual  cost  for  repairs  at 
$189,396. 

For  that  part  of  this  route  on  which  a  change  is  pro- 
posed, that  is,  from  Columbus  lo  Indiana  line,  ninety- 
eight  and  a  Quarter  miles,  the  estimated  cost  of  a  railroad, 
with  a  double  track,  is  $1,003,002,  equal  to  $10,204  per 
mile.     The  annual  repairs  are.estimated  at  $66, 121 . 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  miles  of  this  road  is  in  In- 
diana, upon  which  the  sum  expended,  and  to  be  expend- 
ed, amounts  to  $2,349,573,  equal  to  $15,875  per  milet 
and  its  annual  repairs  are  estimsted  at  $189,788. 

The  cost  of  this. part  of  the  railroad  Mr.  Brewerton 
estimates  at  $2,176,611,  equal  to  $14,707  per  mile«  and 
its  annual  repairs  at  $98,976. 

The  continuance  of  this  road  has  not  yet  been  autho- 
rized in  Illinois  iarther  than  from  Indiana  line  to  Vandalis, 
ninety  miles,  the  total  cost  of  which,  including  the 
amount  necessary  for  its  completion,  is  $1,217,002, 
equal  to  $13,411  per  mile.    Annual  repairs,  $113,565. 

His  estimated  cost  of  the  railroad  is  $1,100,926,  equal 
to  $12,238  per  mile.     Annual  repairs,  $58,945. 

The  result  of  the  whole  of  which  is,  a  railroad,  with  a 
double  track,  may  be  constructed  for  less  monev  than  a 
Macadamised  road,  and  be  kept  in  repair  at  half  the  ex- 
pense. 

The  truth  is  there  are  few  places  in  the  United  States 
where  it  would  be  more  expensive  to  construct  a  Macad- 
amized road,  owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  gravel  and 
stone,-and  consequent  long  and  expensive  haulingi  and 
as  few  places  where  a  railroad  can  be  constructed  at  a 
less  expense,  arising  from  the  extraordinary  level  char« 
acter  of  the  country  over  which  it  passes  throughout 
nearly  the  whole  distance  from  Columbus  to  St.  Lmiis. 

In  connexion  with  these  facts,  altogether  conclusive  in 
themselves,  it  should  also  be  remembered  that,  except 
from  Vandalia  to  St.  Louis,  and  on  about  the  same  or 
less  distance  from  Wheeling  toward  Columbus,  this  road 
will  never  be  extensively  used  for  the  transportation  of 
goods. 

The  seat  of  Qovernment  in  Ohio  will  doubtless  soon 
be  united  to  its  commercial  capital,  Cincinnati,  by  a  rail- 
road, over  which  the  products  of  this  part  of  the  State 
and  their  foreign  necessaries  will  continue  to  pass.  For 
the  transportation  of  passengers  and  light  gooids  a  single 
track  will  for  a  long  time  afford  ample  accommodation. 
I'his  would  diminish  this  estimate  for  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  about  four  thousand  dollars  per  mile,  and  re- 
duce the  annual  expense  for  repairs  full  one  third. 

In  view  of  these  facta  and  considerations,  can  it  be  that 
tbe  congregated  wisdom  of  this  nation,  at  this  time  of 
day,  will  determine  to  continue  this  extravagant  expend- 
iture in  the  way  and  on  the  pUn  they  have  heretofore 
done^ 

The  Legislature  of  Ohio,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
have  already  granted  a  charter  for  a  railroad  from 
Wheeling  to  Columbus;  and  the  Lake  Erie  and  Mad 
river  railroad,  now  in  the  process  of  construction,  runs 
parallel  and  near  to  the  line  of  the  Cumberland  roiid, 
west  of  Columbus,  —  miles.  When  these  roads  are 
finished,  what  will  that  part  of  the  Cumberland  road  be 
worth  to  this  nation?  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing.  It 
must  be  abandoned  by  the  United  States  and  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  repaired,  if  repaired  at  all,  as  all  other 
mere  neighborhood  roads  are.  Of  this  we  have  a  com- 
plete  demonstration  and  illustration  immediately  before 
our  eyes,  and  under  our  own  noses,  in  the  present  situ- 
ation of  the  turnpike  between  this  city  and  Baltimore. 
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Tbe  franchise  of  that  turnpike,  which  cost  such  an  im- 
mense sum  of  money,  is  not  now  worth  one  dollar.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  old  road  from  Baltimore  to  Freder- 
ick, and  of  every  other  turnpike  in  the  Union  which 
runs  parallel  with  a  railroad  to  and  from  the  same  places. 
Viewed  in  the  light  of  truth,  upon  its  own  merits,  and 
apart  from  all  extraneous  circumstances,  the  soundness 
and  propriety  of  the  measure  now  recommended  are 
absolutely  incontrovertible.  And  nothing  is  more  sur- 
prising to  me  than  the  strange  determination  manifested 
by  intelligent  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  to  throw  dust  into 
each  othen*  eyes,  in  relation  to  this  very  important  sub- 
ject. A  railroad  is  a  monopoly! — not  so  democratic! 
They  are  willing  that  gentlemen  of  wealth,  and  sristo^ 
crats,  should  build  railroads,  and  travel  on  them  if  they 
choose!  But  their  constituents  are  all  democratic  repub- 
licans!—plain  men— «nd  want  a  road  on  which  they  can 
all  travel  together :  no  toll,  no  monopoly,  nothing  exclu- 
sive— a  real  ••  people's**  road! 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  do  not  think  this  a  fair  representation 
of  the  democracy  of  the  West.  It  requires  something 
more  than  the  mere  looking  with  contempt  upon  the  pride, 
luxury,  and  extravagance  of  wealth,  to  make  an  Ameri- 
can democrat.  He  is  himself  intelligent,  and  his  means 
are  chosen  with  a  wise  adaptation  to  the  end  he  has  in 
view.  The  fare  on  the  railroad  from  this  city  to  Balti- 
more  is  higher,  in  proportion  to  distance,  than  upon  any 
other  in  the  Union— the  cost  of  construction  being  four 
times  as  great  as  it  need  be  in  Illinois  and  Indiana.  Now, 
I  would  ask  honorable  gentlemen  if  they  can  Qx  their 
thoughts  upon  one  of  their  intelligent  democratic  con- 
stituents, who  would  carry  his  no-monopoly  doctrine  into 
practice  so  far  as  to  pay  three  dollare  and'  fifty  cents  for 
his  fare  to  Baltimore  on  the  turnpike,  and  be  six  or  eight 
hours  on  the  road,  in  preference  to  paying  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  in  thecara,and  be  set  down  in  Baltimore  afler 
a  very  comfortable  ride  of  less  than  three  houn?  The 
truth  is,  none  but  men  of  wealth  can  afford  to  travel 
upon  tbe  gentlemen's  democratic  people's  rosd. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Lass] 
says,  «  What  if  a  railroad  is  better  f"— and  intimates  that 
if  tbe  people  prefer  a  common  road,  it  being  for  their 
use,  gentlemen  from  other  parts  of  the  Union  ought  not 
to  interfere  in  the  matter — ought  not  to  deny  them  such 
a  road  ss  they  choose. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  doctrine  is  true,  and  the  position 
here  assumed  tenable,  it  is  a  mere  locsl  road,  and  upon 
no  proper  rule  of  action  can  Congress  appropriate  an- 
other dollar  for  its  continuation  or  support.  But.  sir,  this 
road  was  undertaken  and  laid  out  as  a  national  onei  baa 
been  uniformly  defended  on  this  floor  on  the  ground  of 
its  generally  beneficial  and  national  character,  and  every 
dollar  expended  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  has  been  from  the 
funds  of  the  nation,  the  reserved  fund  having  long  since 
been  exhausted;  and  I  suspect  that  the  hrnorable  gen- 
tleman himself  wilt,  when  the  main  question  on  this  bill 
comes  up,  defend  it  on  the  same  ground. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  MERCER,  LANE, 
VINTON,  CAMBRELENG,  HANNEGAN,  REYN- 
OLDS  of  Illinois,  KINNAKD,  and  CRANE, 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  that  the  committee  rise}  which 
motion  was  dissgreed  to:  Ayes  58,  noes  65. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  McCARTY 
and  MERCER,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CORWIN  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  tbe 
appropriations  contained  in  the  bill  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  for  roads  in  the  Tei  ritories  of  Mich- 
igan, Arkansas,  and  Florida. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messn.  LANE,  REYNOLDS, 
CORWIN,  and  MASON  of  Virginia,  tbe  amendment 
was  rejected. 

l*he  bill  was  then  Utd  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 


Digitized  byLiiOOQlC 


4499 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


4500 


H.  OP  R.] 


Ttxat—AUeraHon  of  the  Rules. 


IJun  27»  1836. 


Mr.   HAWES  then  moved  that  the  committee  riie; 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes  64,  noes  57. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WISE, 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


MOHDAT,  JUHI  27* 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  a  memoria]  from  a  large  and  re* 
spectable  meeting  at  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  praying 
Congress  to  recogpiise  the  independence  of  Texas,  and, 
in  relation  thereto,  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following 
resolution}  which  was  read: 

Rttohedt  That  an  appropriation  be  made  for  tlie  out- 
fit and  salary  of  a  minister  to  the  republic  of  Texas,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President  at  as  early  a  day  as  shall 
appear  to  him  to  be  expedient  and  proper. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  BELL  moved  to  suspend 
ttie  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BOYD  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

Mr.  MAI<fN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
lubject  on  the  table i  upon  which  motion 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered  <  and 

Mr.  MANN  then  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that  the  subject 
had  been  under  consideration  in  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relatione,  and  that  the  committee  would,  in  a  few 
days,  report  a  bill  in  relation  to  it.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  gentleman  would  waive  the  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BELL  said  the  suggestion  was  certainly  entitled  to 
weight,  but,  as  he  had  no  knowledge  from  any  quarter 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  report  to  be  made  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  as  the  sentiment  in 
favor  of  some  action  on  this  subject  was  very  general  in 
the  country,  and  as  be  had  been  requested  by  a  large 
body  of  his  constituents  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
Rouse,  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  question  being  uken,  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  135,  nays  56. 

So  the  whole  subject,  as  well  as  Mr.  Billys  motion, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ALTERATION  OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  offering  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Striate  and  House  of  Represeniativet  of 
ike  United  Btaiea  of  Amerioa  in  Confess  assembled.  That 
the  following  shall  be  a  standing  joint  rule  of  the  two 
Houses,  viz:  That  after  six  days  from  the  commence- 
ment of  a  second  or  other  subsequent  session  of  any 
Cong^ss,  except  the  final  session  of  such  Congress,  all 
bills  and  j<*int  resolutions,  which  originated  in  and  had 
passed  either  House,  and  at  the  close  of  the  next  preceding 
•ession  remained  undetermined  in  the  other  House,  shall 
be  resumed  and  acted  on  in  the  House  where  it  re- 
mained undetermined,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  an  ad- 
journment had  not  taken  place. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  113, 
nays  45. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution  till  FriJay  next. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  VINTON,  the  motion  was 
disagreed  to;  and,  i«Aer  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
MASON  of  Virgmia,VINTON.  MILLER,and  SPEIGHT, 

Mr.  THOMAS  expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  the 
rule  would  be  adopted.  He  had  some  experience  on 
this  subject.  The  rule,  if  adopted,  would  operate  chief- 
ly on  bills  providing  for  the  payment  of  privste  claims. 


Bills  of  a  general  character,  which  had  passed  one 
branch  of  Congress,  were  nearly  all  disposed  of  by  the 
other  House  before  an  adjournment;  because  they  did 
not  fail  to  create  sufficient  interest  to  insure  such  action. 
It  is  otherwise  with  private  bills.  Many  of  them  are 
acted  on  in  one  or  the  other  House,  without  being  finally 
disposed  of  before  an  adjournment.  By  our  rules,  as 
they  now  are,  bills  in  this  condition  are  in  effect  reject* 
ed.'  And  at  the  next  session  the  petitions  which  gave 
origin  to  them  are  to  be  presented  anew,  and  the  claims 
are  to  undergo  a  new  examination.  This  proceeding 
imposes  on  the  members  of  the  House  unnecessary  labor. 
It  often  happens  that  the  committees  are  cbaneed  in  the 
mean  timei  and  if  only  one  new  member  is  placed  on  a 
committee,  the  whole  matter  is  to  be  re-ezamiaed,  that 
he  may  act  understandingly.  By  this  means,  members 
who  pay  attention  to  business  in  a  committee*room  are 
engsg^d  in  maturing  these  private  bills  for  the  action  of 
the  House,  and  must  necessarilv  be  deprived  of  a  large 
proportion  of  that  time  needed  to  be  prepared  to  take 
part  in  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  subjects  of  a 
more  general  character.  The  great  man  of  private 
business  before  Congress  unavoidably  prolongs  greatly 
its  sessions.  If  members  could  be  relieved  from  the 
labor  of  examining  and  re-examining  those  private 
claims,  by  a  rule  which  would  insure  final  action  on  all 
which  have  been  passed  by  either  House, they  could  then 
lend  their  aid  to  give  impulse  to  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress on  business  of  a  public  character.  The  rule  ought 
to  be  adopted,  not  only  to  relieve  the  members  of  the 
House  from  unnecessary  labor,  but  to  insure  a  speedy 
payment  to  all  claimants  of  their  just  dues. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  100,  nays  not 
counted;  and  the  main  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  HOWARD  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted  without  a  count.  « 

HARBORS,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  Hcnise  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  Mr.  LiircoLir  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  OWENS  rose  to  make  an  appe:il  to  the  House, 
which,  when  he  stated  the  reasons  for,  be  was  sure  the 
committee  would  attend  to.     He  rose  to  move  to  give 

eriority  in  the  committee  to  the  bill  reported  by  the 
ommitteeof  Ways  and  Means,  making  appropr':ations 
to  carry  into  sfTect  certain  Indian  treaties.  Mr.  O.  con- 
ceived it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  take  up  the 
hill  at  once;  and  the  reason  he  would  give,  he  was  satis- 
fied, would  induce  them  to  act  upon  it  without  delay. 
He  (Mr.  O.)  had  received  information  from  Georgia, 
from  individuals  of  all  parties,  that  the  Cberokees  were 
in  a  very  distressed  condition,  being  destitute  of  food; 
that  many  of  them,  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
traversing  the  country  fifty  and  sixty  miles  from  their 
residence  in  search  of  subsistence — ^those  having  means 
purchasing  it;  others  depending  on  the  charity  of  the 
people.  At  the  time  of  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty, 
the  condition  of  the  Cherokee  people  was  well  known, 
they  having  lost  their  crops  during  the  last  fall  by  the 
early  frost*.  The  exigency  was  provided  for  by  the  18th 
clause  of  the  treaty,  stipulating  that  provUions  be  fur- 
nished them.  Mr.  O.  therefore  urged  his  motion,  and 
regarded  its  adoption  not  as  a  matter  of  policy  or  politi- 
cal expediency,  but  as  one  of  humanity,  and  could  not 
anticipate  its  rejection. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  objected,  on  the  (ground  that  he  wish^l 
the  Cumberland  road  billa  first  disposed  of,  as  they  had 
precedence  in  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OwtRs's  motion  was  then  negatived. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  <*  bill  making  appro- 
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pristions  for  certain  military  and  other  roads,  and  Ibr 
ezsminationt  and  surveys,  for  the  year  1836." 

Mr.  CORWIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  items  in  this 
bill  for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  oT 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  on  the  |^and  that  they  were  em- 
braced in  another  bil!{  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORWIN  moved  an  amendment,  for  a  road  from 
La  Plaisance  bay  to  Chicago,  $7,000.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHLBT  proposed  to  amend  the  item  in  the  bill 
providing  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  Missouri  to  Red  river,  by  striking  out 
the  words  *'  southern  boundary  of  Missouri,"  and  Insert- 
ing *•  as  the  place  of  beginning,  on  the  Mississippi,  at 
New  Madrid."  Agreed  to. 

Vavious  other  amendments  were  submitted  by  Messrs. 
REYNOLDS  of  Illinois,  ASHLEY,  HARPER,  MER- 
CER, MASON  of  Virginia,  JACKSON  ol  Massachusetts, 
and  GARLAND  ofViivinia,  some  of  which  were  agreed 
to  and  others  rejectee];  and  after  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  SUTHERLAND,  ASHLEY,  JACKSON  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,  KINNARD,  MERCER,  CORWIN,  LANE, 
HARPER,  PATTOI^,  and  GARLAND  of  Virginia,  the 
bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  committee  next  took  up  the  bill  for  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  across  the  river  Ohio,  on  the  route  of  the 
Cumberland  road;  which  was  considered,  and  the 
blanks  filled  up. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  national  road  from  Vandalia 
to  the  Mississippi  river.  In  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  from 
the  Mississippi  river  to  JelTerson  city,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  was  then  taken  up;  and  after  some  discussion 
between  Messrs.  REYNOLDS  of  Illinois,  HAWES» 
MERCER,  BOON,  KINNARD,  and  VINTON,  the  com- 
mittee rose  without  uking  the  question;  and 

The  House  took  a  recess  till  4  o'clock 
EVBVINO  Ssssios. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Livcolk  in  the  cliair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
the  national  road  from  Vandalia  to  the  Mississippi  river, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hiwas 
to  strike  out  that  part  or  the  bill  which  provided  that  the 
road  should  be  so  graded  as  to  permit  hereafter  the  lay- 
ing of  rails  thereon. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HARDIN,  ASHLEY 
LANE,  and  MERCER,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to: 
Ayes  93,  noes  38. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

The  committee  next  took  up  the  bill  to  continue  the 
national  road  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  Jefferson  city, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  HA  WES  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  in  rela- 
tion to  grading  the  road  with  a  view  to  lay  rails  thereon; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties  was  next  taken  up. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through  by  sections, 

Mr.  ADAMS  wished  to  be  informed  why  the  treaty 
had  not  been  communicated  to  the  House  by  the  Presi- 
dent, as  had  been  customary.  He  had  been  told  that  it 
was  contained  in  a  document,  and  he  should  like  to  know 
what  document  it  was,  for  he  had  not  seen  it. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  rose,  and  gave  the  number  and 
title  of  the  document. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  not  seen  that  document,  and 
he  thought  there  were  not  many  of  the  members  of  the 


House  who  had.  He  said  it  had  been  remarked  that  it 
was  not  customary  for  the  President  to  communicate 
such  treaties;  and,  in  reply,  he  referred  to  the  journals 
of  preceding  session!,  and  read  a  message  of  Prendent 
Jackson,  to  show  that  he  had  communicated  a  similar 
treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  to  the  end  that  Congress 
might  make  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  He  said  it  was  important  that  the  document 
should  be  examined,  not  only  to  the  members  of  the 
House,  but  because  a  large  portion  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  protested  that  the  treaty  was  not  made  by  any 
competent  authority.  He  had  presented  a  memorial 
from  that  nation  a  few  days  ago,  against  the  treaty,  the 
reading  of  which  he  called  for. 

After  the  reading  had  been  proceeded  in  for  some 
time, 

Mr.  HOWARD  objected  to  the  further  reading,  saying 
it  was  a  printed  document. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  had  not  been  laid  on  the  tables  till 
this  day,  and  now  the  House  was  called  upon  to  vote 
upon  it. 

[Cries  of  •*  go  on,  go  on."] 

The  Clerk  continued  the  reading  of  the  memorial. 

After  some  time,  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  bow 
much  more  was  to  be  read,  and  if  it  was  not  the  same 
document  presented  to  the  Senate  when  the  treaty  was 
before  them. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  no;  it  was  a  document  presented  by 
him  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  call  fcJr  the  reading  of  every 
document  that  was  before  the  Senate.  If  there  was  a 
charge  that  the  treaty  had  been  obtained  bjr  fraud,  he 
would  never  vote  a  dollar  to  carry  it  into  effect  till  that 
charge  was  removed.  He  would  not  aid  in  carrying  into 
effect  a  fraudulent  treaty  against  an  ignorant  and  savage 
people. 

The  Clerk  proceeded,  and  concluded  the  reading  of 
the  memorial. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  the  other  bills,  leaving  this  bill  to  be  acted  upon 
hereafter,  when  the  House  should  be  in  possession  of 
documents  they  had  not  seen,  and  which  would  fully 
confirm  all  the  declarations  of  the  memorisl.  He  thought 
the  House  would  perceive  that  this  subject  ought  not  to 
be  decided  hastily  and  without  examination. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  appropri- 
ation for  the  Cherokee  treaty. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  if  the  documenU  which  were  before 
the  Senate  had  been  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  they  were  communicated  with  the 
memorial  by  him;  they  were  confidentially  communicated 
to  the  Senate  by  the  President;  and  after  the  treaty  was 
passed,  and  the  injunction  had  been  taken  off,  he  ob- 
tained a  copy  by  sending  to  the  President.  They  were 
ordered  by  the  House  to  be  printed  with  the  memorial, 
and  why  it  had  not  been  done  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  understood  the  gentleman,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  if  those  documents  had  been  communi- 
cated in  any  other  way  than  by  the  gentleman  himself. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  that  was  what  he  had  complained  of 
last  week— that  the  President  had  not  communicated  the 
treaty  and  the  documents  connected  with  it,  according  to 
custom. 

Mr.  WISE  said  that,  for  one,  then,  he  would  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  never  to  vote 
one  dollar  to  carry  this  treaty  into  effect;  a  treaty  thus 
impeached  by  a  memorial  ably,  reasonably  drawn.  Nei- 
ther would  he  rely  upon  the  documents  in  support  of  it, 
thus  informally  communicated  by  one  of  the  Cherokee 
delegation  to  a  member  of  the  House.  He  wanted  the 
documents  from  the  President  himself.  The  Senate  had 
ratified  the  treaty,  and  had  the  documents  in  its  favor; 
and  it  WM  the  duty  of  this  House  to  look  into  the  causei 
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and  effects,  especially  the  causes  which  had  led  to  it.  It 
was  the  duty  or  the  House  to  look  to  the  money  of  the 
nationi  above  all,  to  the  honor  of  the  nationi  and  In  their 
action  to  see  that  they  did  not  debase  the  character  of 
the  nation  by  the  infliction  of  frauda  upon  the  igno- 
rant, and  violence  upon  the  helplesa.  Let  hinn  know 
that  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  safe ,  that  our  character  is 
not  to  be  implicated  by  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and 
he  did  not  believe  any  question  of  mere  interest  would 
prevent  his  voting  the  appropriation.  He  believed,  be 
said,  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Georgia  dele- 
gation, the  honorable  Representatives  from  that  State, 
would  let  the  House  wait  till  it  could  see  that  the  honor 
of  the  nation  is  not  to  be  tarnished,  now  and  hereafter, 
at  home  and  abroad,  by  carrying  this  treaty  into  effect. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEMO  stated  that  it  had  not  been  cui- 
tomary  for  t  he  President  to  communicate  such  treaties 
to  the  House,  though  it  had  sometimes  been  dune  upon 
a  call  of  the  House  upon  the  Executive  therefor. 

Mr.  OWENS  urged  the  committee  not  to  delay  their 
action  upon  the  bill.  If  the  committee  intended  to  defeat 
the  appropriation,  they  would  agree  to  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the  committee  should 
rise.  He  thought,  if  the  appropriation  waa  delayed 
fbur-and-twenty  or  eight-and-forty  hours,  it  would  be 
defeated  inevitably.  The  documentti,  he  aaid,  had  been 
before  the  House  some  time,  and  gentlemen  could  have 
informed  themselves  sufficiently  upon  the  subject.  If 
gentlemen  would  look  at  them»  they  would  find  that  the 
wrongs  set  forth  in  the  memorial  were  only  imaginary 
wrongsi  and  that  the  treaty  bad  been  negotiated  in  an 
open,  fair,  and  honorable  manner.  He  then  went  at 
length  into  an  examination  of  the  history  and  details  of 
the  treaty,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  two  documents 
in  opposition  to  the  statements  of  the  memorials.  He  ar- 
gued that  the  memorial  was  not  true  in  facts  or  princi* 
plea,  and  was  an  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  Senate  and 
the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  at  some  length  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  OwsHS.  He  said  this  was  a  treaty  alleged  to  have 
been  obtained  by  fraud,  from  a  portion  only  of  the  Cher- 
okee nationi  and  he  would  not  vote  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution, till  the  allegation  was  fully  answered  by  the  doc- 
uments in  potsession  of  the  Executive.  He  spoke  of  the 
partial  council  by  which  the  treaty  had  been  agreed  to, 
while  many  of  the  nation  had  been  kept  away  by  force; 
and  asked  if  such  a  treaty,  so  obtained,  was  to  be  taken 
by  the  people  of  this  country  as  one  to  be  enforced, 
against  the  protest  of  a  large  portion  of  the  Cherokee 
nation.  He  examined  the  character  of  some  of  the  del- 
egates, and  particularly  defended  the  character  of  John 
Ross,  one  of  the  delegates,  who  came  on  to  oppose  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  Senatei  and  commented 
aeverely  upon  the  character  and  conduct  of  Ridge, 
Schermerhorn,  and  others,  who  had  made  it.  He  spoke 
at  length  upon  the  treatment  John  Ross  had  received  from 
the  Georgia  guard,  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial.  He  was 
the  man  who  had  swam  the  river  at  the  battle  of  the  Horse- 
shoe, and  at  the  risk  of  his  life  brought  away  the  canoes 
of  the  hostile  Indians;  and  he  it  was  who  had  been  turned 
out  of  his  own  dwelling,  out  of  the  house  he  had  built; 
at  an  expense  of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  by  a 
Georgia  guard,  and  bis  property  waa  all  given  to  others. 
This,  he  said,  was  the  faith  and  humanity  of  a  Christian, 
civilized  nation!  He  said  John  Ross  was  well  known  to 
many  members  of  the  House  to  be  an  honest,  intelligent 
man,  worthy  to  sit  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  letting 
alone  the  councils  of  an  Indian  tribe;  and  his  objection 
to  the  treaty,  and  be  believed  it  to  be  an  honest  one, 
was,  that  it  would  goad  on  the  people  of  his  nation  to  re- 
sistance, which  would  sacrifice  their  lives,  as  well  as  those 
of  many  of  the  whites.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
pause,  and  not  appropriate  the  money  till  they  had  ascer- 


tained that  it  would  be  properly  applied,  consistently  with 
the  honor  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  WISE  then  renewed  the  motion  that  the  commit- 
tee rise,  and  report  the  bills  upon  which  tbey  bad  paaa- 
ed  to  the  House. 

Mr.  OWENS  requeated  him  to  withdraw  the  motion, 
to  let  a  document  be  read,  showing  the  number  of  per- 
sons present  at  the  making  of  the  treatiea. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  if  that  document  was  to  be  read,  he 
must  call  for  the  reading  of  others. 

Mr.   ADAMS  said,  if  that  course  was  purwed,  he 
should  call  for  the  reading  of  a  document  that  would  be 
found  to  have  some  point  in  it. 
Mr.  WISE  then  insisted  upon  his  motion. 
Before  the  committee  rose,  the  Indian  treaty  bill  hav- 
ing been  laid  aside, 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  some  amendments  to  one  or 
two  of  the  bills  heretofore  acted  upon;  which  were 
agreed  to. 

The  committee  having  risen,  and  reported  the  several 
bills  upon  which  thev  had  concluded, 

Mr.  WISE  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution  calling 
upon  the  Preatdent  of  the  United  States  to  communicate 
to  this  House  the  same  information  in  relation  to  the 
Cherokee  treaty,  lately  ratified,  which  was  laid  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  GILLET  objected,  and  Mr.  WISE  moved  tbe 
suspension  of  the  rules;  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  resolution  being  taken  up  for  consideration, 
Mr.  HATNES  rose  and  said  be  bad  hoped  that  be 
should  never  Again  be  involved  in  a  general  discussion  of 
the  Indian  question;  but  the  allegations,  violent,  gratui- 
'tous,  and  unjust,  which  had  been  preferred  againat  the 
State  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  a  Repreaentative, 
by  an  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Abaxs,] 
msde  it  his  solemn  duty  to  repel  the  assault,  and  to  roll 
it  back  upon  the  aasailant.  I  regret  exceedingly,  aaid 
Mr.  H.,  that  the  honorable  gentleman,  whatever  may 
have  been  his  motive,  (and  that  motive  I  shall  not  now 
attempt  to  investigate,)  should  have  thought  it  necessa- 
ry, in  the  discuaaion  of  a  bill  providing  for  the  faithhil 
p'erformance  of  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians  of  the 
24th  March,  1832,  to  revive  the  exploded  charges  of  in- 
justice and  oppression  on  the  part  of  Georgia  towards 
those  Indians.  Before  proceeding  to  the  discussion  of 
the  subject,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  regret 
expressed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  reminded  me 
strongly  of  the  occasion  on  which  he  uttered  the  same 
sentiment  because  he  could  not  again  throw  back  upon 
the  people  the  choice  of  Chief  Magistrate.  As  this  hii- 
torical  reminiscence  waa  involuntary,  I  tnist  the  commit- 
tee will  bear  with  me  for  expressing  it,  not  intending  to 
inquire  into  his  motive  at  the  one  time  or  the  other.  It 
is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  tbe  defence  in  which  I  have 
been  most  reluctantly  involved,  without  presenting  a 
brief  outline  of  the  political  history  of  this  country  in  its 
colonial,  revolutionar}*,  and  present  state.  The  colonies, 
which  afterwards  became  the  original  thirteen  States  of 
this  Union,  were  either  settled  or  acquired  by  the  Gov- 
ernment or  people  of  Great  Britain.  Deriving  tbeir 
origin  principally  from  a  common  ancestry,  similar  Insti- 
tutions were  common  to  them  all.  Among  the  number, 
Georgia,  as  is  well  known  to  every  one  familiar  with 
American  history,  was  the  laat  colony  planted  by  the 
mother  country. 

In  all  the  charters  granted  by  Great  Britain  to  the  col- 
onies, the  principle  was  assumed,  if  not  directly  expresa- 
ed,  of  the  absolute  right  of  the  colonixing  nation  both  to 
soil  and  jurisdiction  of  the  countries  thus  colonised.  It 
may,  perhaps,  have  been  heretofore  contended,  that  the 
question  of  limits  between  tbe  European  discoverers  of 
this  continent  had  no  reference  to  their  right  of  aoil  or 
jurisdiction  in  respect  to  tbe  aboriginal    inhabitants. 
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But  the  slightest  examination  of  the  colonial  charters 
will  dissipate  such  an  assertion  in  a  moment.  In  no  one 
instance,  is  it  believed,  did  the  Government  or  colonists 
of  Great  Britain  base  their  right  to  settle  this  continent 
on  the  previous  permission  of  its  original  possessors.  Not 
intending  to  trouble  the  House  any  longer  than  may  be 
indispensable  to  the  performance  of  my  present  duty,  I 
forbear  such  references  to  the  colonial  charters  as  would 
clear  my  position  of  the  slightest  reasonable  doubt. 
The  colony  of  Georgia,  then,  was  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  her  elder  sisters  in  respect  to  the  right  of 
her  people  to  a  residence  on  this  continent.  As  there 
were  aboriginal  inhabitants  in  all  the  original  colonies,  it  ^ 
became  necessary  at  an  early  period  of  the  existence  of 
those  colonies  to  establish  some  general  principle  of  action 
towards  them.  And  it  is  believed  by  the  present  speak* 
er  that  the  principle  generally  adopted  by  the  colonies 
on  that  subject  cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  by  refer- 
ence to  the  doctrine  said  to  have  been  delivered  by  a 
distinguished  citixen  of  Massachusettts,  on  the  anniversa- 
ry commemoration  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at 
Plyntouth,  in  Massachusetts,  on  the  23d  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1802.  That  distinguished  individual  is  reported  to 
have  said,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  that  **  The  Indian 
right  of  possession  itself  stands,  with  regard  to  the  greatest 
part  of  the  country,  upon  a  questionable  foundation. 
Their  coltivated  fields,  their  constructed  habitations,  a 
space  of  ample  sufficiency  for  their  subsistence,  and  what 
they  had  annexe4  ^^  themselves  by  their  personal  labor, 
was  undoubtedly,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  theirs.  But  what 
is  the  right  of  a  huntsman  to  the  forest  of  a  thousand  miles, 
over  which  he  has  accidentally  ranged  in  quest  of  prey' 
Shall  the  libera]  bounties  of  Providence  to  the  race  of 
man  be  monopolized  by  one  of  a  thousand  for  whom 
they  were  created?  Shall  the  exuberant  bosom  of  the 
common  mother,  amply  adequate  to  the  nourishment  of 
millions,  be  claimed  exclusively  by  a  few  hundreds  of 
her  offspring?  Shall  the  lordly  savage  not  only  disdain 
the  virtues  and  enjoyments  of  civilization  himself,  but 
shall  he  control  the  civilization  of  the  world?  Shall  he 
forbid  the  wilderness  to  blossom  like  the  rose?  Shall 
he  forbid  the  oaks  of  the  forest  to  fall  before  the  axe  of 
Industry,  and  rise  again  transformed  into  the  habitations 
of  ease  and  elegance'  Shall  he  doom  an  immense 
region  of  the  elobe  to  perpetual  desolation,  and  to  hear 
the  howling  of  the  tiger  and  the  wolf  silence  forever  the 
voice  of  human  gladness?  Shall  the  hills  and  valleys, 
which  a  beneficent  God  has  formed  to  teem  with  the  life 
of  innumerable  multitudes,  be  condemned  to  everlasting 
barrenness?  Shall  the  mighty  rivers^  poured  out  by  the 
band  of  nature,  as  channels  of  communication  between 
numerous  nations,  roll  their  waters  in  sullen  silence  and 
eternal  solitude  to  (he  deep?  Have  hundreds  of  commo- 
dious harbors,  a  thousand  leagues  of  coast,  and  a  bound- 
less ocean,  been  spread  in  front  of  this  land,  and  shall 
every  purpose  of  utility  to  which  they  could  apply  be 
prohibited  by  the  tenant  of  the  woods?  No,  generous 
philanthropists!  Heaven  has  not  thus  placed  at  irrecon- 
cilable strife  its  moral  laws  with  its  physical  creation!" 

Could  the  principle  which  regulated  the  colonies  from 
their  earliest  day  of  strength,  and  beyond  which  Georgia 
has  never  gone,  have  been  more  forcibly  expressed,  or 
eloquently  illustrated,  than  in  what  I  have  just  quoted? 
Can  it  be  that  in  such  wide-sweeping  assertion  of  colo- 
nial right,  the  mind  of  the  orator  had  narrowed  its  vision 
to  the  horizon  of  New  England,  and  the  defence  of  his 
own  puritan  ancestors?  lYho,  that  has  heard  the  an- 
nouncement of  such  a  principle,  could  for  a  moment 
imagine  that  the  mind  which  had  adopted,  and  the  tongue 
which  expressed  it  with  such  eloquence  and  force,  should 
now  utter  unmeasured  denunciation  against  Georgia  for 
having  acted  short  of  the  extent  of  his  own  principle? 
That  principle,  if  his  illustratioDs  are  entitled  to  any 


weight,  goes  the  whole  length,  not  only  of  the  forcible 
dispossession  of  the  savage  of  every  thing  but  his  home 
and  little  spot  of  cultivation,  together  with  such  personal 
trifles  as  his  labor  has  appropriated,  but  sanctions  hit 
entire  ejection  from  it  all.  But  it  is  not  here  necessary 
to  dwell  longer  on  the  abstract  doctrine  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  as  contained 
in  his  anniversary  oration  at  Plymouth  in  1802. 

I  shall  now  turn  my  attention,  after  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  subject  of  the  territorial  limits  created  and 
established  by  the  several  colonial  charters  of  the  old 
thirteen  Sutes,  and  as  confirmed  by  various  public  acta 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  various  colonies,  particularly  those  in  the 
middle  and  norltiern  portions  of  this  country,  carried  out 
the  doctrine  maintained  by  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
18G2,  in  their  legislative  enactments  for  the  government 
of  the  Indian  tribes  within  their  several  limits.  In  proof 
of  this  assertion  it  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  the  stat- 
utes of  a  majority  of  the  colonies  on  this  subject.  That 
Massachusetts  considered  Indians  only  entitled  to  the 
land  improved  and  inhabited  by  them,  is  shown  by  a  co- 
lonial law  of  1633,  <*  For  settling  the  Indians'  titles  to 
lands  in  this  (that)  jurisdiction,*'  in  which  it  is  enacted, 
*'  That  what  lands  any  of  the  Indians  in  this  jurisdiction 
have  possessed  and  improved,  by  subduing  the  same» 
they  have  Just  right  unto." 

**  JInd  lie  it  fxiiriher  ordered  by  ihU  court  and  the  au- 
thoriti/  thereof,  and  be  it  hereby  enaeted^  That  all  that  tract 
of  land  withm  this  jurisdiction,  whether  already  granted 
to  any  English  plantations  or  persons,  or  to  be  granted 
by  this  court,  (not  being  under  the  qualification  of  right 
to  the  Indians,)  is  and  ahall  be  accounted  the  just  right 
of  such  English  as  already  have,  or  hereafter  ahall  have, 
grant  of  lands  from  this  court,  and  the  authority  thereof." 
Various  other  acts  were  passed  by  the  colonial  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  from  the  year  1633  downward  to 
1747,  in  no  one  of  which  is  the  jurisdiction,  entire  and 
complete,  over  all  the  rights  of  the  Indians,  believed  to 
have  been  in  any  manner  relinquished,  restrained,  or  di- 
minished. Being  necessarily  obliged  to  go  over  a  great 
deal  of  ground  for  the  complete  vindication  of  Georgia, 
the  foregoing  evidence  from  the  colonial  laws  of  Massa- 
chusetts is  deemed  sufficient  to  shuw  that  abe  claimed 
perfect  and  entire  sovereignty  over  all  the  Indians  and 
Indian  lands  within  her  limits.  Next  in  order  of  time, 
I  come  to  the  colonial  legislation  of  Virginia.  So  early 
as  the  year  1658, 1  find  in  her  records  the  following  pro- 
vision: *'  Be  it  hereby  ordained  and  enacted^  That  all  the 
Indians  of  this  colony  shall  and  may  keep  those  seats 
of  land  which  they  now  have;  and  that  no  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever  be  suffered  to  entrench  or  plant  upon 
such  places  as  the  said  Indians  claim  or  desire,  until  full 
leave  from  the  Governor  and  councillor  commissioners 
for  the  place.'*  Several  other  laws,  regulating  Indian 
affairs,  were  passed  at  different  times  between  the  years 
1658  and  1705,  inclusive,  by  the  colonial  Legislature  of 
Virginia;  but  the  extract  just  presented  will  suffice  to 
show  that  the  colony  claimed  and  exercised  entire  juris- 
diction over  the  Indians  within  her  limits.  In  the  year 
1663,  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  seems  first  to  have 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  Indians;  and  from  the  tenor 
of  her  enactment  in  that  year,  in  regard  to  their  lands, 
and  the  act  of  1696,  for  restraining  and  governing  their 
persons,  she  seems  to  have  exercised  as  unlimited  con- 
trol over  them  as  she  could  have  done  over  her  white  in- 
habitants. By  the  act  of  1663,  it  is  ordained,  *Mhat  no 
I>erson  or  persons,  for  the  future,  shall  purchase  any 
ands  or  islands  within  this  colony,  of  or  from  the  native 
Indians  within  the  same,  but  such  only  as  are  allowed  to 
do  so  by  the  General  Aasembly,  upon  penalty  of  forfeit- 
I  ing  all  such  lands  or  islands  so  purchased  to  the  colony.'* 
*  By  an  act  passed  in  the  year  1696,  jt  it  ^videdL  <•  that 
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if  any  negroes  or  Indians,  freemen  or  slaves,  shall  be 
found  abroad  after  nine  o'clock  at  night,  at  any  time 
throughout  the  year,  without  a  certificate  from  the  iqas- 
ters,  or  some  other  English  person  of  the  family  to  which 
he,  she,  or  they,  belong,  or  some  lawful  excuse  for  the 
same,  that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person 
or  persons  to  take,  seize,  and  secure  the  same  till  next 
morning,  and  then  bring  them  before  an  assistant  or  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  such  town,  who  shall,  upon  due 
proof  thereof,  cause  said  negro  or  negroes,  Indian  or 
Indians,  to  be  publicly  whipped  at  the  public  whipping- 
post of  such  town." 

In  the  year  1672,  the  colonial  Legislature  of  Connec- 
ticut adopted  numerous  regulations  for  the  restraint  and 
government  of  her  Indians «  among  whi^h  was  one  pro- 
viding **  that  no  Indian  or  Indians  shall,  at  any  time, 
pawaw,  or  perform  outwsrJ  worship  to  false  gods,  or  to 
the  devil,  within  this  colony,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  to  the  public  treasury  of  this  colony, 
for  any  time  any  Indian  or  Indians  shall  be  convicted  of 
perfornking  the  same.'* 

As  further  evidence  of  the  criminal  jurisdiction  ezer- 
eiaed  by  Connecticut  over  Indian?,  and  especially  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  have  made  such  outcry  because 
Georgia,  of  late  vears,  has  exercised  similar  justice  to- 
wards them,  1  will  offer  one  further  extract  from  her.act 
of  1672:  <«  And  whereas  it  is  too  manifest  that  the  In- 
dians, notwithstanding  all  counsel  and  advice  to  the  con- 
trary, have  committed  and  still  do  commit  murder,  and 
kill  one  another,  within  the  English  i^lantalions  in  this 
colony,  and  take  no  course  that  such  justice  be  execu- 
ted on  such  malefactors  as  msy  tske  off  the  guilt  of  blood 
from  the  land;  which  to  prevent, 

«  n  %8  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afiresaidf  That 
if  any  Indian  or  Indians  within  this  colony  shall  wilfully 
and  violently  fall  upon  any  Indian  or  Indians  within  this 
colony,  and  upon  the  English  land,  (except  it  be  such  as 
they  are  at  open  war  with,)  and  murder  him  or  them, 
and  be  thereof  legally  convicted,  every  such  Indian  or 
Indians  shall^uffer  death." 

In  addition  to  the  highest  criminal  jurisdiction  thus  ex- 
ercised by  Connecticut,  the  last  extract  contains  the  sin- 
gular provision  of  legalizing  Indian  wars  within  her  lim- 
its. One  more  reference  to  the  colonial  law  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  I  shall  pass  to  another  colony. 

In  1717,  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  passed  *'  An 
act  concerning  purchases  of  native  rights  to  land." 

"This  Assembly,  observing  many  difficulties  and  per- 
plexities arising  in  this  Government,  by  reason  of  many 
purchases  of  land  made  of  Indian  titles,  without  the  pre- 
ceding allowance  or  subsequent  approbation  of  this  As- 
sembly; which  to  remove,  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
clared by  this  Assembly,  and  the  authority  thereof,  that 
all  lands  in  this  Government  are  holden  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  as  the  lord  of  the  fee,  and  that  no  title  to 
any  lands  in  this  colony  can  accrue  by  any  purchase 
made  of  Indians,  on  pretence  of  their  being  native  pro- 
prietors thereof,  without  the  allowance  and  approbation 
of  this  Assembly."  Other  acts  were  passed  by  the  colo- 
nial Legislature  of  Connecticut,  relative  to  Indians,  in 
1717,  1722,  and  1750,  but  the  foregoing  will  show  most  . 
clearly  that  the  colony  assumed  unlimited  control  ovei^  ^ 
them  and  their  lands. 

In  the  year  1700,  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  is  be- 
lieved first  to  have  exercised  her  jurisdiction  over  the 
Indian  lands,  and  her  legal  records  show  under  that  date 
'*  An  act  against  buying  land  of  the  Indians,"  which  con- 
tains the  provision,  <*that  if  any  person  presume  to  buy 
any  land  of  the  natives  within  the  limits  of  this  province 
and  territories,  without  leave  from  the  proprietors  there- 
of, every  such  bargain  of  purchase  shall  be  void,  and  of 
no  effect."  In  1721,  she  passed  «« An  act  to  prohibit  the 
selling  of  rum,  and  other  strong  liquors,  to  Indians,  and 


to  prevent  the  abusei  that  may  happen  thereby,"  reserv- 
ing *'  thattbe  Governor  and  council,  or  persons  by  them 
authorized  and  appointed  to  hold  treaties  with  any  na- 
tion of  Indians,  may,  at  such  treaties,  give  any  reasona- 
ble quantity  of  rum,  as  by  them  shall  be  thought  neces- 
sary, any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding." 

And  I  find  that,  in  the  year  1744,  colonial  Pennsylva- 
nia assumed  the  jurisdiction  for  which  Georgia  has  with- 
in the  last  six  or  seven  years  been  so  much  derided  by 
some,  and  passed  **  An  act  for  the  speedy  trial  of  capital 
offences,  committed  by  any  Indian  or  Indians  in  the  re- 
mote parts  of  the  province."  In  this  act  it  is  provided 
« thst  all  murders,  manslaughters,  homicides,  felonies, 
and  offences,  whatsoever,  and  accessaries  of  (he  same, 
which  by  the  laws  or  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  province 
are  deckred  capital,  or  felonies  punishable  by  death, 
which  already  have  been  committed,  perpetrated,  or 
done,  or  shall  hereaAer  be  committed,  perpetrated  or 
done,  by  any  Indian  or  Indians,  within  this  province,  in 
places  remote  from  inhabitants,  as  aforesaid,  all  and 
every  such  offence  and  offences,  in  whatsoever  place  and 
county  the  same  hath  happened,  or  shall  happen,  shall 
henceforth  be  inquired  of,  heard,  adjudged,  and  deter- 
mined, before  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  or  the 
justices  of  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general 
gaol  delivery,  to  be  held  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
by  indictments,  inquests,  and  verdicts,  to  be  taken  of 
good  and  lawful  men,  inhabitants  of  the  same  coiinly,  ia 
like  manner  and  form  as  if  such  capital  offence  or  of- 
fences had  been  committed,  perpetrated,  or  done,  within 
the  sftid  county,  any  lav  or  usage  to  the  contrary  there- 
of  in  anywise  notwithstanding." 

There  is  in  this  last  act  of  the  colonial  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  one  feature,  which  shows,  that  however 
well  the  general  doctrines  of  criminal  law  might  have 
been  understood  in  that  day,  the  injustice  of  passing  ex 
poet  facto  laws  does  not  seem  to  have  been  duly  consider- 
ed. New  Jersey  entertained  and  exercised  jurisdiction 
over  Indian  [lands  so  early  as  1703,  as  appeared  by  an 
act  of  her  Legislature,  passed  on  the  I3th  of  December, 
of  that  year,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  the  pur- 
chasing of  land  from  the  Indians,"  by  the  second  section 
of  which  it  is  enacted,  '*  that  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  presume  to  buy,  purchase,  Uke  gift,  or  mortgage, 
or  lease,  of  any  land,  contrary  to  this  present  act,  he  or 
they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  forty  shillings,  money  of 
this  province,  for  each  acre  of  land  so  obtained,"  &c. 
Sec.  Maryland  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  Indiana 
within  her  limits,  by  legislative  action,  at  different  times 
between  the  years  1704  and  1723,  inclusive.  North 
Carolina,  1715  and  1748;  and  New  Hampshire  also  in 
1715.  The  latter  State,  in  the  year  1715,  passed  •«  An 
act  to  prevent  and  make  void  clandestine  and  illegal 
purchases  of  lands  from  the  Indians,"  by  which  it  wai 
enacted,  '<  that  all  deeds  of  bargain,  sale,  lease,  release, 
or  quit-claim  titles,  and  conveyances  whatsoever,  at  any 
time  or  times  since  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred,  without  the  license  or  approbation  of 
the  Genet al  Assembly  of  this  province;  and  all  deeds  of 
bargain  and  sale,  titles,  and  conveyances  whatsoever,  of 
any  lands  within  this  province,  which  hereafter  shall  be 
had,  made,  obtained,  gotten,  or  procured,  from  any  In- 
dian or  Indians,  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
without  the  license,  approbation,  or  allowance,  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  province,  for  the  same,  ahall 
be  judged  in  the  law  to  be  null,  void,  and  of  none  effect, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  though  they  had  never 
been  made."  South  Carolina  exercised  juriadiction  over 
the  whole  Indian  country  within  her  limits  as  early  as 
the  year  1739,  by  enacting  that  no  purchase  of  lands 
from  the  Indians  should  be  made  but  by  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  or  the  colonial  Government,  on  the  pain 
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of  forfeiture.  In  1786,  that  jurisdiction  wu  enforced 
towards  tho  Cherokees,  by  assigpnin^  theiD*  temporarily, 
a  tract  of  country  for  their  occupancy  t  and  in  1808,  en- 
tire soTereignty  was  exercised  by  that  State  over  the 
Catawba  Indiana. 

Thus  atood  the  jurisdiction  of  ttie  colonies  which  bare 
been  mentioned,  in  reference  to  the  Indians  within  their 
several  limits,  at  the  commencement  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution. This  subject  has  not  been  passed  in  review  be- 
fore ttie  committee  in  an  unfriendly  apirit,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  recriminating  any  one  of  the  States  to  the 
early  legislation  of  which  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
advert,  but  to  show,  from  the  most  unanswerable  evi- 
dence, that  the  same  jurisdiction,  and  in  aome  instances 
more,  than  is  exercised  b^  Georgia,  was  exercised  and 
enforced  bv  the  early  legislation  of  a  large  number  of 
the  original  colonies.  1  do  not  know,  if  the  proper 
means  bad  been  within  my  reach,  that  1  might  not  have 
discovered  similar  evidence  in  the  history  of  all.  It 
cannot  matter  in  what  manner  entire  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction  may  have  been  exercised  by  any  one  of  the 
States  in  her  colonial  or  present  condition;  the  fact  of  its 
exercise  is  all  that  is  wanting  to  justify  Georgia  in  exer- 
cisini^  her  rightful  jurisdiction  by  their  example.  U 
thus  appears  that  the  American  Revolution  found  the 
colonies  in  unrestrained  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
Indians  within  their  respective  limits.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  show  that  such  jurisdiction  has  not  been  limited 
or  restrained  in  any  manner,  either  by  the  articles  of 
confederation  or  the  present  constitution,  except  in  the 
single  particular  of  regulating  commerce  with  the  Indian 
tribes;  and  that  if  the  claim  to  exclusive  legislation  over 
tbenn  is  set  up  under  that  grant  of  power,  it  may  with 
equal  propriety  be  set  up  as  against  the  States  of  this 
Union;  and  If  it  can  be  supported  against  them,  this  is 
indeed  a  Government  without  limitation  of  powers. 

It  might  be  sufficient  for  my  argument,  to  show  that, 
althoogb  Indians  have  remained  imbodied  in  most  of  the 
original  thirteen  States  ever  since  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, no  authority  has  been  claimed  for  the 
General  Government,  either  under  the  articles  of  con- 
federation or  the  present  constitution,  even  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  commercial  power  over  them,  much  less 
the  odious  usurpation  of  exclusive  legislation,  as  attempt- 
ed to  be  set  up  against  the  State  of  Georgia.  It  has 
been  already  shown  that  mainy  of  the  colonies  exercised, 
under  the  authority  of  their  charters,  entire  powers  of 
legislation  over  the  whole  extent  of  their  limits,  long 
before  the  declaration  of  independence;  that  they  de- 
rived these  powers  over  the  countries  included  in  their 
charters  from  the  British  Crown;  and  it  is  fearlessly  as- 
serted that  the  jurisdiction  of  Georgia,  under  her  char- 
ter, was  as  unlimited  as  the  rest.  To  show  this,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  proclamation  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  in  1763,  wherein  the  countries  in  posses- 
sion of  Great  Britain,  within  her  colonies,  and  occupied 
by  Indians,  were  reserved  under  *<her  sovereignty,  pro- 
tection, and  dominion."  It  is  true,  that  the  *'  sover- 
eignty, protection,  and  dominion,"  claimed  by  the  Ring 
of  Britiun,  were  said  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians; 
but  it  is  not  the  mode  of  its  assertion  and  exercise  that  is 
at  isstie  between  Georgia  and  her  enemies,  but  the  sov- 
ereignty actually  asserted  and  exercised  by  Great  Britain 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  her  American  colonies, 
and  wnich  passed  to  each,  respectively,  fully,  and  com- 
pletely,  upon  the  establishment  of  their  independence, 
and  its  acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain,  saving  and 
excepting  as  it  had  been  curtailed  and  abridged  by  the 
articles  of  confederation,  and  subsequently  by  the  con- 
stitution. 

But  how  have  the  original  powers  of  the  respective 
States  been  affected  by  the  various  acts  which,  fnr  all 
external  and  many  internal  purposes,  have  made  us  one 


people?  The  first  act  of  union  was  the  declaration  of 
independence,  and  as  its  acknowledgment  by  Great 
Britain  operates  retroactively,  it  will  be  proper  to  in« 
quire  whether  the  declaration  of  independence  modified 
in  any  manner  the  power  or  authority  of  the  aereral 
colonies  within  their  limits.  It  bound  the  colonies  to 
a  common  and  the  holiest  cauae^the  vindication  of  their 
liberties— against  the  odious  oppression  of  the  mother 
country.  But,  except  this  pledge  to  fight  out  the  battle 
of  liberty  to  the  last,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the. declara- 
tion of  independence  modified  in  the  alightest  degree 
the  internal  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States,  nor  do  I 
believe  that  the  contrary  opinion  can  be  sustained  for  a 
moment.  Then,  agreeably  to  what  has  already  been 
shown,  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States, 
at  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence  by  Great 
Britain,  waa  precisely  what  had  been  asserted  and  exer- 
cised b^  her  authority  within  their  limits,  except  so  far 
as  they  had  been  limited  and  restrained  by  the  articlea 
of  confederation.  I  will  now  endeavor  to  show  how  far 
the  entire  sovereignty,  conquered  for  the  several  States 
from  Great  Britain,  has  been  affected  by  the  articles  of 
confederation,  or  the  constitution  which  has  since  been 
substituted  for  it.  But  as  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion relates  exclusively  to  the  jurisdiction  rightfully  be- 
longing to  the  SUte  and  Federal  Governments  with  re- 
spect to  Indians,  I  shall  confine  my  inquiriea  and  illus- 
trations to  that  subject,  adverting  to  other  portions  of 
our  organic  law  only  so  far  aa  it  may  serve  to  throw  ligtit 
upon  this. 

In  illustration  of  my  subject,  I  shall  remind  this  House, 
that,  by  the  second  article  of  confederation,  "each  State 
retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  and 
every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  this 
confederation  expreisly  delegated  to  the  United  Statea 
in  Congress  assembled."  In  the  distribution  of  powers 
conferred  by  that  instrument  upon  the  United  States,  it 
is  further  provided  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  ninth 
ariicle,  that  "  the  United  States  in  Congress  auembled 
shall  also  have  ihe  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power 
of  regulating  the  trade  and  managing  all  affaira  with  the 
Indiana  not  members  of  any  of  the  States:  Providedt 
that  the  legislative  right  of  any  State  within  its  own  lim- 
its be  not  infringed  or  violated."  Thus,  in  point  of 
principle,  waa  the  power  of  the  confederation  over  the 
Indian  tribes,  with  respect  to  their  government  within 
the  States,  left  precisely  as  the  parties  found  it.  Great 
Britain  claimed,  and,  for  every  purpose  of  her  interest  or 
convenience,  exercised  entire  sovereignty  over  Indians 
within  the  limlta  of  her  colonies;  and  most  of  the  colo- 
nies, with  or  without  reference  to  her  sovereignty,  exer- 
cised unlimited  control  over  them;  and  the  declaration 
of  indepencence  and  its  acknowledgment  by  Great 
Britain,  placed  the  respective  States  in  possession  of  all 
the  power  ever  claimed  and  asked  by  her.  That  power 
waa  entire  sovereignty  and  legisUtioo  over  the  Indians, 
which,  within  the  States,  was  not  impaired  or  diminished 
by  the  articles  of  confederation,  but  ia  expressly  saved 
by  the  proviso  to  the  power  conferred  on  the  Union  in 
respect  to  the  Indians.  The  best  exposition  of  a  law  is 
to  be  found  in  the  uniform  and  long-continued  mode  of 
its  enforcement.  Applying  this  rule,  there  ia  no  diffi- 
culty in  determining  that  the  several  States  understood 
the  articles  of  confederation  in  the  sense  which  1  have 
given  to  it,  as  they  continued  to  exercise  the  same  juris- 
diction over  Indians  which  they  h:«d  exercised  in  their 
colonial  6tate,  and  (hat  wa«  complete  and  entire  aover- 
eignty.  In  addition  to  the  numerous  examples  of  colo- 
nial legislation  already  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House,  it  mav  be  further  established  by  reference  to  the 
legislation  of  Virginia  in  her  constitution  of  1776,  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  1777  for  establishing  a  general 
court;  by  the  constitution  of  New  York  in  17779  her 
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Act  for  Indiftn  affairs  passed  in  1783,  and  her  more  re- 
cent legishtion  on  the  subject  in  1813  and  1833,  as  well 
as  her  judicial  decisions;  by  the  Lef^islature  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1783$  of  North  Carolina  in  1778  and  1783;  and 
of  Georgia  in  1789  and  1796,  as  well  as  more  recently. 
It  is  obvious,  from  these  illustrations,  drawn  from  the 
colonial  and  State  legislation  prior  to  the  establishment 
of  the  federal  constitution,  that  the  several  colonies  and 
States  claimed  and  exercised  entire  jurisdiction  over  In- 
dian affairs.  Nor  is  it  believed  that  any  attempt  has  ever 
been  made  to  interfere  with  either  of  the  old  thirteen 
States  on  this  subject,  so  as  to  control  her  municipal 
regulations,  but  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Desiring  to  despatch  this  subject,  which  can  be  but  of 
little  interest  to  this  House,  compared  to  what  I  feel  in 
it  as  a  Georgian,  I  will  now  pass  to  a  very  brief  inquiry 
into  the  powers  conferred  by  the  States  in  the  federal 
constitution,  for  the  regulation  of  Indian  affairs,  and  the 
manner  in  which  those  powers  have  been  executed.  It 
will  be  recollected,  that  whatever  power  or  jurisdiction 
may  have  been  claimed  by  the  Government  of  the  con- 
federation on  one  side,  or  the  respective  States  on  the 
other,  in  regard  to  Indians,  the  subject  is  now  entirely 
regulated  by  the  constitution. 

In  :xamining  the  present  constitution,  it  is  found  that 
it  contains  a  single  grant  of  power  over  Indians  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  a  single  restriction  upon  the 
States.  Tlie  grant  of  power  is  to  be  found  in  the  third 
clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  6rst  article  of  the  con- 
stitution: **To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes." 
It  is  of  the  last  importance,  in  considering  this  clause  of 
the  constitution,  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  commercial 
power,  in  its  three  several  branches,  is  conferred  in  the 
same  terms,  so  far  as  regards  their  import,  and  that  the 
power  is  commercial  only.  It  is  also  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  remember,  that  as  it  embraces  all  foreign 
nations  with  which  we  may  desire  or  must  carry  on  com- 
mercial intercourse,  so  it  embraces  all  the  States  of  this 
Union,  and  all  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  whole  range 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  further  investigation  of  the 
subject,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  same  uniform 
course  has  been  pursued  in  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign  nations; 
they  have  been  treated  as  equal  and  independent  com- 
munities, and  trade  and  commerce  with  them  regulated 
by  treaty  stipulations.  A  similar  principle  has  been 
acted  upon  towards  the  States  of  this  Union;  they  have 
been  treated  as  a  community  of  equals,  and  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  them  regulated  by  the  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution.  Nothing  else  has  been  mixed 
up  with  it;  because  mistaken  or  vicious  politicians  did 
not  find  it  necessary  to  derive  from  it  a  pretext  fur  in- 
termeddling with  their  internal  jurisdiction  over  their 
own  people.  Nor  has  the  enforcement,  or  attempted 
enforcement,  of  the  commercial  power  over  the  Indian 
tribes,  in  its  general  operation  upon  the  original  States 
of  this  Union  within  which  such  tribes  are  or  have  been 
situated,  been  carried  beyond  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the 
constitution.  Indeed,  in  all  of  them,  except  the  Statea 
of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  there  has  never  been 
any  attempt  to  exercise  even  the  naked  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  with  an  Indian  tribe  within  their  limits, 
much  less  any  attempt  to  derive  from  this  commercial 
grant  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  over  them. 
From  the  examples  bhown  of  the  mode  of  enforcing  the 
commercial  power,  by  the  Federal  Government,  towards 
foreign  nations  and  among  tlie  States,  it  is  obvious  that 
no  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  derive,  by  any  impli- 
cation whatsoever,  any  other  power  from  that  grant. 

It  is,  therefore,  inconceivable,  how  such  an  attempt 
should  ever  have  been  made  to  extract  from  the  grant  of 
the  naked  power  «*  to  regulate  commerce  with  tlic  In- 


dian tribes,"  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  over  the 
persons  and  territory  of  any  one  of  these  States,  es- 
pecially when  the  commercial  power  itself  has  never 
been  attempted  to  be  exercised;  but  by  at  least  one  act 
of  Congress,  and  that  the  act  by  which  the  various  acta 
of  usurpation  towards  Georgia  have  been  attempted  to 
be  justified,  has  been  expressly  reserved  from  exercise 
in  all  the  old  Slates  containing  Indian  tribes,  but  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia:  I  mean  the  intercourse  law  of  1802. 
If  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  the  Indian 
tribes  confers  on  Congress  exclusive  legislation  over  per- 
sons and  things  in  the  countries  occupied  by  them,  it  con- 
fers equally  exclusive  powers  within  the  respective  States 
of  this  Union;  as  exclusive  power  over  white  men  at 
llilledgeville,  or  over  red  men  at  New  Ecbota  or  else- 
where, in  the  Cherokee  nation.  The  power  in  each 
case  is  conferred  in  the  same  clause  of  the  constitution, 
and  in  terms  equally  comprehensive  and  unlimited.  How, 
then,  can  it  be  pretended  that  Congress  possesses  it,  in 
every  thing  relating  to  Indians  and  the  territory  occu- 
pied by  them  within  a  State,  without  carrying  along 
with  it  the  claim  to  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  citizens 
of  the  several  States?  The  claim  is  as  monstrous  and 
absurd  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  I  know  it  may  be 
said,  as  it  has  been,  that  the  older  States  have  acquired 
jurisdiction  over  the  Indians  within  their  limits  at  an  ear- 
ly period,  by  their  voluntary  consent;  and  therefore  may 
have  rightfully  exercised  it,  forasmuch  as  such  tribes 
were  not  contemplated  at  the  formation  of  the  articles  of 
confederation,  or  afterwards,  when  the  present  consti- 
tution was  framed.  I  deny  this;  for  the  grant  of  power 
in  reference  to  Indians  in  both  instruments  is  general 
and  unrestricted  as  it  respects  the  States;  and  if  such  vol- 
untary surrender  had  been  previously  made  by  the  In- 
dians, by  these  grants  of  commercial  powers  the  re- 
spective States  delegated  so  much  of  the  Indian  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  Union.  Either  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  have  exercised  the  jurisdiction  heretofore 
claimed  towards  Georgia  over  the  Indians  in  every  State 
of  this  Union,  or  a  gross  usurpation  has  been  attempted 
towards  Georgia  in  the  efforts  heretofore  made  to  en- 
force such  power  upon  her.  It  may  be  said  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  commercial  power  towards  the  Statea  is  re- 
strained and  limited  by  the  guaranty  of  a  republican 
government  to  each  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  by 
that  amendment  which  declares  **  that  the  powers  not 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  United  States,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  people."  If  this  be  so,  and  it  is 
admitted,  the  same  provisions  of  the  constitution  afford 
equal  protection  to  the  States  against  the  exercise  by 
the  Federal  Government  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  over 
Indians  within  their  limits.  But  there  are  other  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution  which  bear  with  peculiar  force 
upon  this  subject.  It  is  declared  that  "  no  new  State 
shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
other  Stste."  Yet,  according  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man. Congress  had  the  right  to  erect  the  Cherokee 
State  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Georgis,  without  her 
consent,  and  against  her  most  solemn  declarations  to 
the  contrarv.  But  I  may,  before  I  conclude,  show 
another  and  not  less  glaring  attempt  to  trample  upon 
tiie  rights  of  Georgia,  by  an  ancestor  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  when  he  filled  a  high  place  in  this  Govern- 
ment. To  return  to  the  subject  immediately  before  me. 
As  the  power  conferred  upon  Congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  States  has  been  justly  so  interpreted 
as  to  include  nothing  else,  and  to  leave  them  in  the  pos- 
session snd  exercise  of  all  powers  not  granted  to  the 
Federal  Government,  nor  prohibited  by  the  constitution 
over  their  while  citizens,  it  is  equally  clear  that  it  in- 
cludes nothing  else  in  reference  to  Indians,  and  that 
they  are  as  fair  and  constitutional  objects  of  the  leg<a- 
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lation  of  the  States  for  every  thing  elte,  as  any  other  de- 
scription of  persons  within  their  limits.  I  will  now  turn 
for  a  moment  to  the  only  direct  restriction  which  the 
constitution  imposes  upon  the  States,  with  regard  to  In- 
dians, having  disposed  of  the  indirect  restriction  growing 
out  of  the  power  conferred  on  Congress  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  the  Indian  tribes.  It  is  this:  that  in  making 
up  their  representative  numbers,  the  several  States  shall 
not  include  <*  Indians  not  taxed." 

If  the  States  only  possessed  such  powers  as  had  been 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  constitution,  it  would  be  an 
irresistible  inference,  from  the  terms  of  this  restriction, 
that  the  States  may  include,  in  their  representative  num- 
bers, Indians  who  are  taxed{  and  of  consequence  that  they 
may  tax  them  for  that  purpose.  But  the  rule  of  interpre- 
ting llie  constitution  is  this,  and  it  is  emphatically  establish- 
cd  by  the  teath  amendment :  «•  That  the  respective  SUtes 
retain  every  power  which  they  have  neither  delegated  to 
the  Federal  Government  nor  prohibited  to  themselves." 
They  ha? e  not  done  the  one  or  the  other  with  regard  to 
the  government  of  the  Indians;  they  have  conferred  the 
same  commercial  power,  and  no  more,  in  the  one  case 
as  tbe  other;  they  have  the  right  to  tax  white  men,  and 
they  have  an  equal  right  to  tax  Indians;  and  the  constitu- 
tion places  taxed  white  men  and  taxed  Indians  on  the 
same  footing  of  federal  enumeration.  Will  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman*  inform  this  House  whether,  at  tbe  formation  of 
the  federal  constitution,  there  was  one  taxed  Indian  in 
the  United  States?  I  have  not  yet  learned  that  there 
was  one;  and  if  not,  it  goes  most  strongly  to  support  my 
argument  on  tbe  subject.  So  far  as  I  know  or  believe, 
the  first  serious  attempt  that  was  persevered  in,  which 
has  ever  been  made  to  interfere  with  the  territorial 
rights  or  jurisdiction  of  Georgia  with  respect  to  Indians 
within  her  limits,  was  made  by  tbe  immediate  succefsor 
of  General  Washington— for  what  cause  I  know  not,  un- 
less it  was  that  she  gave  her  electoral  vote,  in  1796,  to 
Thomas  Jefferson;  and  attempts  of  a  similar  character 
were  revived  and  attempted  to  be  enforced  upon  her 
in  1825  by  the  then  President  of  the  United  States. 
Georgia  then  stood  in  a  similar  attitude*  having  given 
her  presidential  vote  in  1824,  and  her  vote  in  this  House 
in  1825,  in  favor  of  another  individual,  one  of  her  own 
distinguished  sons.  I  have  shown,  by  reference  to  the 
legislative  and  other  historical  memorials  of  this  country, 
that  the  several  States  in  nowise  impaired  or  restricted 
their  iurisdiction  over  Indians  by  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution,  than  they  impaired  and  restricted 
their  jinrisdiction  over  any  other  description  of  persons 
within  their  several  limits;  and  that  a  laree  number  of 
them,  so  large  as  to  establish  the  rule  under  the  consti- 
tution, have  continued  to  exercise  unlimited  and  undis* 
turbed  authority  over  them,  while  attempts  have  been 
iDadc«  for  what  purpose  I  shall  not  here  inquire,  to  make 
Georgia  an  exception  to  that  rule. 

Notwithstanding  the  attempts  which  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  to  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
Georgia  over  the  Indians  within  her  limits,  she  has  not 
ceased  to  claim,  until  finally  she  has  been  permitted, 
without  further  molestation,  to  exercise  her  unquestiona- 
ble right. 

In  1796,  it  is  well  known  that  the  United  States,  by 
commissioners,  entered  into  what  was  called  the  treaty 
of  Colerain,  with  the  Creek  Indians;  but  it  may  not  be 
equally  well  known  that  the  State  of  Georgia  appropri- 
ated money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  that  treaty,  and  for 
carrying  its  provisions  into  effect,  (as  will  be  seen  by 
the  act  of  her  Legislature  passed  in  the  year  1796,)  to 
an  amount  exceeding  thirty-five  thousand  dolUrs. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  commissioners 
who  negotiated  that  treaty  entered  into  stipulations  with 
tbe  Indians  v^hich  were  derogatory  to  the  territorial  rights 
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and  jurisdiction  of  Georgia;  that  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia  protested  most  solemnly  against  those  stipula- 
tions, and  that  upon  its  ratification  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  expressly  excepted  and  reserved  to  Georgia 
her  claim  of  territorial  right  and  jurisdiction;  yet  such 
were  the  facts. 

From  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  Colerain,  and  the  pro- 
test  of  Georgia,  and  the  recognition  of  the  principles  of 
that  protest  by  the  Senate,  no  new  occasion  is  beKeved 
to  have  occurred  to  produce  collision  between  Georgia 
and  this  Government  until  the  year  1825.  But,  as  for- 
merly  hinted,  very  soon  after  the  first  President  of  the 
United  States  closed  his  second  term  of  office,  his  suc- 
cessor turned  his  eye  to  the  wild  lands  of  Georgia;  and 
although  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States  had 
been  settled  by  the  treaty  of  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  ac- 
cording to  the  southern  boundary  of  Georgia,  as  defined 
in  tbe  procUmation  of  George  the  third,  in  1763,  and  re- 
affirmed in  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain  in  1782,  and  finally  by  tbe  definitive  treaty  with 
that  Power  in  1783,  within  a  short  period  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty  with  Spain  by  which  the  question 
had  been  thus  settled,  the  then  President  of  the  United 
States  recommended,  and  Congress  passed,  acts  creating 
a  Territorial  Government  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 
That  President  was  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  not  unknown  to  the  member  who  now  arraigns 
the  conduct  of  Georgia  in  terms  of  such  unmeasured  con- 
demnation. Why  did  not  the  same  President  recommend 
the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  Goveiiiment  upon  the 
wild  lands  of  Massachusetts,  now  within  the  State  of 
Maine  ^  The  southern  boundary  of  the  Union  was  settled 
according  to  the  chartered  limits  of  Georgia,  and  the 
northern  and  northeastern  boundary  in  conformity  with 
the  original  cjiarters  of  the  colonies  there  situated,  now 
members  of  the  Union.  What  better  right  could  exist 
for  usurping  and  tyrannizing  over  Georgia  than  tbe  rest, 
it  cannot  be  possible  for  the  human  mind  to  conceive. 
This  outrageous  and  unjust  oppression  of  Georgia  was 
finally  settled  and  disposed  of  t>y  her  compact  with  the 
United  States  in  1802.  I  will  here,  sir,  once  for  all,  be- 
fore going  further  with  any  other  branch  of  my  inquiry, 
show  the  ground  upon  which  that  compact  placed  the 
relations  of  the  United  States  and  Georgia.  By  it  Georgia 
yielded  no  ri^ht  previously  asserted  or  exercised  by  her, 
but  she  acquired  from  the  United  States  the  obligation 
on  their  part,  on  certain  conditions,  to  remove  the  Indians 
from  within  her  limits.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the 
subject  of  that  compact  was  the  transfer  by  Georgia  of  a 
large  portion  of  her  southern  territory  to  the  United 
SUtes. 

It  should  be  further  observed,  that  the  intercourse 
law,  as  it  has  been  generally  termed,  which  in  its  pro- 
visions exempted  the  Indians,  in  all  the  States  which  bad 
claimed  or  exercised  jurisdiction  over  them,  from  its 
operation,  except  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  was 
passed  on  the  30th  of  March,  1802,  and  that  the  compact 
with  Georgia  was  entered  into  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1802^twenty-five  days  afterwards.  Why  the  inter- 
course law  sbouldi  |>y  its  provisions,  have  exempted  the 
Indians^  in  a  large  humber  of  St»te8»  from  its  operation, 
without  giving  to  the  two  States  mentioned  the  same  ex- 
emption, it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire,  nor  can  it  be  ex- 
plained upon  any  just  principle.  This  is  the  act  by 
which  most  or  all  tne  attempts  to  deprive  the  State  of 
Georgia  of  her  rightful  jurisdiction  over  all  the  soil  and 
all  the  people  within  her  limits  have  been  justified. 

Tho* compact  between  the  United  States  and  Geoi^ia 
was  entered  into  after  the  passage  of  the  act  regulating 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  as  I  have 
already  shown;  and  if  it  contains  any  tiling  incompatible 
with  that  compact,  leaving  any  constitutional  question 
out  of  view,  it  must  to  hr  repeal  that  act. 
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By  the  compact,  as  has  been  already  sta'ted,  Georgia 
ceded  to  the  United  States  *<  all  the  right,  title,  and 
claim,  which  the  said  State  has  to  the  jurisdiction  and 
soil  of  the  land  situated,"  &c.,  (describing  the  land  thus 
ceded  to  the  United  States.)  «« The  United  States  accept 
the  cession' above  mentioned,  and  on  the  conditions 
therein  expressed;  and  they  cede  to  the  State  of  Georgia 
whatever  claini,  right,  or  title,  they  may  have  to  the 
jurisdiction  or  soil  of  any  lands,"  &c.,  (describing  the 
lands  which  Georgia  reserved  to  herself.)  Can  plain, 
practical  common  sense  discern  the  slightest  difference 
between  the  respective  stipulations  of  the  'parties?  It 
would  be  impossible.  How,  then,  does  it  happen,  when 
the  United  States,  from  the  day  this  compact  was  ratified 
by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  in  June,  1802,  have  been 
in  undisturbed  possession  and  enjoyment  of  *<  soil  and 
jurisdiction,"  as  ceded  by  Georgia,  and  have  actually 
erected  two  States  thereon,  and  Georgia  shall  not  have 
and  exercise  the  **  soil  and  jurisdiction"  ceded  to  her, 
pai'ticularly  as  the  terms  of  the  cession  from  the  United 
States  are  so  broad,  and  the  designation  of  the  country 
6o  general  in  its  terms,  as  to  embrace  the  whole  territory 
of  Georgia?  From  the  period  just  mentioned,  1  do  not 
now  remember  that  Georgia  had  any  difficulty  with  the 
Indians,  or  their  white  champions,  until  the  year  1825, 
except  their  hostility  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Cessions  of  land  were  obtained  from  time  to  time  by 
the  United  States,  from  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians, 
in  compliance  with  the  obligations  of  the  United  States 
to  Georgia;  and  however  irregular  her  Government 
might  have  thought  it  to  form  treaties  with  Indian  tribes, 
as  they  were  made  in  fulfilment  of  obligations  to  herself, 
she  did  not  throw  any  obstruction  in  their  way,  on  ac- 
covnt  of  the  mode  in  which  the  General  Government 
might  fulfil  its  stipulation  with  her.  Taking  the  sub- 
ject  as  much  as  I  can  in  chronological  order,  it  may  be 
most  proper  for  me  here  to  repel  a  portion  of  the 
charge  made  by  the  member  from  Massachusetts.  That 
member  would  have  it  believed  that  the  course  of  Geor* 
gia  towards  the  Indians  within  her  limits  lias  been  uni- 
lormly  cruel  and  unjust. 

Sir,  the  Indians  themselves,  and  the  archives  of  this 
Government,  prove  the  contrary.  So  early  as  the  year 
1790,  the  Creek  Indians,  by  the  treaty  of  New  York, 
stipulated  to  return  to  the  State  of  Georgia  its  citizens 
who  had  been  carried  prisoners  into  their  nation,  and 
the  property  which  they  had  taken  from  the  people  of 
Georgia.  In  1796,  by  the  treaty  of  Colerain,  they  again 
bound  themselves  to  restore  prisoners  and  property 
which  they  had  carried  away  from  Georgia.  By  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Wilkinson,  in  1802,  they  appropriated 
five  thousand  dollars  for  the  indemnification  of  citizens 
of  Georgia,  upon  whom  their  people  had  committed 
depredations  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  Colerain,  in 
1796.  More  than  this.  So  far  from  war  with  them 
having  been  provoked  by  the  people  of  Georgia  between 
1790  and  1796,  the  history  of  the  times  shows  that  Geor- 
gia was  not  in  a  condition  to  have  provoked  it.  That 
President  Washington  ordered  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina  to  aid  in  (he  defence  of  Georgia,  if  it  should  be 
necessary,  as  it  was  certainly  believed  to  be,  or  no  such 
orders  would  have  been  given.  In  truth,  and  in  fact,  it 
was  but  part  of  that  general  Indian  war  which  involved 
so  mocbv  if  not  all,  our  Western  frontier,  and  which  was 
brought  to  a  conclusion  mainly  by  Wayne's  victory  at  the 
falls  of  the  Miami,  in  August,  1794.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
dwell  on  the  treaties  made  with  the  Creeks  and<;hero- 
kees,  between  1802  and  1821.  It  is  important  to  give  a 
passing  notice  to  this  latter  treaty,  inasmuch  as  it  recog- 
nised the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  people  of  Georgia, 
for  indemnification  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  incur- 
sions of  the  Creek  Indians,  previous  to  the  30lh  of 


March,  1802,  and  provided  the  sum  of  $250,000  for  tbeir 
payment,  without  interest.     But  that  sum  was  consider- 
ably less  than  the  aggregate  of  losses  actually  sustained 
by  the  people  of  Georgia,  at  the  hands  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians.    I  have  no  doubt,  that  if  all  the  just  claims  could 
be  paid,  with  interest,  from  the  time  the  depredations 
were  committed,  the  aggregate  would  not  fall  short  of  a 
million  of  dollars.  If  I  have  shown  a  voluntary  acknowl- 
edgment by  the  Creek  Indians,  so  late  as  1821,  of  a  debt 
due  the  citizens  of  Georgia  for  spoliations  committed 
upon  them  by  those  Indians  prior  to  1802,  I  think  the 
charge  of  the  member  from  Massachusetts  is  fully  an* 
swered,  and  overthrown,  down  to  that  period.  ^  I  will 
now  examine  a  portion  of  the  history  of  this  subject,  in 
which  the  honoraftle  member  may  feel  a  deeper  interest 
than  in  any  portion  of  the  long  and  uninteresting  detail 
which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  off*er  to  the  Souse  for  the 
full  and  perfect  illustration  of  the  subject.  I  speak  of  the 
treaty  concluded  by  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  at  the  Indian  Spring,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1825,  and  ratified  early  in  the  month  of  March 
thereafter.     This  treaty  had  the  singular  fortune  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  official- 
ly promulgated  after  its  ratification  by  his  successor.     I 
presume  it  is  in  reference  to  this  treaty  that  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  says  of  Georgia,  <*  She  bade  defiance  to 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  nation;  she  nulli- 
fied your  laws;  she  set  at  naught  your  executive  and  ju- 
dicial guardians  of  the  common  constitution  of  the  land." 
Sir,  I  have  shown  that,  in  all  she  has  done  in  reference 
to  Indians,  Georgia  has  kept  herself  within  the  pale  of 
the  "common  constitution  of  the  land,"  as  the  same  has 
been  understood  or  acted  upon-by  a  large  majority,  in- 
deed nearly  all  her  sister  States,  with  whom  she  concur- 
red in  its  establishment;  and  the  facts  and  arguments 
which  I  have  presented  entirely  overthrow  the  unsus- 
tained  assertion,  even  of  an  ex-President  of  the  United 
States.    But  to  return  to  the  treaty.     By  the  second  ar- 
ticle of  that  treaty,  among  other  things,  there  is  this  stip- 
ulation:  ««  The  United  States  agree  to  pay  to  the  nation 
emigrating  from  the  lands  herein  ceded,  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  which  amount  there  shall 
be  paid  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  (the  Indi- 
ans,) as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars."    And 
it  was  further  stipulated,  in  the  fifth  article,  "at  the 
particular  request  of  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
that  the  payment  and  disbursement  of  the  first  sum  here- 
in provided  for  shall  be  made  by  the  present  commis- 
sioners negotiating  this  treaty."    The  necessary  appro- 
priation was  made,  at  the  same  session  of  Congress  at 
which  the  treaty  was  ratified,  to  carry  it  into  effect.     In 
compliance  with  the  provision  of  the  treaty  requiring 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
**as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty,"  and  to  be  paid  by  the  "  commissioners  negotia- 
ting it,"  that  sum  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Duncan  G. 
Campbell  and  James  Merri wether,  the  commissioners* 
to  be  paid  over  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
As  the  cession  of  land  obtained  by  the  treaty  was  for  the 
use,  benefit,  and  occupancy,  of  the  people  of  Georgia, 
the  Governor  of  that  State  issued  his  proclamation  on  the 
22d  of  the  same  month,  (of  March,)  **  warning  all  per- 
sons, citizens  of  Georgia,  or  others,  against  trespassing 
or  intruding  upon  the  lands  occupied  by  the  IndiajM 
within  the  limits  of  this  State,"  although  the  treaty  sur- 
rendered all  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Creeks  within  the 
limits  of  Georgia.  On  the  18th  of  April,  1825,  Governor 
Troup  issued  his  proclamation  convening  the  Legislature, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  disposal  of  the  lands  ac- 
quired by  the  then  late  treaty  with,  the  Creek  Indians. 
The  Legislature  convened  on  the  23d  of  May  thereafter, 
and  within  a  few  days  passed  an  act  disposifig' of  the  ac- 
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quired  territory  by  lottery,  the  mode  of  distribution 
which  had  been  pursued  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

This  act  did  not  authorize  the  immediate  occupancy 
of  the  lands,  but  provided  for  its  survey  at  an  early 
period.  Was  there  a  subsisting  treaty  with  the  Greek 
Indians  to  all  the  lands  then  occupied  by  them  within 
the  limits  of  Georgia?  There  was,  as  I  have  already 
ahown,  and  money  appropriated  and  placed  in  the  bands 
of  the  commissioners  for  making  payment  of  the  first  in- 
stalment stipulated  by  it.  IVho,  then,  nullified  the  trea- 
ty? Georgia,  by  her  act  to  surrey  the  land,  and  draw  a 
lottery  for  it,  when  the  consummation  of  that  treaty 
made  the  land  the  rightful  property  of  her  citizens? 
Certainly  not.  Who,  then,  was  the  nullifier?  The  then 
President  of  the  United  3tates;  for  it  was  he  who  arrest- 
ed this  treaty,  this  supreme  law  of  the  land,  on  his  mere 
motion,  his  own  will  and  pleasure,  and  not  the  Govern- 
ment or  people  of  Georgia.  The  constitution  makes  alL 
treaties  a  portion  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  with 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  nothing  to 
do  but  to  execute  them.  But,  as  I  have  said,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  did  arrest  the  operation  of  the 
treaty  of  1825,  by  arbitrarily  withdrawing  from  the  com- 
raissioners  the  money  which  had  been  appropriated  by 
Congress,  and  placed  in  their  hands  to  be  paid  over  '*  as 
soon  as  practicable,"  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
It  matters  not  what  was  the  pretext  for  so  doing;  the  act 
was  done,  and  done  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the 
operation  of  a  supreme  law  of  the  land.  I  again  say, 
that  in  the  contest  which  occurred  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  Georgia  and  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in 
1825,  and  what  grew  out  of  it,  John  Quincy  Adams,  the 
then  President  of  the  United  States,  was  the  nullifier, 
and  that  the  authorities  of  Georgia  were  only  struggling 
to  sustain  a  **  supreme  law  of  the  land."  I  know  that 
this  course^has  its  attempted  justification  of  fraud  or  ir- 
regularity in  the  making  of  the  treaty  referred  to,  but  I 
also  know  that  a  President  of  the  United  States  must 
execute  the  law  as  he  finds  it,  allowing  to  him  a  just  ex- 
ercise of  his  judgment  whether  it  violates  the  federal 
constitution.  I  very  well  remember  the  principal  inci- 
dents of  a  public  nature  which  occurred  at  the  time  re- 
ferred to,  and  within  the  following  years  of  the  presi- 
dential term  of  the  then  Chief  Magistrafe.  The  plea  of 
fraud  was  set  up  to  cover  bis  nullification,  under  which 
he  attempts  to  justify  his  charges  against  Georgia.  I 
will  inquire  into  some  of  the  incidents  connected  with 
the  honest  treaty  concluded  by  him  with  a  Creek  dele- 
gation at  this  place  early  in  the  year  1826,  aud  ratified 
on  the  24th  of  April  of  that  year.  But,  before  proceed  - 
ing,  permit  me  to  remark  that  the  land  acquired  by  the 
treaty  of  1825  passed  immediately  to  Georgia,  and  that 
ahe  had  a  perfect  right  to  adopt  her  own  leg^lationjover 
ber  own  property,  subject  only  to  the  temporary  occu- 
pancy secured  by  the  treaty  to  the  Indians.  The  treaty 
of  1826  was  ratified  on  the  24th  of  April;  and  the  day 
after,  the  members  of  the  honest  delegation  called  on 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  arrangements  to  distribute 
the  amount  stipulated  by  the  treaty  to  be  paid  to  the 
chiefs,  head  men,  and  warriors,  of  the  Creek  nation, 
namely,  the  sum  of  $217,000.  They  presented  a  cat- 
alogue, whereby  it  was  proposed  to  divide  of  that  sum, 
•  among  twenty-one  Creeks  and  three  Cherokees,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.  The 
Secretary  advised  them  not  to  make  such  distribution, 
but  adopted  no  measure  to  prevent  it. 

In  the  progress  through  Congress  of  the  bill  for  car- 
rying the  treaty  into  effect,  the  fact  was  communicated 
to  a  Senator  that  twenty-one  Creeks  and  three  Chero- 
kees were  known  to  intend  to  divide  among  themselves 
the  sum  I  have  just  mentioned.  In  consequence  of  such 
information,  the  Senate  amended  the  bill  so  as  to  require 
the  payment  of  the  $217*000  in  full  cottacU  in  the  na- 


tion, upon  the  certain  calculation  that  the  fraud,  here 
made  known,  would  be  there  prevented. 

But,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  I  have  been  informed, 
and  upon  evidence  entitled  to  undoubted  credit,  that 
this  honest  delegation,  with  which  the  then  President 
negotiated  his  treaty  of  1826,  adding  two  others  to  their 
list,  did  actually  divide,  between  twenty-three  Creeks 
and  three  Cherokees,  the  latter  receiving  an  aggregate 
of  $40,000,  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  thousand 
to  be  distributed  between  the  chiefii,  bead  men,  and  war- 
riors, of  the  Creek  nation.  Is  it  not  wonderful  that  the 
sensibillity  which  arrested  a  supreme  law  of  the  land  in 
1825,  on  suspicion  of  fraud,  should  have  permitted  a 
transaction,  subject  to  his  own  official  supervision,  to  be 
stamped  by  such  indelible  evidence  of  the  same  in  1826? 
If  further  proof  be  necessary  to  establish  the  readiness 
of  Georgia  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  Congress  and  her 
co-States,  it  will  be  found  in  the  memorial  and  remon- 
strance adopted  by  her  Legislature  in  December,  1826, 
upon  this  subject. 

This  remonstrance  was  intended  to  set  forth  the 
causes  which  had  disturbed  the  harmony  previously  ex- 
isting between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  Executive 
of  the  Union,  from  the  time  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  his  own  will  and  accord,  nullified  the  treaty 
concluded  at  the  Indian  Spring,  in  February,  1825.  It 
was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  appeal  to  Congress 
and  the  other  States  against  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union.  In  proof  of  the  spirit 
from  which  it  sprang,  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  a  few 
references  to  its  preamble,  in  which  it  will  be  found  that 
the  whole  subject  in  controversy  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress and  the  other  States  of  the  confederacy.  The 
memorial  distinctly  states  that,  *'  in  the  good  feeling  and 
sincerity  of  the  States  we  have  the  most  undoubted 
confidence;  in  the  integrity  of  purpose,  honesty  of  mo- 
tive, and  fidelity  of  service,  of  the  National  Legislature, 
we  cannot  feel  one  distrustful  emotion.  Before  that 
body  we  believe  we  cun  be  respectfully  heard,  and  to 
that  body  we  as  firmly  believe  the  crisis  has  arrived 
when  it  becomes  necessary  to  prefer  a  solemn  appeal.'' 
Again,  after  enumerating  the  causes  of  complaint  against 
the  Executive  alone,  the  memorial  uses  this  forcible 
language:  « It  is  a  matter  of  anxious  and  fearful  contem- 
plation, what  must  be  the  result  of  this  collision,  if  we 
fail  to  enlist  the  well-known  justice  and  prudence  of 
that  part  of  the  General  Government  to  which  we  have 
now  been  compelled  reluctantly  to  appeal."  **  We 
cannot  but  trust  that  the  authority  (Congress  and  the 
States)  to  which  we  have  now  referred  these  unhappy 
differences  will  duly  appreciate  the  motive  as  well  as 
the  object  of  this  appeal.  Our  reliance  is  on  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  nation."  «  We  want  nothing  that  does 
not  fairly  belong  to  the  State  sovereignties.  To  what- 
ever our  sister  States  will  submit,  in  that  we  must  acqui- 
esce. If  they  would  be  contented  with  the  treatment 
Georgia  has  received,  and  will  come  out  with  a  public 
declaration  of  the  fact,  from  that  moment  our  complaints 
are  hushed.  We  threaten  no  consequences:  it  would 
be  idle  and  vain  to  do  so."  The  memorial  concludes 
with  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Hesolvedf  That  a  separate  copy  of  this  report,  with 
the  documents  necessary  to  support  the  facts  therein 
detailed,  be  forwarded  by  his  excellency  the  Governor 
to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  to  be 
by  them  respectfully  presented  to  each  branch  of  Con- 
gress^ with  a  request  that  they  use  their  best  exertions 
to  have  redressed  the  grievances  of  this  State,  in  the  va- 
rious particulars  to  which  this  report  has  reference,  and, 
for  the  future  harmony  of  the  SUtes,  to  request  of  that 
body  to  make  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  rights  that 
belong  to  the  National  Government,  and  tboM  which 
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belong  to  the  Stite  of  Georgia,  (and  coniequentlT  to  the 
other  States,)  resulting  from  the  immediate  ditterenee 
of  opinion  specially  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  re- 
port. 

'<  lieMhedt  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  be  re- 
quested to  forward  alsaa  copy  of  this  report  and  docu- 
ments to  the  Governor  of  each  State  in  the  Union,  with 
an  esrnest  and  respectful  request  that  he  lay  the  same 
before  the  Legislature  of  his  State;  and  they  are  hereby 
moat  affectionately  and  respectfully  solicited  to  expren 
to  this  State  whether  they  are  prepared  to  admit  the 
foregoing  principles,  and  the  powers  growing  out  of 
them,  as  belonging  to  the  General  Government,  and 
whether  Georgia  is  bound,  and  must  submit  to  the  treat- 
ment which  the  conceives  she  has  most  wrongfully  sus- 
tained at  the  hands  of  the  executive  de{>artment  of  the 
General  Gorernment." 

From  tlie  references  which  I  have  made  to  the  memo- 
rial of  Georgia  in  1826,  it  is  manifest  that  it  breathes 
any  thing  but  defiance  and  contumacy  towards  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union,  unless  a  nullifying  Chief  Magis- 
trate alone  constituted  that  Government.  In  what 
stronger  terms  of  confidence  and  affection  could  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  have  appealed  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Congress,  than  by  **  requesting  that  body  to 
make  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  rights  that  belong 
to  the  National  Government,  and  those  which  belong  to 
Georgis,  (and  consequently  the  other  S latest)  Or  how 
could  she  have  more  strongly  expressed  her  readiness  to 
abide  by  the  decision  asked,  both  from  Congress  and  the 
Sutes,  than  by  pledging  herself  that  **  to  whatever  her 
sister  States  would  submit,  in  that  she  would  acquiesce? 
and  if  they  would  declare  thst  they  would  be  contented 
with  the  treatment  Georgia  had  received,  from  that  mo- 
ment lier  complaints  would  be  bushed,  distinctly  stating 
that  she  threatened  no  consequences,  for  it  would  be 
vain  and  idle  to  do  so.  Upon  the  examination  which  I 
have  made  of  the  allegations  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, so  far  as  his  charges  havc^ reference  to  the  collision 
between  Georgia  and  himself,  as  Chief  Msgistrate  of  the 
Union,  I  know  of  no  other  illustration  of  bis  accusations 
•o  appropriate,  within  the  whole  range  of  fact  or  fable, 
as  the  quarrel  fastened  by  the  wolf  upon  the  sheep  for 
polluting  the  stream,  by  drinking  from  it  below  him. 
Georgia  votedagainst  him  in  her  electoral  college  in  1824, 
and  in  this  House  in  1825,  snd  held  up  his  arbitrary  con- 
duct towards  her  in  the  yesrs  1825,  1826,  and  1827,  to 
the  just  indignation  of  the  American  people;  and  it  seems 
that  he  has  not  yet  forgiven  her  for  the  one  or  the  other, 
or  he  might  have  spared  himself  and  this  House  the 
gratuitous  denunciations  he  has  levelled  against  Her. 
Believing  that  I  have  sufficiently  shown  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  not  the  Goycrnment  or 
people  of  Georgia,  nullified  the  treaty  made  at  the  In- 
dian Spring  in  1825, 1  will  next  proceed  to  show  bow 
stands  the  accusation  of  the  honorable  gentleman  respect- 
ing the  conflict  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
Supreme  Ccmrt  of  the  United  SUtes.  And,  first,  with 
respect  to  the  Indians. 

At  the  January  term  (1831)  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  their  counsel, 
moved  that  court  for  an  injunction  against  the  State  of 
Georgia,  to  restrain  and  enjoin  her  from  the  enforcement 
of  certain  acts  of  her  Legislature,  upon  various  grounds, 
the  most  material  of  which  for  the  present  inquiry,  it  is 
believed,  are  embraced  within  certain  portions  of  the 
statement  of  the  case  as  reported  in  6  Peters,  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  House  is  invited.  Among  other  things, 
the  bill  proceeds  to  state  "that,  in  violation  of  these' 
treaties,  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1803,  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  a 
session  of  her  Legislature,  held  in  December,  1828, 
passed  an  act,  which  receired  the  assent  of  the  Governor 


of  that  State  on  the  SOtb  day  of  tbat  month  and  year,  en* 
titled  **An  act  to  add  the  territory  lying  within  this  State, 
and  occupied  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  to  the  counties 
of  Carroll,  Ue  Kalb,  Gwinnett,  Hall,  and  Habersham,  and 
to  extend  the  laws  of  thia  State  over  the  same,  and  for 
other  purposes."  That  afterwards,  to  wit,  in  the  year 
1829,  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  of  Georgia  passed 
another  act,  which  receired  the  assent  of  the  Governor 
on  the  19th  of  December,  of  tbat  year,  entitled  "An  act 
to  add  the  territory  lying  within  the  chartered  limits  of 
Georgia,  now  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
to  the  counties  of  Carroll,  De  Kalb,  Gwinnett,  Hall,  and 
Habersham,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  this  State  over  the 
same,  and  to  annul  all  laws  and  ordinances  made  by  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  and  to  provide  for  the  com* 
pensatton  of  officers  serving  legal  processes  in  said  terri- 
tory, and  to  regulate  the  testimony  of  Indians,  and  to  re- 
peal the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  1828  on  this  subject.*' 
The  bill  also  refers  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  1830,  and 
to  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  in  1830, 
**to  authorize  the  survey  and  disposition  of  lands  witbin 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians,"  &c.  t  «•  An  act  to  declare  void  all  contracts  here* 
after  made  with  the  Cherokee  Indiana,"  aic;  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  the  temporary  disposal  of  the  improvements 
and  possessions  purchased  from  certain  Cherokee  Indians 
and  residentsi"  and  sundry  other  acts  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georria  relative  to  the  country  occupied 
by  tlie  Cherokee  Indians.  In  short,  it  passed  in  review 
before  the  court  all  the  acts  of  jurisdiction  which  bad 
been  exercised  by  Georgia  over  them  up  to  that  pericd. 
In  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court.  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  obeeivest  *<The  court  baa  bestowed  its  best  at- 
tention on  this  question,  and,  after  mature  deliberation, 
the  minority  is  of  opinion  that  an  Indian  tribe  or  nation 
within  the  United  States,  is  not  a  foreign  State,  in  the 
sense  of  the  constitution,  and  cannot  maintain  an  action 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States."  ♦  ♦  ♦  «« A 
serious  additional  objection  exists  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court.  Is  the  matter  of  the  bill  the  p.-oper  aubject 
for  inquiry  and  deciaion?  It  seeks  to  restrain  a  State 
from  the  forcible  exercise  of  legislative  power  over  a 
neighboring  people  asserting  their  independence;  their 
right  to  which  the  State  denies.  On  the  several  nsatters 
alleged  in  the  bill,  (for  example,  on  the  laws  making  it 
criminal  to  exercise  the  usual  powers  of  self-government 
in  their  own  country  by  the  Cherokee  nation,)  thia  court 
cannot  interpose,  at  least  in  the  form  in  which  these  mat- 
ters arc  presented."  In  reference  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
Georgia  over  the  possession  of  lands  by  the  Cherokee^ 
Chief  Justice  Marshall  says:  <*The  mere  question  of 
right  might,  perhaps,  be  decided  by  this  court  in  a  prop- 
er case  with  proper  parties;  but  the  court  is  asked  to  do 
more  than  to  decide  on  the  title.  The  bill  requirea  us 
to  control  the  legislation  of  Georgia,  and  to  restrain  the 
exercise  of  its  physical  force.  The  propriety  of  such  an 
interposition  by  the  court  may  be  well  questioned.  It 
savors  too  much  of  the  exercise  of  political  power  to  be 
within  the  proper  province  of  the  judicial  department." 
In  the  closing  paragraph  of  the  opinion  of  the  court  it  is 
observed :  'Mfitbetrue  tbat  the  Cherokee  nation  have 
rights,  this  is  not  the  tribunal  in  which  these  rigbta  are 
to  be  asserted.  If  it  be  true  that  wrongs  h^e  been  in- 
flicted, and  tbat  still  greater  are  to  be  apprehended*  this 
is  not  the  tribunal  which  can  redress  the  paat  or  prevent 
the  future." 
**  The  motion  for  an  injunction  is  denied." 
In  addition  to  the  portions  of  the  decision  just  quoted, 
in  which  the  court  mmt  emphatically  disclaims  jurisdic- 
tion over  any  and  all  the  nsatters  brought  before  it  by 
the  bill,  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  decided,  also, 
that  Indian  tribes  are  not  foreign  nations,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution;  and,  as  a  eonaequence*  I  as- 
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wft,  without  the  feftr  of  «icceaBfitl  denial,  that  no  tre»- 
tiei»  in  the  constitutional  tense  of  thst  ternny  could  ever 
hsTe  been  made  by  them.  Further,  the  court  declares: 
*<  The  Indian  territory  is  admitted  to  compose  a  part  of 
the  United  Stetes."  Here  let  me  ask  by  what  means 
the  United  States  ever  acquired  territory  as  an  independ- 
ent community  or  Government?  Originally  there  was 
no  territory  of  the  United  States,  in  this  sense  of  the 
termt  nor  is  there  now  any  such  territory,  but  what  has 
been  acquired  by  the  voluntary  relinquishment  of  the 
States,  or  purchase  from  foreign  nations.  Therefore, 
the  claim  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  exclusive 
authority  over  them  and  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  occupied  by  them,  gives  to  the  United  States  no 
flitch  jurisdiction  over  Indians  residing  on  the  territory  of 
any  State  of  this  Union.  Consequently,  on  these  and 
other  grounds,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  can 
set  up  no  such  jurtsdictton  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 
Further,  the  court  distinctly  intimates  that  the  proper 
tribunal  for  the  redress  of  wrongs  which  have  been 
either  already  inflicted  or  apprehended  for  the  future,  is 
either  the  legislative  or  executive  dapartment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, neither  of  !»hich  arraigns  the  conduct  of  Geor- 
gia, or  attempts  to  control  it  any  way  whatever. 

Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  Supreme  Court,  upon  solemn 
argument  on  all  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians  sgainst  the  State  of  Georgia,  disclaim  all  juris- 
diction over  the  subject.  But  notwithstanding  this  dis- 
claimer, it  may  and  perhaps  will  be  asserted,  that  al- 
though the  court  did,  in  that  case,  distinctly  admit  its 
want  of  jurisdiction,  Georgia  had  defied  its  authority  in 
the  cases  of  Tassels  in  1830,  and  Graves  in  1834,  both 
Cherokee  cases.  What  were  the  facts  of  these  cases? 
They  were  tried  in  the  superior  courts  of  Oeorgis,  in 
the  same  manner  tn  which  her  own  citisens  are  tried 
before  the  aame  tribunals,  upon  the  charge  of  murder, 
and  that  the  murder  of  men  of  their  own  race.  Bach 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  death,  in  conformity  to 
the  criminal  laws  of  Georgia.  What  then?  A  citation 
was  issued  in  each  case,  bearing  the  sign-manual  of  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  requiring  the  proceed^ 
ings  to  be  sent  op  to  that,  court  for  revisal  and  cor- 
rection. The  convicted  murderers  were  sentenced  to 
be  executed,  in  each  case,  at  a  period  anterior  to  the 
next  succeeding  term  of  the  Supreme  Court)  but, 
in  both  instances,  at  days  so  distant  as  to  give  them  the 
benefit  of  an  application  to  the  clemency  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia.  That  clemency  was  not  exercised,  and 
they  were  executed  in  conformity  to  their  respective 
sentences.  For  this  Georgia  has  been  charged  with  con- 
tumacy towards  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  because  her  authorities  did  not  suspend  the  exe- 
cution of  murderers,  in  obedience  to  the  citation  of  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  What,  then,  is  a  cKation, 
according  to  the  definition  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  him- 
self? We  shall  see  by  referring  to  the  opinion  deliver- 
ed by  him  in  the  case  of  Cohens  m .  Virginia. 

In  that  opinion  it  became  neceasary  for  the  court  to 
inquire  into  the  nature  and  operation  of  a  .citation,  of 
which  so  much  has  been  heard  since  the  State  of  Georgia 
disregarded  it  in  the  cases  of  Tassels  and  Graves.  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  asks,  <*And  what  is  a  citation?  It  is 
simply  notice  to  the  opposite  party  that  the  record  is 
transferred  to  another  court,  where  he  may  appear  or 
decline  to  appear,  as  his  judgment  or  inclination  may  de- 
termine. As  the  party  who  has  obtained  the  judgment 
is  otit  of  court,  and  may,  therefore,  not  know  that  his 
csuse  is  removed,  common  justice  requires  that  notice  of 
ttie  fact  should  be  given  to  him.  But  this  notice  is  not  a 
suit,  nor  has  it  the  efiect  of  procens.  If  the  party  does 
not  choose  to  appear,  he  cannot  be  brought  into  court; 
nor  is  his  failure  to  appear  considered  as  a  default."  1 
have  thus  brought  before  the  committee  the  Cherokee 


chancery  ease  of  1831,  and  the  citations  in  the  cases  of 
Tassels  and  Graves. 

In  the  first,  the  Suprame  Court  of  the  United  States 
disclaimed  jurisdiction  over  any  of  the  numerous  allega- 
tions of  the  bill,  allegations  embracing  every  groun^l  of 
contest  between  the  Cherokeea  and  Georgia.  In  the 
latter,  according  to  Chief  Justice  Marshall  himself,  the 
citation  is  a  mere  notice,  which  an  individual  party  may 
regard  or  disregard,  at  his  own  good  pleasure.  I^ 
therefore,  an  individual  ia  not  bound  to  take  notice  of 
a  **  citation,'*'  and  demean  nimself  accordingly,  what 
possible  obligation  could  exist  on  the  part  of  Georgia  to 
obey  it?  It  is  nonsense  to  say  she  was  under  any  such 
obligation.  I  have  thus  tiavelled  over  the  charge  of  de- 
fiance of  the  Supreme  Court  by  Geor^ia,.8ofar  as  the  In- 
dians are  concerned,  and  shown  that,  in  the  case  in  which 
judgment  has  been  pronounced,  it  is  not  adverse  to 
Georgia;  and  with  regard  to  the  <*  citations,"  they  im- 
pose upon  her  no  obligation  either  of  respect  or  obedi- 
ence whatever. 

And  now  I  am  prepared  to  assert  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  is  free  from  all  the  allegations  preferred  against 
her  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  as  it  regards  the  Indians. 
1  have  ahown  that,  with  respect  to  the  Creek  treaty  of 
1835,  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  the  nulU- 
fier,  and  not  the  Government  or  people  of  Georgia;  and, 
in  reference  to  the  Cherokees,  that  if.  treaties  existed  pre- 
vious to  1803,  which  bound  the  United  States  to  protect, 
and  Georgia  to  forbear  the  exercise  pf  authority  over 
them,  these  treaties  were  abrogated  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  compact  entered  into  with 
Georgia  on  the  34th  of  April,  1803,  surrendering  to  her 
all  claim  to  soil  and  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  reserved 
to  that  State;  and  that  the  law  passed  on  the  30th  of 
Blarcfa  preceding,  regulating  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians, was  alike  abrogated  by  that  compact.  Of  the 
treaties,  so  called,  which  have  been  entered  into  with  the 
Cherokeea  aince  1803,  they  could  not  rightfully  embrace 
any  thing  at  war  with  the  compact  of  1803,  and  in  that 
aense  only  have  they  been  acquiesced  in  by  Georgia. 

If  the  United  States  have  wronged  the  Chero- 
kees by  their  obligation  to  Georgia  under  the  compact 
of  1803,  it  is  their  duty  to  do  them  justice;  and  in  all 
proper  measures  to  be  taken  here,  for  that  purpose,  the 
the  Senators  and  Representativea  of  Georgia  will  be  be- 
hind no  others  in  awarding  to  them  whatever  juatice  and 
equity  demand,  in  a  manner  the  most  ample  and  com- 
plete. I  might  have  stiown  that,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  the  Chief  Justice  in  the  Cherokee 
chancery  case,  an  Indian  tribe  could  not  make  a  treaty; 
but  I  do  not  now  consider  that  discussion  necessary. 

Having  disposed,  at  least  for  the  present,  of  the  alle- 
gations of  the  honorable  gentleman  against  Georgia,  as 
regards  her  Indian  relations,  I  will  now  proceed  to  con- 
aider  the  remaining  charge  of  misconduct  towards  the 
missionaries.  And  here  I  might  contrast  the  conduct  of 
the  original  ministers  of  the  gospel  with  that  of  the  in- 
dividuals  on  whose  account  such  grave  charges  have  been 
preferred  against  the  State  of  Georgia;  but  as  I  have 
j>een  constrained  to  occupy  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  as  I  doubt  not  but  little  to  their  edification, 
I  will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  I  can  to  the  conclusion  of  my 
subject. 

As  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  decision  of  the 
Cherokee  cnancery  case,  already  referred  to,  it  will 
be  remembered  that  the  Legislature  of'Ckorgia  com- 
menced its  legislation  over  the  territory  occupied  by  (he 
Cherokeea  in  1838,  and  repeated  it  in  1839  and  in  1830, 
all  which  acts  were  brought  in  review  before  the  court, 
so  far  as  they  related  to- Indians  and  Indian  lands,  in  the 
course  of  that  decision;  and  the  prayer  of  the  bill,  that  the 
court  would  enjoin  and  restrain  the  jurisdiction  of  Geor- 
gia! waa  rejected,  oa  the  whole  ground  taken  b^  the 
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coropUinants.  Why,  within  one  year  thereftAer,  the 
same  court  should  have  taken  upon  itaelf  to  Increaie  the 
political  power  it  so  distinctly  ditcUimed  in  the  Cherokee 
case  in  1831,  might  be  an  interesting  topic  of  inquiry,  if 
time  would  permit.  Nor  does  it  seem  difficult  to  refer 
the  motive  to  the  same  cause  which  enlisted  every  avail- 
able influence,  pecuniary  and  otherwise,  in  the  then 
pending  presidential  election.  But  I  will  forbear  its  dia* 
evasion. 

The  last  act  of  the  Legislature  t«  which  I  have  refer- 
red, the  act  of  the  33d  December,  1830,  contained  the 
following  provisions:  <*  that  all  white  persons  residing 
within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  on  the  1st  day 
of  March  next,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  without  a 
license  or  permit  from  bis  excellency  the  Governor,  or 
from  such  agent  as  his  excellency  ahall  authorize  to 
grant  auch  permit  or  licenae,  and  who  ahall  not  have 
taken  the  oath  hereinafter  required,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  ahall 
be  punished  by  confinement  to  the  penitentiary,  at  hard 
labor,  for  a  term  not  less  than  four  yeara:  Provided,  That 
the  provisions  of  this  section  ahall  not  be  construed  to 
extend  to  any  authorized  agent  or  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State,  or  to  any  per- 
lon  or  persons  who  may  rent  any  of  those  improvements 
which  have  been  abandoned  by  Indiana  who  have  emi- 
grated west  of  the  Mississippi:  Provided,  Nothing  contain- 
ed  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  eitend 
to  white  females,  and  to  male  children  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age."  The  oath  preacribed/is  in  these  words: 
"  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirrt),  as  the  case  may 
be)  that  I  willaupport  and  defend  the  conatitution  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  uprightly  demean  myaelf  aa  a  citi- 
zen thereof:  ao  help  me  God."  At  September  term  of 
Gwinnett  superior  court,  (1831,)  Samuel-A.  Worcester, 
£.  Butler,  and  others,  were  indicted  for  living  in  the 
country  occupied  by  the  Cherokees,  in  contravention  of 
the  laws  of  Georgia-  referred  to,  found  guilty,  and  sen- 
tenced to  the  penitentiary  of  Georgia,  there  to  remain  at 
hard  labor  for  the  term  of  four  years.  And  in  the  Octo- 
ber following  the  judgment  against  Worcester  waa  taken 
up,  by  citation,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
SUteir. 

I  may  be  once  more  permitted  to  express  my  aston- 
ishment that  the  same  tribunal,  which  in  the  apring  of 
1831  ahould  have  confesaed  itaelf  powerless  to  interfere 
with  or  in  any  manner  to  reatrain  the  jurisdiction  of 
Georgia  over  Indians  in  the  country  occupied  by  the 
Cherokees,  should  so  soon,  at  its  next  annual  term,  find 
itself  fully  competent  to  restrain  that  jurisdiction  over 
its  own  while  citizens  residing  within  the  same  territory, 
80  as  entirely  to  oust  the  State  of  all  right  and  power 
whataoever  over  them.  The  country  was  the  same,  and 
the  enactments  are  contained  in  one  of  the  very  laws  of 
Georgia  brought  in  review  before  the  court  in  1831. 
The  laws  and  treaties,  so  called,  upon  which  the  court 
relied  in  both  cases,  were  the  sanie,  with  this  remark- 
able difference  in  favor  of  the  former,  that  neither  the 
commercial  power  claimed  by  the  United  States,  nor 
any  of  the  treaties,  contain  any  principle  applicable  to 
any  other  description  of  persons  but  Ind'uins,  except  that 
description  of  white  persons  expressly  exempted  by  the 
act  of  1830  itself  from  its  operation— -persons  exercising 
an  agency,  or  otherwise  permitted  by  the  United  States 
to  reside  among  the  Indians. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  asserted  that  the  mis- 
sionaries were  residing  among  the  Cherokees  by  the 
permission  of  the  Government.  This  I  most  peremp- 
torily deny,  upon  the  well-settled  legal  principle  that 
what  doea  not  appear  does  not  exist. 

The  law  of  Georgia  under  which  they  were  prosecu- 
ted excepted  from  its  operation  all  such  white  men  as 
were  residing  among  the  Cherokees  by  permission  of 


the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Upon  their  trial 
they  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  testimony  going  to 
establish  the  fact  of  such  permission,  and  they  did  not 
produce  it(  therefore  I  deny  the  exiatence  of  auch  per* 
misnon.  Whatever  the  honorable  gentleman  may  think 
of  their  Christian  meekness  and  piety,  it  would  not  have 
carried  them  ao  fisr  aa  to  court  conviction  and  four  year 
hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary,  if  the  production  of  a 
certificate  would  have  prevented  it;  and  the  production 
of  such  certificate  would  have  secured  that  acquittal  in- 
stantly. Further:  if  they  would  have  taken  the  oath  to 
demean  themselves  in  an  orderly  manner  as  citizens  of 
Georgia,  the  prosecution  would  have  been  instantly 
ended.  The  authorities  of  Georgis,  so  far  from  desiring 
to  prosecute  and  puniah  them,  were  exceedingly  anxious 
to  avoid  it;  and  even  after  their  conviction  and  arrival  at 
the  penitentiary,  if  they  would  have  acknowledged  the 
jurisdiction  of  Georgia,  orconsented  to  leave  the  country 
where  they  resided,  they  would  have  been  discharged. 
Nor  were  they  left  to  make  the  offer  themselves;  the 
most  earnest  endeavors  were  made  to  induce  them  to 
accept  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  alternatives}  but 
they  were  then  refused,  when  some  months  thereafter 
they  were  liberated  upon  one  or  the  other  of  the  con- 
ditions which  I  have  mentioned. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  stated  that  these  mis- 
sionaries were  oppressed  by  the  Government  of  Geor- 
gia for  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  Indians.  This  alle- 
gation has  not  the  shadow  of  a  foundation  to  rest  upon. 
There  is  no  reference  whatever  to  the  object  or  pursuit 
of  white  men  living  among  the  Cherokeea.  All  that 
waa  required  of  them  was  an  oath  to  demean  themselves 
as  orderly  citizens  of  Georgia.  There  were  other  citi- 
zens of  Georgia  residing  in  the  country,  upon  whom  the 
laws  of  the  State  were  operating.  It  might  be  curious 
to  inquire  why  the  Supreme  Court  did  not  arrogate  ex- 
cluaive  jurisdiction  over  them  also.  These  were  citi- 
zens who,  by  virtue  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  had  rented  from  the  State 
of  Georgia  the  Improvements  which  had  been  abandon- 
ed by  Cherokees,  who  had  been  paid  for  them  under 
the  treaty  concluded  with  them  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  1828,  and  had  emigrated  weat  of  the  Mississippi. 
If  these  citizens  were  subject  to  the  lawa  of  Georgia, 
and  even  the  subtilty,  of  the  Supreme  Court  could  not 
so  twist  them  aa  to  make  ita  Indian  law  applicable  to 
them,  it  may  well  be  asked,  why  it  possessed  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  one  citizen  of  Georgia,  and  a  restricted 
federal  jurisdiction  over  another^  Tne  court  did  indeed 
resort  to  what  doubtleas  seemed  to  it  to  be  an  unanswera- 
ble argument  to  sustain  its  jurisdiction — that  Worcester 
was  a  citizen  of  Vermont;  and  this  in  the  fiice  of  the 
fact,  that,  by  the  eleventh  amendment  to  the  conatitution, 
it  ia  expressly  ousted  of  jurisdiction  in  suits  at  the  inatance 
of  one  State  against  another  State.  What  constitutes  a 
citizen  of  a  particular  State?  Being  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  having  a  perntanent  residence  in  auch 
State.  I  know  no  other  way  in  which  a  citizen  of  a  State 
can  be  more  properly  defined.  Worcester  was  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  had  a  permanent  residence  in 
Georgia,  and  was  therefore  the  citizen  of  Georgia.  Will 
the  court  or  its  advocates,  here  or  elsewhere,  say  that 
he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  perms* 
nent  resident  within  the  limits  of  Georgia?— the  limits 
defined  both  by  her  own  constitution  of  1798,  and  the 
compact  entered  into  with  her  by  the  United  States  on 
the  24th  day  of  April,  1802.  I  desire  an  answer  with- 
out any  equivocation  or  mental  reservation  whatever, 
and  pronounce  the  assertion  of  his  citizenship  in  Geor- 
gia as  wholly  undeniable.  He  had  no  residence  in  Ver- 
mont, and  could  not  be  her  citizen;  he  had  a  fixed,  per- 
manent residence  in  'Georgia,  and  was,  therefore,  un- 
deniably hersi  and  yet  the  Supreme  Court*  to  enable  it 
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to  carry  out  its  usurpation  towards  Georgia,  assume  that 
t  man  living  more  than  a  thousand  miles  from  Vermont, 
permanently  settled  in  Georgia,  was  the  citizen  of  the 
former  and  not  of  the  latter  State.  The  immediate  mo- 
tive of  this  assumption  is  obvious.  As  the  question  be- 
fore the  court  touched  the  jurisdiction  of  Georgia  over 
a  portion  of  country  within  her  own  limits,  the  admission 
that  the  individual  concerned  was  her  citizen  would 
liaye  deprived  it  of  the  pretest  of  deciding  against  her. 
Finally,  as  relates  to  the  case  of  the  missionaries,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  passed 
the  act  under  which  they  were  convicted  in  December, 
1830{  that  but  a  ftw  months  thereafter  the  Supreme 
Court  admitted  her  jurisdiction  over  the  country  in  ques- 
tion, and  its  Indian  inhabitants,  by  disclaiming  any  power 
on  its  part  to  repress  or  restrain  it;  that  in  1832  the  same 
court  assumed  the  power  of  protecting  a  citizen  of  Geor- 
gia from  the  operation  of  her  laws  within  the  same  ter- 
ritory in  which  it  had,  but  one  year  before,  distinctly 
disclaimed  any  authority  to  interfere  with  that  jurisdiction; 
and  I. will  fearlessly  submit  it  to  every  impartial  judg- 
'  ment,  to  decide  which  has  been  the  nulliiier,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  or  Georgia.  Georgia  had 
passed  an  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  and  was  engaged 
in  its  peaceful  enforcement,  when  a  decree  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  pronounced  more  than  one  year  after- 
wards, upon  an  unwarrantable  statement  of  fact?,  and 
upon  a  jurisdiction  which  it  bad  disclaimed  after  (he  pas- 
sage of  the  law  of  Georgia  referred  to,  was  the  nuUifier, 
and  not  Georgia.  It  was  with  the  most  unfeigned  reluc- 
tance that  I  found  it  to  be  my  duty  again  to  enter  into 
the  stale  and  unprofitable  discussion  of  the  conduct  of- 
the  Government  and  people  of  Georgia  towards  the 
Indians.  That  duty  I  have  performed  to  the  best  of  my 
judgment  and  ability,  and,  as  I  trust,  in  no  improper  or 
unfriendly  spirit  towards  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  or  any  other  individual  whatsoever.  With 
that  topic  I  have  done,  and,  so  far  as  my  own  will  is  con- 
cerned, take  leave  of  it  forever.  Before  I  resume  my 
seat,  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  the  most  extraordinary  speech  ma^e  by  an 
honorable  member  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Etsrett,]  upon 
a  kindred  subject.  I  mean  the  extravagant  sympathy 
expressed  by  him  for  an  Indian  tribe,  the  Seminoles,  now 
at  war  with  his  own  countrymen.  Can  it  be  possible 
that,  in  his  ardent  sympathy  for  a  miserable  tribe  of 
savages,  who  have  conducted  the  operations  of  the  pres- 
ent war,  wantonly  provoked  by  themselves,  with  all 
the  cruelty  peculiar  to  their  race,  the  member  from  Ver- 
mont could  so  far  have  forgotten  the  manly  form  and 
honorable  bearing  of  Wiley  Thompson,  so  long  associa- 
ted with  him  as  a  representative  from  Georgia  in  the 
service  of  this  House,  as  not  to  have  remembered  that 
he  had  fallen  a  victim  to  the  scalping-knife?  6t  have  fail- 
ed to  remember  the  ruthless  massacre  of  the  ill-fated 
Dade  and  companions?  I  am  sure,  if  a  stranger,  who 
bad  never  heard  of  the  lamented  fate  of  those  gallant 
men,  had  listened  to  the  speech  of  that  gentleman,  he 
would  have  ascribed  the  most  humane  and  gentle  bear- 
ing to  the  Indians,  and  unmeasured  and  unmitigated 
cruelty  to  their  adverssries.  Certain  I  am,  he  could  not 
have  supposed  that  a  Seminole  had  handled  a  rifle  or 
scalping-knife  against  the  white  man  for  the  last  hundred 
years.'  The  honorable  gentleman  may  luxuriate  as  he 
will  in  his  Indian  sympathies,  but,  for  my  part,  if  I  be- 
lieved that  the  spirits  of  the  departed  were  ever  permit- 
ted to  revisit  this  nether  world,  1  should  ftar,  if  I  enter- 
tained sentiments  like  his,  that  they  would  visit  upon  me 
'more  appalling  horror  than  the  genius  of  Shakspeare  has 
thrown  around  the  apparition  of  Banquo,  at  the  feast  of 
bis  murderer.  Nor  do  I  consider  the  remarks  of  that  gen- 
tleman, relative  to  our  present  war  with  the  Seminoles, 
alone  reprehensible.    It  is  well  known  that  much  dissat- 


isfaction exists,  on  the  part  of  a  mostiiifluential  individual 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  towards  the  treaty,  for  the  fulfil* 
ment  of  which  we  are  now  asked  to  provide.  While  I  do 
not  charge  upon  the  honorable  member  from  Vermont 
any  desire  to  encourage  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  I 
feel  very  sure  that  the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks,  at 
the  time  referred  to,  would  not  fail  to  be  understood  by 
an  Indian  as  intended  to  palliate  if  not  to  defend  them. 
Nor  do  I  consider  the  taunting  manner  in  which  the 
venerable  gentlem^p  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs] 
has  spoken  of  the  various  acts  passed  during  the  present 
session,  appropriating  money  for  the  suppression  of  In* 
dian  hostilities,  less  unfortunate  than  those  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Vermont.  Whatever  is  said  in 
excuse  or  justification  of  the  Indians,  in  their  barbarous 
conduct  to  our  fellow-citizens,  certainly  cannot  be  calcu* 
lated  to  restrain  their  hostilities;  snd  there  were,  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  individuals  of  that  race  in  this  city, 
and  it  may  have  been  within  hearing  of  their  voices, 
entertaining  no  feelings  of  kindness  to  the  Government 
or  people,  and  capable,  if  so  inclined,  of  spreading  hor- 
ror and  destruction  throughout  the  borders  of  more  than 
one  of  the  Southern  States.  In  defence  of  the  plan  of 
Indian  emigration,  b^  which  the  enlightened  humanity 
and  wise  forecast  of^  the  present  administration  of  this 
Government  has  been  so  eminently  distinguished,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  make  a  very  few  brief  observations. 

When  that  administration  came  into  power,  seven 
years  ago,  it  found  a  partial  system  of  Indian  coloniza- 
tion west  of  the  Mississippi  in  operation;  partial,  not  in 
withholding  its  benefits  from  any  tribe  which  might  de- 
sire to  enjoy  them,  but  only  inasmuch  as  it  embraced 
but  a  portion  of  the  tribes  then  residing  east  of  the  Mis- 
sis*tippi.  The  principal  of  these  were  a  portion  of  the 
Creeks  and  Cberokees,  to  which  have  been  since  added 
the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  with  numerous  smaller 
bands,  together  with  a  treaty  in  1832  contemplating  the 
removal  of  the  remaining  and  greater  portion  of  the 
Creeks;  and,  lately,  the  treaty  with  the  Cberokees,  to 
provide  for  the  fulfilment  of  which  the  present  appro- 
priation IS  asked  at  our  hands.  Within  the  last  six  or 
seven  years,  the  policy  of  removing  and  colonizing^the 
Indians  in  the  States  east  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the  west- 
ward of  that  river,  in  a  region  remote  from  the  habitation 
of  the  white  man,  has  been  among  the  topics  of  uni- 
versal and  bitter  discussion  from  one  end  of^  the 
'  Union  to  the  other.  Nor  on  any  other  subject  ha's  the 
course  of  General  Jackson*s  administration  been  more 
violently  or  unjustly  assailed.  And  here  I  take  leave  to 
say,  that  so  far  from  Indian  hostilities  having  been  pro- 
voked, either  by  the  negligence  or  injustice  of  that  ad- 
ministration, they  may,  with  much  greater  iustice,  be 
ascribed  to  the  political  philanthropy,  so  loudly  and 
pharisaicslly  displayed  by  its  political  opponents;  and  I 
will  further  say,  that  should  war  arise  on  the  part  of  the 
Cberokees,  the  sin  of  it  lies  not  at  the  door  of  this  ad- 
ministration, or  its  supporters.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to 
inquire,  briefly,  into  the  history  of  Indian  emigration 
weat  of  the  Mississippi.  If  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken, 
one  of  the  motives  which  induced  Mr.  Jefferson  to  de- 
sire the  annexation  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  Stales 
was  the  prospective  removal  of  the  eastern  Indians  to 
its  remote  and  uninhabited  regions. 

Certaia  it  is,  that  in  January,  1809,  when  addressed 
by  a  Cherokee  delegation  on  that  subject,  he  encour- 
aged their  examination  of  the  country  high  up  on  Ar- 
kansas and  White  rivers,  and  promised  to  aid  them  in 
their  emigration  to  it,  if  they  should  desire  to  remove 
after  having  explored  it.  It  is  believed  that  a  portion  of 
the  tribe  did  emigrate  to  that  country  not  long  after- 
wards. Within  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Monroe's  adminis- 
tration, the  year  1819,  a  treaty  was  made  with  the  whole 
tribe,  providing  for  the  emigration  of  such  portion  as 
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mieht  with  to  join  their  brethren  west  of  the  Hi8Mtfippi{ 
and  if  the  tercns  of  that  treaty  had  not  been  materially 
changed  by  another  entered  into  in  the  year  1819^  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt  that  a  much  larger  number  would 
hare  done  so.  But  it  may  be  answered*  that,  so  far,  the 
Government  had  not  entered  upon  any  general  system 
upon  this  subject!  and  that,  in  the  partial  emigrations 
which  had  then  taken  place,  it  rather  followed,  than  at- 
tempted to  lead,  the  inclination  of  the  Indians.  How- 
ever this  may  have  been,  the  whol^ aspect  of  the  quea- 
tion  was  changed  by  the  especial  message  eommonicated 
to  Congress  by  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  27th  of  January, 
1825,- in  which  he  stated  that  it  had  long  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Government,  and  recommended  a  gen- 
eral plan  of  Indian  emigration  and  colonization  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  accompanied  by  an  elaborate  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject.  But  a  short  peri<- 
od  of  Mr.  Monroe's  term  of  service  then  remained  unex- 
pired; but  he  did  not  go  out  of  office  until  he  had  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  the  treaty  of  the  Indian  Spring, 
of  February  of  the  same  year,  which  provided,  among 
other  things,  for  an  exchange  of  territory,  and  the  re- 
moval of  such  of  the  Creek  Indians  as  might  desire  it,  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  and  the  operation  of  which  treaty 
was  arrested  by  his  successor,  in  the  manner  I  have  al- 
ready stated. 

In  1826,  an  arrangement  was  made  by  the  then  Chief 
Magistrate  for  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  Creeks  to 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  in  1828,  a  treaty  with 
the  Cherokees  of  the  west,  which  looked  to  the  same 
object.  Thus  it  appears^  that,  although  by  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  in  May,  1830,  and  the  treaties  conclu- 
ded with  the  Choctaws  in  183G^  with  the  Creeks  in  1832, 
the  Seminoles  in  1834,  and  more  recently  with  the 
Cherokees,  and  within*  the  same  period  with  many 
smaller  bands,  the  scheme  of  Indian  emigration  and  colo- 
nization west  of  the  States  and  Territories  beyond  the 
Mississippi  has  been  enlarged  and  systematized,  its 
germe  has  a  much  earlier  date,  and  the  whole  was  rec- 
ommended by  Mr.  Monroe  in  1825,  while  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  his  cabinet.  It  might,  therefore,  on  the  score  of 
time  and  the  authority  of  high  names,  be  considered 
worse  than  useless  to  explain  or  defend  it.  But  as  this 
is  the  last  time  that  I  propose  ever  to  discuss  this  sub- 
ject, I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  present  a  few  con- 
siderations, derived  from  experience  and  the  nature  of 
things,  why  this  system  is  best,  both  for  the  whites  and 
the  Indians,  and  especially  for  the  latter.  The  races  are 
as  separate  and  distinct  as  color,  character,  and  general 
condition,  could  well  make  them;  the  one  possessing  the 
arts  and  knowledge  of  cultivated  life— the  other  the 
rude,  unpolished  nature  of  the  savage.  The  conse- 
quence mieht,  therefore,  be  naturally  expected,  that  it 
is  impossible  that  they  should  constitute  one  community 
with  any  thing  like  practical  equality  between  them. 
Nor  has  experience  in  the  slightest  degree  disappointed 
the  deductions  which  a  sound  logic  would  have  derived 
from  these  considerations.  I  have  been  told,  and  am  in 
no  way  disposed  to  doubt  it,  that  fur  many  years  past  the 
remnants  of  Indian  tribes  still  lingering  in  most  of  t)ie  old 
States  of  this  Union  have  been  treated  with  kindness  and 
humanity.  Bjit  of  what  avail  have  been  all  the  efibrts  of 
Bgestoel^ate  their  character  and  improve  their  condi- 
tion? Alas!  I  bat  character  has  continued  to  descend  to  the 
lowest  depths  of  degradation,  and  that  condition  to  un- 
mitigated misery.  Thus  has  it  always  been  with  the 
Indians,  when  surrounded  by  a  white  population;  and 
thus  it  must  always  be,  until  the  laws  of  nature  and  so- 
ciety shall  undergo  such  change  as  can  only  be  pro- 
duced by  the  impress  of  ihe  Deity.  Nor  can  there  be 
difiicuhy  in  explaining  it.  The  poor  Indian,  (and  in 
such  condition  he  is  indeed  poor,)  of  inferior  and  de- 


graded cast,  associates  with  none  of  the  white  race,  but 
such  as  are  qualified  to  sink  him  into  still  deeper  de« 
gradation.  What,  then,  should  be  done  to  save  the 
remnant  from  the  moral  pestilence  which  would  inevita- 
bly await  them,  if  relief  and  salvation  shall  be  delayed 
until  these  causes  shall  be  bought  to  operate  upon  them? 
There  ia  no  remedy  but  to  remove  them  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  contamination  which  will  surely  come  over 
them,  if  permitted  to  remain  until  they  shall  be  surround- 
ed by  the  causes  to  which  I  have  adverted.  By  making 
the  appropriation  asked  for  in  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, you  will  not  only  save  the  Cherokeea  from 
the  fate  which  has  already  befallen  their  kindred  in 
nearly  all  the  old  States  of  the  Union,  but  you  will  place 
them  where  they  will  not  only  be  safe  from  the  evils  I 
have  so  imperfectly  portrayed,  but  will  insure  that  im- 
provement and  elevation  of  character  as  shall  cauae  their 
posterity  to  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed,  and  at  the 
same  time  fulfil  an  obligation  to  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  already  deferred  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done,  We  have  heard 
much,  here  and  elsewhere,  of  the  conduct  of  Georgia  to- 
wards the  Indians.  I  shall  not  apologize,  for  she  does 
not  need  it,  for  any  act  of  legislation  of  hers,  either  in  its 
principles  or  ref^lar  application. 

The  Cherokees  drove  her  to  the  alternative  of  sur- 
rendering forever  to  a  hostile  and  foreign  Government 
a  portion  of  Iter  own  territory,  or  extending  her  juris- 
diction over  it .  In  this  extremity  slie  adopted  the  course 
sanctioned  by  the  example  of  all  the  original  States  of 
the  Union.  She  determined  to  govern  her  own  terri- 
tory, and  the  people  upon  it,  in  her  own  way.  What- 
ever of  seeming  severity  may  be  found  in  her  legislation 
on  this  subject,  is  the  consequence  of  Cherokee  defiance 
of  her  lawful  authority,  sanctioned  and  encouraged,  here 
and  elsewhere,  by  those  whose  sympathies  are  a  thou- 
sand times  stronger  towards  the  Indian  and  African  race, 
than  for  the  white  roan  of  the  South,  especUlly  if  he  be 
a  citizen  of  Georgia — by  men  who  have  but  one  short 
step  to  take,  to  be  found  brandishing  the  tomahawk  and 
seal  ping-knife  in  the  ranks  of  the  Indian. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,,  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  nibtion;  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  rejected: 
Yeas  37,  nays  99. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

TvKSDAr,  Juwz  28. 
BOOKS  TO  MEMBERS  OF  CONGBBSS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL,  the  House  took  up 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  on  a  former  day,  to  furnUh 
such  books  to  the  new  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress as  had  been  furnished  to  the  old  members.  The 
rules  having  been  suspended,  by  a  vote  of  117  to  SI9 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  modified  the  resolution  by  limiting 
it  to  the  following  books: 

Diplomatic  Correspondence,  Documentary  History  of 
the  Revolution,  the  Land  Laws,  the  American  State 
Papery  the  Register  of  Debstes,  Contested  Elections, 
Commercial  Regulations,  and  Elliot's  Debates;  and  pro- 
viding that  if  any  book  should  be  out  of  print,  it  should 
not  be  printed. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOWARD  requested  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  motion,  as  Mr.  H.  was  instructed  by  the  ComniUee 
on  Foreign  AflTairs  to  move  an  additional  work,  ^arbich 
would  be  accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution  sis  » 
modification. 
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Mr.  McKBNNAN  could  not  withdraw  the  motion,  as 
be  believed  the  House  was  fully  prepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
seconded,  86  to  39;  and  the  main  question  being  order- 
ed thereon, 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  lOr,  nays  68. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  resolution  directing  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  subscribe  and  pay  for  three  htmdred  copies  of 
£lliot's  Diplomatic  Code;  one  copy  to  be  distributed  to 
each  member  of  Congress,  and  the  residue  to  the  heads 
of  the  Departments,  Library  of  Congress,  &c. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  make  a  few  remarks  to  the  House  before  the  adoption 
of  the  present  resolution.  He  had  heretofore  objected 
to  the  course  of  this  House  in  book-making  and  book- 
buying  for  distribution  among  the  members  of  this 
House.  The  resolution  which  had  been  just  passed,  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ihoee- 
flOLL,]  g^ve  to  the  new  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress books  which  would  cost  the  Government  but  lit- 
tle less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  would 
be  bestowinff  upon  each  new  member  books  which 
would  cost  a  little  less  than  one  thousand  dollars;  and,  in 
his  opinion,  one  half  the  sum  in  money  would  enable  them 
to  purchase  books  infinitely  more  valuable  to  them  and 
their  constituents.  He  had  not  yet  had  an  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  the  cost  of  the  Diplomatic  Code  now 
proposed  to  be  purchased  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Howard.]  He  rose  now  not  with  the  expec- 
tation of  arresting  the  passage  of  the  resolution;  he  bad 
no  right  to  expect  that,  afler  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  without 
debate,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  being  refused  to  be 
called  upon  the  suspension  of  the  rule  to  take  up 
the  resolution.  He  wished,  however,  to  state  to  the 
House  some  facts  which  had  been  communicated  to  him, 
and  which  he  believed  to  be  true.  He  had  been  inform- 
ed that  many  copies  of  the  books  which  had  been  order- 
ed by  the  House  to  be  distributed  among  the  members, 
for  the  last  few  years,  had  been  taken  to  the  booksel- 
lers in  the  city,  and  sold  to  them  for  much  less  than  half 
the  price  which  had  been  given  by  Congress  for  them, 
and  that  the  books  were  retained  by  the  booksellers  to 
supply  other  and  further  orders  made  by  Congress.  He 
thought'the  House  should  stop  such  a  course,  by  putting 
an  end  to  the  distribution  of  books  among  the  members. 
He  believed  those  facts  to  be  true,  and  if  the  House 
would  allow  him  a  select  committee,  he  had  no  doubt 
he  should  be  able  to  prove  these  things  to  its  satisfaction. 
He  wislied  farther  to  state  to  the  House^  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  now  had  under  consideration 
a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry  as  to  the  propriety  of 
setting  aside  the  contract  for  the  public^ition  of  the 
Documentary  History,  which  would  be  twenty  volumes 
in  each  copy,  costing  about  thirteen  dollars  a  volume. 
He  hoped  tlie  committee  had  ascertained  facts  enough 
to  justify  the  House  in  setting  aside  the  contract.  Yet, 
by  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
this  work  is  ordered  to  be  distributed,  and  the  Clerk 
would,  of  course,  purchase  a  copy  for  each  of  the  new 
members.  But  he  would  not  further  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House  by  details  at  this  late  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  such  a  fact  as  that 
roentiontd  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  should  be 
spread  before  the  nation,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
indulge  the  gentleman  with  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BKIGGS  remarked,  that  if  there  were  individual 
members  who  abused  their  privilege,  or  made  what  was 
considered  an  improper  use  of  it,  that  should  not  affect 
the  whole  body. 
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Mr.  LANE  had  voted,  on  a  former  occasion,  for  a  res- 
olution to  furnish  the  new  members,  of  which  he  was 
one,  and  be  had  now  voted  for  a  similar  one;  that  he  had 
received  the  books,  and  had  not  parted  with  them,  nor 
should  he  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  them;  that 
he  considered  them  as  belonging  to  his  constituents,  and 
that  he  held  them  as  their  trustee;  and  was  there  a  great 
library  or  the  district,  he  should  place  them  in  it,  as  the 
common  property  of  all. 

Mr.  BOON  said  ite  was  clear  to  his  mind  that  there  was 
business  of  much  more  importance  to  be  acted  upon  than 
talking  about  subscribing  for  books,  and  therefore  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HIESTER  thought  they  had  done  enough  for  one 
day  in  buying  books,  and  he  therefore  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  they^ 
were  refused,  and  the  motion  prevailed:  Ayes  84,  noes* 
not  counted. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  HARBOR  BILL. 

<<  A  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  Dela- 
ware breakwater,  and  for  certain  harbors,  and  removing 
obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  and 
for  other  purposes,  for  the  year  1836." 

The  bill  had  been  reported  to  the  House  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  sundry  amendments;  the 
details  of  which  were  given  at  length,  when  the  bill  was 
under  consideration  in  committee. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  was  concurred 
in  without  amendment. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  to  strike  out  the  clause  *'  for  continuing  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  from  Pittsbiu|L  Pennsylvania,  to  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana,  and  fronfflke  mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri  river,  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand dollars;"  and  insert  "  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans, 
seventy  thousand  dollars;  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  the 
Missouri  river,  to  Independence,  $50,000,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  for  the  removal  of  such  obstructions,  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  direct." 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  out  "$50,000,"  and  in- 
sert "$30,000."  Lost. 

Mr.  HAWES  opposed  the  whole  appropriation,  on 
the  ground  that  its  effect  would  be  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  officers  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  said  that  he  was  sorry 
to  detain  the  House  at  this  late  period  of  the  session;  but 
the  subject  was  interesting  to  the  (People  he  represented 
in  Illinoii>,  which  was  his  excuse  for  addressing  a  single 
word  to  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment,  as  it  created  more  officers  to  super- 
intend the  work  on  the  Western  waters  than  were  ne- 
cessary. It  is  not  possible  for  any  one  officer,  no  matter 
how  efficient  and  competent  he  may  be,  to  superintend 
all  the  works  of  improvement  that  ought  to  be  made  on 
the  Ohio,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri  rivers.  The  House 
well  know  that  these  rivers  stretch  over  a  vast  extent  of 
country;  so  that  if  the  work  is  to  be  done  at  all  during 
this  season,  it  will  require  more  officers  than  one  to  car- 
ry it  on  with  that  efficiency  that  the  Government  ought 
to  observe  in  the  improvement  of  these  rivers. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Haweb]  also 
states  that  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  the 
Mssouri  to  Liberty,  is  too  much,  and  more  than  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  required. 

Mr.  R.  said  if  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stiutes  ap- 
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propriate  any  thing  at  all  for  these  noble  and  useful 
rivers,  it  ought  not  to  be  less  than  that  sum.  It  would 
be  a  ridiculous  improvement  that  a  less  sum  would  effect 
on  the  Mississippi,  between  the  mouth  of  Ohio  and  the 
Palls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  the  Missouri,  as  high  up  as 
Liberty.  The  sum  is  not  too  much.  If  any  thing  be 
given  at  all,  let  it  be  that  sum  or  more. 

Mr.  HA  WES  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  this 
amendment!  which  were  ordered,  a«d  were;  Yeas  104, 
nays  81. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill.  He  wished  to  test  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  by  the 
General  Government,  and  repeated  what  he  had  said  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  that  now  the  deposite  bill  was 
passed,  the  bill  under  consideration  was  nothing  more 
than  a  scramble  for  unequal  shares  of  the  public  money 
before  the  day  of  distribution  came. 

Mr.  W.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion} 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Teas  53,  nays  133. 

So  the  motion  was  dissgreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  an  additional  item  of  ^15,000  for 
building  a  steamboat  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  the  Red 
river  rafti  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWES  renewed  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  of  $200)000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Hudson  river,  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of 
bis  motion. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded:  Yeas  84,  nays  48. 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  qtiestion  to  be  put;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Yeas  106,  nays  78. 

So  the  House  determined  tln^the  main  question  should 
be  now  put. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House.     Lost. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  PATTON,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  main  question,  being  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill;  and  the  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  V25,  nays  63,  as  follows: 

YxAS-^Mcssrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ash- 
ley, Bailey,  Barton,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bo- 
▼ee,  Briggs,  Brown,  Burns,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Childs,  Corwin, 
Cramer,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davis,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French, 
Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraitb,  R.  Garland.  Gillet,  Gran- 
ger, Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  Janes,  R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  B.  Jones, 
Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Love,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Ma- 
son, May,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McMim,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Milligan,  Moure,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Russell,  Seymour, 
Shtnn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  Elisha  M'hitilesey,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
tlt'sey— 125. 

Nats — Messrs.  C.  Allan,  Beale,  Beaumont,  Bouldin, 
Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bynuir,  J.  Calhoon,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  J.  Chambers,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Deberry, 
Dromgoole,  Forester,  J.  Gs<rland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Hardin,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Huntsman, 
Jarvis,  Jenifer,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  L. 
Lea,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Marlin,  Maury,  Mc- 


Comat,  McKay,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Parks,  Pat  ton. 
F.  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ro. 
gcrs,  Speight,  Standefcr,  Taliaferro,  To vns,  Underwood, 
White,  L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  Wise— 63. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  be  did  not  wish  to  delay  ihis  bill, 
but  he  wanted  a  direct  vote  of  the  House  upon  the  ap- 
propriation of  $200,000  for  the  Hudson  river.  He  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  that  clause,  aad  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  he  wished  to  say  a  very  few  words 
before  the  question  was  taken.  Mr.  B.  said  that  be  bad 
been  honored  with  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives during  a  period  of  nine  years,  and  had  uniformly 
voted  for  appropriations  of  money  for  the  "common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,"  whether 
the  money  was  to  be  expended  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
or  in  the  South,  and  he  would  now  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion ofthe  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  But,  said  Mr.  B., 
I  will  take  this  occasion  to  advise  gentlemen  thtit,  unless 
a  more  liberal  policy  should  hereafter  be  extended  to- 
wards the  new  States  of  the  West,  he  would,  if  his  life 
should  be  spared  him,  return,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  prepared  to  organize  a 
Western  influence  that  would  be  felt  against  all  appro- 
priations of  money  east  of  the  mountain^  until  justice 
should  be  done  to  the  people  of  the  new  States  in  the 
West.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  not  ]on|fer  consent  to  have 
the  people  of  the  new  States  taxed  m  the  purchase  of 
the  public  lands,  for  the  benefit  of  other  portions  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  pledges  had  been  given  him,  for 
some  two  or  three  months  past,  that  a  direct  vole  slioukl 
be  had  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  Uinds 
before  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. Yet  this  promise  had  not  been  fulfilled,  nor  waa 
there  any  reasonable  prospect  that  it  would  be.  Mr.  B. 
concluded  by  saying  that  he  had  become  tired  of  living 
upon  promises  alone,  and  called  upon  gentlemen  from  the 
Western  StatA  to  prepare  to  go  with  him  in  Aiture  in 
opposing  appropriations  for  the  seaboard  until  something 
should  be  done  direct  for  the  people  of  the  West. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  60,  nays  101. 

The  House  then  took  the  iisual  recess. 

EVIHIITG  Sxssiov. 
HARBOR  BILLS. 

The  *'bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
Delaware  breakwater,  and  for  certain  harbors,  and  re» 
moving  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers, 
and  for  other  purposes,  for  the  year  1836,"  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  <*  bill  making  approprhi- 
tions  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  year  1826." 

Mr.  BELL  renewed  the  motion  made  by  him  in  Com- 
i  mittee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of 
the  bill;  and,  on  that  motion,  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya^ 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  69,  nays  96. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  was  not  seconded  by  the  House. 

The  following  smendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in: 

An  amendment  appropriating  the  sum  of  #300  for  an 
examination  of  the  survey  of  the  passage  of  Cobscook 
bay,  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

An  amendment  to  increase  the  appropriations  fi>r  the 
Cochecho  branch  of  the  Piscataqua  V^^^AP/VAf^' 
igi  ize     y  g 
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For  improving  the  harbor  at  Gattftraugus  creek,  strike 
out  «t40,000*'  and  insert  ««|30,000." 

For  deepening  the  channel  of  the  river  Thamea,  Con- 
necticuty  $13,000. 

To  strike  out  the  following:  **  Ftf  making  further  im- 
provementa  in  the  harbor  of  Newcastle,  $43,000." 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Maumee  river,  below  the 
rapida,  #30,000. 

Mr.  8UTHERLAND  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  aeconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  95,  nays 
not  counted. 

Mr.  MARTIN  called  for  the  feasand  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question^  which  were  ordered,  and  were.'  Teas 
104,  nays  87. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  ROBBRTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  (which  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed;)  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  108, 
nftys  93,  as  follows: 

YsAs-^Messn.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ash,  Bailey, 
Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Brown,  Burns, 
WHlian  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Chaney,  Chapln,  Ghilds, 
Cramer,  Gushing,  Cuahman,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Double- 
day,  Efner,  Evans,  Farlin,  WilHam  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
Rice  Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Harper,  Samuel  8.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Howard,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Infl^ersoll,  Ingliam,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lin- 
coln, Love,  William  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  Mc- 
carty, McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Reed,  John  Reynolds^  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Russell,  Sehenck,  William  B.  Shepan),  Shmn,  Sickles, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Smith,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwel),  Washington,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Eltsha  Whittlesey,  Thomu  T.  Wbittle- 
■ey-lOS. 

NATB^Metsrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond, 
BouMin,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers, 
John  Chambers,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor.  Corwin, 
Craig,  Crane,  Deberry,  Dunhp,  Everett,  Fairfield,  For- 
ester, French,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Grantland,  Graves, 
GrifRn,  Joseph  Hall,  Htland  Hall,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hieater,  Hopkins, 
Hubley,  Huntsman,  William  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Luke  Lea,  Logan,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Blartin,  John  Y. 
Mason,  Moaes  Maaon,  Miury,  McComas,  McKay,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Parker,  Parks, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Jamea  A.  Pearce,  Pinckney,  Potts, 
Rencher,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shields, 
Spangler,  Speight,  Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Towns,  Un- 
derwood, Wagener,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Wiae— 92. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the 
appropriationa  one  h«lf,  and  to  strike  out  the  item  of 
$40,000  for  the  improvement  «t  the  mouth  of  Cafttarau- 
gua  oreek. 

Mr.  H.  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  tl^e  general 
principles  of  the  bill.  He  considered  this  but  as  the 
beginning  of  a  system  which  was  to  take  away  millionaof 
the  public  treasure,  and  only  to  be  a  benefit  to  a  set  of 
land  speeuUtora.    The  harbor  of  Cattarangut  had  never 


been  heard  of  until  it  was  bought  up  by  land  speculators; 
and  from  that  time  to  this  members  of  Congress  had  been 
continually  receiving  letters,  urging  them  to  make  an 
appropriation  for  this  place.  He  believed  there  were 
members  in  that  House  who  were  engaged  in  these  spec- 
ulations, and  he  warned  them  to  beware,  as  there  was  a 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  thia  matter.  He 
hoped,  too,  this  committee  would  be  vigilant;  and  if 
there  were  any  abuses,  (which  he  believed  there  were* 
and  believed  be  could  put  his  finger  on  some  of  them,) 
that  they  would  feAret  them  out  and  expose  them.  The 
appropriations  in  this  bill  were  so  distributed  as  to  pro- 
cure votes;  whatever  State  had  a  large  vote  in  the  House 
got  a  large  appropriation  for  improvements.  Mr.  H. 
spoke  at  great  length,  and  adverted  with  some  aeverity 
to  the  coorae  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce in  relation  to  this  bill,  and  pronounced  it  a  bribery 
and  robbery  measure  throughout,  and  only  calculated  to 
drain  the  Treasury  and  prevent  the  distribution,  which 
was  contemplated  by  the  bill  passed  a  few  days  since* 
After  speaking  for  about  three  hours,  Mr.  H.  concluded, 
and 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply, 
and  showed  the  importance  of  Cattaraugus  harbor  as  a 
port  of  refuge  in  cases  of  atorms  upon  the  lake,  and 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the  House: 
Ayes  101,  noes  not  counted.  And  the  main  question 
being  ordered  thereon, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Loat,  with- 
out a  count. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  main  question,  being 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Yeas  99,  naya  85,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Borden,  Brown,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Carr,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Childs,  Clark,  Cramer, 
Gushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Denny,  Dickeraon,  Ef- 
ner, Evans,  Farlin,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Rice 
Garland,  Gillet,  Granger,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Hoar, 
Howard,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jabez 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnaon,  Judson,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee, 
Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Love,  Wil- 
liam Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Miiy,  McCarty,  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page^ 
Patteraon,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Reed,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Russell,  Shinn,  Sickles^ 
Sloane,  Smith,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton, 
Ward,  Ward  well,  Washington,  Webster,  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey— 99. 

NATfr—Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Beale,  Beaumont,  Bell, 
Bond,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Bunch,  Bynum,  John 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  John 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F. 
H.  Claiborne,  Coles  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane, 
Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Everett,  Fairfield,  For- 
ester, French,  Fry,  Jamea  Garland,  Grantland,  Graves,  - 
Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hiester, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Jarvis,  John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Job  Mann, 
Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  McKay, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Parker,  Parks,  Patton, 
Jamea  A.  Pearce,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Speight,  Standefer,  Talia- 
ferro, Towns,  Underwood,  Wagener,  White,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Wise-^SS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed.  ^^  , 
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LIGHT.HOUSEBILL. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentacky,  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn.     Lost:  Ayes  55.  noes 90. 

The  House  next  took  up  **  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  building  light-houses,  light-boats,  beacon 
lights,  buoys,  and  making  surveys,  for  the  year  1836." 

The  following  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in  by  the  House: 

An  amendment  for  the  survey  of  the  Kennebec  river, 
Maine,  ^00$ 

An  amendment  to  the  clause  for  a  survey  of  Salem  har- 
bor, Massachusetts,  by  adding ««  Lynn,"  and  increasing 
the  appropriation  $500; 

An  amendment  to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the 
light-house  on  Block  ialsnd,  Rhode  Island,  to  $5,000; 

An  amendment  for  a  floating  light  in  or  near  the  Mid- 
dle Ground,  on  Long  Island  Sound,  $10,000; 

An  amendment  to  insert  after  the  word  «  Delaware" 
the  words,  «  and  Schuylkill,"  $10,000; 

An  amendment  for  a  light-house  on  James  river,  Vir- 
ginia, $5,000; 

An  amendment  for  a  survey  of  Perdido  and  Pearl 
rivers,  Louisiana,  $450; 

^*Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  reports  upon  all  the 
aforesaid  surveys  shall  contain  a  statement  of  all  such 
facts  within  the  knowledge  of  the  engineers  respectively 
making  the  surveys,  as  are  or  may  be  materially  connected 
with  the  proposed  improvements;  and  also  estimates,  in 
detail,  of  the  sums  of  money  necessary  for  such  improve- 
ments, respectively;" 

An  additional  section  providing  that  none  of  the  light- 
houses should  be  commenced  until  the  proper  examina- 
tions be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sev^*al  other  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  LANE  moved  the  pre? ious  question;  which  was 
seconded  without  a  division,  and  the  main  question  was 
then  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn.     Lost:  Ayes  55,  noes  67. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
continue  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. ^ 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mccarty  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion. 

^  Mr.  HARDIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
^Mr.  HAWES  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  60,  noes  53. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

WXDHSSDAT,  JCVl    29. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Cabst  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  Post  Ofllce  Department,  and  the  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  thereof. 

The  question  pending  was  the  amendment  of  the 


Senate  strikiog  out  the  43d  and  44th  sections,  which 
prevent  the  postmasters  from  receiving  any  emolument 
from  pigeon-holes  or  boxes. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  had  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  by  adding  a  section  providing  that  when 
the  emolument  of  postmasters  shall  exceed  $2,000  from 
said  boxes,  that  they  shall  account  to  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  same,  and  pay  over  the  excess  to 
said  Department;  and  that  the  postmasters  should  make 
returns  of  the  amount  received  by  them  for  the  rent  of 
said  boxes. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  called  for  the  reading  of  a  memorial 
on  the  subject  from  a  number  of  merchants  in  PhiUdel- 
phis,  setting  forth  the  advantages  of  the  present  sjrstem, 
and  praying  that  it  might  be  continued. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  appealed  to  his  colleague  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  espeeially  after  the  lengthy  discussion 
which  had  grown  out  of  the  subject  when  the  bill  was 
first  under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  W  hole  and 
in  the  House,  as  well  ss  from  the  difficulties  of  the  sub- 
ject itself.  He  hoped  this  point  would  be  suffered  to  stand 
over  to  a  future  session,  when  Congress  might  act  upon  it 
with  more  information  than  they  were  now  possessed  of, 
and  not  delay  or  hazard  the  passage  of  so  important  a 
bill  as  this  on  ao  unimportant  a  matter. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  could  not  see  any  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  his  amendment,  and  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  abuse  that  had  grown  up  under  the  box 
rem  should  be  removed.  He  had  no  wish  to  cut  down 
system,  but  rather  to  render  it  permanent  upon  a 
proper  system.  It  was  well  known  that  by  its  operation 
an  amount  of  perquisites  had  accrued  to  the  postmasters 
of  some  of  the  large  cities  greater  than  the  salaries  of  any 
other  officer  of  the  Government  under  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, being,  in  some  cases,  from  six  to  nine  and  ten 
thousand  dollars  per  annum.  His  object  was  to  limit  the 
salary  within  the  sum  of  $4,000,  which  he  thought  quite 
sufficient.  It  was  equal  to  the  compensation  paid  to  the 
collector  of  New  York,  to  whose  duties  those  of  the 
postmaster  of  that  city  bore  no  proportion. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  agreed  that  $4,000  was  a  fair  com- 
pensation, but  it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  whole  reg- 
ulation of  the  subject  of  these  boxes  till  next  session. 
He  believed  some  reform  was  necessary,  but  it  wa<  better 
not  to  hazard  the  bill,  for  he  really  believed  it  would  be 
lost  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts should  be  adopted.  He  himself  had  amendments 
he  should  like  to  see  introduced  into  the  bill,  but  he  re- 
frained from  pressing  them,  for  the  reason  he  should  vote 
against  the  pending  proposition. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  it  would  not 
affect  more  than  two  or  three  postmasters  in  the  whole 
country;  and  as  measures  would  be  taken  to  collect  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  he  also  thought  it  had  better 
be  leA  to  the  next  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  adopted;  but  if  it  was,  be  shoukl  move 
a  further  amendment  to  it. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said,  although  he  was  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  his  amendment,  yet,  rather  than  jeopard 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  to  meet  the  wishes  of  other 
gentlemen,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  thought  the 
proposition  too  reasonable  to  be  passed  over,  and  he 
therefore  renewed  it. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  BRIGGS, 
REED,  MASON  of  Virginia,  CONNOR,  WILLIAMS 
of  North  Carolina,  GRENNELL,  UNDERWOOD,  AN- 
THONY, and  LOVE, 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  modified  his  amendment  by  inserting 
the  word  *'nett"  in  that  part  of  it  requiring  the  post- 
masters to  make  returns  of  their  emoluments. 

The  Aawndment  waa  disagreed  to^  and  the  amend- 
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mentofthe  Senate  was  concurred  in:  Ayes  108,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Senate,  appropriating 
#3,150,000  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  1836,  commencing  on  the-lst  of  July, 
was  also  concurred  in. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  also  con* 
curred  in. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  submitted  an  amendment  autho. 
rizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  allow  an  increase  of 
salary  of  |1,000  to  the  postmasters  of  the  large  cities,  in 
lieu  of  the  perquisites  derived  from  the  boxes. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  suggested  that  the 
amendment  had  better  be  withdrawn,  and  leave  the 
whole  subject  open  to  investigation  at  an  early  day  next 
session.     Lost. 

POST  ROUTE  BILL. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  <'to  establish 
certain  post  roads,  and  to  alter  and  discontinue  others, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
various  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  they  were  all  severally 
concurred  in. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
ments to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair. 

The  first  bill  was  taken  up,  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  having  been  concurred  in,  except  that  providing 
for  the  regulation  of  the  number  and  salaries  of  clerks 
in  the  Department. 

Mr.  LANE  rose,  and  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded — ^ayes  85,  noes  39 — and  the  main 
question  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion,  so  as  to  take  the  question  separately  on  the  amend- 
ments regulating  the  salaries. 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  except  the  amendment 
striking  out  the  forty-third  and  forty-fourth  sections  of 
the  bill! 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  except  the  amendments  re- 
lating to  the  contracts. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  except  the  amendment  appro- 
priating $3,500,000  to  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment. 

The  other  amendment  was  then  concurred  in  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  EVERETT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  reserved  by  him,  but  the  House  refused  to 
order  them,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in  by 
ayes  94,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HIESTER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  regulating  the  salaries;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  begged  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  the  effect 
of  the  amendment  was  to  increase  or  decrease  the  salaries 
of  the  clerks. 

The  CHAIR  was  informed  by  the  Cle^k  that  it  was  to 
increase  their  salaries. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  when 
it  was  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of:  Ayes  107,  noes  75. 

The  question  being  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  43d  and  44tb  sections,  relating  to  the 
"  boxes"  in  the  post  offices. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but 
they  were  refused,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in:  Ayes  89,  noes  41. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  reserved  by 
Mr.  Adaxs,  it  was  concurred  in  without  a  division. 

The  **  post  route"  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  the 
amendments  all  concurred  in  without  a  division. 
TIME  OF  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  a  resolution  ioftnioting  the  Coimnit- 


tee  on  Enrolled  BiPs  to  report  a  bill  fixing  the  time  of 
the  annual  meeting  of  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November;  which  was  agreed  to — 120  to  29. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment,  instructing  the 
same  committee  to  report  a  joint  resolution  fixing  also 
the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  moved  the  previous  question! 
which  was  seconded;  and  the  main  question  being  ordered 
and  carried,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  on  leave,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  then  reported  a  <*  bill  to  alter  the  time  of 
the  annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  (to^the  first  Monday  in 
November;)  which  was  read  twice;  and  the  question 
being  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  New  Hampshire,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  H ANNE  G  AN  moved  an  additional  section,  to  re- 
duce the  pay  of  members  of  Congress  to  six  dollars  per 
day  during  their  attendance  In  Congress. 

Mr.  MAY  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
amendment  on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  there* 
on;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  99,  nays  93. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-day. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enrolled  Bills,  with  instructions  so  to  amend 
it  as  to  limit  its  operation  to  the  next  session  only. 

Mr.  MILLER  said,  if  the  gentleman  would  modify  bis 
instructions,  by  limiting. its  operation  to  future  sessions 
after  the  next,  he  would  vote  for  them.  He  said  he 
thought,  after  remaining  in  session  till  July,  it  was  extra- 
ordinary that  they  should  pass  a  bill  to  come  back  in 
November.  He  therefore  moved  to  postpone  its  further 
consideration  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  demanded  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  He 
said  he  had  voted  in  the  majority  expressly  that  he  might 
make  this  motion,  in  the  hope  that,  upon  more  mature 
reflection,  a  majority  would  reject  the  bill. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order  after 
the  previous  question  had  been  demanded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded  by  a  vote  of 
98  to  53. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question  to  be  put;  but  they  were  refused, 
and  the  main  question  was  ordered  without  a  count. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Yeas  101,  nays  95. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  con- 
tinue the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois." 

Mr.  Maw,  of  New  York,  had  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  ErxatTT  had  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  ^ 
'  The  second  was  the  pending  question,  the  House 
having  adjourned  last  night  before  it  was  taken;  and  it 
was  now  taken,  and  decided  in  tlie  negative  without  a 
division. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  and  it  prevailed^TO  to 
50. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  had  voted  against  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  EybbittJ  to  lay 
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the  bill  on  the  table,  with  the  belief  that  the  previous 
question  would  not  be  sustained,  and  that  the  bill  would 
be  yet  modified  to  meet  his  views.  But  as  the  previous 
question  had  now  been  ordered,  so  as  to  cut  off  all  the 
proposed  amendments,  that  further  time  might  be  had 
to  deliberate,  and  for  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  com- 
promise their  different  views,  he  renewed  the  motion. 

Mr.  LANG  called  for  the  year  and  nays^  which  were 
ordered,  and  werex    Yeas  67,  nays  103. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put;  and 
bein;^  put  and  carried^  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
readmfc* 

The  House  then,  according  to  order,  took  recess  till 
four  o'cloak. 

EvBirive  Sxssiov. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
**  bill  to  continue  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of 
Ohioa  Indiana,  and  Illinois."  The  question  being  en  its 
passage, 

Mr.  McCARTY  entered  at  some  length  into  a  review 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  urged  his  objections 
against  it  in  its  present  shape.  He  then  moved  to  re* 
commit  it,  with  the  following  instructions: 

**  Strike  out  from  the  provisional  clause  in  the  first 
section  to  the  end  of  the  section;  and  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond section,  and  insert  the  following: 

**  SicTiov  3.  Andbt  it  further  enacted^  That  the  hm- 
ney  hereby  appropriated  for  the  continuation  of  said 
road  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  shall  be  applied  to  the  gradua- 
tion and  bridging;  the  same  to  be  let  out  in  contracts 
and  sections,  upon  public  notice,  to  the  lowest  bidders, 
by  such  superintendent  or  superintendents,  engineer  or 
engineers,  as  may  have  charge  of  said  road,  under  the 
direotion  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  Provided  the  said  Sec- 
retary may  direct  so  much  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
continuation  of  the  road  in  Ohio  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  completion  thereof  east  of  Springfield,  to  be  applied 
to  that  purposes  And  promded.  That  not  more  than 
twenty  tbotjsand  dollars  of  the  amount  thus  appropriated 
for  the  continuation  of  the  road  in  Indiana  shall  be  ap- 
plied in  the  collection  of  materials  for  the  bridge  over 
the  Wabash.'' 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  A.  MANN,  T.  WEB- 
STER, and  BOON, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  the  previous  question; 
but  the  House  refused  to  second  it:   Ayes  64,  noes  69. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  no  member  could  be  more  sen- 
sible than  he  was  that  the  House  was  fatigued  with  de- 
bate; and  while  those  members  most  favored  of  the 
House  could  only  rise  under  the  repeated  cry  of  *•  ques- 
tion, .question,  question,"  he  could  not  hope  to  be  heard 
with  attention.  Members  were  already  preparing  for 
their  departure— they  were  now  approaching  the  close 
of  a  long,  and,  as  he  had  learnt  from  the  older  members, 
a  session  of  unparalleled  labors;  and  of  that  long  calen- 
dar which  yet  encumbered  their  desks,  members  were 
anxious  to  dispose  of  that  which  was  most  essential  to  the 
public  interests.  He  would  not  trespass  long.  He  be- 
lieved the  bill  in  its  present  shape  would  not  so  well  ad- 
vance the  permanent  interests  of  the  West  as  sn  amend- 
ment, which  he  contemplated,  would.  He  hoped  the 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  for  amendment,  would  pre- 
vail; and  he  would  throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  while  he  briefly  stated  his  views.  It  was  very 
far  from  bis  desire  to  defeat  the  bill;  but  he  felt  it  to  be 
bis  doty  to  make  an  effort  to  perfect  it :  should  that  fail, 
though  with  much  reluctance,  he  would  vote  for  its  pas- 
sage. He  now  did,  and  trusted  he  always  would,  yield 
with  proper  deference  to  the  deliberate  wiU  of  the 
Houses 


He  had  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  system  under 
which  that  road  had  been  constructed  was  extremely 
faulty,  and  that  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  Treasury,  required  that  ift  should  be 
corrected.  The  corps  of  cadet%  and  their  agentii 
which  were  quartered  on  this  road  fund,  required  a 
large  amount  for  their  own  pay,  and  rendered  the  agency 
extremely  expensive.  This  was  one  of  the  reasons  why 
that  work  had  appeared  to  cost  so  much.  But  this  was 
not  the  greatest  objection.  The  money  had  been  ap- 
plied, and  the  work  directed,  without  that  regard  to 
economy  which  had  characterized  the  progress  of  the 
public  works  which  bad  been  presecuted  so  successfully 
under  the  management  of  the  State  of  Ohio  and  her 
corporate  companies.  He  did  not  attempt 'to  attach 
blame  to  any  one,  or  censure  anywhere.  He  beliered 
the  fault  was  more  in  the  system  than  in  the  individuals. 

Ohio  had,  with  great  success  and  commendable  econo- 
my, prosecuted  her  great  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments. These  great  works  had  been  directed  by  her 
own  civil  engineers.  They  were  men  of  great  scientific 
attainments  m  their  profession.  They  were,  however, 
her  own  citizens,  and  knew  that  they  were  acting  for  the 
people  of  Ohio;  they  had  reputations  to  advance,  felt  a 
common  interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  their 
State,  and  devoted  themselves  to  the  service  in  which 
they  were  employed;  they  were  practical  as  well  as  sci- 
entific men,  and  knew  the  value  of  labor  and  money. 
And  it  is  a  subject  of  cherished  pride  and  boast,  that  so 
much  has  been  accomplished  for  the  honor  of  the  Slate, 
and  for  the  public  good,  and  for  the  advancement  of  the 
common  interests  of  all  her  citizens,  with  so  litfle  burden 
to  her  treasury.  A  very  different  state  of  feeling  existed 
in  regard  to  the  national  road.  The  people  of  Ohio  had 
discussed  the  subject,  and  understood  it.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Ohio  had  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject, 
broad  and  clear,  and  had  sent  here  a  very  able  and  car- 
nest,  but  respectful  memorial  on  this  subject,  requesting 
that  the  future  appropriations  for  this  toad  may  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  her  board  of  public  works. 

It  was  in  accordance  with  this  instmction  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  that  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
propose  the  amendment  which  he  did,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  place  this  work  under  the  direction  of 
that  board.  He  believed  it  would  be  a  great  saving  to 
the  road  fund,  and  would  greatly  accelerate  the  prog- 
ress and  completion  of  the  work.  And  this  proposed 
amendment  having  been  cut  off  by  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  was  one  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  desire  that  the  bill  should  be  laid,  for  the  present, 
on  the  table. 

He  regretted  to  say  that  other  proposed  amendments, 
matured  and  reported  by  the  able  and  experienced  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals,  had  been  cut  off.  In  his 
opinion,  these  amendments  were  essential  to  the  profita- 
ble expenditure  of  the  appropriation.  It  would  be  rec- 
ollected by  gentlemen,  that  the  plan  of  the  construction 
of  this  road  had  been  once  entirely  changed;  ai\d  that 
the  covering  of  the  old  road  east  of  Wheeliag,  which 
had  been  put  on  at  great  expense,  had  failed  to  answer 
the  purpose,  and  had  been  replaced  by  a  new  and  differ- 
ent one,  at  very  great  expense  to  the  Government,  and 
much  inconvenience  to  the  travelling  community. 

The  Macadamized  road  might  answer  through  the 
mountainous  country  east  of  the  Ohio  river;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  it  would  not  long  be  tolerated  through  the 
level  and  fertile  and  populous  valley  of  the  West.  That 
country  was  too  well  adapted  to  a  much  more  easy, 
cheap,  and  rapid  mode  of  communication.  The  enter- 
prise of  the  West  would  not  be  content  with  the  tedious 
and  fatiguing  stage  of  six  or  eight  miles  per  hour,  when 
they  can  with  more  safety,  much  more  ease,  and  at  less 
expeose,  and  the  important  aavii^  of  time,  travel  30  or 
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25  mnes  on  a  railroad.  And  if  a  Macadamized  road 
should  be  completed^  he  did  not  doubt  that  it  would  be, 
in  a  few  years,  abandoned  by  the  traveller  for  the  facili- 
ties of  a  railroad,  which  may  be  constructed  on  the  same 
line,  or  near  it.  And  he  believed  that  when  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad,  which  is  now  in  progress, 
reaches  the  Ohio  river,  the  Macadamized  road  east  of 
Wheeling  will  be  abandoned  by  the  general  traveller. 
It  must  be  so,  for  there  will  be  few  travellers  so  attach- 
ed to  the  old  mode  of  travelling  as  to  be  jolted  and 
bruised  for  days  in  the  stage,  when  they  can  make  the 
trip  in  a  single  day,  and  comparatively  without  fatigue. 
The  old  road  will  doubtless  continue  to  be  used  as  a 
neighborhood  road,  to  travel  from  village  to  village; 
but  should  a  road  for  such  a  purpose  be  constructed  at 
such  expense?  He  understood  the  national  road  to  be 
constructed  for  national  purposes— for  general  travel. 

The  same  thing  must  take  place  west  of  the  Ohio 
river,'  whenever  a  railroad  should  be  constructed.  No 
man  who  has  ever  travelled  on  a  railroad  can  doubt  it. 
The  prosperity  of  the  West  demands  the  speedy  con- 
struction of  such  a  work;  and  its  enterprise  would 
speedily  accomplish  it.  The  construction,  then,  of  a 
Macadamized  road  would  be  unnecessary.  The  day 
was  rapidly  approaching^  when  the  distance  between  the 
termination  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  and  the 
Mississippi  would  be  travelled  in  two  days.  It  was  no 
idle  fancy.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  less  believed  that  the 
distance  between  Washington  city  and  New  York 
would  at  this  time  be  travelled  in  three  fourths  of  a  day. 
This  may  now  be  done.  And  what  may  be  accom- 
plished through  this  region,  may  be  accomplished 
through  the  great  valley  of  the  West  much  sooner,  and 
therefore  much  cheaper.  A  line  of  railroad  cannot  be 
laid  in  any  part  of  the  world,  of  the  same  extent,  through 
a  country,  so  well  adapted  to  its  rapid  and  cheap  con- 
struction, and  to  the  most  rapid  travelling,  as  between 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  on  and  near  the  line  of 
the  national  road;  nor  could  it  be  constructed  through 
any  country  capable  of  containing  a  greater  population, 
of  building  more  flourishing  towns  and  cities,  or  of  ma- 
king it9  Citizens  more  independent  and  weahhy.  Unlike 
most  roads,  which  must  wind  their  grades  circuitously 
through  an  uneven  country,  the  greater  part  of  that 
road  may  be  constructed  on  straight  lines  and  even 
grades.  On  a  crooked  track  the  speed  of  the  cars  can- 
not exceed  a  certain  limit  with  safety;  but  on  a  straight 
line  almost  any  required  speed  may  be  attained;  and  all 
this  line  between  Zanesville  and  the  Mississippi  river 
could  be  travelled  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  per  hour 
as  safely  as  the  line  between  this  city  and  Baltimore,  or 
that  winding  through  the  mountains  between  Baltimore 
and  the  Ohio  driver,  could  at  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  per 
hour. 

He  did  not  permit  himself  to  doubt  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  through  that  region  of  country,  between  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi.  It  was  called  for  by  the  spirit  of 
the  age  and  the  growth  of  the  West.  It  would  be  to  the 
traTelling  community  of  the  West  what  her  great  rivers 
were  to  her  commerce.  It  formed  the  very  important 
and  connecting  link  between  the  various  can»1s  and  rail- 
roads which  connect  the  Northern  lakes  with  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers.  It  wiH  render  each  of  these  much 
more  useful,  by  connecting  and  continuing  their  com- 
munication, furnishing  and  receiving  their  supplies.  It 
will  he  to  them  what  the  father  of  waters  is  to  his  many 
tributary  streams,  and  render  each  improvement  now  of 
less  value,  because  not  directly  connected  with  the 
others-^as  much  more  important  and  useful  as  are  the 
great  rivers  of  the  West  more  valuable  than  they  would 
be  were  they  separate  and  disconnected  streams,  and 
the  navigation  confined  on  each  to  their  own  channels. 
-  Tour  magnificent  lakes  and  beautiful  rivers  muiit  for- 


ever continue  your  commercial  avenues.  Your  canals, 
which  bisect  the  country  between,  will  communicate  with 
the  commercial  interior;  but  the  ease  and  speed  of  rail- 
roads give  them  unquestionable  preference  for  all  travel- 
ling purposes;  and  all  experience  has  shown  that  for  com- 
mercial purposes  they  are  incomparably  superior  to  the 
best  Macadamized  roads.  Animal  power  for  draught, 
much  less  for  speed}  can  never  compete  with  steam,  whicti 
is  unlimited  in  its  ability,  and  never  tires.  Not  many 
years  ago;  the  keel-boat  was  made  to  stem  the  rapid 
current  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  by  manual 
power;  then  atrip  to  New  Orleans  was  a  voyage  of  three 
months.  The  first  introduction  of  steamboats  greatly  les- 
sened the  time  and  labor;  the  time,  under  the  advancing 
hmprovements,  is  reduced  much  farther;  but  every  travel- 
ler who  has  been  upon  a  railroad  knows  that  the  time 
may  be  yet  reduced  one  half. 

He  viewed  the  determination  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  persevere  in  their  prosecu- 
tion of  that  work  to  the  Ohio  river,  as  a  most  propitious 
event  to  the  West.  He  should  feel  that  be  had  been  re- 
creant to  the  interests  of  the  West  were  he  not  to  em- 
brace this  occasion  to  express  these  sentiments.  And 
he  believed  the  West  would  be  unpardonably  negligent 
to  her  interests  if  the  earliest  opportunity  be  not  eni- 
braced  to  secure  the  termination  of  that  road  at  such  a 
point  as  will  be  suitable  for  the  termination  of  the  great 
railroad  avenue  of  the  West,  that  the  two  may  complete 
the  rapid  and  ciieap  communications  between  the  East 
and  the  West.  Each  of  these  great  workfl.  East  and  W^st, 
will  add  incalculably  to  the  value  of  the  other;  they  are 
inseparable  parts  of  a  great  and  essential  whole;  and 
surely  the  different  sections  so  deeply  interested  will  not 
let  the  available  period  pass  without  securing  their  junc- 
tion, and  the  completion  of  both.  He  entertained  an 
earnest  hope  that  they  would  not. 

Let  this  railroad  be  completed  from  the  Ohio  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  to  the  farthest  West,  and  it  will  greatly 
advance  all  the  interior  towns  and  villages  between  your 
canals  and  rivers,  will  form  a  much  more  valuable  chan- 
nel of  communication  f(>r  commercial  purposes  than  any 
other  road,  to  forward  the  productions  of  the  interior  to 
their  destined  markets,  and  receive  in  return  whatever 
the  necessities  of  the  country  require.  It  will  bring  them 
substantially  as  much  nearer  to  the  canals  and  rivers,  and 
to  each  other,  as  the  time  and  expense  of  travel  and  trans- 
portation are  reduced.  It  will  cross  the  great  prfijected 
way  between  Lake  Erie,  by  way  of  Cincinnati,  to  Charles- 
ton;  and  will  cross  the  projected  railways  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  and  will  render  them  all  more  valuable  to 
those  who  construct  them  and  to  the  country,  by  gather- 
ing the  current  of  travel  as  it  comes  from  the  East,  and 
distributing  it  again  through  these  diverging  channels  to 
the  interior  and  to  the  remotest  regions  of  the  West;  and 
it  would  jnvite  an  immense  travel  eastward  through  these 
roads,  which  must  otherwise  pass  to  the  cast  by  way  of 
the  Ohio  river  or  the  lakes;  and  it  would  present  a  most 
successful  competition  to  the  steamboats  on  the  Ohio, 
between  Cincinnati,  by  way  of  the  projected  Li*ke  Erie 
railway,  to  its  intersection,  and  the  termination  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railway — for  the  distance  may  be 
travelled  in  less  than  half  the  time;  and  between  St. 
Louis  and  that  point  the  time  of  travel  would  be  reduced 
at  least  three  fourths;  and  between  the  mouth  of  the . 
Ohio  and  M'hecling,  by  way  of  tlie  Illinois  central  rail- 
way,  to  intercept  the  great  Western  railway  at  Vandalia, 
it  would  compete  most  triumphantly  with  the  steamboat 
travel;  for  it  c^uld  be  travelled  in  about  one- third  of  the 
time,  and  probably  safer  and  cheaper,  and  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year  when  the  stage  of  water  is  unfavorable  in  the 
river,  particularly  during  the  low  water  in  the  summer 
and  the  ice  in  the  winter,  which  so  often  render  ex- 
tremely difficult,  and  frequently  entirely  interrupt,  the 
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navigation  in  the  upper  Ohio.  If  the  time  was  the  same, 
this  would  be  an  invaluable  substitute  $  but  when  it  is 
known  that  the  time  is  reduced  several  days  in  the  trip, 
compared  with  the  most  favorable  stages  of  the  river,  it 
would  be  preferred  by  all  business  men,  to  whom  time 
is  more  valuable  than  money.  It  would  be  seen  by  all, 
and  be  could  not  doubt  that  the  people  of  Illinois  would 
see  it  so,  that  this  road,  in  this  view,  receiving  and  trans- 
mitting the  immense  travel  of  Missouri,  Tennessee,  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama,  and  the  whole  Southwestern  country, 
that  travel  to  and  from  the  East,  through  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  Illinois  central  railway,  would  add  incalcula- 
bly to  the  value  and  interest  of  that  road,  and  would  di- 
vert a  large  portion  of  that  immense  travel,  that  is  now 
confined  to  the  Ohio  river,  through  the  States  of  Illinois, 
Indiana,  and  Ohio. 

To  those  who  have  not  kept  pace  wiih  the  improve- 
ments of  these  most  eventful  limes,  and  to  those  who  have 
not  enjoyed  the  ease  and  witnessed  the  facilities  of  rail- 
ways, this  picture  may  appear  too  high-wrought.  But 
all  who  have  travelled  upon  any  of  the  railways  of  this 
countrv  will  readily  admit  its  practicability,  lie  knew 
he  had  not  stated  all  that  may  be,  and  in  his  sober  judg- 
ment would  be,  accomplished  before  many  years  in  the 
rapid  progress  of  Western  enterprise.  He  had  himself 
travelled  at  a  greater  speed  than  twenty  miles  per  hour; 
he  had  travelled  twenty  continuous  miles  in  less  than  an 
hour  over  a  track  not  so  well  adapted  to  great  speed  as 
that  now  '  projected.  To  him  these  objects  were  too 
desirable  in  his  view,  and  of  too  much  value  to  his  coun- 
try, to  let  any  proper  occasion  pass  without  presenting 
them  for  public  consi^aiion,  and  pressing  their  early 
accomplishment. 

Every  person  the  least  observant  of  the  progress  of 
events  in  this  country  has  seen  with  pleasure  that  the 
whole  system  of  travelling  throughout  this  country  has 
undergone  a  great  and  important  revolution  within  the 
last  four  years.  This  has  been  effected  by  the  applica- 
tion of  steam  to  boats,  the  construction  of  railroads  and 
steam  locomotives,  and  the  general  introduction  of 
stages  and  extension  of  stage  lines,  to  connect  all  the  im- 
portant points  of  the  country*  It  is  within  the  recollec* 
tion  of  those  present,  when  the  citizens  of  the  Atlantic 
cities  travelled  from  one  city  to  the  other  in  their  own 
private  carriages,  and  when  the  tedious  journey  from 
the  West  could  only  be  performed  with  great  fatigue  on 
horseback.  No  one  thinks  now  of  making  a  journey  in 
this  style,  lie  who  would  attempt  it  would J>e  la^ighed 
at  as  unfashionable  and  eccentric;  as  one  who  neither 
consulted  his  ease,  his  economy,  nor  his  leisure.  A 
private  carriages,  or  a  traveller  on  horseback,  is  seldom 
met  on  any  of  our  great  travelling  thoroughfares.  This 
results  from  the  great  facilities  of  travelling  to  any  desi- 
red point  faster  and  cheaper  by  other  means.  And  as 
the  number  of  contiguous  lines  of  stages,  steamboats»  and 
railways,  is  increased,  each  adds  to  the  importance  and 
increases  the  business  of  the  other.  This  was  the  boast- 
ed hfe  of  inventions;  the  hand  of  improvement  was  seen 
and  Its  influence  felt  every  where,  advancing  the  inter 
csls  and  promoting  the  hapiness  of  society.  Labor-sa- 
ving machines  were  applied  to  increase  tlie  power  and 
reduce  the  labor  of  men  in  each  operation  and  every 
dep^irtment  of  life;  and  in  no  attempt  have  these  efforts 
been  more  successful  than  in  their  application  to  the 
means  of  travelling.  The  general  adoption  of  railways 
will  accomplish  all  th  t  is  desirable;  and,  viewed  in  this 
light,  the  connexion  of  the  great  Eastern  and  Western 
sec  ions  of  the  Union  by  a  railway  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance. The  improved  mode  and  increased  facilities 
of  intercommunication  are  among  the  prominent  events 
which  characterize  this  age.  To  thst  immense  multitude 
who  travel  between  the  ^ast  and  West,  time  is  money; 
and  the  time  that  would  be  saved,  without  estimating  the 


fatigue  between  a  railway  and  a  Macadamized  road, 
would  be  several  days  to  each  passenger.  This  econo- 
my of  time  would  in  a  short  period  equal  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road.  The  ease  of  the  travelling  public 
would  be  promoted,  apd  the  ability  of  the  business  com- 
munity increased. 

He  had  made  an  effort  to  collect  a  series  of  statistical 
items  relative  to  that  country,  to  elucidate  this  subject; 
but  in  a  country  so  new,  so  vast,  and  so  extraordinary  in 
all  that  relates  to  it,  nothing  satisfactory,  or  e? en  ap- 
proaching the  truth,  could  be  gathered.  What  was  cor- 
rect of  it  to-dsy,  fell  far  behind  the  truth  to-morrow. 
Such  was  the  rapidity  of  its  growth  in  improvement, 
population,  wealth,  and  business  resources.  I>ike  the 
current  of  its^mighty  rivers,  its  course  was  rapid,  irresist- 
ible, onward. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  journey  over  the  best  roads  in  the 
country,  of  three  hundred  miles,  was  one  of  many  days 
and  of  great  trial.  Now  it  may  be  performed  in  a  single 
day,  and  comparatively  without  fatigue.  A  journey 
across  the  AUeganies  and  through  the  valley  of  the  West 
required  formal  preparation  and  the  toil  of  weeks  or 
months.  The  traveller  took  solemn  leave  of  hjs  family 
and  relatives.  The  unforeseen  incidents  and  unavoid- 
able perils  of  the  journey  were  the  constant  theme  of 
his  anxious  friends.  Complete  these  roads,  and  a  trip 
from  New  York  to  the  Ohio  river  may  be  performed  in 
two  days,  and  to  the  Mississippi  in  four.  And  in  point 
of  time,  and  for  all  practical  purposes,  St.  L.ouis  will  be 
brought  as  near  to  New  York  as  Baltimore  was  twenty 
years  ago;  and  every  other  point  in  the  West,  in  time 
and  labor,  is  brought  as  much  nearer.  Is  not  the  accom- 
plishment of  all  this  most  desirable  to  the  West.^  And 
will  not  the  East,  who  will  share  so  largely  in  its  advan- 
tages, aid  in  its  accomplishment^  Every  individual  in- 
terested in  the  canals  and  railroads,  or  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  commerce  or  towns  of  the  West — every  merchant 
or  trader  who  travels  to  the  East— every  farmer  whose 
agricultural  products  are  sent  to  the  East— every  individ- 
ual who  travels — has  a  common  interest  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  work.  They  have  only  to  reflect  upon 
its  immense  advantages  to  every  interest,  to  perceive 
them  and  advocate  them.  Let  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  West  be  directed  to  it,  and  they  will  not  fail 
to  approve  of  it,  and  to  instruct  their  representatives  to 
secure  their  interests;  nor  will  they  hold  him  faultless 
who  withholds  his  co-operation. 

He  believed  the  social  and  political  influence  whicli 
would  result  from  the  increasing  facilities  of  intercom- 
munication would  be  happily  felt  on  the  character  »nd 
destiny  of  the  American  people.  As  the  time,  labor, 
and  expense  of  travelling  were  lessened,  greater  induce- 
ments were  held  out  to  the  man  of  ease,  and  the  nan  of 
industry,  to  travel,  as  well  as  to  the  man  of  business  and 
the  man  of  leisure.  As  the  time  and  expense  were  re- 
duced, more  frequent  journeys  of  friendship,  and  trips 
of  pleasure,  would  be  made — social  feeling  promoted, 
society  improved,  and  a  more  genial  feeling  exist,  and 
intimate  connexion  be  formed,  between  the  citizens  of 
the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  To  the  true  patriot, 
to  the  ardent  lover  of  his  country,  and  to  the  true  friend 
of  the  Union,  the  rapidly  extending  lines  of  mail  stages, 
the  construction  of  canals  and  railways  through  everj 
part  of  the  country,  the  improvement  of  steamboat  navi- 
gation upon  all  your  lakes  and  rivers,  furnish  the  strongest 
and  most  conclusive  evidence  that  this  Union  will  be  per- 
petual. They  bring  within  a  few  days*  travel  the  most 
distant  parts  of  this  wide-spread  republic — ^improve  their 
social  feelings — soften  and  subdue  their  prejudices — 
unite  their  commercial  interests— and  form  the  sinews 
and  ligaments  which  must  forever  and  inseparably  bind 
and  cement  them  into  one  common  and  united  people. 
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required  amount  of  men»  militarjr  storet,  and  arma,  may 
be  concentrated  through  them,  at  any  given  point,  give 
to  the  aaaailable  points  of  the  country  the  moat  confident 
security  against  any  successful  invasion. 

And  since  it  has  beconie  the  settled  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  remove  and  congregate  all  the  Indian  tribes 
on  the  Southwestern  frontier,  it  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
grave  and  deliberate  consideration,  whether  a  railway 
on  the  line  under  consideration,  and  extended  beyond 
Uie  Mississippi  to  the  Indian  territory,  would  not  furnish 
the  most  available  and  certain  means  of  that  kind  of  fre- 
quent communication  and  rapid  supply  of  force  to  con- 
trol and  keep  in  proper  check  that  wild  and  lawless 
people. 

He  did  not  understand  it  to  be  the  desire  of  the  friends 
of  the  proposed  amendment  to  proceed  with  the  present 
appropriation  to  lay  down  any  part  of  a  railway.  They 
only  desired  that  the  bill  should  be  so  modified  as  to  ex- 
pend the  appropriation  in  completing  the  grading  of  the 
road,  and  that  the  grade  should  be  so  cut  that  a  railway, 
or  a  Macadamized  coat,  could  either  be  put  on,  as  might 
hereafter  be  determined.  He  did  not  permit  himself  to 
doubt  the  superiority  of  the  railway «  but  if  the  Macad- 
amized was  finally  adopted,  nothing  could  be  lost  by 
now  completing  the  grade;  whereas,  if  the  railway 
should  be  hereafter  adopted,  the  whole  expenditure  on 
the  stone  covering  would  be  of  little  value.  He  wanted 
to  give  time  for  the  people  to  investigate  the  subject, 
and  for  the  Legislatures  of  the  States,  into  whose  hands 
it  was  to  be  surrendered,  and  who  were  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair»  to  express  their  opinions.  He  would  leel  himself 
instructed  on  this  subject  by  the  decision  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Ohio. 

Gentlemen  seemed  not  to  apprehend  the  operation  of 
the  change.  When  either  plan  of  road  should  be  com- 
pleted, it  would  be  surrendered  to  the  States.  They 
committed  the  Macadamized  road  to  their  agents,  and 
levied  toll  upon  those  who  travelled  upon  it,  to  keep  it 
in  repair.  If  a  railway  was  constructed,  it  would  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  States,  and  the  States  would  put  their 
cars  under  the  direction  of  their  agents  on  it,  and  would 
only  charge  so  much  for  transportation  and  passengers 
as  would  keep  the  rosd  in  repair,  and  meet  the  expenses 
of  running  the  cars.  It  would,  therefore,  be  the  cheap- 
est fare  of  any  road  ever  constructed,  as  the  tolls  now 
CD  the  Macadamized  road  are  the  lowest.  Either  road 
would  be  equidly  under  the  control  of  the  States  and  the 
people.  And  it  is  shown,  (rqm  the  highest  authority, 
that  the  railroad  may  be  kept  in  repair  at  much  the  low- 
est expense. 

Several  objections  had  been  urged  sgainst  the  change 
of  plan  to  a  railroad,  untenable  as  they  were  novel.  The 
objection  that  it  could  not  be  used  by  emigrants,  might 
be  refuted  by  ststing  that  families  going  westward  may, 
in  two  davs  from  the  time  they  reach  this  road,  be  set 
down  in  the  Grand  Prairie  of  Illinois  for  less  money  than 
their  provisions  would  cost  them  in  the  long  and  toilsome 
two  or  three  weeks  which  their  journey  would  occupy 
on  the  Macadamized  road.  It  would  be  a  common  ad- 
vantage to  the  farmer  and  to  the  merchant  i  the  one 
would  procure  his  produce  sent  to  the  nearest  point  on 
the  canals  or  rivers  as  much  chesper  than  he  could  on 
a  wagon,  as  the  other  could  his  merchandise  brought  to 
hinn  in  return,  cheaper.  It  would  tend  to  make  the 
towns  and  villages  on  its  line  the  places  where  the  farm- 
er could  sell  his  produce  ss  much  higher  than  he  other- 
wise could,  as  it  could  be  taken  to  market  cheaper.  It 
would  be  of  the  same  advantage  to  every  one  in  travel- 
lingt  all  could  travel  cheaper  and  faster  than  in  the  stage. 
It  would  be  emphatically  the  poor  man's  means  of  trav- 
elling. The  rich  could  pay  their  wsy  in  the  stage  at  any 
price)  but  the  reductions  of  fare  on  this  railroad  would 
bring  the  expense  within  the  means  of  the  poorest,  and 
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no  person  would  desire  to  travel  on  borsebsck  when  they 
could  perform  the  journey  in  one  fourth  the  time,  and 
for  less  money  than  the  amount  of  their  tavern  bills. 
Last  of  all,  the  most  astonishing  objection  was  brought 
forward,  that  the  speed  was  too  great  { the  traveller  pass- 
ed so  rspidly  through,  thst  he  had  no  time  to  stop  and 
spend  sny  money.  If  this  objection  were  sdmissible,  it 
would  be  injurious  to  improve  the  roads  in  sny  way. 
Let  them  remain  as  impassable  as  possible,  so  that  pas- 
sengers must  stop  every  five  miles  and  stay  all  night  for 
the  benefit  of  the  tavern-keepers  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  This  objection,  he  apprehended,  would  not 
be  very  popular  with  the  travelling  public,  and  he  un« 
derstood  thst  road  to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  travelled  it. 

He  had  been  no  little  surprised  to  hear  honorable  gen- 
tlemen advance  these  objections,  and  advocate  a  Macad- 
amized road,  when  they  well  knew  that  no  private  com- 
pany nor  their  States  would  adopt  any  other  than  a  rail- 
road, in  several  of  which  they  were  already  engaged. 
He  knew  them  to  be  gentlemen  of  intelligence  and  en- 
larged views  of  public  policy,  and  knowing  this,  he  was 
only  the  more  surprised  thst  they  should  descend  to  the 
argument  of  the  demagogue  and  cant  of  the  pot-housa 
politician,  when,  by  taking  an  elevated  stand  on  this  sub- 
ject, so  much  that  is  so  desirable  might  be  attained  for 
the  advancement  of  the  West.  His  constituents  snd  the 
people  of  Ohio  were  in  advance  of  such  objections. 
Unless  something  of  the  kind  were  effectedr  the  West 
would  be  behind  sU  their  neighbors  in  the  means  of  trav- 
elling and  of  receiving  intelligence. 

To  those  who  did  not  believe  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment had  any  power  to  construct  such  works,  he  had  no 
arguments  to  address.  But  to  those  who  were  willing  to 
complete  the  national  road,  be  hoped  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  a  railroad  would  be  seen  snd  adopted.  It 
was  shown  by  the  estimates  that  it  could  be  made  nearly 
or  quite  as  chesp,  and  thst  it  could  be  kept  in  repair  for 
half  the  amount.  This  Isst  item  was  one  which  should 
control  the  decision  of  the  States  who  sre  obligated  to 
keep  it  in  repair. 

He  could  not  refrain  from  again  expressing  that  it 
would  be  with  much  regret  that  he  would  assent  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  appropriations  for  Ohio  and  Indiana  in 
the  manner  provided  in  the  bill{  for  so  soon  ss  a  railroad 
should  be  constructed,  the  expenditure  would  be  ren- 
dered of  compsratively  little  value.  The  Macadamised 
road,  like  the  turnpike  between  this  city  and  Baltimore, 
and  Baltimore  and  Frederick,  would  be  abandoned;  but 
the  State  would  be  under  obligation  to  keep  it  in  repair. 
Why  would  it  be  abandoned?  Because  the  fare  will  be 
cheaper,  and  the  speed  much  greater.  No  wagons,  or 
comparatively  none,  will  run  upon  it,  for  this  very  con- 
clusive reason:  that  every  thing  can  and  will  be  transport 
ted  chesper  on  the  railroad.  The  expenditure  should 
therefore  be  for  grading.  The  plan  should  be  chsnged. 
It  was  important  that  the  decision  should  be  early  madei 
the  interests  of  the  whole  country  require  it.  Let  its 
benefits  extend  to  those  who  may  come  after  us.  Let  it 
be  not  for  our  use  alouei  but  for  our  country  and  pos- 
terity. 

His  constituents  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  location  of 
this  rosd.  That  question  he  bad  hoped  would  have 
been  settled  before  this  bill.  In  this  he  had  bcendissp- 
pointed.  Such  hsd  been  the  course  of  the  spplication 
for  that  change,  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  present  his 
vieus  upon  it.  It  was  the  belief  that  the  interest  of  a 
large  majority  of  his  constituents  required  that  the  bill 
proposing  a  change  of  route  should  be  first  passed,  that 
had  induced  him  to  move  to  lay  this  on  the  table.  He 
regretted  that  he  could  not  comply  with  the  wishes  of  all 
his  constituents  in  reference  to  it(  but  ss  they  were  them- 
selves divided,  he  cculd  only  endeavor  to  adyanoe  the 
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greater  interest.  He  would  now  only  ny,  that  he  ho- 
ped, when  that  bill  came  up,  he  should  be  able  succeis- 
fully  to  meet  every  objection,  and  refute  every  argu- 
ment  apintt  its  passage,  and  prevail  upon  the  House  to 
do  justice  to  one  of  the  roost  populous,  fertile,  and  inter- 
esting sections,  through  which  a  road  could  be  made  in 
the  West. 

Mr.  HA.NNEGAN  moved  an  additional  instruction  to 
strike  from  the  bill  every  thing  in  relation  to  a  bridge 
•cross  the  Wabash  river. 

Mr.  LANE  said  it  was  not  his  object  to  detain  the 
House  by  a  speech,  snd  more  especially  not  to  make  a 
speech  against  the  bill,  or  to  submit  a  motion,  which,  if 
adopted,  would  of  necessity  result  in  its  defeat;  on  the 
contrary,  to  insure  its  pss^age  by  asking  the  previous 
questioni  which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Ayes  75, 
noes  46. 

Mr.  Mccarty  called  for  the  yeaa  snd  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question)  which  were  ordered,  and  weret 
Teas  101,  nays  74,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Boon,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Cran^r,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Davis  Deberry,  Dicker- 
eon,  Doubleday,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  William  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  J.  GsrUnd,  Gillet,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  S. 
8.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Jarvis,  J.  Johnson, 
R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jonef, 
B.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Lucas, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Ma- 
son, May,  McComas,  McKennan,  McReon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Morgan,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patter- 
son, F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Russell,  Schenck,  Sey- 
mour, Shtnn,  Smith,  Speight,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John 
Thomson,  Tottoev,  Towns,  Turner,  Vanderpoel,  Wash- 
ington, B.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey— 101. 

Nays— Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen, 
Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John 
Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Q.  Cham- 
bers, J.  Chambers,  John  F.  H.  CUiborne,  Colef,  Crane, 
Everett,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  Granger,  Grayson,  Gren- 
nell.  Griffin,  llannegan,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hiester,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hunt,  W. 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Love,  Loyall,  Martin,  McCaHy,  Mercer,  Mil- 
Ugan,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Rencher,  Robertson, 
Rogers,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Btandefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Web- 
ster, L.  Williams,  8.  Williams,  Wise— 74. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  be 
now  put. 

Mr.  MaCARTY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsys  on  the 
pasaage  pf  the  bill;  which  were  ordered,  and  were;  Yeas 
104,  nays  82,  ss  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng, 
Carr,  Casey,  Chanej',  Chapin,  Clark,  Corwin,  Cramer, 
Darlington,  Dftvis,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Ef- 
ner.  Fowler,  Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gran- 
ger, Grennell,  Hamer,  Hannep,an,  Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hszeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll, 
Janes,  R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lswrence, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love, 
Lucas,  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Msy,  McCarty, 
McKennan,  McKim,  McLenr,  Mit*er,  Milligan,  Morgan, 
Muhlenberg,  Page,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Phillips,  Potts,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rip- 


ley, Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sloane,  Span- 
gler, Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turner,  Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Washington,  Webster,  £.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey^ 104. 

Nats — Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Bond,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  Carter,  G.  Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chap- 
man, Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cofos, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cushman,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Everett,  Faii^eld,  Forester,  French,  J.  Garland,  Grant- 
land,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  J.  Hall,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hopkins,  Huntsman,  William 
Jackson,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Lawler,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin, 
Moses  Mason,  McComas,  McKay,  Montgomery,  Morris, 
Owens,  Parker,  Parks,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Pinckney,  Rencher, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Smith,  Speight,  Standefcr,  Taliaferro,  Town*, 
Underwood,  Wagener,,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sher- 
rod  Williams,  Wise— 83. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MILITARY  ROADS,  &c. 

The  House  next  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  certsin  militarv  and  other  roads,  and  for  ex> 
aminations  and  surveys,  for  the  }ear  1836. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  have  been  heretofore  noticed,  were  all  concur- 
red in. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of  #3O»O00 
for  surveys,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  did  not  rise  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion, but  to  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  take  the  question 
without  debate,  as  they  had  now  but  a  very  short  time  to 
act  on  some  very  important  appropriation  bills;  which 
were  yet  before  the  House. 

After  a  few  worda  by  Mr.  DENNY,  the  question  was 
taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  87,  nay  a  84. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEYTON  moved  an  additional  section  to  the  bill, 
to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  Laurel,  to  be 
called  Laurel. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentuckv,  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  section,  to  appropriate  #50,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Cumberland  river,  between  the  mouth  of 
Laurel  and  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  PEYTON  accepted  the  amendment,  and  read  the 
report  of  one  of  the  engineers  to  show  the  necessity  of 
making  this  place  a  port  of  entry,  and  of  making  the  ap- 
propriation propueed  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  hissmendmentj 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that,  with  a  view  of  testing  whether 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  House  that  these  improvements 
should  go  on,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  on  that  motion  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  85,  nsys  77 » 

So  the  bill  wss  Uid  on  the  table. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  **  bill  for  continuing  the 
Cumberland  road  east  of  the  river  Ohio." 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HARDIN,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

l*he  House  then  took  op  the  bill  to  continue  the 
national  road  from  Y andalia  to  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the 
SUte  of  Illinois. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
concurred  in. 
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Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  lUinois,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill{  which  were  ordered, 
and  were:  Yeas  93,  nays,  80. 

8o  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  remaining  bill,  to  con- 
tinae  the  national  road  from  the  Mississippi  river  to  Jeffer- 
son city,  in  the  State  of  Missouri." 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  providing  for  the  grading 
of  the  road  in  such  a  manner  as  will  permit  the  laying  of 
rails  thereon,  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

CHEROKEE  TREATY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Lihcolit  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  further  ap- 
propriations for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  trea- 
ties. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adaxs 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

*'  For  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the  lands 
ceded  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chero- 
kee* of  the  39th  of  December,  1835,  deducting  the  cost 
of  the  land  to  be  provided  for  them  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, under  the  second  article  of  said  treaty,  f4.500,000." 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  of  certain  docu- 
ments, and  addressed  the  committee  at  length  in  support 
of  his  motion.  Mr.  A.  reviewed  the  whole  subject  of 
our  Indian  policy,  contending  that  the  treaty  with  the 
Cberokees  was  not  binding  upon  the  House.  Among 
the  documents,  which  occupied  upwards  of  three  hours 
in  the  reading,  was  a  letter  of  Major  Davis,  of  Kentucky} 
which  having  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  on  the  delegation  from  Kentucky 
to  give  their  evidence  as  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Davis. 

Messrs.  C.  ALLAN,  UNDERWOOD,  HAWES, 
and  HARDIN,  all  bore  testimony  to  the  high  character 
of  the  gentleman  alluded  to. 

Messrs.  BOON  and  VANDERPOEL  bore  testimony 
to  the  character  of  Mr.  Schermerhorn. 

Mr.  McKAY  having  called  for  the  reading  of  certain 
letters  contained  in  the  correspondence  communicated  to 
the  House, 

Mr.  WISE  said  if  the  gentleman  went  on  in  this  way, 
calUng  for  certain  extracts  to  be  read,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  whole  document. 

Mr.  GRANTLAND  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia would  not  call  for  the  reading  of  a  document  so 
lengthy,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  the  bill. 

Mr.  C  ALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  Schermerhorn 
had  stated  in  his  letter  that  Major  Davis  had  been  removed 
from  the  situation  be  held  in  the  Cherokee  nation.  Now, 
he  was  prepared  to  show  that  Mr.  Davis  never  was  re- 
moved, but  that  he  had  remained  in  office  until  he  finish- 
ed the  business  assigned  to  him.  Schermerhorn  had  also 
stated  that  Davis  was  removed  in  consequence  of  repre- 
sentations to  Major  Bateman.  So  far  from  that.  Major 
Bateman  had  written  a  complimentary  letter  to  Mr.  Davis 
about  the  time  his  office  expired.  All  this  he  was  pre- 
pared to  show  to  the  satisfsction  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  had  understood  that  Mr.  Davis 
was  now  exceedingly  dissatisfied  at  this  letter  being  Ruide 
public. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  he  had  retracted  any  thing  he 
had  said  in  that  letter. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  had  not. 

Mr.  WISE  said  ihat,  however  anxious  Georgia  gentle- 
men might  be  for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  would  not 
be  hurried  one  step  beyond  the  snail's  pace  of  justice. 


Mr.  GRANTLAND  replied  that  Georgia  was  not  more 

anxious  than  some  other  States  to  have  this  bill  passed. 
She  would  have  her  lands  whether  the  bill  passed  or 
not. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  WISE,  LAWLER, 
EVERETT,  and  HAYNES,  the  Clerk  proceeded  to  read 
a  variety  of  other  letters  contained  in  the  document 
above  alluded  to. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said:  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  subject  before  the  committee.  It  is  one  on 
which  I  have  felt  much,  and  have  thought  for  some  time. 

What  is  the  policy,  the  design,  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  regard  to  the  Indians?  What  has  been  their  policy 
and  their  practice?  Whence  did  they  derive  the  title  to 
all  the  wide  domain  of  which  they  are  the  proud  owner? 
Did  they  not  derive  it,  or  rather  wrest  it,  from  the  posses- 
sion of  the  natives — ^the  Indians?  and  has  it  not  been  the 
uniform  and  persevering  policy  of  the  United  States, 
hitherto,  to  drive  them  off,  or  exterminate  them?  What 
means  this  change  of  policy?  Have  they  relented,  or  re- 
pented, and  do  they  mean  to  change  their  policy?  Let 
them,  then,  give  up  all  the  lands  they  have,  by  the  toma- 
hawk and  scalping-knife,  or  the  rifle,  taken  from  that  gal- 
lant but  unfortunate  race,  and  I  will  believe  in  their  pity 
and  their  repentance.  If  they  do  not  mean  this,  what  do 
they  mean?  Do  they  mean,  after  having  driven  these 
unfortunate  beings  from  the  North  and  East  to  the  South 
and  Southwest,  by  treaties  and  cruelties  far  worse  than 
have  bden  lately  practised,  to  use  the  whole  power  of 
the  confederacy,  thus  acquired,  to  compel  the  people  of 
Georgia  and  their  neighbors  to  submit  to  the  scalping- 
knife  and  the  tomahawk?  Do  they  mean  that  an  inde- 
pendent savage  nation  shall  remain  forever  in  the  heart 
of  a  civilized  sovereign  State?  Do  they  believe  this 
practicable— possible  to  be  executed!  Do  they  mean 
that  these  savages  shall  remain  there,  scalping  and  toma- 
hawking, under  the  protection  of  the  Federal  Court  or 
the  Feoeral  Government,  until  they  have  taken  their 
vengeance  on  these  helpless,  defenceless  women  and 
children,  and  obtained  as  much  money  for  their  land  as 
they  may  think  proper  to  demand?  Sir,  what  is  to  be 
the  policy  of  this  Government  in  regard  to  them?  Will 
they  abandon  the  idea  of  removing  them?  Will  they 
cease  to  exterminate  them?  Do  they  think  that  by 
denying  them  all  the  privileges  under  our  Government 
and  protection  under  our  laws,  all  participation  in  our 
privileges,  and  mixing  of  blood,  we  can  make  them 
friendly  and  civilize  them?  I  again  inquire,  what  is  to 
be  the  policy  hereafter  in  regard  to  them? 

It  is  said  they  have  been  grossly  cheated  $  that  they 
will  be  compelled  to  give  up  this  land  by  force,  if  they 
ever  do  surrender  it.  Sir,  would  they  ever  have  sur- 
rendered their  land,  their  home,  and  their  country,  bad 
they  not  been  compelled  to  do  it?  That  we  have  taken 
this  country  from  the  savages.  In  whose  possession  it  was 
when  we  found  it,  is  certain;  all  the  world  knows  it(  and 
we  could  not  disguise  it  if  we  desired  to  do  so.  What 
signifies  this  talk  of  relenting  and  repenting?  If  a  man 
wrongs  another,  let  him  make  restitution;  let  those  that 
mean  to  alter  theUr  course  in  regard  to  the  savages  de- 
liver up  their  country  to  them.  When  this  is  done,  I 
will  have  some  faith  in  this  relenting  and  repenting. 
Let  a  man,  or  a  country,  or  a  State,  or  a  section,  relent 
and  repent  for  himself  or  itself,  and  if  they  have  rob- 
bed any,  let  them  make  restitution;  restore  the  same  back. 
I  will  not  go  to  the  Mosaical  law,  and  require  three  or 
four-fold.  Let  them  return  the  lands,  and  invite  these 
Indians  to  them,  and  this  will  make  entire  peace  with 
the  Indians.  But  it  is  said  these  Indians  have  been 
dreadfully  cheated,  and  to  prove  It  several  papers  have 
been  read,  telling  long  tales  both  ways;  the  credibility 
of  both  witnesses  is  fully  established.  What  shall  we  do 
,  with  them?  Believe  both  or  neither?    I  believe  they  are 
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both  reipecUble  merit  T  cannot  question  it;  I  do  not  wish 
to  question  it;  they  appear  to  be  rivals  for  the  favor  of 
the  Government,  and  do  not  look  though  the  same  glass. 

This  treaty  has  been  made  by  our  President  and  his 
officers,  and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  shall  I  not 
believe  them  sooner  than  tales  of  this  sort?  Look,  sir, 
too,  at  the  sum:  five  millions  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars! When  was  such  a  sum  ever  paid  for  Indian  lands 
before?  I  am  not  particularly  informed;  but  did  all  the 
lands  for  many  miles  on  the  Atlantic,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia,  cost  that  much  money?  If  not,  why  should  we 
infer  that  these  Indians  were  cheated,  when  they  have 
conveyed  away  a  spot  of  land,  (in  general  not  very  fer- 
tile,) in  comparison  with  what  has  been  acquired  from 
them  for  leas  money,  not  larger  than  the  palm  of  my 
hand,  for  this  vast  sum? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  that  neither  you  nor  any  other 
person,  in  or  out  of  the  House,  will  misunderstand  me 
in  regard  to  these  people.  I  think  they  are  a  noble, 
gallant,  injured,  race.  I  think  they  have  suffered  noth- 
ing but  wrong  and  injury  from  us,  since  the  Anglo-Sax- 
on race  (borrowing  an  expression  of  Mr.  Randolph,  my 
Eredecesaor,  which  seems  to  have  become  popular)  first 
inded  in  this  country.  But  as  things  are  now,  this  na- 
tion of  men  cannot  remain  in  the  heart  of  civilization, 
unless  they  will  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  States  in  which 
they  reside.  It  is  impossible  to  be  executed,  and  in  my 
opinion  cruel  to  attempt  it.  The  end  of  it  will  be,  that 
a  few  of  the  whites  will  be  barbarously  killed,  and  the 
Indians  exterminated.  Sir,  a  melsncholy  overcasts  my 
mind,  whenever  I  think  of  this  too  probable  issue  in  re- 
gard to  the  red  man^his  gradual  but  entire  extinction. 
'  I  believe,  and  ever  have  believed,  that  if  the  States 
where  they  reside  would  but  treat  them  with  humanity, 
and  acknowledge  their  equality  as  men,  and  mix  with 
them,  and  give  them  all  the  advantsges  of  civilized  men, 
and  compel  them  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  civilization, 
they  would  find  them  worthy  of  their  friendship  and 
confidence.  I  must  think  this;  for  many  of  our  first 
families  and  most  distinguished  patriots  are  descended 
from  the  Indian  race.  My  heart  compels  me  to  feel  for 
them;  for  some  of  my  nearest  relations  (nnt  that  I  have 
myself  any  of  their  blood)  are  descended  from  the  Indi- 
an race.  I  always  wish  to  see  pursued  the  same  policy 
that  was  suggested  and  practised  by  the  gallant  and  wise 
Captain  Smith,  who  made  the  first  permanent  settlement 
here.  He  treated  them  sternly,  kindly,  affectionately, 
and  made  ihem  obey  the  laws  of  England,  so  far  as  the 
Indians  fell  within  his  jurisdiction.  He  encouraged  mar- 
risges  between  them  and  the  whites,  and  wrote  a  beauti- 
ful letter  to  Queen  Anne  concerning  Pocahonta.«,  setting 
forth  the  advantages  of  such  a  policy.  After  Pocahon- 
tas's marriage  with  Ronlfe,  during  her  life  all  was  har- 
mony between  the  whites  and  the  Indiana.  This  policy 
was  advised  by  Patrick  Henry,  and  many  others  of  our 
wisest  men  and  greatest  patriots. 

Other  councils,  however,  have  prevailed;  those,  in  for- 
mer days,  who  talked  most  of  oppression  towards  Indi- 
ans, and  refused  most  positively  to  treat  them  as  men, 
and  as  brethren  and  equals — who  expected  to  civilize 
and  make  them  friendly  by  talking  of  friendship  and 
equal  rights,  and  while  they  at  the  same  time  placed 
them  in  a  situation  necessarily  hostile  with  the  whites- 
contending  toe  to  toe  for  the  same  acre  of  ground  with 
the  whites^who  expected,  af^er  taking  from  the  Indians 
their  lands,  and  murdering  their  wives  and  children,  to 
make  them  friendly  by  talking  soft  talk  to  them,  about 
the  cruelty  and  dishonesty  of  others  who  do  the  like — 
who  thought  it  cruelty  not  to  let  them  have  fire-arms, 
and  were  surprised  when  they  shot  white  men  with 
them;  I  say,  unhappily,  the  council  of  such  men  has 
hitherto  prevailed;  and  by  thus  bringing  the  Anglo-Sax- 
on race  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Indian,  the  Indian  hat 


been  hitherto  continually  tending:  to  extermination {  and  ^. 
if  this  policy  prevail,  extermination  must  necessarily  be 
his  end.  I  never  think  of  this  thing  but  with  pain.  I  . 
think  the  North  American  Indian  gallant,  noble,  gener- 
ous; possessing  eytry  quality  of  mind,  body,  and  spirit, 
to  enable  him  to  take  a  stand  on  the  same  level  with  the 
noblest  racej  There  is  no  tribe  among  them  that  baa 
shown  more  marks  of  these  qualities,  and  not  one  par- 
haps  as  much  civilization,  this  side  of  Mexico,  from  the 
first,  as  this  tribe  with  which  this  treaty  is  made.  If  they 
would  stay  there,  and  obey  the  laws  of  the  States  where 
they  reside,  and  the  States  would  treat  them  as  equals, 
according  to  their  education  and  other  eircumstsnces^  i 
should  be  highly  gratified.  But  I  fear,  indeed  I  am  too 
well  persuaded,  that  this  will  not  be  the  case;  but  that 
they  will  either  ^o  away  under  this  treaty,  or  some 
other,  not  as  favorable  to  them,  or  stay  where  they  are 
until  they  share  the  fate  of  all  the  remnants  of  all  the 
tribes  of  this  unfortunate  race,  who  have  attempted  to 
remain  among  the  Anglo-Saxon  race;  a  fiite  that  is  too 
painful  to  me  to  delineate  particularly*  and  too  well 
known  to  the  world  to  make  the  performance  of  that 
painful  duty  necessary. 

Alas!  Mr.  Chairman,  this  sickly  sensibility,  if  it  be  real 
sensibility  at  all,  has  already  well  nigh  exterminated  a 
gallant  race.  The  same  thing,  be  it  what  it  may,  is  now 
seeking  to  bring  another  race,  far  inferior,  in  every 
sense,  into  direct  collinon  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  breed* 
instead  of  being  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
civilized  men.  Suppose  the  negro  brought  toe  to  toe 
and  point  to  point  with  this  Ani^lo-Saxon  race,  what 
will  be  the  iasue?  Mr.  Chairman,  look  at  the  fact  as 
history  records  it,  and  as  we  every  day  see  it  with  our 
eyes. 

The  Indian,  brought  into  direct  collision  with  the  An- 
glo-Saxon, is  nearly  exterminated.  The  negro,  far  in- 
ferior in  every  sense,  under  the  protection  of  the  lava  of 
civilized  men,  (the  Anglo-Saxons,)  has  multiplied  beyond 
all  others  among  us.  Place  this  negro  at  points  with  our 
race,  and  what  will  be  the  issue?  Does  any  man  or  wo- 
man doubt  what  will  be  the  issue? 

Should  this  exceeding  great  tenderness  and  honeaty 
prevail,  which  has  elbowed  the  negroes  and  Indians  from 
the  North  and  East,  to  the  far  West  and  South— yes,  air, 
elbowed  them,  or  scalped  them,  or  cheated  them»  or 
caused  them  to  -pine  away  and  die  with  despair,  after  all 
the  talk  about  humanity, 'and  equality  of  men,  emanci- 
pation, abolition,  and  all  that — I  say,  should  this  atill 
prevail,  the  consequence  will  be,  that  the  Indian  race 
will  be  exterminated  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the 
negro  from  the  face  of  North  America. 

But,  sir,  as  I  promised  to  say  but  little,  I  will  draw  to 
a  close.  As  it  appears  that  the  President  and  Senate 
have  ratified  this  treaty;  as  it  appears  that  this  is  much 
the  highest  price  that  any  nation  of  Indians  has  ever  got 
for  an  equal  quantity  of  land;  as  respectable  white  men 
dissgree  in  statements  about  the  manner  of  the  execution 
of  the  treaty,  (and  I  am  well  satisfied  in  my  own  mind 
that  these  Indians  have  been  dealt  as  fairly  by  as  any  of 
whom  we  have  got  land,  and  as  I  ever  expect  them  to 
be,)  I  shall  vote  for  the  appropriation.  Sir,  but  a  short 
time  since,  France  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  us,* and 
the  Chambers  boggled  a  good  deal  (as  we  thought) 
about  the  appropriation  of  the  money,  to  comply  with 
it.  What  did  we  all  say  and  think  of  that?  1  am  not 
aware  that  treaties  are  made  and  ratified  there  with 
more  or  equal  solemnity  with  a  treaty  naade  here  by  the 
President,  and  ratified  by  the  Senate.  Whatever  indl- 
viduala  may  aay,  or  think,  or  pretend  to  think,  the  world 
in  general  doea  respect  the  solemn  act  of  the  President 
and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  I  shall  certainly 
credit  them,  and  confide  in  them,  sooner  than  I  will  rely 
upon  the  contradictory  ttatements  of  Indiana  and  other% 
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(•trangers  to  me,)  and  who  may  baye  prejudtcet  and 
biaseB  wliich  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  know.  More 
money  is  given  to  them  than  ever  was  given  to  Indians 
for  the  same  quantity  of  land  of  equal  qualityi  and  these 
high  powers  have  confirmed  the  bargam  and  the  treaty i 
and  why  should  I  withhold  my  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion^ I  see  no  good  reason,  and  shall  not  withhold  it.  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  that  both  parties  are  benefited, 
under  the  circumstances,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
appropriation  should  be  withheld.  It  is  true,  the  idea 
of  men  leaving  their  home  and  their  country,  and  march- 
ing in  solemn  procession  to  a  strange  land,  is  painful  in- 
deed i  but  the  thought  of  being  trampled  under  foot  in 
their  native  land,  is  painful  in  the  extreme.  To  remain, 
and  see  their  race  melting  away  like  wax  before  the  sun, 
must  create  sorrow  beyond  all  mesaure,  and  drive  men 
to  utter  despair.  Present  the  other  view  of  it,  and  com- 
pel me  to  choose  between  the  blood  of  the  Indian  and 
that  of  my  own  kindred  and  country,  and  I  must  prefer 
my  own.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who,  after  having  ac- 
quired, directly  or  indirectly,  every  foot  of  land  that 
they  own  from  the  Indians,  by  means  of  titles  hx  less 
excusable  than  this,  are  seized  with  a  sudden  tenderness 
of  conscience  just  as  the  scalping-knife  is  uplifted  over 
the  heads  of  others,  will  hold  their  own  and  use  the  pow- 
er that  it  and  the  strength  of  the  Union  gave  them,  (re- 
penting suddenly,  so  far  as  others  are  concerned  only,) 
holding  these  my  kindred  and  countrymen,  until  they 
will  come  to  the  terms  of  the  savage  or  aubmit,  along 
with  their  wives  and  unoffending  children,  to  the  toma- 
hawk and  scalping-knife.  The  only  thing  worthy  of 
doubt,  or  that  could  create  difficulty,  is  the  amount  of 
the  purchase-money.  It  is  certainly  very  larger  but 
oonsidering  that  we  are  bound  to  extinguish  the  Indian 
title,  and  looking  to  the  fact  that  we  have  9ums  so  large 
in  the  Treasury,  that  many  of  the  wisest  and  beat  are 
uneasy  for  the  safety  of  our  institutions,  and  the  purity  of 
our  public  functionaries,  I  feel  no  difficulty  about  it,  and 
•ball  vote  for  the  appropriation,  without  the  least  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  GRANTLAND  said:  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  Cherokee  treaty,  nor  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  made.  I  shall  not,  sir,  inquire 
whether  the  whole  Cherokee  tribe,  (for  nation  1  will  not 
call  them,)  or  whether  a  majority,  or  less  than  a  majori- 
ty, of  that  tribe  gave  their  assent  to  it|  nor  shall  I,  sir, 
consider  it  necessary  to  show  that  this  treaty  has  been 
made  with  more  than  usual  fairness^  or  that  the  agents  of 
the  Government,  to  effect  an  object  not  less  beneficial  to 
^  the  Indians  themselves  than  it  is  to  several  of  the  States, 
may  not  have  used  some  of  that  address  and  management 
which  is  commonly  practised  by  diplomatists,  and  espe- 
eially  in  the  making  of  Indian  treaties.  But,  str«  I  cannot 
forbear  to  remark  that,  of  the  almost  numberless  com- 
pacts made  by  this  Government  with  Indians  for  the  ces- 
sion of  their  lands,  all  negotiated  by  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  it  very  rarely  happens  that  ob- 
jection to  any  of  them  is  made  either  in  the  confirmation 
by  the  Senate,  or  in  the  appropriation  of  money  to  carry 
them  into  effect  by  this  House,  unless  it  be  with  a  tribe 
within  the  limits  of  Georgiai  and  then,  sir,  there  is  always 
doubt  and  difficulty  and  vexatious  delay,  if  not  a  charge 
of  fraud.  How,  sir,  does  this  happen?  Can  it  be  that 
gentlemen  are  willing  to  shut  their  eyes  and  close  their 
ears,  and  almost  connive  at  frauds  upon  Indians,  when 
the  land  is  acquired  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  and 
the  especial  convenience  of  their  own  constituents,  but 
are  ever  wide  awake,  industrious,  and  vigilant,  to  hunt 
imt  and  detect  frauds,  though  none  exist,  when  Indian 
lands  are  contracted  for,  which,  under  the  compact  of 
1803,  are  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia  alone?  It  might  be 
eonsidered  indecorous,  Mr.  Chairman,  were  I  to  assert 
thai  this  is  tbe  casei  bot  every  man  must  admit  the  thing 


has  a  suspicious  appearance.  Yes,  sir,  its  aspect  is 
more  than  suspicious — ^it  has  an  awful  squinting!  and 
need  I  say  at  what? 

My  purpose,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  addressing  the  commit- 
tee is,  as  1  before  stated,  not  to  discuss  this  treaty;  chat, 
sir,  has  been  done  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  and  more 
ably  by  far  than  I  could  do  it,  and  with  a  clearness  and 
soundness  of  reasoning  that  will  convince  ever^  member 
of  this  body  whose  mind  is  open  to  oon?iction|  and  I 
hope  there  are  but  few,  though  some  there  may  be,  who 
will  not  do  us  and  themselves  the  justice  of  giving  to  this 
question  a  fair  and  dispassionate  consideration. 

It  is  sufficient,  sir,  for  me,  that  this  contract  with  the 
Cherokees  was  made  by  that  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  alone  has  been  confided  by  the  constitu- 
tion the  treaty -making  power  i  it  was  concluded  by  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States,  duly  authorized  to  treat 
with  the  Indians,  and  has  been  approved  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  This,  air,  is  enough 
to  satisfy  mei  let  those  who  doubt  seek  for  new  lights, 
but  I  admonish  them  not  to  be  led  astray  by  some  tgnit 
fatuuti  by  plausible  sophistry,  or  misplaced  philanthro- 
py. The  treaty,  sir,  will  speak  for  itself.  It  gives  the 
Cherokees  (besides  an  equal  quantity  of  better  land  west 
of  the  Mississippi)  about  six  millions  of  dollars  for  a  coun- 
try containing  eight  or  nine  millions  of  acres,  nine  tenths 
of  which  are  mountains.  But  I  again  say,  sir,  that  I  did 
not  rise  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  treaty,  but 
to  repel  the  aspersions  cast  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wiss]  on  the  *<  faith  and  humanity  of  Geor- 
gia.** That  honorable  gentleman  has  thought  proper, 
sir,  to  charge  the  State  which  has  sent  me  here,  with 
bad  faith  in  the  observance  of  treaties,  and  with  inhu- 
manity to  the  Indians.  These  are  grave  charges,  but  I 
deny,  air,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  can  sustain  his  assertions,  and  I  defy  him 
to  prove  that  which  he  has  so  rashly  and  unwarrantably 
said  before  this  committee. 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  proceed  to  ahow  that  it  is  not  Geor- 
gia, but  the  General  Government,  that  has  aoted  with 
bad  faith  in  the  observance  of  compacts.  It  is  known  to 
you,  Mr  Chairman,  and  to  every  member  of  this  commit- 
tee, that  in  1803  Georgia  made  a  compact  with  tbe 
United  States,  by  which  the  former  ceded  to  the  latter 
all  her  lands  extending  from  the  Chattahoochie  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  from  the  31st  to  the  35tb  degree  of  north 
latitude,  a  territory  of  vast  extent  and  almost  unrivalled 
fertility,  out  of  which  have  since  been  formed  the  flour- 
ishing States  of  Alabama  and  Miasissippi.  What,  sir, 
were  the  conditions  of  that  cession?  One  condition  was 
the  payment  to  her  by  tbe  United  States  of  the  sum  of 
$1,250,000,  (out  of  the  ss^  of  her  own  lands,)  which  is 
less  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  the 
Cherokees  for  their  territory,  which  is  not  a  tithe  In 
quantity,  and  is  generally  mountainous  and  steril. 
But  the  main  inducement  with  Georgia  was  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  Indian  lands  within  her  chartered  limits. 
Has  this  been  done?  Could  it  have  been  done  by  the 
United  SUtes,  as  agreed  upon  in  her  contract  with  Geor* 
gia?  I  ask,  sir,  that  the  Clerk  may  read  the  preamble 
and  the  first  and  second  articles  of  a  treaty  concluded  by 
the  United  States  with  the  Cherokees  in  the  year  1817, 
and '•also  part  of  a  convention  made  with  that  tribe  in 
1819,  which  annuls  or  modifies  the  bargain  of  18l7»  and 
makes  one  of  a  very  different  kind,  without  the  consent 
of  Georgia,  deeply  as  she  was  concerned. 

[The  Clerk  here  read  from  vol.  6,  pages  709-4,  part 
of  the  treaty  of  1817  alluded  to,  made  with  the  Chero- 
kees, by  Andrew  Jackson,  Joseph  McMinn,  and  David 
Meriwetheri  and  the  preamble  and  boundaries  of  a 
treaty  made  with  the  chiefs  of  tbe  same  tribe  in  1819,  by 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Secretary  of  War.] 
Now,  Mr.  ChairmsDy  I  have  sbowo  by  the  preamble 
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to  the  treaty  of  1817,  which  ha*  just  been  reftd»  that,  so 
early  as  the  year  1808,  deputations  from  the  upper  and 
lower  Cherokee  towns,  duly  authorized  bv  their  nation, 
went  on  to  the  city  of  Washington,  the  nrst  named  to 
declare  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  their 
anxious  desire  to  engage  in  the  pursuits  of  agricul- 
ture and  civilized  life,  in  the  country  they  then  occu- 
pied, and  to  make  known  to  the  President  the  imprac- 
ticability of  inducing  the  nation  at  large  to  do  this,  ^and 
to  request  the  establishment  of  a  division  line  between 
the  upper  and  lower  towns,  so  as  to  include  the  waters 
of  the  Hiwassee  river  to  the  upper  town)  that,  by  thus 
contracting  their  society  within  the  narrow  limits,  they 
proposed  to  begin  the  establishing  of  fixed  laws,  and  a 
regular  Goyernmentf  the  deputies  from  the  lower  towns 
to  make  known  their  desire  to  continue  the  hunter's  life, 
and  also  the  scarcity  of  game  where  they  then  lived,  and, 
under  these  circumsiances,  their  wish  to  remove  across 
the  llississippi  river,  on  some  vacant  lands  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask  your  particulsr  attention  and  that 
of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  the  Cherokees  of  the 
upper  towns,  who  desired  to  become  agriculturists, 
were  almost  exclusively  in  Tennessee,  North  Carolina, 
and  Alabama)  that  those  of  the  lower  towns,  who  wished 
to  continue  the  hunter's  life,  and  to  emigrate,  were  in 
Georgia.  The  treaty  of  1817  goes  on  to  state  that  the 
Cherokees  wishing  to  emigrate  did  explore  the  country 
on  the  Arkansas  and  White  rivers,  which  they  were 
pleased  with,  and  had  notified  the  President  of  their 
**  anxious  desire  for  the  full  and  complete  ratification  of 
his  promise"  to  give  them  lands  there  in  exchange  for 
those  they  held  in  Georgia;  and,  for  that  purpose,  the 
treaty  of  18 17  was  miule.  Fortunate  would  it  have 
been,  sir,  for  Georgia,  and  for  the  United  Stately  if  that 
treaty  had  not  been  set  aside  by  the  subsequent  one  of 
1819.  If  the  first  contract  had  been  adhered  to,  Georgia 
would  not  now  be  unjustly  charged,  as  she  has  been, 
with  bad  faith  and  inhumanity;  nor  would  any  complaint 
have  been  -  made  by  her  against  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  the  non-pef  formance  of  the  compact  of  1802. 

The  preamble  to  the  treaty  of  1819  states  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation  had  expressed  an 
earnest  desire  to  remain  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  United  States,  notwithstanding  her  engagements  to 
Georgia,  and  without  consulting  her,  chose  to  gratify 
them.  And  hence  all  the  difficulties  with  the  Chero- 
kees. 

Now,  sir,  I  &^y  boldly,  and  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  bad  faith  is  not  in  this  case  imputable  to 
Georgia,  but  to  the  United  States,  for  failing  to  carry 
into  effect  the  compsct  of  18Q8. 

I  shall  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  proceed  to  notice  the  gen- 
tleman's charge  of  inhumanity  towards  the  Indians;  and 
here,  sir,  I  shall  not  find  it  necessary  to  refer  to  docu- 
ments to  prove  what  I  say,  though  your  library  furnishes, 
as  I  am  told,  abundant  evidence  on  this  point.  History, 
and  the  information  of  every  gentleman  of  this  body,  will 
establish  the  fact  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  legis- 
lation of  Georgia  in  regard  to  these  people,  (and  I  can- 
didly admit  I  have  not  always  approved  of  it,)  that  she 
has  no  cause  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  a  comparison 
between  her  and  her  sister  States  in  the  treatment  of  In- 
dians. The  best  evidence  in  our  favor  is,  that  while  the 
Indians  in  Georgia  have  increased  in  number,  in  most  of 
the  Slates  they  have  diminished,  and  in  some  are  extinct. 
Does  it,  sir,  become  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  talk 
about  humanity  to  Indians?  to  rail  against  what  he  may 
consider  their  oppression  by  other  States?  I  ask  that 
gentleman,  what  has  become  of  the  Indians  who  were 
once  the  sole  occupants  of  all  the  lands  in  his  own  State' 
Where  are  the  Pamunkies,  the  Nansemonds,  and  the 
Appamattozesy  the  Bappahannocks^    the  Chickahomi- 


nees,  and  the  gigantic  Susquehannocka?  Where  are 
they,  sir?  I  put  the  question,  Mr.  Chairman,  not  to  you, 
but  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Are  they 
nbt  extinct,  annihilated,  or  driven  to  the  wilds  of  the  far 
West?  I  can  assure  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that  I 
have  no  unfriendly  feeling  to  his  State;  it  is  my  native 
land,  and  I  feel  for  it  much  affection—- perhaps  nearlv  as 
much  as  he  does;  bu%  much  as  I  love  Virginia,  I  love 
Georgia  still  more. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  made  one 
remark  in  regard  to  my  State  which  I  was  particularly 
sorry  to  hear  from  him.  He  said  that  Georgia,  for  per* 
sisting  to  execute  her  laws  in  regard  to  the  Indianai,  and 
for  refusing  to  obey  the  n^ndates  of  th^Supreme  Court, 
ought  to  have  been  "whipped  into  obedience*'  by  the 
General  Government.  Whipped  into  obedience!  Is  that, 
sir,  the  honorable  gentleman's  State  rights  doctrine?  1 
am  sure  it  is  not  held  to  be  orthodox  doctrine  by  his 
State.  Sir,  I  hope  to  God  that  I  nnay  not  live  to  see  the 
day,  and  that  my  children's  children  may  not  live  to  see 
it,  when  it  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  "whip  into 
obedience"  any  State  for  the  assertion  of  her  rights. 
But,  sir,  as  some  of  the  generals  sent  to  the  South  have 
been  thought  rather  dow  in  their  movements,  it  is  my 
wish  (should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  send  one  there 
on  such  an  errand  as  this)  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia be  selected  to  perform  this  operation  of  "  whipping 
into  obedience."  I  promise  him,  sir,  that  he  will  find  a 
warm  reception,  and  be  happy  if  permitted  to  retrace  his 
steps. 

As  so  much  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  against 
Georgia,  it  may  not  be  deemed  obtrusive  or  irrelevant  if 
I  should  say  something  in  her  favor;  and.  sir,  with  your 
permission,  and  that  of  the  committee,  I  will  briefly  re- 
capitulate a  part  of  what  she  hss  done  for  herself  and  for 
this  Union.  She  fought,  air,  by  the  side  of  her  sisters, 
and  as  valiantly  as  any  of  them,  to  achieve  the  liberty  of 
this  country.  Her  Clarks,  and  her  Jacksons,  her  Mc- 
Intoshes,  and  her  Twiggses,  are  known  in  the  history  of 
the  revolutionary  war;  as  are  the  Cummings,  the  Ap- 
plings,  the  Floyds,  and  the  Newnans,  in  that  of  the  late 
war.  While  menaced  by  the  Indians  on  her  extensive 
frontier,  and  the  Britons  on  her  seacoast,  Georgia  sent  a 
considerable  army  to  defend  the  then  infant  Territory  of 
Alabama,  (bone  of  our  bone  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,) 
which  had  been  invaded  by  the  enemy.  When  the  In- 
dian war  broke  out  recently  in  Florida,  our  volunteers 
rushed  to  the  standard  of  their  country,  as  they  have  in 
the  war  with  the  Creeks.  The  bravery  of  Captain  Gar- 
many,  and  of  his  officers  and  men,  and  of  Captain 
Home,  and  his  small  detachment,  when  assailed  by  num- 
bers greatly  superior,  is  worthy  of  all  praise. 

But,  sir,  I  can  name  circumstances  to  show  that,  in 
devotion  to  this  Union,  in  public  spirit  and  genuine  pa- 
triotism, Georgia  is  not  behind  any  of  her  sister  Statea. 

At  a  most  critical  period  of  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  when  several  of  the  Southern  States  had  been 
invaded;  af^er  this  Capitol  had  been  laid  in  asbes^  when 
your  Treasury  was  empty,  your  credit  tottering,  and  na- 
tional bankruptcy  was  staring  us  in  the  face;  when  your 
Treasury  notes,  sir,  which  bore  interest,  were  spurned 
as  trash,  and  a  preference  over  them  given  to  notes  of 
banks  in  this  District,  these  last  being  at  a  discount  of 
twenty  per  cent;  at  this  gloomy  time,  sir,  when  your 
Government  could  not  furnish  a  dollar  to  the  contractor 
or  quartermaster  of  your  army— at  thia  crisis  in  your  af- 
fairs, sir,  what  did  not  Georgia  do?  Sir,  she  poured  out 
her  treasury  for  the  defence  of  the  country;  ahe  furnished 
money  to  feed  your  soldiers,  and  to  procure  forsge  and 
transportation.  She  did  more,  sir;  her  patriotic  Governor, 
Peter  Early,  (whose  memory  should  be  held  dear  by  all 
Americans,  and  is  revered  by  every  Georgian,)  pledged 
the  faith  of  the  State,  and  hit  own  private  fortune,  to 
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get  loans  from  the  banks  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 
This»  sir,  came  within  my  own  knowledge {  and  I  doubt 
whether  the  interest  paid  by  Georgia  on  loans  thus  ob- 
tained for  the  United  States  has  yet  been  repaid  to  her. 
I  know,  sir,  that  it  was,  while  General  Mitchell  was  Gov- 
ernor of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Rush  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, applied  for  and  refused,  on  the  ground  that  the  Gov- 
ernment never  paid  interest! 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  thank  the  committee  for  their  patience 
and  attention.  I  did  not  intend  to  have  spoken  on  this 
occasion,  and  should  not,  but  for  the  attack  made  upon 
my  State  by  the  gfentleman  from  Virginia.  Her  charac- 
ter I  will  defend  here  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
in  defence  of  the  validity  of  the  treaty,  which  was 
made  in  good  faith,  and  had  been  approved  of  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Cherokee  nation.  He  went  on  to  show  that 
such  was  the  fact,  that  the  treaty  had  undergone  all  the 
forms  necessary,  and  that  it  had  become  a  law  binding 
upon  both  parties.  The  only  objection  was  a  technical 
one,  arising  out  of  some  mere  inrormality  in  the  prelim- 
inaries; ana  in  proof  of  this  he  cited  the  letters  from 
John  Ross  and  others  to  the  Secretary  of  Wari  which 
chief,  Mr.  C.  maintained,  had  himself  acted  with  bad 
faith.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  a  treaty  with  these 
Indians  where  the  inquirv  had  ever  been  made  whether  it 
was  approved  of  by  a  majority  of  the  nation  or  not,  though 
there  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  a  majority  of  them,  or 
rather  of  their  chiefs,  were  not  consenting  to'it.  The  pro- 
test was  not  a  paper  of  that  character  deserving  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House;  for,  though  he  would  not  pro- 
nounce it  a  forgery,  it  was  impossible,  from  the  circum* 
stances,  to  be  authentic.  The  treaty  was  made  at  New 
Echota  in  December  last,  and  It  was  impossible,  out  of  a 
population  of  sixteen  thousand  individuals,  scattered  over 
a  country  of  hundreds  ofmilesin  extent,  that  fifteen  thou- 
sand of  them  could  have  examined  its  provisions  so  as  to 
be  enabled  to  pass  their  opinion  upon  it  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  then  went  on  to  show  that  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  were  highly  advantageous  to  the  Indians,  and 
gave  them  far  more  than  an  ad  valorem  equivalent  for 
their  lands. 

Mr.  HOAR  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  (i  to  11, 
P.  M.)   Lost:   Ayes  20,  noes  100. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  that  the  bill  be 
brought  into  the  House  and  there  discussed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  preferred  going  into  committee  to-mor- 
row morning  at  9  o'clock,  and  proceeding  with  the  bill, 
instead  of  having  midnight  sessions.  Where  was  the  ne- 
cessity of  passing  the  bill  through  committee  to.night? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  replied,  that  if  not  brought  out 
of  committee  to-night,  it  would  require  two  thirds  after- 
wards to  pass  the  bill.  If,  said  Mr.  C,  you  have  had 
midnight  sessions  it  is  not  our  fault. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.     Whose  fault  has  it  been? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  Those  who  have  made  long 
speeches. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  made  long  speeches  on  that 
floor,  and  intentionally,  and  he  now  said  it,  and  gentle- 
men ought  to  know  it,  for  he  was  always  candid,  and  had 
no  sinister  motive,  no  secret  motive  or  secret  design 
about  this  matter;  he  warned  gentlemen  that  he  did  in- 
tend to  oppose  this  bill,  not  in  an  unfair  way,  unless 
he  was  forced  to  do  it  at  the  risk  of  his  health,  and  he 
would  die  in  the  attempt  to  defeat  it. 

Mr.  HOAR  then  proceeded  to  argue  upon  the  invalid- 
ity of  the  Cherokee  treaty;  and  that  it  was  not  a  fair 
compact,  and  was  deficient  of  the  requisites  which  should 
make  it  binding.  He  contended  that  no  evidence  had 
been  adduced  to  show  that  the  treaty  was  a  treaty,  a 
compact  between  parties  competent  to  enter  into  it.  On 
these  points  the  honorable  member  dwelt  at  some  length. 
Mr.  H.  concluded,  and 


Mr.  LOVE  then  took  the  floor,  and  was  proceeding  to 
contend  that  the  treaty  was  no  treaty,  when  he  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  who  moved  that 
the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  GRANTLAND  said  the  friends  of  tbe  bill  bad  no 
disposition  to  harass  the  House,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  consent  to  take  up  the  bill  to-morrow  morning,  at 
10  o'clock.  In  that  he  wished  the  friends  of  the  bill  to 
acquiesce;  and  if  there  was  any  opposition  to  it,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  made  manifest. 

Mr.  6ILLET  said  be  rose  to  make  a  suggestion  or 
two  to  the  committee,  and  particularly  to  tbe  friends  of 
tbe  bill.  We  have  now  but  four  days  remaining  of  tbe 
present  session.  It  is  the  general  impression  that  Mon- 
day, the  last  day  of  the  session,  which  is  one  of  the  four, 
will  not  be  occupied,  to  any  considerable  extent,  in  the 
transaction  of  business.  Many  supposed  we  were  to  meet 
in  the  morning,  read  and  correct  the  journal,  and  then 
adjourn.  This  would  leave  us  but  three  days  for  transac- 
tion of  business.  By  our  rules,  we  cannot  send  an  origi- 
nal bill  from  this  House  to  the  Senate  on  either  of  the 
three  last  days  of  the  session.  It  results  from  this,  that 
we  have  but  one  day  a^^er  this  to  send  our  bills  to  the 
Senate.  This  bill  is  made  the  special  order  for  to-mor- 
row at  twelve  o'clock;  and  we  should  have  only  from  that 
time  until  tbe  adjournment  of  tbe  Senate  to-morrow, 
which,  if  it  adjourns  at  the  usual  hour,  will  be  five  or  six 
o'clock,  in  which  to  dispose  of  this  bill.  He  would  ask 
if  it  was  expected  this  bill,  with  all  the  opposition  it  had 
to  encounter,  could  be  got  out  of  the  committee,  be  en- 
grossed, read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  in  that  brief  pe- 
riod? We  may  be  told  that  if  it  is  not  passed  during  to- 
morrow,  the  joint  rules  may  be  suspended,  and  allow  it 
to  go  to  the  Senate.  This  can  be  done;  but  it  requirea 
two  thirds  of  the  votes  of  those  present  to  suspend  the 
rules;  and  he  would  ask  the  friends  of  the  bill  if  they 
were  wilfing  to  weaken  their  hold,  and  place  the  meas- 
ure at  the  mercy  of  one  third?  He,  for  one,  as  a  friend 
of  the  bill,  could  not  consent  to  it.   Let  us  act  now. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  may  commence  two  hours 
earlier  to-morrow  morning,  and  have  that  much  more 
time  to  devote  to  this  bill.  Mr.  G.  said  he  could  not 
yield  his  assent  to  that.  We  have  only  from  ten'to  twelve 
to-morrow  morning,  in  which  to  pass  and  send  to  the 
other  House  several  important  bills.  He  said  this  on  the 
presumption  that  this  bill  would  consume  the  residue  of 
the  day.  Are  we  entirely  to  abandon  all  the  other  im- 
portant bills?  He  would  refer  to  a  few  only,  to  show 
what  were  remaining,  which  ought  to  be  attended  to 
before  we  finally  adjourn.  There  was  the  bill  on  the 
subject  of  gold  coins,  the  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of 
custom-house  officers,  the  bill  concerning  ports  of  entry 
and  drawback  of  duties,  and  to  reorganize  the  Treasury 
Department,  which  were  reported  by  himself;  and  there 
were  others  for  the  erection  of  custom-houses  and  marine 
hospitals,  reported  from  the  committee  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  The  substantial  interests  of  the  country  re- 
quired these  bills  to  be  acted  upon  at  this  session.  There 
were  other  bills,  from  other  committees,  equally  import- 
ant, he  presumed,  which  ought  to  be  considered.  There 
were  necessary  appropriation  bills  still  behind.  He 
would  ask,  are  we  to  jeopard  all  these,  by  placing  them 
in  the  power  of  one  third  in  each  House?  He  thought 
not.  It  seemed  to  him  that  our  duty  to  the  country  re- 
quired that  we  should  finish  this  bill  bt  fore  we  adjourn 
this  evening.  If  any  of  the  bills  which  he  had  in  charge 
Khould  fail  to  be  acted  upon,  he  should  consider  himself 
blameless.  It  was  known  to  all  that  not  one  of  the  bills  he 
had  mentioned  had  been  in  orders' nee  they  were  reported. 
A  spec'al  order  was  made  on  the  26th  of  January  lai^f, 
and  it  had  continued  until  within  a  few  days  past.  At 
the  moment  of  its  expiration  another  was  made,  under 
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which  we  are  now  acting'.  So  it  will  be  leen  that  from 
the  26tb  of  Januarv  last  to  this  tiroe,  no  public  bilb  have 
been  in  order  in  this  House  except  those  included  in  these 
special  orders.  From  that  day  to  this  one  third  of  the 
House  has  controlled  all  other  public  business.  Thus 
far  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  get  up  any  of  the  pub- 
lic bills  he  had  reported.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
make  this  explanation  concerninfir  the  state  of  our  busi- 
ness, which  he  considered  a  sufficient  justification  for 
desiring  to  finish  this  bill  before  we  adjourn  for  to-day. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE, 
ADAMS,  and  LEWIS,  who  suggested  that  they  meet 
to-morrow  at  nine  o'clock,  allow  a  reasonable  length  of 
time,  and,  meeting  the  bill  on  its  meritSi  conclude  its  coo* 
sideration.  He  asked  if  that  was  the  general  under- 
standing of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  would  answer  for 
himself,  that  he  would  obstinately  resist  this  bill  to  his 
utmost  power  of  physical  strength,  and  would  sit  there 
for  hours,  till  aAer  daylight,  to  defeat  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  LEWIS,  HUNTS- 
MAN, and  R.  U.  JOHNSON,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  with  a  view  of  giving  the  members 
of  the  House,  as  well  the  enemies  as  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  a  full  opportunity  of  discussing  it,  he  moved  that  it 
be  tsken  up  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow.     Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REED, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TmrBSDAT,  JuHB  30. 
DISTRICT  BANKS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  in  conformity  with  a 
apecial  order,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **  to  extend  the  charters  of 
the  banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD,the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  the  words  "and  funds  equivalent  to 
specie,"  wherever  they  occurred  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  they  were  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  GILLET, 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  a  substitute,  renew- 
ing the  charters  of  the  several  banks,  as  they  now  exist, 
till  the  4th  of  July,  1838. 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Georgetown.     Lust. 

A(\er  some  remarks  by  Mr.  THOMAS, 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  said  he  understood,  when  this 
bill  was  taken  up,  it  was  with  the  distinct  understanding 
among  those  gentlemen  who  had  the  matter  particularly 
in  charge,  that  the  House  should  express  its  opinion 
without  debate.  If,  however,  the  debate  was  persisted 
in,  he  would  reply  to  some  assertions  which  had  been 
made,  otherwise  he  was  disposed  to  comply  rigidly  with 
what  seemed  to  be  the  wishes  of  the  House.  As  regards 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Gaklard,]  at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen,  he  would 
observe,  for  the  information  of  the  House,  that  he  had 
no  objection  whatever  to  its  adoption,  but  would  rather 
prefer  the  amendment  to  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
Senate.  It  would  allow  the  public  mind  time  to  recover 
from  its  present  excited  state  upon  the  subject  of  bank- 
ing, and  for  the  House  to  act  more  understand! ngly  upon 
this  subject. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  moved  to  strike  out  «4th  of  July, 
1838,"  and  insert  ••  4th  of  March,  1837."     Lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gaslakd  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  128, 
nays  50. 


Mr.  LANE  demanded  the  previous  question  cm  or- 
dering the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  it  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time 
to-day:  Yeas  126,  nays  55. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  timet  and  the  question  being 
on  its  passage, 

Mr.  LANE  asked  the  previous  questions  which  the 
House  refused  to  second. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  on 
the  table.    Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  without  a  division. 

INDIAN  TREATY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House,  in  pursuance  of  the  special  order,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  further  considerap 
tion  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties.  The  question  being  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  to  strike  out  the  appropriations  for 
the  Cherokee  treaty, 

Mr.  LOVE  resumed  his  remarks.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  treaty.  He  examined  the  history  of  the  negotiation, 
and  said  the  evidence  was  ^^^  one  of  the  parties  did  not 
contract;  and  asserted  that  it  was  affirmatively  proved 
that  the  reverse  was  the  fact,  and  that  the  Cherokee  na^ 
tion  was  almost  universally  opposed  to  this  treaty.  He 
read  the  following  paragraph: 

*<  And  whereas  the  said  commissioners  did  appoint  and 
notify  a  general  council  of  the  nation,  to  convene  at  New 
Echota  on  the  31  at  day  of  December,  1835,  and  in- 
formed them  that  the  commissioners  would  be  prepared 
to  make  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  people  who  should 
assemble  there,'and  those  who  did  not  come  they  should 
conclude  gave  their  assent  and  sanction  to  whatever 
should  be  transacted  at  this  council«  and  the  people  having 
met  in  council  according  to  said  notice" — 

And  argued  that,  if  the  commissioners  had  gone  into 
the  woods  any  where,  and  put  up  such  a  notice  on  a 
stick,  and  then  bad  collected  five  Indians,  the  treaty 
would  have  been  as  binding  as  it  was  with  two,  or  five 
hundred,  which  were  said  to  have  assembled.  He  said 
the  truth  of  the  whole  matter  had  been  disclosed  by 
Major  Davis,  who  had  referred  to  many  gentlemen  now 
in  this  city  for  testimony  as  to  his  character,  particularly 
to  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  R.  M.  JoBiraov,] 
upon  whom  he  would  call  to  state  what  he  knew. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  in  reply  to  a  Question  addres- 
ed  to  him  by  Mr.  Lovx,  in  the  course  or  the  remarks  of 
that  gentleman,  rose  and  said:  That  being  called  upon  to 
state  what  he  knew  or  the  standing  of  Major  William 
M.  Davis,  he  would,  with  very  great  pleasure,  state  that 
he  had  known  him  for  many  years,  and  very  intimately; 
and  that  no  man  stood  higher  in  the  estimation  of  all 
who  knew  him,  for  honor,  integrity,  patriotism,  and 
firmness.  But  to  prevent  any  wrong  impressions  as  to 
the  feeling  and  opinions  of  Major  Davis  on  this  subject, 
he  would  add  that  he  felt  justified,  from  all  his  corrr- 
»pondence  and  various  conversations  with  him,  takin^r  ^H 
the  facts  together  up  to  this  time,  in  saying  that  Major 
Davii>,  placed  in  his  (Mr.  Johssob's)  situation,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  would  vote  as  he  (Mr.  J  ) 
intended  to  vote,  to  carry  into  effect  this  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees. 

Mr.  LOVE  went  on  to  argue  that  the  testimony  of  Ma- 
jor Davis,  thus  enforced  by  testimony  to  bis  high  charac- 
ter, was  ample  to  ahdw  that  the  treaty  was  obtained  by 
fraud;  and  that  to  enforce  its  execution  would  be  unjust. 
He  also  referred  to  a  history  of  similar  transactions,  given 
by  a  Mr.  P»ge,  which  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  evi- 
dence of  Major  Davis.  Mr.  Page  was  there  at  the  time, 
a  guest  of  John  Ross,  in  company  with  Schermerhorn, 
and  knew  the  transactions  relative  to  ihe  treaty;  and  he 
knew  that,  at  the  council,  the  treaty  was  rejected  by  a 
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Urge  majority {  and  that,  about  the  aame  time,  John  Rosa 
and  this  Mr.  Pa^  were  both  taken  by  the  Georgia 
guard,  and  carried  into  Georpa,  where  they  were  kept 
about  two  weeks.  He  said,  if  these  two  witnesses  were 
to  be  believed,  this  Schermerhorn  had  acted  in  a  way  to 
.  disgrace  a  tyrant^  and  the  whole  history  of  this  transac* 
tion,  as  shown  in  the  documents,  exhibited  conduct 
wholly  repugnant  to  the  doctrines  of  the  religion  he  pro- 
fessed, to  do  unto  others  as  he  would  that  others  should 
do  unto  him.  That  a  minister  of  religion,  claiming  to 
be  commissioned  from  on  high,  should  turn  a  cheat  upon 
principle,  only  confirmed  an  opinion  he  had  long  held, 
that  clergymen,  turned  politicians  and  ofiice-hunters, 
are  among  the  worst  of  bad  men. 

He  deprecated  the  idea  that  such  a  man's  doings,  with 
all  the  evidence  to  show  their  baseness,  should  be  made 
the  ground  of  action  of  this  Government  to  enforce  a 
treaty  thus  made  and  protested  against  by  the  party  so 
deeply  interested.     Mr.  L.   also  examined  the  treaty, 
with  a  view  to  show  that  the  contracting  parties  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians  were  not  duly  authorized,  and  that 
the  nation  had  never  ratified  the  treaty.     When  it  could 
be  shown  that  the  treaty  had  been  duly  ratified  by  both 
parties  to  the  contract,  be  would  vote  for  any  sum  neces- 
sary to  carry  it  into  effect;  and  the  amount  of  money  re- 
quired  would  be  no  obstacle  in  the  way,  for  he  approved 
of  a  high-minded,  liberal  course  of  dealing  towards  these 
red  men.     It  was  no  answer  to  say  that  this  treaty  had 
been  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate;  that  was  only 
by  one  party;  and  he  asked  if  it  had  been  ratified  by  the 
Cherokee  nation?    If  it  had  not  been  so^  ratified  by  that 
nation,  it  was  not  binding  upon  them,  and  he  would  not 
vote  for  an  appropriation.     If  they  were  to  be  treated 
with  at  all,  it  should  be  fairly  and  properly,  as  with 
other  nations,  and  he  would  not  have  the  Government 
go  with  a  treaty  in  one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other, 
to  say,  sign  this  paper,  or  we  will  drive  you  to  it  by 
force.     The  answer,  that  this  was  the  best  thing  the  In- 
dians could  do,  and  those  who  had  any  regard  for  them 
would  vote  to  carry  it  into  effect,  changed  entirely  the 
character  of  the  bill.  It  purported  to  be  to  cany  a  treaty 
into  effect;  but  if  the  argument  used  was  sound,  and  if  it 
was  determined  to  keep  no  faith  with  them,  but  to  carry 
them  away  by  force,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  he 
should  like  to  have  it  so  expressed  in  the  bill,  that  it 
might  tell  the  truth.    As  it  now  stood,  he  would  never 
vote  a  dollar  to  carry  into  effect  a  pretended  treaty,  in 
all  its  circumstances  blacker  than  hell.     He  had  never 
heard  of  a  treaty  so  obtained  and  so  attempted  to  be  en- 
forced; and  he  would  wash  his  hands  of  the  blood  that 
might,  and  probably  would,  be  shed  if  it  was  attempted 
to  be  enforced. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  did  not  rise  to  go  into  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  nor  to  defend  the  administration;  they  need- 
ed no  defence;  but  he  rose  to  answer  an  inquiry  of  the 
ge^eman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Lovs,]  **  who  is  this 
Schermerhorn?"  He  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  long 
known  Mr.  Schermerhorn  to  be  an  honorable  man,  ven- 
erable in  appearance  and  character,  whose  life  and 
conversation  were  in  accordance  with  his  professions; 
and  he  thought  there  were  many  members  of  the  House 
wlio  knew  him  to  be  worthy  of  confidence  as  a  man  of 
truth  and  integrity. 

Mr.  HARDIN  went  at  length  into  an  examination  of 
the  treaty-making  power,  which,  he  said,  by  the  consti- 
tution, was  vested  in  the  President  and  the  Senate;  and 
when,  without  violating  the  constitution  and  principles 
of  government  of  the  country,  those  powers  had  con- 
cluded and  ratified  a  treaty,  he  thought  it  not  competent 
for  the  House  to  inquire  into  the  authority  or  conduct 
of  the  agent  empowered  to  make  the  treaty.  The  duty 
of  this  House  was  only  to  appropriate  all  reasonable  sums 
of  money  called  for  in  the  fulfilment  of  tjeatics  so  made. 
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The  inquiry  proper  to  be  made  by  this  House  now  was, 
whether  this  treaty  had  been  concluded  and  ratified  in  a 
proper  manner.  He  believed  it  had;  and  the  remarks 
that, the  agents  of  the  other  party  were  not  duly  autho- 
rized, he  thought  not  proper  for  the  consideration  of  tlio 
House;  that  question  might  have  afliected  the  ratifica- 
tion. Neither  did  he  think  it  a  proper  subject  of  in- 
quiry by  the  House,  whether  the  treaty  would  or  would 
not  operate  injustice  and  oppression.  It  was  a  treaty 
which  the  President  was  competent  to  make,  which  th« 
Senate  had  ratified;  and  if  it  violated  no  part  of  the  con- 
stitution, if  it  proposed  no  dismemberment  of  the  Union, 
if  it  deprived  the  people  of  this  country  of  no  right,  then 
he  thought  the  House  was  bound  to  make  the  appropri- 
ation necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Mr.  ROBERTSQN  went  at  length  into  an  ezaratnaF 
tion  of  the  details  and  principles  of  the  treaty,  and  ex- 
amined the  evidence  contended  for  by  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  to  show  that  the  treaty  was  made  by  the  Chero- 
kee naticn;  and  it  having  been  said  that  John  Ross  and 
others  were  willing  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  ought  not  now  to  protest  against  its  execution, 
he  read  the  following  letter: 

««  Wab  DiPAaniEiiT,  Feb.  28,  1835. 
**Sih:  Havingsubmitted  a  proposition  for  a  final  adjust- 
ment of  our  difficulties  with  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  understanding  that  the  President  deems 
it  to  be  too  extravagant,  we  must  beg  that  the  subject 
be  referred  to  the  Senate  for  its  sense  on  the  question: 
the  President  having  often  told  us  thst  he  would  go  as 
far  as  the  Senate  would  allow  him  in  regard  to  money 
matters. 

**  We  therefore  trust  that  he  will  adopt  this  course.  Be- 
ing extremely  desirous  that  this  unhappy  controversy 
might  be  speedily  adjusted,  and  deeply  sensible  of  our 
dependent  condition,  and  confiding  in  the  liberal  justice 
of  the  United  States  Government,  we  are  prepared,  so 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  to  abide  the  award  of  the  sense 
of  the  American  Senate  upon  our  proposition,  and.  to 
recommend  the  same  for  the  final  determination  of  our 
nation. 

"  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  humble  servant*, 

••JNO.  ROSS. 
••  R.  TAYLOR. 
'•DANL.  McCOY. 
«  SAML.  GUNTER. 
«<WM.  ROGERS. 
To  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass, 

Secrdaryof  War.'* 

To  this  he  replied  that  they  were  willing  to  submit 
the  terms  of  a  treaty  to  be  made  and  their  negotiation 
here,  and  it  did  not  follow  that  they  were  willing  to  sub- 
mit a  treaty  to  be  made  at  New  Echota  afterwards;  nor 
did  it  follow  that  they  must  assent  to  such  a  treaty. 
Mr.  R.  then  examined  the  evidence  to  show  that  the 
agents  were  not  duly  authorized,  and  that  the  treaty  was 
not  properly  and  fairly  concluded;  which  was  wholly  un- 
contradicted, and  was  conclusive  to  show  that  the  treaty 
ought  not  to  be  enforced.  He  contended  at  length  that 
the  treaty,  to  be  binding  upon  the  Cherokees,  must  be 
the  act  of  a  majority  of  the  Cherokee  people.  It  was 
an  act  of  cession  of  their  lands,  and  nothing  less  than  the 
assent  of  a  majority,  fairly  obtained,  could  be  a  sufficient 
ratification.  Here  the  treaty  had  been  made  by  a  few 
persons,  collected  by  Schermerhorn,  and  the  whole  tribe 
now  protest  solemnly  that  those  persons  acted  without 
authority.  I'he  commissioners  were  instructed  to  con- 
vene the  whole  people,  and  not  to  treat  with  any  other 
authority;  and  in  this  respect  the  commissioners  bad 
violated  their  instructions.  Mr.  R.  then -went  into  an 
argument  at  length,  upon  the  various  points  of  evidence 
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ftnd  the  principles  involyed;  and  sujj^gested  that  this 
1  treaty  ought  to  be  set  aside,  and  another  treaty  made 
with  the  whole  Cherokee  nation.  If  this  course  was 
not  pursued,  if  the  treaty  was  to  be  enforced,  he  antici- 
pated that  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  an  armed  force 
to  execute  it(  and  he  hoped  the  magnanimity  of  the 
Bouse  would  not  pursue  a  course  so  unjust  and  so  illib* 
eral. 

When  Mr.  Hobirtsoit  had  concluded  his  remarks, 
the  House  took  the  usual  recess. 

EyxHivo  Stssioir. 

DEATH  OF  EX-PRESIDENT  MADISON. 

On  the  Speaker's  resuming  the  chair,  at  4  o'clock,  he 
announced  the  following  message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States: 

WisBiHOToir,  June  SO,  1836. 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  James  Madison, 
cz-President  of  tlie  United  States.  He  departed  this 
life  at  half  past  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  28tb 
instant,  full  of  years  and  of  honor. 

I  hasten  this  communication,  in  order  that  Congress 
may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to  testify 
their  sense  of  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  memory  of 
one  whose  life  has  contributed  so  essentially  to  the  happi- 
nesa  and  glory  of  his  country,  and  to  the  good  of  man- 
kind. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

•f 

The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  PATTON,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  particular 
relation  in  which  he  stood,  as  his  immediate  representa- 
tive and  personal  friend,  towards  the  great  public  bene- 
factor whose  decease,  <*  full  of  yeara  and  full  of  honors,'* 
had  just  been  announced  by  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  had  induced  the  Virginia  del- 
gation  to  devolve  upon  him  the  mournful  duty  of  pro- 
posing for  the  adoption  of  the  House  the  resolution  he 
was  about  to  offer,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon 
the  couriie  to  be  pursued  for  giving  expression  to  the 
national  sensibility  to  the  great  bereavement  we  had  suf- 
fered. 

I  do  not,  however,  Mr.  Speaker,  feel  it  to  be  a  suita- 
ble occasion  in  which  to  employ  or  indulge  in  any  atud- 
ied  phrase  of  panegyric  upon  the  public  or  private 
virtues  of  the  venerable  man  whose  loss  we  deplore. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that,  early  imbued  with  the  sincerest 
veneration  for  the  character  of  Mr.  Madison,  with  the 
profoundest  admiration  of  his  talent?,  and  the  warmeat 
gratitude  for  his  eminent  and  varied  public  services, 
there  is  no  language  that  1  could  employ  which  would 
exaggerate  the  deep  emotion  with  which  I  have  been 
impressed  by  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  his  death. 
And  I  am  sure  that  it  would  be  equally  impossible  for 
me  to  apeak  of  him  in  any  terms  that  would  depict  an  in- 
dividual pre-eminent  in  all  the  virtues  of  social  and  pri- 
vate life,  or  one  that  combined  the  merits  of  a  patriot, 
statesman,  and  sage,  that  would  not  find  a  ready  and  full 
response  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  who  hear  me. 
But  it  is  not  a  feeble  effort  of  this  kind,  such  as  I  could 
make,  nor  even  by  the  highest  effort  of  human  eloquence, 
the  lofty  inspiration  of  poetry,  "the  storied  urn  or 
animated  bust,"  that  can  rear  an  appropriate  monument 
to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Madison,  or  erect  a  suitable  mon- 
ument to  his  fame. 

His  appropriate  and  enduring  r ulogium  is  to  be  found 
inscribed  »«  those  pages  of  his  country's  history  which 
are  identified  with  her  honor  and  Rlor^r.  It  is  engraved 
«pon  every  pillar  of  that  splendid  fabric  of  constitutional 
liberty  under  which  we  live.    It  ia  identified  with  the 


existence  of  that  glorious  union  of  confederated  Statea 
which  he  contributed  so  essentially  to  form,  and  the 
maintenance  and  preservation  of  which,  with  all  its  nu- 
merous blessings,  were  the  constant  objects  of  bis  care 
during  his  long,  laborious,  and  useful  public  life,  and  of 
his  most  earnest  and  anxious  solicitude  in  the  shades  of 
reti;*ement. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  and  not  less  deciaiive  and 
more  afl*ectinff  evidence  of  his  merit  and  title  to  public 
gratitude  will  be  found  in  the  deep  grief  with  which 
his  loss  will  be  deplored  by  every  man  in  the  nation  as 
a  great  national  calamity.  I  offer  the  resolution  which 
I  now  send  to  the  chair. 

Hesohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  by 
what  token  of  respect  and  aflTection  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  express  the  deep 
sensibility  of  the  nation  to  the  event  of  the  decease  of 
Mr.  Madison,  just  announced  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  this  House. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  ADAMS  roae,  and  addressed  the  Speaker.  By 
the  general  sense  of  the  House,  (said  he,)  it  ia  with  per- 
fect propriety  that  the  delegation  from  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  have  taken  the  lead  in  the  melancholy 
duty  of  proposing  the  measures  suitable  to  be  adopted 
as  testimonials  of  the  veneration  due  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Union  to  the  memory  of  the  departed  patriot 
and  sage,  the  native  of  their  aoil,  and  the  citizen  of  their 
community. 

It  is  not  without  Sdme  hesitation,  and  some  diffidence, 
that  I  have  risen  tooflTer  in  my  own  behalf,  and  in  that  of 
my  colleagues  upon  this  floor,  and  of  our  common  con- 
stituents, to  join  our  voice,  at  once  of  mourning  and  of 
exultation,  at  the  event  announced  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress  by  the  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States— of  mourning  at  the  bereavement  which 
has  befallen  our  common  country  by  the  decease  of  one 
of  her  most  illustrious  sons;  of  exultation  at  the  spectacle 
afforded  to  the  observation  of  the  civil'zed  world,  and 
for  the  emulation  of  aftertimef),  by  the  close  of  a  life  of 
usefulness  and  of  glory,  after  forty  years  of  service  in 
trusts  of  the  highest  dignity  and  splendor  that  a  confi- 
ding country  could  bestow,  succeeded  by  twenty  years  of 
retirement  and  private  life,  not  inferior,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  virtuous  and  the  wise,  to  the  honors  of  the 
highest  station  that  ambition  can  ever  attain. 

Of  the  public  life  of  James  Madison  what  could  I  say 
that  is  not  deeply  impressed  upon  the  memory  and  upon 
the  heart  of  every  one  within  the  sound  of  my  voice? 
Of  his  private  life,  what  but  must  meet  an  echoing  shoot 
of  applause  from  every  voice  within  this  hall.^  Is  it  not 
in  a  pre-eminent  degree  by  emanations  from  bis  mind 
that  we  are  assembled  here  as  the  Representatives  of  .the 
people  and  States  of  this  Union?  Is  it  not  transcendent- 
ly-by  his  exertions  that  we  all  address  each  other  here 
by  the  endearing  appellation  of  countrynnen  and  fellow- 
citrzens?  Of  that  band  of  benefactors  of  the  human 
race,  the  founders  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  James  Madison  ia  the  last  who  has  gone  to  his  re- 
ward. Their  glorious  work  has  survived  them  all.  They 
have  transmitted  the  precious  bond  of  union  to  us,  now 
entirely  a  succeeding  generation  to  them.  May  it  never 
cease  to  be  a  voice  of  admonition  to  us  of  our  duty  to 
transmit  the  inheritance  unimpaired  to  our  children  of 
the  rising  age. 

Of  the  personal  relations  with  this  great  man,  whii  h 
gave  rise  to  the  long  career  of  public  service  in  which 
twenty  yeara  of  my  own  life  have  been  engaged,  it  becomes 
me  not  to  speak.  The  fulness  of  the  heart  must  be  silent, 
even  to  the  suppression  of  the  overflowings  of  gratitude 
and  afiec.ioo.    * 
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A  meange  wu  received  from  the  Senate,  announcing 
the  adoption  of  the  following  reaolution  by  that  body: 
••  Iir  Sbkatb  ot  thb  Ukitxd  Statxs, 

June  30,  1836. 

**  Reeolvtdt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  a  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed oD  the  part  of  the  House,  to  consider  and  report 
by  what  token  of  respect  and  affection  it  may  be  proper 
for  the  CongreM  of  the  United  States  to  express  the 
deep  sensibility  of  the  nation  to  the  event  of  the  decease 
of  Mr.  Madison,  just  announced  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

*•  Ordered^  Thst  Mr.  Ritss,  Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Calbouh, 
Mr.  GauvDT,  Mr.  BircBAirAir,  Mr.  Lsioh,  and  Mr. 
Takkmaoob,  be  the  committee. 

"Attest:  WALTER  LOWRIE,  Sec'y.^ 

The  House  concurred  in  the  resolution,  and,  accord- 
ing to  a  previous  order  of  the  House,  the  committee  was 
ordered  to  consist  of  one  from  each  State  in  the  Union; 
and  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed: 

Mr.  PiTToir,  of  Virginia «  Mr.  Maso  v,  of  Maine t  Mr. 
CvsHXAir,  of  New  Hampshire;  Mr.  Avaxs,  of  Massa- 
ehusetts;  Mr.  Tovcbt,  of  Connecticut;  Mr.  Pxabcb,  of 
Rhode  Island;  Mr.  Allxv,  of  Vermont;  Mr.  Wabs,  of 
New  York;  Mr.  Pabkbr,  of  New  Jersey;  Mr.  Avtbovy, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  MiuioAir,  of  Delaware;  Mr. 
WASBXiroToir,  of  Maryland;  Mr.  Dbbxbbb,  -of  North 
Carolina;  Mr.  Gbitfiv,  of  South  Carolina;  Mr.  ConsB, 
of  Georgia;  Mr.  Jobbsov,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Dvblap,  of 
Tennessee;  Mr.  McLbhb,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Riplbt,  of 
Louisiana;  Mr.  Carr,  of  Indiana;  Mr.  Claibobbb,  of 
Mississippi;  Mr.  Rbtbolbs,  of  Illinois;  Mr.  Ltov,  of 
Alabama;  Mr.  Habbisob,  of  Missouri. 

CHEROKEE  TREATY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
(Mr.  LiBCOLB  in  the  chair)  on  the  "bill  making  further 
appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  strike  out  the  following  clause: 

**  For  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the  lands 
ceded  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees 
of  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  deducting  the  cost  of 
the  land  to  be  provided  for  them  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
under  the  second  article  of  the  treaty,  $4,500,000." 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  commit- 
tee at  some  length  in  opposition  to  milking  the  appro- 
priation. He  did  not  regard  this  as  a  treaty  at  all,  and 
would  not  vote  this  appropriation  under  any  considera- 
tion. Should  it  be  said  that  the  Government,  because 
it  had  the  power,  should  force  this  fraud  upon  the 
Cherokee  nation?  for  no  man  could  say  that  it  was  a 
treaty.  He  would  take  occasion  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  state  the  items  on 
which  the  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  for  bearing  tbe 
expenses  of  making  this  treaty^were  based. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  stated  that  twenty-nine  thousand 
dollars  were  for  bearing  the  expenses  of  the  delegation 
from  the  western  to  the  eastern  Cherokees,  and  from 
that  to  Wnshington;  and  six  thousand  dollars  for  the  ex- 
penses of  tbe  commissioners  in  the  negotiation  of  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  CALHOON  resumed,  and  said  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  explanation;  but  he  would  like  to  see  the 
vouchers  froifi  which  this  appropriation  was  made  out, 
or  to  know  whether  there  were  any.  He  then  went  on 
to  show,  by  a  reference  to  letters,  that  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Schermerhorn,  in  relation  to  Major  Davis,  were  un- 
founded in  fact. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  strikeout; 
which  was  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 


Mr.  WISE  then  oflVred  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  clause  above  alluded  to,  and  insert  an  appropriation 
of  $4,500,000,  for  the  purchase  of  a  tmct  of  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the  use  of  tbe  Cherokee  na- 
tion, omitting  all  reference  to  the  treaty.  Mr.  W.  deni- 
ed that  there  was  a  treaty,  and  called  upon  gentlemen 
to  say  whether  there  was  one. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  replied  that  there  had  been  a  treaty 
made  under  the  autnority  of  the  President,  and  confirm- 
ed by  the  Senate;  and  this  treaty  was  msde  under  the 
constitution  of  our  country. 

Mr.  WISE  resumed,  and  denied  that  there  was  any 
bonafide  treaty;  because  the  Cherokee  nation  had  never 
agreed  to  this  treaty,  and  now  almost  ananimously  pro- 
tested against  it.  He  contended  that  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding in  relation  to  the  negotiation  was  a  fraud  upon 
the  Indians.  This  Mr.  Schermerhorn  was  a  complete 
**rawhead  and  bloody-bones"  to  these  ignorsnt  Indians, 
while  their  chiefs  were  at  Washington,  and  he  had  made 
with  them  what  he  called  a  treaty  with  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  tbe  Cherokees.  Mr.  W.  quoted  from  various 
documents,  and  addressed  the  committee  for  about  three 
hours. 

Mr.  PEYTON  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wisx,  and  in 
support  of  the  appropriation.  He  denounced  Messrs. 
Schermerhorn  and  Currie  as  the  two  worst  agents  that 
could  have  been  selected  in  all  God's  creation,  and  en- 
tered into  an  examination  of  the  character  of  all  Indian 
treaties,  which  could  not  be  weighed  by  the  rigid  rules 
of  Puffendorf,  Grotius,  and  Vattel.  So  far  from  their 
having  been  made,  or  avowedly  made,  between,  equal 
contracting  parties,  they  had  always  been  made  by  force. 
Mr.  P.  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report 
tbe  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  his  amendment  was  pend« 
ing,  and  he  trusted  it  met  his  friend  from  Tennessee's 
view.  Let  us  (said  Mr.  W.)  vote  the  money,  but 
strike  out  all  about  a  treaty,  which  was  a  thing  not  in  esse. 

Mr.  BOON  ssid  he  had  heard  the  letters  of  Messrs. 
Davis  and  Schermerhorn  read,  but  neither  of  them 
weighed  any  thing  with  him,  coming,  as  they  did,  from 
persons  who  were  interested.  It  was  enough  for  him  to 
know  that  the  treaty  had  been  approved  by  tbe  Execu- 
tive, and  ratified  hy  two  thirds  of  the  Senate;  and  he 
would  vote  for  it,  in  that  case,  if  its  stipulations  took 
every  dollar  of  the  surplus  revenue  out  of  the  Treasury. 
Let  the  contracting  parties — the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  commissioners  making  the  treaty,  and 
the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States  confirming  it — be  re- 
sponsible for  tbe  act;  he  would  vote  for  the  appropri- 
ation. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Wisb  was  then  disagreed  to 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  BELL  proposed  an  additional  item  of  $30,000  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  removing  the  Choctaw  Indians 
residing  within  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  their  location 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  moved  an  amendment  fixing  the  time  of  the 
payment  of  the  pension  to  Colonel  Gideon  Morgan,  from 
22d  of  March,  1814,  agreeably  to  the  14ih  article  of  the 
Cherokee  treaty.  [Colonel  M.  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  the  Horse-Shoe.]    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  increase  the  item  of 
$35,000  for  the  negotiatory  and  other  expenses  attend- 
ing the  Cherokee  treaty  to  $37,212;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  also  moved  an  additional  clause  appropriating 
$7,000  for  surveying  the  lands  set  apart  for  the  Chero- 
kees under  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  moved  an  additiouRl  section,  providing  that  no 
part  of  tbe  appropriation  heretofore  made  under  the 
treaty  with  the  eastern  Creeks  should  be  paid  to  any 
Indians  engaged  ie  hostilities  against  the  United  States^ 
except  in  such  a  change  of  circumstances  as  to  induce 
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the  President  of  the  United  States  to  direct  otherwise. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  also  moved  a  further  section,  extending  the 
provision?  of  abill  relating  to  the  Winnebago  Indians; 
Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  a  statement,  itenn  by  item,  of  the 
appropriation  of  135,000  for  expenses  attending  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  scaid  treaty,  and  of  the  delegation. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  said  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky had  put  the  same  question,  which  Mr.  C.  had  then 
answered.  Mr.  C.  then  sttited  the  items  composing  the 
BRgc^g^te,  part  of  which  were  provided  for  under  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  WISE  was  not  satisfied  with  the  explanation,  and 
be  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  as  follows: 

<*For  expenses  attending  the  negotiation  of  the  said 
treaty,  and  of  the  delegation,  according  to  the  fifth  arti- 
cle of  said  supplemental  treaty,  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars '*    Lost  without  a  count. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
rose  (at  a  quarter  to  9  P.  M.)  and  reported  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  haying  resumed  the  chair,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  severally 
concurred  in  without  a  division;  and  the  question  being 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  125,  nays  43,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Bell, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Dickerson,  Doubledsy,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  William  K.  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gillet, 
Granlland,  Grifiin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Haroer,  Hardin, 
Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Hopkins,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson, 
Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee, 
L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Mason,  W.  Mason,  M. 
Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Morgan,  Ow^ns,  Parker,  Parks,  Pat- 
terson, F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Petti- 
grew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Th"maa,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ner, Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Washington,  Webster,  White,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  S. 
Williams— 125. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Ashley, 
Beale,  Beaumont,  Briggs,  J.  Calboon,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Gushing,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Evans,  Everett,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hard,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Iliester,  Hoar,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Jenifer, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  McCarty,  Mrlligan,  Morris, 
Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Russell,  Slade,  Talia- 
ferro, Vinton,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Wise— 43. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading;  and  having  been  engrossed,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final 
passage;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  137,  nays 
54,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Bell, 
Bockee,  Bouldin,  B<>yd,  Bunch,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  J.  F.  11. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  CoflTee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Fkirfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  F««nch,  Fry,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Grant- 


land,  Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Har- 
per, A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hayner,  Hop- 
kins, Hubley,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  Jarvis, 
R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 
B.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  J.  Mann,  Martin, 
J.  Y.  Mason,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McKay, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Fatten,  F.  Pierce,  Dutce  J. 
Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomap, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington,  WebUer,  White,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  S.  Williams— 127. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adama,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Beale,  Beaumont,  Bond,  Briggs,  John  Calhoon, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  G.  Chambers,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Deberry,. Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hard,  Harlan,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  ingeraoU, 
Jenifer,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  S.  Mason, 
McCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morria,  Pbillipsc, 
Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Russell,  Slade,  Taliaferro,  Vm- 
ton,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Wise— 54. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
took  up  the  "bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities,  and  for  other  purposes." 

[The  bill  made  applicable  a  balance  of  a  former  ap- 
propriation of  $1,000,000,  andfurther  appropriated  the 
sum  of  $3,400,000  for  the  objects  stated  in  the  title.] 

Mr.  STORER  ssid  he  had  voted  this  evening  upwards 
of  $5,000,000  to  remove  these  Indiana  peaceably,  and 
be  did  so  an  proper  grounds;  but  the  document  from  the 
War  Department  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  justify  this  ad- 
ditional call  of  two  millions  and  a  half.  Moreover,  he 
had  heard  it  stated  that  the  Creek  war  was  at  an  end. 
He  could  conceive,  then,  of  no  other  object  for  this 
large  appropriation  than  this:  that  the  magnificent  scheme 
of  fortifications  having  been  voted  down  by  the  House 
and  the  Senate,  the  object  now  was  to  exhaust  as  much 
as  possible  of  the  surplus  to  be  distributed  in  January 
next.  He  was  not  disposed  to  stint  these  appropriations; 
ahd,  if  satisfied  they  were  necessary,  he  would  go  to  the 
rerge  of  liberality.  Mr.  S.  moved  to  reduce  the  second 
section  to  $1,000,000. 

Mr.  WHll'E,  of  Florida,  entered  into  an  explanation 
of  the  necessity  of  the  appropriation.  There  were  now 
between  six  and  seven  thousand  men  employed  in  the 
Creek  campaign.  A  portion  of  the  appropriation  was 
already  expended,  and  drafXs  were  coming  in  every  day. 
No  one  knew  for  Certain  that  the  Creek  war  waa  ended; 
but  it  would  be  better  to  appropriate  as  much  as  might 
be  necessary  in  case  of  exigency,  since  no  more  would 
be  expended  than  was  required. 

Mr.  STORER  was  satisfied  with  the  explanation,  and 
withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PEYTON  moved  an  additional  section,  providing 
that  the  horses  of  the  mounted  volunteers  received  into 
the  service  under  the  act  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress  should  be  sold  as  the  property  of  the  Govern- 
ment, when  the  said  volunteers  were  discharged  from 
the  service,  and  each  volunteer  should  receive  the  sum 
at  which  each  horse  was  valued  at  the  time  he  entered 
the  service.     Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the   committee 
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then  took  up  the  "bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Academy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1836." 
An  amendment,  inserting  some  small  additional  item, 
vas  moved  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PIERCE,  of  New  Hampahire,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  An  attempt  was  made  during  the  last 
Congress  to  bring  the  subject  of  the  reorganization  of 
the  Military  Academy  before  the  country,  through  a  re- 
port of  a  committee.  The  same  thing  has  been  done  du- 
ring the  present  session,  again  and  again,  but  all  efforts 
have  proved  alike  unsuccessful!  Still,  you  do  not  cease 
to  call  for  sppropriationst  you  require  the  people's 
money  for  the  support  of  the  institution,  while  you  re- 
fuse them  the  light  necessary  to  enable  them  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  your  annual  requisitions. 

Whether  the  amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated  by 
the  bill  upon  your  table  is  too  great  or  too  small,  or  pre- 
cisely sufficient  to  cover  the  current  expenses  of  the  in- 
stitution, is  a  matter  into  which  I  will  not  at  present  in- 
quire;  but  1  shall  feel  bound  to  oppose  the  bill  in  every 
stage  of  its  progress.  I  cannot  vote  a  single  dollar  until 
the  resolution  of  inquiry,  presented  by  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hawks,]  at  an  early  day  in  the  session, 
shall  be  first  taken  up  and  disposed  of.  1  am  aware,  sir, 
that  it  will  be  said,  because  I  have  heard  the  same  dec- 
laration on  a  former  occasion,  that  this  is  not  the  proper 
time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  institution f  that  the  bill 
IS  to  make  provision  for  expenses  already  incurred  in 
part;  and  whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  upon  the 
necessity  of  a  reorganization,  the  appropriation  must  be 
made.  1  say  to  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  institution,  and  to  those  who  believe  that 
abuses  exist,  which  ought  to  be  exposed  and  corrected, 
that  now  is  their  only  time,  and  this  the  only  opportunity 
during  the  present  session,  to  attain  their  object,  and  I 
trust  they  will  steadily  resist  the  bill  until  its  friends  shall 
find  it  necesssry  to  take  up  the  resolution  of  inquiry  and 
give  it  its  proper  reference. 

Sir,  why  has  this  investigation  been  reatsted?  Is  it  not 
an  institution  which  has  already  cost  this  country  more 
than  three  millions  of  dollars,  for  which  you  propose,  in 
this  very  bill,  fn  appropriation  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  which  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  estimation  of  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  this  Union,  has  failed,  eminently  failed,  to  fulfil  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  established,  of  sufficient  Interest 
and  importance  to  claim  the  consideration  of  a  committee 
of  this  House,  and  of  the  House  itself? 

I  should  have  expected  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hawks,]  merely  proposing  an 
inquiry,  to  pass  without  opposition,  had  I  not  witnessed 
the  strong  sensation,  nay,  excitement,  that  a*as  produced 
here,  at  the  last  session,  by  the  presentation  of  his  yet 
unpublished  report.  Sir,  if  you  would  have  an  exhibi- 
tion of  highly  excited  feeling,  it  requires  little  observa- 
tion to  learn  that  you  may  produce  it  at  any  moment  by 
attacking  such  laws  as  confer  exclusive  and  gratuitous 
privileges.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  inquiry, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  under  it,  were  made  occasion  of  news- 
paper paragraphs,  which,  in  tone  of  lamentation  and 
direful  prediction,  rivalled  the  most  highly  wrought 
specimens  of  the  panic  era.  One  of  those  articles  I  pre- 
served, and  have  before  me.  It  commences  thus:  **  The 
arehiieeU  o/*  rum.— This  name  has  been  appropriately 
given  to  those  who  are  leading  on  the  base,  the  ignorant, 
and  the  unprincipled^  jn  a  remorseless  war  upon  all  the 
l^ards  and  defences  of  society." 

I  introduce  it  here  merely  to  show  what  are,  in  certain 
quarters,  considered  the  guards  and  defences  of  society. 
After  various  compliments,  similar  to  that  just  cited,  the 
article  proceeds:  "  All  this  is  dangerous  as  novel,  and 


the  ultimate  results  cannot  be  contemplated  without 
anxiety.  If  this  spirit  extends,  who  can  check  it?  '  Down 
with  the  Bank;'  <down  with  the  Military   Academy;' 
*down  with  the  Judiciary;'   *down  with  the   Senate;' 
will  be  followed  by  watchwords  of  a  worse  character." 
Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  have  the  United  States  Bank 
first,  and  then  the  Military  Academy,  as  the  guards  and 
defences  of  your  country.     If  It  be  so,  you  are  indeed 
feebly  protected.     One  of  these  guards  and  defences  is 
already  tottering.    And  who  are  **  the  architects  of  ruin" 
that  have  resolved  its  downfall    Are  they  the  base,  the 
ignorant,  and  the  unprincipled?    No,  sir.     The  most 
pure  and  patriotic  portion  of  your  community;  the  ataid» 
industrious  intelligent,  farmers  and  mechanics,  through 
a  public  servant,   who  has  met  responsibilities,  and 
seconded  their  wishes,  with  equal  intrepidity  and  success^ 
in  the  camp  and  in  the  cabinet,  have  accomplished  this 
great  work.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no  real  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  much-dreaded  levelling  principle. 
From  the  midling  interest  you  have  derived  your  most 
able  and  efficient  support  in  the  most  gloomy  and  trying 
periods  of  your  history.     And  what  have  they  asked  in 
return?    Nothing  but  the  common  advantagea  and  bless- 
ings of  a  free  Government,  administered  under  equal 
and  impartial  laws.     They  are  responsible  for  no  portion 
of  your  legislation,  which,  through  its  partial  and  unjuat 
operation,  has  shaken  this  Union  to  its  centre.     That 
has  had  its  origin  in  a  different  quarter,  sustained  by 
wealth,  the  wealth  of  monopolies,  and  the  power  and  in- 
fluence which  wealth,  thus  accumulated  and  disposed, 
never  fails  to  cuntrol.     Indeed,  sir,  while  far  from  de- 
manding at  your  hands  special  favors  for  themselves,  they 
have  not,  in  my  judgment,  been  sufficiently  jealous  of  all 
legislation  conferring  exclusive  and  gratuitous  privileges. 
I'hat  the  law  creating  the  institution  of  which  I  am 
now  speaking,  and  the  practice  under  it,  is  strongly 
marked  by  both  these  characteristics,  is  apparent  at  a 
single  glance.     It  is  gratuitous,  because  those  who  are 
80  fortunate  a*  to  obtain  admission  there  receive  their 
education  without  any  obligation,  except  such  as  a  sense 
of  honor  may  impose,  to  return,  either  by  service  or 
otherwise,  the  slightest  equivalent.     U  is  exclusive,  in- 
asmuch as  only  one  youth  out  of  a  population  of  more 
than  47,000  can  participate  in  its  advantages  at  the  same 
time  I  and  those  who  are  successful  are  admitted  at  an 
age,  when  their  characters  cannot  have  become  develop- 
ed, and  with  very  little  knowledge  of  their  adaptation, 
mental  or  ptursical,  for  military  life.     The  system  disre- 
gards one  of^  those  great  principles  which,  carried  into 
practice,  contributed,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  to 
render  the  arms  of  Napoleon  invincible  for  so  many 
yearr.     Who  does  not  perceive  that  it  destroys  the  very 
life  and  spring  of  military  ardor  and  enthusiasm,  by  ut- 
terly foreclosing  all  hope  of  promotion  to  the  soldier 
and  non-commissioned  officer?     However  meritorious 
may  be  his  services,  however   pre-eminent  m»y   be- 
come his  qualificaiions  for  command,  all  is  unavailing. 
The  portcullis  is  dropped  between  him  and  preferment^ 
the  wisdom  of  your  laws  having  provided  another  crite- 
rion than  that  of  admitted  courage  and  conduct,  by 
which  to  determine  who  are  worthy  uf  command.     They 
have  made  an  Academy,  where  a  certain  number  of 
young  gentlemen  are  educated  annually  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, and  to  which  there  is,  of  consequence,  a  geneml 
rush,  not  so  much  from  sentiments  of  patriotism  and  a 
taate  for  military  life,  as  from  motives  less  worthy-*the 
avenue,  and  the  only  avenue,  to  rank  in  your  army. 
These  are  truths,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  no  man  will  pre- 
tend to  deny;  and  I  leave  it  for  this  House  and  the  nation 
to  determine  whether  they  do  not  exhibit  a  spirit  of  ex- 
clunveness,  alike  at  variance  with  the  genius  of  your 
Government  and  the  efficiency  and  chivalrous  character 
of  your  military  force. 
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Sir,  no  man  can  feel  more  deeply  interested  in  tiie 
army,  or  entertain  a  hig^her  regard  for  it,  than  myaeir. 
My  earliest  recollections  connect  themselves  fondly  and 
gratefully  with  the  names  of  the  bra?e  men  who,  relin- 
quishing the  quiet  and  security  of  civil  life,  were  staking 
their  all  upon  the  defence  of  their  country's  rights  and 
honor.  One  of  the  most  distinguished  among  that  noble 
band  now  occupies  and  honors  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  indulge  in  expressions  of  per- 
sonal respect  and  admiration,  which  I  am  sure  would  find 
a  hearty  response  in  the  bosom  of  every  member  of  this 
committee.  1  allude  to  him  merely  to  express  the 
hope  that,  on  some  occasion,  we  may  have,  upon  this 
subject,  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  observation. 
And  if  his  opinions  shall  differ  from  my  own,  I  promise 
carefully  to  review  every  step  by  which  I  have  been  led 
to  my  present  conclusions.  You  cannot  mistake  me,  sir; 
I  refer  to  the  hero  of  Erie.  1  have  declared  myself  the 
friend  of  the  army.  Satisfy  me,  then,  what  measures 
are  best  calculated  to  render  it  effective,  and  what  all 
desire  it  to  be,  and  I  go  for  the  proposition  with  my 
whole  heart. 

But  T  cannot  believe  that  the  Military  Acailemy,  as  at 
present  organized,  is  calculated  to  accomplish  this  de- 
sirable end.  It  may,  and  undoubtedly  does,  send  forth 
into  the  country  much  miliury  knowledge;  but  the  ad- 
vantage which  your  army,  or  that  which  will  constitute 
your  army  in  time  of  need,  derives  from  it,  is  by  no 
means  commensurate  wich  the  expense  you  incur. 
Here,  Mr.  Chairman,. permit  me  to  say  that  1  deny,  ut- 
terly, the  expediency,  and  the  right  to  educate,  at  the 
public  expense,  any  number  of  young  men  who,  on  the 
completion  of  their  education,  are  not  to  form  a  portion 
of  your  military  force,  but  to  return  to  the  walks  of 
private  life.  Such  was  never  the  operation  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  until  afler  the  law  of  1812;  and  the  doc- 
trine, so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  was  first 
formally  announced  by  a  distinguished  individual,  at  this 
time  sufficiently  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  executive 
patronage,  and  greatly  alarmed  by  what  he  conceives  to 
be  the  tendencies  of  this  Government  to  centralism  and 
consolidation.  It  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  communicated  to  Congress  in  1819. 

If  it  shall,  upon  due  consideration,  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress  and  the  country,  1  can  see  no  limit  to 
the  exercise  of  power  and  Government  patronage.  Fol- 
low out  the  principle,  and  where  will  it  lead  you?  Yc^u 
confer  upon  the  National  Government  the  absolute 
guardianship  of  literature  and  science,  military  and  civil; 
you  need  not  stop  at  military  science;  any  one,  in  the 
wide  range  of  sciences,  becomes  at  once  a  legitimate 
and  constitutional  object  of  your  patronage;  you  are 
confined  by  no  limit  but  your  discretion;  you  have  no 
check  but  your  own  good  pleasure.  If  >ou  may  aflTord 
instruction,  at  the  public  expense,  in  the  languages,  in 
philosophy,  in  chemistry,  and  in  the  exact  sciences,  to 
young  gentlemen  who  are  under  no  obligation  to  enter 
the  service  of  their  country,  but  are,  in  fact,  destined  for 
civil  life,  why  may  you  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  pro- 
vide the  means  of  a  legal,  or  theological,  or  medical 
education,  on  the  ground  that  the  recipients  of  your 
bounty  will  carry  forth  a  fund  of  useful  knowledge,  that 
may,  at  some  time,  under  some  circumstances,  produce 
a  beneficial  influence,  and  promote  "the  general  wel- 
fare?" Sir,  I  fear  that  even  some  of  us  msy  live  to  see 
the  day  when  this  **  general  welfare"  of  your  constitu- 
tion will  leave  us  little  ground  to  boast  of  a  Guvernment 
of  limited  powers.  But  1  did  not  propose  at  this  time 
to  discuss  the  abstract  question  of  constitutional  right.  I 
will  regard  the  expecfiency  alone;  and  whether  the 
power  exist  or  not,  its  exercise,  in  an  institution  like 
this,  is  subversive  of  the  only  principle  upon  which  a 
school,  conducted  at  the  public  expense,  can  be  made 


profitable  to  the  publi's  service— that  of  making  an  ad^ 
mission  into  your  school,  and  an  education  there,  second- 
ary to  an  appointment  in  the  army.  Sir,  this  distinctive 
feature  characterized  all  your  legislation,  and  all  execu- 
tive recommendations,  down  to  1810. 

I  may  as  well  notice  here,  as  at  any  time,  an  answer 
which  has  always  been  ready  when  objections  have  been 
raised  to  this  institution— an  answer  which,  if  it  has  not 
proved  quite  satisfactory  to  minds  that  yield  their  assent 
more  readily  to  strong  reasons  thsn  to  the  authority  of 
great  .names,  has  yet,  unquestionably,  exercised  a  pow- 
erful influence  upon  the  public  mind.  It  has  not  gone 
forth  upon  the  authority  of  an  individual  merely,  but 
has  been  published  to  the  world  with  the  approbation  of 
a  committee  of  a  former  Congress.  It  is  this:  that  the 
institution  has  received  at  different  times  the  sanction  of 
such  names  as  Washington,  Adams,  and  Jefferson;  and 
this  has  been  claimed  with  such  boldness,  and  in  a  form 
so  imposing,  as  almost  to  forbid  any  question  of  its  accu- 
racy. If  this  were  correct,  in  point  of  fact,  it  would  be 
entitled  to  the  most  profound  respect  and  consideration, 
and  no  change  should  be  urged  against  the  weight  of 
such  authority,  without  mature  deliberation,  and  tho- 
rough conviction  of  expediency.  Unfortunately  for  the 
advocates  of  the  institution,  and  fortunately  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  this  claim  cannot  be  sustained  by 
reference  to  executive  documents,  from  the  first  report 
of  General  Knox,  in  1790,  to  the  close  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
administration. 

The  error  has  undoubtedly  innocently  occurred,  by 
confounding  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  as  it 
was,  with  the  Military  Academjr  at  West  Point  as  it  is. 
The  report  of  Secretary  Knox,  just  referred  to,  is  char- 
acterized by  this  distinctive  feature—that  the  corps  pro- 
posed to  be  organized  were  "  to  serve  as^tn  actual  de- 
fence tQ  the  community,"  and  to  constitute  a  part  of  the 
active  military  force  of  the  country,  "  to  serve  in  the 
field,  or  on  the  frontier,  or  in  the  fortifications  of  the 
seacoast,  as  the  commander-in-chief  may  direct."  At  a 
later  period,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  (Mr. 
Mc Henry,)  communicated  to  Congress  in  1800,  although 
it  proposed  a  plan  for  military  schools,  differing  in  manj 
essential  particulars  from  those  which  lutd  preceded  it, 
still  retained  the  distinctive  feature  just  named  as  charac- 
terizing the  report  of  General  Knox. 

With  regard  to  educating  young  men  gratuitouslj, 
which,  whatever  may  have  been  the  desigp,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  show  is  the  practical  operation  of  the  Academy, 
as  at  present  organised,  I  cannot,  perhaps,  exhibit  more 
clearly  the  sentiments  of  the  Executive  at  that  early  day, 
urgent  as  was  the  occasion,  and  strong  as  must  have 
been  the  desire,  to  give  strength  and  efficiency  to  the 
military  force,  than  by  reading  one  or  two  paragraphs 
from  a  supplementary  report  of  Secretary  McHenry,  ad- 
dressed to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Defence, 
on  the  31st  January,  1800. 

The  Secretary  says: 

'<  Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  Military  Academy,  the 
directors  thereof  are  to  be  officers  taken  from  the  army; 
consequently,  no  expense  will  be  incurred  by  such  ap- 
pointments. The  plan  also  contemplates  that  officers 
of  the  army,  cadets,  and  non  commissioned  officers^ 
shall  receive  instruction  in  the  Academy.  As  the  ra- 
tions and  fuel  which  they  are  entitled  to  in  the  army  will 
suffice  for  them  in  the  Academy,  no  additional  expense 
will  be  required  for  objects  of  maintenance  while  there. 

''The  expenses  of  servants  and  certain  incidental  ex- 
penses relative  to  the  police  and  administration,  may 
be  defrayed  by  those  who  shall  be  admitted,  out  of  their 
pay  and  emoluments." 

You  will  observe,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  the  phraseology 
of  the  report,  that  all  were  to  constitute  a  part  of  your 
actual  military  force;  and  that  whatever  additional  chai^pea 


Digitized  byLiiOOQlC 


'4573 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4574 


Ju«s30,  1836.] 


Weai  Point  Academy* 


[H.  ov  R. 


shoald  be  incarred,  vere  to  be  defrayed  by  those  who 
might  receive  the  advantages  of  instruction*  These 
were  provisions,  just  as  they  are  important.  Let  me 
call  your  attention  for  a  moment  to  a  report  of  Colonel 
Williams,  which  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  mes- 
sage, communicated  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  on 
the  18th  of  March,  1808. 

The  extract  I  propose  to  read,  as  sustaining  fully  the 
tiews  of  Mr.  McHenry  upon  this  point,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

*'  It  might  be  well  to  make  the  plan  upon  such  a  scale 
as  not  only  to  take  in  the  minor  officers  of  the  navy, 
but  also  any  youths  from  any  of  the  States  who  might 
wish  for  such  an  education,  whether  designed  for  the 
army  or  navy,  or  neither,  and  let  them  be  assessed  to 
the  vahie  of  their  education,  which  might  form  a  fund 
for  extra  or  contingent  expenses." 

Sir,  these  are  the  true  doctrines  upon  this  subject: 
doctrines  worthy  of  the  administration  under  which  they 
were  promulgated,  and  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
statesmen  in  the  earlier  and  purer  days  of  the  republic. 
Give  to  the  officers  of  your  army  the  highest  advanta- 
ges for  perfection  in  all  the  branches  of  military  science, 
and  let  those  advantages  be  open  to  all,  in  rotation,  and 
under  such  terms  and  regulations  as  shall  be  at  once  im- 
partial toward  the  officers,  and  advantageous  to  the  ser- 
vice; but  let  all  young  gentlemen  who  have  a  taste  for 
military  life,  and  desire  to  adopt  arms  as  a  profession, 
prepare  themselves  for  subordinate  situations  at  their  own 
expense,  or  at  the  expense  of  their  parents  or  guardians, 
in  the  same  manner  that  the  youth  of  the  country  are 
qualified  for  the  professions  of  civil  life.  Sir,  while 
upon  this  subject  of  gratuitous  education,  I  will  read  an 
extract  from  "Dupin's  Military  Force  of  Great  Britain," 
to  show  what  favor  it  finds  in  another  country,  from  the 
practice  and  experience  of  which  we  may  derive  some 
iadvantages,  however  far  fro^  approving  of  its  institutions 
generally.  The  extract  is  from  the  2d  vol.,  7l8t  page, 
and  relates  to  the  terms  on  which  young  gentlemen  are 
admitted  to  the  junior  departments  of  the  Royal  Military 
College  at  Sandhurst. 

«*  First.  The  sons  of  officers  of  all  rank«,  whether  of  the 
land  or  sea  forces,  who  have  died  in  the  service,  leaving 
ihetr  families  in  pecuniary  distress;  this  dassare  instruct- 
ed, boarded,  and  habited,  gratuitously  by  the  State;  being 
required  only  to  provide  their  equipments  on  admission, 
and  to  maintain  themselves  in  linen. 

*' Secondly.  The  sons  of  all  officers  of  the  army  above 
the  rank  of  subalterns  actually  in  the  service,  and  who 
pay  a  sum  proportioned  to  their  ranks,  according  to  a 
scale  per  annum  regulated  by  the  supreme  board.  The 
sons  of  living  naval  officers  of  rank  not  below  that  of 
master  and  commander,  are  also  admitted  on  payment  of 
annual  stipends,  similar  to  those  of  corresponding  ranks 
in  the  army.  The  orphan  sons  of  officers,  who  have  not 
left  their  families  in  pecuniary  diflSculties,  are  admitted 
into  this  class  on  paying  the  stipends  required  of  officers 
of  the  rank  held  by  their  parents  at  th^time  of  their  de- 
cease. 

••Thirdly.  The  sons  of  noblemen  and  private  gcntle- 
ftnen  who  pay  a  yearly  sum  eauivalent  to  the  expenses 
of  their  education,  board,  and  clothing,  according  to  a 
rate  regulated  from  time  to  time  by  the  commissioners." 
Sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that  these  are  the  regula- 
tions of  a  Government  which,  with  all  its  wealth  and 
poweri  is,  from  its  structure  and  practice,  groaning  un- 
der the  accumulated  weight  of  pensions,  sinecures,  and 
gratuities,  and  yet  you  observe  that  only  one  class, 
••the  sons  of  officers  of  all  ranks,  whether  of  the  land  or 
sea  forces,  who  have  died  in  the  service,  leaving  their 
families  in  pecuniary  distress,"  are  educated  gratuitously. 
'  I  do  not  approve  even  of  this,  but  I  hold  it  up  in  con- 
trast with  your  own  principles  and  practice. 


If  the  patience  of  the  committee  would  warrant  me, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  could  show,  by  reference  to  executive 
communications,  and  the  concurrent  legislation  of  Con- 
gress in  1794,  1796,  1802,  and  1808,  that,  prior  to  the 
last -mentioned  date,  such  an  institution  as  we  now  have 
was  neither  recommended  nor  contemplated.  Upon  this 
point  I  will  not  detain  you  longer;  but  when  hereafter 
confronted  by  the  authority  of  great  names,  I  trust  we 
shall  be  told  where  the  expressions  of  approbation  are 
to  be  found.  We  maythen  judge  of  their  applicability 
to  the  Military  Academy  as  at  present  organized. 

1  am  far  from  desiring  to  see  this  country  destitute  of 
a  Military  Academy;  but  I  would  have  it  a  school  of 
practice,  and  instruction,  for  officers  actually  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States:  not  an  institution  for  educating, 
gratuitously,  yoong  gentlemen,  wlio,  on  the  completion 
of  their  term,  or  after  a  few  mtmthb'  lea\e  of  absence, 
resign  their  commissions  and  return  to  the  pursuits  of 
civil  life. 

Ifsnyone  doubts  that  this  is  the  practical  operation 
of  your  present  system,  I  refer  him  to  the  annual  list  of 
resignations,  to  be  found  in  the  adjutant  general's  office. 

Firmly  as  I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  rcor- 
ganizalion,  I  would  take  no  step  to  create  an  unjust 
prejudice  against  the  institution.  All  that  I  ask,  and,  so 
far  as  1  know,  all  that  any  of  the  opponents  of  the  insti- 
tution ask,  is,  that  after  a  full  and  impartial  investigation, 
it  shall  stand  or  fall  upon  its  merits.  I  know  there  are 
graduates  of  the  institution  who  are  ornaments  to  the 
army,  and  an  honor  to  their  country;  but  they,  and  not 
the  seminary,  are  entitled  to  the  credit.  Here  I  would 
remark,  once  for  all.  that  I  do  not  reflect  upon  the  offi- 
cers or  pupils  of  the  Academy;  it  Is  to  the  principles  of 
the  institution  itself,  as  at  present  organized,  that  I  ob- 
ject. It  is  often  said  that  the  graduates  leave  the  Insti- 
tution with  sentiments  that  but  ill  accord  with  the  feel- 
ings and  opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  the  peopIe*bf  that 
Government  from  whifch  they  derive  the  means  of  edu- 
cation, and  that  many  who  Uke  commissions  possess  few 
qualifications  for  the  command  of  men,  either  in  war  or 
in  peace.  Most  of  the  members  of  this  Huuse  have  had 
more  or  lesa  intercourse  with  these  young  gentlemen^ 
and  I  leave  it  for  each  individual  to  form  his  own  opinion 
of  the  correctness  of  the  charges.  Ti.us  much  1  will  say 
for  myself,  that  I  believe  that  these,  and  greater  evils, 
are  the  natural,  if  not  inevitable,  result  of  the  principles 
in  which  this  institution  is  founded;  and  any  system  of 
education,  established  upon  similar  principles,  on  Gov- 
ernment patronage  alone,  will  produce  like  results,  now 
and  forever.  Sir,  what  are  some  of  these  results?  By 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  January,  1831, 
we  are  informed  that,  **  by  an  estimate  of  the  last  five 
years,  (preceding  that  date,)  it  appears  that  the  supply 
of  the  army  from  the  corps  of  graduated  cadets  lias 
averaged  about  twenty-two  annually,  while  those  who 
graduated  are  about  forty,  making  in  each  year  an  ex- 
cess of  eighteen.  The  number  received  annually  into 
the  Academy  averages  one  hundred,  of  which  only  the 
number  stated,  to  wit:  forty,  pass  through  the  prescribed 
course  of  education  at  schools,  and  become  supernume- 
rary lieutenants  in  the  army."  Uy  the  rep<»rt  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  December,  1830,  we  are  informed  that 
•*  the  number  of  promotions  to  the  army  from  this  corps, 
for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  about  twenty-two 
annually,  wh'le  the  number  of  graduates  Inis  been  at  an 
average  of  forty.  This  excess,  which  is  annually  increas- 
ing, has  placed  eighty-seven  in  waiting  until  vacancies 
shall  lake  place;  and  show  that,  in  the  next  year,  proba- 
bly, and  in  the  succeeding  one,  certainly,  there  will  be 
an  excess  beyond  >frhat  the  existing  law  authorizes  to  be 
commissioned.  There  will  then  be  one  hundred  and  six 
supernumerary  brevet  second  lieutenants  appurtenant  to 
the  army,  at  an  average  annual  expense  of  $80,000." 
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Sir,  th»t  results  here  discloBed  were  not  anticipated  by 
Mr.  Madison,  is  apparent  from  a  recurrence  to  his  mes- 
sages of  ISIO  and  1811. 

In  passing  the  law  of  1813,  both  Congress  and  the 
Presiaent  acted  for  the  occasion,  and  they  expected 
those  who  should  succeed  them  to  act  in  a  similar  man- 
ner. Their  feelings  of  patriotism  and  resentment  were 
aroused,  by  beholding  the  privileges  of  freemen  wanton- 
ly invaded,  our  glorious  stars  and  stripes  disregarded, 
and  national  and  individual  rights  trampled  in  the  dust. 
The  war  was  pending.  The  necessity  for  increasing  the 
military  force  of  the  country  was  obvious  and  pressing, 
and  the  urgent  occasion  for  increased  facilities  for  mili- 
tary instruction  equally  apparent. 

Sir,  it  was  under  circumstances  like  these,  when  we 
had  not  only  enemies  abroad,  but,  I  blush  to  say,  ene- 
mies at  home,  that  the  institution,  as  at  present  organi- 
zed, had  its  origin.  It  will  hardly  be  pretended  that  it 
was  ihe  original  design  of  the  law  to  augment  tbe  num- 
ber of  persons  instructed  beyond  the  wants  of  the  pub- 
lic service. 

Well,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  shows  that,  for 
live  years  prior  to  1831,  the  Academy  had  furnished 
eighteen  supernumeraries  annually.  A  practical  opera- 
tion of  this  character  has  no  sanction  in  the  recommend- 
ation of  Mr.  Madison.  The  report  demonstrates,  fur- 
ther, the  fruit  fulness  and  utility  of  this  institution,  by 
showing  the  fsct,  that  but  two  fifths  of  those  who  enter 
the  Academy  graduate,  and  that  but  a  fraction  more 
than  one  fifth  enter  the  public  service. 

This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  administration  of  the  Acade- 
my; it  is  not  the  fault  uf  young  gentlemen  who  are  sent 
therci  on  your  present  peace  establishment  there  can  be 
but  little  to  stimulate  them,  p;Articularly  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  military  science.  There  can  hardly  be  but  one 
object  in  the  mind  of  the  student,  and  that  would  be  to 
obtain*an  education  for  the  purposes  of  civil  life.  The 
difficulty  is,  that  the  institution  has  outlived  both  the  occa- 
sion that  called  it  into  existence  and  its  original  design. 

1  have  before  remarked  that  the  Academy  was  mani- 
festly enlarged  to  correspond  with  the  army  and  militia 
actually  to  be  called  into  service.  Look,  then,  for  a  mo- 
ment, at  facts,  and  observe  with  how  much  wisdom,  jus- 
tice, and  sound  pol  cy,  you  retain  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  1813.  I'he  total  authorized  force  of  1813,  sfter 
the  declaration  of  war,  «  as  58,254;  and  in  October,  1814, 
the  military  establishment  amounted  to  62,428.  By  the 
act  of  March,  1815,  the  peace  establishment  was  limited 
to  10,000,  and  now  hardly  exceeds  that  number.  Thus 
you  make  a  reduction  of  more  than  50,000  in  your  actu- 
al military  force,  to  accommodate  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  to  its  wants.  And  why  do  you  refuse  to  do 
the  same  with  your  grand  system  of  public  education? 
Why  does  that  remain  unchanged?  Why  not  reduce  it 
at  once,  kt  least  to  the  actual  wants  of  the  service,  and 
dispense  with  your  corps  of  supernumerary  lieutenants? 
Sir,  there  is,  there  can  be,  but  one  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, attd  that  msy  be  found  in  the  War  report  of  1819, 
to  which  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  allude.  The 
Secretary  says,  **  the  cadets  who  cannot  be  provided 
for  in  the  army  will  return  lo  private  life;  but  in  the 
event  of  a  war  their  knowledge  will  not  be  lost  to  the 
country." 

Indeed,  sir,  these  young  gentlemen,  if  (hey  could  be 
induced  to  take  the  field,  would,  after  a  lapse  often  or 
fifteen  years,  come  up  from  the  bar,  or  it  may  be  the 
pulpit,  fresh  in  military  science, 'and  admirably  qualified 
for  command  in  the  face  of  an  enemy! 

The  magazine  of  facts,  to  prove  at  the  same  glance 
the  extravagance  and  unfruitfulness  of  this  institution,  is 
not  easily  exhausted;  but  I  am  admonished  by  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  to  omit  many  considerations  which  I  re- 
gard as  both  interesting  and  important.    1  will  only  de- 


tain the  committee  to  make  a  single  statement,  pjacing 
side  by  side  some  aggregate  results.  There  has  already 
been  expended  upon  the  institution  more  than  thre^ 
millions  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Between 
1815  and  1821,  thirteen  hundred  and  eighteen  students 
were  admitted  into  the  Academy;  and  of  all  the  cadets 
who  were  ever  there,  only  two  hundred  and  sixty-five 
remained  in  the  service  at  the  end  of  1830.  Here  are 
the  expenses  you  have  incurred,  and  the  products  you 
have  realized. 

I  leave  them  to  be  balanced  by  the  people.  But,  for 
myself,  believing  as  I  do  that  the  Academy-  stands  forth 
as  an  anomaly  among  the  institutions  of  this  country; 
that  it  is  at  variance  with  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of 
the  constitution  under  which  we  live;  so  long  as  this 
House  khall  deny  investigation  into  its  principles  and 
practical  operation,  I,  as  an  individual  member,  will  re- 
fuse to  appropriate  the  first  dollar  for  its  support. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  tbe  committee  rise, 
and  report  the  *<  bill  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hos- 
tilities,*' and  lay  the  one  under  consideration  aside. 

Mr.  BRIGG3  objected  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  BELL  said  gentlemen  were  mistaken  in  thinking 
that  no  bills  could  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to-morrow. 
There  was  nothing  In  the  rules  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  WARD  suggested  that  the  present  bill  be  also 
reported  to  the  House,  and  if  there  was  any  intention  to 
oppose  it,  let  that  opposition  be  made  in  the  House;  and 
be  pledged  himself  tu  exert  whatever  influence  he  might 
have,  to  prevent  the  application  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion. We  have,  said  Mr.  W.,  now  been  here  upwards 
of  six  months,  without  any  appropriation  having  been 
made  for  the  Military  Academy,  and  now  we  have  not 
to  exceed  one  hour  left  upon  which  a  bill  can  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence;  and  unless  this  bill  is  now 
disposed  of  favorably,  it  will  be  lofct.  There  is  no  reason 
that  can  be  urged  against  the  appropriation,  for  the  in- 
stitution has  not  been  abolished  by  law;  and  un'il  that  is 
done,  which  I  trust  will  not  happen  soon,  the  appropria- 
tiun  must  be  made.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  not, 
at  this  period  of  the  session,  interpose  any  further  ob- 
jections sgain&t  this  bill.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the 
finances  of  this  institution,  that  many  of  the  young  g^en* 
tlemen  had  been  obliged  to  call  upon  their  friends  for 
money  to  reach  their  homesi,  and  the  gentlemen  who 
had  been  appointed  visiters  of  the  institution  liad  not 
received  the  usual  compensation  for  their  services.  Mr. 
W.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  be  would  not  consent  that 
the  committee  should  rise  on  the  one  bill  without,  at  tbe 
same  time,  reporting  the  other.  Moreover,  there  were 
several  other  bills  that  ought  to  be  acted  upon  at  the 
present  time. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  division,  and 
Mr.  PiEBCs  concluded  hisTemarks. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  again  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
bill  would  be  brought  into  the  House  at  once.  He  stated 
that  he  had,  in  every  instance,  voted  to  take  up  the  res- 
olution of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  \}\t»  Hawes] 
to  print  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  this  insti- 
tution, and  he  was  confident  the  friends  of  the  instilutioo 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  investigation,  or  the  publica- 
tion of  that  report. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  made  some  remarks  in  defence  of  the 
institution. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  then  renewed  the  motion 
that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  modification,  that  the 
two  bills  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BOON  then  addressed  the  committee  in  oppoM- 
tion  to  the  principles  of  the  institution,  which  he  de- 
scribed to  be  of  an  aristocratic  and  excluiive  character. 

Mr.  H AWES  then  proceeded  to  address,  the  comnnit- 
tee,  and,  after  proceeding  for  some  time,  gave  way  tv 
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Mr.  LEWIS,  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
adding,  **  and  report  the  bills  to  the  House." 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  called  for  a  division  of  the  question< 
and  on  taking  it  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  West  Point  Academy,  the  tellers  reporting  ayes 
74y  noes  30,  (not  a  quorum,)  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported that  fact  to  the  House. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
(he  purpose  of  ofTeiing  the  following  resolution: 

li&soived.  That  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  nine, 
be  appointed  to  inquire  what,  if  any,  alterations  are  ex- 
pedient to  be  made  in  the  constitution  and  government 
of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point;  and  what,  if  ad- 
ditional, legislation  is  expedient  upon  the  subject  of  such 
Academy;  with  power  to  visit  said  Academy  prior  to  the 
next  session  of  the  present  Congress,  to  send  for  persons 
iind  papers,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  and  views 
upon  the  whole  matter  thus  submitted  to  them  as  early 
as  may  be  done  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  lost  without  a  division, 

Mr.  CAMBKELENG  moved  that  10,000  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  West  Point  Acad- 
emy be  printed,  remarking  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
printed  twelve  months  ago. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  said  it  ought  not  to  be  printed  at  all. 

Mr.  EVANS  contended  that,  ss  the  committee  had 
risen  for  want  of  a  quorum,  no  business  could  be  trans- 
acted until  it  was  ascertained  whether  a  quorum  were 
present. 

The  SPEAKER  caused  the  House  to  be  counted,  and 
a  quorum  being  found  present,  the  House  again  went 
into  committee  on  the  West  Point  Academy  bill. 

Mr.  HA  WES  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause, 
and  after  speaking  for  some  time,  the  question  was  taken» 
and  the  motion  disagreed  to. 

The  committee  (ben  rose  and  reported  both  the  above 
bills  to  the  House,  when  the  amendments  to  both  were 
severally  concurred  in,  and  they  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

EX-PRESIDEN T  MADISON. 

Mr.  PATTON,  from  the  select  committee,  made  the 
following  report: 

*'The  President  of  the  United  States  having  commu- 
nicated to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  the  melancholy 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  their  illustrious  and  beloved 
fcUow-citizen,  James  Madison,  of  Virginia,  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  two  Houses  sharing 
in  the  general  grief  which  this  distressing  event  must 
produce: 

'  *  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  JRepresenlaUves  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That 
the  chairs  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be  shrouded 
in  black  during  the  present  session;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  members  and  officers  of  both  Houses, 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

«<  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  o( 
the  United  States  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  as 
mourning,  for  thirty  days. 

«  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of-  these  resolutions  to 
Mrs.  Madison,  and  to  assure  her  of  the  profound  respect 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  her  person  and  char- 
acter, and  of  their  sincere  condolence  on  the  late  af- 
flicting dispensation  of  Providence." 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  concurred  in  unani- 
mously. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  ou  Indian  Affairs  have 
power  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  investigation  directed  by  the  lesolution 
oi  this  House  of  the  15th  of  January  last;  and  that  any 
two  or  more  of  them,  under  the  direction  of  the  commit- 
tee, be  authorized  to  take  testimony  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  resolution  was  the  unanimous  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MANN«  of  New  York,  hoped  the  resolution  would 
not  be  adopted.  Experience  had  shown  the  inutility  of 
these  investigations  by  committees  during  the  recess 
of  Congress;  besides,  they  subjected  the  country  to  con- 
siderable expense.  He  was  utterly  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  therefore  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  its  adoption;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McCARTY  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
resolution,  and  of  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the 
proposed  investigation. 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  a^ked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  the  House  refused  to  lajr 
the  resolution  on  the  table:  Yeas  69,  nays  84. 

Mr.  BELL  remarked  that  the  object  of  the  resolution 
was  to  authorize  two  or  three  members  of  the  committee 
to  take  testimony  during  the  recess,  and  not  that  the 
whole  committee  should  regularly  hold  their  sittings. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  a  modification  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  EVERETT  preferred  the  resolution  as  originally 
introduced. 

Mr.  HA  WES  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded,  65  to  55;  and  the  main  question  being 
ordered,  was  put,  and  the  vote  was:  Yeas  87,  nays  87. 

The  CHAIR  voting  *m  the  negative,  made  87  to  88;  so 
the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  FRAUDS  AND  HOSTILITIES. 

Mr.  LEWIS  rose  and  said  he  held  in  his  band  a  paper 
of  a  most  extraordinary  and  important  character,  which  be 
had  just  received  from  the  theatre  of  the  present  Creek 
war.  He  considered  its  importance  so  great,  that  he 
should,  even  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  ask  to  lay 
it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  L.  then  sent  the  petition  to  the  Clerk,  by  whom 
it  was  read. 

[The  memorial  which  was  read  is  from  the  citizens  of 
Georgia  and  Eastern  Alabama,  and  represents  that  the  In- 
dian hostilities  in  which  the  people  of  that  country  are  in- 
volved were  caused  by  individuals  jointly  associated  un- 
der the  name  of  land  companies,  whose  proceedings  and 
contracts  were  of  the  most  nefarious  character.  The 
memorialists  ask  Congress  to  institute  an  investigation 
into  the  circumstances,  which,  as  they  represent,  will  not 
fail  to  exhibit  a  state  of  facts  of  the  most  revolting  char- 
acter. They  intimate  that  the  press  of  that  country  is 
entirely  under  the  control  of  these  heartless  agitators, 
and  that,  through  bribery  and  corruption,  all  channels  of 
information  to  the  public  and  to  the  Government  on  this 
subject  are  closed.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is  neither  my  intention  nor  my 
duty  to  prejudge  the  investigation  whicli  the  petitioners 
ask  of  this  Government,  or  to  express  any  opinion  what- 
ever as  to  the  ^uilt  or  innocence  of  the  party  implicated 
in  this  transaction.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  that,  in  my  rep- 
resentative character,  I  have  been  charged,  by  a  re- 
spectable portion  not  only  of  my  constituents,  but  of  the 
citizens  of  an  adjoining  State,  with  the  presentation  of  a 
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petition  containing^  the  grave  charges  above  alluded  to, 
and  praying  a  most  thorough  and  satisfactory  investiga- 
tion into  the  truth  of  them.  I  have  bestowed  on  this  sub- 
ject all  the  reflection  which  the  late  period  at  which  the 
petition  was  received  has  allowed  me,  and  with  a  de- 
cided conviction  that  the  investigation  is  alike  due  to  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  country  from  which  this  proceed- 
ing has  emanated,  and  to  the  calamities  which  hafe 
grown  out  of  the  wide-spread  scene  of  Indian  rapine  and 
massacre,  which  this  war  has  brought  on  a  portion  of  my 
constituents.  I  have  been  careful  to  give  this  investiga- 
tion that  course  which  I  believed  would  best  subserve 
the  purposes  of  public  justice.  If  individuals  have  been 
so  lost  to  all  the  sentiments  of  humanity,  and  the  aspira- 
tions of  patriotism,  as  to  have  wilfully  excited  this  war, 
they  have  incurred  the  crime  of  **  treason,"  and  should 
be  made  to  answer  that  offence  by  a  trial  of  life  and 
death,  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  their  country. 
"With  this  view,  I  have  proposed  that  the  investigation 
should  be  instituted  by  the  President,  in  order  that  he 
might  call  to  his  aid  the  district  attorney,  and  other  ju- 
dicial officers;  and  that,  if  the  fact  should  justify  it,  that 
prosecution  might  be  promptly  instituted.  Whatever 
other  investigation  might  be  thought  necessary,  all  will 
admit  that  one  of  this  character,  at  least,  is  required. 

Sir,  I  have  not  proposed  an  invcbtigation  by  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House,  for  the  reason  that,  by  a  vote  just 
given,  the  House  have  refused  to  authorize  a  similar  com- 
mitttee  to  investigate  the  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  In- 
dian reservations  under  the  Choctaw  treaty.  There  is 
evidently  an  indisposition,  from  some  cause,  to  institute 
'  committees  of  inquiry  during  the  recess  of  Congress;  and 
as  any  resolution  I  may  offer  will  require  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  of  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present,  before  it  can  be  received,  I  am  ad- 
monished, at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  if  I  wish  to 
effect  any  thing  towards  an  investigation,  that  it  must  be 
presented  in  the  least  objectionable  form.  Besides,  sir, 
I  know  of  no  act  of  prospective  legislation,  growing  out 
of  the  action  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  which  could 
repair  the  injuries  already  done,  punish  the  offenders, 
or  provide  more  efficiently  than  by  existing  laws,  for  the 
punishment  of  future  offences  of  a  similar  character. 

If,  however,  a  majority  of  the  House  be  of  a  different 
'opinion;  if  it  is  thought  that  an  investigation  by  a  select 
committee  of  this  body  will  be  either  more  accurate,  or 
more  satisfactory,  or  that  any  legislative  action  will  grow 
out  of  such  inquiry,  I  will  give  it  my  warmest  support. 
On  one  thing,  however,  I  must  insist,  that  an  investiga- 
tion of  some  sort  be  had,  and  I  will  sustain  that  which  is 
broadest  and  fullest  in  its  scope. 

With  these  views,  Mr.  L.  moved  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended, to  allow  him  to  introduce  the  resolution  he  held 
in  his  hand.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not  refuse  him 
this  indulgence.  He  trusted  that  after  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  to  the  honor  of  those  he  represented,  and 
to  the  citizens  of  an  adjoining  State,  the  public  mind 
would  be  relieved  from  the  suspicion  that  any  individual 
white  citizen,  or  citizens,  of  either  of  the  States,  had  been 
base  enough  in  design,  or  sufficiently  fiend-like  in  ac- 
tion, to  have  excited  this  war.  The  charge  has  been  be- 
fore made  in  the  public  prints,  not  only  against  different 
individuals,  but  different  classes  of  individuals,  whose  in- 
terests were  supposed  to  have  been  promoted  by  this 
cruel  scourge  of  the  rest  of  the  community. 

Coming  in  the  responsible  form  in  which  this  subject 
is  now,  for  the  first  time,  presented  to  the  country,  Mr. 
L.  said  he  considered  it  as  a  source  of  congratulation 
that  the  whole  transaction  would  be  thoroughly  sifted, 
with  a  view  of  acquitting  the  innocent  and  punishing  the 
guilty.  He  believed  that  the  honest  men  of  all  classes 
and  of  every  party  desired  the  most  rigid  investigation, 
and  he  trusted  if  there  were  any  who  were  justly  ob- 


noxious to  the  charge  of  connivance  with  the  late  Indian 
hostilities,  be  they  who  they  may,  whether  high  or  low 
in  public  estimation,  that  the  bolt  of  popular  indignation 
and  of  legal  justice  would  fall  heavily  upon  them. 

Mr.  L.  then  introduced  the  following  resolution,  ex- 
pressing the  belief  that  it  would  not  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  over  five  minutes: 

Betolved,  That  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of 
Alabama  and  Georgia,  respecting  alleged  frauds  in  the 
purchase  of  the  reservations  of  the  Creek  Indians,  and 
the  causes  of  their  present  hostilities,  be  referred  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  cause  such  measures  to  be  taken  for  investigating 
these  transactions,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  the  persons 
engaged  in  them,  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  any 
breaches  of  the  laws,  as  may  appear  to  be  proper  and 
within  the  power  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  GRANTLAND  was  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  most  thorough  and  efficient  investigation  into  this 
subject.  He  believed  there  had  been  frauds,  and  that 
those  frauds  had  been  the  cause  of  the  Creek  war. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  had  been  endeavoring  all  the  ses- 
sion to  elicit  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  causes  of  the  In- 
dian hostilities.  He  had  information  enough  on  the  sub- 
ject to  lead  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  allegations  of 
the  memorial  were  true.  We  had  documentary  evidence 
on  our  files  that  the  Seminole  war  originated  in  the 
manner  indicated  in  the  memorial;  and  he  believed  that 
some  of  the  executive  officers  of  tho^Government  were 
concerned  in  the  transactions.  It  bad  been  very  difficult 
to  obtain  any  information  on  the  subject.  The  Kiile  that 
was  obUined  from  the  Departments  wss  like  drawing 
their  eye-teeth  out  of  them.  He  greatly  preferred  that 
the  investigation  should  be  intrusted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  this  House. 

Mr.  BELL  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  inves- 
tigate  the  transactions.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs had  bad  the  subject  under  examination,  and  had 
asked  leave  to  continue  it  during  the  recess,  which  had 
this  morning  been  refused  by  the  House.  This  was  the 
proper  constitutional  body  to  conduct  the  investigation, 
and  the  House  was  bound  to  do  it  in  behalf  of  tlicir  own 
character  and  the  honor  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  that  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Hou86  to  institute  an  investigfation  through  one  of  its 
committees,  he  certainly  would  not  oppose  it.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  in  favor  of  an  investigation,  in  any  and 
every  shape  it  might  be  proposed.  He(Mr.  L.)  had 
asked  for  an  inquiry  by  the  President  in  one  form,  in 
order  that  it  might  lead  to  a  judicial  investigation.  He 
presumed  that,  under  the  resolution  submitted,  the  Pres- 
ident would  feel  it  his  duty  to  require  of  the  district  at- 
torneys of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  a  critical,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, a  personal  examination  into  the  causes  of  the  Creek 
war;  and,  if  the  facts  warranted  it,  that  they  would  be 
required  to  institute  the  necessary  prosecutions.  If 
other  gentlemen  proposed  a  legislative  inquiry,  with  a 
view  to  legislative  action,  he  saw  no  reason  why  the 
proposition  should  be  'opposed. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  consulted  his  colleagues,  and  he 
spoke  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  delegation  of  Ala- 
bama in  saying  that  no  member  from  that  Slate  would 
vote  against  any  form  of  inquiry  that  the  House  might 
be  willing  to  adopt. 

Sir,  one  of  my  colleagues  [Mr.  Ltoh]  is  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  who,  from  his  practical 
knowledge  and  business  habits,  is,  in  my  estimation, 
peculiarly  fitted  to  undertake  this  investigation;  yet, 
from  a  sense  of  propriety,  which  I  highly  appreciate,  he 
wishes  it  distinctly  known  to  the  House  that  he  is  un- 
willing to  serve  as  one  of  the  committee  of  inquiry. 
Such,  sir,  are  my  own  feelings.  I  believe  that  no  mem- 
ber from  Alabama  or    Georgia,  nor  any  other  person 
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either  directly  or  remotely  connected  with  the  psrty 
pelitiet  of  that  section  oF  country,  ought  to  be  on  that 
committee.  If  a  committee  be  instituted,  it  ought  to  be 
entirely  free  from  personal,  sectional,  or  local  political 
bias.  1  hare  no  doubt  a  sub-committee  of  such  a  charac- 
ter could  be  formed  out  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs; and  of  all  other  committees,  that  one,  from  its  na- 
ture, and  its  recent  investigations  into  our  Indian  rela- 
tions, is  best  able  to  undertake  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion;  which. were  ordered,  and 
Mr.  JARVIS  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  HA  WES  said  there  were  frauds  enough  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Indians  and  the  public  lands  to  sink  any 
Government  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  and  he  wished  to 
see  who  it  was  that  committed  them,  and  who  were  en- 
gaged in  covering  them  up.  If  the  House  would  per- 
mit the  investigation  to  proceed,  it  would  save  millions 
of  dollars  to  the  Government.  Even  the  Indians  would 
discontinue  their  hostilities  when  they  found  Congress 
disposed  to  look  into  the  state  of  their  affairs,  and  the 
frauda  committed  upon  them. 

Mr.  CUSH  MAN  moved  the  previoui  question.  Lost* 
73  to  88. 

Mr.  WISE  urged  an  investigation  by  a  select  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that  the  objecrion  which  had  been 
urged  to  the  resolution  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
present  to  the  House  was  as  to  the  character  of  the 
agents  which  the  President  would  appoint  to  undertake 
the  proposed  investigation.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wiss]  has  said  that  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  have  heretofore  been  employed  in  the  Creek 
country  may  have  participated  in  these  alleged  frauds; 
and  to  send  them  out  again,  to  investigate  their  own 
frauds,  would  be  the  highest  absurdity.  Sir,  the  gentle- 
man appears  to  misapprehend  the  purport  both  of  the 
petition  and  resolution.  Neither  the  petition  nor  the  res- 
olution asks  that  the  frauds  which  have  been  committed 
upon  the  Indians  be  again  investigated,  with  a  view  to 
set  them  aside.  That  investigation  has  already  been  or- 
dered by  the  President,  and  is  now  going  on.  The  in- 
vestigation proposed  goes  a  step  farther,  and  asks  that 
an  inquiry  be  instituted  into  the  fact,  whether  those  who 
have  committed  frauds  upon  the  Indians  have  not  also 
excited  the  Indians  to  their  present  state  of  hostility, 
with  a  view  to  smother  and  prevent  the  investigation  of 
such  frauds.  It  is  a  more  grave  inquiry  than  one  of 
mere  frauds,  and  involves  an  offence  of  the  most  crimi- 
nal character,  which  can  only  be  punished  by  a  court  of 
justice.  If  agents  of  the  Government  have  been  engaged, 
from  any  cause  or  motive,  in  exciting  this  war,  the  inves- 
tigation would  reach  them  as  well  as  others. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  knows  me 
too  well  to  think  that  I  am  disposed  to  screen  Government 
agents,  or  any  other  class  of  men,  from  the  strictest  scru- 
tiny. On  the  contrary,  I  have  uniformly  avowed  my  de- 
sire to  give  the  broadest  range  to  ihe  in(;|uiry.  1  have 
not  of^en  been  suspected  of  yielding  too  implicit  confi- 
dence in  executive  discretion;  but  I  can  hardly  believe 
that  the  President  would  appoint  agents  to  investigate 
this  matter,  who  have  been  in  any  manner  connected 
with  certifying  Indian  contracts,  or  setting  aside  those 
contracts.  On  the  contrary,  I  ahould  suppose  that  he 
would  feel  it  his  duty  to  appoint  persons  totally  uncon- 
nected in  feeling  or  interest  with  these  transactions;  in- 
dividuals who  have  in  no  manner  been  connected  with 
the  criminations  and  recriminations  which  have  been 
dealt  out  between  the  Government  agents  and  the  land 
purchasers.  To  insure  the  appointment  of  the  most  dis- 
interested and  competent  agents^  and  to  meet  the  views 


of  gentlemen,  I  am  willing  to  modify  my  resolution  so 
as  to  authorize  the  President  to  institute  a  commission  of 
three  persons,  to  be  appointed  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  investigate  thoroughly  the 
whole  matter. 

After  having  said  thus  much  in  favor  of  his  resolution, 
Mr.  L.  said  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisb]  to  establish 
a  legislative  inquiry.  The  two  inquiries  can  go  on  to- 
gether, as  they  are  not  in  their  nature  incompatible. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  gentleman's  modification  would 

render  it  necessary  to  send  the  resolution  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LEWIS  withdrew  it  for  that  reason,  as  he  feared, 

at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  the  proposition  might 

be  lost  by  sending  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PEYTON  contended  that  a  double  investigation 
going  on  at  the  same  time  would  be  entirely  incompati- 
ble, and  would  embarrass  the  question  at  every  step  of 
the  investigation.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  and  not  leave  it  to  the  uncertain  mode  of 
executive  inquiry.  If  lef\  to  the  President,  he  would 
leave  the  selection  to  his  friends,  and  some  of  the  very  . 
individuals  implicated  might  be  aelected  for  the  purpose. 
Mr.  HOAR  contended  that  the  proposed  resolution 
gave  no  power  to  the  President;  for  he  could  now  direct 
precisely  the  same  investigation  without  it.  The  resolu- 
tion was  nothing  more  than  a  request  to  the  President  to 
do  his  duty,  but  conferred  upon  him  no  additional  power, 
nor  Imposed  any  additional  duty,  more  than  he  was  now 
in  possession  of.  To  Mr.  H.,  therefore,  it  appeared  that 
the  resohition  was  nugatory  and  improper. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  added  his  request  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  would  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to 
direct  an  inquiry  by  a  committee  of  the  House.  This 
House  was  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  by  it  the 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made.  It  was  a  matter  of  astonish- 
ment to  the  nation,  that  every  attempt  on  this  floor  to 
investigate  public  abuses  was  resisted  and  defeated. 
The  information  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  Execu- 
tive, however  well  disposed  he  might  be  to  afford  it. 
The  abuses  had  long  been  going  on  under  his  eyes,  but  they 
would  be  concealed,  as  they  had  heretofore  been  con- 
cealed, from  his  view.  Moreover,  this  House  was  clothed 
with  judicial  power,  and  could  command  the  attendance 
of  witnesses,  &c.,  which  the  President  could  not. 

Mr.  LEWIS  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  add  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs to  the  commission  proposed. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  that  this  waa 
as  important  a  matter  as  any  of  the  orders  of  the  day, ' 
and  he  therefore  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion* 

Mr.  LYON  said  this  subject  was  of  great  importance 
to  the  people  in  his  part  of  the  country,  if  it  was  not  to 
New  York. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  remarked  that  the  discussion 
would  occupy  the  whole  day.     Gentlemen  had  better 
take  an  opportunity  to  consult  and  agree  among  them- 
selves as  to  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  matter. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  71, 
naya  109. 
So  the  House  refused  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
Mr.  WISE  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  reference  to 
the  President,  and  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee  of 
the  House,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
to  sit  during  the  recess,  to  proceed  to  the  scene  of  the 
alleged  frauds,  and,  generally,  to  carry  on  the  investi- 
gation to  the  fullest  extent. 

Mr.  W.  said  those  who  had  been  en^ged  in  the  in- 
vestigation knew  best  where  to  look  for  mformation;  and 
he  therefore  proposed  to  include  some  of  the  members  of 
he  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on  the  committee.  The 
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cmirse  propoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabima  would, 
he  believed,  be  worse  than  useless.  It  would  have  the 
effect  to  cover  up  these  frauds,  instead  of  exposing  them. 

Mr»  LEWIS  said  he  had  consulted  his  colleagues,  and 
would  state  they  were  all  in  favor  of  the  widest  possible 
investigation.  He  accepted  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  as  a  modification  of  bis  resolution. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  wished  to  address  a  question  to  the 
mover  of  the  resolution.  Was  there  a  war  going  on  with 
the  Greeks  at  this  time? 

Mr.  LEWIS  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  in  that  case  he  should  not  vote 
for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BELL  stated  the  fact  that  agents  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government,  and  paid  for  the  investiga- 
tion  of  these  very  frauds.  The  adoption  of  Uie  resolu- 
tion, at  first  proposed,  would,  therefore,  add  nothing  to 
the  extent  of  the  inquiry  already  in  progress.  It  was  a 
part  of  the  business  of  the  Government  to  investigate 
these  frauds,  and  appropriations  were  regularly  asked 
and  made  for  the  purpose/ 

Mr.  RPILEY  stated  that  frauds  did  exist,  to  a  great 
extent,  as  he  bad  before  had  occasion  to  state  on  this 
floor.  But  agents  had  been  appointed  to  investigate 
them  and  bunt  them  down;  for  this  reason  be  thought  a 
•elect  committee  unnecessary.  He  would  authorize  the 
President  lo  send  agents  to  the  spot  to  investigate  the 
acts,  and  then  to  institute  a  suit  against  those  found  to 
be  guilty,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  condign  punishment. 
Ex  parte  examinations  by  committees  were  not  worth  a 
straw.  They  would  lead  to  no  results.  The  system  of 
fraud  was  more  extensive  than  any  one  here  imagined, 
and  it  was  to  be  ferreted  out  and  stopped  in  no  other 
way  than  by  examinations  on  the  spot,  and  the  immediate 
prosecution  of  the  individuals  implicated. 

Mr.  R.  moved  a  substitute  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  LYON  was  of  the  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be 
an  investigation  both  by  the  President  and  by  a  select 
committee  of  this  House.  A  committee  would  not  have 
the  power  to  arrest  and  punish  persons  found  guilty  of 
participation  in  the  frauds. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  was  satisfied,  (he  said,) 
by  the  remarks  which  bad  been  made,  that  it  was  im- 
proper to  commit  this  investigation  to  the  Executive.  It 
was  said  that  the  Executive  had  long  been  engaged  in 
these  inquiries,  but  as  they  had  not  succeeded  in  arrest- 
ing these  frauds,  he  wished  to  try  some  other  course. 
He  therefore  proposed,  as  a  substitute,  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee,  with  in- 
atructions  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  war  now 
going  on  with  the  Seminole  and  Creek  Indians,  the 
frauds  that  have  been  practised  on  any  of  said  Indians, 
or  those  of  any  other  tribe,  by  any  person  or  per- 
■ons  whatever,  and  into  the  management  of  our  Indian 
affairs  generally,  with  the  powers  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Wiss. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  admitted  (he  said)  that  this 
was  an  important  question t  but  he  implored  gentlemen, 
in  consideration  of  the  number  of  bills,  public  and  pri- 
vate, demanding  the  attention  of  the  House,  to  desist  from 
further  discussion,  and  take  the  question. 

Mr.  LYON  moved  the  previous  question;  but  it  was 
not  seconded. 

After  some  remsrks  from  Mr.  GRANTLAND, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  should  vote  against 
the  resolution,  because  he  was  convinced,  from  former 
experience  and  observation,  that  investigations  by  com- 
mittees of  this  House  were  utterly  impotent.  They  ^ere 
among  the  humbugs  of  the  day.  It  was  said  that  we 
could  confer  no  new  power  upon  the  President  by  a 
resolution  charging  him  with  the  investigation.  This 
was  true;  but  it  would  have  the  effect  to  direct  his  atten- 
tion specially  to  the  subject. 


Mr;  PEYTON  replied  to  the  remarks  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  York.  It  was  a  new  doctrine  that  this  House 
was  powerless  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  public 
frauds  and  abuses'.  This  was  not  the  doctrine  of  the 
House  when  the  United  States  Bank  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Executive.  A  reference  of  the  memo- 
rial to  the  President  was  an  evasion  of  the  inquiry  asked 
for;  and  it  was  a  part  of  the  system  in  pursuance  of  which 
this  House  had  steadily  refused,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, to  authorize  any  inquiry  into  public  abuses. 

Mr.  BYNUM  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  as  reflect- 
ing upon  the  President  and  the  party  which  supported 
him.  It  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  not  discharge  his  duty  in  this  matter.  He 
thought  it  idle,  also,  in  the  beat  of  battle,  to  stop  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  war;  but  he  would  prefer 
the  course  proposed  by  the  gentlemsn  from  Louinana, 
[Mr.  RiPLST,]  to  any  other  that  had  been  suggested. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  the 
right  of  the  House  to  make  the  inquiry  solicited  by  the 
memorialists,  and  the  expediency  of  the  exercise  of  that 
right.  To  refer  the  memorial  to  the  President  would 
be  no  answer  to  the  memorialists,  and  would  be  an  aban- 
donment of  the  constitutional  power  of  this  Houae.  It 
was  well  known,  too,  that  the  President  was  in  posses 
sion  of  all  the  power  over  this  subject  which  this  House 
could  impart  to  him.  He  had  the  power  to  carry  into 
execution  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  and  he  was  said 
to  be  now  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  the  subject. 
We  could  give  him  no  additional  power.  All  we  could 
do,  by  the  course  which  some  gentlemen  advocated,  was 
to  lay  the  livep,  the  fortunes,  and  the  feelings  of  our  con- 
stituents, at  his  feet.  He  would  consider  such  a  course 
as  a  denial  of  the  right  of  the  memorialists  to  petition 
this  House  for  the  redress  of  the  grievance  of  which  they 
complained.  Mr.  A.  said  he  felt  it'his  duty,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  make  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the  extraordi- 
nary doctrine  maintained  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  MiwN.]  He  understood  that  gentleman  to 
maintain  that  the  exercise  of  any  power  by  thi8*Houseto 
investigate  the  circumstances  attending  public  frauds, 
abuscF,  violence,  or  wars,  was  a  mere  humbug. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  explained.  In  all  cases, 
heretofore,  investigations  by  the  House  and  its  commit- 
tees had  proved  to  be  a  humbug.  That  was  what  he 
said. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  was  a  sentiment  impeaching  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  But  he  would  take 
issue  with  the  gentleman  as  to  the  fact.  Was  the  inves- 
tigation into  the  abuses  of  the  Post  Ofiice  a  humbug f 
and  was  there  ever  an  inquiry  which  was  more  steadily 
resisted,  step  by  step,  than  that  was ^  It  was  very  fu-, 
however,  from  proving  lo  be  a  humbug  in  the  eyes  of 
the  majority  of  this  House,  or  of  this  nation.  Was  it 
not  then  contended  that,  in  the  management  of  that  De- 
partment, there  was  nothing  that  was  corrap%  or  irregu- 
lar, or  even  improvident  ?  The  gentleman  himself  would 
hardly  rise  and  maintain  that  position  now,  however 
much  he  might  have  been  disposed  to  do  it  during  the 
progress  of  that  humbtig. 

Mr.  MANN  said  that  investigation  was  no  exception 
to  his  remark.  It  resulted  in  two  reports  of  contradicto- 
ry character. 

'  Mr.  ADAMS  pursued  this  topic  at  some  length;  and, 
when  he  concluded. 

The  House  took  a  recess. 

EvKiriira  Sxssioir. 
FORTIFICATIONS. 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tion, returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments,  was 
taken  up. 
The  amendments  were  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  clause 


Digitized  byLiiOOQlC 


4585 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4586 


JuiT  ],  1836.] 


Creek  Indians. 


[H.  OF  R. 


authorizing^  the  purchase  of  aites,  the  conatruction  of 
arsenals  and  depots  for  arms,  in  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and 
Tennessee,  provided  the  same  should  not  cost  over 
1(14^000  each,  and  toaild  a  section  providing  that  the  ap« 
proprtations  should  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  only  as 
they  were  wanted  for  actual  disbursement. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  said  he  hoped  both  amendments 
would  be  concurred  in.  The  first  was  made  in  the 
Senate  because  the  same  items  were  embraced  in  another 
bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate;  and  the  second  was 
one  proposed  in  the  House,  but  cut  off  by  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Vermont,  said  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  concur  in  the  first  amendment,  which  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  #42,000  for  de- 
pots of  arms  in  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  He  wished  that  appropriation  retained  in 
this  bill  for  the  very  reason  which  had  been  assigned  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
striking  it  out,  viz:  that  it  was  contained  in  another  bill 
which  bad  passed  the  Senate  and  been  sent  to  this  House. 
That  other  bill  contained  appropriations  of  between 
four  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  for  objects 
which,  when  once  begun,  would  require  additional  ap- 
propriations of  a  million  or  more  to  complete  them.  He 
believed  all  the  appropriations  contained  in  that  bill 
were  unnecessary  and  useless,  except  tho^e  for  these 
depots  of  arms.  He  was  for  retaining  the  appropriation 
in  the  present  bill,  because  he  supposed  it  was  one 
which  ou^ht  to  be  made,  and  because  he  did  not  wish 
the  other  bill  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  atreng^h  which 
this  appropriation,  if  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
concurred  in,  might  give  it.  He  wished  that  bill  to 
stand  alone,  unaided  by  this  proper  appropriation;  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  non-concur  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  and  reject  the  other  >ill  whenever 
it  came  up  for  consideration. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  DUNLAP,  ASH- 
LBY,  and  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  the  question  was  taken 
upon  concurring  in  the  first  amendment,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  second  amendment  was  then  concurred  in. 

CREEK  INDIANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  frauds  in  Creek  lands. 

Mr.  TItflst  had  moved  to  strike  out  the  modification 
submitted  by  Mr.  Wiaa,  and  accepted  by  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  so  as  to  leave  tbe  resolution  as  it  was 
originally  submitted. 

Mr.  R.  Gablakd,  of  Louisians,  had  moved  a  sub- 
stitute, proposing  to  raise  a  select  committee  of 
^  members,  to  have  three  ntembers  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflfairs  on  said  committee,  subsequently  modi- 
fied by  striking  out  the  part  relative  to  there  being  three 
members  of  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  briefly  replied  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.] 

Mr.  BELL  believed  I  bat  millions  had  been  expended 
by  these  abuses  in  relation  to  frauds,  and  he  believed 
that  tbe  Creek  war  had  grown  out  of  these  abuses.  He 
did  not  impute  any  improper  motives  in  officers  of  the 
Government,  yet  snch  was  tbe  fact.  He  believed  the 
investigations  heretofore  instituted  had  proved  abortive, 
although  be  doubted  not  they  were  instituted  with  the 
purest  motives.  He  did  not  believe  we  should  ever  know 
the  truth  in  relation  to  those  frauds,  until  a  committee 
was  sent  to  investigate  the  matter,  with  more  power  thAn 
the  agents  had  whirh  had  heretofore  been  sent  there. 
He  thought  much  might  be  done  by  instituting  an  in- 
quiry, and  he  thought  the  country  called  for  it.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  the 
most  proper  committee  to  refer  this  subject  to,  although 


he  did  not  think  that  he  himself  would  be  able  to  attend 
to  the  duties  which  would  be  required  of  that  committee. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  would,  with  great 
pleaaure,  have  voted  for  the  resolution  originally  intro- 
duced by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [VIr. 
Lawis,]  but  he  could  not,  and  would  not,  vote  for  it 
now,  after  the  gentleman  had  accepted  of  the  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  WisB.]  The  gentleman  from  Alabama,  who 
was  most  particularly  interested  in  the  subject-matter  to 
which  the  resolution  referred,  in  having  the  alleged 
frauds  ferreted  out,  had,  no  doubt,  introduced  his  reso- 
lution after  most  mature  deliberation.  He  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  taking  any  step  here  without  looking  well 
to  its  effects  and  its  consequences,  both  immediate  and 
ulterior;  and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  here  to  be  able 
to  add,  in  relation  to  that  honorable  gentleman,  that  the 
efficient,  able,  and,  ao  far  as  regarded  the  administra- 
tion, he  might  add,  the  candid  manner  in  which  he 
treated  the  interests  of  that  portion  of  our  Southern 
country  which  is  threatened  or  scourged  with  an  Indian 
war,  constituted  an  ample  guarantee  that  every  thing  that 
he  proposed  or  moved  in  relation  to  that  interesting  sub- 
ject was  tha  result  of  all  becoming  care  and  reflection. 
Though  an  opposition  member,  he  had  proved  himself 
above  making  the  Indian  wars  that  had  so  suddenly 
visited  some  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  South,  pretexts 
for  attacking  and  imptiting  blame  to  the  administration; 
on  the  contrary,  he  had  evinced  a  disposition,  which  he 
(Mr.  y.)  could  wish  that  mnny  gentlemen  would  recip- 
rocate and  emulate,  to  do  tbe  administration  full  justice; 
and,  after  the  candid  and  magnanimous  course  which  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama '  had  pursued,  touching  our 
Indian  troubles,  it  was  not  surprising  that  there  had 
been  a  strong  predisposition  here,  with  even  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  to  gmtify  that  gentleman  in  refa- 
tion  to  appropriations  for  the  relief  of  those  whose  posi- 
tion exposed  them  to  the  losses  and  dangers  of  those 
desolating  wars;  and  to  think  rather  favorably  of  propo- 
sitions that  he  might  originate  or  offer  in  relation  to  that 
interesting  subject.  The  gentleman's  original  proposi- 
tion of  this  morning  would  most  assuredly  have  com- 
manded a  most  triumphant  majority,  if  not  an  almost 
unanimous  vote;  and  he  (Mr.  V.)  very  much  regretted 
that  he  had  yielded  to  the  importunitiea  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisb,]  and  had  accepted 
of  his  resolution  aa  a  modification  of  his  own.  He  now 
very  much  feared  that  he  had,  by  this  act  of  acceptance, 
jeoparded  the  success  of  the  measure  in  any  form;  nay, 
that  he  had  secured  the  entire  frustration  of  the  object 
he  had  in  view  when  he  offered  the  memorial  and  intro- 
duced his  resolution  this  morning. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Peitok]  was 
responsible  for  introducing  •*  party"  into  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject.  He  had,  as  usual,  treated  us  with 
the  old  hackneyed  catchwords  of  **  the  party.''  Were 
there  any  of  the  friends  of  the  administration  here,  any 
who  could  not  be  intimidated  or  driven  front  their  prin- 
ciples by  satirical  sneers  and  sarcastic  appellations^  If 
there  were  any  such,  he  would  earnestly  and  respect- 
fully beg  them  to  look  well  to  the  import  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  as  it  now  was,  after 
the  incorporation  of  the  modification  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  before  they  voted  for  it.  He  would  ask 
the  friends  of  the  administration,  he  hoped  he  might 
still  say  he  would  ask  a  majority  of  this  House,  whether 
they  could  vote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form, 
when  it  involved  such  a  direct  imputation  of  gross  de- 
linquency on  the  part  of  the*  executive  branch  of  this 
Government?  What  did  the  resolution  now  propose? 
Why,  it  proposed  to  appoint  a  select  committee,  not 
only  to  inquire  into  the  alleged  frauds  upon  the  Indians, 
but  also  to  inquire  into  the  causes^of  tt^Al^^l^K^^^^l 
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and  this,  too,  after  the  repeated  invectivei  of  the  g^ntle- 
mtn  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisb,]  against  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  for  not  reporting  or  disclo- 
ting  to  us  the  true  causes  of  the  Seminole  war.  Have 
the  friends  of  the  administration  lost  their  recollection  ? 
If  not,  will  they  not  bear  me  witness  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  again  and  again  charged  the  Execu- 
tive with  a  most  culpable  omiuion  to  communicate  to  us 
the  true  causes  of  the  Seminole  hostilities?  has  again  and 
again  denounced  what  he  seemed  to  suppose  was  contu- 
macy in  the  Executive,  for  not  answering  calls,  and  not 
fiivoring  us  with  the  necessary  light  on  this  subject? 
And  are  those  who  claim  to  belong,  who  are,  like  my- 
self, proud  to  belong  to  *•  the  party,"  are  they  ready  to 
Tote  for  a  resolution  which  involves  an  admission  that 
these  oft-repeated  complaints  are  well  founded?  which 
does  even  more  than  this:  which  involves  an  appeal  from 
this  alleged  delinquency  and  contumacy  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  an  itinerant  and  most  powerless  committee  of 
this  Housed  Let  gentlemen  show,  by  their  votes  on  this 
occasion,  how  credulous  and  confiding  an  ear  they  lend 
here  to  accusations  against  that  good  old  man,  who  has 

Siven  such  noble,  such  repeated,  such  ample  pledges  of 
evotion  to  the  best  interests  of  his  beloved  country. 
Are  they  willing  to  say,  by  their  votes,  without  evidence, 
that  he  has  been  grossly  remiss,  that  he  has  been  guilty 
of  a  sin  of  omission  that  should  expose  him  to  the  seve- 
rest reprehension  of  all  honest  men?  Let  them  answer 
by  their  votes. 

He  (Mr.  V.)  could  not  but  admire  the  tactics  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginias  and  he  hoped  that 
upon  this  occasion  he  would  not  by  success  exemplify  a 
remark  which  he  made  a  few  days  ajp  in  a  speech  on 
the  deposite  bill,  after  its  passage.  He  then  pronounced 
a  high  eulogium  upon  a  distinguished  member  of  (he 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  told  us  that  the 
skill  and  tact  with  which  that  gentleman  had  secured 
the  success  of  his  favorite  measure  were  enough  to  gain 
him  immortal  famei  that  he  knew  when  and  where  to 
strike)  that  upon  that  occasion  he  had  made  a  dash  at 
the  covey,  and  the  birds  had  scattered  and  divided.  It 
would  seem  that  the  honorable  gentleman  now  means  to 
imitate  the  example  of  that  distinguished  man.  He  has 
thrown  in  among  the  flock,  and  he  hopes  to  scatter  and 
divide  them;  but  they  have  not  yet  mounted  on  the  wing, 
and  all  time  for  reBection  has  not  yet  parsed.  The  gen- 
tleman well  knew  that  a  bald  and  naked  proposition  of 
his  own,  \o  raise  a  committee  t<>  inquire  into  the  cause  s 
of  the  Seminole  war,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the 
President  had  refused  to  communicate  it,  would  not  for 
a  moment  be  sustained  by  this  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Alabama  introduces  a  resolution 
that  the  President  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  frauds 
upon  the  Indians}  and  then  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
very  opportunely,  as  he  no  doubt  supposed,  offers  his 
amendment,  by  which  he  not  only  proposes  to  transfer 
the  subject  of  the  resolution  to  one  of  the  travelling 
committees  of  this  House,  but  incorporates  another  mat- 
ter which  involves  a  direct  imputation  of  delinquency 
upon  the  Executives  which  proposes  an  inquiry  into 
roattera  which  the  gentleman  has  so  often  told  us  that 
the  Executive  has  so  culpably  neglected  to  disclose  to 
us.  He  doubtless  supposes  that  the  overweening,  the 
very  laudable  anxiety  of  the  friends  of  the  administration 
to  eviscerate  the  numerous  frauds  upon  the  Indians, 
would  tempt  and  control  enough  of  them  to  secure  suc- 
cess to  his  amendment — to  swallow  it,  though  it  was 
made  both  bitter  and  acid  by  the  implication  of  gross 
neglect  on  the  part  of  their  venerated  President.  It  re- 
mains to  be  seen,  sir,  whether  his  tactics  will  frighten 
and  scatter  enough  of  our  friends  here  to  secure  the  tri- 
umph of  the  honorable  gentleman's  favorite  measure. 
He  (Mr.  V.)  trusted  not,  when  they  now  saw  what  it 


was.  The  pill  was  not  sufficiently  gilded  to  deceive  and 
delude  enough  for  the  purposes  of  success. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  was  far,  very  far,  from  being  desirous 
that  any  of  the  frauds  in  question  should  be  concealed; 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  for  adopting  the  most  efficient 
measures  to  bring  them  to  the  light  and  to  the  execration 
of  the  world.  He  was  in  favor  of  instituting  a  commis- 
sion by  law  to  inquire  into  them.  He  was  for  three 
commissioners,  nominated  by  the  President,  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  Senate,  who  should  be  invested  with  the 
most  plenary  powers  to  ferret  out  the  dark  doings  that 
we  had  heard  so  much  talked  about.  How  much  more 
efficient  would  be  such  a  commission,  than  a  committee 
appointed  by  this  House.  The  one  would  be  the  crea- 
ture of  the  entire  legislative  power  of  this  Government, 
with  powera  adequate  to  the  full  execution  of  its  duties; 
the  other  would  be  the  miserable,  rickety,  and  impotent 
creature  of  one  branch  of  the  Legislature,  with  powers 
uncertain,  undefined,  and,  for  all  efficient  purposes,  very 
doubtful.  He  of  course  meant  nothing  personally  disre- 
spectful to  any  of  the  committees  of  this  House;  be  used 
this  language  only  to  express  their  impotency,  and  entire 
insufficiency  for  the  occasion.  He  was  astonished,  very 
much  astonished,  now,  to  see  these  interregnum  travelling 
committees  such  peculiar  and  strong  favorites  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adims.] 
He  heard  a  very  different  language  from  that  gentleman 
on  a  former  occasion.  Only  two  short  yeara  ago  we  ap- 
pointed a  select  committee,  with  all  the  powera  that  It 
was  competent  for  this  House  to  confer,  to  inquire  into 
the  trsnsactions  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  It 
was  an  able  committee,  and  one  composed  of  as  able 
men  as  graced  this  floor.  Well,  they  repaired  to  Phila- 
delphia, with  their  power  of  attorney  to  send  for  persons 
and  papera;  summoned  Nicholas  Biddle,  E%q.,  to  appear 
before  them,  to  make  certain  discoveries  which  they 
sought.  Mr.  Biddle  appeared,  but  ve^y  politely  refuaed 
to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  they  returned  to  us,  just  as  wise,  in  relation  to 
the  doings  of  Mr.  Biddle  and  bis  bank,  as^when  they  left 
us.  They  reported  to  us  the  contumacy  of  Mr.  Biddle, 
his  virtual  defiance  of  their  powera  and  the  powen  of 
this  House;  and  where  was  the  member  here,  who,  amid 
the  doubt  and  uncertainty  as  to  the  powers  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  all  felt,  deemed  it  prudent  to  propose  or 
originate  any  order  against  the  president  or  cashier  of 
the  bank?  Who  has  forgotten  a  speech  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Anivs]  delivered  on 
that  occasion,  to  demonstrate  the  impotency  of  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House,  and  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the  farce 
that  would  be  played  off  here  in  any  effort  that  might 
be  made  to  enforce  its  imaginary  powera.  Never  was 
any  body  more  triumphantly  satirized  than  was  on  that 
occasion  one  of  these  fishing  "  person  and  paper*'  com- 
mittees of  this  House.  The  ridicule  which  he  then  lav- 
ished upon  such  a  committee  and  its  fancied  powers  was 
indeed  overwhelming.  He  gave  us,  as  many  gentlemen 
here  will  recollect,  a  most  graphic  fancy  aketch  of  the 
forms  through  which  we  would  go  to  vindicate  our  own 
dignity  and  the  powera  of  this  House.  He  imagined  that 
we  would  send  our  Sergeant-at-arms  to  take  Mr.  Biddle 
and  all  his  directors,  and  the  valiant  and  puissant  Sergeant 
returning  with  his  troop  of  prisoners,  and  being  asked 
how  he  took  and  secured  them  all,  (answering  in  the 
triumphant  tone  and  langufige  of  a  certain  other  single 
valiant  sergeant,)  would  respond,  "why,  sir,  I  sur- 
rounded all  of  them!"  This  memorable  and  able  speech 
many  here  would  recollect,  for  it  had  made  an  indelible 
impression  upon  his  (Mr.  V's)  mind;  and  now  we  had 
just  heard  the  same  gentleman  make  just  as  able  a  speech 
on  the  other  side  of  the  question!  The  opinions  of  men, 
Mr.  Speaker!  what  sudden,  what  miraculous  changes 
they  ofttimes  undergo! 
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The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  liassachasetts 
struck  him  in  many  respects  as  a  very  strange  one.  He 
had  told  u4that  his  (Mr.  V's)  colleague,  in  opposing  the 
appointment  of  such  a  committee  in  cases  of  this  kind, 
had  surrendered  nearly  the  whole  of  the  impeaching 
power  of  this  House.  If  he  had  not  the  utmost  respect 
for  the  character  and  the  opinions  of  the  venerable  and 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  he  would 
say,  that  to  talk  of  such  a  committee  as  auxiliary  to  the 
impeaching  power,  was  absurd  in  the  extreme.  Was 
there  a  proposition  here  to  impeach  any  officer  of  this 
Government  for  official  maI-conduct{  and  were  the  pow- 
ers of  such  a  committee  invoked  to  inquire  preliminarily 
into  facts,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  suffi- 
cient ground  for  impeachment?  He  had  heard  noth- 
ing of  the  kind.  How,  then,  could  the  gentleman  tell  us 
that  this  committee  was  required  as  auxiliary  to  the  im- 
peaching power,  when  no  officer  was  charged  with  any 
offence  requiring  or  justifying  impeachment*  and  when 
all  that  was  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  committee  was 
to  go  on  an  inquisitorial  expedition  against  a  horde  of 
speculators  upon  the  rights  and  property  of  the  Indians^ 
If  any  gentleman  would  rise  here  in  his  place  and  tell  us, 
on  the  responsibility  of  his  high  station,  that  he  had  reason 
to  believe  that  a  public  officer  had  committed  an  im- 
peachable offence,  he  could  well,  in  that  event,  imagine 
the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  grounds  of  accusation.  This  would  be  a  committee 
auxiliary  to  the  impeaching  power;  but  the  one  which 
you  now  proposed  to  create  had  none  of  the  character- 
istics, and  would  go  In  pursuit  of  none  of  the  objects,  of 
such  a  committee. 

There  was  another  reason  why  be  would  vote  against 
the  appointment  of  the  committee  contemplated  by  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  Presi- 
dent bad  already  appointed  competent  agents  to  inquire 
into  these  frauds,  and  he  was  credibly  informed  that  those 
agents  had  executed  their  duties  most  vigorously  and 
efficiently.  The  President  could  clothe  them  with  all 
the  powers  with  which  we  could  invest  a  committee  of 
this  House.  Why,  while  one  tribunal  was  investigating 
these  matters,  should  we  supersede  its  authority  by  ap- 
pointing another  vastly  more  expensive,  and  not  one  par* 
tide  more  efficient?  Why  adopt  a  proceeding  that  was 
based  upon  a  distrust  of  the  Executive,  since  every  one 
who  knows  the  President,  knows  full  well  that  if  fraud 
has  an  implacable  and  uncompromising  enemy  on  earth, 
it  is  Andrew  Jackson;  and  more  especially  since  he  has 
so  promptly  caused  inquiry  to  be  made  into  these  frauds? 
Let  the  friends  of  the  President  answer  by  their  votes. 

Mr.  BOON  called  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  of 
the  people  of  the  whole  country,  to  the  many  important 
-  subjects  yet  unacted  on,  in  consequence  of  this  untimely 
proposition  and  the  discussion  thereon.  The  bill  to  re- 
organize the  General  Land  Office  was  one  of  the  most 
abiding  and  deepest  interest  to  the  whole  people  of  the 
Weat;  and  if  a  discussion  of  this  kind  was  to  go  on,  that 
bill  would  remain  unacted  on.  He  therefore  moved  to 
lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  80, 
naya  99. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said,  after  the  repeated  attempts  which 
have  been  made  to  strangle  the  investigation  which  he 
proposed,  by  motions  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  motions 
to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  after  the.signal 
failure  which  had  just  attended  the  last  attempt  of  that 
kind,  be  trusted  that  the  House  would,  in  that  form  which 
it  thought  best,  pass  the  resolution  of  inquiry.  He  (Mr. 
L.)  had  introduced  his  resolution  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day*  through  the  special  indulgence  of  the  House,  and 
he  believed  then  it  would  not  occupy  more  than  fire 


minutes  of  the  precious  time  of  the  session.  In  the 
course  of  his  whole  legislative  experience,  which  had  not 
been  inconsiderable,  be  was  never  more  disappointed. 

While  all,  with  a  single  exception,  were  in  favor  of 
the  investigation,  no  two  gentlemen  seemed  to  be  of  the 
same  opinion  as  to  the  authority  under  which,  and  the 
agents  by  whom,  it  ought  to  be  conducted.  No  sooner 
vas  his  resolution  offered^  than  it  was  objected  that  it 
required  the  President  to  do  no  more  than  it  was  his 
duty  to  do-without  the  resolution;  and  that,  if  the  invea^ 
tigation  was  to  be  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
agents  which  had  already  been  engaged  in  the  Creek 
country,  it  would  in  fact  amount  to  stifling  the  in- 
quiry. Now,  after  a  discussion  of  more  than  seven  hours, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Vahdxbpobl]  in- 
forms us  that  the  resolution  in  its  original  form  would 
have  commanded  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  and  that  ia 
its  present  form  it  would  not  receive  the  sanction  of  a 
majority  of  the  House. 

Sir,  I  introduced  the  resolution  in  that  shape  in  which 
I  thought,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  it  was  most 
likely  to  meet  the  aasent  of  this  House.  I  proposed 
such  an  inquiry  as  all  must  admit,  whatever  other  form 
they  may  desire  this  investigation  to  assume,  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  bring  legal  punishment  upon  the  offences 
charged  in  the  petition.  Having  opened  the  door  of 
inquiry,  was  I  to  shut  it  in  the  faces  of  those  who  de- 
sired it  to  be  more  thorough?  Was  it  my  duty  to  limit 
an  investigation  which  I  myself  had  proposed?  Could 
gentlemen  have  expected  me  to  say  that  I  was  willing 
to  yield  an  inquiry  to  the  Executive,  and  not  to  the 
legislative  department  of  this  Government?  When 
charges  are  brought  against  a  portion  of  my  constituents^ 
would  I  not,  as  their  Representative,  dishonor  them,  by 
evsding  or  skulking  from  any  inquiry,  however  rigid? 

No,  sir,  I  repeat  what  I  have  before  more  than  once 
had  occasion  to  say,  that  I  go  for  the  fullest,  broadest, 
deepest,  aud  most  thorough  investigation  which  may  be 
proposed.  Every  principle  of  self-respect,  every  feel- 
ing of  sensibility  to  the  honor  of  those  I  represent,  re- 
quires me  to  pursue  this  line  of  conduct,  ana  those  who 
expect  me  to  depart  from  it  have  mistaken  my  character. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  YAsoxBrosL] 
has  been  pleased  to  allude,  in  a  most  complimentary  man- 
ner, to  the  course  which  I  have  heretofore  taken  in  re- 
lation to  questions  growing  out  of  the  Creek  war;  while 
at  the  same  time  he  alleges  that,  by  yielding  to  the  im- 
portunities of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,] 
I  have  given  to  this  question  a  party  aspect,  and  en- 
dangered the  passage  of  my  resolution  in  any  form. 
While  the  gentleman  has  done  me  more  than  justice  in 
relation  to  my  past  course,  he  has  done  me  much  injus- 
tice on  the  present  occasion. 

Sir,  I  have  pursued  on  this  subject  the  same  course 
which  I  have  pursued  on  all  subjects  connected  with  our 
relations  with  the  Creek  Indians.  Although,  in  general, 
I  prosecute  my  party  purposes  with  as  much  zeal  and 
steadiness  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  I  have  looked 
upon  the  calamities  of  the  Indian  war  with  which  my 
constituents  have  been  scourged  as  too  serious  in  its  con- 
sequences, too  disastrous  in  its  results,  to  be  made  a 
topic  of  parly  discussion.  When  it  was  charged  upon 
thia  floor  that  the  administration  had  been  indifferent  to 
the  rights  of  the  Indians,  and,  by  not  taking  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  set  aside  the  frauds  in  the  sales  of  their 
reservations,  had  brought  on  the  war,  I  stated  what  I 
now  take  pleasure  in  repeating,  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  had,  to  my  own  knowledge,  used  every  possible 
exertion  to  investigate  and  annul  such  fraudulent  con- 
tracts; that  three  agents  were  appointed,  and  were  in 
fact  investigating  these  alleged  frauds  up  to  the  very 
moment  when  hostilities  commenced;  and  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  respectable  eitizens  in  that  section  of 
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the  eountry,the  course  of  the  administration,  so  far  from 
being  harsh  and  cruel  to  the  Indian^  was  more  mild  and 
liberal  than  treaty  stipulations  required.  That  instead 
of  continuing*  the  investigations  of  frauds,  measures  of  a 
more  decisive  character  towards  their  removal  should 
have  been  earlier  used,  and  that  in  fact  the  safety  of  the 
white  settler  had  been  too  much  sacrificed  in  the  attempt 
to  do  the  most  ample  justice  to  the  rights  of  the  Indian. 
And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these  declarations,  I  am  charged 
with  pursuing  a  course  which,  by  subserving  the  purpo- 
ses of  party,  would  do  injustice  to  the  administration. 

Sir,  if  other  considerations  did  not  restrain  me,  I  owe 
too  much  to  the  repeated  kindness  of  this  House,  to  the 
indulgent  liberality  with  which  even  my  political  oppo- 
se nts  tiave  sustained  every  legislative  eflTort  I  have  made 
for  the  defence  of  my  constituents  against  a  savage 
enemy,  to  allow  me  to  mingle  one  sentiment  of  party 
with  the  conaideration  of  this  question. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  VAirniBPOKL] 
has  told  us  that  an  investigstion  of  the  frauds  in  the  sale 
of  Indian  reservations  has  been  and  is  now  going  on, 
under  the  authority  and  by  the  agents  of  the  President; 
and  thst  the  object  of  the  resolution  in  its  amended  form 
is  to  withdraw  the  subject  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  to  place  it  before  a  committee  of  this  House. 
I  must  tell  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  as  I  have  be- 
fore had  to  tell  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss,] 
that  he  mistakes  the  object  of  the  proposed  inquiry.  It 
is  not  proposed,  I  must  again  repeat,  to  investigate  or  to 
set  aside  the  frauds  in  the-  purchase  of  Indian  reserva- 
tions, but  to  inquire  whether  those  who  have  committed 
these  frauds,  or  any  others,  have  been  guilty  of  exciting 
the  Indians  to  hostilities,  and,  by  such  means,  of  produ- 
cing the  present  war.  The  President  has  the  investiga- 
tion  of  the  frauds  in  his  own  hands  under  the  treaty,  and 
it  is  not  proposed  to  interfere  with  that  subject.  The 
present  question  i#,  whether  an  inquiry  into  the  causes 
and  authors  of  the  Creek  war  shall  be  instituted  by 
agents  appointed  by  the  President,  or  by  a  committee  of 
this  House.  Sir,  I  have  not  charged,  or  intended  to 
charge,  either  by  word  or  by  implication,  that  the  Pres- 
ident would  not  prosecute  this  -tnquiry  with  the  utmost 
vigor.  On  the  contrary,  I  l\ave  no  doubt  that  the  charges 
contained  in  the  petition  having  been  brought  to  his 
notice,  he  will  feel  it  his  duty,  whether  this  resolution 
passes  or  not,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  a  full,  fair,  and 
satisfactory  examination  of  the  whole  subject.  Should 
the  House  refuse  to  order  an  investigation,  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  delegation  from  Alabama  to  submit  the 
matter  to  his  consideration,  that  he  may  order  such  in- 
quiry as  he  may  think  the  occasion  requires. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  hss  been  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise, 
to  witness  with  what  zeal  an  investigation  by  a  commit- 
tee of  this  House  has  been  opposed,  and  with  what  per- 
tinacity it  has  been  insisted  that  the  appointment  of  such 
a  committee  would  imply  mistrust  and  disrespect  to- 
wsrds  the  President.  8>r,  I  have  not  viewed  the  sub- 
ject in  that  light,  nor  have  I  advocated  it  from  such  feel- 
ings. What,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  this  House  cannot, 
for  legislative  purposes,  procure  information  by  a  legis- 
lative committee?  Are  we  to  be  dependent  on  execu- 
tive agents,  and  executive  inquiries,  for  that  informa- 
tion which  is  to  guide  us  in  the  discharge  of  our  legisla- 
tive duties? 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  Government 
has  it  been  argued  that  a  committee  of  this  Houte  have 
not  the  power  to  procure  any  information  which  the 
House  may  want;  and  that  the  Executive,  through  his 
agents,  alone  possesses  such  power.  What  preroga- 
tives appertain  to  executive  agents,  that  do  not  belong 
to  a  committee  of  this  House?  Cannot  our  committee 
be  intrusted  with  the  authority  to  send  for  persona^nd 
papers,  and  can  such  authority  emanate  from  the  Presi- 


dent? Sir,  as  much  as  gentlemen  may  deprecate  the 
powers  of  a  committee,  they  can  be,  and  often  are, 
clothed  with  all  the  powers  that  belong  to  this  House; 
and  to  abandon  the  use  of  committees  in  procuring  com- 
pulsory information,  for  legislative  purposes,  is  to  yield 
up  one  of  the  most  important  powers  which  belong  to 
the  legislative  department  of  this  Government.  Sir,  a 
word  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  I  have  done. 
That  gentleman,  while  he  has  so  highly  commended  mj 
course  in  avoiding  all  appeals  to  party  feelings,  in  dis- 
cussing questions  of  this  character,  will  pardon  me  when 
I  tell  him  he  has  not  followed  the  example  be  so  much 
approves.  Sir,  a  more  decided  party  rally  1  have  not 
heard  during  tills  session  than  that  which  the  gentle- 
man has  thought  proper  to  make  in  opposition  to  an  in- 
quiry by  a  committee  of  this  House.  He  charges  that 
proposition  with  being  an  attack  on  the  Executive,  as 
evincing  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  President,  and  calls 
on  the  friends  of  the  President  to  **  answer  by  their 
votes."  I  must  say  to  the  gentleman  that,  in  my  opinion, 
this  appeal  ia  not  only  ill-timed,  but  unjust,  ao  far  as  it 
was  intended  to  be  made  applicable  to  me,  or  the  course 
1  have  thought. proper  to  pursue.  I  say  again  to  the 
friends  of  the  President,  that,  in  supporting  the  proposi- 
tion for  an  additional  inquiry  by  a  committee  of  this 
House,  it  is  the  farthest  from  my  intention  to  throw  any 
imputation  on  the  fairness  or  efficiency  with  which  I  be- 
lieve he  will  prosecute  his  branch  of  the  inquiry.  My 
only  object  is  to  give  the  greatest  possible  latitude  to  the 
investigation, "and  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  skulking 
from  an  inquiry  into  charges  affecting  the  honor  of  a  por- 
tion of  my  constituents. 

Mr.  GRANTLAND  said  that  the  Georgia  delegation 
concurred  fully  in  all  that  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  as  to  the  disposition  evinced  by  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War  to  have  a  strict  investi- 
gation of  the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in 
certifying  contracts  for  Creek  Indian  lands.  At  the  sug- 
gestion and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Georgia  dele- 
gation, two  additional  commissioners,  gentlemen  of  high 
character,  were  appointed  several  months  ago,  to  aid 
Colonel  Hogan  in  bringing  that  investigation  to  a  speedy 
close.  While  that  Investigation  was  in  progress,  it  was 
arrested  by  the  commencement  of  Indian  hostility. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previous  question i 
but  the  House  refused  to  second  it:  Yeas  70,  nays  73. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  SUTHERLAND  and 
LEWIS, 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Gaalavd  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Riyi.xt 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  was  moved 
as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Wiax,  and  accepted  by  the 
mover  as  a  modification,  which  left  it  as  originally  of- 
fered. 

On  this  question  Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 
Yeas  93,  nays  89. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  WISE  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  on  the 
subject,  and  renewed  his  amendment  as  an  addition. 

Mr.  PEYTON  addressed  the  House  to  the  following 
effect: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  equal  mortification  and  aston- 
ishment that  1  have  witnessed  the  introduction  of  party 
into  this  discussion.  Sir,  has  it  come  to  this  in  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  that,  upon  questions  of  fraud,  the  watch- 
word of  *'  party"  is  to  be  raised?  Why,  sir,  is  there  a 
party  here  which  avows  itself  the  advocate  of  fraud,  and 
another  party  which  declares  open,  undisguised  war 
against  fraud?    If  so,  then  1  ftra  proud  to  proclaim  my- 
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self  M  belonging  to  the  anti-fraud  party.  Is  there  a  par- 
ty here  willing  to  encourage  and  conceal  the  acts  of  men 
who  have  been  guilty  of  perpetrating  the  most  glaring 
outrages  upon  their  own  country,  and  who,  to  conceal 
their  crimes,  have,  after  oppressing  anil  plundering  the 
savage  tribes,  goaded,  encouraged,  and  roused  them  to  a 
cruel  and  sanguinary  war?  If  there  is  such  a  party  here, 
sir,  I  wish  at  once  to  say  that  I  do  not  belong  to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  [Mr.  Vaitdirpoil] 
has  chosen,  on  this  occasion,  as  is  usual  with  the  party  to 
which  he  belongs,  to  go  into  an  elaborate  defence  of 
General  Jackson,  as  if  he  had  been  assailed,  when  it  is 
admitted  by  all  that  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War 
have  exhausted  all  the  means  in  their  power  without 
being  able  to  accomplish  the  very  object  of  this  resolu- 
tion. Hence  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  this  House 
taking  the  matter  into  its  own  hands.  This  is  the  rea- 
son why  the  memorialists— from  tbe  scene  of  action-^ 
the  seat  of  fraud  and  war — have  appealed  to  Congress 
for  redress.  But,  sir,  when  the  memorial  is  submitted, 
and  a  committee  asked  for,  the  gentlemen  reply  to  us 
with  psalm-singpng  eulogiums  upon  General  Jackson. 

Mr.  Speaker,  since  the  gentleman  from  New  Turk' 
[Mr.  Yaitdibpobl]  has  indulged  so  widely  in  allusions  to 
**  party,"  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted,  in  my  reply  to  him, 
to  call  his  attention,  and  that  of  the  House,  to  some  oth- 
er questions  growing  out  of  those  allusions;  questions, 
sir,  which  address  themselves  to  patriots  everywhere, 
coming  from  whatever  quarter,  or  belonging  to  what- 
ever political  sect  they  may. 

We  have  been  told  by  the  Globe,  that  the  party  in  this 
House  to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong  has  studiously  la- 
bored to  retard  the  public  business,  and  to  defeat  the 
action  of  the  House  upon  important  measures,  deeply 
and  viUlly  interesting  to  the  country.  Sir,  while  this 
stale  calumny  was  confined  to  its  polluted  source,  it  was 
unworthy  of  notice;  but  it  is  now  endorsed  by  gentle- 
men on  this  floor.  Sir,  let  me  ask  what  party  it  was 
that  defeated  the  •'  land  bill"  sent  to  this  House  from 
the  Senate?  What  party  laid  that  bill  on  the  table? 
What  party  prevented  the  distribution  under  that  bill  of 
thirty  millions  of  the  people's  money,  to  which  every 
\iOi}y  admits  they  are  entitled,  when  it  is  not  needed  for 
the  wants  of  the  Government?  Not  the  party  to  which  I 
belong,  but  that  gentleman  and  his  friends. 

Let  me  ask,  sir,  who  delayed  and  defeated  the  execu- 
tive patronage  bill— a  measure  which  was  the  great  lever 
that  elevated  General  Jackson  to  power?  The  gentle- 
man and  his  friends.  Let  me  a&k,  also,  who  perpetrated 
the  sin — ^>'es,  sir,  the  unpardonable  sin,  if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve half  we  see  and  hear  upon  the  subject — ofdefeat- 
ing  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the  President's  recom- 
mendation to  amend  the  constitution  so  as  to  secure  to 
the  people  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States?  It  is  the  same  democratic  Van 
Buren  party.  Yes,  sir,  and  this  is  the  second  offence  of 
the  same  kind;  they  defeated  that  measure  at  the  last 
Congress,  when  I  and  my  friends  were  urgent  to  take  it 
up.  What  party  in  this  House  is  it  that  differs  with  the 
President  on  the  propriety  of  members  of  Congress  hold- 
ing appointmenta  under  the  President  to  whose  elevation 
they  have  contributed?  The  same  party.  What  party 
defeated  every  effort  to  regulate  the  public  deposites  by 
law  ?  Let  me  a&k,  sir,  what  party  it  is  that,  on  all  occa- 
sions, as  a  settled  rule  of  action  here,  goes  for  every 
device  calculated  to  elude  inq«iiry  and  suppress  the 
truth  ^  Not  tlie  party  to  which  I  belong.  Let  me  call 
the  attention  of  the  gentleman  (and  I  allude  to  the  sub- 
ject for  his  especial  consideration)  to  the  memorsble 
resolution  of  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  to 
investigate  the  conduct,  the  frauds,  of  your  pet,  Reuben 
M.  W hit  ney^a  dishonored,  disgraced,  perjured  traitor  as 
be  is!  Why,  sir,  is  he  shielded  under  the  mantle  of  the 
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same  parly  ?  And  now,  when  we  propose  to  investigate 
other  frauds,  at  the  instance  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  two  States  of  this  confederacy,  the  same  gen- 
tlemen rise  up  and  cry  out  *<  party."  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  tells  me,  if  we  want  party,  we  shall  hsve 
the  benefit  of  it.  What  does  this  mean,  sir?  We  say, 
examine,  investig^ate  the  truth,  and  expose  the  conduct 
of  men  who  have  disgraced  the  nation,  and  caused  the 
spilling  of  innocent  blood;  and  the  gentleman  replies,  it 
is  a  party  question;  go  on,  and  we  wilt  give  you  the 
benefit  of  <*  party."  Where  is  the  man  who  would  not 
consider  himself  dishonored,  degraded  below  an  Ameri- 
can patriot,  an  American  representative,  to  attach  him- 
self to  such  a  question  as  this  on  party  grounds? 

[Mr.  VAKDsaroBL  explained,  and  stated  that  what  he 
said  was,  that  the  gentleman  himself  had  first  blown  the 
horn  of  party,  had  first  used  the  e very-day  catchword  of 
party,  and  so  treated  it.  If  any  one  was  responsible  for 
dragging  in  party,  he  contended  it  was  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself.] 

Mr.  Pbttov  continued.  What  1  said  in  allusion  to 
party  was  by  way  of  reply  to  the  colleague  of  the  honor- 
able  gentleman,  [Mr.  Maith,  of  New  York,]  who  de- 
nounced the  proposed  investigation  as  a  humbug;  I  then 
sppealed  to  that  honorable  gentleman  to  know  ifl  rightly 
understood  him;  if  1  was  to  understand  that  his  party 
would  shield  those  men  whom  neither  honor,  justice* 
humanity,  nor  the  innocent  blood  which  was  shed  upon 
the  frontier  before  their  eyes,  could  restrain.  I  wished 
to  be  informed  by  him  whether  the  mantle  of  party  was 
to  be  thrown  around  them.  I  understood  bim,  sir,  and 
have  had  the  avowal  more  marked  and  emphatic  in  the 
declarations  of  the  gentleman  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Vait- 
BsapoxL.]  We  say,  sir,  that  there  are  rogues  in  the 
woods.  The  gentleman  replies,  well,  they  are  all 
friends,  and  it  is  a  party  question.  Hands  off;  don't 
touch  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  this  proposition  was  first  present- 
ed this  morning,  it  was  scented  in  the  breeze  by  the  old, 
the  experienced,  and  cunning,  who  shied  off.  It  may 
be  meal,  but  then,  possibly,  a  cat  might  be  concealed  in 
it.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Bill]  proposed  this  investigation, 
for  enough  had  come  to  light,  independently  of  these 
memorials,  to  justify  it,  though  in  that  proposition  he 
did  not,  to  be  sure,  sound  the  alarm  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  arouse  the  fears  of  the  party,  but  they  rallied  all  the 
strength  which  could  be  collected  in  so  short  a  time;  it 
was  a  tie.  The  vote  stood  88  and  88;  the  Speaker  gave 
the  casting  vote  in  the  negative,  and  so  the  investigation 
was  strangled.  Yes,  sir,  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
House  [Mr.  Polk]  had  it  in  his  power  to  say  whether 
this  scene  of  iniquity  should  remsin,  unexamined,  un- 
punished, a  blot  upon  the  honor  of  the  nation:  the  cut- 
ing  vote  of  the  Speaker  was  fatal  to  the  inquiry. 

Well,  then,  secrecy  is  still  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
the  watchword  of  your  party.  Gentlemen,  I  detest  your 
tactics,  apd  have  no  confidence  in  your  chief,  (Mr.  Van 
Buren,)  for  the  reason  that  secrecy  and  concealment  are 
your  principles  of  action.  You  are  endeavoring  to  make 
the  Government  itself  a  secret  inquisition,  the  more  odi- 
ous and  detestable  because  it  is  to  be  wielded  as  an  in- 
strument of  torture  and  death  to  one  man,  and  of  re- 
wards and  Itonors  to  another)  not  as  a  reward  to  virtue 
and  a  punishment  to  vice,  but  the  very  reverse.  Men 
are  proscribed  for  obstinacy  in  virtue,  patriotism,  and 
love  of  liberty,  and  rewarded  for  their  degrading  servili- 
ty and  infamous  truckling.  Yes,  sir,  secrecy  is  the  very 
existence,  the  soul  of  your  psrty,  if  it  has  any  soul.  I 
have  seen  many  exhibitions  of  its  existence  of  late.  The 
first  time  I  saw  it  formally  introduced  into  Ihia  House,  it 
iiad  the  honor  of  being  ushered  in  here  by  two  gentle- 
men, then  and  now  filling  distinguished  places  amongst 
U8-*I  mtan  the  chairmen  of  the  Committees  of  Ways  and 
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Means  and  Foreign  Affairs  at  the  last  session  or  Con- 
gress, [Messrs.  Polk  and  CAXBBCtiiro.]  Sir,  it  was 
about  the  expiration  of  the  )ast  session  of  Congress  that 
these  two  leading  and  distingnislied  members  of  <*  the 
party" — (I  say  distinguished  for  their  promptness  and 
efficiency  in  great  party  emergencies,  such  as  the  pres- 
ent)— took  their  deg^e  in  their  order.  Then  tt  was 
that  this  badge  of  secrecy  regulsriy  became  ingp-afted 
and  legitimately  installed  as  one  of  the  main  elements  of 
power  in  "the  parly"  who  are  now  exercising  it  for  the 
suppression  of  all  inquiry. 

Mr.  Speaker,  an  examination  into  ita  origin,  progress, 
and  present  condition,  could  not  be  otherwise  than  ser- 
viceable to  the  House,  and  more  especially  to  the  coun- 
try. Then,  sir,  to  the  secret  history,  or  the  history  of 
the  secrecy  of  the  party. 

The  ftrst  time  that  I  have  heard  or  known  of  such  a 
thing  as  a  secret  correspondence  between  the  beads  of 
committees  in  this  House  and  the  heads  of  Departments, 
was  commenced  here  by  the  heads  of  the  Committees  on 
Foreign  Affairs  and  Ways  and  Means  [Messrs.  Polk  and 
CAHBBBLXire]  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress.  Tes,  sir,  a  secret  correspondence 
which  has  never  yet  seen  the  light.  Where  is  that  cor- 
respondence with  the  Secretary  of  State?  Why  sup- 
press it }  The  public  have  a  right  to  it,  as  touching  a 
most  important  question,  deeply  affecting,  at  that  time, 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation.  These  chairmen, 
sir,  without  the  direction  of  the  House,  without  the 
knowledge  of  their  committees,  sent  a  secret,  yes,  sir,  a 
secret,  written  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
calling  upon  him  to  be  informed  how  much  money  was 
necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  defence  of  the 
country.  To  this  communication  the  Secretary  replied, 
in  writing,  recommending  one  million  for  fortifications, 
and  two  millions  for  the  navy.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  sg^ain, 
why  has  not  this  correspondence  been  suffered  to  see 
the  light?  Why  never  published?  Why  never  laid  be- 
fore  this  House?  Why,  sir,  it  hss  never  been  spoken 
of  by  one  of  those  gentlemen,  [Mr.  Polk,]  even  in  ••  a 
whisper,  under  the  mjunction  of  secrecy, *'  so  far  as  we 
know.  From  the  other  [Mr.  CAMBBiLiire]  it  seemed 
to  escape  as  if  by  chance,  in  the  hurry  and  press  of  a 
heavy  fire  from  my  friend  on  my  right,  [Mr.  Wisa.] 
This  was  only  the  ••  premonitory  symptom"  of  more  im- 
portant  matters.  The  Secretary's  recommendation  was 
not  only  obtained,  but  the  sanction  and  approbation  of 
the  President,  also,  were  to  be  obtained;  not  in  the  usual 
form,  by  a  messsge  to  the  House,  in  an  open,  frank,  un- 
disguised, manly,  and  honest  way;  no,  s-r,  his  recom- 
mendation wss  sought,  obtained,  and  concealed.  Yes, 
sir,  studiously,  carefully,  and  fraudulently  suppressed 
from  the  House-— circulated  only  in  cautious  whispers, 
under  the  injunction  of  secrecy— and  this  on  a  question 
of  national  defence,  national  honor  and  safety.  Yes,  sir,- 
and  intended,  at  the  time,  to  be  made  a  parly  question 
by  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  dark  plot.  We  are 
told  by  the  President,  in  his  message  sent  to  Congress  nine 
months  afterwards,  that  this  was  a  great  leading  object 
with  him  at  that  time;  that  the  ssfety  and  the  honor  of 
the  country  required  it.  Yes,  sir,  a  correspondence  is 
opened;  the  Secretary  furnishes  the  estimates,  and  rec- 
ommends  the  appropriation  of  three  millions  of  dollars; 
the  President  sanctions  it;||nd  all,  all  is  kept  in  tliedsrk, 
suppresseil,  concealed  by  a  few  jugglers;  and  they  then 
present  their  propositions,  to  be  hurried  through  this 
House.  I  said,  sir,  that  secrecy  was  ihe  new  order  of 
thmgs.  Am  I  not  right,  sir?  The  President's  wishes 
were  ascertamed  upon  a  most  important  and  exciting 
subject,  before  that  subject  was  acted  on  in  this  House; 
and  those  wishes  are  held  in  the  power  of  a  few  men,  to 
be  either  disclosed  afterwards,  or  concealed,  at  them 
pleasure,  for  party  purposes. 


Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  party  could  never  have 
chilled  my  soul  and  deadened  all  sense  of  justice  so  much 
as  this.     If  I  had  seen  a  venerable,  distingtiisbed  col- 
league of  mine,  whom  I  had  alwsys  known  to  be  frank, 
disinterested,  bold,  and  fearless,  in  his  support  of  the 
President;  if  I  had  heard  him  standing  up  and  saying, 
««  Where  is  my  file  leader?  where  is  the  Prerideni?  he 
understands  the  condition  of  our  foreign  affairs;  it  is  his 
constitutional  duty  to  speak,  and,  if  he  advises  me  it  is 
necessary,  I  will  vote  the  money;"  if  T,  sir,  had  known 
the  President's  views,  and  intentionally  concealed  them 
from  that  venerable  Senator,  when  I  saw  the  baits  spread 
for  his  feet  by  an  insidious  enemy,  1  should  have  been 
ashamed  to  go  back  to  my  own  country.     I  could  never 
have  held  up  my  head  amongst  honest  men  anywhere. 
What  an  awful  test;  we  are  required  to  walk  blindfolded 
amongst  burning  ploughshares.     Yes,  sir;  we  hear  noth- 
ing of  a  quarter  from  which  the  measure  comes,  notwith- 
standing it  originates  in  the  cabinet,  receives  the  exec- 
utive sanction,  and  is  then  ushered  silently  in  here ;  and  we 
are  told,  after  we  go  wrong,  that  it  is  one  of  General 
Jsckson's  choice  leading  measures,  and  you  are  dead 
against   the  administration.     Now,  sir,  I   put  it  to  you 
whether  this  House  was  not  entitled  to  that  information. 
Was  not  the  Senste  entitled  to  it?  Was  not  every  Ameri* 
can  citizen  entitled  to  it?    Yet,  sir,  the  President's  views 
were  cut  ofTin  trantitu  by  these  non-conductors  of  the 
truth.  But,  as  soon  as  the  vote  was  Uken,  why,  then,  we 
hear  the  hue  and  cry  raised,  wind  and  horn,  in  the  mouth 
of  every  demagogue,  and  biszoned  forth  l^y  all  their 
presses,  that  the  President  required  the  sppropristion  to 
defend  the  country,  and  here  is  Judge  White,  from  his 
own  State,  going  against  it.    That,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the 
first  step  towards  the  establishment  of  this  secret  inquisi- 
torisl  power,  more  to  be  dreaded  than  any  thing  which 
has    threatened    the    destinies  of  this    country.     Mr- 
Speaker,  that  correspondence  was  not  suppressed  by  ac- 
cident.    No,  sir;  that  is  impossible;  but  what  followed 
shows  most  clearly  that  it  was  done  by  design.     After 
the  committee  of  conference  was  sppointed;  aHer  ihey 
had  agreed  upon  a  report,  and  directed  a  report  to  be 
made  to  the  House;  after  the  chairman  [Mr.  Cambbkl- 
xhg]  had  pledged  himself  in  the  committee  to  make  the 
report,  and  when  he  renewed  that  pledge  to  gentlemen 
around  him;  after  he  took  his  seat  on  this  fl(>or — 

[The  Spiaxbr  here  interrupted,  and  called  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  to  order  for  irrelevancy.] 

Mr.  Spesker,  (saJd  Mr.  Pbttojt,)  I  had  hoped,  air, 
that  it  would  be  in  order  to  speak  the  truth.  The  truth 
and  facts  of  that  night  are  not  yet  half  told,  and  I  bad 
hoped  to  be  permitted,  in  reply  to  those  gentlemen  who 
are  so  free  to  allude  to  party,  and  assail  others  for  their 
course  upon  this  floor,  to  state  a  few  additional  facts  as 
going  to  establish  my  original  proposition,  that  there  is 
eatablished,  and  now  about  to  be  fixed  upon  the  country, 
a  secret,  dangerous,  corrupt,  arbitrary,  tyrannical,  and 
hitherto  unknown  power.  This  is  my  position.  The 
facts  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  am  about  to  allude, 
are  important  links  in  the  chain  of  evidence,  and,  if  not 
arrested  in  my  argument,  I  will  establish  my  position, 
and  make  you  ashamed  of  your  leader,  who  is  most  guilty 
of  all. 

Sir,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  say  what  is  relevant  or 
what  is  irrelevant.  The  great  Marshall,  in  any  of  his 
iearned  opinions,  would  lay  his  premises  so  far  out  of 
sight,  sir,  that  you  would  call  him  to  order  for  irrele- 
vancy, and  yet,  sir,  he  would  force  you  along,  with  the 
strength  of  a  giant,  to  his  conclusions.  It  is  a  most  dell- 
cste  as  well  as  a  most  dangerous  and  arbitrary  exercise 
of  power  by  the  Speaker  of  a  delibrrative  body,  to  call 
a  member  to  order,  and  silence  him  for  irrelevancy, 
and  should  be  resorted  to  with  a  sparing  hand. 

The  Spsakbb.     Order!     The  Chair  is  not  aware  that 
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he  has  been  tyrannical  or  arbitrary.  He  only  reminded 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  of  the  irrelevancy  of  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  PsTTOV.  The  Chair  did  not  understand  me,  I 
hope,  as  alluding  to  him  personally.  I  was  suggesting  that 
it  was  a  most  delicate  and  arbitrary  exercise  of  power,  by 
any  Speaker,  to  silence  a  member  for  what  he  conceived 
to  be  irrelevancy,  and  one  seldom  to  be  used. 

The  Sfs^KSB  said  he  had  called  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  order  because  the  subject  of  appropriations 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  fortifications  was  not  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  PxTTOir.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  very  unwilling  to 
give  the  Chair  any  uneasiness,  or  be  at  all  troublesome 
to  tiie  House;  but,  sir,  I  cannot  tiiink  I  have  transcended 
the  usual  and  K  gitimate  latitude  of  parliamentary  discus- 
sion. Sir,  the  power  of  the  President,  the  influence  of 
the  President,  the  character  of  the  President,  the  effici- 
ency of  the  President,  in  such  an  inquiry  as  this,  the 
honesty  and  fidelity  of  the  party,  their  mode  of  transact- 
ing business  now,  heretofore,  and  hereaAer,  have  all 
been,  and  must  still  be,  alluded  to  in  this  discussion;  and 
I  appeal  to  the  House  if  I  shall  not  be  permitted  to  sub- 
mit what  few  remarks  I  have  to  offer.  [Cries  of  "  Go  on! 
go  onJ"  and  a  few  "Nol  no!**] 

The  Chaib  said  he  was  at  all  times  unwilling  to  arrest 
any  gentleman,  nor  would  he  have  done  so  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  if  the  gentleman's  remarks  had  been  per- 
tinent to  the  subject  before  the  House.  With  this  ad- 
monition, the  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Mr.  PETTo:r.  Sir,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  pro- 
ceed, unless  I  can  be  permitted  to  lake  my  own  view  of 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Speaker,  how  can  I  tell  but  that  some  very  busy 
and  obliging  gentleman  has  already  run  off  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  opinions,  and  that  they  may  now  be  in  the 
pocket  of  my  nearest  neighbor,  ready  to  be  turned  loose 
against  all  who  cannot  find  out  and  obey  them  by  instinct. 
Sir,  we  h  ive  about  this  hall  and  in  it,  a  great  many  of 
these  tell-tale,  penny-post  carriers  of  news  to  the  Presi- 
dent. No,  I  will  not  say  a  great  many,  but  we  have  seen, 
and  do  continue  to  see,  some  gentlemen  going  to  him  for 
his  sanction  of  measures  before  they  are  presented  or 
acted  on  in  this  House,  and,  after  obtaining  his  opinions, 
they  keep  them  in  profound  secrecy?  and  if  any  one 
should  chance  to  tread  a  little  out  of  the  traces,  vhy, 
then,  sir,  they  halloo  out,  he  is  against  General  Jackson; 
all  the  time  silting  by  his  side  with  the  President's  views 
in  their  pockets,  and  fraudulently  suppressing  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  know,  sir,  that  such  things  have  been 
done;  and  how  can  I  tell  but  it  may  be  the  case  in  this 
instance?  1  am  arguing  from  what  has  been  done,  to 
show  what  may  be  expected;  and,  sir,  I  say,  that  a  party 
which  cannot,  which  dare  not  have  investigated  any  fraud, 
any  corruption^  any  public  robber  brought  to  the  bar  of 
justice,  without  raising  the  cry  of  '*  General  Jackson! 
General  Jacknon!"  are  not  fit  to  be  trubted  with  the  des- 
tinies of  this  nation.  Here  is  one  of  the  plainest  and  most 
audacious  outrages  which  has  ever  been  perpetrated  in 
the  annals  of  the  world;  your  petty  tyrants,  the  Indis*n 
agents  referred  to  in  these  memorials,  forming  combina- 
tions to  defraud  the  Government  of  its  public  domain, 
plundering,  yes,  sir,  literally  stripping  the  savages  and 
then  aiding  and  encouraging  them  to  make  war  upon 
your  helpless  frontier,  that  they  may  escape  the  punish- 
ment due  to  their  crimes.  Why,  sir,  the  oppressions  and 
corruptions  of  Warren  IlaAtings,  in  his  government  of 
Hindo&tan,  would  dwindle  into  nothing,  and  he  would 
appear  a  saint  in  comparison  with  these  peculators;  and 
yet,  sir,  we  are  denied  a  committee — the  people  who 
have  suffered,  and  are  suffering,  are  denied  a  commit- 
tee— of  this  House  to  investigate  their  frauds,  and  the 
part  which  they  have  acted  in  the  Indian  wars.     Wky  ? 


Because  something  has  been  said  which  is  offensive  to 
the  sensitive  nerves  of  gentlemen  here,  and  it  is  forth- 
with made  a  party  question.  A  party  question!  If  so, 
sir,  then  let  those  Indian  agents  be  at  once  made  mem- 
bers of  the  cabinet,  and  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  pro- 
claimed President,  and  then  the  people  will  understand 
you,  and  know  what  to  be  at.  You  should  no  longer  at* 
tempt  to  deceive  them  by  the  perpetration  of  such  deeds 
in  the  name  of  a  man  whom  they  have  8(f  many  reasons 
to  love,  and  trust  a  man  who  has  no  secrets,  but  is  open 
and  frank  as  diiy  in  all  he  does,  notwithstanding  these 
petty  spies  obtain  his  opinions  and  wishes,  and  then 
come  here,  to  this  hall,  and  conceal  them.  Why,  sir^  if 
he  knew  of  the  petty  tricks  and  low  deceptions  which 
they  practise,  he  would  spurn  them  from  his  presence, 
and  blush  to  6wn  them  as  his  partisans. 

Why,  sir,  I  am  informed  that  your  candidate  for  the 
presidency  liimself  took  a  direct,  deep  personal  interest 
in  one  of  these  very  transactions,  under  the  dark  cover  of 
midnight,  behind  one  of  these  pillars.  Nay,  sir,  more,  I 
can  prove  it  upon  him,  with  such  circumstances  as  would 
be  sufficient  to  send  any  common  man»  tried  before  % 
jury  of  honest  men,  to  the  penitentiary. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  another  instance,  almost  as  fla- 
grant  as  this.  It  is  said  we  made  it  a  party  question  by 
saying  there  are  rogues  in  the  woods,  and  the  gentleman 
says  they  are  our  friends.  Sir,  a  few  days  past  we  had 
another  striking  exhibition  of  this  same  power  of  secre- 
cy. A  great  measure  is  pending.  The  same  gentlemen- 
are  trembling  in  the  wind,  or  do  not  know  how  to  go-^ 
turn  their  eye  upon  the  chief,  and  want  to  know  his 
opinion.  They  obtain  it,  but  keep  it  secret  to  them- 
selves, though' he  never  enjoined  secrecy,  and  pass  the 
bill;  and  then,  what  takes  place?  Why,  we  see  the 
ambassador  whom  the  party  has  employed,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaxs]  said,  to  lie  for 
them  by  the  job  and  by  the  year,  (undoubtedly  as  to 
time  and  amount;)  we  see  him  coming  out  and  saying— 
what?  The  President  putting  his  name  to  the  bill»  to  be 
sure;  but  we  are  told  that  he  looks  upon  it  as  the  worst 
of  measures,  calculated  to  destroy  the  State  Govern- 
ments, and  subvert  the  true  principles  of  our  institutions; 
that  there  was  not  time  for  consultation,  but  that  be 
would  hereafter  give  his  reasons  against  it.  Sir,  this  is 
strange.  Ascertain  the  President's  views  of  a  measure 
before  it  is  passed;  and  then,  aAer  he  sanctions  it,  to 
write  speeches  in  his  name  to  break  down  all  those  who 
supported  it!  And  yet  these  gentlemen  profess  to  have 
some  regard  to  the  President's  fame,  his  character,  and 
his  principles.  Why,  sir,  the  President  came  into  power 
upon  the  very  idea  that  he  was  a  bold,  frank,  fearless, 
honest,  man;  and  the  plain,  bright,  daylight  honesty  of 
his  administration  was  the  reason,  the  very  ground,  upon 
which  the  soldiers  of  the  country  rallied  around  him; 
and  now  in  his  name  are  perpetrated  such  deeds  of  sliame 
as  will  make  one  almost  weep  to  look  upon,  against  ev- 
ery  thin^  which  the  President  has  proposed,  and  which 
the  President  has  done,  so  far  as  he  could  do  any  thing. 
But  the  great  misfortune  is,  thst  the  President  is  sur* 
rounded  by  an  army — yep,  sir,  an  army  of  mercenaries-— 
who  are  hostile  both  to  the  principles  of  his  adminiatra- 
tion  and  the  welfare  of  the  country;  and  though  they 
flatter  him,  far  and  near,  thei^isnone  that  love  him;  no, 
not  one.     They  are  base  flatterers  and  parssites. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  informed,  officially  informed,  by 
the  organ  of  the  Vice  President,  (for  a  paper  which 
could  prostrate  the  fame  of  General  Jackson  as  that 
print  has  done  can  no  longer  be  considered  as  the  friend 
of  General  Jackson,)  we  are  informed  by  it  that  the 
President  says; 

<*  We  are  equally  warranted  in  saying  that  the  PresH* 
I  dent  has  approved  the  amended  bill,  not  because  be 
i  ihinlLs  it'jtidiciouH  to  make  the  SUtcs  the  depositoriet  of 
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the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  but  because  the  plan  is 
not  obnoxious  to  constitutional  objections;  because  it  has 
been  presented  by  a  majority  of  the  people's  representa- 
tives, to  whom  the  question  of  expediency  on  this  sub- 
ject peculiarly  belong*,  Sec. 

**  He  thinks  it  impolitic  and  unsafe  to  mix  up  the 
affairs  of  the  United  States  with  those  of  the  several 
States,  and  that  the  chances  of  perpetuity  for  our  ad- 
mirable system  of  government  are  increased  in  propor- 
tion to  the  clearness  with  which  the  lines  which  separate 
their  several  powers,  duties,  and  interests,  are  defined 
and  maintained.  It  is  probable  he  will  take  some  fitting 
occasion  to  make  known  to  his  countrymen,  in  detail,  the 
views  he  entertains  on  this  vital  subject.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary now  that  they  should  know  that,  in  approving  the 
deposite  bill,  he  does  not  intend  to  countenance,  in  the 
least  degree,  the  idea  of  raising  money  by  the  General 
,  Government  for  distribution  among  the  States,  thus  les- 
sening the  responsibility  of  the  State  Governments  in 
taxing  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time  encouraging  ex- 
travagant expenditures,  making  the  States,  instead  of  in- 
dependent sovereignties,  the  mere  stipendiaries  of  the 
General  Government,  perverting  the  power  of  taxation 
given  in  the  constitution  to  purposes  never  thought  of 
by  its  framers;  corrupting  the  sources  of  legislation;  tend- 
ing to  consolidation;  and  ultimately  destroying  all  that  is 
pure  and  valuable  in  the  structure  and  administration  of 
our  politcal  system,*'  &e. 

♦  •  •  •«  Such,  we  are  warranted  in  saying,  are  the 
views  of  the  President  in  relation  to  this  interesting  sub- 
ject." 

Mr.  Pbttoh  was  proceeding  to  contrast  these  views 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  President  himself,  as  contain- 
ed in  his  message  of  1830^  when  he  was  arrested  by  the 
Speaker. 

In  his  message  of  December,  1830,  to  Congress,  the 
President  holds  this  language: 

*'  Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  have  heretofore  [in  his 
messaj^e  of  1829]  felt  it  my  duty  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  some  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
funds  which  may  at  any  time  remain  in  the  Treasury  after 
the  national  debt  shall  have  been  paid,  among  the  States, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  Representatives,  to 
be  applied  by  them  to  objects  of  internal  improvement." 
"Although  this  plan  has  met  with  favor  in  some  por- 
tions of  tbe  Union,  it  has  also  elicited  objections  which 
merit  deliberate  consideration.  A  brief  notice  of  these 
objections  here  will  not,  therefore,  I  trust,  be  regarded  as 
out  of  place.  They  rest,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to 
my  knowledge,  on  the  following  grounds:  Ist.  An  ob- 
jection to  the  ratio  of  distribution.  2d.  An  apprehen- 
sion that  the  existence  of  such  a  regfulation  would  pro- 
duce improvident  and  oppressive  taxation  to  raise  the 
funds  for  distribution.  3d.  That  tbe  mode  proposed 
would  lead  to  the  construction  of  works  of  a  local  nature 
to  the  exclusion  of  such  as  are  general,  and  as  would 
eon&equently  be  of  a  more  useful  character;  and,  lastly, 
that  it  would  create  a  discreditable  and  injurious  de- 
pendence on  the  part  of  the  State  Governments  upon 
the  federal  power,"  &c.  The  President  goes  on  at 
length,  and  with  great  ability,  to  answer  the  several  ob- 
jections to  this  plan  of  distribution.  He  insists  upon  t^e  cor. 
rectness  of  bis  first  position,  as  to  tbe  ratio  of  distribution, 
(that  IS,  according  to  the  ^presentation  of  each  State  in 
Congress,)  and  says,  •«  the  ratio  of  representation  pre- 
sented  itself  to  my  mind,  and  it  still  does,  as  one  of  ob- 
vious equity,  because  of  its  being  the  ratio  nf  contribu- 
tion, whether  tbe  funds  to  be  distribu'ed  be  derived  from 
the  customs  or  from  direct  taxation."  The  vote  in  the 
Senate  upon  this  proposition  in  the  late  bill,  now  a  law, 
stood  equal,  and  the  Vice  President  could  not  be  found, 
though  called  for,  to  give  the  casting  vole  in  favor  of 
this  old  favorite  ratio  of  General  Jackson,  and  iti^aa-lgst. 


The  President  proceeds  to  state: 
*Mn  my  first  message  I  stated  it  to  be  my  opinion  that 
it  is  not  probable  that  any  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  upon 
principles  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  will, 
until  a  remote  period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Government 
without  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond 
what  may  be  required  for  its  current  service."     "I  have 
had  no  cause  to  change  thai  opinion,  but  much  to  eon- 
firm  it.     Should  these  expectations  be  realized,  a  suita- 
ble fund  would  thus  be  produced  for  the  plan  under  con- 
sideration to  operate  upon;  [the  plan  of  distribution  for- 
the  purposes  of  internal  improvement  by  tbe  States.}    [ 
do  not  doubt  that  those  who  come  af^er  us  will  be  as 
much  alive  as  we  are  to  the  obligation  upon  all  the  trus- 
tees of  political  power  to  exempt  those  for  whom  they 
act  from  all  unnecessary  burdens;  and  as  sensible  of  the 
great  truth,  that  the  resources  of  the  nation,  beyond 
those  required  for  the  immediate  and  necessary  purposes 
of  Government,  can  nowhere  be  so  well  deposited  as  in 
the  pockets  of  the  people,"  &c. 

*'  The  strength  as  well  as  the  true  glory  of  the  con- 
federacy is  mainly  founded  on  the  propriety  and  power 
of  the  several  independent  sovereignties  of  which  it  is 
composed,  and  the  certainty  with  which  they  can  be 
brought  into  successful,  active,  co-operation,  through 
the  agency  of  the  Federal  Go\ernment." 

He  does  not  seem  to  thifik  it  impolitic  and  unsafe  to 
mix  up  the  affairs  of  the  United  with  those  of  the  sever- 
al States.     The  President  proceeds: 

<*  That  the  plan  under  consideration  would  derive  im- 
portant advantages  from  its  certainty,  and  that  the  moiw 
eys  set  apart  for  these  purposes  would  be  more  judici- 
ously applied,  and  economically  expended  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  State  Legislatures,  in  which  every  part  of 
each  State  it  immediately  represented,  cannot,  I  iliink» 
be  doubted,"  &c. 

In  respect  to  the  last  object'on,  its  probable  effect 
upon  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments, it  appears  to  me  only  necessary  to  i»tate  the  case 
as  it  is,  and  as  it  would  be  if  the  measure  proposed  were 
adopted,  to  show  that  the  operation  is  most  likely  to  be 
tbe  very  reverse  of  that  which  the  objection  supposes. 

In  the  one  ease  the  State  would  receive  iu  quota  of 
the  nstional  revenue  for  domestic  use,  upon  a  fixed  prin- 
ciple, as  a  matter  of  right,  and  from  a  fund  to  the  crea- 
tion of  vkbich  it  had  iiself  contributed  its  fair  proportion. 
Surely  there  could  be  nothing  derogatory  in  that.  (Wliat 
say  you  to  that,  gentltmcn/  Can  you  make,  in  the  Pres- 
ident's name,  a  belter  argument  sgainst  this  measure, 
which  is  emphatically  his  own,  than  he  has  made  him- 
self in  favor  of  it?) 

The  President  proceeds: 

•'  As  matters  now  stand,  the  States  themselves,  in 
their  sovereign  character,  are  not  unfrcquently  petition- 
ers at  the  bar  of  the  Federal  Legifelature  for  such  allow- 
ances out  of  the  national  Treasury  as  it  n-.ay  consport 
with  their  pleasure  or  sense  of  duty  to  bestow  upon  them. 
It  cannot  require  argument  to  prove  which  of  the  two 
courses  is  most  compatible  with  the  efficiency  or  respect- 
ability of  the  State  Governments." 

The  Spbaker  here  interposed,  and  said  he  must  again 
remind  the  gentleman  that  the  d(  pcsite  bill  was  not  then 
the  subject  under  consideration,  but  was  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  it. 

Mr.  Pettok  Mr.  Speaker:  All  I  can  say,  then,  sir, 
i^  that  the  same  party  in  tiiis  House  who  have  prevent- 
ed an  amendment  of  the  constitution  to  secure  to  the 
people  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President— (he 
same  party  who  have  trampled  under  foot  the  executive 
patronage  bill->a  measure  which  was  a  means  of  eleva- 
ting the  present  Chief  Magistrate  to  power—the  same 
parly  who  have  prevented  any  investigation  into  the 
control  over  the  public  money — the  same  party  who 
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have  prevented  the  distribution  of  thirty  millions  of  dol- 
lars of  ihe  revenue  to  which  the  people  are  entitled,  as 
every  body  admits,  under  the  constitution — the  same 
party  who  have  concealed  the  frauds  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney— ^yes,  sir,  that  same  party  are  now  arrayed  to  sup- 
press inquiry  into  these  Indian  frauds,  and  to  protect  a 
band  (to  call  them  robbers  would  be  a  compliment  in 
comparison  to  what  they  merit)  of  men  whom  avarice 
and  grasping  meanness  have  impelled  to  the  perpetra- 
tion of  every  crime,  and  upon  whom  the  blood  of  the  in- 
nocent child,  spilt  before  Its  mother's  face,  cries  aloud 
for  vengeance.  Of  this  we  have  already  evidence  enough. 
And,  sir,  it  is  the  same  party,  headed  by  the  same  lead- 
ers, whom  I  have  stood  by  here  and  seen  in  days  gone 
by,  who  defeated  the  three-million  appropriation  on  the 
Ides  of  March;  yes,  sir,  and  headed  by  the  same  chief 
that  I  saw  enter  that  door  in  the  dark  hour  of  midnight, 
gliding  and  stealing  in  as  if  he  had  fled  from  the  inglori- 
ous field  of  Bladensburg,  he  was  present,  aiding  and 
consenting  to  the  death.  Then  there  was  his  Secretary, 
(Mr.  FoBSTTH,)  at  his  side,  to  give  the  order,  to  pro- 
nounce sentence.  He  sanctioned  it,  and  his  deputy 
aberiiTCMr.  Cambhelkko)  executed  i^  while  his  commit- 
tee men  and' chairman  were  going  through  this  House 
dissuading  members  from  voting.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  can 
prove  it.  I  can  prove,  sir,  that  the  then  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (the  present  Speak- 
er, Mr.  Polk,)  told  one  of  his  colleagues  that  if  he  had 
any  doubt,  he  ought  not  to  vote.  His  colleague  told 
him,  in  reply,  that  he  had  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
sitting  aAer  twelve  o'clock,  and  should  like  to  have  them 
removed;  but  that  he  would  continue  to  vote  until  that 
was  done.  And,  sir,  if  a  committee  had  been  appointed 
with  full  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  which 
was  refused,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  party, 
too,  and  rejected  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Adams,]  *  it  could  have  been  proved.  Nor  is  this 
all.  Sir,  I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman,  that  he  himself 
heard  Mr.  Van  Buren  bay  that  the  report  must  not  or 
ought  not  to  be  made;  and,  said  he,  I  told  Mr.  Lewis,  of 
Alabama,  and  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  the  same  thing, 
and  one  or  two  other  gentleman  besides;  and,  since  that, 
without  knocking  my  object,  I  have  asked  them  about  it, 
and  they  have  substantiated  what  this  gentleman  has  in- 
formed me.  Sir,  it  is  the  same  secret,  sly,  indirect, 
crafty  influence,  which  is  now  operating  to  defeat  the 
present  inquiry;  for  they  well  knew  that  if  you  once  set 
a  precedent  to  examine  inio  these  frauds,  it  would  not 
be  very  easy  to  stop  it.  Oh!  but,  say  they,  it  is  not- 
worth  while  to  say  any  thing  about  it.  Every  one 
knows  the  President  is  honest,  and  we  will  get  out  of  it 
that  way.  But  once  establish  the  precedent,  and  give 
us  a  committee  on  these  frauds,  and  then  you  must  give 
us  a  committee  upon  laiid  speculators  everywhere  else, 
ay,  even  in  New  York.  Then  you  must  give  us  a  com- 
mittee upon  any  men  or  set  of  men  concerned  in,  or 
charged  with,  frauds,  not  even  excepting  the  notorious 
Reuben;  and  therefore  it  is  better  to  establish  the  pre- 
cedent in  time,  that  secrecy  is  and  shall  be  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  the  watchword  of  the  party;  for  in  thwt 
consists  its  power  and  safety.  Sir,  what  freeman  will 
bend  his  neck  to  that  secret  power,  more  detestable  and 
more  odious  than  the  inquisition  of  Spain? 

Sir,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  chief  and  leader  should 
always  be  personally  present.     First,  on  the  night  of  the 

"^  When  Mr.  Adams  introduced  his  celebrated  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  into  the  Toss  of  the  fortification  bill  of  the 
last  session,  Mr.  Williant%  of  North  Carolina,  suggested 
a  modification,  of  the  character  indicated  above,  which 
Mr.  A.  refused  to  accept.  Mr.  W.  then  moved  it  as  an 
amendment,  and  the  resolution  has  been  suffered  to  sleep 
on  the  Speaker's  table  ever  since.— iVb/c  hy  Mr.  P. 


last  session,  you  might  see  the  cogniac  ghos^  as  my  friend 
from  Virginia  called  him,  [Mr.  Wbioht,  of  New  York,] 
gliding  in,  to  shed  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  the 
subject.  When  that  failed,  you  might  see  the  chief  him- 
self stalking  in,smiling,  through  the  green  and  white  door, 
and  even  if  he  did  not  speak,  the  Secretary  spoke  for 
him.     A  wink,  a  nod,  or  a  look  from  him  was  enough. 

"  Though  smooth  bis  voice  and  calm  his  general  mien, 

Still  Beems  there  something  he  would  not  have  seen." 
What  brought  him  here  at  such  a  time? 

"  Pew  are  bis  words,  but  quick  bis  eye  and  hand, 

With  these  he  mingles  but  to  command  : 

Steer  to  (bat  (bore  T  They  sail.   Do  this !  'Tis  done. 

Now  form  and  follow  me,  the  spoils  are  won. 

What  is  that  spell,  that  thus  his  lawless  train 

Confess,  and  envy,  yet  oppose  in  vain?" 
What  might  ii  be,  bi^t  the  power  of  gold—the  magic 
of  the  Treasury?  Yes,  sir,  you  might  on  that  night  see 
his  creatures  flying,  advancing,  retreating,  and  return- 
ing, according  to  order<:.  Mr.  Speaker,  have  you  not 
witnessed  the  same  thing?  I  saw  it,  sir,  and  am  sure  it 
could  not  have  escaped  your  observation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  I  am  speaking  under  the  uplifted 
arm  of  the  previous  question.  It  is  personified  in  this 
hall.*  I  can  see  it  now,  sir,  as  I  saw  it  operate  upon  its 
owner  one  day,  when  he  rose  to  speak,  very  much  like 
a  chicken  that  has  the  gapes.  It  sticks  in  his  throat  so 
naturally  that  he  can  get  nothing  else  out  for  some  time. 
He  goes  about  with  it  half  out  of  his  mouth,  like  a  snake 
with  a  chicken  half  swallowed.  Sir,  I  not  only  know  it, 
but  I  know  that  no  opportunity  will  be  offered  forme  or 
any  other  man  to  express  his  sentiments  upon  any  ques- 
tion, unless  directly  up  to  the  point  of  relevancy,  and 
that  is  my  apology  fur  detaining  the  House  even  as  long 
as  i  have  done.  \  have  been  induced  to  make  the  re* 
marks  which  I  have  made,  not,  sir,  because  they  were 
directly  pertinent  to  the  question  before  the  House,  but 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vaw- 
DEBPOEL,]  who  was  suffered  to  proceed  unrestricted, 
and  who,  while  he  himself  seems  to  have  put  this  ques- 
tion solely  on  party  grounds,  has»  at  the  same  time,  at- 
tributed to  me,  and  to  those  with  whom  I  act,  the  very 
same  motives  for  desiring  to  go  into  the  investigation  of 
these  frauds. 

When  Mr.  Pkttox  had  concluded, 
Mr.  EVF:RETT  said  he  rose  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  to  with<Iraw  his  motion,  and 
permit  the  question  to  be  taken.  He  s<id  the  House 
had  already  decided  the  question.  The  Committee  on 
Indian  Aflairs  had  been  charged  with  an  important  ex- 
amination in  relation  to  the  abuses  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment. They  had  progrebsed  so  far  as  to  become  unani- 
mously satisfied  that  there  was  sufficient  ground  to  con- 
tinue the  exannination,  without  committing  themselves 
upon  any  particular  case.  Thi»,  for  one,  he  shoidd  not 
4lo  until  the  examination  was  completed.  The  commit- 
tee, as  the  organ  of  the  House,  had  reported  this  as  their 
judgment,  in  the  resolution  they  had  presented  to  the 
House.  This  resolution  proposed  to  continue  the  ex- 
amination as  to  all  abuses.  The  Creek  frauds  were  not 
the  most  important;  their  effect  was  temporary,  though 
it  h:id  been  most  fatal.  The  other  abuses  were  of  a  more 
permanent  character;  they  had  been  Interwoven  in  the 
administration  of  this  department,  and  might  involve  in- 
dividuals of  high  st<«nding.  As  to  the  Creek  frauds,  the 
committee  were  of  opinion  that  an  important  collateral 
benefit  would  result  from  the  mere  fact  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee.     It  was  a  fact  known  to  every  one, 

*  It  should  be  shited  that,  several  times  in  the  course 
of  Mr.  P's  remarks,  gentlemen  had  risen  to  address  the 
Chair,  who  were  much  in  the  habit  of  what  is  technically 
called  "applying  the  screws." — Note  by  Mr  P. 
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that,  from  some  cause,  (just  or  unjust,  he  would  not  say,) 
the  Indians  had  no  confidence  in  agents  sent  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive among  them.  The  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  the  House  would  inspire  them  with  confidence  in  the 
justice  of  the  country:  though  it  might  have  no  effect  on 
those  who  were  in  actual  hostility,  yet  it  might  prevent 
tite  increase  of  their  number.  It  would  decide  the 
wavering,  and,  for  one,  he  believed  it  would,  more  than 
•ny  other  measure,  tend  to  pacify  them.  The  House 
bad  been  put  in  possession  of  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee! they  had  deliberately  decided  that  there  should  be 
no  further  examination;  they  had  negatived  the  resolu- 
tions offered  by  the  committee;  they  had  taken  the  re- 
sponsibility of  refusing  the  inquiry — a  responsibility 
which  would  rest  on  every  member  who  voted  against 
Ihe  resolution.  They  had  also  negatived  the  very  prop- 
osition  now  offered  by  the  genHeman  from  Virginia, 
when  offered  .by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr. 
Gablavd]  as  an  arnendment  to  the  amendment  of  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Riplrt.]  They  had  voted  against  any 
examination  of  the  Creek  frauds  by  a  committee.  Hav- 
ing thus,  in  two  votes,  refused  all  further  examination, 
he  would,  therefore,  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
what  purpose  would  be  answered  by  a  third  vote,  and 
hoped  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  stated  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  called  on 
Mr.  Garlastu's  amendment;  his  object  in  persisting  in 
his  amendment  was  to  obtain  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  the  charges  made  aguinst  tfiis  ad- 
ministration, of  supposed  frauds  and  corruption,  had 
been  so  oHen  repeated,  that  they  had  lost  all  their  influ- 
ence with  the  people  of  tlie  country,  and  passed  by  the 
public  ear  like  the  sound  of  the  idle  winds.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
B.,  I  recollect  that  two  years  ago,  the  hue  and  cry  of 
fraud  and  corruption  was  sung  against  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  its  then  talented  and  distinguished 
head.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  one  would  have  supposed, 
from  the  clamor  of  the  opposition,  that  the  Po&t  Office 
Department  was  the  very  fountain  of  all  kinds  of  fraud 
and  corruption.  Committees  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
were  appointed  to  examine  into  the  alleged  frauds  in 
the  recess  of  CongresF,  and  what  was  the  result?  Why, 
sir,  reports  were  made  and  printed  fur  circulation  among 
the  people,  containing  several  hundred  pages  of  testimo- 
ny and  comment  by  the  committees;  bu',  after  all  their 
labors,  they  were  not  able  to  produce  proof  of  a  solitary 
case  of  fraud  or  corru()tion  in  any  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Guvernment.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  pub- 
lic mind  beciime  satisfied  that  all  the  charges  of  fraud 
and  corruption  were  wholly  unfounded  in  point  of  fact; 
and  now  we  hear  no  more  about  the  frauds  that  were 
charged  upon  the  Post  Office  Department.  The  venue 
is  now  changed,  and  it  is  now  su()posed  and  verily  be- 
lieved that  enormous  frauds  have  been  committed  by 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  upon  the  ••poor 
Indians;*'  and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  travel  over  the  country  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  those  vague 
charges  that  have  been  trumpeted  forth  to  the  country 
are  well  founded. 

Those  who  are  opposed  to  sending  out  this  mission, 
are  charged  with  a  disposition  to  cover  up  those  sup- 
posed or  alleged  frauds  complained  of,  and  party  tactics 
have  been  charged  upon  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  this  House  to  inquire  into 
this  matter  during  the  recess  of  Congress. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  chuige  the  honorable 
mover  of  this  project,  or  any  of  its  advocale»,  with  party 
purposes  in  this  matter;  but,  sir,  as  many  surmises  have 
been  made  in  reference  to  the  alleged  frauds  upon  the 
v>onr  Indians,  would  it  not  be  f^tir  to  suppose  a  supposa- 

^  case?  and  to  suppose  that  great  ciccl'oneering  facili- 


ties would  be  afforded  to  the  political  missionaries  thus 
sent  into  the  different  sections  of  the  country?  Might  it 
not  be  surmised  or  supposed  by  some,  that  this  mission, 
if  sent  out  through  Ihe  country,  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  operating  upon  the  next  presidential  election? 
How  is  this  committee  to  be  raised,  Mr.  Speaker?  Why, 
sir,  it  is  proposed  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
shall  depute  three  or  more  of  their  own  members,  and 
we  are  told  that  a  msjority  of  the  members  of  that  com. 
mittee  are  friends  of  this  administration.  Admit  this  to 
be  true,  does  that  argue  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration on  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  be  ap- 
pointed a  sub-committee  for  the  purposes  that  are  had 
in  view  in  this  matter?  I  think  not.  The  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  is  composed  of  nine  members,  and  I  pre- 
dict that  if  the  proposition  as  first  proposed  shall  be 
adopted  by  the  House,  the  sub-committee  wiH  not  be 
made  up  of  the  friends  of  the  administration.  On  the 
contra' y,  its  most  bitter  enemies  would  be  sent  out,  and 
an  opportunity  to  electioneer  f"r  President  would  be  af- 
forded to  some,  and  the  newspapers  would  be  filled  with 
political  squibs,  stating  that  no  doubt  existed  as  to  the 
alleged  frauds,  and  that  all  that  was  wanting  to  support 
the  charges,  was  a  lack  of  one  or  more  credible  and  dis- 
interested witnesses  to  testify,  and  the  truth  declare  on 
oath.  Thus  would  matters  progress  until  after  the  presi- 
dential election  in  November  next;  and,  to  wind  up  the 
affair,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  this  House,  and 
the  country,  would  be  favored  with  another  report  simi- 
lar to  the  one  made  on  the  subject  of  frauds  which  were 
charged  upon  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  entire  confidence  in  the  Presi- 
dent,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  what  every  exertion 
would  be  made  by  the  President  to  have  this  matter 
probed  to  the  bottom;  and  if  fraud  shall  be  found  to  ex- 
ist, have  the  guil'y  punished.  Sir,  sa'd  Mr.  B.,  I  am 
one  of  those  who  never  feared  responsibility  on  my  part; 
and  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  I  am 
willing  to  bear  my  share  of  responsibility  in  voting 
against  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  to  travel  through  the  country  to  electioneer 
from  now  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Cong^resi?,  at 
eight  dollars  per  day,  and  eight  dollars  for  every  twenty 
miles'  travel.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  but  1  felt  myself  calltd 
upon  to  say  thus  much  by  way  of  offset  to  some  of  the 
many  charges  that  have  been  made  against  this  adminis- 
tration and  its  friends. 

Mr.  BYNUM  demanded  the  previous  question;  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  HAWES,  who  said  -a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  then  renewed  (as  promised) 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
not  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  l»y  on  the  table  was 
lost  without  a  count. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded  by  the 
House,  69  to  56. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  orderi-  g 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas 
90,  nays  66.  So  the  House  determined  that  the  main 
question  should  be  now  put. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  as 
modified  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wisb,  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes  91,  noes  not  count- 
ed. So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  in  the  following 
form: 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Ala- 
bama and  Georgia,  respecting  alleged  frauds  in  the  pur- 
chase of  <he  reservations  of  the  Creek  Indians,  and  the 
causes  of  their  present   hostiliticF,  be    rcfeired  to  the 
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President  of  (he  United  Statep,  and  that  he  be  request- 
ed to  cause  such  measures  to  be  taken  for  investigating 
these  transactions,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  the  per- 
sons engaged  in  them  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  any 
breaches  of  the  laws,  as  may  appear  to  be  proper,  and 
within  the  power  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.WHlTTLESBY,  at  half-past  nine  P.  M.,  called 
for  the  orders  of  the  day;  and,  after  some  conversation, 
on  the  priority  of  business,  the  House  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  for  the  consideration  of  certain 
private  bills  from  the  Senate. 

SATUBDir,    JULT  3. 

BANK  LOANS  TO  MEMBERS  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  HtfNT,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  members  of  Congress, 
heads  of  Departments,  and  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, had  obtained  accommodations  and  facilities  from 
any  bank  or  banks  in  obtaining  the  use  of  public  money 
for  the  purposes  of  speculation  in  the  public  land?,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  concluding  with  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Eesokedi  That  the  select  committee  appointed  by 
this  House  on  the  20th  June,  1836,  be  increased  to  nine, 
and  lliat  the  said  committee  have  power  to  sit  during 
the  recess  of  this  House. 

Jlesohedt  That  the  said  committed  embrace,  in  their 
inquires,  any  connexion  between  deposite  banks  or 
others  and  the  land  offices,  for  the  purposes  of  specula- 
tion. 

Resolvedt  That  said  committee  inquire  how  far,  and 
to  whom,  for  speculation  in  public  lands  the  deposite 
banks  have  issued  certificates  of.  deposite  without  an 
actual  deposite  in  cash,  and  to  what  extent  they  have 
been  received  in  payment  for  purchases  of  public  lands 
at  the  several  land  offices. 

Buohedt  That  said  committee  inquire  how  far,  and 
to  what  extent,  combinations  in  the  purcliase  of  the  pub- 
lic.lands  have  been  formed,  or  are  forming,  sufficiently 
strong,  from  interested  motives,  to  control,  to  any  extent 
the  legislative  action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HUNT  addressed  the  House  at  some  length,  in 
explanation  of  the  course  taken  and  recommended  by 
the  committee;  and  stated  that  the  report  and  resolutions 
bad  the  unanimous  assent  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  tliat  the  report  and  resolutions  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  printed;  remarking,  at  the  same 
time,  in  justice  to  himself,  that  he  had  no  interest  in  ma- 
king the  motion,hftving  had  no  connexion  with  any  banks, 
having  received  no  accommodation  or  facilities  from 
them,  and  having  had  nothing  to  do  with  land  specula- 
tions. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  (a  member  of  the 
committee,)  begged  leave  to  ask  the  gentleman  whether 
he  could  Bay  the  same  of  his  son;  and  whether  his  son 
had  not  made  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  through 
bank  facilities? 

Mr.  P.  was  called  to/>rder. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
as  to  be  first  taken  on  laying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  a»kcd  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were  as 
follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  G.  Chambers,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,Cu»hman,  Davis,  Dickerson,  Double- 
day,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fry,  W. 
K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hubley,  Hunting- 
ton, J.  Jackson,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Lane,  Lansing,  G. 


Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah 
Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKim, 
McLene,  MiUer,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Peltigrew,  Phelps,  Pinck- 
ney,  Potts,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  RoAiey 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Town*,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Web- 
ster, T.  T.  Whitll«ey-98. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Bailey,  Beau- 
mont, Bell,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  Carter, 
Childs,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Dar- 
lington,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  J.  Garland,  Granger, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Janes,  H.  Johnson,  Kinnard, 
Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  S.  Mason, 
Maury,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Morris,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Reed,  Ren- 
cher,  Robertson,  Russell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shields, 
Spangler,  Standet'er,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas^  Under- 
wood, E.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
lianr;8,  Wise— 71. 

So  the  report  and  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
table;  and  they  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LAND  OFFICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNON,  the  committee  took 
up  (fiem.eon.)  the  **  bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land 
Office." 

TKe  bill  having  been  read,  the  committee  took  up  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  KENNON  hoped  the  committee  would  not  concur 
m  any  of  the  amendments,  but  ag^ee  to  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  Senate. 

On  this  considerable  discussion  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
LINCOLN,  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina,  VINTON, 
JOHNSON  of  Tennessee,  CHAPMAN,  JOHNSON  of 
Louisiana,  LYON,  GRENNELL,  JARVIS,  WHITTLE- 
SEY of  Ohio,  PARKER,  BOON,  and  KENNON,  took 
part,  when  all  the  amendments  of  the  committee  wera 
eoncurred  in. 

Mr.  KENNON  offered  an  amendment  to  the  bill  add- 
ing twenty  additional  clerks  at  a  salary  of  ^1,200  each, 
Mr.  K.  explained  that  this  amendment  was  contained  in 
the  Senate's  bill,  but  was  left  out  m  the  engrossment  by 
mistake. 

The. amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso  in  the 
fourth  section.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  ofTeredan  amendment 
as  a  substitute  for  section  nine,  a  section  providing  that 
the  Commiasioner  should  have  a  stated  number  of  clerks, 
to  be  appointed  only  for  two  years.  He  stated  bis  ob- 
ject to  be  to  have  all  the  work  of  the  office  now  lying 
behind  brought  up;  and  then  leave  it  for  Congress  to  fix 
the  number  necessary  to  be  employed  hereafter. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs  WHITTLESEY  of 
Ohio,  BOON,  JARVIS,  VINTON,  WILLIAMS  ofNorth 
Carolina,  and  PARKEK, 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  JoHvsoir  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  offered  as  an  addition- 
al section  that  the  offices  should  be  kept  open  ten  hours 
a  day  in  the  summer  season,  and  eight  hours  in  the  win- 
ter.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  an  amendment  placing 
restrictions  upon  registers  of  land  offices.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWES  submitted  an  amendment  prohibiting 
officers  of  the  General  Land  Office  from  purchasing  pub- 
lic lands.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON*  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  amendment 
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providing  that  the  thir(y-(ive  clerks  provided  for  by  the 
bill  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  should  not  be  appointed  for  a 
longer  term  than  two  years.     Lost. 

Mr/j.  then  offered  an  amendment,  for  the  purpose 
of  Increasing  the  pay  of  ihe  clerks  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  VINTON,  CAM- 
BRELENG,  and  JOHNSON,  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  oe  reported  to  the 
House. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  in  addition  to  the 
"act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1836." 

Some  of  the  amendments  submitted  by  Mr.  Cavbrxl- 
xiro,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  were  con- 
curred in;  when 

The  House  took  the  usual  recess,  from  half  past  two 
to  four  o'clock. 

Etevixo  Sxssioir. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  harbors. 

The  several  amendments  of  the  Senate- proposing  re- 
ductions were  concurred  in. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  pro- 
nosing  to  insert  the  clause  struck  out  by  the  House  ma- 
king an  appropriation  of  |30,000  for  surveys. 
^  Mr.  SMITH  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  on  concur- 
ring in  the  amendment;  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 
Yeas  71,  nays  64. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Misoir,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  **  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1836." 

Various  amendments  submitted  by  Mr.  Cambrelvko 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  an  additional  clause,  extending 
the  Capitol  square  westward  to  First  street,  including  the 
botanic  garden,  (so  called,)  which  motion  was  briefly 
advocated  by  Mr.  P. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  concurred  in  opinion  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Pabks,]  as  to  the  propriety 
of  extending  the  public  grounds  on  the  west  of  the  Capi- 
tol  as  far  as  First  street,  and  he  hoped  the  proposed 
amendment  would  prevail.  The  public  square  will  be 
much  improved  in  appearance,  and  will  be  more  in 
keeping  with  the  splendid  Capitol;  for  (he  public 
grounds  on  the  west  are  too  limited  for  a  building  cover- 
ing nearly  two  acres  of  ground.  In  point  of  economy, 
he  said,  it  was  desirable,  because  it  is  now  proposed  to 
erect  an  iron  fence  around  the  botanic  garden,  which 
will  cost  at  least  30  or  140,000;  and  next  year  there  will 
doubtless  be  an  application  for  making  an  iron  fence  on 
the  triangular  lots  which  lie  to  the  north  of  Pennsylva- 
nia avenue,  and  south  of  Maryland  avenue.  If  the 
grounds  are  extended  to  First  street,  as  proposed,  they 
will  be  handsomely  laid  out  in  walks  and  planted  with 
trees  and  shrubbery,  and  will  moreover  allow  sufficient 
apace  for  the  fountain,  or  a  jet  (l*eau,  to  be  erected, 
|5,000  being  appropriated  in  this  bill  for  that  object. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANN  offered  an  amendment  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  building  for  tbe  Treasury  Department  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  to  provide  for  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof 
building  for  the  Patent  Office. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  VINTON,  A.  H. 


SHEPPERD,  TALIAFERRO,  and  J  ARVf8,  the  smend. 
ment  was  agreed  to;  and  the  amendment  u  amended 
was  also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAVES  offered  an  amendment  to  provide  for 
the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
canal.     Lost:  Yeas  50,  nays  72. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  offered  an  amendonent  appropriailoi; 
$5,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  the  amendment  he  offered  was  one  of 
necessity;  that  every  State  west  of  the  mountains  wis 
more  interested  than  the  State  he  had  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent;  but  his  immediate  constituents  in  the  town 
where  the  hospital  was  intended  to  be  erected  srere  di- 
rectly interested  as  individuals.  They  had  to  pay  an- 
nually more  than  two  thousand  dollars  ia  private  contri- 
butions for  the  support  of  such  persons  as  were  put  on 
shore  at  this  town  sick  and  unable  to  pay  anything  for 
their  support  and  protection.  This  burden  I  ask  the 
House  to  relieve  my  constituents  from.  They  have 
less  interest  in  the  hospital  than  any  other  portion  of  Uw 
community,  except  the  town  of  Memphis.  When  the 
citizens  of  my  district  get  so  near  home  as  Memphis, 
their  friends  will  come  and  take  care  of  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  1  now  hold  in  my  hand  the 
list  of  the  steamboats  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi  river.  The  number  of  the  boats  will  give  the 
House  some  idea  of  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
navigation  of  said  river.  But,  sir,  there  is  another  meri- 
torious class  of  our  citizens  engfaged  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  river;  they  are  persons  who  take  their 
surplus  produce  to  the  Southern  market  in  flat-boats,  and 
return  home  on  tbe  ateamboats.  Sir,  the  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river 
are  compelled  to  go  to  market  in  the  season  of  the  year 
that  they  are  subject  to  all  the  diseases  incident  to  the 
Southern  climate. 

Mr.  Chairman,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  Memphis  is  situated  be- 
tween three  and  four  days'  travel  above  New  Orleans, 
and  those  who  contract  the  disease  of  cholera,  yellow  fe- 
ver, or  small  pox,  by  the  time  they  arrive  at  Memphis, 
the  disease  makes  its  appearance,  and  the  captains  of  the 
boats  leave  the  persons  thus  diseased,  lying  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  without  any  place  to  go  to;  no  public  house 
will  take  them  in,  and  the  private  families  do  not  wish 
to  take  persons  among  their  families.with  contagious  dis- 
ease5,  and  the  persons  are  left  to  lie  on  the  wharf  and 
die,  or  are  placed  at  the  charity  of  the  citizens.  Sir,  if 
there  is  one  man  on  this  floor  who  will  rise  in  his  place 
aid  say  an  hospital  is  not  necessary  at  Memphis,  I  will  not 
press  my  amendment.  I  cannot  believe  that  any  repre- 
sentative of  the  American  people  will,refuse  to  appropri- 
ate money  sufficient  to  build  a  house  for  the  reception  of 
the  sick  and  disabled  American  citizens  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  navigation  of  the  Western  rivers. 

Mr.  STORER  offered  a  substitute  for  the  amendment 
appropriating  $5,000  for  the  purpose  of  making  cxami- 
nationa  and  purchase  of  suitable  sites  for  hospitals  on  the 
Western  waters. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  opposed  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that  the  House  was 
not  in  possession  of  the  information  necessary  to  justify 
the  appropriation  at  thia  time. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  sa*»d  that  he  knew  it  wu 
unpopular  to  rise  and  speak  at  this  late  hour  of  tbe  ses- 
sion. His  excuse  for  it  was  the  situation  of  the  working 
class  of  men  on  the  Western  waters.  It  was  for  them,  and 
not  for  himself,  that  he  exposed  himself,  on  this  occasion. 
to  the  censure  of  the  committee.  The  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Psarck]  said  we  must  wait.  Mr.R. 
said  he  would  have  no  objection  to  wait,  if  sickness  and 
death  to  the  sailors  on  the  Western  waters  would  also 
wait.     He  said  he  had  brought  the?  subject  before  tbe 
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House  and  Committee  on  Commerce  the  aeaaion  before 
the  last,  but  nothing  was  done.  The  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  does  not  know  the  sitoation  of  the  working 
men  on  oar  rivers,  or  he  would  not  urge  a  continuance 
of  this  subject.  They  are  not,  like  tl^  gentleman,  liv- 
ing at  their  ease,  with  physicians  and  all  the  comforts 
and  luxuries  attending  them.  They  walked  not  on  car- 
|>ets  in  navigating  their  vessels.  They  needed  legisla- 
tion, and  he  hoped  they  would  receive  it. 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  observing,  that  nothing  was  de- 
manded but  a  preparatory  step  to  purchase  sites  and  re- 
port to  the  next  Congress. 

The  substitute  and  amendment  were  both  rejected. 
Mr.  HAWES  offered  an  amendment  appropriating 
$300  for  the  printing  of  the  report  in  relation  to  the 
West  Point  Academy.     Lost. 

Mr.  LOVE  offered  an  amendment  for  the  erection  of 
an  hospital  on  some  point  on  Lake  Erie.     Lost. 

Various  other  amendments  were  offered  to  the  bill 
and  acted  on  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 
The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  promote  the 
progress  of  the  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  all  ads  or  paKs 
of  acts  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HAWES  offered  an  amendment  reducing  the 
salary  of  the  commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office  to  |2,000. 
After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  WILLIAMS  of  North 
Carolina,  VINTON,  REED,  JOHNSON  of  Tennessee, 
PARKS,  and  HARPER,  the  question  was  taken,  and 
the  vote  was;  Yeas  25,  nays  SS — no  quorum. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  that  fact  to 
the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair. 
Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
was  ordered,  and  proceeded  in  for  some  time,  when  its 
further  proceedings  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  House 
again  went  into  committee. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  no  quo- 
rum again  voted,  the  tellers  reporting  first  23  to  76,  and 
then  38  to  77.    ' 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  hoped  the  committee 
would  rise,  and  that  there  he  a  call  of  the  House,  so  that 
it  might  be  seen  who  were  absent  on  so  important  an  oc- 
casion as  the  present. 

The  committee  tlien  rose  again  for  want  <rf  K  qut>rum. 
Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  by  the  taking  of  ^hich,  he  said,  it  could  be  ascer- 
tained if  a  quorum  were  present  or  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  were,  119  to  35. 
So  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

The  House  then  went  again  into  committee,  and 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  some  of  the  bills  to  the  House;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose  and  reported. 

Mr.  ADAMS  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  ought  not  to  have  reported  any  of 
these  bills,  notwithstanding  the  vote  of  the  committee, 
on  the  ground  that  any  one  bill  was  open  to  amendment 
until  they  were  all  gone  through.  He  addressed  the 
House  at  some  length  on  the  point.  Mr.  A.thpn  moved 
to  recommitt  the  bills.    Lost. 

GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 
The  House  took  up  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  General 
Land  Office. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
all  severally  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  having  been  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  CIVIL   LIST  BILL. 
The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
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making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1836. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
severally  concurred  in. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  then  renewed  his  amendment  to  appro- 
priate $5,000  for,  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  DUNLAP, 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  recommit  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  with  inMructions  to  strike  out  the 
clause  appropriating  the  compensation  to  the  Senators 
and  Representative  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New,  York,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded  by  tlie  House:  Yeas  77,  nays 
52. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were:  Yeas  94,  nays 73. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

PATENT   OFFICE. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,  &c. 

The  amendment  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Hawks  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Patent  Office  to  $2,000. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  28,  nays  93. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  chief 
clerk  to  $1,500.    Lost. 

Various  other  amendments  were  submitted  by  Messrs. 
HAWES,  ADAMS,  GRAVES,  and  HOWARD,  all  of 
which  were  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  three  ad- 
ditional paymasters  in  the  army.  Agreed  to:  Yeas  88, 
noes  not  counted. 

The  committee  then  took  up  said  bill. 

Various  amendments  were  submitted  by  Messrs. 
McKAY  and  KINNARD;  which  were  acted  on. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill.     Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

JUDICIARY  SYSTEM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  committee  then  took 
up  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States." 

There  were  several  amendments  proposed  to  this  bill 
by  the  Committed  on  the  Judiciary. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  THOMAS, 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  aside. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  R.  GAR- 
LAND, J.  GARLAND,  UNDERWOOD,  MARTIN, 
BELL,  ROBERTSON,  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  SUTH- 
ERLAND, R.  M.  JOHNSON,  EVERETT,  and  RIP- 
LEY, the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside  prevailed. 

DUTY  ON  WINES. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  Senate  bill  entitled 
*'  an  act  to  suspend  the  discriminating  duties  upon  ?oods 
imported  in  vessels  of  Portugal,  and  to  reduce  the  duties 
on  wines." 

Mr.  HOWARD^  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
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fairt,  submitted  sundry  amendmentti  which  were  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a  proviso,  that  the  bene, 
fits  of  this  act  should  not  extend  to  any  wines  entitled  to 
debenture.  Agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  House 
took  up  the  bill  entitled  **  an  act  to  promote  the  prog- 
ress of  the  useful  arts«"  and  to  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table.    Lost. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  this  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading.     Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  harbors  for  the 
year  1856. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  naysf  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  54,  nays 
91,  as  follows: 

TsAS^Messrs.  Beale,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,Bouldin, 
John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  John  F. 
H.Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Crane,  Forester, 
Fry,  James  Garland,  Graves,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hopkins, 
Hubley,  Jarvis,  John  W.  Jones,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
John  T.  Mason,  McKay,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
ris,   Patton,   Pinckney,    Kencher,  Robertson,   Rogers, 

A.  H  Shepperd,  Standefer,  Underwood,  Wagener, 
Webster,  White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wibe— 54. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ash,  Ashley 
Bailey.  Barton,  Bockee,  Borden,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Burns^  W. 

B.  Calhoun,  John  Chambers,  Cbapin,  Corwin,  Cramer, 
Gushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Denny,  Dickerson, 
Doubleday,  Evans,  Farlin,  William  K.  Fuller,  Gaibraitb, 
R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Grander,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Harper,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar, 
Howard,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Jabei  Jackson, 
Janes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Judson, 
Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
T.  Lee,  Lincoln,  Love,  W.  Masun,  S.  Mason,  McCarty, 
McKennan,  McKeon,  McKim,  Miller,  Milligan,  Moore, 
Muhlenberg,  Patterson,  Dutce  J.  Pearce,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Peitigrew,  Phillips,  Reed,  Ripley,  Russell, 
Schenck,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Turrill,  Vinton,  Ward  well,  Washington,  E.  Whittlesey, 
T.  T.  Whiillesey-.91. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previous  question) 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House)  Ayes  88,  noes  38. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  amendments 
were  concurred  in. 

DEPOSITE  BILL. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  supplemental  depoiite 
bill  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RENCHER  submitted  sn  amendment  providing 
for  the  disposition  of  the  United  States  Bank  stock  owned 
by  the  United  States,  in  case  it  should  be  received  before- 
the  distribution  bill  came  into  operation,  (vz:  that  its  pro. 
ceeds  should  be  added  to  the  amount  to  be  distributed,) 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nsys(  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.   McRIM  moved  the  previous  question i  but  the 


House  refused  to  second  the  motion,  only  54  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WISE  then  addressed  the  House  on  the  principles 
of  the  original  billi  and,  after  a  few  words  in  explaoalioa 
from  Mr.  PATTON, 

Mr.  MANN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendmenti  which 
was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  60,  nays  76. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  wss 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

CHICKASAW  SCHOOL  LANDS   AND   FIVE  FEB 
CENT.  FUND. 
Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  it  was  now 
near  day-light,  and  he  had  been  patiently  waiting  from 
ten  o'clock  on  the  previous  morning  for  an  opportunity 
of  moving  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  « to  carry 
into  effVct  the  compact  with  the  States  of  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  in  regard  to  the  sixteenth  sections  and  the 
five  per  cent,  fund."    He  was  wearied  with  these  re- 
peated prolonged  sitting^  these  midnight  vigils,  but 
could  not  neglect  a  bill  which,  though  lucal  in  its  char- 
acter, was  of  absorbing  interest  to  his  constituents.     He 
was  aware  of  the  competition  for  the  floori  of  the  deep 
anxiety  of  almost  every  gentleman  to  call  up  some  fa- 
vorite measure:  he  knew  that  there  were  bills  upon  the 
calendar  of  more  national  importance;  but  still  he  would 
throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  his  friends  around 
him,  on  all  sides  and  in  all  parties  of  the  House,  and  ask 
fur  the  immediate  commitment  and  consideration  of  this 
bill.     He  would  move  to  give  it  precedence  over  all 
others.     He  had  not  heretofore  been  troublesome,  im* 
portunate,  or  officious;  he  had  proposed  no  partisan 
measures,  made  no  superfluous  requests.   The  youngest 
member  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  felt,  from 
the  day  on  which  he  took  his  seat,  that  he  had  much  to 
learn  from  the  wisdom  of  the  distinguished  men  around 
him,  much  to  ask  and  expect  from  their  liberality  and 
kindness.     He  had  experienced  frequent  instances  of 
this  from  the  committee,  which  had  already  voted  him, 
without  opposition,   handsome  appropriations  for  the 
benefit  of  his  State.     And  he  now  asked,  as  a  personal 
favor  to  himself,  and  to  his  respected  colleague,  [Mr. 
DiCKSov,]  absent  from  indisposition}  he  asked  it  as  due 
to  the  people  of  Mississippi,  and  more  particularly  to 
his  enterprising  and  intelligent  constituents  residing  in 
the  Chickasaw  cession;  he  asked  it  in  behalf  of  the  great 
cause  of  letters  and  internal  improvement,  which  will  be 
essentially  advanced,  that  the  House  do  agree,  in  theee 
expiring  moments  of  its  protracted  session,  to  go  Into 
committee  on  this  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C,  the  House  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stste  of  the  Union,  and  took  up  the 
bill  indicated  by  Mr.  C,  the  title  of  which  was  as  follows. 

<<  An  act  to  carry  into  effect,  in  the  States  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi,  the  existing  compacts  within  thoae 
States  in  regard  to  the  five  per  cent,  fund  and  the  school 
reservations." 

[This  bill  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  people  of 
Mississippi.  It  makes  an  appropriation  out  of  the  I'reea- 
ury  of  an  amount  equal  to  five  per  cent,  on  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds  of  ihe  sales  of  the  Chickasaw  lands,  probably 
$30,000,  and  authorixes  the  SUte  to  locate  other  lands 
in  half  or  quarter  sections,  or  eighths,  in  lieu  of  the  16ih 
sections  neglected  to  be  secured  by  the  provisions  of 
*the  treaty;  and  the  land  thus  located  is  for  the  une  of 
schools  in  the  twelve  counties  recently  organized  in'^the 
Chickasaw  cession.  Alabama  is  alike  interested,  but  in 
a  smaller  degree.] 

The  bill  was  read,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  re» 
ported  without  amendment. 
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Mr.  RIPLEY  moved  that  the  committee  t»ke  up  the 
bill  entitled  "an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States.*' 

On  taking  the  question  twice,  the  tellers  first  report- 
edy  yeas  71,  nays  44;  second,  yeas  73,  nays  36;  no  quo- 
rum. 

Mr.  EVEKETT  moved  that  the  committee  rise  and 
report  that  fact  to  the  House. 

The  CHAIB  then  rose,  and  was  proceeding  to  count 
the  House,  when 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  rose  and  called  the 
Chair  to  order. 

The  CHAIR  desired  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to 
take  his  seat. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  shall  not  Uke  my  seat— you  take 
yours. 

[Loud  cries  of  order!  order  I  from  every  part  of  the 
hall.] 

The  CHAIR.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  called 
to  order. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  call  you  to  order. 

The  CHAIR,  again.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
will  be  pleased  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS.  I  shall  not  take  my  seat!  You  take 
yours— I  call  you  to  order! 

The  SPEAKER  here  appeared  and  resumed  the  chair; 
when 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  reported  that  while  in  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House,  Mr.  Wiluaks,  of  Kentucky, 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  ad- 
dressed the  Chairman  whilst  he  was  counting  the  mem- 
bers for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a  quorum 
was  present,  and  was  ci|lled  to  order  by  the  Chairman 
and  requested  to  take  bis  seat;  this  he  positively  and  re- 
peatedly refused  to  do,  and  called  the  Chairman  to  or- 
der, and  demanded  of  him  to  take  his  seat;  and  Mr.  Wil- 
UAJis  persisting  in  his  refusal  to  submit  to  the  authority 
of  the  Chair,  the  Chairman  left  the  chair,  and  now  re- 
ports the  facts  which  had  induced  the  committee  to  rise 
to  the  Speaker,  and  through  him  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  decided  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Lost, 
without  a  count. 

Mr.  VINTON  then,  by  consent,  moved  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  mornings 
at  8  o'clock;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  rose  and  said  that,  like  all  other 
men,  lie  was  somewltat  impulsive  when  he  found  his 
rights  trampled  upon;  but  he  wished  the  House  distinctly 
to  understand  that  what  he  had  done  was  not  out  of  con- 
tempt or  disrespect  to  the  House.  The  fact  was  that, 
but  a  few  moments  before,  he  had  called  for  a  division 
pf  the  q[uestion,  and  the  individual  occupying  the  chair 
bad  refused  to  listen  to  his  motion.  He  himself  had 
passed  it  over  then,  though  one  of  his  colleagues  had 
oome  to  him  and  endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from  doing 
so.  On  what  he  considered  a  repetition  of  the  insult,  he 
called  the  Chair  to  order.  He  would  now  state  distinct- 
ly that  he  intended  no  disrespect  to  the  House,  but  he 
did  intend  to  offer  an  indignity  to  the  man  who  occupi- 
ed the  chair. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  Then  I  will  not  take  the  chair 
again. 

The  SPEAKER.   The  Chairman  will  resume  the  chair. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  Af^er  what  has  fallen  from  the 
member,  1  will  not  take  the  chair. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Lost, 
without  a  division. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  Chair  had  hoped  that,  on 
the  temporary  rising  of  tbo  committeey  tbii  question 


would  have  been  settled  without  any  difficulty,  and  ho 
still  hoped  so.  It  was  a  novel  case,  and  it  was  for  the 
House,  under  the  circumstances,  to  take  its  own  course. 
He  again  requested  the  chairman  to  resume  the  chair. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said,  he  must  decline. 

Mr.  LEWIS  remarked  that  a  great  deal  was  due  to 
temperance  on  this  occasion.  The  fact  was  that  the 
House  had  had,  for  several  days  past,  most  protracted 
sessions,  and  the  great  interest  felt  by  particular  mem- 
bers for  particular  measures  might  have  prompted  the 
Chairman  to  have  done  more  for  the  despatch  of  busi- 
ness than  was  perhaps  strictly  regular,  though  without 
intending  it.  He  himself  had  no  doubt  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  labored  under  the  impression  that 
an  indignity  was  offered  to  him,  though  he  was  quite 
confident  that  none  was  intended.  It  was,  perhaps,  an 
innocent  misunderstanding  on  both  sides,  and  as  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Kentucky  had  made  an  apology  to  the  House, 
and  one  that  Mr.  L.  considered  ample  and  satisfactory, 
he  hoped  the  Chairman  would  resume  the  chair. 

Mr.  JARVIS  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  case  was 
a  very  simple  one.  It  was,  whether  the  House  would 
suffer  itself  to  be  insulted  through  its  Chairman  when  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  thry  would  not  sustain 
their  Chairman,  if  they  would  not  resent  an  Indignity  of- 
fered to  him  in  the  chair,  there  was  an  end  to  all  order. 

Mr.  LEWIS  replied,  that  if  the  chairman  was  willing 
to  push  forward  the  business  of  the  House  in  a  manner 
yiolative  of  the  rules  of  order,  he  could  not  but  expect 
that  the  House  would  insist  upon  the  observance  of  itf 
rules.  He  did  not  impute  any  blame  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  then  occupying  the  chair.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  L.  believed  he  was  acting  in  accordance 
with  what  he  believed  to  be  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
He  trusted,  however,  they  would  not  be  disturbed  by  a 
formal  discussion  on  the  subject.  As  to  the  indignity  to 
the  House,  he  considered  an  ample  atonement  had  been 
offered,  for  something  was  owing  to  the  circumstances 
and  to  the  course  pursued  by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  PATTON  thought  the  first  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  entitled  to  very  great  considera- 
tion, and  they  should  strive  to  pass  over  this  thing.  It 
was  not  Mr.  P's  intention  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
subject,  or  to  recommend  any  step  for  the  purpose  of 
asserting  the  dignity  of  the.  House,  or  of  inquiring  who 
was  wrong,  or  who  most  wrong,  in  this  matter,  for  he 
did  not  deem  such  a  course  to  be  necessary.  There  is 
the  gentleman  who  occupied  the  chair  refusing  to  resume 
it,  and  they  must  consequently  either  stand  where  they 
were,  or  get  on  in  some  way.  If  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania still  refused  to  resume  the  chair,  Mr.  P.  hoped 
the  Speaker  would  request  some  one  else  to  take  it. 
[Cries  of  no!  no!  from  all  parts  of  the  hall.] 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  no  one  else  would  take 
the  chair,  till  the  insult  offered  to  the  Chairman  had  been 
satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

[By  unanimous  consent  the  Speaker  signed  a  number 
of  enrolled  bills  at  this  stage.] 

Mr.  CRAIG  moved  an  adjournment.     Lost. 

Mr.  PATTON  wished  to  add  to  what  he  said  before. 
It  was  perfectly  manifest  that  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  House  could  not  do  any  thing  more  than  he  had  done, 
and  it  was  for  the  House  to  take  what  meiAures  it  thought 
best.  No  proposition  of  that  sort  having  been  made, 
he  now  submitted  to  the  Speaker  whether  it  was  not  the 
rule  that  he  should  vacate  the  chair,  and,  if  the  former 
Chairman  refused  to  take  the  chair,  appoint  some  one 
else  in  his  place. 

Mr.  PARKS  had  particularly  remarked  the  course  of 
the  Chairman  that  night,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was 
strictly  parliamentary;  and,  after  what  had  taken  place, 
he  should  deem  it  highly  improper  in  the  Speaker  to  call 
any  other  person  to  the  chair,  until  some  apology  bad 
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been  made  to  th»t  genlleman  for  the  insult  offered  hiiti 
by  the  member  from  Kentucky.  For  one»  he  should 
object  to  any  other  Chairman  being  appointed  until  that 
be  done. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  objected  to  this  course,  as  it  might 
render  the  session  interminable.  He  would  take  the 
liberty  of  adding  that  it  was  not  at  all  necesssry  that  the 
House  should  instantly  vindicate  its  own  dignity,  if  it 
bad  been  insulted.  Any  time  during  the  session  would 
do,  cither  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  or  by 
some  other  mode.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  some  other 
gentleman  would  be  called  to  the  chair,  and  leave  the 
question  open  for  future  decisioq. 

The  SPEAKER  would  respectfully  state  that  as  the 
case  was  altogether  of  a  novel  character,  he  would  be 
entirely  under  the  control  and  government  of  the  House 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  moved  that  the  Speaker  re- 
quest some  other  gentlemsn  to  take  the  chair.  [Cries 
of  no!  no!  from  all  parts  of  the  hall.] 

Mr.  CALHOON,of  Kentucky,said,if  the  House  would 
accede  to  this  proposition,  he  was  well  assured  that  his 
colleague  would  on  Monday  make  such  an  apology  as 
would  be  right  and  proper.  If  he  did  not,  then  Mr.  C 
himself  would  move  such  resolutions  and  such  proceed- 
ings as  should  vindicate  the  order  and  dignity  of  the 
House.  To  this  he  pledged  himself,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  assent  to  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  knew  his  coUesgueto 
be  actuated  by  the  best  feelings,  both  towards  him  and 
towards  the  House.  During  the  present  session  Mr.  W. 
had  done  all  in  his  power  to  keep  order,  nor  had  he  done 
any  thing  to  obstruct  the  business  of  legislation;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  every  thing  to  expiedite  it.  What  apology 
might  be  necessary  was  unknown  to  him,  but  he  could 
only  repeat  what  he  had  said  before.  That  under  the 
excitement  of  the  moment,  believing,  as  could  be  testi- 
fied to  by  a  host  of  members,  that  an  indignity  had  been 
oflTered  to  him  by  the  Chairman,  he  bad  acted  as  he  had 
done,  and  as  he  believed  he  hsd  a  perfect  right  to  do. 
He  called  for  a  division  of  the  question:  the  Chairman 
said  "  never  mind— go  on,  go  on?"  and  then  one  of  Mr. 
W's  collesgues  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  he  had 
received  more  than  any  man  ought  to  receive,  and  that 
be  ought  to  insist  upon  his  rights.  Still  he  thought  the 
Chairman  intended  nothing  till  after  two  successive 
counts.  By  passing  through  the  tellers,  it  was  evident 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present;  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Chairman  immediately  to  have  vacated  the  chair  and 
made  known  the  fact  to  the  House.  Still  the  Chairman  was 
not  satisfied,  and  he  himself  commenced  counting,  when 
the  member  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Everett]  moved  that 
the  committee  rise  and  report  that  there  was  no  quorum. 
Well,  what  did  the  Chairman  then  do?  Instead  of  put- 
ting the  question,  (said  Mr.  W.,}  as  he  should  have  done, 
he  ordered  the  members  to  take  their  seats,  commenced 
counting,  and  I  got  up  to  a  point  of  order.  The  Chair- 
man directed  me  to  take  my  seat,  and  I  refused,  when 
there  were  cries  of  order!  order!  from  every  psrt  of  the 
hall,  intimating  that  I  was  out  order.  I  then  said  that  I 
called,  the  Chairman  to  order,  and  that  he  had  ftiled  to 
discharge  the  4pty  imposed  upon  him.  I  was  again  call- 
ed  to  order  from  every  quarter,  and  every  man  knows 
how  to  appreciate  a  thing  of  this  kind.  I  have  said  that 
I  was  the  last  man  upon  this  floor  who  would  offer  an 
indignity  to  the  House,  but  that  all  I  did  do  was  intended 
to  reach  the  Chairman,  and  I  will  not  recall  what  I  have 
said.  Towards  none  do  I  entertain  any  unkind  feelings 
except  one,  but  I  will  never  submit  to  be  dictated  to  by 
any  man.  I  do  not  know  (added  Mr.  W.)  whether 
you  can  separate  the  personal  and  official  character  of 
the  Chairman,  but  I  intended  to  insult  him  without  in- 
tending to  insult  the  House,  for  I  knew  he  had  no  right 
to  govern  the  House. 


Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  a  few  suggestions.  He  was 
satisfied,  he  said,  that  his  colleague  mac^  the  renuirks  he 
did,  under  the  supposition  that  he  was  insulted  by  the 
gentlemsn  from  Pennsylvania.  But  Mr.  U.  was  perlectly 
satisfied  that  that  gentleman  designed  no  insult  to  his  col- 
league from  Kentucky.  His  colleague,  perhaps,  was  not 
much  acquainted  with  the  gentleman's  rapidity  of  man- 
ner, and  therefore  ascribed  it  to  insult  towards  himself. 
Mr.  U.  was  satisfied  the  Chairman  was  acting  his  best  to 
progress  in  the  business  of  the  House,  whether  in  order 
or  out  of  order,  in  counting  the  House  after  the  report  of 
the  tellers  that  no  quorum  had  voted.  Mr.  U.  did  not 
know  whether  the  Chairman  had  the  right  to  do  this  or 
not.  If  he  bad,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Wilmaks]  was  wrong 
in  calling  him  to  order.  It  seemed  to  him,  however, 
that  the  difficulty  could  be  settled  in  this  way;  that  his 
colleague  might  acknowledge,  without  compromitting  his 
honor  in  the  least,  that  what  he  did  proceeded  from  a 
belief  that  he  was  personally  insulted;  and  Mr.  U.  felt 
satisfied,  as  his  friend  and  colleague,  that  no  insult  was 
intended.     [Mr.  U.  paused  for  some  time.] 

Mr.  FRY  said  he  had  listened  to  the  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Williams,]  and  it  cer- 
tainly was  unsatisfactory,  and  he  suggested  a  resolution 
to  that  effect. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  begged  leave  to  add  a  word  or 
two.  He  was  sure  he  could  not  be  mistaken  in  suppo- 
sing the  Chairman  intended  no  Insult  to  his  colleague,  and 
he  thought  the  correct  course  would  be  for  his  colleague 
to  state  to  the  House  that  what  he  bad  done  proceeded 
from  a  belief  that  he  was  insulted,  and  his  rights  trampled 
upon;  that  in  that  belief  only,  and  laboring  under  that  im- 
pression, if  it  should  be  the  sense  of  the  House  that  be 
was  not  insulted,  or  intended  to  be  insulted,  be  retracts 
every  thing  he  has  said.  This  Mr.  U.  thought  the  best 
way,  without  compromitting  the  honor  of  any  body. 

A  considerable  pause  took  place,  apparently  to  give 
Mr.  Williams  a  further  opportunity  of  explaining;  but 
that  gentleman  not  rising. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  course  of  the  Chairman  in 
counting  the  House,  when  a  quorum  had  not  voted,  was 
strictly  parliamentary. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  no  doubt 
all  the  difficulty  had  grown  out  of  the  fact  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  not  knowing  the  rules.  It  had  been 
the  invariable  rule  for  the  Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  whenever  the  queation  was 
raised,  whether  a  quorum  was  present  or  not,  to  pro- 
ceed iiimself  to  count  the  members,  or  to  ascertain  in  any 
other  way  he  thought  best  to  accomplish  that  object. 
Now,  it  was  well  known  that  a  division  of  the  House  did 
not  always  ascertain  that  fact,  for  it  was  frequently  the 
case  that  all  the  members  did  not  vote.  In  the  present 
instance,  he  knew  that  many  members  did  not  vote,  and 
he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  ascertain  whether 
a  quorum  was  present  or  not,  by  his  own  personal  exam- 
ination, if  he  could.  He  thought  at  the  time  that  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  supposed  the  Chairman  had  no 
such  right  or  power,  but  Mr.  W.  maintained  it  to  be  his 
duty.  Now,  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  labors 
ing  under  that  impression,  it  seemed  to  him  [Mr.  Writ- 
tlssbt]  that,  without  compromitting  his  honor,  it  wss 
due  to  him  to  make  such  a  statement  to  the  House.  An 
explanation  like  this  would  settle  the  difliculy,  and  the 
House  might  then  proceed  in  its  business. 

Mr.  PATTON  had  thought  the  plan  he  recommended 
would  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  House,  but  gentlemen 
said  no!  no!  no!  and  yet  no  one  had  offered  any  proposi- 
tion.    He  now  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Retolvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  in- 
to consideration  whether  any,  and|  if  any,  what  measures 
ought  to  be  taken  in  vindication  of  the  authority  of  the 
House  a11e/;ed  to  be  contemned  by  the  violation  of  order 
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reported  by  the  Cbairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  P.  thought  this  would  be  the  best  mode  to  be 
adopted,  and  then  the  business  of  the  House  might  pro- 
ceed.    [Cries  of  no!  no!] 

Mr.  U.  M.  JOHNSON  adverted  to  the  fact  that  this 
was  perhaps  the  first  instance  of  its  kind  that  had  oc- 
curred since  the  organization  of  the  Government.  The 
fact  was,  that  if  the  ground  was  maintained  that  the  Chair- 
man could  he  officially  or  personally  insulted  in  the 
chair^  no  one  would  ever  consent  to  occupy  it.  He 
would  say  to  the  House,  however,  that  such  was  his 
knowledge  of  his  colleague's  character  as  an  honorable 
and  feeling  man,  that  he  was  sure  he  intended  no  insult 
to  the  House,  and  that  he  was  excited  towards  the  Chair- 
man only  under  the  belief  that  that  gentleman  bad  ex- 
hibited a  want  of  attention  towards  him.  Now,  Mr.  J. 
was  well  convinced  that  every  member  of  the  House 
would  acquit  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  of  any 
intention  of  a  personal  insult}  but  his  (Mr.  J's)  colleague 
being  under  that  impression,  as  is  very  evident  from  what 
he  has  said,  has  made  an  attack  upon  the  Chairman  of 
the  House  which  ts  totally  unjustifiable.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  his  friend  would  take  the  advice  of  his  col- 
leagues, either  then  or  when  under  less  excitement.  If 
he  did  not,  he  had  a  different  character  from  what  Mr. 
J.  had  always  thought  him  to  be  possessed  of. 

Mr.  HARPER,  in  a  few  remarks,  also  urged  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  to  make  the  explanation  suggest- 
ed by  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  be  had  made  the  motion  that  the 
committee  rise  and  report  there  was  no  quorum,  holding 
that  to  be  the  proper  course,  though  he  knew  that  many 
gentlemen  contended  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Chairman 
to  ascertain  himself  whether  there  was  a  quorum  or  not. 
It  was  possible  that  his  motion  bad  produced  the  diffi- 
culty, and  he  now  regretted  extremely  that  he  had 
made  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  ag[ain  repeated  his  former  statement, 
saying  that  his  '*  indignation  and  contempt  had  been 
aroused"  by  the  insult  offered  to  him  by  the  Chair. 
Mr.  W.  did  not,  and  would  not,  retract  any  thing  he  had 
said. 

Mr.  PEAKCE,  of  Maryland,  then  rose  and  said,  that 
however  painful  it  might  be,  he  felt  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  moving  such  a  resolution  as  should  vindicate 
the  dignity  and  order  of  the  House.  That  House  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  any  personal  quarrel  be- 
tween the  gentleman  occupying  the  chair  and  the  mem- 
ber from  Kentucky;  but  he  was  very  much  mistaken  if 
it  bad  not  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  violation  of  its  or- 
ders, and  the  total  sacrifice  of  all  the  public  business  at 
a  Moment  like  the  present  While  he  deeply  regretted 
the  painful  necessity  which  urged  him  to  do  it,  he  most 
respectfully  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

lietohed.  That  the  member  from  Kentucky,  Mr.  Wil- 
UAxs,  having  refused  to  take  his  seat  when  ordered  so 
to  do  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House;  having  ordered  the  Chairman  to  take  his  seat, 
and  having  defied  the  power  of  the  Chair  and  the  House, 
has  committed  a  contempt  of  this  House,  and  is  justly 
liable  to  its  censure. 

Mr.  LEWIS  contended  that  the  House  should  be  gov- 
erned by  the  quo  animo  towards  itself.  He  held  that  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  right  in  retorting  what  he 
considered  to  be  an  insult  towards  himself  by  the  Chair- 
man; for  supposing  the  Chairman  threw  an  inkstand  at 
his  head,  would  he  not  be  justified  in  sending  the  missile 
back?  Mr.  L.  also  maintained  that  the  distinction  should 
be  drawn  between  the  personal  and  official  character  of 
the  Chairman.  He  ^ad  no  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  say  that  he  had  no  intention  to  insult 
t&e  member  from  Pennsylvania  as  Chairman  of  the  House, 


but  as  an  individual,  and  he  would  put  that  question  to 
the  gentleman.  " 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  sincerely  hoped  that  no  such  question 
would  be  propounded  to  the  member  from  Kentucky, 
nor  that  any  course  would  be  taken  that  would  have  the 
effect  of  converting  this  into  a  personal  altercation.  He 
differed  with  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  personal  feelings  of  the  member 
from  Kentucky  towards  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  or  whatever  ground  he  might  have  sup- 
posed he  had.  Mr.  P.  thought  be  had  none.  He  should 
not  be  justified  in  his  course,  whatever  his  personal  feel« 
ings  may  have  been.  While  in  the  House  they  were  all 
bound  to  conform  to  its  rules,  and  the  proper  tinoe  and 
place  for  an  expression  of  personal  feelings  was  else- 
where, and  at  a  different  time,  than  on  that  floor.  Thia 
act  can  only  be  regarded  here  as  an  act  of  the  member 
from  Kentucky,  in  violation  of  the  order  of  the  House  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  Mr.  P.  held  that  no  personal 
feelings  could  justify  such  concuct.  The  language,  too, 
used  since  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  his  ex- 
planation, must  be  considered  by  all  the  members  of  the 
House  as  an  act  of  disrespect  to  that  body  and  to  its  pre- 
siding officer;  and  Mr.  P .  could  conceive  of  no  proper 
result  until  that  language  was  withdrawn,  or,  if  that  was 
not  done,  of  the  adoption  of  a  proposition  similar  to  that 
indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland;  in  which  Mr. 
P.  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  he  entirely  concurred. 

Mr.  THOMAS  would  suggest  whether  the  House 
could  not,  without  compromitting  its  own  dignity,  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  his  colleague's  resolution  tilt 
Monday.     [General  cries  of  no!  no!] 

Mr.  EVANS  did  not  see  what  could  be  gained  by 
postponing  this  matter  till  Monday,  when  it  would  prob- 
ably consume  the  whole  day.  If  any  more  business  was 
intended  to  be  done,  this  matter  must  first  be  settled; 
and  he  regretted,  extremely  regretted,  that  the  member 
from  Kentucky  did  not  seem  inclined  to  accede  to  the 
request,  advice,  and  solicitation,  of  his  friends  and  col- 
leagues, and  what  seemed  also  to  be  a  very  generous  sen- 
timent on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  thereby  put  an  end 
to  this  exceedingly  unpleasant  matter.  Mr.  E .  regretted 
that  the  gentleman  did  not  take  the  view  of  it  his  col- 
leagues did .  The  gentleman  himself  had  lef\  the  matter 
beyond  all  doubt;  for  since  the  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  he  declared  his  object  explicitly  was  to  offer  an 
indignity  to  the  Chairman. 

The  reason  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
offered  no  justification,  even  if  the  Chairman  had  heard* 
his  call.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  did  not  know  that 
those  calls  for  "question,"  divide,"  •*  teller^a" . from 
members  in  their  seaU,  were  entirely  out  of  order;  and 
neither  the  Speaker  nor  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  bound  to  regard  them,  unless  a  mem- 
ber rose  and  addressed  the  call  to  the  Chair  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  be  was  about  to  address  the  House.  That 
the  Chairman  had  been  treated  with  great  ii^ignity 
there  was  no  doubt;  and  he  hoped  that  gentleman  would 
not  resume  the  chair,  nor  that  any  other  would  be  put 
in  his  place,  until  this  matter  was  settled;  for  the  House 
was  under  a  deep  obligation  to  protect  its  p^eiiding 
officers. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  did  ribt  intend  to  offer 
any  justification  for  his  colleague;  but  he  was  convinced 
that,  when  he  had  time  to  reflect,  he  would  make  such 
an  explanation  as  would  be  satisfactory.  Mr.  C.  asked 
that  this  matter  be  postponed  till  •  Monday.  He  asked  it 
not  so  much  as  a  favor  to  his  colleague  as  to  the  other 
members  from  Kentucky.  He  ag^in  assured  the  House 
of  his  conviction  that  on  Monday  his  colleague  would 
come  forward  with  a  full  and  frank  disavowal. 

Mr.  PATTON  then  modified  his  resolution  as  follows: 

Beioited,  That  a  committee  be   appointed   to  uke 
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into  consideration  what  measures  ougrht  to  be  taken  in 
▼indication  of  the  authority  of  the  House,  contemned  by 
the  violation  of  order,  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Maryland,  then  mored  hit  as  a  tub* 
ititute. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  remarked  that  there  was  no  differ- 
cnce  of  opinion  in  the  House  as  to  the  violation  of  or- 
der on  the  part  of  the  member  from  Kentuckyt  but  Mr. 
R.  appealed  to  the  House  whether  it  ought  to  be  visited 
by  its  censure  and  punishment  at  this  late  period.  He 
asked  what  member  would  have  escaped  censure,  if  cen- 
■ure  had  fallen  upon  every  breach  of  order  during  the 
present  aession?  It  was  too  late  in  the  session  to  com- 
mence this  vindictive  course  towards  the  member  from 
Kentucky. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  in- 
serting the  subsequent  declaration  of  Mr.  Williams, 
that  his  intention  was  to  insult  the  Chairman^  but  the 
House  evincing  an  indisposition,  Mr.  P.  withdrew  it. 

The  substitute  of  Mr.  Pbarcb  was  then  agreed  to  as 
an  amendment,  with  only  one  dissentient  voice;  and  the 
resolution,  so  amended,  was  concurred  in,  [only  two 
voices  cried  no  at  first,  and  aAer  a  short  time  a  third 
was  heard,]  with  only  three  dissentieot  voices.  It  was 
then  half  past  four,  A.  M. 

The  House  then  went  again  into  committee,  (Mr. 
BuTSiHLAVO  resuming  the  chair,)  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PATTON,  immediately  rose,  and  reported  the  various 
bilU  acted  on  to  the  Huuae. 

The  House  continued  to  sit  till  nearly  5  o'clock  act- 
ing upon  various  billa,  when  it  arljouroed  to  meet  again 
on  Monday  morning,  at  8  o'clock. 

MOHDAT,  JVLT  4. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  RULES. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  asked  the  consent  of  the 
House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Beiohed^  That  the  16th  and  17th  joint  rules  of  the  two 
Houses,  which  provide  that  no  bill  that  ahall  have  passed 
one  House  shall  be  sent  for  concurrence  to  the  other  on 
cither  of  the  three  last  days  of  the  session,  and  wliich 
also  prohibit  any  bill  or  resolution  that  shall  have  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approbatien  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  are  hereby  sus- 
pended until  hair  past  3  o'clock  of  this  day,  so  far  as 
respects  bills  of  the  Senate  now  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  bills  of  the  House  of  Representatives  now 
in  the  Senate. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  M.  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  ruler,  and  briefly  explained  his  object  to  be  to  em- 
brace some  bilU  that  had  passed  the  two  Houses,  but 
had  not  received  the  signaturea  of  ihe  preaiding  oflicera. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  asked  tor  the  yeas  and  naysi  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  House  refused  to  sus- 
pend—84  to  77^-not  two  thirds. 

Mr.  MASON  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  17ih  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses, 
which  declares  tifat  **  no  bill  or  resolution  that  shall  have 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate^ 
shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  his  approbation  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,"  be  sus- 
pended until  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  this  day,  so  far  as  to 
embrace  those  bills  which  have  passed  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  fur  the 
yeas  and  nays,  for  he  said  he  did  not  wish  to  be  detained 
there  all  night«  which  were  ordered. 

After  various  suggestions  by  Messrs.  VINTON, 
PATTON,  WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio*  and  THOMAS,  at 


to  certain  bills  being  embraced  within  the  resolution,  and 
the  mode  of  doing  so, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  except  the 
bill  to  transfer  certain  appropriations  from  the  PoloiMO 
bridge  to  other  uses. 

Mr.  MASONy  of  Yirginiai  accepted  the  above  ss  a 
modification. 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  include  in  the  resolution  a 
joint  resolution  annulling  certain  lawa  of  the  Legitbiivt 
Council  of  Florida,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  motion;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  T.  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  moved  further  to  amend  the  resolution  by  em- 
bracing the  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  aystem  of  tbs 
United  States. 

Mr.  LYON  called  for  the  yeaa  and  naya^  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeaa  94^  nays  61. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  include  the  bill  to 
alter  and  amend  the  act  impoaing  duties  and  importi. 
Lost. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  include  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  tulTeren 
by  the  late  fire  in  New  York. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  e»lled  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  previous  qaei- 
tion. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayst  wbioh  vers  not 
ordered. 

The  motion  to  Ly  on  the  table  was  then  decided  in 
the  negative:  Ayes  43,  noes  not  counted. 

The  previous  question  wss  then  secondedi  Ayes95| 
noes  not  counted  i  and  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
be  put. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  motion  to  suspend  wu 
not  divisible,  inaamuch  as  the  object  for  which  a  autpen- 
aion  of  the  rules  is  akked  must  necessarily  form  a  part  of 
the  motion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal;  which 
were  not  ordered. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  then  affirmed  without 
a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  sui- 
pend  the  rulest  which  was  decided  In  the  affirmatiTe: 
Yeas  111,  nays  53. 

Mr.  JARYIS  moved  to  amend  the  resolation  by  In- 
cluding the  bill  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  in  the  niry, 
and  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  marine  corps.  Lost. 

Mr.  RICE  GARLAND  moved  to  include  the  bill  al- 
lowing the  Appalachieola  Railroad  Company  to  locate  on 
the  public  landa. 

Mr.  PINCKNRY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
including  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cooper.  Loit. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  in- 
cluding the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  issuing  certain 
acrip  certificates. 

Mr.  GARLAND  accepted  this  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  FKENCH  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  in* 
eluding  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  tlic  Portland  and 
Louisville  canal  stock.   Los*. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  tu  lay  the  whole  subject  on  ths 
table.  Lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  SPANGLER  moved  the  previoua  question { which 
was  seconded :  Ayes  ST,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  BOND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question i  which  were  not  ordered,  and  the 
House  ordered  the  main  queation  to  be  put. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  a  division  upon  the  originsl 
reiolutloa  and  upon  the  amendment* 
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The  GHATR  decided  that  the  reiolution  VM  not  sus- 
ceptible  of  division. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

After  a  few  words  by  Messrs.  ADAMS,  PARKER, 
and  HARRISON  of  Missouri, 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  moved  the  previoas 
question  on  the  apnea]. 

Mr.  ROBBRTSuN  moved  to  lar  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HARLAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsyp,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the 
nefrative,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  withdrew  the  appeal. 

Mr.  RENCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution!  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EVANS  renewed  the  appeal  taken  by  Mr.  Adaxs. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ap- 
peali  which  were  not  ordered,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  affirmed  without  a  division. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lution, and  decided  in  the  affirmative!  Teas  111.  nays 
50.  ^ 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  affaira 
of  Texas,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolutions: 

*'  1.  RefOfved,  That  the  independence  of  Texas  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  whenever  sat- 
isfactory information  has  been  received  that  it  has  in  suc- 
cessful operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  per- 
forming the  duties  and  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  an  In- 
dependent Power. 

<*  3.  Resolved^  That  the  House  of  Representatives  per- 
ceive with  satisfaction  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  adopted  measurea  to  ascertain  the  political, 
military,  and  civil  condition  of  Texas." 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  toTlay  the  report  and  resolutions 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  PINCRNET  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were :  Teas 40, 'nays  108. 

8o  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  this  was  a  subject  upon  which  he 
had  a  great  desire  to  give  his  views,  but  they  all  knew 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  discuss  it  at  this  late  period 
of  the  seasion.  For  the  first,  and  probably  for  the  last 
time  in  his  life,  if  it  was  not  out  of  order  for  him  to  do 
iuch  a  thing,  and  if  it  would  not  be  considered  as  inter- 
fering with  the  prerogative  of  any  other  gentleman,  he 
demanded  the  previous  Question  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolins,  thought  It  not 
necessary,  and  he  therefore  begged  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PEYTON  refused,  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  time  to  discuss  the  subject. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded:  Ayes  80,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  ordering 
the  main  question)  which  were  not  ordered,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution,  and 
was:  Yeas  128,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Ash,  Bell,  Bockee,  6ond,  Bouldin,  Boyd, 
Bunch,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chap- 
man, Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,-  Coles, 
Connor,  Cusbing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Denny,  Dick- 


erson,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Forester,  French,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Gran- 
ger, Griffin,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan^ 
A.  G.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hopkins^ 
Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Inger- 
soll,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lay, 
G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
J.  Mann,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Mason,  W.  Mason,  Maury,  May, 
McCarty,  McKny,  McKennan,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Owens,  Pagfe,  Parker,  Patterson,  Patton,  P. 
Pierce,  Pettigrew,  Peyion,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher, 
John  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour, 
A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sloane, 
Smith,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Under- 
wood, Ward,  M'ashington,  E.  W  hittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittle- 
sey, L.  Williams,  8.  Williama— 128. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adam«,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beale, 
Clarlr,  Crane,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hazeltine,  Jarvis, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Pottt, 
Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Vinton— 20. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  resolution, 
and  was:  Yeas  113,  nays  22,  asfollowsi 

Ykas— Messrs.  A^h,  Beale,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boyd, 
Bunch,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chap- 
man, Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
Coffee,  Connor,  Gushing,  Cushman,  Denny,  Dickerson, 
Dunlap,  Parian,  Forester,  French,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gal- 
braith, J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Grayson,  Haley, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  O.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Hen- 
derson, Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingeraoll,  J.  Jackson,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C . 
Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Law- 
ler, Lay,  G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lucan,  Lyon,  J. 
Mann,  Martin,  W.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McKay, 
McKennan,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgom- 
ery, Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Patter- 
son, F.  Pierce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Ripley,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Seymour,  A.  H.  Shep. 
perd.  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slo»ne,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Underwood,  Ward,  Washington,  E. 
Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  Wil- 
liams—IIS. 

N^TS^Messri.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beaumont, 
Bouldin,  Clark,  Coles,  Darlington,  Grennell,  H.  Hal), 
Haaeltinr,  Hiester,  f^wrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  Milligan, 
D.  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  Slade— 22. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  joint  resolution  adopted  this  morning  having  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  the  following  amend- 
ment: *«  Strike  out  all  af\er  the  word  *  suspended,'  and 
insert  « ao  far  as  relates  to  such  acts  as  have  already 
passed  both  Houses,  and  have  been  signed  by  the  pre- 
siding officers  thereof.' " 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  that  the  House  concur. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  except  from  the  operation  of 
this  resolution  the  bill  passed  gm  Saturday  night  last,  con- 
firming the  titles  to  certain  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question;  which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas 
87,  nays  39. 

Mr.  JARVIS  called  for  the  yeas  upon  ordering  the 
main  question,  but  they  were  refused}  and  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  BOND  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question  I  but  they  were  refused,  and  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  was  concurred  in  without  a  count. 
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Compemation  to  MMengen^^Fay  far  Booka^  Ue. 


[JuLT  4,  1836. 


COMPENSATION  TO  MESSENGERS. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  to  p»y 
|250  extra  to  each  of  the  little  boys  attending  in  the 
House,  (in  addition  to  their  pay  of  fl  50  a  day;)  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  offered  an  amendment,  to  give 
the  Post  Office  meisengers  $750  per  annum. 

Mr.  HAUOIN  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded:  Ayes  79,  noes  59;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

PAY  FOR  BOOKS,  &c. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  offer 
a  resolution  directing  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  pay  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  the  amount  of  the  expenses  in 
providing  books  for  the  new  members.  [The  Senate 
had  stricken  out  the  item  from  the  supplementary  appro- 
priation bill  on  Saturday  last.] 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  objected. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule.  Agreed 
to— 91  to  35. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  hoped  the  House  would  con- 
sent to  the  yeas  and  nays,  so  that  the  country  might  aee 
who  it  was  that  voted  in  the  affirmative.  He  wished, 
also,  an  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  in  the  nega« 
tive.    The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  PATTON  and  EV- 
ANS, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  resolution  was  a  blank, 
for  there  was  not  a  dollar  remaining  of  the  contingent 
fund,  out  of  which  the  Clerk  could  pay  this  money.  He 
said  it  was  extraordinary  that  the  resolution  should  be  in- 
troduced and  advocated  now,  when,  on  Saturday  night, 
there  was  not  a  single  dissentient  voice  heard  to  concur- 
ring in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  striking  out  this  very 
appropriation  from  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  56,  nays  79. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M..  JOHNSON,  the  House  took 
up  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  proposing  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unked  States  with  the  usual  message,  and 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  was  ordered  to 
consist  of  two. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  a  su«pension  of  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  a  resolution  to  pay  to  the  sergeant- 
at-armp,  doorkeeper,  aasutaiit  doorkeeper,  and  post- 
master, $300  each  for  extra  services  during  the  present 
session.     Lost,  only  65  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  sub- 
mit  a  proposition  to  repeal  the  rule  requiring  a  vote  of 
two  thirds  to  suspend  rules  in  relation  to  the  order  of 
business.     Lost. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
fur  the  purpose  of  offering  a  resolution  to  pay  extra  to 
the  lamplighters,  &c. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  adding 
the  one  he  had  just  offened.  ' 

Mr.  HARDIN  briefly  opposed  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  negatived. 

The  House  agreed  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  origi- 
nal proposition  of  Mr.  CiMBasLsiro — 83  to  37. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARDIN,  all  the  committees  of  the 
House  were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  such  subjects  as  had  been  referred  to  them  and  bad 
not  been  acted  on. 

Mr.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  from  the  select  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  made  the  usual  report. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  explana- 
tions to  the  House,  in  behalf  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  S. 


Williams]  on  the  subject  of  the  vote  of  censure  passed 
upon  that  gentleman  at  the  last  sitting,  and  stated  that 
he  was  authorized  by  his  colleague  to  say  that  be  in- 
tended by  his  course  on  that  occasion  to  offer  no  disre- 
spect to  the  House  or  the  Chair.  Mr.  C.  accordingly 
moved  that  the  vote  adopting  the  resolution  of  censure 
be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  expressed  his  entire  satisfaction 
at  the  explanation,  and  his  wish  that  the  occurrence 
should  be  erased  from  the  record  and  the  memory  of  the 
House.  He  professed  a  high  regard  for  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  personally,  and  stated  that,  in  bis  own 
course,  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to,  he  was  governed 
solely  by  what  he  .considered  the  strict  rules  of  parlia- 
mentary propriety,  without  regard  to  the  individual  to 
which  they  might  apply.  He  also  stated,  in  justice  to 
himself,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  thst  he  did 
not  hear  the  motion  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
was  said  to  have  made,  or  he  stiould  certainly  have  at- 
tended to  it. 

Mr.  S.  WILLIAMS  rose  and  informed  the  House  that 
he  concurred  in  the  explanation  which  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Calhoov]  had  made  in  his  behalf,  and  he  wished 
further  to  state  to  the  House  what  were  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  was  placed  as  to  incur  their  censure. 
He  had  made  a  motion  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  he  had  a  right  to  make,  and  which  the  Chair  did 
not  notice;  and  he  then  rose  to  a  point  of  order  in  refer- 
ence to  that  neglect  of  the  Chair.  One  of  his  colleagues, 
at  the  time,  came  to  him,  and  asked  him  why  he  did  not 
insist  upon  his  motion. 

In  taking  the  course  which  he  did,  he  was  ^verned 
by  no  consideration  except  a  wish  to  maintain  his  rights, 
as  a  member  of  that  committee.  He  had  not  the  slight 
est  intention  of  embarrassing  .the  business  of  the  commit, 
tee,  or  of  offering  any  personal  disrespect  to  the  Chair. 
He  was  now  extremely  happy  to  learn  from  the  honora 
ble  chairman,  that  he  did  not  hear  that  motion,  the  neg- 
lect of  which  prompted  his  (Mr.  W's^  course;  this  being 
the  case,  he  most  cheerfully  disclaimed  any  intention 
to  offer  the  slightest  disrespect  to  the  Cliair  or  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  JARVIS  remarked  that  the  explanation  by  the 
gentleman  who  first  spoke  [Mr.  Calhooh]  was  entirely 
satisfactory;  but  that  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Williams]  was  too  much  qualified 
in  regard  to  the  Chair. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  of  censure  was 
adopted,  and  tiiere  appeared:  Yeas  90,  nays  20— not  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  said  he  had  been  misunderstood  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jarvis,]  and  added 
some  explanatory  remarks. 

Mr.  PARKS  warmly  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  at 
the  character  uf  tiie  explanation  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  It  was  made  to  depend  upon  the 
previous  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  wasuplaced  solely  on  that  grpund.  He  was  for 
maintaining  the  rules,  even  against  a  brother  or  his  dear- 
est friend.  ... 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  it  was  quite  sufficient  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  had  concurred  in  the  explanation 
oflered  by  his  colleague.  The  House  would  have  no 
reason  to  demand  or  expect  a  humiliating  apology. 

Messrs.  MERCER  and  HUNT  took  a  similar  view; 
but  Messrs.  PARKER  and  LUCAS  were  of  a  different 
opinion. 

The  question  being  again  put,  the  motion  to  reconsid- 
er was  agreed  to  without  a  count. 

The  resolution  was  then  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARKER,  at  2  o'clock. 

The  House  adjourned,  $in€  die* 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECHES. 


Ik  Sxxatx,  Thuridat,  Javuabt  12,  1836. 
SUBPLUS  REVENUE. 

The  reiolution  offered  yeiterday  by  Mr.  Binton, 
bein^  taken  up  for  consideration,  ai  followi: 

Beaohedt  That  the  turplus  revenae  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  dividends  of  stock  receivable  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  set  apart  and  ap- 
plied to  the  general  defence  and  permanent  security  of 
the  country.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause 
the  Senate  to  be  informed  of— 

Ist.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary  for 
fortifying  the  lake,  maritime,  and  gulf  frontiers  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  poinU  of  the  land  frontier  as  may 
require  permanent  fortifications. 

3d.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to 
construct  an  adequate  number  of  armories  and  arsenals 
in  the  United  States,  and  to  supply  the  States  with  field 
artillery  (especially  brass  field  pieces)  for  their  militia, 
and  with  side  arms  and  pistols  for  their  cavalry. 

3d.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to 
supply  the  United  States  with  the  ordnance,  arms,  and 
munitions  of  war,  which  a  proper  regard  to  self-defence 
would  require  to  be  always  on  hand* 

4th.  The  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to 
place  the  naval  defences  of  the  United  Stales  (including 
the  increase  of  the  navy,  navy  yards,  dock  yards,  and 
steam  floating  batteries)  upon  the  footing  of  strength 
and  respectability  which  is  due  to  the  security  and  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Union. 

After  Mr.  Bsktoh  had  addressed  the  Senate, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  1  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  discuss 
tlie  subject  of  our  affairs  with  France,  which  have  been 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  it  m  my 
duty,  however,  to  take  care  that  neither  in  this  House, 
nor  out  of  this  House,  should  an  impression  exist  derog- 
atory to  the  ciiaracter,  unfavorable  to  the  diligence,  or 
reproachful  to  the  patriotism  of  this  body.  I  remember 
the  progress  of  the  bill  tu  whic^h  the  Senator  has  refer- 
red, and  1  shall  at  a  future  day  detail  the  incidenU  of  its 
history,  and  the  true  reason  of  its  loss;  and  will  satisfy 
every  one  that  the  loss  of  it  was  not  attributable  to  this 
body.  The  means  of  so  doing  are  not,  at  present,  all  in 
roy  possession;  nor  can  they  be,  according  to  the  estab- 
lished rules  of  the  Senate,  until  after  we  shall  have  been 
again  engaged  in  executive  business.  I  shall  then  dis- 
charge this  duty.  I  shall  then  show  that  neither  the 
Senate,  nor  any  one  of  its  committees  or  oiiicers,  can 
be  charged  with  the  slightest  dereliction  of  duty  in  re- 
gard to  that  bill. 

Mr.  LEIGH  said  he  was  not  now  going  to  enter  upon 
the  more  interesting  topics  presented  by  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri — those  that  related  to  pros- 
pective measures  for  national  defence;  but  there  were 
some  facts  belonging  to  the  history  of  the  propositions  of 
measures  of  that  kind  made  at  the  last  session  which  were 
matters  of  publicity,  and  which  he  thought  it  proper  to 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  stating. 

in  the  first  place,  he  said,  he  had  a  distinct  recollection 
of  the  report  made  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  which,  it  ap- 
peared by  the  journal,  was  made  on  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1835;  but  he  had  no  recollection  that  that  report. 
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and  the  resolution  therein  recommended,  were  ever 
called  up  for  consideration,  and  be  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand how  or  when  that  proposition  was  rejected  by  the 
Senate,  as  he  understood  the  gentleman  to  say  it  was,  un- 
less it  was  incorporated  in  the  general  bill  for  appropri- 
tions  for  fortifications,  which  was  lost  in  consequence 
of  the  difference  between  the  two  Houses,  in  respect  to 
that  bill,  on  the  last  night  of  the  last  session . 

[Mr.  BsHTOir  was  understood  to  say  he  believed  be 
had  himself  withdrawn  the  proposition.] 

Mr.  LaioH  said  that  his  attention  was  early  attracted 
to  the  whole  subject,  and  most  anxiously  directed  to  it, 
because  the  aspect  of  our  affairs  with  France  had  struck 
him,  from  the  first,  as  very  serious,  and  because  he  had 
expected  some  recommendation,  not  from  any  individual 
or  from  any  committee  of  the  Senate  or  of  the  other 
House,  but  from  the  President  himself,  to  strengthen  the 
arm  of  national  defence,  as  a  precautionary  measure  against 
possible,  and,  as  he  supposed,  probable  contingencies. 
Such  were  his  sentiments  on  the  subject,  that  when  the 
appropriation  bills  for  the  army,  for  the  navy,  and  for 
fortifications,  were  first  sent  to  the  Senate  from  the  other 
House,  be  went  to  the  Secretary's  table  to  examine  the 
bills,  in  order  to  see  whether  any  provisions  were  made 
or  proposed,  founded  on  or  plainly  referrible  to  an  ap- 
prehension of  serious  collision  with  France  suited  to 
such  a  contingency,  and  calculated  to  put  the  nation  in 
a  state  of  security  and  defence.  He  found  nothing  of 
the  kind  in  any  of  those  bills;  and  he  took  upon  himself 
to  say  that  there  was  nothing  that  had  respect  to  any 
possible  interruption  of  our  pacific  relations  with  France 
or  any  other  nation.  He  said  that  he  himself  had  thoujpht, 
and  had  said,  as  those  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
familiar  intercourse  might  perhaps  remember,  that  some 
extraordinary  appropriations  wire  proper;  and  he  was 
ready  to  vote  for  such  appropriations,  though  in  respect 
to  the  amount  he  had  formed  no  opinion,  having,  in 
truth,  no  data  on  which  he  could  form  an  Qpinion. 

The  general  appropriation  bills  sent  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  Senate,  were,  of  course,  imme- 
diately referred  to  our  Committee  on  Finance.  Such 
appropriation  bills,  he  had  remarked,  generally  came 
from  the  House  in  an  imperfect  form;  that  is,  it  general- 
ly occurred  that  some  aherations,  most  usually  additions^ 
were  required  and  proposed,  in  consequence  of  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  several  Departments  to  the  committee 
of  the  Senate,  or  by  the  members  of  the  Senate  them- 
selves. The  particular  bill  of  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations being  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of 
the  Senate,  they  reported  it,  with  several  amendments; 
they  did  not,  according  to  his  memory,  propose  to  abate 
a  single  dollar  from  any  approprintioii  provided  in  the 
bill  Irom  the  House  for  any  one  object;  they  did  not  pro- 
pose to  dispense  with  appropriations  for  any  one  object. 
The  amendments  they  proposed  consisted  (chiefly,  if 
not  entirely,)  in  proposing  increased  appropriations  for 
objects  provided  for  in  the  bill  of  the  House,  and  in  ap- 
propriations for  new  objects.  He  supposed,  at  the  time, 
and  he  still  believed,  that  these  increased  and  additional 
appropriations  were,  for  the  most  part,  settled  by  the 
committee,  upon  consultation  and  conference  with  the 
executive  department;  but  on  that  head  he  knew  noth- 
ing.   He  rclerred  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
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[Mr.  WiBSTSR,]  who  waa  able  to  correct  him  if  he  had 
fallen  into  any  misapprehension  in  this  respect.  At  pres- 
ent»  he  had  only  to  state,  positively,  upon  the  authority 
of  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  that  this  bill  of  appropria- 
tions for  fortifications  wa«  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  passed,  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  and  agreed  to,  as  early  as  the  24th  Feb- 
ruary. From  tliat  day,  the  bill  remained  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  until  the  3d  of  March,  without  any 
action  on  it  there;  without  any  notice  of  it,  at  least  in 
any  way  communicated  or  known  to  the  Senate;  and 
without  the  least  apprehension  (he  believed)  on  the  part 
of  any  member  of  the  Senate,  that  any  thing  at  all  new 
or  important  was  intended  to  be  proposed. 

The  Senate  commenced  its  evening  session  on  the  3d 
of  March  (as  it  appeared  by  the  journal)  at  fi%'e  o'clock. 
The  other  House  had  had  this  important  bill  in  its  pos- 
session from  the  24th  of  February;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  five  o'clock  of  the  last  day  of  the  session  that  it  was 
returned  to  the  Senate,  with  the  following  memorable 
amendment,  (among  others,)  proposed  as  an  amendment 
to  one  of  our  amendments: 

•«  And  be  it  further  enacteti,  That  the  sum  of  $3,000,000 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
be  expended,  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  military  and 
naval  service,  including  fortifications  and  ordnance,  and 
increase  of  the  navy;  provided  such  expenditures  shall 
be  rendered  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country 
prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate." 

The  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  other 
House,  was  promptly,  Mr.  L.  believed  instantaneously, 
taken  up.  Upon  this  particular  amendment  a  short  but 
very  animated  debate  ensued.  The  opposition  to  it  was 
founded,  principally,  on  constitutional  grounds.  It  was 
objected  that  it  was,  in  fact,  a  general  vote  of  money  to 
the  Executive  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,  to  be  used 
at  his  absolute,  unlimited  discretion;  that  the  proposed 
appropriation  was  not  sufficiently  specific;  that  the 
amendment  would  place  this  large  sum  of  money  in  the 
President's  hands,  with  power  to  apply  every  dollar  of 
it  to  whatever  arm  of  the  national  defence  be  thought 
proper,  and  to  judge  when  defence  would  be  proper;  in 
other  words,  to  determine  the  question  of  war  or  peace. 
The  objection  was  not  so  much  to  the  amount,  though 
no  estimates  had  been  laid  before  us,  and  we  had  no  data 
on  which  we  could  judge  of  the  reasonableness  of  the 
appropriation.  Nor  was  the  objection  rested  on  any  dis- 
trust of  the  Executive  in  the  exercise  of  such  a  discre- 
tion: the  objections  chiefly  relied  on  would  equally  have 
applied  to  such  a  vote  of  money  to  any  Chief  Magistrate 
whatever. 

On  the  strength  of  these  objections,  the  Senate  disa- 
greed to  the  amendment.  The  bill  was  returned  to  the 
other  House,  which  insisted  on  the  amendment,  and  very 
quickly  sent  the  bill  back  to  us.  We  then  adhered  to 
our  disagreement.  And  upon  this  the  House  asked  a 
conference,  which  was  agreed  to. 

By  this  time  (Mr.  Lsioii  said)  it  had  been  intimated  to 
him  that  an  idea  waa  entertained  that  the  session  would 
necessarily  terminate  at  twelve  o'clock;  and  thus  his  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  time  at  which  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  left  the  chamber; 
it  was,  by  his  watch,  not  the  clock,  about  fifteen  minutes 
before  eleven;  and  the  committee  returned  to  the  Senate 
between  fifteen  and  twenty  minutes  after  eleven.  There 
was,  therefore,  ample  time  (if  his  watch  had  not  deceiv- 
ed him)  to  have  acted  on  the  report  of  the  committe  of 
conference,  even  supposing  the  session  necessarily  ter- 
minated at  midnight. 

The  committees  agree  i  in  the  conference  that  there 
.should  be  additional  appropriations,  in  specific  terms,  of 


$500,000  for  the  naval  service,  and  $300,000  for  fortifica- 
tions. The  Senate  was  informed  of  this  agreement  be- 
tween the  committees:  but  as  the  bill  was  in  possession  of 
the  other  House,  we  could  not  act  on  the  report  of  our 
committee;  and,  thouf^h  the  House  had  asked  this  confer- 
ence, we  heard  nothing  further  from  them  on  the  sub- 
ject. We  waited  for  a  long  time,  some  hours,  with 
patience;  and  then  sent  a  message  to  the  House,  remind- 
ing them  of  the  conference;  no  answer  came.  It  became 
at  last  apparent  that4he  Houfe  intended  to  do  no  other 
business;  at  least,  none  in  co-operation  with  us;  and, 
therefore,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Mr.  LxioH  said  he  had  thought  it  proper  to  give  this 
history  of  the  facts,  according  to  bis  recollection  of  them; 
he  believed  it  was  correct  and  accurate.  It  was  not  his 
purpose,  at  present,  to  make  any  commentary  oo  them, 
or  to  deduce  any  inferences  from  them.  Why  or  bow  it 
happened  that  the  result  of  the  conference  was  not  re- 
ported to  the  House  of  Representatives — why  or  how 
that  House  was  induced  to  suffer  a  bill  of  that  importance 
to  be  lost  by  its  own  inaction,  Mr.  Lsioh  said  he  did  not 
pretend  to  know;  he  had  heard  something,  and  he  bad 
his  suspicions  or  conjectures:  but  it  was  not  proper  or 
decent,  it  would  be  disorderly,  to  say  what  he  suspected. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
has  just  addressed  the  Senate,  has  given  us  a  clear,  and, 
I  believe,  a  correct  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  session  in  reference  to  the  appropriation  bills)  but, 
sir,  I  do  not  feel  myself  called  upon  to  explain  the  vote 
which  I  then  gave.  It  wants  no  apology — ^it  was  given 
because  the  appropriation  of  three  millions,  proposed 
to  be  placed  within  the  control  of  the  Executive,  was 
unauthorized,  unconstitutional,  and  dangerous.  Sir,  if, 
instead  of  the  vague  and  indefinite  rumors  of  war  which 
have  been  alluded  to,  the  war  had  actually  come,  and 
our  seaboard  had  been  ravaged,  I  should  not  repent  of 
my  vote.  The  responsibility  would  have  been,  where  it 
now  i9,  upon  the  Executive,  who  shrunk  from  his  duty 
in  calling  upon  Congress  for  appropriations  which  were 
necessary,  and  specifying  their  application.  What  was 
that  most  extraordinary  transaction?  At  the  end  of  the 
last  session,  when  the  table  was  loaded  with  unfinished 
business;  when  every  thing  waa  crowded  upon  us;  at 
midnight  of  the  last  nigbt,  that  appropriation  sprung 
upon  us,  no  one  knew  whence  or  by  whom.  Sir,  at  no 
time,  much  less  at  such  a  time,  are  we  called  upon  for 
legislation  of  this  kind,  without  receiving  from  the  heads 
of  Departments  all  the  information  which  it  may  be  in 
their  power  to  afford.  They  are  bound  to  assume  the 
responsibility  of  such  measures— a  responsibility  which 
I  was  not  then,  and  am  not  now,  disposed  to  release  them 
from. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri,  sir,  has  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  application  of  the  public  money  to 
purposes  of  general  security  and  defence.  He  asks  fur 
the  appropriation  of  the  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions 
of  money,  to  be  applied  to  objects  which  are  not  specifi- 
cally indicated;  and  he  requires  it,  too,  at  the  very 
time  when  two  important  measures,  that  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  and  that  of  my  colleague,  are  already  be- 
fore us.  Without,  as  the  gentleman  says,  any  immediate 
or  pressing  occasion,  he  has  brought  forward  a  resolu- 
tion making  the  largest  appropriation  ever  asked  for  at 
any  one  time,  either  in  peace  or  war,  and  then,  by  a 
strangely  inverted  order,  a  resolution  asking  how  much 
is  required.  He  demands  that  the  thirty  millions  be 
given,  and  then  institutes  an  inquiry  whether  it  be  wanted. 
If  the  Executive  says  five  millions  are  sufficient,  what 
becomes  of  the  residue?  In  order  of  time,  the  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  should  be  acted  on  first.  If  we  make 
the  appropriation,  the  inquiry  is  useless;  if  we  make  the 
inquiry,  the  appropriation  is  out  of  time. 

The  gentleman  proposes  a  heavy  appropriation  for  the 
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porpoie  of  putting  the  United  States  in  a  situation  of 
security  and  defence  suitable  (o  her  wealth,  population, 
and  magnitude.  He  thinks  it  desirable  that  the  naked- 
ness of  the  land  siiouid  be  clothed;  and,  sir,  I  heartily 
concur  with  him.  f  am  willing  to  make  any  necessary 
appropriation.  But,  while  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
says  that  this  resolution  is  general  and  permanent  in  its 
character;  that  it  is  unconnected  with  any  object  of  a 
mere  temporary  nature,  he  has,  at  the  same  time,  in  a 
very  pointed  and  emphatic  manner,  directed  his  remarks 
to  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  we  stand  with  the 
French  nation.  He  asks  for  what  purpose  this  fleet  of 
observation  has  visited  our  seaboard?  What  fleet,  sir? 
lias  France  fitttd  out  a  hostile  armament,  and  arc  the 
winds  speeding  them  hither?  How  does  the  Senator 
know  what  we  do  not  know?  Why  is  this  Senate  per- 
mitted to  slumber  in  ignorsnce?  Why  are  we  annoyed 
with  gloomy,  indistinct  rumors  of  menace  or  danger? 
Why,  if  there  is  danger,  are  not  we  informed?  Why 
does  not  the  Executive  give  us  the  facts?  It  is  \\U  official 
duty  to  know,  and,  knowing,  why  do  we  receive  from 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  what  should  be  told  us  by 
the  President  himself?  Sir,  1  imagine  our  ancient  ally, 
who  has  stood  with  us  in  many  a  battle-field,  slioulder  to 
shoulder,  does  not  doubt  our  courage.  1  am  inclined  to 
think  that  her  Monarch  himself,  who  has  been  among  us, 
entertains  no  unkind  feelii>gs  towards  this  country,  and 
would  not  readily  fall  into  the  error  of  supposing  that 
the  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  on  our  coast  can  over- 
awe the  deliberations  of  this  Senate;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  both  he  and  his  ministry  would  be  aware  that 
any  hostile  or  threatening  movement  would  serve  but  to 
rouse  the  indignation  of  the  country,  and  to  increase 
those  difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  which  they 
throughout  have  manifested  the  utmost  anxiety  to  over- 
come. I  do  not  know  that  such  a  fleet  is  coming;  but, 
if  it  is,  I  can  conceive  a  reason  why  it  should  come,  and 
that,  too,  consistent  with  dispositions  the  most  entirely 
pacific. 

It  will  be  remembered,  sir,  that  our  diplomatic  agent 
at  the  French  court  was  ordered  to  demand  the  money 
or  his  passports.  His  passports  were  demanded,  and 
contemporaneously  with  that  the  fleet  alluded  to  by  the 
Senator  sailed,  it  is  said,  in  the  direction  of  the  French 
West  Indies.  Now,  sir,  during  our  quarrel  with  Great 
Britain,  when  our  statute  book  for  many  years  was  brist- 
led all  over  with  warlike  enactments,  and  a  state  of  quasi 
war  actually  existed,  no  step  so  decisive  as  the  withdrawal 
of  diplomatic  agents  was  resorted  to  until  all  hope  of  ac- 
commodation was  lost.  It  is  most  decisive,  sir.  It  cuts 
ciif  all  intercourse  with  the  French  Government.  The 
Executive  of  the  United  States  had  recommended  in  his 
message  of  the  last  session  reprisals  upon  French  com- 
merce, provided  France  did  not  pay  the  first  instalment. 
France  refused;  our  diplomatic  agent  was  recalled;  the 
French  Government  was  thrown  back  upon  her  former 
position;  and,  sir,  without  intending  to  threaten  or  insult, 
a  French  fleet  *might  have  been  deemed  necessary  here, 
for  the  protection  of  French  commerce.  If  such  a  threat 
had  been  made  by  the  French  King,  to  be  executed 
upon  a  similar  cont  ngency,  and,  upon  the  happening  of 
it,  our  Kxecutive  had  failed  to  take  measures  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  on  the  coast  of  Europe,  he 
would  have  failed  in  the  most  obvious  point  of  duty  and 
pohcy;  and  if  the  French  King  had  said  that  he  would 
submit  to  the  Chamberj  a  proposition  of  reprisals  upon 
our  commerce,  with  what  face  could  they  complain  that 
we  were  taking  care  of  that  commerce,  while  such  a 
Oteasure  was  under  discussion? 

What  the  eflfecl  of  the  appearance  of  that  fleet  here 
may  be,  is  another  que&tion.  W^e  undoubtedly  should 
be  prrparcd  for  any  contingenry;  and  wlialever  the 
rrtfisdint  sees  fit  to  ask  fur  this  purpcne,  will  certainly 


receive  the  most  deliberate  consideration  of  this  bodyi 
but,  sir,  he  has  not  suggested  the  expediency  of  any  ap- 
propriation whatever;  he,  the  commander-in-chief  of  tne 
army  and  navy,  has  asked  in  reference  to  this  fleet,  or 
to  our  French  relations,  neither  men  nor  money.  He, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  inform  us  of  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  recommend  such  measures  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
sary  and  expedient,  has  made  no  recommendation,  nor 
sent  us  any  information.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  nor  any  other  member,  to  super- 
sede him  in  these  high  functions. 

At  the  opening  of  this  session  we  had,  in  the  annual 
message  from  the^Executive,  a  detailed  accouut  of  our 
relations  with  France^  and  were  put,  as  we  supposed, 
into  possession  of  all  the  facts;  has  any  thing  extraordi- 
nary in  its  character  happened  since?  Is  there  any  far- 
ther intelligence?  If  so,  sir,  why  does  not  the  President 
transmit  it  here?  Why  leave  us  in  darkness  and  un- 
certainty, to  be  worked  upon  by  passion,  to  be  excited 
by  rumor,  to  legislate  by  guess,  or,  if  we  refuse  to  do 
so,  to  be  denounced  for  our  hesitation?  That  it  may  be 
said  hereafter  that  the  Senate  has  not  done  its  duty,  when, 
in  truth,  the  Executive  has  failed  to  perform  his.  Let 
him  take  the  responsibility;  it  is  the  first  he  ever  shrunk 
from. 

Passing  over  the  several  bills  of  indictment  which  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  has  found  against  this  Senate,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  congratulate  this  body  upon  one 
remark  that  has  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman. 
He  says  that  the  clouds  which  are  lowering  in  the  hori- 
zon will  soon  be  dissipated;  that  our  fears  will  soon  be 
silenced;  that  there  will  be  no  French  war!  Sir,  I 
never  supposed  that  there  would  be.  I  never  sup- 
posed that  these  two  great  countries  would  expend 
their  blood  imd  treasure  about  a  point  of  honor  which  it 
might  well  become  two  duellists  to  stand  upon.  In  my 
opinion,  the  last  message  of  the  President  ought  to  be 
satisfactory  to  France,  and  1  believe  it  will  be  so  consid- 
ered by  the  French  ministry,  if  no  new  cause  of  irritation 
intervenes.  I  think  so,  because,  throughout  this  contro- 
versy, the  French  King  and  ministry  have  manifested  a 
pervading  and  earnest  desire  to  adjust  the  difficulties  be- 
tween the  two  nations;  and  this,  too,  while  the  negotia- 
tions, on  our  part,  have  occasionally  approached,  at 
Paris,  a  tone  of  angry  urgency,  and  here  of  personal  pet- 
ulancy,  which  in  my  judgment  docs  not  properly  be- 
long to  the  conduct  of  such  aflTairs.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  controversy  is  now  narrowed  down  to  so  minute  a 
point,  that  I  do  believe  it  is  impossible  for  two  nationn, 
in  a  civilized  age,  to  go  to  war  about  it.  Certain  it  is  that 
France  « ill  not  commence  hostile  aggression.  Her  posi- 
tion in  the  controversy  is  purely  defensive.  She  does 
not  propose  to  coTipel  any  thing  from  this  Government, 
unless  by  a  negative  proceeding — by  wittliolding  the 
mon^y.  We  are  the  plaintifls,  and  can  select  the  time 
and  manner  of  enforcing  our  rights.  We  are  in  no  dan- 
ger untd  we  make  it.  If  the  interest  or  honor  of  this 
country  require  us  to  seek  that  danger,  let  the  President 
inform  us  of  the  facts  which  involve  our  interest  and 
honor. 

It  is  not  proper  in  itself,  it  does  not  conr.port  with  our 
dignity,  to  fashion  our  proceedings  upon  the  idle  gossip 
of  the  newspapfcifs,  or  a  refuciamenio  of  them  served  up 
here.  Our  minister  in  France  thought  it  not  unbecom- 
ing  his  station  to  take  his  cue  from  the  Globe  newspaper. 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  not  follow  the  example,  that  it 
will  not  take  either  that  print  or  the  '*Constitutionncl," 
instead  of  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  the  King  of  the  French.  It  is  forgetting  the 
whole  character  of  the  discussions;  it  is  idle,  it  is  wor&e 
than  idle,  to  intimate  that  Fiance,  in  the  present  position 
of  things  can  possibly  commit  an  act  of  aggression.  She 
will  not,  she  cannot.     No  gentleman  on  this  floor  will 
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venture  to  ny  pUinly  that  be  thinks  lo.  It  was  but  fair 
and  candid  in  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  say  that 
there  will  be  no  war.  No,  sir,  there  will  be  no  French 
war;  none,  unless  perchance  it  may  be  intended  to  raise 
a  war  spirit  with  France,  for  the  purpose  of  a  war  against 
thia  Senate — unless  it  may  be  intended  to  get  up  a  war 
spirit,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  surplus,  or  throw- 
ing its  expenditure  into  the  hands  of  the  Executive.  If 
■uch  a  game  as  this  is  to  be  played  on  the  ver^e  of  a  war, 
we  may  fall  in.  If  we  do,  sir,  the  responsibility  is  a  fear- 
ful one  upon  those  who  made  such  a  stake  upon  the  issue 
of  such  a  game;  but  1  hope  for  better  things;  1  hope  that 
the  honor  of  the  nation  will  be  left  untarnished,  that  its 
peace  will  be  uninterrupted,  and  that  the  Senate  will 
maintain  its  high  and  salutary  control. 

Mr.  BENl'ON  bore  testimony  to  the  zeal  displayed 
by  the  Military  Committee,  who  not  only  agreed  at  once 
to  bring  forward  the  proposition,  but  to  sanction  any 
other  proposition  which  be  miglit  deem  it  necessary  to 
report.  [He  here  read  the  last  paragraph  of  the  report 
of  the  committee.] 

With  respect  to  his  resolution,  it  contained  no  appro- 
priation. The  terms  were  general,  and  only  declared 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  a  subject  which  was  admitted 
into  the  action  of  the  Government  forty  years  ago,  when 
Congress  applied  all  the  surplus  revenue  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  public  debt.  The  commencement  of  his  res- 
olution was  similar  in  principle,  and  there  was  not  an  ap- 
propriation of  a  dollar.  He  had  got  up  merely  that  he 
night  bear  testimony  to  the  industry  of  the  Military 
Committee,  and  to  say  that  there  was  no  appropriation. 
Me  wished  to  make  an  issue  between  those  who  would 
appropriate  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  those  who  would  make  an  indiscriminate 
distribution  of  it  among  the  States.  If  gentlemen 
wished  to  know  his  authority  for  what  he  had  said, 
it  was  the  Constitutionnel,  a  semi-official  newspaper  in 
Paris.  He  had  nothing  to  say  on  the  subject  of  that 
committee  on  conference,  as  he  was  not  one  of  that  com- 
mittee. He  took  his  stand  on  a  position  which  was  ob- 
vious to  the  whole  American  people,  when  he  referred 
to  what  Senators  said  on  this  floor,  and  afterwards  sent 
out  to  the  world  in  their  printed  speeches,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  opposition  to  these  appropriations.  He 
took  his  stand  on  the  broad  ground  of  these  speeches. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  the  Senate  and  the  country 
would  perceive  from  the  remarks  of  those  who  had  al- 
ready participated  in  the  debate,  and  particularly  from 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Lsigh,]  how 
far  the  member  from  Missouri  had  succeeded  in  his  ac- 
cusations against  those  who,  at  the  last  hour  of  the  last 
da^  of  the  23d  Congress,  refused  to  vote  (or  an  appro- 
priation of  three  roilFions  of  dollars,  without  specification 
of  objects.  He  held  it  entirely  unnecessary,  for  tiie  full 
and  perfect  vindication  of  himself  and  those  who  acted 
with  him  on  that  occasion,  to  enter  into  any  further  de- 
tail of  the  acts  and  doings  of  that  memorable  night,  al- 
though he  believed  that  a  full  development  of  all  that 
occurred  out  of  this  chamber  at  that  time  would  still  fur- 
ther expose  the  utter  want  of  foundation  for  the  charge 
that  the  fortification  bill  fell  by  the  fault  of  the  Senate, 
or  that  there  was  among  its  members  a  neglect  of  duty 
in  endeavoring  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
But  his  object  in  now  rising  was  to  reply  to  that  remark 
of  the  member  from  Missouri,  pronounced  with  so  much 
emphasis,  that  the  people  were  yet  to  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  other  proofs  of  our  disposition  at  that  session  to 
refuse  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  These 
proofs  he  proceeded  to  state.  They  consisted  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Military  AHairs,  made  at  an 
early  day  during  the  last  session,  recommending  a  very 

J^reat  addition  to  the  sums  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
or  national  defence,  in  the  fortificalion  bill,  which  came 


here  from  the  other  House,  and,  among  others,  a  spe- 
cific appropriation  of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  arming  and  completing  the  fortifications  of  the 
United  States;  and  then  the  gentleman  informed  us  that, 
after  he  had  moved  to  insert  this  large  appropriation  in 
the  fortification  bill,  which  the  committee  had  proposed 
as  being  in  connexion  with  other  amendments,  also  in- 
creasing the  appropriations  proposed  by  the  other  House, 
adequate  to  the  purposes  of  defence  at  the  time,  his  mo- 
tion failed.  We  are  thus  shown,  sir,  by  this  statement, 
to  have  refused  to  vote  for  a  specific  appropriation  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  defence.  Now,  sir,  in 
my  defence,  and  to  put  down,  now  and  forever,  all  im- 
putations or  insinuations  that  I  have  ever  refused  to  grant 
specific  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  1 
beg  leave  to  submit  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  which  will  be  confirmed  by 
every  member  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
by  alt  who  have  any  recollection  of  the  events  to  which 
I  refer. 

Sir,  after  all  that  has  been  said  here,  you  will  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  now  that  I  was  the  very  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  who  moved  the  instruction 
to  the  honorable  member  from  Missouri,  as  chairman  of 
that  committee,  directing  him  to  make  the  motion  upon 
which  he  has  plumed  himself,  and  for  the  failure  of 
which  he  has  this  day  arraigned  us  all  before  the  Ameri> 
can  people;  that  I  voted  for  and  supported  the  motion 
here,  as  well  as  in  the  committee,  and  that  the  motion 
fell,  not  because  the  Senate  was  opposed  to  the  object 
of  it,  but  because  the  Committee  on  Finance  informed 
us  at  the  moment  that  they  had  the  subject  under  consid- 
eration, and  intended  to  propose  a  substitute  for  it, 
which  we  know  they  afterwards  did  propose.  Yes,  sir, 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflfairs  will 
bear  me  witness  that  I  was  tl»e  first  man  who  proposed, 
ill  either  House  of  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  to  in- 
crease the  means  of  our  defence,  in  consequence  of  the 
indications  of  a  possible  rupture  with  another  country; 
and  that  I  went  in  advance  of  every  department  of  the 
Government  in  making  this  identical  proposition:  the 
purport  of  which  was,  that,  after  granting  ample  appro- 
priations for  every  fortification  which  was  named  in  the 
bill,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  to  be  applied  to  con- 
structing, arming,  and  completing  sny  other  fortifica- 
tions which,  in  his  judgment,  might  require  iL  Recol- 
lect, sir,  tliat,  at  the  time  I  moved  this  instruction,  no 
department  of  this  Government  had  moved  in  the  matter 
to  anticipate  or  give  direction  to  my  action;  and,  let  me 
add^  that  I  moved  it  without  preconcert  with  any  man, 
or  set  of  men,  cither  in  or  out  of  Congress.  I  acted 
solely  on  my  own  responsibility,  independent  of  all  party 
considerations.  I  thought  1  saw  that  a  crisis  was  ap- 
proaching in  the  affairs  of  our  country  which  required 
me  to  move  without  prompting,  and  I  waited  lor  no 
man's  lead  to  induce  me  to  use  my  humble  efforts  to 
arm  and  protect  that  coimtry,  without  caring  from  what 
quarter  or  from  what  cause  the  neceasity  for  that  protec- 
tion had  arisen  or  might  arise.  Sir,  I  moved  that  part 
of  the  instructions  also  under  which  the  chairman  pro- 
posed to  double  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  pro- 
posed by  the  other  House,  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding 
Fort  Delaware.  This  amendment  was  adopted  af\er  a 
protracted  debate,  in  which  I  took  a  part,  supporting 
the  amendment  according  to  the  best  of  my  humble 
ability,  here  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  who  w  as  in  the  chair  at  the 
time,  will  tell  you,  sir,  that  such  was  the  fact;  and  he  will 
remember,  as  will  others  here,  that,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  motion  to  grant  $150,000,  instead  of  $75,000,  for 
rebuilding  Fort  Delaware,  the  Senate  did,  at  a  very  late 
hour  of  the  day,  and  when  many  nemben  were  out  of 
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their  places,  proceed  to  consider  the  chairman's  motion, 
then  made  in  obedience  to  bis  instnictions,  to  grant 
$500,000  for  arming^  and  completing  the  fortifications  of 
the  nation  in  general.  Tbe  reason  for  its  failure  at  the 
time  I  have  already  mentioned,  was  not  a  party  reason, 
nor  was  there  any  party  vote  upon  the  proposition.  It 
had  my  vote,  and  the  votes  of  some  others  with  whom  1 
usually  act  here;  but  the  measure  was  not  pressed  by  the 
chairman,  who  contented  himself  with  simply  making 
the  motion,  not  apprehending  that  bis  duty  required  of 
bim  any  labored  argument  to  support  the  proposition. 

Then,  sir,  with  this  matter  in  evidence,  how  stand  I 
on  the  Senatur'g  arraignment  before  tbe  country?  So 
far  from  lagging  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  I  have  led 
higa  in  the  path  of  it,  and  directed  his  course.     I  have 

gone  in  advance  of  the  Department  of  War,  and  of  every 
ranch  of  tbe  Executive.  Yes,  sir,  and  of  every  other 
man  in  both  Houses  of  Congress.  1  have  submitted 
during  the  past  year  in  silence  to  those  reproaches  which 
have  charged  me,  and  those  who  voted  with  me  on  this 
fortification  bill,  witli  a  want  of  patriotism,  because,  for- 
BToth,  we  would  not  agree  to  vote  a  general  appropria- 
tion of  three  millions  of  dollars,  without  any  limitation, 
restriction,  or  specification  as  to  the  objects  to  which  it 
should  be  applied,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the  whole 
practice  of  tbe  Government  for  nearly  forty  years,  as 
well  as  the  plainest  principles  of  the  constitution.  But, 
sir,  if  I  have  heretofore  submitted  to  such  reproaches 
in  silence,  knowing  how  unmerited  they  were,  1  have 
nevertheless  felt  their  injustice,  and  felt  it  deeply,  too, 
and  I  now  avail  myself  of  this  the  very  first  opportunity 
which  has  been  offered  me  on  this  floor  to  repel  the 
charge,  and  denounce  and  expose  it  to  tbe  American 
people  as  being  utterly  destitute  of  foundation. 

Suffer  me  to  say,  sir,  briefly^  in  conclusion,  that  I 
stand  prepared  now,  as  1  have  been  heretofore,  and  shall 
be  hereafter,  to  go  as  far  as  he  who  shall  dare  go  far- 
thest, in  providing,  on  all  occasions,  for  the  necessary 
defence  of  the  country.  And  whether  my  conduct  shall 
be  rewarded  by  calumny  or  approbation,  nothing  shall 
prevent  me,  while  I  hold  a  seat  here,  from  discharging 
with  the  fidelity  which  becomes  an  American  Senator, 
my  duty  to  guard  and  protect  the  country  from  the  dan- 
ger of  foreign  aggression,  no  matter  by  what  party  it 
shall  be  provoked,  or  from  what  cause  it  may  originate. 
On  all  such  questions,  I  have  known,  and  will  know,  no 
party,  and  I  will  have  no  reference  in  my  action  upon 
any  of  them  but  to  the  honor,  tbe  safety,  and, the  wel- 
fare  of  the  natioTi. 

Mr.  BKNTON  rose,  and  read  a  passage  from  the  jour- 
nal, showing  that  he  moved  the  proposition  appropria- 
ting half  a  million  of  dollars  as  an  amendment  to  the  forti- 
fication bill  at  the  last  session,  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  had  already  stated  these  facts, 
now  confirmed  by  the  journal,  precisely  as  they  existed. 
I  admit  that  the  chairman  did  his  duty  in  obeying  the  in- 
structions of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  by  ma- 
king the  motion  he  had  read.  But,  sir,  I  was  the  man 
who  moved  the  instructions  under  which  he  acted,  and 
who  first  suggested  the  measure. 

To  this  Mr.  Bektoit  assented. 

When  Mr.  Clattoh  concluded,  the  Senate  fdjuurn- 
ed,  without  concluding  the  discussion. 

Ib    Sxnatb,    Fbbhuart  26. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 
The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  completion 
of  the  Cumberland  road  in  t!ie  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  being  under  consideration — 
After  Mr.  Hxbdricks  had  taken  his  seat, 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  he  had  often  travelled  upon 
the  Cumberland  road  before.     It  had  been  a  standing 


subject  before  Congress  ever  since  he  had  been  first  a 
member  of  the  other  House.  He  was,  therefore,  always 
ready  to  act  upon  it.  He  would  vote  for  the  appropria- 
tion proposed  by  this  bill.  He  did  not  think  the  friends 
of  the  bill  should  consent  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  at  the 
request  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.CaiTTsirDBir,] 
in  the  hope  that  further  reflection  might  induce  him  to 
change  his  opinion.  His  remarks  had  induced  Mr.  B.  to 
believe  that  the  prospect  of  such  a  change  was  but  fain^ 
In  one  respect,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  am  happy  to  concur  in 
opinion  with  that  gentleman.  I  admit  that  we  are  not 
bound  by  the  compacts  with  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana* 
and  Illinois,  to  appropriate  this  money.  It  cannot  be  de- 
manded from  us  as  a  matter  of  contract.  The  two  per 
cent,  fund,  arising  out  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  in 
these  States,  has  long  since  been  expended.  It  is  now 
millions  in  the  arrear,  more  than  it  will  ever  pay.  The 
Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hbvobicks]  estimates  that 
this  fund  will  eventually  yield  upwards  of  seven  millions 
of  dollars.  This  may  possibly  be  so,  though  I  very  much 
doubt  it.  At  all  events,  it  is  a  prospective  contingent 
calculation;  and  tbe  money  to  make  tbe  road  is  required 
immediately.  I  am  disposed  to  grant  it(  but  not  because 
the  compact  imposes  any  such  oblig^ation  upon  me.  I 
wish  to  be  distinctly  understood  upon  this  point. 

Why,  then,  shall  I  vote  for  this  appropriation.'  Sim- 
ply because  it  has  long  been  the  established  policy  of 
Congress  to  construct  this  road  as  far  west  as  the  Missis- 
sippi. We  have  acted  upon  this  principle  steadily  for 
many  years.  Shall  we  now  arrest  tbe  progress  of  this 
road,  and  abandon  the  policy  which  we  have  so  often 
sanctioned?  Is  there  a  single  Senator  within  the  sound 
of  my  voice  who  believes  seriously  that  this  will  be 
done?  No,  sir.  The  road  must  be  completed.  It  will 
be  completed;  and  the  only  question  which  can  arise  is, 
as  to  the  amount  which  we  ought  to  appropriate  for 
the  present  year.  On  this  branch  of  the  subject  I  shall 
say  a  few  words.  We  have  been  informed  by  the  chair- 
man of  Ihe  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  [Mr.  Uxir. 
bricks]  that  the  sums  appropriated  by  the  bill  have  been 
asked  lor  by  our  engineers  in  their  estimates,  and  that 
they  believe  this  amount  of  money  can  be  judiciously  ex- 
pended upon  the  road  during  the  present  year. 

[Here  Mr.  Hindbigks  observed  that  the  sums  in  the 
bill  were  the  minimum  of  what  the  engineers  required.  ] 

Then,  (said  Mr.  B  ,)  what  can  be  the  objection  to  this 
appropriation?  If  the  road  must  be  made — will  be 
made—  why  not  pass  this  bill?  Is  not  the  Treasury  over- 
fl'iwing?  Is  there  any  necessity  for  limiting  the  expe^id- 
iture,  during  the  present  year,  below  the  sum  which 
can  be  judiciously  applied?  Besides,  if  you  grant  the 
engineers  what  they  required,  and  hold  them  to  a  strict 
responsibility  for  its  expenditure,  they  can  never  excuse 
themselves  hereafter  by  alleging  that  the  expense  has 
been  increased  by  your  refusal  to  give  them  tbe  sum 
necessary  to  prosecute  the  work  in  the  best  and  most 
economical  manner.  You  do  not  interfere  with  their 
plan  of  operations.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  profess 
to  be  a  judge  of  the  sum  which  can  be  properly  expend- 
ed; and  as  there  is  no  want  of  money  in  the  Treasury, 
I  am  disposed  to  complete  the  work  as  rapidly  as  it  can 
be  done  consistently  with  the  permanent  and  proper 
construction  of  the  road. 

The  Senators  from  Kentucky  complain  that  wliiUt  the 
new  Northwestern  States  have  received  large  sums  from 
the  public  Treasury  for  the  construction  of  their  r«mds, 
their  State  has  been  entirely  neglected.  Does  it  staiid 
alone  in  this  particular?  Might  I  not,  with  equal  justice, 
complain  of  the  same  neglect  towards  Pennsylvania'  1 
feel  proud  to  say  that  &he  has  almost  completed  her  vast 
system  of  internal  improvements  witliou*  having  received 
one  dollar  from  the  national  Treasury.  It  is  true  she  is 
in  debt  more  than  twenty  millions^  but  the  income  which 
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she  will  derive  from  thoie  very  improvements  willi  ere 
long,  prevent  this  debt  from  being  a  burden  upon  her 
people.  1  would  advise  Kentucky  to  do  likewise.  We 
can  now  afford  her  important  aid  in  such  a  great  under- 
taking, if  she  will  accept  it.  She  can  have  the  benefit  of 
all  our  experience.  The  agents  who  have  been  em- 
ployed upon  our  public  works-^men  faithful,  competent, 
and  experienced — have  been  or  will  be  swept  away  with 
the  besom  of  reform.  Not  one  will  be  left.  Of  this,  bow- 
ever,  I  do  not  complain.  I  should  be  glad  if  Kentucky 
would  be  benefited  by  it.  We  can  afford  her  men  who 
will  conduct  the  public  improvements  which  she  is  about 
to  undertake,  with  integrity,  economy,  and  &kill. 

In  reference  to  the  veto  upon  the  Maysville  road, 
which  has  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  I  shall  make 
a  few  remarks.  I  voted  for  that  bill,  and  whatever  I  may 
hsve  thought,  at  the  time,  of  the  veto  on  that  particular 
road,  I  am  convinced  that  the  principles  which  were  as- 
serted in  it  have  been  of  great  service  to  the  country. . 

If  we  had  pursued  the  system  of  appropriating  money 
for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals  all  over  the 
Union,  the  attention  of  Congress  would  thus  have  been 
diverted  from  the  great  objects  intrusted  to  our  care  by 
the  constitution.  Our  time  would  have  been  almost  ex- 
clusively occupied  in  this  business.  Besides,  althoQgh 
each  member  might  have  prescribed  it  as  a  rule  for  him- 
self to  grant  no  appropriations  except  to  national  objects, 
yet  when  a  road  or  canal  was  proposed,  affecting  nearly 
the  interest  of  his  own  constituents,  he  would  have  been 
ingenious  in  satisfying  himself  that  it  was  of  general  im- 
portance. Such  is  the  nature  of  man.  Each  member 
would  have  had  to  decide  this  question  for  himself,  and 
esch  decision  would  have  been  a  precedent,  upon  the 
ttrength  of  which  we  might  go  a  little  farther.  The  na- 
tural tendency  of  the  system  was  to  proceed  to  such  an 
extent  that,  instead  of  legislating  for  the  great  interests 
of  the  Union,  the  chief  objects  of  our  pursuit  would  have 
been  to  obtain  money  from  the  Treasury  to  be  expended 
on  roads  and  canals  for  the  benefit  of  our  constituents. 

Notwithstanding  sU  the  knowledge  snd  all  the  ability 
which  are  centered  in  Congress,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
we  would  constitute  a  very  inefficient  and  injudicious 
board  of  internal  improvements.  I  am  glad  this  system 
hss  been  checked.  I  think  it  the  very  worst  mode  which 
we  could  adopt  of  expending  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury. 
1  should  greatly  prefer  any  other  which  has  been  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  in  Kentucky  when  he  was 
very  young;  and  he  yet  retained  and  ever  should  retain  a 
lively  and.grateful  impression  of  that  visit.  He  had  then 
formed  a  most  favorable  opinion  of  the  State  and  of  its 
population.  But  he  must  also  say  that  he  never  should 
forget  their  roads.  He  was  glad  to  learn  that  the  road 
between  Lexington  and  Maysville  had  been  turnpiked. 
It  needed  it  mucii.  He  would  venture  to  say,  that,  be« 
fore  this  turnpike  was  made,  all  the  horses  v^hich  could 
have  been  attached  to  any  vehicle  of  sufficient  dimcn- 
Mons  to  accommodate  Orozimbo,  would  not  have  drawn 
him,  in  the  spring  season  of  the  year,  from  Maysville  to 
AshUnd. 

Mr.  N1LK3  said  he  had  made  se\'eral  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  get  the  floor,  but  did  not  intend  to  detain  the 
Senate,  as  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  enter  into  a  general 
discussion  of  this  bill,  or  of  the  particuhr  motion  before 
the  Senate.  I'itis  wa^  a  Wt-slcrn  interest,  an.l,  in  his 
opinion,  especiaMy  a  IochI  on*';  yet  it  was  called  a  great 
national  work,  and,  perhap«,  in  one  view  of  the  subj.-ct, 
it  might  be  so  considered.  Coming  from  a  different 
quarter,  it  could  not  be  bupposcdthat  lie  felt  any  special 
interest  in  the  hill;  yet  having  never  before  had  the  honor 
of  a  beat  in  Congress,  this  uas  the  first  time  he  had  been 
callfcd  on  to  act  in  relulion  to  ilie  Cumberland  road;  and, 
considering  thai  it  had  btcn  an  old  and  constani  cljim  iiii. 


having  been  for  more  than  thirty  years  before  Congress 
he  was  perhaps  called  on  to  pay  his  respects  to  it.  This 
road  appears  to  have  been  a  particular  favorite  of  this 
Government,  and,  like  other  favorites,  to  have  been  a 
large  sharer  in  the  public  bounty.  Hit  object  was  to  no- 
tice some  of  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable  Senators 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat  and  Mr.  CaiTTSKDEir,]  rather 
than  either  to  oppose  or  advocate  the  bill,  in  the  fate  of 
which  he  felt  no  particular  solicitude.  He  could  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  correctness  of  the  positions  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  first  spoke,  [Mr.  Cla.t,]  had 
assumed,  and  in  which  he  seemed  disposed  to  place 
others. 

He  did  nut  understand  the  position  which  the  gentle- 
men from  Kentucky  have  assumed  in  relation  to  this  bill. 
In  saying  this,  he  bad  no  intention  of  charging  them  with 
a  want  of  clearness  or  force  in  their  remarks — far  from 
it;  but  there  appeared  to  be  something  in  reserve)  some 
object  which  lay  beyond  this  bill,  and  which  they  seemed 
disposed  to  advance  indirectly,  by  their  course  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject.  Are  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
bdl,  or  in  favor  of  it?  In  either  case,  be  thought  he 
should  understand  them. 

He  understood  perfectly  well  the  position  of  the  two 
honorable  Senators  from  Indians,  [Mr.  HKirnnicKsand 
Mr.  TiPTosr;]  their  object  is  to  get  through  this  road;  to 
have  it  made  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  arkd  as 
soon  as  possible;  and,  consequently,  they  wish  to  obtain 
as  large  appropriations  as  they  can.  He  did  not  com- 
plain of  this;  it  was  a  course  perfectly  natural,  and  con- 
sistent  with  the  relation  in  which  they  stood  to  the  sub- 
ject. But  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  appear  to  occu- 
py a  more  uncertain  and  equivocal  relation  to  this  bill. 
At  one  time,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  only  question  was, 
whether  this  road  was  to  be  constructed  on  one  side  or 
the  other  side  of  the  Ohio  river.  If  this  is  the  main 
question,  it  is  one  in  which  the  members  of  this  bwly 
generally  will  probably  feel  but  little  interest. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  firhi  spoke,  [Mr. 
Clat,]  informed  us  of  his  early  friendship  for  this  great 
work;  of  the  constant  support  he  has  afforded  it.  He 
might  have  said  powerful  support;  but  he  seems  now  to 
intimate  a  reluctance  to  sustain  it,  because  the  system  of 
internal  improvement,  of  which  he  says  this  road  was  a 
part,  is  suspended.  Mark  that  word,  sir;  the  gentleman 
says  this  is  suspended;  but  I  will  take  the  1  berty  to  use 
a  more  definite  term,  and  inform  the  gentleman  that  I 
think  this  favorite  system  of  his  is  ended;  that  it  is  over- 
thrown, not  only  by  the  act  of  the  Executive,  but  by 
public  opinion,  and  that  it  is  ended  now,  henceforth, 
and  forever.  He  says  the  veto  of  the  bill  for  the  Mays- 
ville and  Louisville  road  had  destroyed  the  system,  and 
that  those  who  sustained  the  administration  who  had  put 
down  the  system,  could  hardly  expect  the  support  of 
)  those  who  are  friendly  to  it.  But  whilst  he  still  professes 
to  be  friendly  to  ttie  object  of  this  bill,  he  insists  on 
placing  it  on  a  ground  which,  he  must  know,  would  be 
fatal  to  it,  not  only  in  another  qnarter,  but  in  Congress, 
lie  says  the  Cumberland  road  cannot  be  distinguished 
frofn  any  other  work  of  internal  improvemem,  snd  that 
it  can  rest  on  no  other  foundation  than  the  existence  of 
a  powe(^  in  this  Government  to  construct  roads.  Sir,  if 
this  bill  can  stand  on  no  other  foundation  than  this,  it 
cannot  stand  at  all— it  cannot  be  sustiineil — it  must  fall 
to  the  ground. 

I  iud  supposed  that  the  compacts  with  the  new  States, 
by  which  five  percent,  on  the  amount  of  lands  sold  in  such 
States  was  reserved,  two  per  cent,  for  roads  leading  to 
those  States,  and  three  per  cent,  for  making  roadii  in 
such  States  amounted  to  something— that  it  was  entiiled 
to  some  consideration  as  distinguishing  this  from  other 
roads,  notwithstanding  th's  fund  snd  much  more  has  al- 
ready btcn  expended.     But  this  road  owes  its  origin 
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to  those  compactB— it  was  undertaken  in  pursuance  of 
them;  and»  having  been  begun,  has  been  continued,  and 
a  sum  expended  greatly  exceeding  tlie  five  per  cent,  on 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  I  do  not  say  that  these 
compacts  were  wise,  but  I  regard  them  as  unwise  and 
unfortunate,  by  involving  this  Government  in  a  business 
which  did  not  belong  to  it,  and  in  regard  to  which  its 
constitutional  power  is  very  doubtful.  I  regard  these 
compacts  as  still  in  force,  because  the  five  per  cent,  on 
all  the  lands  to  be  sold  within  those  States  is  to  go  into 
our  Treasury.  I  regret  that  these  compacts  were  enter- 
ed into;  but  having  been  made,  and  the  Government 
having  undertaken  this  work— having  persevered  in  it 
for  more  than  thirty  years — it  having  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  every  administration,  from  that  of  Mr.  Jtfierson 
to  the  present,  and  of  every  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment— it  becomes  a  grave  question,  whether  we  can  stop 
short  and  now  abandon  it;  whether,  after  all  that  has  been 
done,  after  the  long  course  of  action  on  this  subject  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  the  nation  is  not  in  some  sense 
committed — is  not  in  some  way  pledged  to  complete  this 
road?  If  it  is;  if  this  Government  has  yet  to  build  this 
road  to  the  Mississippi,  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
seems  to  admit,  it  is  not  perhaps  very  material  whether 
the  appropriations  are  made  in  one  year  or  in  many 
years,  if  we  have  the  money  to  spare.  This  becomes 
only  a  question  as  to  time  and  convenience,  and  a  wise 
economy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  money.  If  we  have 
yet  to  make  this  road,  having  now  a  large  surplus,  (which 
is  80  alarming  to  some  gentlemen,)  we  may  perhaps  as 
well  appropriate  what  can  be  profitably  and  advantage- 
ously expended.  The  sooner  we  are  done  with  this  road 
the  better;  it  is  time  this  Government  was  clear  of  it. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  appears  to 
have  another  object  in  view;  to  revive  his  H^vorite  sys- 
tem in  another  form,  by  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands.  Sir,  it  is  not  surprising  that  that 
gentleman  should  feel  sensibly  and  deeply  the  loss  of  that 
s>  stem — a  system  of  which,  and  I  presume  correctly,  he 
has  been  called  the  father.  No  doubt  it  was  a  fund  child 
of  his;  one  which  he  cherished  with  parental  solicitude 
during  its  brief  and  troubled  existence;  one  on  which  he 
relied,  and  from  which  he  expected  much.  And  since 
it  has  been  taken  from  him,  it  doubtless  appears  more 
interesting.  It  is  a  principle  of  our  nature,  that  when 
objects  dear  to  us  are  lost,  they  appear  more  lovely  than 
when  we  possessed  them,  and  our  affections  are  revived 
with  more  vividness  and  force.  I  have  myself  had  the 
melancholy  experience  of  the  truth  of  this  principle. 

The  regi^ets  of  the  honorable  Senator  over  his  fallen 
system  are  perfectly  natural;  I  am  not  surprised  at  them; 
but  I  think  they  will  be  unavailing;  I  trust  that  system  is 
something  more  than  suspended;  it  is,  I  hope,  ended, 
and  never  more  to  be  revived,  either  in  its  original  shape 
or  in  a  new  form  or  disguise.  I  hope  never  to  see  the 
day  when  there  will  be  such  an  enlargement  and  exten- 
sion of  the  powers  and  patronage  of  this  Government,  as 
that  system  is  calculated  to  bring  with  it.  Sir,  the  accu- 
mulation of  power  here,  in  this  central,  this  engrossing, 
•ing'ulfing  Government,  is  sufficiently  rapid  and  alarm- 
ing*,  without  giving  any  new  impetus  to  its  natural  ten- 
dencies. 

The  honorable  Senator  has  informed  us  that  he  wishes 
to  see  the  blessings  of  this  Government  reach  the  whole 
Union,  and  spread  over  the  whole  and  every  part  with 
an  even  hand.  But  what  does  he  regard  as  the  blessings 
of  this  Government }  Is  it  the  extension  of  its  agency  in 
the  construction  of  roads  and  canals  within  the  States.' 
Is  it  the  distribution  among  them  of  large  sums  of  money 
for  these  objects?  Sir,  1  hope  never  to  see  the  day 
when  the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  encouraged  and 
induced  to  look  up  to  this  central  power  for  money, 
whether  to  make  ttieir  roads  and  canals,  or  any  other  ob- 


ject. I  hope  the  day  will  never  arrive,  when  the  sove- 
reign States  shall  be  reduced  to  a  dependence  on  this 
Government;  when  they  shall  become  its  pensioners,  as 
are  now  the  surviving  remnants  of  the  glorious  army  of 
the  Revolution.  If  these  are  the  blessings  the  gentleman 
alludes  to,  \  hope  we  may  be  long  saved  fiom  them. 
Sooner  than  vote  for  such  a  system,  I  ^ould  see  this  arm 
fall  from  its  socket.  Would  the  gentleman  have  this 
Government  like  that  of  France,  where  forty  millions  are 
expended  annually  by  the  Executive  on  the  public  roads, 
and  an  immense  patronage  attending  it?  If  the  States 
are  taught  to  look  to  this  Government  for  means  to  con- 
struct roads,  and  to  carry  on  their  works  of  internal  im- 
provement* they  will  soon  look  here  fur  means  for  other 
objects— for  the  erection  of  their  public  buildings,  for 
education,  and  even  for  their  ordinary  current  expenses. 
Should  such  a  system  be  established — a  system  of  deg- 
radation and  dependence  on  the  part  of  the  States;  of  a 
vast  accumulation  of  power,  patronage,  and  influence,  on 
the  part  of  this  Government;  it  would  work  a  revolution 
in  the  system.  I  should  despair  of  long  preserving  our 
liberties;  they  would  at  once  lose  their  freshness;  a  blight 
would  come  over  them,  and  decay,  rapid  decay,  would 
follow.  Sir,  the  disbursement  of  the  public  treasure  is 
the  essential  element  of  Government  patronage,  and  the 
extent  of  the  one  depends  on  the  amount  of  the  other; 
neither  is  it  very  material  how  this  money  is  paid  out, 
whether  to  public  officers,  to  agents,  or  contractors,  or 
distributed  among  the  States. 

The  swelling  flood  which  is  now  flowing  into  your 
Treasury,  according  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Preston,],  and  which  he  so  eloquently  descri- 
bed  the  other  day,  would  all  be  wanted  to  keep  up  a 
system  like  this,  and  would  all  go  to  extend  the  patron- 
age of  this  Government. 

Sir,  the  real  blessings  of  this  Government  are  diffused 
over  the  whole  Union;  they  are  diffused  equally  in  every 
State,  and  among  the  whole  people.  All  participate  in 
them,  and  all  share  alike.  These  blessings  are  the  moral 
power  and  influence  of  this  Gov-emment;  the  protection 
and  security  which  it  affords  to  all;  the  consciousness  of 
this  security,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  which  flow 
from  it.  This  is  the  great  and  primary  end  of  all  civil 
institutions.  It  is  the  great  moral  agency  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  its  influence  on  public  sentiment  at  home  and 
abroad,  which  preserves  peace  among  the  Slates,  and 
security  against  foreign  Powers.  We  have  recently  ex- 
perienced the  importance  of  this  security,  whilst  the 
danger  of  a  rupture  with  a  great  nation  impended  over 
us.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  system,  what  would  have 
been  the  situation  of  the  States?  Would  they  have  been 
able  to  have  afforded  protection,  and  would  the  people 
have  felt  that  security  and  composure  which  they  did? 
These  blessiggs  are  not  the  less  to  be  prized  because  the 
power  from  whence  they  flow  is  in  a  great  measure  un- 
seen and  unfelt.  If  the  action  of  this  Government  was 
eonflned  to  its  proper  limits,  it  would  be  scarcely  seen 
or  felt  by  the  people.  Your  tax-gMtherers  do  not  go 
among  them;  they  seldom  see  your  marshals  or  execu- 
tive officers.  This  Government  acts  on  the  great  body 
of  the  people  only  by  its  moral  power  and  influence, 
and  the  blessings  which  it  confers  may  almost  be  com- 
pared to  those  dispensed  by  Divine  Providence:  we  en- 
joy, we  realize  them;  we  feel  their  influence,  but  hardly  . 
know  the  source  of  the  power  whence  they  flow;  it  is 
far"  removed,  invisible,  and  felt  only  in  the  blessings  it 
diffuses  over  the  Union. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  Government  had  been  about 
thirty  years— the  life  of  a  generation — engaged  in  this 
road,  and  still  it  had  not  reached  Uie  Mississippi.  Some 
of  the  superintendents,  by  the  smallness  of  the  sums 
which  they  had  applied  for,  bad  seemed  to  consider 
their  occupation  as  a  life  estate,  which  it  would  be  a  pity 
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to  abridge.  He  h«d  often,  and  years  ago,  spoken  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canali  [Mr. 
HKiTDRicKa]  to  have  these  appropriations  increased,  and 
the  work  carried  forward  more  rapidly,  as  the  same  su- 
perintendent could  overlook  large  portions  of  the  work; 
and  now  that  large  appropriations  were  actually  asked 
'  for,  a  motion  was  made  to  reduce  them;  a  motion  which 
Mr.  B.  hoped  would  not  prevail.  He  wished  all  the 
public  works,  which  were  overlooked  by  superintend- 
ents St  salaries,  to  go  forward  more  rapidly;  the  public 
interest  would  be  benefited  by  it,  though  the  private  in- 
terests of  some  of  the  superintendents  might  not.  Long 
and  slow  jobs  might  suit  them,  as  a  long  and  moderate 
war  is  supposed  to  hare  been  the  toast,  and  to  have 
suited  the  interests  of  a  certain  army  chaplain  during  the 
Revolution:  a  long  war,  that  he  might  have  his  salary 
continued;  and  moderate,  that  too  many  men  should  not 
be  killed  for  his  remaining  in  office.  But  quick  work 
di>es  best  for  the  country;  and  now  that  a  good  appro- 
priation was  asked  for,  he  trusted  it  would  be  granted. 
Mr.  B.  said,  this  road  rested  on  compact,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  every  President,  from  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son to  General  Jackson;  it  had  also  been  supported  by 
every  majorty  that  had  ever  prevailed  in  either  House 
of  Congress;  and,  therefore,  should  not  be  opposed  now. 
It  needed  bridges,  especially  over  the  Wabash,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  denied.  The  same  road,  on 
this  side  of  the  Ohio,  had  many  noble  bridges  erected 
on  it,  of  which  he  would  mention  the  one  on  the  Yoho- 
gany,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  he  should  be  in 
favor  of  treating  both  ends  of  the  road  alike. 

'It  had  been  objected  that  the  country  between  the 
Great  Wabash  and  the  Mississ'ppi  was  destitute  oT  stone, 
and  would  not  furnish  material  for  covering  the  road. 
On  this  point,  he  had  some  information,  as  well  as  some 
personal  knowledge.  Tlie  general  character  of  the  coun- 
try was  that  of  scarcity  of  stone  quarries;  bat  lie  bad  been 
informed  by  Colonel  McRee,  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
reconnoitering  the  country  for  its  location,  that  gravel 
pits  abounded,  which  would  furnish  a  flint  gravel,  well 
adapted  to  the  cover  of  the  road;  and  he  bad  seen  these 
pits  near  Vincennes,  in  the  famous  swamp  called  Purga- 
tory, through  which  General  Clark's  men  marched  to 
surprise  the  British  post  at  Vincennes,  and  the  character 
of  which  was  indicated  by  its  name.  The  ground  for 
many  miles  was  a  trembling  morass,  in  which  men  and 
horses  often  sunk,  and  i*equired  help  to  get  them  out. 
Now  a  good  road  is  there;  boughs  from  the  trees  being 
cut  and  laid  on  the  morass,  to  form  a  bed  for  the  gravel 
which  was  got  from  pits  in  the  same  prairie  which  con- 
tained the  swamp. 

It  was  also  objected  to  the  continuation  of  the  road, 
that  the  point  of  striking  the  Mississippi  was  not  fixed, 
and  that  Miswuri  and  Illinois  were  contending  about  it. 
That  question,  Mr.  B.  said,  could  not  become  matensl 
until  the  road  passed  Vandalia,  and  the  present  appro- 
priations were  to  carry  it  to  Vandalia.  The  Senators 
from  those  States,  now  on  this  floor,  were  not  disposed 
to  balk  the  bill  by  a  premature  difficulty,  and  he  hoped 
nobody  else  would  raise  difficulties  for  them,  while  tliey 
were  in  harmony,  and  disposed  to  proceed  amicably. 
Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  At  present, 
they  would  work  tofrether  to  get  the  road  to  Vandalia, 
and  after  that  would  settle  the  difficulty  as  commodiotisly 
as  possible.  All  they  asked  at  present  were  good  appro- 
priations for  the  road  and  the  bridge,  and  a  speedy  pas- 
sage to  the  bill,  that  the  season  for  doing  the  work  might 
not  be  passing  by  before  the  work  could  beg^n. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  that  as  the  motion  was  put,  he  would 
vote  fur  it.  But  he  did  not  intend  by  that  vote  to  ex- 
press any  hostile  purpose  towards  the  bill.  No  estimate 
was  before  them  of  the  cost  of  this  road.  But  he  bad 
been  informed  an  estimate  was  made  in  a  former  year. 


A  great  deal  had  been  said  in  this  discussion  that  reflect- 
ed much  light  on  the  subject.  But  he  would  like  to  see 
the  estimate. 

In  Skhati,  Mat  19. 
FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

After  Mr.  Wright  had  concluded  his  speech, 

Mr.  BWING,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  some  time  since  en- 
deavored to  show,  and  he  thought  successfully,  from  the 
reports  of  the  chief  engineer,  that  it  would  nut  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive  to  expend,  advantageously  to  the 
public  service,  the  amount  of  money  which  it  is  proposed 
to  appropriate  by  thiabill.  That  we  could  not  doit  for  the 
want  of  engineers,  and  especially  for  the  want  of  me- 
chanics and  laborers.  We  have  already  (said  Mr.  E.) 
appropriated  seven  millions  for  the  navy,  and  two  mil- 
lions are  proposed  for  finishing  the  fortifications  already 
commenced,  an  amount  larger  than  we  have  ever  yet 
been  able  to  expend  on  the  seacoasl  in  any  one  year; 
and  now  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  all  this  the  amount 
named  in  this  bill.  Now,  sir,  that  money  cannot  be  ex- 
pended, and  is  not  needed  for  the  present  year. 

To  my  suggestion,  that  this  sum  could  not  be  ex- 
pended for  the  want  of  the  physical  force,  mechanics  and 
laborers,  to  carry  on  the  works,  two  answers  have  been 
given,  entirety  inconsistent  with  each  other,  neither  of 
them  entitled  to  much  weight.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri says,  that,  by  extending  the  line  of  operations^ 
commencing  new  works  at  points  where  none  are  al- 
ready in  progress,  we  can  draw  from  the  adjacent  coun- 
try labor  which  we  could  not  procure  upon  more  distant 
works.  This  would  be  very  correct  in  many  situations, 
though  it  is  not  so  here.  These  fortifications  are  all  upon 
the  same  line  of  seacoast.  Materials  may  be  procured, 
and  prepared  any  where  within  one  or  two  hundred  miles 
of  the  works,  and  transported  with  very  little  expense; 
and  BO  can  the  hands  which  are  to  construct  them.  Then, 
if  an  individual  can  spare  a  month,  or  a  week,  from  his 
common  avocations,  liecan  be  procured  to  make  shingles, 
or  prepare  timber,  or  stone,  for  any  of  these  fortifica- 
tions, Just  as  well  as  if  they  were  to  be  built  at  his  owa 
door;  and  laborers  can  be  transported,  without  loss  of 
time  or  expense,  one  or  two  hundred  miles  to  work  on 
the  fortifications.  So  that  the  founding  of  works,  at  new 
points  on  the  coast,  will  not  much  increase  the  amount  of 
labor  that  can  be  procured  upon  them. 

But  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wrioht]  goes 
on  the  other  extreme,  the  very  antipodes  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  He  charges  those  of  us  who  voted  for 
the  land  bill»  and  who  say  that  the  States  can  expend 
this  money  usefully  for  internal  improvements,  with  in- 
consistency; because,  says  be,  if  the  States  can  expend 
this  money,  the  United  States  can  also.  If  the  labor  is 
in  the  country  to  be  procured,  the  United  States  can  pro- 
cure it.  Now,  sir,  I  might  leave  those  two  argumenU  to 
dispose  of  each  other,  for  they  do  it  efiectually;  and.  it  is 
the  strongest  proof  of  our  correctness,  that  those  who  ob- 
ject to  our  proposed  policy  find  their  objections  on  all 
sides  of  it;  for  truth  is  always  surrounded  with  errors^ 
and  pursuing  the  straight  line  between  them.  But  how  is  it 
with  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from  New  York?  We 
propose,  for  example,  that  the  State  of  Ohio  shall  rcceire 
of  the  present  surplus  two  millions,  to  be  expended  by  her, 
if  she  pleases  so  to  expend  it,  in  internsl  improveoiesls. 
The  Senator  argues^  that  if  Ohio  can  procure  laborers  to 
expend  that,  the  same  laborers  can  be  procured  by  the 
United  States  to  expend  the  same  sum.  Now,  sir,  mn* 
terials  cannot  be  got  out  in  Ohio  fur  the  constmction  of 
a  fort,  and  transported  to  Throg's  neck;  laborers  cannot 
be  hired  in  Ohio  to  go  to  the  seacoast,  and  work  upon 
these  fortifications.  But  let  us  set  on  foot  our  works  at 
home,  and  there  is  no  want  of  materials  or  of  men* 
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The  farmer's  sons  in  the  West,  who  are  the  best  hands 
in  the  world,  will  help  in  with  the  spring  crop,  and  then 
have  a  month  which  they  will  employ  in  working  on  the 
voad  or  canal  in  the  neighborhood.  But  they  would  not 
go  to  New  York  to  work  that  month.  ATter  harvest,  and 
before  corn  gathering,  they  will  work  two  or  three 
months  more,  and  again  in  the  open  weather  in  the  win- 
ter; and  an  industrious  lad  will,  in  a  year  or  two,  lay  up 
money  enough  to  buy  himseir  80  acres  of  land,  besides 
helping  his  father  in  every  emergency  on  the  farm  at 
homel  Now,  the  effect  of  these  enormous  expenditures 
on  the  seacoast,  under  the  pretext  of  national  defence, 
must  cut  off  or  greatly  check  those  improvements  in  the 
West,  and  thus  deprive  our  country  of  the  advantages  to 
which  it  is  entitled,  and  its  young  men  of  the  benefits 
which  it  would  enable  them  to  derive  from  their  industry 
and  enterprise.  The  public  money,  it  seems,  must  be 
all  taken  to  the  East,  and  expended  on  the  seacoast,  or 
kept  in  the  banks,  and  our  public  lands  become  the 
property  of  those  who  have  our  public  money  in  keep- 
ing. As  this  bill  is  part  of  a  system  of  monopoly — of  sec- 
tional monopoly — and  as  it  is  not,  at  this  time,  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  national  defence,  and  as  the  system  of 
which  it  forms  a  part  will  distract  and  derange  unne- 
cessarily the  business  of  the  Western  country,  I  shall  rote 
against  it. 

Iir  SsHATE,  Apbil  25. 
LAND  BILL. 

The  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  different  States  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  WIIITB  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  to  the  fol- 
lowing eff"ect: 

Mr.  President,  the  subject  under  consideration  is  not 
new,  but  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  are  both 
novel  and  important.  Formerly  we  were  in  debt,  and 
had  no  money  in  the  Treasury,  which  we  could  not  con- 
veniently use.  Now  we  owe  nothing,  and  have  an  over- 
flowing Treasury.  The  common  wants  for  an  economi- 
cal administration  of  the  Government  will  require  but  a 
small  portion  of  our  vast  and  accumulating  treasure, 
and  the  question  is,  what  disposition  shall  we  make  of 
the  surplus.  Several  projects  have  been  presented.  An 
increase  of  the  army,  of  the  navy,  additional  fortifications, 
and  munitions  of  war,  it  one  plan.  Another  is  to  put 
the  funds  in  the  power  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sink- 
ing fund,  and  let  them  vest  them  in  stocks,  which  will 
add  to  our  wealth.  A  third  is,  to  form  contracts  with 
incorporated  railroad  companies,  for  transporting  the 
mail,  your  warlike  stores,  and  your  armies.  And  the 
fourth  is  that  presented  by  this  bill,  which  is  to  distrib- 
ute the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States. 

In  forming  an  opinion  upon  this  subject  I  find  myself 
compelled  to  form  some  opinion  on  each  of  the  others 
also,  that  I  may  be  able  to  decide  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred. 

Hut  the  first  question  to  be  settled  is  one  of  power.  If 
we  have  no  power  to  dispose  of  this  money  as  this  bill 
proposes,  it  is  only  a  waste  of  time  to  pursue  the  subject 
any  farther.  Some  of  our  enlightened  public  men,  years 
past,  foresaw  difficulties  which  would  in  time  originate 
from  surpluses  accumulating  in  the  Treasury,  and  sug- 
gested' this  very  plan  for  disposing  of  them.  Some 
doubted  the  power  under  the  constitution,  and  suggested 
an  amendment  to  remove  the  doubt;  others  felt  no 
doubts,  therefore  did  not  deem  any  amendment  necessa- 
py.  All,  however,  seem  to  have  concurred  in  the  fair- 
ness and  justice  of  this  disposition  of  such  funds  as 
might  not  be  needed  for  the  uses  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. If  I  mistake  not,  Mr.  Jeffcrlbn,  while  Presi- 
dent, made  a  suggestion  to  Congress  on  this  subject. 
Vol.  XII.— 291 


Ten  years  ago  an  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
now  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  1  do  him  the  justice  to 
add,  then,  as  well  as  now,  a  zeak>us  friend  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  moved  in  this  body  on  this  subject, 
had  a  committee  created,  made  an  able  detailed  report^ 
accompanied  by  a  bill,  which  was  not  finally  acted  on 
during  the  session.  To  do  that  gentleman  justice  T  must 
recur  to  this  report,  and  read  such  parts  of  it  as  are  ma-* 
terial,  that  we  may  have  the  benefit  of  his  opinion  as  en- 
forced by  himself.  It  is  found  in  the  fourth  volume  of 
the  Senate  documents  at  the  session  1825  and  1826,  Doc. 
95,  p.  1,  and  is  in  these  words: 

**  The  committee,  from  as  careful  an  examination  of 
the  subject  as  a  due  attention  to  their  other  duties 
wotild  permit  them  to  make,  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  great  advantages  would  result  to  the  United 
States  from  an  annual  distribution  among  them,  by  some 
equitable  ratio,  of  a  portion  of  our  national  revenue,  for 
the  purposes  of  education  and  internal  improvement,-  or 
for  such  other  purposes  as  the  State  Governments  may 
respectively  deem  most  to  their  advantage.  Whether 
the  United  States  shall  divide  the  whole  of  their  reve- 
nues beyond  what  are  required  for  the  usual  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government,  domestic  and  foreign,  civil, 
military,  an'd  naval,  to  the  reduction  of  our  public  debt, 
until  the  whole  of  it  shall  be  extinguished;  or  whether 
they  shall  apply  a  portion  of  those  revenues,  as  proposed, 
for  the  most  important  purposes,  and  thereby  cause  a 
more  gradual  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  resolves  it- 
self into  a  question  bf  expediency. 

**  U  remains  for  Congress  to  determine  which  of  these 
courses  will  most  effectually  promote  the  present,  as 
well  as  the  future,  prosperity  of  the  country.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  money  distributed  among  the 
States,  as  proposed,  would  be  invested  in  a  way  to  give 
much  greater  profit  than  the  interest  on  such  money 
would  yield  at  three,  four  and  a  half,  or  even  five  per 
cent.,  which  are  the  rates  of  interest  now  paid  on  the 
greater  part  of  our  public  debt. 

"  As  a  large  portion  of  this  debt  is  payable  to  persons 
in  Burope,  to  discharge  it  as  fast  as  our  means*  yrould 
permit  would  be  to  send  from  the  country,  sooner  than 
necessary,  funds  that  are  wanted  at  home;  the  inconve- 
nience of  which  would  be  sensibly  felt  in  the  present  em- 
barrassed state  of  our  moneyed  market,  and  most  proba- 
bly for  several  years  to  come. 

**  Money  distributed  as  proposed,  would  give  new  ac- 
tivity to  industry  and  enterprise  in  all  the  States;  and 
that  equally  and  simultaneously. 

<<  It  would  create  a  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  State 
Governments,  over  the  expenditures  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  thereby  prevent  the  waste  of  money,  and 
the  adoption  of  extravagant  measures,  that  might  dimin- 
ish the  amount  of  the  annual  dividends. 

"  It  would  secure  impartial  justice  to  all  the  States  in 
the  distribution  of  the  expenditures  of  our  revenue,  a 
failure  of  which  at  present  is  a  subject  of  loud  and  just 
complaint. 

"  It  would  relieve  the  General  Government  of  the  se- 
rious inconvenience  of  an  overflowing  Treasury,  which, 
if  not  provided  for  in  the  manner  proposed,  or  by  a  re- 
duction of  our  revenue,  will  impair  the  most  important 
principles  of  our  constitution. 

«  It  would  relieve  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  of  a 
large  portion  of  legislation,  now  devoted  to  the  disposal 
of  our  surplus  funds — legislation  of  the  worst  kind,  cal- 
culated to  produce  combinations,  sectional  feelings,  in- 
justice, and  waste  of  the  public  treasure. 

**  It  would  transfer  to  the  States  the  regulation  of  ex- 
penditures for  internal  improvements  by  roads  and  ca- 
nals, which,  if  retained  and  exercised  by  the  General 
Government,  contrary,  as  is  believed  by  many,  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  our  constitution,  will,  in  time,  so  for 
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decrease  the  powers  of  (be  State  Governments,  and  in- 
crease  those  of  the  United  States  Government,  as  to  de- 
stroy the  federative  principle  of  our  Union,  and  convert 
our 'system  of  confederated  republics  into  a  consolidated 
Government. 

•«  It  would  remove  the  cause  of  the  great  and  increas- 
ing difficulties  arising  from  an  objection,  on  constitution- 
al grounds,  to  the  exercise  of  the  rigbt  claimed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  of  making  roads  and  canals 
through  the  difTerenl  States  of  the  Union.  It  would  en- 
able the  General  Government  to  keep  in  operation  an 
efficient  system  of  finance  and  revenue,  with  advantage 
to  the  States.  And  should  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
require  the  application  of  all  our  means  to  some  object 
connected  with  our  national  peace  and  prosperity,  those 
means  could  soon  be  brought  into  operation,  by  suspend- 
ing, for  a  time,  the  dividends  to  the  States.  By  this  our 
Treasury  would  he  filled  without  a  sudden  resort  to  new 
taxes,  which  might  be  oppressive  to  agriculture,  and 
which  might  create  much  inconvenience  by  interrupting 
the  pursuits  and  industry  of  our  citizens. 

'*  Money  collected  from  the  sources  which  now  give 
us  our  revenues,  and  distributed  among  the  States  as 
proposed,  would  produce  a  rapid  and  profitable  circula- 
tion of  our  funds,  from  the  centre  to  the  extremities  of 
the  Union,  and  thus  add  to  the  force  of  the  moneyed 
capital  of  the  country." 

It  will  here  be  remarked,  that  no  doubt  was  felt  or  ex- 
pressed as  to  power  to  distribute  every  portion  of  the 
revenue  which  could  be  spared,  and  a  plan  was  recom- 
mended for  adoption  immediately,  although  we  then 
owed  a  large  debt,  bearing  various  rates  of  interest,  from 
three  up  to  six  per  centum. 

Next  in  the  order  of  time,  is  the  message  of  tiie  pres- 
ent Chief  Magistrate  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
of  Congress  in  1829,  found  in  the  Senate  journal,  pages 
13  and  14>  That  part  of  it  which  is  material  is  in  these 
words: 

**  After  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  it  is  not 
probable  that  any  adjustment  of  the  tariff,  upon  princi- 
ples satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Union,  will,  until 
a  remote  period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Go\ernment  without 
a  considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  beyond  what 
may  be  necessary  for  its  current  service.  As  then  the 
period  approaches  when  the  application  of  the  revenue 
to  the  payment  of  debt  will  cease,  the  disposition  of  the 
surplus  will  present  a  subject  for  the  serious  deliberation 
of  Congress,  and  it  may  be  fortunate  for  the  country  that 
it  is  yet  to  be  decided,  considered  in  connexion  with  the 
difficulties  which  have  heretofore  attended  appropria- 
tions for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  with 
those  which  this  experience  tells  us  will  certainly  arise, 
whenever  power  over  such  subjects  may  be  exercised 
by  the  General  Government;  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  lead 
to  the  adoption  of  some  plan,  which  will  reconcile  the 
diversified  interests  of  the  States,  and  strengthen  the 
bonds  which  unite  them.  Every  member  of  the  Union, 
in  peace  and  in  war,  will  be  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment of  inland  navigation,  and  the  construction  of  high- 
ways in  the  several  States.  Let  us,  then,  endeavor  to  at- 
tain this  benefit  in  a  mode  which  will  be  satisfactory  to 
all.  That  hitherto  adopted  has,  by  many  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  been  deprecated  as  an  infraction  of  the  constitu- 
tion; while,  by  others,  it  has  been  avowed  as  inexpedi- 
ent. All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  at  the  expense 
of  harmony  in  the  legislative  councils. 

«« To  avoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  most 
safe,  just,  and  federal  disposition,  which  could  be  made 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  would  be  its  apportionment 
among  the  several  States  according  to  their  ratio  of  rep- 
resentation— and  should  this  measure  not  be  found  war- 
ranted by  the  constitution,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to 
propose  to  the  States  an  amendment  authorizing  it.     1 


regard  an  appeal  to  the  source  of  power,  in  cases  of  real 
doubt,  and  when  its  exercise  is  deemed  indispensable  to 
y^e  general  welfare,  as  among  the  most  sacred  or  all  our 
obligations.  Upon  this  country,  more  than  any  other, 
has,  in  the  providence  of  God,  been  cast  the  special 
guardianship  of  the  great  principle  of  adherence  to  writ. 
ten  constitutions.  If  it  fail  here,  all  hope  in  regard  to  it 
will  be  extinguished.  That  this  was  intended  to  be  a 
Government  of  limited  and  specific,  and  not  general, 
powers,  must  be  admitted  by  all;  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
preserve  for  it  the  character  intended  by  its  framers.  If 
experience  points  out  the  necessity  for  an  enlargement 
of  these  powers,  let  us  apply  for  it  to  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  is  to  be  exercised;  and  not  undermine  the 
whole  system  by  a  resort  to  overstrained  conslnictioni,'* 
&c. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  in  these  two  short  paragraphs 
the  justice  and  utility  of  distributing  these  surplus  fundi 
are  presented  to  the  mind,  in  language  ss  clear,  distinct, 
and  forcible,  aa  can  well  be  employed. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  his  purpose,  and  therefore  be 
did  not  examine  the  question  whether  the  powers  of 
Congress  over  the  moneys  arising  from  the  public 
lands  were  as  limited  as  those  possessed  over  moneys 
derived  from  taxes,  and  he  contents  himself  with  the  ex- 
pression of  a  general  doubt  on  the  question  of  power,  and 
recommends  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  to  re- 
move it. 

At  the  session  of  1831  and  1832,  this  subject  is  intro- 
duced into  the  report  of  Mr.  McLane,  then  SecreUryof 
the  Treasury,  and  afterwards  Secretary  of  State.  What 
he  says  will  be  found  in  the  Senate  documents,  vol.  I, 
doc.  3,  page  12,  and  is  in  these  wordii 

*•  The  sources  from  which  the  revenue  has  hitherto 
been  derived,  are  the  imports,  public  lands,  and  bank 
dividends.  With  the  sales  of  the  bank  stock  the  latter 
will  cease,  and  as  the  imports,  according  to  any  scale  of 
duties  which  it  will  be  expedient  and  practicable  to 
adopt,  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  expendi- 
tures, that  portion  of  the  revenue  heretofore  drawn  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  may  be  dispensed  with, 
should  Congress  see  fit  to  do  so. 

«*  On  this  point,  the  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to 
observe,  that  the  creation  of  numerous  States  throughout 
the  Western  country,  now  forming  a  most  important 
part  of  the  Union,  and  the  relative  powers  claimed  and 
exercised  by  Congress  and  the  respective  States  over 
the  public  lands,  have  been  gradually  accumulating 
causes  of  inquietude  and  difficulty,  if  not  of  complaint. 
It  may  well  deserve  consideration,  therefore,  whether, 
at  a  period  demanding  an  amicable  and  permanent  ad- 
justment of  the  various  subjects  which  now  agitate  the 
public  mind,  these  may  not  be  advantageously  disposed 
of,  in  common  with  the  others,  and  upon  principles  just 
and  satisfactory  to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 

« It  must  be  admitted  that  the  public  lands  were  ceded 
by  the  States,  or  subsequently  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  for  the  common  benefit,  and  that  each  State  has 
an  interest  in  their  proceeds,  of  which  it  cannot  justly  be 
deprived.  Over  this  part  of  the  public  property,  the 
powers  of  the  General  Government  have  been  uniformly 
supposed  to  have  a  peculiarly  extensive  scope,  and  have 
been  construed  to  authorize  their  application  to  purposes 
of  education  and  improvement,  to  which  other  branches 
of  revenue  were  not  deemed  applicable.  It  is  not 
practicable  to  keep  the  public  landa  out  of  the  market, 
and  the  present  mode  of  disposing  of  them  is  not  the 
most  profitable,  either  te  the  General  Government  or 
to  the  States,  and  must  be  expected,  when  the  proceeds 
shall  be  no  longer  required  for  the  public  debt,  to  give 
rise  to  new  and  more  serious  objections. 

••  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  submitted  to  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress,  to  decide  upon  t  he  propriety  of  cediogall 
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the  public  lands,  in  the  aggregate,  to  those  States  witliin 
whose  territorial  limits  they  lie,  at  a  fair  price,  to  be  set- 
tled in  such  manner  as  might  be  8atisract<iry  to  all.  The 
aggregate  price  of  the  whole  may  then  be  apportione4 
among  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  according  to 
such  equitable  ratio  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  ob- 
jects of  the  original  cession,  and  the  proportion  of  each 
paid,"  &c. 

The  vigorous  and  discriminating  mind  of  this  highly 
gifted  and  useful  man  at  once  recognises  as  sound  a  dis- 
tinction in  the  powers  of  Congress  over  moneys  dtfrived 
from  a  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  and  those  powers 
that  body  may  be  supposed  to  possess  over  moneys  de- 
rived from  other  sources,  and  he  strongly  urges  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  a  distribution  among  the  Slates. 

It  is  fortunate  that  we  are  not  yet  placed  in  circum- 
stances which  make  it  essential  to  decide  whether  we 
have  a  power  to  divide  all  surplus  revenue,  no  matter 
from  what  source  derived.  I  profess  to  be  what  is  called 
a  strict  constructionist  of  the  constitution,  and  that  our 
power  to  appropriate  money  is  necessarily  confined  to 
a7>propriation9,  to  effect  some  object  upon  which  Con- 
gress is  expressly  empowered  to  legislate,  or  some  ne- 
cessary and  appropriate  means  to  effect  such  enumerated 
objects.  Still  I  never  have  been  satisfied  we  do  not  pos- 
sess the  power  to  distribute  surplus  revenue,  if  it  is  be- 
lieved wise  to  do  so.  No  Just  Government  will  take, 
either  by  direct  or  indirect  taxes,  more  money  than  is 
necessary  to  defray  all  the  reasonable  expenses  of  the 
Government.  When  taxes  are  imposed,  either  directly 
or  by  an  assessment  of  duties,  it  cannot  be  foretold  pre- 
cisely how  much  will  be  wanted,  or  how  much  will  be 
received,  in  tlie  Treasury.  We  must  necessarily  act 
upon  estimates.  To  some  extent,  we  will  be  mistaken. 
Foreseeing  this,  and  fur  the  sake  of  collecting  what  will 
be  certainly  sufficient,  we  will  almost  invariably  collect 
more  than  is  necessary.  In  a  series  of  years,  tliese  ac- 
cumulating balances  will  amount  to  a  sum  too  large  to 
remain  locked  up,  and  entirely  usele&s.  What,  then,  is 
to  be  done?  We  surely  are  not  at  liberty  to  devise  some 
wasteful  and  mischievous  project,  merely  to  use  the 
money.  It  came  into  the  Treasury  by  mistake.  Mis- 
takes which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  could  not  be  avoid- 
ed. Have  we  no  power  to  correct  them  when  discover- 
ed? Is  not  the  power  to  refund  the  money  a  necessary 
result  from  the  power  to  assess  and  collect  it?  Is  not 
this  a  power  which  Congress  has  always  exercised,  and 
must  exercise,  as  to  individuals? 

By  mistake,  our  officers  collect  and  place  in  the  Treas- 
ury money  which  ought  not  to  have  been  collected; 
the  mistake  is  discovered,  and  the  individual  calls  on 
Congress  for  redress.  We  pass  a  law  to  refund  the 
money.  Where  do  we  get  power  to  do  this'  There  is 
no  express  grant  of  any  such  power;  but  it  results  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  relation  which  exists  between  the 
payer  and  receiver.  The  latter  must  always  have  power 
to  act  justly,  to  act  honestly,  and  whenever  he  finds  he 
has  money  through  mistake,  he  would  seem  to  have 
power  to  return  it.  But  I  do  nut  intend  to  txpress  any 
opinion  on  this  point,  or  to  prolong  a  discussion,  by  in- 
troducing important  top'cs,  not  necessary  to  our  action 
on  this  bill.  All  1  intended  was  to  state,  for  myself,  that 
should  it  ever  become  necessary  to  discuss  the  general 
subject  of  our  power  to  distribute  the  whole  surplus,  no 
matter  from  what  source  derived,  fur  one,  I  think  it  well 
worth  a  careful  and  deliberate  consideration,  before  it 
is  either  affirmed  or  denied;  andl  mobt  heartily  concur  in 
the  sound  doctrine  of  the  President,  ihnt  we  ought  not  to 
act,  when  there  is  a  reasonable  doubt  of  our  power. 

The  question  which  we  must  now  decide  i*,  whether 
we  have  power  to  do  that  which  all  admit  it  is  perfectly 
just  we  should  do,  if  we  have  the  power — distribute  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  The  following 


considerations  have  satisfied  my  own  mind,  and  they  are 
respectfully  submitted  for  the  reffection  of  others.  Our 
public  lands  were  acquired  by  the  United  States,  by 
deeds  of  cessions  from  several  individual  States,  and  by 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  which  were  paid 
fur  by  moneys  derived  from  the  lands  which  had  been 
ceded  by  individual  States. 

The  most  important  cession  was  made  by  the  Slate  of 
Virginia,  in  the  year  1784,  and  that  part  of  the  cession 
material  to  our  present  purpose  is  in  the  following 
words: 

»•  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to, 
any  of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in 
bounties  to  the  officers  tnd  soldiers  of  the  American 
army,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  become, 
or  shall  become,  members  of  the  confederation,  or 
federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive, 
according  to  their  usual  and  respective  proportions  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faith- 
fully and  bonajtde  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  Whatsoever.*'— 1  vol.  Laws  U. 
S.p.474. 

This  language  creates  an  express  trust  between  the 
United  States  and  each  individual  State.  By  it  the 
United  States  stand  pledged  to  hold  tliese  lands  in  trust, 
that  they  shall  be  faithfully  managed,  and  their  avails  ap- 
plied for  the  joint  benefit  of  all.  So  far  as  it  has  been 
applied  to  the  payment  of  debts  due  by  all,  the  trust  has 
been  complied  with;  but  now  the  debts  are  paid,  and 
there  is  a  surplus,  have  we  the  power  to  give  this  sur- 
plus to  those  for  whose  use  the  trust  was  created?  I 
might  ask  who  can  doubt  it?  Suppose  the  States  still 
bound  together  only  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  out 
of  money  raised  in  its  own  way,  and  out  of  its  own 
means,  each  State  had  paid,  when  called  on,  its  quota 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  national  debS  and  there  was  a  surplus  of 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  for  which  the  Fed- 
eral Gaiernment  bad  no  use,  would  we  not  be  bound  to 
distribute  it?  I  say  we  would  not  only  have  the  power 
to  do  so,  but  if  we  du\  not  exert  it,  a  court  of  chancery 
would  compel  us,  if  we  could  be  sued.  The  rery  terms 
of  the  cession  look  to  distribution.  If  this  were  not^^so, 
why  say  in  the  deed  that,  when  used  for  the  benefit  of 
all,  "Virginia"  shall  be  included?  Why  fix  the  •*  ratio" 
in  which  payments  shall  be  made  to  each?  If  we  only 
have  power  to  pay  debts  and  bear  common  expenses  of 
Government  with  these  moneys,  and  can  do  nothing  else 
with  them,  both  these  regulations  would  have  been  use- 
less. I  take  it,  therefore,  as  loo  clear  for  a  doubt,  that, 
if  now  connected  by  the  articles  of  confederation  only» 
we  would  have  (he  power  to  distribute. 

The  next  question  is,  did  the  adoption  of  the  present 
constitution  alter  the  rights  of  the  parties,  or  take  from 
Congress  the  power  to  comply  with  their  engagement? 
I  answer,  unhesitatingly,  no. 

In  the  6th  article  of  the  constitution,  the  first  para- 
graph  runs  thus: 

"  All  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into, 
before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid 
against  the  United  States  under  this  constitution  as 
under  the  confederation." 

In  the  3d  section  of  the  4'h  article  of  the  same  instru- 
ment, this  language  is  found: 

••  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the 
territory  or  other  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  be  construed  to  preju- 
dice any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular 
State." 

Thuiwefind  all  debti  contracted,  and  engagementa 
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entered  into,  before,  were  to  remain  unchanged,  and 
the  respective  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  of  each 
individual  State,  were  to  remain  precisely  as  if  the  form 
of  Government  had  not  been  altered,  and  express  power 
is  conferred  lo  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory 
or  other  property  of  the  United  States. 

With  tlicse  di^erent  provisions  before  him,  who  can 
doubt  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  do  that  which, 
by  accepting  this  trust,  they  expressly  agreed  to  do? 
Cessions  from  the  other  States  are  made  substantially  on 
the  same  conditions,  and  liable  to  the  same  dispositions  by 
Congress.     Louisiana  and  Florida  were  purchased  with 
the  avails  of  these  ceded  landsj  the  trustee  is  the  same, 
and  that  trustee  holds  these  lands  loaded  with  exactly 
the  same  burden,  and  is  bound,  if  those  for  whose  use 
they  are  holden  desire  it,  to  dispose  of  them  and  their 
proceeds  in  the  same  manner.     1  hold,  therefore,  that, 
be  the  general  question  of  power  to  distribute  the  whole 
revenue  settled  at  it  may,  there  ought  to  be  no  ques- 
tion as  to  the  power  to  divide  moneys  arising  from  the 
sales  of  lands.     But  it  has  been  argued  that,  if  we  have 
the  power,  there  is  no  money  to  divide.  I'hat  when  the 
amount  is  settled,  the  nett  gain  will  not  exceed  $400,000. 
To  this  I  can  never  agree.     The  United  States  took  this 
trust-fund,  and  with  it  purchased  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
and  now  we  are  told  they  have  had  the  use  of  the  money 
for  nothing,  and  will  only  account  for  the  principal.  This 
is  not  the  rule.     If  the  trustee  takes  the  trust-fund  and 
trades  upon  it,  he  must  account  to  the  ceiiuy  que  use,  for 
all  the  profits  made.     The  question  in  chancery  would 
be,  not  what  these  countries  cost,  but  what  they  are 
worth.    You  cannot  fix  a  price.    Louisiana  and  Florida! 
I'he  sovereignty    and  jurisdiction  over  them  alone  is 
worth  more  to  this  Union  than  all  the  national  debt  we 
ever  owed.     How  much  duties  have  we  collected  from 
their  ports?     How  much  have  we  avoided   paying   by 
making  them  our  own,  instead  of  letting  them  remain 
foreign  ports?     How  many  wars  have  we  avoided  by 
their  purchase?  In  short,  what  would  you  take  for  them? 
No  sum.  They  are  beyond  price  to  the  rest  of  the  Union. 
On  this  part  of  the  subjeet,  the  question  with  me  is,  not 
what  sum  we  now  have  in  the  Treasury,  which  was  re- 
ceived for  the  sale  of  lands,  but  whether  we  have  a  sum 
in  the  Treasury  equal  to  that  proposed  to  be  distributed, 
over  and  above  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  appropriated 
to  take  care  of  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and 
without  deblling  the  States  with  the  sums  paid  for  Loui- 
siana and  Florida,  because  I  am  sure,  upon  any  fair  set- 
tlement, the  sum  due  from  the  Union  is  at  least  equal  to 
the  sum  which  it  is  proposed  now  to  distribute. 

What  sum  have  we,  and  what  will  we  probably  re- 
ceive, in  the  course  of  the  year?  I  will  take  round  sums, 
disregarding  fractions. 
We  have  now  in  the  Treasury  -  -    $32,000,000 

Of  this  sum,  the  quarter  ending  31st  of 
March  produced  $11,000,000.  Suppose 
the  remaining  three  quarters  to  average 
the  tike  sum,  and  we  will  have  on  the  31st 
December,  more  by  -  -  -    33,000,000 

Add  the  value  of  our  bank  stock  -  -      7,500,000 


amply  sufficient,  and  it  appears  to  me  in  all  conscience  it 
mu&t  be  enough,  unless  our  prosperity  is  to  drive  us  into 
Vhe  most  mad  excesses. 

Let  us,  then,  take  this  as  the  sum  necessary 
for  our  ordinary  expenses  in  the  course  of  the 
year  -  .  -  -  .    115,000,000 

Add  to  this,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
States        ....  -    127,000,000 


Estimated  amount    - 
Deduct  for  falling  ofTand  deficiencies, 


$72,500,000 
.    5,500,000 

$67,000,000 


These  two  sums  amount  to 


After  this  liberal  deduction,  we  will  have  sixty-seven 
millions  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Now  for  expenditures: 

The  ordinary  wants  of  the  Government  ought  not  to 
exceed  $15,000,000.  Mr.  McLane,  in  the  report  of 
1831,  to  which  I  have  adverted,  fixes  upon  that  m  a  sum 


-    $42,000,000 


Take  forty-two  millions  from  sixty-seven,  and  we  will 
still  have  in  the  Treasury  twenty -five  millions  of  dollars, 
to  apply  to  any  extraordinary  expenditures  for  the  army, 
the  navy,  for  fortifications,  or   for  any  other  purpose 
whatever:     The  army  ought  to  be  increased  so  rouclias 
to  render  secure  our  frontiers.     The  increase  of  our 
navy  may  be  hastened  to  some  extent,  and  we  ought  ul- 
timately to  have  a  naval  force  more  than  able  to  chastise 
and  drive  off  any  foreign  fleet  sent  to  blockade  or  serioui- 
ly4o  infest  our  coast.     Larger  than  that  we  do  not  need 
and  ought  not  to  have,  if  it  were  given  to  us.  Portificationi 
are  only  wanted  for  important  points,  at  which  an  enemy 
might  do  much  mischief  to  public  or  to  private  property, 
by  a  sudden  incursion.     The  whole  coast  we  never  can, 
and  never  should  attempt  to  defend  by  fortifications.    If 
we  do,  we  must  have  a  large  standing  army  to  defend 
them;  otherwise  they  will  be  applied  to  the  prolectionof 
our  enemies.    We  are  told  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a 
document  before  me,  that  Old  Point  Comfort  covers  six- 
ty-three  acres  of  ground,  and  to  protect  it  by  an  ade- 
quate force,  would  require  several  thousand  nacn.    We 
never  can,  we  never  ought,  to  attempt  to  defend  our 
whole  coast,   by  so  many  fortifications  as  will  require 
any  considerable  increase  of  our  army.    If  we  do,  in 
time  of  peace,  these  troops  will  come,  on  days  of  tlec 
tion,  and  as  they  are  hired  to  do  our  fighting,  they  witl 
do  our  voting  likewise,  and  in  a  short  time  leave  us 
nothing  worth  fortifying.     Such  defences  are  contrary 
to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  Government,  and  ougbt 
never  to  be  countenanced  or  tolerated  to  the  unreason- 
able extent  which  some  appear  now  to  desire.    In  the 
same  document,  at  pages  21,  22,  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, the  Secretary  says  no  new  fortificstion  ought  to 
be  commenced  until  all  the  proposed  kites  are  resurvey- 
ed  and  plans  devised  upon  a  suitable  scale,  and  recom- 
mends a  board  for  that   purpose,  which  will  require  a 
small  appropriation  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

He  also  recommends  experiments  to  be  made  in  reli- 
tion  to  steam  or  moveable  batterie»,  which  will  require 
an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Well,  then,  if  we  concur  with  the  Secretary,  we  want  at 
present  no  appropriation  for  new  fortifications,  but 
these  two  sums,  eqtial  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou« 
sand  dollars,  to  defray"  the  expenses  of  a  board,  and 
the  experiments  of  which  1  have  spoken. 

As  to  the  fortifications  now  in  progress,  let  such  in- 
crease be  made  in  the  appropriations  as  can  reasonably 
be  used  in  the  course  of  the  year.  As  to  the  sugRcsiion 
made  that  we  ought  at  once  to  appropriate. a  sum  large 
enough  to  complete  the  work,  although  it  may  be  five 
or  ten  years  before  it  can  be  cempleted,  1  do  not  think  it 
ought  to  be  sanctioned.  It  is  unnecessarily,  and  for  s 
long  time,  putting  at  hazard,  in  the  hands  of  ogents, 
who  may  prove  faithless,  large  sums  of  money.  •  From 
year  to  year  let  the  appropriations  be  made,  and  thus 
avoid  all  unnecessary  risk.  According  to  this  same  doc« 
ument,  the  expense  necessary  for  ordnance  must  be  com- 
paratively trifling.  We  can  be  much  more  readily  sup- 
plied  than  I  had  imagined.  Upon  the  whole,  1  think »» 
the  reasonoble  demands  for  the  army,  for  the  navy,  >« 
fortifications,  ordnance,  and  other  munitions  of  war,  can 
be  supplied  without  making  any  serious  impression  up- 
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on  that  large  fund  left  in  the  Treasury,  after  providing 
for  the  distribution  as  proposed  in  this  bill. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  matters  pendinfif  before  us, 
when  not  acting  as  a  Legislature,  which,  if  perfected, 
may  occasion  a  considerable  increase  of  expenditure. 
That  may  be  so;  yet  we  must  remember  that  not  much  of 
this  expenditure  will,  or  can  be,  this  year  or  the  next, 
and  that  these  very  measures  will  increase  our  resources, 
if  not  entirely  equal  to  our  increased  expenditure,  very 
nearly  so.  These  matters,  therefore,  may  be  laid  aside. 
Another  project  for  ridding  the  Treasury  of  its  sur- 
plus, is  that  of  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  commission- 
ers of  the  sinking  fund,  and  authorizing  them  to  vest  it  in 
some  secure  stock,  yielding  a  reasonable  profit.  This 
might  do,  and  is  probably  intended  as  an  expedient  to 
save  the  money  from  loss;  but  as  to  a  mode  of  lessening 
the  fund,  it  would  be  making  bad  worse;  it  would  be  de- 
vising a  plan  to  increase  our  store;  because  we  would  ex- 
pect a  return  of  the  principal  and  the  interest  produced 
by  it.  But,  for  myself,  1  have  no  idea  of  sending  our 
money  among  stockjobbers,  into  the  market,  to  be  hig- 
gling for  bargains,  whicli  in  one  way  may  be  very  good, 
and  in  some  other,  very  bad.  Far  rather  would  I  prefer 
they  should  remain  where  they  now  are. 

The  last  scheme  for  adoption  is  that  from  the  Post 
Ofiice  Committee^  with  the  aid  of  steam.  With  the  aid 
of  this  machinery,  1  have  very  little  doubt,  the  whole 
can  be  accomplished  in  a  very  short  time.  The  whole 
of  this,  which,  without  intending  disrespect  to  the  com- 
mittee, I  must  call  artful  contrivance,  is  neither  more  nor 
less  than  the  old  system  of  internal  improvement,  with 
federal  means,  and  by  federal  power,  revived,  and  the 
more  odious,  because  of  the  attempt  at  concealment. 
The  old  system  has  the  merit  of  manliness.  Its  fri*.nds 
think  the  Federal  Government  has  the  power,  and  open- 
ly avow  that  they  will  exercise  it^  because  in  doing  so 
they  promote  the  public  interest.  This  seeks  to  violate 
the  constitution  by  stealth,  and  the  contrivers  of  it  must 
think  the  device  is  so  artfully  concealed  that  the  public 
can  never  find  out  the  design.  Now,  sir,  I  think  it  per- 
fectly proper,  that,  where  a  railroad  can  be  had,  the  Post- 
master General  ought  to  have  the  power  to  contract 
with  the  company  to  carry  his  mail,  and  1  understand 
he  has  this  power  already;  therefore,  as  to  existing  roads, 
the  bill  will  be  of  no  use.  He  can  make  just  as  good  a 
contract  without  as  with  this  bill.  It  can  only  operate 
on  roads  commenced  and  unfiitisihed,  or  ones  being  com- 
menced. How,  then,  will  it  operate  ?  Say  the  road  is  to 
be  one  hundred  miles  long,  and  ten  or  twenty  only  fin- 
ished, and  the  company  to  need  funds,  they  make  a  con- 
tract to  carry  the  mail,  and  receive  at  once,  out  of  the 
Treasury,  a  sum  of  money,  the  interest  on  which,  year- 
ly, will  be  equal  to  the  sum  paid  yearly,  in  time  past, 
for  carrying  the  mail;  with  this  money  the  company  are 
to  progress,  and  make  another  part  of  the  road,  then  the 
contract  will  be  enlarged  on  the  same  principles,  an  ad- 
ditional sum  paid,  and  thus  the  road  be  completed.  Can 
this  be  any  thing  but  an  enlarged,  masked  system  of  in- 

.  ternal  improvemeqt?  and  if  the  charter  of  the  company 
is  fop  fifty  OP  an  hundred  years,  or  forever,  your  con- 
tracts are  to  be  in  the  same  way.  To  carry  out  this  sys- 
tem, what  sum  would  it  probably  cost?  No  man  dares 
to  offer  a  conjecture.  To  enable  us  to  have  a  glimpse  of 
it,  let  us  suppose  one  case.  Upon  a  given  route,  the 
■urn  paid  fur  carrying  the  mail  was  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.  We  are  now  to  jj^ve  to  the  company 
presently,  and  to  be  retained  as  long  as  the  charter  lasts, 
a  sum  which,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  will  produce 
twenty  thousand  dollars  yearly.  What  sum  would  that 
be^  No  less  than  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollarsand  one  third. 
This  would  be  but  one  route,  and  I  presume  of  the  mid- 
dling class{  and  pray  what  sum  would  it  not  require,  to 


spread  this  system  over  the  United  States?  Suppose  one 
of  these  companies,  directly  after  receiving  your  money, 
to  fail,  and  decline  business,  what  then?  We  must  lose 
the  money,  or  take  the  road.  We  take  the  road,  and 
employ  managers  and  hands  enough  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness on  our  own  account.  We  should  then  have  a  little 
army  of  our  own,  moving  to  and  fro  by  steam.  Under  such 
a  system,  we  would  be  steamed  out  of  all  our  money,  all 
our  character,  and  every  thing  but  a  handsome  addition 
to  federal  patronage.  Adopt  this  plan,  and,  my  word 
for  it,  we  will  never  have  another  argument  on  the  sub- 
ject of  disposing  of  our  surplus  revenue:  it  will  be  scat- 
tered to  the  four  winds.  As  this  project  is  brought  for- 
w^rd  by  a  friend  of  the  administration,  it  is  supposed  to 
be  an  administration  measure;  by  this  1  mean  a  measure 
approved  by  the  President.  How  this  fact  may  be,  I 
do  not  profess  to  know;  but  I  have  seen  enough  in  my 
day  here  to  satisfy  me  that  it  is  very  unfair  that  every 
measure  brought  forward  and  advocated  by  the  mem- 
bers professing  to  be  friends  of  the  administration,  should 
be  considered  as  having  the  sanction  of  the  Pres'dent. 
I  know  not  what  his  opinions  on  such  subjects  are  now; 
I  know  what  they  have  been,  and  until  informed,  in 
some  authentic  mode,  that  they  have  been  changed,  I  es- 
teem it  fair  to  suppose  they  remain  unchanged. 

Let  us  hear  him  speak  for  himself,  in  two  of  his  com- 
munications. In  his  annual  message  of  1830  the  Presi- 
dent says:  ^ 

**In  speaking  of  direct  appropriations,  I  mean  to  m- 
clude  a  practice  which  has  obtained  to  some  extent,  and 
to  which  I  have,  in  one  instance,  in  a  different  capacity, 
given  my  assent — that  of  subscribing  to  the  stock  of  pri- 
vate associations.'  Positive  experience,  and  a  more 
thorough  consideration  of  the  subject,  have  convinced 
me  of  the  impropriety  as  well  as  inexpediency  of  such 
investments.  All  improvements  effected  by  the  funds 
of  the  nation,  for  general  use,  should  be  open  to  the  en- 
joyment  of  all  our  fellow  citizens,  exempt  from  the  pay- 
ment oftolN,  or  any  imposition  of  that  character." 

Same  message,  he  says,  farther: 

**  That  such  improvements,  on  account  of  particular 
circumstances,  may  be  m«re  advantageously  and  benefi- 
cially made  in  some  States  than  in  others,  is  doubtless 
true;  but  that  they  are  of  a  character  which  should  pre- 
vent an  equitable  distribution  of  the  public  funds  amongst 
the  several  States,  is  not  to  be  conceded. 

**  We  have  it  constantly  before  our  eyes,  that  profes- 
sions of  superior  zeal  in  the  cause  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  a  disposition  to  lavish  the  public  funds  upon 
objects  of  that  character,  are  daily  and  eariieMly  put 
forth  by  aspirants  to  power,  as  constituting  the  highest 
cliiims  to  the  confidence  of  ttie  people.  Would  it  be 
strange,  under  such  circumstances,  and  in  times  of  great 
excitement,  that  grants  of  this  description  should  find 
their  motives  in  olijfcls  which  may  not  accord  with  the 
public  good?  Thobe  wtio  have  not  had  occasion  to  see 
and  regret  the  indica'ion  of  a  sinisttr  influence  in  these 
matters,  in  time  past,  have  been  more  fortunate  than 
myself  in  their  observation  of  the  course  of  public 
affairs." 

In  his  message  of  1833,  he  says: 

*<  I  recommend  that  provision  be  made  to  dispose  of 
all  stocks,  now  held  by  it  [the  Government]  in  corpora- 
tions, whether  created  by  the  General  or  State  Govern- 
ments, and  placing  the  proceeds  in  the  Treasury.  As  a 
source  of  profit,  these  stocks  are  of  little  or  no  value; 
as  a  means  of  influence  among  the  States,  they  are  ad- 
verse to  the  purity  of  our  institutions.  The  whole  prin- 
ciple on  which  they  are  based  is  deemed  by  many  un- 
constitutional, and  to  persist  in  the  policy  which  they 
indicate,  is  considered  wholly  inexpedient." 

Are  we  to  infer,  after  this,  that  he  would  approve  of 
this  plan?    I  think  not.   qTAj^^  ^}.  |ppcars  mucli_more 
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probable,  were  we  to  pass  such  a  bill  as  this,  that  it 
would  be  vetoed  by  him,  than  that  he  stiuuld  ne^tive 
the  distribution  bill,  when  he  would  reflect  upon  the 
altered  state  of  things  since  (hat  subject  was  acted  on 
by  him.  Such  a  system  as  this  would  be  one  of  internal 
improvement,  with  the  moneys  and  under  the  patron- 
age oF  the  Federal  Grivernment.  It  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  companies,  some  of  whose  charters  may  be  for 
long  periods,  or  without  limit  as  to  lime;  they  would  still 
continue  to  receive  iheir  toll  from  the  people.  It  would 
operate  partially  and  unjust  to  the  different  sections  of 
the  country.  Some  would  receive  plenty,  others  none. 
Instead  of  trying  to  rid  the  Government  of  all  connexion 
with  stock  companies,  we  would  be  forming  more  exten- 
sive and  dangerous  connexions  than  have  ever  been 
thought  of  in  time  past.  I  therefore  conclude  such  a 
scheme,  however  plausible  at  first  view,  can  never  ulti- 
mately find  favor  from  any  majority  in  Congresis. 
*  I  will  now  advert  to  some  of  the  strongest  objections 
which  [  have  heard  to  the  policy  of  distribution.  It  is 
thought  a  system  of  distribution  will  make  the  States 
feel  dependent  on  the  Federal  Government,  and  induce 
them  to  engage  in  enterprises  not  necessary,  and  beyond 
their  fair  means.  Ought  we  not  to  remember  that  it  is 
the  same  people,  who  are  represented  both  in  the  State 
and  Federal  Lfgislatures?  That  they  are  competent  to 
understand  their  own  rights,  and  have  the  power  to 
compel  obedience  to  their  will,  by  their  representatives 
at  home  as  well  as  here.^  Will  they  nut  know  that  the 
money  distributed  is  their  own  money,  not  a  boon  from 
Congress?  How,  then,  will  they  feel  dependent  upon 
those  who  have  done  them  no  fav*  r,  but  the  simple  act 
of  justice,  of  pa}ing  them  their  own  money,  in  place  of 
keeping  it  locked  up,  or  having  it  wasted  by  others?  If 
the  people  are  capable  of  self-government,  they  must  be 
capable  of  understanding  their  own  rights,  and  pursuing 
their  own  interests.  They  will  not  view  this  as  a  boon, 
but  as  a  delivery  to  them  of  that  which  is  their  own. 
They  w>ll  never  look  to  distribution  as  a  regular  and 
certain  resource  for  Stale  purposes,  but  as  an  incidental 
addition  to  their  other  means,  which  will  enable  them  to 
carry  on  with  more  vigor  any  plan  which  in  their  wis- 
dom may  be  devised  fur  imfyroving  their  country,  or 
increasing  the  means  of  education. 

Again:  It  is  said  the  new  States  may  justly  fear  that 
distribution  will  induce  the  old  Slates  to  keep  the  price 
nfhnds  high,  and  thereby  check  settlements  in  them. 
It  appears  to  me  there  can  be  no  real  foundation  for  any 
alarm  on  this  account.  The  new  States  now  form  a  very 
re.Bpectable  minority.  That  minority  will  soon  be  in- 
creased to  the  numbtr  often  or  eleven.  If  we  are  fit 
to  live  together  under  one  General  Government,  there 
never  can,  there  never  will,  come  a  time  when  so  large 
a  minority  cannot  prevail  upon  enough  to  make  up  a 
nnjority,  to  do  that  which  is  not  only  just  but  liberal  to 
them.  Nothing  can  be  so  likely  to  prevent  thh  as  a 
contracted  and  illiberal  policy  on  their  part.  If  they 
prevent  distribution,  and  thus  prevent  othirs  from  at- 
taining any  participation  in  a  common  fund,  and  this  with 
a  view  to  benefit  themselves,  may  they  not  destroy  all 
disposition  to  meliorate  their  condition?  Will  it  not  be 
more  wise  in  them  to  let  that  which  can  well  be  spared 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  be  distributed,  and 
with  their  fair  proportion  of  it«  in  common  with  other 
States,  go  on  and  make  such  internal  improvements  as 
the  interest  of  their  people  demands,  and  rely  upon  the 
justice  of  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  such  re- 
dictions  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  in  favor  of 
actual  settlers,  as  the  interchts  of  the  new  States  may 
require?  For  one,  having  been  raised  and  having  lived 
in  a  new  State,  and  knowing  the  difliculties  they  have 
to  encounter,  my  feelings  have  been  with  them,  and, 
since  honored  with  a  place  here,  1  have  ever  been  dis* 


posed  by  my  votes  to  favor  their  wishes  and  interests,  so 
far  as  it  could  consistently  be  done.  1  hope  still  to  do 
so,  let  them  pursue  what  course  they  may.  Either  now, 
or  at  any  subsequent  time,  I  am  ready  to  vote  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  in  favor  of  the  actual 
settler,  the  cultivator  of  the  soil;  but  not  to  favor  the 
speculator — he  who  would  buy  largely  at  a  sknall  price, 
to  sell  to  the  settler  in  small  quantities  at  a  high  price. 
Of  all  the  evils  which  can  befall  a  new  State,  none  is 
greater  than  to  reduce  the  price  so  low  as  to  encourage 
individuals  or  companies  to  purchase  large  quantities  of 
the  public  domain.  They  will  be  held  up  for  increased 
prices,  and  effectually  check  the  growth,  the  prosperity, 
and  wealth,  of  any  State,  where  such  a  policy  is  pursued. 
But  the  actual  settler  may  well  be  favored  by  procuring 
a  home  of  his  own,  at  a  low  price,  where  he  can  culti- 
vate his  own  soil,  and,  independently  of  all  others,  main- 
tain his  family.  1  voted  yes'erday  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  because  it  did  not 
provide  for  actual  settlers,  but  only  for  those  who  repre- 
sented that  they  wished  to  become  settlers.  Let  lands  be 
entered  upnn  such  statements,  and  those  who  entered 
them  would,  in  many  cases,  soon  change  their  minds, 
and  some  speculator  would  be  found  to  be  the  true 
owner,  at  the  reduced  price.  Whenever  the  lands  have 
been  so  long  in  market,  at  a  reasonable  price,  as  to  show 
that  they  are  not  of  value  to  the  General  Government, 
let  them  be  transferred,  upon  some  fair  terms,  to  the 
States  in  which  they  respectively  lie.  In  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  the  United 
Slates  now  own  some  land!«,  which  never  have  been,  and 
never  can  be,  brought  into  market  by  them,  so  as  to 
produce  any  benefit  whatever;  to  the  Slate  they  would 
be  worth  something;  there  is  now  a  bill  pending  in  the 
other  House,  which  has  for  its  object  their  transfer  to  the 
State,  and  if  it  reaches  the  Senate,  which  I  hope  it  soon 
will,  it  is  believed  wt  will  be  able  to  show  the  propriety 
of  passing  it. 

Let  us  now  reflect  a  little  on  8omex)f  the  advantages 
which  will  flow  from  the  passage  of  this  bill.  In  the  first 
place,  we  will  do  that  which  is  an  act  of  justice  to  the  in- 
dividual States.     Several  of  them,  my  own  among  the 
rest,  have  never  received  a  dollar  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, while  others  have  received  large  donations  in 
lands  or  in  money.     In  some  States,  where  they  are  op- 
posed to  internal  improvements  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, no  contributions  have  been  made  for  either  roads 
or  canals,  while  in  others  large  sums  have  been  expend- 
ed.    This  inequality  has  produced  heart-burnings  and 
discontents.     Give  to  each  its  own  proportion  of  this 
fund,  to  do  with  as  it  pleases,  and  this  cause  of  discon- 
tent will  be  removed.     Each  State  is  the  proper  judge 
what  ought  to  be  done  with  its  own  money;  I  am,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  giving  any  direction  as  to  the  objects 
to  which  it  shall  be  applied:  but  I  have  no  doubt,  in 
most  instances,  it  w-ll  be  expended  either  in  internal  im- 
provements  or  in   the  business  of  education.     I  have 
been  one  of  those  who  do  not  believe  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment has  the  power  to  carry  on  a  system  of  internal 
improvemeiits  within  the  States;  and  1  shall  now  thtnk 
it  peculiarly  hard,  when  we  find  a  large  sum  of  money, 
which  we  have  the  power  to  distribute,  if  it  bhould  be 
taken  and  wasted  upon  remote  and  distant  objects,  and 
my  State  receive  nothing.     I  should  consider  myself 
criminally  negligent  if  I  did  not  urge  the  necessity  of 
giving  that  which  I  think  is  justly  our  due.     By  making 
this  distribution,  we  shall  withdraw  from  the  deposiie 
banks  a  large  sum  of  money,  now  locked  up  from  the 
common  and  beneficial  pursuits  of  life,  and  put  in  circu- 
lation, not  in  one  State  or  place  in  particular,  but  in 
every  State  in  the  Union,  so  that  its  beneficial  eflfects 
will  be  felt  by  all.     Now,  if  this  money  is  loaned  by  the 
banks,  it  is  evident  to  my  mind  the  loans  are  not  made 
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to  commercial  men,  accustomed  to  bank  accommodations, 
but  to  companies  engaged  in  speculations  in  our  moat  valu- 
able public  lands;  by  means  oF  tliese  loans,  the  honest 
settler  is  driven  off  from  your  public  sales,  or  is  forced 
to  join  some  company,  for  the  sake  of  enabling  himself 
to  procure,  at  a  fair  price,  the  small  piece  of  land  on 
which  he  has  settled.  Formerly,  we  sjld  the  public  lands 
upon  credit;  while  that  was  the  case,  companies  were 
formed,  and  speculations  carried  to  a  great  extent.  I 
attended  one  of  those  salts,  and  saw  enough  to  satisfy 
me,  Mr.  President,  that  if  you  and  I  could  unite  our  ca- 
pacity for  business,  we  would  not  then  be  able  to  pur- 
chase, at  its  value,  a  section  of  land.  The  speculators 
would  force  us  to  join  them,  or  drive  us  out  of  the  mar- 
ket. They  would  tell  us  the  land  we  desired  to  purchase 
was  worth  ten  dollars  per  acre, 'and  if  we  would  give 
them  the  difference  between  the  sum  we  had  to  give  at 
sale,  and  ten  dollars,  then  we  might  buy,  otherwise  they 
would  run  it  up  to  t^'enty  dollars  per  acre;  and  they 
would  keep  their  word,  if  we  did  not  come  to  terms;  if 
we  did,  then  we  could  bid  off  the  land  at  a  dollar  and  a 
quarter,  which  we  would  pay  to  the  Government,  and 
in  addition  we  would  pay  the  company  eight  and  three 
quarters  dollars  per  acre.  The  Congress  determined  to 
break  up  these  speculations,  by  requiring  cash  payments. 
It  worked  very  well  till  lately.  Within  the  last  year, 
the  land  speculations  are  revived  to  a  fearful  extent.  Now, 
what  is  probably  the  cause?  These  large  sums,  so  long 
on  deposite,  enable  the  banks  to  make  to  these  compa- 
nies large  loans  on  long  credits,  and,  with  the  money 
thus  borrowed,  your  best  lands  are  sacrificed.  This  is 
nothing  but  the  credit  system  revived  in  a  new  shape. 
Formerly,  the  Government  itself  openly  gave  credit; 
now  the  banks  give  the  credit,  but  the  Government  fur- 
nishes the  funds  which  enable  them  to  do  so.  This  is  a 
growing  evil.  It  is  like  rolling  a  snow  ball;  every  turn 
makes  it  larger,  and  if  not  checked,  we  shall  soon  have 
this  matter  carried  to  an  extent  which  will  make  the 
mischief  incurable.  Divide  this  money,  and  we  take 
from  the  banks  the  power  of  making  these  loans,  and 
your  l»nds  will  be  purchased  in  fact,  as  well  as  in  form, 
for  money.  Besides  these  considerations,  we  will  pre- 
vent our  deposite  banks  from  overtrading  to  an  unrea- 
sonable extent.  If  these  speculations  are  to  be  persisted 
in,  a  day  of  reckoning  will  come.  If  a  run  be  made  on  your 
banks,  which  they  cannot  stand,  we  not  only  lose  our 
money  on  deposite,  but,  what  is  infinitely  worse,  we 
bring  upon  the  country  the  evil  of  a  depreciated  curren- 
cy, which  always  falls  most  heavily  upon  those  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss. 

Pass  this  bill,  and  we  not  only  avoid  these  evils,  but 
we  furnish  each  State  with  the  strongest  inducements  to 
aid  your  banks  in  maintaining  a  S'lund  and  wholesome 
currency;  with  their  proper  proportions  of  which,  when 
received,  I  have  no  doubt,  all  will  make  judicious  inter- 
nal improvements,  and  take  care  to  have  the  business  of 
education  suitably  encouraged. 

Iir  Sbvatk,  March  31. 
OHIO  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  Ewiitg'b  reply  to  Mr.  Moheis,  on  presenting  the 
resolutions  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  EWING  said,  my  colleague  expresses  dissatisfac- 
tion that  1  should  notice  the  circumstance  of  his  remarks, 
on  presenting  the  resolutions,  bbing  ¥rritien  out  and  read 
from  a  paper.  I  did  it,  sir,  not  to  convey  the  idea  that 
he  was  unable  to  deliver  his  views  orally,  for,  had  that 
been  the  case,  I  should  not  have  named  it,  but  to  show 
that  I  did  not  pass  by,  unnoticed,  the  deliberate  nature 
of  the  attack  he  has  seen  fit  to  make  on  me  here,  under 
cover  of  the  presentation  of  a  paper,     lie  has  travelled 


out  of  the  question.  He  has  obtruded  upon  this  cham* 
ber  a  vituperative  attack  upon  me*  and  upon  my  friends; 
and  he  has  done  it,  not  in  the  heat  of  debate;  not  in  a 
moment  of  sudden  excitement,  called  forth  by  harsh  col- 
lision here,  but  in  his  own  chamber,  quietly  at  his  own 
table,  he  has  collected  and  collated  all  the  vile  trash  which 
has  filled  the  lowest  party  newspapers  for  the  last  two 
years,  and  dealt  it  out  to  us  here  in  a  labored  and  con- 
densed form. 

My  honorable  colleague  says,  I  cannot  duly  appreciate 
the  feelings  with  which  he  has  performed  this  very  pain- 
ful duty.  He  is,  doubtless,  correct.  I  am  a  stranger, 
and  trust  I  ever  shall  be,  to  feelings  which  would  dictate 
the  performance  of  such  a  duty  in  such  a  manner. 

In  one  thing,  however,  we  entirely  agree.  I  concur 
with  him  in  the  opinion  that  nothing  more  is  necessary 
than  to  bring  the  subject  on  which  we  differ  fully  be- 
fore the  people.  Give  them  light  upon  the  question; 
let  them  understand  what  is  attempted  upon  the  one 
side,  and  repelled  on  the  other,  and  that  their  judgment 
will  be  right.  Surely  it  will;  their  feelings  and  their 
judgment,  too,  will  be  right;  and  their  final  decision  on 
the  question,  as  it  must  again  pass  in  review  before  them, 
will  be  right  also. 

I,  sir,  as  one  of  the  Senators  from  Ohio;  one  of  the 
servants  of  a  great  State  and  a  great  people,  am  required 
by  my  fellow  servants  in  another  department,  to  whom 
that  people  have  delegated  no  power  of  superintendence 
over  me;  I  am  required  by  them  to  do  an  act  which  I 
hold  to  be  a  violation  of  my  official  oath,  and  degrading 
to  me  as  a  Senator  and  as  a  man,  or  to  resign  my  seat. 

Now,  I  have  never  denied  the  right  of  instruction,  a?  in- 
herent in  representative  Governments,  though  its  precise 
limits  1  have  never  had  occasion  to  consider  and  define. 
But,  so  far  as  that  right  does  exist,  it  is  confined  to  the 
constituent,  and  none  but  the  constituent  has  the  right 
to  instruct  the  representative.  Then,  what  I  do  deny  is, 
that  the  Legislature  is  the  constituent,  and  the  only  con- 
stituent, whom  I  represent  here.  The  constitution  of  the 
United  States  forbids  the  conclusion,  and  common  sense 
forbids  it.  The  Senators  represent  the  people  of  the 
Slates,  and  the  Legislatures  are  but  the  electoral  college, 
designated  by  the  constitution  to  select  those  agents  for 
the  people.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  during  the  recess  of 
the  Legislature,  the  Governor  appoints  a  Senator;  and  if 
the  right  of  instruction  be,  as  contended  for,  vested  in 
those  who  appoint,  the  Senator  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor must  obey  his  will,  and  not  the  will  of  the  people. 
I'his  would  be  absurd,  and  no  man  has  been  bold  enough 
to  contend  for  it. 

This  right  of  instruction,  claimed  elsewhere,  is  by 
strong  implication  denied  to  the  Legislature  by  the  con- 
stitution of  Ohio.  No  man  pretends  that  it  is  expressly 
delegated  to  them  by  the  constitution,  and  there  is  a 
general  clause  in  that  instrument  which  provides  that  all 
powers  not  therein  expressly  delegated  shall  belong  to  the 
people.  If,  then,  the  right  of  instruction  be  inherent  in  a 
representative  Government,  that  party  in  the  Legislature 
who  have  attempted  to  instruct  me,  and  who  demand 
my  resignation  as  the  penalty  of  disobedience,  have 
usurped  the  rights  of  the  people.  Those  men  are  not 
my  lawful  sovereign,  and  1  will  not  acknowledge  their 
power. 

1  am  always  glad  to  receive  information  from  my  Le- 
gislature; to  consult  with  them  as  to  the  common  good 
of  those  whom  we  in  common  represent;  to  avail  myself 
of  their  advice;  to  know  from  them  their  own  wishes, 
and,  through  them,  so  far  as  possible,  the  wishes  of  our 
common  constituents.  But  let  no  dominant  party  in  that 
body,  or  elsewhere,  which  thinks  fit  to  be  my  enemy- 
because  I  will  not  be  its  slave,  hope  to  bend  me  from 
my  purpose,  or  drive  me  from  my  post,  by  their  com- 
mands or  their  threats.  .  . 
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In  Ssif atb,  Jahuabt  S8. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

MP.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  unravorably  on  several  memorials  that 
had  been  referred  to  that  committee,  and  moved  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof.  Among  them  was  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri,  asking  a  grant  of  land  for  purposes  of 
internal  improvement;  and  one  from  the  Legislature  of 
Louisiana  of  the  same  purport. 

Mr.  E  ,  in  presenting  the  reports,  said,  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  that,  m  all  canes,  it  was  better  to 
grant  money  than  lands,  and  that  it  was  better  the  United 
States  should  sell  the  lands. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  should  be  glad  to  have  a  writ- 
ten  report  from  the  committee,  on  the  subject  of  some 
of  these  memorials,  especially  the  one  from  Missouri,  for 
a  grant  of  land  for  internal  improvement,  which  the 
committee  had  disposed  of  in  such  a  summary  way.  lie 
objected  to  this  compendious  process  and  wholesale  con- 
demnation, by  which  a  dozen  memorials  were  disposed 
of  at  once,  on  a  mere  motion  to  be  discharged  from  their 
consideration,  and  without  a  word  in  writing.  He  wished 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  the  State  from 
which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  cam<',  (Ohio,)  had 
received  above  a  million  of  acres  of  public  land  for  in- 
ternal improvement,  while  many  of  the  new  Stales  had 
received  not  an  acre.  It  was  not  convenient  to  go  into 
this  subject  this  morning,  Mr.  B.  said,  when  other  busi- 
ness was  pressing;  and  he  would  prefer  that  it  should  be 
laid  over  fur  the  present.  Other  States  besides  Missouri 
were  about  to  be  injured;  and  there  were  other  gentle- 
men who  would  not  sit  still,  and  gee  the  Senate,  by  a  8ub 
sikntio  proceeding,  or  an  ore  ttnun  report,  do  such  wrong 
to  their  States.  He  would  wish  ihe  committee  to  take 
back  their  motion,  or  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  PORTER  hoped  the  course  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Besto?!]  would  be  followed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
adverted  to  the  immense  sums  of  money  expended  by 
the  people  of  Louisiana  in  extending  the  levee,  and  to 
the  benefit  of  those  lands.  An  application  had  been 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  information  rela- 
ting to  this  subject,  and  he  hoped  that,  before  so  decided 
a  disposition  was  made  of  those  applications,  the  commit- 
tee would  wait  until  that  information  was  received. 
These  petitions  were  not  bottomed  upon  the  generosity, 
but  the  interest  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  observed  that  he  felt  no  anxiety 
that  the  question  should  be  taken  on  the  proposition  of 
the  committee  at  that  time.  He  certainly  was  not  dis- 
posed to  get  rid  of  the  papers  that  had  been  referred  to 
them,  otherwise  than  in  a  direct  mode,  and  that  mode 
.  he  bad  supposed  had  been  adopted  by  him.  The  other 
day  he  had  presented  a  detailed  report,  in  which  all 
these  subjects  had  been  fully  discussed  and  examined, 
and  he  would  be  therefore  willing  to  lay  this  report  on 
the  table  till  the  gentleman  had  time  to  look  into  this  re- 
port and  to  decide  whether  the  views  he  had  taken  on  it 
were  sound  or  unsound.  A  bill  of  the  same  nature  of 
these  petitions,  which  had  been  referred  to  the  committee, 
would  have  been  reported  back  on  the  same  day  that  h^ 
made  the  detailed  report,  but  he  did  not  lay  his  hands 
on  it  at  the  time.  In  that  detailed  report  he  had  said 
what  he  now  repeated,  ''  ore  ienu*,"  that  it  was  better  to 
make  grants  of  money  than  of  lands. 

He  was  asked,  why  the  committee  did  not  report  mo- 
ney in  lieu  of  lands ^  Now,  the  gentleman  who  asked 
that  question  had  been  a  member  of  that  body  for  many 
years,  and  knew  very  well  that  it  was  not  customary  for 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  report  money  bills. 


Such  a  report  would  come  more  appropriately  from  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  or  of  Finance.  In  the 
general  bill  he  had  before  referred  to,  there  was  a  grant 
of  this  very  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  the 
State  of  Missouri  asked  for.  Whenever  the  subject  fairly 
came  up,  he  was  disposed  to  present  his  views,  and  those 
of  the  committee,  fully;  and  if  the  Senate  was  not  sat'sfied 
with  them,  they  would  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  its  decis- 
ion. In  the  general  bill  reported  the  other  day,  the  ob- 
ject was  to  place  all  the  new  States  on  the  same  footing; 
but  his  opinion  was,  that  that  bill,  taking  all  circumstances 
into  consideration,  did  Ohio  great  injustice.  As  that 
bill,  however,  was  not  then  under  consideration,  he 
would  not  discuss  it  further.  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
subject  should  be  laid  on  the  table  till  the  report  was 
printed,  and  the  bill  was  brought  up  before  them. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed,  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
wlio  had  just  taken  his  seat,  had  said  that  it  was  not 
regular  for  his  c<immittce  to  report  a  bill  granting  mo- 
ney. Now,  he  (Mr.  B.)  presumed  it  would  be  perfectly 
regular  fur  them  to  recommend  money,  and  also  compe- 
tent for  the  gentleman  himself  to  say  that  he  would  vote 
for  money  in  lieu  of  the  land  asked  for.  The  gentleman 
remarked  that  they  had  decided,  on  principle,  that  it  was 
better  for  the  Government  to  grant  money  than  land, 
and  in  the  same  breath  said  that  the  committee  had  re- 
ported favorably  for  granting  500,000  acres  of  land  to 
the  State  of  Missouri,  in  the  distributive  land  bill.  This 
is  a  pretty  way  to  establish  principle;  a  report  for  it,  and 
a  bill  against  it.  So  much  fur  the  principle  decided  on 
by  the  committee.  But  what  (asked  Mr.  B.)  is  this 
500,000  acres,  that  is  to  be  thus  granted  to  the  State  of 
Missouri^  It  is,  said  he,  the  same  500,1)00  acres  which 
I  proposed  myself  long  before  this  land  oill  was  brought 
in,  which  proposition  received  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate,  having  passed  to  a  third  reading  and 
reached  its  third  stage  before  that  general  land  bill  was 
conceived  of.  In  this  stage  of  its  progress,  this  bill  that 
he  had  brought  in  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  afterwards 
seized  upon  and  taken  away  from  him,  the  father  of  it, 
and  put  into  a  bill  which  afterwards  received  the  veto  of 
the  President.  Nay,  more,  it  was  continued  in  the  same 
bill  of  this  year,  with  the  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  framed  it,  of  the  President's  message  on  the  veto  of 
the  bill,  and  that  he  would,  on  principle,  adhere  to  bia 
objections  given  in  that  message.  Where,  then,  was  the 
friendship  to  Missouri,  which  the  gentleman  boasts  of 
when  he  speaks  of  the  grant  to  be  in  a  bill  the  princi- 
ples of  which  the  President  has  vetoed  and  must  veto 
again?  Was  the  State  of  Missouri  to  be  treated  in  this 
manner?  Were  the  new  States  to  be  treated  in  this  way? 
And  was  he,  a  Senator,  to  be  treated  in  this  way,  to  have 
hisbill,  that  he  had  introduced  session  aAer  session,  taken 
from  him,  and  imbodied  in  another  that  could  never  be- 
come a  law? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  T  mean,  when  this  land  distribution 
bill  comes  up,  to  move  to  have  it  disembowelled,  and  to 
take  my  child  out  of  it.  I  want  it  taken  from  the  guar- 
dianship of  those  who  are  pressing  it  to  death,  and  to  be 
delivered  to  me,  its  own  father.  The  bill  thus  taken 
from  him  had  been  used  against  him  in  his  own  State; 
for  when  he  voted  against  this  distribution  land  bill,  con- 
taining his  own  in  its  stomach,  every  press  in  his  State, 
on  a  certain  side  of  the  political  line,  came  out  a^inst 
him  with  the  declaration  that  he  had  voted  ag^in&t  his 
own  hill;  that  he  (Mr.  Bexton)  had  voted  against  a  grant 
of  500,000  acres  of  land  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  He 
did  not  say  that  such  was  the  design  of  those  who  had 
taken  his  bill  and  put  it  into  another;  but  such  was  the 
use  that  had  been  made  of  what  they  had  done.  The 
attempt  to  make  the  people  of  Missouri  misunderstand 
him  had  failed;  but,  as  respected  the  land,  the  State  liad 
lost  it;  and  he  was  determined  that  the  manner  in  which 
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he  had  been  treated,  and  the  people  of  Missouri  had 
been  treated,  by  taking  this  bill  from  him,  «nd  putting 
it  in  another — that  this  attempt — he  wouid  not  say  at- 
tempt — but  that  this  proceeding,  having  the  effect  to 
make  the  people  of  Missouri  believe  that  there  were 
those  here  who  were  willing  to  grant  her  500,000  acres 
of  land,  while  they  placed  the  grant  in  a  position  which 
would  prevent  the  possibility  of  its  passing,  should  be 
fully  known  and  understood.  He  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
ports, for  the  present,  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOORE  adverted  to  the  position  in  which  he 
stood  in  relation  to  the  principles  involved  in  this  matter, 
as  one  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  He  was  not 
in  his  place  when  the  report  was  made.  But  if  a  bill  was 
reported,  he  hoped  the  child  would  not  be  killed,  and 
that  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Vfr.  Bkxtoh]  would 
have  it  in  his  power,  as  father,  guardian,  or  author,  to 
give  it  all  the  support  and  nutriment  he  wished. 

Mr.  E  WING  said  he  had  been  charged  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  BfiirTOir]  with  inconsistency.  It 
was  not  easy  to  discuss  a  report  not  before  the  Senate. 
The  committee  intended,  in  making  their  report,  to  treat 
the  new  States  alike,  and  to  place  them  all  on  an  equality. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the^ommittee  that  grants  of  lands 
bhould  not  be  made  for  tnfse  particular  purposes.  The 
grant  of  the  ten  per  cent,  was  so  far  a  grant  for  those 
purposes.  The  committee  did  not  know  of  the  veto  of 
the  bill  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  and, 
for  one,  he  could  never  consent,  as  a  member  of  this  body, 
to  be  swerved  from  his  course  by  the  exercise  of  it.  He 
would  not  consefit  to  mould  his  course  to  meet  the  ex- 
ecutive approbation .  He  would  not  be  held  to  act  in 
obedience  to  executive  will.  If  the  motion  prevailed  to 
lay  the  report  on  the  table,  it  would  place  it  in  the  power 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bsitton]  to  take 
such  course  in  reference  to  it  as  he  thought  proper.  He 
had  nothing  to  do  with  his  [Mr.  BixTOir^s]  State,  to 
effect  any  object  here,  or  any  purpose  there,  but  in- 
tended to  act  upon  broad  principles. 

Mr.  BENTON  certainly  had  no  objection  that  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  or  any  other  Senator,  should  go  on 
with  their  business,  either  public  or  private,  without  re- 
garding the  action  of  the  President;  but  he  hoped  now 
that  he  might  be  understood,  and  that  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  him  again  to  repeat  it.  What  he  ob- 
jected to  particularly  was  the  taking  his  bill,  which  had 
received  the  favorable  action  of  the  Senate,  which  had 
precedent  to  sanction  it,  which  had  nothing  extraneous 
in  it,  which  rested  on  its  own  merits,  and  putting  it  in 
another  bill  which  had  received  the  veto  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  which,  taking  intoconsideration  the  President's 
message,  it  must  be  known  would  receive  his  veto  again. 
The  gentleman  said  he  had  no  object  in  acting  on  the 
State  of  Missouri;  but  what  was  the  state  of  things  there 
some  years  ago,  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken  on  this 
distribution  land  bill,  into  which  his  bill  had  been  so 
irregularly  imbodied?  There  was  an  election  pending 
there  for  United  States  Senator,  and  his  vote  on  this  bill 
was  used  against  him  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the 
other.  To  be  sure,  when  the  subject  came  before  the 
General  Assembly,  they  saw  and  fully  understood  the 
circumsunces  under  which  he  acted,  and  appreciated 
the  feelings  which  influenced  him  to  vote  against  a  meas- 
ure to  which  they,  as  well  as  he,  was  opposed  on  prin- 
ciple, though  it  did  propose  to  give  500,000  acres  of  land 
to  the  State  he  represented.  Now,  as  to  the  bill  for  this 
grant  to  Missouri,  which  he  had  introduced  at  the  very 
beginning  of  this  session,  and  which,  though  referred  to 
the  committee  long  before  this  distributive  land  bill, 
came  hmping  in  after  it. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  my  Legislature  has  adopted  that  bill; 
and,  in  asking  for  this  grant  of  500,000  acres,  condemns 
this  general  bill  into  which  the  grant  is  now  putj  and. 
Vol.  XII.— 292 


having  their  approbation,  he  should  again  vote  against' 
this  general  bill  which,  in  his  opinion,  contained  so  much 
to  condemn.  Whatever  was  the  design  of  gentlemen  in 
making  the  grant  in  this  way,  it  was  entirely  delusive 
while  it  was  attached  to  a  measure  whose  fate  It  must 
share.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  those  land 
bills  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  That  committee  had  never,  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Government,  been  constituted  *o  unfavorably 
for  the  new  States  as  now.  How  stood  that  committee.^ 
It  consisted  of  Mr.  Ewlng,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Moore,  of  Ala* 
bama;  Mr.  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky;  Mr.  Prentiss,  of 
Vermont;  and  Mr.  McKean,  of  Pennsylvania;  a  majority 
from  the  old  States.  The  first  time  this  committee  had 
been  so  organized  since  he  had  been  in  the  Senate. 
The  gentleman  from  Alabama  was  the  only  member  on 
it  from  the  new  States;  for  he  considered  Ohio,  in  all  that 
respected  the  public  lands,  as  an  old  State.  She  (Ohio) 
had  received  large  grants  of  land  from  the  Government, 
upwards  of  a  million  of  acres,  while  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  was  from  that  State,  and  was  opposed  to  ma- 
king similar  grants  to  the  new  States,  who  had  received 
nothing.  She  bad  but  little  public  land  remaining  to  be 
sold.  She  was  rich  and  populous,  and  not  at  all  in  the 
condition  with  the  young  States  which  had  received  no 
grants,  or  but  small  grants,  for  internal  improvement, 
and  whose  population  was  thin,  and  resources  weak. 
The  real  new  States  had  but  one  representative  on  the 
committee.  It  was  a  committee  strangely  and  strongly 
organized  against  the  new  States,  and  could  not  ipeak 
and  act  for  them  with  any  knowledge  of  their  feelings 
and  interests.  He  should  not  submit  in  silence  to  the 
summary  and  compendious  mode  in  which  that  commit- 
tee had  undertaken  to  dispose  of  all  the  petitions  and 
memorials  of  the  new  States.  He  would  take  the  proper 
time  to  contest  their  conduct;  to  oppose  all  that  they  had 
done  against  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
against  granting  them  lands  for  internal  improvement,  as 
had  been  granted  to  Ohio  and  some  others;  against  a  de- 
lusive report  for  money,  without  any  bill  to  grant  moneyi 
against  the  land  distribution  bill;  and,  above  all,  he  should 
take  the  proper  time  to  endeavor  to  extract  his  own  bill 
for  500,000  acres  to  Missouri  from  the  stomach  of  the 
monster  which  had  swallowed  it,  and  from  the  guardian- 
ship of  self-constituted  protectors,  who  have  put  it  where 
it  must  die,  and  whose  gratuitous  protection  had  de- 
prived the  Stale  of  the  grant  in  the  bill  for  four  years 
past. 

Mr.  EWING  said  the  Senator  complained  that  this  bill 
had  been  thrust  into  the  land  bill  which  had  been  vetoed. 
This  bill  related  to  the  lands  of  one  State.  The  com- 
mittee had  first  provided  for  lands  generally,  and  then 
attended  to  particular  cases,  which  accounted  for  the  cir- 
cumstance of  this  bill  coming  limping  in  one  day  afler 
the  general  bill. 

Ttie  reports  were  then  laid  on  the  table. 


Housx  or  Reprssshtativks,  June   13. 

jRemarks  which  Mr.  Mason,  of  OhiOf  aliempted  to  make 
(but  was  prevented  by  the  previous  question)  in  the 
Bouse  of  liepresentatives,  on  the  13/A  of  June,  when  the 
biitfor  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  was 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  Speaker:  Before  the  final  vote  is  taken,  I  wish  to 
state  very  briefly,  and  by  way  of  proposition,  rather 
than  eztended  argument,  the  reasons  why  1  cannot  vote 
for  this  bill.  But  let  me  first  declare,  as  1  do  in  all  sin- 
cerity, that  my  opposition  to  the  bill  does  not  proceed 
from  any  feeling  of  hostility  or  unkindness  towards  the 
people  ofMichigan.  Between  them  and  the  citizens  of 
Ohio  commercial  relations  have  long  been  established,  . 
equally  beneficial  to  both  parties.  #lf  i\ 
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founded  in  mutual  interests,  have  been  disturbed  by 
recent  events, -arising  out  of  an  unfortunate  contro- 
versy respecting^  a  claim  to  territorial  jurisdiction,  still 
I  cherish  the  hope  that  this  estrangement  is  but  tem- 
porary, and  that  it  will  speedily  be  succeeded  by  the  res- 
toration of  that  intercourse  which  once  so  happily  sub- 
sisted between  them.  I  would  invoke  both  parties  to 
obliterate  from  their  minds  the  memory  of  all  past  iniu- 
ries  and  cau9«H  c  f  irritation,  and  to  cultivate  in  future  that 
fraternal  spirit  of  forbearance  and  good  will  towards 
each  other  whicli  locul  position  and  other  considerations 
seem  to  inculcate  as  a  duty  of  reciprocal  obligation. 

There  is  one  objection  to  the  adoption  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union,  furnished  by  the  attitude  she  has  as- 
sumed, which  ought  to  postpone  her  application  for  the 
present,  if  all  the  prijiciples  of  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation were  such  as  could  be- sanctioned.  The  people  of 
Michigan,  under  the  influence  of  evil  counsel,  and  with- 
out waiting  for  Congress  to  authorize  them  to  hold  a 
convention  to  form  a  constitution,  preparatory  to  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  proceeded  at  or.ce  to  throw 
oft'  the  Territorial  Government,  and  subvert  the  laws  and 
the  authorities  of  the  United  States.  Michigan  has 
done  more  than  this:  she  has,  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  erected  an  independent  Government  within 
such  jierritorial  limits  as  she  has  seen  proper  to  prescribe 
for  herself,  and  haa  assumed  the  exercise  of  powers  that 
belong  only  to  sovereign  States. 

in  have  not  greatly  misunderstood  her  position,  it  is 
one  of  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  en- 
acted for  the  government  of  that  Territory.  True,  it  has 
been  urged,  as  an  apology  for  this  conduct,  that  Michigan 
has  a  right  to  admission  into  the  Union  *'  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  what- 
ever{"  and  that  she  derives  this  right  from  the  terms  of 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  ••  for  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio." 
Suppose  the  right  claimed  be  conceded,  still  it  is  a  right 
/estricted  not  only  by  the  conditions  specified  in  the  in- 
strument from  which  it  is  derived,  but  by  the  power 
vested  in  Congress  to  prescribe  boundaries  to  a  Territory 
to  be  erected  into  a  State,  and  by  the  further  power  to 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  it  may  become  a  member 
of  the  family  of  American  States. 

Besides,  this  right,  whatever  may  be  its  practicul  ex- 
tent, was  not,  in  its  creation,  secured  to  Michigan  alone; 
but  it  belonged  equally,  and  In  common,  to  all  of  the 
States  that  have  been  formed  out  of  the  Territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio. 

Yet,  those  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union  under 
acts  of  Congress  authorizing  them  **  to  form  a  permanent 
constitution  and  State  Government."  It  never  occurred 
to  their  sagacity  that  they  could  rightfully  emancipate 
themselves  from  their  condition  of  pupilage,  and  as- 
sume, without  the'consent  of  their  guardian,  the  mien  and 
port  of  manhood.  It  certainly  could  not  derogate  from 
the  dignity  of  Michigan,  nor  abridge  any  of  her  rights, 
to  be  required  to  enter  into  the  confederacy  in  the  same 
way  and  on  the  same  conditions  that  the  other  States 
were  compelled  to  observe  when  they  applied  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union. 

This  attempt  to  force  herself  into  the  family,  unbidden, 
Is  more  deserving  of  rebuke  than  encouragement.  And 
although  every  appearance  of  mere  etiquette  should  be 
scrupulously  rejected  from  the  solemnities  of  investing  a 
Territory  with  the  attributes  and  capacities  of  a  State, 
and  all  puerile  forms  excluded  from  the  ceremony  of 
adopting  her  into  the  Union,  yet  precedents  established 
in  the  better  days  of  the  republic  ought  not  to  be  disre- 
garded for  slight  and  insufficient  causes.  Great  and 
striking  irregularities  should  not,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing a  mere  sinister  and  temporary  object,  beover- 
ooked,  in  a  proceeding  of  such  paramount  concernment. 


No  purpose,  however  patriotic,  should  be  permitted  to 
seduce  Congress  to  connive  at  irregularities  that  may 
hereafter  be  seized  on  as  precedents  tajustify  still  more 
daring  innovations. 

But,  in  addition  to  the  objections  I  have  urged  against 
the  artmission  of  Michigfan,  arising  out  of  her  own  con- 
duct, there  are  others,  foundt-d  on  certain  provisions  in- 
corporated into  the  bill  under  consideration,  that  deserve 
to  be  noticed.  In  the  third  section  will  be  found  the  fol- 
lowing very  novel  and  most  extraordinary  provision: 

"And  the  Senators  and  Representatives,  who  have 
been  elected  by  the  said  State,  as  its  representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to 
take  their  seats  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, respectively,  without  further  delay." 

It  would  be  a  task  of  no  common  difficulty  to  recon- 
cile this  provision  of  the  bill  with  the  5th  section,  article 
1st,  of  the  constitution,  which  declares  that  "each  House 
shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifi- 
cations, of  its  own  members." 

As  each  House  is,  by  the  constitution,  made  the  sole 
judge  of  the  elections,  return*,  and  qualifications,  of  its 
members,  the  question  presents  itself,  can  both  Houses 
jointly  participate  in  a  right  jjhich  is  thus  expressly  se- 
cured to  one?  It  may  be  aiffwered  that,  if  one  of  the 
Houses  choose  to  share  with  the  other  the  powers  and 
privileges  that  belong  exclusively  to  itself,  no  wrong  is 
done  to  either,  and  no  injury  inflicted  on  any  public  in- 
terest. Suppose  the  fact  asserted  by  this  answer  be  ad- 
mitted, the  question  still  recurs,  in  all  its  unmitigated  force, 
namely,  whence  does  the  Iloufie  of  Representatives  ob- 
tain its  power  of  adjudication  in  a  matter  which  every 
one  knows  and  admits  is  within  the  exclusive  cognizance 
of  another  tribunal  ? 

Congress  can  exercise  no  power  not  conferred  by  the 
constitution;  and  no  one  can  be  found  willing  to  assert 
that  consent  gives  jurisdiction.  If  the  two  Houses  can 
act  jointly  in  a  matter  where  separate  action  is  prescri- 
bed by  the  constitution,  so  may  they,  by  consent,  act 
separately  in  cases  demanding  their  joint  action.  The 
power  of  legislation  is  not  more  clearly  a  joint  power,  vest- 
ed in  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  the  President,  than 
the  power  to  adjourn  from  day  to  day;  and  to  judge  of 
the  elections,  &c.  of  members  is  a  separate  power,  to  be 
exercised  by  each  House,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other. 
What  right  has  this  House,  in  its  legislative  or  other  ca- 
pacity, to  say  that  certain  individuals  have  been  elected 
Senators  by  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  that  they  shall  be 
entitled  to  take  their  seats  In  the  Senate  without  further 
delay?  And  what  right  has  the  Senate  to  interfere,  as 
it  has  done,  and  declare  that  the  '*  Representative  elected 
by  the  said  State  shall  be  entitled  to  take  his  seat  iu  the 
House  of  Representatives  without  further  delay?"  Noth- 
ing can  be  plainer  than  that  each  House  is  constitution- 
ally incompetent  to  say,  by  a  solemn  legislative  act,  that 
A  B  has  been  elected,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  take  his 
seat  in  the  other.  And  yet  this  is  precisely  what  the  Sen- 
ate has  said  in  regard  to  a  person  who,  it  is  rumored,  has 
been  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan  as  their  Repre- 
sentative in  this  House;  and,  also,  what  we  are  called  on 
to  pay  respecting  two  gentlemen  who  it  is  reported  have 
been  elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  Senators  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  This  we  are  gravely 
asked  to  do,  although  their  credentials  have  never  been 
presented  to  this  House,  and  although  we  are  wholly  in 
the  dark  as  to  the  matter  of  fact,  as  we  are  clearly  in  the 
wrong  as  to  the  principle  involved  in  this  proceeding. 

But,  further,  this  bill,  before  it  can  become  a  law, 
must  receive  the  sanction  of  the  President. 

This  will  be  to  put  it  in  the /power  of  the  Executive 
to  say  who  shall  and  who  shall  not  be  Senators  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Think 
you  his  decision  will  not  be  tainted  wiUiDohtical  cons  id 
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erations?  But  what  part  of  the  constitution  is  it  that  has 
confided  to  the  Executive  this  tremendous  power  of  su- 
pervising^ the  '*  elections,  returns,  and  qualifications,'*  of 
the  members  of  Conmss?  Yield  to  the  Executive  his 
claim  to  interpret  and  execute  the  laws  as  be  understands 
them,  and  then  add  to  his  powers,  already  increased  to  a 
dan^rous  extent  by  encroacliments  on  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  the  one  proposed  to  be  con- 
ceded by  this  bill,  involving  the  nght  to  decide  who  shall 
and  who  shall  not  be  members  of  Congress,  and  you  will 
have  concentrated  all  power  in  the  hands  of  one  person, 
and  completed  the  definition  of  a  perfect  despotism. 

If  the  provision  to  which  I  have  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  should  prove  to  be  a  mere  nullity,  its  ineffica- 
cy  will  not  result  from  its  intrinsic  harmlessness,  as  some 
have  been  willing  to  believe,  but  from  the  fact  that  it  is 
repugnant  to  the  constitution.  I  am  quite  persuaded  that 
the  provision  will  be  wholly  inoperative,  yet  we  cannot 
shield  ourselves  from  the  reproach  of  unconstitutional 
legislation,  by  alleging  the  invalidity  of  our  own  acts. 

I  shall  stop  but  a  moment  to  discuss  that  proposition 
in  the  4th  section,  which  provides  **  that  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands,  and  the  interests  which  may  be  given 
to  the  said  Slate  therein,  shall  be  regulated  by  future  ac- 
tion between  Congres",  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  State,  or  the  authorities  thereof."  If  this 
provision  is  not  enigmatical,  but  conveys  the  meaning 
which  Its  language  fairly  imports,  it  introduces  a  new 
and  mischievous  principle  into  our  Jand  system.  What 
is  really  intended  by  the  expression^  "the  subject  of  the 
public  lands  shall  be  regulated,"  &c.  Is  very  difficult  to 
comprehend; and,  after  considerable  inquiry,  I  have  found 
no  one  who  pretends  to  understand  it.  It  is  said  that  the 
authors  of  the  measure  intend,  what,  indeed,  their  lan- 
guage obviously  imports,  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan 
to  participate  with  Congress  in  the  business  of  legislating 
relative  to  the  public  domain.  If  this  is  the  kind  of  *'  fu- 
ture action"  in  contemplation,  it  amounts  to  a  surrender 
of  the  rights  of  the  Union  to  the  people  of  Michigan;  for 
if  she  is  to  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy  without  those 
guarantees  that  have  been  exacted  from  all  of  the  other 
new  States,  for  the  safety  of  the  public  lands,  you  will 
never  obtain  the  security  afterwards.  All  just  concep- 
tions of  the  right  to  contract  imply  equality  between  the 
contracting  parties.  Michigan  will  demand  an  equivalent, 
a  q\ud  pro  quo,  for  the  concession  of  the  right,  improvi- 
dently  granted  to  her  by  this  bill,  to  interpose  her  au- 
thority in  your  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
lands.  She  will  make  you  pay  dearly  for  it,  unless  she 
is  governed  by  more  generous  maxims  than  usually  influ- 
ence the  conduct  of  communities.  All  attempts  to  amend 
the  bill  have  been  promptly  resisted  and  put  down  by 
the  majority,  not  so  much  because  amendments  are  not 
necessar}',  as  from  a  determination  to  pass  it  in  the  pre- 
cise form  it  came  from  the  Senate,  so  as  to  avoid  the  haz- 
ard, feigned  or  real,  of  returning  it  to  that  body.  I  am, 
therefore,  compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

House  of  Rxpresentatives,  January  23. 

Jiemarka  of  Mr.  McCartt,  of  Indiana,  on  his  rtsoluiion 
rehiing  to  the  pubHe  lands, 
Mr  McCARTY,  in  substance,  said,  from  what  has  fall- 
en  from  gentlemen  on  my  left,  it  may  be  expected  that 
I  should  say  something  in  defence  of  the  proposition  I 
am  charged  with  presenting  for  the  consideration  of  this 
House,  and  which  has  produced  this  unexpected  discus- 
sion. Gentlemen  greatly  misapprehend  the  purport  of 
the  proposition,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  information 
it  professes  to  obtain,  or  they  would  not  manifest  so 
much  alarm  on  account  of  the  great  expense  of  printing 
the  connmunications  this  call  will  produce.  One  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Plummer]  tells  the  House  it  will  cost  19,000 


dollars;  another  gentleman  [Mr.  Btvum]  says  from  15 
to  20,000  dollars.  Now,  with  due  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  these  gentlemen,  I  must  be  permitted  to  dif« 
fer  with  them  on  this  subject.  I  am  convinced  that  the 
expense  of  printing  is  much  exaggerated;  but  suppose 
it  should  cost  as  much  as  they  imagine,  will  that  be  a 
sufficient  reason  for  rejecting  the  resolution?  If  the. 
rumors  which  are  abroad  be  true,  (hat  frauds  have  been 
perpetrated  by  public  functionaries  in  the  pay  of  the 
Government,  will  this  House,  on  the  ground  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  few  doilars,  refuse  to  bring  these  frauds 
to  light,  and  to  expose  the  names  of  their  perpetrators  f 
If  gentlemen  suppose  this,  I  think  they  mistake  the  tem- 
per and  composition  of  this  House.  But,  sir,  said  Mr. 
McC,  those  who  oppose  this  resolution  have  travelled 
out  of  the  record.  There  is  no  proposition  for  printing 
before  the  House;  that  question  will  be  a  subject  for 
consideration  when  the  information  called  for  shall  have 
been  received.  Sir,  allusions  have  been  made  to  the 
motives  which  produced  this  resolution*  One  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Alabama  [Mr.  McKihlet]  supposes  this 
call  is  merely  to  gratify  my  curiosity.  1  confess,  Mr. 
Speaker,  said  Mr.  McC,  that  I  am  somewhat  anxious  to 
see  the  information  and  correspondence  which  (  think 
this  call  will  bring  to  light;  and  my  curiosity  has  been 
heightened  by  the  discussion  of  this  question.  I  am  re- 
minded by  another  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Mar- 
Dis]  that  I  might  obtain,  in  another  way,  the  information 
called  for  in  the  resolution,  if  my  motive  be  to  ferret  out 
fraud.  Gentlemen  have  been  kind  enough  to  point  out 
the  course  I  ought  to  pursue,  in  order  to  obtain  the  de- 
sired information;  but,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  men  seldom  act 
without  a  motive,  and  although  I  deny  the  right  of  gen- 
tlemen to  question  mine,  yet  I  will  state  to  this  House 
the  only  motive  which  influenced  me.  It  arises,  sir,  said 
Mr.  McC,  in  discharge  of  a  solemn  duty  1  owe  to  the 
country,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  American 
people,  with  a  view  to  bring  before  the  public  informa- 
tion which  I  consider  important  to  their  interests.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  McC.,  should  the  information  I  seek  point  to 
highly  reprehensible  conduct  in  ofiicers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  not  the  perpetration  of  gross  fraud,  the  fault  is 
not  mine.  I  introduced  the  resolution  not  without  due 
consideration  of  its  importance,  In  doing  so  1  have  pur- 
sued the  course  which  my  duty  and  judgment  pointed 
out;  and  I  will  not  permit  gentlemen  to  dictate  the  mode 
by  which  I  am  to  discharge  my  duty. 

[Here  Mr.  Mardis  disclaimed  having  any  such  inten- 
tion.] 

Mr.  McCartt  proceeded.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Mardis]  has  relieved  me  from|[the 
inference  hts  remarks  had  forced  upon  me. 

The  member  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Lare]  objects  to  the 
resolution  because  it  does  not  locate  the  place  in  which 
and  name  the  persons  by  whom  frauds  had  been  commit- 
ted;  and,  further,  that  the  resolution  can  accomplish  no 
object;  that  if  frauds  have  been  committed,  the  perpe- 
trator would  not  be  weak  enough  to  place  the  evidence 
on  the  files  of  the  Department.  The  first  objection 
needs  no  reply;  but  the  second,  I  will  say  that  I  had 
supposed  the  gentleman's  [Mr.  Lake's]  experience  as  a 
lawyer,  in  reference  to  frauds,  would  have  satisfied  him 
of  the  error,  and  that  the  most  cunning  are  sometime! 
catigtit.  Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  should  turn  out,  upon 
examination  of  these  papers,  that  oflicers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  whom  the  President  had  confided  the  trust  of 
communicating  the  truth  on  the  subject  of  Indian  trans- 
fers to  him,  have  refused  to  certify  sales  to  citizens  fair- 
ly and  justly  made  for  a  valuable  consideration,  because 
they  were  not  the  friends  and  subservient  creatures  of 
such  oflicers,  and  that  these  oflicers  afterwards  certiiy« 
for  fav(#rite8,  sales  made  fur  the  same  or  a  less  consider- 
ation! And  suppose  it  should  turn  out  that  transfert 
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hare  been  made  and  certified  to  by  an  agent  for  a  sum 
▼ery  ftr  below  the  value  of  the  lands  transferred,  and 
the  agent  should  have  a  conveysnce  from  the  grantee  to 
himself  at  the  same  time,  would  not  an  exhibition  of  such 
facts  with  the  dates,  lead  the  administration  and  the 
public  to  the  detection  of  abuses  which  it  is  their  interest 
and  their  duty  to  correct^ 

One  word  more,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I  have  done  with 
this  subject  for  the  present.  The  introduction  of  this 
resolution  has  been  attempted  to  be  construed  into  an 
implication  of  or  hostility  to  the  Executive  and  the  head 
of  the  War  Department.  Sir,  said  Mr.  McC.,  such 
inferences  are  unjustified.  No  such  motive  operated 
on  my  mind,  or  ever  entered  my  bosom.  No  man,  Mr. 
Speaker,  upon  this  floor  entertains  a  higher  opinion  of 
the  integrity  and  purity  of  purpose  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate and  the  gentleman  now  at  the  bead  of  the  War 
Department  than  I  do,  and  I  trust  my  conduct  towards 
these  gentlemen  for  the  last  ten  years  will  be  suflncient 
to  shield  roe  from  any  such  unmerited  imputation.  No, 
sir,  my  object  is  to  undeceive  these  men  and  the  nation, 
by  exposing  the  deception  of  black  and  hollow-hearted 
pretended  friends,  who  have  wound  themselves  into  the 
confidence  of  those  at  the  head  of  the  Government  by 
the  most  consummate  duplicity— those  men  who  are  in- 
fluenced by  no  principle  but  self-interest.  Do  g^entle- 
men  think  the  heads  of  the  Departments  named  in  the 
resolution  desire  any  concealment  in  reference  to  the 
matters  embraced  in  this  resolution?  If  they  do,  per- 
mit me  to  sky  they  do  these  gentlemen  great  injustice. 
No,  sir,  if  the  distinguished  individual  who  now  fills  the 
executive  chair  could  be  satisfied  that  fraud  or  decep- 
tion had  been  practised  by  those  cnp^aged  in  the  public 
service,  there  is  no  man  in  this  nation  but  believes  he 
would  instantly  remove  him;  and  I  am  astcmished,  said 
Mr.  McC.f  to  see  opposition  to  this  resolution  come 
from  the  quarter  it  docs.  Do  gentlemen  wish  to  shield 
oflTenders?  do  they  wish  to  veil  and  cover  the  corrupt 
acts  of  public  functionaries.  If  they  do  not,  then  give 
us  the  information — let  the  light  shine,  that  the  country 
may  see  what  has  been  doing.  I  have,  sir,  said  Mr. 
McC,  devoted  half  my  life  to  the  publ-c  service,  and  I 
have  never  desired  any  concealment,  nor  do  I  think  I 
have  a  constituent  in  the  district  which  sent  me  here 
who  does.  If,  however,  there  should  be  any,  my  aid 
cannot  be  obtained  to  that  end;  the  official  acts  of  pub- 
lic men  should  never  be  kept  from  the  scrutiny  of  the 
people.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  reference  of  the 
•object  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  proposed 
by  the  motion  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Lovi.] 

HousK  or  Reprssshtatives,  Apbil  12. 
Rtmarka  of  Mr.  Bbli,  upon  the  iale  miasion  to  Ohio  and 

Miehfgan,  imtituted  upon  the  aok  authority  of  the  Prai- 

dent. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  did  not  wish,  in  noticing  at  this 
time  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Mason]  upon  the  subject  of  the  recent  appointment  of 
two  commissionero  or  public  ministers  to  Ohio  and  Michi- 
gan, to  which  he  had  invited  his  attention  on  yesterday, 
to  delay  unnecessarily  the  bill  under  consideration.  I 
bave  BS  much  regard,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  any  one,  I  hope, 
for  the  real  interest  of  the  country.  I  must  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  I  will  not  be  deterred  from  doing  what 
I  believe  to  be  my  duty,  by  the  taunts  and  jeers  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  which  we  have  constantly  thrown 
out  upon  this  floor  against  the  course  of  those  who  have 
thought  proper  to  take  advantage  of  the  appropriation 
bills  to  speak  freely  of  the  general  course  and  condition 
of  our  public  affairs.  Gentlemen  appear  to  have  a  great 
repugnance  to  what  they  call  political  speeches,  when 
the  business  of  appropriating  money  is  delayed  by  them. 


We  have  every  day,  of  late,  an  ardent  expression  of 
hope  that  no  more  such  speeches  will  be  made*  I  do 
not  doubt  the  sincerity  of  these  gentlemen;  but,  sir, 
until  some  better  opportunity  shall  be  presented,  1  shall 
continue,  as  long  as  these  bills  are  under  consideration, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  of  the"  country, 
to  every  case  of  irregularity  or  abuse — to  every  question 
connected  with  the  policy,  the  principles,  and  practices, 
of  the  party  in  power,  which  I  think  calls  for  investiga- 
tion. It  is  my  privilege,  it  is  my  duty,  to  do  so;  and  no 
means,  however  unpleasant,  which  may  be  resorted  to 
to  stop  the  further  discussion  of  such  subjects  in  this  House, 
shall  prevent  me  from  pursuing  the  course  I  bave  set 
out  upon,  in  this  respect.  Gentlemen  seem,  from  the 
tenor  of  their  remarks  and  conduct,  to  suppose  there  is 
some  violation  of  rules  of  order  or  propriety  in  this 
course.  I  can  only  say  to  those  who  entertain  those 
opinions,  that  they  are  either  ignorant  of  my  privileges 
as  well  as  their  own,  or  they  are  ignorant  of  our  duties 
here.  It  is  the  true  parliamentary  practice.  It  is  a 
privilege  secured,  by  the  usage  of  this  body,  and  never 
denied  until  now.  It  is  the  usage  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain — a  Government  less  free  than 
ours — to  discuss  every  question  connected  with  the  prin- 
ciples and  conduct  of  those  who  have  the  direction  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  whenever  bills  appropriating  the  public  money 
for  the  support  of  Government  are  under  consideration. 
But,  sir,  1  have  a  better  reason  for  exercising  this 
privilege  upon  the  present,  and  any  other  appropriation 
bill.  It  is  that,  by  t&e  practice  of  this  Ilouse^  or  rather 
by  the  policy  of  the  majority  of  the  House,  no  other  op- 
portunity for  the  discussion  of  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  the  Government  is  permitted  to  those  who  do 
not  approve  them?  How  is  it,  1  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  explain  how  it  is,  that  no  discussion  is 
allowed  in  the  House,  of  this  nature,  but  upon  the  ap- 
propriation bills?  For  the  first  time,  sir,  in  the  history 
of  this  Government,  no  member  of  this  House  has  had 
the  privilege  of  presenting  a  resolution  upon  any  subject 
whatever,  without  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the 
House  first  had  and  obtained}  unless  he  would  agree  Xo* 
waive  all  debate  and  discussion!  We  have  now  been  in 
session  four  months^  and  although  I  have  had  resolu- 
tions lying  in  my  desk  since  the  first  week  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  I  proposed  to  ofller,  with  a  view  of  getting 
an  expression  of  the  sense  of  this  House  upon  various 
questions  suggested  by  the  practices  of  the  Government, 
and  which  I  consider  destructive  of  every  sound  princi- 
ple; yet,  sir,  I  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  presenting 
any  one  of  these,  except  upon  the  humiliating  terofis  I 
have  already  mentioned.  When  were  such  shackles 
before  imposed  upon  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
members  of  this  House?  It  is  indeed  a  new  era.  It 
should  be  remembered,  that  these  privileges  are  not  per- 
sonal; they  are  not  for  our  use  and  advantsge;  they  are 
the  privileges  of  the  public— of  the  people.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  the  public  interest  and  the  public  liberty  that 
they  should  be  enjoyed  by  the  members.  I  ask  again, 
how  it  hatf  happened  that  the  usual  righu  and  privileges 
have  not  been  allowed  at  the  present  session?  Why 
have  not  the  States  been  called  over,  according  to  the 
standing  rule  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  ofTering 
and  discusHing  resolutions?  Until  the  majority  of  this 
House  shall  restore  the  ancient  practice — until  they 
bhall  concede  the  former  privileges  of  members  in  the 
minority,  they  must  expect  that  the  appropriation  bills 
will  be  made  the  occasion  of  much  general  discussion. 
If  we  cannot  compel  the  msjority  to  vote  upon  ques- 
tions which  decide  any  important  principle,  we  shall,  at 
least,  have  the  poor  privilege  allowed  us  of  declaring 
our  individual  sentiments,  and  of  appealing  to  the  peo- 
ple to  watch  the  courae  of  public  aflTaira,  and  to  take 
care  of  their  rigbts. 
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Upon  the  question  which  I  suggested  on  yesterday,  and 
upon  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Masoh] 
has  just  addressed  the  committee,  1  do  not  intend  to  en- 
ter into  any  ehborate  argument.  I  thought  the  subject 
fairly  presented  by  the  motion  to  reduce  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  State  Department;  for  it  is  out  of  this  fund 
that  the  late  ministers  to  Ohio  and  Michigan  were  paid. 
It  is  the  fund  out  of  which  most  of  the  unlawful  and  im- 
proper allowances  known  in  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  paid.  I  stated  on  yesterday  that  1  knew  of  no 
authority,  either  of  law  or  under  the  constitution,  to 
justify  the  appointment  of  the  commissioners  sent  by  the 
Executive  to  negotiate  with  the  Governors  or  other 
authorities  of  Ohio  and  Michigan  last  summer,  and  1 
requested  that  some  gentleman  who  was  better  informed 
than  I  was  would  give  the  committee  some  information 
upon  that  point.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Masom]  has  very  frankly  given  us  his  views  upon  the 
subject,  and  also  referred  us  to  the  report  made  to  us 
by  the  President  at  the  first  of  the  session  upon  this  sub-' 
ject.  If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  rested  the 
defence  of  these  appointments  upon  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  or  the  extraordinary  emergency  presented  by  the 
belligerant  dispositions  of  the  parties  to  be  conciliated,  1 
would  not  have  felt  disposed  to  press  this  subject  any 
farther  at  present;  but  the  gentleman  has  gone  much 
farther.  He  maintains  the  authority  of  the  President  to 
make  such  appointments,  and  defends  it  upon  various 
grounds  besides  that  of  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the 
case,  and  the  great  public  interest  involved  in  prevent- 
ing bloodshed  between  the  inhabitants  of  two  neighboring 
States  or  Territories  of  this  Union. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  numerous  precedents  of  similar 
appointments  under  other  administrations.  1  deny  that 
there  is  a  single  precedent  can  be  pointed  out  to  justify 
the  institution  of  the  late  mission  to  Ohio  and  Michigan. 
It  is  not  like  the  case  of  the  secret  agent  appointed  by 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  watch  the  movements  of  Burr — nor  is 
it  similar  to  any  one  of  the  cases  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  The  mission  to  Ohio  and  Micbi- 
fan  was  a  public  one.  It  was  announced  in  the  official 
journals.  All  the  eiFect  of  a  public  embassy  was  given 
to  it.  But,  sir,  I  deny  the  authority  of  this  appoint.ment 
upon  the  grounds  of  necessity,  in  any  view  which  can 
be  taken  of  the  subject.  The  Government  is  provided 
with  regular  organs  of  communication  with  the  Govern- 
ors of  States  and  Territories.  The  President  has  a 
right  to  control  the  action  of  the  officers  of  the  Territo- 
ries. If  they  prove  faithless  to  their  trust,  he  has  the 
power  to  remove  them,  and  send  competent  and  faithful 
officers  in  their  place.  There  were  the  attorney  and 
marshal  of  the  Territory,  besides  the  Governor,  who 
were  under  the  control  of  this  Government,  and  who 
were  the  proper  persons  to  be  communicated  with. 
However  alarming  and  perilous  to  the  peace  of  the 
country  the  state  of  things  was  recently  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  it  could  scarcely  exceed — 
nay,  sir,  it  did  not  by  any  means  present — the  imposing 
and  perilous  aspect  which  the  quarrel  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  the  State  of  South  Carolina  wore  a  few 
years  ago.  In  that  case,  the  conflict  was  between  the 
Federal  Government  and  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
The  results  threatened  by  the  collision  with  South  Caro- 
lina were  of  fiir  greater  interest,  and  the  Union  itself 
was  shaken  by  the  conflict.  So  far  had  that  quarrel 
proceeded,  that  Congress  actually  authorised  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  the  army  and  navy  in  enforcing  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  in  South  Carolina.  Well,  sir,  did  we 
hear  any  thing  about  a  mission^  Were  minibters  appoint- 
ed to  proceed  to  South  Carolina  in  that  case.'  The 
commissioners  appointed  to  negotiate  with  Michigan  and 
Ohio  were  not  private  agents — they  were  in  every  sense 
the  ministers  and  representatives  of  this  Govtrnment, 


except  that  they  had  not  the  authority  either  of  the  law 
or  constitjiition  for  the  appointment.  They  had  their 
regular  instructions — they  received  a  salary  or  allowance 
out  of  the  Treasury. 

The  gentlenuin  from  Virginia  defended  this  appoint- 
ment upon  the  ground  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President, 
under  the  constitution,  to  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed.  This  is  the  most  extraordinary  doctrine  of 
all.     It  is  in  fact  giving  up  every  thing. 

If  this  be  the  true  doctrine,  there  can  be  no  limitation 
upon  the  powers  of  the  President.  If  because  it  is  his 
duty  to  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed  he  may 
appoint  as  many  officers  or  agents  as  he  pleases  or  thinks 
necessary,  and  that  too  without  the  advice  or  consent  of 
the  Senate,  where  is  the  limitation  upon  the  powers  of 
the  Executive?  Sir,  could  you,  [Mr.  Pattow,]  as  a  Vir- 
ginian, sit  in  your  seat  upon  this  floor,  in  silence,  and 
hear  such  monbtrous  doctrines  maintained,  without  rising 
in  your  place  and  repudiating  them  as  totally  inconsist- 
ent with  every  sound  principle  of  construction  applicable 
to  the  constitution?  1  deny  that  the  President,  in  virtue 
of  this  clause  of  the  constitutitin,  can  appoint  any  one 
officer  or  agent  whatever,  either  with  or  without  the 
consent  of  the  Senate. 

But  1  go  still  fartlier.  I  deny  that  the  President  has 
any  right  whatever,  under  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
which  makes  it  his  duty  to  see  that  the  laws  be  fiiithfuHy 
executed,  to  employ  any  other  means,  any  other  instru- 
ments or  agents,  than  such  as  are  prescribed  by  law  in 
the  execution  of  this  part  of  his  duty.  He  has  no  dis- 
cretion or  election  in  the  use  of  means,  other  than  the 
law  allows.  It  would  be  a  most  alarming  and  dangerous 
doctrine  to  say  that  the  President  can  appoint  what  offi- 
cer, and  as  many  of  them  as  he  pleases,  to  aid  him  in 
executing  the  laws.  Such  a  doctrine  would  remove 
every  restriction  upon  executive  power  contained  in  the 
constitution.  The  President,  under  pretext  of  executing 
the  laws,  could  fill  the  country  with  officers  of  his  sp- 
pointment,  who  would  have  no  other  guide  fur  their 
conduct  but  his  instructions. 

The  case  of  a  late  mission  to  Alabama  has  been  re- 
ferred to  as  a  precedent  for  the  more  recent  exercise  of 
a  similar  power.  That  is  one  of  the  cases  which  I  men- 
tioned on  yesterday,  and  which  I  said  required  explana- 
tion, as  well  as  the  mission  to  Michigan.  The  attorney 
of  the  United  Slates  for  this  District  appears  to  have  re- 
ceived upwards  of  three  thousand  dollars,  in  the  fall  of 
1834,  for  his  services  in  proceeding  to  Alabama  as  the 
representative  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  order  to 
conciliate  that  sovereignty,  and  to  prevent  a  collision 
which  was  likely  to  grow  out  of  a  conflict  of  jurisdiction 
between  the  State  and  Fed^al  courts.  The  question,  I 
believe,  grew  out  of  some  crime  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  within  the  boundary  of  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  complain  of  the  amount  of 
money  paid  in  this  case,  nor  in  any  other.  The  money 
expended  in  both  these  cases  is  of  but  little  consequence. 
It  IS  the  precedent  of  which  I  complain.  Where  is  this 
thin|f  to  end?  What  limitation  is  there  upon  such  pre- 
tensions in  the  executive  branch  of  the  Government.  I 
know  of  none,  sir,  if  these  appointments  be  well  found- 
ed. But,  sir,  they  are  not.  1  repeat  that  they  were 
made  without  authority,  and  it  becomes  our  duty  to  say 
so. 

I  desire  to  say  that  I  impute  no  bad  or  unworthy  pur- 
pose to  the  Government  in  making  these  appointments, 
nor  do  I  find  fault  with  the  motives  or  conduct  of  the 
eentlemen  appointed.  They  have  done  some  service, 
for  any  thing  I  know;  but  1  care  not  what  they  did.  I 
say  they  were  appointed  without  suflicient  authority. 

IIousv  OF  Reprisxhtatives,  Deckxber  17. 
A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Johnsoit,  of  Kentucky, 
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for  fiupplyihgf  the  heads  of  Departments  and  bureaus, 
and  other  officers  of  the  Government,  with  copies  of  the 
public  documents,  printed  by  order  of  Congress,  coming 
up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  WISE  said  that  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  this 
resolution,  on  the  score  of  economyt  but,  in  another  and 
much  more  important  point  ot  view,  such  a  resolution 
was  actually  abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  our  Gorern- 
ment,  and  to  the  independence  of  the  legislation  of  this 
House.  Sir,  instead  of  being  what  we  are  by  the  con- 
stilotion,  an  independent  branch  of  the  national  Legisla- 
ture, this  resolution  would  resolve  us  into  a  mere  com- 
mittee, to  report  proceeding^  of  the  legislative  depart- 
ment to  the  Executive!  Gentlemen  may  not  intend  such 
an  effect,  but  this  resolution  does,  in  semblance  and  in 
substance,  recognise  a  responsibility  on  the  part  of  this 
House  to  the  Executive  for  its  legislative  acts  and  pro- 
ceedingft.  Whkt,  sir!  has  it  come  to  this,  that  we  shall 
daily  carry  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  a  report  of  our  pro- 
ceedings in  order  to  show — not  to  the  President,  but  to 
bis  very  underlings — "thus  far  have  we  gone,"  in  order 
that  they  may  say,  **  thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no 
farther!"  The  executive  department,  sir,  intermeddles 
already  too  much  with  the  performance  of  our  legisla- 
tive duties  and  functions,  and  1  do  solemnly  protest 
against  resolving  upon  this  written  invitation  to  superin- 
tend and  interfere  with  our  action  here,  more  than  it  has 
already  done.  1  wish  to  preaerveour  own  independence, 
and  the  checks  and  balances  of  our  Government. 

[Here  Mr.  Axtront,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  some  re- 
mirks,  which  he  concluded  by  saying  that  **  the  execu- 
tive departments  had  a  right  to  know  what  we  were 
doing  in  this  House."] 

Mr.  Wisx  again  rose,  and  said  that  he  was  astonished 
to  hear  such  a  right  admitted  or  claimed  for  the  Execu- 
tive  on  (hat  floor.  He  would  only  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  and  the  country  to  this  claim  for  the  Execu- 
tive as  a  right ! 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  challenged  him  to  put  his  finger 
upon  any  one  act  of  executive  usurpation;  remarking,  at 
the  same  time,  that  it  was  easy  to  deal  in  general  de- 
nunciations and  declarations,  but  more  difficult  to  sup- 
port them  by  facts.  He  (Mr.  J.)  looked  to  the  voice  of 
the  people  as  his  guide,  and  he  doubted  not  that  the 
President  did.  The  President  had  been  supported,  in 
all  his  acts,  by  a  large  majority  of  the  people,  and  could, 
therefore,  with  more  reason,  complain  of  the  course  of 
the  gentleman,  than  the  gentlemen  could  of  his. 

Mr.  WISE  said,  in  rejoinder,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Colonel  Johnsojt]  had  called  upon  him  to  do 
that  which  it  was  the  easiest  ihing  imaginable  to  do.  He 
would  give  him  and  the  country  the  information  asked 
for  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  was  happy  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  give  the  gentleman  a  satisfactory  and  di- 
rect reply,  and  was  ready  and  willing  to  put  his  finger 
upon  some  acts  of  executive  interference  with  the  legis- 
lation of  that  House.  When  1  speak,  however,  of  ex- 
ecutive interference,  I  do  not  mean  the  acts  of  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  and  let  me  be  so  understood,  but  the  acts  of 
the  whole  of  the  Departments.  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that 
the  gentleman  means  it  to  be  understood  by  his  making 
this  call,  and  by  his  manner  of  making  it,  that  he  himself 
does  not  suppose  spccificalions  of  active  intermeddling 
with  our  business  of  legislation  can  be  made?  Why, 
sir,  the  gentleman  trips!  Not  specify  acts  of  executive 
interference!  Surely  the  gentleman  knows  that  the 
constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  President  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  by  his  message,  his  (the  Execu- 
tive's) views  of  all  our  relations,  and  on  all  subjecisof  le- 
gislation. He  is  constitutionally  bound  to  gi\e  us  offi- 
cislly  bis  opinions  on  wliat  we  should  do  snd  should  not 
do  as  legialatora. 


But  let  not  the  gentleman  understand  me  aa  pointing 
to  this  constitutional  duty  as  one  of  my  specifications  of 
executive  interference.  To  send  us  his  message  ia  no 
act  of  intermeddling;  it  is  an  act  of  duty  and  obligation. 
Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  evade  the  gentleman's  call.  I 
never  will  evade  any  responsibility,  on  any  occasion.  I 
allude  to  thi^  constitutional  dut^,  to  contrast  it  expressly 
with  other  acts  which  the  President's  or  the  Executive's 
duty  forbids.  I  allude  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  remind- 
ing the  gentleman  that  the  constitution  fixes  the  measure 
and  mode  of  executive  interposition  in  acts  of  legislation. 
The  constitution  intends  that  the  President  shall,  by  a 
public  message,  call  our  attention  to  all  subjects  of  legis- 
lative action,  and  that  then  the  executive  functions  shall 
cease  until  we  have  performed  our  acts,  and  referred 
them  to  him  for  his  constitutional  sanction  or  veto.  And 
the  constitution  intends,  most  cautiously  and  jealously 
intends,  that  whilst  performing  our  acts,  whilst  delibera- 
ting, whilst  discussing,  whilst  deciding  upon  laws  to  be 
passed  or  rejected,  we  shall  be  free  and  independent  of 
executive  influence.  And  now,  sir,  what  1  have  said, 
meant  to  say,  and  mean  to  repeat,  is,  that  we  are  not 
thus  free  and  Independent,  that  the  Executive  does  in- 
termeddle, improperly,  dangerously,  and  frequently,  with 
our  legislative  action!  The  gentleman  asks  for  me  to 
point  to  the  instances,  and  I  will  specify  some  of  them. 

Was  it  not  admitted  the  other  day  on  this  floor,  by  a 
member  of  'Mhe  party,'*  and  the  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee, [Mr.  SuTiiERLAHn,]  that  our  committees  do  not 
make  their  own  reports?  Who  does  make  them' — not 
write  them,  sir— make  them?  Who  but  those  who  are 
consulted,  and  who  advise  on  all  our  leading  measures, 
and  upon  the  **  queue"  of  tAe  "  lead"  of  all  our  meas- 
ures? The  underlings  and  all  tell  us  wliat  is  to  be  done, 
and  what  not!  Upon  the  appropriation  bills,  particular- 
ly, who  has  the  chief  control,  the  executive  or  the  le- 
gislative department?  Sir,  1  refer  to  all  the  members  of 
the  House  as  witnesses.  I  ask  of  all  the  chairmen  of 
committees,  of  every  member  of  each  committee,  if  the 
executive  denartment  do  not  interfere  with  our  legisla- 
tion? Not  always,  perhaps,  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  or  by  the  order  of  the  President,  but  habitually 
without  orders,  and  always  in  pursuance  of  their  own 
interests. 

But  this  is  dealing  too  much  in  generalities  for  my  own 
interest,  and  is  trifling,  comparatively,  with  a  subject  of 
roost  serious  moment.  I  will  specify  a  more  signal  and 
a  warning  instance  of  executive  interference  with  the 
legislative  action  of  this  House  by  the  President  himseK, 
the  facts  in  relation  to  which  I  can  verify  and  make  good 
before  the  House  and  the  nation. 

Sir,  the  power  of  the  President  over  a  single  appoint- 
ment alone  commanded,  on  this  floor,  thirty-five  voles,  at 
least,  in  favor  of  one  of  the  most  important  executive 
acts  which  ever  agitated  this  country  or  affected  its  in- 
terests. On  no  other  question  than  the  great  deposite 
question  of  last  session,  1  verily  believe  and  have  reason 
to  know — I  would,  if  required,  make  oaih  in  support  of 
the  opinion— that  the  majority  of  the  House  was  decided- 
ly  against  the  act  of  the  President,  in  reason,  conviction, 
and  conscience.  But,  sir,  the  true  sense  of  the  Com- 
mons was  stifled.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  waa  kept 
in  that  chair,  (pointing  to  the  Speaker's  chair,)  with  an 
executive  promise  in  his  pocket,  until  the  work  of  tbe 
muster  was  finished.  There  sat  the  Speuker,  like  a  can- 
cer on  the  body  politic,  which  ramified  its  roots  to  more 
than  two  or  three,  or  two  or  three  dozen  seats  on  this 
floor!  There  were  no  less  than  fnur  chairmen  of  the 
principal  standing  committees,  with  their  eyes  of  aspi- 
ration fixed  upon  that  high  place,  each  longing  to  be 
successor  to  the  incumbent;  and  besides  these  there  was 
Huniher  candidate,  also  on  an  important  committee.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  subordinalef  on  these  committees. 
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who,  no  doubty  were  some  of  them  willins^to  have  their 
chairman,  respectively!  elected  Speaker,  to  create  a  fair 
vacancy  for  themselves,  it  is  surely  moderate  in  calcula- 
tion to  say  that  each  of  those  five  candidates  had  at  least  a 
half  dozen  of  zealous  friends— they  were  poor  indeed  if 
they  had  not.  Each  candidate  looked  to  what  is  here 
called  ''administration  votes"— a  term  which  imports 
executive  interference,  by  the  by — to  elect  him;  and  ac- 
cording to  my  arithmetic,  sir,  the  five  candidates,  with 
their  six  friends  each,  made  thirty-five  votes,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  worth  of  the  prize  of  Speaker's  chair, 
were  morally  certain  to  be  ''administration  votes.'' 
Less  than  one  third  of  that  number  of  votes  would,  if 
changed  from  one  side  to  the  other,  have  changed  the 
vote  of  the  House  on  that  vital  question;  and  I  presume 
that  no  one  here,  who  sees  and  knows  what  we  all  see 
and  know,  can  doubt  that  these  thirty -five  votes,  taken 
as  the  least  possible  number  to  be  affected,  were  not  in- 
fluenced by,  but  left  free  and  independent  of,  executive 
influence !  By  the  aid  of  these  two  ofiicers,  the  minister 
to  England  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  one  executive,  the  other  legislative— one  of 
whom  the  President  appoints,  and  the  other  be  does  not 
actually  appoint — the  President,  I  suppose,  was  not  en- 
abled to  command  a  majority  on  this  floor!  What  may 
not  our  President  do  in ,  legislation,  when  he  has  our 
Speaker  for  his  tool?  So  much  for  specifications,  by 
which,  let  it  be  understood,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  involv- 
ed in  any  personalities. 

The  gentleman  says  that  he  **  looks  to  the  voice  of  the 
people!*'  Ay,  sir,  and  so  do  I,  and  so  do  we  all.  The 
lime  is  now  short — in  due  time,  sir— yet  a  little  while 
longer,  and  that  voice  shall  come  up  to  us  and  to  high 
places  in  tones  of  thunder! 

The  gentleman  says  that  1  have  denounced  the  Presi- 
dent. Denounced  the  President!  1  deny  it,  sir.  Twice 
have  I  supported  the  President  for  his  office,  with  a 
zeal,  if  not  ability,  which  might  exert  iuelf  equally 
ardent  again,  under  the  same  circumstances.  But,  sir, 
nor  for  the  President,  nor  for  myself,  will  I  conceal  facts 
and  truths  from  the  people,  when  they  are  so  pointedly 
called  for  both  by  the  gentleman  and  the  good  of  the 
the  country.  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  political  truth 
dare  not  be  told,  lest  the  President  be  denounced }  Yes, 
sir,  there  is  a  party  which  makes  the  President  *'a 
scape-goat"  for  its  sins,  and  which  always  takes  shelter 
under  bis  great  name.  There  are  those  who,  if  their 
acts  be  denounced,  always  raise  the  cry  of  "  denuncia- 
tion against  the  President,'^  who  has  as  much  reason  as 
any  man  1  know  of  to  pray  God  to  save  him  from  some 
of  bis  friends!  Why  should  I  denounce  the  President  in 
the  discussion  of  this  question?  He  does  not,  I  hope, 
call  for  this  resolution.  For  the  country's  sake,  I  hope 
be  does  not  desire  this  debasing  obgequiousness  from 
this  House.  No  patriot  can  ask  that  one  department  of 
our  Government  shall  humble  itself  to  another.  Sir,  I 
hope  that  the  gentleman  himself,  if  he  apprehended 
what  I  do  from  this  resolufion,  would  withdraw  it  and 
spurn  it.  1  have  that  respect  for  him  to  believe — ^he 
knows  that  I  am  personally  his  friend — that  if  he  fore- 
saw the  effects  which  I  think  1  foresee  from  this,  his 
measure,  so  humiliating  to  this  House,  he  would  abandon 
it  at  once.  But,  sir,  I  must  say,  not,  however,  in  allu- 
fiion  to  this  instance,  that  there  are  too  many  voluntary 
and  gratuitous  offerings  of  fealty  and  flattery  made  to 
the  President,  which  must  nauseate  him  who  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  flattered  by  them,  which  gall  the  spirits  of  free- 
men attached  to  him,  and  which  impair  the  spirit  of  free 
institutions  to  which  those  freemen  are  still  more  at- 
tached. Sir,  the  underlings  always  transcend,  infinitely 
transcend,  the  utmost  aml>ition  of  Kings  themselves  in 
doing  honor  and  homage;  and  too  often  are  our  Presi- 
dents compelled  to  be  answerable,  and  n^ade  to  be 


odious,  for  the  officiousness  of  adulation  and  praise !  I 
never  will  halt,  however,  in  the  path  of  my  duty,  because 
the  President  or  his  parasites  stand  in  my  way. 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  he  did  not  expect  such  a 
debate  as  this  to  arise  upon  such  a  proposition.  I  should 
have  been  surprised,  indeed,  if  no  voice  here  bad  been 
raised  against  such  a  proposition.  This  is  no  small  mat- 
ter, either  in  point  of  the  money  or  of  the  principle 
which  is  proposed  to  be  squandered  and  prostrated;  and 
1  beg  the  gentleman  to  reflect  that  the  line  of  march  to- 
wards the  concentration  and  consolidation  of  power  it 
always  begun  by  short  steps  at  first,  which  are  gradual- 
ly and  imperceptibly  stretched  into  vast  and  fast  strides, 
hastening  onwards  to  the  certain  and  fearful  end  of  des- 
potism! 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  then  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman had,  no  doubt,  spoken  what  he  believed  to  be 
true,  in  which  he  was  perfectly  justifiable.  But  what  he 
had  stated  was  a  matter  of  f^ersonal  opinion,  in  which  he 
(Mr.  J. )  did  not  coincide.  For  his  own  part,  though  be 
had  been  in  this  and  the  other  House  for  twenty-nine 
successive  years — ever  since  the  first  session  after  the 
attack  on  the  Chesapeake — he  could  conscientiously  say 
that  be  bad  never  acted  under  any  improper  influence, 
and  had  never  known  any  other  member  so  to  act.  On 
the  occasion  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
he  had  not  the  least  doubt  that  every  member,  on  one 
side  as  well  as  on  the  other,  voted  conscientiously,  and 
free  from  executive  or  other  improper  influence.  This 
was  his  opinion. 


IIousB  or  Represxittativks,  Jaruart  11. 

Remarks  i>f  yir.  Hakhegait,  of  Indiana,  on  his  mdion  to 
rejed  a  memorial  purporting  to  come  from  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  ike  State  of  Michigan, 
Mr.  HANNEGAN,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Thovsoit,  of 
Ohio,  who  proposed  to  him  to  withdraw  his  motion  to 
i^eject  the  memorial  from  *'  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Michigan,"  said  that  he 
felt  obliged  to  that  gentleman  for  the  suggestion,  as  he 
entertained  no  doubt  it  was  made  in  kindness,  and  so  he 
received  it;  but,  under  existing  circumstances,  he  must 
decline  being  governed  by  it.  Whatever  might  be  the 
opinions  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  on  this  question, 
he  himself  could  not  avoid  seeing  that  important  results 
to  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  were  involved. 
They  might  not  be  equally  important  to  the  State  of 
Ohio;  that,  however,  was  a  question  to  be  settled  by  the 
delegation  from  Ohio.  For  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
and  the  delegation  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  they  were 
unanimous  in  the  belief  that  the  acceptance  of  the  me- 
morial by  the  House  would  be  an  indirect  if  not  a  direct 
admission  txf  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  and 
an  acknowMgment  of  her  territorial  limits  as  claimed  by 
her  constitution.  That  constitution  has  set  up  a  claim  to 
a  large  portion  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  hundred  square  miles,  embracing  one  of  the 
fairest  portions  of  the  State,  or  indeed  of  the  Union. 
Their  rieht  to  the  jurisdiction  is  asserted  positively  and 
arbitrarily.  In  so  doing,  they  have  nullified  the  various 
laws  of  Congress  admitting  Indiana  into  the  Union,  con- 
firming her  sovereignty,  and  defining  her  boundaries; 
all  which  Congress  had  done  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  facts  and  circumstances  upon  which  Michigan  now 
relied  for  the  support  of  the  claim  she  had  so  strongly 
asserted  and  so  unwarrantably  attempted  to  enforce. 
Michigan,  however,  had  not  been  content  with  nullifying 
the  laws  of  Congre^-s  alone;  she  had  also  by  these  acts  in 
convention  violated  the  federal  constitution,  as  would  be 
palpable  to  every  gentleman  who  would  examine  the  3d 
section  of  the  4th  article,  which  says,  in  substance,  that 
new  States  may  be  formed,  but  that  na  new^Staje  shall 
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be  formed  out  of  any  existing  States  or  parts  thereof, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Lpgislatures  of  such  States 
and  of  Congrefis  having  been  previously  obtained. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  how  is  it  possible  for  the  House  to  re- 
ceive a  memorial,  couched  in  language  which  gives  it 
character  as  in  this  instance,  without  conceding  ihe  right 
of  the  memorialists  to  the  corporate  and  soveriegn  capa- 
city they  assume'  If  you  accept  one  act  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  acknowledge  her  existence  as  such  at  one 
point,  how  can  you  refuse  to  receive  her  in  any  attitude 
she  may  subsequently  assume'  If,  without  qualification, 
this  memorial  shotild  be  received  and  referred,  as  de- 
aired  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Turk,  [Mr.  Bbabds- 
Lvr,]  with  what  consistency  could  the  House  to-morrow 
deny  a  seat  on  the  floor,  with  full  privileges,  to  the  Rep- 
resentative elected  by  the  same  power  that  gave  exist- 
ence to  the  body  which  assumes  to  address  Congress  in 
the  capacity  of  an  independent  sovereignty?  Certainly 
this  House  would  wish  to  preserve  itself  before  the  world, 
would  desire  to  avoid  any  act,  seemingly  inconsistent. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in  which  it  seem- 
ed to  him  that  the  House  should  regard  the  matter  be- 
fore acting.  He  alluded  to  the  high-handed  snd  revo- 
lutionary measures  which  had  marked  the  whole  course 
of  Michigan  in  asserting  her  right  to  enter  the  Union  on 
equal  terms  with  its  members.  Instead  of  pursuing  the 
example  of  her  sisters,  similarly  situated  on  former  occa- 
sions, she  had  rushed  violently  forward,  and  her  conduct 
proved  a  determination  to  seize  by  force  upon  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  which  they  had  deaired.  in  peace, 
and  received  under  the  guarantee  of  law.  Her  whole 
course,  from  the  commencement,  had  been  marked  by 
acts  of  lawlessness  and  arrogance,  disrespectful  alike  to 
the  States  and  the  Federal  Government,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  lend  its  sanction  to  such  meas- 
ures— measures  more  decidedly  revolutionary  in  tone 
and  character  than  had  hitherto  marked  the  history  of 
the  Union. 

It  had  been  suggested  to  him  by  gentlemen,  that  the 
rejection  of  this  memorial  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
great  constitutional  right  of  petition.  This  was  not  the 
case,  as  would  appear  after  a  moment's  examination  of 
the  ground  upon  which  he  relied.  That  privilege  was 
intended  for  individuals,  citizens  of  the  coimtiy,  or  for 
the  established  authorities,  recognised  by  the  laws.  In 
this  instance,  a  memorial  was  before  us,  from  a  pretend- 
ed sovereignty,  whose  existence  had  never  been  ac- 
knowledged, but,  on  the  contrary,  was  utterly  unknown. 
Congress  had  no  right  to  receive  petitions  or  communi- 
cations from  a  foreign  Power;  they  should  come  to  us 
if  made  at  all,  through  the  Executive.  Would  any  gen- 
tleman pretend  that  this  House  should  receive  a  memo- 
rial from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  Pro- 
vincial Parliament  of  Canada'  Certainly  not.  And  yet 
to  our  constitutions  and  laws,  up  to  this  time,  they  are  no 
more  alien  than  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  wl&hed  gen- 
tlemen, therefore,  distinctly  to  understand  that  no  one 
could  be  farther  from  wishing  to  impair,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  the  sacred  right  of  petition;  a  right  holy  to 
every  friend  to  liberty,  and  only  dreaded  by  the  minions 
of  despotism. 

The  pretensions  now  set  up  by  Michigan  would,  if 
they  were  sustained  by  Congress,  go  to  deprive  Indiana 
of  the  very  benefits  reserved  to  her  from  the  date  of  the 
ordinance  itself.  The  whole  object  of  extending  her 
limits  on  the  north  to  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan was  to  afford  her  an  outlet  and  a  harbor,  within  her 
own  jurisdiction.  The  intention  of  Michigan  now  ap- 
peared clearly  to  deprive  her  of  these  benefits.  What 
else  would  it  amount  to,  if  the  line  should  be  run  pur- 
suant to  the  claim  of  Michigan?  Reatrict  her  to  the 
southern  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  where,  from  the  very 
nature  of  things,  it  is  impossible  to  [construct  a  harbor, 


and  you  make  her  northern  territory  at  once  tributary  to 
Michigan.  It  is  this  state  of  things  that  Indiana  would 
avoid,  and  it  is  this  ^o  which  she  will  never  willingly 
consent. 

If  the  States  of  Indiana  and  lllinola  admit  no  more  b^ 
sitting  quietly  in  Ibis  stage  of  the  proceeding,  we,  as  their 
representatives,  feel  aware  that  at  the  least  it  may  be 
leaving  ground  upon  which  hereafter  a  point  may  be 
made  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country.  We 
can  neither  be  flattered  by  false  suggestions  nor  terrified 
by  insidious  threats  out  of  a  conviction  so  palpable  to 
every  eye.  Sir,  this  alone  is  sufllicient  to  warn  us  that 
a  precipice  is  before  us. 

These  States  have  not,  they  cannot,  they  nerer  will, 
admit  the  jurisdiction  of  any  tribunal  over  this  question 
other  than  that  of  arbitrary  force.  They  acknowledge 
no  right  of  interference,  here  or  elsewhere;  and  such  in- 
terference, whenever  attempted  in  contravention  of 
rights  solemnly  and  deliberately  guarantied,  will  be  met, 
upon  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  just 
as  the  same  attempt  against  their  rights  would  be  met  by 
the  people  of  Virginia,  Carolina,  or  Massachusetts.  They 
will  be  met  as  the  oppressed,  when  roused  by  manifold 
wrongs,  meets  the  invader  and  the  oppressor. 

There  is  no  man  living  who  cherishes  a  more  deep 
and  abiding  devotion  to  the  harmony  and  integrity  of  the 
Union  than  1  do.  But  there  is  a  point  to  which,  if  a 
State  once  permits  herself  to  be  driven,  she  sinks  for- 
ever a  miserable  and  degraded  object  in  the  moral  and 
political  world.  To  that  point  the  ultimate  success  of 
Michigan  in  relation  to  this  boundary  would  drive  us. 

He  hoped  that  the  House  would  never  directly  or  in- 
directly open  a  door  to  controversy  involving  the  most 
serious  results,  and  that  about  a  matter  which  the  repeat- 
ed action  of  various  branches  of  the  Government  had 
long  since  sanctioned  as  an  absolute  right  in  the  States 
already  formed. 

House  of  Represeittativbb,  Apiiil  7. 
NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 

In  the  debate  on  the  naval  service  bill,  after  Mr.  Lax  a 
had  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  BELL,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  did  not  rise  to  no- 
tice the  contemptible  insinuations  of  the  member  from 
Indiana.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  views 
he  had  heretofore  given  upon  this  subject.  My  object, 
said  Mr.  B.,  was,  from  the  first,  to  press  upon  this  House 
the  propriety  of  suspending  the  improvements  projected 
at  Portsmouth  until  we  had  time  to  examine  into  and 
settle,  upon  satisfactory  grounds,  whether  the  public  in- 
terest does  not  demand  that  the  number  of  navy  yards 
shall  be  reduced — whether  a  due  regard  to  economy 
does  not  require  this — ^but  what  is  of  more  benefit,  the 
good  of  the  Union.  We  have  laid  before  us  the  views 
of  the  best  and  ablest  judges  in  the  country.  They  are 
not  only  of  the  highest  authority  in  point  of  talents  and 
experience  in  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  but  they 
are  the  first  in  reputation  for  fidelity.  Theirs  are  not  the 
opinions  of  politicians  or  party  men,  who  seek  to  create 
and  strengthen  political  influence— their  fidelity  is  not 
to  their  party,  but  to  their  country.  Until  we  have  bet- 
ter or  higher  authority  than  theirs,  I  am  for  adopting 
their  conclusions.  The  proposition  now  presented  en- 
ables you  to  save  to  the  country,  upon  navy  yards  and 
fortifications,  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars. 
Because  we  have  an  overflowing  Treasury,  is  this  sum 
too  small  to  command  our  attention?  I  wish  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  aa  not  being  opposed  to  liberal  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  the  navy.  I  would 
support  a  proposition  for  a  considerable  increase  of  our 
navy.  I  would  also  vote  for  the  largest  sum  that  could 
probably  be  judiciously  expended durM^j^hi^f^r  upon 
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our  navy  yards,  provided  you  will  make  a  aelectiun  of  a 
few  sites  which  shall  be  agreed  to  be  your  great  naval 
stations  and  yards  of  construction.  Upon  this  question 
I  feel  no  hostility  to  any  particular  section  of  the  Union. 
I  would  this  moment,  if  the  proposition  were  made,  vote 
as  large  a  sum  as  could  be  expended  profitably  within  the 
year  upon  a  navy  yard  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  so 
strongly  am  I  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  public 
interest  demands  that  there  should  be  one  established 
there.  If  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr. 
P sauce]  ever  expects  to  have  justice  done  to  the  advan- 
tages presented  at  this  point,  let  me  advise  him  that  this 
is  the  favorable  moment — this  is  the  accepted  time.  We 
are  about  to  increase  largely  the  amount  heretofore  ex- 
pended upon  these  objects;  if  he  suffer  this  occasion  to 
pass  unimproved,  such  another  is  not  likely  to  return  in 
oiir  time. 

My  object,  1  repeat,  Mr.  Speaker,- in  this  motion,  is 
not  founded  in  any  hostility  to  the  navy.  It  is  no  econ- 
omy I  am  in  pursuit  of  that  would  be  achieved  at  the 
expense  of  the  naval  service.  A  portion  of  the  millions 
that  are  proposed  to  b^  lavished  and  distributed  among 
seven  or  eight  navy  yards,  I  would  concentrate  upon 
some  three  or  four,  and  whilf,  by  this  course,  we  would 
be  saving  millions,  we  would  also  add  greatly  to  the  ef- 
ficiency of  the  service.  It  is  only  in  this  way  (hat  we 
can  ever  expect  to  have  any  one  of  our  navy  yards  upon 
a  pl»n  and  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  public  interest 
in  our  navy — it  is  only  by  this  course  that  our  navy  yards 
can  ever  become  great  manufactories  of  ships  of  war. 
Then,  sir,  the  true  object  of  the  motion,  besides  the 
siving  of  millions  of  the  public  money,  is  to  add  to  and 
strengthen  this  most  important  and  popular  arm  of  the 
national  defence.  It  is  upon  the  ocean  that  we  are  here- 
after to  meet  our  enemies;  and  whatever  policy  prom- 
ises to  increase  our  power  upon  that  element  in  a  proper 
degree,  with  the  least  waste  of  the  public  resources,  is 
the  one  which  it  is  our  duty  to  adopt. 

House  of  Repbesehtatives,  Mat,  1836. 
ikmarka  of  Wr.  Jouvsoir,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  bill  to  pay 
money  advanced  by  Charleatrm  and  other  Southern  cities 
to  prosecute  the  Florida  war. 

It  is  not  (laid  Mr.  J.)  to  give  utterance  to  indignant 
feelings  at  the  opposition  to  this  measure  that  1  now  ad- 
dress the  House.  It  is  not  a  party  measure  which  is  be- 
fore us,  but  a  measure  which  calls  for  concert  of  action 
with  all  parlies.  It  is  a  subject  of  too  great  importance 
to  admit  of  procrastination  by  indulging  in  party  invec- 
tives. Our  responsibilities  are  not  to  each  other,  but 
to  our  constituents  and  to  our  country.  Each  member 
of  this  House  holds  the  same  relation  to  his  immediate 
constituents,  and  I  am  willing  to  refer  the  conduct  of 
each  to  that  tribunal.  The  whole  nation  is  interested  in 
the  course  pursued  by  each  member;  and  to  the  test  of 
public  opinion  throughout  (he  whole  country  each  indi- 
vidual must  submit;  wtielher  the  award  be  censure  or 
applause,  there  can  be  no  evasion,  no  appeal.  It  is  our 
part  to  act,  an  J  the  part  of  the  country  to  judge  of  our 
actions. 

When  this  murderous  savage  war  broke  out  in  Florida, 
which  has  spread  ruin  and  desolation  to  many  families, 
and  half  depopulated  some  fair  portions  of  that  flourish- 
ing Territory,  the  hostile  trump  was  heard  from  Charles- 
ton to  New  Orleans,  and  the  patriotic  citizens  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabami,  and  Louisiana,  not  willing 
to  wait  the  dull  delays  of  this  House  for  authority,  while 
their  fellow-citizens  were  bleeding  under  the  scalping- 
knife  of  the  savage,  flew  to  arms,  and  hastened  to  their 
protection.  The  service  was  national.  It  was  no  more 
incumbent  upon  these  States  tt>  protect  Florida  than 
upon  other  States;  but  without  watting  to  inquire  whether 
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justice  would  be  done  by  the  nation,  they  met  the  im-  ' 
pending  danger.  They  justly  regarded  the  citizens  of 
that  Territory  as  a  branch  of  the  American  family;  and 
that  was  enough  to  kindle  in  the  bosoms  of  the  chival- 
rous Southrons  the  fire  of  American  patriotism.  The 
palmetto  was  lost  in  the  eag^le,  and  his  talons  were 
stretched  to  grasp  the  hand  which  was  lilted  against 
their  countrymen.  The  bill  now  before  us  makes  pro- 
vision to  defray  the  expense.  The  emergency  of  the 
occasion  did  not  admit  of  hesitancy,  and  moneys  were 
advanced  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  other  towns  in 
that  and  the  other  States,  to  meet  the  exigency.  The 
great  question  now  is,  shall  we  authorize  the  payment^ 
The  honor  and  future  safety  ol  the  country  require  that 
there  shall  be  no  hesitancy  nor  delay.  Even  while  we 
are  wasting  the  time  by  cold  deliberation  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  threatening  danger  upon  the  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama frontier  may  be  bursting  into  a  flame,  and  demand- 
ing similar  advances  upon  the  credit  of  our  sense  of 
national  justice.  An  awful  responsibility  awaits  him 
who  can  make  this  the  unfortunate  occasion  for  party 
crimination,  for  censures  against  the  administration,  and 
against  the  Committees  of  Way^  and  Means  and  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs.  To  produce  delay  by  complaintsof  irregu- 
larity, because  the  measure  has  been  proposed  by  a  com- 
mittee, without  an  order  from  the  House,  or  a  reference 
from  the  House  of  an  executive  communication,  or  by 
motions  and  debates  in  favor  of  committal,  is  in  effect  to 
oppose  the  bill,  or  at  least  to  deprive  it,  without  any 
countervailing  benefit,  of  much  of  its  utility. 

It  is  not  the  method  of  proceeding  bn  ordinary  occa- 
sions, to  start  obiections  upon  these  grounds;  and  bow 
can  it  be  reconciled  to  a  proper  sense  of  the  duty  which 
we  owe  the  country  in  a  case  like  this,  connected  aa  it  is 
with  the  Florida  and  the  Creek  war^ 

I  have  been  (said  Mr.  J.  W  member  of  Congress  for 
many  years,  and  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  have  I 
been  honored  as  chairman  of  some  important  committee; 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  the  present  mode 
of  proceeding  has  been  in  practice.  Whatever  subject 
comes  within  the  general  scope  of  duties  for  which  a 
standing  committee  is  appointed,  as  well  as  subjects  re- 
ferred to  them  by  the  House,  it  has  been  the  uniform 
custom  for  the  committee  to  act  upon,  and  report  the 
result  of  such  action  to  the  House.  This  subject  Has 
in  like  manner  been  deliberated  upon  by  the  committee, 
and  the  result  of  (hat  deliberation  is  presented  in  the  bill 
before  us.  It  is  simply  to  refund  what  has  been  liberally 
advanced  in  the  hour  of  danger  by  those  patriotic  States, 
at  a  time  when  the  honor  and  safety  of  our  common 
country  required  the  advance  for  the  use  of  the  nation, 
before  the  national  coflTers  could  be  unlocked  for  the 
purpose.  Whether  that  money  was  paid  regularly, 
according  to  specified  forms,  or  not,  or  whether  the  re- 
quisitions in  which  it  was  paid  were  drawn,  verbatim  et 
literatim,  according  to  the  usual  form.%  is  to  me  a  matter 
of  no  importance.  If  one  of  your  family  is  perishing 
with  starvation,  and  your  friend  will  purchase  food  for 
his  relief,  you  will  not  inquire  into  the  form  in  which 
he  made  the  payment;  it  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  . 
know  that  the  benefit  was  received.  So,  in  this  case,  it 
is  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  the  money  was  advan- 
ced; that  it  was  expended  in  the  public  service,  and  that 
the  country  received  its  value.  Deeds  of  patriotism  like 
this  merit  a  public  acknowledgment,  rather  than  a  dull, 
protracted,  reluctant  compliance  with  the  imperative  de- 
mand of  justice.  We  should  faithfully  and  promptly  re- 
fund the  last  cent  advanced  in  such  a  case.  We  should 
do  it,  because  it  is  the  dictate  of  justice — because  honor 
requires  it — because  the  ch:<racter  of  this  House  and  of 
the  whole  nation  demands  it.  We  should  do  it  to  show  to 
the  world  that  the  impulse  of  patriotism  is  not  despised 
by  a  republic;  and  to  inspire  in  our  pbi/^Ql |a^onfi- 
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dence  that  voluntary  sacrifices  in  the  extremity  of  dan- 
ger shall  be  cheerfully  and  promptly  remunerated. 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill  is  merely  to  e^- 
plaiQ  a  former  law  of  a  similar  character.  It  proposes 
to  pay  for  the  services  of  the  volunteer  militia  who  were 
called  into  service  by  the  commanding  general  in  the 
first  moments  of  the  Seminole  war.  The  sudden  rup- 
ture of  the  savages  was  like  an  unanticipated  flame 
breaking  out  in  the  midst  of  a  city,  which  requires  the 
immediate  exertions  of  the  firemen  to  subdue.  A  little 
delay  would  involve  the  whole  town  in  irrecoverable 
ruin.  So  the  ravages  of  the  Indians,  if  permitted  to 
pursue  the  work  of  devastation  till  despatches  could  be 
sent  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and  an  order  issued  from 
the  Executive  for  calling  out  the  militia,  would  have 
completed  the  work  of  destruction  through  the  whole 
of  the  country  where  it  raged.  The  comnranding  gen- 
eral, as  in  duly  bound,  called  for  militia  aid  to  check  the 
•ravages  of  this  desoUting  war,  and  the  patriotic  citizens 
volunteered  their  services.  They  were  gladly  accepted. 
These  are  the  citizen  soldiers  who  have  been  braving 
the  dangers  and  enduring  the  storm  of  that  sanguinary 
conflict,  whose  services  have  been  recognised  by  the 
Government,  that  the  amendment  proposes  to  pay.  They 
made  the  first  sacrifice  in  their  country's  defence;  met 
the  danger  at  the  threshold,  and  voluntarily  poured  out 
their  blood  upon  the  altar  of  their  suflTering  country. 
We  intended  to  provide  for  their  pay,  and  thought  we 
had  done  so  by  a  law  already  passed;  but,  in  the  multi- 
plicity of  business,  there  was  an  accidental  omission  in 
the  framing  of  the  law  to  meet  their  case.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  is  only  to  give  such  an  extent  to  the  ap- 
plication of  that  law  as  to  embrace  the  case  of  these 
men,  and  so  carry  into  eflect  our  declared  intention. 
Upon  this  bill  and  this  amendment,  subjects  as  plainly 
just  and  as  clear  to  the  understanding  as  the  simplest 
proposition  that  couhl  be  stated,  we  are  consuming  the 
day,  and  wasting  the  precious  time  of  the  House,  in  ani- 
madversions that  have  no  direct  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject, is  this  the  proper  theme  for  introducing  fastidious 
complaints  and  party  denunciations  against  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government?  Or  are  there  no  questions 
that  can  arise,  even  upon  the  common  measure  of  jus- 
tice between  citizens  and  their  Government,  but  what 
jDust  be  converted  into  party  strifes?  Among  other 
.  complaints,  imputations  have  been  made  agsinst  those 
who  are  conducting  the  war  in  Florida,  as  if  our  regular 
officers,  whose  busmess  and  whose  duly  it  is  to  obey  the 
orders  of  any  Executive,  were  political  partisans.  These 
censures  are,  at  least,  premature.  The  officers  of  the 
regular  army  are  in  command  there;  men  who,  on  for- 
mer occasions,  have  given  incontestable  proof  of  their 
valor,  their  devotion  to  the  country,  and  their  capacity 
to  conduct  military  operations.  Though  at  this  distance 
it  would  appear  that  more  ought  to  have  been  done,  yet 
we  are  not  acquainted  with  all  the  difficulties  which 
they  may  have  had  to  encounter.  The  character  which 
they  have  established  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  pledge 
of  their  good  conduct  in  the  present  trial,  and  should  at 
least  shield  them  from  censure  till  all  the  facts  are 
known;  and  if  it  shall  then  appear  that  they  have  not 
done  the  best  that  could  be  done,  of  which  w  e  have 
as  yet  no  evidence,  it  will  not  establish  any  charge 
against  the  volunteers  who  have  obeyed  the  laws  of  the 
countiy  by  placing  themselves  under  their  command. 
The  regular  army  is  otherwise  provided  for;  this  bill  and 
its  amendment  have  reference  only  to  the  volunteer 
militia.  Look  at  their  character,  and  we  cannot  doubt 
their  bravery  nor  their  patriotism.  The  Southern  vol- 
unteers have  ever  sustained  the  high  character  of  Amer- 
ican soldiers.  Their  deep  sense  of  honor;  their  disre- 
gard of  danger;  their  nobleness  of  soul  in  the  camp,  and 
thejr  chrvHlry  in  the  field,  arc  but  their  common  charac- 


teristics; and  after  volunteering  their  services  to  meet 
the  first  shock  of  defensive  war^  we  cannot  presume -that 
they  would  prove  recreant  to  every  thing  dear  to  them- 
selves. We  know  that  they  are  incapable  of  it.  Tbey 
have  unfurled  their  country*s  banner,  and  have  marched 
under  it  to  defend  it  from  insult;  and  the  result  must 
show  that  they  will  have  sustained  its  honor.  It  is  our 
part  to  provide  the  means;  to  pay  them  the  pittance  to 
which  their  services  entitled  them,  and  they  will  not  be 
sparing  of  their  blood  in  the  day  of  battle.  Let  us  pass 
this  bill,  with  the  proposed  amendment,  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay,  and  it  will  be  time  enough  for  ua  to  com- 
plain after  we  learn  that  there  is  cause  for  complsint. 
Till  evidence  appears  to  the  contrary,  let  us  not  indulge 
a  suspicion  that  an  ofllicer,  bearing  a  commission  in  the 
American  service,  whether  regular  or  militia,  is  defi- 
cient either  in  courage  or  conduct.  Complaints,  in  ad- 
vance  of  evidence,  are  alike  dishonorable  to  our  country 
and  to  the  feelings  of  our  gallant  ofllicers  and  soldiers. 
Let  us  discharge  the  debt  of  justice,  and  withhold  our 
censures  till  a  knowledge  of  facts  shall  warrant  them. 

Much  stress  appears  to  be  laid  upon  the  fact  that,  for 
this  amendment,  which  provides  for  the  payment  of 
the  volunteers,  no  communication  has  been  made  to  the 
House  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  recommending  the* 
measure,  and  that  the  subject  has  not  been  especially  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  by  the  House.  It  appears  to  be 
a  very  recent  thing  with  some  gentlemen  to  have  trans^ 
ferred  all  confidence  to  themselves  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  so  as  to  be  incapable  of  acting  upon  the  most 
simple  proposition  without  his  recommendation.  I 
would  remmd  them  that  the  proposed  amendment 
is  founded  on  official  information  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment; that  the  men  who  claim  the  pay  have  faithfully 
served  their  country  as  represented;  and  thst  no  pro- 
vision is  made  by  which  they  can  receive  their  pay. 
Now,  sir,  where  is  the  independence  of  the  membern  of 
this  body,  if  they  cannot  act  upon  their  own  responsi- 
bility in  matters  of  plain  justice?  When  all  the  facts 
are  before  us,  must  we  fear  to  act  without  the  direction 
of  an  executive  officer  to  govern  us  in  legislation,  and 
bear  the  responsibility  of  our  measures?  Our  conatitu- 
tional  duty  is  to  legislate,  and  that  of  an  exective  oflficer 
to  execute  the  law.  When  all  the  fiictsare  made  known 
to  us,  we  must  act  upon  our  o«n  responsibility;  and, 
right  or  wrong,  we  must  bear  that  responsibility,  whether 
recommended  or  not.  In  the  case  now  before  us,  there 
is  no  imposition,  no  deception.  It  is  a  plain  proposition, 
founded  on  plain  matters  of  f:ict;  and  the  House  must 
adopt  or  reject  it.  We  must  in  the  case  do  justice,  or 
w^ithhold  the  demands  of  justice;  and  every  member  will 
act  upon  his  own  responsibility. 

It  is  wise,  on  ordinary  occasions,  to  refer  propositions 
to  committees,  that  the  information  out  of  which  lliey 
grow,  and  their  minute  details,  may  be  more  thoroughly 
investigated;  but  the  decisions  of  committees  are  always 
subject  to  the  House,  and  it  is  the  right  of  any  member 
to  propose  amendments  to  measures  reported  to  the 
House  by  committi  es.  The  practice  has  ever  prevailed; 
and  to  be  deprived  of  this  right  would  be  to  fetter  legis- 
lation with  a  clog  which  it  could  never  bear. 

Independence  in  legislation  by  the  representatives  of 
the  sovereign  people  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
preservation  of  our  liberties.  It  is  in  this  House  that 
their  voice  is  more  immediately  heard  than  in  any  other 
branch  of  our  Government.  Its  value  cannot  be  over- 
estimated, nor  its  dignity  too  carefully  preserved.  Tl»e 
most  sacred  regard  to  justice  should  characterize  all  its 
measures.  It  is  a  convention  of  titc  nation  itself;  and, 
upon  the  purity,  the  intelligence,  and  (he  independence 
of  this  House,  more  than  upon  any  other  department  of 
GovernmenS  the  liberties  of  this  nation,  the  last  hope  of 
roan,  essentially  depend. 
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[H.  ov  R. 


It  n  always  with  reluctance  that  I  trespass  upon  the 
time  of  the  House;  but,  Hi  defence  of  the  Military  Gom- 
mitiee,  from  whom  the  measure  emanated,  I  have  been 
compelled  to  submit  these  remarks. 

Debate  on  the  hill  for  admitting  the  State  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union. 
On  Monday,  the  6th  of  June,  Mr.  Johv  Quivct  Adams 
presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  following 
twenty -two  memorials  and  remonstrances: 

1.  Memorial  of  George  Atkinson  "and  94  citizens  of 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  praying  that  Congress  would 
take  measures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  constitution  of 
Arkansas,  which  allows  slavery,  before  admitting  that 
State  into  the  Union. 

2.  Petition  of  Francis  B.  Bacon  and  327  inhabitants  of. 
Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against  the  article  in  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  denying  to  the 
Legislature  the  power  of  emancipating  slaves  without 
the  consent  of  their  owners. 

3.  Remonstrance  of  George  Russell,  Selh  Drew,  and 
24  inhabitants  of  Kington,  Plymouth  county,  Massachu- 
setts, against  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union 
as  a  slave  States  and  praying  Congress  not  to  sanction 
the  article  concerning  slavery  in  the  constitution  of  that 
State. 

4.  Remonstrance  of  Samuel  Reed  and  210  male  inhab- 
itants of  Abingdon,  Massachusetts,  against  the  article  in 
the  constitution  of  Arkansas  denying  to  the  Legislature 
the  power  of  emancipating  slaves  without  the  consent  of 
their  owners. 

5.  Remonstrance  of  Samuel  Mullikin  and  90  inhabi- 
tants of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  against  the  slavery 
article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 

6.  Remonstrance  of  Joseph  Sawin  and  72  inhabitants, 
male  and  female,  of  Weston  and  Wayland,  Massachu- 
setts, against  the  article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkaosas 
respecting  slavery. 

7.  Remonstrance  of  M.  W.  Bacon  and  58  ladies  of 
Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  against  the  article  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Arkansas  respecting  slavery. 

8.  Remonstrance  of  Levi  Vinal  and  510  inhabitanta  of 
Scituate,  Massachusetts,  against  the  slavery  article  in  the 
constitution  of  Arkan<ias.    ^ 

9.'  Remonstrance  of  Joseph  Faxon  and  72  male  inhabi- 
tants of  Randolph,  Massachusetts,  remonstrating  against 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  with  the  arti- 
cle relating  to  slavery  in  her  constitution. 

10.  Remonstrance  of  Lucius  W.  Clark  and  39  inhabi- 
tants of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  against  the  admission 
of  Arkansas,  as  a  slave  State,  into  the  Union,  and  against 
the  siftvery  article  in  her  constitution. 

11.  Remonstrance  of  Rebecca  Burbank  and  100  fe- 
males of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  against  the  admission 
of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State. 

12.  Memorial  of  William  Hamed  and  11  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  the  admission  of  Ar- 
kansas, with  the  slavery  article  in  her  constitution,  into 
the  Union. 

.  13.  Memorial  of  George  Russell  and  13  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the  slavery  article  in 
the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 

14.  Remonstrance  of  Fisher  A.  Kingsbury  and  147  cit- 
izens of  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  against  the  slavery 
article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 

15.  Remonstrance  of  H.  C.  F.field  and  255  female  in-* 
habitants  of  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  against  the  ar- 
ticle concerning  slavery  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 

16.  Remonstrance  of  Nathaniel  Philips  and  55  inhabi* 
tantsof  Mar^ihfielJ,  Massachusetts,  and  its  vicinity,  against 
the  article  concerning  slavery  injthe  constitution  of  Ar- 
kansas. 


17.  Remonstrance  from  William  Burrows  and  23  in- 
habitants of  Carver,  Massachusetts,  against  the  admission 
of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slaveholding  State. 

18.  Remonstrance  of  Thomas  Shotwell  and  about  250 
citizens  styling  themselves  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Belmont  and  Monroe,  Ohio,  against  the  admission  of  Ar- 
kansas Into  the  Union  with  the  article  concerning  slavery 
in  her  constitution. 

19.  Memorial  of  Aaron  Pancoast  and  118  inhabitants 
of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  article  concerning  slavery  in 
the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 

20.  Memorial  from  William  Smith  and  80  citizens  of 
Oliio,  against  the  article  concerning  slavery  in  the'  con- 
stitution of  Arkansas. 

21.  Remonstrance  of  Ethan  Davis  and  73  inhabitants 
of  Holden,  Massachusetts,  against  the  admission  of  Ar- 
kansas into  the  Union  as  a  slaveholding  State. 

22.  Remonstrance  of  Artemas  Reyes,  and  233  inhabi- 
tants of  West  Boylston,  Massachusetts,  against  the  arti- 
cle concerning  slavery  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 

On  the  preceding  25th  of  May,  the  House,  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  previous  question,  had  adopted  the 
following  resolutions,  reported  by  a  select  committee 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  a  great  multitude 
of  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia: 

*' Resolved,  That  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional 
authority  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy. 

*'  Resolved,  That  Congress  ought  oiot  to  interfere,  in 
any  way,  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

<*  And  whereas  it  is  extremely  important  and  desirable 
that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  should  be  finally  arrest- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tranquillity  to  the  pub- 
lic mind,  your  committee  respectfully  recommend  tlie 
adoption  of  the  following  additional  resolution,  viz: 

<*  Resolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating,  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  printed  or  referred^ 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  further  action  what- 
ever shall  be  had  thereon." 

Upon  these  resolutions  the  previous  question  had 
smothered  all  debate.  Mr.  Adams,  before  voting  against 
the  first  resolution,  had  asked  only  five  minutes  of  tine 
to  explain  the  reasons  of  his  vote,  and  to  prove  that  the 
resolution  was  utterly  unfounded,  and  had  been  refused. 
He  had  also  voted  agfainst  the  second  resolution;  and 
when  his  name  was  called  by  the  Clerk  on  the  third  res- 
olution, he  had  risen  in  his  place  and  answered,  **  I 
hold  the  resolution  to  be  a  direct  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  of  the  rules  of  this  House, 
and  of  the  rights  of  my  constituents." 

In  the  journal  of  the  House,  made  up  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Speaker,  this  answer  of  Mr.  Adams  was  not 
oily  unnoticed,  but  his  name  was  entirely  omitted,  as  if 
he  had  not  been  called  to  answer  upon  the  yeas  and 
nays  at  all . 

This  error  of  the  journal,  Mr.  Adams,  when  it  was 
read  the  next  morning,  had  moved  to  have  rectified  by 
inserting  his  name,  as  it  had  been  called,  and  his  answer. 
This  rectification  of  the  journal  was  refused  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House;  but  the  fact  that  his  name  was  call- 
ed, and  his  answer,  were  necessarily  recorded  upon  the 
journal  then,  by  the  proceedings  of  the  House  upon  his 
motion  to  amend  the  j  )urnal,  and  by  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  upon  it.  When,  on  the  6th  of  June,  Mr.  Adams 
presented  the  above  twenty-two  memorials  and  remon- 
strances, he  announced  each  of  them  separately,  with 
the  name  of  the  first  signer,  and  the  number  of  signa- 
tures following  it.  The  Speaker  decided  ihat  each  of 
them  successively  should,  by  virtue  of  the  above-men- 
tioned tliird  resolution,  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  of  course 
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that  there  should  be  no  further  action  of  the  Boose  upon 
them. 

Oil  Thursday,  the  9lh  of  June,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  upon 
two  bills;  one  to  fix  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
uf  Ohio,  and  for  the  conditional  admission  of  the  Slate 
uf  Michif^an  into  the  Unions  and  the  other  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union. 

The  bill  for  fixing  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  the  condition:il  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union,  was  first  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  gave 
rise  to  debates  which  continued  till  near  one  o'clock  of 
the  morning  of  Friday,  the  lOlh  of  June:  repeated  mo- 
tions to  adjourn  had  been  made  and  rejected.  The  com- 
mittee had  twice  found  Itself  without  a  quorum,  and  had 
been  thereby  compelled  to  rise,  and  report  the  fact  to 
the  House.  In  the  first  instance,  there  had  been  found 
within  private  calling  distance  a  sufficient  number  of. 
members,  who,  though  absent  from  their  duty  of  attend- 
ance upon  the  House,  were  upon  the  alert  to  appear  and 
ansMi-er  to  their  names  to  make  a  quorum  to  vote  against 
adjourning,  and  then  to  retire  again  to  their  amusement 
or  repose.  Upon  the  first  restoration  of  the  quorum  by 
this  operation,  the  delegate  from  Arkansas  said  that  if 
the  committee  would  only  take  up  and  read  the  bill„  he 
would  not  urge  any  discussion  upon  it  then,  and  would 
consent  to  the  committee's  risini^,  and  resuming  the  sub- 
ject at  the  next  silting  of  the  House.  The  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly read;  a  motion  was  then  made  fur  the  commit- 
tee to  rise,  and  rejected;  an  amendment  to  the  bill  was 
moved,  on  taking  the  question  upon  which  there  was  no 
quorum.  The  usual  expedient  of  private  call  to  strag- 
gling members  was  found  ineffectual.  A  call  of  the 
House  was  ordered,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  This 
operation,  to  be  carried  through  all  its  stages,  must  ne- 
cessarily consume  about  three  hours  of  time,  during 
which  the  House  can  do  no  other  business.  Upon  this 
call,  after  the  names  of  all  the  members  had  been  twice 
called  over,  and  all  the  absentees  for  whom  any  valid  or 
plausible  excuse  was  offered  had  been  excused,  there 
remained  eighty-one  names  of  members,  who,  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  were  to  be  taken  into  custody  as 
they  should  appear,  or  were  to  be  sent  for,  and  taken 
into^custody  wherever  they  might  be  found,  by  special 
messengers,  appointed  for  that  purpose.  At  this  hour 
of  the  night  the  city  of  Wabhington  was  ransacked  by 
these  special  messengers,  and  the  members  of  the 
House  were  summoned  from  their  beds  to  be  brought  in 
custody  of  these  special  messengers,  before  the  House, 
to  answer  for  their  absence.  After  hearing  the  excuses 
of  two  of  these  members,  and  the  acknowledged  no  good 
reason  of  a  third,  they  were  all  excused  in  a  mass,  with- 
out payment  of  fees;  which  fees,  to  the  amount  of  two  or 
three  hundred  dollars,  have  of  course  become  a  charge 
upon  the  people,  and  to  be  paid  with  their  money. 

By  this  operation,  between  four  and  five  o'clock  of  the 
morning,  a  small  quorum  of  the  House  was  obtained, 
and,  without  any  vote  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  left  the 
chair,  which  was  resumed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union 
was  again  taken  up;  the  amendment  moved  before  the 
call  of  the  House  was  renewed,  discussed,  and  rejected; 
other  amendments'  were  proposed,  and  shared  the  same 
fate. 

About  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  motion  was  made 
that  the  committee  should  rise,  and  report  the  bills, 
when  Mr.  Adams  moved  an  amendment  to  the  eighth 
section' of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas;  to  un- 
derstand the  import  and  bearing  of  which  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  quote  the  part  of  the  section  into  which  he 
proposed  its  insertion.  In  the  following  citation,  the 
words  proposed  by  him  for  insertion  are  those  enclosed 
in  brackets. 


*<  Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd^  That  the  State  of 
Arkansas  is  admitted  into  the  Union  up<*n  the  express 
condition  that  the  people  of  the  said  State  shall  never  in- 
terfere with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  said  State,  nor  shall  they  levy  a  tax  on  any  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the  said  State;  and 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as  an  assent  by 
Congress  [to  the  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  said 
State  in  relation  to  slavery  and  the  emancipation  of 
slaves,  or]  to  all  or  any  of  the  propositions  contained  in 
the  ordinance  of  the  said  convention  of  the  people  of  Ar- 
kansas, nor  to  deprive  the  said  State  of  Arkansas  of  the 
same  grants,  subject  to  the  same  restrictions,  which  were 
made  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled 
an  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in 
certain  Territories,  approved  the  6th day  of  March,  1830." 

When  the  amendment  had  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 
and  the  question  stated*  Mr.  Adams  addressed  the  ctiair- 
man  of  the  committee  to  the  following  effect: 

Mr.  Chairman:  On  Monday  Ust  1  had  the  honor  of 
presenting  to  this  House  twenty-two  memorials  and  re- 
monstrancef),  most  of  them  numerously  signed,  by  citi- 
zens of  the  States  of  Ohio,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Twelve  of  these  memorials  were  from  the 
congressional  district  which  I  represent,  from  my  own 
constituents,  male  and  female;  for,  in  New  England  and 
elsewhere,  the  vote  of  the  men  is  the  vote  of  the  women; 
and  I  connder  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  men  who 
vote  at  my  election,  whether  for  me  or  for  any  other 
person,  as  much  my  constituents,  for  all  purposes  by 
which  I  can,  as  their  representative,  serve  them  in  this 
House,  as  if  every  individual  had  deposited  in  the  ballot- 
box  a  vote  in  my  favor. 

I  was,  then,  bound  in  duty  to  present  these  memorials 
and  remonstrances  to  the  House;  and  if  that  duty  was  of 
perfect  and  irremissible  obligation,  with  regard  to  those 
which  came  from  my  own  immediate  constituents,  I  felt 
it  as  not  less  imperative  with  regard  to  those  which,  pro- 
ceeding from  remoter  distances,  and  from  persons  en- 
tirely unknown  to  me,  carried  with  them  a  manifestation 
of  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  memorialists,  which 
it  was  not  less  my  sacred  duty  to  justify  by  a  grateful 
return. 

I  felt  it,  therefore,  my  further  duty  to  invite  the  House 
to  listen  to  these  memorials  and  remonstrances,  to  ex* 
amine  their  complaints,  and,  so  far  as  might  be  con- 
sistent with  the  duties  of  the  House  to  their  other  con- 
stituents and  to  the  nation,  to  relieve  the  complainants, 
and  to  remove  the  grievance  against  which  they  remon- 
strate. 

In  the  memorials  from  my  own  district  1  recognised 
among  the  signatures  the  names  of  persons  well  known 
to  me  as  citizens,  for  intelligence,  integrity,  and  benev- 
olence, surpassed  by  none  others  in  this  Union.  I  had 
made  inquiries  concerning  the  characters  of  others  of 
the  memorialists,  not  known  to  myself,  and  had  received 
testimonials  from  sources  entitled  to  unqualified  cre- 
dence, and  from  persons  in  nowise  fsvoring  the  purpo- 
ses of  the  memorialists;  testimonials  to  their  inte^^ity 
and  respectability  which  could  leave  in  that  respect  not 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  upon  my  mind. 

The  memorials  and  remonstrances,  differing  somewhat 
from  one  another  in  their  language  and  phraseology,  all 
complained  of  one  article  in  the  newly  formed  constitu- 
tion of  Arkanaas;  and  all  the  remonstrances  were  against 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a  slave 
State. 

The  obnoxious  article  of  the  constitution  of  Arkansas 
is  the  first  section  of  the  second  division  of  the  ninth 
article,  and  is  in  the  words  following: 
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**  Emancipation  of  slaves, 

"  Sic.  1.  The  General  Asaembly  shtll  have  no  power 
to  pus  laws  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves  without  the 
consent  of  the  owners.  They  shall  have  no  power  to 
prevent  emigrants  to  this  State  from  bringing  with  them 
such  persons  as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  Taws  of  any  one 
of  the  United  Slates.  They  shall  have  power  to  pass 
laws  to  permit  the  owners  of  slaves  to  emancipate  them, 
saving  the  rights  of  creditors,  and  preventing  them  from 
becoming  a  public  charge.  They  shall  have  power  to 
prevent  slaves  from  being  brought  to  this  State  as  mer- 
chandise, and  also  to  oblige  the  owners  of  slaves  to  treat 
them  with  humanity.*' 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot,  consistently  with  my  sense  of 
my  obligations  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
bound  by  oath  to  support  their  constitution,  I  cannot  ob- 
ject to  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union  as  a 
slave  State;  I  cannot  propose  or  agree  to  make  it  a  con- 
dition of  her  admission,  that  a  convention  of  her  people 
shall  expunge  this  article  from  hef  constitution.  She  is 
'  entitled  to  admission  as  a  slave  State,  as  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  and  Missouri,  have  been  admit- 
ted, by  virtue  of  that  article  in  the  treaty  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  Louisiana,  which  secures  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territories  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  im- 
munities, of  the  original  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  stipulates  for  their  admission,  conformably  to  that 
principle,  into  the  Union.  Louisiana  was  purchased  as 
a  country  wherein  slavery  was  the  established  law  of  the 
land.  As  Congress  have  not  power  in  time  of  peace  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  original  State^ofthe  Union,  they 
are  equally  destitute  of  the  power  in  those  parts  of 
the  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States  by 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  where  slavery  existed  at  the 
time  of  the  acquisition.  Slavery  is  in  this  Union  the 
subject  of  internal  legislation  in  the  Slates,  and  in 
peace  is  cognizable  by  Congress  only,  as  it  is  tacitly 
tolerated  and  protected  where  it  exists  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  as  it  mingles  in  their  in- 
tercourse with  other  nations.  Arkansas,  therefore, 
comes,  and  has  the  right  to  come  into  the  Union  with 
her  slaves  and  her  slave  laws.  It  is  written  in  the  bond, 
and,  however  I  may  lament  that  it  ever  was  so  written,  1 
roust  faithfully  perform  its  obligations. 

I  could  not,  therefore,  propose  or  support  the  specific 
measure  desired  by  the  memorialists,  which  was  to  im- 
pose a  restriction  upon  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, by  requiring  of  them,  as  a  condition  of  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  that  they  should  expunge  from  their 
constitution  the  article  concerning  slavery.  I  did  not 
think  it  within  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress,  under 
the  present  existing  circumstances,  to  impose  upon  the 
State  of  Arkansas  any  restriction  whatever,  with  rela- 
tion to  slavery,  in  the  formation  of  her  constitution. 
Upon  the  same  principle,  I  had  been  opposed  to  the  pro- 
posal of  restriction  upon  the  State  of  Missouri,  at  the 
time  of  the  first  Missouri  question;  for  there  were  two 
Missouri  questions,  differing  much  from  each  other,  and 
which  were  debated  at  two  successive  sessions  of  Con- 
gress. The  second  was  that  finally  adjusted  by  the 
compromise.  The  first  was  that  in  which  the  restriction 
was  proposed,  and  my  opinion  had  at  the  time  been 
freely  expressed  against  it. 

But  then  I  disapproved,  m  I  now  disapprove,  of  sla- 
very as  a  civil  institution.  As  a  citizen,  and  as  a  man, 
therefore,  I  disapprove  of  that  article  in  the  constitution 
of  Arkansas,  the  object  of  which  is  to  perpetuate  slavery. 
In  voting  for  the  acceptance  of  that  constitution,  and  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  I  do  not  hold 
myself  bound  to  approve  of  all  its  internal  regulations; 
but  doctrines  have  been  recently  broached,  and  are  now 
countenanced  by  the  transfer  of  the  lawful  possessions  of 


Michigan  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  make  it,  in  my 
judgment,  proper,  and  perhaps  necessary,  that  Con- 
gress, the  representatives  of  that  federation,  compound- 
ed partly  of  slaveholding  and  partly  of  entirely  free 
States,  should  disclaim  all  approbation  of,  or  asseilt  to, 
that  article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas.  1  propose  no 
restriction  upon  her.  I  am  content  to  receive  her  as 
one  of  the  slaveholding  States  of  this  Union;  but  I  am 
unwilling  that  -Congress,  in  accepting  her  constitution, 
should  even  lie  under  the  imputation  of  assenting  to  an 
article  in  the  constitution  of  a  State  which  withholds  from 
its  Legislature  the  power  of  giving  freedom  to  the  slave. 

In  this  very  section  of  the  bill  now  before  the  commit' 
tee,  Congress  refuse  their  assent  to  propositions,  made 
by  the  convention  of  the  people  of  Arkansas  which 
formed  their  constitution,  and  were  transmitted  with  it. 
My  proposed  amendment,  very  short  and  simple,  is  in 
perfect  accordance  and  keeping  with  the  remainder  of 
the  section,  as  it  stands  in  the  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee; and  although  1  cannot  flatter  myself  that  it  will 
be  satisfactory  to  those  of  my  constituents  and  fellow-cit- 
izens who  have  thought  proper  to  commit  their  memori- 
als and  remonstrances  to  me,  it  will  at  least  aecure  to  me 
the  consciousness  of  having  discharged  my  duty  to  them, 
to  my  country,  and  to  that  reverence  for  the  rights  of 
mankind,  which  rejects,  without  reserve,  the  principle 
that,  by  the  law  of  nature  or  of  God,-  man  can  be  the 
property  of  man. 

Upon  this  topic  I  will  not  enlarge.  Were  I  disposed 
so  to  do,  twenty  hours  of  continuous  session  huve  too 
much  exhausted  my  own  physical  strength,  and  the  fac- 
ulties as  well  as  the  indulgence  of  those  who  might  in- 
cline to  hear  me,  for  me  to  treapasa  longer  upon  their 
patience.  When  the  bill  shall  be  reported  to  the  House, 
I  may,  perhaps,  again  ask  to  be  heard,  upon  renewing 
there,  as  I  intend,  the  motion  for  this  amendment. 

[Mr.  Adavs  resumed  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Wrsa  address- 
ed the  committee.  The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr. 
Baiees,  Mr.  Cushimo,  Mr.  Hoar,  and  Mr.  Habd  of 
New  York,  and  by  Mr.  Wisi,  in  reply,  particularly,  to 
Mr.  CusBiNo.  There  was  great  disorder  and  confusion 
in  the  hall,  occasioned  chiefly  by  calls  for  order,  aud  vo- 
ciferations of  the  word  **  question.*'  Personal  reflections 
passed  between  some  of  the  members,  and  an  affair  of 
honor  aflerwards  followed  between  two  Southern  gen- 
tlemen, which  was,  however,  finally  adjusted  without 
bloodshed.  The  chairman  of  the  committee,  with  great 
and  indefatigable  exertions,  succeeded  so  far  in  restoring 
order.that  Mr.  Hoar  was  heard  with  respectful  atten- 
tion. After  he  took  his  seat,  us  the  question  was  about 
to  be  put,  Mr.  Adams  addressed  the  committee  to  the 
following  import:] 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  trou- 
bled the  committee  with  another  word  upon  the  subject 
of  my  proposed  amendment.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisx]  has  been  pleased  to  propound  to 
me  a  number  of  direct  questions,  two  or  three  of  which 
I  heard,  and  to  them  1  am  willing  to  gi^e  direct  and  ex- 
plicit answers.  For,  however  widely  I  differ  in  opinion 
from  him  on  this  and  most  other  occHsions  of  commoo 
deliberation  in  this  hall,  I  will  do  him  the  justice  which 
he  has  done  me,  and  say  that  there  is  nothing  of  indirec- 
tion or  ambiguous  giving  out  in  him.  His  course  is 
straight  forward,  and  you  may  nlways  know  where  to 
find  him.  And,  sir,  in  the  intercourse  of  public  or  pri- 
vate life,  I  hold  in  higher  esteem  an  advers^iry  of  such  a 
character,  than  the  political  vane  upon  the  steeple,  whose 
friendship  and  whose  opinions  swing  round  the  compass 
with  every  variation  of  the  winds,  and  are  steadfaiit  only 
to  the  breath  of  the  breeze. 

One  of  the  gentleman's  questions  which  I  heard  was, 
from  whence  this  amendment  came?  I  answer  him  di- 
rectly that  it  came  from  me,  and  from  me  alone,  with- 
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out  consultation  with  any  other  human  beingf.  There 
was  no  Hbolition  gunpowder  plot  in  It;  but,  in  claiming 
it  as  alt  my  own,  1  shall  not  record  a  specification  of  it 
in  the  Patent  Office  as  for  an  ingenious  invention  or  a 
profound  discovery.  It  laid  in  my  way,  and  I  took  it 
up.  A  respectable  portion  of  my  constituents,  and  many 
others  of  my  fellow-citizens,  had  charged  me  with  the 
duty  of  presenting  their  memorials  against  the  slavery 
article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas.  Multitudes  of 
others  had  intrusted  to  me  their  petitions  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Great  numbers  of  petitions,  memorials,  and 
remonstrances,  of  the  same  purport,  had  been  presented 
by  my  colleagues,  and  by  other  members  of  the  House. 
1  had  been  earnestly  solicited  to  support,  as  far  as  my 
very  slender  influence  in  this  House  might  extend,  and 
as  far  as  my  own  convictions  of  truth  and  justice  would 
admit,  the  prayer  of  those  petitions,  and  the  purpose  of 
those  remonstrances  and  memorials.  1  could  not  sup- 
port the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  I  could  not  resist  the  admission  of  Ar- 
kansas, notwithstanding  the  slavery  article  in  her  consti- 
tution, into  the  Union.  But  there  was  a  point  of  con- 
cession to  the  slaveholding  interests  of  the  South,  from 
the  representatives  of  none  but  freemen  in  this  House, 
where  it  appeared  to  me  not  only  just,  but  indispensably 
necessary,  to  stop. 

Slavery,  taking  advantage  of  political  influences, 
operated  just  at  this  time  at  the  North  upon  the  pros- 
pects of  the  presidential  election;  taking  advantage  (I 
must  say  no  very  generous  advantage)  of  that  kind, 
friendly,  and  compaasionate  feeling  of  Northern  freemen 
for  their  brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  the  slaveholder^ 
of  the  South,  which,  during  the  last  twelve  months,  had 
universally  pervaded  the  Northern  region  of  the  coun- 
try, and  urged  our  people  sometimes  even  to  riotous 
excess  against  the  peaceable,  warm-hearted,  but  honest- 
hearted  enthusiasts  of  human  liberty;  slavery,  I  say,  in 
the  confidence  of  her  temporary  reinforcement  from 
sources  foreign  to  her  own  character,  had  changed  her 
tone,  and  was  aiming  blows  of  deadly  intent  at  the  free- 
dom of  her  Northern  associate  itself.  She  had  struck  at 
the  right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  speech  in  this 
Hou<ie;  she  had  struck  at  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
at  the  freedom  of  the  post  office,  both  in  this  and  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  by  the  express  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union;  she 
had  Btruck  at  the  liberty  and  the  life  of  a  free  citizen  of 
a  Northern  State^by  demanding  that  he  should  be  de- 
livered up,  innoctrnt  of  all  offence,  as  he  was,  against 
the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  dwelt,  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  her  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy.  I  had 
seen  the  twenty-two  memorials  and  remonstrances  which 
I  had  presented,  and  many  others  of  the  same  import, 
the  miment  tht-y  had  reached  the  hands  of  the  Clerk, 
ordered  by  the  Speaker  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  without 
reading,  without  knowing  what  they  contained,  without 
the  privilege  of  being  considered,  by  a  general  stigma- 
tizing interdict,  more  insulting  than  would  have  been  an 
absolute  refusal  to  receive  them.  The  article  in  the 
constitution  of  Arkansas  cutting  off*  the  last  hope  of 
emancipation  to  the  end  of  time,  by  withholding  from 
the  Legislature  even  the  power  of  ordaining  it,  I  strong- 
ly disapproved.  The  House  had  treated  all  these  me- 
morials and  remonstrances  in  behalf  of  freedom  as  if 
they  were  afraid  to  hear  them  read,  afraid  to  look  them 
in  the  face,  afraid  even  to  squint  at  them.  In  reading 
this  eighth  section  of  the  bill  before  the  committee,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  the  amendment  which  I  offered  was 
so  congenial  to  its  spirit,  that,  if  inserted  ^t  the  place 
proposed,  it  would  appear  altogether  as  if  it  had  been  a 
part  of  the  section  as  originally  drawn  up.  The  amend- 
ment falls  infinitely  short  of  the  Missouri  restriction,  and 


is  entirely  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
itself.  Unable  as  i  was  to  propose  the  restriction  desired 
by  the  memorialists  and  remonstrants,  yet,  believing  that 
the  occasion  required  of  me  an  avowal  of  those  opinions 
and  principles,  the  only  guardians  of  the  freedom  of  my 
constituents,  I  was  desirous  of  manifesting  them  in  the 
form  the  least  offensive  possible  to  the  slaveholding 
portion  of  the  community.  I  wished  to  plant  the  stand- 
ard of  freedom  at  the  very  lowest  point  of  its  elevation, 
and,  by  conceding  to  slavery  every  thing  required  by 
the  common  compact,  yet  adhering  to  those  self-evident 
truths  proclaimed  in  the  declaration  of  independence, 
to  utter  the  minimum  of  the  sentiments  which  1  believed 
my  constituents  would  never  resign  but  with  the  last 
drop  of  their  blood.  At  every  former  period  of  our 
history,  I  should  have  expected  that  the  representatives 
of  the  slaveholding  States  in  this  House  would  readily 
have  accepted  this,  as  far  more  favorable  to  them  than 
the^  Missouri  compromise.  Now,  my  object  is  to  fulfil 
the  duty  devolved  upon  me  by  my  constituents,  and  to 
leave  the  decision  wT)eTe  it  properly  belongs.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  other  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia which  requires  an  answer  from  me,  particularly 
al\er  the  eloquent  address  of  my  colleague  behind  me 
[.Ur.  CusHiNo]  has  already  answered  them  bo  much  more 
effectually  than  I  could  have  done  myself. 

Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  inquired  whether  in  the  opinion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  if  his 
amendment  should  prevail,  the  State  of  Arkansas  would, 
by  this  bill,  be  admitted  in  the  Union  ^ 

Mr.  Adams.  Certainly,  sir.  There  is  not  in  my 
amendment  the  shadow  of  a  restriction  upon  the  State. 
It  leaves  the  State,  like  all  the  rest,  to  regulate  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  within  herself  to  her  own  laws;  and  how 
far  that  comes  short  of  the  concessions  required  from  the 
slaveholding  interest  by  the  Missouri  compromise,  it  is 
easy  to  judge  by  reference  to  the  transactions  of  that 
time;  for  in  the  act  of  6th  of  March,  1820,  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  that 
Slate  into  the  Union,  slavery  was  and  is  forever  prohibit- 
ed in  all  the  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 
States  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of 
thirty-six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude, 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
And  this  was  the  first  Missouri  compromise;  not  the  ab- 
olition, but  the  prohibition  by  Congress,  forever,  of 
slavery  in  that  portion  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  where 
it  had  not  then  penetrated.  Apd,  secondly,  when  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was  formed,  there 
was  an  article  on  the  legislative  power,  the  fourth 
clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  which,  defining  the 
powers  snd  duties  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
was  in  these  words:  "It  shall  be  their  duty,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  first,  to 
prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and 
settling  in  this  State,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever." 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  second  session  of  the  16th 
Congress  was  consumed  in  debates  whether  the  State  of 
Missouri  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  without  re- 
quiring of  her  that  this  clause  should  be  expunged  from 
her  constitution,  and  the  session  terminated  with  her 
conditional  admission,  by  a  resolution  of  2d  March,  1821, 
in  the  foUowing  words: 

**  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenlaiives 
of  the  United  States  of  Amertca,  in  Congress  assembled, 
I'hat  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  this  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  upon  the  fundamental  conditions  that  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution  submitted  on  the  part  of  the  said 
State  to  Congress,  shall  never  be  construed  to  authorize 
the  passage  of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall  be  passed 
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in  conformity  thereto,  by  which  any  citizen  of  either  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  shall  be  excluded  from  the  en- 
joyment of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immunities  to  which 
such  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States:  Provided^  That  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of 
the  said  State  to  the  said  fundamental  conditions,  and 
shall  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
or  before  the  fourth  Monday  in  November  nezt,  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  said  act;  upon  the  receipt  whereof,  the 
President,  by  proclamation,  shall  announce  the  fact; 
whereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  (he 
part  of  Congres",  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  this 
Union  shall  be  considered  as  complete. 

This  was  the  second  Missouri  compromise;  and,  con- 
■^formably  to  this  resolution,  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Missouri  did,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1821,  by  a  solemn 
public  net,  declare  the  assent  of  the  State  to  this  funda- 
mental condition.  A  copy  of  this  solemn  act  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  Prestdentof  the  United  States,  who,  after 
consultation  with  all  the  member;  of  his  administration, 
and  after  taking  from  each  one  of  them  his  opinion  in 
writing,  issued,  on  the  lOth  of  August,  1821,  his  proc- 
lamation, declaring  that  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  into  the  Union  was  complete. 

Now;  sir,  there  is  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  me 
nothing  comparable,  as  concession  from  the  slaveholding 
to  the  free  States,  to  this  Missouri  restriction.  I  pro- 
pose no  restriction  at  all.  I  simply  ask  that  my  constit- 
uents, as  parties  to  this  compact  of  admission  with  Ar- 
kansas, may  not  be  constructively  held  to  have  gpven 
their  assent  to  this  perpetuation  of  slavery,  placing  it 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  legislative  authority. 

And  this  reservation  is  entirely  conformable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  That  in- 
strument,  containing  in  four  different  places  arrange- 
ments having  reference  to  slavery,  does  not,  in  any  one 
of  them,  recognise  the  existence  of  slavery  or  of  slaves; 
neither  of  the  words  is  to  b^  found  throughout  (he  con- 
stitution. Its  founders  were  unwilling  that  the  frame  of 
Government,  ordained  expressly  by  (he  people,  to  se- 
cure to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity  the  ble&sings  of 
liberty,  should  be  polluted  even  by  the  name  of  slavery. 
Thus,  when  they  provided  that  the  slaveholders  should 
enjoy  that  most  extraordinary  privilege  of  representation 
of  the  persons  of  their  slaves  in  this  hall,  they  adopted  a 
circumlocution,  and,  after  enumerating  free  persons 
those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  Indians 
not  taxed,  including  every  description  of  human  beinf^s, 
slaves  alone  excepted,  then  endowed  their  masters  with 
the  right  of  representation  fur  three  fifths  of  «all  other 
persons." 

Thus,  in  (he  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  which 
denied  to  Congress  the  power,  prior  to  the  year  1808,  of 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  that  detestable  traflic  was 
described,  not  by  its  proper  name,  but  under  the  gentle 
denomination  of  <Mhe  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
proper  to  admit." 

Again:  the  second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which 
stipulates  for  the  arrest  and  deli  vet  y  up  of  fugitive 
slaves,  does  not  name  them  as  such.  It  says:  •<  No  per- 
son held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of 
any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such 
service  or  labor,- but  shall  be  delivered  up,  on  claim  of 
the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  Nbor  may  be  due." 

And,  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article,  it  is 
provided  that  the  United  States  shall,  on  the  application 
of  the  Legislature  or  of  (he  Executive  of  any  one  of  the 
States,  protect  the  same  against  domestic  violence;  an 
expression,  if  not  exclusively  confined  to  "tervile  insur- 
rection, undoubtedly  selected  with  special  and  emphat- 
ic reference  to  it. 


In  no  one  of  these  four  passages  are  slaves  recognised 
as  property.  In  the  first  three,  where  the  reference  to 
them  is  direct,  they  are  expressly  designated  as  per- 
sons-^persons  to  be  represented  in  Congress,  not  by 
themselves,  but  by  the  votes  of  their  masters;  persons 
«hom  the  then  existing  States  might  think  proper  to 
admit;  persons  held  to  service  or  labor,  to  be  delivered 
up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor 
may  be  due.  Not  only  is  there  no  recognition  of  slaves 
as  property,  not  only  are  they  constantly  referred  to  as 
persons,  but  in  every  instance  they  are  so  described  that 
the  engagement  contracted  with  relation  to  them  might 
be  applicable  to  classes  of  persons  other  than  slaves;  and 
this  studious  uniformity  of  language  throughout  the  whole 
constitution  could  only  arise  from  the  determination  to 
exclude  from  it  any  acknowledgment  of  slavery,  as  form- 
ing a  component  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 

It  was  in  this  spirit  of  mutual  coricession  and  concilia- 
tion that  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  formed 
and  adopted,  and  it  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  offer  the 
amendment  now  before  the  committee.  I  will  trespass 
no  longer  upon  their  indulgence,  but  will  sgbmit  a  few 
observations  more  upon  the  subject,  when  the  bill  shall 
be  reported  to  the  House. 

Note.— The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Adams  was 
rejected  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  a  vote  of  o2  to 
90.  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vermont,  afterwards  moved  another 
amendment  relating  to  the  slavery  articles,  which  was 
also  rejected;  and  the  bill  was  reporte<l  without  amend- 
ment to  the  House.  On  Monday,  the  loth  of  June,  it 
was  taken  up,  according  to  (he  cus(omary  usage-,  for 
consideration  in  the  House.  Immediately  after  the  bill 
had  been  read,  Mr.  Adams  sent  to  the  Chair  the  same 
amendment  that .  he  had  offered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  remained  standing  till  it  should  be  read, 
and  the  question  upon  it  should  be  stated  by  the  Speak- 
er, intending  to  address  the  House  in  support  of  if. 
Immediately  af\er  the  amendment  was  read,  and  when 
the  question  had  not  been  stated,  Mr.  Willtams,  of 
Kentucky,  rose  and  moved  the  previous  question.  Mr. 
Adams  denied  the  right  of  this  gentleman  to  make  that 
motion  at  that  time;  he  (Mr.  A.)  being,  by  the  rules  and 
usages  of  the  House,  entitled  to  the  floor.  7*he  Speak- 
er, fully  aware  that  this  claim  was  indisputable,  said: 
**The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  proceed." 
Mr.  Williams  insisted  upon  the  demand  for  the  previ- 
ous question;  and  the  Speaker,  who,  not  half  a  minute 
before,  had  called  upon  Mr.  Adams  to  proceed,  now  de- 
cided that  Mr.  Williams  wms  entitled  tt»  it,  and  that  the 
previous  question  should  be  put.  From  this  decision 
Mr.  Adams  appealed,  and  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 
was  sustained  by  the  following  vote:  Yeas  97,  nays  87. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  expressly  pre- 
scribes that  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either 
House,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one  fif'ih 
of  those  present,  he  entered  on  (he  journal.  The  eflect 
of  (he  above  decision  was  to  annul,  for  the  occasion,  that 
provision  of  the  consiituiion  of  the  United  States.  By 
allowing  a  men»bcr  to  move  the  previous  question,  after 
Mr.  Adams  had  sent  his  amendment  to  the  Chair,  and 
after  it  bad  been  read,  but  before  the  Spe;«ker  had  stir- 
ted,  as  was  his  duty  to  do,  the  queation  upon  the  amend- 
ment, he  deprived  Mr.  Adams  of  his  constitutional  right 
of  having  the  question  upon  his  amendment  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.  The  previous  question  was  put  and  car- 
ried. The  main  question  w:is  upon  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  for  the  third  reading;  and  by  another  previous 
question  at  the  third  reading,  on  the  same  day,  the  bill 
was  passed. 

The  next  morning,  June  14,  Mr.  Adams  was  accident- 
ally detained  from  the  House,  so  (hat  he  wa«  not  pres- 
ent at  the  reading  of  the  journal.     Upon  examining,  in 
i  the  course  of  the  day,  the  manuscript  of  that  record,  he 
Digitized  by  VjrVj 


4687 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


4688 


H.  OF  R.] 


Jdmission  of  Jrkaruas, 


[Jove,  1836. 


found  tliat  the  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
upon  his  proposed  snoendnient,  is  first  made  upon  the 
Clerk's  minutes  for  the  journal,  had  been  so  altered,  by 
erasures  and  substitutions,  that  the  decision  of  the  Speak- 
er, and  the  vote  of  yeas  and  nays,  were  made  to  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  Journal  different  from  the  fact. 

The  original  statement  on  the  minutes  for  the  journal 
was  in  these  words; 

**  Mr.  Adams  objected  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Williams 
to  the  floor  [to  move  the  prevtuus  question,  or  to  make 
any  other  motion,  and  stated]  that  he  had  not  yielded  the 
floor,  after  having  submitted  his  motion  to  amend,  but 
had  remained  standing,  [and  waiting  the  reading  of  the] 
amendment,  [and  the  stating  the  question  thereon,  with 
the  intention  of  speaking  to  the  said  amendment."] 

This  statement  was  conformable  to  the  fact^  but  the 
journal,  which  is  made  up  under  the  direction  of  tlie 
Speaker,  was  so  altered,  that  all  the  words  here  printed 
in  brackets  were  scored  out  with  a  pen,  and  the  journal 
was  made  to  read  thus: 

**  Mr.  Adams  objected  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Williams 
to  the  floor,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not  yielded  the 
floor  after  having  submitted  his  motion  to  amend,  but 
had  remained  standing,  whilst  the  Clerk  was  reading  his 
amendment." 

By  this  alteration,  the  material  part  of  the  ground  upon 
which  Mr.  Adams's  objection  to  Mr.  Williams's  right 
then  to  move  the  previous  question  had  been  stated  by 
him,  was  suppressed;  his  reference  to  that,  which  was 
the  duty  of  the  Speaker  himself,  the  statement  of  the 
question  upon  the  amendment  was  suppressed;  and  the 
Speaker's  own  decision  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Mr. 
Williams,  and  against  the  right  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
floor^  appears  materially  different  on  the  journal  from 
what  it  was  in  fact.  Upon  Mr.  Adams's  appeal  from  the 
decision,  a  majority  only  of  ten  votes  sustained  the 
Speaker.  Had  the  statement  of  Mr.  Adami's  objection, 
and  the  ground  of  his  appeal,  been  suffered  to  remain 
on  the  journal  as  they  had  been  entered  on  the  Clerk's 
minutes,  the  journal  would  have  been  a  record  of  the  fact. 

After  discovering  this  alteration  of  the  journal,  so  es- 
sentially difl'ering  from  the  feet,  Mr.  Adams,  before  the 
adjournment  that  evening,  mentioned  it  to  the  House; 
and  the  next  morning,  the  i5th  of  June,  exhibited  the 
fcfattment  to  the  House  of  the  origin^  minutes  of  the 
journal,  and  of  the  alterations  made  by  the  direction  of 
the  Speaker.  And  as  the  suppressed  p^rts  of  the  origin- 
al  minutes  were  the  material  parts  of  his  own  grounds  of 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker,  he  moved  that 
the  journal  of  the  13th  should  he  restored,  conformably 
to  the  original  m'nutes  of  the  Clerk.  This  motion  was 
rejected,  after  debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  chiefly  upon 
the  ground  that  the  journal  is  amendable  only  at  the  time 
when  it  is  read.  But  the  fact  of  the  grounds  of  Mr. 
AnAM&'s  appeal  from  the  Speaker's  decision,  misstated 
in  ihe  journal  of  the  13th,  is  rectifier)  by  the  entry  of  Mr. 
AnAM8*s  motion  to  amend  the  journal  of  the  I3th  upon 
the  journal  of  the  15th. 

Extrads  from  i  fie  Journal  of  the  House  nf  ffeprcicnlaiives 
of  the  United  Sialea, 
Mokdat,  June  13. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ihc 
hill  from  the  Senate  (No.  178}  entitled  <*an  act  for  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and 
to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  law.«  of  the  Uni- 
te d  States  within  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  to  amend 
the  said  bill  by  inserting,  in  the  8(h  section  thereof,  after 
the  word  '*  Congrcfis,"  these  W(»rd8,  viz:  '*  to  the  article 
in  the  constituiitm  of  the  said  State  relating  to  slavery, 
and  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  or" — so  as  to  cause  tl  e 
paragraph  in  said  section  to  read,  **and  nothing  n  this 


act  contained  shall  be  construed  as  an  assent  by  Congress 
to  the  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  said  State  relating 
(o  slavery,  and  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  or  to  all  or 
any  of  the  propositions  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  the 
convention  of  the  people  of  Arkansas,"  &c. 

The  said  amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  and  addressed  the 
Chair,  and  moved  the  previous  question.     . 

Mr.  Adams  objected  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Williams  to 
the  floor,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not  yielded  the 
floor,  afler  having  submitted  his  motion  to  amend,  but 
had  remained  standing  whilst  the  Clerk  was  reading  his 
amendment. 

The  Speaker  decided  that,  as  Mr.  Adams  did  not  claim 
the  floor  until  af^er  Mr.  Williams  had  addreased  the 
Chair  and  made  his  motion,  and  the  question  thereon  had* 
been  stated,  he  (Mr.  Adams)  had  lost  his  right  to  the 
floor,  and  that  Mr.  Williams  was  entitled  to  the  same. 

From  thisdtcision  Mr.  Adams  took  an  appeal  to  the 
House,  when  the  previous  question  on  the  appeal  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Buuldin;  and  being  demanded  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present, 

The  said  previous  question  was  put,  viz:  shall  the 
main  question  be  now  put?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  109,  nays  80. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz:  shall  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House .^  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  97,  nays  87. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifth  of  the 
members  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

Messrs.  Bean,  Boon,  Buuldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Burn)*,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Nathaniel  11.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Dickson,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield,  Fanin,  French,  Fry,  tVil- 
liam  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Grant- 
land,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Haroer,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
llawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Huntsman, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Juhn- 
son,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Judson,  Kilgore, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leon- 
ard, Log^n,  Loyall,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  William  Ma- 
son, Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLenc, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reyn- 
olds, Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shields,  Sickles, 
Speight,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwcll,  Webster,  Weeks, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  S.  Williams— 97. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adamo,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ash,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  George  Chambers, 
John  Chambers,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Deberry,  Denny,  Doubleday,  Evarts,  Eterett, 
P.  C.  Fuller,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Hender- 
son, Miesler,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  In- 
gersoll,  Wm.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Henry  John- 
son, Laportc,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke,  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Job  Maim,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Morris^  Muhtei)- 
berg,  Parker,  D.J.  Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pclligrc*-, 
Phillips,  Pottii,  Reed,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Ru»ell,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Siade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer, 
Storer,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Vinton,  W^ashington, 
While,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  Wise— 87. 

Wkdnksdat,  June  15,  1836. 
By  consent,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  John  Quincy 
Adams,  that  the  entry  in  the  Journal  of  Monday,  the  13th 
instanS  which  rea's  thus:  #      r^r^r^ir:,. 
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Foriification  BiU. 


[H.  or  R. 


'*  Mr.  Adams  objected  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Williams  to 
the  floor,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not  yielded  the  floor 
after  having  submitted  his  motion  to  amend,  but  had  re- 
muined  standing  whilst  the  Clerk  was  reading  bis  amend- 
ment"— be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

**  Mr.  Adams  objected  to  the  right  of  Mr.  Williams  to 
the  floor  to  move  the  previous  question,  or  to  make  any 
other  motion,  and  stated  that  he  had  not  yielded  the  floor 
after  having  submitted  his  motion  to  amend,  but  had  re- 
mained^standing,  awaiting  the  reading  of  the  amendment, 
and  stating  the  question  thereon,  with  the  intention  of 
speaking  to  the  said  amendment." 
And  after  debate. 

Hie  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Cambrel- 
eng,  and  demanded  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 
The  said  previous  question  was  put,  viz:  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put;  and  passed  in  the  aflfirmative.  The 
main  question  was  then  put,  viz:  Will  the  House  agree 
to  the  amendment  to  the  journal  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
Adams^  and  passed  in  the  negative:  Yeas  59,  nays  110. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  flfth  of  the 
members  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 
Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Borden,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Claik,  Corwin,  Darlington, 
Denny,  Evans,  Pbilo  C.  Fuller,  Granger,  Graves,  Gren- 
nell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Haztl- 
tine,  Hiester,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes, 
Lawrence,  Loke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job  Mann, 
Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Morris, 
Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Heed,  Uencher,  Robertson, 
Russell,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Spangler,  Stan- 
defer,  Steele,  Slorer,  Waddy  Thompson,  White,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Wise— 59. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 
Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Cbaney,  Chapman,  Nathaniel  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Deberry,  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Duubleday,  Dromgoole, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Ful- 
ler, Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Gray- 
son, Joseph,  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Har- 
rison, Haynes,  Henderson,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Huntsman,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benja- 
min Jones,  Lune,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua 
Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyitll,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Mau- 
ry, McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Roane,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B  Shepard,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Speight,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Turrill,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Webster,  Weeks,  Sberrod  Williams— 110. 

Houss  OF  Refresezttatives,  Mat  18 — 23. 

Sptcek  ofyiv,  FuRESTXB,  of  Tennesiee,  an  the  Ihrtificatum 
Bdl, 
Mr.  Chairman:  It  is  seldom  [  consume  the  time  of  this 
House;  but  1  feel  called  on,  owing  to  the  wide  range  of 
the  debate,  especially  by  the  three  gentlemen  from  the 
city  of  New  York,  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  ihe  commit- 
tee for  a  short  time.     The  bill  under  consideration  pro- 
poses, not  only  the  ordinary  annual  appropriations  for 
completing  the  fortifications  already  commenced,  but 
extraordinary  ones  to  accomplish  that  object  and  other 
purposes^  and  the  debate  has  extended  to  the  whole 
naval  and  military  defences  of  the  country.     1  hope  it 
VuL.  XII.— 294 


will  not  be  deemed  improper  in  me,  following  the  ex- 
ample set  me  by  more  experienced  politicians,  to  give 
my  views  of  the  system  of  defence  now  proposed.     One 
class  of  politicians  are  fur  disposing  of  the  whole  surplus 
revenue  fur  these  objects,  which  makes  the  amount  of 
the  surplus  the  first  important  inquiry;  this  will  amount 
at  the  end  of  the  present  year  to  about  fifty  millions  of 
dollars.     I  am  opposed  to  this  wild,  extravagant,  profuse, 
and  profligate  expenditure   of  the  public  money,  the 
principal  portion  of  which  is  collected  by  an  indirect  tax 
upon  the  labor  and  industry  of  the  country — from  those 
who  sustain  themselves  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and 
who  should  receive  the  protection  and  encouragement 
of  the   Government,  instead  of  its  oppression.      The 
amount  of  money  thus  collected  by  this  Government 
alone,  under  the  tariff  laws,  which  is  a  tax  upon  every 
thing  purchased  from  the  merchant— even  salt  and  iron, 
the  very  necessaries  of  life— and  the  sale  of  public  lands 
last  year,  was  upwards  of  thirty-four  and  a  half  millions 
of  dollars.     The  population  of  the  United  States  at  pres- 
ent,  including  male  and  female,  old  and  young,  white 
and  black,  is  something  like  fifteen  millions;  this  divided 
into  thirty-four  and  a  half  millions  makes  two  dollars  and 
thirty  cents  collected  last  year  from  each  individual  by 
this  Government;  and  a  man  with  a  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren, on  the  supposition  that  each  person  paid  an  equal 
proportion,  was  taxed  in  one  year  sixteen  dollars  and 
ten  cents.     Were  a  direct  tax  of  this  enormous  amount 
levied  on  our  industrious  farmers,  were  it  presented  by 
tax  collectors,  their  indignation  could  not  be  suppressed; 
yet  they  pay  this  amount,  by  indirect  means,  without  a 
murmur;  in  fact,  it  is  done  without  knowing  the  amount 
thus  extorted  from  them;  even  the  most  intelligent  men 
in  the  community  do  not  know  the  tax  they  pay  on  each 
article  they  purchase  from  the  merchant,  as  it  is  inclu- 
ded with  the  cost  and  profit  on  the  goods.  Our  State  in- 
stitutions levy  their  taxes  directly;    they    send  their 
sheriflTs  and  collectors  round  among  the  people;  and  all 
that  is  thus  collected  is  paid,  in  addition  to  the  large 
amount  above  spoken  of.     The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, at  the  beginning  of  this  session  of  Congress,  estima- 
ted the  revenue  of  the  present  year  at  between  nineteen 
and  twenty  millions;  since  that  time,  we  have  received 
the  returns  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  upwards 
of  eleven  millions  are  actually  paid  into  the  Treasury. 
In  addition  to  this.  Congress  at  the  present  session  pass- 
ed a  law  (not  with  my  consent)  loaning  about  four  and 
a  half  millions  to  the  merchants  and  citizens  of  New 
York,  in  consequence,  as  it  was  alleged,  of  the  destruc- 
tive fire  in  that  place  during  the  past  winter;  but  for 
that  law,  fifteen   millions  and  a  half  would  have  been 
collected  in  three  months;  within  four  millions  of  the 
estimate  of  the  Secretary  for  the  whole  year.     Thus  it 
will  be  seen,  the  whole  revenue  for  the  la&t  year  and  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year,  actually  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
was  forty-five  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars;  and,  but  for 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  New  York,  would 
have  been  fifty  millions.     If  the  last  three  quarters  of 
this  year  equal  the  first,  (that  is,  average  eleven  millions,) 
there  will  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
present  >  ear  thirty-three*  millions  more;  making,  in  all, 
forty-four  millions  for  the  year  1836.     But,  as  it  is  not 
probable  that  so  enormous  a  sum  should  be  collected  in 
one  year,  1  will  e&timate  the  probable  amount  of  the 
three  remaining  quarters  at  twenty-six  millions;  this,  add- 
ed to  (he  actual  receipts  of. the  last  anfl  the  first  quar- 
ter of  this  year,  makes  seventy.one  and  a  half  millions; 
add  to  this  the  New  York  loan  of  four  and  a  half  millions, 
and  you  have  seventy-six  millions  collected  in  two  years; 
but  should  the  three  remaining  quarters  of  this  year  equal 
the  first,  to  wit,  eleven  millions  per  quarter,  you  will  have 
eighty-three  millions.     The  charter  of  the  Bank  cf  the 
United  States  having  expired,  and  the  Government  own* 
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ing  seven  mUlions  of  the  stock,  and  consequently  enti- 
tled to  the  profits,  this  item  may  be  safely  estimated  at 
seven  and  a  half  millions;  this,  added  to  the  seventy-siz 
millions,  the  lower  estimate  for  the  last  and  present 
years,  will  make  eighty-three  and  a  half  millions;  or 
which,  added  to  the  tighty-three  millions,  the  higher 
estimate,  will  give  you  ninety  and  a  half  millions.  The 
estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  ordinary 
tnd  extraordinary  appropriations  for  the  present  year  is 
twenty-three  miliiuns  of  dollars—eight  millions  more 
than  is  necessary  for  ordinary  purposes;  add  to  this,  three 
millions  for  Indian  hostilities,  four  and  a  half  millions 
loaned  to  the  ciiizens  of  New  York,  seven  millions  to 
carry  into  effect  treaties  recently  made  with  the  Chero- 
kees  and  other  tribes  of  Indians,  making  in  all  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  millions;  this  amount  deducted  from 
eighty-three  and  a  half*  millions,  the  lower  estimate, 
leaves  a  balance  of  forty-six  millions;  or  from  ninety  tnd 
a  half  m'Jlio  s,  the  higher  estimate,  leaves  s  balance  of 
fifty-three  millions,  which  will  be  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  the  present  year,  after  paying  all  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  tip  to 
that  period.  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bek- 
TON,]  one  of  ihe  leaders  of  the  friends  of  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  with  his  approbation,  no  doubt,  introduced  a 
resolution  early  in  the  present  session,  pledging  the 
Government  to  appropriate  this  enormous  sum  of  money, 
together  with  the  ten  millions  in  the  Secretary's  estimate 
of  twenty-three  millions,  to  fortifications  and  increase  of 
the  navy  alone,  and  claimed  it  as  a  measure  of  the  ad- 
ministration; meaning  thereby  that  this  wild  and  extrav- 
agant scheme  of  expending  the  public  money  met  the 
approbation  of  the  President;  and  denounced  every  one 
as  an  enemy  of  the  administration  and  the  country  who 
dared  to  raise  his  voice  against  this  mad  proposition. 
The  manner  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  on  this  occa- 
sion, displayed  as  much  self-conceit,  and  a  disposition  as 
tyrannical,  as  the  most  despotic  monarchs  of  the  earlh. 
1  couKI  not  believe  that  a  measure  so  well  calculated  to 
overturn  the  free  institutions  of  our  country,  and  build 
up  a  despotism  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  freedom,  could 
bave  the  sanction  of  the  President;  yet  it  was  proclaim- 
ed to  the  world  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  a 
favorite  measure  of  his.  Had  this  wild  scheme  succeed- 
er',  it  would  have  been  the  entering-wedge  or  corner- 
stone of  a  8}  stem  of  defence  which  would  have  cost  per 
annum  more  than  fif\y  milUons  of  dollars  to  keep  it  up, 
and  given  us  a  standing  army  of  more  than  one  hundred 
thousand  men  to  man  our  ships  of  war  and  fortifications. 
This  proposition  was  so  abhorrent  to  every  republican 
sentiment  in  which  1  have  been  educated,  that  I  could 
not  give  it  my  sanction,  even  if  the  Father  of  his  Coun- 
try had  risen  from  his  grave  and  recommended  it. 

Standing  armies  are  instruments  used  by  tyrants  to 
enalave  and  oppress  their  people.  Monarchs  are  com- 
pelled to  have  them  to  sustain  their  unjust  tyranny 
against  the  indign;ition  of  their  subjects  groaning  under 
oppressive  taxes  and  unrighteous  exactions.  Nothing 
but  force  can  suppress  the  noble  love  of  liberty  engen- 
dered in  the  human  bo&om  by  our  Creator.  Man  is 
born  to  be  free;  and  nothing  but  force  or  fraud  can  de- 
prive him  of  that  inestimable  blessing.  We  therefore 
find  him  always  ready  to  assert  his  r'ghls  when  he  sees 
the  least  pro:>pect  of  success;  hence  we  see,  in  all  mo- 
narchical Govcj-nmcnts,  a  perpetual  contention  between 
liberty  on  one  side,  and  tyranny  on  the  other;  or  be- 
tween the  t}rant  and  his  minions  who  oppress-,  and  the 
citizens  who  are  the  unfdrtunate  instruments  of  iheir 
oppression.  The  interests  of  standing  armies  arc  always 
idei.tificd  with  the  G  vtrnm^nt,  on  which  they  arc  de- 
pendent for  their  pay,  su*>8'stence,  and  honor's  and  at 
war  with  the  rights  aiul  privileges  of  the  people— in  fact 
supported  by  their  indus'ry  and  labor;  so  that  the  hand 


that  oppresses  is  fed  and  sustained  by  the  unfortunate 
victims  of  their  oppression.     Standing  armies  are  the 
bane  of  free  institutions;  and  are  diametrically  opposed 
to  the  genius  of  liberty.     If  man  is  capable  of  self-gov- 
ernment, which  is  our  polar  star,  or  i\\e  fundamental 
principle  of  ou^  free  institutions,  he  needs  no  standing 
army  to  force  oim  into  subjection  to  laws  of  his  own 
making;  if  the  Government  be  just,   and  enact   laws 
founded  upon  the  eternal  principles  of  right,   be  will 
sacrifice  his  life  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  his  country. 
In  a  Government  like  ours,  where  all  power  is  vested  in 
the  people,  no  such  auxiliary  of  oppression  is  necessary. 
Here'the  citizen  and  the  soldier  should  always  meet  in 
the  same  person;  and  those  who  regulate  the  ballot-box 
and  control  the  legislation  of  the  country  should  be  the 
persons,  if  circumstances  require,  to  march  to  the  tent- 
ed fields  whenever  her  rights,  honor,  or  interests,  arc 
assailed.    Our  past  history  proves  to  us  and  the  world 
that  the  militia  of  our  country  are  a  safe  reliance  in  the 
hours  of  peril  and  danger.     Sir,  by  whom  have  those 
victories  been  achieved  which  raised  such  a  halo  of  gl(»ry 
around  our  country?    Not  by  standing  armies,  but  the 
militia,  our  free  citizens,  who,  prompted  by  the  noble 
workings  of  patriotism  and  courage,  flocked  to  the  stand- 
ard of  their  country,  and  rushed  to  the  battle-field,  de- 
termined to  conquer  or  die.     The  victory  thus  achieved 
by  the  free  citizens  of  my  native  State  stands  unrivalled 
and  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world.     Search 
the  annals  of  our  country,  and  I  defy  any  man  to  show 
me  a  victory  equally  brilliant  and  successful  accomplish- 
ed by  our  regular  troops.     With  these  facts  staring  us  in 
the  face,  in  a  Government  where  every  free  man  is  a 
soldier,  why  should  we  ad-pt  the  -wild  scheme  of  Mr. 
Benton,   and  create  a  privileged  class,   inefficient  in 
times  ot  peril,  to  fatten  upon  the  industry  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  finally  subvert  the  liberties  of  our  country?- 
Sir,  if  we  wish  to  hand  down  to  our  posterity  the  sacred 
boon  of  freedom  pure  as  we  received  it  from  the  hands 
of  our  forefathers,  we  must  lift  our  voices  agsinst  these 
mad  schemes  of  legislating  into  existence  privileged 
classes  and  standing  armies,  and  let  equality  and  justice 
be  our  watchwords,  and  our  patriotic  citizens  will  rally 
around  their  standard,  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  its 
defence.     In  contemplating  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BKMT02r,]and  the  awful  con- 
sequences that  would  have  resulted,  had  it  been  a-*opted, 
I  am  amazed  at  the  boldness  and  recklessness  of  bis 
scheme.     Sir,  it  wo\ild   have  placed  our  Government 
upon  a  precipice,  with  vo-canoes  bursting  beneath  its 
foundations,  which  would  have  overturned  and  destroyed 
it.     But  we  have  been  rescued  from  these  perils  anil 
dangers  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States.     1  thank  them  both,  in  behalf  of  my- 
self, my  constituents,  and  my  country,  for  the  able  and 
manly  stand  taken  by  them  against  this  extravagant  prop, 
osition.     The  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President,  in  an  argument,  able,  lucid,  and  over- 
whelming, showing  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  history 
of  other  Governments,  and  the  true  situation  and  interest 
of  his  own,  has,  I  hope,  settled  this  dangerous  question 
forever.     It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  had  not  gone  fur- 
ther, and  carried  out  in  detail,  in  every  particular,  the 
general  principles  which  he  so  ably  advocated.     But,  in 
the  language  of  a  distinguished  Senator  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  KivG,]  whom  I  am  proud  to  except  from  the  Van 
tluren  rank?,  on  this  subject,  <*  he  bad  to  yield  aome- 
thing  to  his  friends.''     1  regret,  in  making  this  great 
sacrifice  to  conciliate  his  friends,  he  should  recommend 
the  appropriation  of  money  wh'ch  he  himself  had  sliown 
most  clearly  to  be  improper  and  unnecessary.     I,  how- 
ever, inust  again  repeat,  that  I  tender  him  my  thanks 
for  what  \r%  did;  for,  sanctioned  as  his  course  was  by  the 
high  character  of  the  President,  it  compelled  the  Senator 
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from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BKjrrov,]  and  his  friends,  to  aban- 
don his  road  and  destructive  scheme,  notwithstanding  he 
had  claimed  it  as  an  administration  measure,  and  relied 
upon  tlie  reputation  of  the  President  for  its  success.  Sir, 
it  is  difficult  to  tell  what  ifi  an  administration  measure  at 
the  present  time:  every  scheme,  however  detrimental  to 
the  interest  of  the  country,  which  meets  the  views  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  and  is  brought  forward  by  one  of  his  adhe- 
rents, is  claimed  as  an  administration  measure.  We  have 
seen  that  the  profligate  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bkntoit,]  notwithstanding  his  pomp  and 
parade  in  the  Senate  about  its  being  an  administration 
measure,  did  not  meet  the  approbation  of  the  President, 
and  that  he,  in  his  denunciation  of  every  body  that  op- 
posed it  as  being  opposed  to  the  administration  and  the 
country,  was  denouncing  the  President  as  its  head,  or, 
in  oilier  words,  claiming  that  Martin  Van  Buren  was  the 
administration,  and  trying  to  practise  a  fraud  upon  the 
people,  by  presenting  his  claim  under  false  colors  and 
a  false  name.  What  I  now  understand  by  the  friends  of 
.Mr.  Van  Buren,  when  they  speak  of  an  administration 
measure,  is,  that  the  proposition  meets  the  viewn,  not 
of  the  President,  but  of  the  Vice  President  only.  A 
stranger  visiting  Congress,  and  hearing  those  gentle- 
men setting  forth  the  claims  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  whose 
name  they  never  mention,  but  call  him  the  administra- 
tion, would  imagine  General  Jackson  was  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency  the  third  time.  The  newspapers  through 
the  country,  advocating  his  claims,  pursue  the  same 
course!  and  he  who  dares  to  raise  his  voice  against  any 
of  these  absurd  and  ridiculous  propositions,  is  denounced 
as  an  enemy  of  the  administration,  though  General  Jack- 
.son  may  have  opposed  them  all  his  life,  and  still  stand  in 
opposition  to  them.  The  timid  friends  of  the  President 
were  awed  into  silence  by  the  bold  and  reckless  manner 
of  the  Vice  President's  friends,  upon  the  abominable 
and  absurd  scheme  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  No 
sooner  did  they  find  they  could  not  obtain  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Pi  evident,  than  the  whole  party  became 'en- 
lightened on  the  subject,  and  abandoned  it  themselves; 
even  the  Senator  himself,  after  gasconading  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  like  Goliath  over  the  stripling  Uavid, 
consented  to  become  the  executioner  of  his  own  wild, 
mad  scheme. 

But,  sir,  no  sooner  was  this  proposition  abandoned 
than  three  oliiers  are  immediately  introduced,  by  the 
friends  of  the  Vice  President,  to  dispose  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  of  a  character  not  less  objectionable  in  princi- 
ple than  thst  of  Mr.  Benton,  though  far  less  dangerous 
to  the  free  institutions  of  the  country— I  mean  the  prop- 
ositions of  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Wright  of  New  York,  and 
that  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  The  Senator 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Grubtdt]  proposes  that  all  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  or  a  large  portion  of  it,  bbould  be  given  to 
those  compaoies  in  the  different  Stales  which  have  rail- 
roads completed  and  in  operation,  upon  condition  that 
they  will  consent  to  carry  the  mail  and  transport  the 
property  and  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  give  a 
mortgage  to  the  United  States  upon  the  road,  to  insure 
the  execution  of  the  above  condition.  That  amount  is 
proposed  to  be  given  to  each,  which,  at  six  per  centum, 
the  interest  will  make  a  sum  equal  to  what  is  now  paid 
for  transporting  the  mail.  Fur  instance,  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  from  this  city  to  Baltimore  is  twelve 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  which  would  require  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  given  to  the  company, 
and  that  too  forever,  provided  they  complied  with  tile 
above  condition;  for  this  sum,  at  six  per  centum,  will 
make  the  twelve  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  is 
the  old  federal  doctrine  of  internal  improvement,  and 
forming  alliances  with  irresponsible  cprporations,  in  its 
most  odious  shape.  Sir,  it  will  be  the  most  unjust  and 
unequal  law  that  was  ever  passed  by  Congress,  should  it 


take  effect.  The  whole  sum  would  be  expended  in  the 
Eastern  States,  where  the  country  is  in  a  high  state  of 
improvement,  and  where  they  need  it  least;  while  those 
sections  of  the  cminlry  that  have  least  capital  and  but 
little  improvement  would  not  get  a  dollar;  thus  con- 
tributing to  the  rich  abundance  of  those  odious  monopo- 
lies out  of  the  hard  earnings  of  the  people,  and,  by  that 
means,  make  the  rich  richer  and  impoverish  the  poor 
and  unfortunate.  Sir,  I  look  upon  this  proposition  wilh 
abhorrence  and  disgust,  because  it  would  operate  as  a  tax 
upon  my  constituents,  for  the  benefit  of  the  purse-proud 
and  rich.  The  revenue  of  the  United  States  is  collected 
from  every  citizen  within  our  widely  extended  territory; 
the  high,  the  low,  the  rich,  and  the  poor,  all  contribute 
their  due  proportion;  and  therefore  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  is  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  its  bene- 
fits. As  our  Government  sets  out  with  the  principle  that 
all  our  citizens  are  free  and  equal,  the  principle  should 
be  carried  out  in  its  burdens  and  its  benefits.  When  it 
was  found  by  the  party  that  this  unjust  proposition  of. 
Mr.  GrunJy  could  not  succeed,  the  Senator  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Whiobt]  brought  forward  a  scheme  to  absorb 
the  whole  surplus  revenue.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Wbioht]  was  still  more  de- 
grading, to  my  mind;  he  proposed  that  the  whole  surplus 
revenue  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  sinking  fund,  that  they  might  enter  the 
maiket,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  and  gamble  in 
btocks.  Sir,  we  have  individual  btock  jobbers  and  gam- 
blers enough  in  the  United  States,  without  placing  this 
great  and  mighty  nation,  the  freest  on  earth,  upon  an 
equality  with  them.  The  idea  of  making  our  nation  % 
gambling  machine  is  too  loathsome  and  degrading  to 
dwell  on  with  patience.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
finding  that  this  scheme  would  meet  with  the  same  fate 
as  the  two  former — be  unsuccessful — the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  proposed  that  we  should  pay  all  the 
liquidated  debts  to  rich  merchants  and  thirsty  specula- 
tors, due  to  our  own  citizens  from  foreign  Governments, 
for  spoliations  committed  by  the  citizens  of  those  Gov- 
ernments on  the  property  of  our  own.  Would  it  not  be 
more  charitable,  benevolent,  and  just,  to  pay  the  debts 
of  our  own  citizens,  from  whom  the  surpUis  has  been 
collected,  than  the  debts  of  these  foreigners?  What! 
the  United  States  step  forward  and  pay  the  debt  of  a 
foreign  Government;  and  that,  too,  out  of  the  public 
Treasury,  collected  by  the  toils  and  industry  of  our  farm- 
ers, and  leave  them  to  grope  through  their  own  embar- 
rassments the  best  way  they  can!  Is  that  the  principle 
of  our  Government?  and  shall  we  adopt  it,  in  practice,  to 
give  the  preference  to  foreigners  over  our  own  citizens? 
And  all  these  schemes  are  claimed  here  as  administration 
measures.  I  have  little  doubt  that  these  measures  will 
meet  the  same  fate  wiih  the  President  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  did.  Can  it  be  be- 
lieved that  any  President  of  the  United  States  will  give 
his  sanction  to  propositions  so  unjust  and  so  degrading? 
I  shall  never  believe  it  until  I  see  it,  and  not  even  then, 
I  feel  at  a  great  loss  to  know  what  to  iio  with  the  vast 
surplus  heretofore  spoken  of.  I  am  pleased  with  none  of 
the  propositions  which  have  yet  been  submitted:  neither 
the  land  bill  of  Mr.  Clay;  the  steam  engine  of  Mr.  Grun- 
dy, to  sweep  the  public  money  from  the  Treasury  by 
steam  power;  the  project  of  the  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  WRieuT]  to  make  us  a  great  gambling  machine; 
nor  the  benevolent  proposition  of  tlie  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  pay  the  debts  of  foreigners  by  taxing 
our  own  citizens.  1  still  hope  that  «:ome  just  snd  equita- 
ble proportion  will  yet  be  made;  one  which,  like  the 
dews  and  showers  of  heaven,  will  dispense  equal  bene- 
fits and  blessings  upon  every  portion  of  our  free  and 
happy  Union.  The  idea  advanced  by  Mr.  Van  Buren'a 
friends,  that  it  will  corrupt  the  people  to  give  them  back 
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the  money  that  justly  belongs  to  them,  is  the  most  ab- 
surd and  ridiculous  that  I  ever  heard  advanced  by  any 
set  of  men  who  claim  to  be  intelligent.  To  refund  to  a 
man  what  you  unjustly  filch  from  him,  that  that  will  cor- 
rupt him!  Sir,  the  gentlemen  have  become  very  tena- 
cious and  fearful  for  the  integrity  of  the  people;  they  had 
better  look  to  their  own  household,  and  examine  them- 
selves. Those  who  CHn  get  a  sight  of  the  golden  calf, 
and  receive  pay  for  falling  down  and  worshipping  the 
idol,  by  bribes  or  otherwise,  are  in  more  danger  of  cor- 
ruption than  the  people.  This  is  the  situation  of  politi- 
cians, office-holders,  and  aspirants,  for  the  temptation  is 
*hcld  up  before  their  eyes;  and  you  remember  the  im- 
portant injunction  of  our  Saviour  to  his  disciples,  to  pray 
••not  to  be  led  into  temptation.'*  Such  a  situation 
•trongly  tests  the  integrity  of  mankind.  B«it  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  industriously  engaged  in  their  daily 
avocations,  have  no  such  temptations  held  up  to  their 
view,  and  arc  therefore  beyond  the  reach  of  its  influence. 
Having  thus  presented  my  views  upon  the  disposition 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  I  will  proceed  briefly  to  make 
some  remarks  upon  the  system  of  fortifications  and  naval 
defences  of  the  country.  Our  Atlantic  coast,  including 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  the  protection  of  which  these 
expenditures  are  proposed  to  be  made,  is  3,000  miles  in 
extent.  It  is  proposed  that  232  forts  and  52  steam  bat- 
teries shall  be  constructed,  for  the  protection  of  this 
coast;  making,  in  all,  285;  or,  if  equally  distributed,  one 
for  every  ten  and  a  half  miles.  These  works  have  and 
will  cost,  according  to  the  estimitf^s,  $39,500,000;  of 
these  forts,  eleven  have  been  finished,  at  an  expense  of 
#4,073,000.  One  hundred  and  ten  are  under  construc- 
tion, on  which  #4,015,000  have  been  expended.  The 
Department  estimates  the  expense  to  complete  them  at 
114,335,000;  total,  near  $18,500,000.  One  hundred  and 
eleven  forts  and  fifty  three  steam  batteries  are  yet  to  be 
commenced,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  by  the  De- 
partment at  $17,000,000;  to  furnish  guns,  and  put  them 
in  a  state  of  defence,  arm  the  militia,  &c.,  $30,000,000; 
making,  in  all,  $69,500,000.  Pay  of  men  to  garrison 
and  take  care  of  them,  in  time  of  peace,  upwards  of 
$2,000,000;  in  time  of  war,  $30,000,000  per  annum. 
Number  of  men,  in  peace,  6,731;  in  war,  62,232.  Our 
fathers,  without  forts,  destitute  of  munitions  of  wAr,  with 
a,  population  of  3,000,000,  without  money  or  credit, 
encountered  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  not  only  vanquished  it,  but  achieved  our 
glorious  independence,  and  handed  down  to  us  the 
rich  inheritance  of  our  happy  .system  of  government. 
Shall  we,  with  a  population  of  15,000,000,  ample  re- 
lources,  and  much  character  at  home  and  abroad,  sur- 
round ourselves  with  a  wall  to  protect  us  from  ene- 
mies on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic?  And  this,  it  is 
contended,  is  not  only  necessary  for  our  protection,  but 
to  secure  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  country.  Is  there 
no  spark  of  that  courage  and  patriotism  that  sustained 
our  noble  ancestors  in  the  Revolution  burning  in  our 
bosoms?  Are  the  descendants  of  our  revolutionary  sires 
such  craven-hearted  cowards  as  to  need  a  wall  to  pro- 
tect them  from  real  or  imaginary  dangers^  Are  we  like 
the  cowardly  Chinese,  who,  eighteen  hundred  years  ago, 
built  a  wall  1,500  miles  long  and  30  feet  high,  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  incursions  of  the  neighboring  Tartars, 
and  that,  too,  when  our  enemies,  if  we  have  any,  must 
be  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  3,000  miles  from 
our  coast?  Such  a  sentiment  is  a  slander  upon  my  con- 
atituents.  I  will  speak  for  them.  They  want  no  wall 
to  screen  them  from  dangers;  their  country  is  their 
ahield,  and  their  rifles  their  defence;  and  with  the  lat- 
ter they  will  always  be  found  ready  and  willing  to  give 
protection  and  security  to  the  former.  The  little  re- 
public of  Sparta  disdained  to  surround  their  city  with 
walN,  though  surrounded  by  powerful,  ambitious,  and 


warlike  enemies.  Her  free  and  brave  citizens  were  her 
rsmparts,  and  afTorded  her  ample  protection  from  the  in- 
cursions of  her  enemies.  Shall  we,  then,  imitate  the  cow- 
ardly Chinese,  or  thebrave,  noble,  and  magnanimous  Spar- 
tan? The  strong  arm  of  all  Governments  comists  in  the 
bravery  and  patriotism  of  their  citizens.  To  secure  these 
at  all  times,  nothing  is  necessary  but  to  make  that  Gov- 
ernment worthy  of  their  devotio^.  Would  it  be  politic 
or  just,  then,  to  paralyze  the  energies  of  our  entei pri- 
sing citizens,  by  heaping  on  them  a  load  of  unjust  taxa- 
tion, to  support  these  extravagant  propositions,  intended 
alone  to  benefit  the  few,  and  oppress  the  great  body  of 
the  people?  It  is  proposed,  by  the  year  1850,  to  in- 
crease our  ships  of  war  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen,  the 
estimated  expense  of  which  is  $7,000,000  per  annum. 
This  sum  in  fifteen  years  will  amount  to  $105,000,000. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  is  proposed  to  collect  materials  to 
build  ten  ships  of  the  line  and  ten  frigates,  to  be  kept  in 
reserve,  $3,500,000;  arming,  $2,000,000.  The  navy 
appropriation  bill  of  the  present  session,  which  has  pass- 
ed, amounted  to  more  than  $6,000,000.  A  standing  an- 
nual appropriation  of  $500,000,  under  existing  laws, 
added  to  the  naval  bill  of  this  session,  will  fall  very  little 
short  of  the  estimate  of  $7,000,000.  I  merely  mention 
these  facts  to  let  my  constituents  know  the  grand  schemes 
proposed,  at  their  expense,  for  these  objects,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  express  my  disapprobation  of  such  heavy 
expenditures.  I  was  forcibly  struck  with  the  non-com- 
mittal course  of  the  three  gentlemen  from  the  city  of 
New  York  in  the  discussion  of  the  proposed  syatem*  of 
defence  on  the  present  proposition.  Instead  of  develop- 
ing the  principles  of  the  system,  and  showing  that  it  was 
consistent  with  the  genius  of  our  Government,  two  of 
them  went  into  the  history  of  the  administration,  the 
high  character  and  dear-bought  fame  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  The  brilliant  victories  and  splen- 
did services  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  are 
pregnant  themes  for  the  historian,  the  orator,  and  the 
poet,  on  a  suitable  occasion;  but  when  they  are  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Van  Buren's  friends,  to  sustain  them  in  the 
most  high-handed  federal  measures,  a  part  of  which  we 
know  he  disapproves,  (and  1  hope  the  whole,)  they  are 
applied  to  an  illegitimate  object.  The  great  principles 
which  have  heretofore  separated  the  two  great  parties 
in  the  United  States  cannot  be  amalgamated  by  a  mere 
name;  even  the  potent  name  of  the  President  cannot 
make  a  high-handed  federal  measure  a  republican  one. 
But  every  thing  these  times  is  called  democratic;  and 
gentlemen  advocating  the  most  abominable  federal  doc^ 
trine  take  shelter  under  the  ample  folds  of  the  democra- 
cy of  the  country,  and  call  it  a  democratic  measure.  The 
adv(»cates  of  the  bank  call  themselves  democrats;  those 
of  a  high  tariflT  for  protection,  and  internal  improve- 
ments call  themselves  democrats.  Those  who  urge  the 
profligate  and  extravagant  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  claim  to  be  the  exclusive  representatives  of  the 
democracy  of  the  country;  and  one  of  the  gentlemen 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  in  advocating  this  system, 
gave  us  a  lecture  on  government,  taking  his  text  on  the 
aristocracy  and  democracy  of  the  country,  in  abuse  of 
the  former,  and  high  eulogies  of  the  latter,  advocating 
and  sustaining  this  extravagant  system  on  the  groimd 
that  he  loved  the  democracy  and  people  of  the  country. 
How  can  any  man  he  a  friend  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  people,  and  be  the  advocate  of  measures  calcu- 
lated to  bow  them  down  beneath  the  load  of  taxation, 
create  privileged  classes,  and  give  us  a  standing  army? 
It  cannot  be;  it  is  a  misnomer;  it  is  glossing  over  bitter 
dregs  with  a  sweet  name.  Democracy  is  founded  upon 
principle;  it  should,  therefore,  never  be  used  as  a  mere 
rallying  point  of  party — a  mere  name.  The  true  dem- 
ocrat watches  with  care  and  anxiety  the  .interests  of 
the  great  laboring  class  of  the  community.  That  kind 
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of  democracy  which  I  admire  is,  ai  far  as  ponible  to 
guard  and  protect  lliis  class  of  our  citizens  from  unjust 
and  unequal  laws.  The  situation  of  many  of  them  makes 
strong  appeals  to  the  benevolent  feelings  of  our  nature, 
and  I  wish  this  Government  would  never  turn  a  deaf 
ear  to  their  entreaties.  Throw  the  mantle  of  the  law 
around  the  rich,  so  as  to  protect  them  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  property,  and  they  can  take  care  of  themselves; 
but  if  bounties  are  to  be  given,  let  those  who  need  them 
most  be  their  recipients.  Tcall  upon  those  gentlemen 
who  make  such  loud  professions  of  attachment  and  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  the  people,  to  come  forward  and 
aid  me  in  sustaining  these  great  principles,  and  in  put- 
ting down  these  odious  and  abominable  propositions. 
The  gentleman  avowed  one  sentiment  which  I  cannot 
subscribe  to:  that  there  are  two  great  antagonist  inter- 
ests in  all  Governments — cspitsi  and  labor;  that  capital, 
like  Hannibal's  oath  of  perpetual  hostility  to  the  Ro- 
mans, was  always  arrayed  against,  and  made  war  upon, 
labor.  This  proposition  cannot  be  true  as  regards  our 
own  Government,  unless  by  our  legislation  we  make 
it  so. 

We  have  not  only  declared  that  all  men  are  born  free 
and  equal,  but  given  them  equsl  power  in  the  legislation 
of  the  country.  I'he  poor  man  has  precisely  the  same 
influence  at  the  ballot-box  that  the  rich  nabob  has.  Gi- 
rard,  with  his  millions,  was  entitled  to  only  one  vote, 
while  the  husbandman,  in  the  midst  of  poverty,  is  enti- 
tled to  tlie  same  privilege.  Sir,  capital  and  labor  are 
not  natural  but  artificial  enemies:  they  are  the  friends 
and  allies  of  each  other,  unless  the  Government  or  Le- 
gislature of  the  country  destroys  the  harmony  which 
should  always  exist  between  them.  Without  labor,  how 
could  capital  be  employed?  If  a  man  possessed  all  the 
riches  of  the  earth,  and  there  was  no  labor,  of  what  use 
would  they  be  to  him?  He  could  not  procure  even  the 
poorest  necessaries  of  life.  Without  capital,  what  en- 
couragement to  enterprise  and  industry!  Where  would 
the  laborer  reap  the  reward  of  his  toils  and  his  labors? 
They  are  as  indispensable  to  each  other  as  the  feet  and 
bands  are  to  the  healthy  action  of  the  body.  In  other 
Governments,  where  there  are  privileged  classes  exempt 
from  the  common  toils  and  difficulties  of  life,  where  the 
many  labor  for  the  few,  and  the  few  live  at  their  ease, 
and  fatten  and  riot  in  luxury  at  the  expense  of  others,  this 
principle  is  true,  i  regret  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  par- 
tially true  in  our  own  country;  not  by  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government,  but  by  acts  of  unequal  legisla- 
tion, in  contravention,  asl  believe,  of  our  constitution.  The 
system  of  defence  now  under  discussion,  which  meets  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  gentleman,  is  a  measure  of 
this  character.  The  funding  system,  which  fell  with  a 
heavy  hand  upon  our  revolulionay  fathers,  by  which  they 
were  deprived  of  the  little  pittance  promised  them  by  the 
Government  for  their  toils  and  sufferings  in  achieving 
our  independence,  to  enhance  the  coffers  of  the  rich 
•peculator,  was  a  measure  of  this  description.  It  was 
this  that  gave  the  North  the  ascendency  over  the  South, 
io  far  as  capital  was  concerned,  which  they  have  main- 
tained ever  since.  1'he  war-worn  soldier,  who  exhaust- 
ed the  vigor  of  manhood  in  defence  of  his  country,  was 
compelled  to  part  from  his  claim  upon  the  Government 
for  a  mere  trifle.  As  soon  as  those  claims  li«d  reached 
the  bands  of  the  capitalists,  the  Government,  by  the 
funding  system,  liquidated  the  whole  to  those  who  held 
them,  and  enriched  the  speculator,  and  filled  his  coffers 
to  overflowing.  The  charter  of  the  old  United  States 
Bank  of  '91,  by  which  Congress  incorporated  a  company 
of  stockjobbers,  and  gave  them  the  control  of  the  cur- 
rency fur  twenty  years,  strongly  partook  of  this  unequal 
character.  The  sedition  law  of  '98,  abridging  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  and  of  speech,  and  throwing  a  shield 
around  the  actions  of  the  high  ofiicers  of  Government^ 


however  exceptionable,  may  be  placed  in  the  front  rank 
of  unjust  snd  unequal  laws.  The  high  tariff  duties  for 
protection,  and  operating  as  a  tax  upon  the  labor  of  the 
country,  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  manufacturers,  cannot 
be  too  strongly  condemned.  It  was  a  tax  upon  all  the 
labor  of  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  capital,  and  there- 
fore comes  strictly  within  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
gentlenuin.  The  internal  improvement  system  by  the 
General  Government,  a  twin  sister  of  the  latter,  is  psrtial, 
unjust,  and  unequal  in  its  operations.  The  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bxittok,]  those  of 
tbe  Senators  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gbundt,]  and  New 
York,  [Mr.  Wrioht,]  as  well  as  the  proposition  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  maybe  ranked  high  in  the 
list  of  unequal,  unjust,  and  partial  legislation.  And  yet, 
strange  to  tell,  we  find  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
who  made  such  loud  professions  for  the  interest  of  the 
people,  advocating  all  these  propositions,  and  following 
a  leader,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  not  only  approves  of 
these,  but  has  been  tbe  friend  and  advocate  of  most  of 
those  above  enumerated.  But  it  has  been  said,  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  in  supporting  the  tariff  of  1828,  acted  under 
the  instructions  of  his  Legislature.  He  can  plead  no 
such  excuse  on  the  woollens  bill  of  1827,  the  most  un- 
just and  oppressive  of  all  the  tariff  laws.  His  position,  like 
many  other  politicians  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
iaa  singular  one.  He  was  not  a  member  of  Congress  in 
1816,  when  the  bank  was  chartered;  but  we  afterwards 
find  him  exerting  his  influence  to  get  a  branch  extended 
to  his  own  State.  1  suppose  no  one  will  deny  that  he 
was  then  the  friend  of  this  institution.  The  bank,  con- 
fined to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  could  have  but  little  in- 
fluence over  this  widely  extended  country;  but,  by  lo- 
cating branches  in  every  Siate  of  the  Union,  its  power  and 
influence  was  so  increased  as  to  enable  it  to  make  war 
upon  tbe  Government  itself;  it  was  the  war  of  giants, 
and  for  a  long  time  the  issue  was  exceedingly  doubtful. 
All  this  time  the  Vice  President  kept  his  sentiments  per- 
fectly concealed  from  the  country;  but  as  soon  as  the  en- 
emy was  vanquished,  the  victory  achieved,  and  the  bank 
lay  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  Government,  he,  like  a 
valiant  soldier,  rushes  forward  and  exclaims,  '*  Uncom- 
promising hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States!" 
Tliere  is  no  provision  in  the  constitution  which  authori- 
zes the  General  Government  to  establish  a  general  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement;  this  is  admitted  by  all;  but 
the  federalists  claim  the  power  by  implication,  because 
they  say  it  is  expedient  and  necessary.  The  most  ob- 
noxious proposition  which  ever  received  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress  on  this  subject^was  that  to  es- 
tablish turnpike  gates  on  the  Cumberland  road,  in  tlie 
different  States,  and  to  inflict  fines  and  punishments  on 
those  who  refused  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
law.  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  its  warm  advocate;  Congress 
passed  the  bill;  but  Mr.  Monroe,  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  vetoed  it.  The  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  intended  to  give  a  home  to  those  una- 
ble to  purchase  them,  met  his  disapprobation.  He  is 
reported  to  have  spoken  ''at  great  length  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  various  arguments 
which  had  been  urged  in  favor  of  it  and  its  various  med- 
ifications."  We  find  him  in  the  New  York  Legislature 
voting  against  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
unless  they  would  first  emancipate  their  slaves.  He  was 
then  an  abolitionist;  what  he  is  now,  1  will  leave  gentle- 
men to  determine  for  themselves.  1'he  fundamental 
principle  which  Mr.  Van  3uren  practises  in  politics  is, 
that  **  the  spoils  beJotig  to  the  victors.*"  thus  arraying 
one  portion  of  the  free  citizens  of  the  United  States 
against  the  other,  as  enemies  to  each  other,  and  viewing 
every  one  so  who  does  not  embrace  this  anti-republican 
doctrine.  Our  Government  declares  all  our  citizens 
free,  but  this  principle  suffers  no  man  to  enjoy  the  free* 
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dom  of  thought  and  of  action,  except  the  leader  of  the 
party;  all  others  nnust  >  teld  to  his  despotic  will.  Our 
constitution  opens  the  offices  of  the  Government  alike  to 
alh  but  this  principle  suffers  no  man  to  fill  an  office  un- 
lefs  he  becomes  a  slave,  and  tamely  submits  to  the  dic- 
Itites  of  his  file  leader.  Our  noble  ancestors  left  the 
homes  of  their  fathers,  and  sought  a  refuge  in  (he  wilds 
of  America,  in  the  midst  of  savages,  where  they  encoun- 
tered all  the  privations  incident  to  the  settlement  of  new 
countries,  that  they  might  have  the  privilege  of  enjoying 
the  freedom  of  opinion.  Will  iheir  descendants  tamely 
submit  to  have  this  inestimable  blessing  tsken  from  them? 
Offices  under  our  Government  are  trusts  for  the  ben<  fit 
of  the  people;  and'freedo'n  in  electing  and  being  elected 
to  fill  them,  is  inseparably  connected  with  republican 
Government.  If  the  people  are  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment, as  our  constitution  supposes,  they  are  equally  ca- 
pable of  selecting  their  own  rulers;  and  no  one  in  this 
country  should  fill  an  office  contrary  to  the  wibhes  of 
the  people  upon  whom  that  office  is  to  operate.  Any 
other  principle  or  practice,  in  the  appointing  power, 
makes  the  people,  to  that  extent,  political  slaves.  And 
yet  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  who  make  profes- 
sion of  friendship  for  the  interest  of  the  people,  set  their 
will  at  defiance,  and  place  men  in  office  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  nine  tenths  of  those  upon  whom  the  office  is  to 
operate.  The  caucus  system  is  so  intimately  connected 
in  principle  with  the  above  maxim,  that  I  shall  give  it  a 
passing  notice.  Mr.  Van  ISuren  has  reduced  this  system 
to  a  science  in  his  own  State,  and  wishes  to  rivet  it  upon 
the  free  citizens  of  America.  Under  this  system,  a  few 
leaders  get  together  and  appoint  these  that  are  to  fill  the 
offices  of  the  country,  and  then  call  upon  the  people  to 
confirm  their  appointments;  and  if  any  one  dare  to  re- 
fuse, they  denounce  him  as  an  enemy  to  republicanism. 
Every  man  in  the  community  has  a  right  to  designate 
whom  he  will  prefer  for  an  office,  but  he  has  no  right  to 
take  this  privilege  away  from  another  without  his  con- 
sent. By  this  system,  all  power  is  vested  in  the  hands  of 
a  few,  and  they  csll  upon  the  people  to  be  the  willing 
instruments  of  their  own  slavery.  Can  the  people  be 
considered  free,  when  they  are  not  permitted  to  select 
their  own  rulers?  The  constitution  says  that  all  power 
is  vested  in  the  people;  but  the  caucus  system  vests  it  in 
a  few  intriguing,  designing  politicians.  I  am  one  of  that 
kind  of  democrats  that  would  rather  the  power  should 
remain  where  the  constitution  placed  it — :n  the  hands  of 
the  people.  They  have  no  motive  to  do  wrong,  and  no 
feeling  but  to  advance  the  true  interest  and  honor  of 
their  country.  All  they  ask  is  just  and  equal  laws.  But 
how  siands  the  esse  with  political  leaders,  operated  upon 
by  feelings  of  rivalry  and  ambition,  goaded  by  (heir  ene- 
mies, and  leagued  to  their  friends  by  the  powerful  bonds 
of  interest  and  associations,  in  pursuit  of  high  offices, 
honors,  and  emoluments?  Sir,  with  the  integrty  of  a 
Cato,  they  are  incapacitated  from  judging  impartially 
and  correctly  on  the  subject.  All  those  feelings  which 
operate  with  most  fores  upon  the  human  mind  are 
brought  into  active  play  to  lead  them  astray.  In  the  or- 
dinary controversies  which  originate  in  society,  every 
man  wants  an  impartial  court  and  jury  to  try  his  cause; 
and,  without  these  prerequisites,  justice  is  never  admin- 
istered. Should  the  people,  then,  on  a  subject  infinite- 
ly more  important,  one  on  which  their  very  liberties  de- 
pend, trust  to  the  partial,  selfish,  and  interested  politi- 
cian to  decide  their  cause?     Forbid  it,  Heaven! 

But  conventions  have  been  introduced  as  a  substitute 
for  the  caucus  system.  This  1  consider  far  more  objec- 
tionf^le,  in  practice,  than  the  caucus  itself.  The  caucus 
syntem  does  not  purport  to  proceed  from  any  person  ex- 
cept the  leaders.  They  assume  the  responsibility  of 
acting  and  speaking  for  the  people,  without  authority, 
or  without  any  pretence  of  authority.     Still,  they  boldly 


claim  that  the  people  should  yield  obedience  to  their 
dictation .  But  the  convention  claims  to  be  freah  from 
the  people,  and  the  delegates  pretend  to  speak  their 
sentiments.  If  this  were  true,  no  man  could  object  to 
this  system,  for  the  people  have  the  right  to  do  their 
own  business  in  their  own  way.  Bu%  as  it  is  only  true 
in  theory,  and  always  false  in  practice,  being  a  fraud 
upon  the  people,  it  become^  the  more  objectionable* 
like  vice  and  falsehood  when  they  imitate  and  put  on 
the  g^rb  of  truth  and  virtue.  Does  not  every  man 
know,  in  the  selection  of  these  delegates  that,  nine 
times  in  ten,  the  large  mass  of  the  people  are  never  con' 
suited?  Sometimes  the  delegates  are  self- constituted! 
at  other  times  they  are  appointed  by  a  few  individuals 
to  represent  a  large  community.  A  meeting  is  got  up 
by  a  small  number  at  a  grog-shop  or  tavern,  and  herald- 
ed forth  to  the  world  as  the  voice  of  the  people.  I  have 
heard  of  an  anecdote  (located  in  Ohio,  I  believe)  which 
sets  forth  the  true  character  of  many  of  these  meetings. 
A  meeting  was  called,  and  only  two  individuals  attended; 
one  nominated  the  other  president,  and  he«  not  to  be 
outdone  in  courtesy,  appointed  him  secretary;  a  pream* 
ble  and  resolutions  were  drawn  up  and  adopted  in  (he 
usual  form,  calling  it  a  large  and  respectable  meeting. 
The  president  refused  to  sign  it  with  these  words  in  ir, 
saying  it  was  untrue;  that  two  individuals  could  not 
make  a  large  and  respectable  meeting.  The  secretary, 
being  a  Urge  m»n,  replied,  «  You  are  mistaken;  lam 
large,  and  you  will  not  dispute  that  you  are  respectable; 
therefore,  it  is  a  large  and  respectable  meeting.*'  How 
was  it  at  the  late  Baltimore  convention,  with  regard  to 
the  fifteen  votes  of  Tennessee^  A  botanical  doctor  by 
the  name  of  Rucker  happened  to  be  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  patent.  It  was  ascertained  by  the 
friends  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  JoHKsoif,]  who  sits  near  me,  ihat  he  could  not  re- 
ceive the  nomination  of  the  convention  for  the  vice  pres- 
idency, unless  t)ie  vote  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  could 
be  procured.  There  had  not  been  a  single  meeting  in 
the  State  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  dr  legates,  and 
no  man  had  received  the  approbation  of  a  single  individ- 
ual to  his  nomination.  But  Mr.  Rucker,  being  a  citizen 
of  the  State,  and  being  here  at  the  time  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  his  straw  patent,  was  received  as  a 
member  of  the  convention,  and  actually  gave  away  the 
fifteen  votes  of  (he  State  of  Tennessee,  snd  these  votes 
were  counted,  and  by  that  means  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  was  nominated  for  the  vice  presidency;  and. 
should  he  succeed,  he  will  owe  his  election  entirely  to 
Mr.  Rwcker.  Can  any  man  pretend  that  the  free  citi- 
zens of  Tennessee  are  bound  to  give  their  vote  as  Mr. 
Rucker  directed?  According  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
convention  system,  they  would  be;  but  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  and  the  rights  of  freemen, 
(which,  thank  God,  they  will  exercise  as  long  as  they 
live,)  they  will  treat  Mr.  Rucker,  and  his  nomination, 
with  that  contempt  and  detestation  which  his  conduct  ao 
justly  merits.  He  had  a  ng^it  to  give  away  his  own 
vote,  but  he  had  no  right  to  pledge  the  vote  of  the 
State  of  I'ennessep,  as  he  did.  But  it  has  been  alleged 
that  Tennessee  was  in  favor  of  the  convention  system  in 
1832,  and,  therefore,  she  has  been  charged  with  incon- 
sistency. As  1  was  one  of  the  delegatea  appointed  at 
that  time,  but  did  not  attend,  1  feel  called  upon  to  ex- 
plain the  facts.  I  am  informed  that  nine  individuals 
coliec'cd  together  in  1832  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  pre- 
pared their  preamble  and  resolutions,  and  appointed 
fifteen  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  convention.'  I  hap- 
pened to  be  one  of  the  fifteen,  though  at  that  time  at 
my  place  of  residence,  seventy.fi ve  miles  distant,  and 
neither  myself  nor  my  present  constituents  knew  any 
thing  about  it  until  it  was  all  over;  yet  I  was  appointed 
to  represent  them,  without  their  consent  or  approbation. 
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These  nine  gentlemen  afterwards  went  to  4he  court- 
bouse  in  a  city  containing  a  populution  of  from  seven  to 
ten  thousand,  and  were  unable  to  collect  more  than  fifty 
or  sixty  individuals,  who  adopted  their  resolutions,  and 
confirmed  their  appointments.  Two  out  of  the  fifteen 
attended;  the  others  paid  no  attention  to  the  meeting;,  or 
their  nominations;  I  did  not  pay  the  slightest  attention 
to  it.'  I  deny  the  right  of  nine  individuals  at  the  seat  of 
Government  or  elsewhere  to  appoint  me  the  representa- 
tive of  my  constituents.  They  alone  had  the  right,  but 
not  one  of  whom  chose  to  exercise  it.  And  this  is 
brought  forward  to  show  that  Tennessee  was  in  favor  of 
conventions!  I  hope  the  gentleman  has  better  grounds 
to  sustain  the  appointment  of  the  other  delegates  of  the 
convention,  but  I  fear  the  most  of  them  received  their 
appointments  in  pretty  much  the  same  way.  I  know, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  loss  of  the  fortification  bill  of  the 
last  session  is  a  disagreeable  subject  to  many  of  the 
members  on  this  floor;  and,  as  the  subject  has  been  ably 
discussed,  I  shall  merely  state  a  few  facts  which  came 
within  my  own  observation.  I  wish^  in  the  first  place, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  journals  of 
that  night.  It  will  be  seen  by  an  inspection  of  them 
that  the  reasons  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Caxbbxlxko]  for  refusing  to  present  the  agreement  of 
the  committee  of  conference  are  entered  upon  the  jour- 
nal, and  that,  too,  without  the  consent  of  the  House. 
The  proceedings  of  Congress  may  be  examined,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Government  until  the  pre!^ent  dsy, 
and  no  such  an  entry  can  be  found  oa  them  except  this. 
Journals  are  intended  as  a  record  of  the  facts  which 
take  place  in  legislative'^bodie*',  and  reasons  are  never 
entered  upon  them  eicept  by  the  consent  of  the  House. 
The  House  have  refused,  the  present  session,  to  suffer 
gentlemen  to  enter  their  reason^  upon  the  journals. 
But  the  gentleman  from  New  York, [Mr.  Cimhrelexg,] 
after  Congress  had  adjourned,  viithoul  the  consent  of  a 
single  member,  has  his  reasons  put  on  the  journal. 
Why  this  unusuni  and  extraordinary  course,  if  the  gen- 
tleman intended  nothing  wrong?  The  gentleman  knew 
that  he  had  been  the  cause  of  defeating  the  fortification 
bill;  and  that  the  country  would  hold  h'«m  responsible, 
unless  he  could  create  a  false  impression,  and  by  that 
means  throw  the  responsibility  elsewhere.  I  was  very 
much  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  on  the 
memorable  last  night  of  the  session  on  this  subject.  T 
saw  him  immediately  after  the  conference,  with  the 
agreement  of  the  conferees  in  his  hand,  which  I  have 
always  believed,  and  still  believe,  notwithstanding  the 
gentleman's  assertion  to  the  contrary,  was  when  the 
vote  was  tnk^n  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill.  1'he 
amount  agreed  on  by  the  conferee",  together  with  the 
appropriation  contained  in  the  bill,  was  $1,650,000  for 
the  defences  of  the  country.  He  was  then  standing  up 
in  the  aisle  near  where  I  now  stand,  manifebting  great 
•  anxiety  to  present  it  to  the  House,  which  he  tol»l  me  he 
would  do  Fo  soon  as  he  could  get  the  floor.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  1  expected  to  hear  him,  every  moment, 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House.  After  some  time 
bad  elapsed,  I  was  informed  by  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man of  this  House  that  Mr.  Cambrelcng  had  received 
orders  from  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  Mr.  Forsjth  not  to 
present  it  at  all,  but  to  defeat  the  bill.  How  these  facts 
are,  I  know  not;  but  one  thing  I  do  know,  that  the  gen- 
tleman never  did  present  it  to  the  House;  and,  when 
called  on  to  do  so,  absolutely  refused,  and  that,  too, 
after  tilling  me,  between  an  hourand  two  hours  before, 
that  he  would  bring  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
as  soon  as  he  could  get  the  floor.  I  am  glad  the  gentle- 
man is  present  to  hear  my  statement,  as  I  wish  to  do  in- 
justice to  no  man.  I  met,  on  that  nigh^  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean«,  [Mr.  Polk,]  and 
that,  too,  after  the  conversation  wi'h  Mr.  Cambreleng; 


there  was  much  excitement  on  the  subject  whether  Con- 
gress could  sit  after  twelve  o'clock  on  the  3d  of  March. 
1  asked  Mr.  Polk  what  had  been  the  practice  heretofore; 
he  said  that  he  had  never  known  the  session  to  continue 
after  that  time  since  he  had  been  a  member.  He  asked- 
me  what  I  thought  of  the  question.  I  told  him  I  had 
pot  examined  it,  but  1  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
functions  of  Congress  ceased  at  twelve  o'clock.  Then, 
said  he,  with  a  good  deal  of  earnestness,  **you  ought 
not  to  vote."  But  I  concluded,  as  the  honor  and  interest 
of  my  country  were  at  stake,  that  I  would  vote  until  1  be- 
came fully  convinced  that  I  had  no  power  to  do  so. 
And,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  after  giving  me  this  ad- 
vice, on  taking  the  next  vote,  the  gentleman  answered 
to  his  own  name.  \  thought  it  strange  that  a  gentleman 
should  tell  me  that  I  ought  not  to  vote,  and  then  vote 
himself  under  the  same  circumstances.  I  now  lake 
leave  of  this  subject,  which  I  consider  disgraceful  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  at  least  to  those  members 
who  were  more  willing  to  serve  their  party  than  to  pro- 
tect the  honor  and  interest  of  their  country. 

The  amendment  of  the  constitution,  to  prevent  the 
election  of  President  from  coming  into  the  House,  was  a 
fa\orite  measure  with  the  party  to  which  1  belonged  at 
the  last  as  well  as  the  present  session;  in  fact,  I  have 
always  been  anxious  for  this  change;  1  have  always  be- 
lieved that  the  people  should  have  the  entire  control 
over  their  own  elections.  This  is  the  only  means  they 
have  of  securing  themselves  against  the  abuse  of  power. 
But  this  measure,  intended  alone  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  was  defeated  at  the  last  session  by  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  1  now  charge  the  fact  upon  this  floor, 
and  I  dffy  gentlemen  to  deny  that  thpy  did  defeat  this 
measure.  My  distinguished  colleague  [Mr.  Bsll]  has 
proven  from  the  journals  these  facts,  which  I  here  charge 
in  my  place  to  be  true.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  charge  Judge  White  and  his 
friends  with  wishing  to  bring  the  election  into  the  House, 
when  they  know  they  defeated  the  amendment  of  the 
constitutinri  to  prevent  this  result,  which  the  friends  of 
Judge  White  were  anxious  to  effect. 

As  to  the  deposite  banks,  I  hsive  but  little  to  say.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  sustained  the  President  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  would  do  so  again  under  similar  circum- 
stances. I  then  expected  that  Congress  would  regulate 
them  by  law,  in  the  local  or  State  banks;  and  I  hope  we 
never  will  adj')urn  until  that  object  is  accomplished. 
This  subject  has  become  one  of  vital  importance,  from 
the  great  quantity  of  pu|)lic  money  accumulated  in  the 
Treasury;  and  it  is  now  under  the  entire  control  of  the 
Stcretary  of  the  Treasur)',  without  any  legal  re&traint. 
The  amount  at  his  discretion  in  the  deposite  banks  was, 
at  the  last  returns,  thirty-eight  millions  of  dollars.  No 
man,  however  exalted  his  character  or  station,  bhould  be 
trusted  with  so  much  of  the  people's  money,  without  le- 
gal restraint.  But  this  subject  becomes  more  intere.^t»ng 
from  the  circumstance  that  lleubcn  M.  Whitney  is  the 
agent  of  thisc  banks,  and  receives  from  them  a  high 
salary  for  superintending  tluir  interest  at  the  Treasury 
Department.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  in- 
fluence Whitney  exercises  over  the  public  money  in  the 
deposite  banks.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  denies 
that  he  has  any  influence;  snd  yet  we  find  these  banks, 
(some  of  them,)  it  is  said,  paying  him'a  thousand  dollais 
per  annum.  If  he  can  do  them  no  good,  or  has  no  in- 
fluence over  the  public  money«,  why  do  they  pay  him 
(his  enormous  amouni?  Cull  upon  the  Stcretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  he  says  that  Whitney  is  not  the  agent  of 
the  (jovernmcnt,  a^d  has  no  influence  over  the  public 
moneys  in  the  diposite  banks;  and  )et  these  corpora- 
tion?, who  alwa)s  considt  their  own  interest,  pay  him  a 
high  salary.  The  Sccreiaty  of  the  I'W WXr  IW  any 
igi  ize     y  g 
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other  person,  need  tell  me  that  these  banks  do  not  re- 
ceive advantages  from  the  services  of  Whitney  in  some 
way;  if  they  did  not,  the  world  knows  they  would  not 
pay  him  this  enormous  sum  of  money.  And  what  ad- 
vantage could  he  be  to  those  banks,  unless  he  has  influ- 
ence in  regulating  the  depusites  in  them?  All  the  ad- 
vantage they  can  reap  is,  in  having  tiie  use  of  the  public 
money  free  of  interest,  which  they  loan  out  to  their  cus- 
tomers at  six,  seven,  eight,  and  ten  per  cent.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  mIso  says  that  Whitney  has  nothing 
to  do  in  selecting  the  depoaite  bank»;  that  he  alone 
exercises  that  power;  and  yet  a  correspondence  between 
Whilney  and  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  was 
brought  to  light  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  show- 
ing that  Whitney  was  applied  to  to  make  it  a  deposite 
bank;  which  he  refustd  to  do,  because  the  directors 
were  opposed  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  We  also  see,  from  a 
circular  published  in  the  State  of  Missouri  by  him,  that 
he  directs  the  kind  of  money  which  shall  be  received  in 
the  payment  of  public  dues.  I  confess  all  these  things 
arc  mysterious  to  me.  Why  should  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  public  moneys,  suffer  Whitney  to  be  employed 
by  those  banks  in  obtaining  the  use  of  the  money'  And 
.  this  he  does  do,  most  certainly,  or  they  never  would  pay 
him.  The  character  of  this  Mr.  Whitney  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  increase  suspicions  on  this  subject.  Of  him  or 
his  character  I  know  nothing,  except  from  his  own  testi- 
mony before  a  committee  of  this  House,  some  years  past. 
In  that  he  swears  he  left  this  country  during  the  late 
war,  settled  in  Canada,  where  he  remained  until  some 
time  after  the  clove  of  the  war,  and  took  an  oath  to  ob- 
serve the  laws  of  the  country.  lie  who  would  desert 
his  own  country,  in  her  struggle  against  a  mighty  nation, 
and  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  her  enemy,  I  think  is  de- 
void of  patriotism,  and  a  traitor  to  her  honor  and  her 
interest.  Sir,  1  never  had  any  confidence  in  tories  or 
traitors,  and  1  never  expect  to  have.  This  same  com- 
mittee before  whom  he  was  examined  adopted  unani- 
mously, I  believe,  a  resolution,  (all  parties  concurring,) 
that  the  main  facts  he  had  sworn  to  were  untrue.  That 
a  man  of  his  character,  both  a  traitor  and  one  capable  of 
perjury,  should  have  any  influence  in  regulating  thirty- 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  collected  from  the  laboring  piirt 
of  the  community,  and  a  portion  from  my  constituents,  is 
what  I  deeply  regret.  Personally,  1  know  nothing  of 
Mr.  Whitney;  I  never  saw  him,  and  only  speak  of  his 
character  as  he  himself  has  given  it  to  the  world,  in  bis 
own  testimony. 

The  gentleman  from  Virgio'a  [Mr,  Wisk]  brought 
forward  resolutions  proposing  to  raise  a  committee  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  examine  into  this  sub- 
ject, charging  the  Secretary  of  the  Trciisury  with  com- 
bining with  Whitney  in  pilfering  and  stealing  the  public 
moneys;  and,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  a  mijority  of 
Mr.  Van  Uuren*s  friends  opposed  the  adoption  of  there 
resolutions,  and  defeated  them;  for  it  required  two  thirds 
of  the  House  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  get  the  subject 
before  them.  Mr.  Dromgoole  introduced  resolutions 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fur  informa- 
tion on  these  subjects.  This  1  considered  a  mere  mock- 
ery, to  call  upon  a  man  who  is  charged  with  a  criminal 
offence,  and  who  had  denied  that  Whitney  was  an  agent 
of  the  Government,  or  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  to 
give  evidence  in  his  own  behalf.  I  wish  to  know  what 
Whitney  had  to  do  «ith  it;  why  those  banks  should  find 
it  their  interest  to  employ  him  at  so  great  an  expense. 
We  have  no  right  to  inquire  into  the  private  affair^  of 
men;  but  we  have  a  right  to  know  what  agency  any  man 
has  in  keeping  and  disposing  of  the  public  moneya. 
This  was  intended  to  supersede  the  resolutions  of  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Wisb,]  neither  of  which  has  been 
adopud.     Mr.  Wisx  s;iiJ  that,  if  CongiebS  w  u!il  g  ve 


him  a  committee,  he  had  no  doubt  he  could  sustain  the 
charges  he  had  made  by  proof.  But  still  it  was  refused 
him  by  the  House.  This  I  regret,  as  my  constituents 
and  the  country  have  a  right  to  know  what  is  the  true 
situation  of  their  own  money.  After  these  charges  were 
made  by  a  member  in  his  place  upon  the  floor,  it  was  due 
to  the  President  and  those  who  sustained  him  in  the  remo- 
val of  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  above  all,  to  Mr.  Woodbury's  own  character,  that  the 
investigation  should  have  been  gone  into.  If  he  were 
innocent,  an  investigation  would  not  have  injured  him; 
if  gtiilty,  the  world  should  know  it.  The  people  have 
too  deep  an  interest  in  so  large  t  sum  of  money,  not  to 
know  its  true  situation.  Kvery  public  man  should  court 
an  investigation,  when  suspicion  hangs  upon  his  repu- 
tation. I  know  an  intimate  association  with  a  man  of 
Whitney's  character  is  well  calculated  to  throw  a  shade 
of  suspicion  over  that  of  another.  This  alone  may  have 
given  rise  to  the  suspicions  against  the  Secretary;  for  I 
know  not  the  facts  upon  which  Mr.  Wisi  based  his 
charges.  Why  Mr.  Woodbury  should  have  taken 
shelter  behind  the  impenetrable  walls  of  party,  instead 
of  stepping  forward  like  a  man,  and  asking  an  investiga- 
tion into  his  conduct,  as  all  his  predecessors  had  done 
under  similar  circumstances,  I  cannot  tell,  unless  it  was 
to  brave  and  defy  public  opinion,  or  cover  and  hide  his 
guilt  .In  the  ordinary  transactions  of  life,  it  is  the  guilty, 
and  not  the  innocent,  who  seek  concealment.  But  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Pimcs]  placed 
the  defence  of  the  .Secretary  on  the  ground  that  hh 
character  was  too  high  to  be  reached;  but,  as  I  wish  to 
do  injustice  to  no  man,  I  will  give  his  own  language:  **  I 
do  not,"  said  he,  *'  stand  here  as  the  apologist  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  in  his  life,  he  never  needed 
any  man  to  appear  for  him  in  that  character;  the  ability, 
the  untiring  industry,  and  the  fidelity  with  which  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  various  high  and  responsible 
trusts,  are  known  to  all  men  of  all  parties  in  this  House, 
and  to  the  country  ^  his  character  is  elevated  above  indi- 
vidual assault,  and  needs  not  individual  eulogiuro.  His 
whole  career,  as  a  public  officer.  chaOenges  the  most 
scrutinixing  inqu:ry,  and  stands  forth  its  own  sure  and  tri- 
umphant vindication."  And,  strange  to  tell,  on  this  occa- 
sion the  gentleman  refuses  to  give  us  that  scrutinizing 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary,  where  there 
arc  thirty-eight  millions  of  the  people's  money  involved, 
because,  as  he  says,  the  character  of  Mr.  Woodbury 
is  «  above  individual  assault,  and  needs  not  individual 
eulogium;  it  stands  forth  its  oa*n  sure  and  triumphant 
vindication."  I  know  not  vhat  the  gentleman  means, 
unless  he  intends  to  be  understood  that  Mr.  Woodbury's 
character  is  so  exulted  that  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
public  opinion.  It  would  be  too  disparaging  to  the  gen- 
tleman's intelligence  to  say  that  he  would  require  every 
member  cf  Congress  to  rise  at  once  and  bring  a  charge 
against  an  ofiicer  of  the  Government  before  it  should  be 
investigated.  What,  then,  can  he  mean  by  *<  individual 
assault?"  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  fMr.  Wisa] 
brought  forward  his  charges,  not  as  an  individual,  but 
as  a  member  of  this  body;  not  as  Henry  A.  Wise,  but 
as  a  representative  of  the  people  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  The  gentleman  surely  cannot  mean,  by  *'  indi- 
vidual assault,"  that  other  members  should  have  brought 
forward  the  same  charge;  this  would  have  been  a  direct 
violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House.  Sir,  no  man  is  be- 
yond the  reach  of  public  opinion  in  this  country.  The 
doctiine  of  the  di\it>e  right  of  kings  that  the  king 
can  do  tio  wrong,  \%  not  to  be  tolerated  in  this  Govern- 
ment. Every  officer,  under  our  constitution.  Is  held  to 
a  strict  accountability  for  the  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charges his  public  trusts.  But  the  gentleman  places  the 
cliHracter  of  the  Secretary  above  all  the  high  function- 
aries of  the  Government,  and  Ukempts  him.  from  the 
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common  frailties  of  our  nature,  by  placing  him  above 
public  opinion.  Such  a  aentiment  may  be  democratic 
m  New  Hampshire,  but  I  trust  it  will  never  become  so 
in  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  The  metallic  cur« 
rency  has  been  introduced  into  this  discussion.  I  have 
always  been  a  warm  advocate  for  its  adoption.  Whether 
it  can  be  effected  or  not,  I  cannot  tell;  but  I  will  gro  w>^h 
those  who  will  go  farthest  upon  this  subject.  The  in- 
crease of  specie,  thus  far,  seems  only  to  have  increased 
the  circulation  of  paper.  Two  years  ago  there  were 
twenty-five  millions  of  specie  in  the  United  States,  and 
seventy-seven  millions  of  paper  in  circulation;  now,  there 
are  fifty-one  millions  of  specie,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  paper;  one  increasing  in  a  ratio  of 
more  than  three  to  one  of  the  other.  And  as  all  the 
banks  in  the  United  States,  except  in  this  District,  are 
under  the  control  of  the  State  Legislatures,  Congress 
cannot  restrain  them  from  issuing  their  paper,  without 
the  aid  of  the  State  Governments,  I  am  determined  to 
persevere  in  the  noble  enterprise,  so  long  as  I  see  the 
least  prospect  of  assistance  from  these  Quarters. 

As  to  the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  McKbov,]  against  my  native  State,  I  have  but  little 
to  say;  her  character  for  intelligence  and  patriotism  is 
too  well  known  in  the  records  of  the  country  to  need 
defence  from  me.  The  hardships  and  dangers  which 
the  early  settlers  encountered,  in  changing  a  wilderness 
into  cultiTsted  fields,  are  matters  of  history.  The  en- 
terprise, courage,  and  patriotism  of  her  citizens  need  no 
defence  from  one  of  her  native  sons.  Her  psst  history 
is  known;  from  this  we  may  judge  of  the  future.  It  is 
written  in  large  capitals  in  the  records  of  fame,  *<so  that 
he  who  runs  can  read/'  Her  patriotic  sons  have  always 
responded  to  the  calls  of  their  country;  and  their  ardent 
love  of  liberty  and  devotion  to  her  free  institutions  will 
impel  them  to  the  rescue,  when  her  honor  or  interests 
are  assailed.  She  has  always  poured  forth  her  blood  and 
her  treasure  in  defence  of  herself  and  our  beloved 
country;  and  her  sympathies  have  bur&t  forth  in  favor  of 
those  strugghDgfor  freedom  throughout  the  world.  Th« 
bones  of  her  sons  lie  bleaching  upon  every  battle-field 
of  the  Southwest;  and  wherever  she  has  gone,  victory  has 
perched  upon  her  standard,  and  success  and  honor 
crowned  her  eflforts. 

Hovsa  or  RapaasavTATivis,  MAaca  10. 

SemarkM  of  Mr.  F»shgb,  o/Kmiuehf^  on  the  hiU  for  the 

payment  ofvohinteen  anamiiUia. 

The  House  being  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
billt  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  entitled  *<  An 
act  for  the  payment  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  corps 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States"— 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  he  did  not  profess  to  know  much 
about  the  army  regulations,  or  the  various  duties  required 
of  the  different  officers  of  the  army.  He  had,  however, 
attended  to  the  discussion  upon  the  amendment  from 
the  Senate  now  under  consideration,  with  the  view  of 
eollecting  the  facts  upon  which  the  three  additional  pay- 
mastera  to  the  army  are  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
number  now  existing,  and  of  making  the  facts  disclosed 
his  guide  in  voting. 

He  found  several  important  facts  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished* strongly  recommending  to  his  mind  the  proposed 
amendment.  We  have  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  in  its 
fiivor,  and  that  is  entitled  to  respect.  In  1821,  Congress 
redueed  the  number  of  paymasters  to  fourteen;  and, 
when  that  reduction  was  inade,  it  was  contemplated  that 
the  duties  of  the  paymasters  would  extend  to  the  regular 
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army  alone,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  those  duties  requi- 
red the  number  then  retained.  Since  that  reduction  was 
made.  Congress  has  by  law  made  it  the  duty  of  psyross- 
ters,  whenever  and  wherever  the  militia  shall  be  called 
into  the  public  service,  to  pay  them  as  well  as  the  regu- 
lars. This  increase  of  duties  requires  of  the  paymastera 
more  than  was  contemplated  when  their  number  was 
reduced.  Your  Military  Committee  made  a  report  about 
two  years  ago,  recommending  an  increase  of  paymasters 
to  Congress.  In  that  report  we  are  informed  that  the 
army  has  been  increased  seven  hundred;  the  number  of 
military  posts  greatly  multiplied  and  extended;  that  half 
a  million  of  dollars  had  accumulated  upon  the  paymas- 
ters, to  be  distributed  snd  paid  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States;  that  the  army  has  to  be  paid  quarterly;  and  that 
the  fourteen  paymasters  could  not,  owing  to  the  increas- 
ed burden  of  duties  laid  upon  them,  and  the  dispersed 
condition  of  the  military  posts,  pay  off  the  army  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  required  by  Uw.  Such,  also, 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  disclosed  in 
that  report.  Your  Military  Committee,  of  which  my 
honorable  colleague  [Colonel  R.  M.  Johvsok]  is  chair- 
man, had  this  bill,  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
under  advisement,  and  recommended  to  the  House  a 
concurrence  in  those  amendments.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing these  facts,  honorable  members  say  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity to  increase  the  number  of  paymasters.  For  one, 
he  (Mr.  F.)  must  be  allowed  to  differ  with  those  gentle- 
men. Our  seacoast  and  our  borders.  Northwestern  and 
Southwestern  borders,  are  almost  interminable.  The 
duties  of  the  paymasters  extend  now  to  the  militia  in  ser- 
vice, as  well  as  to  the  regular  srmy.  A  bloody  war  is 
raging  in  Florida.  The  citizens  of  that  Territory  are 
threatened  with  Indian  massacre.  Many  of  them  have 
already  fallen  victims  to  savage^ barbarity.  Many  of  our 
gallant  men  have  repaired  to  the  scene  of  action,  to 
avenge  the  blood  that  has  been  shed,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war,  by  punishing  the  savage  for  his  cruelty  and 
lawless  devastations.  These  soldiers  must  be  fed,  clo- 
thed, and  paid;  and  this  very  war  had  greatly  added  to 
the  duties  of  your  paymasters. 

He  asked  the  House  how  it  was  with  themselves. 
Members  of  Congress  had  a  law  by  which  they  could,  if 
they  chose,  draw  their  eight  dollan  every  day.  With 
that  per  diem  pay,  honorable  members  can  enjoy  them- 
selves in  this  city,  according  to  their  own  good  will  and 
pleasure.  But  the  soldier,  who  is  separated  from  home, 
compelled  to  undergo  the  Iktigues  and  hardships  of  the 
tented  field,  dependent  upon  his  Government  for  sub- 
sistence and  pay«  can  only  draw  his  pay  quarterly;  and 
could  any  thing  be  more  just  than  that  he  should  receive 
it  whenever,  by  the  laws  of  his  country,  it  fell  due? 

He  (Mr.  F.)  maintained  that  the  character  of  the  Gov- 
ernment required  punctuality  of  payment,  even  to  the 
soldiers.  The  justice  of  the  Government  required  it; 
the  public  service  required  it;  the  laws  required  it;  and 
the  soldier  required  it;  the  subsistence  of^the  army  re- 
quired it,  and  a  just  responsibility  upon  the  disbursing 
officers  required  it. 

He  considered  the  increase  proposed  necessary  to  the 
efficiency  of  that  protection  which  all  our  military  poata 
were  intended  to  j^ive  to  our  coast  and  our  exposea  and 
widely  dispersed  frontiers.  He  maintained  that  no  part 
of  the  nation  was  more  interested  in  that  protection  than 
our  Northwestern  and  Southwestern  frontiers.  He  there- 
fore should  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senate;  and 
believed*  if  no  Indian  war  existed,  that  the  increase  pro- 
posed was  necessary  for  our  penaanent  peace  establish- 
ment. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPE]¥DIX 
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TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS— FmsT  SEftsioy. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TO    BOTH    HOUSES   OF   CONGKESS, 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS,  DECEMBEU  T,   1835. 


Fellow-citizens  of  Ike  SenaU 

and  House  qf  RepresentaHves: 
In  the  discharge  of  my  official  daty,  the  task  again  de* 
▼olves  upon  me  of  communicating  with  a  new  Congress. 
The  reflection  that  the  representation  of  the  Union  haii 
been  recently  renewed,  and  that  the  constitutional  term  of 
its  service  will  expire  with  my  own,  heightens  the  solici- 
tude with  which  I  shall  attempt  to  lay  be&re  it  the  state  of 
our  national  concerns,  and  the  devout  hope  which  I  che- 
rish, that  its  labors  to  improve  them  may  be  crowned  with 
succeas. 

You  are  assembled  at  a  period  of  profound  interest  to  the 
American  patriot.  The  unexampled  growth  and  prosperi- 
ty of  our  country,  having  given  us  a  rank  in  the  scale  of 
nations  which  removes  aU  apprehension  of  danger  to  our 
intes^ity  and  independence  from  external  foes,  the  career 
of  freedom  is  before  us,  with  an  earnest  from  the  post,  that, 
if  true  to  ourselves,  there  can  be  no  formidable  obstacle  in 
the  future,  to  its  peaceful  and  uninterrupted  pursuit  Yet, 
in  proportion  to  the  disappearance  of  those  apprehensions 
which  attended  our  weakness,  at  once  contrasted  with  the 
power  of  some  of  the  states  of  the  old  world,  should  we  now 
be  solicitous  as  to  those  which  belong  to  the  conviction,  that 
ie  IB  to  our  own  conduet  we  must  look  for  the  preservation 
of  those  causes,  on  which  depend  the  excellence  and  the 
duration  of  our  happy  system  of  Qovemment. 

In  the  example  of  other  83r8tems,  founded  on  the  wilt  of 
the  people,  we  trace  to  internal  dissension  the  influences 
which  have  so  often  blasted  the  hopes  of  the  friends  of 
freedom.  The  social  elements,  which  were  strong  and 
successful  when  united  against  external  danger,  failed  in 
the  more  difficult  task  of  properly  adjusting  their  own  in- 
ternal organization,  and  thus  gave  way  the  great  principle 
of  self-government.  Let  us  trust  that  this  admonition  wUl 
never  be  forgotten  by  the  Gk>vernment  or  the  People  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  testimony  which  our  experi- 
ence thus  far  holds  out  to  the  great  human  family,  of  the 
praticability  and  the  blessings  of  free  government  will  be 
confimiod  in  all  time  to  come. 

We  have  but  to  look  at  the  state  of  our  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  and  the  unexampled  in- 
crease of  our  population,  to  feel  the  magnitude  of  Uie  trust 
cotnuiitted  to  us.  Never,  in  any  former  period  of  our 
history,  have  we  had  greater  reason  than  we  now  have,  to 
be  thankful  to  Divine  Providence  for  the  blessings  of 
health  and  general  prosperity.  Every  branch  of  labor  we 
seo  cromrned  with  the  most  abundant  rewards:  in  every 
element  of  national  resources  and  wealth,  and  of  individ- 
ual comfort,  we  witness  the  most  rapid  and  solid  improve- 
mentff.  With  no  interruptions  to  this  pleasing  prospect  at 
home,  which  will  not  yi^d  to  the  spnrit  of  harmony  and 
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good  will  that  so  strikingly  pervades  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple in  every  quarter,  amidst  all  the  diversity  of  interest 
and  pursuits  to  which  they  are  attached:  and  with  no 
cause  of  solicitude  in  regard  to  our  external  affairs,  which 
will  not,  it  is  hoped,  disappear  before  the  pinci{)les  of  sim- 
ple justice  and  tne  forbearance  that  mark  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  Powers — we  have  every  reason  to  feel  proud 
of  our  befoved  country. 

The  general  state  of  our  Foreign  Relations  has  not  ma- 
terially changed  since  my  last  annual  message. 

In  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  Northeastern 
boundary,  little  progress  has  been  made.  Great  Britain 
has  declmed  acceding  to  the  proposition  of  the  United 
States,  presented  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  unless  certain  preliminary  conditions  were  admit- 
ted, which  I  deemed  incompatible  with  a  satisfactory  and 
rightful  adjustment  of  the  controversy.  Waiting  for  some 
distinct  proposal  from  the  Qovernmcnt  of  Great  Britain, 
which  has  been  invited,  I  can  only  repeat  the  expression 
of  mv  confidence,  that  with  the  strong  mutual  disposition 
which  I  believe  exists,  to  make  a  just  arrangement,  this 
perplexing  question  can  be  settled  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
weU-founded  pretensions  and  pacific  policy  of  all  the  par- 
ties to  it.  Events  are  frequently  occurring  on  the  North- 
eastern frontier,  of  a  character  to  impress  upon  fdl  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  speedy  and  definitive  termination  of  the  dis- 
pute. This  consideration,  added  to  the  desire  common  to 
both,  to  relieve  the  liberal  and  friendly  relations  so  happily 
existing  between  the  two  countries  from  all  embanrass- 
ment,  will,  no  doubt,  have  its  just  influence  upon  both. 

Our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Portugal  has  been  re- 
newed, and  it  is  expected  that  the  claims  of  our  citizens, 
partially  paid,  will  be  fully  satisfied  as  soon  as  the  condition 
of  the  Ctueen's  Government  will  permit  the  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  them.  That  Gk)vemment  nas,  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you,  manifested  a  determination  to  act  up- 
on the  libehil  principles  which  have  marked  our  commercial 
policy;  the  happiest  effects  upon  the  future  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  Portugal,  are  anticipated  from  it,  and 
the  time  is  not  thought  to  be  remote  when  a  system  of  per- 
fect reciprocity  will  l)c  established. 

The  instalments  due  under  the  Convention  with  the  King 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  have  been  paid  with  that  scrupulous 
fidelity  by  which  his  whole  conduct  has  been  characterised, 
and  the  hope  is  indulged,  that  the  adjustment  of  the  vexed 
question  of  our  claims  will  be  followed  by  a  more  extended 
and  mutually  beneficial  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

The  internal  contest  still  continues  in  Spain.  Distin- 
guished as  this  struggle  has  unhappily  been,  by  incidents  of 
the  most  sanguinary  character,  the  obligations  of  the  late 
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treaty  of  indemnification  with  us,  have  been,  neverthelcw, 
faithfully  executed  b^  the  Spanish  Grovemment. 

No  provision  having  been  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  claims  to  be  paid, 
and  the  apportionment  of  the  funds,  under  the  convention 
made  with  Spain,  I  invite  your  early  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject. The  public  evidences  of  the  debt  have,  according  to 
the  terms  or  the  convention,  and  in  the  forms  prescribed  by 
it,  been  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  interest,  as  it  fell  due,  has  been  refrulariy  paid  upon 
them.  Our  commercial  intercourse  with  Cuoa  stands  as 
regulated  by  the  act  of  Congress.  No  recent  information 
has  been  received  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  Government 
of  Madrid  on  this  subject,  and  the  lamented  death  of  our 
recently  appointed  Minister,  on  his  way  to  Spain,  with  the 
pressure  of  their  affairs  at  home,  render  it  scarcely  probable 
that  any  change  is  to  l)c  looked  for  during  the  coming  year. 
Further  portions  of  the  Florida  archives  have  been  sent  to 
the  United  States,  although  the  death  of  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners, at  a  critical  moment,  embarrassed  the  progress 
of  the  delivery  of  them.  The  higher  officers  of  the  local 
Government  have  recently  shown  an  anxious  desire,  in 
compliance  with  the  orders  from  the  parent  Government,  to 
facihtate  the  selection  and  delivery  of  all  we  have  a  right 
to  claim. 

Negotiations  have  been  opened  at  Madrid,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  lasting  peace  between  Spain  and  such  of 
the  Spanish  American  Govenunents  of  tfiis  hemisphere,  as 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  intimaticn  given  to  all  of 
them,  of  the  disposition  of  Spain  to  treat  upon  the  bans  of 
their  entire  independence.  It  is  to  be  regretted,-  that  simul- 
taneous appointments,  by  all,  of  ministers  to  negotiate  with 
Spain,  had  not  been  made;  the  negotiation  itself  would 
have  been  simplified,  and  this  long-standing  dispute,  spread- 
ing over  a  large  portion  of  the  world,  would  have  been 
brought  to  a  more  speedy  conclnsion. 

Our  political  and  commercial  relations  with  Austria, 
Prussia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  stand  on  the  usual  favor- 
able bases.  One  of  the  articles  of  our  treaty  with  Russia, 
in  relation  to  the  trade  on  the  Northwest  coast  of  America, 
having  expired,  instructions  have  been  given  to  our  Minis- 
ter at  St.  Petersburg  to  negotiate  a  renewal  of  it.  The 
long  and  unbroken  amity  between  the  two  Governments 
gives  every  reason  for  supposing  the  article  will  be  renew- 
ed, if  stronger  motives  do  not  exist  to  prevent  it  than,  with 
our  view  of  the  subject,  can  be  anticipated  here. 

I  ask  your  attention  to  the  message  of  my  predecessor  at 
the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  nineteenth  Con- 
gress, relative  to  our  commercial  inteioourse  with  Holland, 
and  to  the  documents  connect€»dwith  that  subject,  commu- 
nicated to  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  on  the  lOlh  of 
January,  1835,  and  I8th  January,  1827.  Coinciding  is 
the  opinion  of  my  predecessor,  that  Holland  is  not,  uiMer 
the  regulations  of  her  present  system,  entitled  to  have  her 
▼easels  and  their  cargoes  received  into  the  United  States  on 
the  footing  of  American  vessels  and  cargoes,  as  regards  du- 
ties of  tonnage  and  impost,  a  respect  for  his  reference  of  it 
to  the  Legislature,  has  ak>ne  prevented  me  from  acting  on 
the  subject.  I  should  still  have  waited,  without  comment, 
for  the  action  of  Congress,  but  recently  a  claim  has  been 
made  by  Belgian  subjects  to  admission  into  our  ports  for 
their  ships  and  cargoes,  on  the  same  footing  as  American, 
with  the  allegation  we  could  not  dispute,  that  our  vessels 
received  in  their  ports  the  identical  treatment  shown  to  them 
in  the  ports  of  Holland,  upon  whose  vessels  no  discrimina- 
tion is  made  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Giving  the 
same  privileges,  the  Belgians  expected  the  same  benefits — 
benefits  that  were  in  fact  enjoyed  when  Belgium  and  Hol- 
land were  united  under  one  government.  Satisfied  with 
the  justice  of  their  pretension  to  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  Holland,  I  could  not,  nevertheless,  without  disre- 
gard to  the  principle  of  our  laws,  admit  their  claim  to  be 
treated  as  Americans;  and  at  the  same  time  a  respect  for 
Congress,  to  whom  the  subject  had  long  since  been  refer- 
red, nas  prevented  mo  from  producing  a  just  equality,  by 
taking  firom  the  vessels  of  Holland  privileges  conditionally 
granted  by  acts  of  Congress,  although  the  condition  upon 


which  the  grant  was  made,  has,  in  my  judgment,  fidled 
since  1622.  I  recommend,  therefore,  a  review  of  the  act  of 
1824,  and  such  a  modification  of  it  as  will  produce  an  equal- 
ity, on  such  terms  as  Congress  shall  think  best  comports 
with  our  settled  policy,  and  the  obligations  of  justice  to 
two  friendly  Powers. 

With  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  all  the  Governments  on 
the  coast  of  Barbary,  our  relations  continue  to  be  friendly. 
The  proper  steps  have  been  taken  to  renew  our  treaty  with 
Morocco. 

The  Argentine  Republic  has  again  promised  to  send, 
within  the  current  ^ear,  a  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

A  Convention  with  Mexico  for  extending  the  time  for 
the  appcintnent  of  commissioners  to  run  the  boundary  line 
has  been  concluded,  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Senate. 
Recent  events  in  that  country  have  awakened  the  liveliest 
soliintude  in  the  United  States.  Aware  of  the  strong 
temptations  existinff,  and  powerful  inducements  held  out  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  mingle  in  the  dissen- 
sions of  our  immediate  neighbors,  instructions  have  bren 
^ven  to  the  District  Attorneys  of  the  United  States,  where 
indications  warranted  it,  to  prosecute,  without  rei^pect  to 
persons,  all  who  might  attempt  to  violate  the  obligations  of 
our  neutrality :  while  at  the  saihe  time  it  has  been  thought 
necessary  to  apprize  the  Government  of  Mexico  that  we 
should  require  the  integrity  of  our  territory  to  be  scrupu- 
lously respected  by  both  parties. 

From  our  diplomatic  agents  in  Brazil,  Chili,  Peru,  Cen- 
tral America,  Venexoela,  and  New  Granada,  constant  as- 
surances are  received  of  the  continued  good  understanding 
with  the  Governments  to  which  they  are  severally  accredit- 
ed. With  those  Governments  upon  which  our  citizens 
have  valid  and  accumulating  claims,  scarcely  an  advanca 
towards  a  settlement  of  them  is  made,  owing  mainly  to 
their  distracted  state,  or  to  the  pressure  of  imperative  do- 
mestic questions.  Our  patience  has  been,  and  will  proba- 
bly be,  still  further  severely  tried ;  but  our  fellow-citizens 
whose  interests  are  involved,  may  confide  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Grovemment  to  obtain  for  them,  eventually,  am- 
ple retribution. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  nations  of  this  hemisphere 
are  still  self-tormented  by  domestic  dissensions.  Revolu- 
tion succeeds  revolution,  injuries  are  committed  upon  for- 
eigners engaged  in  lawful  pursuits,  much  time  elapses  be< 
fore  a  Gk>verranent  sufficiently  stable  is  erected  to  justify 
expectation  of  redress— Ministers  are  sent  and  received, and 
before  the  discussions  of  past  injuries  are  fairly  begun, 
fresh  troubles  arise;  but  too  frequently  new  injuries  are  ad- 
ded to  the  old,  to  bo  discussed  toffother,  with  the  existing 
Government,  after  it  has  proved  its  ability  to  eostain  the 
assaults  made  upon  it,  or  with  its  successor,  if  overthrown. 
If  this  unhappy  condition  of  things  continues  much  longer, 
other  nations  will  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  dccid- 
in^  whether  justice  to  their  suffering  citizens  ^oes  not  re- 
quire a  pvom|it  redress  of  injuries  by  their  own  power, 
without  waiting  for  the  establishment  of  a  Government 
competent  and  enduring  enough  to  discuss  and  to  make  sat- 
isfaction for  them. 

Since  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  validity  of  our 
claims  upon  France,  as  liquidated  by  the  treaty  ofl83l, 
has  been  acknowledged  by  both  branches  of  her  Lrgisla- 
luro,  and  the  money  has  been  appropriated  for  their  dis- 
charge; but  the  payment  is,  I  regret  to  inform  you,  still 
withheld. 

A  brief  recapitulation  of  the  mcst  important  incidents  in 
this  protracted  controversy,  will  show  how  utterly  untena- 
ble are  the  grounds  upon  which  this  course  is  attempted  to 
be  justified. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  station,  I  found  tho 
United  States  an  unsuccessful  ap^cant  to  the  justice  of 
France,  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims,  the -validity  of  which 
was  never  questionable,  and  has  now  been  most  solcn^nly 
admitted  by  France  herself.  1  he  antiquity  of  these  riain  «, 
their  high  lustice,  and  the  aggravating  circumstar.crK  cut 
of  which  tiiey  arose,  are  too  nniiliar  to  the  Amcriren  Pco- 
]Ae  to  require  description.  It  is  sufficient  toeay,  that,  for 
a  period  of  ten  yean  and  upwards,  cur  commerce  was, 
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with  but  little  interruption,  the  subject  of  constant  aggres- 
sions on  the  part  of  France— agressions,  the  ordinary  fea- 
tures of  whicQ  were  condemnations  of  vessels  and  cargoes 
under  arbitrary  decrees,  adopted  in  contravention,  as  well 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  of  treaty  stipulations  :  buminjgs 
on  the  high  seas,  and  seizures  and  confiscations,  under 
special  imperial  rescripts,  in  the  ports  of  other  nations  oc- 
cupied by  the  armies,  or  under  the  control  of  France. — 
Such,  it  is  now  conceded,  is  the  character  of  the  wrongs 
we  suffered — wrongs,  in  many  casos,  so  flagrant,  that  even 
their  authors  never  denied  our  right  to  reparation.  Of  the 
extent  of  these  injuries,  some  conception  may  be  formed 
from  the  fact,  that  after  the  burning  of  a  large  amount  at 
•ea,  and  the  necessary  deterioration,  in  other  cases,  by  long 
detention,  the  American  property  so  seized  and  sacrificed  at 
forced  sales,  excluding  what  was  adjudged  to  privateers, 
before  or  without  condemnation,  brought  into  the  French 
Treasury  upwards  of  twenty-four  miSions  of  francs,  be- 
sides large  custom-house  duties. 

The  subject  had  already  been  an  affair  of  twenty  years' 
uninterrupted  negotiation,  except  for  a  short  time,  when 
France  was  overwhelmed  by  the  military  power  of  united 
Europe.    During  this  period,  whilst  other  nations  were  ex- 
tMting  from  her  pa3rment  uf  their  claims  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  the  UmtedStotes  intermitted  their  demand  for 
justice,  out  of    respect  to  the  oppressed  condition  of  a 
gallant  people,  to  whom  they  felt  under  obligations  for  fht- 
temal  assistance  in  their  own  days  of  suffenng  and  of  pe- 
ril.   The  bad  effects  of  these  protracted  and  unavaihng 
discussions,  as  well  upon  our  relations  with  France  as  upon 
our  national  character,  were  obvious ;  and  the  line  of  duty 
was  to  my  mind  equally  so.    This  was,  either  to  insist  up- 
on the  adjustment  of  our  claims  within  a  reasonable  period, 
or  to  abandon  them  altogether.     I  could  not  doubt  that,  by 
this  course,  the  interests  and  honor  of  both  countries  would 
be  best  ^  consulted.     Instructions  were  therefore  given  in 
this  spirit,  to  the  Minister  who  was  sent  out,  once  more 
to  demand  reparation.    Upon  the  meeting  of  Congress,  in 
December,  1839,  I  fblt  it  my  duty  to  speak  of  these  claims, 
and  the  delays  of  France,  in  terms  calculated  to  call  the 
serious  attention  of  both  countries  to  the  subject.    The 
then  French  Ministry  took  exception  to  the  message  on 
the  ground  of  its  containing  a  menace,  under  which  it  was 
not  agreeable  to  the  French  Government  to  negotiate.    The 
American  mini8ter,of  his  own  aocord.refbtcMl  the  construction 
which  was  attempted  to  be  put  upon  the  message,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  called  to  the  recollection  of  the  French  Ministry, 
that  the  PresMent's  message  was  a  communication  address- 
ed, not  to  Foreign  Governments,  but  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  it  was  enjoined  upon  Him,  by  the 
constitution,  to  lay  before  that  body  information  of  the  state 
of  the  Union,  comprehending  its  foreign  as  well  as  its  do- 
mestic relations;  and  that  if,  m  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  he 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  summon  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, in  due  time,  to  what  might  be  the  possible  consequences 
ofexisting  difficulties  with  any  foreign  Government,  he  might 
fairly  be  supposed  to  do  so  under  a  sense  of  what  was  due 
from  him  in  a  frank  communication  with  another  branch  of 
his  own  Government,  and  not  fipom  any  intention  of  hold- 
ing a  menace  over  a  foreign  Power.     The  views  taken  by 
him  received  my  approbation;  the  French  Government' was 
satisfied,  and  the  negotiation  was  continued.     It  terminated 
in  the  treaty  of  July  4,  1831,  recognising  the  justice  of  our 
claims,  in  part,  and  promising  payment  to  the  amount  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  francs,  in  six  annual  instalments. 

The  ratifications  of  this  treaty  were  exchanged  at  Wash- 
ington, on  the  2d  of  February,  1832,  and  in  five  days  there- 
after it  was  laid  before  Congress,  who  immediately  passed 
the  acts  necessary,  on  our  part,  to  secure  to  France  the 
commercial  advantages  conceded  to  her  in  the  compact. 
The  treaty  had  previously  been  solemnly  ratified  by  the 
King  of  the  French,  in  terms  which  are  certainly  not  mere 
matters  of  form,  and  of  which  the  translation  is  as  follows: 
"  We,  apjiroving  the  above  convention,  in  all  and  each  of 
the  dispddtions  which  are  contained  in  it,  do  declare,  by 
ourselves,  as  well  as  by  our  heirs  and  successors,  that  it  is 
accepted,  approved,  ratified,  and  confirmed;  and  by  these 


presents,  signed  by  our  hand,  we  do  accept,  approve,  ratify, 
and  confirm  it;  promising,  on  the  faith  and  word  of  a  King, 
to  observe  it,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  observed  inviolably,  with- 
out ever  contravening  it,  or  sufftering  it  to  be  contravened, 
directly  or  indirectly,  for  any  cause,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatsoever." 

Official  information  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications  in 
the  United  States  reached  Paris  whilst  the  Chambers  were 
in  session.  The  extraordinary,  and  to  us  injurious,  delays 
of  the  French  Gh>vemment,  in  their  action  upon  the  subject 
of  its  fulfilment,  have  been  heretofore  stated  to  Congress, 
and  I  have  no  disposition  to  enlarge  upon  them  here.  It  is 
sufficient  to  observe  that  the  then  pending  session  was  al- 
lowed to  expire  without  even  an  effort  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary appropriations;  that  the  two  succeeding  ones  were  also 
suffer^  to  pass  away  without  any  thin^  like  a  serious  at- 
tempt to  obtain  a  decision  upon  the  subject;  and  that  it  was 
not  until  the  fourth  session,  almost  three  years  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  and  more  than  two  years  after  the 
exchange  of  ratifications,  that  the  bill  for  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  was  pressed  to  a  vote  and  rejected. 

In  the  meantune,  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
having  fUll  confidence  that  a  treaty  entered  into  and  so 
solemnly  ratified  by  the  French  Kms,  would  be  executed 
in  gooa  faith,  and  not  doubting  that  provision  would 
be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment,  which  was 
to  become  due  on  the  second  day  of  February,  1833,  nego- 
tiated a  draft  for  the  amount  through  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  When  this  draft  was  presented  by  the  holder, 
with  the  credentials  reouired  by  the  treaty  to  authorize  him 
to  receive  the  money,  tne  Government  of  France  allowed 
it  to  be  protested.  In  addition  to  the  injury  in  the  non- 
payment of  the  money  by  Prance,  conformably  to  her  en- 
gagement, the  United  States  were  exposed  to  a  heavy 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  under  pretence  of  damages, 
in  satisfaction  of  which  that  institution  seized  upon,  and 
still  retains,  an  equal  amount  of  the  public  moneys.  Con- 
gress was  in  session  when  the  decision  of  the  Chunbers 
reached  Washington,  and  an  immediate  communication  of 
this  apparently  final  decision  of  France  not  to  fulfil  the  sti- 
pulations of  the  treaty,  was  the  course  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  President.  The  deep  tone  of  dissatisfac- 
tion which  pervaded  the  public  mind,  and  the  correspon- 
dent excitement  produced  in  Congress  by  only  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  result,  rendered  it  more  than  probable 
that  a  resort  to  immediate  measures  of  redress  would  be  the 
consequence  of  calling  the  attention  of  that  body  to  the 
subject.  Sincerely  desirous  of  preserving  the  pacific  rela- 
tions which  had  so  long  existed  between  the  two  countries, 
I  was  anxious  to  avoid  this  course  if  I  could  be  satisfied  that 
by  doing  so  neither  the  interest  nor  the  honor  of  my  coun- 
try would  be  compromitted.  Without  the  fullest  assurances 
upon  that  point,  I  ceuld  not  hope  to  acquit  myself  of  the 
responsibility  to  be  incurred,  in  suffering  Congress  to  ad- 
journ without  laying  the  subject  before  them.  Those  re- 
ceived by  me  were  believed  to  be  of  that  character. 

That  the  feelings  produced  in  the  United  States  by  the 
news  of  the  reje<'tion  of  the  appropriation  would  be  such  as 
I  have  described  them  to  have  been,  was  foreseen  by  the 
French  Government,  and  prompt  measures  were  taken  by 
it  to  prevent  the  consequences.  The  King,  in  person,  ex- 
pressed through  our  Minister  at  Paris  his  profound  regret 
at  the  decision^  of  the  Chambers,  and  promised  to  send, 
forthwith,  a  national  ship  with  despatches  to  his  Miiuster 
here,  authorizing  him  to  give  such  assurances  as  would  sa- 
tisfy the  Government  and  People  of  the  United  States 
that  the  treaty  would  yet  be  faithfully  executed  by  France. 
The  national  ship  arrived,  and  the  Minister  received  his 
instructions.  Claiming  to  act  under  the  authority  derived 
from  them,  he  gave  to  this  Government  in  the  name  of 
Ws,  the  most  solemn  assurances,  that,  as  soon  afUr  the 
new  elections  as  the  charter  would  permit,  the  French 
Chambers  would  be  convened,  and  the  attempt  to  procure 
the  necessary  appropriations  renewed;  that  all  ihe  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers  should  be  put  in 
requisition  to  accomplish  theobiect;  and  he  was  understood 
and  so  expmsly  informed  by  this  Government  at  the  time, 
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to  engage  that  the  qacstion  should  be  pressed  to  a  decision 
at  a  penod  sufficiently  early  to  permit  information  of  the 
result  to  be  communicated  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  their  next  session.  Relying  upon  these  assu- 
rances, I  incurred  the  responsibility,  great  as  I  regarded  it 
to  be,  of  suffering  Congress  to  separate  without  communi- 
cating with  them  upon  the  subject. 

The  expectations  justly  founded  upon  the  promises  thus 
solemnly  made  to  this  Grovcmmcnt  by  that  of  France,  were 
not  realixed.  The  French  Chambers  met  on  the  31st  of 
July,  1634,  soon  after  the  election ;  and  although  our  Min- 
ister in  Paris  urged  the  French  Ministry  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject before  them,  they  declined  doing  so.  He  next  insist- 
ed that  the  Chambers,  if  prorogued  without  acting  on  the 
subject,  should  be  re-assembled  at  a  period  so  early  that 
their  action  on  the  treaty  might  be  known  in  Washington 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  Congress.  This  reasonable  request 
was  not  only  declined,  but  the  Chambers  were  prorogued 
to  the  29th  of  December,  a  day  so  late,  that  their  decision, 
however  urgently  pressed,  couJd  not,  in  all  probability,  be 
obtained  in  time  to  reach  Washington  before  the  necessary 
adjournment  of  Congress  by  the  Constitution.  The  rea- 
sons given  by  the  Ministiv  for  refusing  to  convoke  the 
Chambers  at  an  early  period,  were  afterwards  shown  not 
to  be  insuperable,  by  their  actual  cimvocation  on  the  1st  of 
December,  under  a  special  call,  for  domestic  purposes — 
which  fact,  however,  dud  not  become  known  to  this  Qovem- 
ment  until  after  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of 
Coneress. 

Thus  disappointed  in  our  just  expectations,  it  became 
my  imperative  duty  to  consult  with  Congress  in  regard  to 
the  expediency  of  a  resort  to  retaliatory  measures,  in  case 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  should  not  be  speedily  com- 
plied with ;  and  to  recommend  such  as  in  my  judgment, 
the  occasion  called  for.  To  this  end,  an  unreserved  com- 
munication of  the  case,  in  all  its  aspects,  became  indispen- 
sable. To  have  shrunk,  in  making  it,  from  saying  all 
that  was  necessary  to  its  correct  understanding,  and  that 
the  truth  would  justify,  for  fear  of  givinff  offence  to  others, 
would  haye  been  unworthy  of  us.  Toliave  gone,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  single  step  further,  for  the  purpose  of  wound- 
ing the  pride  of  a  Government  and  people  with  whom  we 
hi^  80  many  motives  for  cultivating  relations  of  amity  and 
reciprocal  advantage,  would  have  been  unwise  and  impro- 
per. Admonished  by  the  past  of  the  difficulty  of  making 
even  the  simplest  statement  of  our  wronss,  without  dis- 
turbing the  sensibilities  of  those  who  had,  by  their  posi- 
tion, become  responsible  for  their  redress,  and  earnestly  de- 
sirous of  preventing  further  obstacles  from  that  source,  I 
went  out  of  my  way  to  preclude  a  construction  of  the 
message,  by  which  the  recommendation  that  was  made  to 
Congress  might  be  regarded  as  a  menace  to  France,  in 
not  only  disavowing  such  a  design,  but  in  declaring  that  her 
pride  and  her  power  were  too  wellknown  to  expect  any  thing 
fiom  her  fears.  The  messafre  did  not  reach  Pans  untfl 
more  than  a  month  after  the  Cnambers  had  been  in  session ; 
and  such  was  the  insensibility  of  the  Ministry  to  our  right- 
ful claims  and  just  expectations,  that  our  Minister  had 
been  informed  that  the  matter,  when  introduced,  would 
not  be  pressed  as  a  cabinet  measure. 

Although  the  message  was  not  officially  communicated 
to  the  French  Government,  and  notwithstanding  the  de- 
claration to  the  contrary  which  it  contained,  the  French 
Ministry  decided  to  consider  the  conditional  recommenda- 
tion of  reprisals,  a  menace  and  an  insult,  which  the  honor 
of  the  nation  made  it  incumbent  on  them  to  resent.  The 
measures  resorted  to  by  them  to  evince  their  sense  of  the 
supposed  indignity,  were,  the  immediate  recall  of  their  Mi- 
nister at  Washington,  the  offer  of  passports  to  the  Ameri- 
can Minister  at  Paris,  and  a  public  notice  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Chambers,  that  all  diplomatic  intercourse  with  the 
United  States  had  been  suspended. 

Having,  in  this  manner,  vindicated  the  dignityof  France, 
the^  next  proceeded  to  illustrate  her  justice.  To  this  end 
a  bill  was  immediately  introduced  into  the  Chamber  of  De- 
puties, proposing  to  make  the  appropriations  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  treaty.  As  this  bill  subsequently  pass- 


ed into  a  law,  the  provisions  of  which  now  constitute  the 
main  subject  of  difficulty  between  the  two  nations,  it  be- 
comes my  duty,  in  order  to  place  the  subject  before  you  in 
a  clear  light,  to  trace  the  history  of  its  passage,  and  to  re- 
fer, with  some  particularity,  to  the  proceedings  and  discus- 
sions in  regard  to  it.  The  Minister  of  Finance,  in  his 
opening  speech,  alluded  to  the  measures  which  had  been 
adoptea  to  resent  the  supposed  indignity,  and  recommended 
the  execution  of  the  treaty  as  a  measure  required  by  the 
honor  and  iustice  of  France.  He,  as  the  organ  of  the 
Ministry,  oeclared  the  message,  so  long  as  it  had  not  n- 
ccived  the  sanction  of  Congress,  a  mere  exynssion  of  ths 
personal  opinion  of  the  President,  for  which  neither  ths 
Government  nor  People  of  the  United  States  were  respon- 
sible, and  that  an  engageinent  had  been  entered  into,  fyr 
the  fulfilment  of  which  the  honor  of  France  was  i^odged. 
Entertaining  these  views,  the  single  condition  which  the 
French  Ministry  proposed  to  annex  to  the  payment  of  the 
money  was,  that  it  should  not  be  made  until  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  done 
nothing  to  injure  the  interests  of  France;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  no  steps  had  been  authorized  by  Congress  of  a 
hostile  character  towards  France. 

What  the  disposition  or  action  of  Csogrcss  might  be, 
was  then  unknown  to  the  French  Cabinet.  But,  on  the 
14th  of  January,  the  Senate  resolved  that  it  was,  at  that 
time,  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  legislative  measures  in  xc- 
^rd  to  the  state  of  affairs  between  the  United  States  and 
Fntnce,  and  no  action  on  the  subject  had  occurred  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  These  iacts  were  known  in 
Paris  prior  to  the  28th  of  March,  1635,  when  the  commit- 
tee, to  whom  the  bill  of  indemnification  had  been  referred, 
reported  it  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  That  coBimittee 
substantially  re-echoed  the  sentiments  of  the  Ministry,  de- 
clared that  Congress  had  set  aside  the  proposition  of  the 
President,  and  recommended  the  passace  or  the  bill  with* 
out  any  other  restriction  than  that  originuly  proposed.  Thus 
was  it  known  to  the  French  Ministry  and  Chambers,  that 
if  the  position  assumed  by  them,  and  which  had  been  so 
fre(}uently  and  solemnly  announced  as  the  only  one  com- 

eitible  with  the  honor  of  France,  was  maintained,  and  the 
II  passed  as  originally  proposed,the  money  would  be  paid, 
and  there  would  be  an  end  of  this  unfortunate  contro- 
versy. 

But  this  cheering  prospect  was  soon  destroyed  by  an 
amendment  introducea  into  the  bill  at  the  moment  of  its 
passage,  providing  that  the  money  should  not  be  paid  iin- 
til  the  French  Government  had  received  satisfactory  expla- 
nations of  the  President's  message,  of  the  2d  December, 
1634;  and  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  the  President 
of  the  Council  of  Ministers  adopted  this  amendment,  and 
consented  to  its  incorporation  in  the  bill.  In  regard  to  a 
supposed  insult  wluch  had  been  formally  resent^i  by  the 
recall  of  their  Minister,  and  the  offer  of  passports  to  ours, 
they  now,  for  the  first  time,  proposed  to  ask  explanations. 
Sentiments  and,  propositions,  which  they  had  declared 
could  not  justly  be  imputed  to  theGK>vernmentor  People  of 
the  United  States,  arc  set  up  as  obstacles  to  the  perform- 
ance of  an  act  of  conceded  justice  to  that  Government  and 
People.  They  had  declared  that  the  honor  of  France  re- 
quired the  fulfilment  of  the  engagement  into  which  the 
Eltng  had  entered,  unless  Congress  adopted  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  message.  They  ascertained  that  Congress 
did  not  adopt  them,  and  yet  that  fulfilment  is  refused,  un- 
less they  first  obtain  from  the  President  explanations  of  an 
opinion  characterized  by  themselves  as  personal  and  in- 
operative. 

The  conception  that  it  was  my  intention  to  menace  or  in- 
sult the  Government  of  France,  is  as  unfounded,  as  the  at- 
tempt to  extort  from  the  fean  of  that  nation  what  her  sense 
of  justice  may  deny,  would  be  vain  and  ridiculous.  But 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  imposes  on  the  Pre* 
sident  the  duty  of  Isjjring  before  Congress  the  condition  of 
the  country,  in  its  foreign  and  domestic  relations,  and  of 
recommending^  such  measures  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  re- 
quired by  its  interests.  From  the  performance  of  this  du- 
ty he  cannot  be  deterred  by  the  fear  of  wounding  the  sensi- 


Digitized  byLiiOOQlC 


APPENDlX^To  Gales  Sf  Seaton'g  Register. 


MetMoge  ofiht  Prendeni  oft/ie  Uniitd  States . 


[24th  CoKo.  Ist  SBft. 


bilitios  of  the  people  or  GoTemment  of  whom  it  may  be- 
come necessary  to  speak;  and  the  American  People  are  in- 
capable of  submitting  to  an  interference,  by  any  Crovem- 
ment  on  earth,  however  powerful,  with  the  free  perform- 
ance of  the  domestic  duties  which  the  constitution  has  im- 
posed on  their  public  functionaries.  The  discussions  which 
intervene  betwen  the  several  departments  of  our  Govern- 
ment belong  to  ourselvel^  and,  for  an^  thing  said  in  them, 
our  public  servants  are  only  rcsjMnsible  to  their  own  con- 
stituenU,  and  to  each  other.  If,  in  the  course  of  their  con- 
sultations, &cts  are  erroneously  stated,  or  unjust  deduc- 
tions are  made,  they  require  no  other  inducement  to  cor- 
rect them,  however  informed  of  their  error,  than  their  love 
of  justice,  and  what  is  due  to  their  own  character  but  they 
can  never  submit  to  bo  interrogated  upon  the  subject,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  by  a  foreign  Fewer.  When  our  discus- 
sions terminate  in  acts,  our  responsibility  to  foreign  Pow- 
ers commences,  not  as  individuals,  but  as  a  nation.  The 
principle  which  calls  in  question  the  President  ibr  the  lan- 
guage of  his  message,  would  equally  justify  a  foreien  Pow- 
er in  demanding  explanation  of  the  language  used  in  the 
report  of  a  committee,  or  by  a  member  in  debate. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  Government  of  France 
has  taken  exception  to  the  messages  of  American  Presidents. 
President  Washington,  and  the  first  President  Adams,  in 
the  performance  ot  their  duties  to  the  American  People,  fell 
under  the  animadversions  of  the  French  Directory.  The 
objection  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Charles  X,  and  removed 
by  the  explanations  made  by  our  Minister  upon  the  spot,  has 
alread;^  been  adverted  to.  When  it  was  understood  that 
the  Ministry  of  the  present  King  took  exception  to  mv 
message  of  last  year,  putting  a  construction  upon  it  which 
was  disavowed  on  its  face,  our  late  Minister  at  Paris,  in  an- 
swer to  the  note  which  first  announced  a  dissatisfaction 
with  the  language  used  in  the  message,  made  a  communi- 
cation to  the  French  Government  under  date  of  the  29th  of 
January,  1835,  calculated  to  remove  all  impressions  which 
an  unreasonable  susceptibility  had  created.  He  repeated, 
and  called  the  attention  of  the  French  Government  to,  the 
disavowal  contained  in  the  message  itself,  of  any  intention 
to  intimidate  by  menace — ^he  truly  declared  that  it  contain- 
ed, and  was  intended  to  contain,  no  charge  of  ill-faith 
against  the  King  of  the  French,  and  properly  distinguished 
between  the  right  to  complain  in  unexceptionable  terms,  of 
the  omission  to  execute  an  agreement,  and  an  accusation 
of  bad  motives  in  withholding  such  execution — and  demon- 
strated, that  the  necessary  use  of  that  right  ought  not  to  be 
considered  as  an  offensive  imputation.  Although  this  com- 
munication was  made  without  instructions, anoentirely on 
the  Minister's  own  responsibility,  yet  it  was  afterwards 
made  the  act  of  this  Government  by  my  full  approbation, 
and  that  approbation  was  officially  made  known  on  the  35th 
of  April,  1835,  to  the  French  Government.  It,  however, 
failed  to  have  any  effect.  The  law,  after  this  friendly  ex- 
planation, passed  with  the  obnoxious  amendment,  support- 
ed by  the  King's  Ministers,  and  was  finally  approved  by 
the  King. 

'The  People  of  the  United  States  arc  justly  attached  to  a 
picific  system  in  their  intercourse  with  foreign  nations.  It 
IS  proper,  therefore,  that  they  should  know  whether  their 
Government  has  adhered  4o  it.  In  the  present  instance  it 
has  been  carried  to  the  utmost  extent  that  was  consistent 
with  a  becoming  self-respect.  The  note  of  the  89th  of  Ja- 
nuary, to  which  I  have  Wore  alluded,  was  not  the  onl^ 
one  which  our  Minister  took  upon  himself  the  responsibili- 
ty of  presenting,  on  the  same  subject,  and  in  the  same  spi- 
rit. Finding  that  it  was  intended  to  make  the  payment  of 
a  last  debt  dependent  on  the  performance  of  a  condition 
wnich  he  knew  could  never  be  complied  with,  he  thought  it 
a  duty  to  make  another  attempt  to  convince  the  French  Gro- 
vemment,  that  whilst  self-respect  and  a  regard  to  the  dig- 
nity of  other  nations  would  always  prevent  us  firom  using 
any  language  that  ought  to  give  offence,  yet  we  eould  never 
admit  a  right  in  any  foreign  Government  to  ask  explana- 
tions of,  or  to  interfere  in  any  manner  in,  the  communica- 
tions which  one  branch  of  our  public  councils  made  with 
another:  that  in  the  present  ease  no  such  language  had 


been  used,  and  that  this  had  in  a  former  note  been  fully  and 
voluntarily  stated,  before  it  was  contemplated  to  make  the 
explanation  a  condition:  and  that  there  might  be  no  misap- 
prehension, he  stated  the  terms  used  in  that  note,  and  he  of- 
ficially informed  them  that  it  had  been  approved  by  the  Pre- 
sident; and  that,  therefore,  every  explanation  which  could 
reasonably  be  asked,  or  honorably  given,  had  been  already 
made — that  the  contemplated  measure  haid  been  anticipated 
by  a  voluntary  and  friendly  declaration,  and  was  therefore 
not  only  useless,  but  might  be  deemed  offensive,  and  certain- 
ly would  not  be  complied  with,  if  annexed  as  a  condition. 

When  this  latter  communication,  to  which  I  specially 
invite  the  attention  of  Congress,  was  laid  before  me,  I  en- 
tertained the  hope  that  the  means  it  was  obviously  intendr 
ed  to  afford,  of  an  honorable  and  speedy  adjustment  of  the 
difficulties  between  the  two  nations,  would  have  been  ac- 
cepted, and  I  therefore  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  my  sanc- 
tion and  full  ararobation.  This  was  due  to  the  Minister 
who  had  made  himsdf  responsible  for  the  act;  and  it  was 
published  to  the  People  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now 
laid  before  their  representatives,  to  show  how  far  their  Ex- 
ecutive has  gone  in  its  endeavors  to  restore  a  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  countries.  It  would  have  been, 
at  any  time,  communicated  to  the  Government  of  Franco, 
had  it  been  officially  requested. 

The  French  Government  having  received  all  the  expla- 
nation which  honor  and  principle  permitted,  and  which 
could  in  reason  be  asked,  it  was  noped  it  would  no  longer 
hesitate  to  pay  the  instalments  now  due.  The  agent  au- 
thorized to  receive  tlie  money  was  instructed  to  inform  the 
French  Minister  of  his  readiness  to  do  mo.  In  reply  to 
this  notice,  he  was  told  that  the  money  could  not  then  be 
paid,  because  the  formalities  required  by  the  act  of  the 
Chambers  had  not  been  arranged. 

Not  having  received  any  official  communication  of  the 
intentions  of  the  French  Government,  and  anxious  to 
bring,  as  far  as  practicable,  this  unpleasant  affair  to  a  close 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  that  you  might  have  the 
whole  subject  bemre  you,  I  caused  our  Charge  d'Affaires 
at  Paris  to  be  instructed  to  ask  for  the  final  determination 
of  the  French  Government;  and  in  the  event  of  their  refu- 
sal to  pay  the  instalments  now  due,  without  further  expla- 
liations,  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

The  result  of  this  last  application  has  not  yet  reached  us, 
but  is  daily  expected.  That  it  may  be  favorable,  is  my 
sincere  wish.  France  having  now,  through  all  the  branch- 
es of  her  Government,  acknowledged  me  validity  of  our 
claims,  and  the  obligation  of  the  treaty  of  1831;  and  there 
really  existing  no  adequate  cause  for  further  delay,  will,  at 
length,  it  may  be  hoped,  adopt  the  course  which  the  inte- 
rests of  both  nations,  not  less  than  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, so  imperiously  require.  The  treat;^  being  once  exe- 
cuted on  her  part,  little  will  remain  to  disturb  we  friendly 
relations  of  the  two  countries;  nothing,  indeed,  which  will 
not  yield  to  the  suggestions  of  a  pacific  and  enlightened 
policy,  and  to  the  influence  of  that  mutual  good  will  and 
of  diose  generous  recollections,  which  we  may  confidently 
expect  will  then  be  revived  in  all  their  ancient  force.  In 
any  event,  however,  the  principle  involved  in  the  new  as- 
pect which  has  been  given  to  the  controversy,  is  so  vitally 
inqKHtant  to  ihe  independent  administration  of  the  Goveni- 
ment,  that  it  can  neitner  be  surrendered  nor  compromitted, 
wiUiout  national  degradation.  I  hojpe  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  say,  that  such  a  sacrifice  will  not  be  made  through 
any  agency  of  mine.  The  honor  of  my  country  shall  nev- 
er I>e  stained  by  an  apology  from  me,  for  tlie  statement  of 
truth  and  the  performance  of  duty;  nor  can  I  give  any  ex^ 
planation  of  my  official  acts,  except  such  as  is  due  to  in- 
tegrity and  justice,  and  consistent  with  the  principles  on 
which  our  institutions  have  been  framed.  'This  determi- 
nation will,  I  am  confident,  be  approved  by  my  constitu- 
ents. I  have,  indeed,  studied  their  character  to  but  little 
purpose,  if  the  sum  of  twenty-five  millions  of  francs  will 
nave  the  weight  of  a  feather,  in  the  estimation  of  what  ap- 
pertains to  their  national  independence;  and  if,  unhappily, 
a  different  impression  should  at  any  time  obtain  in  any 
quarter,  they  will,  I  am  sure,  rally  round  the  Government 
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of  their  choice  with   alacrity  and  unanimity,   and  silence 
forever  the  degrading  imputation. 

Havinj^  thus  frankly  presented  to  you  the  circumstances 
which,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress,  have  occurred  in 
this  interesting  and  important  matter,  with  the  views  of  the 
Executive  in  regard  to  them,  it  is  at  this  time  only  necessa- 
ry to  add,  that  whenever  the  advices,  now  daily  expected 
from  our  Charge  d' Affaires,  shall  have  been  received,  they 
will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  special  communication. 

The  condition  ox  the  Public  Finances  was  never  more 
flattering  than  at  the  present  period. 

Since  my  last  annual  communication,  all  the  remains  of 
tlie  Public  Debt  have  been  redeemed,  or  money  has  been 
placed  in  deposite  for  this  purpose,  whenever  the  creditors 
choose  to  receive  it.  All  the  other  pecuniary  engagements 
of  the  Gk>vemment  have  been  honorably  and  promptly  ftil* 
filled,  and  there  will  be  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  of  about  nineteen  millions  of  del* 
lars.  It  is  believed,  that  after  meeting  all  outstanding  and 
unexpended  appropriations,  there  will  remain  near  eleven 
millions  to  be  applied  to  any  new  objects  which  Congress 
may  designate,  or  to  the  more  rapid  execution  of  the  works 
already  in  progress.  In  aid  of  these  objects,  and  to  satisfy 
the  current  expenditures  of  theensuinjgyear,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  will  be  received,  from  various  sources,  twenty 
millions  more  in  1836. 

Should  Congress  make  new  appropriations,  in  conformi- 
ty with  the  estimates  which  will  be  submitted  from  the 
proper  departments,  amounting  to  about  twenty-four  miN 
lions,  still  the  available  surplus  at  the  close  of  the  next  year, 
after  deducting  all  unexpended  appropriations,  will  proba- 
bly be  not  less  than  six  millions.  This  sum  can,  m  my 
Judgment,  be  now  usefully  applied  to  proposed  improve* 
ments  in  our  Navy  Yards,  and  to  new  national  works, 
which  are  not  enumerated  in  the  present  estimates,  or  to 
the  more  rapid  completion  of  those  already  begun.  Either 
would  be  constitutional  and  useful,  and  would  render  un- 
necessary any  attempt,in  our  present  peculiar  condition,  to 
divide  the  surplus  revenue,  or  to  reduce  it  any  faster  than 
will  be  effected  by  the  existing  laws.  In  any  event,  as  the 
annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  en- 
ter into  details,  showing  the  probability  of  some  decrease 
in  the  revenue  during  the  next  seven  years,  and  a  very 
considerable  deduction  in  1843,  it  is  not  recommended  that 
Congress  should  undertake  to  modify  the  present  tariff,  so 
as  to  disturb  the  principles  on  which  the  compromise  act 
was  passed.  Taxation  on  some  of  the  articles  of  general 
consumption,  which  are  not  in  competition  with  our  own 
productions,  may  be,  no  doubt,  so  diminished  as  to  lessen, 
to  some  extent,  the  source  of  this  revenue ;  and  the  same 
object  can  also  be  assisted  by  more  liberal  provisions  for 
the  subjects  of  public  defence,  which,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  prosperity  and  wealth,  may  be  expected  to  engage 
your  attention.  If,  however,  after  satisfying  all  the  de- 
mands which  can  arise  from  these  sources,  the  unexpend- 
ed balance  in  the  Treasury  should  still  continue  to  increase, 
it  would  be  better  to  bear  with  the  evil  until  the  great 
changes  contemplated  in  our  tariff  laws  have  occurred,  and 
shall  enable  us  to  revise  the  system  with  that  care  and  circum- 
spection which  are  due  to  so  delicate  and  important  a  subject. 

It  is  certainly  our  duty  to  diminish,  as  far  as  we  can,  the 
burdens  of  taxation,  and  to  regard  all  the  restrictions 
which  are  imposed  on  the  trade  and  navigation  of  our  citi- 
zens as  evils  which  we  shall  mitigate  whenever  we  are  not 
prevented  by  the  adverse  legislation  and  policy  of  foreign 
nations,  or  those  primary  duties  which  the  defence  and  in- 
dependence of  our  country  enjoin  upon  us.  That  we  have 
accomplbhed  much  towards  the  relief  of  our  citizens  by 
the  changes  which  have  accompanied  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt, and  the  adoption  of  the  present  revenue  laws,  is 
manifest  from  tlie  fact,  that,  compared  with  1833,there  is  a  di- 
minution of  near  twenty-five  millions  in  the  last  two  years, 
and  that  our  expenditures,  independently  of  those  for  the 
public  debt,  have  been  reduced  near  nine  millions  during  the 
sa^e  period.  Let  us  trust,  that  by  the  continued  observ- 
ance of  economy,  and  by  harmonizing  the  great  interests 
of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  much  more 


may  be  accomplished  to  diminish  the  burdens  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  increase  still  further  the  enterprise  and  ths 
patriotic  affection  of  all  classes  of  our  citizens,  and  all  the 
members  of  our  happy  Confederacy.  As  the  data  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  lav  before  you,  in  re- 
gard to  our  financial  resources,  are  full  and  extended,  and 
will  afford  a  safe  guide  in  your  future  calculations,  I  think 
it  unnecessary  to  offer  any  further  observations  on  that 
subject  here. 

Among  the  evidences  of  the  increaring  prosperity  of  ths 
country,  not  the  least  gratifjrtng  is  that  afforded  by  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  which  amount,  in 
the  present  year,  to  the  unexpected  sum  of  811,000,000.— 
This  circumstance  attests  the  rapidity  with  which  agricul- 
ture, the  first  and  most  important  occupation  of  man,  ad- 
vances, and  contributes  to  tne  wealth  and  power  of  our  ex- 
tended territory.  Being  still  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  our 
best  policy,  as  far  as  we  can,  consistently  with  the  obliga- 
tions under  which  those  lands  were  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  to  promote  their  speedy  settlement,  I  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  present  Congress  to  the  suggestions 
I  have  offered  respecting  it  in  my  former  messages. 

The  extraordinary  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  invite  you  to  consider  what  improvements  the  land 
irvstem,  and  particularly  the  condition  of  theOeneral  Land 
Office,  may  require.  At  the  time  this  institution  was  w- 
ganized,  near  a  Quarter  of  a  century  ago,  it  would  pobablv 
have  been  thougnt  extravi^jrant  to  anticipate,  for  this  period, 
such  an  addition  to  its  business  as  has  been  produced  by 
the  vast  increase  of  those  sales  during  the  past  and  present 
years.  It  may  also  be  observed  that,  since  the  year  1819, 
the  land  offices  and  surveying  districts  have  been  greatly 
multiplied,  and  that  numerous  legislative  enactments,  from 
year  to  year  since  that  time,  have  imposed  a  great  amount 
of  new  and  additional  duties  upon  that  ofiice-,  while  the 
want  of  a  timely  application  of  force,  commensurate  with 
the  care  and  labor  required,  has  caused  the  increasing  em- 
barrassment of  accumulated  arrears  in  the  different  branches 
of  the  establishment. 

These  impediments  to  the  expedition  of  much  duty  in  the 
General  Land  Office  induce  me  to  submit  to  your  judgment, 
whether  some  modification  of  the  lawsTelatin|  to  its  organiza- 
tion, or  an  organization  of  a  new  character,  be  not  called  for 
at  the  present  juncture,  to  enable  the  oflice  to  accomplish  alt 
the  ends  of  its  institution  with  a  greater  degree  of  facility 
and  promptitude  than  experience  bas  proved  to  be  practica- 
ble, under  existing  regulations.  The  variety  of  the  con- 
cerns, and  the  ma^itude  and  complexity  of  the  details  oc- 
cupying and  dividing  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner, 
appear  to  render  it  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  for  that 
officer,  by  any  possible  assiduity,  to  bestow  on  all  the  mul- 
tifarious subjects,  upon  which  he  is  called  to  act,  the  ready 
and  careful  attention  due  to  their  respective  importance;  un- 
less the  Legislature  shall  assist  him  by  a  law  providing,  or 
enabling  him  to  provide,  for  a  more  regular  and  economical 
distribution  of  labor,  with  the  incident  responsibility,  among 
those  employed  under  his  direction.  The  mere  manual 
operation  of  affixing  his  signature  to  the  vast  number  of 
documents  issuing  mm  his  office,  subtracts  so  laisely  from 
the  time  and  attention  claimed  by  the  weighty  and  compli- 
cated subjects  daily  accumulating  in  that  branch  of  the 
public  service,  as  to  indicate  the  strong  necessity  of  revising 
the  organic  law  of  the  establishment.  It  will  be  easy  for 
Congress,  hereafter,  to  proportion  the  expenditure  on  ac- 
count of  this  branch  of  the  service  to  its  real  wants,  by 
abolishing,  fVom  time  to  time,  the  offices  which  can  be  dis- 
pensed vrith. 

The  extinction  of  the  Public  Debt  having  taken  place, 
there  is  no  longer  any  use  for  the  offices  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Loans  and  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  recommend, 
therefore,  that  they  be  abolished,  and  that  proper  measures 
be  taken  for  the  transfer,  to  the  Treasury  Department,  of 
any  funds,  books,  and  papers,  connected  with  the  operations 
of  those  offices;  and  that  the  proper  power  be  given  to  that 
Department  for  closing,  finally,  any  portion  of  their  busi- 
ness which  may  remain  to  be  settled. 
It  is  also  incumbent  on  Congress,  in  guarding  the  pecu- 
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niary  intereets  of  the  countiy,  to  dlflcontinuo,  by  such  a 
law  as  was  poBsed  in  1813,  the  receipt  of  the  bills  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue;  and  to  provide  for  the  designation  of  an  agent, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the  books  and 
stock  of  the  United  States  in  that  institution,  and  to  close 
all  connection  with  it,  after  the  3d  of  Match,  1836,  when 
its  charter  expires.  In  making  provision  in  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  this  stock,  it  will  be  essential  to  define,  clear- 
ly and  strictly,  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  officer  charged 
with  that  branch  of  the  public  service. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  correspondence  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  will  lay  before  you,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  large  amount  of  the  stock  which  the  United 
States  hold  in  that  institution,  qp  information  has  yet  been 
communicated  which  will  enable  the  Government  to  anti- 
cipate when  it  can  receive  any  dividends^  or  derive  any 
benefit  from  it. 

Connected  with  the  condition  of  the  finances,  and  the 
flourishing  state  of  the  country  in  all  its  branches  of  in** 
dastry,  it  is  pleasing  to  witness  the>advantages  which  have 
been  already  derived  from  the  recent  laws  regulating  the 
value  of  the  ffold  coinage.  These  advantages  will  be  more 
apparent  in  the  course  of  the  next  year,  when  the  branch 
mints  authorised  to  be  established  in  North  Carolina,  Gieor> 
gia,  and  Louisiana,  shall  have  gone  into  operation.  Aided, 
as  it  is  hoped  they  will  be,  by  further  reforms  in  the  bank- 
ing systems  of  the  States,  and  b^  judicious  regulations  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  custody  of  the 
pubUc  moneys,  it  may  be  confidently^  anticipated  that  the 
use  of  gold  and  silver,  as  a  circulaUng  meoium,  will  be- 
come general  in  the  ordinary  transactions,  connected  with 
the  labor  of  the  country.  The  great  desideratum,  in  mod- 
em times,  is  an  efficient  check  upon  the  power  of  banks, 
preventing  that  excessive  issue  of  paper  whence  arise  those 
fluctuations  in  the  standard  of  value,  which  render  uncer- 
tain the  rewards  of  labor.  It  was  supposed  by  those  who 
established  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  from  the 
credit  given  to  it  by  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  and 
other  privileges,  and  the  precautioiis  taken  to  guard  against 
the  evils  which  the  country  had  suffered  in  the  bankruptcy 
of  many  of  the  State  institutions  of  that  period,  we  should 
derive  irom  that  institution  all  the  security  and  benefits  of 
a  sound  currency,  and  eveiy  good  end  that  was  attainable 
under  that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  authorises 
Congress  alone  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  there- 
of. But  it  is  scarcely  necessary  now  to  say  that  these  an- 
ticipations have  not  been  redUxed.  After  the  extensive 
embarrassment  and  distress  recently  produced  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  from  which  tno  country  is  now  re- 
covering, aggravated  as  they  were  by  pretensions  to  power 
which  defiiSr  the  public  authority,  and  which,  if  acoui- 
esced  in  by  the  People,  would  have  changed  the  whole  cna* 
racter  of  our  Grovcmment,  eveiv  candid  and  intelligent  in- 
dividual must  admit  that,  for  the  attainment  of  the  great 
advantages  of  a  sound  currency,  we  must  UxM  to  a  oouise 
of  legislation  radically  different  from  that  which  created 
such  an  institution. 

In  considering  the  means  of  obtaining  so  important  an  end, 
we  must  set  as^  all  calculations  of  temporary  conveni- 
ence, and  be  influenced  by  those  only  which  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  true  character  and  the  permanent  interests 
of  the  Repiblic.  We  must  recur  to  nrst  principles,  and 
nee  what  it  is  that  has  prevented  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress and  the  States,  on  the  subject  of  «nrrcncy,  from  satis- 
fying the  public  expectation,  and  realizing  results  corres- 
|x>nding  to  those  which  have  attended  tiie  action  of  our 
system  when  truly  consistent  with  the  great  principle  of 
equality  upon  which  it  rests,  and  with  that  spirit  of  for^ 
bearance  and  mutual  concession,  and  generous  patriotism, 
which  was  originally,  and  must  ever  continue  to  be,  the 
vital  element  of  our  Union. 

On  this  subject  I  am  sure  that  I  cannot  be  mistaken,  in 
ascribing  our  want  of  success  to  the  undue  countenance 
which  has  been  afforded  to  the  spirit  of  monopoly.  All  the 
serious  dangers  which  our  system  has  yet  encountered, 
may  be  tiaccd  to  the  resort  to  implied  powers,  and  the  ufic 


of  corporations  clothed  with  privileges,  the  effect  of  which 
is  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the 
many.  We  have  felt  but  one  class  of  these  dangers  ex- 
hibited in  the  contest  waged  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Government  for  the  last  four  years. 
Happily,  the^r  have  been  obviated  for  the  present  by  the 
indignant  resistance  of  the  people;  but  we  should  recollect 
that  the  principle  whence  the^r  sprung  is  an  ever  active  one, 
which  will  not  fidl  to  renew  its  efforts  in  the  same  and  in 
other  forms,  so  long  as  there  is  a  hope  of  success,  founded 
either  on  the  inattention  of  the  People,  or  the  treachery  of 
their  representatives,  to  the  subtle  progress  of  its  influence. 
The  Bank  is,  in  fact,  but  one  of  the  fruits  of  a  system  at 
war  with  the  genius  of  all  our  institutions — a  system 
founded  upon  a  political  creed,  the  fundamental  principle 
of  which  is  a  distrust  of  the  popular  will  as  a  safe  regulator 
of  political  power,  and  whose  great  ultimate  object,  and  in- 
evitable result,  should  it  prevail,  is  the  consolidation  of  all 
power  in  our  system  in  one  central  Crovemment.  Lavish 
public  disbursements,  and  corporations  with  exclusive  pri- 
vileges, would  be  its  substitutes  for  the  original,  and,  as 
yet,  sound  checks  and  balances  of  the  constitution — ^the 
means  b^  whose  silent  and  secret  operation  a  control  would 
be  exercised  by  the  few  over  the  political  conduct  of  the 
many,  by  flrst  acquiring  that  control  over  the  labor  and 
earmngs  of  the  great  bc3y  of  the  People.  Wherever  this 
spirit  has  effected  an  alliance  with  political  power,  tyranny 
and  despotism  have  been  the  fruit.  If  it  is  ever  used  for 
the  ends  of  Grovemment,  it  has  to  be  incessantly  watched, 
or  it  corrupts  the  sources  of  the  public  virtue,  and  agitates 
the  country  with  questions  unfavorable  to  the  harmonious 
and  steady  pursuit  of  its  true  interests. 

We  are  now  to  see  whether,  in  the  present  favorable 
condition  of  the  country,  we  cannot  take  an  effectual  stand 
against  this  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  practically  prove,  in  re- 
mect  to  the  currency  as  well  as  other  important  interests, 
tnat  there  is  no  necessity  for  so  extensive  a  resort  to  it  as 
that  which  has  been  heretofore  practised.  The  experi- 
ence of  another  year  has  confirmed  the  utter  fallacy  oi  the 
idea  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  necessary  as  a 
fiscal  agent  of  the  Government.  Without  its  aid,  as  such, 
indeed,  in  despite  of  all  the  .embarrassment  it  was  in  its 
power  to  create,  the  revenue  has  been  paid  with  punctuali- 
ty by  our  citizens;  the  business  of  exchange,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  has  been  conducted  with  convenience;  and 
the  circulating  medium  has  been  greatly  improved.  By  the 
use  of  the  State  banks,  which  do  not  derive  their  charters 
from  the  General  Government,  and  are  not  controlled  by 
its  authority,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  moneys  of  the  Unit« 
ed  States  can  be  collected  and  disbursed  without  loss  or  in- 
convenience, and  that  all  the  wants  of  the  community,  in 
relation  to  exchange  and  currency,  are  supplied  as  well  as 
they  have  ever  been  before.  If,  under  circumstances  the 
most  unfavorable  to  the  steadiness  of  the  money  market,  it 
has  been  found  that  the  considerations  on  which  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  rested  its  claims  to  the  public  favor 
were  ima^nary  and  groundless,  it  cannot  be  ooubted  that 
the  expenence  of  the  future  will  be  more  decisive  against 
them. 

It  has  been  seen,  that,  without  the  agency  of  a  great  mo- 
neyed monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be  collected,  and  conve- 
niently and  sarely  applied  to  all  the  purposes  of  the  public 
expenditure.  It  is  also  ascertained,  that,  instead  of  being 
necessarily  made  to  promote  the  evils  of  an  unchecked  pa- 
per s^^stem,  the  management  of  the  revenue  can  be  made 
auxiliary  to  the  reform  which  the  Legislatures  of  several  of 
the  States  have  already  commenced  m  regard  to  the  sup- 
pression of  small  bills;  and  which  has  on^  to  be  fostered 
by  proper  regulations  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  secure  a 
practical  return,  to  the  extent  required  for  the  security  of 
the  currency,  to  the  constitutional  medium.  Severed  from 
the  Government  as  political  enjpies,  and  not  susceptible  of 
dangerous  extension  and  combination,  the  State  banks  will 
not  be  tempted,  nor  will  they  have  the  power  which  we 
have  seen  exercised,  to  di-vert  the  public  funds  from  the  le- 
gitimate purposes  of  the  Government.  The  collection  and 
custody  of  the  revenue  being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of 
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credit  to  them,  will  increase  the  security  which  the  States 
provide  for  a  faithful  execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiply- 
ing the  scrutinies  to  which  their  operations  and  accounts 
wfll  be  subjected.  Thus  disposed,  as  well  from  interest  as 
the  obligations  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
such  conditions  as  Congress  may  see  fit  to  ad(^t  respecting 
the  deposites  in  these  institutions,  with  a  view  to  the  gra- 
dual disuse  of  th6  small  bills,  will  be  cheerfully  complied 
with;  and  that  we  shall  soon  gain,  in  place  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  a  practical  reform  in  the  whole  paper 
system  of  the  country.    If,  b^  this  policy,  we  can  ultimate- 

2*  f  witness  the  suppression  of  all  bank  bills  below  twcntj 
ollars,  it  is  apparent  that  gold  and  silver  will  take  their 
place,  and  become  the  principal  circulating  medium  in  the 
common  business  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  coun- 
try. The  attainment  of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in 
the  history  of  our  country  which  will  be  dwelt  uix)n  with 
delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independence. 
It  will  liffhten  the  great  tax  which  our  paper  system  has  so 
long  collected  from  the  earnings  of  laoor,  and  do  more  to 
revive  aqd  perpetuate  those  habits  of  economy  and  simplici- 
ty which  are  so  congenial  to  the  character  of  republicans, 
tnan  all  the  legislation  which  has  yet  been  attempted. 

To  this  subject  1  feel  that  I  cannot  too  earnestly  invite 
the  especial  attention  of  Congress,  without  the  exercise  of 
whoso  authority,  the  opportunity  to  accomplish  so  much 
public  good  must  pass  unimproved.  Deeply  impressed  with 
Its  vital  importance,  the  Executive  has  taken  all  the  steps 
within  his  constitutional  power,  to  guard  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  defeat  the  expcK^tation  which  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  indulged,  of  renewing  and  perpetuating  its 
monopoly,  on  the  ground  of  its  necessity  as  a  fiscal  agent, 
and  as  affording  a  sounder  currency  than  could  be  obtained 
without  such  an  institution.  In  the  performance  of  this 
duty  much  responsibility  was  incurred  which  would  have 
been  gladly  avoidc^d,  if  the  stake  which  the  public  had  in 
the  question  could  have  been  otherwise  preserved.  Al- 
though clothed  with  the  legal  authority,  and  supported  by 
precedent,  I  was  aware  that  there  was,  in  the  act  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  a  liability  to  excite  that  sensitive- 
ness to  Executive  power  which  it  is  the  characteristic  and 
the  duty  of  freemen  to  indulge :  but  I  relied  on  this  feeling, 
abo,  directed  by  patriotism  and  intelligence,  to  vindicate 
the  conduct  which,  in  the  end,  would  appear  to  have  been 
called  for  by  the  best  interests  of  my  country.  The  appre- 
hensions natural  to  this  feeling,  that  there  may  have  been 
a  desire,  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  measure,  to 
extend  the  Executive  influence,  or  that  it  may  have  been 
prompted  by  motives  not  sufficiently  free  from  ambition, 
were  not  overlooked.  Under  the  operation  of  our  institu- 
tions, the  public  servant  who  is  called  on  to  take  a  step  of 
high  responsibility,  should  feel  in  the  freedom  which  si ves 
rise  to  such  apprehensions,  his  highest  security.  When 
unfounded,  the  attention  which  they  arouse,  and  the  dis- 
cussions they  excite,  deprive  those  who  indulge  them,  of 
the  power  to  do  harm:  when  just,  they  but  hasten  the  cer- 
tainty with  which  the  great  body  of  our  citizens  never  fail 
to  repel  an  attempt  to  procure  their  sanction  to  any  exercise 
of  power  inconsistent  witli  the  jealous  maintenance  of  their 
rignts.  Under  such  convictions,  and  entertaining  no  doubt 
that  my  constitutional  obligations  demanded  the  steps  which 
were  taken  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  dejiosites,  it 
was  impossible  for  mc  to  be  deterred  from  the  path  of  duly, 
by  a  fear  that  my  motives  could  be  misjudged,  or  that  poli- 
tical prejudices  could  defeat  the  just  consideration  of  the 
merits  of  my  conduct.  The  result  has  shown  how  safe  is 
this  reliance  upon  the  patriotic  temper  and  enlightened  dis- 
cernment of  the  People.  That  measure  has  now  been  be- 
fore them,  and  has  stood  the  test  of  all  the  severe  analysts 
which  its  general  importance,  the  interests  it  affected,  and 
the  apprehensions  it  excited,  were  calculated  to  produce  : 
and  it  now  remains  for  Congress  to  consider  what  legisla- 
tion has  become  necessary  in  consequence. 

I  need  only  add  to  what  I  have,  on  former  occasions,  said 
on  this  subject  generally,  that  in  the  regulations  which 
Congress  may  prescribe  respecting  the  custody  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  it  is  desirable  tnat  as  little  dtscjetion  as  may  bo 


deemed  consistent  with  their  safe  keeping  should  be  given 
to  the  Executive  agents.  No  one  can  be  more  deeply  impresi- 
ed  than  I  am  with  the  soundness  of  the  doctrine  which  res- 
trains and  limits,  by  specific  provisions,  Executive  discre- 
tion, as  far  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  thepresen-a- 
tion  of  its  constitutional  character.  In  respect  to  the  con- 
trol over  the  public  money,  this  doctrine  is  peculiarly  appli- 
cable, and  is  in  harmony  with  the  great  principle  whicn  I 
felt  I  was  sustaining  in  the  controversy  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  which  has  resulted  in  severing,  to  soma 
extent,  a  dangerous  connexion  between  a  moneyed  andpo- 
Htical  power.  The  duty  of  the  legislature  to  define,  by 
clear  and  positive  enactment,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
action  which  it  belongs  to  the  Executive  to  superintend, 
springs  out  of  a  policy  analogous  to  that  which  enjoins  up- 
on all  the  branches  of  the  Federal  Government  an  absti- 
nence from  the  exercise  of  powers  not  clearly  granted.  In 
such  a  Government,  possessing  only  limited  and  speccific 
powers,  the  s[Mrit  of  its  gencr^  administration  cannot  ba 
wise  or  just,  when  it  opposes  the  reference  of  all  doubtful 
points  to  the  great  souftie  of  authority,  the  States  and  the 
People;  whose  number  and  diversified  reJations,  securing 
them  against  the  influences  and  excitements  which  may  mis- 
lead their  agents,make  them  the  safest  depository  of  power.  In 
its  application  to  the  Executive,  with  reference  to  the  Le- 
gislative branch  of  the  Government,  the  same  rule  of  ac- 
tion should  make  the  President  ever  anxious  to  avoid  the 
exercise  of  any  discretionary  authority,  which  can  be  reg- 
ulated by  Congress.  The  biases  which  may  operate  upon 
hun  will  not  be  so  likely  to  extend  to  the  representatives  of 
the  People  in  that  body. 

In  my  former  messages  to  Congress  I  have  repeatedly 
urged  the  propriety  of  lessening  thie  discretionary  authori- 
ty lodged  in  tne  various  departments;  but  it  has  produced 
,  no  effect  as  yet,  except  the  discontinuance  of  extra  allow- 
ances in  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  substitution  of  fixed 
salaries  in  the  latter.  It  is  believed  that  the  same  princi- 
ples could  be  advantageously  applied,  in  all  cases,  and 
would  promote  the  efficiency  and  economy  of  the  public 
service,  at  the  same  time  that  greater  satisfaction  and  more 
eaual  justice  would  be  secured  to  the  public  officers  genrr- 

•rhe  accompanying  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  will 
put  you  in  possession  of  the  operations  of  the  department 
con^ded  to  nis  care,  in  all  its  diversified  relations,  during 
the  past  year. 

I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  inform  you  that  no  occur- 
rence has  required  any  movement  of  the  military  force,  ex- 
cept such  as  is  common  to  a  state  of  peace.  The  services 
of  the  army  have  been  limited  to  their  usual  duties  at  the 
various  garrisons  upon  the  Atlantic  and  inland  frontier, 
with  the  exceptions  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Our 
small  military  establishment  appears  to  be  adequate  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  maintained,  and  it  forms  a  nucleus 
around  which  any  additional  force  may  be  collected,  should 
the  public  exigencies  unfortunately  require  any  increase  of 
our  military  means. 

The  various  acts  of  Congress  which  have  been  recently 
passed  in  relation  to  the  army,  have  improved  its  condition 
and  have  rendered  its  organization  more  useful  and  effi- 
cient. It  is  at  all  times  in  a  state  for  prompt  and  vigorous 
action,  and  it  contains  within  itself  the  power  of  extension 
to  any  useful  limit;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  preservcj* 
that  knowledge,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  wnich  ed- 
ucation and  experience  alone  can  give;  and  which,  if  not 
acquired  and  preserved  in  time  of  peace,  must  be  sought 
under  great  disadvantages  in  time  of  war. 

The  duties  of  the  Engineer  Corps  press  heavily  upon 
that  branch  of  the  service ;  and  the  public  interest  requires 
an  addition  to  its  strength.  The  nature  of  the  works  in 
which  the  officers  are  engaged,  render  necessary  profession- 
al knowledge  and  experience,  and  there  is  no  economy  in 
committing  to  them  more  duties  than  they  can  perform,  or 
in  aasigninor  these  to  other  persons  temporarily  employed, 
and  too  of^cn,  o^  necessity,  wthout  all  the  qualifications 
which  such  service  demands.  I  recommend  this  subject  to 
your  attention,  and  also  the  proposition  submitted  at  the 
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last  session  of  Congress,  and  now  renewed,  for  a  re-or- 
ganization of  the  Topographical  Corps.  This  re-organi- 
zation can  be  effected  without  any  addition  to  the  present 
expenditure,  and  with  much  advantage  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. The  branch  of  duties  which  devolves  upon  these 
officers  is  at  all  times  interesting  to  the  community,  and  the 
information  furnished  by  them  is  useful  in  peace  and  in 
war. 

Much  loss  and  inconvenience  have  been  experienced  in 
consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  bill  containing  the  ordinary 
appropriations  for  fortification8,which  passed  one  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature  at  the  last  session,  but  was  lost  in 
the  other.  This  lailura  was  the  more  regretted,  not  only  be- 
cause it  necessarily  interrupted  and  delayed  the  progress  of 
a  system  of  national  defence^  projected  immediately  after 
the  last  war,  and  since  steadily  pursued,  but  also  because  it 
contained  a  contingent  appropriation  inserted  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  Executive  in  aid  of  this  important  ob- 
ject, and  other  branches  of  the  national  defence,  some  por- 
tions of  which  might  have  been  most  usefully  applied  dur- 
ing the  past  season.  I  invite  your  early  attention  to  that  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  which  relates  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  recommend  an  appropriation  sufficiently  liberal  to 
accelerate  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  agreeably  to  the 
proposition  submitted  by  him,  and  to  place  our  whole  At- 
lantic seabord  in  a  complete  state  of  uefencc.  A  just  re- 
gard to  the  permanent  interests  of  the  country  evidently  re- 
quires this  measure,  but  there  are  also  other  reasons  which, 
at  the  present  juncture,  give  it  peculiar  force,  and  make  it 
my  duty  to  call  to  the  subject  your  special  consideration.  ^ 

The  present  system  of  Military  Education  has  been  in 
operation  sufficiently  lonff  to  test  its  usefulness,  and  it  has 
given  to  the  army  a  valuable  body  of  officers.  It  is  not 
aJone  in  the  improvement,  discipline,  and  operation  of  the 
troops,  that  these  officers  are  employed.  They  are  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  administrative  and  fiscal  concerns 
of  the  various  matters  confided  to  the  War  Department;  in 
the  execution  of  the  staff  duties,  usually  appertainintr  to 
military  organization;  in  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  and  in 
the  disbursement  of  the  various  expenditures  growing  out 
of  our  Indian  relations;  in  the  formation  of  roads,  and  in 
the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers;  in  the  construction 
of  fortifications;  in  the  fabrication  of  much  of  the  mtUeriel 
required  for  the  public  defence;  and  in  the  preservation, 
distribution,  and  accountability  of  the  whole;  and  in  other  ■ 
miscellaneous  duties,  not  admitting  of  classification. 

These  diversified  functions  embrace  very  heavy  expen- 
ditures of  public  money,  and  require  fidelity,  science,  and 
business  habits  in  their  execution;  and  a  system  which 
shall  secure  these  (qualifications  is  demanded  by  the  public 
interest.  That  this  object  has  been,  in  a  great  measure, 
obtained  by  the  Military  Academy,  is  shown  by  the  state 
of  the  service,  and  by  the  prompt  accountability  which  has 
generally  followed  the  necessary  advances.  Like  all  other 
political  systems,  the  present  mode  of  military  education, 
no  doubt,  has  its  imperfections,  both  of  prindple  and  prac- 
tice; but  I  trust  these  can  be  improved  by  ri^id  inspections, 
aiid  by  legislative  scrutiny,  without  destroying  the  institu- 
tion itsellT 

Occurrences,  to  which  we  as  well  as  all  other  nations  are 
liable,  both  in  our  internal  and  external  relations,  point  to 
the  necessity  of  an  efficient  organization  of  the  Militia.  I 
am  again  induced,  by  the  importance  of  the  subject,  to 
bring  it  to  your  attention.  To  suppress  domestic  violence, 
and  to  repel  foreign  invasion,  should  these  calamities  over- 
take us,  we  must  rely,  in  the  first  instance,  upon  the  great 
body  of  the  community,  whose  will  has  instituted,  and 
whose  power  must  sujiport  the  Government.  A  large 
8tandln|;  military  force  is  not  consonant  to  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  nor  to  the  feelings  of  our  countrymen;  and  the 
lessons  of  former  days,  and  those  also  of  our  own  times, 
show  the  danger,  as  well  as  the  enormous  cxfx'nse,  of 
these  permanent  and  extensive  military  organizations. 
That  just  medium  which  avoids  an  inadequate  prepara- 
tion on  one  hand,  and  the  danger  and  expense  of  a  large 
force  on  the  other,  is  what  our  constituents  have  a  right  to. 
expect  from  their  GJovcrnmcnt.  This  object  c&u  be  attain- 
Voi.  XU.— B 


ed  only  by  the  maintenance  of  a  small  military  force,  and 
by  such  an  organization  of  the  physical  strength  of  the 
country  as  may  bring  this  power  mto  oi)eration,  whenever 
its  services  are  required.  A  classification  of  the  popula- 
tion offers  the  most  obvious  means  of  effecting  this  organi- 
zation. Such  a  division  may  be  made  as  will  be  just  to  all, 
by  transferring  each,  at  a  proper  period  of  life,  from  one 
class  to  another,  and  by  calling  first  for  the  services  of  that 
class,. whether  for  instruction  or  action,  which,  from  age, 
is  qualified  for  the  duty,  and  may  be  called  to  perform  it 
with  least  injury  to  themselves,  or  to  the  public.  Should 
the  danger  ever  become  so  imminent  as  to  require  addition- 
al force,  the  other  classes  in  succession  would  be  xeady  for 
the  call.  And  if,  in  addition  to  this  organization,  volimta- 
ry  associations  were  encouraged,  ana  inducements  held 
out  for  their  formation,  our  militia  would  be  in  a  state  of 
efficient  service.  Now,  when  we  are  at  peace,  is  the  pro- 
per time  to  digest  and  establish  a  practicable  system.  The 
object  is  certamly  worth  the  experiment,  aiid  worth  the 
expense.  No  one  appreciating  the  blessings  of  a  republi- 
can ffovernment,  can  object  to  his  share  of  the  burden 
which  such  a  plan  may  impose.  Indeed,  a  mode);ate  por- 
tion of  the  national  funds  could  scarcely  be  better  appicd 
than  in  carrying  into  effect  and  continuing  such  an  ar- 
rangement, ana  in  giving  the  necessary  elementary  instruc- 
tion. We  arc  happily  at  peace  with  all  the  w^orld.  A 
sincere  desire  to  continue  so,  and  a  fixed  determination  to 
give  no  just  cause  of  offence  to  other  nations,  furnish,  un- 
fortunately, no  certain  grounds  of  expectation  that  this  re- 
lation wilf  be  uninterruj[>ted.  With  this  determination  to 
give  no  offence  is  associated  a  resolution,  equally  decided, 
tamely  to  submit  to  none.  The  armor  and  the  attitude  of 
defence  afford  the  best  security  against  those  collisions 
which  the  ambition,  or  interest,  or  some  other  passion  of 
nations,  not  more  justifiable,  is  liable  to  produce.  In  many 
countries,  it  is  considered  unsafe  to  put  arms  into  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  to  instruct  them  in  the  elements 
of  mJUtary  knowledge.  That  fear  can  have  no  place  here, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  People  are  the  sovereign 
power.  Our  Grovernment  was  instituted,  and  is  supported, 
Dy  the  ballot-box,  not  by  the  musket.  Whatever  changes 
await  it,  still  greater  changes  must  be  made  in  our  social 
institutions,  l^fore  our  political  system  can  yield  to  physi- 
cal force.  In  every  aspect,  therefore,  in  which  I  can  view 
the  subject,  I  am  impressed  with  the  imi>ortance  of  a 
prompt  and  efficient  organization  of  the  militia. 

The  plan  of  removing  the  Aboriginal  people  who  yet  re- 
main within  the  settled  portions  ot  the  United  States,  to 
the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  approaches  it« 
consummation.  It  was  adopted  on  the  most  mature  consi- 
deration of  the  condition  of  this  race,  and  ought  to  be  per- 
sisted in  till  the  object  is  accomplished^  and  prosecuted  with 
as  much  vigor  as  a  just  regard  to  their  circumstances  will 
permit,  and  as  fast  as  their  consent  can  be  obtained.  All 
preceding  experiments  for  the  improvement  of  the  Indians 
nave  failed.  It  seems  now  to  be  an  established  fact,  that 
they  cannot  live  in  contact  with  a  civilized  community  and 
prosper.  Ages  of  fruitless  endeavors,  have  at  length  brought 
us  to  a  knowledge  of  this  principle  of  intercommunication 
with  them.  The  past  we  cannot  recall,  but  the  future  wo 
can  provide  for.  Independently  of  the  treaty  stipulations, 
into  which  we  have  entered  with  the  various  tribes,  for  the 
usufructuary  rights  they'  have  ceded  to  us,  no  one  can 
doubt  the  moral  duty  of  the  Govermuent  of  the  United 
States  to  protect,  and,  if  possible,  to  preserve  and  perpetu- 
ate the  scattered  remnants  of  this  race,  which  are  left  within 
our  borders.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  an  extensive 
region  in  the  West  has  been  assigned  for  their  permanent 
residence.  It  has  been  divided  into  districts,  and  allotted 
among^  them.  Many  have  already  removed,  and  others  are 
7repanng  to  go;  and  with  the  exception  of  two  small  bands, 
living  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred 
persons,  and  of  the  Chcrokees,  all  the  tribes  on  the  cast  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  extending  from  Lake  Michigan  (o 
Florida,  have  entered  into  engagements  which  will  lead  to 
their  transplantation. 

The  plan  for  their  removal  and  rc-estabUshment  is  found- 
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cd  upon  the  knowledge  wc  have  pained  of  their  character 
and  habits,  and  has  Been  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  enlarged 
liberality.  A  territory  exceeding  in  extent  that  relinquish- 
ed, has  been  granted  to  each  tnbc.  Of  its  climate,  fertili- 
ty, and  capacity  to  support  an  Indian  population,  the  repre- 
sentations are  highly  favorable.  To  these  districts  the  In- 
dians are  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  ] 
and,  with  ccrUdn  supplies  of  clothing,  arms,  anununition, 
and  other  indispensable  articles,  they  are  also  furnished 
gratuitously  with  provisions  for  the  period  of  a  year  after 
their  arrival  at  their  nev  homes.  In  that  time,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  and  of  the  products  raised  by  them, 
thoy  can  subsist  themselves  by  agricultural  labor,  if  they 
choose  to  resort  to  that  mode  of  life  \  if  they  do  not,  they 
are  upon  the  skirts  of  the  great  prairies,  where  countless 
herds  of  buffalo  roam,  and  a  short  time  suffices  to  adapt 
their  own  habits  to  the  chanses  which  a  change  of  the 
animals  destined  for  their  food  may  require.  Ample  ar- 
rangements have  also  been  made  for  the  support  of  schools, 
in  some  instances  council  houses  and  churches  are  to  be 
erected,  dwellings  constructed  for  the  chiefs,  and  miils  for 
common  use.  (  unds  have  been  set  apoit  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  poor ;  the  most  necessary  mechanical  arts 
have  been  introduced,  and  blacksmiths,  gunsmiths,  wheel- 
wrights, millwrights,  &c.  arc  supported  among  them. — 
Steel  and  iron,  and  sometimes  salt,  are  purchased  for  them  ; 
and  ploughs,  and  other  farming  utensils,  domestic  animals, 
looms,  spinning  wheels,  cards,  &c.  arc  presented  to  them. 
And  besides  these  beneficial  arrangements,  annuities  arc, 
in  all  cases,  paid,  amounting,  in  some  instances,  to  more 
than  tliirty  dollars  for  each  individual  of  the  tribe,  and  in 
all  cases  sufficiently  great,  if  justly  divided  and  prudently 
expended,  to  enable  them,  in  addition  to  their  own  exer- 
tions, to  live  comfortably.  And,  as  a  stimulus  for 
exertion,  it  is  now  provided  by  law,  that  "  in  all  cases 
of  the  appointment  of  interpreters,  or  other  persons 
employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  a  preference  shall 
be  given  to  persons  of  Indian  descent,  if  such  can  be  found 
who  are  properly  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties." 

Such  are  the  arrangements  for  the  physical  comfort,  and 
for  the  moral  improvement  of  the  Indians.  The  necessary 
measures  for  their  political  advancement,  and  for  their 
separation  from  our  citizens  have  not  been  neglected.  The 
pledge  of  the  United  States  has  been  given  by  Congress, 
that  the  country  destined  for  the  residence  of  this  people, 
shall  be  forever  "  secured  and  guarantied  to  them."  A 
country,  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  has  been  assign- 
ed to  them,  into  which  the  white  settlements  are  not  to  be 
pushed.  No  political  communities  can  be  formed  in  that 
extensive  region,  except  those  which  are  established  by  the 
Indians  themselves,  or  by  the  United  States  for  them,  and 
.  with  their  concurrence.  A  barrier  has  thus  been  raised 
for  their  protection  against  the  encroachments  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  guarding  tnc  Indians,  as  far  as  possible,  from 
those  evils  which  nave  brought  them  to  their  present  con- 
dition. Summary  authority  has  been  given,  by  law,  to  de- 
stroy all  ardent  spirits  found  in  their  country,  without  wait- 
ing the  doubtful  result  and  slow  process  of'^a  legal  seizure. 
I  consider  the  absolute  and  unconditional  interdiction  of 
this  article,^  among  those  people,  as  the  first  and  great  step 
in  their  melioration.  Half-way  measures  will  answer  no 
purpose.  These  cannot  successfully  contend  against  the 
cupidity  of  the  seller,  and  the  overpowering  appetite  of  the 
buyer.  And  the  destructive  effects  of  the  trafnc  arc  mark- 
ed in  every  page  of  the  hi^^tory  of  our  Indian  intercourse. 

Some  general  legislation  seems  necessary  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  relations  which  will  exist  in  this  new  state  of 
things  between  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  these  transplanted  Indian  tribes ;  and  for  the 
establishment  among  the  latter,  and  with  their  own  con- 
sent, of  some  principles  of  intercommunication,  which  their 
juxtaposition  will  call  for;  that  moral  may  be  substituted 
for  physical  force;  the  authority  of  a  few  and  simple  laws,  for 
the  tomahawk;  and  that  an  end  may  be  put  to  those  bloody 
wars,  whose  prosecution  seems  to  have  made  a  part  of 
their  social  system. 

After  the  further  details  of  this  arrangement  are  comple- 


ted, with  a  very  genera]  supervision  over  them,  they  ought 
to  be  left  to  the  progress  of  events.  These,  I  indulge  the 
hope,  will  secure  their  prosperity  and  improvement ;  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  moral  debt  we  owe  them  will  then  be 
paid.  * 

The  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy,  showing 
the  condition  of  that  branch  of  the  public  service,  is  recom- 
mendedto  your  special  attention.  It  appears  from  it,  thst 
our  naval  H>rce  at  present  in  commission,  with  all  the  arti- 
vity  which  can  be  ^iven  to  it,  is  inadequate  to  the  protec- 
tion of  our  rapidly  increasing  commerce.  This  considera- 
tion, and  the  more  general  one  which  regards  this  ami  of 
the  national  defence  as  our  best  secwrity  against  foreign  ag- 
gressions, strongly  urge  the  continuance  of  the  measares 
which  promote  its  gradual  enlargement,  and  a  speedy  in- 
crease of  the  force  which  has  been  heretofore  employed 
abroad  and  at  home.  You  will  perceive  from  the  estimates 
which  appear  in  the  report  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
that  the  expenditures  necessary  to  this  increase  of  its  force, 
though  of  considerable  amount,  are  small  compared  with 
the  ^nefits  which  they  will  secure  to  the  country. 

As  a  means  of  iHren^hening  this  national  arm,  I  also 
recommend  to  your  particular  attention  the  propriety  of  the 
suf^gestion  which  attracted  the  consideration  of  Congrcsii 
at  its  last  session,  respecting  the  enlistment  of  boys  at  a 
suitable  age  in  the  ser\'ice.  In  this  manner  a  nurpeiy  of 
skilful  and  able-b€>died  seamen  can  be  established,  which 
will  be  of  the  greatest  importance.  Next  to  the  capacity 
to  put  afloat  and  arm  the  requisite  number  of  ships,  is  the 
possession  of  the  means  to  man  them  efficiently;  and  no- 
thing seems  better  calculated  to  aid  this  object  than  the 
measure  proposed.  As  an  auxiliary  to  the  advantages  de- 
rived from  our  extensive  commercial  marine,  it  would  fur- 
nish us  with  a  resource  ample  enough  for  all  the  exigen- 
cies which  can  be  anticipated.  Considering  the  state  of  our 
resources,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  whatever  provision  the 
liberality  and  wisdom  of  Confess  may  now  adopt,  with  a 
view  to  the  perfect  organization  of  this  branch  of  our  ser- 
vice, will  meet  the  approbation  of  all  classes  of  our  citizens. 

By  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  it  appears  that 
the  revenue  of  that  department  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  day  of  June  last,  exceeded  its  accruing  respon«- 
bilities  S236,206;  and  that  the  surplus  of  the  present  fiscal 
year  is  estimated  at  S476,227.  It  further  appears  that  the 
debt  of  the  department,  on  the  1st  day  of  July  last,  includ- 
ing the  amount  due  to  contractors  for  the  quarter  then  just 
expired,wa8  about  SI  ,064,381, exceeding  the  available  meanj* 
altoot  ^,700;  and  that,  on  the  Ist  instant,  about  ^97,077 
of  this  debt  had  been  paid;  8409,991  eut  of  postages  accru- 
ing before  July,  and  $187,086  out  of  postages  accruing 
since.  In  these  payments  are  included  067,000  of  the  old 
debt  due  to  banks.  After  making  these  payment^:,  the  A^- 
partment  had  073,000  in  bank  on  the  1st  instant  Th** 
pleasing  assurance  is  given,  that  the  department  is  entirely 
free  from  embarrassment,  and  that,  by  collection  of  out- 
standing balances,  and  using  the  current  surplus,  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  bank  debt,  and  most  of  the  other 
.  debt,  will  probably  be  paid  in  April  next,  leaving  thereaf- 
ter a  heavy  amount  to  oe  applied  in  extending  the  mail  ta- 
cilitics  of  tlic  country.  Reserving  a  considerable  sum  for 
the  improvement  of  existing  mail  routes,  it  is  stat4^d  that 
the  department  will  be  able  to  sustain  with  perfect  con^  e- 
nience  an  annual  charge  of  S300,000  for  the  support  of  new 
routes,  to  commence  as  soon  as  they  can  be  cstablishrd  antl 
put  in  operation. 

The  measures  adopted  by  the  Postmaster  General  to 
bring  the  means  of  the  department  into  action,  and  lo  ef- 
fect a  speedy  extinguishment  of  its  debt,  as  well  as  to  pro- 
duce an  efficient  administration  of  its  affairs,  will  be  fi>un«1 
detailed  at  length  in  his  able  and  luminous  report.  Aided 
by  a  reorganization  on  the  principles  suggested,  and  surb 
salutary  provisions  in  the  laws  regulating  itsadministrati\»' 
duties  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  devise  or  appr<»x  r. 
that  important  department  will  soon  attain  a  degrre  of 
usefulness  proportioned  to  the  increase  of  our  population 
and  the  extension  of  our  settlements. 

Paxticulor  attention  is  solicited  to  that  portion  of  the  re- 
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port  of  the  PoBtmejiter  General  which  relates  to  the  carriage 
of  the  Mails  of  the  United  States  upon  railroads  constructed 
bj  private  corporations  under  the  authority  of  the  several 
States,  The  reliance  which  the  Qeneral  Qovemment  can 
place  on  these  roads  as  a  means  of  carrying  on  its  opera- 
tions, and  the  principles  on  which  the  use  of  them  is  to  be 
obtaineil^  cannot  be  too  soon  considered  and  settled.  Al- 
ready does  the  spirit  of  monopoly  begin  to  exhibit  its  natural 
propensities,  in  attempts  to  exact  from  the  public,  for  services 
which  it  supposes  cannot  be  obtained  on  other  terms,the  most 
extravagant  compensation.  If  these  claims  be  persisted  in, 
the  question  may  arise  whether  a  combination  of  citizens, 
actii^  under  charters  of  incorporation  from  the  States,  can, 
by  a  direct  refusal,  or  the  dcsmand  of  an  exorbitant  price, 
exclude  the  United  States  from  Ihe  use  of  the  established 
channels  of  communication  between  the  diflTercnt  sections 
of  the  country;  and  whether  the  United  States  cannot, 
without  transcending  their  constitutional  powen,  secure  to 
the  Post  Office  Dc]iartment  the  use  of  those  roaos,  hy  an 
act  of  Congress  wmch  shall  provide  within  itself  some  equi- 
table mode  of  adjusting  the  amount  of  compensation.  To 
obviate,  if  possible,  the  necessity  of  considering  this  ques- 
tion, it  is  suggested  whether  it  be  not  expedient  to  fix  by 
law  the  amounts  which  shall  be  offered  to  railroad  compa- 
nies for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails,  graduated  according 
to  their  average  weight,  to  be  ascertained  and  declared  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  It  is  probable  that  a  liberal  pro- 
position of  that  sort  would  be  accepted. 

In  connection  with  these  provisions  in  relation  to  the 
Post  Office  Department,  I  must  also  invite  your  attention 
to  the  painful  excitement  produced  in  the  South,  by  at- 
tempts to  circulate  through  the  mails  inflammatory  appeals 
addressed  to  the  passions  of  the  slaves,in  prints,and  in  various 
sorts  of  publications,  calculated  to  stimulate  them  to  insui^ 
rection,  and  to  produce  all  the  horrors  of  a  servile  war. 
There  is,  doubtless,  no  respectable  portion  of  our  coun- 
trymen who  can  be  so  far  misled  as  to  feel  any  other  senti- 
ment than  that  of  indignant  regret  at  conduct  so  destructive 
of  tlie  harmony  and  peace  of  the  country,  and  so  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  our  national  compact,  and  to  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity  and  religion.  Our  happiness  and  pros- 
perity essentially  depend  upon  peace  witnm  our  borders — 
and  peace  depends  upon  the  maintenance,  in  ^ood  faith,  of 
those  compromises  of  the  constitution  upon  which  the  Union 
is  founded.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  country  that  the  good 
sense,  the  generous  feeling,  and  the  deep-rooted  attachment 
of  the  people  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  to  the  Union, 
and  to  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  same  blood  in  the  South, 
have  given  so  strong  and  impressive  a  tone  to  the  senti- 
ments entertained  against  the  proceedings  of  the  misguided 
persons  who  have  engaged  in  these  unconstittitional  and 
wicked  attempts,  and  especially  against  the  emissaries  from 
foreign  parts  who  have  aared  to  interfere  in  this  matter,  as 
to  authorize  the  hope  that  those  attempts  will  no  longer  be 
persisted  in.  But  if  these  expressions  of  the  public  will 
shall  not  be  sufficient  to  effect  so  desirable  a  result,  not  a 
doubt  can  be  entertained  that  the  non-slaveholding  States, 
so  far  from  countenancing  the  slightest  interference  with 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South,  will  be  prompt  to 
exercise  their  authority  in  suppressing,  so  far  as  in  them^ 
lies,  whatever  is  calculated  to  produce  this  evil. 

In  leaving  the  care  of  other  branches  of  this  interesting 
subject  to  the  State  authorities,  to  whom  they  properly  bo- 
long,  it  is  nevertheless  proper  for  Congress  to  take  such 
measures  as  will  prevent  the  Post  Office  Department, 
which  was  designea  to  foster  an  amicable  intercourse  and 
correspondence  between  all  the  members  of  the  Confedera- 
cy, from  being  used  as  an  instrument  of  an  opposite  char- 
acter. The  Qeneral  Government,  to  which  the  greatest 
trust  is  confided,  of  preserving  inviolate  the  relations  crea- 
ted among  the  States  by  the  constitution,  is  especially 
bound  to  avoid,  in  its  own  action,  any  thing  that  may  dis- 
turb them.  I  would,  therefore,  call  the  special  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  subject,  and  respectfully  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  passing  such  a  law  as  will  prohibit,  under  severe 
penalties,  the  circulation  in  the  Soutnern  States,  throuah 
the  mail,  of  incendiary  publications  intended  to  instigate  the 
slaves  to  insurrection. 


I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  first  message  which  I  com- 
municated to  Congress,  to  urge  upon  its  attention  the  pro- 
priety of  amending  that  part  of  the  constitution  which  pro- 
vides for  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  oi 
the  United  States.  The  leading  object  which  I  had  in 
view  was  the  adoption  of  some  new  provisions,  which 
would  secure  to  the  people  the  performance  of  thifl  high 
duty,  without  any  intermediate  agency.  In  my  annual 
communications  since,  I  have  enforced  the  same  views, 
from  a  sincere  conviction  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  would  be  promoted  by  their  adoption.  If  the  sub- 
ject were  an  ordinary  one,  I  should  have  regarded  the  fail- 
ure of  Congress  to  act  upon  it  as  an  indication  of  their 
judgment,  tliatthe  disadvantages  which  belong  to  the  pre- 
sent system  were  not  so  great  as  those  which  would  result 
from  any  attainable  substitute  that  had  been  submitted  to 
their  consideration.  Recollecting,  however,  that  proposi- 
tions to  introduce  a  new  feature  in  our  fundamental  laws 
cannot  be  too  patiently  examined,  and  ought  not  to  be  re- 
ceived with  favor,  until  the  great  body  of  the  people  are 
thoroughly  imnressed  with  their  necessity  and  v&lue,  as  a 
remedy  for  real  evils,  1  feel  that  in  renewing  the  recom- 
mendation I  have  heretofore  made  on  this  subject,  I  am  not 
transcending  the  bounds  of  a  just  deference  to  the  sense 
of  Congress,  or  to  the  disposition  of  the  people.  Howev- 
er much  we  may  diflferin  the  choice  of  the  measures  which 
should  guide  the  administration  of  the  Government,  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  really 
friendly  to  the  republican  features  of  our  system,  that  one 
of  its  most  important  securities  consists  in  the  separation 
of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers,  at  the  same  time 
that  each  is  held  responsible  to  the  great  source  of  author- 
ity, which  is  acknowledged  to  be  supreme,  in  the  will  of 
the  people  constitutionally  expressed.  My  reflection  and 
experience  satisfy  me,  that  tlie  framers  of  the  constitution, 
altnough  they  were  anxious  to  mark  the  feature  as  a  set- 
tled and  fixed  principle  in  the  structure  of  the  Government, 
did  not  adopt  all  the  precautions  that  were  necessary  to  se- 
cure its  practical  observance,  and  that  we  cannot  be  said  to 
have  carried  into  complete  effect  their  intentions  until  the 
evils  which  arise  from  this  organic  defect  are  remedied. 

Considering  the  great  extent  of  our  Confederacy,  the  ra- 
pid increase  of  its  population,  and  the  diversity  of  their  in- 
terests and  pursuits,  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  contin- 
gency by  which  one  branch  of  the  legislature  is  to£>rm  it- 
self into  an  electoral  college,  cannot  b^omc  one  of  ordinary 
occurrence,  without  producing  incalculable  mischief.  What 
was  intended  as  the  medicine  of  the  constitution  in  extreme 
cases,  cannot  be  frequently  used  without  changing  its  cha- 
racter, and,  sooner  or  later,  producing  incurable  disorder. 

Every  election  by  the  House  of  Representatives  is  calcu- 
lated to  lessen  the  force  of  that  security  which  is  derived 
from  the  distinct  and  separate  character  of  the  Legislative 
and  Executive  functions,  and,  while  it  exposes  each  to  temp- 
tations adverse  to  their  efficiency  as  organs  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws,  its  tendency  will  be  to  unite  both  in  resisting 
the  will  of  the  People,  and  thus  give  a  direction  to  the  Go- 
vernment anti-republican  and  dangerous.  All  history  tells 
us  that  a  free  people  should  be  watchful  of  delegated  power, 
and  should  never  acquiesce  in  a  practice  which  will  dimin- 
ish their  control  over  it.  This  obligation,  so  universal  in 
its  application  to  all  the  principles  of  a  republic,  is  peculiarly 
so  in  ours,  where  the  fonnation  of  parties  founded  on  sec- 
tional interests  is  so  much  fostered  by  the  extent  of  our  ter- 
ritory. These  interests,  represented  by  candidates  for  the 
Presidency,  are  constantly  prone,  in  the  zeal  of  party  and 
selfish  objects,  to  generate  influences  unmindful  of  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  forgetful  of  the  restraints  which  the  great 
body  of  tlie  People  would  enforce,  if  they  were,  in  no  con- 
tingency, to  lose  the  right  of  expressing  their  will.  The 
experience  of  our  country,  from  the  formation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  present  day,  demonstrates  that  the  People 
cannot  too  soon  adopt  some  stronger  safeguard  for  their  right 
to  elect  the  highest  oflicer  known  to  the  Constitution,  than 
is  contained  in  that  sacred  instrument  as  it  now  stands. 

It  is  my  duty  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  Congress 
to  the  present    condition  of  the   District  of  Columbia. 
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From  whatever  cause  the  great  depreanon  has  arisen 
which  now  exists  in  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this  Dis- 
trict, it  is  proper  that  its  situation  should  he  fully  under- 
stood, and  such  relief  or  remedies  provided  as  are  consist- 
ent with  the  powers  of  Confess.  I  earnestly  recommend 
the  extension  of  every  political  right  to  the  citizens  of  the 
District  which  their  true  interests  require,  and  which  does 
not  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  It  is 
believed  that  the  laws  for  the  government  of  the  District 
require  revisal  and  amendment,  and  that  much  good  may 
be  done  by  modifying  the  penal  code,  so  as  to  give  uniform- 
ity to  its  provisions. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  the  defects  which  exist 
in  the  Judicial  system  of  the  United  States.    As  at  present 


organized,  the  States  of  the  Union  derive  unequal  advan- 
tages from  the  Federal  Judiciary,  which  have  been  so  often 
Domted  out  that  I  dean  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  present  Congress  will  extend  to  all  the 
States  tnat  equality  m  respect  to  the  benefits  of  the  laws  of 
the  Union  which  can  only  be  secured  by  the  oniformity 
and  efficiency  of  the  Judicial  system. 

With  these  observations  on  the  topics  of  genmf  interest 
which  arc  deemed  worthy  of  your  consideration,  I  leave 
them  to  your  care,  trusting  that  the  legiatative  measures 
they  calf  for  will  be  met  as  the  wants  And  the  best  inter- 
ests of  our  beloved  country  demand. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Washinoton,  1th  December, -1835. 


DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

War  Department,  Kov.  30,  1835. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

Sir :  In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  and  with  the 
usage  of  this  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before 
you  a  statement  of  its  operations  during  the  past  season,  and 
reports  from  the  various  bureaux,  exhibiting,  in  detail,  their 
respective  proceedings,  as  far  as  these  appear  to  be  sufficient* 
ly  important  for  communication  in  the  usual  annual  state- 
ments. 

The  gcner^  positions  of  the  Army  remain  the  same  as  at 
the  time  of  my  last  report.  Some  movements,  however, 
have  taken  place,  which  it  is  proper  should  be  specially 
brought  before  you. 

Fourteen  companies  have  been  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Clinch,  in  Florida,  with  a  view  to  impose 
a  proper  restraint  upon  the  Seminole  Indians,  who  have 
occasionally  evinced  an  unquiet  spirit,  and  to  ensure  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  stipulations,  providing  for  the  re- 
moval of  these  Indians.  As  soon  as  tins  takes  place,  these 
troons  will  resume  their  proper  positions. 

The  regiment  of  dragoons  has  been  usefully  employed  in 
penetrating  into  the  Indian  country;  in  exhibitinff  to  the  In- 
dians a  force  well  calculated  to  check  or  to  punish  any  hos- 
tilities they  may  commit,  and  in  adding  to  our  geographical 
knowledge  of  those  remote  regions.  Colonel  Kearney, 
with  onedetachment,  marched  through  the  country  between 
the  Des  Moines  and  the  Mississippi  rivers;  Colonel  Dodge, 
with  another,  made  an  excursion  south  of  Missouri  towanis 
the  Rocky  Mountains;  and  Major  Mason,  with  a  third, 
joined  by  a  detachment  of  infantry,  was  employed  in  duties 
connected  with  the  assemblage  of  a  body  of  Indians,  at  the 
Cross  Timbers,  near  the  Great  Western  Prairie,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  permanent  speciiic  relations  between 
the  remote  wandering  bands  and  the  United  States,  and 
the  more  agricultural  Indians,  who  have  migrated,  under 
the  public  faith,  to  that  region,  or  who  secmcSi  disposed  to 
improve  their  condition  by  more  settled  habits.  The  duties 
committed  to  these  troops  have  been  well  performed. 

The  information  concerning  the  discipline  and  morale 
of  the  army  is  satisfactory.  The  officers  are  engaged  in  a 
great  diversity  of  duties,  growing  out  of  various  acts  of  Con- 
gress, many  of  which  have  no  direct  connection  with  their 
professional  avocations.  These  duties  are  satisfactorily 
executed,  and  the  expenditures  to  which  they  lead  are  ge- 
nerally made  with  fidelity,  and  accounted  for  with  promp- 
titude. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  in  relation  to  the  state  of  the  corps  under 
his  command.  The  number  of  officxjrs  in  that  corps  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the  various  duties  commit- 
ted to  it.  The  consequence  is,  that,  in  some  instances,  the 
public  works  have  been  neglected  or  delayed,  and  in  others 
they  have  been  prosecuted  by  those  who  had  not  the  neces- 
sary professional  skill  and  experience.  Persons  in  civil 
life,  possessed  of  competent  scientific  knowledge,  will  not 


often  enter  into  the  temporary  service  of  the  GK>vemmenC 
for  such  compensation  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  Enei- 
neer  officers.  The  progress  o£  improvement  through  the 
country  creates  a  demand  for  those  qualifications  which  are 
required  in  the  military  and  topograj^cal  engineer  service; 
and  a  higher  rate  of  compensation  is  allowed  than  it  has 
been  the  usage  of  this  Department  to  grant.  A  gradual 
and  moderate  addition  to  the  corps  offers  the  only  remedy 
for  this  state  of  things;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  considerations 
of  economy,  as  well  as  a  due  regard  to  the  proper  execution 
of  a  most  important  class  of  public  works,  calls  for  this  ar- 
rangement. 

The  same  considerations  applv  in  a  considerable  degree 
to  the  Topographical  Corps,  and  I  ask  vour  favorable  con- 
sideration for  the  measure  recommended  by  the  officer  at 
the  head  of  it.  One  of  the  plans  suggested  will  accomplish 
the  object  without  any  addition  to  t^  public  expenditures; 
and  will  make  adequate  provisions  for  a  branch  of  service 
connected  with  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  which  has 
also  the  advantage  of  furnishing  information  that  may  prove 
highly  valuable  to  every  portion  of  the  community. 

Agreeably  to  a  provision  in  an  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  that  part  of  the  Cumberland  road  between  the 
town  of  Cumberland  and  the  Ohio  river,  has  been  surren- 
dered to  and  accepted  by  the  States  through  which  it  passes; 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  authority  of  theee 
States  for  the  collection  of  such  tolls  as  will  keep  it  in  pro- 
per repair.  The  funds  appropriated  for  the  completion  of 
this  road  have  been  applied  to  the  object,  and  will  be  fully 
adequate  to  its  attainment.  The  work,  with  the  exception 
of  some  of  the  bridges,  and  of  a  few  necessary  repairs,  is 
nearly  finished,  and  is  passable  in  its  whole  extent  All 
accounts  concur  in  representing  it  as  constructed  in  the 
most  faithful  manner.  Captain  Delafield,  who  has  super- 
intended the  operations,  and  the  officers  engaged  with  him, 
are  entitled  to  commendation  for  the  zeal  and  professional 
ability  they  have  displayed. 

The  United  States  are  exonerated  from  all  future  claims 
on  account  of  this  road,  while  competent  provision  has  been 
made  for  its  preservation. 

The  ]»rogTes8  in  the  other  works  of  internal  improvement 
is  shown  m  the  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer.  Among 
these,  one  of  the  most  remarkable,  as  well  from  its  import- 
ance, as  from  the  unexpected  facility  with  which  it  has  so 
far  been  executed,  is  the  removal  of  tne  raft  over  Red  river. 
An  immense  body  of  timber,  extending  one  hundred  and 
eleven  miles  along  that  stream,  had  covered  a  large  portion 
3f  its  surface,  and  interruptod  all  communication.  This 
has  probably  been  collecting  for  ages;  and  not  only  was  this 
great  natural  highway  thus  shut  up  by  it,  but  a  fertile  and 
extensive  region  along  the  river  was  inundated,  and  the 
whole  country  in  its  vicinity  subject  to  local  diseases  ha^'ing 
their  origin  in  this  submersion. 

This  work  has  been  in  progress,  upon  the  present  sys- 
tem, little  more  than  two  years,  and  the  whole  expenditure 
includinjg  a  sum  of  twenty-three  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
applied  in  previous  experiments  that  failed,  has  been  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollan.     It  is    esti- 
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mated  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  forty  thousand 
•even  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  will  he  required  to 
complete  it;  and  which,  with  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars now  in  the  TreasurTi  will  make  for  the  whole  cost 
one  hundred  and  eiehtjr-nve  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars.  The  river  has  been  cleared  a  distance  of 
eighty-eight  miles,  and  there  yet  remains  twenty-three 
miles  of  Obstructions  to  remove.  'This  portion  it  is  expect- 
ed will  be  Unished  early  in  the  ntkt  season,  if  the  necessa- 
ry appropriati<ms  are  made  in  time. 

Before  the  present  plan  of  effecting  this  work  was 
adopted,  there  were  vanous  projects  suggested  for  its  ac- 
complishment; but  the  most  san^ine  projector  could  not 
have  anticipated  such  a  great  physical  change,  as  is  already 
taking  place,  within  the  time  and  the  means  that  have 
been  devoted  to  the  work.  A  Idose  estimate  of  the  land 
which  will  be  reclaimed  and  rendered  vabiablo  by  this  im- 
provement, which  has  been  made  by  Colonel  Brooks, 
formerly  Indian  agent  in  Louisiana,  and  inthnate^  ac- 
quainted with  the  region  upon  Red  river,  places  it  at  up- 
wards of  a  million  of  acres;  and  it  will  form  one  of  the 
most  productive  districts  in  the  Union.,  This  operation, 
as  a  mere  matter  of  pecuniary  value,  will  return  many 
times  the  amount  expended  upon  it. 

I  have  brought  the  subject  to  your  view  at  this  time,  not 
only  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  importance,  but  from  the 
encouragement  it  affords  to  the  introduction  and  prosecu- 
tion of  a  system  of  improvement,  by  which  the  public 
lands  upon  the  lower  Mississippi,  and  some  of  its  tributa- 
ries, may  be  reclaimed  from  their  present  condition,  and 
rendered  fit  for  agriculturalpurposes.  Whether  the  object 
be  attainable,  within  the  limits  of  a  reasonable  expense, 
there  are  not  satisfactory  data  for  determining.  But  its 
great  results  to  the  country,  in  health,  in  power,  and  in 
wealth,  are  obvious. 

No  appropriations  having  been  made  at  the  ^^  session 
of  Congrress  for  the  prosecution  of  the  worlVtipon  the 
fortifications,  it  has  In^n  deemed  proper  to  submit  addition- 
al estimates  of  these  objects.  And  as  some  of  the  forts 
first  commenced  have  been  completed,  estimates  have  also 
been  approved  by  you  for  the  commencement  of  others, 
which  have  been  recommended  by  the  Board  of  En^neers 
in  the  continuation  of  the  system  of  defence  devised  by 
them  and  submitted  to  Congress.  A  number  of  our  most 
important  harbors  and  inlets  are  yet  either  wholly  unde- 
fended, or  so  partially  protected,  as  to  render  their  situation 
altogether  insecure  in  the  event  of  exposure  to  hostile  at- 
tempts. An  adherence  to  the  general  plan  of  defence, 
and  a  gradual  prosecution  of  the  work  as  the  national  finan- 
ces and  other  considerations  maj  justify,  seem  to  be  de- 
manded by  a  just  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, as  well  as  by  the  experience  which  the  events  of  the 
last  war  forced  upon  us. 

In  addition,  however,  to  these  permanent  fortifications, 
there  are  some  of  our  most  extensive  roadsteads,  in  which 
fi oating  steam  batteries  ought  to  be  employed.  Among 
these  are  the  Chesapeake  ami  Delaware  Inys,  and  the  har- 
bor of  New  York.  The  peculiar  situation  of  these  es- 
tuaries, as  well  with^  relation  to  their  exposure,  as  to  the 
best  measures  for  their  defence,  and  the  immense  value  of 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  which  they  arc  the  out- 
lets and  inlets,  render  their  security  a  matter  of  deep  in- 
terest to  the  whole  country.  When  tlie  present  system  of 
defence  was  projected,  I  understand,  the  Board  of  Engi- 
neers (contemplated  the  eventual  construction  of  these  mov- 
ing batteries,  as  a  part  of  their  plan.  The  great  improve- 
ments which  have  since  taken  place,  in  all  that  relates  to 
the  application  of  the  power  or  steam,  furnish  additional 
motives  for  providing  tnese  co-operative  defences.  Alter- 
nately protecting  and  protected  by  the  fixed  batteries,  these 
moveable  ones  will  be  found  to  be  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. In  fact,  with  an  adequate  force  of  this  description, 
stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  our  permanent  military  works, 
and  enabled  to  take  refuge  under  their  cover,  whenever 
necesvary,  a  hostile  fleet  would  scarcely  venture  to  pass 
the  position,  and  thereby  expMe  itself  to  the  hazard  of  an- 
noyance in  detail,  and  of  being  captured  and  destroyed. 


whenever  a  calm,  a  change  of  wind,  or  any  other  of  the  many 
accidents  to  which  a  maritime  force  is  liable,  might  furnbh  a 
favorable  opiportunity  for  the  action  of  the  steam  batteries. 
Our  Atlantic  frontier  will  not  be  properly  secured  till  this 
means  of  efHcient  co-operation  in  its  defence  is  introduced. 

In  my  last  aimual  report  I  communicated  the  facts  which 
ajppeared  to  render  it  proper  that  the  operations  upon  two  of 
the  most  important  works.  Fort  Calhoun  and  the  Delaware 
Breakwater,  should  be  temporarily  suspended.  Experi- 
ments have  been  made  to  test  the  effects  and  probable  extent 
of  the  causes  which  were  in  operation,  and  which  threaten- 
ed to  injure,  if  not  destroy,  the  utility  of  these  works.  It 
is  believed  that  the  depression  of  the  foundation  of  Fort 
Calhoun  is  so  nearly  checked,  that  further  danger  is  not  to 
be  apprehended.  But  as  wiU  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the 
Gtuartermaster-Greneral,  the  experiments  at  the  Breakwater 
have  not  been  so  decisive  as  to  settle  the  question  connected 
with  that  work,  and  it  has  been  thought  best  to  ask  of  Con- 
gress an  appropriation  only  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
which,  under  any  probable  circumstances,  can  be  judicious- 
ly expanded.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  experiments  wliidi 
will  be  conthtued,  and  ths  seientifis  ex&nunation  it  is  propo- 
sed to  make  next  season,  will  furnish  data  for  a  just  conclu- 
sion on  the  subject  of  this  important  structure,  and  indicate, 
either  that  the  causes  which  have  threatened  to  injure  its 
utility  have  produced  their  full  effect,  or  that  they  may  be 
counteractea  by  some  change  in  the  original  plan.  This 
artificial  harbor  is  too  valuable  to  an  extensive  commerce  pe- 
culiarly exposed,  not  to  engage  every  effort  in  completing  it, 
and  preserving  it  from  destruction. 

The  Report  of  the  Visiters  appointed  to  inspect  the  Mil- 
itary. Academy,  and  the  documents  transmitted  by  them,are 
submitted  for  your  consideration,  together  with  the  sugges- 
tions they  have  made,  and  which  are  calculated,  in  their 
opinion,  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  that  institution.  These 
annual  examinations  by  a  body  of  highly  respectable  citi- 
zens, called  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  are  not  only 
usefbl  as  chocks  upon  any  improper  tendency  to  which  all 
public  establishments  are  more  or  less  liable,  but  they  are 
satisfactory,  when  they  bear  testimony  to  the  value  of  the 
system,  and  to  the  correctness  of  its  admimstration,  and 
practically  advantageous  by  the  suggestions  they  offer. 
That  improvements  may  be  made  in  the  several  departments 
of  the  Military  Academy  cannot  be  doubted.  Nor  can  it 
be  doubted  that  a  thorough  examination  by  Congress  of  its 
various  concerns,  whether  administrative,  financial,  or  in- 
structive, would  be  highly  useful,  and  would  tend  to  its 
permanent  melioration.  Its  results,  so  far  as  these  can  be 
judged  by  the  character,  conduct,  and  qualifications  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  about  two-thirds  of  whom  have  been 
educated  at  this  institution,  have  been  decidedly  beneficial. 
The  standard  of  acquirement  for  the  militaiy  profession  has 
been  raised;  habits  of  discipline  and  subordination,  neces- 
sary first  to  learn,  before  the  duty  of  command  can  be  pro- 
perly executed,  have  been  acquired;  elementary  knowledge 
peculiarly  adapted  to  a  military  life  has  been  more  extensive- 
ly and  accurately  taught,  and  we  have  been  better  enabled 
to  keep  pace  wit n*  those  improvements  which  the  nations 
of  Europe  have  made  and  are  making  in  this  important 
branch  of  modem  science. 

Agreeably  to  your  permission,  I  have  introduced  into  the 
estimates  an  additional  sum  for  the  armament  of  the  fortifi- 
cations. Without  going  into  any  unnecessary  detail  upon 
this  subject  at  the  present  time,  I  will  barely  remark  tnat. 
this  gieasure  is  called  for  by  the  actual  state  of  our  prepara- 
tions, and  by  a  provident  regard  to  the  duty  of  self-defence. 
If  no  increase  takes  place  in  this  branch  of  the  service,  ma- 
ny years  must  elapse  before  our  fortifications  and  arsenals 
are  sufficiently  provided. 

A  resolution  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the 
last  session,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to  procure  cer- 
tain information,  having  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a 
national  foundry  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  infor- 
mation which  has  been  collected  will  be  communicated  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution;  but  I  am  so  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  measure,  that  I  am  induced  to  bring  it  to 
your  notice  in  this  report. 
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The  United  States  have  no  efitablishment  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cannon.  The  supplies  wanted,  as  well  for  the 
field  artilleiy  of  the  army  and  [militia  as  for  the  armament 
of  the  fortifications,  are  now  procured  from  four  private 
foundries:  one  near  Richmond,  one  at  Gieorgetown,  one 
opposito  West  Point,  and  one  at  Pittsburff,  which  appear 
to  have  been  established,  at  several  periods,  in  the  expec- 
tation that  their  products  would  be  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment, as  the  public  necessities  might  require,  and  at  such 
prices  as  might,  from  time  to  time,  be  judged  reasonable. 
As  there  is  no  private  demand  for  this  manufacture  in  our 
country,  it  is  obvious  that  no  person  would  make  the  requi- 
site preparations,  which  are  understood  to  demand  con- 
siderable investments,  and  the  employment  of  skilful  work- 
men, practically  acquainted  with  this  branch  of  business, 
unless  expectations  of  a  just  reimbursement  were  held  out. 
Contracts  for  limited  pnods  have,  from  time  to  time,  been 
made,  providing  for  the  delivery  of  stipulated  quantities; 
but,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  m  my  an- 
nual report  of  November  21st,  1831,  the  act  of  Congress  of 
3d  March,  1809  seems  to  present  serious  difficulties  in  the^ 
way  of  such  an  arzungement^  aad  sinee  that  time  no  formal 
contract  has  been  made  for  the  supply  of  cannon.  The 
proprietors  of  these  foundries  have  been  annually  informed 
that,  if  the  appropriations  would  permit,  and  if  cannon  of 
designated  quality  and  size  were  fabricated,  these  would  be 
purchased.  In  this  manner  the  subject  has  lingered,  with- 
out an^  action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  without  any 
authority  on  the  part  of  this  Department,  to  make  more  ef- 
ficient arrangements.  During  the  present  year,  the  appro- 
priation for  the  armament  of  the  fortifications  has  been 
principally  expended  in  procuring  iron  gun-carriages;  and 
the  foundries  have  not  been  employed  in  the  fabrication  of 
cannon  for  the  military  branch  of  the  service.  It  is  believ- 
ed that  this  circumstance,  by  deranging  their  operations, 
has  been  seriously  injurious,  and,  if  it  again  occur,  it  may 
induce  some  of  them  to  discharge  the  workmen  specially 
employed  upon  this  business,  and  who  may  hereafter  be 
collected  with  jgreat  difficulty.  The  Government  now  de- 
pends upon  this  temporary  and  uncertain  arrangement  for 
the  supply  of  this  indispensable  element  of  national  defence. 
The  circumstances  which  required  a  change,  I  had  the  ho- 
nor to  submit  four  years  since.  They  have  lost  none  of 
their  force  during  the  period  which  has  intervened;  and, 
independently  of  the  considerations  presented  having  rela- 
tion to  the  uncertain  condition  of  these  establishments,  there 
are  others,  bearing  upon  the  quality  of  the  material  and  the 
workmanship,  which  render  it  important  that  the  Grovern- 
mcnt  should  be  its  own  manufacturer  of  this  article.  The 
cost  of  cannon,  while  this  is  kept  within  a  reasonable  li- 
mit, is  not  an  object,  compared  with  the  two  Qualities  of 
strength  and  lightness.  With  the  exertions  of  tne  present 
manufacturers  of  cannon,  so  far  as  the  necessary  facts  are 
known  to  me,  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied.  But  it  is  suffi- 
ciently obvious  that,  in  a  branch  of  business  where  a  slight 
dificrence  in  the  material,  and  slight  neglect  in  the  process, 
may  produce  irremediable  mischief,  and  where,  from  causes 
not  easily  ascertained,  these  defects  may  disclose  themselves 
in  the  midst  of  the  most  active  service,  and  afler  the  guns 
have  resisted  all  the  usual  proofs,  the  manufacture  of  the 
article  should  be  carried  on  where  these  neglects  are  least 
likely  to  happen;  where,  in  fact,  there  can  be  no  interest  to 
use  any  other  than  the  best  materials,  nor  to  employ  any 
other  than  the  most  skilful  artisans.  Time  and  experience 
are  necessary  to  found  and  perfect  an  establishment  for  this 
purpose  upon  a  scale  suited  to  our  wants. 

It  does  not  seem  necessary  to  exhibit  in  detail  the  number 
of  cannon  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Government,  and 
distributed  in  its  forte,  arsenals,  and  temporary  posts,  and 
the  number  that  will  be  required  to  complete  the  armament 
of  the  fortifications  already  constructed,  of  those  in  the  pro- 
cess of  construction,  and  of  those  projected,  and  the  number 
necessary  for  the  proper  demands  of  field  service.  It  is 
sufficient  to  observe  here,  that  the  quantity  is  far  more  than 
enough  to  justify  extensive  and  vifi[orous  arrangements; 
and  this  without  reference  to  the  accidents  of  time  and  ser- 
vice, which  must  always  operate  to  reduce  the  stock  on  hand. 


Such  an  establishment  as  the  one  contemplaled  could  be 
employed  as  well  for  the  Navy  as  Army;  but,  while  I  al- 
lude to  its  general  usefulness,  it  is  proper  I  should  avoid  all 
details  pecidiarly  appropriate  to  another  department. 

The  defective  organization  of  the  militia  is  universally 
acknowledged.  But  little  practical  utility  results  from  the 
administration  of  the  present  system;  and  if  this  great  ele- 
ment of  national  defence  is  worth  preservation  anud  improve- 
ment, it  is  time  the  wholUlubject  should  be  examined,  and 
that  a  plan,  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  should 
be  adopted.  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  there  are  Buch 
inherent  difficulties  in  this  subject  as  to  render  it  imprac- 
ticable, or  even  very  difficult,  to  organize  this  great  force, 
so  peculiarly  adapted  to  our  institutions,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  render  it  active  and  efficient  in  those  junctures 
when  the  country  may  be  called  on  to  exert  ite  power.  I 
presume  few  would  be  found  to  advocate  the  maintenance 
of  a  standing  military  force,  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of 
peace  and  tvar.  When,  therefore,  these  exigencies  arise, 
from  which  no  nation  can  expect  exemption,  and  which  call 
for  an  extension  of  our  physical  means,  we  must  resort  to 
an  increase  of  the  Army,  or  to  the  embodying  of  the  miliiia. 
It  is  obvious,  from  the  extent  of  the  country,  that  we  can 
never  keep,  at  all  the  exposed  points,  such  a  permanent 
force  as  circumstances  may  occasionally  require.  The  na- 
tural, and,  in  fact,  the  necessary  dependence  must  be  upon 
the  militia;  and,  if  it  be  unorganized,  we  shall  be  found 
without  the  means  to  repel  a  foreign  enemy,  or  to  repress 
internal  disturbances,  should  these  evils  occur.  To  depend 
upon  organizing  a  system  when  the  ^exigency  arises,  is  to 
reject  all  lessons  of  experience,  and  to  procrastinate  for  ex- 
amination, what  should  then  be  the  subject  of  action .  Be- 
sides, a  permanent  plan  of  organization  should  be  devised  in 
a  time-  of  leisure  and  peace,  so  that  it  may  be  introduced 
and  thoroughly  known  before  the  force  provided  by  it  is  re- 
quired to  be  exerted.  It  should,  as  much  as  possible,  be 
ingrafted  ftpon  the  habits  of  the  country,  and  become  a  part 
of  our  institutions.  The  basis  of  an  efficient  organization 
of  the  militia  must  be  a  selection  for  instruction  and  service 
of  that  part  of  the  population  best  qualified  for  these  duties. 
Age  and  physical  capacity  present  the  proper  considera- 
tions for  such  a  selection.  The  principle  is  stated  with  his 
usual  force  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  message  to  Congrc^sa 
of  December,  1805,  wherein  he  said; 

"  Whether  it  will  be  necc8.sary  to  augment  our  land  forces 
will  be  decided  by  occurrences  probably  in  the  course  of 
your  session.  In  the  mean  time,  you  will  consider  whether 
It  would  not  be  expedient  for  a  state  of  peace,  as  well  as  of 
war,  so  to  organize  or  class  the  militia  as  would  enable  us, 
on  a  sudden  emergency,  to  call  for  the  service  of  the  young- 
er portions,  unencumbered  with  the  old  and  those  having  fa- 
milies. Upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  able-bodied 
men,  betwen  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-six  years, 
which  the  last  census  shows  we  may  now  count  within  our 
limits,  will  furnish  a  competent  number  for  ofl*ence  or  de- 
fence, in  any  point  where  they  may  be  wanted,  and  will 
give  time  for  raising  regular  forces,  afler  the  necessity  of 
them  shall  become  certain ;  and  the  reducing  to  the  early 
period  of  life  all  its  active  services,  cannot  but  be  desirable 
to  our  younger  citizens  of  the  present  as  well  as  future  times, 
inasmuch  as  it  engages  to  them,  in  more  advanced  asre,  a 

?uiet  and  undisturbed  repose  in  the  bosom  of  their  families, 
cannot,  then,  but  earnestly  recommend  to  your  early  con- 
sideration the  expediency  of  so  modifying  our  militia  system 
as,  by  a  separation  of  the  more  active  part  from  that  which 
is  less  so,  we  may  draw  from  it,  when  necessary,  an  efficient 
corps,  fit  for  real  and  active  service,  and  to  be  called  in  regu- 
lar rotation." 

^  Had  the  genera]  principles  here  recommended  been  prac- 
tically adopted,  ana  a  corresponding  system  cfitablished, 
with  the  necessary  details,  first  for  instruction,  and  tlien  for 
active  service,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  course  of  events, 
which  marked  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  would 
have  been  avoided,  and  an  immense  expenditure  of  bloiid 
and  treasure  saved  to  the  nation.  The  warning  voice,  which 
was  not  heeded  then,  may  perhaps  be  heard  now;  and  if  it 
is,  it  may  produce  incalculable  benefits. 
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A  Board  of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Militia  was  organ- 
ized some  vears  since,  under  the  instructions  of  this  Dqxtrtr 
ment,  and  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of-  Congress,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  this  subject,  and  of  devjsine  a  practi- 
cable plan  for  the  organization,  improvement,  and  efficient 
action  of  the  militia.  Their  report  contains  the  outline  of  a 
pro/'e/,  which,  with  some  mooifications,  appears  to  me  to 
combine  as  many  advantages  as  any  other  that  can,  pro- 
bably, be  adopted.  The  basis ^^u  a  classification  of  the 
adult  male  population  of  the  Uffied  States,  and  a  selec- 
tion of  so  many  persons  from  it,  above  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  as  soould  be  necessary  to  complete  the  num- 
ber required  to  be  enrolled  and  organized  at  all  times  for 
actual  service  ]  beginning  in  all  cases  with  the  youngest 
above  the  prescribed  age.  Their  report  stopped  at  the 
number  they  deemed  necessary  for  constant  equipment.  As 
regards  instruction  and  preparation,  this  limitation  is  no 
doubt  proper;  but  still  it  would  probably  be  deemed  advisa- 
ble, so  far  to  organize  the  whole  body,  within  certain  ages, 
as  CO  produce  a  classification,  and  to  afford  the  requisite  fa- 
cilities towards  calling  them  into  service  in  succession, 
should  any  contingency  demand  a  larger  force  than  the  first 
division  could  supply.  This  arrangement  would  render 
available  for  the  defence  of  the  country  its  whole  physical 
force ;  not  that  any  event  could  require  it  all  to  be  embodied 
at  the  same  time,  but  because  a  particular  section  might 
sometimes  be  peculiarly  exposed,  and  call  for  the  services  of 
a  large  proportion  of  its  population ;  and  the  continuance 
of  the  pressure  might  render  it  necessrry  to  discharge,  in 
succession,  those  who  had  performed  their  prescribed  terms, 
and  to  require  the  services  of  others. 

A  mere  organization  would  avail  but  little,  unless  induce- 
ments were  held  out  for  proper  instructions  and  equipment. 
And  I  consider,  therefore,  some  provision  for  elementary  in- 
struction, and  for  such  equipment  as  may  be  necessary  to 
excite  a  proper  emulation,  indispensable  to  any  improvement 
of  our  militia  system — indispensable,  I  may  add,  to  its  very 
existence.     An  arrangement  for  these  objects  would  em- 
brace the  first  class  only.     It  would,  to  be  sure,  involve  ex- 
pense, for  an  adequate  compensation  must  be  allowed  to  the 
persons  required  to  bo  embodied  at  these  schools  of  instruc- 
tion, for  a  few  days  in  the  year.    And  it  would  pobably  be 
found  expedient  to  continue  the  present  plan  of  voluntary 
corps,  with  some  changes,  and  to  require  them  also  to  meet 
for  improvement.     It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  the  whole  adult 
male  population  of  the  country  can  or  will  furnish  themselves 
with  the  articles  required  by  law,  or  that  their  collection  for 
any  number  of  days  they  can  afford  to  devote  to  this  object, 
and  under  the  usual  circumstances  of  such  assemblages,  can 
produce  any  beneficial  effect  to  themselves  or  their  country. 
Already,  in  a  number  of  the  States,  the  system  has  sunk  un- 
der the  weight  of  public  opinion ;  and  the  practical  question 
now  is,  whether  we  shall  remain  in  fact  defenceless,  or  resort 
to  a  large  standing  military  force  in  time  of  peace,  that  just 
dread  of  all  free  governments,  or  adopt  an  efficient  pSan, 
which  will  prepare  for  the  public  defence  the  greatest  force 
at  the  least  cost,  and  without  danger.     The  olesaings  we 
have  inherited  cannot  be  prcserv^  without  exertion,  nor 
without  expense.    It  were  idle  to  sit  still  and  flatter  our- 
selves with  the  hope  that  war  is  never  to  overtake  us  ;  and  it 
would  be  worse  to  delay  all  efficient  organization  of  our  phy- 
sical means,  till  the  time  for  its  active  employment  arrives. 
Nearly  fifty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  the 
present  constitution.   During  all  that  time,  no   essential 
change    has    been  made   in  our  militia   system;   and  it 
has  gradually   declined   in  utility  and  efficiency,  and  in 
public  confidence ;  and  there    is  reason   to    fear  its  en- 
tire abandonment,  unless  it  undergoes  important  modifica- 
tions.    In  this  long  interval,  the  vdue  of  tne  system  seems 
to  have  been  appreciated  by  all  the  Presidents  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  those  who,  from  the  habits  of  their  lives,  could 
best  estimate  its  value  by  their  personal  observation,  as  by 
those  whose  opinions  may  have  been  well  formed  from  the 
course  of  events  having  relation  to  this  matter ;  and  in  their 
annual  communications,  commencing  with  the  inaugural 
address  of  General  Washington,  this  subject  has  been  al- 
most constantly  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Congress. 


For  the  pirpose  of  showing  its  importance  in  the  opinion  of 
these  eminent  citizens,  I  have  caused  their  communications 
to  be  examined,  and  find  that  the  subject  has  been  present- 
ed to  the  Legislature  and  the  nation  no  less  than  thirty-one 
times  in  their  official  recommendationB.  I  indulge  the  hope 
that  the  present  state  of  public  affairs  may  lead  to  a  re-exami- 
nation of  the  system,  and  to  such  changes  as  may  render  it 
permanently  useful. 

I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  announce  to  you  that  the 
Indians  residing  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  appear  to  be 
yielding  to  the  conviction  that  their  removal  to  the  territory 
assignra  for  their  residence  in  the  West,  offers  the  only  ra- 
tional prospect  of  any  permanent  improvement  in  their  con- 
dition, and  that  this  measure  is  essential  to  their  prosperity. 
Both  in  the  North  and  South  the  reports  of  the  officers  hav- 
ing charge  of  this  matter  are  encouragmg,  and  we  may  anti- 
cipate the  full  establishment  of  our  present  jpolicy,  and  with 
the  fairest  prospects  of  success,  if  the  pre-existing  prejudices, 
which  have  so  long  operated  to  retard  our  efforts,  can  be 
removed. 

The  considerations  which  render  this  change  of  residence 
necessary  are  sufficiently  obvious,  and  are  founded  upon 
results  that  have  heretofore  attended  our  intercourse  with 
the  Indians.  The  causes  which  have  so  lonjg  continued  to 
reduce  and  depress  them  in  their  present  situation  within 
our  borders,  are  yet  in  active  operation.  Their  food  deriv- 
ed from  the  chase  is  disappearing.  Their  habits  are  invet- 
erate, and  they  cannot  or  will  not  accommodate  themselves 
to  the  new  circumstances  which  press  upon  them,  in  time 
to  save  themselves  from  extinction.  And,  above  all,  their 
contact  with  a  white  population  has  entailed  and  is  entailing 
upon  them  evils,  which,  if  not  checked,  must  lead  to  their  ruin. 
They  appear  to  acquire  with  much  greater  facilitv  the  vices 
than  the  virtues  of  civilized  life;  and  during  the  whole  period 
they  have  been  known  to  us,  they  have  abandoned  them- 
selves, with  strange  improvidence,  to  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits.  From  my  own  observation  of  the  Indian  charac- 
ter, I  consider  the  indulgence  of  this  habit  as  the  great  bar- 
rier against  any  improvement  of  that  portion  of  this  race 
which,  from  their  position,  are  enabled,  at  pleasure,  to  grat- 
ify this  propensiw.  The  difficulty  of  putting  a  stop  to  this 
traffic  while  the  Indians  are  intermingled  with  our  citizens, 
is  sufficiently  obvious.  And  if  tliey  are  to  be  rescued  from 
its  effects,  they  must  be  removed  beyond  the  sphere  of  the 
traffic.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  prominent  rea- 
sons for  the  faithful  prosecution  of  the  system;  and  Congress, 
apparently  impressed  with  its  force,  has  provided  by  law  that 
all  ardent  spirits  found  in  the  Indian  country  may  be  destroy- 
ed. The  agents  of  the  Government  will  not  now  be  compell- 
ed, as  formerly,  to  resort  to  legal  process  for  the  interdiction 
of  this  traffic,  at  the  hazard  of  the  trouble,  expense,  and  un- 
certainty attending  such  prosecutions  upon  a  remote  frontier. 

I  consider  the  experiments  which  have  recently  been 
made  to  provide  for  tiie  maintenance  of  the  Indians,  by  re- 
servations for  their  use,  and  with  the  power  of  alienation, 
however  guarded,  to  have  wholly  faileci.  These  tracts  are 
too  often  sold  for  a  vcr^  inadE^quato  consideration,  and  the 
amount  received  is  dissipated  in  expenditures  either  posi- 
tively injurious  or  altogether  useless. 

As  soon  as  the  remaining  tribes  shall  have  been  estab- 
lished In  the  West,  we  may  look  forward  to  a  happier  des- 
tiny for  the  Indians.  And  if  this  expectation  be  disap- 
pointed, the  failure  must  be  attributea  to  the  inveterate 
nabits  of  this  people,  and  not  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  arrangements  for  the  comiortablc  establish- 
ment of  the  Indians  have  been  projected  upon  a  scale  suit- 
ed to  their  wants  and  condition,  and  to  tne  duties  of  the 
United  states.  With  a  view  to  appreciate  the  advantages 
which  have  been  secured  to  them,  I  deem  it  proper  briefiy 
to  recapitulate  provisions  that  have  been  made.  These  are 
not  applicable,  m  all  their  details,  to  each  tribe,  as  some  re- 
ceive more  and  some  less  in  amount,  while  certain  articles 
are  given  to  some  and  not  to  others.  But  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  distribution  apply  to  all.  An  extensive  country  has 
been  reserved  for  them,  and  has  been  divided  into  districts 
for  the  several  tribes.  To  this  they  are  removed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  tlie  United  States. 
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They  are  provided  with  the  necessary  rabsistenoe  for  one 
year  after  they  reach  their  new  residence. 

Annuities,  in  specie,  to  a  greater  or  less  amount,  are  pay- 
able to  each  tribe. 

Agricultural  instruments,  domestic  animals,  seed  com, 
salt,  looms,  cards,  spinning  wheels,  iron,  steel,  cloths,  blank- 
ets, rifles,  anmiunition,  and  other  articles,  are  distributed 
amonff  them. 

MiUs  are  erected  and  kept  in  operation.  Council  houses, 
churches,  and  dwelling  houses  for  chiefs,  are  built 

Mechanics  are  engaged  and  supported;  schools  are  estar 
blishcd  and  maintained;  and  the  missionary  institutions 
among  them  are  aided  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

These  are  the  principal  arrangements  made  for  the  bene- 
fit of  this  unfortunate  people,  who  will  soon  have  been  re- 
moved, at  ^reat  expense,  when  this  new  system  will  be  in 
full  operation,  and  where  their  peculiar  institutions  can  be 
preserved  with  such  modifications  as  a  progressive  state  of 
improvement  may  require.  They  will  be  separated,  too, 
firom  the  settled  portions  of  the  country  by  a  fixed  boundary^ 
beyond  which  our  population  cannot  paM. 

The  operations  of  the  Department  of  Indian  Afiairs  are 
shown  in  detail  by  the  report  of  the  Commissioner,  and  by 
that  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence.  It  was 
anticipated  that  a  considerable  body  of  the  Creeks  of  Ala- 
bama would,  ere  this,  have  been  on  their  way  to  the  West. 
But  recent  information  induces  the  belief  that  their  jour- 
uev  has  been  postponed,  but  under  circumstances  which 
will  probably  insure  their  early  removal  in  the  spring.  The 
treaty  with  the  Seminoies  of  Florida,  for  their  removal,  is 
in  the  process  of  execution.  A  portion  of  the  tribe  were 
not  prepared  to  go  at  the  time  arrangements  were  first  pro- 
posed to  be  made  for  their  removal,  and  when  bv  the  treaty 
they  miffht  have  been  required  to  depart.  At  their  earnest 
solicitations,  the  u^easurc  was  postjponed  until  the  coming 
winter,  and  assurances  were  given  b^  them  that  thc^  would 
then  be  prepared  to  remove.  A  majority  avow  their  readi- 
ness to  comply  with  their  engagements,  and  will  no  doubt 
quietly  go  as  soon  as  the  arrangements  for  their  departure 
shall  have  been  ccfupleted.  But  some  of  them  exhibit  a 
refractory  spirit,  and  evince  a  disposition  to  remain.  As 
they  now  hold  no  land  in  Florida,  and  would  become  a  law- 
less banditti  if  suffered  to  remain,  their  pretensions  cannot 
be  submitted  to.  They  will,  probably,  when  the  time  for 
operations  arrives,  quietly  follow  their  countrymen.  Should 
they  not,  measures  will  be  adopted  to  insure  this  course, 
equally  dictated  by  a  just  rcgarcl  to  their  own  welfare,  as 
well  as  to  that  of  our  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  their  resi- 
dence. 

Governor  Stokes,  General  Arbuckle,  and  Major  Arm- 
strong, were  appointed  Commissioners  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the  roving  tribes  of  Indians  who  inhabit  the  great 
Western  prairie,  with  the  view  of  establishing  permanent 
pacific  relations  between  these  predatory  tribes  and  the 
United  States,  and  also  between  the  same  tribes  and  the 
other  Indians  of  that  region.  The  lamented  death  of 
Major  Armstrong  deprived  the  Government  of  the  services 
of  that  valuable  ofiiccr;  but  the  other  Commissioners  suc- 
ceeded in  eflfecting  a  pacification,  which  I  hope  will  lead  to 
a  friendly  intercourse  among  all  the  tribes  in  that  quarter. 

Under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  tlic  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, an  arrangement  has  been  made  by  Cc^onel  Brookes 
with  the  Caddo  Indians,  for  the  cession  of  tficir  claims  to 
laml  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 
This  will  be  submitted  to  you  at  the  pro^«r  time,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
strrant,  LEW.  CASS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Navy  Department,  5lh  Dec.  1835. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

Sir  :  In  presenting  to  your  consideration  the  condition  of 
our  Navy  for  the  past  year,  it  aflbrds  me  great  satisfaction  to 
state,  that  all  the  available  means  for  it<)  improvement  have 


been  saooessfully  applied,  and  that  its  operations  in  protect- 
ing our  commerce,  although  inadequate  to  the  exigendes  of 
that  great  and  growing  interest,  have  been  highly  honora- 
ble to  the  officers  serving  upon  onr  naval  staUons,  at  home 
and  abroad^ 

Since  my  report  ofthe5i9th  of  November,  1834,  the  ship 
of  the  line,  Ntnrth  Carolina,  has  been  thoroughly  r^aired  in 
her  hull,  has  been  lately  taken  out  of  dock,  and  may  be  fitted 
for  sea  in  eighty  days.    M^ 

The  repairs  of  the  shi^f  the  line  Independence,  now  in 
dock  at  Boston,  have  been  commenced,  and  are  progressing 
with  great  despatch.  The  frigates  Coottitution  and  Con- 
stellation have  oeen  equipped  and  sent  to  sea.  The  frigate 
United  States  has  been  prepared,  and  is  ready  for  the  ns 
ception  of  a  crew.  The  null  of  the  frigate  Columbia,  at 
Washington,  has  been  so  nearly  complcSed  under  the  law 
for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  that  she  may  be 
launched  in  the  course  of  this  month. 

The  sloops  of  war  Peacock  and  Vandalia  have  been 
equipped  and  sent  to  sea.  The  sloop  of  war  Warren  is  tek- 
ing  in  her  crew,  and  will  sail  in  a  few  days.  The  sloops  of 
war  Concord  and  Boston  have  been  prepared,  and  arc  reaHy 
for  the  reception  of  their  crews;  and  the  Lexington  will  be 
equally  prepared  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  repairs  of  the  sloops  of  war  Falmouth  and  Natchez, 
and  of  the  schooner  Grampus,  have  been  recently  ecKnmcnr- 
ed,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  a  few  weeks,  they  may  be  mdy 
for  the  reception  of  their  crews. 

The  builoin^  of  a  store  ship,  authorized  by  a  law  of  llw 
30th  of  June,  1834.  has  been  commenced  at  Philadelphia, 
and  a  steam  vessel  has  been  commenced  at  New  York,  but 
will  not  be  ready  for  service  until  some  time  in  the  summer 
of  1836. 

The  ships  of  the  line  Alabama,  Vermont,  Virginia,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  New  York,  and  the  frigates  Santee,  Cumber- 
land, Sabine,  Savannah,  Raritan,  and  St.  Lawrence,  are 
on  the  stocks,  well  protected  from  the  weather,  and  as  near- 
ly completed  as  it  is  proper  they  should  be,  until  it  b  dclcr- 
mined  to  launch  them. 

For  a  more  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  those  vo- 
sels,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ships  of  the  line,  Franklin,  Wash- 
ington, Columbus,  and  Ohio,  and  their  means  of  repair.  1 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  ihe 
Navy  Board  herewith  submitted,  marked  K.  And  for  the 
amount  of  timber,  iron,  and  other  materials,  procured  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  I  refer  to  their  report 
marked  L. 

The  ship  of  the  line  Delaware,  the  frigate  Potomac,  the 
sloop  John  Adams,  and  the  schooner  Shark,  have  been  em- 
ployed in  the  Mediterranean  during  the  last  year.  The 
frigate  Constitution  sailed  for  that  station  on  the  19th  of 
August  last  from  New  York.  The  fri^at^  United  Statrs 
returned  from  the  Mediterranean  on  the  lOlh  of  Decem- 
ber last.  The  Delaware  is  ordered  to  the  United  Statrs, 
and  b  daily  expected. 

On  the  West  India  station,  the  sloops  of  war  Vanddia, 
St.  Louis,  and  Falmouth,  and  the  schooners  Grampus  and 
Experiment  have  been  employed.  The  Vandalia,  after 
unJergoins  considerable  repairs,  sailed  from  Norfolk  on 
the  14th  of  January  last,  to  resume  her  station  in  the  West 
Indies.  The  Falmouth  returned  from  that  station  on  the 
1st  of  August  last,  and  is  now  at  Norfolk.  The  schooner 
Experiment  also  returned  from  that  station  in  April  L-u^t. 
ana  has  been  employed  on  the  survey  of  the  coa#t.  The 
Grampus  returned  to  Norfolk  on  the  23d  of  September  last, 
is  undergoing  repairs,  and  will  soon  resmne  her  station  in 
the  West  India  souadron.  The  fngate  Constellation 
sailed  for  the  West  Indies  on  the  8th  of  October  last  from 
Norfolk. 

The  sloops  of  war  Natchez,  Erie,  and  Ontario,  and  th«» 
schooner  Enterprise,  composed  the  squadron  on  the  Krazi- 
lian  station.  The  Natchez  has  lately  returned  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  having  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  3d  of  Oc- 
tober. The  schooner  Enterprise  has  been  detached  from 
that  station,  and  ordered  on  a  cruise  to  the  East  in<iirv. 
She  sailed  in  company  with  the  sloop  Peacock,  from  Rio, 
on  the  12th  of  July  last— the  Peacock  having  sailed  from 
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New  York  for  that  station  on  the  33d  of  April.  In  June 
last,  the  Ontario  was  ordered  to  the  Coast  ot  Africa,  with 
instructions  to  visit  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  Bassa  Cove, 
Cape  Palmas,  and  Mesurado. 

The  vessels  which  have  been  emplojed  in  the  Pacific 
are,  the  frigate  Brandywine,  and  sloops  Fairfield  and  Vin- 
cennes,  and  the  schooners  Dolphin  and  Grampus.  The 
Vincennes  has  been  ordered  home  bj  the  way  of  the  East 
Indies,  and  the  Fairfield  has  lately  arrived  at  Norfolk. 

The  events  of  the  last  year  furnish  much  additional  evi- 
dence that  our  naval  force  in  commission,  is  not  adequate  to 
the  protection  of  our  rapidly  increasing  commerce.  The  fre- 
quent insurrections  and  revolutions  in  the  Qovernmcnts  of 
iSouth  America  and  of  Mexico,  endanger  our  merchant  ves- 
sels upon  the  Atlantic  as  well  as  Pacific  ocean,  and  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  even  upon  our  own  coast.  Influenced 
by  a  knowledge  of  these  circumstances,  and  in  accordance 
with  your  suggestions,  I  have  asked  and  obtained  from  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  an  estimate  of  the  increased 
annual  expense  of  adding  two  frigates,  three  sloops  of  war, 
and  four  steam  vessels  to  our  force  now  in  commission,  to  be 
employed  upon  foreign  stations,  as  well  as  upon  our  own 
coast.  By  their  report,  it  appears  that  such  an  addition  to 
our  vessels  in  commission,  would  require  annually  an  appro- 
priation of  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  dollars ; 
but  as  not  more  than  one  steam  vessel  can  be  finished  in  the 
next  year,  the  appropriation  wanted  for  1836,  for  thispur- 
posc,  imeeds  not  exceed  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  thou- 
sand d  oUars.  This  sum  is  small  compared  with  the  benefits 
that  may  be  fairly  calculated  to  result  from  its  expenditure, 
in  affb  rding  protection  to  our  commerce,  independently  of 
the  ad  vantage  t  the  efficiency  and  disc^ine  of  our  navy, 
by  calling  into  active  service  a  laige  number  of  officers  now 
unemployed.  A  large  portion  of  the  entire  expenditure  for 
the  additional  force  proposed,  must  be  incurred,  even  if  it 
should  not  be  called  into  service.  The  vessels  necessary  for 
such  increase  of  force,  (except  the  steam  vessels,)  wUl,  if 
not  so  employed,  remain  at  our  wharves,  affording  no  bene- 
fit to  the  country,  and  suffering  more  from  decay  than  they 
would  do  if  at  sea  *,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  officers  neces- 
sary for  their  command,  althouj^h  earnestly  asking  for  ser- 
vice, will  remain  on  shore,  receiving  pay,  but  performing  no 
duty;  adding  nothing  to  their  professional  skill,  but 
losing  their  habits  of  discipline,  which  can  only  be  preserv- 
ed by  constant  exercise.  Should  the  proposed  increase  of 
force  be  sanctioned  by  Congress,  we  shall  nave  in  commis- 
sion, in  the  year  1836,  one  ship  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  four- 
teen sloops  of  war,  five  schooners,  and  one  steam  vessel ; 
with  an  addition  of  three  steam  vessels  in  succeeding  years, 
aa  soon  as  the  same  can  be  prepared  \  the  estimated  expense 
of  which  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Commissions  mark- 
ed D,  1. 

Appropriations  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  our  navy 
yards,  are  the  next  in  importance  to  like  appropriations  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  our  navy.  The  necessity  of 
more  ample  means  for  protecting  our  shipping,  as  well  as 


the  immense  amount  of  public  property  in  the  different  yards, 
must  be  apparent  to  evcxy  one  wno  is  acquainted  with  the 
subject;  and  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  facilities  for 
constructing  and  refMurin^  our  ships,  is  not  less  apparent. 
Moderate  appropriations,  m  addition  to  those  that  are  usual, 
for  three  or  four  years,  would  accomplish  these  important 
objects.  In  accordance  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  I 
submit  a  letter  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners, 
marked  E,  No.  1,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  proba- 
ble cost  of  the  proposed  improvements,  which  amount  to 
three  nulUons  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  including  that 
of  the  dry  dock  at  New  York,  amounting  to  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

A  National  Foundry  for  the  purpose  of  casting  cannon, 
shot,  and  shells,  as  well  for  the  army  as  the  navv,  was  a 
subject  of  discussion  before  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
at  their  late  session,  but  was  postponed  in  consequence  of 
the  shortness  of  the  session^  and  tiie  pressure  of  more  ur- 
gent business.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  import- 
ance of  such  an  establishment,  when  we  consider  the 
great  improvements  made  in  the  fabrication  of  small  arms 
Vol.  XII  — C 


at  the  different  armories  of  the  United  States.  In  our  fu- 
ture wars,  especially  on  the  ocean,  we  must  rely  much  upon 
the  excellence  of  our  cannon.  The  bursting  of  a  single 
eun  may  cause,  as  it  often  has  done,  the  loss  of  a  batUe. 
The  disasters  from  this  cause,  that  occurred  during  the 
Revolutionaiy  as  well  as  the  late  war,  admonish  us  to  guard 
against  like  disasters  in  future;  which,  it  is  believed,  may 
be  avoided  by  the  means  proposed. 

It  is  only  by  a  long  series  of  experiments,  and  these  at- 
tended with  great  expense,  that  we  can  hope  to  discover  the 
best  material  for  making  cannon  which  our  country  affords, 
and  the  art  of  fabricating  them  with  the  most  perfect  accu- 
racy and  efficiency.  Believing  that  such  discoveries  and 
improvements  are  attainable,  and  that  they  would  be  highly 
important  in  the  army,  and  still  more  so  in  the  navy,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  express  a  hope  that  the  subject  will  be  re- 
viewed at  the  approaching  session  of  Congress,  and  that 
theplan  of  a  naUonal  foundry  will  be  adopted. 

The  importance  ot  rearing  a  body  of  Seamen,  by  enlist' 
ing  into  the  service  of  our  navy  Boys  over  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, and  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  unUl  they  should  ar- 
rive at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  has  already  attracted 
the  attention  of  Congress.  At  the  last  session,  a  bill  for 
this  purpose  was  introduced  into  the  Senate.  JElvery  year 
the  unportance  of  this  measure  becomes  more  apparent. 
Able  seamen  are  much  wanted,  while  there  are  boys 
enough  in  our  cities,  leading  lives  of  idleness  and  vice  tor 
want  of  employment,  who,  if  thus  enlisted,  under  judicious 
regulations,  would  in  a  few  years  afford  us  a  sufficient 
corps  of  able  seamen  to  man  our  navy,  and  in  the  mean 
time  render  services  to  their  country  worth  their  pay. 

The  compensation  to  be  given  by  the  late  pay  bill  to  Pro- 
fessors of  Mathematics,  is  such  as  to  command  the  services 
of  those  who  are  evexy  way  competent  to  perform  the  du- 
ties of  this  station.  A  regulation  is  adopted,  to  appoint 
none  to  this  station  who  shall  not  receive  a  certificate  of 
competency,  after  submitting  to  a  rigid  examination  by  sd- 
entinc  jgentlemen,  who  shall  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. This  will  bo  of  great  advantage  to  the  voung  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy ;  and  if  a  large  portion  of  tnem  should 
be  called  into  active  service  by  employing  an  additional 
naval  force  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  they  will  be 
enabled  to  perfect  themselves  in  seamanship,  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  their  education,  and  which  can  be  acquired 
only  at  sea.  But  to  make  them  accomplished  officers,  some- 
thing more  is  required  than  what  can  probably  be  derived 
from  those  sources :  a  knowledge  of  military  tactics,  of  en- 
gineering, and  drawing,  is  deemed  indispenbable  in  the 
education  of  an  officer  of  the  Army,  and  which  ought  to 
be  deemed  equally  so  in  the  education  of  a  naval  officer. 
So  much  of  chemistry,  mineralogy,  geology,  and  natural 
history,  as  is  taught  at  the  Military  Acsulemy,  although 
not  absolutely  essential  to  the  military  or  navaf  officer,  yet 
is  decidedly,  more  important  to  the  latter  than  to  the  former. 
If  provision  should  be  made  for  the  admission  of  a  class  of 
one  hundred  midshipmen  at  a  time  at  the  Academy  at 
West  Point,  to  pursue  such  studies  [as  should  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  be  succeeded  at 
the  end  of  one  or  two  years  by  another  class,  all  in  their 
turn  might  receive  the  advantage  of  this  course  of  studies, 
highly  necessary  to  their  education  as  accomplished  officers 
of  the  Navy,  and  at  a  small  expense,  as  the  midshipmen, 
while  at  the  Academy,  would  receive  no  more  yaj  than  if 
attending  the  schools  at  the  navy  yards,  or  if*^  waiting 
orders. 

A  National  Observatory,  although  not  immediately  ne- 
cessary to  the  defence  of  our  country,  is  remotely  so ;  and 
considered  with  reference  to  the  bearing  it  would  have 
upon  our  navy,  our  commerce,  and  scientific  pursuits,  it 
assumes  an  importance  worthy  of  theconsideration  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  that  we  shall,  at  some  fu*> 
ture  period,  make  such  an  establishment ;  and  I  will  ven- 
ture to  express  an  opinion,  that  no  time  can  be  more  pro- 
pitious for  such  an  undertaking  than  the  present.  It  would 
not  be  attended  with  any  peat  expense.  It  is  necessary 
now  to  employ  an  officer  of  science  to  keep  our  maps  ana 
charts,  to  regulate  our  chronometers,  and  to  preserve  all 
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mathematical  and  philosophical  instruments  required  for 
the  naval  service ;  and  buildings  are  necessary  for  these 
purposes.  These  duties  would  properly  devolve  upon  the 
superintendent  of  an  observatory  ;  and  the  buildings  neces- 
sary to  such  an  establishment  would  be  amply  sufficient 
for  the  preservation  of  our  maps,  charts,  and  mstruments. 

Under  the  act  concerning  Naval  Pensions  and  the  Navy 
Pension  Fund,  eighteen  invalid  pensions  have  been  grant- 
ed since  my  last  report,  making  the  number  on  the  roll  305, 
and  the  annual  amount  required  to  pay  them  S^i^^  j 
and  forty-one  widows'  pensions  have  been  ffranted,  making 
the  number  on  the  roll  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  an- 
nual amount  necessary  to  pay  them  $32,594.  The  annual 
charge,  therefore,  according  to  the  present  roll,  will  amount 
to  $57,538.  It  is  not  probable  that  all  on  the  list  will 
claim ;  but  as  the  death  of  a  pensioner  is  not  officially 
known,  except  when  the  account  is  settled  by  his  or  her  re- 
presentative, the  number  is  made  out  from  the  rolls  in  this 
Department.  Some  have  not  claimed  for  two,  three,  four, 
and  five  years ;  but  as  they  are  not  known  to  be  dead,  their 
names  are  still  continued  on  the  rolls.  The  receipts  and 
expenditures  on  account  of  the  Aind,  to  30th  September 
last,  will  be  seen  in  the  statement  marked  M,  and  the 
amount  and  description  of  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund,  in 
the  statement  M,  1 . 

Under  the  act  of  the  19th  of  June,  1824,  respecting  pen- 
sions chargeable  to  the  Private  Pension  Fund,  since  my 
last  report,  six  widows  have  received  five  years'  pension  each, 
amounting  to  $2,400;  more  than  five  years  having  elapsea 
since  the  data  to  which  they  were  last  paid.  Two  invalid 
pensions  have  also  been  granted,  making  the  number  on 
the  roll  thirty*8ix,  and  the  annual  amount  required  to  pay 
them  $3,184.  The  account  of  stock,  and  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  will  be  seen  in  statement  N. 

The  condition  of  the  Navy  Hospital  Fund,  includingre- 
ceipU  and  expenditures,  will  appear  in  statement  O.  The 
annual  reoei^  arc  mMch  greater  than  the  disbursements; 
and,  as  they  will  probably  continue  to  be  j^ater  for  several 
years,  I  respectfully  repeat  the  suggestion,  in  my  last  report, 
that  authority  be  given  to  vest  the  surplus  in  some  well- 
secured  stock,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund. 

Under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  the  widows  of 
all  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  have  died  in  the 
naval  service  since  the  first  day  of  Januaxy ,  18^,  or  who  may 
die  in  said  service,  by  reason  of  disease  contracted,  or  of 
casualties  by  drowning  or  otherwise,  or  of  injuries  received 
while  in  the  line  of  duty,  are  entitled  to  (tensions  eaual  to 
half  the  amount  of  the  pay  to  which  their  husbands  res- 
pectively were  entitled  at  the  time  of  their  deaths.  The 
act  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  "  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,"  and  which  increasecl  the  pay 
of  many  officers,  is  silent  as  to  pensions.  A  difficulty  arises 
in  ascertaining  the  proper  amount  of  pension  to  be  allowed 
to  widows  of  naval  officers  whose  pay  has  been  increased 
by  this  act.  The  pay  of  a  Captain  in  command  of  a  squad- 
ron,  was  increased  to  four  thousand  dollars  a  year,  when 
on  other  duty,  to  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and 
when  off  duty,  to  two  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars. 
A  corresponding  increase  of  pay  is  made  to  other  officers. 
In  the  case  of  a  Captain  dying  when  in  command  of  a 
squadron  on  a  foreign  station,  a  question  arises  whether  his 
widow  should  receive  a  pension  to  the  amount  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year,  to  wnich  she  would  have  been  entitled 
if  this  act  had  not  passed,  or  whether  she  shall  receive  the 
half  of  the  amount  of  pay  to  which  her  husband  was  entitled 
at  the  time  of  his  death  as  a  Captain  commanding  a  squadron, 
as  a  Captain  on  other  duty,  or  as  a  Captain  off  duty.  A  fter 
much  deliberation,  it  has  been  decided  to  allow  a  pension  in 
such  case,  of  $1,135  62  a  year,  being  the  half  pay  of  a 
Captain  commanding  a  squadron,  reduced  by  the  amount 
$1,728  75,  eoual  to  his  allowance  before  this  act.  The 
salary  of  $4,000  a  year  to  a  captain  in  command  of  a  squad- 
ron, IS  in  lieu  of  former  pay  and  emoluments.  Those  emol- 
uments, excepting  one  ration  a  day,  amounted  to  $1,728  75; 
which  sum,  deducted  from  $4,000,  leaves  $2,271  25,  the 
half  of  which,  $1,135  62,  is  considered  as  the  proper  amount 
of  the  widow's  annual  pension.    Gluestions  on  pensions, 


more  complicated  than  this,  may  arise  under  this  act;  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  the  death  of  surgeons  and  assistant 
surgeons,  whose  grades  of  pay  are  more  numerous  than 
those  of  captains. 

The  necessity  of  an  explanatory  act  to  obviate  these  dif^ 
ficulties  is  respectfully  suggested. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  July,  1832,  it  is 
required  that  any  sulcus  money  belonging  to  the  navy 
pension  fund,  shall  be  vested  in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  amount  so  vested  is  six  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  thousand  dollars;  and  this  Department 
has  no  authority  to  make  a  different  investment  of  this 
money  without  the  further  action  of  Congress. 

Previously  to  the  passing  of  the  act  of  the  30th  of  June, 
1834,  for  the  better  organization  of  tlie  United  States  ma- 
rine corps,  double  rations  had  been  allowed  to  the  com- 
mandant of  that  corps,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  same  com- 
manding at  the  navy  yards  at  Portsmouth,  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Norfolk,  and  Pensacola; 
and  the  senior  marine  officers  in  the  squadrons  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, the  West  Indies,  the  Brazilian  coast,  and  the 
Pacific  ocean;  all  receiving  the  sanction  of  Congress  by 
their  appropriations.  By  this  act  the  officers  of  the  marine 
corps  are  to  receive  the  same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allow- 
ances, as  are  given  to  officers  of  similar  grades  in  the  infant- 
ry of  the  army.  The  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  fix- 
ing the  military  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
authorizes  allowances  to  the  commanding  ofiu;ers  of  each  se- 
parate post,  of  such  additional  number  of  rations  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
direct. 

These  provisions  of  this  last  act  were  continued  by  an 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1815,  fixing  the  military  peace  es- 
tablishment. 

The  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  made  payments  for 
double  rations  to  officers  heretofore  receiving  the  same, 
from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  30th  of  September,  1834.  But 
the  accounting  oflocers  of  the  Treasury  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  allow  the  same,  inasmuch  as  the  commands  of  these 
officers  had  never  been  designated  as  separate  stations,  agree- 
ably to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  army.  This  is  a  case  of 
difficulty  which,  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  requires  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress. 

ceing  still  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  last  report,  that 
the  puluic  interest  would  be  p  omoted  by  bavins  the  ma- 
rine barracks  placed  without  the  navy  yards  to  which  they 
are  attached,  as  early  as  may  be  practicable,  estimates  are 
submitted  for  purchasing  sites  and  erecting  barracks  at 
places  where  they  are  deemed  most  necessary. 

In  performance  of  my  duty  under  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  last,  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  for     i 
the  naval  service,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  or  its  adja-     | 
cent  waters,  I  proceeded  in  May  last  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  I  was  met  by  an  able  engineer,  Laomi  Bald-     I 
win,  Esq.  whom  I  had  previously  engaged  to  make  the     | 
soundings  and  other  examinations  necessary  to  a  proper  se- 
lection of  a  suitable  site.     After  a  long  and  laborious  exami- 
nation, Mr.  Baldwin  made  his  report,  which  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration;  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
proposed  dry  dock  may  be  advantageously  constructed  in 
the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.    A  selection  of  this  place,  for 
this  purpose,  is  recommended  by  the  consideration  that  the 
land  occupied  as  the  navy  yard  belongs   to  the   United 
States;  and  that  the  public  building  upon  it,  which  are  of 
great  value,  cannot  be  abandoned  without  serious  loss. 

One  difficulty  presented  itself,  which  created  some  delay 
in  making  this  selection.  A  building  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
tilling turpentine  had  been  erected  so  near  to  the  navy  yard, 
as  greatly  to  endanger  the  public  property.  Other  buildings 
for  similar  purposes,  or  for  purposes  equally  dangerous, 
might  be  erected  near  the  yara,  if  not  prevented  by  soioe 
act  of  legislation.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  Commcn 
Council  of  Brooklyn,  when  the  case  was  laid  before  them, 
promptly  passed  an  ordinance,  which  it  is  believed  iirill  e^ 
feclually  secure  the  property  in  the  navy  yard  from  the  dan-; 
ser  of  this  nuisance,  and  all  similar  ones.  And  it  c&nnold 
be  doubted  that  the  Common  Council  of  Brooklyn  will  gran 
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&11  reasonable  protection  and  accommodation  to  this  navy 
yard;  and  that  the  State  of  Ne^  York  will  protect  and 
promote  the  interests  of  the  same,  by  any  legislative  acts 
that  may  be  found  to  be  necessary  and  proper.  I  shall 
therefore  proceed,  under  your  direction,  with  as  much  des- 
patch as  present  and  future  appropriations  will  permit,  to 
cause  the  dry  dock,  thus  authorized  by  law,  to  be  construct- 
ed in  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn. 

Under  the  act  of  the  30th  June,  1834,  "  authorising  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  make  experiments  for  the  safety 
of  the  steam  engine,"  and  appropriating  five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  that  purpose,  many  proposed  improvements  have 
been  submitted  for  the  purpose  of  being  tested  by  experi- 
ments. Some  of  these  were  so  easily  tested  by  those  having 
steam  engines  in  operation,  that  the  aid  of  Government 
wa5  not  needed;  others  were  attended  with  greater  difficul- 
ty, and  could  not  be  tested  without  the  expense  of  con* 
structinff  boilers  and  other  machinery  for  the  purpose.  These 
proposed  improvements  have  not  been  such,  as  in  my  opi- 
nion, to  warrant  a  large  expenditure  of  money;  and  no  ex- 
Deriments  have  been  made  upon  them.  Such  experiments, 
nowcver,  would  have  been  made,  if  they  could  have  been 
so  made,  without  the  expense  of  constructing  engines. 

The  act  seemed  particularly  to  require  that  the  steam  en- 
gine devisod  by  Benjamin  Phillips,  of  Philadelphia,  should 
be  examined  and  tested;  and  that  Mr.  Phillips  should  be 
employed  in  making  the  experiments.  Mr.  Phillips  was 
therefore  employed  to  construct  a  model  en^ne,  with  boil- 
ers and  other  machinery  which  he  deemed  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  his  improvements,  which  he  brought  to 
this  District,  where  he  remained  several  weeks  making  his 
experiments  before  many  members  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  before  the  officers  of  the  different  Departments, 
and  others. 

1  attended  very  carefully  to  these  experiments,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  perceive  in  them  any  improvements,  in- 
creasing the  safety  of  the  steam  engine. 

The  money  paid  for  Mr.  Phillips's  machinery,  prepara- 
tions, and  experiments,  amounts  to  five  hundred  and  nine- 
teen dollars  and  seventy-five  cents;  the  residue  of  the  ap- 
propriation remains  unexpended. 

The  fourth  report  of  Mr.  Hasler,  superintendent  of  the 
coast  survey,  upon  the  operatbns  performed  in  that  work 
between  the  months  of  May  and  December,  1835,  together 
with  hisdetailed  estimate  of  theapipropriations  required  for  the 
same  for  the  next  year,  are  herewith  submitted  marked  T. 

Much  work  appears  to  have  been  done  on  the  secondary 
trianffulations,  on  the  topographical  operations,  and  by  the 
sounding  parties.  That  more  nas  not  been  done  in  the  pri- 
mary triangulations,  is  explained  in  the  report. 

Of  the  a][»propriations  heretofore  made  for  this  survey, 
there  remamea,  on  the  first  day  of  this  month,  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three dollars. 

The  duties  of  the  sounding  parties  are  performed  by  the 
officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy;  and  the  chief  part  of  the 
expense  is  charged  to  the  navy  appropriations.  As,  how- 
ever, there  are  some  expenses  which  cannot  be  charged  to 
those  appropriations,  tncy  must  necessarily  be  charged  to 
the  appropnations  for  the  coast  survey.  In  September, 
1831,  the  schooner  Jersey,  not  wanted  for  any  purposes  of 
the  navy,  was  purchased  for  the  sounding  party  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Gcdncy.  The  price  of  this  vessel, 
S3,350,  therefore,  could  not  be  charged  to  the  naval  appro- 
priations— it  was  properly  charged  to  the  appropriations  for 
the  coast  survey.  For  the  same  reason,  the  boats,  equip- 
ments, and  other  expenses  for  the  schooner,  amounting  to 
S  1,888  60,  were  charged  to  the  same  appropriation,  as  was 
also  the  charge  for  extra  pay  to  the  officers,  amounting  to 
S650  in  all,  for  the  year  1834,  to  ^5,888  60. 

During  the  present  season,  the  expense  of  this  schooner, 
chargeable  to  tne  coast  survey,  has  amounted  to;$l  ,398,  mak- 
Iri?  tne  whole  expense  of  this  schooner,  for  the  years  1834  and 
1855,  chargeable  to  the  coast  survey,  amount  to  ^'TjSST  60. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  expense  of  this  schooner, 
chargeable  to  the  coast  survey  appropriation,  will,  for  the 
next  year,  exceed  $1,500. 


The  schooner  Experiment,  employed  by  the  sounding 
party  under  Lieut.  Blake,  belongs  to  the  navy.  The  coast 
survey  appropriation  has,  therefore,  been  charged  only  for 
equipments  which  were  not  necessary  for  the  purposes  of 
the  navy.  These,  with  other  expenses  attending  the  ope- 
rations of  the  sounding  party  on  board  this  schooner,  from 
the  1st  of  July  last,  when  she  was  sent  upon  the  survey,  to 
the  30th  of  September  last,  amounted  to  #3,517  73. 

As  most  of  the  equipments  of  these  schooners  will  last  for 
several  years,  with  but  little  expense  for  repairs  and  supply 
of  articles  which  may  be  lost  by  accident,  it  is  believed  that 
the  expense  of  both  schooners  and  the  sounding  parties  on 
board  of  them  for  the  next  year,  chargeable  to  the  coast 
survey,  will  not  exceed  ^4,000. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  this  differs  widely  from  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Hassler,  which  may  be  explained  by  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  he  did  not  derive  his  iuiormation  from  the 
books  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

By  a  statement  hereunto  annexed,  marked  P,  it  appears 
that  of  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  there  remains  in  the  Treasury  a  ba- 
lance of  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 

In  my  last  report,  I  took  the  liberty  of  stating  that  some  of 
the  clerks  in  my  department  did  not  receive  salaries  propor- 
tioned to  their  services,  or  adequate  to  the  decent  support  of 
themselves  and  families ;  and  I  respectfully  solicited  that 
the  salaries,  particularly  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  navy  board, 
the  warrant  clerk,  and  the  clerk  keeping  the  register  of  cor- 
respondence of  this  department,  whose  duties  are  arduous, 
requiring  both  talent  and  experience,  should  be  increased, 
so  that  the  first  might  receive  SI, 700  per  annum,  and  the 
others  SI, 400  each.  I  repeat  the  solicitation,  from  a  tho- 
rough conviction,  that  their  faithful  services  fully  merit  this 
increase  of  compensation. 

The  superintendent  of  the  southwest  Executive  building 
receives  but  S350  per  annum  for  his  services,  which  it  is  be- 
lieved is  a  compensation  too  small  to  command  the  services 
of  one  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  station. 

The  Serjeants  acUng  as  clerks  to  the  commandant  and 
stafi"  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  less 
than  S700  a  year  for  all  their  services,  which  it  is  respect- 
fully suggested  is  not  an  adequate  compensation. 

The  necessary  references  to  papers  and  documents  con- 
nected with  this  report,  will  be  found  in  a  schedule  hereun- 
to annexed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MAHLON  DICKERSON. 


REPORT   OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Post  Office  Department,  December  1,  1835. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Sir  :  During  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1835,  the 
post  routes  of  the  United  States  covered  about  one  hundred 
and  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four 
miles. 

In  daily  and  less  frequent  trips,  the  mails  were  carried 
on  these  routes  about  25,869,486  miles,  viz  : 

16,874,050  miles  in  four-horse  post-coaches,  and  two- 
horse  stages, 
7,817,973  miles  on  horses  and  in  sulkies, 
906,959  miles  in  steamboato, 
270,504  miles  in  railroad  cars. 

The  number  of  post  offices  on  the  30th  of  June  last, 
was  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  being  an 
increase  of  fifty-four  within  the  preceding  year. 

The  system  upon  which  the  Books  of  the  Department 
have  always  been  kept,  precludes  an  exact  statement  of  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  which  have  accrued  within  any 
given  period.  The  following  is  believed  to  approximate 
nearly  to  the  actual  income  and  accruing  responsibilities, 
for  the  two  last  fiscal  yean,  viz : 
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Gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  30th  of 

June,  1834  -  -.  -   $2,823,749  34 

Compensation  to  postmasters  $897,317  29 
Incidental  expenses         -  87,744  27 

Transportion  of  the  mails       1,925,543  52 

Total  expenditure  -  -  $2,910,605  06 

Balance  against  the  Department  -  $86^58  74 

Gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  30th  of 

June,  1835  -  -        $2,993,556  66 

Compensation  to  postmasters  $945,417  84 
Incidental  expenses         -  92,924  92 

Transportation  of  the  maiis,  l,719/)07  32 

Total  expenditure  -  -  2,757,350  08 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  Department  $236,206  58 

In  the  first  part  of  the  year  1835,  additional  allowances 
were  authorized,  as  is  allesed,  amounting  on  the  Isl  Mav 
last,  to  about  $157,000,  which  have  since  been  sue^nded, 
and  do  not  enter  into  the  foregoing  sUtement.  It  finally 
admitted,  they  will  reduce  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  De- 
partment that  year  to  about  $79,000. 

The  old  books  will  be  closed  when  all  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  the  Department,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July 
last,  are  brought  upon  them.  Statements  made  out  from 
these  books,  and  q^her  data,  show  the  condition  of  the  De- 
partment on  that  day  to  have  been  about  as  follows,  vix ; 
Due  to  contractors  and 

others         -  -  $792,381  92 

Due  to  banks  -  272,000  00 


Whole  debt  of  the  Department 

Amount  due  to  the  De- 
partment -  $1,128,319  29 

Deduct  for  bad  and  doubt- 
ful debto         -  ^        131,327  36 


Debt  esteemed  to  be  good 
Cash  on  band 


$1,064,381  92 


996,991  93 
43,689  40 


Whole  available  means 


$1,040,681  33 


Balance  of  debt  over  available  means  on 

Ist  of  July  last 
If  the  suspended  allowances  be  added 

It  will  make  the  debt  exceed  the  available 
means  on  Ist  of  July  last 


23,700  59 
157,000  00 


$180,700  59 

The  accounts  of  the  Postmasters  for  the  quarter  ending 
30th  September  last,  have  been  so  far  examined  as  to  show 
satisfactorily,  that  the  increase  of  gross  revenue  over  that 
of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year,  is  about  twelve 
per  cent.  The  annual  saving  in  the  recent  letting  of  con- 
tracts was  about  •30,000.  Predicated  on  an  average  in- 
crease of  revenue  throughout  the  current  fiscal  year  often 
per  cent,  and  on  a  saving  of  925,000  when  the  contracts  re- 
cently let  shall  be  executed  with  necessary  alterations,  an 
estimate  of  the  gross  revenue  and  accruing  responsibilities 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1836,  and  indicates  the  fol- 
lowing results,  viz : 

Gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1836,      ....   $3,292,692  00 

Compensation  to    Post- 
mastere,  -  .   $1,039,958  00 

Incidental  expenses,      -  70,000  00 

Transportation    of    the 
mails,  .  -     1,706,507  00 

Total  expenditures,        .  .  .     2,816,465  00 

Balance  in  &vor  of  the  Department,     .       $476,227  00 


Although  the  whole  of  this  sum  may  not  be  availa!ble,on 
account  of  the  osoal  losses  and  defalcations,  it  is  net  doubt' 
ed,  that,  aided  by  collections  of  outstanding  balances,  it 
will  he  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  debts  of  the  Department, 
and  leave  a  consideraUe  amount  applicable  to  an  exten- 
sion of  mail  accommodations. 

When  the  imderaigned  took  charge  of  this  Depntneof, 
his  attention  was  immediately  called  to  the  condition  of  its 
finances;  but  it  was  soon  found  that  no  satts&ctory  ac- 
count  of  its  debts  or  its  means  could,  wfthin  any  ahoit  pe- 
riod, be  obtained  from  its  books.  It  was  only  perceived, 
firom  current  incidents  and  detached  accounts,  Uial  the  un- 
satisfied  demands  of  contractors  from  every  quarter  of  the 
country,  were  daily  accumulating;  that  there  was  a  debt  of 
near  $300,000  due  to  banks;  that  the  outstanding  aoeepl. 
ances  of  the  Treasurer  exceeded  $390,000;  that  a  conside. 
raUe  portion  of  the  revenue  of  some  of  the  large  offices,  for 
the  present  calendar  year,  had  been  anticipated  by  drafts 
discounted  in  banks,  which  they  had  been  instructed  t» 
pay  at  maturity ;  that  additional  allowances  had  been  re- 
cently  authorized  to  a  considerable  amount ;  that  to  pro- 
vide the  means  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  Departmenl 
at  Washington,  created  by  the  system  of  acceptances,  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  of  the  most  considerable  po«t  offices 
had  been  directed  to  deposite  their  income  in  banks ;  and 
that  these  means  proving  insufficient,  the  Department  was 
subjected  to  contmnal  embarrassments  in  aevi8in|[  ways 
and  means  to  meet  its  engagements.  At  the  same  lime,  'it 
was  believed  on  all  hands,  tnat  the  current  revenue  of  the 
Department  consideraMy  exceeded  its  current  expenditure, 
ana  thai  the  aggregate  of  debt  was  in  progress  of  diminu- 
tion. In  this  state  of  things,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
make  an  effort  to  extricate  me  Department  from  its  embar* 
rassments.  The  measures  resorted  to  for  that  purpose, 
were  as  follows^  viz : 

1.  A  suspension  of  aD  recent  allowances  from  the  credBt 
of  the  contractors. 

2.  A  refusal  to  ac^sept  or  pay  any  draAs  drawn  on  th« 
Department,  except  by  special  arrangement. 

3.  The  application  of  the  income  of  the  current  quarter 
to  the  pajrment  of  that  quarter's  expenses,  the  suj|^s  only 
to  be  applied  to  the  ^yment  of  pre-existing  claims. 

4.  The  introduction  of  a  system  which  should  effect  a 
more  prompt  collection  and  apipUcadon  of  the  current  in- 
come of  the  Department. 

The  allowances  suspended  amounted  to  about  $157,000. 
Without  reference  to  their  merits,  it  was  l^Uevcd  that  a 
preference  ought  to  be  given  to  other  claims  in  making  pay- 
ments. 

The  discontinuance  of  acceptances  was  essential  to  en- 
able the  Department  to  command  its  means.  A  revenue 
arises  wherever  the  mails  are  carried,  and  it  would  seem 
obviously  appropriate,  as  well  as  convenient,  that  the  ser- 
vices of  contractors  should  be  paid  for  in  the  seetions  of 
country  where  they  are  rendered,  and,  as  far  as  practicable, 
out  of  the  income  which  they  produce.  But  the  practice  of 
suffering  the  contractors  to  draw  for  their  pay,  subjected 
the  Department  to  the  inconvenience  of  collectuie  its  funds 
from  the  post  offices  throughout  the  Union,  and  transfer- 
ring them  to  Washington  to  meet  the  drafts.  The  slowness 
and  uncertainty  of  this  operation  made  it  an  insufficient  Te> 
liance  to  meet  its  acceptances,  |H-oduced  the  necessity  of 
looking  elsewhere  for  the  means,  and  rendered  it  diffi. 
cult  to  manage  its  finances  with  any  convenience  or  re- 
gularity. 

By  paying  the  expenses  of  the  current  quarter  at  its  dose, 
and  announcing  a  determination  to  pay  in  Eke  manner  at 
the  close  of  each  succeeding  one,  applying  only  the  surplus 
to  the  discharge  of  former  debts,  it  was  believed  that  the 
credit  of  the  Department  would  immediately  be  elevated, 
and  thenceforward  sustained. 

Orders  to  deposite  in  banks,  and  drafts  on  postmasters  in 
favor  of  contractors,  constituted  the  svstem  of  collection 
found  in  operation.  Upwards  of  two  thousand  post  offices 
had  orders  to  deposite,  and  upwards  of  eight  thousand  were 
instructed  to  retain  their  postages  until  drawn  upon.  Ma- 
ny of  the  deposite  offices  were  dilatory,  and  defalcation 
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among  them  was  not  uncommon.  Many  of  the  other  offi- 
ces were  not  drawn  upon  for  several  quarters,  on  account 
of  the  smaliness  of  their  income,  or  other  circumstances. 
The  necessities  of  the  Department  compelled  it  to  draw  on 
the  more  productive  offices  at  the  end  of  each  ouarter,  be< 
fore  their  accounts  could  be  adjusted;  and  its  drafts  being 
pedicated  on  estimates,  could  not  be  for  the  exact  sum  in 
nand.  To  avoid  the  danser  of  a  protest,  in  consequence  of 
drawinff  for  too  much,  the  Treasurer  generally  drew  for 
too  liX&f  thereby  leaving  small  balances  m  all  the  draft  of- 
fices also.  There  were,  consequently,  balances  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  more  than  eight  thousand  postmasters, 
which,  though  generally  small,  amounted  in  the  aggregate 
to  a  large  sum. 

For  the  purpose  of  promptly  bringing  into  action  the 
means  of  the  Department,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  the 
undersigned  divided  the  offices  into  three  classes.  The  first 
class,  called  "  CoUecUon  OJlcea"  are  upwards  of  nine  thou- 
sand in  number.  The  postmasters  of  this  class  have  been 
instructed  to  pay  on  demand,  at  the  close  of  each  quarter, 
the  whole  amount  due  to  the  Department  on  account  of  the 
postages  of  that  quarter,  to  the  contractors  who  carry  the 
mails  along  their  respective  routes,  and  forward  their  re- 
ceipts to  the  Department.  The  contrax^rs  are  instructed 
to  forward  acknowledgments,  setting  forth  the  whole  amount 
received  from  each  and  all  the  postmasters,  and  to  report 
forthwith  every  postmaster  who  nils  to  pay,  and  his  rea- 
sons therefor,  if^  known  to  them.  To  secure  promptness 
and  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the  contractors,  they  are  permit- 
ted to  collect  only  irom  so  many  postmasters  as  may  pay 
them  about  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  their  auarterlj^  com- 
pensation, and  they  are  informed  that  the  balance  will  not 
be  paid  them  until  they  shall  have  collected  from  eveiy  of- 
fice, on  their  list,  or  shown,  by  reporting  the  delinquent 
postmasters,  that  they  have  used  due  diligence  to  do  so,  and 
are  not  in  fault  for  the  failure. 

The  second  class,  called  *'  Depositing  Offices"  about  five 
hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  are  instructed  to  deposite 
their  income  in  banks  quarterly,  monthly,  or  weekly,  ac- 
cording to  its  amount.  This  class  embraces  all  the  large 
offices,  and  most  others  which  can  as  conveniently  droo- 
■ite  as  pay  to  contractors,  together  with  the  most  consider- 
able offices  on  interior  routes,  which  yield  a  surplus  reve- 
nue, and  whose  proceeds  cannot  be  used  in  paying  the  con- 
tractors who  supply  them. 

The  thiid  class,  called  "  Drt^  Officta^'  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  in  number,  embrace  those  not  convenient  to 
banks,  whose  proceeds  cannot  be  paid  over  to  contractors 
at  the  close  of  the  quarter,  without  danger  of  their  being 
overpaid,  but  may  generally  be  drawn  for,  in  whole,  or  in 
part,  to  pay  the  balances  due,  alter  giving  the  contractors 
credit  for  all  their  collections. 

The  interest  of  the  contractors  induces  them  promptly, 
after  the  quarter  ends,  to  push  their  collections,  and  rejKnrt 
all  delinquents.  During  the  same  time,  the  Depositing 
Offices  are  placing  their  fiinds  in  the  banks.  When  the 
contractor's  acknowledgment  for  moneys  collected  comes  in, 
hiB  account  is  examined.  If  the  balance  due,  or  any  part 
of  it,  can  be  paid  by  draft,  on  one  or  more  of  the  Draft  Of- 
fices, it  is  done;  and  that  which  cannot  be  so  discharged,  is 
paid  by  check  on  some  convenient  bank. 

The  results  anticipated  from  these  measures  have  been 
fully  realized.  On  the  first  July  last,  payments  on  claims, 
accruing  prior  to  the  preceding  quarter,  were  suspended; 
and  all  the  energies  of  the  Pay  Clerks  were  devoted  to  pay- 
ing the  debUofthat  quarter.  These  payments  were  com- 
pleted on  the  19th  day  of  Aumist,  leaving  a  considerable 
amount  of  funds  hi  bank.  The  payment  of  the  old  debts 
was  then  resumed.  From  that  moment  the  Department 
was  disembarrassed.  In  no  instance  since  has  the  payment 
oi  any  claim  been  refused  for  the  want  of  fimds. 

On  the  first  of  October  last,  the  new  system  of  collection 
came  into  action.  Encouraged  by  its  nvorable  operation, 
and  fining  the  funds  of  the  Department  in  bank  to  exceed 
Sl4O,O00,  the  undersigned,  on  the  IRth  of  the  last  month, 
directed  the  payment  of  the  bank  debts  in  Baltimore  and 
Boston,  amounting  to  #67,301 38. 


The  entire  debt  on  the  1st  July,  as  above 
stated,  was        -  -  •  -      $1,064,381  92 

Of  this  debt  there  has  been  paid  out  of  post- 
ages accruing  before  the  Ist  of  July,  about 
the  sum  of       -  -  409,991  34 

Out  of  postages  accruing  since 
the  1st  July,  the  sum  of  187,086  14 


•597,077  48 


Old  debt  remaining   unpaid  on  this   day, 
about        -  -  -  -  . 


$467,804  44 

Of  this  debt,  about  $205,000  is  due  to  banks,  and  the  bal- 
ance to  contractors  and  others. 

The  statements  of  the  amount  of  debt,  and  the  amount 
paid  out  of  postages  accruing  prior  to  the  1st  of  Julj,  are  not 
supposed  to  be  exact,  but  tm^^  do  not  vary  matenally  from 
the  actual  amounts. 

The  result  of  these  operations  is  : 

That  the  claims  of  contractors  eind  others  against  the 
Department,  arising  within  the  quarter  ending  30th  June 
last,  have  been  paid,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  sus- 
pensions : 

That  the  claims  arising  within  the  quarter  ending  30th 
September  last,  have  been  paid  as  far  as  they  were  ready  for 
admstnient ; 

That  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  and  eighty- 
six  dollars  of  the  pre-existing  debt,  have  been  paid  out  of 
postages  accruing  since  30th  June  last ; 

That  the  funds  in  bank  on  this  day,  are  seventy-three 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars. 

The  payment  of  an  amount  of  the  old  debt  so  far  bevond 
the  available  surplus  of  the  last  quarter,  leaving  a  large 
sum  on  hand,  will  create  no  surprise,  when  it  is  recollected 
that,  in  addition  to  that  surplus,  the  Department  has  been 
able  to  avail  itself  of  a  considerable  amount  stopped  from 
contractors,  on  account  of  overpayments,  and  a  still  larger 
sum  arising  from  the  dcposites  of  the  weekly  and  monthly 
Depositing  Offices,  on  account  of  the  current  quarter. 

The  deot  of  the  Department,  except  that  portion  of  it' 
which  is  due  to  Banks,  and  the  suspended  allowances,  is 
now  perfectly  manageable,  and  cannot  hereafter  embarrass 
its  operations.  The  Bank  debt  is  reduced  to  about  two 
hundred  and  five  thousand  dollars. 

The  following  statement  of  the  quarterly  income  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  Department,  for  the  last  two  years,  which, 
though  not  accurate,  may  be  relied  upon  for  all  practical 
purposes,  will  more  fblly  show  the  progress  of  its  financial 
concerns,  and  its  prospect  of  speedy  redemption  from  debt. 


1833. 
Sept.    30 
Dec.    31 

1834. 
March  31 
June    30 
Sept.    30 
Dec.     31 

1836. 
March  31 
June    30 


Gross  Reve- 
nae. 


•  655,242  88 
720,209  27 

729,600  51 
718,696  00 
725,273  03 
724,642  34 

763,494  47 
780,046  82 


Expenditure 


8746,098  15 
747,415  52 

699,205  86 
717,886  00 
703,494  75 
701,497  08 

689,652  66 
671,705  59 


Excess  of 
Rerenue. 


•  90,856  27 
27,206  25 


•  30,394  65 

811  00 

21,778  28 

23,045  26 

82,841  81 
108,341  23 


Elzcesa  of 
Ezpend're. 


As  it  has  already  been  ascertained  firom  examination  of 
the  returns,  that  the  revenue  of  the  last  quarter  exceeds  Uiat 
of  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  last  year  about  twelve 
per  cent.,  it  may  be  safely  stated  that  the  surplus  of  revenue 
over  expenditure  for  that  quarter,  will  be  aoout  $120,000; 
and  that  there  was,  on  the  30th  September  last,  a  surplus 
of  available  means  over  the  whole  debt  of  the  Department, 
amounting  to  about  S100,000.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  this  surplus  will  be  increased,  at  the  end  of  the  cur- 
rent quarter,  to  about  S220,000 ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
next  quarter,  to  about  $340,000.  The  old  debts  due  to 
contractors  and  others,  are  now  paid  as  fast  as  they  are  pre- 
sented and  can  be  adjusted  \  and  the  accumulation  of  funds, 
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notwithstanding  these  payments,  is  so  considerable  as  to 
justify  a  belief  that  $100,000  of  the  remaining  bank  debt 
may  be  paid  in  January  next,  and  the  balance  in  April. 

The  undersigned  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with 
the  data  which  justify  this  anticipation.  He  is  nappy  to 
say,  that  so  far  from  needing  any  pecuniary  aid  from  the 
Treasury,  the  Department  may  be  presented  to  Congress, 
before  the  termination  of  their  approaching  session,  sub- 
stantially free  from  debt,  with  a  clear  annual  surplus  ex- 
ceeding $400,000,  applicable  to  the  establishment  of  new 
mail  routes,  and  the  improvement  of  old  ones.  Even  should 
the  suspended  allowances  be  finally  paid,  the  anticipated 
result  cannot  be  delayed  beyond  the  month  of  July,  1836. 

A  balance  of  the  books  of  this  department  has  not  been 
effected  for  about  twenty  years.  Adet  a  full  consideration 
of  the  subject  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  close  them,  and 
open  a  new  set  from  the  Ist  of  July,  1835.  The  balances 
of  accounts  are  not  carried  forward  from  the  old  books  to 
the  new,  but  all  collections  made  of  moneys  due  before  that 
day,  are  credited  to  an  account  headed  ^*  Arrearages"  on 
the  new  books;  and  all  payments  made  on  debts  contracted 
prior  to  that  day,  are  charged  to  the  same  account.  That 
account,  when  closed,  will  show  the  exact  amount  of  debt 
and  of  available  means  at  the  commencement  of  the  prcs- 
sent  fiscal  ^ear,  facts  which  cannot  be  sooner  ascertained 
with  exactitude. 

In  keeping  the  new  books,  an  attempt  is  making,  through 
the  agency  of  General  Accounts,  to  snow  specifically  ffom 
what  sources  the  revenue  of  the  Department  is  derived,  and 
to  what  purposes  it  is  applied.  Tne  accruing  revenue  is 
credited  to  General  Accounts,  headed  "  Letter  Postages^" 
*' Newspapers  and  Pamphlets,"  and  "jRn«."  The  ex- 
penditures are  charged  to  General  Accounts,  headed,  ^*  Com- 
pensation of  Postmasters  "  "  Transportation  of  the  Mails" 
^'  Skip,  Steamboat^  and  Wai/  Letters,"  "  Wrappinpr  Pa- 
per," "  OJlce  Furniture,"  "  Advertising,"  "  AfaU  Bags," 
*'  Blanks,"  "  Mail  Locks  and  Keys,  and  Stamps,"  "  Mail 
Depredations  and  Special  Agents,"  "  Clerks,  jf-c.  /or 
OJfUes"  and  "  Miscellaneoiis"  When  the  entire  business 
ofa  quarter  is  brought  upon  the  books,  the  credit  General 
Accounts  will  be  balancecl  by  transfer  to  the  credit  ofa  gen- 
eral account,  headed  "  Post  OJlce  Department,"  which 
will  thus  exhibit,  at  a  fflance,  the  entire  income  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  for  the  quarter,  and  the  sources  whence 
it  is  derived.  In  like  manner,  the  debit  Greneral  Accounts 
will  be  closed  by  transfer  to  debit  of  *'  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment," which  will  thus  show,  on  a  single  page,  the  whole 
expenditures  of  the  quarter,  with  the  objects  of  expenditure. 
The  balance  of  this  account,  thus  made  up,  will  exhibit  the 
condition  of  the  Department  at  the  end  or  each  quarter. 

It  has  long  appeared  to  the  undersigned,  that,by  a  system 
of  this  kind,  the  application  of  the  public  moneys  may  be 
shown  more  specifically  than  by  any  other  system  of  specific 
appropriation. 

The  efficiency  of  a  department  with  so  many  thousand 
agents  in  its  employihent,  essentially  depends  on  the  vigi- 
lance and  energy  of  the  directing  and  supervising  power. 
Impressed  with  this  conviction,  it  is  the  policy  and  the  ef- 
fort of  the  Department  to  make  the  supervision  so  complete, 
that  every  individual  in  its  service  shall  feel  that  he  acts  di- 
rectly under  the  eye  of  some  of  its  officers  or  clerks. 

To  secure  promptitude  in  the  rendition  of  accounts,  the 
postmasters,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  at  the  large  offices, 
nave  been  require<l  to  forward  their  accounts  within  two 
days,  or  by  the  first  mail,  after  the  close  of  each  ouartcr.  As 
a  means  of  enforcing  this  requisition,  the  post  offices  arc  di- 
vided into  four  classes,  in  reference  to  their  distance  from 
Washington,  and  other  circumstances.  For  the  arrival  of 
the  accounts  of  the  first  class,  ten  days  arc  allowed ;  for  the 
second,  twenty;  for  the  third,  thirty;  and  for  the  fourth, 
forty.  It  is  made  the  special  duty  of  a  clerk  to  note  the 
day  on  which  each  quarterly  return  arrives,  and  promptly 
call  all  dclinqucnU  to  account,  when  the  allotted  time  shall 
have  expired.  This  plan  of  supervision  was  put  in  opera- 
tion at  the  commencement  of  the  present  quarter. 

To  produce  an  ever-active  supervision  over  contractors, 
it  is  made  the  duty  of  postmasters  at  the  ends  of  all  post- 


routes,  to  keep,  and  return  to  the  Department,  weekly  or 
monthly,  according  to  the  importance  of  the  route,  regis- 
ters, showing  the  exact  time  of  arrival  and  departure  of 
every  mail,  with  such  remarks  as  the  occasion  may  require. 
It  is  made  the  duty  of  a  clerk,  in  each  division,  to  see  that 
the  postmasters  keep  and  return  these  registers,  to  examine 
them  when  returnea,  and  note  all  delinquencies  of  contrac- 
tors.     This  plan  is  not  yet  in  full  operation. 

It  is  intenaed  to  apply  the  same  principle  of  strict  super  vi- 
sion  to  the  return  of  receipts  by  Postmasters ;  to  the  mak- 
ing of  deposites  by  the  depositing  offices,  and  the  forwarding 
of  certificates  of  cfeposite;  to  the  printing  and  furnishing  of 
blanks;  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  all  services  required  by 
law,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Department. 

Sufficient  attention  has  been  given  by  the  undersigned  to 
the  manner  in  which  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter 
are  conveyed  by  mail,  to  satisfy  him  that  it  is  radically  de- 
fective. Ko  supervision  or  power  of  punishment,  exercised 
or  possessed  by  the  Postmaster  Genera],  is  adeauate  to  pre- 
vent, on  some  occasions,  the  canvass  bags  in  wtiich  printed 
papers  are  stowed,  from  being  left  behind,  so  long  as  they 
are  carried  separately  from  the  letter  mails,  or  on  the  out- 
side of  coaches  and  stajores.  To  prevent  the  evil  in  some 
degree,  it  has  been  provided  in  the  contracts  lately  award- 
ed on  the  main  routes  to  the  West,  that,  on  the  outward 
trip,  no  passengers  shall  be  carried  in  the  inside  of  the  mail 
coach,  but  that  it  shall  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  mails; 
and,  on  similar  routes  along  the  seabord,  the  same  restric- 
tion will  be  applied  in  both  directions.  It  is  believed  that 
the  enforcement  of  the  contracts  in  this  respect,  will  ensure 
the  safe  conveyance  of  the  newspapers  as  far  as  they  travel 
on  these  routes. 

A  further  improvement  in  this  respect  is  anticipated  from 
arrangements  now  in  progress,  to  run  steamboat  mails  on 
the  western  rivers,  during  the  season  of  steamboat  navicra- 
tion,  and  on  a  portion  of  the  Mississippi,  during  the  whole 
year. 

^  It  is  well  known  that  an  immense  correspondence  is  car- 
ried on  during  the  business  season,  in  steamboats,  upon 
these  waters.  So  long  as  the  Department  has  no  mails 
upon  the  rivers,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  enforce 
the  Post  Office  laws,  and  bring  the  letters  so  transmitted 
into  the  post  offices.  Regular  lines  of  boats  are  now  form- 
ed and  forming  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  A  con- 
tract has  been  made  with  the  owners  of  one  of  these  lines 
to  carry  a  mail  three  times  a  week  between  Pittsburg  and 
Cincinnati,  during  the  season  of  navigation,  for  SlicOO  a 
year.  A  proposition  has  been  received  and  accepted  to  con- 
vey a  mailj  except  when  prevented  by  ice,  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  between  Louisville  and  St.  Louis,  three 
times  a  week,  and  between  Louisville  and  New  Orleans  thrre 
times  a  week  during  the  business  season,  and  twice  a  week 
during  the  rest  of  the  year,  touching  at  all  the  considerable 
intermediate  points,  for  $30,000  a  year  for  the  whole  ser- 
vice. It  is  in  contemplation  to  put  this  mail  into  operation 
early  in  the  coming  year.  From  giving  regular  river  maib 
to  the  business  of  the  West,  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
convey  almost  the  entire  correspondence  upon  those  waters, 
and  increase  the  revenues  of  the  Department  in  a  sum  at 
least  equal  to  their  cost.  This  facility  being  furnished  to 
the  community,  the  Post  Office  laws  can,  with  more  pro- 
priety, be  enforced  in  relation  to  letters  conveyed  in  other 
boats.  Nor  is  it  one  of  the  least  advantascs  anticipated 
from  these  mails,  that  they  will  relieve  the  land  mails,  in 
the  West  and  Southwest,  of  an  immense  mass  of  mail 
matter,  and  render  its  conveyance  the  more  safe,  at  the 
seasons  when  the  roads  are  most  difficult,  and  in  tne  Mis- 
sissippi country  during  the  whole  year. 

The  multiplication  of  railroads  will  form  a  new  era  in 
the  mail  establishment.  They  must  soon  become  the  means 
by  which  the  ijiails  will  be  transported  on  most  of  the  greal 
lines  of  intercommunication;  and  the  undersigned  has  de- 
voted some  attention  to  the  devising  ofa  system  which  shall 
render  the  change  most  useful  to  the  country. 

The  cities  and  large  towns  on  the  great  lines  constitute 
centres,  from  which  the  mails  diverge  to  pervade  and  sop- 
ply  the  surrounding  country.    At  these  p<niUs,  gcnrrallT, 
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are  the  distributing  post  offices.  The  great  whole  will 
evidently  be  most  speedily  and  efTectually  served,  by  caus- 
ing the  mails  to  pass  with  all  possible  expedition,  by  night 
and  by  day,  along  the  main  lines,  througn  these  numerous 
centres,  stopping  for  no  local  object,  and  pausing  at  the 
distributing  offices  only  long  enough  to  exchange  mails. 
Titc  distribution  through  the  country  around  must  be 
made  after  the  great  mail  has  passed  on,  by  means  of 
coaches,  stages,  or  other  vehicles,  and  horses,  as  the  inter- 
est of  the  Department  and  the  country  may  mutually  re- 
quire. Or,  if  any  immediate  offices  be  supplied  by  the 
railroads,  it  should  be  those  only  where  the  cars  stop,  un- 
less a  mode  of  exchanging  mail-bags,  without  stopping,  can 
be  introduced  fbr  the  accommodation  of  others. 

The  means  of  transportation  between  Washington  and 
Boston,  are  now  so  complete,  that  this  system  might  be  ad- 
vantageously introducea,  at  least  during  the  season  of 
steamboat  navigation.  The  time  occupied  in  passing  firom 
Washington  to  Baltimore,  by  the  railroad,  is  but  two  and  a 
half  hours.  To  pass  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  by 
steamboats  and  the  Newcastle  and  Frenchtown  railroad,  re- 
quires about  nine  hours.  From  Philadelphia  to  New  York, 
by  the  Camden  and  Amboy  railroad  and  steamboats,  occu- 
pies about  eight  hours ;  from  New  York  to  Providence, 
about  fifteen  hours ;  and  from  Providence  to  Boston 
two  and  a  half  hours.  The  travelling  hours  from  Wash- 
ington to  Boston,  are  about  thirty-seven.  Allowing  half  an 
hour  at  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Provi- 
dence, each,  for  exchange  of  maib,  the  time  occupied  in 
transmittinff  a  mail  from  Washington  to  Boston  would  be 
thirty-nine  nours . 

This  is  the  speed  of  present  conveyances.  In  the  course 
of  the  next  year,  it  is  expected  that  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia will  be  connected  by  railroad,  when  the  time  occu- 
pied in  passing  from  city  to  city  will  not  exceed  six  hours. 
New  York  will  soon  be  connected  with  Boston  by  similar 
roads,  when  the  time  occupied  between  them  will  not  ex- 
ceed fifteen  hours.  So  tnat,  when  a  railroad  line  from 
Washington  to  Boston  shall  be  completed,  a  mail  may  pass 
from  one  to  the  other  in  thirty-four  nours  at  most,  and  pro- 
bably in  a  few  years,  from  the  progressive  improvements  of 
locomotives,  in  less  Uian  thirty  nours. 

Within  the  quarter  of  the  Union  embraced  in  the  recent 
letting  of  contracts,  there  are  several  railroads;  some  of 
them  made  no  ofiers,  and  the  rest  demanded  prices  far  be- 
yond the  usual  cost  of  transporting  the  mails  on  the  same 
routes  heretofore,  and  beyond  what  was  asked  by  individual 
citizens.  Anxious  to  give  the  mails  the  greatest  possible 
expedition  between  Wasliin^on  and  New  York,  the  under- 
signed made  an  effort  to  bring  the  companies,^  whose 
hands  are  the  means  of  conveyance  on  that  great  line,  to  act 
in  concert  with  each  other,  and  with  the  Department,  by 
which  means  two  daily  mails  might  be  run  through  that 
line,  performing  the  trip  each  way,  and  conveying  passen- 
gers from  city  to  city  in  about  twenty-three  hours.  The 
effort  failed,  in  consequence  of  the  very  heavy  compensa- 
tion asked  by  them. 

Not  despairing  of  being  able  to  induce  the  companies  to 
take  a  more  enlarged  view  of  their  own  and  the  public  in- 
terest, and  to  abate  materially  in  the  amount  of  their  de- 
mands, the  undersigned  sent  his  Chief  Clerk  to  confer  with 
the  managers  of  all  the  railroads  on  the  line,  whether  finish- 
ed or  not,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  any  reasonable 
arrangements  could  be  made  with  them,  present  or  pro- 
spective, for  the  conveyance  of  this  important  mail.  Al- 
tnough  the  agent  performed  the  service  with  distinguished 
zeal  and  ability,  his  efforts  were  almost  wholly  fruitless. 

The  company  owning  the  railroad  between  Washington 
and  Baltimore,  demanded  $10,000,  or  about  $250  per  mile, 
merely  to  haul  one  daily  mail  from  depot  to  depot,  without 
other  responsibility,  and  $14,000  for  two  daily  mails. 

The  companies  owning  the  several  railroads  now  con- 
structing from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  demanded  30,000 
dollars,  or  upwards  of  $320  per  mile,  to  haul  one  daily  mail 
from  city  to  city. 

The  company  owning  the  Camden  and  Amboy  road 
demanded  $26,000,  or  near  $300  per  mile,  for  one  daily  mail, 
and  $3,000  for  a  second. 


The  companies  composing  the  upper  line  through  New 
Jersey,  demanded  $33,000,  or  about  $250  per  mile,  for  the 
conveyance  of  one  daily  mail,  and  $8,000  for  a  second. 

Aware  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  had  the  sub- 
ject of  the  transportation  of  the  mails  on  railroads  under 
consideration  at  the  last  session,  and  had  unanimously  pro- 
posed to  restrict  the  Department  to  seventy-five  dollars  per 
mile  for  the  service ;  and,  moreover,  considering  the  sums 
demanded  disproportionate  to  the  service,  and  wholly  un- 
reasonable, the  undersigned  determined  not  to  accept  any 
of  the  propositions.  To  leave  no  means  unessayed,  how- 
ever, to  form  a  satisfactory  arrangement,  he  offered  a  con- 
tract for  merely  hauling  a  box  containing  the  mail,  from  de- 
pot to  depot,  daily,  to  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  Rail- 
road Company,  at  $100  per  mile,  which  they  promptly  de- 
clined. 

The  undersigned  docs  not  intend  to  pay  the  prices  de- 
manded by  these  companies,  unless  directed  to  do  so  by 
those  who  have  a  right  to  control  him.  He  will  sooner  put 
post-coaches  or  mail-wagons  on  the  old  roads,  and  run 
them  there  until  public  opinion,  or  the  voice  of  superior  au- 
thority, induces  the  associations,  which  have  been  permit- 
ted tp  monopolize  the  means  of  speedy  conveyance  on  these 
routes,  to  abate  in  their  terms.  To  enable  you  to  present  the 
whole  subject  to  the  legislative  body,  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  agent,  and  his  correspondence  with  the  compa- 
nies, and  the  subsequent  correspondence  of  the  Depart- 
ment  with  them,  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  undersigned  is  happy  to  state,  that  indications  of  a 
spirit  more  in  accordance  with  the  great  object  of  public  ac- 
commodation, which  has  induced  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  to  sanction  the  construction  of  these  improvements 
by  private  companies,  have  manifested  themselves  in  other 

Suarters.  The  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Company 
ave  intimated  a  willingness  to  carry  two  daily  mails  be- 
tween those  cities,  embracing  the  New  York  steamboat 
mail,  for  $2000  a  year,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  $25  per 
mile  for  a  single  mail,  and  a  contract  has  been  authorized. 

The  New  Jersey  Railroad  Company,  whose  road  when 
complete^  will  extend  from  Jersey  Cfity  to  New  Bruns- 
wick, have  offered  to  carry  the  great  mail  from  New  York 
along  their  road,  one  year,  at  $100  per  mile,  or  four  years 
at  $150,  and  to  carry  two  mails  for  $200. 

The  company  owning  the  Portsmouth  and  Roanoke 
road  have  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  three  times  a  week, 
from  Norfolk  to  Halifax,  N.  C,  a  distance  of  ninety  miles, 
for  the  compensation  paid  the  former  contractor,  which  is 
equal  to  about  $26  per  mile,  the  mail  to  be  conveyed  on 
their  Railroad  as  far  aa  completed. 

The  Tuscumbia,  Courtland,  and  Decatur  Railroad 
Company  have  offered  to  carry  the  mail  three  times  a 
week,  on  their  road,  at  the  lowest  rate  of  post-coach  trans- 
portation in  the  Southern  States,  which  amounts  to  about 
§26  per  mile. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  mails  darried  on  all  these  roads, 
except  the  New  Jersey  road,  are  much  less  than  the  great 
mailbctween  Washington  and  New  York;  but  they  proba- 
bly bear  a  greater  proportion  to  that  mail  than  the  comncn- 
sation  asked  for  the  former  service,  does  to  that  ofierea  by 
the  Department  for  the  latter. 

Referring  to  the  instructions  given  to  his  Agent  for  his 
ftirther  views  in  relation  to  the  Railroad  Companies,  the 
undersigned  submits  the  question  to  your  disposition,  and 
will  await  the  instructions  of  Congress  as  to  the  course 
hereafter  to  be  pursued  with  these  Companies,  and  other 
monopolies  of  lute  character,  in  contracting  with  which  the 
Department  is  unable  to  avail  itself  of  the  spirit  of  modera- 
tion superinduced  by  an  active  competition.  Indeed,  the 
Post  Office  law,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  advertising  and 
making  of  contracts,  is  predicated  upon  tTie  expectation  that 
there  would  be  a  general  competition  for  them,  and  does 
not  provide  for  cases  where  the  DcjKirtment  has  to  deal 
with  monopolies,  no  such  state  of  things  having  then  been 
anticipatecf. 

A  new  question  has  arisen  in  the  administration  of  this 
Department.    A  number  of  individuals  have  estabtishcd  an 
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aflsocUtion  in  the  Northern  and  EaeCem  States,  and  imiaed 
a  large  sum  of  money,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  im- 
mediate abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  Southern  States.  One 
of  the  moans  resorted  to  has  been  the  printing  a  large  mass 
of  new^Mipers,  pamphlets,  tra«cts,  and  almanacs,  containing 
exaggerated,  and,  in  some  instances,  fidse  accounts,  of  the 
treatment  of  slaves,  illustrated  with  cuts  calculated  to  ope- 
rate on  the  passions  of  the  colored  men,  and  produce  (lis- 
content,  assassination,  and  servile  war.  These  they  at- 
tempted to  disseminate  throughout  the  slave-holding  States, 
by  the  agency  of  the  public  mails. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  mails  contained 
these  productions,  great  excitement  arose,  particularly  in 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and,  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  mail  in 
its  progress  southwaid,  the  postmaster  at  that  place  agreed 
to  wtain  them  in  his  office  until  he  could  obtain  instructions 
from  the  Postmaster  General.  In  reply  to  his  appeal  he 
was  infiirmed  that  it  was  a  subject  upon  which  tae  Post- 
master Gkneral  had  no  legal  authority  to  instruct  him.  The 
question  again  came  up  from  the  Postmaster  at  New  York, 
who  had  refused  to  send  the  papers  by  the  steamboat  mail 
toCharieston,  S.  C.  He  was  also  answered  that  the  Poet- 
master  General  possessed  no  legal  authority  to  give  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject;  but  as  the  undersigned  had  no  doubt 
that  the  civeumstances  of  the  case  justified  the  detention  of 
the  papers,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  so.  Important  princi- 
ples are  involved  in  this  question,  and  it  merits  the  grave 
consideration  of  all  departments  of  the  Government. 

It  is  universally  conceded  that  our  States  are  united  only 
for  certain  purposes.  There  are  interests,  in  relation  to 
which  they  are  believed  to  be  as  independent  of  each  other 
as  they  were  before  the  Constitution  was  formed.  The  in- 
terest which  the  people  ofsomeof  the  States  have  in  slaves, 
is  one  of  them.  No  State  obtained  by  the  Union  anpr  right 
whatsoever  over  slavery  in  any  other  State,  nor  did  any 
State  lose  any  of  its  power  over  it,  within  its  own  borders. 
On  this  subject,  therefore,  if  this  view  be  correct,  the  States 
are  still  incMpendent,  and  may  fence  round  and  protect 
their  interes  m  slaves,  by  such  laws  and  regulations  as  in 
their  sovereign  will  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Nor  have  the  people  of  one  State  any  more  right  to  inters 
fiBre  with  this  subject  in  another  State,  than  they  have  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  re|(ulations,  rights  of  property, 
or  domestic  police,  of  a  foreign  nation.  If  they  were  to 
combine  and  send  papers  among  the  laboring  population  of 
another  nation,  calculated  to  produce  discontent  and  rebel- 
lion, their  conduct  would  be  ^ood  ground  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  that  nation;  and,  in  case  it  were  not  repressed 
by  the  United  States,  nught  be,  if  pesreveringly  persisted 
in,  just  cause  of  war.  Tne  mutual  obligations  or  our  se- 
veral States  to  suppress  attacks  by  their  citizens  on  each 
others'  reserved  rignts  and  interests,  woukl  seem  to  be 
ffPe«aec«_becau8e,  by  entering  into  the  Union,  they  have  lost 
the  rightoT  redress  which  Belongs  to  nations  wholly  inde- 
pendent. Whatever  claim  may  be  set  up  or  maintained,  to 
a  ri^ht  of  free  discussion  within  their  own  borders,  of  the 
institutions  and  laws  of  other  communities,  over  which 
they  have  no  rightful  control,  few  will  maintain  that  they 
have  a  right,  unless  it  be  obtained  by  compact  or  treaty,  to 
carry  on  such  discussions  within  those  communities,  either 
orally,  or  b^  the  distribution  of  printed  papers,  particularly 
if  it  be  in  violation  of  their  peculiar  laws^  and  at  the  hazard 
of  their  peace  and  existence.  The  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  provides  that  *'  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States;"  but  this  clause  cannot  confer  on  the  citi- 
zens of  one  State  higher  privileges  and  immunities  in  an- 
other, than  the  citizens  of  the  latter  themselves  possess.  It 
is  not  easy,  therefore,  to  perceive  how  the  citizens  of  the 
Northern  States  can  possess,  or  claim,the  privilege  of  car- 
rying on  discussions  within  the  Southern  States,  by  the 
(jjstnbution  of  printed  papers,  which  the  citizens  of  the  lat- 
ter are  forbidden  to  circulate  by  their  own  laws. 

Neither  does  it  appear  that  the  United  States  acauired, 
by  the  constitution,  any  power  whatsoever  over  this  sub- 
ject, except  a  right  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
after  a  certain  date.    On  the  contrary,  that  instrument 


contains  evidences,  that  one  object  of  the  Southern  States, 
in  adopting  it,  was  to  secure  to  themselves  a  more  perfect 
control  over  this  interest,  and  cause  it  to  be  respected  by 
the  sister  States.  In  the  exercise  of  their  reserved  rights 
and  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  this  interest,  and  ensniinf 
the  safety  of  their  people,  some  of  the  States  have  pasaed 
laws  prohibiting,  under  hcayy  penalties,  the  firintine  or 
circulation  of  papers  like  those  in  question,  within  their 
respective  temtories.  It  has  never  been  alleged  that  these 
laws  are  incompatible  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States.  Nor  does  it  seem  possible-that  they  can  be 
so,  because  the^  relate  to  a  subject  over  which  the  United 
States  cannot  rightfUUy  assume  any  control  under  that  con- 
stitution, either  by  law,  or  otherwise.  If  these  principles 
be  sound,  it  will  follow  that  the  State  laws  on  this  subject 
are  within  the  scope  of  their  jurisdiction,  the  supreme  laws 
of  the  land,  obligatofy  alike  on  all  persons,  whether  pri- 
vate citizens,  officers  of  the  State,  or  functionaries  of  the 
General  Gk>vemment. 

The  Constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  United  Sutes 
"  to  protect  each  of  the  States  against  invasion;  and,  on 
application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive,  (when 
the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  against  domestic 
violence."  There  is  no  quarter  whence  oomestac  violence 
is  so  much  to  be  aj^nehended,  in  some  of  the  States,  as  from 
the  servile  population,  operated  upon  by  mistaken  or  de- 
signing men.  It  is  to  obviate  danger  from  this  quarter  that 
many  of  the  State  laws  in  relation  to  the  circulation  of  in- 
cendiary papers,  have  been  enacted.  Without  claiming  for 
the  General  Grovemmcnt  the  power  to  pass  laws  prohAbiting 
discussions  of  any  sort,  as  a  means  of  protecting  States  from 
domestic  violence,  it  may  safely  be  assumed,  that  the  United 
States  have  no  ri^ht,  through  their  officers  or  departments, 
knowingly  to  be  instrumental  in  producing,  within  the  se- 
veral States,  the  very  nuschief  which  the  Constitution  com- 
mands them  to  repress.  It  would  be  an  extraordinary  con- 
struction of  the  powers  of  the  Gkneral  Government,  to 
maintain  that  they  are  bound  to  afford  the  agency  of  their 
mails  and  post  offices,  to  counteract  the  laws  of  the  States, 
in  the  circulation  of  papers  calculated  to  produce  domestic 
violence;  when  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  one  of  their 
most  important  constitutional  duties  to  protect  the  States 
against  the  natural,  if  not  necessary,  consequences  produc- 
ed by  that  very  agency. 

Tne  position  sssumed  by  this  Department  is  believed  to 
have  produced  the  effect  of  withholding  its  agency,  ^ner- 
ally,  m  giving  circulation  to  the  obnoxious  papers  in  tho 
Southern  States.  Whether  it  be  necessary  moro  effectually 
to  prevent,  by  legislative  enactments,  the  use  of  the  mails, 
as  a  means  of  evading  or  violating  the  constitutional  laws 
of  the  States  in  reference  to  this  portion  of  their  reserved 
lights,  is  a  question  which,  it  appears  to  the  undersigned, 
may  be  submitted  to  Congress,  upon  a  statement  of  Xhm 
facts,  and  their  own  knowledge  of  the  public  nccessitieft. 

The  experience  of  the  undersigned  has  confirmed  his 
prior  impressions,  that  the  Post  Omce  Department  requires 
re-organization.  The  arrangement  of  the  administntiTe 
brancu  of  the  Department  is  not  particularl^r  objectionable; 
but  the  organization  of  its  financial  branch  is  neither  con- 
venient nor  safe,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  be  con- 
stitutional. 

It  is  not  convenient,  because  it  imposes  on  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  whose  administrative  duties  arc  sufficient  for 
any  one  man,  the  responsibility  of  settling  near  fifty  thous- 
and accounts  annually,  and  disbursing  upwards  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

It  is  not  safe,  because  the  entire  nett  revenue  of  the  De« 
partment,  which  now  exceeds  $2,000,000  annually,  is  by 
law  put  at  the  disposition  of  the  Postmaster  General,  8n)>- 
ject  to  be  paid  over  to  his  check,  draft,  or  order,  without 
other  safeguards  than  those  he  cnooses  to  impose  on  him- 
self. 

It  is  of  doubtful  constitutionality,  because  the  constitu- 
tion requires  that  "  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law;"  thereby  pre-supposing  that  the  revenues  of  the  Gk>y- 
emment  are  first  paid  into  the  Treasury,  whereas,  no  psot 
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of  the  tax  collected  from  the  people  ia  postages,  amoanting 
now  to  more  than  03,000,000  annually,  ever  appears  upon 
the  Treasury  books;  and  it  is  all  expended  without  appro- 
priation. If  so  large  a  revenue  may  be  properly  raised  and  ex- 
psnded,  without  going  into  the  Treasury,  by  one  department 
of  tho  Groverament,  it  is  not  perceived  why  the  other  depart- 
ments m\y  not  be  authorized  to  sustain  themselves  m  a 
similar  way;  thus  evading  entirely  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision. The  more  safe  construction  would  seem  to  be,  that 
all  moneys  collected  by  the  Government,  whatever  may  be 
the  mode,  shall,  in  the  legal  acceptation  of  the  phrase,  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  to  bo  expended  in  conformity  with 
appropriations  made  bv  Congress. 

There  would  be  nothing  impracticable  or  seriously  incon* 
venient,  in  the  application  of  this  principle  to  the  revenues 
of  the  Post  Office  Oepart.mcnt.  To  effect  this  object,  it  is 
not  nosessary  that  the  moneys  be  collected  and  deposited  in 
banks,  or  any  other  designated  place,  or  that  the  existing 
syate'u  of  collection  should  be  aeranged.  Almost  a  third 
ofthe  gross  revenue  is  absorbed  in  commissions  to  Post- 
masters, and  the  expenses  of  their  offices.  Upon  settle- 
ment of  the  Postmasters'  accounts,  the  sums  thus  expend- 
ed may  be  carried  to  the  debit  and  credit  of  the  post  office 
appropriation  at  the  same  time.  The  amounts  received  by 
contractors  from  postmasters,  may  be  disposed  of  in  a  simi- 
lar wiiy.  The  result  would  be,  that  although  the  treasurer 
would  have  open  accounts  only  with  the  Depomte  Banks  of 
the  Post  Office,  his  books  would  exhibit  the  whole  amount 
received  from  the  people,  and  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment, on  account  of  the  mail  establishment. 

There  is  another  feature,  in  which  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  Department  is  defective  and  unsafe. 
It  is  believed  to  be  a  sound  principle,  that  public  officers 
who  have  an  agency  in  originating  accounts,  should  have 
none  in  their  settlement.  The  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments are  in  general  organized  upon  this  principle.  In  the 
orders,  contracts,  and  regulations  ofthe  heads  of  those  de- 
partments, or  their  ministerial  subordinates,  issued  and 
made  in  conformity  with  law,  accounts  originate.  The 
moneys  are  generally  paid  by  another  set  of  agents,  but 
partially  dependent  on  the  heads  of  the  departments ;  and 
the  accounts  are  finally  settled  by  a  third  set,  who  are 
wholly  independent  of  them.  If,  itom  any  cause,  an  illegal 
expsnditure  be  directed  by  the  head  of  a  department,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the^  disbursing  agent  not  to  pay  the  money ;  and 
if  he  does  pay  it,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Auditors  and  Comp- 
trollers to  reject  the  item  in  the  settlement  of  his  account. 
But  the  Postmaster  General  practically  unites  these  three 
functions  in  his  own  person.  He  issues  orders  and  makes 
contracts  and  regulations,  producing  the  expenditure  of 
money;  settles  the  accounts  and  pays  the  money.  Al- 
though ho  is  required  to  render  a  quarterly  account  to  the 
Treasury,  to  be  settled  as  other  public  accounts  a-e,  this 
requisition  has  long  ceased  to  constitute  any  practical  check 
upon  him,  nor  can  it  ever  be  otherwise  under  the  existing 
system. 

Herewith  is  submitted  a  printed  pamphlet,  exhibiting  the 
interior  organization  of  the  Post  6ffice  Department,  as  it 
now  exists.  The  most  important  improvement  rcouired,  is 
to  separate  the  settlement  of  accounts  entirely  rrom  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  vest  it  in  an  Auditor,  appoint- 
ed by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  whose  duties  shall  in  general  correspond  with 
those  assigned  to  the  Accountant  under  the  present  or- 
ganization. 

The  Postmaster  General  would  then  be  placed  on  a  si- 
milar footing  with  the  other  heads  of  Departments.  His 
power  over  the  funds  of  the  Department  should  extend  on- 
ly to  a  superintendence  over  the  rendition  of  accounts,  to 
nrcscribing  the  manner  in  which  postmasters  shall  pay  over 
tneir  balances,  to  making  drafts  for  the  collection  and  trans- 
fer of  post  office  fiinds,  to  issuing  warrants  on  the  Treasu- 
ry for  the  purpose  of  paying  balances  reported  to  be  due  by 
the  Auditor,  and  making  Mvances  in  special  cases.  The 
remaining  portion  of  his  duties  would  be  those  of  a  minis- 
terial  character,  now  performed  upon  his  responsibility,  mo- 
dified by  saluttfy  restriction  upon  his  discretion* 
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To  enable  him  to  exercise  an  efiisctual  supervision  over 
postmasters  and  contractors,  a  third  assistant  should  be 
ffiven  to  the  Department.  These  services  have  almost 
doubled  since  a  second  assistant  was  added,  and  have  been 
recently  extended,  making  them  too  onerous  to  be  perform- 
ed by  two  assistants,  however  distinguished  for  their  indus- 
try and  devotion  to  the  service.  Moreover,  these  duties 
are  constantly  increasing,  and  will  be  jgreatly  enlarged  by 
the  extension  of  mail  service  which  is  anticipated  within 
the  coming  year.  If  the  United  States  were,  for  this  pur- 
pose, divided  into  three  divisions,  and  an  assistant  assigned 
to  each,  the  stations  would  still  be  among  the  most  Ubo- 
rious  and  responsible  in  the  Grovemment. 

Three  Assistants,  on  the  footing  of  auditors  as  to  salaries, 
with  eight  clerks  each ;  a  chief  clerk  on  the  footing  of  chief 
clerks  in  the  other  Departments ;  twelve  clerks  for  other  mis- 
cellaneous  duties,  including  the  dead-letter  service;  an 
agent  to  superintend  the  Post  Office  building  and  property, 
and  attend  to  purchases  of  stationary ,  furniture,  &c. ;  a  mes- 
senger, an  assistant  messenger,  a  laborer,  and  two  watch- 
men ;  would  constitute  a  force  with  which  the  ministerial 
duties  of  the  Department  could  be  performed  with  comfort, 
promptitude,  and  efficiency. 

The  Auditor's  office  would  be  the  most  extensive  and  la- 
borious accounting  office  in  the  Government,  meriting  cor- 
responding provision  in  clerks  and  salaries.  Like  other  au- 
ditors, he  snould  have  a  chief  clerk  for  general  duties.  The 
examination  of  postmasters'  accounts,  amounting  to  about 
42,000  annually,  sending  out  errors,  and  other  attendant  ser- 
vices, constitute  a  severe  duty,  and  requires  18  clerks.  The 
registration  of  postmasters'  accounts,  after  examination,  and 
keeping  the  legcrs  ofthe  Department,  requires  eight  clerks. 
To  Koep  the  pay  books,  see  that  postmasters  pay  over  their 
'  balances  and  return  the  receipts,  and  prepare  contractors'  ac- 
counts for  settlement,  requires  nine  clerks.  To  collect  ba- 
lances from  former  postmasters  and  others,  make  out  state- 
ments of  the  accounts,  and  superintend  suits  and  prosecu- 
tions, requires  at  present  seven  clerks.  Over  each  of  these 
considerable  branches  of  duty  there  must  be,  as  at  present,  a 
principal  clerk,  for  whom  liberal  provision  should  be  made. 
It  is  but  just  to  the  gentlemen  employed  in  this  arduous 
portion  ofthe  public  service,  to  sa^,  that  their  compensation, 
m  ffeneral,  compared  with  that  ffiven  in  other  Departments 
ofthe  Government,  has  hitherto  oeen  disproportioned  to  the 
labor  required  of  them,  and,  as  to  married  men,  inade- 
ouate  to  the  support  of  their  families,  and  the  education  of 
tneir  children.  To  complete  the  organization  of  that  office, 
there  must  also  be  a  messenger  and  one  assistant  messenger. 

The  proposed  re-organization  would  somewhat  reduce 
the  numWr  of  persons  employed  in  the  business  ofthe  Post 
Office,  by  rendering  useless  the  clerks  now  occupied  in 
making  out  the  Postmaster  General's  accounts  for  the  Trea- 
sury, as  also  the  clerks  employed  in  examining  them  in  the 
Fifth  Auditor's  office,  if  not  also  those  in  the  Comptroller's 
office,  assigned  to  the  same  duty. 

The  utility  of  requiring  all  tne  Post  Office  accounts  to 
be  reported  to  the  Comptroller,  is  not  perceived.  It  would 
perhaps  promote  the  ends  of  justice  and  operate  as  a  saluta- 
ry check  upon  the  Auditor,  if  an  appeal  were  allowed  to  the 
Comptroller,  at  the  instance  ofthe  claimant  or  Postmaster 
Gbnend,  should  either,  in  any  case,  be  dissatisfied  with  his 
decision. 

If  the  business  of  the  Post  Office  Department  were  thus 
organized,  it  might  be  required  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  furnish  to  Congress,  annually,  specific  estimates,  setting 
forth  the  sums  expected  to  be  required  under  each  head  of 
general  account  now  appearing^  on  the  books,  and  any 
others  that  Congress  might  reauire  to  be  opened;  and  after 
obtaining  an  appropriation  of  tne  aggregate  for  the  support 
of  the  Post  Office  Establishment,  not  to  exceed  the  current 
revenue,  to  render  an  account  at  the  next  session  of  the 
amount  expended  for  each  purpose  specified  in  his  estimates. 
It  would  bo  a  further  improvement  if  all  allowances  were 
prohibited,  other  than  for  services  rendered  in  pursuance  of 
some  pre-existing  law,  contract,  or  lawful  regulation,  and  a 
small  cx>ntingent  appropriation  were  assigned  to  the  Post- 
inaster  General,  like  those  made  to  the  service  of  the  other 


Digitized  byLiiOOQlC 


26 


APPENDIX— To  Gates  ^  Seatan's  Register. 


24th  Coxa.  Ist  Skss.] 


Doeumentt  aeaumpanying  the  PreaiderWt  Message. 


Departments  to  meet  necessary  expenditures,  which  cannot 
be  foreseen  or  provided  for  b^  contract  or  regulation. 

Essential  improvement  might  be  made,  as  is  believed,  in 
some  portions  of  the  law  regulating  the  details  of  duty  b»- 
•ignea  to  the  Postmaster  General,  particularly  as  to  the 
making  of  contracts.  Additional  precautions  are  necessa- 
ry against  irresponsible  bidding,  and  to  prevent  combina- 
tions injurious  to  the  Department  If  bidders  were  requir- 
ed, in  all  cases,  to  furnish  the  names  of  responsible  securi- 
ties with  their  bids,  who  should  be  bound  from  the  date  of 
acceptance,  it  would  prevent  the  bids  of  worthless  men  and 
mere  speculators,  which  now  produce  great  inconvenience 
to  the  Department,  and  sometimes  serious  loss.  And  if,  on 
the  other  nand,  combinations  to  prevent  competition  were 
punishable  by  perpetual  exclusion  from  the  service  of  the 
Depirtment  it  would,  it  is  believed,  have  an  excellent  effect 
on  Its  interests,  as  well  as  on  the  character  of  its  contractors. 

It  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be 
expedient  to  change  the  rates  of  letter  postage,  making 
them  conform  to  the  national  currency,  in  |rradattons  of  5, 
10,  15,  90,  25,  and  30  cents:  Such  a  provision  would  save 
almost  half  the  labor  now  required  in  the  examination  of 
accounts  in  the  Department,  and  prevent  numberless  er- 
rors. It  would  also  much  simplify  the  system,  if  the  num- 
ber of  miles  to  which  these  rates  should  apply,  were  dou- 
bled at  each  increase  of  rate  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest. 

There  have  been  so  many  changes  in  mail  routes  since 
their  original  establishment,  that  it  is  now  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable,  to  trace  them  from  their  origin  in  the  law, 
through  all  mutations,  down  to  their  present  condition.  It 
would  contribute  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  De- 
partment if  they  were  ail  rc-estabiished  in  one  act,  with 
such  alterations  and  additions,  as  the  accommodation  of  the 
public  may  require,  and  the  interest  of  the  Department 
admit.  A  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue  will  be  required 
to  make  improvements  on  existing  routes;  but,  it  is  believ- 
ed, the  Department  can,  without  inconvenience,  put  into 
operation  new  routes,  not  exceeding  in  cost  $300,000  a 
year,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  estabUshed,  and  the  necessary 
arrangements  made. 

The  aid  of  legislation  is  reouired  to  close,  equitaUy, 
some  of  the  old  claims  against  tne  Department,  various 
demands  exist  for  services  rendered  by  authority  of  the 
Department,  in  a  measure  sanctioned  by  usage,  which, 
though  to  some  extent  just,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  be  adjusted  and  paid  without  the  sanction  of 
Congress.  It  is  hoped  that  power  may  be  vested  in  the 
Auditor,  if  one  be  created,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Comp- 
troller, to  settle  these  daixns  upon  principles  of  justice  and 
equity;  or,  if  this  course  be  not  deenied  expedient,  that 
Congress  will  provide  some  other  means  for  their  speedy 
adjustment. 

The  undersigned  cannot  close  this  communication,  with- 
out paying  an  humble  tribute  to  the  worth  of  a  patriot  and 
friend^thc  late  Postmaster  General.  It  may  be  said  of 
him,  as  the  Head  of  this  Department,  that  the  reason  he 
'  had  not  a  better  fortune  was,  that  he  was  too  good  a  man. 
In  other  positions,  and  under  other  circumstances,  he 
would  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  useful,  as 
he  was  one  of  the  best,  and  most  highly  endowed,  of  our 
public  men.     Havinc  Ibr  more  than  twenty  years  been  ac- 

?|uainted  with  Mr.BARRT,  and  been  honored  with  his 
riendship;  knowing  his  private  worth,  his  love  of  country, 
and  his  disinterestedness;  and  having  always  had  an  abid- 
ing confidence  in  his  integrity  and  nonor,  it  would  be  to 
the  undersigned  a  source  of  lasting  regret.  If  any  thin^ 
•aid  or  done  by  bim,  in  the  administration  of  this  Departs 
ment,  should  be  understood  as  intended  or  calculated  to 
depreciate  his  virtues,  or  cast  a  stain  upon  his  memory. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Potlmaster  Otnerart  inttructiont  to  the  Agent  to  negoti- 
ate, with  the  Railroad  CompanieM. 
Post  Oppice  Department,  Oct.  31,  1835. 
Sir  :  It  is  important  for  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
essential  to  the  interests  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  that 


the  public  mails  should  be  transported  by  the  most  speedy 
means  of  conveyance  which  modem  improvements  aJflTora. 
To  give  them  the  utmost  practicable  degree  of  usefulness, 
they  should  travel  in  all  the  main  routes  by  night  and  by 
day,  stopping  only  at  the  most  important  offices,  and  there 
only  long  enough  to  be  exchanged,  leaving  it  to  the  ordi- 
nary mails  to  supply  other  offices  on  the  main,  as  well  as 
the  diverging  ana  less  important  routes. 

By  liberal  arrangementa  with  the  Rulroad  Companies, 
these  objects  may,  within  a  short  period,  be  accomplished 
on  the  great  line  running  from  Washington  through  Balr 
timore  and  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  and  probably  to 
Boston. 

That  the  Railroad  Companies  have  an  interest  in  car- 
rying travellers  through  with  all  possible  expedition,  is 
sbundantly  evident  to  every  man  who  has  witnessed  the 
increase  of  travel  within  the  last  few  years,  and  contemplet- 
ed  its  causes: 

No  people  appreciate  more  highly  economy  in  time  than 
the  people  of  the  United  Sutes. 

In  general,  when  they  start  on  a  journey,  they  huny  to 
its  end  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  without  regard  to  ths 
dangers  sjid  discomforts  which  may  await  them  in  travel- 
ling. By  existing  arrangements  between  Washington  and 
the  North,  travellers  are  obliged  to  stop  in  the  lai^e  cities, 
where  their  tavern  bills  bear  a  large  proDortion  to  the  en- 
tire expense  of  transportation.  If  they  bad  the  means  of 
passing  onward  and  saving  these  heavy  bills,  as  well  as  the 
time  lost  while  incurring  them,  multitudes  would  travel  who 
now  are  not  able  to  afford  it,  and  the  receipts  of  the  Rail- 
road Companies  would  probably  be  doubled. 

The  time  now  occupied  in  travelling  from  Washington 
to  Baltimore  is  about  two  hours  and  a  half.  We  are  in- 
formed that  by  the  Ist  of  November,  1836,  a  railroad  will 
be  completed  from  Philadelphia  to  Baltimore,  upon  which 
the  mails  may  run  through  in  five  hours.  Allowing  one 
hour  for  change  of  mails,  &c.  in  Baltimore,  and  the  mad 
may  then  go  through  to  Philadelphia  from  Washington  in 
less  than  nine  hours.  When  the  continuous  railroad  com- 
munication through  New  Jersey  shall  be  completed,  it  may 
run  through  to  New  York  in  six  hours,  which,  allowing  aii 
hour's  delay  in  Philadelphia,  will  give  a  mail  from  Wash- 
ington to  New  York  in  eighteen  hours.  If  the  mesjis  of 
conveyance  through  New  Arsey  shall  remain  as  at  present, 
it  may  be  carried  through  in  nineteen,  or  at  most  twenty 
hours.  Through  hong  Island  Sound,  from  New  York  to 
Providence,  it  may  now  be  carried  with  much  regularity  in 
sixteen  hours,  and  two  hours  and  a  half  more  wUl  bring  it 
to  Boston  by  the  Boston  and  Providence  railroad.  Al- 
lowing one  hour's  delay  in  New  York,  and  half  an  hour 
in  Providence,  and  we  nave  a  mail  carried  from  Washing- 
ton to  Boston,  a  distance  of  B,ye  hundred  and  thirty-six 
miles,  in  about  forty  hours. 

By  a  liberal  arrangement  with  the  several  companies  in 
possession  of  the  means  of  communication  upon  that  line, 
this  object  might  now  be  accomplished  in  forty-two  hours; 
and  as  soon  as  we  have  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  raii- 
road  between  the  principal  cities,  the  time  may  be  greatly 
reduced. 

It  is  unquestionably  the  interest  of  the  Departmenl  to 
prefer  contracting  witn  those  companies  which  can  furnish 
uninterrupted  raflroad  land  transportation ;  for  in  that  case 
ths  inconvenience,  irregularity,  and  expense  of  sbifttnc 
from  one  line  to  another,  upon  the  changie  of  weather  and 
seasons,  would  be  avoided.  Yon  are,  tEerofore,  requested 
to  wait  upon  the  president  and  other  managers  of  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  apprize  them  of 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  Department  to' make  an  arrange- 
ment with  them  for  the  transportation  of  the  principal  nuil 
between  Washington  and  Baltimore,  on  terms  which  shaO 
be  satisfactory  to  all  parties,  and  promise  to  be  permanent 
You  will  press  upon  them  the  idea,  which  is  undouMedlv 
justified  by  all  reasoning  and  experience,  that  their  own  in- 
terest is  deeply  involved  in  giving  to  the  mails,  and  to  tra> 
vellers,  the  promptest  possible  conveyance  between  the  two 
cities,  and  promise  them  that  the  stage  lines^  run  by  con- 
tractors of  the  Department,  and  termin&tihg  in  the  two  ci- 
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ties,  Bhall  be  made  to  connect  with  their  lines  of  cars  at  the 
most  convenient  hours  of  departure. 

The  specific  propositions  to  be  made  by  you,  must  be  left 
very  much  to  your  discretion.  The  following  suggestions, 
however,  may  be  found  useful : 

If  the  railroad  company  will  agree  to  run  a  train  of  cars  at 
such  hours  as  may  accommodate  and  expedite  the  mail,  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Department  to  impose  as  little  responsibili- 
ty upon  them  as  possible.  If  they  will  enclose,  in  a  strong 
and  substantial  manner,  a  portion  of  their  baggage  car,  or 
some  other  car,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  mails,  the 
Department  will  cause  them  to  be  placed  in  it  at  one  depot, 
and  taken  out  at  the  other,  without  requiring  anything  from 
the  conmany  in  the  way  of  service  or  responsibility,  but  to 
haul  it  from  the  one  to  the  other.  In  that  event,  it  would 
be  proposed  that  a  strong  lock  should  be  placed  on  the  apart- 
ment, to  which  only  the  postmasters  at  Washington  and 
Baltimore  should  have  keys,  so  that  the  mail  should  not  bo 
accessible  to  any  one  between  the  two  depots. 

Or,  the  Department  will  furnish  a  strong  fire-proof  box 
or  chest,  so  constructed  that  it  may  be  reiulily  transferred 
from  a  wagon  to  a  car  prepared  for  the  purpose,  into  which 
the  entire  mails  shall  be  put  and  locked  up  at  one  post  office, 
not  to  be  molested  or  opened  between  the  two  cities,  which 
shall  be  delivered  and  received  at  the  depots  on  the  road, 
without  any  service  or  responsibility  on  the  part  of  Uie  com- 
pany, beyond  the  transportation  from  one  depot  to  the  other. 
Or,  if  wheels  can  be  constructed  which  can  be  used  alike 
upon  the  railroad  and  the  streets  of  the  cities  respectively, 
tlien  the  Department  will  furnish  an  entire  car,  containing 
the  mails  to  be  delivered  at  one  depot  and  received  at  the 
other,  asking  nothing  of  the  company  but  to  haul  it  from 
the  one  to  the  other. 

You  will  ascertain  for  what  additional  charge  they  will 
undertake  themselves  to  transport  this  box  or  car  between 
the  post  offices  and  their  depots — pressing  this  arraxigement 
as  tne  one  which  would  be  most  acceptaole  to  the  Depart- 
ment. 

You  will  earnestly  press  upon  them  the  immense  import- 
ance to  the  entire  business  ox  the  country,  of  having  the 
mails  on  the  main  routes  of  which  their  road  constitutes  a 
part,  travel  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  as  already  suggested; 
and  if  they  cannot  be  induced,  without  a  compensation  which 
the  Department  cannot  afibrd  to  pay,  to  run  a  night  line, 
then  you  are  instructed  to  solicit  rrom  them  for  the  Depart- 
ment, the  privilege  of  putting  on  the  road  a  locomotive,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  carrying  the  mail  with  a  suitable  guard. 
It  is  believea  that  the  importance  of  the  object  will  induce 
the  public-spirited  men  who  manage  this  concern,  to  permit 
the  Government,  for  a  suitable  consideration,  to  use  their 
road  for  a  purpose  so  uscfUl  to  their  fellow-citizens,  at  hours 
when  they  may  not  think  proper  to  use  it  themselves. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  press  upon  them  any  sup- 
posed rights  which  the  GK»vernment  may  have  to  use  rail- 
roads owned  by  private  companies  for  public  purposes,  al- 
lowing such  compensation  as  may  be  fixed,  in  a  way  to  be 
point^  out  by  Con^press.  Yet  it  may  be  useful  to  call  their 
attention  to  that  point  The  constitution  confers  on  Con- 
fess the  power  "  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads." 
So  far  as  it  respects  roads,  this  aelegation  of  power  has  been 
construed  to  mean  that  Congress  may  desi^ate  the  roads 
on  which  the  mails  shall  be  carried.  To  this  construction, 
the  practice  of  the  Qovernment  has  hitherto  conformed. 
Congress  have  designated  the  roads  on  which  mails  shall  be 
carried,  embracing  State  roads,  county  roads,  township 
roads,  streets  of  cities,  and  turnpike  roads  belonging  to  pri* 
vate  companies.  Penalties  are  prescribed  by  law  for  ob- 
structing the  mails  upon  these  roads ;  and  a  preference  is 
given  to  the  horses  and  vehicles  by  which  they  are  con- 
veyed. 

None  of  those  horses  or  vehicles  can  be  stopped,  not  even 
^y  the  law  process  of  the  States  for  the  debts  of  their  own- 
cn,  while  actually  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  the 
mails. 

These  laws  are  based  upon  the  unquestionably  sound 
principle  that,  when  a  power  is  cleariy  delegated  by  the 
constitution  to  the  General  Government,  it  is  not  within  the 


constitutional  rights  of  any  State,  or  company,  or  individual, 
to  prevent  or  obstruct  its  execution. 

Railroads  differ  from  turnpikes  owned  by  private  compa- 
nies only  in  the  fact  that  in  the  former  case  the  companies 
own  the  means  of  conveyance  as  well  as  the  road.  But  if 
established  under  the  authority  of  Congress  as  post  roads,  is 
it  possible  for  those  companies  to  prevent  the  carrying  of  the 
mail  upon  them  t  If  they  attempt  to  do  so,  either  ditectly  or 
by  running  their  cars  at  inconvenient  hours,  or  by  asking 
an  unreasonable  price,  may  not  the  Department  fulfil  the 
law  and  accomplish  its  object  by  placing  locomotives  upon 
the  road  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  mail,  to  which  every 
thing  else  must  give  place  7  If  it  be  not  so,  and  if  these 
Railroad  Companies  may  refuse  to  carry  the  mails  at  the 
hours  required  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  may,  by  any 
means,  direct  or  indirect,  prevent  their  transportation,  then 
may  they  obstruct  if  not  acfeat  one  of  the  powers  unques- 
tionably delegated  to  Congress.  For  it  must  be  apparent 
to  the  most  casual  observer  that,  if  the  mails  are  driven  from 
the  railroads  and  obliged  to  depend  on  stage  or  horse  trans- 
portation on  the  main  routes,  they  will  soon  cease  to  be  of 
any  considerable  value,  and  this  important  and  useful 
branch  of  the  Government  will  sink  into  contempt. 

You  are  not  desired  to  assume  the  position  indicated  by 
this  argument;  but  you  may  find  it  useful  to  present  it  for 
consideration  with  all  the  grounds  which  occur  to  you  in 
its  support,  taking  care  to  assure  the  Company  tliat  the 
Department  is  anxiously  desirous  to  avoid  all  such  ques* 
tions  now  and  forever,  by  a  permanent  arrangement  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  which  shall  not  be  liable  to  any 
just  exceptions,  either  on  the  part  of  the  Government  or 
the  Company.  In  discussing  the  amount  which  ou^ht  to 
be  allowed  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  you  will  not 
forget  to  avail  yourself  of  the  fact  that  the  sreat  object  of 
chartering  the  railroad  by  the  State  was  to  cheapen  trans- 
portation of  every  kind,  and  that  nothing  has  hicner  claims 
to  that  advantage  than  the  mails  of  the  Unitea  States,  in 
which  are  involved  the  interest  of  millions.  You  will  know 
how  to  amplify  this  argument,  and  all  others  which  have 
been  suggested.  Nor  will  you  forget  to  press  the  fact  that, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OfiSce  and  Post  Roads  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  inserted  a  clause  in  the  bill  for  reor- 
ganizing the  Post  Office  establishment,  restricting  .the  De- 
partment to  S'75  per  mile  for  railroad  transportation  of  the 
mails,  and  represent  that  we  cannot  venture  to  exceed  that 
limit  to  any  great  extent.  You  are  recjuested  to  use  the  ut- 
most frankness  in  your  communications  and  discussions 
with  the  company;  to  make  them  sensible  that  the  Depart- 
ment desires  nothing  which  is  unreasonable;  that  it  seeks 
only  that  which  will  promote  the  interest  of  the  public  and 
enhance  the  prosperity  of  our  common  country;  and  that, 
in  seeking  after  tnese  results,  it  is  ready  to  contribute  li- 
berally, but  not  extravagantly,  to  the  profit  of  a  company 
which  has  done  so  much  in  facilitating  the  means  of  inter- 
course and  trade  between  our  associated  communities. 

You  will  by  no  means  consider  yourself  as  restricted  to 
the  propositions  or  arguments  herein  suggested;  but  you 
will  propose  any  other  arrangement  which  intercourse  with 
the  company  may  suggest  to  you,  subject  to  the  ratification 
of  the  Department;  and  you  will  use  such  arguments  as 
may  occur,  consistent  with  reason  and  truth,  to  effect  the 
object  of  your  mission.  Having  completed  your  business 
with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rulroad  Company,  you  will 
visit  the  President  and  other  managers  of  the  nulroad  from 
Philadelphia,  through  Wilmington  to  Baltimore,  and  by 
urging  similar  propositions  and  views,  endeavor  to  form  a 
prospective  contract  with  them,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  department,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  great  mail  on 
their  ros^,  when  it  shall  be  completed.  No  change  occurs 
to  me  as  necessary  in  the  propositions  suggested,  otner  than 
that  the  postmaster  at  Wilmin^on  should  have  a  key  to 
the  box  or  car  in  which  the  mail  shall  be  transported,  that 
he  may  there  open  it  and  exchange  mails. 

If  no  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  made  with  the 
managers  of  this  road,  then  you  will  inquire  into  the  prac- 
ticability of  making  an  arrangement  with  the  managers  of 
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the  railroad  said  to  be  in  progress  to  connect  the  road  from 
Philadelphia  to  Columbia,  with  the  city  of  Baltimore,  when 
that  road  shall  be  completed.^ 

Having  finiehetl  your  inquiries  and  discussions  on  those 
routes,  you  will  proceed  to  New  Jersey,  and  open  similar 
negotiations  with  the  managers  of  the  road  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Trenton,  and  through  by  New  Brunswick  to  New 
York.  It  is  thought  a  preference  should  be  given  to  that 
over  the  Amboy  route,  because,  in  avoiding  all  steamboat 
or  water  transportation,  it  is  likely  to  afford  a  more  regular 
and  certain  means  of  conveyance.  For  the  sake  of  unifor- 
mity as  well  as  safety,  it  is  desirable  that  the  same  plan  of 
■cndins  the  mails  in  a  separate  box  or  car  should  be  here 
also  adopted.  If  a  portion  of  the  transportation  be  upon  the 
turnpike  from  Trenton  to  New  Brunswick,  the  mail- box 
may  be  readily  transferred  from  the  Railroad  car  to  a  car- 
riage constructed  to  receive  it,  and  at  the  end  of  the  turn- 
pike again  transferred  to  the  railroad  car,  so  that  the  mail 
shall  not  be  exposed  or  disturbed.  At  Trenton  and  New 
Brunswick  the  postmasters  may  have  keys,  and  exchange 
mails. 

If  no  satisfkctorv  arrangement  can  be  made  on  this  route, 
then  ^ou  will  confer  with  the  Managers  of  the  Amboy  road, 
and,  if  practicable,  make  an  arrangement  with  them.  If 
these  companies  cannot  be  induced  to  run  anight  line,  then 
you  will  ascertain  for  what  compensation  they  will  trans- 
port the  great  mail  by  day,  and  also  for  what  they  will  car- 
ry a  second  mail  between  the  two  cities.  But  in  all  your 
negotiations  with  these  companies,  as  well  as  those  already 
adverted  to,  you  are  particularly  instructed  to  ascertain 
whether  they  will  carry  a  mail  by  night,   and  on  what 


terms,  and  what  difference  they  will  make  between  car- 
rying the  ffreat  mail  by  night  and  by  day,  and  also  what 
difTerence  tney  will  make  for  carrying  a  second  or  amail 
mail  in  the  same  manner. 

Having  finished  your  negotiations  in  New  Jersey,  too 
'      ''^      ' *     '  ?Pri 


will  proceed  to  New  York,  and  confer  freely  with  the  Pre- 
sident and  Managers  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Rail- 
road Comptny,  with  a  view  to  a  contract  with  that  Com- 
nany  dunng  steamboat  navigation,  to  carry  from  New 
York  the  entire  Eastern  mail,  distributed  at  Provid^ice  and 
Boston.  Here,  also,  let  Uie  same  secure  mode  of  convey- 
ance be  suggested. 

You  are  mrther  instructed  to  inquire  of  each  of  the  rail- 
road companies  with  which  you  may  confer,  for  what  sum 
of  money,  paid  in  hand,  they  will  undertake  to  convey  the 
mails  once  per  day,  and  for  what  sum  twice  per  day,  at 
such  hourt  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  prescnbed  by  the 
Department  duiinff  the  continuance  or  their  respective 
charters.  ^  You  will  apprise  them  that  this  inquiry  is  made 
with  a  view,  if  their  terms  bo  reasonable,  to  ask  CongrcBs 
for  an  appropriation  to  purchase  the  freedom  of  their  rciads 
for  the  united  States  mails.  If  it  be  found  impracticable  or 
inconvenient  for  you  to  finish  your  negotiations  with  any 
company  on  your  outward  trip,  then  you  can  put  them  in 
train^  and  comnlete  them  on  your  return. 

It  IS  desirable  that  this  service  be  concluded  with  ail 
practicable  expedition;  you  will  from  time  to  time  report 
Very  respectfully, 


progress. 


P.  S.  LouaRBOROUGR,  Esq. 


AMOS  KENDALL. 


ANNUAL  TREASURY  REPORT. 


Treahurt  Department,  December  8,  1835. 
In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  DepLrtment,"  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  respectfully  suomits  to  Congress 
the  following  report 

1.  Ofiht  Public  Revenue  and  Expenditure*, 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1833,  was        -  -  -  $8,011,777  56 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  du- 
ring the  year  1833,  from  all  sources, 
were 33,948,436  26 

Making  the  whole  amount  in  the  Treasu- 
ry in  that  year    -  -  -  -   35,960,203  80 

The  actual  expenditures  during  the  same 
year,  including  the  public  debt,  were     -   24,257,298  49 

Hence,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 

Ist  of  January,  1834,  had  increased  to   11,702,905  31 
In  addition  to  this  balance,  the  receipts  from 
all  sources  during  the  year  1834,  were  -   21,791,935  55 
Viz: 
From  customs  -       $16,214,957  15 

Lands    -  -  4,857,600  69 

Dividends  on  bank 

stock,  &c.       -  234,349  50 

Sales  of  bank  stock  352,300  00 

Incidental  items  132,728  21 


These,  with  the  above  balance,  made  an 
aggregate  of       -  -  -  -   33,494,840  86 

The  expenditures  during  1834,  on  all  ob- 
jects, were  ....   24,601,982  44 

Viz: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscella- 
neous subjecte    -  -  -  .     4,404,728  95 

Military  service,  including  fortifications, 
ordnance,  Indian  affairs,  pensions,  arm- 
ing militia,  and  internal  improvement    -    10,064,427  88 


Naval  service,  uicloding  gradual  improve- 


ment 
Public  debt 


S3,956,266  42 
6,176,565  19 


This  being  an  excess  of  expenditures  over 
the  receipts  of  $2,810,046  89,  a  balance 
was  left  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1835,  amounting  to  only         -     8,893,858  42 

For  the  details  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  1834, 
reference  is  made  to  the  annual  account  thereof,  which  is 
this  day  submitted  to  Congress,  in  a  separate  communica- 
tion, accompanied,  as  will  be  seen,  by  similar  details  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
year  1835,  and  of  the  whole  estimates  for  1^. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  ascertained  and  estimat- 
ed, during  1835,  are  comnuted  to  be  $28  430,881  07.  Of 
these,  the  actuul  receipts  curing  the  first  three  quarters,  axe 
ascertained  to  have  been  $23,^,881  07. 

Viz: 
From  customs  -        $13,614,489  26 

Lands   -  .  9,166,590  89 

Dividends  on  bank 

stock  -  -  506,480  82 

Sales  of  bank  stock  62,800  00 

Incidental  items  130,520  10 

$23,480,881  07 

Those  during  the  fourth  quarter,  it  is  expected,  will  be 

$4,950,000. 

Thus,  with  the  balance  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1835, 

they  form  an  aggregate  of  $37,323,739  49. 

The  expenditures  of  the  whole  year  are  as- 
cerUmcd  and  estimated  to  be  -  $18,176,141  07 

Of  these,  the  expenditures  during  the  first 
three  quarters  are  ascertained  to  have 

been 13,376,141  07 

Viz:  

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscella- 
neous       2,827,196  16 

Military  servke,  including  fortifications,  &c.     7,555,819  41 
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Naval  service,  Ac. 
Duties  refunded 
Public  debt 


^2,929,219  39 

4,756  04 

59,150  07 


The  expenditures  for  the  fourth  quarter,  it 
is  expected,  will  be  -  -  - 

Thus  leaving  on  the  1st  of  January,  1836, 
subject,  however,  to  the  deduction  here- 
after mentioned,  an  estimated  balance  of 


$13,376,141  07 


4,800,000  00 


money  on  hand  equal  to 


This  includes  .what  nas  heretofore  been  re- 
ported as  unavailable  funds,  now  reduced 
to  about  $1,100,000,  making  the  comput- 
ed available  balance  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 


-    19,147,598  42 


ary,  1836 


-    18,047,598  00 


On  that  are  already  imposed  by  Congress  the  following 
charges,  by  current  and  permanent  appropriations,  which 
have  not  yet  been  expended. 

First,  of  former  appropriations,  except  those  towards  the 
sinking  fund,  it  is  supposed  that  there  will  remain  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  the  present  year  the  sum  of 
$8,126,794. 

Of  that  amount  it  is  computed  that  only  $7,306,765  will 
be  required  to  accomplish  the  objects  intended  by  them, 
leaving  $344,707  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  onsuins  year,  without  reappropriations,  (as  will  be 
seen  in  the  estimates,)  and  the  balance  of  $475,322,  which 
has  not  been  required,  either  at  all,  or  seasonably,  for  the 
objects  contemplated  in  its  appropriation,  will,  therefore,  be 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund.  Secondly,  on  what  is  properly 
embraced  in  the  appropriations  towards  the  sinking  rund, 
there  b  an  outstanmng  charge  of  about  $253,556,  for  un- 
claimed interest  and  dividends  on  the  funded  debt,  and  of 
$37,233  for  unfunded  debt. 

These,  though  chargeable  on  the  Treasury,  under  ex- 
isting acts  of  Congress,  and  subject  at  any  moment  to  be 
demanded,  are  not  all  likely  to  be  called  for  immediately,  if 
ever. 

Computing,  however,  all  the  existing  charges  of  oveiy  kind 
on  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  to  te  about 
$7,595,574,  the  balance  of  available  funds,  then  on  hand, 
would,  it  is  estimated,  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  whole  at 
once,  and  leave  to  be  hereafter  applied  by  Congress  to  new 
and  other  purposes,  the  sum  of  about  $10,450,024. 

The  next  subject  deserving  consideration,  is  the  action 
of  this  Department  since  the  last  Report  in  relation  to  the 
final  extinguishment  of  the 

II.     Public  Debt. 
Before  the  close  of  the  year  1834,  ample  funds  were  de* 
posited  with  the  U.  States  Bank,  as  Commissioner  of  Loans, 
to  discharge  all  the  public  funded  debt,  which  was  then 
outstanding. 

Of  the  rands  so  deposited  heretofore,  and  still  unclaim- 
ed by  the  public  debtors,  there  remains  in 
the  possession  of  the  Bank,  the  sum  of  $143,570  63 

Since  the  1st  of  January,  1835,  there  has 
been  paid  from  the  Treasury  of  interest  and 
dividends  outstanding  and  before  unclaim- 
ed on  the  funded  debt  the  sum  of  60,000 
There  still  remains  of  the  same  debt,  due 
and  unclaimed,  but  ready  to  be  paid  when- 
ever demanded,  an  amount  equal  to  about        353,566 
Similarly  situatedisasmallunfundeddebt  of  $37,513  05 
which  may  hereafter  be  claimed,  and  on  which  has  been 
paid  during  the  past  year  only  $220 
It  consists  of  claims,  registered  prior  to  1798, 
for  services  and  supplies  during  the  Re- 
volutionary war,  equal  to                                $27,437  96 
TreasuiT  notes  issued  during  the  war  of  1812,          5,755 
and  Mississippi  stock,                                         4,320  09 

III.   7%t  EttimaUa  of  the  Public  Revenue  and  Expendi- 
tures far  the  year  1836. 
The  receipts  into  the  l^reasury  from  all  sources  during  the 
year  18i36,  are  estunated  at  $19,750,000 


Viz: 

Customs,  $15,250,000 

Public  Lands,  4,000,000 

Bank  dividends,  and  miscellaneous  receipts,  500,000 

To  which  add  the  balance  of  available  funds  in  the 

Treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  1836,  estimated  at  $18,- 

047,598,  and  they  make  together  the  sum  of   37,797,598 

The  estimates  of  expenditures,  submitted  for  all  specified 

objects,  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  for  the  service  of 

1£»6,  and  including  the  contingent  for  the 

usual  excesses,  are,  23,133,640 

The  expenditures  during  that  year  for  spe- 
cified ordinary  purposes,  are  estimated  at        16,756,815 
Thus  the  permanent  and  new  appropriations 
for  those  purposes,  required  for  the  service 
of  that  year,  arc  estimated  at  16,412,106 

Under  former  appropriations,  there  is  in- 
cluded in  the  estunates  for  1836,  a  sum 
proposed  to  bo  used  for  the  service  of 
1836,  without  re-appropriation,  equal  to  6,344,707 

And  these  two  sums  amount  to  the  before- 
mentioned  aggregate  of  -  -  16,756,815 
They  are  divided  among  the  different  bran- 
cbies  of  the  public   service,  as  follows, 
viz :  new  appropriations  for  civil,  foreign 
intercourse,  ana  miscellaneous  items  3,041,081 
Militaiy  service,  pensions,  &c.                   -           8,602,319 
]^avai  service,  and  ^adual  improvement               4,768,708 
Previous  appropnatious  to  be  used  for  1836,  for  civil,  &c. 
$5,192,  for  miliury,  die.  $339,515.    By  virtue  of  former 
acts  of  Congress,  there  will  probably  be  wanted,  during 
1836,  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  dividends  unclaimed 
on  the  funded  debt,  and  of  unfunded  debt  itself,  yet  un- 
paid, the  sum  of  $50,000. 

To  these  add  such  contingent  excesses  of  new  appro* 
prlations  by  Congress  for  ordinary  purposes  as  are  not  in*  - 
eluded  in  tne  estimates,  but  which  are  likely  to  be  deemed 
proper  by  that  body,  and  the  grounds  of  which  were  ex- 
plained in  the  last  annual  report,  $3,000,000.  The  esti- 
mates of  expenditures  in  183o,  for  cxtraoidinary  purposes, 
which  are  submitted  in  connection  with  the  militarf  and 
naval  services,  amount  to  -  -         $3,326,825 

Making,  as  estimated  for  the  service  of  1836,  all  the  new 
appropriations  of  every  kind,  specifically  called  for,  to  be 
$17,515,933;  and  all  the  expepaitures  of  every  kind,for  the 
service  of  the  same  year  to  bo  in  the  ag^^te  $23,133,640 
On  the  supposition  that  the  appropriations  outstanding 
and  unexpended  at  the  ends  of  the  years  1835  and  183^ 
will  be  similar  in  amount,  this  would  leave  an  available  ba- 
lance in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year  1^6,  or,  on 
the  1st  of  Januai^,  1837,  estimated  at  about  $14,500,000, 
provided  the  receipts  be  as  computed,  and  Congress  make 
no  larger  appropriation  for  extraordinary  or  other  purposes, 
at  their  present  session,  than  those  enumerated  in  the  esti- 
mates submitted.  From  ihw  amount,  after  deducting  about 
eight  millions  to  pay  the  outstanding  appropriations,  to 
which  the  Treasury  will  then  probably  stand  pledged,  there 
will  be  left,  at  the  close  of  183(5,  a  nett  balance  of  only  from 
six  to  seven  millions  applicable  to  any  other  use,  which 
Congress  may  now,  or  then,  be  pleased  to  designate,  instead 
of  about  ten  and  a  half  millions,  the  nett  balance  estunated 
to  be  left  so  applicable  at  the  close  of  1835.  In  other  words, 
the  expenditures  wiU,  in  the  ensuing  year,  for  only  the  ob- 
jects specified  in  the  estimates,  proUibly  exceed  the  receipts 
in  that  year  about  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  thus  to  that 
extent,  reduce  the  balance  now  on  hand. 

ly. — Explanation  qf  the  estimates  for  1836,  \tUh  som6 
suggestions  on  the  probable  thanges  till  1842. 

The  basis  on  which  the  above  estimates  rests  will  now 
'  be  exhibited  and  explained. 

In  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  country  at  this  time, 
without  any  debt  to  absorb  our  surplus  receipts,  and  amidst 
the  great  changes  which  have  recently  happened,  and  will 
probably  continue  to  happen  in  our  whole  revenue  and  ex- 
penditures, till  after  the  essential  alterations  made  by  ex- 
isting laws  shall  cease  in  1842,  this  Department  feels 
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bound  to  enter  more  into  detail  than  usual  concerning  the 
grounds  of  its  estimates,  and  to  disclose  more  fuUv  every 
material  consideration  which  has  led  it  to  the  results  pre- 
sented. Congress  will  thus  be  better  enabled  to  judge  of 
their  accuracy  and  to  correct  any  unintentional  errors.  For 
convenience  in  reference,  a  tabular  statement  is  annexed 
{A^  which  presents  separately  for  1633,  1834,  and  1835, 
so  tar  as  the  last  is  ascertained,  the  general  estimates  in  one 
column,  the  actual  appropriations  in  another,  and  the  ex- 
penditures in  a  third.  To  these  are  added,  in  other  co- 
lumns the  whole  revenue,  with  the  exports  and  imports  fbr 
each  of  those  years.  For  a  similar  reason  the  Register 
has  been  requested  to  have  the  detailed  estimates  for  1836 
prepared  witn  a  second  column,  showing  against  each  the 
actual  appropriation  in  1835  towards  a  l&e  object. 

Explanation  qf  the  estimates  of  rectipts  from  Customs. 
In  respect  to  the  estimated  receipts  in  the  Treasury  for 
1836,  so  fiir  as  derived  from  customs,  they  have  been  com- 
puted on  an  importation  of  foreign  merchandize,  expected 
to  be  near  the  average  of  the  last  three  years,  but  much 
less  than  the  importation  of  the  year  ending  in  September, 

Under  our  present  system  of  revenue,  derived  usually  in 
the  ratio  of  3-4  to  6-7  fh>m  customs,  the  amount  of  imports 
have  a  rery  important  bearing  on  our  whole  receipts.  The 
amount  of  exports  is  likewise  materia],  as  in  some  decree 
influencing  the  imports,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
oountry  throwing  much  light  on  its  great  agricultural  pros- 
perity, and  furnishing  with  the  others  highly  useful  indica- 
tions concerning  the  extent  and  increase  of  our  foreign 
commerce. 

.  The  imports  during  the  year  ending  September  30th, 
1835,  are  ascertained  and  estimated  at  S151 ,030,368. 

They  show,  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  an  in- 
crease of  934,509,036.  Those  during  the  three  past  years 
have,  on  an  average,  been  about  $1*28,556,670. 

The  exports  during  the  past  year  are  ascertained  and  es- 
timated at  8118,955,^;  of  these  $98,531,026  were  in  do- 
mestic, and  •20,424,213  in  foreign  products.  Compared 
with  the  preceding  year  they  exhS)it  an  increase  of  814,- 
618,266. 

As  some  evidence  that  our  estimates  of  the  whole  im- 
portations the  ensuing  year  are  founded  on  correct  data,  it 
appears  from  a  document  annexed  (C)  giving  their  amount 
from  1790,  that  they  have  constantly  and  sometimes  largely 
fluctuated  between  particular  years,  though  comparing 
most  terms  of  a  few  consecutive  years  vrith  former  ones,they 
have  generally  increased.  Thus  the  whole  imports  during 
the  five  years  nrior  to  1835  exceeded  those  of  any  former 
period  of  similar  length  b^  nearly  fifty  millions,  except 
on  one  occasion,  almost  thirty  years  since,  when  they  ap- 
proached near,  and  another,  about  twenty  yean  since, 
when  they  exceeded,  their  recent  amount;  in  conseouence 
at  the  former  period  of  our  extraordinary  share  in  tne  car- 
rying trade,  and  at  the  latter  one  of  the  large  demands  to 
supdy  the  deprivations  which  had  been  caused  by  war, 
and  to  meet  the  increased  calls  of  numerous  new  commer- 
cial enterprises,  fostered  by  returning  peace.  But  the  very 
fact  of  our  recent  importations  having  been  so  large  is  one 
of  the  causes  why  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  whole 
amount  in  1836  is  anticipated.  Some  further  causes  will 
hereafter  be  specified,  in  connexion  with  other  considera- 
tions, which,  It  is  believed,  will  tend  to  produce  the  same 
conviction.  When  we  proceed  to  examine  the  free  or  du- 
tiable character,  rather  than  the  amount  of  our  imports 
during  only  a  few  years  past,  with  a  view  to  estimate  more 
critically  the  revenue  which  will  probably  be  received  from 
them  in  1836,  and  to  form  some  general  conjectures  upon 
the  subject  thenceforward  to  1843,  it  is  a  fact,  desernng 
carefiil  notice,  that  while  the  whole  amount  of  imports  has 
for  some  years  been  increasing,  that  portion  paying  duties 
has  greatly  diminished;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  portion 
exported  and  entitled  to  drawback,  has  not  diminished  in 
a  similar  ratb. 

A  statement  is  subjoined,  which  furnishes  important 

■  w*!!  ?^  *^  P**^"**  sincethe  late  great  changes  in  the  ta- 
niTQB.) 


The  general  results  from  them  are,  that  while  the  im- 
portations paying  duties  have  fallen  ofi*  in  1833  about 
eleven  millions,  and  in  1834  about  seventeen  millions  more, 
and  the  free  goods  increased  in  even  larger  proportions,  the 
exportation  of  dutiable  articles  has  fallen  off  in  the  corres- 
ponding yean  only  about  six  and  two  millions,  leaving  the 
actual  consumption  in  the  United  States  of  such  foreign 
merchandise  as  pays  duties  at  little  more  than  one-thiid  of 
our  whole  imports,  and  quite  twenty  millions  less  than  in 
1832.  This  computation  as  to  the  consumption  is  made  on 
the  probable  hypothesis,  that  the  stock  of^  such  meichan- 
dise  on  hand  remained  about  the  same  at  the  close  ef  each 
year,  which,  though  not  correct  in  some  single  yean,  on 
account  of  wan  and  various  vibrations  in  trrae,  would  in 
axif  series  of  a  few  yean  be  near  the  truth.  The  impor- 
tations, however,  in  1835,  and  especially  in  the  last  quar- 
ter, as  they  have  been  unprecedently  large,  exceedins,  it  is 
computed,  in  that  alone,  more  than  fifty-three  millions, 
and  mostly  not  yet  consumed,  may  be  thought  to  consti- 
tute some  exception  to  the  above  rule;  and  hence,  coupled 
with  the  ftct  that  the  returns  are  still  incomplete,  ana  de- 
pend in  part  on  estimates,  their  amount  and  cnaractcr  have 
not  been  introduced  into  this  comparison.  But  they  are  in- 
serted in  the  table,  as  far  as  ascertainable,  and  if  consid- 
ered without  any  unusual  limitations  or  deductions,  wotiM 
show  a  great  fluctuation  in  the  consumption,  both  of  all 
foreign  merchandise  and  of  that  which  is  not  free. 

The  rate  of  duty  has  in  many  articles  been  so  essential- 
ly reduced,  or  entirely  removed,  as  to  lessen  the  whole  re- 
ceipts from  customs  over  twenty-four  millions  in  the  lait 
two  yean,  and  produce  most  of  the  above  differences  in 
the  character  of  our  imports.  With  a  view  to  enable  Con- 
gress to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  probable  receipts  from 
customs  the  ensuing  year,  there  should  be  made  to  any 
changes  occasioned  by  the  above  causes,  such  additions 
and  (uminutions  for  the  past  and  the  future  as  are  required 
by  the  difference,  which  often  happens  between  the  amount 
of  duties  accruing  and  the  amount  actually  received  in  any 
particular  ^ear. 

In  some  instances  t  his  difference  happens  by  large  changes 
in  the  amount  of  bounties  paid  or  autics  refunded;  or,  ss 
in  1833,  by  the  substitution  of  cash  duties  for  creditii, 
and  by  giving  short  instead  of  longer  credits,  and  in 
othen,  by  the  bonds  due  after  the  commencement  of 
some  yean,  as  in  1834,  having  been  larger  in  amount 
than  in  1635,  some  having  been  given  for  duties  on  certain 
articles,  which  afterwards  became  free,  and  othen  having 
been  i^ven  for  more  duties  on  the  same  kind  and  amount 
of  articles  before  the  biennial  reduction  took  efiect,  than 
they  were  subject  to  afterwards.  Without  new  legisla- 
tion, however,  none  of  these  circumstances,  except  the  last 
one,  can  operate  much  hereafter  till  1842;  and  the  effect  of 
that  will  generally  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  million  <^ 
doUan,  and  is  again  to  be  felt  not  tin  1837.  Another  difl*- 
erence  arises  sometimes  from  larger  collections  of  old  debts 
due  for  customs,  as  when  in  1^,  but  not  anticipated  in 
1836,  nearly  one  quarter  of  a  million  has  been  collected  on 
a  single  claim,  originating  as  long  as  ten  yean  ago,  inde- 
pendent of  many  smaller  collections  on  still  older  claims. 
The  only  remaining  difference  of  much  importance  in  our 
receipts  from  customs  the  ensuing  year,  compared  with  the 
last  one,  will  probabljT  result  from  the  biennial  reduction  in 
duties  of  nearly  a  million  of  doUan,  which  the  existing 
laws  provide  snail  take  place  after  the  close  of  the  {Resent 
month.  This  reduction  of  duties  might,  under  some  cir- 
cumstances, be  chiefly  obviated  by  an  incroMed  importa- 
tion and  consumption  of  foreign  merchandise.  But  it  has 
been  already  stated,  that  the  whole  importations  were  of 
late  so  unusually  large,  as  with  other  causes  hereafter  ex- 
plained, not  only  to  forbid  any  reasonable  expectation  of 
their  increase  in  1836,  but  to  render  a  reduction  probable; 
and,  it  is  further  believed,  a  careful  inquiiy  will  show,  that 
the  consumption  of  all  kinds  of  foreign  merchandise  in  the  i 
United  States  has  generally  enlarged  in  a  smaller  ratio 
than  is  supposed  by  many,  and  especially  that  the  use  of 
such  as  pays  duties,  which  is  the  cardinal  tests  of  our  re- 
ceipU  from  customs,  will  rather  lessen  than  increase  in 


Digitized  byL^OOQlC 


APPENDIX— r^  Galet  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


31 


Jtnnual  Treantry  Report* 


[34tb  CoKo.  l8t  But. 


1836,  and  be  not  materially  enlarged  till  after  1842.  Bj 
the  table  before  referred  to,  (C,)  which  is  the  most  accurate 
the  records  of  the  Treasury  enable  me  to  prepare,  it  will 
be  seen  what  our  consumption  of  foreign  merchandise  of 
all  kinds  has  been  during  each  of  the  last  forty-five  years. 
By  comparing,  not  single  years  with  others,  but  a  series  of 
three  years,  as,  for  instance,  1792,  *93,  and  '94,  with  other 
similar  series  after  intervals  of  ten  years,  and  paying  less 
reg[ard  to  the  first  and  third  series,  as  the  former  rests  on 
estimates  made  now  and  not  on  valuations  at  the  time,  and 
the  latter  being  in  a  period  of  war,  is  too  irregular  for  a 
guide,  it  appears  that  the  average  increase  of  consumption 
of  all  foreign  merchandise  has  been  not  three  per  cent, 
annually  in  the  last  thirty  yean,  and  has  been  not  equal 
to  the  increase  of  our  population  during  the  same  period 
by  over  one  and  a  half  per  cent. 

While  the  increase  of  the  latter  has  also  been  very  uni- 
form, varying  between  every  census,  and  for  the  whole 
time  very  steadily  between  four  and  a  half  and  five  per 
cent,  that  of  the  former  has  fluctuated  largely,  rising  under 
the  ffreat  impulse  given  to  credit,  industry,  and  enterprise, 
by  the  adojition  of  our  Constitution,  to  near  seven  per  cent, 
yearly,  during  most  of  the  first  ten  years,  and  then  falling 
to  only  about  one  per  cent,  the  next  tweftty  yean.  After 
that,  by  one  of  those  customary  tides  in  trade  which  almost 
periodically  occur  soon  after  checks  to  overtrading,  an  ex- 
naustion  of  old  stocks  of  goods,  and  enlar^^ed  means  to  pur- 
chase, from  abundant  crope,  their  high  prices,,  or  any  other 
cause,  the  rate  of  increase  in  consumption  rose  a«nun  *,  and 
by  reason  of  so  many  free  j^oods,  and  especially  the  unpre- 
cedented imports  of  specie  in  18S3  and  1834,  amounted,  on 
an  average,  during  the  last  ten  years,  to  four  per  cent,  an- 
nually, i^educt,  nowever,  that  excess  of  specie  alone,  and 
the  increase  would  not  much  exceed  three  per  cent,  on  the 
consumption  of  all  kinds  of  foreign  merchandise;  while  on 
that  of  such  merchandise  as  pays  duties,  there  has,  as 
before  detailed,  been  a  great  decrease ;  and  there  is  no  like- 
lihood of  much  permanent  increase,  till  the  whole  importa- 
tions shall  be  greatly  augmented,  or  the  tariff  be  again  ex- 
tended to  a  larger  list  of  articles.  By  the  customary  reflux 
of  that  tide  from  opposite  causes,  and  the  ^eater  substitu- 
tion of  some  kinds  of  domestic  products,  it  is  believed  that 
the  above  rate  of  increase  as  to  all  foreign  articles,  will  again 
Aoon  decline,  and  probably  remain  much  below  that  ofour 
population,  until  new  legislation,  or  the  essential  alteratbns 
now  going  on  in  the  tariff,  shall  materially  enlarge  the 
amount  of  goods  paying  a  low  duty.  As  the  capacity  of 
the  country  to  purcnase  foreign  goods  will,  all  other  things 
remaining  equal,  be  then  enlarged  in  the  ratio  of  what  it 
does  not  pay  for  duties,  such  alterations,  when  their  influ- 
ence shall  be  fully  felt  in  1842,  will,  as  tne  great  alterations 
in  1832  and  1833  have  already  done,  doubtiess  tend  again 
to  augment  somewhat  the  whole  importation  and  consump- 
tion of  foreign  articles.  Another  comparative  view,  per- 
haps more  striking,  of  this  consumption,  is,  that  according 

.  to  the  value  of  the  articles  as  estimated  at  the  custom  house, 
its  average  amount  in  1790  and  '91  was  about  seven  dollars 
per  headto  our  population;  in  1800  and  1801,  over  ten  dol- 
lars per  head;  in  1810  and  '11,  about  seven;  but  in  1820  and 
'21,  only  about  six;  and  in  1830  and  '31  only  about  five,  or 

'  one-half  of  what  it  was  thirty  yean  before. 

This  great  difference  has  probably  arisen,  not  only  from 
the  increased  domestic  production  of  certain  manufactures, 
such  as  cottons,  woollens,  salt,  and  iron,  and  of  some  arti- 
cles more  immediately  connected  with  agriculture,  such  as 
suffar  and  molasses,  but  from  a  fall  in  the  price  of  many  ar- 
ticles, making  the  value  less  of  a  similar  quantity  consum- 
ed, and  from  the  greater  extension  of  our  population  into 
the  West,  where  the  independent  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  comparatively  enhanced  cost  of  foreign  arti- 
cles, would  tend  to  cause  a  smaller  consumption  of  them 
than  near  the  seabord,  where  their  price  is  lower,  and  it  is 
customary  to  depend  more  on  foreign  supplies. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  all  the  above  computations  have 
been  made  of  the  value,  and  not  the  quantities,  of  the  arti- 
cles consumed.  The  latter  would  be  more  difficult  to  ex- 
hibit in  so  great  detail  and  fulness.    But  if  they  could  be, 


the  result  would,  in  a  view  connected  with  poHtical  econo- 
my, be  more  satisfactory ,  as  showing  more  clearly  the  com- 
parative habits  of  our  population  at  different  periods;  be- 
cause prices,  especially  of  some  manufactures,  have  fallen 
during  the  last  forty  years;  probably,  on  an  average,  over 
fifty  per  cent.,  and  our  whole  consumption  of  foreign  arti- 
cles has,  without  doubt,  diminished  more  in  value  than  in 
quantity. 

But  the  difiUculties  before  mentioned  have  prevented  any 
further  exhibit,  coupled  with  the  circumstance,  that,  in  re- 
spect to  the  amount  of  duties,  the  inquiry  now  most  perti- 
nent and  material,  the  result,  in  the  present  state  of  the  tarifl*, 
would  be  much  less  important  than  some  might  at  first  im- 
agine, as  it  would  be  wholly  unaltered  in  all  cases  of  speci- 
fic rates  of  duty,  whether  the  values  of  the  quantities  be 
detailed  in  the  statements,  and  equally  unaltered  in  over 
half  of  all  the  foreign  goods  now  imported,  they  being  at 
present  free,  and  the  rate  of  increase  in  their  consum{2ion 
by  additions  to  our  population,  or  other  causes,  having  no 
influence  whatever  on  the  revenue. 

Hence,  in  looking  to  the  future,  it  is  essential  to  notice 
that,  if  the  increase  in  consumption  o^  all  foreign  goods 
should  continue  to  be  on  an  average  till  1842,  as  large  as 
during  the  last  thirty  yean,  it  would  only  add  yearly  about 
one  and  one  quarter  millions  to  the  imports  of  goods  which 
are  now  dutiable,  and  on  which  tne  average  revenue 
would  not  probably  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
MoUara  per  annum.  But,  it  is  presumed  that  the  increasing 
substitution  in  our  importations  for  consumption,  of  free  for 
dutiable  goods,  when  the  former  will  answer  the  desired 
purposes  of  the  community,  will,  on  account  of  their  com- 
parative cheapness,  make  the  free  rather  than  the  dutiable 
goods  usually  increase,  and  be  frequently  in  a  ratio  quite 
large  enough  to  counteract  or  neutralize  the  effects  of  any 
tendency  to  augment  the  revenue  by  an  increased  con- 
sumption of  all  Kinds  of  foreign  goods. 

Tne  commercial  returns  for  loo5  were  not  received  so  as 
to  be  used  in  any  of  the  above  computations ;  but  so  far  as 
now  ascertained  and  estimated,  they  are  given  in  the  table, 
and  furnish  another  illustration  of  the  fluctuating  character 
of  our  foreign  trade,  and  the  uncertainty  of  any  statements 
founded  on  it,  which  do  not  extend  to  comparisons  of  vari- 
ous and  distant  periods  of  time. 

The  e3:ports  of  domestic  produce  the  ensuing  year  will, 
as  before  remarked,  exert  some  influence  on  the  amount  of 
importations,  and  hence  on  the  revenue  from  customs.  But 
the  effect  of  those  exports  on  our  importations  for  immediate 
consumption,  including  all  but  specie,  and  other  articles  to 
be  again  exported,  will  in  reahty  always  be  less  than  is 
sometimes  supposed;  provided  the  domei^ic  supplies  of  siml] 
lar  articles  should,  as  of  late  yean,  continue  rapidly  to  in- 
crease, and  should  prove  to  be  equal  in  quality,  and  not 
higher  in  price,  than  similar  ones  imported  from  foreign  na- 
tions. In  that  event,  though  the  ability  of  the  people  to 
buy  foreign  goods  will  fortunately  be  greater,  where  the 
exports  are  large,  yet  the  permanent  returns  from  abroad 
will  generally  be  more  in  money  to  be  expended  at  home, 
and  less  in  ^oods  ta  be  consumed.  But  the  diversity  of 
opinion  which  exists,  concerning  some  of  these  considera- 
tions, has  led  me  to  submit  the  document  annexed,  (D.) 

From  this  it  appean  that  our  whole  exports,  of  every 
kind,  in  the  last  five  years,  including  the  estimates  for  1835, 
have  not  exceeded  those  during  a  similar  term,  from  1803 
to  1807,  inclusive,  but  about  forty  millions,  and  being  an 
excess  no  larger  than  at  most  intervening  periods,  while  an 
extraordinary  increase  has  taken  place  in  our  exports  of 
domestic  products,  exceeding  in  value  those  during  that 
term  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  and  being 

3uite  double  the  excess  at  most  intervening  periods.  In- 
eed,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  have  been  almost  a  hundred 
per  cent,  larger  than  they  were  in  any  similartermof  yean 
previous  to  1816,  and  have  exceeded  those  during  such  a 
term  only  ten  yean  ago,  by  the  sum  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  millions,  a  difference  greater  than  the  whole 
amount  of  all  our  exports  of  domestic  products  during  the 
first  five  yean  under  our  present  form  of  government.  The 
recent  average  rate  of  increase  in  these  exports,  however, 
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has  not  been  large,  independent  of  the  article  of  cotton;  nor 
is  it  likely  to  augment  during  the  few  ensuing  years.  Adopt- 
ing a  comparison  between  every  term  of  ten  years,  from 
11^2-'3,  and  '4,  to  1832-'3,  and  '4,  and  including  aU 
articles,  it  appears  that  the  whole  exports  of  domestic  pro- 
duce exhibit  an  increase  in  the  last  tnirtv  years  of  less  tnan 
three  per  cent,  annually,  or  a  rate  considerably  lower  than 
that  of  our  population,  though,  in  the  previous  term  of  ten 
years,  by  the  great  prosperity  from  our  new  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  the  rapid  progress  in  the  cultivation  of  cotton, 
that  increase  was  near  ei^t  per  cent.;  and  in  the  high 
price  and  large  exports  of  tnis  article  in  the  last  term  of  ten 
years,  it  has  T>een  about  five  percent,  annually.  But  as  that 
price  has  of  late  been  unusually  high,  and  is  now  lower, 
and  as  the  demand  for  cotton  abrosul  in  the  ensuing  year  is 
not  likely  to  exceed,  if  it  equals,  the  late  customary  ratio, 
and  on  which  some  interesting  facts  may  be  seen  in  the 
statement  annexed,  (E)  the  value  of  our  whole  domestic 
exports  (over  one-half  of  which  now  consists  of  cotton)  will 
probably  be  less  in  1836  than  in  1835.  This  result,  there- 
fore, fortifies,  rather  than  impairs,  the  correctness  of  the 
diminished  estimate  of  our  whole  importations  in  1836,  and 
of  the  anticipated  reCfeipCs  of  duties  tnerefrom. 

On  the  wnole,  then,  as  the  biennial  reduction  in  those 
duties  which  exceed  twenty  percent,  takes  place  on  the  31st 
instant,  and  will  amount  to  near  one  million  of  dollars,  as  in 
the  ensuing  year,  the  whole  importations  will,  by  the  esti- 
mates, be  less,  and  the  consumption  of  foreign  articles  paying 
duties  is,  for  that  and  other  reasons,  not  likely  to  increase,  it 
results  from  these  and  some  circumstances  before  mentioned, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  which  will  be  received 
from  imports  during  the  year  1836,  will  probably  be  from  one 
to  two  millions  less  than  in  1835.  if  we  look  forward  to 
1842,  when  the  tariff  is,  by  our  present  laws,  to  undergo  a 
great  change,  and  if  vre  regard,  in  the  intervening  time,  the 
probable  exports  of  domestic  produce,  and  imports  of  foreign 
merchandise,  or  the  presumed  consumption  of  that  small  por- 
tion of  the  latter  paying  duties,  it  may  fairly  be  concluacd, 
that,  after  making  due  dlowances  as  to  all  these,  on  account 
of  OUT  increasing  population  and  wealth,  and  deducting  those 
allowances  from  tne  biennial  reduction,  not  only  will  the  re- 
venue accruing  from  customs  probably  diminish  at  the  ave- 
rage rate  of  about  one-third  of  a  million  per  annum,  or  near 
two-thirds  of  a  million  every  second  year  until  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary,  1843,  but  then,  at  one  blow,  over  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions more  of  the  duties  above  twenty  per  cent,  is  to  be  struck 
ofi;  and  on  the  first  of  July  the  same  year,  over  two  and  a 
half  millions  more,  and  some  new  articles,  for  the  first  time, 
be  rendered  entirely  free.  All  the  reduction  which  is  to  take 
place  in  that  year  %]one,  will  thus  amount  to  between  five 
and  six  million  of  dollars:  and  the  whole  annual  revenue  from 
customs  will,  by  18-13,  have  probably  fallen  to  about  nine, 
instead  of  its  present  amount,  of  about  seventeen  millions  of 
dollars. 

Explanation  qf  Iht  Estimate*  qf  Rectiptt/rom  Land*. 

The  revenue  from  lands  the  ensuing  year  has  been  esti- 
mated at  four  millions  of  dollars.  In  submitting  the  esti- 
mates for  1835,  the  amount  expected  to  be  received  from  this 
source,  was,  for  reasons  then  stated,  calculated  half  a  million 
higher  than  it  had  ever  been  before,  and  was  described  as 
^  still  too  low,  if  the  Department  had  not  anticipated  that 
large  sales  would  be  made  for  the  Indians,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  not  to  go  into  the  Trca^^ury  for  public  uses. 
But  these  last  sales,  delayed  till  the  first  month  m  the  next 
year,  have  unexpectedly  given  place  to  others,  all  whose 
proceeds  have  so  gone  into  the  Treasury.  This  change, 
with  the  operation,  in  such  unexampled  force,  of  the  circum- 
stances detailed  in  those  reasons,  aided  by  such  an  eager 
thirst  for  the  investment  of  surplus  capital  in  now  lands,  and 
the  bri^rht  prospects  of  large  profits  from  their  immediate 
cultivation  for  cotton  in  the  Southwest,  with  the  extraordi- 
nary number  of  pre-emption  claims  allowed,  has  caused  the 
actual  receipts  from  their  sales,  during  the  year  1835,  to  ex- 
ceed those  of  any  previous  year,  by  the  sum  of  probably 
more  than  six  millions  of  dollars. 
From  the  (act  that  many  of  these  sales  have  not  been 


made  to  actual  settlers,  and  that  much  of  the  land  thus  sokl 
willVemainin  the  market  to  aid  in  supplying  hereafter  such 
purchasers — from  the  probability  that  some  diminution  in 
the  price  of  cotton,  with  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  will 
lessen  somewhat  the  ardor  for  new  investments  in  land  in 
the  Southwest  from  the  circumstance  that  much  fewer 
pre-emption  claims  exist,  and  that  fewer  public  sales  of  lands 
whose  proceeds  belong  to  the  Government,  by  over  two  mil- 
lions 01  acres,  will  be  advertised  the  ensuing  year — and 
from  the  presumption  that  the  surplus  capital  to  be  re- 
invested, derived  firom  the  final  payment  of  our  public  debt, 
and  from  the  unusually  great  exports  the  last  two  years,will 
be  reduced,  it  has  not  been  deemed  safe  to  estimate  the  re- 
ceipts, for  public  purposes,  from  sales  of  land  in  1836,  at 
more  than  four  millions  of  dollars. 

Besides  those  receipts,  the  sales  of  the  ChickaiHiw  lands, 
postponed  as  before  remarked,  to  the  ensuing  year,  will 
probably  be  considerable,  as  the  quantity  offered  will  be 
about  SIX  millions  of  acres;  and  though,  by  treaty,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  them  must  be  invested  for  the  Indians,  yet  the 
sales  will,  to  their  extent,  diminish  the  demand  for  other 
lands,  whose  proceeds  would  go  into  the  Treasury,  in 
looking  beyond  the  next,  and  a  few  succeeding  yearn,  as 
connected  with  this  subject,  it  b  true,  that  the  whole  laixli 
still  owned  by  the  United  States,  Within  the  boundaries  of 
the  present  States  and  Territories,  exceed  the  vast  quantitv 
of  three  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  acres;  and,  west  oi' 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  perhaps  seven  hundred  and  fiflj 
millions  more,  of  which  only  seventy  or  eighty  millions 
have  yet  been  specially  assigned  to  the  Indians,  or  in  any 
other  way  absolutely  appropriated.  But  though  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  millions  of  acres  would  alone  be  enough 
in  quantity,  at  even  the  rate  of  the  recent  large  sales,  to 
continue,  for  a  considerable  time,  to  yield  an  important 
share  of  revenue,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  deman*! 
for  it  will  be  limited  generally  by  the  extent  of  the  in- 
crease of  our  population  and  capital;  and  that  large  portions 
of  it,  perhaps  one-fourth,  ought  to  be  deemed  waste  and 
water,  and  probably  half  of  it,  as  well*  as  much  of  thai 
which  lies  west  of  me  present  States  and  Territories,  be 
considered  of  such  an  inferior  quality,  that  it  cannot  be 
sold  for  cultivation  till  our  population  reaches  an  amount 
and  density  which  will  probably  require  ages  to  eflect.  In 
illustration  of  some  of  these  views,  it  is  a  ranarkaUe  fart, 
that,  of  the  whole  quantity  of  land  surveyed  and  offered  at 
public  sale,  from  ITft)  to  1834,  being  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  millions  of  acres,  not  one-third  of  it  has  been 
sold  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  that  the  whole  receipts, 
being  a  little  under  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  from  the  wboi^ 
sales  of  public  lands  during  that  period,  have  furnished 
only  a  small  amount,  not  excee<1ing  three  or  four  millions  of 
nett  revenue,  beyond  the  whole  cost,  in  various  ways,  at- 
tending their  purchase  and  management. 

But  a  considerable  nett  revenue  from  them,  hereafter,  if 
neither  given  away  nor  divided,  can  with  safety  be  expect- 
ed, and  they  would  then  tond  to  fiimish  that  relief  under 
the  common  burdens,  and  that  aid  towards  the  common 
and  legitimate  objects  of  the  Union,  which  were  intended) 
to  be  promoted  by  their  original  cession  to  the  General 
Government.  The  present  rate  of  increase  in  our  popula- 
tion engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  will  not,  it  is  presum- 
ed, for  SIX  or  seven  years,  create  a  regular  annual  demand 
for  immediate  cultivation  of  over  one  million  of  acres  of 
the  public  lands;  and  it  is  calculated  that  from  two  to  four 
millions  more  wUl  be  bought  yearly  for  investment  of  cafi- 
tal  and  re-sale. 

The  estimate  for  that  time  proceeds  on  the  probable  pre- 
sumption that  no  very  large  portion  of  our  old  cultivarnl 
lands  will  be  wholly  abandoned,  and  that  new  lands  asv- 
nuall)r  put  into  cultivation  in  the  whole  Union,  have  bcrn. 
and  will  be  to  the  amount  of  quite  one-half  of  those  bought 
of  the  actual  settlers,  not  directly  of  the  United  States,  hot. 
by  the  several  States,  or  of  individual  owners.  As  the  wiW , 
lands  owned  by  several  of  the  States,  and  by  rompan'*rs 
or  individuals,  whether  belonging  to  them  thraugh  pi^J 
sale,  or  otherwise,  from  either  former  Governments  or  ih« 
United  States,  shall  increase  or  diminish  in  q[u«ntity  andi 
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nrice,  the  new  sales  by  the  United  States  are  likely  to  be 
less  or  more,  and  the  above  proportions  to  become  by  those 
as  well  as  by  numerous  other  circumstances,  somewhat  af- 
fected. The  whole  sales  of  public  lands  for  speculation 
and  investment,  as  well  as  for  immediate  cultivation  will, 
therefore,  from  various  causes,  some  of  which  have  already 
been  specified,  probably  fluctuate  between  two  and  five 
millions  of  acres,  producing  from  three  to  six  millions  of 
dollars  a  year  till  1842,  and  indeed  not  often  exceeding  the 
maximum  till  most  of  the  rich  soils  are  gone. 

A  document  has  been  carefully  prepared,  (F)  which  in 
some  decree  verifies  these  general  views,  as  it  shows  that 
the  whole  sales  to  the  close  of  1834,  deducting  about  six 
and  one-third  millions  of  acres,  which  reverted  under  our 
former  system,  have  been  only  about  thirty-seven  and  a  half 
millions  of  acres  during  forty-five  years,  or  on  an  average 
only  about  three-fourtlu  of  a  million  of  acres  yearly,  for  im- 
mediate cultivation,  and  every  other  purpose.  Tliis  quan- 
tity sold,  with  about  sixteen  millions  given  away  as  boun- 
ties in  the  last  war,  and  for  schools,  colleges,  internal  im- 
provements, and  other  public  objects  in  the  new  States,  be- 
ing together  almost  half  as  much  as  all  the  sales  would, 
through  the  whole  time,  be  taken  from  the  public  lands  by 
both  gift  and  sale,  and  for  all  purposes,  little  more,  if  any, 
when  compared  with  our  population,  and  the  additions  to 
it  at  difierent  periods,  than  three  millions  of  acres  would  an- 
nually be  now.  It  may  be  instructive  in  respect  to  the  es- 
timate of  our  ftiture  proceeds  from  lands,  to  recollect  that, 
after  the  present  system  commenced,  the  sales  never 
amounted  m  fact  to  one  million  of  acres  a  year  till  1815,  nor 
to  two  millions  a  year  till  the  temptations  of  the  credit 
system,  and  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  cotton  to  26  and  34 
cents  per  pound,  induced  lai^er  purchases,  extending  to 
over  two  millions  of  acres  in  1817,  and  about  five  and  a  naif 
millions  in  1819 ;  and  thus  even  fifteen  years  ago  exceed- 
ing in  quantity,  by  neariy  a  million  of  acres,  the  large  sales 
of  1834,  and  exceeding  them  in  the  sums  promised  to  be 
paid,  by  the  almost  incredible  amount  of  more  than  twelve 
millions  of  dollars.  Butthe&ll  of  cotton  in  1820,  to  only 
about  half  its  former  price,  combined  with  other  causes,  left 
the  purchasers  in  debt  to  the  Government  over  twenty-two 
milhons  of  dollars,  and  with  the  change  from  the  credit  to 
the  cash  system,  reduced  the  sales  again  to  much  less  than 
a  million  of  acres  a  year,  caused  nearly  six  millions  of  the 
former  sales  to  revert,  and  kept  them  down  to  less  than  a 
million  in  every  year  after,  till  the  rise  of  cotton  in  1825 
gave  a  new  impulse,  which  being  aided  l^  other  powerftil 
causes,  the  sales  gradually  enlarged,  till  tney  reached  a  mil- 
lion again  in  18^.  Since  that,  increasing  still  more  ra- 
pidly, they  have  exceeded,  during  1834,  four  millions  of 
acres,  and  during  1835  probably  nine  millions.  Among  those 
other  causes,  the  more  extensive  introduction  of  steam  pow- 
er on  the  western  rivers  and  northern  lakes,  with  the  pub- 
lic improvements  in  their  navigation,  and  the  increased  fa- 
cilities of  intercourse  by  railroads  and  canals,  have  of  late 
added  much  to  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  beyond  previous 
years,  and  beyond  the  proportional  increase  of  population. 
To  the  force  of  these  causes  have  been  joined,  during  the 
last  three  years,  as  formerly  suggested,  the  effect  of  the  pre- 
emption law,  the  Increase  in  the  price  of  cotton,  and  Uie 
unusual  abundance  of  surplus  capital  in  1835,  seeking  new 
investments.  But  much  of  the  great  difierence  to  be  produ- 
ced by  these  causes  has,  perhaps,  happened  already.  What- 
extraordinaiy  increase  of  poptilation  and  demand  for  new 
lands  in  the  United  States,  may  hereafter  occur  by  emigra- 
tion from  Europe,  compared  with  former  years,  must  de- 
pend on  so  many  contingencies  both  here  and  there,  such 
as  good  or  bad  governments,  prosperity  or  decline  of  manu- 
factures, and  a  taste  for  emigration  to  new  lands  in  other 
?[uarterB  of  the  worid,  as  at  present  to  prevent  any  person 
rom  making  a  safe  estimate. 

DifficuUiea  in  Estimates  as  to  Customs  and  Lands. 
Comparative  and  speculative  views,  connected  with  the 
subject  of  our  receipts  from  customs  and  lands,  could  be 
further  extended,  but  their  practical  utility  might  be  deem- 
ed problematical,  as  sufficient  is  believed  to  have  been  al- 
ready stated  for  all  general  purposes.  Greater  confidence 
Voi^Xir..-B 


is  felt  in  the  estimate  submitted  for  the  receipts  from  cus- 
toms in  1836,  as  that  offered  last  year  for  1835,  founded  on 
somewhat  similar  data,  has  not  varied  from  the  ascertained 
and  estimated  actual  receipts  over  a  million  of  dollars ;  but 
the  actual  receipts  from  lands  have,  for  the  various  reasons 
before  explained,  differed  largely;  and,  united  with  the 
failure  to  pass  some  usual  and  anticipated  appropriations  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  have  caused  most  of  the  in- 
creased surplus  now  in  the  Treasuiy. 

The  difficulty  in  attaining  much  certainty  in  estimating 
the  receipts  from  either  customs  or  lands  in  any  particular 
year  in  a  country  so  new,  enterprising  and  prosperous  as 
ours,  has  ever  been  considerable,  in  adklition  to  the  fluctua- 
tions we  always  shall  be  liable  to  from  short  crops,  pestilence, 
and  war.  But  this  difficulty  will  be  more  strikingly  exem- 
plified till  1842,  under  the  material  alteration  from  credit  to 
cash  payments,  and  under  the  continued  biennial  changes  to 
which  the  tariff  is  now  subjected.  It  was  shown  in  1822, 
in  a  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that,  from  1802  to  that  time,  the  estimates  of  our  whole 
receipts  differed,  either  by  excesses  or  deficiencies,  from  the 
actual  receipts  in  different  years,  from  one  to  foity-three  per 
cent,  and  in  customs  alone,  from  three  to  seventy-three ;  be- 
ing an  average  of  about  sixteen  per  cent,  per  annum.  The 
difference  since  1822  has  been  carefully  examined,  and  is 
found  to  vary  from  less  than  one  per  cent,  to  over  forty-one, 
and  averages  annually  about  thirteen  per  cent.  But  the  ef- 
fects of  the  irregulanty  of  our  actual  receipts  into  the  Trea- 
sury in  any  particular  year,  whether  over  or  under  the  esti- 
mates, were  leas  noticeable,  and  were  of  less  comparative 
importance  before  the  final  payment  of  the  public  debt,  at 
the  close  of  183-1,  as  that  payment,  from  time  to  time,  cor- 
rected any  irregularity,  and  superseded  what  will  often  nere- 
after  be  inevitable  without  due  precaution :  the  necessity  of 
a  resort  to  new  legislation  whenever  any  considerable  excess 
or  deficiency  happens  to  occur  in  the  whole  revenue.  Be- 
side what  has  already  been  remarked  on  the  influence  which 
the  increased  cultivation  of  cotton  in  this  country  has  in  va- 
rious ways  exercised,  and  is  likely  to  exercise  nereafter  in 
our  revenue  from  customs  and  lands,  it  might  be  made  a  sub- 
ject of  further  and  very  interesting  inqmiy,  in  connexion 
with  the  uncertainty  of  the  estimates  on  those  subjects,  af- 
fecting, as  that  cultivation  does,  more  remotely,  not  only  our 
revenue  from  lands  and  customs,  the  balance  of  trade  and 
the  export  of  specie,  as  well  as  the  continuance,  by  means  of 
mutual  dependence  among  great  interests,  of  many  of  our 

graceful  and  prosperous  relations,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
ut  without  entering,  on  this  occasion,  into  further  details 
concerning  any  of  these  points,  it  may  be  mentioned  as  a 
vety  striking  result  connected  with  the  last  one,  and  as  fur- 
nishing a  strong  presumption  in  favor  of  greater  exemption 
hercaf&r  from  fluctuations  by  war  and  commercial  restric- 
tions, that  while  the  quantity  of  cotton  exported  from  this 
country  has  increased  from  half  a  million  of  pounds,  1790, 
to  over  380  millions,  in  1835,  and  has  exceeded  in  value, 
during  six  of  the  last  ten  years,  all  our  other  exports  of  do- 
mestic products  of  every  description,  the  manufacture  of  it 
at  home,  and  chiefly  in  the  northern  States,  has  increased 
from  consuming  only  a  few  bales,  to  more  than  ninety  mil- 
lions of  pounds  yearly,  and  to  that  extent  creates  a  new  and 
strong  bond  of  reciprocal  advantage  and  harmony.  And 
that  while  we  now  furnish,  instead  of  the  small  quantity  in 
the  first  years  of  our  Grovemment,  quite  fifteen-sixteenths 
of  the  whole  consumption  of  raw  cotton  by  England,  and 
seven-tenths  of  that  by  France,  all  the  present  exports  of  it 
to  Europe,  from  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  do  not  probably 
equal,  if  those  two  nations  could  obtain  the  whole,  one- 
third  of  what  they  now  consume,  or  one-fourth  of  what 
they  now  import  from  the  United  States  alone.  And  thus, 
while  neither  of  them  produces  any  of  the  raw  article,  ex- 
cept a  little  in  some  remote  dependencies,  that  they  have 
an  annual  manufacture  now  relying  on  it,  and  chiefly  on 
the  United  States,  eoualin  France  to  eighty  millions  of  dol* 
lars,  and  in  Englana  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  millions  of 
dollars;  and  constituting  in  the  latter,  after  it  supplies  her 
own  large  necessities  at  home,  over  one-half  in  value  of  her 
great  annual  exports  to  all  quarters  of  the  globe. 
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tlxylanation  qf  estimated  receipt*  from   Miscellanecua 
sources. 

The  ettiiiiate  of  reeeipU  from  Bank  dividends  has  been 
made  at  the  usual  rate,  computed  on  the  present  amount  of 
stock  still  owned  by  the  Umtcd  States,  independent  of  what 
belongs  to  the  navy  pension  fund.  Should  the  Bank  di- 
vide a  part  of  its  capital,  after  the  3d  of  March  next,  and 
before  the  close  of  the  year  1836,  the  dividends  received  for 
interest  or  proBts  will  probably  be  somewhat  lower;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  will  then  be  received  into  the 
Treasury,  instead  of  them,  a  due  proportion  of  the  capital 
stock. 

This  Department  made  seasonable  inquiries  of  the  Bank 
Itself,  as  to  its  probable  course,  in  respect  to  the  division  of 
its  capital,  with  a  view  to  apprize  Congress  of  the  revenue 
which  ought  to  be  anticipated  from  that  source  in  1836; 
but,  extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  at  a  period  so  near  the 
close  of  its  charter,  and  afler  tne  discontinuance  of  several 
pf  its  branches,  it  will  be  seen  bv  the  correspondence  an- 
nexed, (G,)  that  the  Bank  had  then  come  to  no  decision  on 
the  subject. 

The  sales  of  Bank  stock  to  the  navy  pension  (Vind  will 
nrobably  not  be  deemed  advisable  by  Congress,  after  the  3d 
March  next,  and  hence  the  receipts  from  those  sales  have 
been  estimated  less  than  usual. 

It  is  sum>oscd  that  the  other  receipts  from  miscellaneous 
sources  will  correspond  nearly  with  those  in  1835,  except 
that  the  sum  of  $b,235,  beloneins  to  this  Government  out 
of  the  Neapolitan  indemnity,  for  the  transportation  of  sea- 
men, at  the  time  our  vessels  were  seized,  having  in  the  first 
instalment  been  promptly  and  honorably  paid,  according  to 
treaty,  has,  since  the  last  annual  report,  been  adjusted,  and 
credited  under  this  general  head.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
add  that  about  $100,000  more  has  been  secured  by  means 
of  that  indemnity,  on  debts  of  long  standing,  due  from  se- 
veral of  the  claimants  to  the  United  States,  and  one-fiflh 
of  it  has  already  been  paid  into  the  Treasury.  In  pursu- 
ance of  the  act  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  the  balance  of 
the  first  instalment,  as  soon  as  the  awards  were  competed, 
was  paid  to  those  entitled  to  it,  and  <5ertificates  were  issued 
tor  the  remainder.  All  due  under  the  second  instalment 
has  since  been  punctually  dischiurfircd  by  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasurv  abroad,  and  af- 
ter some  delay  in  its  remittance  from  Naples  to  Paris,  with 
a  view  to  make  it  in  a  manner  most  advantageous  to  the 
claimants,  the  whole  has  been  received  here,  and  the  nett 
proceeds,  as  soon  as  ascertainable,  immediately  paid  over. 
Explanation  of  the  Estimates  and  Expenditures. 

The  expenditures  in  1836,  for  ordinary  purposes,  arc,  it 
has  been  seen,  estimated  at  a  still  lower  sum  than  they  were 
for  1835.  But  as  the  present  is  a  long  session  of  Congress, 
the  contingent  excesses  of  appropriations  beyond  the  gene- 
ral estimates,  explained  in  the  last  annual  report,  have  been 
submitted  as  likely  to  be  half  a  million  larger.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  state  that,  independent  of  the  payments  towards 
the  national  debt,  leaving  the  community  with  all  its  capi- 
tal and  energies  entirely  from  that  cause  unburdened  and 
untrammelled,  the  actual  expenditures  of  the  General  Go- 
vernment have,  on  other  subjects,  since  1833,  been  reduced 
about  four  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  or  near 
nine  millions  in  1834  and  1835,  and  the  country  at  large, 
during  the  same  period,  relieved  from  taxation  by  reduc- 
tions in  the  tariff",  equal  to  nearly  twelve  and  a  half  millions 
a  year,  or  about  twenty-five  millions  in  all.  The  proba- 
bilities as  to  still  further  reductions  in  our  expenditures  for 
ordinary  purposes  during  a  number  of  ensuing  years,  ex- 
cluding any  extraordinary  grants  on  account  of  the  present 
large  surplus,  or  other  causes,  can  best  be  weighed  by  a 
retrospect  to  the  chief  subjects  of  increase  during  a  few  past 
years,  and  by  a  discrimination  between  the  items,  which 
are  in  their  character  permanent  or  temporary,  and  which 
still  exist  or  have  alrei^dy  expired. 

The  chief  items  of  increased  expense  during  those  years, 
which  (from  an  increase  in  some  of  our  national  establish- 
ments, caused  by  obvious  reasons,  in  most  cases,  such  as 
ffreater  population  and  business,  and  rapidly  extending 
frontier)  will  probably  be  somewhat  permanent,  if  not  in 


some  instances  progressive,  are  most  of  tlie  large  additions 
to  the  le|{islative  expenses— the  gradual  augmentation  in  ap- 

^riations  for  the  Judiciary  and  the  salaries  of  District 
res— the  new  Bureau  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury— -tho 
corps  of  mounted  dragoons  in  the  army— the  increased 
number  of,  and  pay  to.  officers  in  the  navy,  and  the  ex- 
tra compensation  to  officers  of  the  customs  since  the  great 
reductions  in  the  tariff'.  The  chief  additional  items  of  ex-  • 
penditures  during  the  last  few  years,  which  may  be  deem- 
ed temporary  in  their  nature,  but  wluch  still  continue  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree^  are  the  large  increase  in  .'he  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  titles,  and  in  ^ants  of  Revolutionary 
pensioni^  the  payment  of  Virgima  commutation  claims; 
great  additions  to  our  light-houses  and  ciistom-house^  open- 
ing many  new  roads  in  the  Territories;  the  continuation  of 
the  Cumberland  road;  the  survey  of  the  coast;  more  nume- 
rous allowances  of  misceUaneous  claims,  and  the  building 
of  branch  mints,  commenced  the  present  year,  though  their 
future  support  will  be  a  new  item  of  permanent  expense. 
The  iMue  of  Virginia  land  scrip,  .virtually  receivable  in- 
stead of  money  for  lands,  is,  in  substance,  though  not  in 
form,  another  large  item;  because,  though  not  included  in 
the  usual  exhibit  of  expenditures,  it  has  in  the  last  four 
years  exceeded  a  million  of  dollars,  and  will  in  this  and  the 
ensuing  year,  probably  extend  to  eight  hundred  thousand 
more.  The  items  ot  magnitude  in  our  expenses,  which 
have  lately  existed,  but  are  now  either  terminated  or  sus- 
pended, are  the  building  of  the  Potomac  bridge,  though  iu 
repairs,  lighting,  and  £aws,  may  hereafter  oe  a  durable 
clmrge;  Macadamizing  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  several 
grants  of  money  for  other  purposes  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; repairs  of  the  Cumoerland  road;  finishing  and  en- 
larging some  of  the  public  buildings  here;  refunding  large 
amounts  of  duties  under  former  laws;  the  expenses  of  the 
war  with  the  Northwestern  Indians  in  1833;  repaymento 
for  advances  during  the  war  of  1812;  a  large  reimbursement 
of  the  naval  pension  fund;  several  special  expired  appropria- 
tions towards  naval  objects;  and  almost  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  public  debt.  A  tabular  sUtement  lurther 
illustrating  many  of  these  changes,  as  weU  as  others  under 
all  the  most  important  heads  of  expenditure,  by  exhibiting 
the  sums  yearly  paid  under  each  material  one  nt>m  1816  to 
1834,  inclusive,  has  been  prepared  with  care,  but  is  so  vo- 
lummous  that  it  will  not  be  submitted  to  Congress  until 
some  other  appropriate  occasion. 

In  the  estimates  for  extraordinary  purposes  the  present 
year,  it  will  be  seen  Oiat  most  of  the  increase  is  called  for  by 
the  omission  to  pass  the  annual  appropriations  last  year  for 
fortifications,  and  by  the  unusuall^  large  surplus  in  the  T^~ 
sury,  which  is  not  wanted  for  ordinary  obi ects,  and  which,  it 
is  supposed,  can  be  applied  usefully  to  nasten  those  great 
improvements  connected  with  our  military  and  navai  de- 
fences, and  which  are  of  a  character  admitted  by  all  to  be  na- 
tional, beneficial,  and  constitutional.  Under  our  high  state 
of  financial  prosperity,  and  reposing  in  peace,  the  best  period 
for  due  preparation  for  war,  the  undersigned  considers  the 
Treasury  in  a  proper  condition  to  meet  any  measures  which 
the  Executive  or  Uie  appropriate  Departments  haye  recom- 
mended for  these  desirable  objects,  as  well  as  any  similar  and 
additional  measures  which  Congress  may  be  likely  to  think 
required  by  prudent  foresight,  and  a  proper  regard  for  na- 
tional character  and  safety. 

y.  Surplus  in  the  TVeasury  and  disposUion  qfxi. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  available  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury over  all  outstanding  appropriations,  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1836,  is  estimated  at  aoout  ten  and  a  half  millions ; 
the  expenditures  for  the  "ensuing  year,  for  aU  porpoees, 
whether  ordinary  or  extraordinary,  enumerated  in  the  sche- 
dules at  more  than  twenty-three  millions,  and  the  receipU 
at  less  than  twenty  millions.  Hence  it  fc^ows,  that,  if  the 
approoriations  made,  and  the  reyenue  received  in  1836,  shall 
be  as  large  as  the  estimates  and  no  larger,  the  nett  surploe 
now  appUcablc  to  new  and  other  objects  will  probably,  in 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  become  reduced  to  a  ram  be- 
tween six  and  seven  millions.  This  sum,  therefore,  would 
in  those  evenU  remain  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1837,  at  a  nett 
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surplus,  unexpended  and  unpledged.  Consequently,  most 
of  It  could  now  be  applied  to  other  purposes,  not  included 
in  the  estimates,  ana  liberally  aid  in  promoting  any  con- 
stitutional objects,  which  Congress  may  deem  most  expe- 
dient 

An  unprecedented  spectacle  is  thus  (nresented  to  the  world 
of  a  Government,  not  only  virtually  without  any  debts,  and 
without  any  direct  taxation,  but  with  about  one-fourth  of  its 
whole  annual  ex(>enses  defrayed  from  sales  of  its  own  un- 
xmcumbered,  and  immense  tracta  of  public  lands,  and  no  re- 
sort to  even  indirect  taxation  necessary,  except  for  the  other 
three-fourths ;  and  the  proceeds  of  that  indirect  taxation, 
though  largeljT  and  frequently  reduced,  ^et  accumulating  so 
fast  as  to  require  further  legislation  to  dispose  of,  or  invest  a 
considerable  surplus  on  hand.  Whether  this  state  of  envi- 
able prosperity  be  justly  attributable  to  the  form  of  our  Gov- 
ernment— to  the  administration  of  it — to  the  character  of 
our  people — ^the  j^hysical  advantages  of  our  country — or  to 
all  comoined,  it  is  a  subject  of  strong  congratulation,  and 
exhibits  a  very  remarkable  phenomenon  in  the  histoiy  of 
taxation  and  finance.  Without  dwelling  on  these  primarr 
causes  of  our  fortunate  condition,  or  discussing  any  second- 
ary ones,  such  as  the  great  demand  and  reward  in  this 
country  for  either  labor  or  capital,  the  more  appropriate  in- 
-^uiry,  under  these  novel  circumstances,  and  on  an  occasion 
like  the  present,  seems  to  be  to  discover  the  most  judicious 
course  to  pursue  in  using  this  surplus,  and  in  preventing  or 
regulatins  its  future  accumulation. 

The  balance  now  on  hand,  or  anticipated,  does  not  differ 
fto  much  in  amount  from  that  at  several  prior  periods,  as  to 
require  any  extraordinary  steps,  if  the  same  available  mode 
existed,  of  employing  it  legally  and  beneficially,  without 
new  legislation.  There  were  three  former  years  in  our 
history,  viz :  1816, 46,  and  *17,  when  our  balances  on  hand, 
on  the  1st  of  January  each  year,  were  respectively  over  13, 
2:2,  and  14  millions  of  dollars,  and  in  1833,  over  11  millions. 
But  these  balances  were  either  unavulable  for  a  time,  or, 
whenever  productive,  were  soon  able  to  be  applied  in  the 
discharge  of  the  public  debt,  and  thus  to  prevent  longer  and 
larger  accumulations,  and  to  save  interest.  In  that  way, 
being  reduced  from  time  to  time,  they  at  no  other  period 
have  ever  exceeded  ten  millions,  though  on  four  other  oc- 
casions they  have  accumulated  beyond  nine  millions.  But, 
happily  for  the  country,  it  is  no  longer  compelled  to  part 
with  its  resources  to  discharge  heavy  burdens,  imposed  in 
former  ti%Bs ;  and  in  the  present  prosperous  state  of  our 
finances,  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  that,  in  order  to  reduce 
the  present  surplus,  there  might  be  first,  and  judiciously  au- 
thorized, for  purposes  not  enumerated  in  any  of  the  esti- 
mates, other  beneficial  expenditures  for  objects  clearl;jr  law- 
ful and  useful.  Not  considering  it  the  province  of  this  De- 
partment, in  an  annual  report,  to  enter  into  minute  details 
in  relation  to  the  selection  of  those  objects,  the  undersign- 
ed would  merelj  advert  to  a  few  prominent  ones,  about 
which  no  constitutional  difficulties  interpose ;  such  as  the 
erection  of  suitable  and  necessary  buildings  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Government,  whether  in  this  city  or  the  differ- 
ent States,  and  the  eariier  commencement  of  important 
works  contemplated,  and  the  more  rapid  completion  of  others 
already  begun,  which  are  essentially  connected  with  Uie 
commerce,  the  navy,  or  the  frontier  defences  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Since  the  general  estimates  were  closed,  but  appended  to 
them  in  a  note,  various  additional  improvements  at  the 
navy  yards  alone,  requiring  the  appropriation  of  three 
and  a  half  millions,  have  been  specified  and  submitted  by 
the  Navy  Department,  and  which,  in  its  opinion,  could  be 
now  usefully  undertaken.  If  so  many  works  of  these  de- 
Bcriptions  should  now  be  authorized,  or  hastened  by  Con- 
gress, as  were  unquestionable  in  their  utility  and  charac- 
ter, and  were  likely  to  be  sufficient  to  absorb  the  present 
and  anticipated  surplus  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury  from 
ordinary  sources,  it  is  hoped  that,  ere  long,  additional  re- 
ceipts from  our  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
would  probably  be  more  than  sufficient  to  ensure  their 
completion.  But  if  the  surplus  from  all  sources  should 
hereafter,  firom  any  cause,  appear  likely  to  become  earlier 


exhausted,  some  of  those  works  could  be  suspended,  or 
again,  as  heretofore,  be  less  rapdly  hastened. 

If  it  be  not  deemed  expedient,  in  this  or  any  other  man- 
ner, now  to  appropriate  all  the  present  surplus,  this  De- 
partment thinks  that  the  most  eligible  course  concerning 
any  probable  residue,  after  deducting  all  outstanding  ap- 
propriatons  which  may  be  made,  and  enough  to  render  oui 
fiscal  system  efficient,  easy,  and  prompt,  would  be,  that 
Congress  retain  such  residue  under  its  control,  and  pro- 
vide for  its  investment  for  a  short  period  as  a  provident 
fund,  to  be  ready  to  meet  anjr  contingencies  attending  the 
great  reduction  contemplated  in  our  revenue  hereafter,  or, 
m  the  mean  time,  to  strengthen  our  financial  position  un- 
der the  additional  burden  of  any  large  claims  now  pending, 
which  Congress  may  deem  it  just  to  allow,  or  at  any  fu- 
ture moment  to  aid  under  those  inevitable  and  great  fiuc« 
tuations  in  revenue  and  expenditure  from  which  no  coun- 
try is  exempt,  and  which  no  human  sagacity  can  wholly 
prevent.  For  all  such  occurrences  it  is  often  economical, 
and,  especially  in  our  present  prosperous  condition,  with 
surplus  money  on  hand,  it  is  consistent  with  a  wise  fore- 
sight and  sound  political  prudence,  to  be  previously  and 
well  guarded.  Whatever  demands  on  such  a  fund  may 
occur  before  1842,  it  is  certain,  under  our  existing  laws,  as 
before  explained,  that  the  revenue  from  customs  must 
then,  within  a  few  months,  be  reduced  in  the  large  sum  of 
nearly  six  millions  o(  dollars.  It  is  further  probable  that 
our  whole  revenue  from  customs  will,  by  the  close  of  that 
year,  have  fallen  to  only  nine  millions;  and  from  lands, 
(for  public  ui^,)  have  risen  not  to  much  above  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  both  making  but  thirteen  million  of  dol- 
lars, instead  of  their  present  annual  amount  of  over  twen- 
ty. For  that  great  and  sudden  change,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  the  count^  should  then  be  prepared  by  a  diminished 
expenditure,  and  a  proper  surplus  on  haiM,  to  meet  any 
probable  deficiency,  so  as  not  to  require  new  or  increased 
taxation  to  defray  the  expenses  then  necessary.  It  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  that  the  Revolutionary  pension  list 
will  by  that  time  have  chiefiv  disappeared— the  Indian  titles 
have  been  mostly  extinguished — our  necessary  and  conve- 
nient public  buildings  throughout  the  country  mostly  finish- 
ed, and  our  fortifications  aim  navy,  if  the  appropriations  in 
the  meantime  be  liberal,  will  have  been  placed  in  a  proper 
attitude  to  meet  any  hostile  aggressions  without  the  con- 
tinuance of  extraordinary  appropriations.  By  this  system, 
evincing  a  just  and  far-sighted  liberality  in  ^nts  to  ob- 
jects clearly  national  and  necessary,  and  pursuing  a  course 
of  rigid  economy  and  due  retrenchment,  where  the  great 
interests  of  the  Union  will  permit,  our  expenses,  though 
they  must  firom  our  rapidly  extending  population,  business, 
and,  frontier,  increase  in  some  particulars,  in  nearly  a  cor« 
responding  ratio,  and  may  not,  as  a  whole;  become  reduced 
exactly  to  the  amount  of  revenue  received;  yet  they  will, 
if  no  unforeseen  calamities  occur,  so  nearly  approach  it, 
that  a  surplus  of  a  few  millions,  duly  invested  and  retain- 
ed, would  doubtless  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  resort  then, 
or  soon  after,  to  more  taxes. 

The  investment  of  this,  or  any  othdr  surplus  not  soon 
wanted,  could  be  effected,  till  wanted,  in  any  mode  most 
agreeable  to  Congress,  in  whom  the  whole  power  on  this  sub- 
ject resides,  and  without  whose  e3[press  authority  nothing 
can  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
But,  as  it  may  not  be  deemed  necessary  or  expedient  soon  to 
resort  to  any  such  investment,  an  explanation  at  this  time  of 
the  different  modes  in  which  it  might  be  accomplished,  with 
the  opinion  of  the  Department  on  their  peculiar  merits  and 
demerits,  would  perhaps  be  considered  useless,  and  conse- 
quently only  two  general  principles  will  now  he  proposed, 
which  are  respectfwly  suggested,  as  proper  to  have  a  material 
bearing  on  the  whole  subject.  First,  that,  whatever  mode 
may  be  adopted,  it  should  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  act  of 
March,  1817,  which  has  been  in  successful  operation  ever 
since  the  surpluses  became  likely  to  be  lai^e  and  frequent, 
and  which  re^juired,  before  the  investment  of  them  in  pur- 
chase or  extinguishment  of  tlie  public  debt,  that  enough 
should  be  left  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  outstanding  appro* 
priationsj  and  two  millions  more  to  secure  facility  and  prompt- 
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itude  in  its  various  and  distant  operations.  And,  second- 
ly, that,  following  the  analogy  of  the  above  act,  which  sepa- 
rated the  investment  of  any  surplus  for  pecuniary  profit  en- 
tirely from  the  management  of  the  pubbc  deposites  and  the 
duties  of  Deposite  Banks,  it  should  leave  the  Bank  agents  oi 
the  Treasury,  as  they  and  all  its  other  fiscal  agents,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Ghivemment,  have  been  left,  wholly 
disconnected,  so  far  as  practicable,  in  regard  to  their  agen- 
cies, with  the  dangerous  relation  of  borrowers  from  the 
Treasury,  for  reloaning  and  for  private  gain.  Should  either 
of  the  above  courses  not  be  deemed  advisable,  so  far  as  to 
exhaust  all  the  unnecessary  surplus  on  hand,  the  residue,  if 
not  larffe,  could  be  gradually  disposed  of  by  making  a  fur- 
ther reduction,  whenever  just  and  safe,  in  the  revenue  here- 
aiier  accruing  from  customs. 

To  obtain  the  balance  estimated  to  exist  in  thtf  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  1836,  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  is  computed 
to  be  received  from  that  source,  and  chiefly  to  accrue  m  the 
ensuinff  year;  and  if  a  part  of  it  should  be  considered  not 
desirable  for  any  purposes  whatever,  it  could  be  much,  and 
perhaps  usefidly,  lessened,  by  an  early  diminution  of  the 
existing  duties  on  certain  articles  not  supposed  to  be  vital- 
ly connected  with  our  domestic  manuftctures.  The  most 
prominent  of  these  articles  are  Wines  and  Silks  from  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope.  They  both  yield,  in  duties, 
over  half  a  million  per  annum;  or,  in  1834,  Wines,  over 
)H45,000,  and  India  Silks,  over  $171,000;  all  of  which 
might  well  be  repealed  unless  Congress  should  consider  the 
former  a  judicious  tax  on  a  luxury,  and  the  latter  as  an  en- 
couragement to  the  domestic  product  of  Silk,  which  is  be- 
coming widely  and  successfully  established;  and  which,  if 
deemed  a  proper  object  of  incidental  protection  by  legisla- 
tion, (contraiy  to  the  views  lately  entertained  by  Congress,) 
would  require  a  restoration  of  tne  duty  on  European  Silks 
how  entirely  free.  Other  articles  could  be  selected,  on 
whieh  the  present  duties  could  be  reduced  and  repealed,  at 
least  to  the  extent  of  $400,000  annually,  without  injuring, 
it  is  anticipated,  any  domestic  manufactures,  or  agricultu- 
ral branch  of  industry,  or  impairing  the  spirit  and  good  faith 
of  the  compromise  intended  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  March 
3,  1833,  and  which  the  undersigned  would  most  scrupu- 
lously preserve  unviolated.  On  this  subject  a  detailed  re- 
port will  soon  be  presented  to  the  Senate,  in  conformity  to 
a  resolution  of  that  body,  passed  at  the  last  session,  ft  is 
his  deliberate  opinion,  that  such  of  those  reductions  as  are 
deemed  permissible,  under  the  above  limitations,  should  now 
be  made;  and  the  balance  remaining,  if  too  great  for  com- 
mon fiscal  purposes,  be  temporarily  and  prontably  invested, 
rather  than  a  large  surplus  should  continue  to  be  collected 
for  the  express  end  of  being,  in  any  way,  finally  disposed 
of,  otherwise  than  by  appropriations  to  nseftd  and  constitu- 
tional objects. 

The  people,  themselves,  it  is  believed,  can  best  manage 
.  -all4heir  own  money,  which  they  and  their  representatives 
think  may  not  be  wanted  for  public  purposes,  and  it  would 
seem  to  be  far  preferable  to  leave  it  origmally  in  their  pos- 
session, than  to  withdraw  it  for  the  expensive  operation  of 
returning  it  substantially  to  the  place  whence  it  came,  and 
that,  probably,  in  a  manner  not  conformable  to  the  consti- 
tution, till  alter  the  delay  of  procuring  an  amendment  to  it, 
and  oven  then,  not  expedient,  because  calculated,  injudi- 
ciously, to  stKngthen  Uie  General  Government,  and  to  ren- 
der the  States  more  dependent  on  a  great  central  power 
for  yearly  and  important  resources.  Indeed,  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  public  lands,  whose  unusually  large  sales  the 
past  year  are  the  source  of  most  of  the  present  surplus, 
would,  if  their  sales  should  not  thereby  be  much  increased, 
seem  another  mode  &r  more  natural  to  obviate  the  present 
difTicuIty.  But  before  adopting  it,  this  and  various  other 
considenitions  must  be  weighed,  and  it  must  be  fblly  con- 
sidered, whether  all  the  revenue  anticipated  from  them  at 
their  present  prices,  would  not  be  necessary  afler  the  great 
reductions  in  the  tariff,  in  1842,  and  whether  a  resort  to  a 
higher  tarifi"  would  not  then  become  indispensable,  if  the 
average  receipts  from  lands  or  customs  should  from  any 
new  legislation  become  then  much  diminished,  below  the 
estimates  which  have  been  submitted  on  the  pcesent  occasion. 


VI.  DtpogUt  Banks  and  tfu  Currency. 

This  Department  takes  pleasure  in  stating  that  Che  pub- 
lic money  continues  to  be  collected  and  deposited,  under  ths 
present  system  of  selected  Banks,  with  great  esse  and  econ- 
omy in  all  cases,  and  with  greater  in  some,  than  at  any 
former  period.  The  transfers  of  it  to  every  quarter  of  the 
countiy,  where  it  is  needed  for  disbursement,  have  sever 
been  effected  with  more  promptitude,  and  have  been  made 
entirely  free  of  expense  to  the  Treasury.  The  paynenta 
to  creditors,  officers,  and  pensioners,  have  been  punctual 
and  convenient,  and  the  wnole  fiscal  operations  through  the 
State  Banks  have  as  yet  proved  highly  satisfactofy.  Inci- 
dental to  this,  the  facilities  that  have  been  furnished  to  the 
commercial  community  in  domestic  exchanges,  were  proba- 
bly never  greater,  or  at  so  moderate  rates.  In  the  course  of 
tms  year,  additional  depositories  have  been  selected  in  four 
States,  where  no  new  ones  before  existed,  and  all  the 
branches  of  the  United  States  Bank,  for  some  months,  have 
been  discontinued  for  ordinary  fiscal  purposes.  They  are, 
however,  still  used,  as  claimed  by  the  Bank,  under  acte  of 
Congress,  for  the  payment  of  the  outstanding  portions  of 
the  mnded  debt,  and  of  invalid  and  other  pennons,  prior  to 
1832,  except  where  the  Department  has  been  notified  that 
the  Branches  were  withdrawn,  as  in  Now  Hampshire, 
Connecticut,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Missouri,  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, Maiyland,  South  Carolina,  and  the  interior  of 
Wew  York.  The  whole  number  of  selected  Banks^  with- 
out including  branches,  is  thirty-four,  bein^g,  notwithstand- 
ingthe  addition  of  four  new  ones,  less  by  six  than  last  year. 

This  diminution  has  been  effected  by  the  discontinuance 
of  various  old,  and  to  the  Treasury,  unimportant  institu- 
tions, employed  before  1833,  in  connection  with  the  United 
States  Bank,  and  by  adding  no  new  ones,  except  where 
the  public  interests  seemed  to  render  it  imperative  or  expe- 
dient. A  great,  though  not  the  chief  cause  of  s<»ne  loss, 
which  formerly  happened  in  the  deposites  in  the  Stats 
Banks,  is  believed  to  have  been  the  multiplication  of  then 
to  something  over  one  hundred  in  number.  The  system  is 
now  arranged  so  as  probably  to  require,  hereafter,  few 
changes  except  in  two  or  three  instances,  concerning  which 
a  correspondence  is  now  pending,  unless,  as  is  not  antici- 
pated, such  onerous  conditions  should  be  exacted  by  Con- 
gress, of  the  present  safe  and  efficient  depositories,  as  to 
derange  the  system,  induce  some  of  them  to  withdraw,  and 
compel  the  Department  to  intrust  the  public  funds  to  other 
agents,  less  cautious,  skilful,  and  trustworthy.  Great  care 
has  been  exercised  in  preparing  from  the  last  refVims  made 
to  this  Department,  and  from  data  since  obtained,by  an  ex- 
tensive correspondence,  tabular  statements,  wl)icK  show  in 
the  most  essential  particulars,  as  near  the  1st  of  Januarr, 
1835,  and  as  fully  as  could  be  obtained,  (he  names  and 
condition  of  each  of  the  State  Banks  in  the  Union,  of  each 
of  the  selected  Banks,  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  of 
ail  combined.  They  exhibit  further,  the  capital  and  situa- 
tion of  all  the  Banks  in  each  of  the  large  cities  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  well  as  of  all  in  each  State,  arranged  togcthei 
for  convenience  of  reference,  and  the  changes  which  have 
since  happened,  in  the  condition  of  the  Deposite  and  Uni- 
ted States  Banks.  So  far  as  regards  the  capital,  diseonnu, 
&c.  of  all  the  State  Banks,  only  the  general  exhibit  of  the 
aggregate  results  in  each  State,  is  now  communicated;  but 
in  a  few  days,  all  the  voluminous  details  on  those  points 
will  be  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  com- 
pliance with  iU  resolution  of  the  10th  of  July,  1632.   (Hi  4 

It  win  be  seen  that  the  situation  of  the  selected  Banks^as 
a  whole,  bears  an  enviable  comparison  with  the  rest. 

In  all  cases  deemed  proper,  they  have  given  coUatcraJ 
security,  and  are  believed  to  be  entirely  safe,  to  the  extent 
they  have  been  confided  in.  Their  discounts  have  been,  in 
general,  somewhat  increased,  but,  though  tempted  by  the 
enterprising  spirit  of  the  times,  not  usually  increased  in  s 
degree  disproportioned  to  all  their  immediate  avail abki 
means.  They  have  also,  in  some  cases, '  been  able  to  aid, 
and  have  liberally  aided,other  banking  institutions  in  their 
neighborhood,  by  as  large  and  long  bidances,  and  other  in- 
dulgences, as  would  generally  appear  to  have  been  sanction- 
ed by  correct  principles*    Ths  names  of  each,  with  the 
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amount  of  money  in  each  belonging  to  the  Treaaury,  and 
eubject  to  draft,  not  only  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
■entyear,  but  at  the  very  last  returns  received,  can  be  seen 
in  three  of  the  columns  of  the  statement.  (H.  Nos.  2  ft.  3.) 
The  distribution  of  these  sums  u  generally  that  which  has 
been  g[iven  to  them  by  circumstances  connected  with  their 
collection  and  disbursement.  No  occasion  has  arisen,  in 
which  the  Department  feltjustified  in  making  transfers  of 
the  public  money,  except  from  points  where  it  had  accu- 
mulated in  the  natural  course  of  collection,  much  beyond 
the  present  and  early  anticipated  wants  of  the  Gt}vernment 
in  that  neighborhood,  or  in  sums  not  proportioned  to  the 
responsibihty  of  the  public  depositories  there,  and  to  points 
where  it  either  would  be  better  eecured,  or  probably  soon  be 
needed  for  disbursement,  or  could,  from  the  course  of  trade 
and  exchange,  be  more  readily  applied  to  any  new  objects 
which  Congress  would  be  likely  soon  to  sanction.  Tjiese 
transfers,  when  rendered  necessary,  have  been  performed 
in  luch  directions,  and  so  gradually,  that,  it  is  believed, 
they  have  tended  to  obviate  rather  than  create  any  pressure 
in  the  money  market,  and  to  aid  materially  the  course  ot 
business  in  exchange8,and  the  other  commercial  operations 
of  the  country. 

The  Department  is  aware  that,  in  the  present  overflow- 
ing condition  of  the  Treasury,  the  regulation  of  these  op- 
erations, with  the  selection  and  superintendence  of  the 
Deposite  Banks,  is  a  task  of  no  small  difficulty  and  deli- 
cacy, and  when  governed  by  a  strict  and  uniform  adhe- 
rence to  sound  pimciples,  as  has  been  attempted,  must  ne- 
cessarily lead  to  many  diiuippointed  applications.  But  in 
the  absence  of  that  specinc  legislation  on  the  subject 
which  has  been,  and  stul  is,  earnestly  requested — the  De- 
partment has  not  hesitated  (it  is  hoped  faithfhlly^  to  dis- 
charge, and  franklj  to  explain  the  duties,  and  the  high  and 
Ctul  responsibihty,  which  so  much  discretionary  power 
imposed. 

For  various  reasons  of  public  importance,  it  was  deemed 
desirable,  and  measures  have  been  adopted,  and  recommen- 
dations urged,  that  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  a  number  of 
selected  Banks  should  be  still  more  increased,  in  compari- 
son with  their  issues  and  depositee,  and  that  a  still  larger 
portion  of  the  whole  currency  of  the  country,  especiuly 
for  small  purposes,  should  be  metallic.  In  improvement  of 
the  currency  during  the  past  year,  man^  of  the  selected 
Banks  have  not  only  continued  to  obtain  and  pay,  when 
wanted,  to  the  public  creditors,  American  gold,  but  have 
entered  into  salutary  arranffements  for  the  redemption,  in 
our  large  cities,  of  most  of  Uieir  bills,  which  may  be  receiv- 
ed in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  It  is  hoped,  that  in  the 
progress  of  time,  these  beneficial  arrangements  may  be 
further  extended  to  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  bills  in  circula- 
tion, of  the  large  institutions,  and  the  introduction  of  hard 
money  for  the  ordinary  uses'  of  life,  be  facilitated,  b^  all 
the  Banks  ceasing  to  circulate  bills  of  small  denominauons. 
It  is  gratifying  to  Ind,  that  since  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, in  addition  to  the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
V  ir^nia,  Geoipa,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  North  Carolina, 
Indiana,  and  Kentucky,  which,  before  that  time,  are  be- 
lieved not  to  have  allowed  the  circulation  of  bills  under 
five  dollars:  others,  viz:  Mfune,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  and  Alabama,  have  united  in  similar  legisla- 
tive measures,  except  Connecticut,  has,  as  yet,  extended 
the  prohibition  to  only  one  and  two  dollar  bills. 

In  Mississippi  and  Illinois,  it  is  understood  that  bills  un- 
der five  dollars  have  not  recently  been  issued,  and  Missouri 
has  no  bank  issuing  bills  of  any  denomination.  So  that 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  States  have  already  usages  or 
laws  in  existence,  on  this  subject,  of  a  highly  salutary  ten- 
dency. The  groat  benefits  which  have  already  resulted  to 
the  general  condition  of  the  currency  where  such  measures 
have  been  tested,  besides  numerous  others  to  the  security 
of  the  banks  themselves,  and  to  the  less  moneyed  classes 
of  society,  detailed  in  the  supplement  to  the  last  annual  re- 
port from  this  Department,  would  seem  to  be  a  sufficient 
inducement  for  siimlar  legislation  on  this  important  subject 
in  all  the  States.  In  some  of  them,  where  no  laws  have 
yet  been  passed  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  small  notes, 


their  Deposite  Banks  have  voluntarily  entered  into  ar- 
rangements not  to  issue  certain  descriptions  of  them,  and 
most  of  the  Deposite  Banks  have,  in  a  correspondence  with 
the  Department,  evinced  a  willingness  to  co-operate  in  the 
suppression  of  small  notes,  whenever  the  regulation  can 
be  made  general.  The  Treasury,  so  &r  as  seemed  prac« 
ticable  and  judicious  with  its  present  powers,  has  en- 
deavored to  promote  so  desirable  an  end,  not  only  by  insti- 
tuting the  inquiries  in  that  correspondence,  but  by  instrue- 
tions  to  its  collecting  officers  not  to  receive  in  payment  wy 
bills  under  five  dollars  afler  the  30th  of  September,  1835, 
(I).  It  proposes  to  go  further  on  this  point  the  ensuing 
year,  so  as  to  prevent  the  receipt  for  public  dues  of  aO 
bank  notes  under  ten  dollars,  unless  Congress  in  the  mean 
time  shall  adopt  some  new  provisions  on  this  subject,  simi* 
lar,  it  is  hoped,  to  what  previously  have  been,  and  still  are, 
urg^  by  this  Department,  not  only  as  to  the  Deposite 
Banks,  and  the  kind  of  bills  received  for  the  revenue,  but 
as  to  the  suppression  entirely  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
of  the  circulation  of  any  buik  notes  under  ten  dollars  in 
amount. 

The  means  for  a  sound  currency  in  this  country  are  at 
present  ample.  Within  the  last  two  years,  or  from  October 
1st,  1833,  to  November  1st,  1835,  in  addition  to  the  former 
stock  of  specie,  there  has  been  imported  into. the  United 
States,  beyond  the  exports  from  it,  with  a  due  allowance  for 
what  does  not  appear  on  the  Custom  House  books,  more 
than  twenty-seven  millions;  and  the  produce  of  our  own 
mines  within  that  period  is  estimated  to  have  been  over 
three  millions.  Hence  the  whole  amount  of  specie  now  in 
the  country  probably  exceeds  the  sum  of  sixty-four  mil- 
lions, and  the  means  of  the  community  to  obtain  more  from 
abroad,  to  meet  any  contemplated  changes  in  the  character 
of  our  currency,  were  never  greater.  The  actual  amount 
of  specie  returned,  and  estimated  as  belonging  to  all  the 
Banks  in  the  United  States,  about  the  1st  of  January, 
1835,  was  near  fort^-four  millions.  As  a  portion  of  that 
may  have  been  bulhon,  a  sum  quite  equallinff,  if  not  ex- 
ceeding the  remainder  of  twenty  millions  probably  consists 
of  the  amount  of  specie  in  active  circulation,  which  has 
been  somewhat  increased  throughout  the  country  during 
the  last  two  years,  so  that  if  the  remaining  small  bills  in 
circulation  under  five  dollars  in  the  whole  Union,  which 
are  chiefly  in  seven  States,  and  which  probably  do  not  ex- 
ceed six  or  seven  millions,  were  withdrawn,  it  would  not 
require,  to  supply  their  places,  one-third  of  the  addition 
which  has  been  made  in  the  last  two  years  to  the  national 
stock  of  the  precious  metals.  The  specie  on  hand  in  banks 
will  in  this  way,  as  it  ought,  soon  bear  a  larger  proportion  to 
their  notes  in  circulation,  and  the  security  and  real  useful- 
ness of  all  banking  institutions  to  the  communit3r  be  thus 
greatly  augmented.  The  specie  in  active  circulation,  thus 
increased  by  excluding  small  notes,will  constitute,  while  re- 
tained in  the  country,  a  great  and  safe  reliance  for  banks  to  . 
depend  on,  (beside  what  belongs  to  them  in  their  vaults,) 
whenever  an  unfavorable  course  of  exchange  abroad,  or  a 
panic  at  home,should  cause  an  unusual  demand  for  specie  to 
be  shipped  abroad,  to  meet  a  balance  of  trade  against  us,  of 
to  bo  used  in  circulation  at  home,  by  those  whose  confi- 
dence, from  real  or  imaginary  causes,  may  for  a  time  become 
diminished  in  the  security  of  banks.  When  the  further 
suppression  of  small  notes,  extending  to  all  under  ten  dol- 
lars in  amount,  shall  be  deemed  advisable  by  Congress  and 
the  States,  no  doubt  is  entcrUined  that  sufficient  specie 
can  and  will  be  readily  found  to  supply  their  place,  in  con- 
nexion with  what  now  exists  in  the  country.  The  propor- 
tion of  specie  to  bank  notes  in  circulation  will  not  then  be 
so  great  as  it  is  in  all  the  most  commercial  nations  in  Eu- 
rope. (See  Table  of  Circulation,  in  Sup.  Rcpt.  1834.) 
How  much  further  it  may  be  deemed  feasible  to  go,  with  a 
fair  prospect  of  advantage  to  the  community  and  our  cur- 
rency, can  be  better  settled  at  that  time  than  the  present. 

Under  its  new  valuation,  the  coinage  of  gold  at  the 
mint  from  the  1st  of  Auisust,  1834,  to  the  lut  of  November, 
1835,  has  been  $5,471,505,  or  over  treble  the  amount  sup- 
posed to  have  been  coined  in  any  previous  period  of  similar 
length.    The  ratio  has  been  somewhat  lessened  the  last  six 
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months  by  se^'eral  causes,  of  which  an  important  one  has 
been  the  desire  to  provide  more  quarter  eagles^  and  a  foil 
supply  of  silver  change  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  in 
Beveral  States  from  the  withdrawal  of  small  notes  from 
circulation.  The  coinage  of  silver  has  been  extended  in 
the  first  eiffht  months  or  this  year  to  over  eight  and  a  third 
millions  of  pieces,  which  is  believed  to  be  much  beyond 
the  number  m  the  same  portion  of  any  preceding  year. 
The  building  of  the  three  branch  mints,  and  the  procuring 
of  their  amnropriate  machinery,  authorized  by  tne  act  of 
the  3d  of  March  last,  was  devolved  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  on  this  Department,  and  has  been  prosecuted 
with  all  practicable  despatch. 

The  estimates  and  views  of  the  Director  on  that  subject, 
as  well  as  on  other  improvements  connected  with  this  im- 
portant and  increasing  establishment,  will,  with  its  whole 
operations,  the  current  year,  and  the  details  on  the  progress 
made  in  the  new  buildings  and  machinery,  be  seasonably 

S'esented  in  a  separate  communication;  and  this  Depart- 
ent  does  not,  on  this  occasion,  deem  it  necessary  to  invite 
rial  attention  to  any  thing  ftirther  connected  with  either 
Mint  or  our  coinage,  except  the  several  recommenda- 
tions  relating  to  them,  which  were  contained  in  its  last  an- 
nual report. 

The  same  reasons  then  assigned  for  closing,  by  a  special 
act  of  Confess,  the  concerns  of  the  sinking  fund,  and  of 
the  connexion  of  the  Government,  after  the  3d  of  March 
next,  with  the  United  States  Bank,  on  the  subject  of  both 
the  national  debt  and  of  pensions  allowed  previous  to  1832, 
apply  now  with  increased  force.  It  b  considered  that  no- 
thing need  be  added  to  the  suggestions  then  made  on  these 
points,  or  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  the  dividends  due 
the  United  States  by  the  Bank  for  its  claim  for  damages  on 
what  is  called  the  bill  of  exchange  on  the  Government  of 
France. 

As  Congress  has  never  yet  given  its  sanction  to  that 
claim,  or  made  an^  appropriation  for  its  payment,  it  is  very 
desirable  that,  in  its  final  proceedings  concerning  the  affairs 
of  the  Gh)vernment  with  the  Bank,  some  special  direction 
should  be  included  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  re- 
ports to  be  required,  and  sgency  exercised  over  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Bank  the  ensuing  two  years,  by 
any  public  officer.  A  direction  seems  proper  also,  as  in 
1813,  concerning  the  receipt  of  the  bilb  of  the  Bank  for 
public  dues,  after  the  3d  of  March  next;  and  on  the  dispo- 
sition or  investment  of  the  interest  of  the  United  States  in 
its  capital  stock,  whenever  paid  over  to  the  Treasury.  Some 
explicit  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  above  claim 
for  damages,  is  verj  desirable  in  another  view,so  as  to  enable 
this  Department,  in  case  of  the  receipt  of  any  part  of  the 
French  indemnity,  to  decide  correctly  whether  the  divi- 
dends seized  by  the  Bank  should,  in  any  event,  be  eonsi- 
dered  the  loss  of  the  United  States;  or  should  be  deducted 
'from  the  amount  received  for  the  claimants  under  the  trea- 
ty, li:  whose  behalf  the  business  was  transacting,  in  which 
the  demand  for  damages  originated,  and  to  whose  credit  the 
present  act  of  Congress  requires  shall  be  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury only  "  the  nett  proceeds"  of  each  instalment. 

VII.  MisceUantoiu  subJecU. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year,  the  Department  has,  at 
various  ports,  discontinued,  as  not  necessary,  fourteen  cus- 
tom-house officers,  and  at  others  reduced  the  compensation 
of  a  few.  This  has  enabled  it  to  augment  the  number 
and  compensation  at  some  other  points,  where  the  increase 
of  business  appeared  to  demand  it,  thouj^h  not,  in  all  pla- 
cesj  to  the  extent  desired.  From  the  diminished  tempta- 
tion to  smuggling,  under  our  reduced  tariff,  this  Department 
has  felt  justified  m  lessening  the  number  of  revenue  cutters 
two,  or  one-tenth  of  the  whole;  the  number  of  boats  three, 
and  the  number  of  officers  and  men  over  fifty,  making  here- 
after an  annual  saving  in  these  respects,  of  about  $20,000. 
After  full  inquiry,  all  has  been  effected  on  this  subject  which 
the  public  interests  appear  now  to  justify,  the  expenses  of 
collection  in  this  and  other  particulars  should  be  considered 
in  reference  to  the  gross^  and  not  as  is  sometimes  inadver- 
tently done,  the  nclt  revenue;  the  former  being  the  amount 


which  the  custom-house  establishment  must  actually  as- 
sess ,  and  the  difference  between  them  bong  in  put  paid 
out  for  other  objects  than  the  mere  expenses  of  cculection ; 
such  as  bounties  on  the  fisheries,  and  refunding  of  duties. 
In  deciding  on  the  reasonableness  of  those  expenses,  it 
must  be  manifest  that  a  certain  number  of  officers,  cutters, 
boats,  &c.  e^ual  to  the  collection  of  a  large  sum,  cannot  be 
dispensed  with,  at  many  places,  if  any  revenue,  however 
small,  is  to  be  collected ;  else  there  would  be  no  adequate 
security  against  illicit  trade,  and  no  means  of  fumiahing 
proper  entries,  cleaiances,  and  other  papers,  to  those  en- 
gaged in  navigation,  though  their  trade  may  be  almost  ex- 
clusively in  the  present  large  amount  of  free  goods,  or  in 
our  widely  extended  coasting  business. 

In  computing  the  rate  per  cent,  for  coUed&nf^  the  reve- 
nue, it  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  rate  is  larger,  as 
the  amount  collected  diminishes,  and  smaller  as  H  increases, 
though  the  whole  actual  expense  of  collection  per  annum 
remains  the  same.  Furthermore,  the  necessuy  cost  of 
collecting  thirty  millions  of  dollars  at  the  same  poits  obvi- 
ously nwd  be  but  little  more  than  to  collect  halt  that  sum, 
though  the  per  centa^e,  in  one  case,  will  be  douUe  what  it 
is  in  the  other.  This  Department,  since  the  reduction  of 
the  whole  duties  to  be  collected  in  1833,  and  the  corres- 
ponding decrease  in  the  inducements  to  smuggle,  haa  eu- 
deavorra  to  reduce  the  whole  actual  expenses,  and  has,  in 
some  degree,  been  successful,  though  the  whole  cost  of 
collection  may  still  constitute  a  larger  per  centage  than  at 
some  former  periods,  as  the  whole  alnount  of  revenue  is  so 
much  lessened. 

Thus,  from  1790  to  1704,  that  cost,  though  small  in  it- 
self, rose,  in  some  of  those  years,  to  more  than  5  I-^  ?«* 
cent,  on  a  small  revenue,  or  to  about  the  same  as  in  1833 
and  '34,  and  which  is  quite  2  per  cent,  lower  than  the  ave- 
rage in  England,  and  4  per  cent,  lower  than  in  France. 
But,  in  most  intermediate  years,  for  reasons  before  stated, 
and  others  too  obvious  for  recital,  the  cost  of  collecting  our 
revenue  from  customs,  as  well  as  lands,  has  seldom  exceed- 
ed 3  1-2  per  cent,  and  from  the  latter  is  now  probably  not 
half  that  rate.  Besides  the  explanations  already  given  on 
this  subject,  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  expenses  will  ere  long 
cease,  which  have  recently  been  imposed  on  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  by  the  necessary  preparationa  for  making, 
and  the  actual  manufacture  of  useful  and  important  stand- 
ard weights  and  measures,  and  uniform  sets  thereof^  for  all 
the  custom-houses  in  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  the  recommendations  in  the  last  annual 
report  as  to  light  houses,  it  may  be  observed  that  thia  De- 
puiment.  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  deemed  it  proper  to 
cause  a  thorough  incjuiry  to  be  instituted  into  the  whole 
subject.  The  inquiry  extended  to  the  propriety  of  diaoon- 
tinuing  any  of  the  present  Ught-houses,  or  of  building  others; 
the  expediency  of  changing  the  height  or  material  of  any  of 
these  edifices;  the  best  manner  of  lighting  them,  in  respect 
to  the  kind  or  number  of  lamps  or  reflecton;  the  vanooa 
substances  used,  and  most  suitable  to  give  the  best  light  at 
the  smallest  expense;  and,  in  fine,  the  economy  of  managing 
the  whole  establishment.  With  this  was  combined  a  sys- 
tem of  uniform  instructions  to  the  hght-house  keepers,  for 
the  discharge  of  their  public  duties.  The  report  of  the 
Fifth  Auditor,  and  the  correspondence  growing  out  of  this 
inquiry,  develop  some  interesting  facte,  and  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings will,  with  pleasure,  l^  laid  before  Congress  on 
some  other  appropriate  opportunity. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice is  accompanied  by  so  many  long  and  important  docu- 
mente,  that  it  is  herewith  submitted  in  a  separate  communi- 
cation. Beside  the  remarks  made  a  year  since  by  this  De- 
partment, on  the  rapid  increase  of  duties  in  that  bureau,  and 
the  corresponding  necessity  for  an  increase  of  clerks  to  dis- 
pose of  it  promptly  and  correctly,  the  experience  of  the  pre- 
sent year  nas,  by  the  vast  sales  of  lands  which  have  oocur^ 
red,  added  new  force  to  all  that  was  then  urged.  Taking 
either  the  number  of  acres  sold,  or  the  amount  of  money 
received  as  a  guide,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  table  (F)  that  ' 
the  business  has  more  than  doubled  within  the  past  five 
years. 
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The  recommendations  contained  in  the  Commissioner's 
report  will,  it  is  hoped,  receive  that  early  and  srave  atten> 
tion  which  the  convenience  and  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  and  especially  of  the  southwest  and  west,  seem 
imperiously  to  require.  As  a  subject  of  retrenchment, 
connected  with  this  bureau,  where  the  character  of  the  bu- 
siness will  permit,  it  is  suggested  to  Congress,  whether  it 
might  not  be  advisable  to  discontinue  the  offices  in  a  few 
districts,  and  annex  them  to  the  adjoining  ones,  on  the 
ground  that  the  public  sales  recently  made  at  them,  or  an- 
ticipated hereafter,  are  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  expense 
of  continuing  them  as  distinct  offices. 

Several  otner  subjects  suggested  for  consideration  to  the 
last  Congress,  and  not  finally  acted  upon,  are  again  re- 
spectfully urged  on  its  attention,  without  going  into  a  re- 
petition of  the  views  then  submitted  in  relation  to  them. 

Amonff  the  principal  were,  the  change  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fiscal  year  ;  a  re-organization  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  especially  to  increase  some  of  its  checks  ]  fai^ 
ther  control  over  some  of  its  discretionary  powers,  by  more 
specific  regulations  as  to  the  Deposite  Banks,  and  the 
keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money — the  revision 
of  the  laws  as  to  the  Marine  Hospital  fund — ^re-building 
the  Treasury  Offices— legislation  on  the  provisoes  in  the 
act  of  July  14,  1832,  and  other  points  to  enforce  the  spirit 
of  the  present  tariff*— and  making  new  provisions  on  the^ 
number  and  compensation  of  Custom-house  Officers.  In 
the  xeport  and  bill  connected  with  this  last  matter,  were  in- 
cluded several  suggestions  for  further  changes  in  the  pre- 
sent system  for  collecting  our  Revenue  from  Customs,  to 
which,  on  some  future  occasion,  will  be  subjoined  such  as 
have  since  occurred,  from  additional  experience  and  inqui- 
ries. 

Various  other  subjects,  specially  devolved  on  the  Head 
of  this  Department,  nave  received  the  attention  and  labor 
which  they  appeared  to  deserve ;  but  from  the  length  to 
which  this  Report  has  already  extended,  the  proceedings 
in  relation  to  them  will,  at  an  early  day,  be  separately  com- 
municated to  Congress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
To  the  Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  COMMISSIONER  OP 
THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

General  Land  Office, 

Decembers,  1835. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  statements 
exhibiting  the  operations  of  the  several  Land  Offices  dur- 
ing the  year  1834,  and  the  first,  second,  and  third  quarters 
of  the  year  1835,  indicating  the  quantity  of  land  sold — ^the 
amount  of  cash  and  scrip  received  in  payment  therefor — 
the  amount  of  incidental  expenses — ^and  the  amount  of  mo- 
neys paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  receivers  of  public  mo- 
ney daring  the  said  periods. 

There  are  also  herewith  transmitted  copies  of  the  esti- 
mates of  appropriations  retjuired  by  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic service  durmg  the  ensuing  year. 

In  estimating  the  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office 
proper,  upon  the  present  establishment,  the  Commissioner 
must  be  ruled  by  the  organization  contemplated  and  provid- 
ed for  by  the  act  of  the  25th  April,  1813,  and  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1827 — a  scheme  devised  in  inexperience,  and  ob- 
viously incompetent  to  the  despatch  of  the  increasing  busi- 
ness, apart  from  the  accumulated  load  of  arrears,  and  inca- 
pable of  discharging  all  the  obligations  which  good  faith 
and  good  policy  impose  upon  the  Government,  in  the  ope- 
ration of  its  land  system. 

For  some  years  past,  Congress  has  partially  complied 
with  the  urgent  requests  of  the  office  for  more  clerical  aid, 
and  by  temporary  appropriations  for  extra  clerk  hire  for 
writing  of  patents,  d&c.,  has  afforded  sensible  relief ;  but 
considering,  as  I  do,  that  the  continuation  of  such  tempo- 


rary appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year,  even  to  a  much 
greater  amount,  would  form  but  an  imperfect  and  excep- 
tionable substitute  for  the  organic  system  upon  which  this 
branch  of  the  public  service  ought  to  be  established,  in  or- 
der to  secure  tne  correctness,  economy,  and  expedition  in 
the  administration  of  its  concerns,  demanded  by  exigencies 
derived  from  the  past,  and  becoming  more  pressing  with 
the  augmenting  sales,  and  the  increasing  perplexity  in 
which  tune  involves  the  private  land  claims  of  thirty  years' 
standing,  from  which  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner 
has,  unavoidably,  been  too  much  diverted,  I  respectfully 
invite  your  attention  to  the  expediency  of  a  reform. 

The  estimate  for  additional  clerks,  now  offered,  is  indis- 
pensable, so  long  as  the  Legislature  may  choose  to  adhere 
to  the  measure  or  regular  force  prescribed  by  the  dth  section 
of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1^7;  out  I  cannot  refrain  from  in- 
dulging a  strong  hope  that  Congress,  perceiving  the  insuf^ 
ficiency  of  such  temporary  expedients,  will  substitute,  in 
the  courae  of  the  coming  session,  a  scheme  better  suited  to 
the  weight  of  the  circumstances  that  press  upon  and  over- 
burden the  office;  and  I  vei^  respectfully  suggest,  that  the 
attention  of  Congress  be  requested  to  measures  that  may 
place  this  institution  in  the  condition  of  efficiency  required 
Dv  the  public  interests,  a£  well  as  by  justice  to  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  our  country,  whose  interests  are 
intimately  connected  with  the  prompt  and  correct  execution 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  upon  the  G^eneral  Land  Of« 
fice.  I  beg  leave,  moreover,  to  observe,  that  the  impolicy 
of  extra  appropriations  for  specific  services  in  the  office,  is 
found  in  tne  fact  that  it  has  been  impracticable,  from  the 
nature  of  the  duties,  to  restrict  the  labors  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed under  such  appropriations  to  the  specific  heads  of 
service  for  which  such  appropriations  were  made.  The 
circumstances  attending  the  business  have  been  such  as  al- 
ways to  demand  the  application  of  the  auxiliary  force,  ac- 
cording to  the  pressure  of  duties,  and  in  view  of  their  com- 
parative importance. 

In  the  representations  made  by  my  predecessor  in  1833- 
34,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  to  Congress,  I 
have  not  discovered  the  least  exaggeration  of  the  difficul- 
ties under  which  Uie  Greneral  LanoOffice  had  labored,  and 
continued  to  struggle,  for  want  of  timely  adaptation  of  plan 
and  means  to  the  current  business,  and  to  the  arrears  post- 
poned by  the  causes  he  described,  which  remain  in  abey- 
ance, while  the  progress  of  time  adds  to  the  difficulty  of 
disentaxigling  the  most  complicated  from  their  embarrass- 
ment. This  posture  of  affairs  appears  to  call  urgentiy  up- 
on the  Legislature  to  revise  the  laws  fixing  the  organic 
principles  by  which  the  General  Land  Office  has  now  to 
be  governed,  and  enact  povisions  whereby  a  more  perfect 
supervision  of  labor  and  duty  can  be  practised;  responsibili- 
ty made  more  sensible  in  the  various  branches  of  this  ser- 
vice; and  the  Commissioner,  in  a  measure,  relieved  of  de- 
tails that  divert  his  attention  from  more  important  affiiirs, 
but  which  cannot  be  neglected,  as  they  occur,  without  oc- 
casioning delays,  and  perhaps  confusion,  in  the  several  bu- 
reaux, where  justice  and  expediency  would  recommend  that 
the  relative  compensation  of  the  pncipals  should  bear  a  pro- 
portion to  the  responsibility  incurred,  and  the  abilities,  at- 
tention, and  industry  required. 

The  annual  cost  of  an  improved  system,  equal  to  the 
new  business  constanUy  occumng,  and  to  bringing  up  what 
remains  behind,  in  a  reasonable  time,  would,  probably,  be 
greater  during  a  few  years  than  the  sum  now  estimated  for 
the  next;  yet,  in  the  ultunate  result  of  the  experiment,  there 
would  be  a  saving  in  this  respect,  it  is  thought,  of  several 
times  the  difference;  a  difference  of  small  comparative  mo- 
ment, in  calculating  the  value  of  reform. 

In  reference  to  the  estimates  for  additional  clerk  hire  in 
the  offices  of  the  Surveyors  General,  I  have  to  make  the 
following  remarks.  The  embarrassmente  which  have  ex- 
isted in  those  offices  have  heretofore  been  fully  communi- 
cated to  Congress  in  a  report,  dated  21st  January,  1833, 
under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate;  (printed  as  Senate  docu- 
ment. No.  50,  of  the  second  session  of  the  twenty-second 
Congress;)  in  consequence  whereof,  partial  Mjpropriations 
have  heretofore  been  made,  to  enable  those  officers  to  bring 
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up  the  arrean  of  work  in  their  respective  offices.  One 
principal  object  of  those  appropriations,  {aa  tubmitted  in 
Jbrmer  esiimateSj)  is  the  transcribing  <ifVieJUld  notes  of 
surveys,  with  the  view  of  having  copies  of  them  filed,  and 
preserved  at  the  seat  of  Government.  Lest  this  object 
should  not  be  ^Hy  understood,  I  would  briefly  remark  that 
*'^Jltld  notes  J*'  so  called,  are,  technically,  the  surveys. 

The  laws  in  relation  to  surveying  the  public  lands,  by  a 
singular  oversight,  do  not  require  that  copies  of  the  field 
notes  should  be  multiplied.  On  the  contrary,  the  ezistin£ 
provisions  of  law  require  the  Surveyors  General  to  furnish 
with  ihe  township  plats,  instead  of  copies  of  the  field  notes 
of  survey,  a  document  which  is  callea  a  "  description"  of 
the  township,  indicating  Uie  quality  of  the  lands  on  the 
sectional  lines  and  between  the  corner  posts,  and  referring 
to  the  character  of  the  corner  posts  or  bearing  trees.  Such 
descriptions,  however,  answer  not  the  same  purposes  as  the 
field  notes,  and  no  protractions  can  be  made  from  them. 
The  original  field  notes  are  filed  in  the  ofiices  of  the  Sur- 
veyors General ;  no  copies  of  them  are  extant  by  law ;  and 
if  such  originals  should  be  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  burning 
down  of  the  Surveyors'  offices,  or  otherwise,  there  would 
be  no  record  of  them  in  existence,  and  the  loss  would  bo 
irremediable,  unless  by  re-surveys  of  the  lands,  requiring 
the  expenditure  of  immense  sums  of  money. 

The  fact  that  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  General  for  Ala- 
bama was  destroyed  by  fire  many  years  a^o,  and  with  it  all 
the  original  field  books  of  surveys,  of  which  no  transcripts 
were  ordered  to  be  preserved  by  law,  is  one  of  the  strongest 
inducements  that  could  present  itself  in  favor  of  the  addi- 
tional appropriation  for  clerk  hhre  in  the  Surveyors'  offices, 
now  submitted  with  a  view  to  effect  that  object. 

This  office  was  enabled  to  supply,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, the  loss  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  the  Survey- 
or's office  in  Alabama,  because  the  Surveyor  Genera],  m 
departing- from  the  custom,  had  returned  the  field  notes. 

The  labors  in  the  Surveyora'  offices  have  been  greatly  in- 
creased hy  the  operation  of  the  act  of  5th  April,  1832,  en- 
titled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  laws  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands,"  by  reason  of  the  new  and  minute 
subdivisions  of  fractional  sections  necessary  to  be  exhibit- 
ed on  the  township  plats.  Previous  thereto,  the  smallest 
legal  subdivision  was  tneSO  acre  tract,  (half-quarter  section,) 
made  such  by  a  line  running  North  and  South.  The  act  re- 
ferred to  confers  the  additional  privilege  of  locating  quarter- 
barters  of  sections,  the  divisional  linerunning  east  and  west 
restricting  the  privilege  of  making  those  small  entries  to 
two  quarter-quarter  sections  by  any  one  purchaser,  and 
to  those  purchasers  only  who  enter  them  for  cultivation,  or 
for  the  use  of  their  improvements.  To  make  this  law  avail- 
able, it  was  found  necessary  to  require  the  Surveyors  G^ 
neral  not  only  to  exhibit  on  all  future  township  surveys 
protracted  by  them  respectively,  the  minute  subdivisions  of 
fractional  sections  into  forty  acre  lots,  as  nearly  as  practica- 
ble, (under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Department,  in 
pursuance  of  law,)  but  also  to  make  new  protractions  and 
calculations  of  the  vast  number  of  fractional  sections  in 
market,  and  remaining  unsold,  at  the  passage  of  the  act, 
and  to  make  returns  to  this  office,  as  well  as  to  the  District 
Land  Offices.  The  maps  and  diagrams  so  required  have 
to  be  prepared  in  triplicate.  The.  magnitude  of  this  work, 
and  the  pressing  demands  made  by  purchasers  for  the  re- 
ceipt of  those  returns  of  subdivision  at  the  several  Land 
Offices,  have,  as  may  be  inferred,  (in  the  midst  of  the  in- 
creasing demand  for  new  lands  to  be  brought  into  market,) 
greatly  encroached  on  the  time  which  otherwise  would  have 
been  devoted  to  the  bringing  up  of  the  old  arrears,  and 
trans<^i)>ing  the  field  notes.  Hence,  it  has  been  frequent- 
ly found  necessary  to  apply  the  whole  force  in  the  Surv^- 
ors'  offices  to  the  current  business,  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service  have  from  time  to  time  imperatively  demand- 
ed, to  the  delay  of  those  special  objects  for  which  the  ad- 
ditional appropriations  were  required. 

The  propriety  of  making  an  allowance  to  the  Surveyors 
General  for  office-rent  and  fuel,  is  respectfully  submitted. 
The  want  of  ample  accommodations  for  the  clerks  allowed 
them  by  law,  of  necessity  tends  to  retard  the  progress  of 


those  important  objects  for  which  the  appropriations  of 
clerk  hire  have  been  made.  The  officer  is  now  perBonalij 
charged  with  all  expenses  of  house  rent  and  niel  for  hii 
clerks  in  the  public  service,  and  his  emoluments  not  in 
creasing  by  commissions  and  fees,  (as  those  of  the  Rois- 
ters and  Receivers,  in  a  ^sen  proportion  to  the  smount  of 
their  business,)  it  is  certainly  an  evil  that  the  appropriation 
of  increased  force  in  aid  of  the  public  service  au  the  di- 
rect eficct  to  diminish  his  own  emoluments  by  the  expenses 
attending  the  accommodations  he  has  to  provide  for  his 
clerks.  In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to 
pesent  the  estimate  of  appropriation  for  two  thousand  one 
nundred  dollars  fcur  office  rent  and  ftiel  at  the  Surveyon' 
offices. 

To  show  the  progress  of  the  public  surveys  and  the 
fields  of  operation  that  may  be  expected  to  be  occupied  b^ 
the  surveyors  during  the  ensuing  year,  I  have  deemed  it 
proper  to  submit  herewith  such  reports  of  the  Surveyon 
General,  together  with  their  respective  estimates,  aa  this 
office  is  at  present  enabled  to  furnish. 

IN  OHIO. 

The  whole  of  the  lands  in  thu  State  which  have  been 
ceded  to  the  United  States  have  been  surveyed,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  some  small  former  Indian  reservatioiis, 
have  been  offered  at  public  sale. 

IN  INDIANA. 

In  this  State  all  the  lands  which  have  been  ceded  have 
been  surveyed  *,  but  about  ninety  townships  and  fractioiiil 
townships  nave  not  been  proclaimed  for  sale.  They  will, 
however,  be  brought  into  market  early  next  season. 

IN  THE  PENINSULA  OF  MICHIGAN. 

In  this  part  of  the  Territory  nearly  all  the  ceded  landt 
have  been  surveyed  and  brought  into  market.  The  unsur- 
veyed  portion  is  principaHy  situated  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Saginaw  Bay,  and,  snould  the  interests  of  the  public  and 
of  the  settlers  render  it  expedient,  a  portion  thereof  will  bt 
surveyed  and  jdaced  in  market  before  the  close  of  1836. 

IN  MICHIQAN,  WEST  OF  LAKE  MICHIGAN. 

In  this  section  of  the  Territory,  the  whole  of  the  lands 
within  the  Wisconsin  land  distrkt,  have  been  sfurreyed; 
and  in  addition  to  the  surveys  within  the  Ghreen  Bay  dis- 
trict which  have  been  proclaimed  for  sale,  the  office  is  ad- 
vised of  the  survey  of  about  sixty-five  townshipe  and  £nc- 
tional  townships  in  that  district,  which  have  not  yet  beca 
proclaimed,  but  which  can  be  brought  into  market  eaxfy  ia 
the  next  year  if  xequired. 

The  united  nation  of  the  Chippewa,  Ottawa,  sutid  Poctt- 
watamie  Indians  having,  by  the  treaty  of  1833  and  1634. 
ceded  to  the  United  States  the  lands  in  Illinois  and  Mkb- 
gan  west  of  and  between  the  lake  and  the  lands  previoBi- 
\y  ceded  by  the  Winnebago  and  other  Indians,  the  Survey- 
or  General  was  instructed,  in  Auffust  last,  U>  have  thst 
portion  of  the  cession  situate  in  Michigan  ran  off  iit» 
townships ;  and  since  that  time  he  has  &en  iastrocted  ts 
have  those  townships  subdivided.  The  survey  of  this  ces- 
sion and  of  some  of  the  adjoining  townships,  in  the  pR- 
vious  cessions,  will  not  only  complete  the  surreys  in  thai 
district,  but  of  all  the  lands  between  Lake  Michigan  sa^ 
the  Mississippi  which  have  been  ceded  to  the  GtoTemmeBft^ 

IN  n«LIN0I8. 

In  this  State  the  office  is  advised  of  the  surrer  of  zusetv^ 
eight  townships,  and  fractional  townships,  emDracinK  th 
whole  of  the  Pottawatamie  cession  of  90di  October,  ISSS 
and  such  portions  of  the  adjacent  cessions  as  liad  nd 
been  surveyed,  thus  completing  the  surveys  in  the  I>anv^ 
district,  and  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Chicago  dk^ivi 
The  whole  of  these  surveys  can  be  brought  into  maxk^ 
during  the  next  spring. 

In  the  Northwestern  land  district,  the  Surveyor  Gerw 
has  contracted  for  the  survey  of  all  the  lands  nortli  of  tl 
old  Indian  boundary,  and  west  of  the  extension  of  t 
third  principal  meridian,  into  townships,  and  ibr  the  sQ 
division  of  a  portion  of  those  townshins  into  sections;  eJ 
although  the  office  is  not  advised  of  the  numher  of  to^ 
ships  which  will  be  prepared  for  market  in  that  p&rt  of  i 
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district  during  the  nejt  year,  yet  it  may  be  safely  calculatxid 
that  BufBcient  progreas  will  have  been  made  to  admit  of 
one  or  more  public  sales.  Instructions  were  given  to  the 
surveyor  general,  in  August  last,  to  have  that  portion  of 
the  lands  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  1833  and  1834  with  the 
Chippewa,  Ottawa,  and  Fattawatamie  Indians,  which  is 
situated  in  Illinois,  run  off  into  townships,  and  he  has  been 
since  directed  to  subdivide  those  townships  into  sections, 
preparatory  to  their  being  brought  into  market. 

An  appropriation  of  ;J500  having  been  made  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  for  surveying  the  confirmed  lots  at 
Peoria,  tlic  necessary  instructions  were  given  to  the  sur- 
veyor gcnsral  to  carry  the  act  into  effoct. 

IX    MISSOURI. 

In  the  noTtlieni  part  of  lliis  State  the  ofBcc  is  advised 
that  the  surveyor  general  has  contracted  for  the  survey  of 
the  exterior  lines  of  about  1 38  townsliips,  and  for  the  sub- 
division of  30  of  those  townships.  The  surveyor  general 
has  also  informed  the  otiicc  of  hb  having  contracted  for 
running  the  exterior  lines  of  about  189  townships,  princi- 
pally upon  the  waters  of  the  Osage  and  Grand  rivers,  and 
adjoining  the  surveys  already  made. 

An  appropriation  of  ;^20,000  having  been  made  in  1834 
for  surveys  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  State,  the  surveyor 
general  has  been  engaged  in  executing  6ur>-cys  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  Slate,  and  the  whole  of  the  amount  appropriated 
for  tliat  object  has  been  remitted  to  him  for  thei*  payment; 
but  as  yet  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  office  to  say  what 
number  of  town^ships  have  been  surveyed,  or  state  the  pre- 
cise time  when  they  can  be  brought  into  market,  although 
it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  wishes  of  the  settlers  will 
be  complied  with  by  proclaiming  eome'of  those  lands  during 
the  next  season. 

i:<   TUF.  STATS  OF  LOCI  SI  A  XA. 

The  information  derived  from  the  surveyor  general  ena- 
bles me  to  say  that,  by  the  middle  of  March  next,  there 
will  be  about  248  townships  and  fractional  townships  sur- 
veyed and  returned,  which  have  not  been  proclaimed  for 
•ale.  Some  of  these  townships  would  have  been  offered 
duruig  the  present  year,  if  the  land  oflices  had  not  been 
again  opened  by  the  act  of  the  6th  of  February  last,  for  the 
investigation  and  decision  of  the  private  claims  to  land  in 
that  State,  and  the  consequent  apprehension  thot  difficul- 
ties might  arise  from  offering  those  lands  for  sale  during 
the  period  in  which  individuals  arc  allowed  to  bring  for- 
ward their  claims.  If,  however,  the  office  can  satisfactori  • 
\y  ascertain  that  any  portion  of  those  lands  can  be  offered 
without  the  risk  of  interfering  with  such  alleged  claims, 
such  lands  will  be  brought  into  market  during  the  next 
year. 

!>•  Mississippr. 

The  office  of  Ihc  surveyor  for  the  public  lands  in  this 
State  having  necessarily  been  closed  since  the  termination 
of  the  last  ses^Eion  of  Congress,  no  surveys  are  known  to 
have  been  made  during  the  present  season.  It  is  estima- 
ted, however,  that  only  about  40  townships  are  now  re- 
quired to  be  surveyed,  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  Isinds 
ceded  by  the  Choctaw  treaty  of  1830. 

From  the  representations  which  have  been  made  to  this 
ofiice,  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprehended  that  such  numerous 
errors  have  been  committed,  many  years  ago,  in  locating 
and  surveying  the  confirmed  private  claims  in  that  part  of 
the  Augusta  district  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude, 
as  to  render  it  indispensably  necessary  tbat  the  subject 
should  be  examined  by  the  land  officers  and  the  surveyor 
general,  in  order  that  the  nature  and  extent  of  tho^e  errors 
might  be  correctly  ascertained;  and  instructions  had  been 
given  to  them  in  relation  thereto,  when  the  closing 
of  the  surveyor's  office  urevented  any  progress  being  made 
in  tuch  examination.  Whenever  the  office  is  fill^,  tha 
Vot.  XII. —F 


surveyor  general  will  be  required  to  go  on  with  the  exami- 
nation. 

In  tbat  part  of  the  State  included  in  the  limits  of  the 
Chickasaw  cession  of  1832,  Hnd  where  the  operations  are 
carried  on  under  the  directions  of  a  surveyor  general  spe- 
cially provided  for  by  the  treaty,  it  is  believed  that  almost  the 
whole  of  the  operations  in  the  field  will  bo  completed  du- 
ring the  present  season,  with  the  exception  of  some  town- 
ships in  the  Mississippi  swamp,  and  of  such  of  the  lands 
bordering  on  tlie  line  between  that  cession  and  the  Choctaw 
cession  of  1830  as  could  not  be  surveyed  in  consequence  of 
that  Une  not  being  run  and  marked;  but  as  the  surveyor 
general  has  been  advised  of  the  course  of  the  line,  and  di- 
rected to  have  it  surveyed,  it  may  be  expected  that  the 
whole  surveys  will  be  completed  during  the  next  year. 

IX    ALABAMA. 

In  this  State  all  the  ceded  lands,  with  the  exception  of 
some  townships  south  of  the  3  Ist  degree,  and  of  some 
bordering  upon  the  undecided  boundary  between  this  State 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  have  been  surveyed. 

Owing  to  the  complaints  which  had  been  made  respect- 
ing the  surveys  of  the  lots  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  of  the 
claims  adjacent  thereto,  and  in  consequence  of  the  great 
value  of  the  property  in  question,  it  was  thought  advisable 
that  the  surveyor  general  should  personally  examine  the 
subject,  and  have  the  surveys  corrected  under  his  own  im- 
mediate superintendence;  and  he  therefore  devoted  a  part 
of  the  last  winter  and  spring  to  the  accomplishment  of  that 
duty,  which  it  is  hoped  has  now  been  correctly  and  satis- 
factorily performed. 

15  FLOniDA. 

The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  West  Florida  having 
been  almost  entirely  completed,  the  attention  of  the  survey- 
or general,  for  the  last  year,  has  been  principally  directed 
to  the  extension  of  those  in  the  peninsula  and  along  the 
Atlantic  border  of  East  Florida;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
nature  of  the  country  on  each  side  of  the  tract  formerly  re- 
served for  the  Seminole  Indians,  but  which  was  ceded  to 
i  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  the  9th  May,  1832.  it 
j  has  been  thought  advisable  to  suspend  the  extension  ot  the 
1  surveys  in  that  section  of  the  country  until  the  Indians  shall 
I  be  removed  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.     This  sua- 
j  pension  will  not,  however,  cause  any  inconvenience  to  the 
i  public,  as  it  will  enable  the  surveyor  general  to  prepare  for 
{  market  those  surveys  which  have  already  been  made,  and 
I  which  the  reported  sickness  of  his  clerks,  and  want  of  aid 
{ in  his  office,  have  heretoiore  f^reventod  him  from  doing. 
I      During  the  la^t  season,  a  survey  of  the  confirmed  claims, 
and  of  the  public  property  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  waa 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  28th  June,  1832. 

i:f  aukansas. 

By  information  received  from  the  surveyor  general,  it 
appears  that  about  85  townships  and  fractiojial  townships 
have  been  surveyed,  of  which  the  plats  have  not  been  re- 
ceived at  this  office;  and  that  about  64  townships  and  frac- 
tional townships  were  under  contract  for  subdivision  into 
sections.  Some  of  these  lands  will  be  offered  for  sale  du- 
ring the  next  year. 

Not  only  as  showing  the  nature  of  the  work  contempla- 
ted to  be  performed  during  the  next  season  in  the  different 
districts,  and  for  which  appropriations  are  now  asked,  but 
also  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  found  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  apply  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
extra  aid  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  accompanying  reports  from  those  officers. 

l^e  paper  marked  G,  herewith  transmitted,  is  a  state- 
ment showing  the  amount  of  forfeited  land  stock  issued  and 
surrendered  at  the  United  States  land  offices  to  the  80th 
September,  1 835;  also,  the  amount  of  military  land  scrip 
surrendered  to  the  same  period. 
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The  paper  U  is  an  eiibibit  of  the  periods  to  which  the 
monthly  accounts  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  pub- 
lic land  offices  have  been  rendered,  and  showing  the  balance 
of  cash  in  the  receivers*  hands  at  the  date  of  the  last  month- 
ly accounts  current,  and  the  period  to  which  the  receivers* 
quarterly  accounts  have  been  rendered. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March  last,  2d  section,  ap- 
propriates an  additional  quantity  of  land  for  the  satisfaction 
of  warrants  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to  the  officers, 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  of  her  State  and  continental 
establishments  during  the  revolutionary  war,  to  the  amount 
of  650,000  acres,  and  provided  that  if,  on  the  1st  Septem- 
ber, 1835,  the  amount  of  warrants  filed  should  exceed  the 
amount  of  land  so  appropriated,  the  Commissioner  should 


apportion  the  said  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of 
land  among  the  warrants  <*  which  may  be  then  on  file,  in 
full  satisfaction  thereof." 

The  amount  of  warrants  filed  on  1st  September  last  to 
fyg  exceeded  the  quantity  of  land  appropriated  by  the  law 
as  to  require  the  deduction  of  ten  per  cent  firom  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  each  warrant;  the  scrip  has  been  ordered  to 
be  prepared  acordingly,  and  considerable  progress  his  been 
made  in  the  issue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ETHAN  A.  BROWN. 

The  Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Trca&ury. 


A. 

Statement  of  public  lands  sold,  ofeaeh  and  gcrip  received  in  payment  therefor,  cf  incidental  expenset  and  payments 
into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  public  lands,  during  the  year  1834. 


Lands  sold,  after  deduct- 
ing erroneous  entries. 

Amount 

Amount  received 
in  scrip. 

Aggregate 

Amount  of 

Amount  pa'd 
into  thel'rea- 

Land  offices. 

received  in 

receipts. 

incidental 

Acres. 

Purchase 

cash. 

Forfeited 

Mihtary 

expenses. 

Jan.  to  31st 

money. 

land  stock 

land  scr  p. 

Dec.  1834. 

OHIO. 

Marietta, 

11.997  52 

$16,995  64 

$16,995  64 

. 

$16,995  64 

$1,381  40 

$10,615  99 

Zancsville,     - 

33,877  23 

42,346  53 

26,791  38 

1,380  31 

14,174  84 

42,346  53 

2,108  38 

21,725  61 

Steubenville, 

4,349  19 

5,436  49 

4,879  07 

382  49 

174  93 

5,436  49 

1,299  58 

3^00  00 

Chilicothe,     - 

21,309  32 

26,636  58 

14,995  66 

228  01 

11,412  91 

26,636  58 

1,847  41 

15,077  89 

Cincinnati,     - 

27,369  52 

34,211  90 

28,207  14 

5,654  76 

350  00 

34,211  90 

3,070  24 

25,384  48 

Wooster, 

9,448  77 

11,810  96 

11,540  86 

70  10 

200  00 

11,810  96 

1,413  89 

11,887  68 

•Wapa;^hkonetta 

125,417  13 

156,770  26 

142,347  61 

1,410  15 

13,012  50 

156,770  26 

4,831  88 

135,415  75 

Bucyrus, 

245,078  56 

306,353  39 

266,725  66 

1,181  60 

38,446  13 

306,353  39 

7,080  35 

247,787  10 

Total  for  SUte, 

478,847  24 

600,561  75 

512,483  02 

10,307  42 

77,771  31 

600,561  75 

23,033  13 

471,394  50 

INPIANA. 

Jeffersonville, 

67,826  11 

$84,783  24 

$73,845  50 

1,528  21 

$9,409  53 

$84,783  24 

$3,9B2  16 

$70,867  05 

Vincennes,     - 

56,766  80 

70,957  65 

70,083  89 

823  76 

50  00 

70,957  65 

3  439  63 

78,760  14 

Indianapolis,  - 

204,526  63 

255,657  58 

209,540  49 

- 

46,117  09 

255,657  58 

6,682  02 

208,129  41 

Crawfordaville, 

161,477  87 

201,947  10 

201,380  88 

16  22 

550  00 

201,947  10 

6y470  65 

201,0  "2  37 

Fort  Wayne, 

96,360  30 

120,438  11 

116,679  77 

100  01 

3,658  33 

120,438  11 

4,271  12 

109,686  19 

La  Porte, 

86,709  73 

108,387  16 

107,350  SO 

- 

1,036  66 

108,387  16 

4,040  95 

101,109  16 

Total  for  State, 

673,666  44 

^842,170  84 

778,881  03 

2,468  20 

60,821  61 

842,170  84 

28,886  53 

769,584  32 

ILLIHOIB. 

Shawneetown, 

6,904  24 

$8,633  19 

$7,457  22 

$665  14 

$510  83 

$8,633  19 

1,258  05 

14,455  00 

Kaskaskia, 

15,196  52 

18.996  61 

18,967  74 

28  87 

- 

18,996  61 

1,426  99 

13,991  72 

Edwardsville, 

124,302  19 

155,377  76 

150,821  09 

506  67 

4,050  00 

155,377  76 

4,701  30 

144,^65  00 

VandaUa, 

20,207  61 

25,620  84 

23,802  42 

118  09 

1,700  33 

25,620  84 

1,576  02 

15,000  00 

Palestine, 

22,135  69 

27,669  57 

27,669  57 

. 

. 

27,669-57 

1,666  64 

20,963  25 

Springfield,   - 
Danville, 

66,804  25 

83,515  22 

74,546  89 

240  00 

8,728  33 

83,515  22 

3,071  50 

85,581  OS 

62,331  38 

74,606  97 

74,026  97 

80  00 

500  00 

74,606  97 

3,354  57 

65,402  51 

Quincy, 

36,131  59 

45,193  66 

44,693  66 

- 

500  00 

45,193  66 

2,354  30 

42,512   12 

ToUl  for  State, 

354,013  47 

43:^,613  82 

421,985  56 

1,638  77 

15,989  49 

439,613  82 

19,409  37 

402,470  6» 

Missoum. 
St.  Louis, 

43,634  68 

$54,543  55 

$53,510  74 

1,032  81 

$54,543  55  $2,246  87 

$50,173  77 

Fayette, 
Palmyra, 

71,049  74 

89,S59  33 

89,259  33 

. 

. 

89,259  33 

2,431  73 

42,993  71 

76,241  35 

96,317  66 

96,317  66 

. 

- 

96,317  66 

3,284  78 

80,539  93 

Jackson, 

18.882  11 

24,928  23 

24,928  23 

. 

- 

24,928  23 

1,535  90 

21,500  OO 

Lexington,    - 

43,983  80 

55,929  85 

55,929  85 

- 

- 

55,929  85 

2,334  18 

49,740  23 

Total  for  State, 

253,791  70 

820,978  62 

319,945  81 

1,032  81 

- 

320.978  62 

11,823  46 

244.947  63 

ALABAVA. 

St.  Stephen's, 

22,318  76 

$27,899  14 

$25,885  12 

2,014  02 

$27,899  14 

«1,835  34 

«I35,819  66 

Cahaba, 

202,578  34 

253,403  79 

352,554  82 

848  97 

- 

253,403  79 

V20J5J 

^199^30  04 
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Land  Office  Report.                                         [24th  Coiro.  Ist  Sem. 

STATEMENT  A— Continued. 

Land  offices. 

Lands  sold,  after  deduct- 
ing erroneous  entries. 

Amount 

received  in 

cash. 

Amount  received 
in  scrip. 

Aggregate 
receipts. 

A  ««.„>f  ^r'Amount  paid 

Acres. 

Purchase 
money. 

Forfeited 
land  stock 

MiliUry 
land  scrip. 

expenses. 

Jan.  to  31st 
Dec.  1834. 

ALABAMA. 

Huntsville,     • 
Tuscaloosa,   - 
Sparta, 

Demopolis,    - 
Montgomery, 
Mardisville,   - 

$25,706  65 
240,239  13 
9,485  26 
386,296  13 
78,735  62 
108,098  74 

$35,579  65 
331,061  36 
11,973  71 
526,331  93 
104,808  19 
153,241  54 

$33,807  38 
330,411  18 
11,973  71 
524,183  00 
104,808  19 
152,113  03 

1,772  27 
650  18 

2,148  93 

1,128  51 

„ 

%35y579  65 
331,061  36 
11,973  71 
526,331  93 
104,808  19 
153,241  54 

$2,658  10 
6,991  88 
1,233  08 
7,162  15 
4,842  62 
6,249  84 

$38,255  00 
256,300  00 

15,283  49 
250,706  37 

61,600  00 
145,462  00 

Total  for  State, 

1,072,457  63 

1,444,299  31 

1,435,736  43 

8,562  88 

- 

1,444^299  31 

37,493  16 

1,003,156  se 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Washington, 
Augusta, 
Mount  Salus, 
Columbus,     - 
Chocchuma,  - 

32,611  19 

39,831  11 

393,920  28 

630,567  37 

67,224  96 

$40,674  27 

49,788  17 

498,156  54 

791,916  69 

89,787  73 

$39,787  92 

49,788  17 

495,912  32 

791,916  69 

89,787  73 

1,903  33 

$882  65 
344  59 

$40,674  27 

49,788  17 

498,156  54 

791,916  69 

89,787  73 

$2,037  68 
2,516  83 

10,924  61 
7,128  17 
3,785  65 

$41,414  54 
51,190  00 
659,063  46 
335,268  36 
102,292  56 

ToUl  for  State, 

1,064,054  91 

1,470,323  40 

1,467,192  83 

1,908  33 

1,227  24 

1,470,323  40 

26,392  94 

1,189,228  92 

LOUISIAITA. 

New  Orleans, 
Opelousas,     - 
Ouachita, 
St.  Helena,    - 

2,304  86 
15,333  42 
63,257  57 

1,675  03 

$2,881  10 

19,166  77 

80,671  73 

2,093  79 

$2,881  10 

19,086  27 

80,671  73 

2,093  79 

$80  50 

- 

$2,881  10 

19,166  77 

80,671  73 

2,093  79 

$1,617  40 
1,126  30 
3,185  13 
1,089  06 

$21,771  or 

82,644  51 
1,900  00 

Total  for  State, 

82,570  88 

104,813  39 

104,732  89 

80  50 

- 

104,813  39 

7,017  89 

106,315  58 

xiCBioisr. 
Detroit, 
White  P.  Prai- 
rie  &  Bronson, 
Monroe, 
Mineral  Point, 

136,410  69 

128,244  47 

233,768  30 

14,336  67 

$170,524  20 

160,321  85 

292,210  26 

20,770  18 

$159,493  35 

160,321  85 

278,726  94 

20,770  18 

$222  52 

10,808  33 
13,483  32 

$170,524  20 

160,321  85 

292,210  26 

20,770  18 

$4,523  06 

5,104  95 

5,195  30 

68195 

$154,876  rZ 

15^J75  94 
266,000  00 

ToUl  for  Ter. 

612,760  13 

643,826  49 

619,312  32 

222  52 

24^291  65 

643,826  49 

15,505  26 

573,652  66 

ARKAirSAS. 

Batesville,     - 
Little  Rock,  - 
Washington,  - 
Fayettevillc, 
Helena, 

8,051  31 
25,799  74 
65,145  88 
24,514  94 
26,244  59 

$10,064  14 
32,249  65 

107,174  94 
30,726  19 
32,805  72 

$10,064  14 
32,349  65 

107,174  94 
30,726  19 
32,805  72 

- 

- 

$10,064  14 
32,249  65 

107,174  94 
30,726  19 
32,805  72 

$1,682  63 
2,249  25 
2,766  76 
2,186  66 
2,448  51 

$23,610  00 
28,679  86 
14,150  00 
10,225  00 
12,000  00 

ToUl  for  Ter. 

149,756  46 

213,020  64 

213,020  64 

• 

- 

213,020  64' 

11,333  81 

88,664  86 

PLOaiDA. 

Tallahassee,  - 
St.  Augustine, 

16,309  85 

$20,372  78 

$20,372  78 

. 

. 

$20,372  78 

$1,375  32 
130  48 

$8,184  98 

Total  for  Ter. 

16,309  85 

20,372  78 

20,372  78 

- 

- 

20,372  78 

1,505  80 

8,184  98 

Grand  total,  - 

4,658,218  71 

6,099,981  04 

5,893,663  31 

26,21643 

180,101  30 

6,099,981  04 

182,40135 

4,857,600  69 

Gbitkbal  Laitd  Offick,  December  5, 1835. 


ETHAN  A.  BROWN,  Ccmmiemmer, 
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Land  Office  Report. 


B. 

Slcitmtnt  nf  public  lands  MoU,  of  cash  and  scrip  received  in  payment  therefor,  of  incidental  expenses  and  payynents 
into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  public  lands,  during  thej^rst,  second,  and  third  gttarters  of  the  year  1865. 


• 

Lands  sold,  after  deduct- 
ing erroneous  entries. 

Amount 

Amount  received 
in  scrip. 

Aggregate 

Amount  or 

Amount  paid 
n  to  the  Trca- 

Land  offices. 

received  in 
caali. 

reeeipta. 

incidental 
expenses. 

tury  from '  st 
Jan.  to  3Dth 

Purchase 

Foi-feited 

Military 

Acres. 

money. 

Lan<l  stock 

land  scrip. 

Sept.  1835. 

OHIO. 

Marietta, 

11,013  98 

$13,766  22 

$13,500  78 

$15  44 

$250  00 

$13,766  22 

$1,108  26 

$9^93  CI 

Zancsville,     - 

42,978  36 

53,722  95 

48,845  83 

610  45 

4,266  67 

53,722  95 

2,268  53 

55,234  73 

Steubenville, 

3,649  29 

4,561  61 

4,561  61 

. 

- 

4,561  61 

849  54 

2,900  00 

Chilicothe,    • 

12,586  87 

15,716  17 

12,416  61 

366  23 

2,933  33 

15,716  17 

1,126  06 

10,700  00 

C'ncinnjiti,     - 

20,105  76 

25,132  20 

19,857  12 

4,975  08 

300  00 

25,132  20 

1,772  84 

16,839  54 

Wooster, 

5,157  68 

6,U7  10 

6,383  10 

64  00 

- 

6,447  10 

1,026  50 

5,783  13 

Wapaglikonct- 

U  and  Lima, 

103,020  23 

128,775  29 

125,552  93 

644  37 

2,597  99 

128,775  29 

5,276  01 

136,495  33 

Bucyrus, 

154,706  63 

193,383  28 

187,489  12 

- 

5,894  16 

193,383  28 

6,089  90 

306,569  83 

Totol  for  State, 

353,217  80 

441,504  82 

418,587  10 

6,675  57 

16,242  15 

441,504  82 

19,517  64 

443,815  62 

1ITDIA2TA. 

Jrffersonville, 

44,634  81 

S55,716  32 

$53,610  S7 

$690  20 

$1,415  55 

$55,716  32 

$:,155  77 

$46,472  19 

Vinccnneg,    - 

70,903  62 

83,761  35 

88,057  28 

704  07 

. 

88,761  35 

3,152  59 

82,683  55 

Indianapolis,  - 

158,786  68 

198,486  76 

189,819  65 

79  61 

8,587  50 

198,486  76 

5,093  55 

302,669  19 

Crawfordsville, 

108,055  22 

135,080  68 

134,255  68 

- 

825  00 

135,080  68 

4,628  47 

137,392  04 

Fort  Wayne,  - 

148,864  28 

186,089  45 

184,814  45 

. 

1,275  00 

186,089  45 

4,970  33 

121,515  18 

La  Porte, 

227,702  35 

328,343  41 

328,043  41 

- 

300  00 

328,343  41 

5,395  83 

114,637  78 

Total  for  State, 

758,946  96 

992,477  97 

978,601  04 

1,473  88 

12,403  05 

992,477  97 

25,396  54 

705,359  93 

"xtiiirois. 
Shawnertown, 

5,754  08 

$7,109  69 

$6,949  69 

$160  00 

• 

$7,109  69 

$77188 

$4,650  00 

Katkaskia,     • 

13,814  38 

17,279  72 

16,556  32 

723  40 

. 

17,279  72 

1,166  12 

19,241  00 

Edwardsville, 

123,638  07 

154,602  85 

152,777  30 

54  72 

$1,770  83 

154,602  85 

5,421  27 

217,885  00 

Vandalia,       -^ 

16,253  46 

20,430  15 

20,236  82 

160  00 

33  33 

20,430  15 

1,404  16 

34,004  60 

Palestine, 

14,088  01 

17,541  43 

i;,491  43 

. 

50  00 

17,541  43 

1,646  31 

30,333  34 

Sprinf^eld,  - 

316,966  70 

396,803  86 

396,063  30 

80  00 

655  56 

396,803  86 

8,037  26 

378,615  18 

Danville, 

94,491  35 

117,615  18 

117,415  18 

. 

200  00 

117,615  18 

3,862  36 

112,369  66 

Quincy, 

40,274  58' 

52,882  74 

52.882  74 

. 

• 

52,882  74 

1,034  05 

349,189  69 

Galena, 

262,152  7r>t 

328,006  83 

327,506  83 

. 

500  00 

328.006  83 

1,581  69 

248,500  00 

Chicago, 

333,405  40 

459,958  75 

459,843  49 

15  26 

100  00 

459,958  75 

9,203  48 

441,554  74 

Total  for  State, 

1,220,838  76 

1,572,231  20 

1,567,728  10 

1,193  38 

3,309  72 

1,572,231  20 

34^128  58 

1,836,343  21 

XXtSOVRX. 

St  Louis, 

32,914  57 

$41,393  36 

$41,143  36 

$250  00 

$41,393  36 

$1,620  54 

$38,981  88 

Payette, 

55,839  58 

69,799  87 

69,799  87 

. 

. 

69,799  87 

2,395  86 

59,854  51 

Palmyra, 

101,018  00 

126,303  08 

126,087  00 

$16  08 

200  00 

126,303  08 

6,600  41 

259,523  27 

Jackson, 

28,995  19 

36,404  82 

36,404  82 

• 

. 

36,404  82 

1,799  26 

29,500  00 

Lexington,    - 

42,801  45 

53,505  93 

53,505  93 

. 

. 

53,505  93 

2,445  10 

49,056  84 

Sprin^cld,  • 

320  00 

400  00 

400  00 

• 

- 

400  CO 

276  00 

Total  for  State, 

261,888  79 

327,807  06 

327,340  98 

16  08 

450  00 

327,807  06 

15,137  17 

436,916  50 

ALABAMA. 

St.  Stephen's, 

54,126  73 

$67,658  63 

$67,561  89 

$96  74 

$67,658  63 

$2,031  05 

$66,680  17 

Cahaba, 

252,737  90 

316,071  68 

315,103  70 

967  98 

316,071  68 

5,715  65 

323,374  52 

Huntsville,    • 

21,093  9« 

26,372  27 

25,892  76 

479  51 

26,372  27 

1,719  46 

34,140  00 

Tuscaloosa,   • 

172,397  87 

215,506  88 

215,506  88 

. 

215,506  88 

6,089  00 

235,500  00 

S  pai'ta^           • 

11,527  52 

15.008  93 

15,008  93 

• 

15,008  93 

1,124  20 

14,217  58 

Demopolis,    - 

343,739  26 

430,719  75 

430,703  75 

16  00 

430,719  75 

8,003  00 

676,125  CO 

Monigoniery, 

154,007  76 

192,703  94 

192,703  94 

. 

192^03  94 

5,240  35 

159,591  23 

Mardisville,   - 

47,457  68 

59,322  09  1    59,322  09 

• 

59,322  09 

3,052  56 

48,915  00 

Total  for  Sute, 

1,057,098  66 

1,323,364  17 1,321,803  94 

1,560  23 

• 

1,323,364  17 

32,975  25 

1,558,543  50 

•  Retumi  received  tap  to  31st  May,  1835. 


t  Beturns  received  up  to  Slst  July,  1835. 
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Report  on  the  Public  Lande. 


[34thCoar«.  lit  8us. 


STATEMENT  B-*-Continued. 


Land  ofiloet. 


KIttlBKItfi. 

Washington,  - 
Augu^tn, 
Mount  Saliis, 
Cbocchuma,  • 
Columbus     - 

Total  for  Slate, 

L0T7ISIAKA« 

New  Orleans, 
Opelousas,     - 
Ouachita, 
St.  Helena,    • 

Total  for  State, 

MicaioA!r. 
Detroit, 
Bronson, 
Monroe, 
>tineral  Point, 
Green  Bay,   - 

Total  for  Ter. 

▲nuaiitJLS. 
Batcsville,  - 
Little  Rock,  • 
Washington,  • 
Faycttcville,  • 
Helena, 

Total  for  Ter. 

rLoniOA. 
Tallahassee,  • 
St.  Augustine. 

Total  for  Ter. 

Grand  total,  • 


1,558,366  22 


Lands  sold,  after  deduct- 
ing erroneous  entries. 


Acres. 


49,733  21 

85,235  50 

554,306  44 

129,483  42 

739,606  65 


1,948,884  71 


59,367  44 
25,936  17 
73,930  69 
13,961  18 


173,195  48 


213,763  57 

400,722  48 

446,631  61 

67,052  55 

68,365  53 


1,196,535  74 


2,021  22 
22,'291  92 
43,360  81 

8,723  72 
312,169  09 


388,566  76 


30,723  95 


30,723  95 


7,999,378  12 


Purchase 
money. 


$62,040  66 
106,542  98 
693,065  46 
161,854  55 
925,381  06 


$74,206  76 
32,420  21 
92,503  7Z 
18,918  67 


218,049  37 


$267,171  17 

500,903  07 

558,289  52 

83,835  68 

110,583  15 


1,520,782  59 


$2,526  52 
27,864  97 
54,209  44 
10,904  60 
39J,596  22 


486,101  75 


$38,279  93 


38,279  93 


8,869,483  57 


Amount 

received  in 

cash. 


Forfeited!   Military 
land  stock  land  scrip 


$61,468  24 
106,542  98 
692,743  43 
161,854  55 
925,232  85 


1,947,842  05 


1,042  66 


$74,206  76 
32,420  21 
92,329  73 
1S918  67 


217,875  37 


$266,754  59 

500,903  07 

558,289  52 

83,835  68 

110,583  15 


1,520,366  01 


$2,526  52 
27,864  97 
54,209  44 
10,904  60 
390,596  22 


486,101  75 


$38,279  93 


38,279  93 


8,824,526  27 


Amount  i-eceived 
in  scrip. 


$572  42 
322  03 
148  21 


$174  00 


174  00 


$36117 


36117 


$55  41 


55  41 


12,4969732,460  33 


Agg^regate 
receipts. 


$62,040  66 
106,542  98 
693,065  46 
161,854  55 
925,381  06 


Amount  of 
incidental 
expenses. 


$2,052  58 
2,753  87 
4,701  17 
4,070  64 
1,133  71 


1,948,884  71 


$74,206  76 
32,420  21 
92,503  73 
18,918  67 


218,049  37 


267,171  17 
500,903  07 
558,289  52 
83,835  68 
110,583  15 


1,520,783  59 


$2,526  52 
27,861  97 
54,2v09  44 
10,904  60 
390,596  22 


486,101  75 


$38,279  93 


38,279  93 


Amount  paid 
nto  t})«  Trea* 
aury  from  1st 
Jan.  to  30th 
Sept.  1835. 


14,711  97 


$2,222  71 

3,493  99 
1,137  46 


6,854  16 


11,363  27 
6,831  35 
6,705  91 
3,034  68 
4,095  15 


32,030  36 


$708  57 
1,181  76 
4,098  04 
1,920  90 
8,660  10 


16,569  37 


$1,031  00 


1,031  00 


8,869,483  57:198,352  04 


$38,482  93 

79,500  00 

665,823  21 

101,500  00 

1,300,000  00 


2,185,306  14 


$55,052  66 
39,604  87 
67,400  00 
15,000  00 


177,057  53 


$255,390  39 

392,351  84 

562,000  00 

45,654  40 

103,733  05 


1,359,129  68 


$23,022  84 

152,559  76 

28,539  52 

256,371  66 


460,493  78 


$3,625  00 


3t625  00 


9,166,590  89 


Tbiasttbt  DcpARTMsarT,  Gexebai  Laito  Orncc,  December  5,  1835. 


ETHAN  A.  BROWN,  Commisnoner. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

JavvAET  27,  1836. 

Mr.  Ewing  made  the  following  report 

Ths  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a 

bill  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 

sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for 

granting  lands  to  certain  States,  report : 

That  they  look  upon  the  leading  measure  proposed  by 
the  bill  as  one  of  great  national  importance.  The  gradual 
operation  of  a  system,  devised  in  the  early  history  of  our 
Gofemment,  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit,  and  for 
reducing  the  poblic  debt,  has,  within  a  short  time  past, 
piodnced  Its  foil  and  final  effect.  The  public  debt  is  dis- 
cfangsdy  and  exiating  commerciil  regulations,  which  the 


condition  of  our  country  renders  indispensable,  together 
with  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  bring  yearly  a  large  sur- 
plus  fund  into  the  Treasury.  This  fond,  which  is  no 
longer  taken  up  in  the  payment  of  a  national  debt,  end 
which  still  remains  unappropriated,  has  already  arisen  to  , 
the  amount  of  about  twenty-four  millions  of  dollarr,  and " 
as  it  does  not  arise  firom  transient  causes,  it  goes  on  increas- 
ing, and  must  continue  to  increase.  This  state  of  things 
is  not  at  all  desirable.  Its  natural  tendency  is  to  produce 
extravagance  in  the  appropriation  and  wastefulness  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  be  con- 
ceded by  all,  that  this  large  surplus  ought  not  to  remain 
and  accumulate  in  the  public  Treasury;  and  there  have 
been  suggested,  as  means  of  lessenung  the  amount  and  pre- 
▼enting  a  future  accumuladon — 
First  The  reduction  of  the  cu8toms|  . 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46 


APPEiNDlX— To  Gahi  Sf  Seaton's  Regiiter. 


S4thC0NS.    IstSKKS.] 


Repwt  on  the  Public  Landa. 


Second.  Increas6<l  expenditures  in  the  navy  and  fortifl- 
cations. 

Thiid.  A  reduction  of  the  price  of  public  lands,  and 
the  surrender  of  large  portions  of  them  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie;  and, 

Lastly,  This  bill,  which  proposes  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  Sutes,  leav- 
ing the  receipts  from  customs  to  defray  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  Government  in  time  of  peace. 

The  first-named  measure — a  reduction  of  the  customs-— 
cannot  be  resorted  to  without  awakening  feeling  dangerous 
to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  country.  The  tariff  law 
now  in  force  is  the  result  of  a  compromise  of  the  opinions 
of  citizens  of  different  sections  of  the  Union,  and  ought 
not  to  be  disturbed,  unless  a  strong  political  necessity  call 
for  its  modification.  Under  this  law,  or,  indeed,  any  law, 
keeping  up  such  duties  as  are  necessary  for  the  proper  reg- 
ulation of  commerce,  it  is  believed  that  the  customs  will 
produce  a  revenue  at  least  equal  to  the  ordinary  wants  of 
the  Government.  The  surplus,  therefore,  cannot  be  re- 
duced by  lessening  the  amount  of  the  customs. 

The  next  measure  proposed,  is  a  large  increase  of  ap- 
propriations upon  our  fortifications  and  navy,  so  as  to 
absorb  the  surplus  revenue,  and  at  the  same  time  put  the 
country  in  an  attitude  of  defence  in  the  event  of  a  foreign 
war.  Such  increased  appropriation,  to  some  extent,  is,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  necessary  and  proper. 
There  ought  to  be  dealt  out  with  a  liberal  hand,  all  that 
can  be  well  applied  to  render  the  seaboard  safe  from  foreign 
aggression;  but  the  amount  aaked  by  the  Executive  for 
both  these  purfKMes  does  not,  with  the  other  current  ex- 
penses of  Government,  exceed  the  pn>bable  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  ensuing  year,  if  the  country  be  not  in- 
volved in  war.  And  it  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, proper  that  an  expenditure  should  be  made  in  the 
construction  of  fortifications  or  naval  armaments  for  the 
purpose  of  exhausting  the  surplus  revenue.  If  it  be,  the 
expenditure  of  money  is  mide  at  once  the  primary  object, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  national  defencea  but  subordi- 
nate or  auxiliary  thereto.  This  would  be  true  in  fact  as 
well  as  in  form.  If  much  money  were  expended,  it  would 
necessarily  be  applied  to  little  purpose.  We  might  on  a 
sudden  emergency,  in  a  short  time,  by  large  expenditure, 
prepare  fortificaticnj  which  would  serve  the  purpose  of  a 
temporary  defence;  but  all  those  substantial  works  which 
are  to  stand  as  our  future  and  permanent  fortresses  require 
time,  a  selection  of  materials,  and  skilful  engineers,  which 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  supply  much  beyond  what  is  ne- 
cessary in  expending  judiciously  and  skilfully  our  ordinary 
appropriations.     So,  also,  with  respect  to  the  navy. 

But  to  this  project  there  is  another  and  a  serious  objec- 
tion. The  expenditures  iiv»  support  of  the  Government 
are,  much  the  larger  portion  of  them,  upon  our  seacoast, 
and  in  our  great  commercial  dries.  This  proposed  extra- 
ordinary expenditure  would  very  much  increase  that 
amount,  and  draw  to  the  seacoast  other  large  sums  of 
money  which  ought  properly  to  have  a  general  distribution 
over  Uie  whole  United  States.  Nor  could  we  expect  such 
a  system,  if  once  adopted,  to  cease,  or  even  to  diminish, 
for  ages.  No  nation  was  yet  ever  known  voluntarily  to 
lessen  its  expenditures.  If  we  commence  a  system  of  for- 
tifications  for  the  purpose  of  expending  money,  chiefly, 
and  but  in  a  secondary  degree  only,  for  defences,  there  will 
be  no  limit  or  end  to  the  means  it  will  furnish  us  of  ex- 
hausting our  national  resources.  Hundreds  of  millions 
may  be  expended  with  a  tolerable  show  of  public  necessity 
or  convenience,  when  it  is  not,  on  the  other  hand,  deemed 
necessary  to  guard  and  to  save  the  public  treasure.  It  ap- 
peals claur  to  your  committee,  therefore,  that  an  amount 
of  money  large  enough  to  exhaust  the  surplus  revenue, 
could  not,  at  present,  be  expended  in  this  manner  advan- 
tageously to  the  countiy. 


The  reducing  of  the  price  of  the  public  landa,  and  ce- 
ding them  to  the  States  in  which  tfaey  lie,  ie  another  mods 
proposed  to  lessen  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  and  thus 
prevent  the  influx  of  a  surplus  revenue. 

Propositions  such  as  these  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures,  at  the  first  session  of  the  twenty- 
second  Congress,  and  on  the  sixteenth  cX  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  they  presented  a  detailed  repoii  to 
the  Senate,  in  the  general  views  and  rieasoning  of  whidi 
your  committee  concur;  and  they  herewith  present  the  same^ 
and  make  it  a  part  of  their  report  That  pi^,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  demonstrates  the  injuatioe  snd 
impolicy  of  such  a  disposition  of  the  national  domain;  and 
subsequent  experience  has  confirmed  their  reasoning. 

But  other  similar  propositions,  varying  from  those  con- 
sidered in  that  report,  in  some  of  their  features^  have  beea 
referred  to  your  committee.     Among  these  are — 

A  proposition  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  pohiic  lands 
according  to  quality;  and 

To  grant  the  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lir,  after 
they  shall  have  been  offered  for  sale  for  a  given  time. 

To  each  of  these  your  committee  have  given  a  careful 
consideration. 

These  propositions  appear  to  be  suggested  for  the  benefit 
of  the  States  in  which  the  public  lands  are  aitaated;  for  it 
is  easy  to  prove  that  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  as 
the  great  landed  proprietor,  would  not  be  subserved  bf 
either  of  them.  The  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  is  in  nowise  necessary  or  expedient,  aa  a  measure 
to  effect  their  sale.  Lands  which  have  been  long  in  mar- 
ket become  surrounded  by  settlements.  If  they  be  lully, 
they  become  valuable  for  their  timber  and  stone,  and  other 
mineral  productions.  If  swampy,  or  barren,  tfiey  fonn  s 
convenient  appendage  to  neighboring  farms  for  pasturage; 
and  if  not  worth  entering  at  the  minimum  price  for  any  of 
these  purposes,  the  public  suffers  no  loss  in  pennitting  them 
to  remain  open  and  unappropriated. 

Experience  has  fully  shown,  that  the  rise  in  the  value 
of  the  public  lands  increases  in  proportion  to  the  time  tfast 
it  is  in  market,  or,  rather,  to  the  number  of  the  aales  and 
density  of  the  settlement  near  and  around  it.  This  &ct  ii 
strongly  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  the  sales  of  the  paUic 
lands  at  the  several  land  oflices  for  a  seriea  of  years.  Bj 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  a  larger  per  centum  of  the  lands 
actually  in  market  at  private  sale,  has  generally  sold  at  the 
old  than  at  the  new  offices,  and  that  per  centum  has  gener- 
ally increased  in  proportion  to  the  time  the  lands  have  been 
in  market.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  bearing  upon  thb  prop- 
osition, that  in  no  State  or  Territory  has  the  sales  of  pobhc 
lands  at  private  sale  been  so  great,  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity in  market,  within  the  last  five  years,  as  in  Ohio,  in  whidi 
State  the  public  lands  have  been  longest  exposed  to  sale. 

Vour  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  such  giadoa- 
tion  or  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands  wonU 
operate  to  the  injury,  and  not  the  benefit,  of  the  secticm  <tf 
countiy  in  which  such  lands  lie.  If  the  amount  of  public 
land  the  price  of  which  was  thus  reduced,  be  great,  its  first 
and  immediate  effect  would  be  to  reduce  the  value  of  all 
the  lands  in  its  vicinity,  pro  rata  with  the  reduction  of  the 
public  lands.  To  those  who  were  full  handed,  and  able  to 
make  large  purchases,  it  might  open  a  fine  field  for  specu- 
lation, and  profitable  investment  of  ci^[Htal;  and  if  the 
price  were  reduced  low,  so  as  to  make  it  an  object  with  the 
capitalist,  the  public  lands  would  be  purdiased  up  at  once, 
on  speculation,  and  retailed  at  an  advanced  price.  It 
would  thus  cause  a  fluctuation  in  the  value  of  land,  a  fall 
and  a  rise  in  its  price,  which  is  ever  favorable  to  the  aharp- 
sighted  and  sagacious  speculator,  but  inimical  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community. 
Your  committee  therefore  think,  that  no  interest  whidi 
ought  to  be  cherished  and  protected  by  the  Government 
xequirsa  the  gradaation  of  the  price  ofdKP^4ic  1 
Digitized  by  VjOOvIC 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  ^  Seaton's  Register. 


47 


Report  on  the  Public  Lands. 


[94th  CoKo.  Ist  Ssfls. 


The  proposition  to  cede  the  public  lands  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie,  after  they  shall  have  been  ofiered  for  sale 
a  given  number  of  years,  is  liable  to  many  and  serious 
objections.  This  project  is,  no  doubt,  well  calculated  to 
meet  with  fisLvor  in  those  States  in  which  there  is  yet  much 
public  land  unsold,  as  it  holds  out  to  them  an  apparent 
prospect  of  a  vast  accession  to  their  resources.  But  it  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  entirely  delusive.  The 
several  States  which  form  parties  to  the  national  compact 
have  all  an  equal  right  to,  and  an  equal  interest  in,  the 
national  domain,  and  such  an  application  of  it  to  the  use 
of  some  of  the  States,  which  is  not  just  to  all,  cannot  be 
expected  to  meet  with  general  favor. 

Such  a  disposition  of  the  public  lands  would  be,  indeed, 
a  violation  of  a  solemn  contract  which  was  adopted  by,  and 
made  binding  under,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  deed  of  cession  of  Virginia,  by  virtue  of  which  we 
hold  by  far  the  largest  and  most  valuable  portion  of  our  ter- 
ritory east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  contains  a  clause,  com- 
mon to  all  the  cessions  of  the  several  States,  which  pro- 
vides that,  after  certain  reservations  shall  have  been  made, 
and  certain  bounties  satisfied,  that  the  lands  so  ceded 
*<  shall  be  considered  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  all  of  the  United  States,  members  of  the  federal  alli- 
ance,''  «  and  shall  be  figdihfiilly  and  bona  fide  disposed  of 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever." This  deed  of  cession  was  made  by  Virginia  and 
accepted  by  Congress  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion. It  therefore  became  and  was  a  compact  before  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  is  referred  to  and  made 
binding  by  the  first  section  of  the  fifth  article  of  that  in- 
strument. It  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  too 
clear  to  require  an  argument,  that  the  giving  of  all  the 
residue  of  these  lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  after 
they  shall  have  been  ofifered  for  sale  for  a  period  of  years, 
will  not,  if  any  lands  of  value  remain  unsold,  be  disposing 
of  them  bona  fide  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  requisition  of  this  solemn  compact.  The  prin- 
ciple on  which  grants  of  land  have  l^cen  made  to  the 
several  States  in  which  the  public  lands  lie,  for  public 
works  of  any  kind,  is,  that  the  United  States,  being  a  large 
landholder,  have,  in  the  management  of  that  property,  a 
right  to  do  what  any  other  landholder,  who  consulted  his 
own  interest,  would  do — appropriate  a  portion  of  his  lands, 
or  their  proceeds,  to  open  roads  and  canals,  and  to  con- 
struct public  works  in  their  neighborhood,  so  as  to  enhance 
their  value  or  bring  them  soonor  to  a  market.  But  this 
proposed  gift  or  cession  of  the  residue  of  the  lands,  after 
they  shall  have  been  in  market  five  or  ten  years,  cannot 
be  sustained  on  that  ground.  A  gift  or  conveyance  of  a 
part,  on  condition  that  it  be  so  applied  as  to  make  the  resi- 
due more  valuable  than  the  whole  would  otiierwise  have 
been,  is  a  bona  fide  disposition  of  such  part  of  the  fund 
for  the  use  of  all  those  who  are  entitled  to  share  in  it;  but, 
if  we  give  away  the  whole  residue  at  any  time,  when  that 
residue  possesses  value,  we  as  certainly  misapply  the  fund 
and  abuse  the  trust;  for,  in  that  state  of  things,  nothing 
remains  to  be  enhanced  in  value,  and  the  gift  is  to  one 
8tate  or  to  a  few  States — ^whereas,  the  trust  is  for  all,  and 
Congress  is  required  to  dispose  of  the  land  bona  fide  for 
the  benefit  of  all. 

But,  if  Congress  had  the  right  to  give  the  residue  of  the 
lands,  after  they  should  have  been  offered  for  sale  five  or 
ten  years  and  still  remained  unsold,  to  the  States  in  which 
they  lie,  such  a  disposition  of  them  would  be  unequal 
among  themselves,  and  therefore  unjust.  It  would  not 
give  them  lands  in  proportion  to  the  population  oi  each,  or 
to  the  amount  that  each,  or  the  citizens  of  each,  had  paid 
for  lands  into  the  public  Treasury.  1'he  State  of  Ohio 
would  receive,  on  this  proposition,  certainly  less  than  four 
millions  of  acres,  (the  amount  depending  upon  the  time  the 
land  should  be  in  market  before  it  be  sunendered,)  that  is. 


about  four  acres  to  each  individual  in  the  State,  while  the 
public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio  have  brought  into  the 
Treasury  about  seventeen  millions  of  dollara,  besidea  satis- 
fying, to  a  large  amount,  the  debts  of  the  Government. 

Missouri,  upon  a  like  mode  of  distribution  or  surrender, 
would  have  not  less  than  twenty-five  millions  of  acres,  or 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  tu  each  individual,  black 
and  white,  according  to  the  census  of  1830.  Thus,  one 
inhabitant  of  Missouri  would  receive  a  quantity  of  land 
equal  to  what  would  be  received  by  forty  inhabitants  of 
Ohio;  and,  while  the  lands  in  Ohio  have  brought  seventeen 
millions  into  the  public  Treasury,  the  lands  in  Missouri 
have  brought  in  less  than  three  millions.  This  disparity, 
therefore,  would  be  very  unjust  to  Ohio,  but  still  more  so 
to  the  other  States  of  the  Union  having  equal  rights,  and 
which,  on  this  principle  of  surrender,  would  receive  noth- 
ing. It  cannot,  therefore,  be  expected  by  any  one,  how- 
ever strongly  solicitous  he  may  feel  for  the  advancement  of 
the  new  States,  that  such  a  measure  will  be  adopted. 
Something  more  equal  and  more  just  must  be  thought  of 
by  those  who  wish  to  promote  their  interests  and  add  to 
their  prosperity. 

There  are  other  measures  proposed  which,  if  adopted, 
would  affect,  more  or  less,  the  interest  of  the  IJnited  States 
in  the  public  land,  by  lessening  its  general  value  and  ren- 
dering its  management  more  complicated  and  diflScuIt.  One 
of  the  first,  and  not  the  least  important  of  these,  is  the  law 
granting  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers,  which  was  first 
passed  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1830,  and  which,  with 
some  modifications,  is  still  in  force.  The  intent  of  this 
law  was  that  of  kindness  and  benevolence.  It  was  enact- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  class  of  citizens,  who,  hav- 
ing pushed  forward  beyond  the  lands  offered  for  sale,  set- 
tled and  improved  the  public  lands,  and  made  themselves  a 
home,  with  some  comforts  around  them,  and  had  become 
able,  by  their  industry,  to  pay  for  these  lands  at  the  mini- 
mum price.  It  seemed  haid  that  these  pioneers,  who  had 
thus  improved  the  lands  by  their  labor,  should  be  compel- 
led to  enter  into  competition  with  new  adventurers  at  the 
sales,  and  thus  pay  for  improvements  which  they  themselves 
had  made.  Such  appear  to  have  been  tlie  reasons  for  the 
enactment  of  these  laws.  They  provided  that,  when  two 
indtviduab  cultivated  one  quarter  section  of  land,  each 
should  be  entitled  to  the  pre-emption  of  half  the  txact  so 
jointly  cultivated,  and  each,  also,  to  a  pre>emption  oi  eighty 
acres  any  where  in  the  same  land  district;  and,  by  a  sup- 
plementary law,  the  claims  were  made  assignable. 

Your  committee  have  satisfactory  information  that  these 
laws  have  been  the  cause  of  frauds  and  perjuries,  to  an 
amount  and  number  almost  incredible.  Thousands  of  pre- 
emptions have  been  proved  under  them,  and  certificates 
granted,  when  the  whole  case  was  without  the  least  shadow 
of  foundation.  In  other  cases,  the  cutting  down  of  a  single 
tree,  the  mariung  it  with  a  hatchet,  or  eiicamping  for  the 
night,  has  been  made  the  ground  of  preemption  claims. 
In  most  of  the  last-named  cases,  two  individuals  would 
together  cut  down  their  sapliug,  or  tie  each  his  horse  upon 
the  same  quarter  section  of  land;  this,  with  the  oath 
founded  upon  it,  which  appears  to  be  always  according  to 
form,  would  get  for  each  of  the  individuals  a  certificate  or 
warrant,  now  familiarly  called  **a  float,*'  which  they 
might  lay  on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  which 
was  surveyed,  and  not  offered  for  sale;  thus  taking,  at  the 
minimum  price  of  $1  25  per  acre,  lands  worth,  in  many 
instances,  more  than  twenty  times  that  sum.  Large  com- 
panies, it  is  believed,  have  been  formed,  who  procure  af- 
fidavits of  improvements  to  be  made,  get  the  warrants  is- 
sued upon  them,  and  whenever  a  good  tract  of  land  is 
ready  for  sale,  cover  it  over  with  their  floats,  and  thus  put 
down  competition.  The  frauds  upon  the  public  within  the 
past  year,  from  this  single  source,  have  arisen  to  many 
millions  of  dollars. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


48 


APPENDIX— To  GalcB  4-  Scato^i's  Register. 


24thCo2ro.  IstSxiis.] 


Report  on  the  Public  Lands, 


Your  committee  believe  that  a  great  error  was  commit- 
ted by  the  passage  of  these  laws,  and  that  no  amendment 
or  modification  will  guard  against  the  mirchiefs  which  thi^j 
have  heretofore  produced.  Claims  of  this  kind  cannot,  in 
the  very  >pakm  of  things,  bo  subjected  to  judicial  investi- 
gation; or,  if  they  were,  the  means  of  eliciting  truth,  the 
confronting  of  witness  against  witness  by  parties,  who  are 
stimulated  on  both  sides  to  the  uttermost  to  rebut  and  re- 
pel, cannot  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  examination  of 
these  claims.  Hence  a  few  individuals,  whose  evidence 
can  be  purchased  with  a  price,  and  who  can  appear  under 
different  names  at  pleasure,  ma}',  under  the  auspices  of 
these  laws,  divert  millions  of  money  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury into  the  coffers  of  their  employers. 

The  syslcm  early  adopted  for  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States  is  admirable,  and,  in  the 
opin  on  of  your  committee,  ought  not  to  be  broken  in  upon 
or  departed  from.  The  pre-emption  laws  have,  more  than 
any  other  caune,  tended  to  unsettle  and  derange  them,  and 
they  have  thrown  upon  the  General  Land  O/Kce  a  mass  of 
labor,  most  unpleasant  in  its  character,  and  difficult  to  be 
performed.  The  good  which  they  do  hears  no  comparison 
to  the  evil;  for  every  dollar  which  the  poorer  settlers  save 
by  them,  hundreds  are  lost  by  the  Government;  and  fraud, 
and  perjury,  and  unlawful  conbination  and  lawless  vio- 
lence, to  put  down  competition  at  public  sales,  have  arisen 
out  of  their  provisions.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
they  ought  to  cease. 

There  are  also,  connected  in  some  measure  with  this  sub- 
ject, several  bilis  and  memorials  referred  to  your  conunit- 
tee,  proposing  or  praying  for  grants  of  land  for  seminaries 
of  learning,  for  public  education,  or  to  aiil  in  constructing 
works  of  internsl  improvement.  These  are  all  meritorious 
objects,  and  your  committee  are  disposed  to  give  them  the 
most  favorable  consideration.  But  there  are  many  difncul- 
ties  attending  the  action  of  Congress  on  these  8i)crial  sub- 
jects. The  very  great  extent  of  our  country,  the  general 
feeling  that  all  parts  of  it  have  equal  rights  to  the  munifi- 
cence of  Congress,  the  impossibility  of  determining  which, 
among  many  institutions  in  the  same  State,  ought  to  have 
such  bounty  as  Congress  might  be  disposed  to  bestow  on 
objects  of  this  kind,  all  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  were 
better  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  several  States  to  confer 
these  bounties,  and  select  the  most  worthy  objects,  than  to 
attempt  here  to  perform  that  office. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  public  lands  now  sell,  the 
ease  with  ^hich  they  are  converted  into  money,  the  abun- 
dance of  money  now  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  moral  cer- 
tainty that  there  will  bo,  for  a  long  time,  enough,  and 
more  than  enough,  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Government,  have  impressed  strongly  upon  your  commit^ 
tee  the  opinion,  that  it  is  impolitic  and  inexpedient  to  make 
a  donation  of  land  for  any  object,  where  a  donation  of 
money  may  be  as  lawfully  made,  and  will  efieet  the  same 
eud.  These  donations  or  transfers  of  land  are  liable  to  the 
objection  that  they  tend  more  or  less  to  confuse  and  com- 
plicate the  land  system.  They  all  add  something  to  the 
duties  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  who  have  charge 
of  the  public  lands,  and  they  serve  to  embarrass  the  pur- 
chaser, who  has  not,  as  he  would  without  them  have,  one 
set,  and  one  only,  of  land  offices  to  whom  he  is  to  resort 
for  the  entry  of  lands.  There  is  another  objection. 
Though  it  be  the  fact  that  a  donation  of  land  by  law  is 
eqoivadent  to  a  donation  of  money,  yet  we  do  not  always 
feel  it  exactly  so.  'inhere  is  a  natural  tendency  to  consider 
it  m  )ro  highly  than  it  deserves,  and  to  treat  it  too  highly  in 
legislation. 

Your  committee,  on  the  whole,  believe  that  it  is  better, 
if  Congress  liavc  the  constitutional  power,  to  distribute 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  their  respective 
righu,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  allow- 
ing the  States  to  use  it  fjr  any  or  all  of  the  purposes  set 


forth  and  recommended  in  these  bills  and  memorials.  Bat 
that  the  lands  themselves  should  not  be  assigned  over, 
given  away,  or  granted  by  Congress;  that  the  ancient  sys- 
tem of  sales  should  be  carefully  preserved,  and  that  all  ths 
deviations  from  it,  which  have  caused  much  waste  and  con- 
fusion, should,  as  soon  as  possible.,  be  corrected,  and  the 
former  order  of  things  fully  restored. 

The  question  of  constitutional  power  has  occupied  the 
careful  and  sedulous  attention  of  the  committee;  and  they 
here  present  to  the  Senate  the  course  of  reasoning  on  that 
subject  which  they  consider  sound  and  just,  and  which  his 
led  them  to  the  conclusion  that  Congress  possesses  Uis 
power  to  didlribute  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  this  bill. 

At  the  time  the  deed  of  cession  from  Virginia  was  mede 
and  accepted,  the  Union  was  held  together  by  the  articles 
of  confederation  of  1 778,  which,  in  iu  8th  article,  provides 
**  that  all  charges  of  war  and  other  expenses  thai  shall  bs 
incurred  for  the  common  defence,  or  general  welfare,  and 
allowed  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall 
be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  Treasury,  which  shall  fa«  sup- 
plied by  the  several  States." 

The  mode  of  determining  the  proportion  which  each  of  the 
States  shall  bear  of  the  public  charges  is  particularly  point- 
ed out,  and  it  is  there  provided  that  *<the  taxes  for  payins 
that  proportion  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  ana 
direction  of  the  several  States.''  To  thb  state  oftMngs, 
exiatiiig  at  the  time  of  the  drlivery  of  the  Virginia  deed  of 
cession,  its  provisions  must  necessarily  apply.  It  was  to  a 
confederacy  of  independent  States,  who  kept  up  a  common 
Treasury  out  of  contributions  from  each  of  its  several  mem- 
bers, according  to  a  determinate  regulation,  that  this  deed 
was  made,  and  after  making  certain  reservations,  specially 
set  forth,  it  declares  the  trust  in  the  following  distinct  and 
unequivocal  terms:  * '  That  all  the  lands  within  the  territory 
so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for  or  ap- 
propriated to  any  of  the  before-mentioned  purposes,  or  dis- 
posed of  in  bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have  be- 
come, or  shall  become,  members  of  the  confedaraliony  Virgi- 
nia iuclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective  propor- 
tions in  the  general  charge  and  expenditures,  and  shall  be 
faithfully  and  bonafide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and 
for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever  "  If,  then,  we 
had  still  continued,  down  to  the  present  time,  a  confedera- 
tion of  Stales,  bound  together  by  the  articles  of  1 778,  and 
if,  as  is  now  the  case,  the  public  debt  were  discharged,  the 
public  expenses  borne  by  revenues  from  other  quarters,  and 
the  public  land  pouring  its  millions  into  the  Treasoiy, 
what  ought  Congress,  as  the  trustee  of  that  common  fund, 
to  do  with  iti  It  is  a  trust  fund,  placed  in  the  hands  oif 
Congress  '*for  the  use  snd  benefit  of  the  several  States,** 
and  it  is  to  be  disposed  of  *<  bonafido"  for  that  purpose, 
"  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.'*  So  long 
as  there  was  a  public  debt  to  be  paid,  this  fund  was  well 
applied  for  the  common  benefit  in  the  payment  of  that  debt, 
as  a  debt  was  a  common  charge  upon  all,  "  aooording  to 
their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  public  expendi- 
tures." And  so  long  as  it  was  necessary  for  the  euppoft 
of  Government,  its  application  to  that  purpose  was  right, 
for  the  same  reason;  but  when  this  state  of  things  has  ceas- 
ed, when  the  proceeds  of  t!ie  public  lands  are  no  longer 
necessary  for  either  of  these  purposes,  what  is  it  the  duty 
of  the  trustee  to  do  with  it,  according  to  the  letter  and 
epirit  of  the  deed  of  trust?  And  what,  were  it  a  case  be- 
tween individuals,  would  a  court  of  equity  compel  him  to 
do?  The  answer  is  plain  and  obvious.  He  not  only 
might  pay  it,  but  he  would  lie  bound  to  pay  it  over  to  thoee 
for  whose  l>enefit  he  held  it.  If  it  were  not  necessary  to 
disburse  it  for  them,  he  must  restore  it  to  thsm.  This,  as 
between  individuals,  would  be  a  plain  case,  and  your  com* 
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mittee  cannot  perceive  how  it  is  varied  when  applied  be- 
tween States  and  nations.  If,  then,  we  had  remained,  as 
we  were,  members  of  the  old  confederation;  if  tlie  constitu- 
tion had  not  intervened,  to  change,  in  anywise,  the  rela- 
tione of  tlie  States  to  each  other,  or  to  the  whole,  it  would 
have  been  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  Congress, 
pursuant  to  the  spirit  of  that  deed  of  cession,  to  have  dis- 
tributed among  the  t^cveral  States  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales 
of  the  lantU  contiincd  within  the  bounds  of  that  grant. 


I  merely  out  of  the  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of  lands; 
:  and,  by  the .  well-known  principles  of  equity,  the  trust  at- 
l  tends  the  fund,  whensoever  invested. 
I  Your  committee  have  not  taken  into  consideration  the 
!  question  whether  Congress  have  power,  nn^r  the  consti- 
I  tution,  to  distribute  a  portion  of  the  general  revenue  among 
'  the  several  States,  but  have  chosen  to  rest  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  on  its  own  special  grounds. 

The  expediency  of  this  measure  appears  from  consid- 


The  delivery  and  acceptance  of  this  deed  amounted  to  a  |  crations  heretofore  suggested,  nor  tho»c  alone.  The  dis- 
coutract,  and  the  above  is,  according  to  the  opinion  of  your  j  tribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
committee,  the  just  construction  of  that  contract.  [  several  Sitatcs  would  cause  a  watchful  censorship  over  this 

But  the  rights  and  duties  of  tJie  United  States,  as  a  con-  i  branch  of  the  public  revenues,  which  has  fallen  into  con- 
tracting party,  are  not  at  all  changed  by  the  adoption  of  ,  fusion  by  past  negligence  and  inattention.  The  represent- 
the  constitution.     The  1st  section  of  the  6th  Article  of  that  Natives  in  Congress  from  the  several  States  would  be  in- 


instrument  provides  <*that  all  debts  contracted,  and  engage- 
ments entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this  constitution, 
shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  con- 
ctitution  as  under  the  confederation;"  so  that  our  rights 
and  our  duties,  with  regard  iq  this  trust,  are  the  same  pre- 
cisely that  they  would  have  been  imder  the  old  confedera- 
tion. All  that  has  been  said  relative  to  the  deed  of  cession 
from  Virginia,  applies  equally  to  Uie  cessions  from  the 
other  States,  except  Georgia,  whose  deed  l)cars  date  after 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution;  but,  with  this  ex- 
ception, it  Is  in  tenor  and  spirit  the  same  with  the  deed 
above  considered. 

Your  committee  are  hence  led  to  the  conclusion,  that 
with  respect  to  the  proceeds  of  all  the  lands  north  of  the 
3Ut  degree  of  latitude,  and  cast  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
<.*ongress  not  only  h;is  the  conistitutioual  power  to  make 
the  proposed  distribution,  but  it  is  a  duty  enjoined  on  them 
by  a  contract  which  U  recognised  and  ad<»pted  by  the  con- 
stitution. 

As  to  the  land  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  original 
purchase  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  our  right  so  to  apply 
it  rests  upon  less  saliijfactory  grounds.  We  have  no  com- 
pact concerning  it;  no  constitutional  provision,  or  any 
agreement  recognised  by  the  constitution,  which  expressly 
authorized  the  purchase  of  this  additional  territory,  or 
which  places  the  land  so  purchased  in  tlie  same  situation 
with  that  which  was  originally  transferred  to  Congress  by 
the  States.  But  the  right  to  acquire  the  additional  terri- 
t-iry  is  no  longer  an  open  question.  It  has  been  settled, 
and,  by  virtue  of  its  adjustment,  we  have  already  received 
into  the  Union  two  States,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  whole 
country  has  been  thereby  greatly  enhanced.  It  would 
ueem,  that  when  a  large  extent  of  territory  was  added  to 
that  which  heretofore  belonged  to  the  United  Sutes,  it 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  same  constitutional  and  legal 
principles  which  governed  in  the  disposition  and  manage- 
ment of  the  lands  which  we  held  at  the  time  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  constitution.  It  has  been  so,  strictly,  in  all 
things,  so  far  as  it  related  to  jurisdiction:  it  would  seem 
just  and  reasonable  that  it  should  be  so  as  to  soil  abo. 

But,  in  every  estimate  which  has  been  as  yet  presented 
of  the  codts  and  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  whether 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  by  committees  of  Con- 
gress, the  jnoncy  paid  for  Louisiana  and  Florida  has  been 
charged  to  this  fund,  and  it  continues  to  be  so  down  to  the 
last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasur}',  of  the  8lh  of 
December,  1S35.  If  this  be  correct,  if  the  public  lands 
have  been  made  the  fund  out  of  which  tliis  large  purchase 
has  been  paid,  it  is  in  truth  but  a  conversion  of  the  receipts 
for  land  into  other  lands,  wliich  would,  as  a  necessary  con- 
i&cq'icncc,  follow  the  sajue  law  of  distribution  which  applied 


duced,  by  the  interest  which  their  immediate  constituents 
must  feel  in  the  subject,  to  prevent  the  waste  of  the  pubHc 
lands  as  well  as  of  public  money,  and  to  watch  over  the 
national  domain  as  a  matter  in  which  those  to  whom  they 
are  responsible  have  a  direct  and  immediate  interest. 

It  would  withdraw  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
the  surplus  revenue,  without  infringing  on  the  constitq- 
tion,  or  touching  any  of  its  provisions.  The  money  so 
withdrawn  will  be,  in  elToct,  restored  to  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  as  it  will  thus  enable  the  several  States  to  exempt 
'  their  citizens  from  a  direct  and  burdensome  taxation,  which 
!  they  now  of  necessity  impose  to  effect  those  pijiblic  improve- 
I  mcnts  which  the  situation  of  the  whole  country  demands, 
and  which  are  requisite  to  the  prosperity  and  advancement 
of  each  particular  State.  So  long  as  the  law  may  be  con- 
I  tinued  in  force,  it  will  be  a  steady,  regular,  and  certain  re- 
source for  these  and  like  purposes  to  the  several  States, 
nor  ought  they,  nor  will  they  feci  tliat  it  is  a  gift  gratuitously 
given  and  submissively  received.  If  our  views  of  the  sub- 
ject be  just,  it  is,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury,  their 
own  as  a  matter  of  equity,  not  of  mere  favor;  and  State 
pride  would  not  be  humbled,  or  State  independence  en- 
dangered, by  receiving  it. 

By  a  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  several  States  are  denied  the  right  of  laying  imposts 
upon  commerce — tliat  easy  and  indirect  mode  of  raising  a 
revenue  which  is  hardly  felt  by  a  people.  They  are,  there- 
fore, generally  compelled  to  resort  to  direct  taxes  upon 
land  and  goods,  and,  in  the  Western  States,  on  land 
especially,  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  GovemmeiU,  and  to 
construct  such  works  of  internal  inprovement  as  their  wants 
and  welfare  may  require;  and  in  some  of  the  Sfetos,  those 
taxes  have  borne  heavily  upon  the  people.  That  burden, 
by  the  distribution  proposed  by  this  bill,  would  be  lighten- 
ed, and  a  large  annusJ  fund  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
several  States,  which  would  enable  them  to  extend  the 
benefit  of  their  improvements  as  fast  and  as  far  as  the  gen- 
eral interests  might  require. 

Your  committee  entertain  no  doubt,  that  if  our  country 
continues  in  a  state  of  peace,  and  if  no  unforeseen  calamity 
should  visit  i5and  mar  its  prosperity,  that  the  receipts  from 
customs  brought  down  to  the  lowest  standard  that  existing 
laws  contemplate,  will  still  be  amply  sufficient  for  all  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Government,  economically  admin- 
istered. The  estimates  which  arc  sent  us  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  those  probable  receipts,  have  not 
for  some  time  past  approached  very  nearly  to  accuracy; 
they,  therefore,  caimot  be  received  as  the  basis  of  an  csti^ 
mate. 

The  increased  population  and  business  of  the  country, 
the  very  force  of  circumstances,  which  none  can  control. 


to  the  original  subject  out  of  which  the  payments  were  j  pours  into  the  Treasury  millions  upon  millions,  which  its 
made.  The  fact  that  other  great  and  important  advantages  ofticer^  were  not  led  to  anticipate,  and  which  they  hardly 
were  derived  to  the  Union  from  the  purchase  of  these  two  ;  seem  yet  to  realize.  In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territories,  does  not  at  all  weaken  the  force  of  the  argument.  Treasury  of  the  8th  of  December,  1835,  he  estimates  the 
but  leaves  it,  in  this  particular  instance,  precisely  as  it  .  revenue  of  the  last  quarter  of  that  year  at  $4,950,jOOO. 
would  hdvc  :$tood  if  there  had  been  a  purcha;5c  of  land  '  But,  iu  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  5th  of 
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the  present  month,  he  shows  that  the  actual  receipts  for  the 
same  quarter  have  in  fact  amounted  to  about  $11,149,000, 
exceeding  the  amount  of  the  estimate  by  about  $6,200,000, 
while  the  whole  receipts  of  the  year  1835  have  exceeded 
his  estimate  by  about  $14,529,000. 

Having  formed  the  opinion  that  it  is  within  the  consti- 
tutional )>ower  of  Congress  to  pasA  this  measure;  that  the 
finances  of  the  nation  will  not  be  too  much  diminished  or 
at  all  deranged  by  it;  and  that  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country  would  be  increased  by  its  adoption,  your  commit- 
tee have  thought  it  within  the  range  of  their  duty  to  esti- 
mate, as  nearly  as,  may  be  from  the  data  within  their  power, 
the  probable  annual  amount  which  will  arise  from  the  sales 
uf  the  public  lands,  and  be  subject  to  distribution,  should 
this  bill  become  a  law. 

In  looking  into  the  future  of  human  affairs,  and  judging 
of  them  from  the  past,  we  arc  constantly  liable  to  error, 
arising  from  the  difficulty  of  estimating  all  the  disturbing 
causes  which  may  intervene  to  produce  a  fluctuation  in  the 
course  and  current  of  events.  On  this  subject,  however, 
there  are  more  stable  and  constant  elements,  which  go  to 
make  up  the  data  of  our  calculations  than  generally  enter 
into  financial  estimates. 

The  sales  of  the  public  lands  rest  essentially  on  the 
wants  of  the  husbandman,  and  arc  limited  to  a  quantity 
little  exceeding  those  wants.  It  is  true,  when  the  price  is 
much  below  its  actual  value,  it  may  Ix^come  a  subject  of 
extensive  sfteculation,  but  even  then  the  amount  of  sales 
resolves  itself  into  the  same  element,  and  speculation  merely 
goes  in  advance  of  the  farmer,  who  purchases  for  actual 
occu]mtion,  witliout  increasing  the  aggregate  of  sates  in  a 
series  of  years.  The  princij)les  of  population  which  have 
developed  themselves  in  the  United  States  in  the  last  forty 
years  will  not,  probably,  change  materially  in  a  like  period 
to  come;  for,  within  that  time,  none  of  those  causes  which 
operate  as  checks  upon  population  can,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things,  have  existence  here;  nor  is  it  probable 
that  the  pifrsuits  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  will  es- 
S6ntially  change;  for  the  same  causes  which  have  made  us 
an  agricultural  community  are  likely  to  continue  without 
diminution,  so  long  as  the  means  of  subsistence  remain, 
as  now,  abundant  and  easy  to  be  procured;  and  so  long  as 
there  is  a  wide  public  domain  parcelled  out  and  ready 
for  sale  on  moderate  terms,  placing  a  home  and  a  freehold 
ih  the  power  of  all  that  have  the  wish  to  possess  them. 
The  population  of  our  country  is,  therefore,  likely  to  con- 
tinue its  ratio  of  increase,  and  Uie  habits  and  pursuits  of 
our  people  to  remain  the  same.  Hence  the  investments 
in  land  for  the  use  of  the  agriculturists  will  increase  in 
like  ratio  as  heretofore  with  the  increase  of  our  population. 

Prior  to  the  year  1800,  but  little  land  had  been  sold  by 
the  United  States,  and  there  was  at  that  time  of  wild  and 
uncultivated  land  within  the  bounds  of  the  now  States  of 
Maine,  Vermont,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
Cieorgia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio,  belonging  to 
the  States  and  individuals,  a  very  large  quantity,  the  amount 
of  which  cannot  be  very  accurately  ascertained,  but  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  it  exceeded  one  hundred  millions  of  acres. 
This  has  all,  or  nearly  all,  since  passed  into  the  hands  of 
actual  settlers;  and  there  has  been  sold  and  granted  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  within  that  period  about  fiAy 
millions  of  acres.  Thus  it  appears  there  have  been  taken 
up  and  converted  to  the  use  of  the  husbandman,  within 
the  last  thirty-five  years,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  wild  land;  and  in  the  mean  time  little  or 
none  heretofore  cultivated  has  been  abandoned.  The 
population  of  the  United  States  in  1800  was  four  millions, 
nearly;  at  this  time  it  is  about  fourteen  millions  five  hundred 
thousand;  and  as  the  increase  upon  four  millions  has,  in 
thirty-five  years,  required  one  hundred  and  fifty  million 
acres  of  new  land,  it  follows  that  a  like  increase  upon  four- 
teen million  five  hundred  thousand  will,  iu  «  ii^e  period, 


require  about  five  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  acres, 
rising  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  period  in  a  ratio 
of  progression;  the  average  amount  being  about  fifteen  mil- 
lions per  year. 

From  the  above  data,  your  committee  estimate  the  average 
receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the  next  ten 
years,  if  the  country  continue  in  peace,  if  the  land  system 
be  faithfully  preserved,  and  if  the  sales  be  guarded  from 
combination  and  fraud,  at  an  average  of  something  more 
than  $10,000,000  per  annum.  There  is  already  in  hand, 
to  be  divided  by  the  tenns  of  this  bill,  $20,571,125  75;  of 
this,  the  several  Stateo  will  be  entitled  to  receive  the  sums 
shown  by  the  annexed  table,  and  of  the  receipts  of  each 
succeeding  year,  until  the  next  census,  in  nearly  the  same 
proportions. 

Your  committee  report  the  bill  back  with  amendments, 
and  recommend  its  passage. 


Table  showing 

the  amount  to  which  each  State  will  be 

« 

entitled. 

t>der»l 

Sfi-ire  fi>r 

Fifteen  jier 

Tolallon«»w 

fKtpuIiUinn 

each  iH»le. 

cent,  to 

Slaif'S. 

399,437 

newSiates. 

Maine, 

689,020 

N.  Hamiwjhirc, 

269,326 

464,587 

Massachusetts, 

610,408 

1,052,953 

Rhode  Island, 

97,194 

167,659 

Connecticut, 

297,005 

513,472 

Vermont, 

280,657 

484,133 

New  York,     - 

1,918,553 

3,309,503 

New  Jersey,  - 

319,922 

651,866 

Pennsylvania, 

1,348,072 

2,325,424 

Delaware, 

.     75,432 

130,120 

Maryland, 

40:>,843 

700,079 

Virginia, 

1,023,503 

1,765,654 

N.  Carolina,  - 

639,747 

1,103,563 

S.  Carolina,   - 

455,026 

784,918 

Georgia, 

429,811 

741,423 

Kentucky, 

621,832 

1,072,660 

Tennessee,     - 

625,263 

1,078,578 

Ohio,     - 

935,884 

1,614,400 

230,844 

1,845,214 

Louisiana, 

171,694 

296,172 

67,661 

363,733 

Indiana, 

343,031 

591,728 

325,485 

917,213 

Illinois, 

157.147 

271,078 

483,760 

764,833 

Missouri, 

130,419 

224,972 

174,334 

399,326 

Mississippi,     - 

110,358 

190,367 

788,403 

978,770 

Alabama, 

262,508 

452,826 

541,940 

994,766 

[Report  referred  to  in  the  preceding.] 

April  16,   1832. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  made,  to 

the  Senate,  the  following  report : 

llie  Committee  on  Manufactures  have  been  instructed 
by  the  Senate  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  reducing 
the  price  of  public  lands,  and  of  ceding  them  to  the  sever^ 
States  within  which  they  are  situated,  on  reasonable  terms. 
Far  from  desiring  to  a.s8urae  the  duty  involved  in  this  im- 
portant inquiry,  it  is  known  to  the  Senate  that  a  majority 
of  the  committee  was  desirous  that  the  subject  should  have 
been  referred  to  some  other  committee.  But,  as  the  Seri- 
ate took  a  different  view  of  the  matter,  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures  have  felt  bound  to  acquiesce  in  its  dcrisuon;'' ; 
and,  having  bestowed  on  the  whole  subject  the  beet  coti- 
sideration  in  their  )K>wer,  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
Senate  the  result  of  their  inquiries  and  reflections. 

The  public  lands  belonging  to  the  General  GoveruiBrjjt 

are  situated,   1st,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  as 

defined  by  the  treaty  of  peace  which  terminated  the  tctoIu> 

tionaxy  war ;  and^  2diy^  within  the  boui^krira  of  .Louisiana 
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and  Florida,  ^88  ceded  by  FAmce  and  Spain,  respectively,  to 
the  United  States. 

IsL  At  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  there 
were  in  some  of  the  States  large  bodies  of  waste  and  unappro- 
priated lands,  principally  west  of  the  Allegany  mountains, 
and  in  the  Southern  or  Southwestern  quarters  of  the  Union, 
whilst  in  others,  of  more  circumscribed  or  better  defined 
limits,  no  such  resource  existed.  During  the  progress  of 
that  war,  the  question  was  agitated,  what  should  be  done 
with  these  lands  in  the  event  of  its  successful  termination  1 
That  question  was  likely  to  lead  to  paralyzing  divisions  and 
jealousies.  The  States  not  containing  any  considerable 
quantity  of  waste  lands  contended  that,  as  the  war  was 
waged  with  united  means,  with  equal  sacrifices,  and  at  the 
common  expense,  the  waste  lands  ought  to  be  considered  as 
a  common  property,  and  not  be  exclusively  appropriated  to 
the  benefit  of  the  particular  States  within  which  they  hap- 
pened to  be  situated.  These,  however,  resisted  the  claim, 
upon  the  ground  that  each  State  was  entitled  to  the  whole 
of  the  territory,  whether  waste  or  cultivated,  included  within 
its  chartered  limits.  To  check  the  progress  of  discontent, 
and  arrest  the  serious  consequences  to  which  the  agitation 
of  this  question  might  lead,  C^ongrcss  recommended  to  the 
States  to  make  liberal  cessions  of  the  waste  and  unseated 
lands  to  the  United  States;  and,  on  the  lOlh  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  ^^  Resolved,  That  the  unappropriated  lands  that 
may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  by  any 
particular  Stale,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Con- 
gress of  the  6th  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed  of  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,"  &c. 

In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  the 
several  States  containing  waste  and  uncultivated  lands  made 
cessions  of  them  to  the  United  States.  The  declared  ob- 
ject having  been  substantially  the  same  in  all  of  these  ces- 
sions, it  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  the  terms  of  some  of 
them.  The  first,  in  order  of  lime,  was  that  of  New  York, 
made  on  the  1st  day  of  March,  1781,  by  its  delegation  in 
Congress,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  I^egislature  of  the 
State ;  and  the  terms  of  the  deed  of  cession  expressly  pro- 
vide that  the  ceded  lands  and  territories  were  to  be  held, 
•*  to  and  for  the  only  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  States  as 
are,  or  shall  become,  parties  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion." That  of  Virginia  was  the  next  in  date,  but  by  far 
the  most  important  of  all  the  cessions  made  by  the  different 
States,  both  as  respects  the  extent  and  value  of  the  country 
ceded.  It  comprehended  the  right  of  that  Commonwealth 
to  the  vast  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  embracing, 
but  not  confined  to  the  limits  of,  the  present  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois.  The  deed  of  cession  was  executed 
by  the  delegation  of  Virginia  in  Congress,  in  1784,  agreea- 
bly to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  in  1783;  and,  among 
other  conditions,  the  deed  explicitly  declares  «that  all  the 
lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and 
not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the  before -men- 
tioned purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  a 
common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United 
States  as  have  become,  or  shall  become,  members  of  the  con- 
federation or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States,  Virginia  in- 
clusive, according  to  their  usual  respective  proportions  in 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  and  shall  be  faithfully 
and  bonafide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
nae  or  purpose  whatsoever."  Passing  by  the  cessions 
which  other  States,  prompted  by  a  magnanimous  spirit  of 
union  and  patriotism,  successively  made,  we  come  to  the 
last  in  the  series,  that  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  1802. 
The  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  entered  into  between 
that  State  and  the  United  States,  among  various  other  con- 
ditions, contain  the  unequivocal  declaration,  «that  all  the 
lands  ceded  by  this  agreement  to  the  United  States  shall, 
after  satisfying  the  above-mentioned  payment  of  one  million 
two  hundred  and  fi^  thousuid  doUan  to  the  State  of 


I  Georgia,  and  the  grants  recognised  by  the  preceding  con- 
ditions, be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  Georgia  included,  and  shall  be 
faitlifuUy  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatever." 

Thus,  by  the  clear  and  positive  terms  of  these  acts  of 
cession,  was  a  great,  public,  national  trust  created  and  as- 
sumed by  the  General  Government.  It  became  solemnly 
bound  to  hold  and  administer  the  lands  ceded,  as  a  com- 
mon fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  oil  the  States,  and  for 
no  other  use  or  purpose  whatever.  To  waste  or  misapply 
this  fund,  or  to  divert  it  from  the  common  benefit  for  which 
it  was  conveyed,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  trust.  The 
General  Government  has  no  more  power,  rightfully,  to  cede 
the  lands  thus  acquired  to  one  of  the  new  States,  without  a 
fair  equivalent,  than  it  could  rctrocede  them  to  the  State  or 
States  from  which  they  were  originally  obtained.  There 
would  indeed  be  much  mure  equity  in  the  latter  than  in  the 
former  case.  Nor  is  the  moral  responsibility  of  the  General 
Government  at  all  weakened  by  the  consideration  that,  if  it 
were  so  unmindful  of  its  duty  as  to  disregard  the  sacred 
character  of  the  trust,  there  might  be  no  competent  power, 
peacefully  applied,  which  could  coerce  its  faithful  execution. 
2d.  The  otiier  source  whence  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  have  been  acquired,  are,  1st,  the  treaty  of 
Louisiana,  concluded  in  1803;  and,  secondly,  the  treaty  of 
Florida,  signed  in  1819.  By  tlic  first,  all  the  country  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  extending  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
known  as  Louisiana,  which  had  successively  belonged  to 
France,  Spain,  and  France  again,  including  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  and  stretching  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Perdido,  was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  fifteen  .millions  of  dollars  which  they 
stipulated  to  pay,  and  have  since  punctually  paid,  to  France, 
besides  other  conditions  deemed  favorable  and  important  to 
her  interests.  By  the  treaty  of  Florida,  both  the  provinces 
of  East  and  West  Florida,  whether  any  portion  of  them 
was  or  was  not  actually  comprehended  within  the  true  limits 
of  Louisiana,  were  ceded  to  the  United  States,  in  considera- 
tion, besides  other  things,  of  the  payment  of  five  millions  of 
dollars,  which  they  agreed  to  pay,  and  have  since  accord- 
ingly paid. 

The  large  pecuniary  considerations  thus  paid  to  the.% 
two  foreign  Powers  were  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States ;  and,  consequently,  the  coun- 
tries for  which  they  formed  the  equivalents  ought  to  be  held 
and  deemed  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  To  divert  the  lands  from  that  general  ob- 
ject ;  to  misapply  or  sacrifice  them ;  to  squander  or  iroprov- 
idently  cast  them  away,  would  be  alike  subversive  of  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  and  contrary  to 
the  plain  dictates  of  the  duty  by  which  the  General  Gov- 
ernment stands  bound  to  the  States  and  to  the  whole  people. 
Prior  to  the  treaties  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  Congress 
had  adopted  a  system  for  surveying  and  selling  the  public 
lands,  devised  with  much  care  and  great  deliberation,  the 
advantages  of  which  having  been  fiilly  tested  by  experience, 
it  was  subsequently  applied  to  the  countries  acquired  by 
those  treaties.  According  to  that  system,  all  public  lands 
offered  for  sale  are  previously  accurately  surveyed,  by  Skil- 
ful surveyors,  in  ranges  of  townships  of  six  miles  square 
each,  which  townships  are  subdivided  into  thirty-six  equal 
divisions  or  square  miles,  called  sections,  by  lines  crossing 
iBach  other  at  right  angles,  and  generally  containing  640 
acres.  These  sections  are  again  divided  into  quarters,  and 
prior  to  the  year  1820,  no  ])erson  could  purchase  a  less 
quantity  than  a  quarter.  In  that  year,  provision  was  made 
for  the  further  division  of  the  sections  into  eighths,  thereby 
allowing  a  purchaser  to  buy  only  eighty  acres,  if  he  wished 
to  purchase  no  more.  During  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, further  to  extend  accommodation  to  purchasen  of  the 
public  lands,  and  especially  to  the  poorer  classes,  the  sec* 
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tions  havo  been  again  divided  into  sixteenths,  admitting  a 
purchase  of  only  forty  acres. 

This  uniform  system  of  surveying  and  dividing  the  pub- 
lic lands  applies  to  all  the  States  and  Territories  within 
which  they  are  situated.  Its  great  advantages  are  manifest. 
It  insures  perfect  security  of  title  and  certainty  of  boundary, 
and  consequently  avoids  those  perplexing  land  disputes, 
the  worst  of  all  species  of  litigation,  the  distressing  effects 
of  which  have  been  fatally  experienced  in  some  of  the 
We^m  States.  But  these  are  not  the  only  advantages, 
great  as  they  unquestionably  are.  The  system  lays  the 
foundation  of  useful  civil  institutions,  the  benefit  of  which 
is  not  confined  to  the  prettcnt  generation,  but  will  be  trans- 
mitted to  posterity. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  system  thus  briefly  sketched, 
the  progress  of  the  settlement  and  population  of  iho  public 
domain  of  the  United  States  h^  ^^n  altogether  unex> 
ampled.  Views  which  the  committee  will  hereafter  pre- 
sent conclusively  demonstrate  that,  whilst  the  spirit  of  free 
emigration  should  not  be  checked  or  counteracteid,  it  stands 
in  no  need  of  any  fresh  stimulus. 

Before  proceeding  to  perform  the  specific  duty  assigned 
to  the  committee  by  the  Senate,  they  had  thought  it  desim- 
ble  to  exhibit  some  general  views  of  this  great  national  re- 
source. For  that  purpose,  a  call,  through  the  Senate,  for 
information,  has  been  made  upon  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Government.  A  report  has  not  yet  been  made ;  but,  as 
the  committee  are  desirous  of  avoiding  any  delay,  not  alto- 
gether indispensable,  they  have  availed  diemselves  of  the 
report  from  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  under  date  the  6th  April,  1832,  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  A,  and  of  such  other  information  as  was 
accessible  to  them. 

From  that  report,  it  appears  tlial  the  aggregate  of  all 
sums  of  money  which  have  been  expended  by  tlio  United 
States  in  the  acquisition  of  the  public  lands,  including  in- 
terest on  account  of  the  purchases  of  Louisiana  and  Florida 
up  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1831,  and  including  also 
expenses  in  their  sale  and  management,  is  $4S,077,651  40 ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  money  received  at  the  Treasury  for 
proceeds  of  the  sales  uf  the  public  lands  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1831,  is  537,272,713  31.  The  Government, 
therefore,  has  not  been  reimbursed  by  $10,804,838  90. 
According  to  the  same  report,  it  appears  that  the  estimated 
Amount  of  unsold  lands,  on  which  the  foreign  and  Indian 
titles  have  been  extinguished  U  227,293,684  acres,  within 
the  limits  of  the  new  States  and  'renitorics ;  and  that  the 
Indian  title  remains  on  1 13,577,869  acres  within  the  same 
limits.  That  there  have  been  granted  to  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  and  Alabama,  for  internal  improvements, 
2,187,665  acres;  for  colleges,  academies,  and  universities, 
in  the  new  States  and  Territories,  the  quantity  of  508,009  ; 
fer  education,  being  the  thirty -sixth  part  of  the  public  lands 
appropriated  for  common  schools,  the  amount  of  7,952,538 
acres ;  and  for  seats  of  Government  in  some  of  the  new 
States  and  Territories,  21,589  acres.  By  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  communicated 
to  Congress  with  the  annual  message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  December,  1827,  the  total  quantity  of 
the  public  lands,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  new  States 
and  Territories,  was  estimated  to  he  750,000,000.  The 
aggregate,  therefore,  of  all  the  unsold  and  unappropriated 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  surveyed  and  unsurveyed, 
on  which  the  Indian  title  remains  or  has  been  extinguished, 
lying  within  and  without  the  boundaries  of  the  new  States 
and  Territories,  agreeably  to  the  two  reports  now  refernd 
to,  is  1,090,871,753  acres.  There  has  been  188,988,224 
acres  surveyed,  and  the  quantity  only  of  19,289,412  acres 
add  up  to  the  1st  January,  1826.  When  the  information 
called  for  shall  be  received,  the  subaequent  surveys  and  sales 
up  to  the  present  period  will  be  ascertained. 

The  committee  are  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  inquire 


into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
and  also  of  ceding  them  to  the  several  States  in  which  they 
are  situated,  on  reasonable  terms.  The  committee  will  pro- 
ceed to  examine  these  two  subjects  of  inquiry  distinctly, 
beginning  first  with  that  which  relates  to  a  reduction  of 
price. 

1 .  According  to  the  existing  mode  of  selling  the  public 
landit,  they  are  first  offered  at  public  auction  for  what  they 
will  bring  in  a  free  and  fair  competition  among  the  pur- 
chasers ;  when  the  public  sales  cease,  the  lands  remaining 
unsold  may  be  bought,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  establiahed 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  p»  acre.  The  price  was 
reduced  to  that  sum  in  1820,  fxt>m  $2  per  acre,  at  which 
it  had  previously  stood  from  the  first  establishment  of  the 
present  system  of  selling  public  lands.  A  leading  consid- 
eration with  Congress,  in  thfe  reduction  of  the  price,  wss 
that  of  subnituting  cash  sales  for  the  credits  which  had  been 
before  allowed,  and  which,  on  many  accounts,  it  wss 
deemed  expedient  to  abolish.  A  further  reduction  of  the 
price,  if  called  for  by  the  public  interests,  must  be  required, 
either,  Ist,  Because  the  Government  now  demands  more 
than  a  fair  price  for  the  public  lands;  or,  2dly,  Because  the 
existing  price  retards,  injuriously,  the  settlement  and  popu- 
lation of  the  new  States  and  I'erritories.  These  sugges- 
tions deserve  separate  and  serious  considerations. 

I.  The  committee  possess  no  means  of  determining  the 
exact  value  of  all  the  public  lands  now  in  market;  nor  is  it 
material,  at  the  present  time,  that  the  precise  worth  of  each 
township  or  section  should  be  accurately  known.  It  it 
presumable  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  immense 
quantity  offered  to  sale,  or  held  by  the  United  States, 
would  not  now  command,  and  may  not  be  intrinsically 
worth,  the  minimum  price  fixed  by  law;  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  certain  that  a  large  part  is  worth  more.  If  there  could 
he  a  discrimination  made,  and  the  Government  had  any 
motive  to  hasten  the  sales  beyond  the  regular  demands  of 
the  population,  it  might  be  proper  to  estabHsh  dififerent 
rates,  according  to  the  classes  of  land;  but  the  Government, 
having  no  inducement  to  such  accelerstion,  has  hithertu 
proceeded  on  the  liberal  |K>licy  of  establishing  a  moderate 
price,  and  by  subdivisions  of  the  sections,  so  as  to  accom- 
modate the  poorer  citizens,  has  placed  the  acquisition  of  a 
home  within  the  reach  of  every  industrious  man.  For 
$100  any  one  may  now  purchase  eighty,  or  for  $50,  forty 
acres  of  first-  rate  land,  yielding,  with  proper  cultivation, 
from  fifty  to  eighty  bushels  of  Indian  com  per  acre,  or  other 
'  equivalent  crops. 

j  There  is  no  more  satisfactory  criterion  of  the  fairness  of 
;  the  price  of  an  article  than  that  arising  from  the  briskness 
I  of  sal^  when  it  is  offered  in  the  market.  On  applying 
I  this  rule,  the  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  irresistible,  that 
the  established  price  is  not  too  high.  The  amount  of  the 
!  sales  in  the  3^ear  1828,  was  $1,018,308  75;  in  1829, 
$1,517,175  13;  in  1830,  $2,329,356  14;  and,  during  the 
year  1831,  $3,000,000.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury observes  in  his  annual  report,  at  the  commencement  at 
this  session,  that  <<  the  receipts  from  the  public  lands^  du- 
ring the  present  year,  it  will  be  perceived,  have  likewies 
exceeded  the  estimates,  and  indeed  have  gone  beyond  all 
former  example.  It  is  believed  that,  notwithstanding  the 
large  amount  of  scrip  and  forfeited  land  stocJi  that  may  scfll 
be  absorbed  in  payment  for  lands,  yet,  if  the  surveys  now 
projected  be  completed,  the  receipts  from  this  source  of 
revenue  will  not  fall  greatly  below  those  of  the  present 
year."  And  he  estimates  the  receipts  during  the  cnrtent 
year,  from  this  source,  at  three  millions  of  dollara.  It  is 
incredible  to  suppose  that  the  amount  of  sales  tvould  have 
risen  to  so  large  a  sum  if  the  price  had  been  unreasonaUy 
high.  The  committee  are  aware  that  the  annual  receipts 
may  be  expected  to  fluctuate,  as  fresh  lands,  in  £ivorite  dis- 
tricts, are  brought  into  market,  and  according  to  the  activi- 
ty or  sluggishness  of  emigration  ^^/^i^^J'^^^/f  1^ 
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Against  any  considerable  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  unless  it  be  necessary  to  a  more  rapid  popu- 
lation of  the  new  States,  which  will  be  hereafter  examined, 
there  are  weighty,  if  not  decisive  considerations. 

1.  The  Government  is  the  proprietor  of  much  the 
largest  quantity  of  the  unseated  lands  of  the  United  State?. 
What  it  has  in  market  bears  a  large  proportion  to  the  whole 
of  the  occupied  lands  within  their  limits.  If  a  considera- 
ble quantity  of  any  article,  land,  or  any  commodity  what- 
ever, is  in  market,  the  price  at  which  it  is  sold  will  affect,  in 
some  degree,  the  value  of  the  whole  of  that  article,  wheth- 
er exposed  to  sale  or  not.  The  influence  of  a  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  would  probably  be  felt 
throughout  the  Union;  certainly  in  all  the  Western  States, 
and  most  in  those  which  contain,  or  are  nearest  to,  the  pub- 
lic lands.  There  ought  to  be  the  most  cogent  and  conclu- 
sive reasons  for  adopting  a  measure  which  might  seriously 
impair  the  value  of  the  property  oi  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country.  Whilst  it  is  decidedly  the  most  important  class 
in  the  community,  most  patient,  patriotic,  and  acquiescent 
in  whatever  public  policy  is  pursued,  it  is  unable  or  un- 
willing to  resort  to  those  means  of  union  and  concert  which 
other  interests  employ  to  make  themselves  heard  and  respect- 
ed. Government  should,  therefore,  feel  itself  constantly 
bound  to  guard,  with  sedulous  care,  the  rights  and  welftre 
of  the  great  body  of  our  yeomanry.  Would  it  be  just  to- 
wards those  who  have  heretofore  purchased  public  lands  at 
higher  prices,  to  say  nothing  as  to  the  residue  of  the  agri- 
cidtural  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  make  such  a  re- 
duction, and  thereby  impair  the  value  of  their  property  1 
Ought  not  any  such  plan  of  reduction,  if  adopted,  to  be 
accompanied  with  compensation  for  the  injury  which  they 
would  inevitably  sustaini 

2.  A  material  reduction  of  price  would  excite  and  stimu- 
late the  spirit  of  speculation,  now  dormant,  and  probably 
lead  to  a  transfer  of  vast  quantities  of  the  public  domain 
from  the  control  of  Government  to  the  hands  of  the  specu- 
lator. At  the  existing  price,  and  with  such  extensive  dis- 
tricts as  the  public  constantly  offers  in  the  market,  there  is 
no  great  temptation  to  speculation.  The  demand  is  regu- 
lar, keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of  emigration,  and  is 
supplied  on  known  and  moderate  terms.  If  the  price  were 
much  reduced,  the  strongest  incentives  to  engrossment  of 
the  better  lands  would  be  presented  to  large  capitalists;  and 
the  emigrant,  instead  of  being  able  to  purchase  from  his 
own  Government  upon  uniform  and  established  conditions, 
might  be  compelled  to  give  much  higher  and  more  fluctua- 
ting prices  to  the  speculator.  An  illustration  of  this  effect 
is  afforded  by  the  military  bounty  lands  granted  during  the 
late  war.  Thrown  into  market  at  prices  below  the  Govern- 
ment rate,  they  notoriously  became  an  object  of  speculation, 
and  have  principally  fallen  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
retarding  the  settlement  of  the  districts  which  include  them. 

3.  The  greatest  emigration  that  is  believed  now  to  take ' 
place  from  any  of  the  States,  is  from  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and 
Tennessee.  The  effects  of  a  material  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  would  be,  Ist.  To  lessen  the  value 
of  real  estate  in  those  three  States.  2d.  To  diminish 
their  interest  in  the  public  domain,  as  a  common  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  States.  And,  3dly.  To  offer  what 
would  operate  as  a  bounty  to  further  emigration  from  those 
States,  occasioning  more  and  more  lands  situated  within 
them  to  be  thrown  into  the  market,  thereby  not  only  les- 
sening the  value  of  their  lands,  but  draining  them  both  of 
their  population  and  currency. 

And,  lastly.  Congress  has,  within  a  few  years,  made 
laige  and  liberal  grants  of  the  public  lands  to  several  States. 
To  Ohio,  922,937  acres;  to  Indiana,  384,728  acres;  to  Il- 
linois, 480,000  acres;  and  to  Alabama,  400,000  acres; 
amounting  together  to  2,187,665  acjes.  Coniiderable 
portions  of  these  lands  yet  remain  unsold.  The  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  public  land%  generally,  would  impair  the 


value  of  those  granta,  as  well  as  injuriously  affect  that  of 
the  lands  which  have  been  sold  in  virtue  of  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  inferred  and  contended,  from  the 
large  amount  of  public  land  remaining  unsold,  af>er  having 
been  so  long  ex|K>sed  to  sale,  that  the  price  at  which  it  is 
held  is  too  high.  But  this  apparent  tardiness  is  satisfac- 
torily explained  by  the  immense  quantity  uf  public  lands 
which  have  been  'put  into  the  market  by  Government.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  new  States  have  constantly  and 
urgently  pressed  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title  npon 
lands  within  their  respective  limits,  and,  after  its  extinction, 
that  they  should  be  brought  into  market  as  rapidly  as  prac- 
ticable. The  liberal  {lolicy  of  the  General  Government, 
coinciding  with  the  wishes  of  the  new  State^i,  has  prompt- 
ed it  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  emigrants  from  every  part  of 
the  Union,  by  exhibiting  vast  districts  of  land  for  sale  in 
all  the  States  and  Territories,  thus  offering  every  variety  of 
climate  and  situation  to  the  free  choice  of  settlers.  From 
these  causes,  it  has  resulted  that  the  power  of  emigration 
has  been  totally  incompetent  to  absorb  the  immense  bodies 
of  waste  lands  offered  in  the  market.  For  the  capacity  to 
purchase  is,  after  all,  limited  by  the  emigration,  and  the  pro- 
gressive increase  of  population.  If  the  quantity  thrown  into 
the  market  had  been  quadrupled,  the  probability  is  that  there 
would  not  have  been  much  more  annually  sold  than  actual- 
ly has  been.  With  such  extensive  fields  for  selection  be- 
fore them,  purchasers,  embarrassed  as  to  the  choice  which 
they  should  make,  are  sometimes  probably  influenced  by 
caprice  or  accidental  causes.  Whilst  the  better  lands  re- 
main, those  of  secondary  value  will  not  be  purchased.  A 
judicious  farmer  or  planter  would  sooner  give  one  dollar  and 
a  quarter  per  acre  for  first-rate  land,  than  receive  as  a  dona- 
tion land  of  inferior  quality,  if  be  were  compelled  to  settle 
upon  it 

It  is  also  contended  that  the  price  of  the  public  land  is  a 
tax;  and  that  at  a  period  when,  in  consequence  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt  and  the  fiuaiicial  prosperity  of  the 
United  States,  the  Government  is  enabled  to  (Uspense  with 
revenue,  that  tax  ought  to  be  reduced,  and  the  revenue 
arising  from  the  sales  be  thereby  diminished.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  i^  as  has  been  before  stated, 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  stimu- 
late s]ieculatlon,  the  consequence  would  probably  be,  at 
least  for  some  years,  an  augmentation  of  the  revenue  from 
that  source.  Should  it  have  the  effect  of  speculation  sup- 
posed, it  would  probably  also  retard  the  settlement  of  the 
new  States,  by  placing  the  lands  engrossed  by  speculators, 
in  anticipation  of  increased  value,  beyond  the  reach  of 
emigrants.  If  it  were  true  that  the  price  demanded  by 
Government  operated  as  a  tax,  the  question  would  still  re- 
main whether  that  price  exceeded  the  fair  value  of  the  land 
which  emigrants  are  in  the  habit  of  purehasingi  and,  if  it 
did  not,  there  would  be  no  just  ground  for  its  reduction. 
And  assuming  it  to  be  a  tax,  it  might  be  proper  to  inquire 
who  pays  the  tax?  the  new  or  the  old  States-r-the  States 
that  send  out  or  the  States  that  receive  the  emigrentsi  In 
the  next  place,  regarded  as  a  tax,  those  who  have  hereto- 
fore made  purchases  at  the  higher  rate  have  already  paid 
the  tax,  and  are  as  much  deserving  the  equitable  considera- 
tion of  the  Government  as  those  who  might  hereafter  be 
disposed  to  purchase  at  the  reduced  rate.  It  is  proper  to 
add  that,  by  the  repeal  and  reduction  contemplated  of  duties 
upon  articles  of  foreign  import,  subsequent  purchasen  of 
^e  public  lands,  as  far  as  they  are  consumen  of  those 
articles,  will  share  in  the  general  relief;  and  will  consequent- 
ly be  enabled  to  apply  more  of  their  means  to  the  purchase 
of  land. 

But  in  no  reasonable  sense  can  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  be  considered  as  the  imposition  of  a  Ux.  The  Gov- 
ernment, in  their  disposal,  acts  as  a  trustee  for  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  that  character,  holds 
and  offen  them  in  the  mark^.     Thoie  who  want  them 
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buy  them,  because  it  is  their  inclination  to  buy  them. 
There  is  no  compulsion  in  tlie  case.  The  purchase  is  per- 
fectly voluntary,  like  that  of  any  other  article  which  is  of- 
fered in  the  market.  In  making  it,  the  purchaser  looks 
exclusively  to  his  own  interest.  The  motive  of  augment- 
ing the  public  revenue,  or  any  other  motive  than  that  of 
his  own  advantage,  never  enters  into  his  consideration. 
The  Government,  therefore,  stands  to  the  purchaser  in  the 
relation  merely  of  the  vender  of  a  subject  which  the  pur- 
chaser's own  welfare  prompts  him  to  acquire;  and,  in  this 
respect,  does  not  vary  from  the  relation  which  exists  between 
any  private  vender  of  waste  lands,  and  the  purchaser  from 
him.  Nor  docs  the  use  to  which  the  Government  may 
think  proper  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  give  the  smallest  strength  to  the  idea  that  the  pur- 
chase of  them  is  tantamount  to  the  payment  of  a  tax.  The 
Government  may  employ  those  proceeds  as  a  part  of  its 
ordinary  revenue,  or  it  may  apply  them  in  any  other  man- 
ner, consistent  with  the  constitution,  which  it  deems  prop- 
er. Revenue  and  taxation  arc  not  always  relative  terms. 
There  may  be  revenue  without  taxation.  There  may  be 
taxation  without  revenue.  There  may  be  sources  of  estab- 
lished revenue  which  not  only  do  not  imply,  but  which 
supersede,  taxation.  Is  the  consideration  paid  for  land  to  a 
private  individual  to  be  deemed  a  tax,  because  that  individ- 
ual may  happen  to  use  it  as  a  part  of  his  income? 

2.  Is  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  neces- 
sary to  accelerate  the  settlement  and  population  of  the 
States  within  which  they  are  situated?  Those  States  are 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Ilhnoia,  Missouij,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana.  If  their  growth  has  been  unreasonably 
slow  and  tardy,  we  may  conclude  that  some  fresh  impulse, 
such  as  that  under  consideration,  is  needed.  Prior  to  the 
treaty  of  Greenville,  concluded  in  1 795,  there  were  but  few 
settlements  within  the  limits  of  the  present  State  of  Ohio. 
Principally  since  that  period,  that  is,  within  a  term  of  about 
forty  years,  that  State,  from  a  wildeniesa,  the  haunt  of 
savages  and  wild  beasts,  has  risen  into  a  powerful  Common- 
wealth, containing,  at  this  time,  a  population  of  a  million 
of  souls,  and  holding  the  third  or  fourth  rank  among  the 
largest  States  in  the  Union.  During  the  greater  part  of 
that  term,  the  minimum  price  of  the  public  lands  was  two 
dollars  per  acre;  and  of  the  large  quantity  with  which  the 
settlement  of  that  State  commenced,  there  only  remain  to 
be  sold  5,586,S34  acres. 

The  aggregate  population  of  the  United  States,  exclusive 
of  the  Territories,  increased,  from  the  year  1820  to  1830, 
from  9,579,873  to  12,716,697.  The  rate  of  the  increase, 
during  the  whole  term  of  ten  years,  including  a  fraction, 
may  be  stated  at  thirty-three  per  cent  The  principle  of 
population  is  presumed  to  have  full  scope  generally  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Any  Sute,  therefore,  which 
has  exceeded  or  fallen  short  of  that  rate,  may  bo  fairly  as- 
sumed to  have  gained  or  lost  by  emigration  nearly  to  the 
extent  of  the  excess  or  deficiency.  From  a  table  accom- 
panying this  report,  (marked  B,)  the  Senate  will  see  pre- 
sented various  interesting  views  of  the  progress  of  popula- 
tion in  the  several  States.  In  that  table,  it  will  be  seen 
that  each  of  eleven  States  exceeded,  and  each  of  thirteen 
fell  shoit,  of  an  increase  at  the  average  rate  of  thirty -three 
per  cent.  The  greatest  increase,  during  the  term,  was  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  where  it  was  one  hundred  and  eighty 
five  per  cent.,  or  at  the  rate  of,  18^  per  cent,  per  annum; 
and  the  least  was  in  Delaware,  where  it  was  less  than  six 
per  cent.  The  seven  States  embracing  the  public  lands 
had  a  population,  in  1820,  of  1,207,165,  and  in  1830 
2,238,802,  exhibiting  an  average  increase  of  85  per  cent 
The  seventeen  States  containing  no  part  of  the  public  lands 
had  a  population  in  1820  of  8,372,707,  and  in  1830  of 
10,477,895,  presenting  an  average  increase  of  only  25  per 
cent.  The  thirteen  States,  whose  increase,  according  to 
the  table,  was  below  33  per  cent,  contained  in  1820  a 


population  of  5,939,759,  and  in  1830  of  6,966,600,  ex- 
hibiting an  average  increase  of  only  seventeen  per  cent. 
The  increase  of  the  seven  new  States  upon  a  capital  which, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  terrn^  was  1,207,165,  has 
been  greater  than  that  of  the  thirteen  whose  capital  then 
was  5,939,759.  In  three  pf  the  eleven  States,  (Tennes- 
see, Georgia,  and  Maine,)  whose  population  exceeded  the 
average  increase  of  33  per  cent.,  there  were  public  lands 
belonging  to  those  States;  and  in  the  fourth,  (New  Yoik,) 
the  excess  is  probably  attributable-  to  the  ra{^  growth  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  to  waste  lands  in  the  western  part  of 
tliat  State,  and  to  the  great  development  of  its  vast  resour- 
ces by  means  of  extensive  internal  improvementa. 

These  authentic  views  of  the  progress  of  population  in 
the  seven  new  States  demonstrate  that  it  is  most  rapid  and 
gratifying;  that  it  needs  no  such  additional  stimulus  as  a 
farther  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands;  and  that, 
by  preserving  and  persevering  in  the  established  system  for 
selling  them,  the  day  is  near  at  hand  when  those  Stated, 
now  respectable,  may  become  great  and  powerful  memben 
of  the  confederacy. 

Complaints  exist  in  the  new  States,  that  large  bodies  of 
lands  in  their  respective  territories,  being  owned  by  the 
General  Government,  are  exempt  from  taxation  to  meet 
the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  Governments,  and  other 
local  charges;  that  this  exemption  continues  for  five  years 
after  the  sale  of  any  particular  tract;  and  that  land  being 
the  principal  source  of  the  revenue  of  those  States,  an 
undue  share  of  the  burden  of  sustaining  the  expenses  of 
the  State  GovernmenU  falk  upon  the  resident  populattoo. 
To  all  these  complaints  it  may  be  answered  that,  by  volun- 
tary compacts  between  the  new  States,  respectively,  and 
the  General  Government,  five  percent,  of  the  nett  proceeds 
of  all  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  included  within  their 
limita  are  appropriated  for  internal  impjpvements  leading 
to  or  within  those  States;  that  a  section  of  land  in  each 
township,  or  one  tliirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  of  the  pub- 
he  lands  embraced  within  their  respective  boundaries,  has 
been  reserved  for  purposes  of  education;  and  that  the  policy 
of  the  General  Government  has  been  uniformly  marked  by 
great  liberality  towards  the  new  States,  in  making  various, 
and  some  very  extensive,  grants  of  the  public  lands  for  local 
purposes.  But,  in  accordance  with  the  same  spirit  oi 
liberality,  the  committee  would  recommend  an  appropria- 
tion to  each  of  the  seven  States  referred  to  of  a  further  sum 
of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  that 
part  of  the  public  land  which  lies  within  it,  for  object^i  oi 
internal  improvement  in  their  respective  limits.  The  ten- 
dency of  such  an  appropriation  will  be  not  only  to  benefit 
those  States,  but  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  public  lands 
remaining  to  be  sold. 

II.  The  committee  have  now  to  proceed  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  inquiry  whic-h  tliey  were  required  to  make, 
that  of  the  expediency  of  ceding  the  public  lands  Xo  th^ 
several  States  in  which  they  are  situated,  on  reasonable 
tem)8.  The  inquiry  comprehends,  in  ita  consequences^  a 
cession  of  the  whole  public  domain  of  the-  United  i^tates, 
whether  lying  within  or  beyond  the  limita  of  the  present 
States  and  Teiritories.  For,  although  in  the  terms  of  the 
inquiry,  it  is  limited  to  the  new  States,  cessions  to  them 
would  certainly  be  followed  by  similar  cessions  to  other  new 
States,  as  they  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Three  of  the  present  Territories  have  nearly  at- 
tained the  requisite  population  entitling  them  to  be  received 
as  members  of  the  confederacy,  and  they  shortly  will  be 
admitted.  (Congress  could  not  consistently  avoid  ceding  to 
them  the  public  lands  within  their  limits,  after  having  made 
such  cessions  to  the  other  States.  The  compact  with  the 
State  of  Ohio  formed  the  model  of  compacta  with  all  the 
other  new  States,  as  they  were  successively  admitted. 

Whether  the  question  of  a  transfer  of  the  public  lands 
be  considered  in  the  limited  or  more  extensive  view  of  it 
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which  has  been  stated,  it  is  one  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  demanding  the  most  deliberate  consideiation.  From 
the  statements,  founded  on  official  reports,  made  in  the 
preceding  part  of  thin  report,  it  has  been  seen  that  the 
quantity  of  unsold  and  unappropriated  lands  lying  within 
die  limits  of  the  new  States  and  Territories  is  840,871,753 
acres,  and  the  quantity  beyond  those  limits  is  760,000,000, 
presenting  an  aggregate  of  1,090,871,753  acres.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  conceive  a  question  of  greater  magnitude  than  that 
of  relinquishing  this  immense  amount  of  national  property. 
Estimating  its  value  according  to  the  minimum  price,  it 
presents  the  enonnous  sum  of.  1,363,689,691  dollars.  If 
it  be  said  that  a  large  portion  of  it  will  never  command 
that  price,  it  is  to  be  observed,  on  the  other  hand,  that,  as 
fresh  lands  are  brought  into  market  and  exposed  to  sale  at 
public  auction,  many  of  them  sell  at  prices  exceeding  one 
dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  Supposing  the  public  lands 
to  be  worth,  on  the  average,  one  half  of  the  minimum 
price,  they  would  still  present  the  immense  sum  of 
66 1 ,  794, 846  dollars.  The  least  favorable  view  which  can 
be  taken  of  them,  is  that  of  considering  them  a  capital 
yielding,  at  present,  an  income  of  three  millions  of  dollars 
annually.  Assuming  the  ordinary  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
interest  per  annum  as  the  standard  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  that  capital,  it  would  be  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  But 
this  income  has  been  progressively  increasing.  The  average 
increase  during  the  six  last  years  has  been  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-three  per  cent  per  annum.  Supposing  it  to  con- 
tinue in  the  same  ratio,  at  the  end  of  a  little  more  than 
four  years  the  income  would  be  double,  and  make  the 
capital  100,000,000  dollara.  Whilst  the  population  of  the 
United  States  increase  only  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  the 
increase  of  the  demand  for  the  public  lands  is  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-three  per  cent,  furnishing  another  evidence  that 
the  progress  of  emigration,  and  the  activity  of  sales,  have 
not  been  checked  by  the  price  demanded  by  Government. 

In  whatever  light,  therefore,  this  great  subiect  is  viewed, 
the  transfer  of  &e  public  lands  from  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States,  for  whose  benefit  they  are  now  held,  to 
the  people  inhabiting  the  new  States,  must  be  regarded  as 
the  most  momentous  meaFure  ever  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress.  If  such  a  measure  could  find  any 
justification,  it  must  arise  out  of  some  radical  and  incura- 
ble defect  in  the  construction  of  the  General  Government 
properly  to  administer  the  public  domain.  But  the  exist- 
ence of  any  such  defect  is  contradicted  by  the  most  suc- 
cessful experience.  No  branch  of  the  public  service  has 
evinced  more  system,  uniformity,  and  wisdom,  or  given 
more  general  satisfaction,  than  that  of  the  administration  of 
the  public  lands. 

If  the  proposed  cession  to  the  new  States  were  to  be  made 
at  a  fnir  price,  such  as  the  General  Government  could  ob- 
tain from  individual  purchasers  under  the  present  system, 
there  would  be  no  motive  for  it  unless  the  new  States  are 
more  competent  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands  than  the 
common  Government.  They  are  now  sold  under  one  uni- 
form plan,  regulated  and  controlled  by  a  single  legislative 
authority,  and  the  practical  operation  is  perfectly  under- 
stood. If  they  were  transferred  to  the  new  States,  the 
subsequent  disposition  would  be  according  to  laws  emana- 
ting from  various  legislative  sources.  Competition  would 
probably  arive  between  the  new  States  in  the  terms  which 
they  would  oflfer  to  purchasers.  Each  State  would  be  de- 
sirous of  inviting  tlie  greatest  number  of  emigrants,  not 
only  for  the  laudable  purpose  of  populating  rapidly  its  own 
territories,  but  with  tlie  view  to  the  acquisition  of  funds  to 
enable  it  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Collisions  between  the  States  would  probably  arise, 
and  their  injurious  consequences  may  be  iniagined.  A 
spirit  of  hazardous  speculation  would  lie  engendered. 
Various  schemes  in  the  new  States  would  be  put  afloat  to 
sell  or  divide  the  public  lands.     Companies  and  combina' 


tions  would  be  formed  in  this  country,  if  not  in  foreign 
countries,  presenting  gigantic  and  tempting,  but  delusive 
projects;  and  the  history  of  legislation,  in  some  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  admonishes  us  that  a  too  ready  ear  is 
sometimes  given  by  a  majority  in  a  legislative  assembly  to 
such  projects. 

A  decisive  objection  to  such  a  transfer  for  a  &ir  equiva- 
lent, is,  that  it  would  establish  a  new  and  dangerous  rela- 
tion between  the  General  Government  and  the  new  States. 
In  abolishing  the-credit  which  had  been  allowed  to  purcha- 
sers of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  year  1820,  Congress 
was  principally  governed  by  the  consideration  of  the  ex- 
pediency and  hazard  of  accumulating  a  large  amount  of 
debt  in  the  new  States,  all  bordering  on  each  other.  Such 
an  accumulation  was  deemed  unwise  and  unsafe.  It  pre- 
sented a  new  bond  of  interest,  of  sympathy,  and  of  union, 
partially  operating  to  the  possible  piejudice  of  the  common 
bond  of  the  whole  Union.  But  that  debt  was  a  debt  due 
from  individuals,  and  it  was  attended  with  this  encoura- 
ging security,  that  purchasers,  as  they  successively  com- 
pleted the  payments  for  their  lands,  would  naturally  be  dis- 
posed to  aid  the  Government  in  enforcing  payment  from 
delinquents.  The  project  which  the  committee  are  now 
considering,  is,  to  sell  to  the  States,  in  their  sovereign 
character,  and,  consequently,  to  render  them  public  debtors 
to  the  General  Government  to  an  immense  amount.  This 
would  inevitably  create  between  the  debtor  States  a  com- 
mon feeling,  and  a  common  interest,  distin<^t  from  the  rest 
of  the  Union.  Those  States  are  all  in  the  Western  and 
Southwestern  quarter  of  the  Union,  remotest  from  the 
centre  of  federal  power.  The  debt  would  be  felt  as  a  load 
from  which  they  woukl  constantly  be  desirous  to  relieve 
themselves;  and  it  would  operate  as  a  strong  temptation, 
weakening,  if  not  dangerous,  to  the  existing  cx>nfcderacy. 
The  committee  have  the  most  animating  hopes  and  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  strength  and  power  and  durability 
of  our  happy  Union;  and  the  attachment  and  warm  affec- 
tion of  every  member  of  the  confederacy  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed: but  we  have  authority,  higher  than  human,  for  the  in- 
struction, that  it  is  wise  to  avoid  all  temptation. 

In  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  a  population,  at  the  last 
censqs,  of  157,445,  there  are  31,395,669  acres  of  public 
land,  including  that  part  on  which  the  Indian  title  remains 
to  be  extinguished.  If  we  suppose  it  to  be  worth  only 
half  the  minimum  price,  it  would  amount  to  ^19,622,480. 
How  would  that  State  be  able  to  pay  such  an  enormous 
debt?     How  could  it  pay  oven  the  annual  interest  upon  it? 

Supposing  the  debtor  States  to  fail  to  comply  with  their 
engagements,  in  what  mode  could  they  be  enforced  by  the 
General  Government?  In  treaties  lietween  independent 
nations,  the  ultimate  remedy  is  well  known.  The  appre- 
hension of  an  appeal  to  that  remedy,  seconding  the  sense  of 
justice,  and  the  regard  for  character  which  prevail  among 
Christian  and  civilized  natit>ns,  constitutes,  generally,  ade- 
quate security  for  the  performance  of  national  compacts. 
But  this  last  remedy  would  be  totally  inadmissible  in  case 
of  delinquency  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  States.  The  re- 
lations between  the  General  Government  and  the  members 
of  the  confederacy  are  happily  those  of  peace,  friendship, 
and  fraternity,  and  exclude  all  idea  of  force  and  war. 
Could  the  Judiciary  coerce  the  debtor  States?  On  what 
could  their  process  oi)erate?  Could  the  properly  of  inno- 
cent citizens,  residing  within  the  limits  of  those  States,  be 
justly  seized  by  the  General  Government,  and  held  respon- 
sible for  debts  contracted  by  the  States  themselves  in  their 
sovereign  character?  If  a  mortgage  upon  the  lands  ceded 
were  retained,  that  mortgage  would  prevent  or  retard  sub- 
sequent sales  by  the  States;  and  if  individuak  bought,  sub- 
ject to  the  encumbrance,  a  parental  Govenunetit  could 
never  resort  to  the  painful  measure  of  disturbing  them  in 
their  possessions. 

Delinquency  on  the  part  of  the  debtfi  S^t^E^^^p^l^be 
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iu«vitible,  aod  there  would  be  no  efTeetual  remedy  for  the 
delinquency.  They  would  come  again  and  again  to  Con- 
gress, stdidiing  time  and  indulgence,  until,  finding  the 
weight  of  the  debt  intolerable,  Congress,  wearied  by  reite- 
rated applications  for  relief,  would  finally  resolve  to  spunge 
the  debt;  or,  if  Congress  attempted  to  enforce  its  payment, 
another  and  a  worse  alternative  would  be  embraced. 

If  the  proposed  cession  be  made  for  a  price  merely  nomi- 
nal, it  would  be  contiaiy  to  the  express  conditions  of  the 
original  cessions  from  primitive  States  to  Congress^  and 
contrary  to  the  obligations  which  the  General  Government 
stands  under  to  the  whole  people  of  these  United  8tateH, 
arising  out  of  the  fact  that  the  acquisitions  of  Louisiana 
and  Florida,  and  from  Georgia,  were  obtained  at  a  great 
expense,  borne  from  the  common  treasure,  and  incurred 
for  the  common  benefit  Such  a  gratuitous  cession  could 
not  be  made  without  a  positive  violation  of  a  solemn  trust, 
and  without  manifest  injustice  to  the  old  States.  And  its 
inequality  among  the  new  Stales  would  be  as  marked  as 
its  injustice  to  the  old  would  be  indefensible.  Thus,  Mis- 
souri, with  a  population  of  140,455,  would  acquire 
38,292,151  acres;  and  the  Stete  of  Ohio,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  935,884,  would  obtain  only  5,586,834  acres. 
Supposing  a  division  of  the  land  among  tlie  citizens  of 
those  two  States,  respectively,  the  citisen  of  Ohio  would 
obtain  less  than  six  acres  for  his  share,  and  the  citizen  of 
Missouri  upwank^  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- two  acres 
as  his  proportion. 

Upon  full  and  thorough  consideration,  the  committee 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  inexpedient  either  to 
reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  or  to  cede  them  to  the 
new  States.  They  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that  sound 
policy  coincides  with  the  duty  which  has  devolved  on  the 
General  Government  to  the  whole  of  the  States,  and  the 
whole  of  the  people  of  the  Union,  and  enjoins  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  existing  system,  as  having  been  tried  and  ap- 
proved after  long  and  triumphant  experience.  But,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  extraordinary  financial  prosperity  which  the 
United  States  enjoy ,^  the  question  merits  examination, 
whether,  whilst  the  General  Government  steadily  retains 
the  control  of  this  great  national  resource  in  its  own  hand?, 
after  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  the  proceeds  of  tlie 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  no  longer  needed  to  meet  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  Government,  may  not  be  beneficially 
appropriated  to  some  other  objects  for  a  limited  time. 

Governments,  no  more  than  individuals,  should  be  se- 
duced or  intoxicated  by  prosperity,  however  flattering  or 
great  it  may  be.  The  country  now  happily  enjoys  it  in  a 
most  unexampled  degree.  We  have  abundant  reason  to  be 
grateful  for  the  blessings  of  peace  and  plenty,  and  freedom 
from  debt.  But  we  must  lie  forgetful  of  all  history  and  ex- 
perience if  we  indulge  the  delusive  hope  that  we  shall  al- 
ways be  exempt  from  calamity  and  reverses.  Seasons  of 
national  adversity,  of  suffering,  and  of  war,  will  assuredly 
come.  A  wise  Government  should  expect  and  pro^'idc  for 
them.  Instead  of  wasting  or  squandering  its  resources  in  a 
period  of  general  prosperity,  it  should  husband  and  cherish 
them  for  those  times  of  trial  and  difficulty  which^  in  the 
dispensations  of  Providence,  may  be  certainly  anticipated. 
Entertaining  these  views,  and,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  are  not  wanted  for  ordinary  revenue, 
which  will  be  abundantly  supplied  from  the  impotit"!,  the 
committee  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of 
them  be  made  to  some  other  purpose,  for  a  limited  time, 
subject  to  be  resumed  in  the  contingency  of  war.  Should 
such  an  event  unfortunately  occur,  the  fund  may  be  with- 
drawn from  its  peaceful  destination,  and  applied,  in  aid  of 
other  means,  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  and, 
afterwards,  to  the  payment  of  any  debt  which  may  be  con- 
tracted in  consequence  of  its  existence.  And,  when  peace 
shall  be  again  restored,  and  the  debt  of  the  new  war  shall 
have  been  extinguished,  the  fund  may  be  agaiu  appropri- 


ated to  some  fit  object  other  than  that  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  Government.  Thus  may  this  great  resource  be 
preserved,  and  rendered  suhservtent,  in  peace  and  in  war,  to 
the  common  benefit  of  all  the  States  composing  the  Union. 

The  inquiry  remains,  what  ought  to  be  the  specific  ap- 
plication of  the  fund  under  the  restriction  stated  ?  Aiter 
deducting  the  ten  per  cent,  proposed  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
new  States,  a  portion  of  the  committee  would  have  pre- 
ferred that  the  reoidue  should  be  applied  to  the  objects  of 
internal  improvement,  and  colonization  of  the  free  blsckfi, 
under  the  direction  of  the  General  Government.  But  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  believes  it  better,  as  an  alternatire 
for  the  scheme  of  cession  to  the  new  States,  and  as  being 
most  likely  to  give  general  satis&ction,  that  the  residue  be 
divided  among  the  twenty-four  States,  according  to  their 
federal  representative  population,  to  be  applied  to  educa- 
tion, internal  improvement,  or  colonization,  or  to  the  re- 
demption of  any  existing  debt  contracted  for  internal  im- 
provements, as  each  State,  judging  for  itself,  shall  deem 
most  conformable  with  its  own  interests  and  policy.  As- 
suming the  annual  product  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
to  be  three  millions  of  dollars,  the  table  hereto  annexed, 
marked  C,  shows  what  eacli  State  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, according  to  the  principle  of  division  which  has  been 
stated.  In  order  that  the  propriety  of  the  proposed  appro- 
priation should  again,  at  a  day  not  very  far  distant,  be 
brought  under  the  review  of  Congress,  the  committee  would 
recommend  that  it  be  limited  to  a  period  of  five  years,  sub- 
ject to  the  condition  of  war  not  breaking  out  in  the  mean 
time.  By  an  appropriation  so  restricted  as  to  time,  each 
State  will  be  enabled  to  estimate  the  probable  extent  of  its 
proportion,  and  to  adapt  its  measures  of  education,  im- 
provement, or  colonization,  or  extinction  of  existing  debt, 
accordingly. 

In  conformity  with  the  views  and  principles  which  the 
committee  have  now  submitted,  they  beg  leave  to  report 
the  accompanving  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  appropriate,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  Statcu.** 


A. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trtcuury,  troMmitting 
reports  as  to  the  qumitity  of  public  landa  untold;  the 
quantity  granted  for  internal  improvements,  educatioTj, 
and  to  Maritable  ifistitutions,'  the  amount  paid  for 
title  to  public  lands;  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  sal: 
of  the  public  lands,  and  in  settling  fiilcs  of  claimanf<, 
and  the  amount  received  for  lands  sold. 

TaEiscar  Dsfartmekt, 

April  6,    1832. 
Sin  :  In   compliance  with   the  two   resolutions   of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  25th  of  January 
!  last,  in  the  following  terras  : 

I      **  Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  House  with  a  statement  showing  the 
quantity,  in  acres,  of  public  land  unsold  at  the  time  of  the 
last  quarterly  return  of  sales,  and  within  the  limits  of  the 
several  States  and  organized  Territories,  distinguishing  that 
part  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguished ;  also 
the  number  of  acres  wliich  ha\'e  beej]  appropriated  lur  in- 
ternal improvements,  education,  or  charitable  institutionss 
I  showing,  under  separate  heads,  the  quantity  of  land  unsold 
I  in  each  State  and  Territory,  and  to  what  States  and  Terri- 
I  tories,  or  bodies  politic,  grants  of  land  have  been  made,  and 
the  quantity  to  each. 

•*  Resoliied,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform 
this  House  what  amount  of  money  has  been  paid  by  the 
United  States  for  the  title  to  the  public  lands,  including  the 
payments  made  under  the  Louisiana  and  Florida  treaties, 
the  compact  with  Georgia  *,  the  settlement  with  the  Vaxoo 
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cliumants ;  the  contracts  with  the  several  Indian  tribes,  and 
the  expenditures  for  compensation  to  commissionen,  clerks, 
surveyors,  and  other  officers  employed  by  the  United  States 
for  the  management  and  sale  of  the  Western  domain ;  also, 
the  gross  amount  of  money  received  at  the  public  Treasury 
as  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands,  and  the  sum  still 
due  from  supposed  solvent  purchasers ;'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  statement  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  marked  (a,)  con- 
taining the  information  required  by  the  first  resolution ;  and 
a  statement  frem  the  Register,  marked  (6,)  containing 
that  required  by  the  second  resolution. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  respecting  <*  the  sum  still  due 


from  supposed  solvent  purchasers,*'  I  have  to  remark,  that, 
agreeably  to  law,  all  lands  which  had  been  further  credited 
under  the  relief  laws  passed  in  the  years  1821,  1822,  and 
1823,  and  which  were  not  paid  for  on  the  4th  July,  1829, 
havjB  reverted  to  the  ITnitcd  States,  and  the  moneys  paid 
thereon  are  declared  to  be  forfeited.  There  is,  therefore,  at 
the  present  time,  no  debt  due  from  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

LOUIS  McLANE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
To  the  honorable  the  Spbaker 

of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 


(a.) 
Statement  rendered  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  2!yth  January,  1832. 


State  or 
Terrliory. 


Ohio 

Indiana  • 
Illinois 
Missouri  • 
Mississippi 
Alabama 
Louisiana  • 
Michigan  - 
Arkansas  • 
Florida     - 

Aggregate,^ 


6,242,221 
12,699,096 
28,237,859 
34,647,162 
21,211,466 
20,167,726 
26,198,234 
17,883,681 
31,912,381 
80,194,070 


227,293,884 


Appropriated  for  iniemal  impruvemenis,  ctducailon, 
or  charitable  inatkuUons, 


344,613 
3.681,040 
3,168,110 
3,744,000 
6,629,200 
7,760,879 

I 
82,905,636 
288,000 
6,166,500  I 


H 

ill 
§.s§ 


ill 

ill 

¥\ 

il.ll 

a 


922,937 
384,728  i 
480,000 


400,000 


113,677,869  1  2>  187,666 


•92,800 
46,080  ! 
46,080 
46,080 
46,080  { 
46,660  ! 
46,080 
46,080 
46,080 
46,080  I 


678,576, 
t 556, 184 
977,457 
1,089,639 
685,  S84 
722, I SO 
873,973 
543,833 
y50,258 
877,484 


608^000  !  7,a52,538 


■S3   . 

!il 


+43,523 


V^3,0JU 


B23.040 


89,6U6 


3,560 
2,560 
2,449 

1,280 
1,620 

10,000 

1,1^0 


31,589 


23,040 
306,128 
46,080 

23,040 


293,283 


1,737,838 

1,012,592 

1,712,225 

1,181,248 

733,244 

1,216,450 

920,053 

599,973 

996,338 

947,724 


11,057,685 


*  Including  salt-spring  reservations,  wiiich  are  authorized  to  be  sold  bj  the  State,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  literary  purposes. 

t  Including  lands  appropriated  for  scho^ila  in  Clark's  grant. 

t  Section  No.  29,  appropriated  for  religious  purposra,  in  the  purchases  made  by  John  C.  Symmes  and  the  Ohio  Company. 

I  For  the  benefit  or  tlie  Connecticut  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 
For  the  tMnefit  of  the  Kentucky  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 
The  aggregate  of  uTisold  lands  is  to  the  3l8t  December,  1831 . 


OsifSKAL  Land  Officb,  April  2, 1832. 

Cb.j 

Statement  of  the  amount  of  money  which  has  been 
paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  title  to  the  public 
landst  including  the  payments  made  under  the  Id)uisi- 
ana  and  Florida  treaties;  the  compact  with  Georgia! 
the  settlement  with  the  Yazoo  claimants;  the  contracts 
with  the  several  Jndicui  tribes;  and  the  expenditures  for 
compensation  to  eommimoners,  clerks,  surveyors,  and 
other  officers  employed  by  the  United  States  for  the 
management  and  sate  of  the  Western  domain;  also,  the 
gross  amount  of  money  received  at  the  public  Treasury, 
as  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  lands,  stated  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  25th  of  January,  1832. 

Payment  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana: 
Principal         -  |14,984,872  28 
Interest        on 
$11,260,000  -      8,629,353  43 

$23,614,226  71 

Payment  on  account  of  the  purchase  of 
Florida: 

Principal         -    $4,986,699  82 
Vol.  XII.— H 


ELUAH  HAYWARD. 


Interest  to  30th 

Sept.,   1831,  .    11,265,416  67 


6,251,016  49 
1,066,484  06 


Payment  of  compact  witlr Georgia 
Payment  of  the  settlement  with  the  Yazoo 

claimants        -  .  .  .     1,830,808  04 

Payment  of  contracts  with  the  several  In<> 

dian  tribes  (all  expenses  on  account  of 

Indians)  ....  11,862,182  66 

Payment  of  commissioners,    clerks,    and 

other  officers  employed  by  the  United 

States  for  the  management  and  sale  of 

the  Western  domain    •  -  -     3,668,834  64 


$48,077,561  40 


Amount  of  money  received  at  the  Trees* 
ury  as  the  proceeds  of  public  lands,  to 


the  30th  September,  1831 


$37,272,713  31 


TasAsraT  Dspabtmsict, 

Register's  Office,  February  7,  1882. 
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B. 
A  iiatement  exhibiting  various  comparative  views  of  the 
orogress  of  the  populuiion  of  the  United  States,  and 
m  different  States,  derived  from  the  census  of  1S20 
and  the  census  of  1830. 


Rate  of  increase 


25.14 


Bg 

a 

51    Ir 

m 

HI 

i§&IS 

^ii  '4 

1-3 

i| 

i| 

1l^    Is 

U 

Sfri^n 

15Tv«& 

im:m     lO 

H 

iStSoi 

3W^ 

IS     AEatimm* 

L>|%UO 

iH,^2^        6 

111 

ir4^ 

M?^! 

13     IdOIuU 

i3307 

1%,S^         6 

33 

m» 

1    14»,I££ 

■M     Mli«oiUi 

Uf^^3 

73^       16 

1 

tmS 

13«;S1U 

31      M]5tlP9iPpi      * 

81  .U? 

m,m     17 

iSDMd 

661,904 

7    Tmrntm^B     * 

83  Ot 

Si'SJi      « 

ft 

SS1,431 

I3&t884 

i  1  Oblo   - 

W.96 

3&4,460         2 

IJ 

Ml,9a 

me^a^ 

la    Gwnita 

y.K 

*rs^  .J 

ir 

j^53^,|[3p 

IPS 

iS«33i9       16 

A 

j^3J*t^l2 

i,9i3(iai 

1  1  Xew  Ytrt     ^ 

39  ac 

3*3^1        I 

1£8StIE3& 

12  ;  MikQP 

3a.as 

lCl,li72(     U 

3 

IJM^^IS 

1^46^ 

S  '  P^hmjUthiIii 

S?^ 

39B,frHl)         3 

§64^17 

m,n7 

6    Ki^nTuckj 

^.^ 

^^^^    .! 

II 

'33$i76l 

S80,«67 

IT     ^  irmorrt 

H.tH 

14,^^       19 

SO 

ss^o^o 

s?,m 

n    Rhode  bluid 

P.01 

iA.m      23 

f 

GQ3^t9r 

eiQ,4^ 

S  L  MMttchuMtia 

ia.e4 

£7,121       13 

ft 

eoz,r«i 

lei^isi 

9    9.  CanfUni    - 

1S9Q 

73^1       14 

IS 

«ffisw 

32D,aS3 

14    New  jCTtey   - 

l5Jd 

43,345       19 

4 

I99J999 

73?,y8r 

6    Jf .  CaroLiBi   - 

15  m 

*Uj^       12 

i 

*^^ 

*'si^ 

3  1  Vlftflum 

13711 

m,m      8 

457,3^ 

44/,0*0 

11     M»i>'liiWl       • 

i.r4 

■i^,m>     20 

14 

2?  IS  348 

asflfira 

IG    CoalwcUcat   - 

?*i! 

'4L,4vV       22 

^a 

73^49 

fV43 

ai  .  DeUvifari) 

a4» 

a,^V&       94 

un,m 

12,7H3S? 

©74 

3^136,7*1 

The  13  Siatea  wboae  mcrease  according  to  the 
annexed  table  ia  below  32.74  had  a  popula- 
tion, in  1820,  of  -  -  -  -    6,939,769 
Do                  do                          m  1830      6,966,600 


Actual  increase 
Rate  of  increase 


1,020,841 


Population  of  the  24  States  in  1820 
Do  do  in  1830 

Actual  increase 

Rate  of  increase 


-    9,679,873 
.  12,716,697 


3,136,724 


32.74 


Of  the  1 1  Butes  whose  ratio  of  increase  is 
greater  in  the  annexed  ubie  than  32.74,  the 
aggregate  population  was  in  1820  -  -    3,640,114 

Do  do  in  1830  •  -    5,749,997 


Actual  increase 
Ratio  of  increase 


-    2,109,883 


57.96 


Of  these  1 1  States,  the  7  containing  the  pub- 
he  domain  had  a  population,  in  1820,  of    -    1,207,166 
Do  do  1830  -    2,238,702 


Actual  increase 
Ratio  of  increase 


-    1,031,537 


85.43 


The  remaining  4  of  the  1 1,  vii: 
Tennessee,  (reorgia.  New  York,  and  Maine, 
had  a  poptdatlon,  in  1820,  of        -  -    2,432,949 

Do  do    in  1880,  -  -    3,611,296 


Actual  increase 
Rate  of  increase 


1,078,346 


44.32 


The  17  States  having  none  of  the  public  lands 

hadapopulatieo,  in  1820,  of        -  -    8,372,707 

Do  do        in  1980,  of        -  -  10,477,895 


Actual  increase 


*    2,105,188 


17.2d 

In  1820,  the  population  of  the  seven  States  containing 
I  the  public  lands,  viz:  Illinois,  Alabama,  Indiana,  Miasourip 
Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Louisiana,  bore  to  the  whole  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States  the  proportion  of  1  to  7.96,  ox 
about  1-8.  In  1830,  it  was  at  1  to  6.23,  a  little  less  than 
1-6. 

In  1820,  the  population  of  the  same  seven  States  was  to 
j  the  population  of  Uie  remaining  17  Statea  as  1  to  6.94,  or 
about  1-7.  In  1830,  it  was  as  one  to  4.68,  more  than  1-5, 
and  nearly  3-10. 

In  1820,.  the  population  of  the  aame  seven  States  was  to 
that  of  the  remaining  four  of  the  1 1  whose  increaee  is 
above  the  common  ratio,  vis:  Tennessee,  Georgia,  New 
York,  and  Msine,  as  1  to  2.016,  or  something  less  than 
1-2.     In  1880,  it  was  as  1  to  1.66,  or  about  2>3. 

In  1820,  the  population  of  the  same  seven  Statea  was  to 
that  of  the  13  States  whose  increase  is  below  the  common 
latio,  as  1  to  4.92,  or  about  1-5.  In  1830,  it  waa  1  to 
3. 1 1,  or  about  1-3. 

In  1820,  the  population  of  the  seven  land  States  wai 
about  1-8  of  the  population  of  all  the  States.  Their  in- 
crease in  10  years  is  to  the  whole  increase  as  1  to  8.04, 
or  about  1-3. 

In  1820,  the  population  of  these  seven  Sutes  was  equal 
to  about  1-7  of  that  of  the  other  17  States.  The  increass 
of  the  former  in  10  years  is  to  that  of  the  latter  as  1  to 
2.04  or  about  1-2. 

In  1820,  the  population  of  these  seven  States  eqaalled 
about  2*3  of  that  of  the  four  other  States  whose  increase 
is  above  the  common  ratio,  viz:  Tennessee,  Georgia,  New 
York,  and  Maine.  The  increase  of  the  former  in  10  yean 
is  to  that  of  the  latter  as  1  to  1.04,  or  very  nearly  equal. 

In  1820,  the  population  of  theee  seven  Statea  was  about 
1-6  of  that  of  the  13  Sutes  whose  increase  is  below  the 
common  ratio.  The  increase  of  theee  former  in  10  yean 
is  to  that  of  the  latter  as  1  to  0.996,  a  little  move  than 
equal. 

OxvxBAi  Lasd  Omcx, 

January  28,  1836. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  23d  inst.  propounding  various  inquiries  as  to 
the  practical  operation  of  the  pre-emption  laww  whether 
any  frauds  have  been  practised  upon  the  Oovenunent  under 
the  color  of  those  laws,  and,  if  so,  of  what  nature,  and  to 
whit  extent;  whether,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  practicable  to 
guard  against  their  repetition,  if  those  laws  continue  in 
force,  Sec;  and  have  to  state  that,  in  the  midst  of  my  ac- 
cumulated duties,  I  caimot  probably  better  answer  thoie 
inquiries  than  by  transmitting  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
of  this  date  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  a  call 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

As  all  the  documents  which  it  is  intended  to  send  with 
that  report  connot  be  copied  to-day,  I  have  concluded  to 
send  the  enclosed  without  delay,  and  the  copiea  hereafter. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ETHAN  A.  BROWN. 

Commissioner. 

Hon.  Thomas  Ewixe, 
Chaimian  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  Senate. 


Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  «J-  Seaton'a  liegiuter. 


59 


Report  on  the  Public  Lande. 


[24th  Cosro.  Irt  8e»8. 


Gktterai.  Lawd  Offick, 

January  28,  1836. 

8i&:  You  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  me  a  letter  from 
the  Hon.  A.  G.  Harrison,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Coimnittee  on  Public  Lands;  the  letter  advising  you  that 
a  bill  granting  pre  emption  to  actual  settlers,  then  before 
the  committee,  had  been  drawn  with  an  eye  particularly 
directed  to  the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  and 
expressing  that  the  great  desire  of  the  committee  to  adopt 
Buch  provisions  as  will  prevent  the  future  possibility  of  such 
frauds,  had  led  to  the  communication,  believing  that  you 
may  have  it  in  your  power  to  give  additional  light  on  the 
subject.  I'he  resolution  of  the  committee  aforesaid  being 
in  these  words:  "  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  instructing  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  modifying  the  different  acts  of  Congress  grant- 
ing pre-emption  rightd  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  so  as 
to  protect  the  rights  of  settlers  and  prevent  frauds  against 
the  United  States,"  "  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  the  commit- 
tee with  the  best  plan  which  occurs  to  him,  of  securing  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  and  of  preventmg 
said  frauds.*'  I  have  attentively  considered  the  said  letter 
and  resolution,  and  have  the  honor  to  report : 

"The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  apply  to  you,  sir,  for 
<all  the  information  in  your  dej^artmcnt  concerning  the 
alleged  irauds/" 

Most  of  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  General  Land 
Ofikc  concernin'^  frauds  practised  in  relation  to  pre-emp- 
tions, of  which  I  am  now  able  to  speak,  consists  of  uncon- 
tradicted general  reports,  in  general  currency  and  credit ; 


the  provisions  of  the  act,  are  said  not  to  be  the  less  clamor- 
ous, because  the  floats  have  been  lawfully  located  on  their 
chosen  spots;  but  chiefly  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  citizens 
of  Louisiana  have  been  disgusted  and  alarmed  by  the  ex- 
tent to  which  fraud  and  perjury  is  asserted  to  have  been 
carried  in  the  manufacture  of  such  claims  within  that  in- 
teresting State,  threatening  to  cover  a  large  portion  of  the 
most  valuable  lands  that  have  been  surveyed.  These  rep- 
resentations are  made  by  individuals  in  highly  respectable 
standing,  besides  our  own  oflicers.  And  it  s  said,  on 
creditable  authority,  that  preparations  appear  to  be  making, 
in  hopes  of  a  pre-emption  act  at  this  session. of  Congress, 
to  acquire  by  such  means,  at  minimum  cost,  a  great  part 
of  the  precious  lands  on  Red  river.  No  particular  instance 
of  these  practices  has  been  indicated  to  me,  but  the  opinion 
is  prevalent  that  they  are  transacted.  It  is  believed  that 
the  number  of  bonafldc  pre-emptions  in  Louisiana  is  com- 
paratively small,  as  information  derived  from  persons  dis- 
tinguished by  public  confidence  in  that  State  represents  a 
belief  that  a  claim  to  pre-emption  was  not  often  heard  of 
on  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  nor  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
before  this  multiplication  of  **  floats'*  was  devised  to  be  laid 
on  the  finest  vacant  land. 

This  iniquitous  scheme  appears  to  be  of  late  date  in  that 
I  region,  as  the  first  intelligence  of  it  seems  to  have  been 
j  communicated  to  the  General  Land  Office  some  time  after 
it  was  placed  In  my  charge.     Agreeably  to  your  direction^ 
I  sir,  circumspection  and  vigilance  were  recommended  to  the 
I  land  oflScers  in  Louisiana,  in  order  to  guard  against  imposi- 
tion; and  I  ventured  to  direct  the  surveyor  general  to  retain 
the  plats  in  his  hands  which  were  destined  for  the  land  of- 
fices, until  further  orders.     Other  steps  have  recently  been 
of  oral  communications  to  me,  and  letters  to  me  and  oth-  I  taken  at  this  office,  to  put  in  train  a  rigorous  scrutiny  into 
ers,  from  persons  in  high  standing ;  most  of  the  writers  i  the  legitimacy  of  the  floating  pretensions  in  that  State. 

either  requesting  that  their  namct  may  not  be  published,  ;  Letters  and  copies  of  letters  on  this  subject,  Nos. to 

or  not  giving  authority  for  such  publication.     I'he  terms  | ,  are  herewith  transmitted.     Contrivances  have  been 

of  these  communications  are  rarely  suflliciently  specific  and    brought  to  light  in  other  places,  showing  where  a  family 
tangible  to  fix  particular  instances,  except  in  the  cases  of  |  occupying  the  same  tenement,  where  father  and  son,  and 
interested  correspondents,  some  of  whose  representations 
have  been  verified,  others  not;  while  want  of  time  and  op- 
portunity have  delayed  an  investigation  of  the  greater  part 


of  this  last  class. 

The  requisition  of  the  committee,  above  mentioned,  is 
sufficiently  comprehensive  in  terms  to  include  every  case 
and  its  circumAances,  as  well  as  the  general  representations 
that  have  reached  this  office.  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
observe  that  a  literal  compliance  with  the  requisition  can- 


.  mother  and  son,  dwelling  together,  have  set  up  the  pretence 
of  separate  cultivation  and  occupancy,  to  divide  a  quarter 
section,  and  obtain  a  float  for  ^ach  half. 


Claimants  of  another  reprehensible  description  are  they 
whose  pretensions  are  founded  on  depositions  in  general 
'  terms,  or  wearing  the  appearance  of  being  artfully  worded, 
admitting  a  subterfuge  in  the  attempt  to  give  a  legal  color- 
ing to  their  proceedings,  by  construing  the  statute  to  suit 
their  purposes.     The  law,  as  its  title  imports,  is  in  favor  of 


not  be  speedily  yielded.  It  would  render  the  report  very  '  settlers;  but  pretensions  have  been  set  up*by  persons  dwell- 
voluminous,  and  require  to  search  the  files  of  an  immense  { ing  in  town  with  iheir  families,  and  there  following  mer« 
corxtspondence,   and  the  investigation  of  many  tens  of  [  cantile  or  other  pursuits,  while  they  caused  a  little  show  of 


thousands  of  pre  emption  cases  reported,  which  we  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  take  up  for  examination.  To  particu- 
larize every  exceptionable  case,  even  of  those  that  have  at- 
tracted attention  since  the  act  of  1834  has  been  in  opera- 
tion, Vould  require  more  time  in  the  revision  and  narration 
than  would  seem  to  comport  with  the  desire  of  the  com- 
mittee to  act  soon  upon  the  bill  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Harrison; 


improvement,  that  scarce  deserved  the  name,  to  be  m«d« 
for  them  by  others;  no  proof  being  produced  of  their  person- 
al superintendence  or  direction  on  the  spot.  Cultivatioli 
by  slaves  or  hirelings  in  1833,  and  one  or  tho  other,  or  a 
growing  crop  on  the  place  on  the  following  19th  of  June^ 
have  been  assumed  as  fulfilling  the  required  conditions. 
Among  the  pretences  to  cultivation,  there  have  been  dii« 


and,  therefore,  with  your  permission,  I  will  confine  myself,  '  closures^  as  follows,  viz:  where  the  cutting  and  burning  a 
on  this  occasion,  to  the  imputations  currently  believed,  and  '  small  patch  of  cane;  where  an  enclosure,  not  entitled  to  be 
general  heads  of  impositions  attempted  and  practised,  which  |  called  a  fence,  around  a  space  only  large  enough  for  a  very 
have  been  detected  in  some  of  the  contested  cases  examined,  j  small  garden,  and  tho  planting  a  few  culinary  vegetables; 
or  which  common  fame  has  represented  as  having  been  but  and  where  scattering  an  undefined  quantity  of  turnip  or 
too  common  in  some  quarters;  and  without  comment  on  grass  seeds;  and,  in  one  case,  planting  a  few  turnips  or 
the  conspicuous  cases  of  die  military  reservations  at  Chicago,  ;  onions,  have  been  claimed  as  cultivation,  to  meet  this 
and  the  missionary  stations  in  Mi^ssissippi,  I  proceed  to  re-  {  condition.  Further  remarks  upon  constructive  possession 
mark  that  the  loudest  and  most  numerous  complaints,  ari-  |  may  be  dispensed  with. 

sing  from  the  pre-emption  policy,  that  h&ve  reached  the  ;  The  registers  and  receivers  are  made  judges  of  the  credi- 
General  Land  Office,  have  been  against  the  alleged  abuse    bility  and  sufiKciency  of  the  proofs,  except  in  contested 


of  the  privilege  commonly  called  floating  claims.  Some 
who  claim  to  be  bonafide  cultivators  and  occupiers  under 
the  act  of  1834,  complain  of  being  vexed  and  disturbed  by 
these  **  floats.**     A  rore  numerous  class,  not  comprised  in 


cases,  which  are  required  to  be  sent  to  the  Commissioner 
for  decision. 

^fy  predecessor  ordered  the  evidence  in  every  case  to  bs 
I  forwarded;  but,  during  near  five  months  of  my  superintsnd- 
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ence,  it  has  been  quite  impossible  to  scrutinize  the  proof  in 
about  sixteen  hundred  of  the  former  class,  without  neglect- 
ing duties  that  appeared  more  pressing  and  imperative.  In 
those  examined,  contradictions,  prevarications,  and  other 
circumstances,  have  occasionally  placed  parties  and  witnes- 
ses in  no  favorablp  point  of  view. 

In  the  contested  class,  the  land  officers  must  be  presu- 
med, prima  foci  ey  to  have  acted  correctly.  If  honest,  they 
would  not  knowingly  pass  a  fraudulent  claim;  if  conniving, 
they  will  hardly  be  expected  to  expose  themselves  volun- 
tarily. The  necessary'  quantum  of  evidence  can  hardly  be 
prescribed,  the  same  proof  being  more  or  less  convincing  to 
the  difierant  persons. 

The  bill  mentioned  by  Mr.  Harrison  as  having  for  sub- 
ject the  granting  of  pre-emptions  to  actual  settlers,  and  to 
prevent  the  future  possibility  of  such  frauds  as  are  alleged 
to  have  been  committed,  forms  no  part  of  your  reference, 
and  it  would,  perhaps,  be  improper  to  allude  to  it  in  this 
place,  if  the  letter  did  not  seem  to  indicate  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  writer,  and  of  the  committee  to  which  he 
belongs,  to  extend  the  grants  of  pre-emption  to  others  than 
those  who  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1831. 
Believing  such  a  disposition  to  be  implied,  and  that  a  new 
law  to  that  effect  will  go  far  to  form  the  pre-emption  policy 
into  a  durable  system,  involving  considerations  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  Treasury,  and  materially  affecting  the  land 
establishment  under  my  particular  charge,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  considered  ofHcious  or  impertinent  to  submit  a  few 
remarks,  though  not  expressly  called  for,  upon  the  hypoth- 
esis that  such  an  extension  of  the  pre-emption  privilege  is 
contemplated. 

The  pre-emption  laws  originated  and  bestowed  rightu, 
but  recognised  none  in  the  settlers  as  previously  existing. 
I  conceive  they  have  no  other  rights  in  this  respect  than 
what  the  law  confers;  and  that  the  pre-emption  privilege 
may  be  considered  little  else  than  a  mere  benevolence,  ena- 
bling the  adventurer  to  appropriate  to  himself  the  choicest 
lands,  most  valuable  mill  seats,  and  localities  for  towns,  at 
a  vast  cost  to  the  public;  or,  in  other  words,  preventing  the 
receipt  of  vast  sums  into  the  Treasury.  It  is  confidently 
believed  that  these  privileges,  covering  at  least  four  millions 
of  acres  of  land,  joined  with  outfageous  combinations  to  in- 
timidate purchasers,  and  other  unjustifiable  confederacies, 
have  diminished  the  receipt  for  public  lands,  in  the  year 
1835,  full  three  millions  of  doDars,  at  a  moderate  estimate, 
below  what  they  would  have  brought  in  fair  competition. 
If  frauds  in  pre-emptions  were  unknown,  if  no  one  obtain- 
ed a  pre-emption  but  upon  a  faithful  compliance  with  the 
conditions  prescribed,  still,  the  selections  of  the  most  valu- 
able lands  and  most  desirable  situations,  at  the  minimum 
price,  would  produce  an  effect  upon  the  roveuue  too  con- 
siderable to  be  overlooked  by  the  financier.  I  should  step 
out  of  my  province  as  Commissioner,  by  arguing,  officially, 
the  questions,  whether  other  considerations  of  public  policy 
counterbalance  this  cost,  or  whether  tbs  settlers  have  ex- 
traordinary merits  transcending  this  calculation,  and  accord- 
ingly abstain  from  the  discussion. 

.  If  the  propriety  were  conc4»ded  of  making  the  pre-emp- 
tion policy  a  part  of  our  land  system,  there  would  be  still 
no  evident  fitness  in  extending  the  concession  to  a  full 
quarter  section  of  land.  An  allowance  o(  half  that  quanti- 
ty  of  the  very  best  land  is  surely  munificent;  and  if  presu- 
med poverty  be  one  of  the  considerations  for  the  grant,  it  may 
be  observed  that  many  a  good  farm  in  the  West  contains  no 
more  than  an  eighth  of  a  section.  - 

"  The  committee  request  you,  sir,  to  furnish  them  with 
the  best  plan  which  occurs  to  you,  of  securing  the  right  of 
pra-emption  to  actual  settlers,  and  of  preventing  said  frauds, 
viz:  against  the  United  States.'' 

In  relation  to  the  first  branch  of  this  request,  I  have  to 


observe,  that  the  act  of  1884,  and  the  precautions  already 
taken  by  the  Commissioner,  with  the  advice  and  approba- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  appear  to  have  pro- 
vided sufKciently  for  the  fair  claimanto  under  the  present 

The  resolution  is  silent  respecting  the  nature  and  cxtmt 
of  any  future  grants  of  this  kind  that  may  be  contemplated, 
and  the  difficulty  of  devising  a  plan  for  their  protwtion, 
under  such  circumstances,  must  be  apparent 

The  second  part  of  the  request  presents  a  diflScuIty  ex- 
traordinary.    The  temptation  to  abuse  the  charity  of  tfas 
Legislature  is  so  radically  intermixed,  and  so  iticxtricaUy 
interwoven  with  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  that 
I  should  despair  of  laying  before  you  a  plan  altogether  ef- 
fectual for  the  prevention  of  fraud  on  the  part  of  claimaaU. 
It  seems  to  me  a  hopeless  task  to  project  any  modification 
of  existing  enactments,  that  shall  silence  perjury  and  defeat 
the  devices  of  sagacious  speculators,  so  long  as  their  in- 
genuity shall  be  sharpened  and  stimulated  by  the  prospect 
of  an  immense  gain  attending  their  success.     The  consci- 
entious will  resort  to  no  dishonest  tricks;  but  the  contagion 
of  speculation  is  proverbial;  and  when  an  expectation  may 
be  entertained  of  obtaining,  by  indirection,- for  the  lowwt 
price,  land  worth  from  five  to  forty  dollars  per  acre  in  th* 
market,  the  inducement  to  peijury  andfrauduknl  athifts  will 
be  too  strong  to  be  resisted  by  many  of  weaker  morality 
A  scheme  of  extreme  lil-erality  towards  the  seitlen  might 
diminish  the  number  of  fraudulent  cases,  by  partially  re- 
moving the  motive  to  such  practices;  but  I  do  not  imagine 
any  project  to  defeat  them  altogether,  so  long  as  there  re- 
main legal  restrictions  upon  the  invasion  of  the  public  prop- 
erty by  unlicensed  intruders,  who,  by  a  statute  unicpeai- 
ed,  are  considered  as  trespassers,  liable  to  be  prosecuted  as 
such,  and  to  be  forcibly  removed,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
President,  as  has  heretofore  been  done.     It  will  be  seen, 
in  the  preceding  remarks,  that  protection  of  tfie  rights  be 
stowed  by  tlie  pro-emption  act  of  1934,  is  considered  to  b» 
well  provided  for  by  that  act,  and  by  the  liberal  construc- 
tion it  has  received,  in  instructions  that  have  emanated 
under  your  sanction;  and  that  similar  provisiona  will  suffice 
for  similar  cases  in  future  concessions  of  the  pre-emption 
privilege. 

The  practices  by  which  the  United  States  have  l>cen 
most  defrauded  in  claims  of  this  nature,  are  believed  to  con- 
sist, principally,  of  the  misstatements  or  improper  ct^oiing 
of  ficts,  and  Ae  evasions  and  prevarications  of  parties  aod 
witnesses.  To  obviate  such  iniquitous  proccedmgs,  it  will 
be  proper  to  provide  a  mode  of  subjecting  the  deponent  to 
the  test  of  a  rigorous  interrogation  and  cro5s-examinalion. 
I  ask  leave,  however,  to  suggest  that  the  interest  of  the 
Treasury  seems  to  demand  a  guard  against  force  as  well  as 
fraud.  I  allude  to  that  system  of  terror  that  threatens  ths 
competitor  for  the  purchase  of  public  land  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  settler  with  whose  usurpation  he  may  inter- 
fere. 

In  some  quarters,  this  state  of  things  b  become  formida- 
ble; probably  finding  its  origin,  in  a  great  measure,  in  the 
pre-emption  laws,  whose  repeated  enactment  may  have  led 
the  eettlcn  to  the  erroneous  persuasion  that. they  have  ac- 
quired rights  not  given  by  law.  Be  this  as  it  may,  ex- 
perience has  shown  that,  by  mutual  support  and  open 
menace,  they  have  succeeded  in  deterring  othera  from  bid- 
ding against  them  at  the  public  sales;  and  it  is  evident  that 
the  prospect  for  the  future  is  not  less  threatening.  The  in- 
jurious e£R»ct  of  the  continuance  of  such  acts  upon  the  Treas- 
ury will  be  obvious  to  you. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

£.  A.  BROWN,  Commissiontr. 
To  Hon.  Lari  WoonauaY, 

Secretary  of  the  7)raiurif. 
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No.  3. 
Exhibit  of  the  nett  quantity  ofpubtic  kmtb  aold^  and  the 
amount  paid  by  purchasers,  from  the  earliest  period  of 
sales  to  the  30th  of  September,  1835. 


From  the  year  1796 
to  June  30.  1820, 

From  July  1  to  De- 
cember 31,  1820, 

In  the  year       1821, 
Do.  1822, 

Do.  1823, 

Do.  1824, 

Do.  1825, 

Do.  1826, 

Do.  1827. 

Do.  1828, 

Do.  1829, 

Do.  1830, 

Do.  1831, 

Do.  1832, 

Do.  1833, 

Do.  1834, 

1st,  2d,  and  3d 
quarters  of  1835, 

Aggregate   to    Sep- 
tember 30,  1835, 


Quantity  sold. 


Amount  paid  by 
purchaaen. 


Acres. 
13,649,641.10 

303,404.09 

781,213.32 

801,226.18 

653,319.52 

749,323.04 

893,461.69 

848,082.26 

926,727.76 

9#,600.36 

1,244,860.01 

1,929,733.79 

2,777,856.88 

2,462,342.16 

3,856,227.56 

4,658,218.71 

t6,999,378.l2 


$27,665,964  60 

424,962  26 
1,169,224  98 
1,023,267  83 
850,136  26 
953,799  03 
1,205.068  37 
1,128,617  27 
1,318,105  36 
1,221,357  99 
1,572.863  54 
2,433,432  94 
3,557,023  76 
3.115,376  09 
4,972,284  84 
6,099,981  04 

8,869,483  57 


44,500,61655  j  $67,578,949  73 


*  Tho  tales  and  naym^ata  made  by  purchaaara  are  auted  in  the  a^ 
gregaiA  fur  ihe  whole  perio  I  of  the  credit  ayatem  which  tenninated  oa 
the  30th  Juna,  1820.  in  order  to  exhibit  the  neu  amount  of  aalea  vnAtt 
that  ayatem,  after  deducting  all  landa  which  rererted  to  the  United 
Siaiea  by  reaaon  of  the  non-compliance  of  purchaaera  with  the  terma  of 
contract;  and  als^  ihoae  which  were  relinquiahed  by  purchaaera  ond^ 
the  proviaiuna  of  the  varioua  relief  laws,  which  commenced  in  the  jear 
1621. 

t  These  a»regatea  include  the  apecial  aalea  made  prior  to  the  «• 
ganization  oTthe  land  diatricta;  also  the  amotmt  of  forfeited  land  stock, 
Miaeissippi  atock,  United  States  stock,  and  military  land  acrip. 


Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  land  unsold  and  liable 
to  private  entry  in  each  of  the  districts  of  the  State  of 
Onio,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1835. 


In  what  year  offered  for  sale,  i      Acres. 


Marietta,  prior  to  1800, 
in  1805,     - 


-  9,480.00 

-  '285,995.87 


Eatimated  quantity  of  land  ioithin  tht  limits  qftfu  United  Statet, 
weat  of  the  Misaiaaippi  river,  and  west  of  the  orsanized  limiia  of  Staiea 
and  Terriloriea— 710,000,000  acres. 

A.  This  quantity  Includes  the  lands  sild  at  New  York  and  Piiisburg, 
and  the  special  sales  to  John  Clevea  Symmee  and  tho  Ohio  Company, 
prior  to  the  organization  of  the  diatrict  land  officea. 

B.  The  landa  ceded  Ui  the  United  Sutea  by  the  Chickasaw  Indiana, 
lyini;  within  the  limiia  of  the  Statea  of  Miasissippi  and  Alabama,  by 
the  tr  %ty  of  1832,  and  eslimaied  to  conuin  6,422,400  acrta,  are  not  in- 
cludvd  in  tho  landa  'surveyed  and  offered  f^x  sale"  in  those  Slates. 

Ge7i:iial  Lahd  Offics,  January  13, 1836. 

ETHAN  A.  BROWN, 
Commissioner. 


Steuben ville,  1800,  - 
Chillicothe,  prior  to  1808,*  - 
Zanesville,  1803, 
Cincinnati,  in   1801,  except 
the  rescr%*ed  aectionswhich 
were  not  offered  at  the  min- 
imum price  of  $1  25  per 
acre  till  1824. 
Wooster,  1808, 
:  Bucyrua,  1817, 
I         *  1820, 

1821, 
I  1822, 

1832, 

i  Lima,  1820,  1821,  and  1822, 

Total. 


j  23.175.18 
|235,903.32 
,229,991.76 
207,370.04 
1,556.46 


Acres. 


295,475.87 

10,697.77 

827,660.00 

338,797.41 


165,235.00 
23,216.09 


697,996.76 
1,951.288.00 


4,310.366.90 


♦  Wiih  a  few  exc*»ptioaa#      ^^  ^^  ^^^  i  ^ 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX— ro  Gales  Sf  SeatorCs  Register. 


6.5 


Rtpcrt  on  the  Public  Lands, 


[24th  Coaro.  1st  Sksi. 


Statement  ehovoing  the  quantity  of  land  unsold  and  Uahle 
to^private  entry  in  each  of  the  districts  of  the  State  of 
Indiana^  on  the  1st  of  January ^  1885. 


In  what  yew  offered  for  sale. 

Acrei. 

Acres. 

Cincinnati,  1801,* 

53,538 

18U, 

174,976 ' 

338,504 

JeffersonviUe,  1807, 

143,380.43 

1808, 

496,671.54 

1807  and  1808, 

58,148.43 

1808  and  1816, 

70,530.45 

1808, 1816,  &  1830, 

4,841.36 

1808  and  1830,      - 

115,661.66 

1816, 

133,700.31 

1316  and  1830,      . 

144,576.90 

1830, 

178,078.71 

1,333,479.68 

Vincennei,  1807, 

1.717,103.97 

1807  and  1816, 

147,119.91 

1816, 

1,107,019.04 

1816  and  1831, 

33,334.53 

1831, 

164,636.43 

3,169,103.86 

Xndianapolit,  1830, 

108,939.38 

1831, 

313,953.77 

1833, 

391,313.30 

714,306.45 

CrawfordsvilJe,  1830, 1833, 

1834, 1837, 1839,  &  1830, 

- 

1,340,733.07 

Fort  Wayne,  offered  in 

1833, 

1,074,418.04 

J  835, 

335,445.34 

1830, 

317,107.90 

1831, 

335,995.99 

1833, 

540,994.35 

2,483.961.43 

Laporte,  1830,      - 

195,646.65 

1831,      . 

134,974.36 

1833,      . 

80,003.53 

410,623.44 

- 

Total,     - 

9,580,600.93 

*  The  retenred  wcttooa  wore  not  offered  ix  sale  at  the  mlaimum 
price  of  ei  26  per  acre  ilU  1824. 

Juirs  15,  1836. 

Mr.  Walker  made  the  following  report: 

The  Select  Committee  on  the  subject  of  graduating  and 

reducing  the  price  of  the  public  lafids  to  actual  settlers, 

made  tXe  following  report: 

Yonr  committee  have  given  the  subject  referred  to  them 
that  attention  to  which  it  is  so  justly  entitled,  and  report  a 
bill  embracing,  with  some  modifications,  most  of  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  the  act  submitted  for  their  consideration. 
They  have  adopted  the  principle  that  the  public  lands  should 
be  held  as  a  saaed  reserve  for  the  cultivators  of  the  soil; 
that  monopolies,  by  individuals  or  companies,  should  be 
prevented;  that  sales  should  be  made  only  in  limited  quan* 
titles  to  actual  settlers,  and  the  price  in  their  favor  reduced 
and  graduated. 

We  also  propose  that  the  new  States  should  be  placed 
upon  an  equal  footing  in  relation  to  grants  of  the  public 
domain,  and,  consequently,  that  the  same  quantity  of  land 
granted  to  Ohio  by  the  General  Government  diould  be 


ceded  to  all  the  other  new  States  of  the  Union,  and  to  each 
of  the  Territories,  upon  their  admission  as  States  of  the 
Union. 

The  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  limited  quantities  to  ac- 
tual settlers  only,  was  proposed  by  the  J'resident  of  the 
United  States  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress  of  Decem- 
ber, 1832.  In  that  i^essage  the  President  recommended 
that  the  public  lands,  at  moderate  prices,  "should  be  sold 
to  settlers  in  limited  parcels."  A  sale  for  settlement  only, 
and  not  for  speculation,  is  cert  linly  moi^t  conformable  to  the 
great  purposes  for  which  these  lands  were  ceded  to  the 
General  Government. 

The  great  object  for  which  Virginia  ceded  the  North- 
western territory  is,  as  declared  by  her  act  of  cession,  that 
the  territory  so  ceded  <*  should  be  laid  out  and  formed  into 
States,  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  territory,  not  less 
than  100  nor  more  than  150  miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto 
as  circumstances  would  admit ;  and  that  the  States  so  formed 
should  be  distinct  republican  States,  and  admitted  members 
of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other  States."  The 
same  language,  substantially,  will  be  found  in  the  other  acts 
of  cessioft  of  the  public  domain.  States  can  only  be  formed 
by  the  settlement  of  a  country.  The  settlement,  then,  of 
this  territory,  was  the  primary  object  of  those  who  made 
as  well  as  those  who  accepted  the  cession.  A  sale  to  set- 
tlers only,  is  then  most  in  consonance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
compacts  by  which  these  lands  were  acquired.  It  never 
was  contemplated  that  the  settlement  of  this  territory  should 
be  arrested  by  the  transfer  of  the  soil  from  the  Government 
to  wealthy  monopolists.  Sales  were  intended  for  settlement, 
and  not  for  speculatipn.  Until  within  a  few  years  past  the 
sales  were  made  almost  exclusively  for  settlement;  but  now, 
the  reverse  is  the  fact.  The  sales  within  the  last  year  have 
amounted  to  nearly  thirteen  millions  of  acres,  being  almost ' 
three  times  the  amount  sold  in  any  preceding  year.  Eight 
millions  of  acres  of  these  sales  have  probably  been  made  for 
speculation,  and  not  for  settlement.  This  spirit  of  specu- 
lation in  the  public  lands  is  increasing  with  alarming 
rapidity.  Companies  are  forming  in  all  directions  to  mo- 
nopolize the  ownership  of  tlie  public  domain,  and  thus  be 
enabled  to  arrest  the  settlement  and  regulate  the  prosperity 
of  the  new  States  and  Territories  of  the  Union.  A  totid 
and  complete  monopoly  of  the  public  lands  by  speculators 
is  now  contemplated,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  from 
the  Government  of  all  its  power  over  this  subject  This 
system  will  be  deeply  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  old  as 
well  as  of  the  new  States.  Vast  sums  will  be  taken  from 
investment  in  the  channels  of  productive  industry  in  the 
old  States,  and  invested  in  purchases  of  uncultivated  lands. 
It  is  a  bounty  offered  by  Government  for  the  annual  wiUi- 
drawal  of  capital  from  the  useful  pursuits  of  productive  in- 
dustry, for  .investment  in  waste  lands,  producing  nothing, 
and,  consequently,  adding  nothing  to  Uie  general' prosperity 
of  the  country.  Agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures, 
are  all  injuriously  affected  by  this  process.  For  a  great 
period  of  time  the  moneys  thus  invested  might  as  well  be 
sunk  in  the  ocean.  Agriculture  is  not  benefited,  for  settle- 
ment is  retarded  and  not  advanced  by  this  system.  Com- 
merce and  manufactures  are  injured  by  the  annual  sinking 
of  so  much  of  the  active  capital  of  the  country.  The  vast 
sums  thus  invested  during  the  present  year  have  certainly 
greatly  contributed  to  create  the  existing  embarrassments; 
and  as  the  evil  progresses,  the  embarrassments  will  be  in- 
crease^ and  aggravated.  It  is  then  the  interest  of  the  old 
as  well  as  the  new  States  to  arrest  this  annual  investment 
of  millions  in  unproductive  pursuits.  Were  it  arrested, 
these  millions  of  dead  capital  would  be  adding  yearly  to  the 
commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufactures,  of  the  whole 
country.  When  money  is  invested,  even  from  the  old 
States,  in  lands  for  settlement  and  cultivation  only,  in  the 
new  States,  the  annual  products  of  the  sdl  incase  the 
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wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  country,  and  aoon  give 
hack  to  the  old  States,  through  the  chaimela  of  trade  and 
husinen,  more  than  the  amount  of  the  jurchaae- money  of 
the  land.  But,  if  the  cittzene  of  a  nation  appropriate  mil- 
lions annually  in  the  purchaae  of  property  yielding  no  in- 
come, the  result  is  a  great  national  lose.  It  is,  then,  the 
mterest  of  the  whole  Union  that  thes^  monopolies  of  the 
public  lands  should  be  arrested,  and  that  capital  should  con* 
tinually  flow  in  the  various  channels  of  productive  industry . 
If,  among  other  causes,  die  existing  embarrassments  are 
now  greatly  attributable  to  the  speculating  investment  of 
millions,  during  the  past  year,  in  wild  landa,  what  will  he 
the  result  if  the  system  is  permitted  to  continue  for  a  series 
of  years  unabated  ?  It  is  easy  to  foresee  that  the  necessary 
consequence  will  be  increasing  distress  and  embarrassment, 
or  at  least  a  diminution  of  the  national  prosperity. 

Your  committee,  then,  present  a  bill,  which  will  at  once 
arrejt  the  progress  of  this  evil.  To  effect  this  great  object, 
they  propose,  in  the  first  place,  to  break  up  the  system  of 
tales  of  the  public  land  at  public  auction,  which,  upon  the 
aggregate  of  the  sales  of  the  last  year,  has  produced  but  two 
cents  and  a  small  fraction  per  acre  above  the  pinimum 
price.  Secondly,  where  two  or  more  applications  are  made 
by  different  persons  at  the  same  time,  for  the  same  section 
of  land,  the  preference  in  the  purchase  or  entry  shall  be 
given  to  the  first  occupant,  and  when  the  tract  has  never 
been  occupied  by  any  of  the  applicants,  then  to  the  most 
aged  of  them.  Thirdly,  that  no  entry  shall,  in  any  case, 
be  made  by  any  one  person,  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  for  an  amount  exceeding  one  section  of  land.  Fourthly, 
that  no  purchase  or  entry  shall  be  made,  in  any  case,  with- 
out a  previous  afHdavit  by  the  applicant,  that  the  land  is 
designed  to  be  entered  for  the  use  of  the  applicant  only, 
.  and  for  the  purpose  of  settlement  and  cultivation.  Fifthly, 
that  no  patent  shall,  in  any  case,  issue  until  three  years  af- 
ter the  purchase  or  entry,  and  proof  on  oath  by  at  lea-Jt  two 
credible  witnesses,  before  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
proper  land  district,  of  three  years'  continued  occupancy 
and  cultivation  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  entry,  accom- 
panied also  by  the  cMdavit  of  the  applicant  to  Uie  same 
fycts.  Sixthly,  that  any  sale,  contract  for  sale,  lease,  or 
contract  for  lease,  prior  to  the  emanation  of  the  patent,  shall 
be  utterly  null  and  void,  and  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  the 
purchase-money  and  title  to  the  United  States.  Seventhly, 
that  a  failure  to  commence  the  occupancy  of  the  land  en- 
tered under  the  provisions  of  this  law,  within  four  months 
after  the  date  of  the  entry,  by  the  person  who  shall  have 
made  such  entry,  shall  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  the  title 
and  purchase- money  to  the  United  States;  and  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  occupancy  by  such  person,  within  three  years 
after  the  commencement  thereof,  shall  operate  a  like  for- 
feiture of  the  money  and  title  to  the  United  States.  Bighthly, 
that  no  second  purchase  from  the  Government,  or  entry, 
thall  be  permitted,  by  any  one  who  shall  enter  a  section 
upon  the  terms  and  under  the  provisions  of  this  law. 
Ninthly,  that  any  one  who  is,  at  the  date  of  this  act,  actu- 
ally occupying  and  cultivating  a  tract  of  land,  of  which 
such  person  was  the  proprietor  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
law,  is  permitted  to  purchase  from  the  Government  or  en- 
ter any  unoccupied  adjoining  tract,  not  exceeding  one  sec- 
tion, upon  affidavit  that  the  purchase  or  entry  is  made  for 
the  purpose  of  enlarging  his  or  her  farm,  and  not  for  specu- 
lation, and  that  no  patent  shall  issue  for  such  tract  until 
the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  purchase 
or  entry,  and  that  any  sale,  contract  for  sale,  lease,  or  con- 
tract for  lease,  prior  to  the  emanation  of  the  patent,  shall 
be  utterly  null  and  void,  and  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  the 
title  and  purchase-money  to  the  United  States.  Tenthly, 
that  any  one  swearing  fsdsely,  to  obtain  for  him  or  herself, 
or  for  any  other  person,  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of' 
perjury;  and  that  any  person  procuring  another  to  swear 


falsely,  to  obtain  for  any  one  the  benefits  of  this  md,  shall 
be  guilty  of  subornation  of  perjury.  1 

Some  of  these  requisitions  may  be  considered  aomewhat 
rigid,  but  they  are  not  more  so  than  may  be  neceossiy  to 
introduce  a  system  which,  in  its  practical  opetaSioii%  will 
wholly  prevent  any  future  entzies  of  the  public  domain  for 
the  purposes  of  speculation.  Were  thia  evil  only  di- 
minished, much  good  would  be  effeoed.  But  your  com- 
mittee feel  confident  that  the  bill  proposed  by  ttum  will  en- 
tirely suppress  speculation  in  the  public  landa.  Specula- 
tions would  become  impracticable  after  the  adoption  of  this 
system,  for  the  following  reasons: 

First  The  speculator  must  be  guilty  of  snbMiiation  of 
perjuiy,  in  procuring  the  settler  to  swear  falsely,  that  he 
enters  the  land  for  settlement  and  cultivation  l^  himseU; 
when  in  fact  he  enters  it  to  sell  to  another. 

Secondly.  The  actual  settler  would  be  required  to  com- 
mit perjuzy,  in  taking  the  oath  by  which  he  entaca  the 
land. 

Thirdly.  The  speculator  must  incur  the  hazard  of  pun- 
ishment for  subornation  of  perjury. 

Fourthly.  The  settler  would  incur  the  hazard  of  punish- 
ment for  the  crime  of  perjury. 

Fifthly.  No  speculator  would  furnish  the  money  to  enter 
the  land  on  a  contract  of  sale  by  the  settler,  because  such 
contract  would  not  only  be  null  and  void,  but  operate  as  s 
forfeiture  of  the  title  and  purchase-money  to  the  United 
States.  No  capitalist,  therefore,  would  incur  the  hazard  as 
well  as  guilt  of  such  an  arrangement. 

Sixthly.  No  settler  under  this  law  would  consent  to  be 
made  the  guilty  instrument  of  an  entry  for  speculation.  It 
is  against  his  interest,  for,  by  consenting  to  make  thia  entry 
for  another,  he  forever  forfeits  the  valu^le  privilege  of  ma- 
king another  entry  for  himself.  Three  years*  continnous 
actual  settlement  and  cultivation  must  precede  the  emana- 
tion of  the  patent  and  right  to  sell.  Consequently,  if  the 
entry  were  made  for  the  use  of  a  speculator,  he  moat  have 
paid  the  settler,  first,  for  incurring  the  guilt  and  hazard  of 
perjury;  secondly,  for  forfeiting  the  valuable  privilege  of 
ever  entering  a  tract  for  himself;  and,  thirdly,  for  the  loss 
of  three  years'  time  in  occupying  the  land  of  another;  and 
then  the  capitalist  must  have  himself  incurred  the  guilt  and 
hazard  of  subornation  of  perjury,  and  the  risk  of  losing  hit 
money  and  land  by  an  entry  in  fraud  of  the  law. 

Seventhly.  As  the  new  States  would  be  deeply  interested 
in  arresting  the  r^ stem  of  speculation  and  monc^poiy,  the 
provisions  of  this  law  being  in  consonance  wiUi  public 
opinion  and  public  interest,  would  be  rigidly  and  fiutbfully 
executed.  No  capitaHst  would  dare  attempt  to  procure  a 
single  entry  for  speculation  in  violation  of  this  law,  much 
less  would  he  dream  of  the  practicability  of  entering  mil- 
lions of  acres  every  year  by  the  employment  of  thousands 
of  settlers.  The  expense,  aa  well  as  the  guilt  and  haxazd, 
would  be  too  enormous.  An  entry  for  speculation  under 
the  accumulated  difiicultiea  and  expenditures  arising  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  would  be  a  loss,  and  not  a  specu- 
lation. When  the  speculator  would  have  paid  the  settler 
for  incurring  the  guilt  and  hazanl  of  perjury,  for  forfeiting 
the  privilege  of  entering  another  section  for  himself,  and  for 
three  years'  occupancy  of  the  land,  together  with  the  origi- 
nal entrance-money  to  the  Govenmient  and  three  years'  in- 
terest, he  could  never  sell  the  tract  for  cost  and  charges. 
To  presume  that  even  any  frequent  attempts  would  be  made 
to  violate  the  law,  is  to  suppose  the  great  body  of  settlen 
in  the  new  States  to  be  corrupt  and  vicious,  the  very  re- 
verse of  which  is  the  fact. 

Under  this  system,  then,  landa  being  entered  or  purcha- 
sed from  the  Government  only  for  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion, the  sales  would  be  regelated  by  the  aimual  increase 
of  population  in  the  new  States  and  Territories.  The  esti- 
mate of  this  probable  increase  for  the  future  can  beat  be 
ascertained  l^  reference  to  thepa«t.|  Th$BQP9l}i|tiQn  of  the 
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new  States  and  Territoriea  of  the  Union  erected  out  of  the 
public  domain,  was,  in  1800,  only  69,632;  in  1810,  it  was 
410,057;  in  1820,  1,230,384;  and  in  1830,  it  was  2,377, - 
312.  Thus,  the  increase  from  1800  to  1810,  was  360,426, 
or  about  600  per  cent.;  the  increase  from  1810  to  1820, 
820,277,  or  about  200  per  cent.;  the  increase  from  1820 
to  1830,  1,146,078^  or  about  103  per  cent.  Thus,  whilst 
the  per  centage  of  increase  has  diminished  at  every  census, 
the  actual  increase,  being  on  a  larger  capital,  has  augment- 
ed at  every  enumeration.  Conceding  that  the  ratio  of  in- 
crease  in  the  States  and  Territories  falls  to  63  per  cent,  as 
exhibited  by  the  census  of  1840,  still  the  increase  from  1830 
to  1840  would  be  about  1,500,000;  and  your  committee 
beliere  it  will  exceed  this  estimate.  Assuming  the  average 
of  entries  by  the  settlers  to  be  a  half  section  each,  as  none 
could  enter  more  than  a  section,  and  many  could  not  or 
would  not  enter  more  than  one  eighth,  and  assuming  six  as 
the  usual  average  number  of  the  family  of  each  settler, 
himself  inclusive,  the  quantity  entered  in  ten  years  for  set- 
tlement would  be  eighty  millions  of  acres,  or  eight  millions 
of  acres  per  annum.  But  this  must  be  reduced  by  the  fact 
that  there  were  337,963  slaves  in  the  new  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, which  could  not  be  fairly  included  in  averag^gthe 
family  at  six;  and  that,  on  this  account,  about  one  eighth 
must  be  deducted,  which  would  reduce  the  amount  entered 
annually  for  settlement  to  seven  millions  of  acres.  But  it 
must  also  be  remembered,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  this 
annual  increase  of  population  would  not  enter  lands,  and 
that  at  least  two  millions  of  acres  must  be  deducted  on  this 
account,  and  this  will  leave  five  millions  of  acres  as  about 
the  true  amount  that  would  be  entered  annually  for  settle- 
ment. Your  committee,  however,  believe  that  it  would 
rather  be  less  than  more  than  this  amount. 

By  the  system  proposed  by  the  committee,  about  five 
millions  of  dollars  per  annum  would  be  received  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  into  the  national  Treasury.  By 
sales  for  speculation,  as  well  as  settlement,  assuming  the 
present  year  as  a  criterion,  about  sixteen  millions  per  an- 
num, for  a  few  years,  it  appears,  would  be  realized.  But, 
by  these  vast  sales  for  speculation,  all  the  valuable  public 
lands  would  soon  be  entered,  and  the  national  domain  soon 
cease  to  be  a  source  of  revenue,  llius,  by  the  present 
system,  we  are  exhausting  this  great  fund  for  unnecessary 
revenue,  instead  of  preserving  it,  as  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  yield  a  smaller  annual  amount,  but  for  a  much 
longer  series  of  years,  so  as  to  render  an  increase  of  the 
tariff  unnecessary.  When  the  tariff  reaches  its  lowest 
standard,  in  1842,  the  revenue  derived  therefrooi  cannot 
much  exceed  1 13, 000, 000.  Let  speculators  by  that  period, 
or  shortly  thereafter,  have  entered  all  the  public  lands 
worth  selling,  at  the  minimum  price,  and  an  increase  of 
the  tariff  becomes  again  inevitable.  The  system  proposed 
by  the  committee  will  avoid  these  evils,  by  an  annual  addi- 
tion of  five  millions  of  dollars,  from  sales  of  public  land,  to 
the  revenue  from  duties  on  imports. 

Having,  as  your  committee  hope,  demonstrated  the 
beneficial  effects  upon  the  whole  Union  of  sales  of  the  pub-  i 
lie  lands  for  settlement  only,  they  now  proceed  to  the  sec- 
ond branch  of  the  subject^the  reduction  and  graduation  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  great  argument  hereto- 
fore urged  against  this  measure  has  been,  that  it  would 
throw  Sie  public  lands,  at  reduced  prices,  into  the  hands  of 
speculators.  This  arg^ument,  however,  ceases  to  apply, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  by  whidi  the  public  lands 
can  be  sold  for  settlement  only.  The  sales  of  the  public 
lands  operate  as  a  continual  drain  upon  the  resources  of  the 
West.  The  tariff  upon  imports  has  been  greatly  reduced, 
but  the  general  system  of  reduction  has  not  been  permitted 
to  apply  to  the  relief  of  the  Westem  people,  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  revenues  of  the 
General  Government  are  chiefiy  appropriated  in  the  erec- 
tion of  fortifications,   and  improvement  of  harbors,  and 


other  expenditures  in  the  Atlantic  States.  Small,  indeed, 
is  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  new  States,  whilst  an' 
nual  millions  are  drained  from  them  by  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  for  expenditure  upon  the  maritime  frontier.  The 
new  States  contributed  their  full  proportion  to  the  revenue 
from  the  consumption  of  imports,  and  pay,  in  addition, 
another  vast  sum  into  the  national  Treasury,  from  the  sal^ 
of  the  public  lands.  Your  diminution,  then,  of  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  is  unequal,  when  you  refuse  to  diminish 
those  burdens  which  operate  only  upon  the  people  of  the 
new  States.  Your  reduction  is  sectional,  because  you  re- 
fuse to  apply  it  to  the  public  lands,  the  great  commodity 
purchased  by  the  people  of  the  new  States.  You  fill  your 
Treasury  to  overflowing  with  an  untiecessary  revenue,  in- 
stead of  reducing  all  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  every 
State  of  the  Union.  Upon  the  same  principle  might  you 
refuse  to  reduce  the  tariff  upon  cotton-bagging,  because  it 
was  purchased  only  by  the  South,  or  decline  inducing  the 
tariff  upon  dye-stuffs,  because  it  was  purchased  only  in  the 
manufkcturing  States,  as  refuse  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
the  public  lands,  because  purchased  chiefly  by  the  people  of 
the  West.  In  all  these  cases  you  are  only  yielding  up  a 
portion  of  the  national  revenue  unnecessary  for  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  your  refusal  to  extend  the  reduc- 
tion to  the  great  commodity  purchased  by  the  people  of  the 
West  is  unjust  and  unequal. 

The  new  States  cooperated  with  the  South  in  reducing 
their  burdens  by  a  reduction  of  the  tariff,  and  yet,  with  pain 
and  mortification,  your  committee  perceive  many  Southern 
States  co-operating  with  other  of  the  old  States,  in  refu- 
sing to  extend  to  the  people  of  the  West  the  benefits  of  this 
system  of  reduction.  That  the  new  States,  instead  of  men- 
acing the  Union,  have  submitted  to  this  system  of  palpable 
injustice  and  inequality,  affords  a  striking  evidence  of  their 
devoted  attachment  to  this  confederacy,  and  presents  a 
strong  additional  reason  in  favor  of  extending  to  them  im- 
mediate and  effisctual  relief 

Having  proved,  as  your  committee  hope,  that  the  price 
of  the  public  lands  ought  to  be  reduced,  the  next  question 
is,  as  to  the  rate  of  reduction.  And  here  we  recur  to  the 
act  of  Congress  originating  the  system  of  selling  the  public 
lands,  passed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1785.  By  this  act  the 
price  was  fixed  at  one  dollar  per  acre.  If  this  price  wat 
not  too  great  for  fresh  lands  then,  when  the  Government 
was  poor  and  oppressed  by  a  heavy  debt,  it  cannot  be  con« 
sidered  as  too  high  now,  when  the  Government  is  relieved 
from  all  debt,  and  is  collecting  a  large  unnecessary  revenue. 
Were  we  to  propose  to  reduce  the  price  of  firesh  lands, 
never  offered  for  sale,  to  the  price  fixed  for  similar  lands  by 
the  act  of  1785,  there  could  be  no  just  ground  of  complaint. 
Being,  however,  deeply  solicitous  to  obtain  the  support  of 
all  the  friends  of  moderate  and  gradual  reduction,  we  do  not 
propose  to  reduce  at  present  the  price  of  public  lands  that 
have  been  offered  for  sale.  Our  proposition  is  to  reduce 
the  price  of  all  lands  that  now  have  remained,  or  hereafter 
shall  have  remained,  five  years  subject  to  entry,  and  less 
than  ten  years,  to  one  dollar  per  acre;  ten  years,  and  less 
than  fifteen  years,  to  ninety  cents  per  acre;  fifteen  years, 
and  less  than  twenty  years,  to  eighty  cents  per  acre;  twen- 
ty years,  and  less  than  twenty-five  years,  to  seventy  cents 
per  acre;  twenty -five  years,  and  less  tl\|an  thirty  years, 
to  sixty  cents  per  acre;  and  all  lands  that  shall  have 
been  thirty  years  and  upwards  subject  to  entry,  shall  be 
reduced  to  fifty  cents  per  acre.  As,  under  this  system, 
all  lands  that  have  not  been  five  years  subject  to  entry  will 
be  sold  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,  and  at  a  dollar 
per  acre  from  the  fifth  until  tho  tenth  year,  the  average 
price  at  which  the  public  lands  would  be  sold  would  be  at 
least  a  dollar  per  acre.  It  must  be  perfectly  obvious  to  all, 
and  the  committee  will  establish  the&ct  by  authentic  proofs, 
that  the  public  lands  are  of  very  unequal  value.  In  almost 
every  township  there  is  a  great  variatiomin  the  value  of  the 
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public  lands.  Many  lands  that  will  never  command  the 
present  minimum  price  per  acre,  might  be  sold  at  a  price 
descending  from  the  present  standard  to  fiAy  cents  per  acre^ 
whilst  milliuns  of  acres  are  wholly  unsusceptible  of  cultiva- 
tion,  and  can  never  be  sold  at  any  but  a  nominal  price. 
Why  fix  the  same  unvarying  price  upon  all  landii,  the  good 
as  well  as  the  inferiorl  The  price  should  sink  by  a  de- 
•cending  scale,  graduated  by  the  decreasing  value.  The 
nearest  possible  approximation  to  this  descending  rate  of 
value,  is  the  plan  proposed  by  the  committee.  As  a  gen- 
eral rule,  the  lands  that  have  remained  for  a  series  of  years 
unsold,  after  they  became  subject  to  entry,  must  be  less 
valuable  than  the  fresh  lands;  and  the  value,  as  a  general 
rule,  diminishes  with  the  length  of  time  that  the  lands  have 
been  subject  to  entry.  There  are  occasional  exceptions  to 
this  rule,  but  not  more  than  sufficient  to  prove  its  general 
application.  This  graduated  scale  of  reduction  is  the 
nearest  approximation  to  justice,  whilst  the  unvarying  price 
is  the  fruthest  from  it.  If  all  the  public  lands  were  at  once 
reduced  in  price,  without  any  graduation,  the  new  and 
fresh  lands  would  chiefly  be  sold;  but  the  reduced  prices 
will  effect  the  sale  of  many  inferior  lands,  that  would  never 
be  sold  at  the  present  fixed  minimum  price  per  acre.  The 
reduced  price  will  operate  chiefly  in  favor  of  the  poorer 
class  of  citizens,  who  have  not  the  means  of  paying  the 
present  price.  It  will  enable  many  a  day  laborer  to  become 
a  &rmer  and  owner  of  the  soil  he  cultivates. 

Though  that  soil,  purchased  at  the  reduced  price,  may 
be  less  productive  than  the  farm  of  his  wealthy  neighbor, 
yet  it  will  be  his  own,  it  will  be  his  home,  and  sufficiently 
fertile  to  supply  the  wants  of  himself  and  family.  It  will 
effect  a  change  most  beneficial  in  his  condition,  and  highly 
conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  Shall  the 
Atlantic  States  continue  to  drain  vast  sums  of  money  for 
public  lands  from  the  people  of  the  West,  expend  it  on  the 
■eaboard,  and  refuse  to  diminish  the  burdens  of  the  West- 
em  people,  by  reducing  the  price  of  the  public  landsl 
Buch  a  system  is  unequal,  unjust,  and  oppressive.  To  ex- 
haust the  resources  of  one  section,  for  perpetual  expendi- 
tures in  another,  cannot  be  equitable.  Suppose  the  inte- 
rior States  would  refuse  appropriations  for  fortifications  on 
the  seaboard,  upon  the  ground  that,  by  leaving  it  defence- 
less, they  would  thereby  tempt  many  of  their  citizens  to 
emigrate  to  the  West;  this  would  be  most  unjust,  and 
yet  it  IS  not  more  so  than  the  refusal  of  the  maritime  States 
to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  because  such  refusal 
would  ^tard  the  growth  of  the  West.  The  West  has 
ever  been  willing  to  expend  her  treasure  and  her  blood  in 
defending  the  maritime  cities;  and  shall  the  maritime  States 
so  legislate  as  to  retaid  the  settlement  of  the  West?  Such 
a  course  would  neither  be  wise  nor  patriotic  It  would  im- 
pose perpetual  and  undiminishing  burdens  upon  the  peo- 
ple of  one  section,  for  the  benefit  of  another,  and  render  the 
Government  of  the  Union  an  instrument  of  oppression  and 
injustice. 

The  system  we  propose  disrobes  the  Government  of  the 
character  of  a  speculator,  and  the  auxiliary  of  speculators, 
upon  the  pioneers  of  the  West  The  Government,  under 
the  present  system,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  only,  is 
throwing  the  public  domain  into  the  hands  of  speculating 
monopolists.  It  will  thus  aid  the  sale,  whilst  it  retards  the 
settlement  and  cultivation,  of  the  lands  of  the  West  It  is 
reviving  many  of  the  evils  of  the  old  feudal  system  of 
Europe.  Under  that  system,  the  lands  were  owned  in 
vast  bodies,  by  a  few  wealthy  barons,  and  leased  by  them 
to  an  empoverished  and  dependent  tenantry.  The  same 
consequences  must  result  from  the  monopolies  now  progress- 
ing in  the  public  lands.  Eight  millions  of  acres  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  have  probably  passed  during  the  last  year  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  wealthy  speculators,  who  will  hold  them  up 
at  an  extravagant  value.  These  lands,  therefore,  vrill  re- 
main unoccupied  for  many  years,  or  occupied  only  by  a 


dependent  tenantry.  This  is  deeply  injurioas  to  every 
portion  of  the  Union.  The  owner  and  cultivator  of  a 
single  farm  confers  greater  benefits  upon  the  community 
than  the  monopolist  of  thousands  of  acrea,  pennitted  to  Ub 
waste  and  uncultivated.  The  productions  of  the  soil  con- 
stitute the  principal  resources  of  this  great  nation.  Upon 
the  farming  interest  are  all  others  dependent  for  th^ 
wealth  and  prosperity.  That  interest  furnishes  us  not  only 
with  food  and  raiment  at  home,  but  sends  abroad  that  hun- 
dred of  millions  in  value  of  exports  which  is  carrying 
onward  so  rapidly  the  prosperity  of  this  republic.  Evoy 
new  farm  that  is  cultivated  in  the  West  adds  to  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  the  whole  Union,  whilst  the  investment 
of  millions  in  uncultivated  lands  draws  so  much  money 
from  the  channels  of  productive  industry,  and  depresses  the 
energies  of  the  whole  countiy.  The  one  system  will  leave 
the  lands  of  the  West  waste  and  uncultivated,  the  ochex 
will  subdue  the  wilderness,  and  fill  it  with  smiling  &nns 
and  prosperous  villages.  The  one  ^stem  will  place  upon 
the  lands  of  the  West  a  few  wandering  and  empoverished 
tenants,  controlled  by  absentee  landlords;  the  ^other  tvill 
plant  upon  your  soil  a  virtuous  and  independent  yeomanry, 
the  ovraers  of  the  soil  they  cultivate.  The  one  system  will 
add  thousands  to  your  population  and  resources^  thousands 
to  the  products  of  your  soil,  to  your  imports  and  your  ex- 
ports; the  other  system  will  invest  millions  in  wholly  un- 
productive capital,  and  arrest  the  settlement  and  cultivation 
of  the  soil. 

This  system  of  speculation  has  within  the  last  year  pro- 
gressed to  an  extent  alarming  to  every  friend  of  equal  ri^^its, 
and  should  be  terminated  at  once  and  forever.  The  monopo- 
lies will  be  terminated  by  the  system  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  public  lands  reserved  as  a  perpetual  inherit- 
ance for  the  farmers  of  the  Union. 

The  bill  of  the  committee  will  greatly  augment  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Union.  It  is  an  undbputed  principle  of  the 
law  of  population,  that  it  is  most  rapidly  increased  by  in- 
creasing the  facilities  of  subsistence.  The  vast  effecU  ci 
this  principle  are  illustrated  by  comparing  the  relative  ad- 
vance in  population  of  Ohio,  with  any  of  the  States  upon 
the  continent  of  Europe.  Where,  forty  years  past,  was 
one  vast  and  untrodden  wilderness,  now  is  a  mighty  State, 
with  a  population  greatly  exceeding  a  million,  planted  ere 
the  present  baleful  spurit  of  speculation  and  monopoly  of 
the  public  lands  had  seized  upon  the  capitalists  of  the 
Union.  No  man  will  pretend  that,  if  the  Union  had  been 
confined  to  the  original  thirteen  States,  with  their  present 
boundarils,  and  the  new  States  remained  whoUy  unsettled 
and  uncultivated,  that  the  population  of  the  Union  would 
have  been  as  large  by  several  millions  as  it  now  is.  Upon 
every  principle  that  has  governed  the  progress  of  popula- 
tion, there  would  now  be  at  least  two  millions  of  people 
less  within  the  limits  of  the  Union,  had  that  Union  been 
confined  to  the  present  boundaries  of  the  original  thirteen 
States.  A  loss  of  two  millions  of  people  to  this  Union 
would  be  indeed  incalculable.  It  would  diminish  one 
seventh  the  power  and  strength  of  this  nation,  both  in  war 
and  in  peace.  It  would  greatly  decrease  the  moral  and 
physical  power  of  this  Union,  render  us  less  prosperous  in 
peace,  less  poweHul  in  war,  more  liable  to  foreign  aggres- 
sion, and  less  able  to  repel  it  All  the  revenue  fitom  im- 
ports and  from  public  lands  bears  no  comparison  with  the 
value  of  two  millions  of  people.  Will  the  just,  the  humane, 
the  generous  people  of  the  old  States,  desire  to  retain  the 
poor  man  forever  poor  within  tlieir  limits,  when,  by  redn- 
cing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  they  may  enable  him  to 
procure  for  himself  and  family  a  happy  home  in  the  great 
valley  of  the  Westi  Are  the  old  States  willing  to  avow 
the  principle  that  they  deaire  to  restrain  emigration  to  the 
Westi  It  was  ontof  the  complaints  of  the  thirteen  States, 
in  their  declaration  of  independence,  that  th«  British 
Crown  desired  to  retard  our  growth,  by  incraw^^  the  di^ 
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ficulties  of  obtaining  lands  in  the  colonies:  and  will  these 
same  thirteen  States  now  act  upon  the  same  odious  princi- 
ple towards  their  sisters  of  the  West?  The  resident  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  becomes  a  resident  of  Michigan,  does 
not  cease  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  American  Union;  and  if,  by 
this  change,  he  improves  the  condition  of  himself  and 
family,  why  should  Rhode  Island  object,  when  the  increas- 
ed prosperity  of  every  American  citizen  augments  the 
national  strength  and  gloiy!  Suppose  that  the  new  and 
the  interior  Sutes  should  aJJ  act  upon  this  narrow  and  self- 
ish policy  towards  t^e  States  upon  the  Atlantic  seaboardi 
Suppose  they  objected  to  fortifying  the  seacoast,  upon  the 
ground  that  it  drained  the  money  of  their  citizens  ibr  ex- 
penditures beyond  their  limits  upon  the  maritime  frontier: 
what  would  be  the  reply  of  the  Atlantic  States?  It  would 
be,  that,  in  defending  the  seaboard  States,  the  West  aided 
in  defending  a  part  of  the  republic;  and  is  not  the  argu- 
ment equally  just,  that,  in  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the 
West,  you  augment  the  strength  of  the  Union?  Shall 
there,  then,  be  no  reciprocity  of  benefits,  in  conducting  the 
aflfairs  of  this  great  republic?  So  long  as  the  means  of 
subsistence  are  easy,  an  increase  of  capital  is  nothing  to  a 
nation,  compared  with  an  increase  of  population.  More 
especially  is  this  true,  when  this  population  is  composed  of 
the  productive  and  industrious  classes,  settled  upoi\.  their 
own  farms,  and  cultivating  their  own  soil.  But  the  system 
which  would  restrain  emigration  to  the  West  reverses  all 
these  principles,  and  sacrifices  the  prosperity  of  the  nation 
to  sectional  prejudices  and  sectional  interests.  The  Ameri- 
can statesman  who  loves  his  whole  country  should  adopt 
that  policy  which  will  most  rapidly  increase  the  population 
of  the  whole  nation.  The  inquiry  should  not  be,  what 
policy  will  best  promote  the  interest  of  the  old  States  or  of 
the  new  States,  but  what  will  most  rapidly  increase  the 
prosperity  and  population  of  the  whole  Union.  Viewing 
the  question  in  this  light,  the  policy  of  cheapening  to 
farmers  and  settlers  the  price  of  the  public  domain  cannot 
be  doubted. 

The  existing  situation  of  a  neighboring  territory  presents 
another  strong  inducement  to  reduce  to  settlers  the  price  of 
the  public  lands.  Texas  has  now  passed  from  a  successful 
revolution  into  an  independent  Government.  Whether  the 
people  of  this  Union  and  the  people  of  Texas  (as  your 
committee  desire)  will  consent  to  its  incorporation,  as  a  part 
of  this  confederacy,  is  a  question  undetermined.  Until 
this  question  is  determined,  Texas  must  bo  regarded,  for 
the  present,  as  an  independent  neighboring  republic. 
Stretching,  by  the  boundary  which  she  will  obtain,  from 
the  Sabine  to  the  Del  Norte,  from  latitude  twenty-seven 
south  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  approximating  latitude 
forty  north,  possessing  every  variety  of  climate  from  New 
England  to  Florida,  a  most  salubrious  atmosphere,  a  soil 
fitt^  for  every  vasiety  of  product,  and  inviting  Northern 
as  well  as  Southern  emigration,  Texas  must,  in  any  event, 
carry  off  a  considerable  portion  of  our  population  from 
every  quarter  of  the  Union.  She  possesses,  within  the 
above-mentioned  limits,  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  mil- 
lions of  acres,  being  rather  more  than  four  times  the  ex- 
tent of  Virginia.  Not  more  than  twenty-five  millions  of 
acres  of  this  vast  domain  are  covered  with  valid  grants. 
With  this  mighty  territory,  and  a  sparse  population,  Texas, 
being  deeply  solicitous  to  increase  her  physical  strength, 
will  do  as  every  other  State,  possessing  the  control  of  its 
public  domain,  has  done  in  all  former  periods.  She  will 
throw  open  this  vast  body  of  fresh  and  fertile  lands  to  actual 
settlers,  and  to  them  alone,  at  prices  nearly  nominal. 
What  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence?  That  the  emi- 
gration from  the  old  States,  and  from  Europe,  which  now 
settles  the  public  domain  in  the  new  States,  will,  unless 
we  reduce  the  price  of  our  public  lands  in  favor  of  actual 
settlers,  pass  beyond  our  limits,  and  establish  themselves 
in  Texas.     The  poor  man  of  the  old  States,  who  desires 


to  obtain  a  farm  for  himself  and  family,  and  has  not  the 
money  to  pay  our  present  prices,  will  necessarily  go  to 
Texas.  Many,  also,  who  can  pay  the  present  prices  of  our 
public  lands,  will  also  go  to  Texas,  where  they  can  get 
cheaper  and  equally  fertile  lands.  If  we  keep  up  the  price 
of  our  lands,  whilst  Texas  fixes  her  lands  at  a  nominal 
value,  the  exhausting  effect  upon  the  wealth  and  popula- 
tion of  the  whole  Union  can  scarcely  be  calculated.  It 
will  greatly  depress  the  navigating,  commercial,  and  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  North,  and  reduce  the  value  of 
property  throughout  the  Union.  When  emigrants  from 
the  old  States  settle  in  the  new  States,  there  being  a  per- 
fect system  of  free  trade  between  all  the  States,  the  pros- 
perity of  the  new  States  reacts  in  favor  of  the  old  States, 
and  improvement  in  any  one  State  advances  the  prosperity 
of  the  whole  Union.  Every  new  farm  settled  in  the  West 
gives  business  to  the  merchant,  the  manufacturer,  and 
freighter,  of  the  old  States,  and  adds  to  the  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  the  whole  Union.  But  not  so  with  emigra- 
tion from  the  old  States  to  another  republic.  Our  trade 
with  such  republic  cannot  be  free.  Other  nations  may 
furnish  its  supplies,  and  there  is  nothing  in  return  to  com- 
pensate 'US  for  the  exhaustion  of  capital  and  emigration. 
We  may  greatly  diminish  these  threatening  evils  by  redu- 
cing to  settlers  the  price  of  our  public  lands.  If  we  re- 
duce our  lands  to  the  standard  fixed  by  Texas  for  her  lands, 
the  loss  of  the  nation  by  emigration  there  will  be  compara- 
tively small.  But  if  we  keep  up  the  price  of  our  lands, 
whilst  Texas  fixes  her  lands  at  a  low  rate,  we  shall  lose  by 
emigration  at  least  a  million  of  our  population  within  the 
next  ten  years/  Can  any  sum  paid  into  the  national  Treas- 
ury compensate  this  nation  for  the  loss  of  a  million  of  her 
people?  It  cannot,  and  we  should  lose  no  time  in  endeav- 
oring to  prevent  these  threatened  calamities.  Should  we 
refuse  to  act  now,  we  will,  when  it  is  too  late,  when  our 
population  is  gone,  and  property  reduced  in  value,  deplore 
our  folly  and  want  of  foresight.  The  present  emergency 
demands  immediate  action.  Without  this  action  the  v^iy 
life-blood  of  the  Union  will  be  exhausted,  and  a  generai 
depression  of  property,  a  languishing  commerce,  a  decay 
of  districts,  towns,  and  cities,  will  certainly  ensue.  The 
current  of  emigration  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  the 
other,  from  the  old  to  the  new  States,  rolls  back  a  golden 
tide  of  trade  and  business.  The  old  States  now  supply 
nearly  all  the  wants  of  the  fanners  of  the  valley  of  the 
West,  and  hence  its  prosperity  wonderfully  promotes  the 
welfare  of  the  older  States  of  the  Union.  The  poor  emi- 
Efrant  from  the  old  States,  who  establishes  a  farm  in  the  West^ 
soon  contributes  more  to  the  wealth  and  commerce  of  the 
State  he  left  than  if  he  had  remained  there  in  dependent 
poverty.  The  prosperity  of  the  new  States  reacts,  through 
the  channels  of  trade  and  business,  in  favor  of  the  old 
States,  and  hence  the  wonderful  growth  of  the  whole 
country. 

The  system  we  propose  will  have  a  wonderful  tendency 
to  perpetuate  the  Union.  Under  the  existing  laws,  the 
public  lands  are  now  rapidly  passing  from  the  Government 
into  the  hands  of  speculators.  Sales  at  the  rate  of  thirteen 
millions  of  acres  per  annum  will  soon  exhaust  all  that  is 
worth  selling  of  the  public  domain.  But,  if  the  sales  be 
made  only  to  settlers  in  limited  quantities,  this  great  do- 
main will  remain  for  a  much  longer  period  the  property  of 
the  nation,  for  the  sacred  purpose  only  of  establishing  farms^ 
and  securing  a  freehold  to  the  poorest  American.  Whilst 
the  whole  Union  will  derive  from  the  sales  for  settlement 
only,  such  moderate  and  almost  unfluctuating  revenue  as 
to  render  an  increase  of  the  tariff  unnecessary,  this  noble 
domain  will  be  filled  annually  with  an  industrious  popula- 
tion, whoft  devotion  to  the  Union  will  be  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  feet  of  their  receiving  their  farms  and  homes  at  a 
cheap  rate  from  a  paternal  Government.  How  differsnt 
must  be  the  effect  of  persevjsring  ili.  tl^  present  system? 
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The  landd  of  the  West  pawing  into  the  hands  of  specula- 
tors, all  reduction  of  the  price  even  of  inferior  public  lands 
refused,  even  the  labor  of  the  settler  upon  public  lands  is 
set  up  at  auction  by  the  Government,  and  many  a  tract, 
rendered  only  valuable  by  the  improvements  of  the  occu- 
pant, is  made  a  subject  of  speculation;  the  new  States 
drained  annually  of  millions  for  expenditure  in  the  seaboard 
States,  and  the  prosperity  of  these  new  States  sacrificed 
for  unnecessary  revenue.  Such  a  policy  must  excite  sec- 
tional feelings,  and  tend  to  weaken  the  bonds  of  our  Union. 
That  the  West  never  has  menaced,  and  we  trust  never  will 
menace  the  Union,  to  obtain  any  advantage  for  herseli, 
gives  her  a  strong  additional  claim  to  the  fevorable  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Government  You  have  only 
realized  about  fifty  millions  of  dollars  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  but  from  duties  you  have  received  about  seven 
hundred  millions;  and  the  more  you  promote  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  the  soil,  the  more  rapidly  will  you  in- 
erej«e  the  exports,  and  consequently  augment  the  imports 
of  the  country;  and  how  vastly  has  your  revenue  from  im- 
ports been  increased,  and  must  continue  to  increase,  from 
the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  soil  of  the  West,  and 
thus  has  added  millions,  and  will  add  millions  more,  to 
your  revenue  from  this  source. 

We  hold  it  to  be  a  sound  maxim,  that  no  more  money 
should  be  collected  from  the  people  than  is  essential  for  the 
wants  of  the  Government;  all  beyond  this  is  tyranny. 
Government  is  an  agency  created  by  the  people  for  their 
benefit,  and  that  they  should  be  drained  of  millions  an- 
nually beyond  the  wants  of  this  Government  is  the  very 
essence  of  despotism.  Leave  all  unnecessary  surplus  un- 
collected in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  and  let  each  freeman 
expend  his  own  money  for  such  purposes  as  will,  in  his 
opinion,  best  promote  the  happiness  of  himself  and  family. 
If  the  General  Government  may  collect  fil\y  millions  of 
onnegessai)^  revenue,  it  may  collect  five  hundred  millions, 
and  tbus  crubvert  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

«The'femedy  for  a  surplus  revenue  is  simple:  reduce  the 
revenue,  and  the  surplus  disappears.  Reduction,  and  not 
distribution,  it  the  true  policy  of  the  Government.  Red  uce, 
and  there  is  no  necessity  to  distribute;  but  distribute,  and 
you  will  never  reduce.  Now  you  have  greatly  reduced  the 
revenue  from  duties  on  imports,  decrease  the  revenue  still 
further,  by  diminishing  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and 
confining  the  sales  to  actual  settlers,  and  your  dangerous 
surplus  soon  vanishes.  Is  this  system  of  sales  to  specula- 
tors, at  the  same  unvarying,  unreduced  price,  to  be  perpetu- 
ated? If  so,  you  perpetuate  the  system  of  surplus  revenue. 
You  drain  annually  from  the  people  large  amounts  of  un- 
necessary revenue.  You  fix  the  surplus  system  as  the 
established  policy  of  the  Government,  and  persevere  in 
enriching  the  Treasury  annually  at  the  expense  of  the 
peonle. 

The  General  Government  should  never  speculate  upon 
the  settlers  of  the  public  domain,  nor  aid  others  in  so  doing. 
TTiere  are  two  classes  of  speculators:  one  class,  comprising 
many  respectable  citizens,  who  occasionally  enter  or  pur- 
chase public  lands  unoccupied  by  any  settler.  Altliough 
no  moral  wrong  Is  committed  by  these  individuals,  yet  even 
this  species  of  purchase  or  entry,  for  speculation,  should 
be  arrested,  as  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  country,  and 
calculated  to  retard  future  settlements.  But  there  is  an- 
other and  very  numerous  class  of  speculations  upon  the 
public  domain,  not  only  permitted,  but  encourageci  by  our 
existing  laws,  and  replete  with  fraud  and  extortion.  It  is 
this:  Immediately  succeeding  the  advertisement  of  large 
bodies  of  public  lands  for  sale  at  auction  by  the  United 
States,  this  second  class  of  speculators  explore  the  whole 
Gountiy  advertised  for  sale,  take  the  number  of  every  quar- 
ter section  upon  which  a  settler  is  established,  add  the  value 
of  the  improvement  made  upon  the  land,  by  the  sweat  of 
the  brow  of  the  industrious  occupant,  to  the  intrinsic  worth 


of  the  waste  land,  and  thus  compel  the  settler  to  pay  either 
the  speculator  or  the  Government,  not  the  value  of  the 
land  only,  but,  in  addition,  the  value  of  the  improvement 
made  by  the  occupant  himself,  after  years  of  toil  and  labor. 
In  this  way,  either  the  speculator  or  the.  Government  re- 
ceives money  for  that  which  is  not  its  own.  It  reoezves 
money  for  improvements  which  it  has  not  made,  and  bouses 
which  it  has  not  erected.  It  puis,  without  any  compensa- 
tion, the  money  for  the  labor  of  the  settler  into  the  public 
Treasury,  or  enables  the  speculator  to  put  this  money  into 
his  own  pocket  By  this  system,  the  Government  co- 
operates with  the  speculator  in  depriving  the  industrioui 
occupant  of  all  remuneration  for  his  labor;  and  small  in- 
deed is  the  profit  which  the  Government  derives  from  this 
legalized  system  of  plunder  and  bpoliation. 

The  authentic  records  of  the  Land  Office  demonstrate  that 
the  speculator  is  the  monopolist  of  nearly  all  the  profit  cf 
this  immoral,  unjust,  and  oppressive  system;  a  JTft'em  which 
is  a  stain  upon  the  honor  of  a  great  nation.     The  poor  but 
industrious  occupant  generally  attends  the  land  sales,  hav- 
ing no  more  money  than  a  sum  sufficient  to  buy  the  land 
he  occupies  at  the  minimum  price;  a  speculator  bids  a  fev 
cents  over  him,  and  becomes  the  purchaser  of  the  land,  and 
the  owner  of  an  improved  farm,  paying  not  one  cent  for 
the  value  of  the  improvements.     lu  other  cases^  where  the 
settler  has  collected  something  more  than  the  mcHiej  suf- 
ficient to  pay  for  the  land  he  occupies,  at  the  minimum 
price,  and  bids  that  sum,  the  speculator,  by  some  secivt 
agent  employed  by  him,  overbids  the  settler;  the  land  is 
struck  off  to  tliis  agent,  and  the  settler  leaves  the  sales  in 
disgust,  to  mourn  over  the  injustice  of  the  Government  of 
the  Union,  and  to  prepare  for  the  removal  of  himself  and 
family  from  the  little  farm  which  he  had  improved  and  ex- 
pected to  have  purchased  firom  a  paternal  Government.  Af- 
ter the  departure  of  the  settler,  the  tract  is  forfeited  for 
nourpayment,  and  the  speculator  purchases  in  his  own 
name  the  forfeited  tract,  probably  at  the  minimum  price  per 
acre.     The  scenes  ensuing  many  of  our  land   sales  are 
scenes  of  the  deepest  distress  and  misery.    They  are  scenes 
in  which  many  families  are  driven  forth  from  their  homes, 
to  seek  some  other  spot  in  the  wilderness,  where  keen-e3'ed 
avarice  and  sordid  monopoly  may  not  overtake  them.     But 
another  land  sale  comes  on,  the  same  scene  is  repeated,  tiil 
all  hope  is  extinguished,  and  nothing  is  lef\  to  the  settler 
but  despair  and  ruin.     Yet  these  scenes  of  fraud  and  cruelty 
are  of  constant  occurrence,  permitted  and  encouraged  1^ 
the  present  system  of  the  sales  of  the  pubHc  lands  at  public 
auctidh.     Your  committee  have  said  that  the  speculator, 
and  not  the  Government,  reaps  nearly  all  the  profit  of  these 
inglorious  transactions,  and  this  is  proved  by  the  records  of 
the  Land  Office.     By  the  documeuU  from  the  Land  Office 
it  appearp,  that,  taking  all  the  sales  of  the  public  landa,  from 
the  adoption  of  the  cash  system,  in  July,  1820,  down  to 
the  present  period,  the  average  price  received  by  the  Gov- 
ernment upon  these  sales  has  been  less  thsn  six  cents  per 
acre  over  the  minimum  price.     And  it  is  for  this  miserable 
pittance  of  less  than  six  cents  per  acre  that  this  great  nation 
incurs  the  disgrace  and  dishonor  of  sending  forth  the  re- 
morseless speculator,  authorized  and  encouraged  by  our  ex- 
isting laws,  to  drive  from  their  homes  those  hardy  pioneers 
who  were  erecting  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  those  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  citizens  who  in  peace  auddue  the 
forest  and  cultivate  the  soil,  and  who,  whenever  danger 
threatens  their  country,  are  the  very  first  to  march  to  the 
rescue.     As  there  are  no  citizens  more  useful  and  more  pa- 
triotic than  these,  so  there  are  none  more  justly  taiitled  to 
the  regard  of  the  Government.     Yet  these  are  ^e  very  men 
who,  by  the  present  system,  are  sacrificed,  not  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Government,  but  of  speculators.     Surely^  then^ 
such  a  system  ought  to  be  abandoned.     Whilst,  then,  your 
committee  do  not  propose  the  immediate  reduction  of  the 
price  of  fresh  lands,  never  ofiered  for  sale,  thejy  do  recam- 
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mend  the  total  abandonment  of  (he  auction  system,  as  pro- 
ductive of  no  benefit,  except  to  the  speculator,  disgraceful 
to  the  Government,  and  fraught  with  the  most  corrupting 
consequences.  In  lieu  of  this  system,  your  committee  pro- 
pose that  aU  public  lands,  not  yet  offered  at  pubUc  sale, 
fhaJl,  at  the  expiration  of  four  months  after  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  returns  of  the  surveys  to  the  proper  land  office, 
l)ecome  subject  to  entry  at  the  present  minimum  price,  but 
in  all  cases  for  settlement  and  cultivation  only,  and  not  for 
apcculation;  giving,  in  all  cases,  a  preference  to  the  first  oc- 
cupant, for  the  section  which  he  cultivates,  and  upon  which 
he  resides;  and  the  same  system  your  committee  apply  to 
the  land  already  subject  to  entry,  at  the  prices  as  graduated 
and  jreduced  by  this  bill.  The  system  proposed  by  your 
committee  is  not  the  pre-emption  system,  but  a  substitute 
for  it.  As,  however,  the  pre-emption  system  has  beeh 
greatly  traduced,  and  many,  without  investigation,  have 
been  led  to  believe  that  the  Government  has  lost  millions  by 
the  operation  of  this  system,  your  committee  will  proceed 
to  demonstrate,  from  authentic  documents,  that  the  total 
loss  (if^ny)  by  this  system,  firom  the  adoption  of  the  cash 
sales,  in  July,  1820,  to  the  present  period,  is,  at  the  highest 
estimate,  $143,259. 

By  Senate  document  No,  376,  being  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ordered  to  be  printed  May  19, 
1836,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  acres  taken  by  pre- 
emptions, firam  the  adoption  of  the  cash  system  to  the  pres- 
ent period,  is  2,387,650  acres,  for  all  which  the  pre-emp- 
tioners  paid  the  Government  the  price  of  $1  25  per  acre. 
Now,  by  the  documents  from  the  Land  Office  before  referred 
to,  it  appears  that  the  average  price  obtained  for  all  the  pub- 
lic lands  sold  since  the  cash  system  is  less  than  $1  31  per 
acre,  being  an  eicess  of  less  than  six  cents  over  the  mini- 
mum price.  Now,  multiply  the  total  number  of  acres  pro- 
cured by  pre-emptions,  as  before  given,  by  six  cents,  and 
the  result  is  $143,259,  being  the  highest  estimate  of  loss 
arising  from  the  pre-emption  system,  instead  of  the  millions 
upon  millions  so  frequently  proclaimed  by  the  enemies  of 
the  system.  By  inquiry,  however,  at  the  Land  Office,  your 
committee  have  ascertained  that  a  large  body  of  lands  sold 
to  citizens  of  Louisiana  under  the  various  back-concession 
laws,  selling  at  the  minimum  price  the  swamp  lands  in  the 
rear  to  the  owners  of  the  front  tracts,  is  embraced  in  this 
statement  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which  would  still 
further  reduce  the  loss ;  and  the  floats  most  unwisely  at- 
tached to  the  pre-emption  system  of  late  years,  and  which 
have  given  rise  to  all  the  frauds  complained  of,  have  still 
further  increased  the  estimate.  This  system  of  floats,  now 
abandoned  by  all,  should  constitute  no  objection  to  the  pre- 
emption system.  The  committee,  however,  have  made  no 
deductions  on  these  accounts.  Now,  is  the  loss  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  this  paltry  sum,  being  lees  than  $9,000  per  an- 
num, any  equivalent  for  the  proposed  sacrifice  to  specula- 
tors of  the  farms  of  so  many  industrious  citizens;  and  when 
we  deduct  from  this  sum  the  expenses  attending  land  sales, 
additional  to  those  incurred  at  sales  by  private  entry,  this 
supposed  loss  is  still  further  greatly  reduced.  But  the 
average  price  obtained  for  the  public  lands  during  the  last 
year,  which  is  the  safest  criterion,  is  but  two  cents  and  a 
small  fraction  over  the  minimum  price  per  acre,  the  total  of 
sales  in  1835  (exclusive  of  two  small  returns  not  received) 
being  12,418,007.76  acres,  and  the  price/or  the  whole  be- 
ing $15,811,144  98.  Taking,  then,  the  sales  of  last  year 
as  the  criterion,  and  the  total  estimate  of  the  entire  loss 
from  this  pre-emption  system,  multiplying  2,387,650  by 
two  cents,  would  be  $17,753,  and  deducting  from  this  the 
additional  expenses  of  land  sales  beyond  the  expenses  of 
sales  at  private  entry,  and  the  loss  to  the  Government  can- 
not exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  But,  in  fact, 
there  is  no  loss  from  the  system,  for  the  occupancy  of  the 
land  district  by  settlers  preceding  a  land  sale  gives  addi- 
tional value  to  the  unoccupied  land,  and  causes  it  to  bring 


a  better  price.  Thus,  by  document  No.  376,  before  re* 
ferred  to,  Uie  total  number  of  acres  covered  by  pre-emption 
claims  in  1832  was  but  49,071.17  acres;  and  in  1834^ 
637,597.59  acres;  and  in  1835,  574,986.86  acres;  yet,  in 
each  of  these  two  last  yeara,  the  average  price  obtamed  for 
the  public  lands,  as  shown  by  the  Land  OflUce  returns,  is 
greater  than  in  1833,  when  less  than  one  tenth  the  num- 
ber of  acres  were  covered  by  pre-emption  claims.  Nothing, 
then,  in  point  of  fact,  is  gained  by  the  Government  by  th« 
present  system  of  public  sales,  whilst  it  introduces  fraud 
and  oppression,  and  a  sacrifice  of  the  industrious  settler  to 
the  baleftd  spirit  of  speculation. 

No  nation  but  this  speculates  upon  her  citizens  in  the 
sale  of  the  public  domain.  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain, 
Mexico,  gave  their  lands  to  their  citizens  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  settlement  only.  The  various  States  of  this  Union 
having  public  lands  of  their  own  to  sell,  sell  them  at  nomk-^ 
nal  prices  to  settlers,  and  not  to  speculators.  From  various 
State  laws,  of  a  similar  character,  we  will  quote  from  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Maine  only.  By  the  first  section  of 
her  act  of  1824,  she  declares  that  her  lands,  in  limited 
quantities,  *<  shall  be  sold  to  such  persons  only  as  may 
wish  to  become  actual  settlers,"  and  the  price  fixed  is 
''thirty  cents  per  acre;'*  and,  by  the  eighth  section  of  the 
same  act,  there  is  secured  to  every  actual  settler,  upon  any 
tract,  <*aprior  right  of  purchase.*'  Here  are  the  settlement 
and  pre-emption  principle  both  imbodicd  in  the  laws  of 
Maine;  and  your  committee  believe  that  the  same  principles, 
substantially,  will  be  found  in  the  laws  of  all  the  States 
having  public  lands  of  their  own  within  their  limits;  nor  are 
the  checks  and  guards  against  frauds  in  the  laws  of  those 
States  by  any  means  so  numerous  and  rigid  as  those  pro- 
posed in  this  bill.  Frauds  may  have  occurred  under  (he 
State  laws  which  could  not  take  place  under  the  provisions 
of  this  bill.  But  because  frauds  may  have  been,  perpetrated 
in  some  cases  upon  lands  in  the  old  States,  did  thoss  States 
consent,  or  would  they  ever  have  consented,  to  throw  open 
all  their  lands  for  entry  by  speculating  monopolists,  .<«hd 
turn  their  citizens  round  to  buy  of  them 'at  exorbitant 
pricest  Why  should  the  old  States  confine  the  sales  of 
their  own  lands  to  actual  settlers,  and  refuse  to  act  upon 
the  same  principles  as  regards  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  the 
new  States?  Why  sell  to  settlers  only  in  their  own  States, 
and  to  speculators  mainly  in  the  new  States?  If  these  lands 
were  within  the  limits  of  any  old  State,  and  subject  to  sale 
by  their  Legislatures,  how  soon  would  they  reduce  the 
price,  and  limit  the  sales  to  actual  settlers?  But  now,  how 
different  the  policy.  The  question  seems  to  be,  not  what 
will  best  promote  die  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  soil 
of  die  West,  but  how  can  we  derive  most  money  from  sales 
of  the  public  lands  to  speculating  monopolists. 

There  are  many  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  that 
will  remain  forever  unsold  at  the  present  price.  To  hold 
these  lands  at  a  price  that  can  never  be  obtained  for  them, 
is  to  violate  the  spirit  of  the  compacts  by  which  they  were 
ceded  to  the  General  Government;  which  compacts  declare 
that  they  shall  be  "disposed  of.''  To  refuse  a  sale  alto- 
gether, would  be  a  manifest  infraction  of  the  compacts;  and  is 
not  the  exaction  of  a  price  which  the  lands  will  never  bring 
equivalent  to  a  refusal  to  sell?  But  we  are  told  by  the  op- 
ponents of  reduction  and  graduation  that  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  are  still  progressing  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  But 
this  State,  as  we  will  show,  is  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule.  She  has  neither  mountains  nor  vast  inundated  swamps, 
nor  unproductive  pine  barrens,  nor  unculturable  prairies,  to 
create  a  large  body  of  refuse  lands.  She  has,  as  appears 
from  the  authentic  documents,  but  666,000  acres  of  public 
lands  unsold,  ascertained  to  be  unfit  for  cultivation.  Far 
different  is  the  case  in  all  the  other  new  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  Union. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  25th  of  April,  1828, 
the  registers  and  receivers  of  all  the/ various  land  distoicu 
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were  required  to  report  the  quantity,  quality,  and  probable 
▼alue,  of  the  unaold  public  landa.  Thu  report  was  made  in 
1888,  and  we  annex  hereto,  in  a  table  marked  "A,''  the 
aatimatea  compiled  from  these  reports.  To  this  table  your 
committee  would  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
From  this  table  it  appears  that  but  666,000  acres  of  land 
were  aiicertained  to  be  unfit  for  cultivation  in  the  whole 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  average  price  of  all  the  unsold  public 
lands  in  Ohio  was  estimated  at  sixty-seven  cento  per  acre; 
in  Indiana  the  quantity  unfit  for  cultivation  2,430,000,  and 
the  average  price  per  acre,  of  all  the  unsold  public  lands, 
ninety  cents;  in  Illinois  6,027,000  acres  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  average  price  per  acre  fifty  cento,  of  all  the 
unsold  public  lands;  in  Missouri,  6,700,000  acres  unfit  for 
cultivation,  and  the  average  price  per  acre  of  all  the  unsold 
public  lands,  twenty  cents;  in  Alabama,  6,916,000  acres 
unfit  for  cultivation,  average  price  per  acre  of  all  the  unsold 
pabUc  lands,  twenty  cento;  Mississippi,  8,294,000  acres 
unfit  forxultivation,  average  price  per  acre,  seventeen  cents, 
of  all  the  unsold  public  lands;  Louisiana,  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion, (very  partial  returns)  687,000  acres,  average  price 
r»r  acre  of  all  the  unsold  public  lands,  thirty-seven  cento, 
rom  the  annexed  table,  made  out  from  theofilcial  returns, 
it  appears  that  of  the  whole  63,110,873  acres  unsold  and 
tttbject  to  entry  on  the  80th  of  June,  1828,  there  were  re- 
turned 84,278,000  acres  unfit  for  cultivation;  6,614,000 
acres  first-rate,  (no  doubt  now  entered ;)  and  the  remainder, 
bdog  48,218,000  acres,  inferior.  But,  from  the  general 
data  from  the  land  oflices  not  making  specific  returns,  but 
giving  general  information,  at  least  13,000,000  more  must 
be  set  down  as  unfit  for  cultivation,  making  the  total  amount 
66,218,000  acres  unfit  for  cultivation.  From  the  returns 
fomished,  the  average  price  per  acre  of  the  83, 1 10,873  sub- 
ject to  entry  on  the  30tb  June,  1828,  is  thirty  cento.  Now, 
should  this  vast  body  of  public  lands  be  held  forever  at  one 
unvarying  price  of  ^1  26  cento  per  acrel  Is  such  a  course 
consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the  compacto  by  which  these 
lands  were  acquired!  Is  it  just  to  the  States  in  which  these 
lands  are  situatel  Is  it  wise,  as  a  mere  question  of  revenuel 
Why  hold  at  one  unvarying  price  lands  so  utterly  difierent 
in  valuel  As  well  might  you  fix  the  golden  eagle  and  a 
fifty-cent  piece  of  silver  at  the  same  value,  because  they 
were  of  the  same  size,  as  to  fix  a  section  of  refuse  lands  and 
a  section  of  fresh  lands  at  the  same  price,  because  their  su- 
perficial extent  was  the  same. 

Your  committee  will  select,  from  many  cases  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  that  of  the  AugusU  land  ofllce,  Mississippi, 
as  presented  by  the  authentic  returns.  The  number  of 
acres  unsold  on  the  30th  of  June,  1828,  was  6,670,000 
acres,  the  average  price  estimated  by  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, five  to  eight  cento  per  acre;  first-rate,  none;  worth 
the  minimum  price, none;  unfit  for  cultivation,  6, 000, 000  of 
acres;  which  land  had  then  been  subject  to  entry  from  five 
to  eighteen  years,  and  consequently  has  been  now  subject 
to  entry  from  thirteen  to  twenty-six  years.  And  is  this 
land  selling,  or  will  it  ever  sell,  at  the  present  prioel  By 
the  returns  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office, 
under  date  of  the  2 let  of  April,  1836,  giving  a  stotement 
of  the  lands  purchased  at  that  office,  from  ito  establishment 
to  the  close  of  the  year  1830,  when  the  valuable  (*hoctow 
lands  were  ceded,  and  shortly  afterwards  In  part  attached  to 
this  land  district,  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  sold  in 
the  old  district  was  4,700  acres,  and  not  an  acre  beyond 
the  minimum  price.  This  presento  conclusive  evidence 
tiiat  these  lands  never  will  sell  at  the  present  price,  and 
that  they  are  truly  estimated,  by  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  district,  at  an  average  price  of  from  five  to  eight 
cento  per  acre.  At  the  present  rate  of  sales  for  the  last 
twenty-six  years,  exhibited  by  the  above  returns  from  that 
otBoe,  it  would  require  7,839  years  to  sell  not  only  one  half 
the  lands  in  the  Augusto  land  district,  being  a  period 
exceeding  the  time  from  the  creation  of  the  earth  to  the 


present  moment;  and  many  other  of  the  old  land  diatrieSs 
will  exhibit  nearly  similar  resulto.  By  the  returns  from  the 
Land  Oflice  under  dato  of  the  27th  of  April,  1836,  it  ap- 
pears there  were  then  subject  to  entry  at  private  saje 
119,269,728.34  acres,  showing  that  .the  refuse  has  in- 
creased 36,148,866  since  the  30th  of  June,  1628,  and 
must  continue  to  increase,  as  new  districto  are  &om  time 
to  time  exposed  for  sale.  Taking  the  average  of  the  value 
of  the  refuse  of  1828  as  a  fair  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
refuse  of  1436,  there  would  now  be  in  market  at  least 
80,000,000  of  acres  not  worth  the  minimum  price,  and  at 
least  60,0<»0,000  of  this  80,000,000  unfit  for  cultivation. 
But  it  may  be  asked,  whence,  then,  come  the  preeent  lai^ 
sales  of  the  public  lands?  These  sales  and  entries  arise 
from  the  following  sources:  1st,  from  the  sales  of  a  small 
portion  of  the  lands  embraced  in  table  A,  as  subject  to 
entry  on  the  80th  of  June,  1828,  leaving  the  present  un- 
sold balances  of  those  lands  still  less  valuable;  2dly,  and 
almost  entirely,  from  the  prodigious  quantity  of  fredi  land 
offered  for  sale  since  the  30th  of  June,  1828 — the  whole 
quantity  offered  for  sale  up  to  the  1st  of  January,  1836, 
being  169,178,042,  and  the  tefuse  119,269,728.  Why, 
then,  hold  up  this  immense  mass  of  refuse  lands  at  prices 
the  lands  will  never  bring?  The  graduation  prindple  is 
the  nearest  approach  to  justice  which  can  be  devised,  whilst 
the  refusal  to  graduate  is  the  most  unjust  and  unequal. 
The  new  States  seem  to  be  looked  to  now,  rather  as  a  source 
of  revenue  from  the  sales  of  their  lands,  than  widi  a  view 
to  the  promotion  of  their  settlement  and  prosperity.  Cal- 
culations of  the  increased  population  of  the  new  States  are 
held  up  to  the  jealous  scrutiny  of  the  people  of  the  old 
Stotes,  as  if  the  new  States  were  not  members  of  the  same 
confederacy,  and  as  if  those  calculations  were  not  moat 
useful  which  would  demonstrate  what  system  would  best 
promote  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  die  whole  Union. 
Our  wonderful  growth  as  a  nation  has  been  mainly  promo- 
ted by  the  settlement  of  the  West. 

And  have  not  the  people  who  settle  these  new  States 
stronger  claims  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government,  in 
regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  domain,  than  the 
older  members  of  the  confederacy?  The  people  who  have 
settled  and  are  settling  the  new  Stotes  give  to  your  public 
domain  there  nearly  all  ito  value.  But  for  them,  those 
lands  would  still  remain  a  mighty  wilderness,  like  the  lands 
of  Oregon,  utterly  valueless,  however  fertile,  because  it 
was  a  wilderness.  The  people  who  settle  the  new  States 
encounter  many  difficulties  and  dangers.  In  the  early  set- 
tlement of  the  country  they  are  generally  surrounded  by  a 
savage  foe,  and  the  soil  they  cultivate  is  often  moistened  by 
their  blood.  The  life  of  the  pioneer  is  almost  universally 
one  of  toil  and  danger.  He  can  enjoy  but  few  of  the  com- 
forto,  and  none  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  To  subdue  the 
wilderness  is  not  an  easy  conquest.  The  early  settleis  of 
a  new  country  enter  the  migh^  foreste  of  the  West,  find- 
ing your  lands  there  bearing  no  value.  They  explore  and 
conquer  the  wilderness;  they  make  roads  and  bridges,  towns 
and  cities,  with  their  own  labor  and  their  own  capital,  and 
thus  give  to  your  pilblic  lands  nearly  all  their  market  value. 
They  give  these  Stoles  to  the  Union,  and  have  surely  a 
stronger  claim  upon  you,  as  regards  the  di8]Misition  of  the 
public  lands,  than  any  people  who  have  never  seen  these 
new  Stotee,  and  expended  neither  time  nor  capital  in  im- 
proving the  lands  within  their  limito.  Take  fnim  the  new 
States  the  labor  and  capital  employed  there  by  their  citi- 
zens, and  your  public  lands  would  have  little  or  no  market 
value.  These  are  facto  that  should  never  be  forgotten  by 
the  jast  and  generous  citizens  of  the  older  States  of  the 
Union.  Let  us  sell,  then,  only  for  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion, and  at  reduced  prices,  and  we.  will  make  some  return 
to  the  new  States  for  the  value  which  their  labor  and  cajHtal 
have  given  and  are  giving  to  your  public  domain. 

The  committee  proposes  the  sale  and  entiy  of  all  tha 
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public  lands  in  forty-acre  lota — a  measure  highly  important 
to  the  poorer  class  of  citizens,  and  injurious  to  no  interest 
whatever.  We  also  recommend  that  all  public  lands  which 
shall  have  remained  unsold  for  thirty-five  years  after  they 
become  subject  to  entry,  ahall  be  ceded  to  the  States,  re- 
spectively, in  which  such  unsaleable  refuse  is  situate,  at 
the  price  paid  by  the  United  States  for  surveying  the  lands. 
If  we  may  take  Ohio  as  an  eiample,  less  than  a  million 
of  acres  will  be  obtained  by  any  State  under  this  provision. 


If  more  land  than  thia  is  obtained  by  any  one  State,  it  will 
be  because  the  refuse  remaining  unsold,  after  a  lapse  of 
thirty-five  years  from  the  period  of  its  becoming  subject  to 
entry  in  such  State,^will  be  almost  wholly  unfit  for  cultiva- 
tion, and  would  not,  from  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales^ 
pay  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Government  for  continu- 
ing the  land  offices  in  those  States.  Your  committee  here- 
with  report  a  bill  conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  re- 
I>ort. 


Table  A. 

Compiled  from  the  returns  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States^  in  1828,  by  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the 
various  land  offices,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  April  25,  1828. 


Quantity  unsold 

First  rate. 

Unfit  for  culti- 

• 
Average 

Offered  for 

Offered  as 

8Ute  and  district. 

at  $1  25  per 

vation. 

value  per 

sale  by  the 

fifts  by 
foreign 

acre,  on  30lh 

acre. 

United  SUtcs. 

June,  1828. 

Powers. 

Acres. 

ACItM. 

Acres. 

Cents. 

Yeare. 

Yean. 

Marietta,              Ohio, 

406,000 

None, 

100,000 

50 

8  to  28 

ZanefvUle,            do. 

647,900 

None, 

. 

. 

8  to  24 

Steubenville,        do. 

131,835 

None, 

None, 

100 

8  to  28 

Chilicothe,            do. 

1,011,928 

None, 

126,000 

75 

8  to  28 

Cincinnati,            do. 

800,000 

. 

. 

103 

8  to  28 

Wooster,              do. 

162,483 

None, 

.     '             40,000 

90 

8  to  24 

Piqua,                   do. 
Delaware,             do. 

2,294,000 

. 

i       . 

, 

6  to    8 

1,641,900 

200,00C 

j           400,000 

50 

44 

4  to    7 
8  to  20 

Total  in  Ohio, 

7,196,256 

200,00C 

666,000 

Jeffersonville,  Indiana, 

1,499,926 

70,00C 

280,000 

Vincennes,            do. 

3,406,445 

850,00C 

1,700,000 

. 

6  to  21 

100 

Crawfordsvillc,     do. 

1,952,260 

- 

100,000 

125 

1  to    8 

Indianapolis,         do. 

1,842,000 

350,000 

350,000 

4  to    8 

Fort  Wayne,         do. 

1,546,000 

200,000 

- 

2  to    5 
1  to  12 

Total  in  Indiana, 

10,245,625 

1,470,000 

1        2,430,000 

Kaskaskia,        Illinois, 

1,480,000 

. 

1 

1     "                  • 

100 

Shawneetown,      do. 

2,689,000 

1,995,000 

298,000 

100 

7  to  14 

Bdwardsville,        do. 

2,788,000 

118,000 

1,195,000 

48 

3  to  12 

2,793,000 

900,000 

i        1,800,000 

54 

4  to    7 

Palestine,             do. 

2,496,000 

500,000 

1,000,000 

30 

5  to    7 

Springfield,          do. 

1,947,000 

212,000 

1,734,000 

12* 
15 

1  to    4 
3  to  10 

Total  in  Illinois, 

13,195,000 

2,936,000 

6,027,000 

St.  Louis,       Missouri, 

2,219,000 

None, 

1,600,000 

40 

Franklin,               do. 

2,709,000 

. 

- 

. 

3  to  10 

40 

Jackson,               do. 

4,430,000 

88,000 

4,000,000 

13i 

2  to    8 

40 

Palmyra,               do. 

2,513,000 

71,000 

100,000 

3  to  10 

40 

Lexington,            do. 

1,700,000 

- 

• 

'esi 

1  to    4 
4  to  16 

Total  in  Missouri, 

13,674,000 

159,00C 

)            5,700,000 

St. Stephen's,  Alabama, 

2,200,000 

. 

. 

100 

Cahaba,                 do. 

2,418,000 

. 

. 

. 

7  to  10 

Huntsville,            do. 

3,322,000 

None, 

2,100,000 

. 

7  to  19 

Tuscaloosa,           do. 

3,149,000 

None, 

3,000,000 

5 

2  to    7 

Sparta,                  do. 

2,502,000 

687,00C 

)             1,815,000 

40 
40 

1  to    5 
7  to  20 

Total  in  Alabama, 

13,613,000 

687,00( 

»            6,915,000 

Wa8hington,Mis8i8sippi, 

1,870,000 

None, 

1,179,000 

7S 

Mount  Salus,        do. 

3,230,000 

Very  litUe, 

2,115,000 

25 

1  to    5 

Augusta,               do. 

5,670,000 

None, 

5,000,000 

5  to  8 

5  to  18 

100 

Total  in  Mississippi,  - 

10,670,000 

- 

.     1        8,294,000 

ogle 

Die 
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Table  A — Continued. 


state  and  district. 

Quantity  unsold 
at  $1  25  per 
acre,  on  SOth 
June,  1828. 

First  rale. 

Unfit  for  culti- 
vation. 

Average 

\*alue  per 

acre. 

Offered  for 

sale  by  the 

United  States. 

Offered  ss 
gifts  by 
foreipi 
Powers. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
Ouachita,               do. 
Opelousas,            do. 
St.  Helena,           do. 

Acres. 

1,389,000 
1,266,000 

Acres. 

95,000 
Very  little. 
Very  little. 

Acres. 
Nearly  all, 
740,000 

Nearly  all. 

Cents. 

26 
60 

"    3J 
10 
50 

Years. 

1  to    4 

2  to     6 
2  to  10 

1  to  11 

2  to    4 
2  to    7 
2  to    6 
1  to    3 

i 

Yean. 

80 
80 
80 

Total  in  Louisiana,     - 

2,655,000 

95,000 

740,000 

Betroit,        Michigan, 
Monroe,                do. 
JUttle  Rock,  Arkansas, 
Batesville,              do. 
Tallahassee,     Florida, 
St.  Augustine,      do. 

3,162,926 
1,120,000 
2,758,554 
2,683,671 
1,571,810 
312,731 

Little, 

53,000 

10,000 

5,000 

Great, 
2,500,000 
1,000,000 
5,000 

100 

40 

40 

100 

100 

Aggregate,    - 

83,110,873 

5,614,000 

34,278,000 

f^EBnvABT  4,  1836. 

INCENDIARY  PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr.  Calhoun  made  the  following  report: 

The  sekct  commiiiee  to  whom  waa  referred  that  portion  of 

the  PreHdenfs  mesBOge  which  relates  to  the  attempts  to 

circulate,  through  the  maik  inflammatory  appeals,  to 

'■     excite  the  slaves  to  insurrection,  submit  the  following 

report:  ^ 

The  committee  fully  concur  with  the  President  a9  to  the 
character  tod  tendency  of  the  papers  which  have  been  at- 
tempted to  be  circulated  in  the  South,  through  the  mail, 
and  participate  with  him  in  the  indignant  regret  which  he 
expresses  at  conduct  so  destructive  of  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  the  country,  and  so  repugnant  to  the  constitution 
and  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  religion.  They  also  con- 
cur in  the  hope  that,  if  the  strong  tone  of  disapprobation 
which  these  unconstitutional  and  wicked  attempts  have 
called  forth  does  not  arrest  them,  the  non-slaveholdtng 
States  will  be  prompt  to  exercise  their  power  to  suppress 
them,  as  far  as  their  authority  extends.  But,  while  they 
agree  with  the  President  as  to  the  evil  and  its  highly  dan- 
gerous tendency,  and  the  necessity  of  arresting  it,  they 
have  not  been  able  to  assent  to  the  measure  of  redress 
which  he  recommends — that  Congress  should  pass  a  law 
prohibiting,  under  severe  penalty,  the  transmission  of  incen- 
diary publications,  through  the  mail,  intended  to  instigate 
the  slaves  to  insurrection. 

After  the  most  careful  and  deliberate  investigation,  they 
have  been  constrained  to  adopt  the  conclusion  that  Con- 
gress has  not  the  power  to  pass  such  a  law;  that  it  would 
be  a  violation  of  one  of  the  most  sacred  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  and  subversive  of  reserved  powers  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  slave- 
holdin|[  States,  and,  with  them,  their  peace  and  security. 
Concurring,  as  they  do,  with  the  President,  in  the  magni- 
tude of  the  evil  and  the  necessity  of  its  suppression,  it 
would  have  been  the  causa  of  deep  regret  to  the  committee, 
if  they  thought  the  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  the  right 
of  Congress,  would  deprive  the  slavoholding  States  of  any 
portion  of  the  protection  which  the  measure  recommend- 
ed by  the  President  was  intended  to  afford  them.  On  the 
contrary,  they  believe  all  the  protection  intended  may  be 
afforded,  according  to  the  views  they  take  of  the  power  of 
ConsTcss,  without  infringing  on  any  provi-sion  of  the  con- 


stitution on  one  side,  or  the  reserved  rights  of  the  State* 
on  the  other. 

The  committee,  with  these  preliminary  remarks  will  now 
proceed  to  establish  the  positions  which  they  have  assumed, 
beginning  with  the  first — that  the  passage  of  a  law  would 
be  a  violation  of  an  express  provision  of  the  constituliozL 

In  the  discussion  of  this  point,  the  committee  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  inquire  whether  the  right  to  pass  such 
a  law  can  be  derived  from  the  power  to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads,  or  from  the  trust  "  of  preserving  the  rela- 
tion created  by  the  constitution  between  the  States,"  as 
supposed  by  the  President.     However  ingenious  or  plausi- 
ble the  argument  may  be,  by  which  it  may  be  attem.pted  to 
derive  the  righ^  from  these,   or  any  other  soorces,   thet 
must  fall  short  of  their  object.     The  jealous  spirit  of  liberty 
which  characterized  our  ancestors  at  the  period  when  xht 
constitution  was  adopted,  forever  closed  the  door  by  which 
the  right  might  be  implied  from  any  of  the  granted  powers, 
or  any  other  source,  if  there  be  any  other.     The  commii- 
tee  refer  to  the  amended  article  of  the  constitution  vrhich, 
among  other  things,  provides  that  Congress  shall  pisfes  ns 
law  which  shall  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  press — a  pro^- 
sion  which  interposes,  as  will  be  hereaf^r  shown,  an  in- 
superable objection  to  the  measure  recommended  by  the 
President.     That  the  true  meaning  of  this  proriaion  may 
be  fully  comprehended,  as  bearing  on  the  point  under  cxs- 
sideration,  it  will  be  necessary  to  recur  briefly  to  the  historr 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

It  is  well  known  that  great  opposition  was  made  to  th< 
adoption  of  the  constitution.  It  was  acknowledged,  on  all 
sides,  at  the  time,  that  the  old  confederation,  from  its  weak- 
ness, had  failed,  and  that  something  must  be  done  to  sa^e 
the  country  from  anarchy  and  convulsion;  yet,  so  high  was 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  so  jealous  were  our  ancestors  of  dis* 
day  of  power,  thai  the  utmost  efforts  were  tiecesssrv, 
under  all  the  then  existing  pressure,  to  obtain  the  assen*. 
of  the  States  to  the  ratification  of  the  constitution.  A  mi?n« 
the  many  objections  to  its  adoption,  none  were  more  suc- 
cessfully urged,  than  the  absence  in  the  instruEnent  of  thzs-t 
general  provisions  which  experience  had  shown  to  be  nc^ 
cessary  to  guard  the  outworks  of  liberty:  such  as  the  free- 
dum  of  the  press  and  of  speech,  the  rights  of  conscience, 
of  trial  by  jury,  and  others  of  like  character.  It  -was  th^ 
belief  of  tho^e  jealous  and  watchful  guardians  of  lihert^' 
who  viewed  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  with    so  mud 

apprehension,  that  all  these  sacred  barriers*,  without  som 
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positive  provision  to  protect  them,  would,  by  the  power  of 
construction,  be  undermined  and  prostrated.  So  strong 
was  this  apprehension,  that  it  was  imponibie  to  obtain  a 
ratification  of  the  instrument  in  many  of  the  States,  with- 
out accompanying  it  with  tKe  recoounendation  to  incorpo- 
rate in  the  constitution  various  articles,  as  amendments,  in- 
tended to  remove  this  defect,  and  guaitl  against  the  danger 
apprehended,  by  placing  these  important  rights  beyond  tlie 
possible  encroachment  of  Congress.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  these  is  that  which  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  amended  articles,  and  which,  among  other  things, 
as  has  been  stated,  prohibits  the  passage  of  any  law  abridg- 
ing the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  whi^  left  that  important 
barrier  against  i)owcr  under  the  exclusive  authority  and 
control  of  the  States. 

That  it  was  the  object  of  this  provision  to  place  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  beyond  the  possible  interference  of  Con- 
gress, is  a  doctrine  not  now  advanced  for  the  first  time.  It 
is  the  ground  taken,  and  so  ably  sustained  by  Mr.  Madison, 
in  his  celebrated  report  to  the  Virginia  Legislature,  in  1799, 
against  the  alien  and  sedition  law,  and  which  conclusively 
settled  the  principle  that  Congress  has  no  right,  in  any 
form,  or  in  any  manner,  to  interfere  with  the  freedom  of 
the  press.*  The  establishment  of  this  principle  not  only 
overthrew  the  sedition  act,  but  was  the  leading  cause  of  the 
great  political  revolution  which,  in  1801,  brought  the  re- 
publican party,  with  Mr.  Jefferson  at  its  head,  into  power. 

With  these  remarks,  the  committee  will  turn  to  the  sedi- 
tion act,  in  order  to  show  the  identity  in  principle  between 
it  and  the  act  which  the  message  recommends  to  be  passed, 
as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  freedom  of  the  press.  Among  its 
other  provisions,  it  inflicted  punishment  on  all  persons  who 
should  publish  any  false,  scandalous,  or  malicious  writing 
against  the  Government,  with  intent  to  defame  the  same,  or 
bring  it  into  contempt  or  disrepute.  Assuming  this  pro- 
vision to  be  unconstitutional,  as  abridging  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  which  no  one  now  doubts,  it  will  not  be  difiTicult 
to  show  that  if,  instead  of  inflicting  punishment  for  publish- 
ing, the  act  had  inflicted  punishment  for  circulating  through 
the  mail,  for  the  same  offence,  it  would  have  been  equally 
unconstitutional.  The  one  would  have  abridged  the  free- 
dom of  the  press  as  effectually  as  the  other.  The  object  of 
publishing  is  circulation;  and  to  prohibit  circulation  is,  in 
effect,  to  prohibit  publication.  They  both  have  a  common 
object— the  communication  of  sentiments  and  opinions  to 
the  public;  and  the  prohibition  of  one  may  as  effectually 
suppress  such  communication  as  the  prohibition  of  the  other, 
and,  of  course,  would  as  effectually  interfere  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  press,  and  be  equally  unconstitutional. 

But  to  understand  more  fully  the  extent  of  the  control 
which  the  right  of  prohibiting  circulation  through  the  mail 
would  give  to  the  Government  over  the  press,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  Post 
Office  and  the  mail  is  an  exclusive  power.  It  must  also  be 
remembered  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
may  declare  any  road  or  navigable  water  to  be  a  post  road;  and 
that,  by  the  act  of  1826,  it  is  provided  *Mhat  no  stage,  or 
other  vehicle  which  regularly  perforins  trips  on  a  post  road, 
or  on  a  road  parallel  to  it,  shall  carry  letters."  The  same 
provision  extends  to  padcets,  boats,  or  other  vessels,  on 
navigable  waters.  Like  provision  may  be  extended  to  news- 
papers and  pamphlets;  which,  if  it  be  admitted  thai  Con- 
gress has  the  right  to  discriminate  in  reference  to  their 
character,  what  papers  shall  or  what  shall  not  be  transmit- 
ted by  the  mail,  would  subject  the  freedom  of  the  press,  on 
all  subjects,  political,  moral,  and  religious,  completely  to 
its  will  and  pleasure.     It  would,  in  fact,  in  some  respects, 

♦The  article  is  in  the  ftillowing  words: 

"  Congress  shall  make  no  law  rrspoaing  an  esiabltshmeol  af  reli- 
pion,  or  urohibiiing  the  frt^  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom 
of  speecn,  or  of  the  press;  or  ihe  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble, and  to  petition  the  Gk)vcrnment  ijt  a  redress  ut  griovauces." 
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more  effectually  control  the  freedom  of  the  press  than  any 
sedition  law,  however  severe  its  penalties.  The  mandate  of 
the  Government  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  close  the  door 
against  circulation  through  the  mail,  and  thus,  at  its  sole 
will  and  pleasure,  might  intercept  all  communication  be- 
tween the  press  and  the  people;  while  it  would  require  the 
intervention  of  courts  and  juries  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  a  sedition  law,  which  experience  has  shown  are  not  al- 
ways passive  and  wiiUng  instruments  in  the  hands  of  Gov- 
ernment, where  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  concerned. 

From  these  remarks,  it  must  be  apparent  that  to  prohibit 
publication  on  one  side,  and  circulation  through  the  mail  on 
the  other,  of  any  paper,  on  account  of  its  religious,  moral, 
or  political  character,  rests  on  the  same  principle,  and  that 
each  is  equally  an  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
and  a  violation  of  the  constitution.  It  would  (indeed  have 
been  but  a  poor  triumph  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  the 
great  contest  of  1799,  had  the  sedition  law  been  put  down 
on  principles  that  would  have  left  Congress  frAe  to  suppress 
the  circulation,  through  the  mail,  of  the  very  publications 
which  that  odious  act  was  intended  to  prohibit.  The  au- 
thors of  that  memorable  achievement  would  have  had  but 
slender  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  posterity,  if  their  victory 
over  the  encroachment  of  power  had  been  left  so  imperfect. 

It  will,  after  what  has  been  said,  require  but  few  remarks 
to  show  that  the  same  principle  which  applied  to  the  sedi- 
tion law  would  apply  equally  to  a  law  punishing,  by  Con- 
gress, such  incendiary  publications  as  are  referred  to  in  the 
message,  and  of  course  to  the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting 
their  transmission  through  the  mail.  The  principle  on 
which  the  sedition  act  was  cendemned  as  unconstitutional 
was  a  general  one,  and  not  limited  in  its  application  to  that 
act.  It  withdraws  from  Congress  all  right  of  interference 
with  the  press,  in  any  form  or  shape  whatever;  and  the  sedi- 
tion law  was  put  down  as  unconstitutional,  not  because  it 
prohibited  publications  against  the  Government,  but  be- 
cause it  interfered,  at  all,  with  the  press.  The  prohibition 
of  any  publication,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  immoral,  irre- 
ligious, or  intended  to  excite  rebellion  or  insurrection,  would 
have  been  equally  unconstitutional;  and,  from  parity  of  reason, 
the  suppression  of  their  circulation  through  the  mail  would 
be  no  less  so. 

But,  as  conclusive  as  these  reasons  arc  against  the  right, 
there  are  others  not  less  so,  derived  from  the  powers  re- 
served to  the  States,  which  the  committee  will  next  proceed 
to  consider. 

The  message,  as  has  been  stated,  recommends  that  Con- 
gress should  pass  a  law  to  punish  the  transmission,  through 
the  mail,  of  incendiary  publications  intended  to  instigate 
the  slaves  to  insurrection.  It  of  course  assumes  for  Con- 
gress a  right  to  determine  what  papers  are  incendiary  and 
intended  to  excite  insurrection.  The  question,  then,  is,  has 
Congress  such  a  rightl  A  question  of  vital  importance  to 
the  slaveholding  States,  as  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion. 

After  examining  this  question  with  due  deliberation,  in 
all  its  bearings,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  not  only  that 
Congress  has  not  the  right,  but  to  admit  it  would  be  fatal 
to  those  States.  Nothing  is  more  clear  than  tliat  the  ad- 
mission of  the  right,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  determine 
what  papers  are  incendiary,  and  as  such  to  prohibit  their 
circulation  through  the  mail,  necesf>arily  involves  the  right 
to  determine  what  are  not  incendiary,  and  to  enforce  their 
circulation.  Nor  is  it  less  certain  that  to  admit  such  a  right 
would  be  virtually  to  clothe  Congress  with  the  power  to 
abolish  slavery,  by  giving  it  the  means  of  breaking  down  all 
the  barriers  which  the  slaveholding  States  have  erected  for 
the  protection  of  their  lives  and  property.  It  would  give  Con- 
gress, without  regard  to  the  prohibition  laws  of  the  States, 
the  authority  to  open  the  gates  to  the  flood  of  incendiary 
publications  which  are  ready  to  break  into  those  States,  and 
to  punish  all  who  dare  resist  as  criminals.     Fortunately, 
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Congress  has  no  such  right.  The  internal  peace  and  security 
of  the  States  are  under  the  protection  of  the  States  them- 
selves, to  the  entire  exclusion  of  all  authority  and  control 
on  the  part  of  Congress.  It  belongs  to  them,  and  not  to 
Congress,  to  determine  what  is,  or  is  not,  calculated  to  dis- 
turb their  peace  and  security,  and,  of  course,  in  the  case 
under  consideration,  it  belongs  to  the  slaveholding  States  to 
determine  what  is  incendiary  and  intended  to  incite  to  in- 
surrection, and  to  adopt  such  defensive  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  for  tlieir  security,  with  unlimited  means  of  carry- 
ing them  into  effect,  except  such  as  may  be  expressly  in- 
hibited to  the  States  by  the  constitution.  To  establish  the 
truth  of  {his  position,  so  essential  to  the  safety  of  those 
States,  it  would  seem  sufficient  to  appeal  to  their  constant 
exercise  of  this  right,  at  all  times,  without  restriction  or 
question,  both  before  and  since  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution. But,  on  a  point  of  so  much  importance,  which 
may  involve  the  safety,  if  not  the  existence  itself,  of  an  en- 
tire section  of  the  Union,  it  will  be  proper  to  trace  it  to  its 
origin,  in  order  to  place  it  on  a  more  immovable  foundation. 

That  the  States  which  form  our  Federal  Union  are  sov- 
ereign  and  independent  communities,  bound  together  by  a 
constitutional  compact,  and  are  possessed  of  all  the  powers 
belonging  to  distinct  and  separate  States,  excepting  such 
as  are  delegated  to  be  etercised  by  the  G^eral  Government, 
is  assumed  as  unquestionable.  The  compact  itself  expressly 
provides  that  all  powers  not  delegated  arc  reserved  to  the 
States  and  the  people.  To  ascertain,  then,  whether  the 
power  in  question  is  delegated  or  reserved,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  whether  it  is  to  be  found  among  the 
enumerated  powers  or  not.  If  it  be  not  among  them,  it  be- 
longs, of  course,  to  the  reserved  powers.  On  turning  to 
the  constitution,  it  will  be  seen  that,  while  the  power  of 
defending  the  country  against  external  danger  is  found 
dmong  the  enumerated,  the  instrument  is  wholly  silent  as  to 
the  power  of  defending  the  internal  peace  and  security  of 
the  States,  and,  of  course,  reserves  to  the  States  this  im- 
portant power,  as  it  stood  before  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, wjth  no  other  limitation,  as  has  been  stated,  ex- 
cept such  as  are  expressly  prescribed  by  the  instrument  it- 
self. From  what  has  been  stated,  it  may  be  inferred  that 
the  right  of  a  State  to  defend  itself  against  internal  dangers 
is  a  part  of  the  great,  primary,  and  inherent  right  of  self- 
defence,  which,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  belongs  to  all  com- 
munities; and  so  jealous  were  the  States  of  this  essential 
right,  without  which  their  independence  could  not  be  pre- 
served, that  it  is  expressly  provided  by  the  constitution,* 
that  the  General  Government  shall  not  assist  a  State,  even 
in  case  of  domestic  violence,  except  on  the  application  of 
the  authorities  of  the  State  itself;  tiius  excluding,  by  a  ne- 
cessary consequence,  its  interference  in  all  other  cases. 

Having  now  shown  that  it  belongs  to  the  slaveholding 
States,  whose  institutions  are  in  danger,  and  not  to  Con- 
gress, as  is  supposed  by  the  message,  to  determine  what 
papers  are  incendiary  and  intended*  to  excite  insurrection 
among  the  slaves,  it  remains  to  inquire,  in  the  next  place, 
what  are  the  corresponding  duties  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  the  other  States,  from  within  whose  limits  and 
jurisdiction  their  institutions  are  attacked;  a  subject  inti- 
mately connected  with  that  with  which  the  committee  are  im- 
mediately charged,  and  which,  at  the  present  juncture, 
ought  to  be  fully  understood  by  all  the  parties.  'I'he  com- 
mittee will  begin  with  the  first. 

It  may  not  be  entirely  useless  to  premise  that  rights  and 
duties  are  reciprocal;  the  existence  of  a  right  always  imply- 
ing the  corresponding  duty.  If,  consequently,  the  right  to 
protect  her  internal  peace  and  security  belongs  to  a  State, 
the  General  Government  is  bound  to  respect  the  measures 
adopted  by  her  for  that  purpose,  and  to  co-operate  in  their 
execution,  as  far  as  its  delegated  powers  may  admit  or  the 

*  See  4th  article,  4th  tection,  of  the  constitution. 


measure  may  require.  Thua,  in  the  present  case,  the  slave- 
holding  States  having  the  unquestionable  right  to  pass  all 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  mahitain  the  existing  re- 
lation between  master  and  slave  in  those  States,  their  right, 
of  course,  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of  any  pubScation  or 
any  intercourse  calculated  to  disturb  or  destroy  diat  rehtion 
is  incontrovertible.  In  the  execution  of  the  roeamires  wlu£h 
may  be  adopted  by  the  States  for  this  purpose,  the  powers 
of  Congress  over  ihe  mail,  and  of  regulating  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  and  between  the  States^  may  reqoife  co-op- 
eration on  the  part  of  the  General  Government;  and  it  is 
bound,  in  conformity  to  the  principle  established,  to  lespee t 
the  laws  of  the  State  in  their  exercise,  and  so  to  modify  iU 
acts  as  not  only  to  violate  those  of  the  States,  but,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  co-operate  in  their  execution.  7%e  practice 
of  the  Government  has  been  in  conformity  to  these  views. 

By  the  act  of  the  28th  of  February,  1803,  entitled  *«An 
act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  certain  persons  into  cotain 
States,"  where,  by  the  laws  of  those  States,  their  importa- 
tion is  prohibited,  masters  or  captains  of  riiips  or  vessels  are 
forbidden,  under  severe  penalty,  <<  to  import  or  bring,  or 
cause  to  be  imported  or  brought,  any  negro,  or  malatto,  or 
person  of  color,  not  being  a  native,  or  citizen,  or  registered 
seaman  of  the  United  States,  or  seamen,  natives  of  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  into  any  port  or  place 
which  shall  be  situated  in  any  State  which,  by  law,  has  pro- 
hibited, or  sliall  prohibit,  the  admisBion  or  importation  of 
such  negro,  mulatto,  or  other  person  of  color."  This  pro- 
vision speaks  for  itself,  and  requires  no  iUustrataon.  It  u 
a  case  in  point,  and  fully  embraces  the  principle  laid  down. 
To  the  same  effect  is  the  act  of  the  26th  of  Feibruary,  1799, 
respecting  quarantine  and  health  laws,  which,  as  belonging 
to  the  internal  police  of  the  States,  stand  on  the  same 
ground.  The  act,  among  other  things,  "directs  the  col- 
lectors and  all  other  revenue  officers,  ^e'masters  and  crews 
of  the  revenue  cutters,  and  the  military  officers  in  command 
on  the  station,  to  co-operate  faithfully  in  the  execution  of 
the  quarantine  and  other  restrictions  which  the  health  laws 
of  the  State  may  esUblish.'* 

The  principles  embraced  by  these  acts,  in  lelalion  to  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  country,  are  equally  applica- 
ble to  the  intercourse  by  mail.  There  may,  indeed,  be 
^  more  difficulty  in  co-operating  with  the  States  in  the  latter 
than  in  the  former,  but  that  cannot  possibly  afiect  the  prin- 
ciple. Regarding  it,  then,  as  establidied  both  by  reasoii  and 
precedents,  the  committee,  in  conformity  with  it,  have  pre- 
pared a  bill,  and  directed  their  chairman  to  report  the  same 
to  the  Senate,  prohibiting,  under  the  penalty  of  fine  and 
dismission  from  office,  any  deputy  postmaster,  in  any  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  from  knowingly  receiving  and  putting 
into  the  mail  any  letter,  packet,  pamphlet,  paper,  or  pic- 
torial representation,  directed  to  any  post  office  or  perMHi  in 
a  State,  Territory,  or  District,  by  the  laws  of  which  the  cir- 
culation of  the  same  is  forbidden;  and  also  prohibiting,  un- 
der a  like  penidty,  any  deputy  postmaster  in  said  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  from  knowingly  delivering  the  aamev 
except  to  such  persons  as  may  be  authorized  to  receive  them 
by  the  civil  authority  of  said  State,  Territory,  or  DtsUict. 

It  remains  next  to  inquire  into  the  du^  of  the  ^ates 
from  vrithin  whose  limits  and  jurisdiction  the  interpal  peace 
and  security  of  the  slaveholding  States  are  endangered. 

In  order  to  comprehend  more  fully  the  nature  alnd  extent 
of  their  duty,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  lew  raoiaiks 
on  the  relations  which  exist  between  Uie  States  of  our 
Federal  Union,  with  the  rights  and  obligations  reciprocally 
resulting  from  such  relations. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  States  which  oompoee 
our  Federal  Union  are  sovereign  and  independent  conamn- 
nities,  united  by  a  constitutional  compact  Amon^  ita 
members  the  laws  of  nations  are  in  full  force  and  oblign- 
tion,  except  as  altered  or  modified  by  the  compact;  and,  of 
course,  the  States  possess^  with  Uiat  exceptioii,  all  thm 
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rights,  and  are  subject  to  all  the  duties,  which  separate  and 
distinct  communities  possess,  or  to  which  they  are  subject. 
Among  these  are  comprehended  the  obligation  which  all 
States  are  under  to  prevent  their  citizens  from  disturbing 
the  peace  or  endangering  the  security  of  other  States;  and 
in  case  of  being  disturbed  or  endangered,  the  right  of  the 
latter  to  demand  of  the  former  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  prevent  their  recurrence,  and  if  refused  or  neglected, 
to  resort  to  such  measures  as  its  protection  may  require. 
This  right  remains,  of  course,  in  force  among  the  States  of 
this  Union,  with  such  limitations  as  are  imposed  expressly 
by  the  constitution.  Within  their  limits,  the  rights  of  the 
slaveholding  States  are  as  full  to  demand  of  the  States 
within  whose  limits  and  jurisdiction  their  peace  is  assailed, 
to  adopt  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  same,  and, 
if  reAised  or  neglected,  to  resort  to  means  to  protect  them- 
selues,  as  if  they  were  separate  and  independent  commu- 
nities. 

Those  States,  on  the  other  hand,  are  not  only  under  all 
the  obligations  which  independent  communities  would  be, 
to  adopt  such  measures,  but  also  under  the  obligation  which 
the  constitution  superadds,  rendered  more  sacred,  if  possi- 
ble, by  the  fact  that,  while  the  Union  imposes  restrictions 
.  on  the  right  of  the  slaveholding  Slates  to  defend  them- 
selves, It  afiurds  the  medium  through  which  their  peace 
and  security  are  assailed.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  inquire  what  those  restrictions  are,  and  what 
are  the  means  which,  under  the  constitution,  are  left  to  the 
slaveholding  States  to  protect  themselves.  The  period  has 
not  yet  come,  and  they  trust  never  will,  when  it  may  be 
necessary  to  decide  those  questions;  but  come  it  must, 
unless  the  States  whose  duty  it  is  to  suppress  the  danger 
shall  see  in  time  its  magnitude,  and  the  obligations  which 
they  are  under  to  adopt  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to 
arrest  ita  further  progress.  That  Uie  full  force  of  this  obli- 
gatton  may  be  understood  by  all  parties,  the  committee 
propose,  in  conclusion,  to  touch  briefly  on  the  movements 
of  the  abolitionists,  with  the  view  of  diowing  the  danger- 
ous consequences  to  which  they  must  lead  if  not  arrested. 

Their  prolessed  object  is  the  emancipation  of  slaves  in 
the  Southern  States,  which  they  propose  to  accomplish 
through  the  agency  of  organized  societies,  spread  through- 
out the  non-slaveholding  States,  and  a  powerful  press,  di- 
rected mainly  to  excite,  in  the  other  States,  hatred  and  ab- 
horrence against  the  institutions  and  citizens  of  the  slave- 
holding  States,  by  addresses,  lectures,  and  pictorial  repre- 
sentations,  abounding  in  false  and  exaggerated  statements. 

If  the  magnitude  of  the  mischief  affords,  in  any  degree, 
the  measure  by  which  to  judge  of  the  criminality  of  a  pro- 
ject, lew  have  ever  been  devised  to  be  compared  with  the 
ftfesen^  whether  the  end  be  regarded,  or  the  means  by 
which  it  is  proposed  to  be  accomplished.  The  blindness  ii 
fanaticism  is  proverbial.  With  more  zeal  than  understand- 
ing, it  constantly  misconceives  the  nature  of  the  object  at 
which  it  aims,  and  towards  which  it  rushes  with  headlong 
violence,  regardless  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  ef- 
fected. Never  was  its  character  more  fully  exemplified 
than  in  the  present  instance.  Setting  out  with  the  abstract 
principle  that  slavery  is  an  otiI,  the  fiinatica]  zealots  come 
at  once  to  the  conclusioiv  that  it  is  their  duty  to  abolish  it, 
regardless  of  all  the  disasters  which  mQst  follow.  Never 
was  conclusion  more  false  or  dangerodb.  Admitting  their 
assumption,  there  are  innumerable  things  which,  regarded 
in  the  abstract,  are  evils,  but  which  it  would  be  madness  to 
attempt  to  abolish.  Thus  regarded.  Government  itself  is 
an  evil,  with  most  of  its  instittttions  intended  to  protect 
life  and  property,  comprehending  the  civil  as  well  as  the 
cnminaland  military  code,  which  aie  tolerated  only  because 
to  abolish  them  would  be  to  increase  instead  of  diminish- 
ing the  evil.  The  reason  is  equally  applicable  to  the  case 
under  constdeiation,  to  illustrate  whidi,  a  few  remarks  on 
slavery,  as  it  actually  exists  in  the  Southern  States^  will 
be  necessary. 


Ho  who  regards  slavery  in  those  States  simply  under  the 
relation  of  master  and  slave,  as  important  as  that  relation 
is,  viewed  merely  as  a  question  of  property  to  the  slave- 
holding  section  of  the  Union,  has  a  very  imperfect  concep- 
tion of  the  institution,  and  the  impossibility  of  sbolishing 
it  without  disasters  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
To  understand  its  nature  and  importance  fully,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  Southern 
States,  (including  under  the  Southern  all  the  slaveholding 
States, )  involves  not  only  the  relation  of  master  and  slave, 
but,  also,  the  social  and  political  relations  of  two  races, 
of  nearly  equal  numbers,  from  different  quarters  of  the  globe, 
and  the  most  opposite  of  all  others  in  every  particular  that 
distinguishes  one  race  of  men  from  another.  Emancipa- 
tion would  destroy  these  relations — would  divest  the  mssters 
of  their  property,  and  subvert  the  relation,  social  and  po- 
litical, that  has  existed  between  the  races  from  almost  the 
first  settlement  of  the  Southern  States. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  dwell  on  the 
pecuniary  aspect  of  this  vital  subject,  the  vast  amount  of 
property  involved,  equal  at  least  to  $960,000,000;  the  ruin 
of  families  and  individuals;  the  impoverishment  and  pros- 
tration of  an  entire  section  of  the  Union,  and  the  fatal 
blow  that  would  be  given  to  the  productions  of  the  great 
agricultural  staples,  on  which  the  commerce,  the  naviga- 
tion, the  manufactures,  and  the  revenue  of  the  country, 
almost  entirely  depend.  As  great  as  these  disasters  would 
be,  they  are  nothing,  compared  to  what  must  follow  the 
subversion  of  the  existing  relation  betwoen  the  two  races, 
to  which  the  committee  will  confine  their  remarks. 

Under  this  relation,  the  two  races  have  long  lived  in 
peace  and  prosperity,  and  if  not  disturbed,  would  long  con- 
tinue so  to  live.  While  the  European  race  has  rapidly  in- 
creased in  wealth  and  numbers,  and  at  the  same  time  has 
maintained  an  equality,  at  leas^  morally  and  intellectually, 
with  their  brethren  of  the  non-slaveholding  States,  the 
African  race  has  multiplied  with  not  less  rapidity,  accom- 
panied by  great  improvement,  physically  and  intellectually, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  a  degree  of  comfort  with  which  the 
laboring  claui  in  few  countries  can  compcu^,  and  confess- 
edly greatly  superior  to  what  the  free  people  of  the  same 
race  possess  in  the  non-slaveholding  States.  It  may,  in- 
deed, be  safely  asserted,  that  there  is  no  example  in  history 
in  which  a  savage  people,  such  as  their. ancestors  were 
when  brought  into  the  country,  have  ever  advanced  in  the 
same  period  so  rapidly  in  numbers  and  improvement 

To  destroy  the  existing  relations  would  be  to  destroy 
this  prosperity,  and  fo  place  the  two  races  in  a  state  of  * 
conflict,  which  must  end  in  the  expulsion  or  extirpation  of 
one  or  the  other.  No  other  can  be  substituted,  compatible 
with  their  peace  or  security.  The  difficulty  is  in  the  di- 
versity of  the  races.  So  strongly  drawn  is  the  line  between 
the  two,  in  consequence  of  it,  and  so  strengthened  by  the 
force  of  habit  and  education,  that  it  is  Impossible  for  them 
to  exist  together  in  the  same  community,  where  their  num- 
bers are  so  nearly  equal  as  ip  the  slaveholding  States,  under 
any  other  relation  than  which  now  exists.  Social  and 
political  equality  between  them  is  impossible.  No  power 
on  earth  can  overcome  the  difficulty.  The  causes  resisting 
lie  too  deep  in  the  principles  of  our  nature  to  be  surmount- 
ed. But,  without  such  equality,  to  change  the  present 
condition  of  the  African  race,  were  it  possible,  would  be 
but  to  change  thq  form  of  slavery.  It  would  make  them 
the  slaves  of  the  community,  instead  of  the  slaves  of  in- 
dividuals, with  less  responsibility  and  interest  in  their  wel- 
fere  on  the  part  of  the  community  than  is  felt  by  their  pres- 
ent masters;  while  it  would  destroy  the  security  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  European  race,  if  the  African  should  ba^ 
permitted  to  continue  in  their  changed  condition  within  the 
limits  of  those  States.  They  would  look  to  the  other  States 
for  support  and  protection,  and  would  become,  virtually, 
their  allies  and  dependants;  and  would  thus  pkw^  in  the 
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hands  of  those  States  the  most  effectual  instrument  to  de- 
stroy the  influence  and  control  the  destiny  of  the  rest  of  the 
Union. 

It  is  against  this  relation  between  the  two  races  that  the 
blind  and  criminal  zeal  of  the  abolitionists  ifl  directed — a 
relation  that  now  preserves  in  quiet  and  security  more  than 
6,500,000  of  human  beings,  and  which  cannot  be  destroy- 
ed without  destroying  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  nearly 
half  the  States  of  the  Union,  and  involving  their  entire 
population  in  a  deadly  conflict,  that  must  terminate  either 
in  the  expulsion  or  extirpation  of  those  who  are  the  object 
of  the  misguided  and  false  humanity  of  those  who  claim  to 
be  their  friends. 

He  must  be  blind  indeed,  who  does  not  perceive  that  the 
subversion  of  a  relation  which  must  be  followed  with  such 
disastrous  consequences  can  only  be  effected  by  convul- 
sions that  would  devastate  the  country,  burst  asunder  the 
bonds  of  the  Union,  and  ingulf  in  a  sea  of  blood  the  in* 
stitutions  of  the  country.  It  is  madness  to  suppose  that 
the  slaveholding  States  would  quietly  submit  to  be  sacrifi- 
ced. Every  consideration — interest,  duty,  and  humanity, 
the  love  of  country,  the  sense  of  wrong,  hatred  of  oppres- 
sors, and  treacherous  and  faithless  confederates,  and  final- 
ly despair — would  impel  tliem  to  the  most  daring  and  des- 
perate resistance  in  defence  of  property,  fiimily,  country, 
liberty,  and  existence. 

But  wicked  and  cruel  as  is  the  end  aimed  at,  it  is  fully 
equalled  by  the  criminality  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  be  accomplished.  These,  as  has  been  stated,  con- 
dst  in  organized  societies  and  a  powerful  press,  directed 
mainly  with  a  view  to  excite  tlie  bitterest  animosity  and 
hatred  of  the  people  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  against 
the  citizens  and  institutions  of  the  slaveholding  States.  It 
is  easy  to  see  to  what  disastrous  results  such  means  must 
tend.  Passing  over  the  more  obvious  effects,  their  tenden- 
cy to  excite  to  insurrection  and  servile  war,with  all  its  hor- 
rors, and  the  necessity  which  such  tendency  must  impose 
on  the  slaveholding  States  to  resort  to  the  most  rigid  dis- 
cipline-and  severe  police,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  slaves,  there  remains  another,  threatening 
incalculable  mischief  to  the  country. 

The  inevitable  tendency  of  the  means  to  which  the  abo- 
litionuts  have  resorted  to  effect  their  object  must,  if  per- 
sisted in,  end  in  completely  alienating  the  two  great  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  The  incessant  action  of  hundreds  of 
societies,  and  a  vast  printing  establishment,  throwing  out 
daily  thousands  of  artful  and  inflammatory  publications, 
must  make,  in  time,  a  deep  impression  on  the  sec^n  of 
the  Union  where  they  freely  circulate^  and  are  mainly  de- 
signed to  have  effect.  The  well-informed  and  thoughtful 
may  hold  them  in  contempt,  but  the  young,  the  inex- 
perienced, the  ignorant,  and  thoughtless,  will  receive  the 
poison.  In  process  of  time,  when  Uie  number  of  proselytes 
is  sufficiently  multiplied,  the  artfiil  and  profligate,  who  are 
ever  on  the  watch  to  seize  on  any, means,  however  wicked 
and  dangerous,  will  unite  with  the  fanatics,  and  make  their 
movements  the  basis  of  a  powerful  political  party,  that  will 
seek  advancement  by  diffusing,  as  widely  w  possible,  hatred 
•gainst  the  slaveholding  States.  But,  as  hatred  begets 
hatred,  and  animosity  animosity,  these  feelings  would  be- 
come reciprocal,  till  every  vestige  of  attachment  would 
cease  to  exist  between  the  two  sections,  when  the  Union 
and  the  constitution,  the  oflbpring  of  mutual  affection  and 
confidence,  would  forever  perish. 

Such  is  the  danger  to  which  the  movements  oS  the  abo- 
litionisU  expose  the  country.  If  the  force  of  the  obligation 
is  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  danger,  stronger 
cannot  be  imposed,  than  is  at  present,  on  the  States  within 
whose  limits  the  danger  originates,  to  arrest  iU  further  pro- 
gress--a  duty  they  owe,  not  only  to  the  States  whose  in- 
stitutions are  assailed,  but  to  the  Union  and  constitution,  as 
has  been  shown,  and,  it  may  be  added,  to  themselves. 


The  sober  and  considerate  portions  of  citizens  of  die  non- 
slaveholding  States,  who  have  a  deep  stake  in  the  existing 
institutions  of  the  country,  would  have  little  forecast  not  Is 
see  that  the  assaults  which  are  now  directed  against  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  Southern  States  may  be  yeiy  easily  di- 
rected  against  those  which  uphold  their  own  property  aod 
security.    A  very  slight  modification  of  the  arguments  iised 
against  the  institutions  which  sastain  the  property  and  se- 
curity of  the  South  would  make  them  equally  efEeciad 
against  the  institutions  of  the  North,  including  banking, 
in  which  so  vast  an  amount  of  its  property  and  capital  is  . 
invested.     It  would  be  well  lor  those  interested  to  reflect 
whether  there  now  exists,  or  ever  has  existed,  a  wealthy 
and  civilized  community,  in  which  one  portion  did  not 
live  on  the  labor  of  another;  and  whether  the  form  in  wfaicfa 
slavery  exists  in  the  South  is  not  but  one  modification  of 
this  universal  condition;  and,  finally,  whether  any  other, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case^  is  noore  defena- 
ble,  or  stands  on  stronger  ground  of  necessity.     It  is  time 
to  look  these  questions  in  the  face.     Let  those  who  are  in- 
terested  remember  that  labor  is  the  only  source  of  weakh, 
and  how  small  a  portion  of  it,  in  all  old  and  civilised  coun- 
tries, even  the  best  governed,  is  left  to  those  by  whose 
labor  wealth  b  created.     Let  them  also  reflect  how  little 
volition  or  agency  the  operatives  in  any  country  have  in 
the  question  of  its  distribution — as  little,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions,  as  the  African  of  the  slaveholding  States  has  in  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  his  labor.     Nor  is  it  the  less 
oppressive,  that  in  the  one  case  it  is  eflectetl  by  the  stem 
and  powerful  vrill  of  the  Government,  and  in  the  other  by 
the  more  feeble  and  flexible  will  of  a  master.     If  one  be  an 
evil,  so  is  the  other.     The  only  difference  is  the  amount 
and  mode  of  the  exaction  and  distribution,  and  the  agency 
by  which  they  are  effected. 

A  bill  prohibiting  deputy  postmasters  from  reoetving  or 
transmit  ing  tlurough  the  mail,  to  any  State,  Territory,  or 
District,  certain  papers  therein  mentioned,  the  cireula- 
tion  of  which,  by  the  laws  of  said  Stat^  Territory,  or 
District,  may  be  prohibited,  and  for  other  pnrpoees. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  istsenh- 
bledy  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  deputy  postmatfcr, 
in  any  State,  Territory,  or  District,  knowingly  to  TeeeiTe 
and  put  into  the  mail  any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbHI, 
or  other  paper,  printed  or  written,  or  pictorial  representa- 
tion, touching  the  subject  of  riavety,  addressed  to  any  per- 
son or  post  office  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  District,  where, 
by  the  laws  of  the  said  State,  Territory,  or  District,  their  cir- 
culation u  prohibited.     Nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for  any  deputy 
postmaster,  in  said  State,  Territory,  or  District,  ioiowing- 
ly  to  deliver  to  any  person  any  sudi  pamphlet,  newspaper, 
handbill,  or  other  paper,  printed  or  written,  or  pictorial 
representation,  to  any  person  whatevw-,  except  to  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  arc  duly  au&orized,  by  the  proper  an- 
thority  of  such  State,  Territory,  or  District,  to  recerre  the 
same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  auUutr^y 
aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Poctmaster  Gen- 
eral to  dismiss  from  ofBoe  any  deputy  postmaster  offiending 
in  the  premises,  Ind  such  deputy  postmaster  shall,  on  eoa- 
viction  thereof  in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction, 

be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than —  doUara,  and 

not  more  than  — ^—  dollars,  according  to  theaggrava- 
of  the  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetai  by  the  authorify 
aforesaH  That  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  deputy  postmasterB, 
mail  carriers,  and  other  ofikers  and  agents  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  to  co-operate,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  prevent 
the  circulation  of  any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbill,  or 
other  paper,  printed  or  vmtten,  or  pictorl4l  representation, 
as  aforesaid,  ia  any  State,  Tenitom  or  District,  wfaAre,  Vf 
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the  laws  of  said  State,  Territory,  or  District,  the  same  are 
prohibited,  and  that  nothing  in  tiie  acts  of  Congress  to  es- 
tablish und  regulate  the  Post  Office  Department  shall  be 
construed  to  protect  any  deputy  postmaster,  mail  carrier,  or 
other  officer  or  agent  of  said  Department,  convicted  of 
knowingly  circulating  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  District, 
as  aforesaid,  any  such  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbill,  or 
other  paper,  printed  or  written,  or  pictorial  representation, 
forbidden  by  the  laws  of  such  State,  Territory,  or  District. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  furnish  to  the  deputy 
postmasters,  and  the  agents  and  officers  of  the  Department, 
copies  of  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  Territories,  and  Dis- 
tricts, prohibiting  the  publication  or  circulation  of  any  pamph- 
let, newspaper,  handbill,  or  other  paper,  printed  or  written, 
or  pictorial  representation,  within  the  limits  of  said  States, 
Territories,  or  Districts, for  their  government  in  the  premises; 
and  make  such  regulations  and  give  such  instructions  in  car- 
rying tbis  act  into  effect  as  may  not  be  contrary  to  law. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaidy  That  tiie  deputy  postmasters  of  the  offices  where 
the  pamphlets,  newspapers,  handbills,  or  other  papers, 
printed  or  written,  or  pictorial  representations  aforesaid,  may 
be  deposited,  shall,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Postouister 
General,  from  time  to  time  give  notice  of  the  same,  so  that 
they  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  person  depositing  them;  and 
if  not  withdrawn  in  the  space  of  one  month  thereafter, 
shall  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed. 


THE  SMITHSONIAN  LEGACY. 

Is  SxsTATV,  Jahuabt  5,  1836. 
Mr.  Leigh  made  the  following  report:] 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  message  of  the  President  of  the  17th  December  last, 
transmitting  to   Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  accompanying  copies  of  certain  papers  relating  to 
a  bequest  to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  James  Smithson, 
of  London,  for  the  purpose  of  founding,  at  Washington, 
an  establuiiment,  under  the  name  of  <*  the  Smithsonian 
IiMtitntion,  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,"  respectfully  report: 
That  it  appears  that  Mr.  James  Smithson,  late  of  Lon- 
don, deceased,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  bequeathed 
the  whole  of  his  property  to  his  bankers,  Messrs.  Drum- 
monds,  of  Charing  Cross,  London,  in  trust,  to  be  disposed 
of  in  manner  therein  provided  and  directed;  and  desired  his 
said  executors  to  put  his  property  under  the  management 
of  the  court  of  chancery;  and  then,  (after  bequeathing  an 
annuity  of  j^lOO  sterling  to  John  Fitall  for  life,)  he  be- 
queathed and  provided  as  follows:   '<To  Henry  James 
Hungeiford,  my  nephew,  I  give  and  bequeath,  for  his  life, 
the  whole  of  the  income  arising  from  my  property,  of  every 
nature  and  kind  whatever,  after  payment  of  the  above 
annuity,  and,  afler  the  death  of  John  Fitall,  that  annuity 
likewise;  the  payments  to  be  made  to  him  at  the  time  inter- 
est  or  dividends  become  due  on  the  stocks  or  other  property 
from  which  the  income  arises.     Should  the  said  Heniy 
James  Hungerford  have  a  child  or  children,  legitimate  or 
illegitimate,  I  leave,  to  such  child  or  children,  his  or  their 
heirs,  executors,  and  assigns,  the  whole  of  my  property,  of 
every  kind,  absolutely  and  forever,  to  be  divided  between 
them,  if  more  than  one,  in  the  manner  their  father  shall 
judge  proper;  and  in  case  of  his  omitting  to  decide  this,  as 
the  Lord  Chancellor  shall  judge  proper.     Should  my  said 
nephew,  Henry  James  Hungerford,  marry,  I  empower  him 
to  make  a  jointure.     In  ease  of  the  death  of  my  said  neph- 
ew without  leaving  a  child  or  children,  or  of  the  death  of 
the  child  or  children  he  may  have  had,  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  intestate,  I  then  bequeath  the  whole  of 
my  property  (subject  to  the  annuity  of  JBIOO  to  John  Fitall, 


and  for  the  security  and  payment  of  which  I  mean  stock  to 
remain  in  this  country)  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  found,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge  among  men." 

It  further  appears,  from  a  letter  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fyn- 
more,  and  Fladgate,  solicitors,  to  Mr.  Vail,  charge  d'af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  London,  dated  the  2 1st  July 
last,  communicated  by  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that,  pursuant  to  the  instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Smith- 
son's  will,  an  amicable  suit  was,  on  the  death  of  that  tes- 
tator, brought  in  the  court  of  chancery  of  England,  by  the 
legatee,  Mr.  Hungerford,  against  the  Messrs.  Drummonds, 
the  executors,  in  which  suit  the  assets  were  realized;  that 
these  were  very  considerable;  that  there  is  now  standing  in 
the  name  of  the  accountant  general  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
on  the  trusts  of  the  will,  stock  amounting  in  value  to  about 
jeiOO,000;  that  Mr.  Hungerford,  during  his  life,  had  re- 
ceived the  income  arising  from  this  property;  but  that  news 
had  reached  England  that  Mr.  Hungerford  had  died  abroad, 
leaving  no  child  surviving  him;  so  that  the  event  has  hap- 
pened on  which  the  executory  bequest  of  this  large  proper- 
ty was  made  by  the  testator,  Mr.  Smithson,  to  the  United 
States,  to  found,  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  <<  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,"  an  establishment  for  the  increase 
and  difliision  of  knowledge  among  men.  Messrs.  Clarke, 
Fynmore,  and  Fladgate,  also  inform  Mr.  Vail  that  it  has 
now  become  necessary  that  measures  should  be  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  geUing  the  decision  of  the  court  of  chancery 
as  to  the  further  disposition  of  the  property;  that  it  is  not 
clearly  defined  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will  to  whom,  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  the  property  should  be  paid  or  trans* 
ferred;  and,  indeed,  there  is  so  much  doubt,  that  they  appro* 
hend  the  attorney  general  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land must  be  joined  in  the  proceedings  which  it  may  be 
requisite  the  United  States  should  institute;  that  they  act, 
in  this  matter,  for  Messrs.  Drummonds,  the  bankers,  who 
are  mere  stake-holders,  and  are  ready  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  facilitate  getting  the  decision  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, and  carrying  the  testator's  intentions  into  effect;  and 
that  they  will  be  happy  to  communicate  vrith  such  profes- 
sional advisers  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
shall  think  fit  to  appoint  to  act  for  them  in  England.  And 
having  thus  stated  the  nature  of  the  business,  they  add, 
that  they  abstain  from  making  any  suggestion  as  to  the 
party  in  whose  name  proceedings  should  be  adopted,  con- 
sidering that  the  point  should  be  determined  by  counsel  in 
England,  after  the  opmion  of  the  proper  law  officers  in  the 
United  States  shaU  have  6een  taken  on  the'  subject. 

In  a  letter  of  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the 
28th  July  last,  communicating  a  copy  of  Mr.  Smithson's 
will,  and  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Flad- 
gate, to  him,  he  says  that  that  letter,  and  the  inquiries  he 
has  made,  leave  no  doubt  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson  hav- 
ing been  establislied,  and  its  dispositions  recognised  by  the 
court  of  chancery  of  England;  that,  according  to  the  view 
taken  of  the  case  by  the  solicitors,  the  Uni^  States,  in 
the  event  of  their  accepting  the  legacy,  and  the  trust  cou- 
pled with  it,  should  come  forward,  by  their  representative, 
and  make  themselves  parties  to  an  amicable  suit  before  U)e 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  for  the  purpose  of  legally  es- 
tablishing the  fact  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Hungerford,  the 
legatee  for  life,  without  children  and  intestate,  proving 
their  claim  to  the  benefit  of  the  will,  and  obtaining  a  de- 
cree in  chancery  awarding  to  them  the  proceeds  of  the  es- 
tate; that  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fladgate,  are  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  management  of  the  suit,  on  the  part 
of  die  United  States;  and  that,  from  what  he  has  learnt  of 
their  standing,  they  may  safely  be  confided  in.  And  Mr. 
Vail  suggests,  upon  the  advice  of  those  gentlemen,  a 
mjSthod  of  proceeding  to  assert  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  to  the  legacy,  without  further  delay,  in  case  it 
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should  be  thought  unnecewary  to  await  the  action  of  Con- 
gress to  authorize  the  institution  of  the  requisite  legal  pro- 


The  Secretary  of  State  submitted  the  letter  of  Mr.  Vail, 
and  the  papers  therewith  communicated,  to  the  President, 
who  determined  to  lay  the  subject  before  Congress  at  its 
next  session;  and  of  this  determination  the  Secretary  of 
State  apprized  Mr.  Vail,  in  a  letter  of  the  26th  September 
last. 

The  President,  in  his  message  of  the  1 7th  December, 
transmits  to  Congress  all  the  correspondence  and  informa- 
tion relating  to  the  subject,  as  the  same  had  been  reported 
to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  adds,  that  *<  the  Ex- 
ecutive having  no  authority  to  take  any  steps  for  accepting 
the  trust,  and  obtaining  the  funds,  the  papers  are  commu- 
nicated with  a  view  to  such  measures  as  Congress  may 
<leem  necessary." 

The  committee  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
that  it  belongs  to  the  Legislature  to  devise  and  prescribe 
the  measures,  if  any,  proper  to  be  adopted  on  this  occasion, 
and  to  provide  for  such  expenses  as  may  be  incurred  in  the 
prosecution  of  them. 

Judging  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Vail  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  of  Messrs.  Clarke,  Fynmore,  and  Fladgate,  to 
Mr.  Vail,  as  well  as  from  the  information  which  the  com- 
mittee themselves  have  been  able  to  gather  as  to  the  course 
of  adjudication  of  the  court  of  chancery  of  England  in  such 
cases,  the  committee  suppose  it  unquestionable  that  the  ex- 
ecutory bequest  contained  in  Mr.  Smithson's  will  of  his 
whole  property  to  the  United  States,  in  the  event  that  has 
occurred,  for  the  purpose  of  founding,  at  Washington,  under 
the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  is, 
by  the  law  of  England,  a  valid  bequest;  that  the  United 
States  will  be  entertained  in  the  court  of  chancery  of  Eng- 
land to  assert  their  claim  to  the  fund,  as  trustees,  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  the  charitable  institution  at  Washing- 
ton, to  which  it  is  destined  by  the  donor;  and  that  that  court 
will  decree  that  the  fund  shall  be  paid  and  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  or  their  lawfully  authorized  agent,  leaving 
it  to  the  United  States  to  apply  the  property  to  the  founda- 
tion of  the  intended  charity  at  Washington,  and  to  provide 
for  the  due  admimstration  of  the  fund,  so  as  to  accomplish 
the  purpose  of  the  donor.  The  committee  are  sensible, 
however,  that  these  are  points  which  can  only  be  determin- 
ed and  settled  by  the  judicial  authority  of  England.' 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  questions  which  it 
behooves  Congress  to  consider,  are  whether  it  is  compe- 
tent to  the  United  States,  whether  it  comports  with  their 
dignity,  whether  (all  circumstances  considered)  it  is  expe- 
dient and  proper  that  the  United  States  should  appear  as 
suitors  in  the  courts  of  justice  of  England,  to  assert  their 
claim  to  the  legacy  in  question,  as  trustees  for  the  intended 
charitable  institution  to  be  founded  at  W^^ashington. 

It  might  be  a  question  of  much  doubt  and  difficulty 
whether  it  would  be  within  the  competency  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the  gen- 
eral revenue  collected  from  the  nation  at  large  to  the 
fiiuudation  and  endowment  of  a  literary  or  any  o^er  chari- 
table institution  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  But,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  no  such  question  is  involved  in 
the  consideration  of  the  present  subject.  The  fund  given 
to  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will  is  nowise,  and 
never  can  become,  part  of  their  revenue;  they  cannot  claim 
or  take  it  for  their  own  benefit;  they  can  only  take  it  as  trus- 
tees, to  apply  to  the  charitable  purpose  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  donor. 

The  committee  can  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  United 
States  must  be  regarded  as  the  parens  patrise  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  That,  in  that  character,  they  have 
a  right,  and  they  are  in  duty  bound,  to  assert  a  claim  to 
any  property  given  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a 


charitable  institution  of  any  kind  within  liie  Diatrict,  and 
to  provide  for  the  due  application  and  administntioo  of 
audi  a  fund  when  they  have  obtained  poaseocion  of  it. 
That  the  righU  and  duties  of  the  United  States,  n  parens 
pairies  of  the  District,  in  such  a  case,  are  the  same,  wheth- 
er the  charitable  donation  be  made  by  the  auhject  a(s 
foreign  nation,  or  by  a  citizen,  or  whether  the  claim  to  the 
bounty  is  to  be  asserted  before  a  domestic  court  of  juatkce, 
or  before  a  foreign  tribunal,  which,  by  the  comity  of  na- 
tions, or  the  laws  of  its  own  country,  is  bound  to  entertain 
the  claim,  and  to  adjudge  the  property  to  the  United  Stales, 
if  they  are  by  law  entitled  to  it.  If  a  foreign  tribunal, 
decreeing  such  property  to  the  United  States,  dbould  think 
proper  to  impose  any  conditions  incompatible  with  the  con- 
stitutional powers  of  this  Government,  or  with  its  dotiet 
or  its  dignity,  the  United  States  may  then  decline  to  ac- 
cept the  property  and  the  trust.  But  no  difficulty  of  that 
kind  is  apprehended. 

The  committee  are  also  ofopinion  that  the  United  States, 
in  prosecuting  a  claim  to  property  given  to  them  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  a  charitable  institution  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  which  they  are  entitled  to  claim,  and 
take,  and  regulate  the  administration  o(  as  the  parens 
pairise  of  the  District,  may  properly  appropriate,  out  of 
their  general  revenue,  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prosecote  the  claim  with  effect--«ince  the  United  States 
have  no  other  pecuniary  means  to  defray  the  expenses  that 
may  be  incurred  in  exercising  their  powers,  or  in  perfonn- 
ing  their  duties,  as  parent  pairise  of  the  District,  but  such 
as  are  aflbrded  by  their  general  revenue. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
within  the  competency  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  that  it  well  comports  with  its  dignity,  that,  indeed, 
it  is  its  duty,  to  assert  in  the  courts  of  justice  of  England 
the  claim  of  the  United  8tates4o  the  legacy  bequeathed  to 
them  by  Mr.  Smithson's  will,  for  the  purpose  of  founding, 
at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  **  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution," an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  difiiudon 
of  knowledge  among  men;  and  that  provision  ou^t  to  be 
made  by  Congress  to  enable  the  Executive  to  assert  and 
prosecute  the  claim  with  effect. 

Therefore,  the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  to  take  meaaum 
for  recovering  the  said  legacy. 

Ix  THE  Hovsx  OF  Rbprxsektititks,  Dkc.  21,  ld35. 

The  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
relation  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithson,  of  London,  for 
founding,  at  Washington,  an  <*  institution  for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,*'  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee;  and 

Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Thom- 
as, of  Maryland;  Mr.  Garland,  of  Viiginia;  Mr.  Peaicr, 
of  Rhode  Island;  Mr.  Speight,  of  North  Carolina;  Mr. 
McKennan,  of  PeimE<ylvania;  Mr.  Hannegan,  of  Indiana; 
Mr.  Gariand,  of  Louisiana;  and  Mr.  Chapin,  of  New  York; 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

January  14,  1836. 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  measa^  of 
the  President  relating  to  the  bequest  of  James  Smithaon, 
made  the  following  report: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  with  documents  relating  to  the  bequest  of  James 
Smithson,  of  London,  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  at  Washington  an  eatabtiah- 
ment,  under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  re* 
a|iectfully  report: 

That,  from  tho  papers  Uwmmttod  to.Cwonp  with  Qts 
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message  of  the  President,  it  appears  that  James  Smithson,  a 
foreigner,  of  noble  &mily  and  of  afflnent  fortune,  did,  by  his 
last  will  and  testament,  made  in  the  year  1826,  bequeath, 
under  certain  contingencies,  which  have  since  been  reali- 
zed, and  with  certain  exceptions,  for  which  provision  waa 
made  by  the  same  will,  the  whole  of  his  property,  of  an 
amount  exceeding  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington,  under 
the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

To  the  acceptance  of  this  bequest,  and  to  the  assumption 
and  fulfilment  of  the  high  and  honorable  duties  involved  in 
the  performance  of  the  trust  committed  with  it,  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  in  their  legislative  capacity,  are 
alone  competent.  Your  committee  believe,  not  only  that 
they  are  thus  competent,  but  that  it  is  enjoined  upon  them, 
by  considerations  of  the  most  imperious  and  indispensable 
obligation.  The  first  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  for  car- 
rying into  effect  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  testator 
must  be  to  obtain  the  possession  of  the  funds,  now  held  by 
the  Messrs.  Drummonds,  bankers  in  London,  executors  of 
Mr.  Smithson's  will,  and  subject  to  the  superintendence, 
custody,  and  adjudication,  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land. To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ef- 
fect this  object,  the  committee  report  herewith  a  bill. 

But  your  committee  think  they  would  imperfectly  dis- 
charge their  duty  to  thu  House,  to  their  country,  to  the 
world  of  mankind,  or  to  the  donor  of  this  most  munificent 
bequest,  were  they  to  withhold  a  few  brief  reflections 
which  have  occurred  to  them  in  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  referred  to  them  by  the  House— reflections  arising 
firom  the  condition  of  the  testator,  from  the  nature  of  the 
bequest,  and  from  the  character  of  the  trustee  to  whom 
this  great  and  solemn  charge  has  been  confided. 

The  testator,  James  Smithson,  a  subjec-t  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, declares  himself,  in  the  caption  to  the  will,  a  descend- 
ant in  blood  from  the  Percys  and  the  Seymours,  two  of  the 
most  illustrious  historical  names  of  the  British  islands. 
Nearly  two  centuries  since,  in  1680,  the  ancestor  of  his 
own  name,  Hugh  Smithson,  immediately  after  the  restora- 
tion of  the  royal  feunily  of  the  Stuarts,  received  from 
Charles  the  Second,  as  a  reward  for  his  eminent  services 
to  that  house  during  the  civil  wars,  the  dignity  of  a  Baro- 
net of  England,  a  dignity  still  held  by  the  Dukes  of  North- 
umberland, as  descendants  firom  the  same  Hugh  Smith- 
son.  The  father  of  the  testator,  by  his  marriage  with  the 
Lady  Elizabeth  Seymour,  who  was  descended  by  a  female 
line  firom  the  ancient  Percys,  and  by  the  subsequent  crea- 
tion of  George  the  Third,  in  1766,  became  the  first  Duke  of 
Northumberland.  His  son,  and  successor,  the  brother  of 
the  testator,  was  known  in  the  history  of  our  revolution- 
ary war  by  the  name  of  Lord  Percy;  was  present,  as  a 
British  ofilcer,  at  the  sanguinary  opening  scene  of  our  rev- 
olutionary war  at  Lexington,  and  at  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker's Hill,  and  was  the  b^er  to  the  British  Government  of 
the  despatches  firom  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  royal 
^rces,  announcing  the  event  of  that  memorable  day;  and 
the  prebent  Duke  of  Northumberiand,  the  testator's  neph- 
ew was  the  ambassador  extraordinary  of  Great  Britain, 
•ent  to  assist  at  the  coronation  of  the  late  King  of  France, 
Charles  the  Tentii,  a  few  months  only  before  the  date  of 
this  bequest  from  his  relative  to  the  United  States  of 
America.' 

The  suggestions  which  present  themselves  to  the  mind 
by  the  association  of  these  historical  recollections,  with  the 
condition  of  the  testator,  derive  additional  interest  from 
the  nature  of  the  bequest — the  devotion  of  a  large  estate 
to  an  institution  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge among  men. 

Of  all  the  foundations  of  establishments  for  pious  or 
efaaritable  uses,  which  ever  signalized  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
or  the  (omprebenaive  beneficence  of  the  founder,  none  can 


be  named  more  deserving -of  the  approbation  of  mankind 
than  this.  Should  it  be  faithfully  carried  into  effect,  with 
an  earnestness  and  sagacity  of  application,  and  a  steady  per- 
severance of  pursuit,  proportioned  to  the  means  f^imished 
by  the  will  of  the  founder,  and  to  the  greatness  and  simpli- 
city of  his  design,  as  by  himself  declared,  « the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  it  is  no  extravagance 
of  anticipation  to  declare  that  his  name  will  be  hereafter 
enrolled  among  the  eminent  benefiictors  of  mankind. 

The  aftainment  of  knowledge  is  the  high  and  exclusive 
attribute  of  man,  among  the  numberless  myriads  of  anima- 
ted beings,  inhabitants  of  the  terrestrial  globe.  On  him  alone 
is  bestowed,  by  the  bounty  of  the  Creator  of  the  universe, 
the  power  and  the  capacity  of  acquiring  knowledge.  Knowl- 
edge is  the  attribute  of  his  nature,  which  at  once  enables 
him  to  improve  his  condition  upon  earth,  and  to  pepare  him 
for  the  enjoyment  of  a  happier  existence  hereafter.  It  is  by 
this  attribute  that  man  discovers  his  own  nature  as  the 
link  between  earth  and  heaven;  as  the  partaker  of  an  im- 
mortal spirit;  as  created  for  higher  and  more  diurable  ends 
than  the  countless  tribes  of  beings  which  people  the  earth, 
the  ocean,  and  the  air,  alternately  instinct  with  life,  and 
melting  into  va|y>r,  or  mouldering  into  dust. 

To  furnish  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  is,  there- 
fore, the  greatest  benefit  that  can  be  conferred  upon  man- 
kind. It  prolongs  life  itself,  and  enlarges  the  sphere  of  ex- 
istence. The  earth  was  given  to  man  for  cultivation,  to 
the  improvement  of  his  own  condition .  Whoever  increastes 
his  knowledge,  multiplies  the  uses  to  which  he  is  enabled 
to  turn  the  gift  of  his  Creator  to  his  own  benefit,  and  par- 
takes in  some  degree  of  that  goodness  which  is  the  highest 
attribute  of  Omnipotence  itself. 

If,  thea,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  under  the  smile  of 
an  approving  Providence,  and  by  the  faithfiil  and  perma- 
nent application  of  the  means  furnished  by  its  founder  to 
the  purpose  for  which  he  has  bestowed  them,  should  prove 
effective  to  their  promotion;  if  they  should  contribute  es- 
sentially to  the  increase  aud  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men,  to  what  higher  or  nobler  object  could  this  generous 
and  splendid  donation  have  been  devoted? 

The  father  of  the  testator,  upon  forming  his  alliance  with 
the  heiress  of  the  family  of  the  Percys,  assumed,  by  an  act 
of  the  British  Parliament,  that  name,  and  under  it  became 
Duke  of  Northumberland.  But,  renowned  as  is  the  name 
of  Percy  in  the  historical  annals  of  England,  resounding  as 
it  does  from  the  summit  of  the  Cheviot  hills  to  the  ears  of 
our  children,  in  the  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase,  with  the  classi- 
cal commentary  of  Addison:  freshened  and  renovated  in 
our  memory  as  it  has  recently  been  from  (he  purest  foun- 
tain of  poetical  inspiration,  in  the  loftier  strain  of  Alnwick 
Castle,  tuned  by  a  bard  of  our  own  native  land;*  duubly 
immortalized  as  it  is  in  the  deathless  dramas  of  Shakspeaie; 
**  confident  against  the  worid  in  arms*'  as  it  may  have  been 
in  ages  long  past,  and  may  still  be  In  the  virtues'  of  its  pres- 
ent possessors  by  inheritance;  let  the  trust  of  James  Smith- 
son  to  the  United  States  of  America  be  faithfuUy  executed 
by  their  representatives  in  Congress;  let  the  result  accom- 
plish his  object,  **  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge 
among  men,"  and  a  wreath  of  more  unfading  verdure  shall 
entwine  itself  in  the  lapse  of  future  ages  around  the  name 
of  Smithson,  than  the  united  hands  of  tradition,  history,  and 
poetry,  have  braided  around  the  name  of  Percy,  through 
the  long  perspective  in  ages  past  of  a  thousand  years. 

It  is,  then,  a  high  and  solemn  trust  which  the  testator  has 
committed  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  its  execu- 
tion devolves  upon  their  representatives  in  Congress  du- 
ties of  no  ordinary  importance.  The  location  of  the  insti- 
tution at  Washington,  prescribed  by  the  testator,  gives  to 
Congress  the  free  exercise  of  all  &e  powers  relating  to 
this  subject  with  which  they  are,  by  the  constitution,  in- 
vested, as  the  local  Legislature  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
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bia.  In  adverting  to  the  character  of  the  trustee  selected 
by  the  testator  for  the  fulfilment  of  his  intentions,  your 
committee  deem  it  no  indulgence  of  unreasonable  pride  to 
mark  it  as  a  signal  manifestation  of  the  moral  effect  of  our 
political  institutions  upon  the  opinions  and  upon  the  con- 
sequent action  of  the  wise  and  the  good  of  other  regions, 
and  of  distant  climes;  even  upon  that  nation  from  whom 
we  generally  boast  of  our  descent,  but  whom,  from  the  pe- 
riod  of  our  Revolution,  we  have  had  too  often  reason  to 
consider  as  a  jealous  and  envious  rival.  How 'different 
are  the  sensations  which  should  swell  in  our  bosoms  with 
the  acceptance  oi  this  bequest!  James  ^mithson,  an 
Englishman,  in  the  exercise  of  his  rights  as  a  freebom 
Briton,  desirous  of  dedicating  his  ample  fortune  to  the 
increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  consti- 
tutes for  his  trustees,  to  accomplish  that  object,  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  fixes  upon  their  seat  of  Govern- 
ment as  the  spot  where  the  institution  of  which  he  is  the 
founder  shall  be  located. 

The  Revolution,  which  resulted  in  the  independence  of 
these  United  States,  was  commenced,  conducted,  and  con- 
summated, under  a  mere  union  of  confederated  States. 
Subsequently  to  that  period  a  more  perfect  union  was  formed, 
combining  in  one  system  the  principle  of  confederate  sov- 
ereignties with  that  of  a  Government  by  popular  repre- 
sentation, with  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers, 
all  limited,  but  coextensive  with  the  whole  confederation. 

Under  thia  Government,  a  new  experiment  in  the  history 
of  mankind  is  now  drawing  to  the  close  of  half  a  century, 
during  which  the  tenitory  and  numlier  of  States  in  the 
Union  have  noariy  doubled,  while  their  population,  wealth, 
and  power,  have  been  multiplied  more  than  fourfold.  In  the 
process  of  this  experiment  they  have  gone  through  the  vicis- 
situdes of  peace  and  war,  amidst  bitter  and  ardent  party  colli- 
sions, and  the  unceasing  changes  of  popular  elections  to 
the  legislative  and  executive  offices,  both  of  the  Greneral 
Confederacy  and  of  the  separate  States,  without  a  single 
execution  for  treason,  or  a  single  proscription  for  a  political 
ofience.  The  whole  Government  under  the  continual  su- 
perintendence of  the  whole  people,  has  been  holding  a 
steady  course  of  prosperity,  unexampled  in  the  cotemporary 
history  of  other  nations  not  less  than  in  the  annals  of 
ages  past  Daring  this  period  our  country  has  been  freely 
visited  by  observers  from  other  lands,  and  often  in  no 
friendly  spirit  by  travellers  from  the  native  land  of  Mr. 
Smithson.  Their  reports  of  the  prevailing  manners,  opin- 
ions, and  social  intercourse  of  the  people  of  this  Union, 
have  exhibited  no  flattering  or  complacent  pictures.  All 
the  infirmities  and  vices  of  our  civil  and  political  condition 
have  been  conned  and  noted,  and  displayed  with  no  for- 
bearance of  severe  satirical  comment  to  set  them  off;  yet, 
after  all  this,  a  British  subject,  of  noble  birth  and  ample 
fortune,  desiring  to  bequeath  his  whole  estate  to  the  pui- 
pose  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  throughout  the 
whole  community  of  civilized  man,  selects  for  the  deposita- 
ries of  his  trust,  with  confidence  unqualified  with  reserve, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

In  the  commission  of  every  trust,  there  is  an  implied  trib- 
ute of  the  soul  to  the  integrity  and  intelligence  of  the 
trustee;  and  there  is  also  an  implied  call  for  the  faithful 
exercise  of  those  properties  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  purpose 
of  the  trust.  The  tribute  and  the  call  acquire  additional 
force  and  energy,  when  the  trust  is  committed  for  perform- 
ance after  the  decease  of  him  by  whom  it  is  granteid,  when 
he  no  longer  exists  to  witness  or  to  constrain  the  effective 
fulfilment  of  his  design.  The  magnitude  of  the  trust,  and 
the  extent  of  confidence  liestowed  in  the  committal  of  it, 
do  but  enlarge  and  aggravate  the  pressure  of  the  obligation 
which  it  carries  with  it.  The  weight  of  duty  imposed  is 
proportioned  to  the  honor  conferred  by  confidence  without 
reserve.  Your  committee  are  fully  persuaded,  therefore, 
that,  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  by  the 


testator  upon  the  politieal  institutions  of  this  Union,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  accepting  the  bequest, 
will  feel,  in  all  its  power  and  plenitude,  the  obligation  <tf 
responding  to  the  confidence  reposed  by  him,  with  all  the 
fidelity,  disinterestedness,  and  peraeverance  of  exertioo, 
which  may  carry  into  effective  execution  the  noble  puipose 
of  an  endowment  for  the  increase  and  difiinton  of  knowl- 
edge among  men. 


MILITARY  AND  NAVAL  DEFENCES. 

RSFORT  FROX  THB  SkCRSTAIIT  OF  WaB, 

In  compliance  with  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Senate  on 
the  ISth  February,  requesting  in  formation  of  the  prob- 
able amount  of  appropriations  that  would  be  necessary 
to  place  the  land  and  naval  defences  of  the  country  upon 
a  proper  footing  of  strength  and  respectabiliiy. 

Department  op  War, 

Apnl  7,  1836. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  reports  from  the  Engineer  and  Oidnanos 
departments,  furnishing  so  much  of  the  infonnalion  le- 
quired  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Februaiy  18, 
1836,  as  relates  to  the  fortifications  of  the  country,  and  tos 
supply  of  the  munitions  of  war.  The  former  faranch  of 
this  subject  has  required  laborious  investtgatiaiu  on  lbs 
part  of  the  ofiScers  charged  with  this  duty,  and  their  n^iort 
has  therefore  been  longer  delayed  than,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, would  have  been  proper;  but  the  whole  matter 
was  too  important  to  have  the  interests  involved  in  it  sacri- 
ficed to  undue  precipitancy. 

The  Engineer  report  was  received  at  the  Department  on 
Friday  last,  and  I  have  embraced  such  portiona  of  the  in- 
tervening time  as  other  official  calls  and  a  slight  indiapoa- 
tion  would  allow  me  to  devote  to  its  examination.  1  did 
not  consider  that  any  suggestions  I  could  make  would 
justify  -a  further  delay  at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  aessioB, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  aware  that  this  letter  wiil 
need  all  the  allowance  which  these  circumstances  can  claim 
for  it. 

It  is  obvious  that,  in  the  consideration  of  any  general  snd 
permanent  system  of  national  defence,  comprehensive  viem 
are  not  only  necessary,  but  professional  experience,  and  t 
knowledge  of  practical  details;  such  information,  in  feet,  as 
must  be  obtained  by  long  and  careful  attention  to  the  vari- 
ous subjects  which  form  the  elements  of  this  inquiry.  Al- 
though, therefore,  I  do  not  concur  in  all  the  suggestions 
contained  in  these  reports,  and  more  particularly  in  those 
which  relate  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  some  of  our  pr^a- 
rations,  still  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  lay  theok  befen 
you,  rather  than  to  substitute  any  peculiar  views  of  my  own 
for  them.  Both  furnish  facts  highly  interesting  to  the  coo^ 
munity ;  and  if  they  anticipate  dangers  which  it  may  be 
thought  are  not  likely  to  happen,  and  suggest  praparatiooa 
which  future  exigencies  will  not  probably  require,  they  ara 
still  valuable  documents,  presenting  the  necessary  matrrials 
for  the  action  of  the  Legislature.  The  report  from  the  £n- 
gineer  department,  in  particular,  evinces  an  aocuiate 
knowledge  of  the  whole  subject,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
its  general  views  are  sound  and  comprehensive.  I  consMkr 
it  a  very  able  document. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  thought  it  pr«^>er  to 
submit  some  general  remarks,  explanatory  of  my  own  viewsy 
concerning  a  practical  system  of  defence,  and  wfa.ich  will 
show  how  far  the  plans  and  details  are  in  confinnuty  with 
my  opinion.     I  feel  that  this  course  is  due  to  myaelf. 

I  shall  confine  my  observations  to  the  maritime  frontier. 
Our  inland  border  rests,  in  the  Southwest  and  Nortbcaat, 
upon  the  possessions  of  civilized  nations,  and  requires  de- 
fensive preparations  to  meet  those  contingenciea   oaly» 
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whichj  in  the  present  state  of  society,  wo  may  reasonably 
anticipate.  In  the  exitsting  intercourse  of  nations,  hostili- 
ties can  scarcely  overtake  us  so  suddenly  as  not  to  leave 
time  to  move  the  necessary  force  to  any  point  upon  these 
frontiers  threatened  with  attack.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
peculiar  position  upon  either  of  these  lines  of  separation 
which  commands  the  approaches  to  the  country,  or  whose 
possession  woukl  givo  much  superiority  to  an  invading  or 
defensive  force.  In  fact,  the  division  is,  in  both  cases,  an 
artificial  line,  through  much  of  its  extent,  and  a  {>ortion  of 
the  natural  boundary  oflTers  scarcely  any  impediment  to 
military  operations.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  seems 
altogether  inexpedient  to  construct  expensive  fortifications, 
which  would  do  little  more  than  protect  the  space  under 
cover  of  their  guns ;  which  are  not  required  as  places  of 
depot,  which  guard  no  avenue  of  communication,  and 
which  would  leave  the  surrounding  country  penetraible  in 
all  directions.  Without  indulging  in  any  improper  specu- 
lations concerning  the  ultimate  destiny  of  any  portion  of 
the  country  in  juxtaposition  with  us,  or  looking  for  security 
to  any  political  change,  we  may  safely  anticipate  that  our 
own  advance  in  all  the  elements  of  power  will  be  at  least 
equal  to  that  of  the  people  who  adjoin  us ;  nor  does  the' 
most  prudent  forecast  dictate  any  precautions,  founded  upon 
the  opinion  that  our  relative  strtiigth  will  decrease  and  theirs 
increase.  The  lake  frontier,  indeed,  presents  some  i^ecu- 
iiar  considerations ;  and  I  think  the  views  submitted  by 
the  Engineer  department,  respecting  Lake  Champlain,  are 
enthled  to  much  weight.  TWm  long,  narrow  sheet  of  navi- 
gable water  ppcns  a  direct  communication  into  the  States 
of  New  York  and  Vermont,  while  its  outlet  is  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  is  commanded  by  a  position  of  great  natural 
strength.  It  is  also  within  a  few  miles  of  the  most  power- 
ful and  populous  portion  of  Canada,  and  open  to  all  its  re- 
sources and  energies.  With  a  view,  perhaps,  to  possible 
rather  than  to  probable  events,  it  may  be  deemed  expedient 
lo  construct  a  work  at  some  proper  site  within  our  bound- 
ary, which  shall  close  the  entrance  of  the  lake  to  all  ves- 
sels ascending  its  outlet  As  such  a  work,  however,  would 
be  an  advanced  post,  and,  from  circumstances,  peculiarly 
liable  to  attack,  its  extent  and  defences  should  be  in  pro- 
portion to  its  exposure. 

There  is  already  a  considerable  commercial  marine  upon 
the  four  great  lakes,  Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  and  Michig^, 
which  are  opened  to  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens ;  and  this 
will  increase  with  the  augmenting  population  which  is 
flowing  in  upon  the  regions  washed  by  these  internal  seas. 
It  is  obvious  that,  from  natural  causes,  the  physical  su- 
periority will  be  found  upon  the  southern  shores  of  these 
lakes.  '  The  resolution  of  the  Senate  embraces  the  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  constructing  permanent  fortifications 
in  this  quarter.  And  this  inquiry  properly  divides  itself  into 
two  branches. 

1st  The  policy  of  fortifying  the  harbors  upon  the  lakes ; 
mnd, 

3d.  The  policy  of  commanding,  by  permanent  works, 
the  communications  between  them. 

Both  of  these  measures  presuppose  that  the  naval  su- 
I>eriority  upon  these  waters  may  be  doubtful.     But  it  is 
difficult  to  foresee  the  probable  existence  of  any  circum- 
stances which  would  give  this  ascendency  to  the  other  | 
party.     It  is  unnecessary  to  investigate  the  considerations  | 
which  bear  upon  this  subject,  as  they  are  too  obvious  to  | 
require  examination.     They  are  to  be  seen  and  felt  in  all 
those  wonderful  evidences  of  increase  and  improvement  i 
which  are  now  in  such  active  operation.     A  victorious  i 
fleet  upon  these  lakes  could  disembark  an  army  at  almost  | 
any  point.     If  a  harbor  were  closed  by  fortifications,  tliey  ! 
would  only  have  to  seek  the  nearest  beach,  and  land  tlieir  ! 
nien  from  boats,  so  that  no  defences  we  could  construct 
would  secure  us  agaiast  invasion ;  and  temporary  block-  ! 
houses  and  batteries  would  probably  be  found  sufficiently  I 
Vol.  XII. -K 


powerful  to  reiKJl  the  attacks  of  any  vessels  seeking  to  enter 
the  narrow  harbors  upon  the  lakes,  if  we  could  foresee 
the  existence  of  any  circumstances  which  would  induce  an 
enemy  to  endeavor  lo  force  an  entrance  into  them. 

As  to  the  communication  between  the  lakes,  the  inquiry, 
from  geographical  causes,  is  necessarily  restricted  to  that 
from  Lake  Eric  to  Lake  Huron,  and  to  the  straits  of 
Michiiimackinac.  Of  the  former,  almost  sixty  miles  con« 
sist  of  two  rivers,  completely  commanded  from  their  op- 
posite banks,  while  the  entrance  into  one  of  these,  the  river 
St  Clair,  is  impeded  by  a  bar,  over  which  tliere  is  but 
about  eight  feet  of  water.  No  armed  vessels  could  force 
their  way  up  these  rivers  while  the  shores  were  in  an 
enemy's  possession,  who  might  construe  t  batteries  at  every 
projecting  point,  and  who,  in  fact,  might  in  many  places 
sweep  the  decks  with  musketry.  As  to  the  straits  of 
Michiiimackinac,  tliey  aie  too  broad  to  be  commanded  by 
stationaiy  fortifications,  even  if  any  circumstances  should 
lead  to  the  construction  and  equipment  of  a  hostile  fleet 
upon  the  bleak  and  remote  shores  of  Matchedask  bay,  in 
the  northeasteni  extremity  of  Lake  Huron. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  tliat  our  lake  frontier  requires 
no  permanent  defences,  and  that  we  may  safely  rely  for  its 
security  upon  those  resources,  both  in  the  ptrsonntl  and 
maieridj  which  the  extent  and  other  advantages  of  our 
country  insure  to  us,  and  which  must  give  us  the  superiorty 
in  that  quarter. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  deemed  expedient  to  establish  a  depot 
for  the  reception  of  munitions  of  war  in  some  part  of  the 
peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  to  strengthen  it  by  such  defen- 
ces as  will  enable  it  to  resist  any  coup  de  main  which  may 
be  attempted.  From  tlie  geographical  features  of  the  coun- 
try, our  possessions  here  recede  fi'om  their  natural  points  of 
support,  and  are  placed  in  immediate  contact  with  a  fertile 
and  populous  part  of  the  neighboring  colony.  In  the  event 
of  disturbances,  the  ordinary  communications  might  be  in- 
terrupted, and  it  would  probably  be  advisable  to  have  in  de- 
posite  a  supply  of  all  the  necessary  means  for  offensive  or 
defensive  operations,  and  to  place  these  beyond  the  reach 
of  any  enterprising  officer -who  might  be  disposed,  by  a  sud- 
den movement,  to  gain  possession  of  them.  'J^e  expend- 
iture for  such  an  object  would  be  comparatively  unim- 
portant, even  should  the  contingency  be  judged  sufficiently 
probable  to  justify  precautionary  measures. 

I  had  the  honor,  in  a  communication  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  of  the  Senate,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1836,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs  of  the  House  of  Rep. 
resentatives,  to  suggest  the  mode  best  adapted,*  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  secure  our  frontier  against  Uie  depredations  of  the 
Indians.  The  basis  of  tlie  plan  was  the  establishment  of « 
road  from  some  point  upon  fhe  upper  Mississippi  to  Red 
river,  passing  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  the  con- 
struction of  poets  in  proper  situations  along  it.  I  think  the 
ordinary  mode  of  construction  ought  not  to  be  departed 
firom.  Stockaded  forts,  with  log  block-houses,  have  been 
found  fully  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  defence  against 
Indians.  They  may  be  built  speedily,  with  little  expense, 
and,  when  necessary,  by  the  labor  of  the  troops.  Our  In- 
dian boundary  has  heretofore  been  a  receding,  not  a  sta- 
tionary one,  and  much  of  it  is  yet  of  this  character.  And 
even  where  we  have  planted  the  Indians  who  have  been  re- 
moved, and  guarantied  theur  permanent  occupation  of  the 
possessions  assigned  to  them,  we  may  find  it  necessary,  in 
the  redemption  of  the  pledge  we  have  given  to  protect  Uiem, 
to  establish  posts  upon  their  exterior  boundary,  and  thus 
prevent  collisions  between  them  and  the  ruder  indigenous 
tribes  of  that  region.  I  think,  therefore,  that  no  works  of 
a  more  permanent  character  than  these  should  be  construct- 
ed upon  our  frontier.  A  cordon  established  at  proper  dis- 
tances upon  such  a  road,  with  the  requisite  means  of  ope- 
ration deposited  in  the  posts,  and  with  rpmpetent  gariisons 


I  in  the  posts,  and  with  competent  garrisons 
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to  occupy  them,  would,  probably,  afford  greater  aecurity  to 
the  advanced  settlements  than  any  other  measures  in  our 
power.  The  dragoons  should  be  kept  in  motion  along  it 
during  the  open  season  of  the  year,  when  Indian  disturb- 
ances are  most  to  be  apprehended,  and  their  presence  and 
facility  of  movement  would  tend  powerfully  to  restrain  the 
predatory  disposition  of  the  Indians;  and  if  any  sudden  im- 
pulse should  operate  to  drive  them  into  hostilities,  the 
means  of  assembling  a  strong  force,  with  all  necessary  sup- 
plies, would  be  at  hand.  And  as  circumstances  permit,  the 
posts  in  the  Indian  country,  now  in  the  rear  of  this  propo- 
sed line  of  operations,  should  be  abandoned,  and  the  gar- 
risons transferred  to  it. 

But  it  is  upon  our  maritime  frontier  that  we  are  most  ex- 
posed. Our  coast  for  three  thousand  miles  is  washed  by 
the  ocean,  which  separates  us  from  those  nations  who  have 
made  the  highest  advances  in  all  the  arts,  and  particularly 
in  those  which  minister  to  the  operations  of  war,  and  with 
whom,  firom  our  intercourse  and  political  relations,  we  are 
most  liable  to  be  drawn  into  collision.  If  this  great  medium 
of  communication,  the  element  at  the  same  time  of  separa- 
tion and  of  union,  interposes  peculiar  obiKtacles  to  the  pro- 
gress of  hostile  demonstrations,  it  also  offers  advantages 
which  are  not  less  obvious,  and  which,  to  be  successfully 


naval  ettablishment  That  duty  will  be  much  more  ap- 
propriately and  ably  performed  by  the  proper  Dcpitmcnt; 
but  as  some  of  the  views  I  shall  present  on  the  subject  of 
our  system  of  fortifications  must  be  materially  afiected  by 
any  general  plan  of  naval  operations  which,  in  the  event  of 
hostUities,  might  be  adopted,  I  am  necessarily  led  to  sub- 
mit a  few  remarks,  not  professional,  but  genenJ,  upon  the 
extent  and  employment  of  our  miUtary  marine. 

There  is  as  UtUe  need  of  inquiry  now  into  our  moral  as 
into  our  physical  d^MDcity  to  maintain  a  navy,  and  to  meet 
upon  equal  terms  the  ships  and  seamen  of  any  other  nation. 
Our  extended  commerce,  creating  and  created  by  those  re- 
sources which  are  essential  to  the  building  and  equipment 
of  fleets^  removes  all  doubt  upon  one  point;  and  the  histoiy 
of  our  naval  enterprise,  from  the  moment  when  the  colon 
were  first  hoisted  upon  the  hastily  prepared  vessels^  at  the 
commencement  of  our  revolutionary  struggle,  to  the  last 
'  contest  in  which  any  of  our  ships  have  been  engaged,  is 
I  equally  satisfactory  upon  the  other.     The  achieremants  of 
I  our  navy  have  stamped  its  character  with  the  country  and 
'  the  world.    The  simple  recital  ai  its  exploits  is  the  highest 
:  eulogium  which  can  be  pronounced  upon  it 
I      With  ample  means,  therefore,  to  meet  upon  the  ocean, 
by  which  they  must  approach  us,  any  armament  that  may 


I 
resisted,  require  corresponding  arrangements  and  exertions,  i  be  destined  for  our  shores,  we  are  called  upon  by  cveiy 
These  advantages  depend  on  the  economy  and  facility  of  I  prudential  consideration  to  do  so.  In  the  first  place, 
tr^sportatiou,  on  the  celerity  of  movement,  and  on  the  though  all  wars  in  which  we  may  be  engaged  will  probably 
power  of  an  enemy  to  threaten  the  whole  shore  spread  out ,  be  defensive  in  their  character,  undertaken  to  resent  or  re< 
before  him,  and  to  select  his  point  of  attack  at  pleasure.  A  '  peal  some  injury  or  to  assert  some  right,  and  rendered  ne- 
powerful  hostile  fleet  upon  the  coast  of  the  United  States 
presents  some  of  the  features  of  a  war,  where  a  heavy  mass 
is  brought  to  act  against  detachments  which  may  be  cut  up  , 
in  detail,  although  their  combined  force  would  exceed  the 


assailing  foe.  Our  points  of  exposure  are  so  numerous  and 
distant  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  keep,  at  each  of 
them,  a  force  competent  to  resist  the  attack  of  an  enemy, 
prepared,  by  his  naval  ascendency  and  his  other  arreng»- 
ments,  to  make  a  sudden  and  vigorous  inroad  upon  our 
shores.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  inquire  how  the  con- 
sequences of  this  state  of  things  are  to  be  met  and  averted. 


ces«ary  by  the  conduct  of  other  nation^  still  the  objects  of 
the  war  can  be  best  .attained  fly  its  vigorous  prosecution. 
Defensive  in  its  causes,  it  should  be  offensive  in  iu  charac- 
ter. The  greater  injury  we  can  inflict  upon  our  opponent, 
the  sooner  and  the  more  satis&ctory  will  be  the  redSneas  we 
seek.  Our  principal  belligerant  measures  should  have  for 
their  aim  to  attack  our  antagonist  where  he  is  most  Tulner- 
able.  If  we  are  to  receive  his  assaults,  we  abandon  the 
vantage  ground,  and  endeavor,  in  effect,  to  compel  him  to 
do  us  justice,  by  inviting  his  descent  upon  our  shores,  and 
by  all  those  consequences  which  mark  the  progress  of  an 


The  first  and  most  obvious,  and  in  every  point  of  view    invading  force,  whether  for  depredation  or  for  conquest, 
the  nmst  proper  method  of  defence,  is  an  augmentation  of   "^     *  ..         ~ 

our  naval  means  to  an  extent  proportioned  to  the  resources 
and  the  necessities  of  the  nation.  I  do  not  mean  the  actual 
construction  and  equipment  of  vessels  only;  the  number  of 
those  in  the  service  must  depend  on  the  state  of  the  country 
at  a  given  period;  but  I  mean  the  collection  of  all  such 
materials  as  may  be  preserved  without  injury,  and  due  en- 
couragement of  those  branches  of  interest  essential  to  the 
growUi  of  a  navy,  and  which  may  be  properly  nurtured  by 
the  Government;  so  that,  on  the  approach  of  danger,  a 
fleet  may  put  to  sea,  without  delay,  sufficiently  powe^l  to 
meet  any  force  which  will  probably  be  sent  to  our  coast. 

Our  great  battle  upon  the  ocean  is  yet  to  be  fought,  and 
we  shall  gain  nothing  by  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  nature 
of  the  struggle,  or  to  the  exertions  we  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make.  All  our  institutions  are  essentially  pacific, 
and  every  citizen  feels  that  his  share  of  the  common  inter- 
est is  affected  by  the  derangement  of  business,  by  the  j  enemy,  but  so  divided  as  to  be  inferior  to  it  upon  any  given 


By  the  ocean  only  can  we  seriously  assail  any  Power  widi 
which  we  are  likely  to  be  brought  into  collision. 

But,  independently  of  the  policy  of  making  an  adTCrsary 
feel  the  calamities  of  war,  it  is  obvious  that,  even  in  a  de- 
fensive point  of  view  alone,  the  ocean  shottld  be  our  great 
fi^ld  of  operations.  No  one  would  advocate  the  project  of  en  • 
deavoring  to  make  our  coast  impervious  to  attack.  Such  a 
scheme  would  be  utterly  impracticable.  A  superior  fleet, 
conveying  the  necessary  troops,  could  efiect  a  landing  at 
numerous  points  upon  our  shores^  even  if  the  beslHlevised 
plan  of  fortifying  them  were  consummated.  And  firom  the 
nature  of  maritime  operations,  such  a  fleet  could  bring  its 
whole  strength  to  bear  upon  any  particular  position,  tnd  by 
threatenuig  or  assailing  various  portions  of  the  coast,  either 
anticipate  the  tardy  movements  of  troops  upon  land,  and 
effect  the  object  before  their  conoentration,  or  render  it  ne- 
cessary to  keep  in  service  a  force  &r  superior  to  that  of  the 


enermouB  expense,  and  by  the  uncertain  result  of  a  war 
This  feeling  presses  upon  the  community  and  the  Govern- 
ment, and  is  a  sure  guarantee  that  we  shall  never  be  precip- 
itated into  a  contest,  nor  embark  in  one,  unless  imperious- 
ly required  by  those  considerations  which  leave  no  alterna- 
tive between  resistance  and  dishonor.  Accordingly,  all 
OUT  history  shows  that  we  are  more  disposed  to  bear  while 
evils  ought  to  be  borne,  than  to  seek  redress  by  appeaU  to 


point.  Theee  dangen  and  difliculties  would  be  averted  or 
avoided  by  the  maintenance  of  a  fleet  oompetent  to  meet 
any  hostile  squadron  which  might  ,be  detached  to  oar  sea«. 
Our  coast  would  thus  be  defended  on  the  ocean,  and  the 
calamities  of  war  would  be  as  little  felt  as  the  circumstances 
of  such  a  conflict  would  permit. 

As  to  the  other  advantages  of  a  navy,  in  the  protection 
of  commerce,  they  do  not  come  Mrithinjhe  scope  of  my  in- 


arms; still,  however,  a  contest  must  come;  and  it  behooves  j  quiries,  and  are  not  therefore  adverted  to.  Nor  is  it  ne- 
UB,  while  we  have  the  means  and  the  opptortunity,  to  look  |  cessary,  or  indeed  proper,  that  I  should  present  those  con«td- 
forward  to  its  attendant  circumstances^  and  to  prepare  for  !  erations  of  distance,  of  exposure,  and  of  station,  which  would 
tike  consequences.  I  render  a  fleet  numerically  inferior,  in  the  aggregate,  to  that 

It  is  no  part  of  my  object  to  enter  into  the  details  of  a  |  of  the  enemy,  yet  still  suflkiently  powerful,  upon  our  own 
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coastgf  to  meet  and  overcome  any  armament  which  could 
probably  be  sent  here. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  our  fi^rst  and  best  fortifica- 
tion is  the  navy.  Nor  do  I  see  any  limit  to  our  naval  prep- 
arations, except  those  imposed  by  a  due  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic revenues  from  time  to  time,  and  by  the  probable  condi- 
tion of  other  maritime  nations.  Much  of  the  materiel  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  vessels  is  al- 
most indestructible,  or,  at  any  rate,  may  be  preserved  for 
a  long  series  of  years;  and  if  ships  can  be  thus  kept  with- 
out injury  upon  the  stocks,  by  being  built  under  cover,  I 
do  not  see  what  should  restrain  us  from  proceeding  to  build 
as  many  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  and  as  fast  as  a  due 
regard  to  their  economical  and  substantial  construction  will 
permit,  and  to  collect  and  prepare  for  immediate  use  all  the 
munitions  of  war,  and  other  articles  of  equipment  not  liable 
to  injury  or  decay  by  the  lapse  of  time.  Nor  do  I  see  that 
these  preparations  should  be  strictly  gpraduated  by  the  num- 
ber of  seamen  who  would  probably  enter  the  service  at  this 
time,  or  within  any  short  period.  To  build  and  equip  ves- 
sels properly  requires  much  time,  as  well  with  reference  to 
the  execution  of  the  work  as  to  the  proper  condition  of  the 
materials  employed.  And  the  costly  experiment  made  by 
England,  when  she  too  hastily  increased  her  fleet,  about 
thirty  years  ago,  by  building  ships  with  improper  materials 
and  bad  workmanship,  ought  to  furnish  us  with  a  profitable 
lesson.  These  vessels  soon  decayed,  afler  rendering  very 
.little  service.  Naval  means  should  therefore  be  provided  at 
a  period  of  leisure,  to  be  ready  for  immediate  employment 
in  a  period  of  exigency;  and  a  due  regard  to  prudence  dic- 
tates Uiat  these  means  should  so  far  exceed  the  estimated 
demands  of  the  service  as  to  supply,  in  the  shortest  time, 
any  loss  occasioned  by  the  hazards  of  the  ocean  and  the 
accidents  of  war.  We  miy  safely  calculate  that  the  num- 
ber of  seamen  in  the  United  Slates  will  increase  in  propor- 
tion to  that  rapid  augmentation  which  is  going  on  in  all  the 
other  branches  of  national  interest  If  we  assume  that,  at  a 
given  period,  we  may  expect  to  embark  in  war,  our  capacity 
to  man  a  fleet  will  exceed  our  present  means  by  a  ratio  not 
diflicult  to  ascertain.  And  even  then,  by  greater  exertions, 
and  perhaps  higher  wages,  a  larger  portion  may  be  induced 
to  enter  the  naval  service,  while  no  exertions  can  make  a 
corresponding  addition  to  the  navy  itself,  but  at  a  loss  of 
time  and  expense,  and  a  sacrifice  of  its  permanent  interest. 

But  whatever  arrangements  we  may  make  to  overcome 
any  naval  armamenta  sent  out  to  assail  us,  we  are  liable  to 
be  defeated  and  to  be  exposed  to  all  the  consequences  re- 
suking  from  the  ascendency  of  an  enemy.  And  the  practical 
question  is.  What  shall  be  done  with  a  view  to  such  a  state 
of  things?  As  I  have  already  remarked,  any  attempt  by  for- 
tifications to  shut  up  our  coast,  so  that  an  enterprising  foe, 
with  a  victorious  fleet,  conyeying  a  competent  force,  and 
disposed  to  encounter  all  the  risk  of  such  an  expedition, 
could  not  make  his  descent  upon  the  shore,  would  be  use- 
less in  itself,  and  would'  expose  to  just  censure  those  who 
should  project  such  a  scheme.  And  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Government  would,  if  possible,  be  still  more  censurable, 
were  our  important  maritime  places  left  without  any  de- 
fensive works.  Between  these  extremes  is  a  practical  me- 
dium, and  to  ascertain  where  it  lies  we  must  briefly  look 
at  the  vdtrious  considerations  aflfecting  the  subject 

What  have  we  to  apprehend  in  the  event  of  a  warl  Is 
it  within  the  limits  of  a  reasonable  calculation,  that  any 
enemy  will  be  able  and  disposed  to  debark  upon  our  coast 
an  array  sufiiciently  powerful  to  lay  siege  to  our  fortifica- 
tions, and  to  endeavor,  by  this  slow  and  uncertain  process, 
to  obtain  possession  of  them?  I  put  out  of  view  the  enor- 
mous expense  attending  such  a  plan;  the  distance  of  the 
scene  of  operations  from  the  points  of  supply  and  support, 
with  the  consequent  diflSculties  and  dangers,  and  the  pos- 
sibility that  the  conveying  fleet  might  be  overpowered  by  a 
•uperior  force,  and  the  whole  expedition  captured  or  de- 


stroyed. All  these  are  considerations  which  no  prudent 
statesman,  directing  such  an  enterprise,  will  overlook. 
But  beyond  there  is  a  question  bearing  more  directly  upon 
the  point  under  examination.  Is  there  any  object  to  be  at- 
tained, sufficiently  important  to  justify  the  risk  of  placing 
a  body  oT  land  troops  before  one  of  these  works,  too  strong 
to  be  carried  by  a  coup  de  mairiy  and  endeavoring  to  de- 
stroy its  defences  by  a  regular  investment?  I  think  there 
can  be  none. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  no  nation  would  embark  in  the 
Quixotic  enterprise  of  conquering  this  country.  Any  army, 
therefore,  thrown  upon  our  coast,  would  push  forward  with 
some  definite  object,  to  be  attained  by  a  prompt  movement, 
and  by  vigorous  exertions.  Our  experience,  more  than  half 
a  century  ago,  demonstrated  that  an  invading  force  could 
command  little  more  than  the  position  it  actually  occupied. 
The  system  of  fortifications  adopted  in  Europe  is  not  ap- 
plicable to  our  condition.  There  military  movements  must 
be  made  upon  great  avenues  of  communication,  natural  or 
artificial,  and  these  are  closed  or  defended  by  fortresses  con- 
structed with  all  the  skill  that  science  and  experience  can 
supply,  and  with  all  the  means  that  wealth  and  power  can 
command.  An  invadhig  army  must  carry  these  positions  by 
escalade  or  by  sieg^e,  or  leave  sufllident  detachments  to 
blockade  them,  oc  must  turn  them,  and  move  on  with  all 
the  difficulties  attending  the  interruption  of  their  communi- 
cation, and  with  the  dangers  which  such  a  force  in  their 
rear  must  necessarily  occasion.  Works  of  this  character  are 
keys  to  many  of  the  European  States,  whose  political  safety 
depends  upon  their  preservation.  Their  possession  enables 
their  Governments  to  meet  the  first  shock  of  war,  and  to 
prepare  their  arrangements,  political  or  military,  to  resist  or 
avert  the  coming  storm.  And  although,'  during  some  of 
the  wars  which  arose  out  of  the  French  Revolution,  when, 
from  causes  which  history  is  now  developing,  the  armies  of 
France  set  at  defiance  the  received  maxims  of  militaiy  ex- 
perience, and,  justifying  their  apparent  rashness  by  suc- 
cess, reduced,  with  unexampled  facility,  or  carried  on  their 
opcratious  almost  in  contempt  of  the  strongest  fortifications, 
the  subjugation  of  each  of  which  had  lH?on,  till  then,  the  ' 
work  of  a  campaign,  still  the  opinion  is  yet  entertained  by 
many,  that  this  system  of  defence  is  best  adapted  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  European  community. 

There  is  also  a  striking  difference  between  the  political 
situation  of  those  countries  and  that  of  ours,  which  gives 
to  these  defensive  preparations  a  character  of  importance 
which  can  never  apply  to  the  United  States.  The  posses- 
sion of  a  capital  in  the  eastern  hemisphere  is  too  often  the 
possession  of  the  kingdom.  Habits  of  feeling  and  opinion, 
political  associations,  and  all  other  causes,  combine  to  give 
to  the  metropolis  an  undue  ascendency.  Internal  parties 
contending  for  superiority,  and  external  enemies  aiming  at 
conquest,  equally  seek  to  gain  po  -session  of  the  seat  of 
Government.  And  the  most  careless  observer  of  the  events 
of  the  last  half  century  must  be  struck  with  the  fact  that  the 
fate  of  the  capitals  and  the  kingdoms  of  modem  Europe  are 
closely  connected  together.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
may  be  prudent  by  powerful  fortresses  to  bar  the  approaches 
to  these  favored  places,  and  frequently  to  construct  works 
to  defend  them  from  external  attack,  or  to  maintain  their 
occupation  against  internal  violence. 

But  there  is  nothing  like  this  in  our  countiy,  nor  can 
there  be  till  there  is  a  total  change  in  our  institutions.  Our 
seats  of  Government  are  merely  the  places  where  the  busi- 
ness of  the  proper  departments  is  conducted,  and  have  not 
themselves  the  slightest  influence  upon  any  courae  of  meas- 
ures, except  what  is  due  to  public  opinion  and  to  their  just 
share  of  it.  If  the  machine  itself  were  itinerant,  the  re- 
sult would  be  precisely  the  same.  Or  if,  by  any  of  the 
accidents  of  war  or  pestilence,  the  proper  authorities  were 
compelled  to  change  their  place  of  convocation,  the  change 
would  be  wholly  unOibservetL  eiccntt  ^^he  few  whose  per- 
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sonal  convenience  woultl  he  oAectcd  by  the  measure.  Nor 
have  our  commercial  capitals  any  more  preponderating  in- 
fluence than  our  political  ones.  And  although  their  cap- 
ture by  an  enemy,  and  the  probable  loss  of  property  and 
derangement  of  business  which  would  be  the  result,  might 
seriously  affect  the  community,  yet  it  would  not  produce 
the  slightest  effect  upon  the  social  or  political  systems  of 
tho  countr)'.  The  power  belongs  to  all,  and  is  exercised 
by  all. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  an  enemy  could  have  no 
inducement  to  hazard  an  expedition  against  any  of  our 
citivsi  under  the  expectation  that  their  capture  and  posses- 
sion would  lead  to  political  results  favorable  to  them. 
Washington  may  indeed  be  taken  again,  and  its  fall  would 
produce  the  same  emotion  which  was  every  where  felt, 
when  its  former  capture  was  known.  But  an  enemy  would 
retire  from  it  with  as  few  advantages  as  marked  it0  first 
abandonment,  and,  if  his  course  were  the  same,  with  as 
few  laurels  as  he  won  by  its  possession.  I  make  these  re- 
marks, becauBo  it  seems  to  me  that  some  of  the  principles 
of  the  European  system  of  fortificjitions  may  possibly  be 
transferred  to  this  country,  without  sufficient  attention  hav- 
ing been  given  to  those  circumstances,  both  geognraphical 
and  political,  which  require  a  plan  exclusively  adapted  to 
our  own  condition. 

I  consider  some  of  the  existing  and  projected  works  larger 
than  are  now  necessary,  and  calculated  for  exigencies  we 
ougdt  not,  with  the  prospects  before  us,  to  anticipate.  If 
■uch  is  the  fact,  tlie  objection  is  not  only  to  the  expense 
of  their  construction  and  preservation,  but  also  to  the  greater 
difficulty  of  defending  them,  and  the  increased  garrisons 
which  must  be  provided  and  maintained.  The  hypothesis 
upon  which  their  extent  has  been  determined,  is,  that  they 
may  be  exposed  to  investment,  both  seaward  and  landward, 
and  that  they  ought  to  be  capable  of  resisting  a  combined 
attack,  or,  in  other  words,  that  their  water  batteries  should 
be  sufficient  to  repel  an  assailing  squadron,  and  that  their 
land  defences  should  be  sufficient  to  resist  a  besieging  army. 

It  is  certain  that  whatever  works  wc  erect  should  be  so 
constructed  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  any  coup  de  main 
that  would  probably  be  attempted  against  them.  And  this 
capacity  must  depend  upon  their  exposure  and  upon  the 
facility  with  which  they  can  be  relieved.  But  this  propo- 
sition is  far  different  from  one  to  construct  them  upon  a 
scale  of  magnitude  which  presupposes  they  are  to  be  for- 
mally invested  by  a  powerful  land  force,  and  which  pro- 
vides for  their  ability  to  make  a  successful  resistance.  A 
dashing  military  or  naval  officer  may  be  willing  to  risk 
something  to  get  possession  of  an  insulated  post  by  a  prompt 
movement,  expecting  to  accomplish  his  enterprise  before 
bis  adversary  can  be  prepared,  or  succor  obtained;  and  this, 
evpn  when  he  looks  to  no  other  advantage  Uian  die  capture 
of  the  garrison,  and  the  effect  which  a  brilliant  exploit  is 
calculated  to  produce:  and  when  he  is  aware  that  he  must 
abandon  bis  conquest  with  as  much  celerity  as  he  attained 
it.  But  formal  investments  of  fortified  places,  with  all 
their  difficulties,  and  expense,  and  uncertainty,  are  only 
undertaken  when  there  is  some  object  of  corresponding  im- 
portance to  be  expected.  We  have  works  constructed, 
which  it  would  require  armies  to  reduce.  Have  we  any 
reason  to  anticipate  that  they  will  be  assailed  by  a  force 
proportioned  to  their  magnitude? 

I  have  already  remarked  that  a  European  Power  cannot 
expect  to  retain  permanent  possession  of  any  part  of  this 
country.  If,  therefore,  he  succeed  in  overcoming  or  elu- 
ding our  fleets,  and  is  prepared  with  a  respectable  land  force, 
and  ready  to  risk  its  employment  upon  our  territoiy,  he 
can  land  at  many  points  which  we  cannot  close  against 
him.  His  debarkation  is  not  a  question  of  practicability, 
but  of  expediency.  If  a  safe  harbor  or  roadstead  offer  it- 
self, and  there  is  no  defensive  work  to  prevent  his  approach, 
be  win,  of  course,  land  at  the  nearest  point  to  the  object 


of  his  marauding  enterprise.  If  there  is  such  a  work,  it 
will  be  a  question  of  calculation  whether  it  is  better  to  at- 
tack and  carry  it,  or  to  seek  another,  though  more  distant, 
p«int  of  debarkation.  I  think  there  can  be  but  little  doubt 
but  there  are  few,  if  any,  positions  in  our  (»untiy  which 
an  enemy  would  not,  under  such  circumstances,  avcnJ.  He 
would  be  aware  of  the  facility  of  communication  which 
our  rivers,  canals,  and  railroads  afibrd,  of  the  powerful  use 
we  should  be  prepared  to  make  of  steam,iii  its  various  farms 
of  application,  and  of  the  immense  force  which,  in  a  short 
time,  could  be  concentrated  upon  a  given  point;  and  it  is 
scarcely  within  the  limits  of  possibility  that  he  would  ven- 
ture, formally,  to  besiege  one  of  our  forts,  or,  if  he  did, 
that  he  would  not  repent  his  rashness.  Neither  the  co- 
operation of  his  fleet,  nor  the  nearer  proximity  of  the 
place  of  landing  to  the  object  of  attack,  would  induce  hioi 
to  seek  these  advantages  at  the  cost  which  must  attend  the 
slow  process  of  besieging  a  fort,  when,  by  removing  to 
another  position,  he  would  land  in  safety,  and  save  in  time, 
in  promptness  of  movement,  and  in  his  escape  from  the 
perils  of  a  doubtful  contest,  more  than  he  would  lose  by 
I  the  difference  in  distance. 

I  am  aware  it  may  be  objected  that  the  weakness  of  a 

I  work  might  tempt  an  enemy  to  attack  it,  and  that  it  may 

,  be  supposed  the  power  of  some  of  our  fortifications  to  resist 

I  a  seige  may  hereafter  furnish  the  true  reason  why  they  may 

I  not  be  compelled  to  encounter  one.     Certainly  the  stronger 

'  a  work  is,  the  less  will  it  be  exposed  to  danger.     But  this 

'  would  not  furnish  a  sufficient  reason  for  making  its  defiences 

out  of  reasonable  proportion  to  its  exposure.     The  true 

inquiry  is,  what  circumstances  will  probably  induce  and 

enable  an  enemy  to  assail  a  given  point,  and   with  what 

force;  and  how  can  we  best  meet  and  repel  himi     And  I 

believe  a  just  consideration  of  this  proposition  will  lead  to 

the  conclusion  that  there  are  scarcely  any  positions  in  our 

country  where  an  enemy  would  venture  to  set  down  befbn 

a  work  too  strong  to  resist  a  coup  de  tiuUn,     In  the  view, 

therefore,  which  I  take  of  this  whole  subject,   it  will  be 

perceived  that  I  do  not  merely  suppose  an  enemy  will  not 

invest  our  larger  works,  but  that  they  would  not  do  so  were 

these  works  much  inferior  to  what  they  are,  both  in  their 

dimensions  and  construction. 

What  object  would  justify  an  enemy  in  attempting  to 
land  an  army  upon  our  coasti     He  would  not  expect  to 
lay  waste  the  country,  for  such  a  mode  of  war£u^  is  not 
to  be  anticipated  in  the  present  state  of  society.     Ail  that, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  he  could  accom- 
plish, would  he  to  gain  sudden  possession  of  a  town,  and 
,  levy  contributions,  or  to  destroy  a  naval  establishment,  com- 
mercial or  military,  and  precipitately  retire  to  bis  ships  be- 
I  fore  his  operations  could  be  prevented,  or  his  retreat  inter- 
I  cepted.     I  cannot,  therefore,  concur  in  the  suggestion  made 
I  in  the  Engineer  report,  that  the  first  of  the  thi«e  great 
objects  to  be  attained  by  the  fortifications  of  the  first  class 
I  should  be  to  "  prevent  an  enemy  from  forming  a  permanent 
'  or  even  a  momentary  establishment  in  the  countiy."    It  is 
I  not  suited  to  the  present  and  prospective  situation  of  the 
'  United  States.     I  underetand   the  establishments   herein 
contemplated  are  not  the  temporary  occupation  of  naval 
arsenals  and  cities  for  the  purpose  of  destruction  or  plun- 
der, because  these  objects  are  specially  enumerated,  but  are 
lodgments,  where  armies  may  be  stationed,  and  whence 
they  may  iuue  to  commit  inroads  into  the  country. 

I  refer,  in  these  remarks,  to  our  maritime  coast  general- 
ly.    There  are,  no  doubt,  certain  points  less  equal  to  self- 
defence  tlian  others,  and  where  the  preparation  must  be 
;  greater.     Of  this  class  is  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi,  not 
'  only  in  consequence  of  its  many  avenues  of  fq}proach,  but 
;  because  its  gi-eat  natural  highway  does  not,  at  present,  al- 
I  low  those  lateral  supplies  of  the  penonnel,  which,  from  geo- 
;  graphical  formation  and  from  the  state  of  the  settlements, 
can  be  speedily  thrown  upon  most  other  points  of  the  coun- 
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try.  This  region,  however,  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
UM  of  steam  batteries,  and  they  will  form  its  principal  means 
of  defence. 

To  apply  these  remarks  to  the  plan  of  fortifications  part- 
ly completed  and  partly  projected.  Fort  Monroe,  at  Old 
Point  Comfort,  covers  about  sixty-three  acres  of  ground, 
and  requires,  by  the  estimates  of  the  Engineer  department 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  men  to  garrison  it  in  time  of 
war.  Its  full  armament  consists  of  412  pieces,  of  different 
descriptions  and  caliber.  I  have  been  desiruus  of  compa-  < 
ring  its  superficial  extent  with  some  of  the  European  fortress- 
es; but  the  necessary  information  could  not  be  obtained  with- 
in the  short  time  that  could  be  allowed  for  the  inquiry.  I 
understand  from  General  Gratiot,  however,  that  it  is  prob 
ably  larger  than  almost  any  of  the  single  works  in  Europe 
which  do  not  enclose  towns  within  their  circuit.  Drink- 
water,  in  his  History  of  the  Siege  of  Gibraltar,  states  that 
672  guns  were  mounted  upon  that  fortress. 

The  object  to  be  attained  by  Fort  Monroe,  in  conjunction 
with  Fort  Calhoun,  intended  to  mount  232  guns,  is  to  pre- 
vent an  enemy  from  entering  Hampton  Roads,  a  safe  and 
convenient  roadstead.  This  object  is  important,  because 
this  bay  is  perfectly  landlocked,  and  has  sufi[icient  depth  of 
water  for  the  largest  vessels,  and  is,  withal,  so  near  the 
capes  of  the  Chesopeake,  that  it  fumishcs  the  best  station 
which  an  enemy  could  occupy  for  annoying  our  commerce, 
and  for  committing  depredations  upon  the  shores  of  that  ex- 
tensive estuory.  But  these  works  do  not  command  the  en- 
trance into  the  Chesapeake;  nor  is  Hampton  Roads  the  on- 
ly safe  anchorage  for  a  hostile  fleet.  Their  possession, 
therefore,  does  not  exclude  au  enemy  from  these  waters, 
though  they  will  compel  him  to  resort  to  less  convenient 
positions  from  whence  to  corry  on  his  enterprises.  A  hos- 
tile squadron  reaching  the  Chesai^eake,  and  finding  the  en- 
tnmce  into  Hampton  Roads  guarded  by  sufficient  works, 
though  much  less  extensive  than  those  at  Fort  Monroe, 
would  necessarily  consider  whether  the  possession  of  that 
roadstead  is  so  important  as  to  justify  the  debarkotton  of  a 
large  body  of  land  troops,  and  to  attempt  to  carry  the  works 
by  regular  approaches;  and  this  in  the  face  of  the  strenuous 
efforts  which  would  be  made  to  relieve  it  by  all  the  aids 
afforded  by  the  most  improved  facilities  of  communication, 
and  by  the  light  and  heavy  steam  batteries  which,  upon  the 
approach  of  war,  would  be  launched  upon  the  Chesapeake, 
and  which,  during  periods  of  calm  or  in  certain  winds, 
could  approach  the  hostile  ships,  and  drive  them  from  their 
anchorage  or  compel  them  to  surrender,  and  most  of  which, 
from  their  draught  of  water,  could  take  refuge  in  the  inlets 
that  other  armed  vesselii  could  not  enter.  And  even  if  the 
works  were  carried,  they  could  not  be  i^iaintained  without 
the  most  enormous  expense,  nor,  in  fkct,  without  efforts 
which  no  Government  three  thousand  miles  off  could  well 
moke;  and  all  this  while  Lynnhaven  bay,  York  bay,  the 
Rappahannock,  Tangier  island,  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac, 
and  many  other  places,  furnish  secure  anchorage,  and  are 
positions  fit>m  which  an  enemy,  having  the  superiority, 
could  not  be  excluded,  and  while,  in  fact,  a  great  part  of 
the  Chesapeake  may  be  considered  as  affording  good  anchor- 
age ground  for  large  ships.  Neither  of  them  is  equal  to 
Hampton  Roads,  but  most  or  all  of  them  furnish  stations 
for  occupation  and  observation  which  would  render  it  un- 
necessary to  purchase  the  superior  advantages  of  Hampton 
Roads  by  the  sacrifice  and  hazard  which  would  attend  the 
effort  The  occlusion  of  this  roadstead  does  not  secure  Nor- 
folk, important  as  it  is,  from  its  commerce  and  navy  yard;  it 
only  prevents  the  access  of  ships  of  war  to  it,  and  against 
these  there  is  an  interior  line  of  defence,  which  may  be  con- 
sidered OS  accessary  to,  and,  if  necessary,  independent  of, 
the  other.  And  a  land  force,  deeming  the  destruction  of  j 
the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk  a  suAcient  object  to  justify  such  ! 
an  expedition,  would  not  set  down  befbre  Fort  Monroe,  if . 
its  scale  of  defence  were  far  inferior  to  what  it  now  is,  but . 


would  debark  at  Lynnhaven*bay,  where  there  is  no  imped- 
iment, and  march  in  five  or  six  hours  through  an  open  coun- 
try to  Norfolk. 

New  York  is,  in  every  point  of  view,  our  most  impor- 
tant harbor,  and  its  defences  should  provide  for  every  rea^ 
sonable  contingency,  llie  Engineer  report  recommends  three 
classes  of  works:  an  exterior  one  for  the  protection  of  the 
harbor;  an  interior  one  to  shut  up  Roritan  bay;  and  a  third 
to  prevent  a  hostile  fleet  from  approaching  the  city  through 
the  sound,  nearer  than  the  vicinity  of  Throg's  Point.  The 
importance  of  the  first  class  cannot  be  doubted.  That  of 
the  second  depends  on  the  value  of  Raritan  bay  to  an  enemy 
as  an  anchorage  ground,  and  on  the  utility  of  excluding 
him  from  a  landing  at  Gravescnd  bay,  upon  Long  Island, 
whence  an  army  could  march,  without  obstruction,  to  Brook- 
lyn and  New  York.  The  third  is  proposed  to  be  erected, 
in  order  to  bar  his  access  to  the  lower  part  of  the  sound,  or, 
m<>re  accurately  speaking,  to  prevent  his  reaching  Hell-gate, 
a  natural  barrier,  which  no  fleet  could  pass,  and  which,  is 
within  ten  miles  of  the  city.  Here,  if  his  aim  were  New 
York,  he  would  land,  and  would  find  no  works  to  prevent 
his  approach.  The  two  forts  proposed  to  be  erected  at 
Throg's  Neck  and  Wilkins's  Point,  eight  miles  further  up 
the  sound,  would  compel  him  to  debark  beyond  the  reach 
of  their  guns,  and  would  thus  add  that  distance  to  bis 
march,  while,  on  the  north  shore,  Harlem  river  would  be 
interposed  between  him  and  the  city.  On  the  Long  Island 
side  there  would  be  no  difference  but  that  occasioned  by  the 
distance. 

It  is  obvious,  then,  that,  in  the  consideration  of  this  plan, 
involving  an  estimated  expenditure,  in  the  aggregate,  of 
S%807,969,  and  efficient  garrisons,  in  time  of  war,  of  nine 
thousand  men,  a  close  investigation  should  be  made  into 
all  the  circumstances  likely  to  influence  the  operations  of  an 
enemy.  Is  the  anchorage  ground  between  the  Narrows 
and  Sandy  Hook  of  sufficient  value  to  an  enemy,  looking 
to  the  risk  of  his  occupation  of  the  coast,  and  to  the  doubts 
that  may  be  reasonably  entertained  of  the  result  of  so  great 
an  experiment,  to  be  carried  on,  in  fact,  in  tlie  sea,  to  au- 
thorize the  commencement  of  these  works  without  a  new 
examination?  Or  is  the  probability  of  the  disembarkation 
of  an  army  at  Gravescnd  bay,  in  preference  to  some  other 
point  upon  the  coast  of  Long  Island,  if  a  convenient  one 
exists,  so  great  as  to  require  these  preparations?  The  some 
questions  may  be  asked  rcspeiting  Wilkins's  Point.  The 
work  at  Throg's  Point  is  in  the  process  of  construction;  and 
as  the  river  is  only  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  wide  at  this 
place,  I  think  its  completion  would  be  sufficient  for  this  line 
of  defence  till  the  proposed  general  examination  can  take 
place. 

The  situation  of  New  York  affords  a  fine  theatre  for  the 
operation  of  floating  batteries;  and  whether  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  them  would  secure  it  firom  the  designs  of  an  enemy, 
better  than  the  full  completion  of  the  extensive  system  of 
permanent  fortifications  recommended,  is  a  questiop  deserv- 
ing investigation.  Such  an  investigation  I  recommend; 
and  after  all  the  necessary  facts  and  considerations  are  pre- 
sented, tho  Government  should  proceed  to  place  this  com- 
mercial metropolis  of  the  country  in  a  state  of  security. 

The  works  at  Newport  cover  about  twenty  acres,  and 
will  mount  468  guns,  and  will  need  for  their  defence  about 
two  thousand  four  hundred  men.  I  cannot,  myself,  foresee 
the  existence  of  any  circumstances  which  now  call  for  a 
fortress  of  this  magnitude  in  the  very  heart  of  New  England, 
constructed,  not  merely  to  command  the  harbor  of  Newport, 
but  to  resist  a  siege  which  would,  probably,  require  neaily 
twenty  thousand  men  to  carry  it  on.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
jecture what  adequate  motive  could  induce  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment to  detach  a  fleet  and  army  upon  this  enterprise. 
The  expense  would  be  enormous.  The  French  army  that 
invaded  Egypt  was  less  than  40,000  men,  and  required  for 
its  protection  and  transportation  between  50(Mmd  600  ves- 
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8p1«.  The  army  that  conquered  Algiers  was  about  equal  in 
force»  and  required,  it  is  said,  about  400  transports,  besides 
the  ships  of  war.  This  scale  of  preparation  for  enterprises 
afcainst  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  may  enable  us  to 
form  some  conception  of  the  arrangements  that  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  send  across  the  ocean  to  this  country,  in  the  pres- 
ent day  of  its  power,  an  expedition  strong  enough  to  form 
an  establishment  upon  our  shores,  and  to  furnish  it  with 
supplies  necessary  to  its  subsistence  and  operation. 

It  has  been  supposed,  indeed,  by  the  board  of  engineers, 
that  an  army  would  find  sufficient  reason  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  consideration  that  it  would  af- 
fbrd  a  secure  lodgment  whence  expeditions  could  be  sent  to 
every  part  of  our  coast.  But  it  is  to  be  obseryed  that  no 
part  of  Narragansett  bay  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  a 
hostile  fleet,  watching  that  part  of  our  coast.  Gardiner's 
bay,  in  that  vicinity,  is  a  most  safe  and  convenient  station, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  British  during  almost  the  whole 
of  the  late  war;  and  it  is  pretty  clear  that  it  cannot  be  de- 
fended by  any  stationary  fortifications  that  can  be  construct- 
ed. If  it  can,  by  floating  batteries,  so  may  Narragansett 
bay,  and  the  enemy  thus  be  prevented  from  occupying  the 
ktter  also,  vrithout  these  extensive  arrangements,  requiring, 
after  Fort  Adams  shall  have  been  completed  at  an  expense 
af  one  million  three  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  dollars, 
four  other  forts  and  a  tea  wall  to  be  couMtructed,  and 
dleven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand  dollars  to  be  ex- 
pended. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  most  prudent  forecast  ought  to 
lead  to  the  apprehension  that  a  force  competent  to  seize 
such  a  position  would  be  sent  to  our  country,  or  that  any 
eireumstances  could  enable  them  to  maintain  it  in  the  face 
of  the  vigorous  efforts  that  would  be  made  to  recover  it,  and 
in  the  midst  of  a  country  abounding  in  ail  the  means  to 
give  effect  to  their  exertionx.  But  perhaps  the  most  stri- 
king objection  to  the  completion  of  this  extensive  plan  is, 
that,  under  no  possible  circumstance,  can  it  effect  the  de- 
sired object.  That  object,  if  I  understand  it,  is  not  the 
mere  exclusion  of  an  enemy  from  Rhode  Island,  but  it  is  to 
prevent  him  ftom  taking  possession  of  a  safe  and  convenient 
position,  whence  he  could  detach  his  forces,  by  means  of 
his  naval  superiority,  to  any  other  part  of  the  coast,  which 
would  thus  be  exposed  to  his  depredations. 

The  value  of  Gardincr*s4>ay,  as  a  place  of  naval  rendez- 
vous, I  have  already  described.  Block  island,  in  its  neigh- 
borhood, could  be  occupied  by  troops  desiring  only  a  lodg- 
ment; and  so  could  Nantucket  island  and  Martha's  Vine- 
yard, and  these  are  only  a  few  hours'  sail  from  Narragan- 
sett bay.  Buzzard's  bay  is  also  a  safe  and  capacious  harbor, 
which  cannot  be  defended,  and  Martha's  Vineyard  sound 
affords  commodious  places  of  anchorage.  A  fleet  riding  in 
these  moorings  would  have  under  its  command  all  the 
islands  in  this  group,  and  could  secure  its  communications 
with  its  land  forces,  encampetl  upon  them,  which  would 
thus  be  enabled,  at  any  proper  time,  to  throw  itself  upon 
other  parts  of  the  coast.  It  may  be  doubted,  if  there  were 
not  a  cannon  mounted  upon  Rhode  Island,  whether  an 
enemy,  acquainted  with  the  topography  and  resources  of 
this  country,  would  select  it  as  his  place  of  arms,  if  I  may 
so  term  it,  when  there  are  islands  in  the  neighborhood  which 
would  answer  this  purpose  nearly  as  well,  and  where  he 
would  be  in  perfect  safety  as  long  as  he  could  maintain  his 
naval  ascendency;  and  longer  than  that  he  could  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  occupy  Rhode  Island.  And  if  I  rightly 
appreciate  the  strength  and  spirit  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
his  tenure,  in  any  event,  would  be  short  and  difficult.  I  do 
not  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  Rhode  Island  should  not 
be  defended.  I  think  it  should  be;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
precautions  should  be  taken  against  events  which  are  not 
likely  to  happen.  As  there  is  no  naval  establishment  here, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  any  question  concerning 
defensive  arrangemenu  exduiivcly  connected  with  that 
olDject. 


It  will  be  perceived,  also,  that  it  is  proposed  to  fortify 
Mount  Desert  island,  on  the  coast  of  Maine,  and  that  the 
expense  is  estimated  at  five  hundred  thousand  doUars,  and 
the  number  of  the  garrison  competent  to  maintain  it  at  one 
thousand  men.  This  proposition  is  founded,  not  on  the 
value  of  this  harbor  to  us,  for  iu  posaesses  little,  and  is,  in 
effect,  unoccupied,  but  on  account  of  its  importance  to  &e 
enemy.  Were  there  no  other  secure  position  they  coaVA 
occupy  in  that  quarter,  and  which  could  not  be  defended,  1 
should  thin\  the  views  submitted  upon  this  branch  of  the 
subject  entitled  to  great  weight.  But  there  ere  many  in- 
dentations upon  this  coast,  affording  safe  anchorage,  and 
which  are  either  not  capable  of  being  defended,  or,  from 
their  great  number,  would  involve  an  enormoua  expense, 
which  no  sound  views  of  the  subject  could  justify.  An 
enemy,  therefore,  cannot  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  sta- 
tioning himself  upon  this  coast  And  before  this  expendi- 
ture of  Mount  Desert  island  irencountered,  it  onght  to  In 
clearly  ascertained  that  the  difference,  in  its  practical  ad- 
vantages to  an  enemy,  between  the  occupation  of  Mount 
Desert  island  and  that  of  some  of  the  other  roadsteads  in 
this  quarter,  incapable  of  defence,  would  be  snfficiendy 
great  to  warrant  this  measure.  My  present  impracaicMn  is, 
that  it  would  not. 

And  on  the  subject  of  roadsteads,  generally,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  depending  on  their  local  positions^  I  am  incli- 
ned to  the  opinion  that  any  attempt  to  fortify  them  would  be 
injudicious.  1  do  not  speak  of  harbors  and  inlets  which 
are  occupied  by  cities  and  towns,  but  of  mere  anchorage 
grounds,  deriving  their  value  from  the  sheltrr  they  afford. 
If  all  could  be  defended,  and  an  enemy  excluded  from  them, 
the  advantages  would  justify  any  leasonaUe  expenditure. 
But  this  is  impracticable;  and  I  doubt  whether  the  circum- 
stances in  which  most  of  them  differ  give  such  marked  su- 
periority to  those  we  can  defend  over  those  we  cannot,  as 
to  lead  to  any  attempt  to  fortify  them,  in  the  first  instance, 
and  to  maintain  garrisons  in  them  during  a  war. 

I  have  adverted  to  these  particular  cases,  in  order  to  pre- 
sent my  vie^s  more  distinctly  than  I  could  do  by  mere 
general  observations;  certainly  not  ftom  the  remotest  de- 
sign of  criticising  the  reports  and  the  labors  of  the  able 
professional  men  to  whom  the  subject  has  been  referred, 
nor  of  pursuing  the  investigation  into  any  further  detail. 

I  consider  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  afford  adequate 
protection  to  the  seacoast  a  subject  of  paramount  obliga- 
tion; and  I  believe  we  are  called  upon,  by  every  connder- 
ation  of  policy,  to  push  the  necessary  arrangements  as  rap- 
idly as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  and  the  proper 
execution  of  the  work  will  allow.  I  think  evety  town 
large  enough  to  tempt  the  cupidity  of  an  enemy  ahouk]  be 
defended  by  works,  fixed  or  floating,  suited  to  Its  local 
position,  and  sufficiently  extensive  to  resist  snch  attempts 
as  would  probably  be  made  against  it  There  will,  of 
course,  after  laying  down  such  a  general  rule,  be  naudi 
latitude  of  discretion  in  its  application.  Upon  this  hrandi 
of  the  subject,  I  would  give  to  the  opinion  of  the  engineer 
officers  great  and  almost  controlling  weight,  after  tlie  proper 
limitations  are  established.  These  rehits,  principally «  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  worics;  and  if  I  am  correct  in  the 
views  I  have  taken  of  this  branch  of  Uie  subject,  a  cbsuige 
in  the  system  proposed  is  necessary.  Works  ^onld  not 
be  projected  upon  the  presumption  that  they  are  to  be  expo- 
sed to,  and  must  be  capable  of  resisting,  the  attacks  of  a 
European  army,  with  its  battering  train,  and  all  its  prep- 
arations for  a  regular  siege.  Neither  our  relative  circmn- 
stances,  nor  those  of  any  nation  vrith  whidi  we  shall  prob- 
ably be  brought  into  conflict,  can  justify  us  in  suc^  an 
anticipation.  All  the  defences  should  be  projected  upon  a 
scale  proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  plaoe»  and 
should  be  calculated  to  resist  any  naval  attack,  and  any 
sudden  assault  that  a  body  of  land  troops  might  make  iipon 
them.  But  further  than  this,  it  aapeazsvto^maj  we  xmsbt 
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not  to  go.  1^6  resulto  at  Stonington,  at  Mobile  Point, 
«t  Fort  JackfloD,  and  at  Baltimore,  during  the  late  war, 
show  that  formidable  armaments  may  be  successfully  resist- 
ed with  apparently  inferior  means.  These,  indeed,  do  not 
famish  examples  to  be  followed,  as  to  the  scale  of  our  prep- 
arations; but  they  show  what  stationary  batteries  have 
done  in  oar  countxy  against  shipe  of  war. 
.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  great  object  of  our  fortifica- 
tions is  to  exclude  a  naval  force  from  our  harbors.  This 
end  they  ought  fully  to  answer;  and  in  this  problem  there 
are  two  conditions  to  be  fulfilled: 

1st.  That  they  be  able  to  resist  any  naval  batteries  that 
will  probably  be  placed  against  them;  and 

2d.  That  they  be  also  able  to  resist  any  coup  de  main  or 
esealade  which  might  be  attempted  by  land. 

An  open  batteiy,  under  many  circumstances,  might  ful- 
fil the  first  condition,  but  not  the  second,  and  therefore 
these  works  diould  be  closed  and  regularly  constructed.  It 
is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  proper  boondary  between  the 
magnitude  and  nature  of  the  works  neoessaiy  to  attain  the 
objects  indicated,  and  those  Tequired  to  resist,  successfully, 
a  formal  investment,  will  sometimes  become  a  matter  of 
doubt;  nor  that  dreumstances  may  not  be  stated  which 
might  induce  an  enemy  to  open  his  trenches  against  one  of 
these  works,  because  its  capacity  for  defence  was  not  great- 
er. That  capacity,  however,  with  relation  to  the  question 
under  consideration,  has  a  fer  more  intimate  connexion 
with  the  magnitude  than  with  the  form  of  the  works,  be- 
cause, if  unnecessarily  large,  they  entail  upon  the  country 
a  serious  evil  in  the  increased  means  for  their  defence,  in- 
dependently of  the  additional  expense  in  their  construction. 
It  is  principally,  therefore,  in  the  lattter  point  of  view  that  I 
have  presented  the  doubts  which  I  have  expressed  upon 
this  point 

Among  the  hypothetical  cases  heietofore  stated  by  the 
board  of  engineers,  was  one  which  supposed  that  an  army 
of  twenty  thousand  men  might  be  assembled  upon  one  of 
the  flanks  of  our  coast,  and  that  we  ought  to  be  prepared, 
at  every  important  point,  to  resist  the  first  shock  of  such  a 
force.  I  have  already  glanced  at  the  reasons,  geographical, 
political,  financial,  and  prudential,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
leave  little  room  to  expect  that  any  enemy  will,  hereafter, 
project  an  enterprise  of  this  magnitude,  so  certain  in  its  ex- 
pense, so  uncertain  in  its  result,  and  so  disproportioned  to 
any  object  which  could  probably  be  attained.  And  the  sug- 
gestion which  was  made  by  the  board,  of  defending  the 
city  of  Washington,  by  woiks  erected  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Patuxent,  proceeds  upon  similar  views.  Our  navy,  our 
floating  batteries,  our  means  of  communication  and  concen- 
tration, seem  to  me  far  betur  adapted  to  the  defence  of  this 
city  than  forts  at  the  distance  of  nearly  fifty  miles,  whose 
principal  effect,  if  an-  enemy  were  resolved  upon  the  enter- 
prise, would  be  to  compel  him  to  make  a  detour  in  his  expe- 
dition, or  which  would  send  him  to  some  part  of  the  coast 
of  the  bay  between  the  Patuxent  and  Annapolis,  or  into 
the  Potomac,  where  his  descent  would  be  uninterrupted, 
and  where  he  would  be  but  little,  if  any,  further  from  Wash- 
ington than  at  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Patuxent. 

Even  during  the  last  war,  when  the  navy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain rode  triumphant  upon  the  ocean,  but  one  serious  at- 
tempt was  made  to  force  an  entrance  into  a  fortified  har- 
bor, and  that  was  unsuccessful.     The  gteatest  possible 
force  which  can  be  brought,  and  the  greatest  possible  re- 
sistance which  can  be  applied,  do  not  constitute  a  practical 
rule  for  the  construction  of  our  fixed  defences.     Moral  con- 
siderations must  also  have  weight.     Probabilities  must  be 
examined.     The  power  of  the  permanent  batteries  is  one 
of  the  elements  of  security.     So  are  the  dangers  of  disper-  | 
sion,  and  shipwreck,  and  all  the  hazards  of  a  distant  expe-  ' 
dition,  as  these  must  operate  on  the  councils  of  any  coun-  ' 
try  meditating  such  an  enterprise,  the  efforts  of  our  navy,  ' 
tlie  co-<^»eration  of  the  floating  defences,  and  the  troops  i 


which  may  bo  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  upon  his  debark- 
ation or  march. 

In  submitting  these  reflections,  I  am  desirous  only  of  dis- 
charging the  duty  confided  to  me.  I  am  gratified  that  the 
whole  subject  wiU  be  presented  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
g^ress  in  a  systematic  form,  and  that  the  principles  of  its  fu- 
ture prosecution  can  now  be  settled.  The  plan  originally 
devised  was  recommended  upon  great  consuleration,  and, 
at  the  time  its  initiatory  measures  were  adopted,  was  calcu- 
lated for  the  state  of  the  country.  We  had  just  come  out 
of  a  severe  struggle,  and  had  felt  the  want  of  adequate  prep- 
aration, and,  above  all,  we  had  seen  and  deplored  the  cir- 
cumstances which  gave  the  enemy  undisturbed  possession 
of  the  Chesi|>eake,  and  its  disastrous  consequences;  and 
it  was  to  be  expected  that  our  arrangements  for  fUturs  de- 
fence should  be  planned  upon  the  then  existing  state  of 
things.  I  imagioe  there  were  few  who  did  not  concur  in 
this  sentiment.  Because,  therefore,  some  of  our  works, 
from  the  wonderful  advancement  of  the  country  in  all  the 
elements  of  power,  and  from  the  development  of  new  means 
of  annoyance,  are  larger  than  are  found  necessary  at  this 
time,  still  this  does  not  bring  into  question  the  wisdom  of 
the  original  measure.  And,  as  it  is,  they  are  most  valuable 
and  useful;  but  the  experience  we  have  acquired  may  be 
profitably  employed  in  re-examining  the  plans  proposed  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  system,  and  in  inquiring  whether  the 
change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try will  not  justify  a  corresponding  change  in  the  nature  of 
our  preparations,  and  whether  we  may  not  depend  more 
upon  floating  and  less  upon  stationary  defences. ' 

During  the  period  which  has  intervened  since  the  last 
war,  we  have  nearly  doubled  in  our  population,  and  all  our 
other  resources  have  probably  increaseid  in  a  still  greater 
ratio.  Certainly,  some  of  the  facilities  and  means  of  de- 
fence are  augmented  beyond  any  rational  expectations. 
The  power  of  transporting  troops  and  munitions  of  war  has 
already  opened  new  views  upon  this  subject;  and  such  is 
the  progress  and  probable  extent  of  the  new  system  of  in- 
teroommunicarion,  that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  al- 
most any  amount  of  physical  force  may  be  thrown,  in  a  few 
hours,  upon  any  point Uireatened  by  an  enemy.  Nashville 
may  succor  New  Orleans  in  sixty  hours;  Cincinnati  may 
aid  Charleston  in  about  the  same  time;  Pittsburg  will  re- 
quire but  twenty-four  hours  to  relieve  Baltimore,  and  troops 
from  that  city  and  from  Boston  may  leave  each  place  in  the 
morning,  and  meet  in  New  York  in  the  evening.  This 
wonderful  capacity  for  movement  increases,  in  efifoct,  some 
of  the  most  important  elements  of  national  power.  It  neu- 
tralizes one  of  the  great  advantages  of  an  assailing  force, 
choosing  its  point  of  attack,  and  possessing  the  necessary 
means  of  reaching  it.  Detachments  liable,  under  former 
circumstances,  to  be  cut  off  in  detail,  may  now  be  concen- 
trated without  delay,  and  most  of  the  garrisons  upon  the 
seaboard  may  be  brought  together,  and,  after  accomplishing 
the  object  of  their  concentration,  be  returned  to  their  sta- 
tions in  time  to  repel  any  attack  meditated  against  them. 

The  improvements  which  are  making  in  the  application 
of  steam  have  furnished  another  most  important  agent  in 
the  work  of  national  protection.  There  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  floating  batteries,  propelled  by  tjiis  agent,  will 
be  among  the  most  eflident  means  of  coast  defence.  In 
our  large  estuaries,  such  as  the  bays  of  New  York,  of  the 
Delaware,  and  of  the  Chesapeake,  they  will  be  found  in- 
dispensable; and  one  of  the  most  important  advantages  to 
be  anticipated  from  the  works  at  Old  Point  Comfort  is  the 
security  they  will  afibrd  to  the  floating  batteries  co-opera- 
ting with  them,  and  which  wUl  find  a  secure  shelter  in 
Hampton  Roads.  A  hostile  fleet,  about  to  enter  the  Ches- 
apeake, would  certainly  calculate  the  means  of  annoy- 
ance to  which  it  would  he  exposed  by  these  formidable  ves- 
sels. During  a  calm  they  would  take  a  distant  position, 
insuring  their  own  safety,  while,  with#tlieLL  heaurignns, 
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they  might  cripple  and  destroy  the  enemy:  and  their  power 
of  moUon  would  enable  them,  under  almost  all  circum- 
stances, to  approach  the  fleet,  and  to  retire,  when  necessa- 
ry, where  they  could  not  be  pursued.  I  think  it  doubtful 
whether  a  squadron  would  anchor  in  the  Chesapeake,  or 
proceed  up  it,  if  a  competent  number  of  these  batteries  were 
maintained  and  placed  ill  proper  positions. 

These  considerations  may  well  lead  us  to  doubt  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  extensive  permanent  works,  while  their  non- 
existence at  the  time  the  system  was  adc^ted  justifies  the 
views  which  then  prevailed;  and,  without  advancing  any 
rash  conjecture,  we  may  anticipate  such  improvements  in 
this  branch  of  the  public  service  as  will  make  it  the  most 
efKcicnt  means  of  coast  defence.  These  vessels,  properly 
constructed,  may  become  floating  forts  almost  equal  to  per- 
manent fortifications  in  their  power  of  annoyance  and  de- 
fence, and  in  other  advantages  far  superior  to  them.  Being 
transferable  defences,  they  can  be  united  upon  any  point, 
and  a  few  of  them  be  thus  enabled  to  protect  various 
places.  We  have  be«n  brought  by  circumstances  to  a  more 
rigid  investigation  of  our  means  of  defence,  and  to  a  re-ex- 
amination of  the  whole  subject.  After  an  interval  of  twen- 
ty years  of  tranquiUity,  public  sentiment  and  the  attention 
of  the  Government  were,  by  unexpected  circumstances, 
more  forcibly  directed  to  this  matter.  The  result  cannot 
fail  to  be  advantageous.  The  whole  subject  can  be  now 
re-examined  by  Congress,  with  all  the  benefits  *  which 
^  iduch  experience  has  bvought,  and  with  the  advantage  of 
adaptyigithe  system  to  the  a<?vaiiced  state  of  the  country. 

I'here  are  two  bills  for  fortifications  now  pending  before 
Congress.  One  before  the  House,  amounting  to  $2, 180,000, 
mS  intended  to  prosecute  works  already  actually  commen- 
ced. The  estimiites  for  this  bill  may  therefore  he  consid- 
ered necessary  in  themselves,  under  any  view  of  the  gen- 
eral subject,  and  not  unreasonable  in  amount  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  Mcaad%  they  include  the  operations  of  two  years. 
The  incidental  expenses,  however,  may  be  safely  reduced 
one  half,  as  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  make  such  extensive 
repairs  as  were  considered  requisite  when  the  estimates 
were  prepared. 

l^he  bill  pending  before  the  Senate  contains  appropria- 
tions for  nineteen  new  works,  and  for  the  sum  of  9600,000, 
to  te  expended  for  steam  batteries.  I'he  estimates  on 
which  tliis  bill  was  founded  were  prepared  at  a  time  when 
prudence  required  that  arrangements  should  be  made  for 
a  different  state  of  things  from  that  which  now  exibts.  An 
examination  of  the  general  system  of  defence  was  not  then 
expedient;  and  Uic  moans  of  protecting  the  most  OA-posed 
points,  agreeably  to  information  previously  collected,  were 
asked  of  Congress.  It  was  no  time  then  to  stop,  and,  in- 
stead of  prosecuting  e»tablij$hed  plans  vigorously,  to  lose 
the  period  of  action  by  survcyn,  and  examinations,  and  dis- 
cussions. But  the  opportunity  is  now  afibrded,  without 
danger  to  the  public  interest,  of  applying  the  principles  sug- 
g^ted  to  the  works  under  consideration. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fortifications  at  the  follow- 
ing places,  enumerated  in  this  bill,  will  be  necessary: 

At  Penobscot  bay,  for  the  protection  of  Bangor,  &c.; 
at  Kennebeck  river;  at  Portland;  at  Portsmouth;  at  8alem; 
at  New  Bedford;  at  New  London;  upon  Staten  Island;  at 
SoUers's  Flats;  a  redoubt  on  Federal  Point;  for  the  Baran- 
cas;  for  Fort  St.  Philip. 

These  proposed  works  all  command  the  approach  to 
plac^  sufficiently  important  to  justify  Uicir  construction 
under  any  circum<$tances  that  will  probably  exist.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  the  public  interest  would  be  promoted  by 
the  passage  of  the  necessary  appropriations  for  them.  As 
t»oon  as  these  are  made,  such  of  the»e  positions  as  may  ap- 
pear to  require  it  can  be  examined,  and  the  fonn  and  ex- 
tent of  the  works  adapted  to  existing  circumstances,  if  any 
change  be  desirable.  The  construction  of  those  not  needing 
exaxnination  can  commence  immediately,  and  that  of  the 


others  as  soon  as  the  plans  are  determiiied  upon.  By  this 
preceding,  therefore,  a  season  may  be  saved  in  the  opera- 
tions. 

The  other  works  contamed  in  this  bill  are: 

Foi^  Provineetown.— And  this  proposition  may  be  mbMj 
submitted  to  another  inquiry,  as  the  practicability  of  ex- 
cluding an  enemy  from  any  shelter  in  Masaachusctts  bay, 
a  matter  of  deep  interest,  and  as  a  work  at  Provincetcncii, 
are  closely  connected. 

For  Rhode  Itland,  Narraganaett  bay, — ^This  work  maj 
await  the  result  of  the  views  that  may  be  eventually  taken 
on  the  subject  of  fortifying  this  bay. 

For  a  work  at  the  belawart^  outlet  of  the  Chetapaikt 
and  Delaware  canal. — ^This  may  be  postponed  without 
injury  till  next  season;  and,  in  the  mean  ttme,  a  project 
foe  the  floating  defences  of  the  Delaware  considered,  and 
perhaps  the  size  of  the  proposed  work  reduced. 

For  a  work  at  the  Breakwater. — ^Until  the  efisct  of  the 
depositee  which  are  going  on  in  this  important  artificial  har- 
bor are  fully  ascertained,  I  consider  it  injudidous  to  erect 
a  permanent  work  for  its  defence.  Another  year  will,  per- 
haps, settle  the  question ;  and  if  the  result  is  favorable,  an 
adequate  fortification  should  be  constructed  hexe  withoot 
delay. 

For  a  fort  on  the  Paiuxent  river,  and  for  a  fort  at 
Cedar  Point, — Both  of  these  works  are  liable  to  some  of 
the  objections  stated,  and  I  think  they  had  better  be  post- 
poned for  more  mature  consideration. 

For  fortijicationa  at  the  mouth  of  the  SI.  Mary\  Geor- 
gia.— This  proposition  may  also  be  safely  submitted  to  ex- 
amination. 

The  estimate  for  steam  batteries  may  be  reduced  to 
$100,000.     That  sum  can  be  profitably  employed. 

If  these  appropriations  are  early  made,  moat,  if  not  all, 
these  works  can  be  put  in  operation  this  season,  and  the 
money  usefully  appUed,  as  fast  as  their  progress  will  jusufy ; 
and  I  think  the  measure  would  be  expedient.  But  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  the  power  of  the  Department  to 
push  them,  during  the  present  year,  will  depend  on  the  re- 
organization  of  the  corps  of  engineers.  If  that  cxirps  is 
not  increased,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  the  appropria- 
tiuns  in  the  bill  liefore  the  Senate,  as  the  objects  contained 
in  the  other  bill  will  be  sufiicient  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
present  officers  of  the  corps. 

Should  it  be  deemed  proper  to  re-examine  the  subject  d 
the  proposed  fortifications  generally,  I  would  tlien  recom- 
mend that  an  appropriation  of  }  30, 000  be  made  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  a  board,  including  surveyors,  &c. 

My  reflections  upon  the  whole  subject  lead  to  the  fcllow- 
ing  practical  suggestions  on  the  great  subject  of  the  meas- 
ures for  the  defence  of  the  country : 

1.  An  augmentation  of  the  navy,  upon  the  principles 
before  stated. 

2.  The  adoption  of  an  efficient  plan  for  the  organization 
of  the  militia. 

Having  already,  in  two  of  the  annual  reports  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  make  to  you,  expressed  my  sentiments  opou 
this  subject,  I  have  nothing  new  to  lay  before  you,  either 
with  relation  to  its  general  importance,  or  to  the  necesaiy 
practical  details.  I  consider  it  one  of  the  most  momentous 
topics  that  can  engage  the  attention  of  Congress ;  and  the 
day  that  sees  a  plan  of  organization  adopted,  suited  to  the 
habits  of  our  people  and  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  and 
filled  to  bring  into  action  the  physical  strength  of  the 
country,  with  a  competent  knowledge  of  their  duty,  and 
just  ideas  of  discipline  and  subordination,  will  see  us  the 
strongest  nation,  for  the  purposes  of  self-defence,  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  Certainly  such  an  object  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature. 

3.  The  cultivation  of  military  science,  that  wo  may 
keep  pace  with  the  improvements  which  are  made  in 
Europe,  and  not  be  compelled  to  enter  into  a  contest  with 
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an  adveraaiy  whose  superior  knowledge  would  give  him 
pre-eminent  advantages.  War  is  an  advancing  science. 
Many  an  original  genius  and  many  an  acute  intellect  are 
at  all  times  at  work  upon  it ;  and  the  European  communi- 
ties have  such  a  relation  to  one  anoUier,  diat  the  profession 
of  arms  is  peculiarly  encouraged,  and  every  effort  made  to 
place  their  military  establishments,  not  at  the  highest  nu- 
merical point,  but  in  the  best  condition  for  efficient  service, 
both  widi  respect  to  its  morale  and  materiel.  It  is  not  by 
the  mere  reading  of  {Professional  authors  that  the  necessary 
instruction  in  this  branch  of  knowledge  can  be  obtained ; 
there  must  be  study  and  practice ;  a  union  of  principle  and 
details,  which  can  best  be  obtained  by  a  course  of  education 
direct^  to  this  object.  This,  I  think,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
advantages  of  the  Military  Academy.  It  cannot  have  es- 
caped the  recollection  of  those  who  were  upon  the  theatre 
of  action  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  war,  that  the 
first  year  was  almost  spent  in  a  series  of  disasters,  which, 
however,  brought  their  advantages.  We  were  compara- 
tively ignorant  of  the  state  of  military  science,  and  we  did 
not  fully  recover  our  true  position  till  we  had  received 
many  severe  lessons ;  at  what  an  expense  of  life  and  treas- 
ure need  not  be  stated. 

4.  The  skeleton  of  a  regular  establishment,  to  which  any 
necessary  additions  may  be  made,  securing,  at  the  same 
time,  economy,  with  a  due  power  of  expansion,  and  the 
means  of  meeting  a  war  with  all  the  benetit  of  a  regularly 
organized  force.  This  object  is  attained  by  our  present 
army. 

5.  The  preparation  and  proper  distribution  of  all  the 
munitions  of  war,  agreeably  to  the  views  hereinafter  sub- 
mitted. 

6.  I  think  all  the  defensive  works  now  in  the  process  of 
construction  should  be  finished,  agreeably  to  the  plans  upon 

^  which  they  have  been  projected. 

I  7.  All  the  harbors  and  inlets  upon  the  coast,  where  there 

are  cities  or  towns  whose  situation  and  importance  create 

^         just  apprehension  of  attack,  and  particularly  where  we  have 

^         public  naval  establishment,  should  be  defended  by  works 

^         proportioned  to  any  exigency  that  may  probably  arise. 

Having  already  presented  my  general  views  upon  this 
branch  of  the  inquiry,  I  need  not  repeat  the  practical  limit- 
ations which  I  propose  for  adoption.  But  before  any  ex- 
penditure is  incurred  for  new  works,  I  think  an  examina- 
tion should  be  made,  in  eveiy  case,  in  order  to  apply  these 
principles  to  the  proposed  plan  of  operations,  suid  thus  ror 

\  duce  the  expense  of  construction  where  this  can  properly 
be  done,  and,  also,  the  eventual  expense  of  maintaining 
garrisons  required  to  defend  works  disproportioned  to  the 
objects  sought  to  be  attained.  I  would  organize  a  board  for 
this  object,  with  special  instructions  for  its  government. 

8.  Provision  should  be  made  for  the  necesiBary  experi- 
ments, to  test  the  superiority  of  the  various  plans  that  may 
be  offered  for  the  construction  and  use  of  steam  batteries ; 

'  I  mean  batteries  to  be  employed  as  accessories  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  harbors  and  inlets,  and  in  aid  of  the  permanent 
fortifications. 

The  progressive  improvement  in  the  application  of  tlic 
power  of  steam  renders  it  inexpedient,  at  any  given  time, 
to  make  extensive  arrangements,  connected  with  this  class 
of  works,  with  a  view  to  tlieir  future  employment  The 
improvement  of  to-day  may  be  superseded  by  the  experi- 
ence of  to- morrow;  and  modes  of  sqpplication  may  be  dis- 
covered, before  any  exigency  arises,  rendering  a  resort  to 
these  defences  necessary,  which  may  introduce  an  entire 
revolution  into  this  dqfmrtment  of  art  and  industry.  Still, 
however,  experiments  should  be  made,  and  a  small  num- 
ber of  these  vessels  constructed.  Their  proper  draught  of 
water,  their  form  and  equipment,  the  situation  and  security 
of  their  machinery,  the  number,  caliber,  and  management 
of  their  guns,  and  the  best  form  of  the  engines  to  be  used, 
are  questions  requiring  much  consideration,  and  which  can 
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only  be  determined  by  experience.  And  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  suitable  rewanls  would  soon  put  in  operation 
the  inventive  faculties  of  some  of  our  countrymen,  and  lead 
to  the  tender  of  plans  practically  suited  to  the  circumstances. 
As  we  acquire  confidence  by  our  experience,  arrangements 
could  be  made  for  collecting  and  preparing  the  indestructi- 
ble materials  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  these 
vessels,  as  far  as  such  a  measure  may  not  interfere  with 
any  probable  change  which  at  the  time  may  be  anticipated 
in  the  application  of  the  power  of  steam. 

9.  I  recommend  a  reconsideration  of  tlie  project  for  for- 
tifying the  roadsteads  or  open  anchorage  grounds,  and  its 
better  adiq}tation  to  the  probable  future  circumstances  of 
the  country. 

And  I  would  suggest  tliat  the  works  which  are  deter- 
mined on  be  pushed  with  all  reasonable  vigor,  that  our 
whole  coast  may  be  placed  lieyond  the  reach  of  injury  or 
insult,  as  soon  as  a  just  regard  to  circumstances  will  permit. 
No  objections  can  arise  to  this  procedure  on  the  ground  of 
expense,  because,  whatever  system  may  be  approved  by  the 
Legislature,  nothing  will  be  gained  by  delaying  its  com- 
pletion beyond  the  time  necessary  to  the  proper  execution 
of  the  work.  In  fact,  the  cost  will  be  greater  the  longer 
we  are  employed  in  it,  not  only  for  obvious  reasons,  arising 
out  of  general  superintendence  and  other  contingencies,  but 
because  accidents  are  liable  to  happen  to  unfiniiahed  works, 
and  the  business  upon  them  is  deranged  by  the  winter, 
when  they  must  be  properly  secured;  and  the  season  for 
resuming  labor  always  finds  some  preparations  necessary 
which  would  not  have  been  required  had  no  interruption 
happened. 

But  the  political  considerations  which  urge  forward  this 
great  object  are  entitled  to  much  more  weight.  When  once 
completed,  we  should  feel  secure.  There  is  probably  not  a 
man  in  the  country  who  did  not  look  with  some  soUcitude, 
during  the  past  season,  at  our  comparatively  defenceless 
condition,  when  the  issue  of  our  discussions  with  France  . 
was  uncertain ;  and  who  did  not  regret  that  our  prepara- 
tions, during  tlie  long  interval  of  peace  we  had  enjoyed, 
had  not  kept  pace  with  our  growth  and  importance.  We 
have  now  this  lesson  to  add  to  our  other  experience. 
Adequate  security  is  not  only  due  from  the  Government  to 
the  country,  and  the  conviction  of  it  is  not  only  satisfac- 
tory, but  the  knowledge  of  its  existence  cannot  fail  to  pro- 
duce an  influence  upon  other  nations,  as  well  in  the  advent 
of  war  itself  as  in  the  mode  of  conducting  it.  If  we  are  pre- 
pared to  attack  and  resist,  the  chances  of  being  compelled 
to  embark  in  hostilities  will  be  diminished  much  in  propor- 
tion to  our  preparation.  An  unprotected  commerce,  a  de- 
fenceless coa^t,  and  a  military  marine  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  wanis  of  our  service,  would  indeed  hold  out  strong 
inducements  to  other  nations  to  convert  trifling  pretexts 
iuto  serious  causes  of  quarrel. 

There  are  two  suggestions  connected  with  the  prosecu- 
tion of  our  works,  which  I  venture  to  make : 

First.  That  the  corps  of  engineers  should  be  increased. 
The  reasons  for  this  measure  have  been  heretofore  submit- 
ted, and  the  proposition  has  been  recommended  by  you  to 
Congress.  I  will  merely  add,  upon  the  present  occasion, 
that  the  officers  of  this  corps  are  not  sufficiently  numerous 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties  committed  to  them ;  and  . 
that  if  an  augmentation  does  not  take  place,  the  public  in- 
terest wDl  suffer  in  a  degree  far  beyond  the  value  of  any 
pecuniary  consideration  connected  with  this  increase.  And, 

Secondly.  I  think  that,  when  the  plan  of  a  work  has 
been  approved  by  Congress,  and  its  construction  authorized, 
the  whole  appropriation  should  be  made  at  once,  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  annual  instalments,  to  be  fixed 
by  the  law.  This  mode  of  appropriation  would  remedy 
much  of  the  inconvenience  whidi  has  been  felt  for  years  in 
this  branch  of  the  public  service.  The  uncertainty  respect- 
ing the  appropriations  annually  deranges  the  business,  and 
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the  delay  which  bienniaiiy  takes  place  in  the  passage  of 
the  necessary  law  reduces  the  alternate  season  of  opera- 
tions to  a  comparatively  short  period.  An  exact  inquiry  into 
the  effect  which  the  present  system  of  making  the  appro- 
priations has  had  upon  the  expense  of  the  works  would  ' 
probably  exhibit  an  amount  far  greater  tlian  is  generally 
anticipated. 

The  report  from  the  Ordnance  dq>artment  shows  the 
quantity  and  nature  of  the  munitions  of  war  ektimated  to  | 
he  eventually  necessary,  and  their  probable  cost,  including 
new  establishments  necessary  for  their  fabrication  and  pres- 
ervation.    The  conjectural  amount  is  $29,955,537. 

Believing  it  is  not  expedient,  at  present,  to  make  any 
preparations  upon  a  scale  of  this  magnitude,  I  have  deemed 
It  pro])er  to  accompany  this  report  with  a  brief  statement  of 
my  own  views,  where  I  depart  from  the  suggestions  that 
•re  presented  in  this  document 

As  our  fortifications  are  constructed,  their  armaments 
dkould  be  provided;  and  the  amount  in  depot  should  at  all 
times  exceed  the  anticipated  demand,  to  meet  the  casualties 
CKf  the  service.  We  have  now  on  hand  1,618  new  cannon 
for  leacoast  defence,  and  about  1,000  others,  most  of  which 
mi«  either  uscleta  or  of  doubtful  character.  The  works  ac- 
toally  finished,  or  so  fiur  completed  as  to  admit  of  a  part  of 
their  armament  being  placed  in  them,  require  about  2,000 
guns.  They  are  calculated  ultimately  to  mount  about  600 
more.  Others  in  the  process  of  construction  will  require 
about  1 ,400.  So  far  we  have  certain  data  for  our  estimates: 
nnless,  indeed,  which  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  it  should 
not  be  found  necessary  ever  to  provide  the  full  complement 
destined  for  the  largest  of  these  works.  Beyond  this  the 
rabject  is  conjectural.  And  the  quantity  needed  must  de- 
pend upon  the  principles  that  may  be  adopted  in  the  fur- 
ther progress  of  the  system  of  fortifications.  There  are 
lour  private  foundries  at  which  the  public  cannon  are  cast. 
These,  if  their  whole  attention  were  devoted  to  the  object, 
could  manufacture  from  1,200  to  1,500  annually.  As  to 
carriages  and  other  supplies,  the  amount  that  could  be  pro- 
cured within  a  reasonable  period  is  almost  indefinite.  Iron 
carriages  are  now  made  for  all  the  casemate  batteries,  and 
they  have  not  only  the  advantage  of  indestructibility  from 
the  atmosphere,  but,  requiring  no  seasoned  materials,  they 
may  be  supplied  by  the  foundries  through  the  country  to  al- 
most any  extent. 

We  have  two  armories  for  the  manufacture  of  small  arms, 
and  there  are  seven  private  establishments  which  fabricate 
•nns  for  the  Government.  All  these  supplies  are  of  the 
beet  deseription,  and  are  submitted  to  a  rigid  inspection, 
which  prevente  imposition.  The  armories  can  at  present 
torn  out  about  27,000  arms  annually,  and  probably  1 1,000 
or  12,000  covAd  be  made  at  existing  private  establishmenta. 
GSioaUH  any  exigency  require  larger  suppliea,  the  quantity 
can  be  much  increased.  We  have  now  on  hand  about 
700,000  small  arms,  and  there  have  been  issued  to  the 
States  about  180,000  muskets,  25,000  rifles,  30,000  pis- 
tols, and  878  field  cannon  and  carriages,  under  the  act  for 
anning  the  militia.  If  100,000  of  these  musketa  and  rifles 
are  preserved,  there  are  in  the  country  800,000  of  those  spe- 
tAti^  of  arms  belonging  to  the  General  or  State  Governmenta. 

What  may  be  considered  a  proper  supply,  is  a  question 
admitting  much  difference  of  opinion.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  Orchiance  department  fixes  the  amount  at  about 
600,000,  in  addition  to  what  are  now  on  hand,  and  inclu- 
ding the  number  necessary  to  arm  the  militia.  We  had,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  war,  240,000  muskets,  and 
during  ita  progress  60,000  more  were  made  and  purchased. 
At  ita  termination  there  were  but  20,000  at  the  various  ar- 
■enals.  The  residue  were  in  the  hands  of  the  troops,  or 
bad  been  lost  in  the  service.  This  consumption  waa  great- 
er, I  think,  than  was  necessary,  or  than  would  probably 
•gain  take  place.  A  plan  of  accountability  has  been  in- 
trodueed,  by  which  the  men  are  charged  with  the  aimt 


they  receive;  and  if  these  are  improperiy  lost  or  injured,  the 
value  is  deducted  from  their  pay.  Tint  paymasten  cannot 
settle  with  them  till  this  matter  is  adjusted. 

The  stock  of  small  arms  in  Great  Britain,  in  depot,  in 
1817,  was  ...  -     818,282 

In  the  public  service,  -  -    200,974 

Total,  -  -  1.019,256 

The  number  in  depot  in  France,  in  1811,  was  €00,000. 
not  including  the  great  number  in  service. 

My  own  impression  is,  that  1,000,000  small  arms  msy 
be  considered  a  competent  supply  for  the  United  States;  and 
if  so,  a  large  deduction  may  be  made  from  tha  eetimale  of 
the  Ordnance  department,  under  this  head  of  cxpenditme. 
Although  the  component  materials  of  these  anna  aia  ahnost 
imperishable,  still  it  is  not  expedient  to  keep  a  stock  un- 
necessarily large  on  hand;  because  there  is  not  only  some 
risk  and  expense  in  their  preservation,  but  because,  like 
eveiy  other  article  manufactured  by  man,  they  are  no  doubt 
susceptible  of  great  improvement.  And  it  may  be  that 
those  now  made  may  be  superseded  by  an  improved  mod< 
which,  once  introduced,  must  be  adopted,  at  whatever  ex- 
pense or  inconvenience,  by  all  nations.  And  the  ingenious 
invention  lately  exhibited  in  this  city,  by  which  a  series  o€ 
balls  in  separate  charges  are  brought,  by  a  rotary  motion, 
to  a  common  place  of  discharge,  suggests  the  possibility  rf 
a  revolution  in  the  form  of  our  firearms. 

On  the  subject  of  depota  for  these  arms,  I  accord  with  die 
general  suggestions  made  by  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance.  I 
think  the  number  should  be  increased,  and  arms  placed  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  ready  to  be  used  as  drcumatanccs 
may  require. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  in  the  estimate  I  have  made,  I 
confine  myself  to  the  armament  for  the  public  service,  coc- 
nected  with  the  actual  defence  of  the  country,  whether  to 
be  used  by  the  army  or  roililia,  in  time  of  war;  bnl  I  do 
not  extend  my  views  to  a  supply  for  anning  the  militia,  in 
order  to  discipline  them  in  time  of  peace.  The  extent  of 
this  policy  is  a  question  not  necessaiy  in  the  conaidetatioa 
of  the  subject  before  me. 

As  the  arms  in  depot  approach  whatever  number  may 
be  assumed  as  the  proper  maximum,  the  necessity  for  addi- 
tional armories  becomes  leas.  When  our  stock  is  once 
completed,  the  present  armories,  without  any  aid  from  the 
private  establishments,  will  be  able  to  supply  the  annual 
consumption.  I  think,  therefore,  that  two  additional  ar- 
morirs,  as  suggested  by  the  Ordnance  department,  are  not 
wanted.  And,  indeed,  although  there  are  considerations 
attending  the  transportation  of  the  crude  and  the  manufac; 
tured  article,  and  other  drcumstances,  which  would  juatiiy 
the  establishment  of  a  new  armory  upon  the  W»tem  wa- 
ters at  present,  yet,  if  the  measure  b  not  carried  into  efExt 
soon,  ita  importance  will  annually  diminish. 

But  a  national  foundry  for  cannon,  both  for  the  militaiy 
and  naval  service,  and  perhaps  two,  in  difierent  eectiona  of 
the  ceuntry,  shoidd  be  erected  without  delay.  The  beet 
interesta  of  the  public  require  it.  But  I  have  nothing-to 
add  to  the  suggestions  made  upon  this  subject  in  my  last 
annual  report. 

As  to  field  artillery,  the  extent  to  which  it  shall  be  pro- 
vided must  depend  upon  the  views  of  the  Legislature  con- 
cerning the  expediency  of  issuing  it  to  the  militia.  If  a 
more  efficient  organization  does  not  take  place,  I  think  the 
expenditure  on  t&is  account  may  well  be  sa%'ed  to  the  pub- 
lic Treasury.  I  consider  all  attempto  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  militia  upon  the  picsentplau  as  so  nearly  nae- 
lesa,  that  the  whole  system  has  become  a  burden  upon  the 
public,  without  any  corresponding  advantage.  The  prin- 
cipal benefit  which  resulta  from  the  existing  state  of  things 
is  the  power  to  call  into  service  such  portions  of  the  popu- 
lation as  may  be  wanted.    ]But  thk  mur  be  attidnad  hj  a 
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simple  clarification,  without  the  cumbrocrs  machinery  which 
at  present  creates  expense  and  trouble,  and  which,  while  it 
promises  little,  performs  still  less. 

Vcrv  respectfully,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

LEW.  CASS. 

The  Pri3id7.:»t  vfihe  United  States. 


OFFICIAL  RETORT  FROM  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

Natt  DfipAHTMKiTT,  Morck  31,  1836. 

Sir;  In  answer  to  so  much  of  tho  resolutions  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  of  the  18th  ultimo,  as  required  in- 
formation as  to  **  the  probable  amount  of  appropriations  that 
may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  United  States  with  ord- 
nance, arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  which  a  proper  regard 
to  self-defence  would  require  to  be  always  on  hand,  and 
the  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to  place  the 
naval  defences  of  the  United  States  (including  the  increase 
of  the  navy,  navy  yards,  dock  yards,  and  steam  or  floating 
batteries)  upon  the  footing  of  strength  and  respectability 
which  is  due  to  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  Union, *'  I 
have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  of  the  2d  instant,  which  contains  the 
best  information  upon  the  subiects  refened  to  in  the  posses- 
sion of  this  Department;  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
MAHLON  DICKERSOiV. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Navt  Co.mmi89ioxeb»'  Office, 

March  It,  1836. 

Sir:  The  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  have  the  honor 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  86th  ultimo, 
requesting  a  **  report  on  the  probable  amount  that  would 
be  necessary  to  supply  the  United  States  with  the  ord- 
nance, arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  (so  far  as  may  be  want- 
ed for  thej)urpojics  of  the  navy,)  which  a  proper  regard  to 
self-defence  would  require  to  be  always  on  hand,  and  on 
the  probable  amount  that  would  be  necessary  to  place  tho 
naval  defences  of  the  United  States  (including  the  iucxease 
of  the  navy,  navy  yards,  dock  yards,  and  steam  or  floating 
batteries)  upon  the  footing  of  strength  and  respectability 
which  is  due  to  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  Union." 

In  conformity  to  tliese  instructions,  the  Board  respect- 
fully state,  with  respect  to  the  ordnance  for  the  navy,  that, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  now  on 
hand,  and  the  extent  of  force  for  which  it  may  be  expedi- 
ent to  make  early  provision,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
sum  of  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  will  be  required  to  supply  the  ordnance, 
arms,  aiid  munitions  of  war,  which  may  be  wanted  for  the 
use  of  the  navy,  and  which  a  proper  regard  to  self-defence 
would  require  to  have  prepared  ready  for  use.  (See  paper 
A,  annexed,  for  the  detail.) 

The  Board  beg  leave  rc»pectfully  to  observe,  that,  for  the 
vessels  which  arc  now  built,  or  have  been  specially  autho- 
rized, armaments  may  be  provided,  with  some  partial  ex- 
ceptions, from  the  cannon  and  carronades  already  provided, 
and  the  deficient  ordnance,  amw,  and  other  ordnance  stores, 
will  be  principally  required  for  the  vcsbcls  which  are  yet  to 
be  authorized  or  built.  It  is  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mended that  any  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  instead  of 
being  special  or  teparato,  should  be  included  in  an  appro- 
priation for  **  building  and  repairing  vesiiels,  and  for  the 
purchase  of  materials  and  stores  for  the  navy." 

The  second  object  of  inquiry,  as  to  *•  the  probable  amount 
that  would  be  necessary  to  place  the  naval  defences  of  the 
United  States  (including  the  increase  of  the  navy,  navy 
yards,  dock  yards,  and  steam  or  floating  batteries)  upon  the 
footing  of  strength  and  respectability  which  is  duo  to  the 


security  and  welfare  of  the  Union,"  embraces  a  wide  range» 
requires  an  examination  of  several  subjects  of  great  im- 
portance,  and  the  expression  of  opinions  upon  which  dif- 
ferences of  opuiion  may  and  probably  will  exist.  Before 
any  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  probable  amount  thst 
would  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  proposed,  an  examina- 
tion must  be  had,  and  an  opinion  foimed,  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  naval  force  which  is  **  necessary  to  place  the 
naval  defences  of  the  United  States  upon  the  footing  of 
strength  and  respectability  which  is  due  to  the  security  end 
welfare  of  the  Union,"  and  the  lime  within  which  it  ought 
to  be,  or  might  be,  advantageously  prepared. 

Taking  into  view  the  geographical  position  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  reference  to  other  nations  with  whom  we 
are  most  likely  to  be  brought  into  future  collision;  the  great 
extent  of  our  maritime  frontier,  and  the  extreme  itrpor- 
tance  of  securing  the  communications  of  tho  whole  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  in- 
tercourse between  all  parts  of  the  coast;  the  efficient  pro  • 
tection  of  our  widely  extended  and  extremely  valuable  com- 
merce, under  all  circumstance?;  und  the  great  naval  and 
fiscal  resources  of  the  country,  the  Board  consider  the  prop- 
er limit  for  the  extent  of  the  naval  force  to  be  that  which 
can  be  properly  manned,  when  the  country  may  be  in  vol  v- 
ed  in  a  maritime  war. 

In  estimating  this  extent,  it  is  assumed  that  about  ninety 
thousand  seamen  are  employed  in  the  foreign  and  coasting 
trade  and  fisheries.  As  the  narigation  has  been  generally 
increasing,  there  is  little  reason  to  apprehend  any  immediate 
diminution  during  peace.  In  any  war  which  would  require 
the  employment  of  all  our  naval  force,  it  is  believed  that 
such  interruptions  would  occur  to  our  commerce  as  would 
enable  the  navy  to  obtain,  without  difiiculty,  at  least  thirty 
thousand  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen;  and  if  it  should 
continue  long,  it  is  probable  that  a  larger  number  might  be 
engaged.  The  number  of  thirty  thousand,  with  the  lands- 
men who  may  be  safely  combined  with  them,  will  therefore 
be  assumed  as  the  number  for  which  vessels  ought  to  be 
prepared,  for  the  commencement  of  a  state  of  hostilities. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  force  which  it  would 
be  most  advantageous  to  prepare,  there  will  undoubtedly  be 
differences  of  opinion.  The  materials  for  the  lacger  ves- 
sels, as  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates,  would  be  obtained 
with  great  diflliculty,  under  circumstances  which  should  in- 
terfere with  our  coasting  trade,  whilst  sloops  of  war  and 
smaller  vessels  could  be  built  with  greater  comparative  fa- 
cility,  under  such  circumstances. 

The  preparation  of  a  considerable  number  of  steam  ves- 
sels, ready  to  defend  our  great  estuaricii,  to  aid  the  opera- 
tions of  our  other  naval  force,  and  in  the  concentration  or 
movements  of  the  military  force,  as  circumstances  might 
require,  is  believed  to  demand  serious  and  early  attention. 

Having  due  regard  to  these  and  other  considerations,  the 
Board  propose  that  the  force  to  be  prepared,  ready  for  use 
when  circumstances  may  require  it,  shall  consist  of  15 
ships  of  the  line,  25  frigates,  25  sloops  of  war,  25  steamers, 
and  25  smaller  vessels;  and  that  the  frames  and  other  tim- 
ber, the  copper,  ordnance,  tanks,  and  chain  cables,  shall  also 
be  prepared  for  10  ships  of  the  line  and  10  frigates. 

The  force  propo-scd  to  be  prepared,  ready  for  use,  will 
employ,  and  can  be  manned  by,  the  30,000  seamen  and 
others  which  have  been  considered  available  in  a  state  of 
war.  The  materials  for  the  10  ships  of  the  line  snd  10 
frigates  will  constitute  a  necessary  reserve  for  increasing 
the  number  of  those  vessels,  should  they  be  required,  or  for 
supplying  losses  from  decay  or  casusliics. 

To  estimate  the  amount  necessary  to  prepare  this  force, 
it  is  proposed  to  ascertain'  the  whole  probable  cost,  indo-i 
ding  ordnance,  by  the  average  coft  of  similar  vessels  already 
built,  (steam  vessels  excepted,)  and  uf  materials  already 
procurcil,  and  then  to  deduct  the  value  of  the  present  force, 
and  all  other  present  available  means. 
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Total  cost  of  15  ships  of  the  line  -  -  $8,350, OCO 

25  frigates       -  -  -  8.750,000 

25  sloops         -  -  -  3,125,000 

25  steamers     -  -  -  5,625,000 

25  smaller  vessels  -  -  1,250,000 

Total  for  vessel*-           -  -  -  27,000,000 

For  the  proposed  material*,  as  a  reserve  3,315,000 


Total  amount  required 


Deduct  from  this  sum  the  value  of  the  present 
force  and  available  means,  as  follows 

In  vessels  afloat,  valued  at  sixty 
one-hundredths  of  original  val- 
ue, about      -  -  - 

In  vessels  building,  at  actual  cost 

In  materials  collected  for  build- 
ing do.  - 

In  Treasury  for  these  purposes,  1  st 
^  October,  1835 

For  three  years'  appropriation 
•  'gradual  i  mprovemcnt, "  when 
due  ... 


-  $30,315,000 


$4,440,000 
2,455,000 

2,945,000 

1,215,000 


1,500,000 

Total  of  present  value  and  available  means    -  12,555,000 
Leaves  still  to  be  provided  for  vessels  $17,760,000 

In  presenting  any  estimate  for  the  amounts  which  may 
be  necessary  to  place  tl>e  different  navy  yards  in  a  proper 
situation,  the  Boanl  can  do  no  more  than  give  very  general 
opinions,  as  the  objects  of  expenditure  arc  foreign  to  their 
own  professional  pursuita,  and  they  have  no  civil  engineer 
to  whom  they  can  refer  for  the  necessary  detailed  informa- 
tion. 

From  a  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  works  hitherto  comple- 
ted or  in  progress,  and  of  the  wants  at  the  respective  yards 
for  the  proper  preservation  of  materials,  and  for  extending 
the  means  for  building,  preserving,  repairmg,  and  equip- 
ping vessels,  they  are  satisfied,  however,  that  the  public  in- 
terests would  be  greatly  promoted,  and,  in  feet,  absolutely 
require  an  average  annual  expenditure  of  $500,000,  for 
some  years  to  come,  upon  the  different  yards. 

In  New  York,  the  necessity  for  a  dry  dock  is  severely  felt 
already,  and  its  importance  will  increase  with  al^  increase 
of  the  navy.  This,  with  its  dependencies,  will  require 
nearly  a  million  of  dollars.  At  Pensacola,  which  nature 
has  designated  as  one  of  the  naval  keys  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, and  of  the  immense  commerce  of  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, large  expenditures  will  he  necessary  to  secure  ad- 
equate means  for  repairing  and  subsisting  a  naval  force  up- 
on that  station,  and  thus  prevent  the  many  evils  which 
would  be  severely  felt  in  a  state  of  war,  if  the  vessels  wow 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  Atlantic  ports  for  ordinary  repairs 
or  supplies  of  any  kind.  In  other  yards,  there  are  objects 
of  great  and  urgent  importance. 

Generally,  the  proposed  arrangemente  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  all  materials  and  vessels  should  precede  their  collec- 
tion or  construction.  Wliilst,  therefore,  the  Board  propose 
$500,000  as  the  average  annual  appropriation  until  the 
yards  should  be  placed  in  proper  order,  they  would  also 
state  that  appropriations  of  $700,000  annually  for  the  next 
four  or  five  years,  and  a  less  sum  than  $500,000  afterwards, 
^ould,  in' their  opinion,  be  most  judicious. 

The  next  subject  for  consideration  is,  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  force  proper  to  be  kept  employed  in  a  time  of  peace, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commercial  interests,  and  to  pre- 
pare the  officers  and  others  for  the  efficient  management  of 
the  force  proposed  for  a  state  of  war. 

Our  commerce  is  spread  over  every  ocean;  our  tonnage 
8  second  only  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  value  of  ar- 
iclcs  embarked  is  believed  by  many  to  be  fully  equal  to 


those  transported  by  the  shijts  of  that  nation.  In  the  safe- 
ty and  prosperity  of  this  commerce  all  the  other  interests  of 
the  United  Slates  are  deeply  interested.  It  is  liable  to  be 
disturbed  and  injured  in  various  modes,  unless  the  poirer 
of  the  country,  exerted  through  its  naval  force,  is  ready  io 
protect  it.  It  is,  therefore,  proposed  that  small  squadrons 
should  bo  employed  upon  different  stations,  subject,  at  all 
times,  however,  to  such  modifications  as  circumstanc«i 
may  require. 

Of  these  squadrons,  one  might  be  employed  in  the  Med- 
iterranean, and  attend  to  our  interests  on  the  weslcoasUuf 
Spain  and  Portugal,  and  southward  to  the  western  coast  »rf 
Moroceo  and  Madeira. 

One  in  the  Indian  ocean,  to  visit,  successively,  the  mo.1 
important  commercial  points  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
to  China,  then  to  cross  the  Pacific,  visit  the  northern  wha- 
ling stations  and  islands,  cruise  some  time  upon  the  west 
coast  of  America,  and  return  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  ths 
coast  of  Brazil,  and  the  windward  West  India  islands. 

One  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  to  attend  to  our  interests  upon 
the  west  coast  of  America;  keep'mg  one  or  more  vessels  at 
or  near  the  Sandwich  and  other  islands  which  are  firequent- 
ed  by  our  whale  ships  and  other  vessels,  and,  in  auocesaioo, 
cross  the  Pacific,  visitmg  the  islands  and  southern  whaling 
stations,  China,  and  other  commercial  places,  and  retura, 
by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the  United  Stotes, 

A  squadron  upon  the  coast  of  Brazil,  or  east  coast  of 
South  America,  might  be  charged  with  attention  to  our  in- 
terests on  the  Ti  hole  of  that  coast,  and  upon  the  north  extant, 
so  far  as  to  include  the  Oronoco.  If  a  ship  of  the  line 
should  be  employed  on  this  station,  it  might  be  occaaionallj 
sent  round  to  the  Pacific.  ^ 

A  squadron  in  the  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  wiB 
be  necessary  for,  and  may  be  charged  with,  attention  to  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  amongst  the  West  In^tia  islands 
and  along  the  coast  of  South  America,  from  the  Oronoco, 
round  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

A  small  coast  squadron  upon  our  Atlantic  coast  might 
be  very  advantageously  employed  in  making  our  officers 
femiliarly  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  our  ports  and 
harbors,  which  would  be  very  useful  in  a  state  of  war. 
The  vessels  wQuld  also  be  ready  for  any  unexpected  seivice^ 
either  to  transmit  information  or  orders;  to  remforce  other 
squadrons,  or  to  visit  our  Eastern  fidieries.  Besides  this 
cruising  force,  it  is  recommended  that  a  ship  of  the  line  be 
kept  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  service,  men  excepted,  al 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk,  and  used  as  xccetving- 
ships  for  the  recruits,  as  they  are  collected.  This  would 
give  the  means  of  fUmishing  a  considerable  increase  of  forrc, 
with  a  very  small  addition  to  ihe  current  expense. 

For  the  nature  and  distribution  of  this  force,  the  follow- 
ing is  proposed: 
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*As  receiving-ships. 

Ctmstdering  this  foice  with  reference  to  its  power  of  giv- 
ing experience  to  the  officers,  and  qualifying  them  for  the 
management  of  the  force  F<^f«(]^or  Jrarg^J^  that. 
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for  the  foice  proposed  to  be  actually  employed  at  sea,  in 
peace  and  in  war,  the  peace  force  will  require  and  employ 
about  two  thirds  the  number  of  commanders  of  squadrons, 
about  one  third  the  captains,  and  forty  one-hundredths  of 
the  commanders  and  lieutenants  and  masters,  which  the 
proposed  war  force  would  demand,  and  midshipmen  suffi- 
cient to,  supply  the  additional  number  of  these  last  classes 
which  a  change  to  a  state  of  war  would  require. 

Supposing  the  foregoing  force  to  he  that  which  is  to  be 
kept  in  commission^  the  next  question  is,  what  force  will 
be  necessary  to  keep  afloat,  to  provide  the  necessary  reliefs'! 
The  Board  believe  that  this  force  should  be  the  least  which 
^viI]  answer  the  object  proposed,  as  every  vessel  when 
launched  is  exposed  to  a  decay  which  is  much  more  rapid 
than  when  left  under  the  cover  of  a  tight  ship-house. 

We  have  already  six  ships  of  the  line  afloat,  which  will 
be  fully  equal  to  our  present  wants,  when  they  are  repaired. 
A  reserve  of  three  frigates  may  be  required,  but  only  to  be 
launched  "When  the  necessity  for  it  shdiariac;  for  the  sloops 
of  war  and  smaller  vessels,  it  will  probably  be  sufficient  to 
merely  keep  up  the  cruising  force  as  proposed,  excopt  some 
extraordinary  demand  should  arise.  The  force  of  steam 
vessels  proposed,  when  distributed  at  Boston,  New  York, 
Noi-folk,  and  Pensacola,  would  probably  meet  all  the  de- 
mands of  a  state  of  peace,  and  furnish  useful  schools  for  of- 
ficers, to  prepare  them  for  the  proper  management  of  others, 
when  they  are  required.  The  force  to  be  kept  afloat,  then, 
will  be  assumed  at  6  ships  of  the  line,  11  frigates,  15  sloops 
of  war,  4  steamers,  and  10  smaller  vessels.  The  annual 
amount  necessary  to  keep  this  force  in  a  state  of  repair,  and 
to  supply  the  wear  and  tear  of  stores  of  cruising  vessels,  is 
estimated  at  $950,000. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  force  which  is  proposed  to 
be  kept  in  commission,  exclusive  of  the  repairs  as  above 
stated,  and  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  yards,  ren- 
dezvous, receiving  vessels,  of  superintendents,  and  civil  offi- 
cers, at  ail  the  shore  establishments,  and  at  the  present  cost 
of  those  establishments,  is — 

For  pay  of  officers  and  seamen  in  commission, 

superintendents,  and  civil  officers,  and  all 

others,  at  all  the  establishments,  about  -  $2,500,000 

For  provisions,          -             -             -  -  750,000 

For  medicines  and  hospital  storei*,       -  -  60,000 

For  ordnance  stores,  powder,  &.C.       -  -  120,000 

For  contingencies  of  all  kinds,             -  -  390,000 


Total  for  the  navy  branch,  -  $3,850,000 


If  the  marines  are  continued  as  a  part  of  the  naval  estab- 
lishment, instead  of  substituting  ordinary  seamen  and  lands- 
men for  them  in  vessels,  and  watchmen  in  navy  yards,  and 
transferring  the  marines  to  the  army  as  artillery,  as  has 
sometimes  been  suggested,  the  sum  of  about  $400,000,  an- 
nually, will  be  required  for  that  corps. 

To  determine  the  annual  amount  which  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  appropriate  to  prepare  the  vessels  and  reserve 
frames  and  other  ma^rials  which  have  been  proposed, 
some  time  must  be  assumed,  within  which  they  shall  be 
prepared.  Believing  that  reference  to  the  ability  of  the 
Treasury  to  meet*the  probable  demands  upon  it,  for  all  the 
purposes  of  the  (Government,  must  necessarily  be  considered 
in  determining  what  amount  may  be  allotted  to  the  navy, 
the  Board  have  examined  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  respectfully  propose  to  establish  the  or- 
dinary annual  appropriations  for  the  navy,  including  the 
ordnance,  at  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

The  operation  of  such  annual  appropriations  may  be 
seen  by  the  following  recapitulation  of  the  proposed  heads 
of  expenditure: 

For  the  force  in  commission,  and  its  dependen- 
cies; as  before  stated^        -  -    •        -  $3^850^000 


The  average  appropriation  for  navy  yards,     -  $500,000 
For  ttie  repairs  and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,  -  950,000 
For  building  vessels  and  purchase  of  mate- 
rials,       -----  1,300,000 


Total  for  the  navy  proper. 
For  the  marine  corps. 


6,600,000 
400,000 

$7,000,000 


By  the  adoption  of  this  gross  sum  for  the  navy  and  its 
dependencies,  and  the  other  items  as  proposed,  $1,300,000 
would  be  annually  applied  to  increasing  the  number  of  our 
vessels  and  the  purchase  of  materials ;  and,  with  this  annual 
expenditure,  the  deficiency  of  $17,760,000  would  not  be 
supplied  sooner  than  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years, 
or  at  about  the  year  1850.  The  Board  consider  this  as  the 
most  remote  period  at  which  the  proposed  force  ought  to  be 
ready,  and  are  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  prepared  much 
sooner,  should  Congress  deem  it  necessary  or  advisable  to 
make  larger  appropriations  than  have  been  suggested. 

The  Board  have  expressed  the  opinion  tliat  no  more  ves- 
sels should  be  launched  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
meet  the  demands  for  the  force  to  be  kept  in  commission; 
but,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  they  recommend  that  the 
other  additional  force  should  be  in  such  a  state  of  readiness, 
that  it  may  be  launched  and  equipped  by  the  time  that  men 
could  be  obtained  for  it.  This  arrangement  renders  an 
early  attention  to  the  completion  of  all  the  building-slips, 
ship-houses,  and  launching- ways,  at  the  different  yards,  so 
that  the  ships  may  be  built,  and  that  our  docks,  wharves, 
workshops,  and  storehouses,  should  be  finished ;  that  our 
ships  may  be  equipped  with  the  greatest  economy  and  de- 
spatch, whenever  they  may  be  required. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  the  Board  would  respect- 
fully oflfcr  some  remarks  upon  the  form  of  the  appropria^ 
tions,  and  suggest  some  attention  to  existing  acts  of  Con- 
gress. 

By  the  separate  acts  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  for  building  and 
icbuilding  different  vessels — altogether  seven  in  number — 
each  appropriation  is  rendered  separate  and  distinct,  al- 
though the  general  object  is  the  same,  and  requires  the  use 
of  the  same  kinds  of  materials.  It  is  necessary,  in  con- 
formity to  the  law  of  tlie  3d  of  March,  1809,  that  the 
vouchers,  receipts,  expenditures,  and  accounts  of  each 
should  be  kept  separately ;  and,  in  strictness,  no  article 
purchased  for  one  can  be  applied  to  the  use  of  another, 
however  desirable  or  economical  such  use  may  be. 

It  is  suggested,  therefore,  for  consideration,  whether  it 
might  not  be  very  advantageous  for  Congress  to  determine, 
by  some  general  act  or  resolution,  the  number  and  classes 
of  vessels  which  the  President  might  be  authorized  to  have 
built,  or  for  which  materials  might  be  procured ;  and  then 
appropriate  specially  the  amounts  which  might  0b  devoted 
to  those  objects,  and  for  keeping  the  force  afloat  in  repair, 
under  the  general  head  of  «« For  building  and  repairing  ves- 
sels, and  for  purchase  of  materials  and  stores." 

The  adoption  of  some  such  plan,  and  removing  the  spe- 
cial restrictions  which  now  exist,  and  requiring,  as  at  pres- 
ent, detailed  estimates  for  the  current  repairs,  and  reports 
of  proceedings  in  building  vessels  and  for  purchase  of  ma> 
terials,  would,  it  is  believed,  greatly  simplify  and  diminish 
the  number  of  accounts  at  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
in  all  the  navy  yards,  without  infringing  in  any  degree  the 
principle  of  special  appropriations;  would  furnish  to  Con- 
gress all  the  mformation  they  now  receive,  and  would  ena- 
ble us  at  all  times  to  use  those  materials  which  are  best  pre- 
pared, and  most  appropriate  for  the  diflercnt  objects  for 
which  they  might  be  wanted. 

The  Board  beg  leave,  also,  respectfully  to  state  their 
opinion  of  the  necessity  for  the  services  of  a  competent  civil 
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engineer  for  the  navy,  to  furnish  plans  and  estimates  for  all  In  this  report  they  present  estimates  of  mnch  larger 
hydraulic  and  dvil  objects,  and  to  have  a  general  superin-  amount  than  those  contained  in  their  report  of  the  2d  of 
tendence  of  their  construction,  under  the  direction  of  the  March  last,  as  the  maximum  which,  in  their  opinion. 
Department.  The  particular  character  of  these  works  re-  might  he  beneficially  expended,  annually,  towards  com- 
qnbes  the  supen'ision  of  such  a  person,  not  less  from  mo-  '  pleting  the  naval  defences  of  the  country,  <*  without  any 
tives  of  economy  in  the  ordinary  expenditures,  than  from  |  limit  in  reference  to  the  means." 

the  more  important  consideration  of  their  proper  arrange-  ;      It  will  be  perceived  that  these  estimates  are  haaed  upon 

ment,  solidity  of  construction,  and  durability.  j  the  supposition  that  our  naval  preparations  shall  have  uo 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  limit,  except  that  imposed  by  a  due  regard  to  the  public  rev. 

JNO.  R0DGER9.       ,  enues,  and  by  the  probable  condition  of  other  maritims 

To  the  Hon.  M.  DfCKKasoir,  ;  nations;  and  that  the  fixed,  immovable  fortifications  of  <nr 

Secretary  nftht  Navy.  country  are  to  be  kept  within  prescribed  limits;  and  also 

'  upon  the  supposition  that  we  shall  erect  six  dry  docks  io 

4  ;  addition  to  those  already  completed,  to  wit :  one  at  Ports- 

,_         .  ••i_\  1^.,.  I  mouth,  one  at  Boston,  two  at  New  York,  one  at  Norfolk, 

Upon  the  suppojmon  that  the  naval  force  to  be  so  pre-  ^j  ^„^  ^^  Hensacola. 
pared  that  it  might  be  equipped  for  sea  at  short  notice,  shall  gj^^^jj  j^  „^j  ^  ^^^^  expedient  by  Congreea  to  in- 
consist  of  16  ships  of  the  line,  26  frigates,  2S  riooF*  of  ^^^  ^^^  „^^^j  p^paraUons  to  the  extent  oontampUted  by 
war,  26  steamers,  25  smaller  vessels,  and  that  the  frames  ^^^  Commissioneni ;  or  should  the  estimates  for  iifimovabto 
and  other  durable  materials  shaU  be  provided  forlO  dupe  I  fortificaUons,  now  submitted,  be  adopted;  or  should  it  not 
ofthelmeand  10  fngates.  Ma  reserve,  the  followmgstate-  :  be  deemed  expedient  to  provide,  at  this  Ume,  for  the  con- 
ment  shows  the  total  number  and  character  of  the  anna-  !  ^ruction  of  six  dry  docks,  a  corresponding  redocUon  in  the 
menu  which  the  who  e  force  will  require,  the  number  ,^^0MnX  of  the  estimates  of  the  Commissioners  should  be 
which  can  be  furnished  from  the  ordnance  on  hand,  and  -  ^^^ 

the  number  which  will  be  still  required:  j     j^  '^^^  ^^to  be  observed,  that  tlie  estimates  of  expendi- 

m     ,  XT  .  ^H*'^  °I.^1"*-  ^'^^^^    Sloops   8tetiner«.  S.  V.    .^res  are  made  without  regard  to  the  effect  they  may  have 

Total  No.  required,      2.5  36  »5  26  26  j  ^j^^  commercial  shipping  interest  of  the  ciunti^. 

On  hand,  for  1!  !!  !^  ^  1!  I     An  expenditure  of  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of 

-.      .  dollars  annually,   for  the  « gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 

l>eficlen^  1«  13  »  ^^  13  I  and  coUccUon  of  materials,"  would,  in  my  opinion,  crcaU 

Besides  the  bomb-cannon,   guns,  and  carronndes    for  I  ^^  ^  j^^^^j  f„,  ^^^  ^^  materials  as  esi^tially  to  in- 

these  armamcntis  there  would  be  required  shot,  shells,  ;  crease  the  expense  of  ship-building,  which  could  ni  fcU  to 

small  arms,  pistols,  and  cuUasses,  and  a  supply  of  powder      .^.^  ^.^i     navigaUng  interestsan  advantage  over  «ur  own. 

suffiaent  for  equipping  a  strong  force,  m  case  of  a  sudden  ;      i  ^y^^^^^^  j^  jue  to  myself,  in  presenting  the  leportof  the 

emergency.  ,       ^  „  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  to  make  the  foregoing 

The  cost  of  these  objects  may  be  estimated  as  follows:       i  observations 
ArmMients  for  U  ships  of  the  lin^  at  $46,000    ^  j  ^.ve  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

each,         .  -  -  -  -    f  080, 000  i  gprvanj 

13  frigates,  16,500      «H,600  )  '  MAHLON  DICKER80N. 

Odoops,  MOO         64,000!      Hon.  M.  Vak  BraRir, 

25  steamers,  3,000        75,000  President  of  the  Senate. 

13  smaller  vessels,  1,500         19,600  |  "^ 


For  guns,  bomb-cannon,  and  carronados,  #993,000  Navt  CoMMissiosrEas'  Officx, 

100  shot  to  each  gun,  and  200  shells  to  each  i  April  21,  1836 

bomb  cannon,  and  shells  for  guns,  -      f^T,©©©  j      g,^.  ^j^e  Commissionens  of  the  Navy  have  had  thehonor 

o'r2«  ^"^^^^^ .       '  -  "  -       ^?^»2?$  '  of  receiving  from  your  hands  the  resoluUon  of  the  8enate 

8,500  pairs  of  pistols,  -  -  -         43,760  j  ^f  ^^  jgy,  instant,  with  directions,  given  peiBonally,  and 

«*^J  u^     .  *^         :  '  "  ■        ^^'^^^  .  by  endorsement  on  the  resolution,  to  report  thereon. 

0,i»00  barrels  of  porrtler,         -  -  -      202^  |      The  resolution  requires  that  the  Senate  be  informed 

~      """^^  •  **  what  is  the  maximum  amount  which  can  be  beDe6cial)y 
Sl,600,2o0  :  expended,  annually,  towards  completing  the  naval  defences 

I  of  the  country— embracing,  first,  ordnance  and  ordnance 

A   LATER  REPORT    FROM    THE    SECRETARY  1  •U)rcs;»econd,  gradual  incr^  of  the  navy  and  a^UecUon 
OP  THE  NAVY  materials;  third,  repairs;  fourth,  navy  yards  and  docks, 

,  and  other  incidental  heads  of  expenditure — provided  the 

^        ^  I  appropriations  for  the  expenditure  be  made  at  once,  for  a 

WAvr  usPAnxxKHT,  ^^j^  of  years,  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treawry  annually,  as 

.Y;7rW2r,1836.  ,„eeded." 
6in  :  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  In  the  report  which  the  Commissioners  had  the  honor  of 
1 9th  instant,  requiring  of  this  Department  « to  inform  the  presenting  to  you  on  the  2d  ultimo,  it  was  proposed  **  that 
Senate  what  is  the  maximum  amount  which  can  be  bene-  the  force  to  be  prepared  ready  for  use  when  circumstances 
ficially  expended,  annually,  towards  completing  the  naval  may  require  it,  shall  consist  of  fiAeen  idiips  of  the  line, 
defences  of  the  country-^embracing,  Ist,  ordnance  and  twenty-five  frigates,  twenty-five  sloops  of  war,  twonty-five 
ordnance  stores ;  2d,  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  and  col-  '  steamers,  and  twenty-five  smaller  vessels;  and  that  the 
lection  of  materials;  3d,  repairs;  4th,  navy  yards  and  frames  and  other  timber,  the  copper,  ordnance,  tanks^  and 
docks,  and  other  incidental  heads  of  expenditure — ^provided  chain  cables,  shall  also  be  prepared  for  ten  diipe  of  the 
the  appropriations  for  the  expenditures  be  made  at  once,  for  line  and  ten  frigates."  It  was  further  observed  that  **  the 
a  scries  of  years,  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  annually,  force  to  be  ready  for  use  would  employ  thirty  thouaand 
as  needed,'*  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  subiect  was  seamen — ^tbe  number  assumed  as  that  for  which  veaaels 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  whose  re-  '  ought  to  be  prepared,  for  the  commencement  of  a  state  of 
port  b  herewith  submitted.  \  hostilities."    In  preparing  that  report,  the  Board^  unap- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sj  Seaton's  Register. 


95 


JUKUtary  and  Naval  Defences. 


[S4thCo]ro.  IstSvsi 


prized  of  your  views  or  those  of  the  Government  upon  the 
subject,  looked  to  the  then  fiscal  condition  of  the  country, 
u  exhibited  in  the  Treasury  reports,  and  thence  drew  the 
inferences  expressed  as  to  the  sums  which  might  annually 
and  conveniently  bo  applied  towards  completing  our  naval 
defences,  confining  their  views  to  the  supposed  conve- 
nience of  the  Treasury,  and  indicating  rather  the  minimum 
of  the  amount  of  money  necessary  to  place  the  naval  de* 
fences  of  the  United  States  upon  the  footing  of  strength 
and  respectability  due  to  the  security  and  welfare  of  the 
Union. 

But  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  calls  for  the  maximum 
amount  which  can  be  beneficially  expended,  annually,  to- 
wards completing  the  naval  defences  of  the  country,  with- 
out any  limit  in  reference  to  the  means.  The  question 
thus  presented  appears  to  be  unfettered  with  any  restric- 
tion, or  any  consideration,  other  than  that  which  refers  ex- 
clusively to  the  completion  of  the  naval  defences  of  the 
country. 

Had  the  resolution  given  any  intimation  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  naval  force,  or,  in  other  words,  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  (he  force  deemed  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  a  satisfactory  reply  might  more  easily  and  with 
more  certainty  come  within  the  professional  ability  of  the 
Board.  Uninfonned  upon  this  material  point  as  to  the 
views  of  the  honorable  body  by  whom  the  resolution  was 
passed,  the  Board  must  of  necessity  express  their  own,  to 
•how  the  basis  of  their  calculations  upon  the  subject. ' 

If  it  be  the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  to  consider 
the  navy  as  "our  first  and  best  fortification;'*  if  it  be  de- 
termined that  our  naval  preparations  shall  have  no  limit 
except  that  imposed  by  a  due  regard  to  public  revenues, 
and  bythe  probable  condition  of  otiiier  maritime  nations;  if 
the  fixed,  immovable  fortifications  of  our  country  are  to  be 
kept  within  prescribed  limits,  that  the  naval  defences,  deem- 
ed more  important  because  more  efficient,  may  be  enlarged 
to  an  extent  necesmry  to  defend  our  coast  on  the  ocean, 
and  guard  it  against  invasion,  the  Commissioners  would, 
with  great  deference,  though  with  entire  confidence  in  its 
correctness,  express  the  opinion  that  an  increase  of  naval 
preparations  beyond  that  proposed  in  their  letter  of  the  Sd 
ultimo  may  become  a  measure  of  wise  precaution  in  refer- 
ence to  the  high  interests  thus  committed  to  the  protection 
of  the  navy,  and  the  solemn  duties  and  responsibilities  im- 
posed upon  it.  Our  means  of  naval  defence  and  annoy- 
ance should  surely  be  such  as,  when  exerted  against  those 
possessed  by  other  maritime  nations  with  whom  we  may 
come  in  conflict,  would  fairly  promise,  if  not  secure,  success. 

Leaving,  however,  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  naval 
preparations  to  be  decided  by  those  with  whom  the  decision 
rests,  the  Commissioners  will  suppose  that  fifteen  ships  of 
the  line,  twenty -five  frigates,  twenty-five  sloops  of  war, 
twenty-five  steamers,  and  twenty-five  smaller  Tesiels,  with 
the  frames  and  other  timber,  the  copper,  ordnance,  tanks, 
and  chain  cables,  for  ten  ships  of  the  line  and  ten  frigates, 
as  a  reserve  force,  may  be  considered  as  the  amount  of 
force  which  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  provide; 
and  upon  this  hypothesis  they  base  the  reply  to  the  resolu- 
tion which  they  have  now  the  honor  to  submit,  observing 
here  that.  If  a  greater  force  be  adjudged  expedient,  the  means 
necessary  to  provide  it  must  be  proportionately  increased. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  every  ship  belonging  to  the 
navy  should  be  kept  in  such  a  state  of  preparation  that  her 
Hill  equipment  and  readiness  for  actual  service,  on  any 
emergency,  may  be  secured  by  the  time  a  crew  can  be  col- 
lected for  her.  The  hulls  of  those  not  in  service  at  sea 
should  be  frequently  examined  and  kept  in  good  condition; 
their  armament,  masts,  spars,  boats,  tanks,  chain  cables, 
and  imperishable  stores  of  every  description,  should  be  pro- 
cured, and  carefully  preserved  in  a  state  of  readinew  for 
immediate  use;  and  there  should  be  always  kept  on  hand 
a  full  supply  of  seaMmad  timber,  of  all  kinds  uaed  in  the 


construction  of  ships  of  war,  and  a  full  supply  of  spare 
ready-made  masts  and  spars,  of  sizes  and  dimensions  adapt- 
ed to  each  of  the  various  classes  of  our  ships. 

Our  navy  yards  should  possess  all  the  conveniences  and 
facilities  of  building  and  repairing  ships  of  every  class,  with 
the  greatest  despatch  and  economy.  They  should  possess 
ample  means  of  seasoning  and  preserving  timber,  and  of 
keeping  in  a  state  of  perfect  security  and  preservation,  ready 
for  immediate'use,  all  the  stores  and  munitions,  of  every  d^ 
scription,  essential  in  the  equipment  and  armament  of  our 
ships.  To  place  the  yards  in  this  condition,  preparatlona 
involving  large  expenditures  are  indispensable.  Dry  docks, 
timber  docks,  seasoning  sheds,  building  slips,  lannrhiwg 
ways,  ship-houses,  store-houses,  smitheries,  workshops, 
wharves,  &c.,  must  be  possessed  to  an  extent  proportionate 
to  the  number  and  size  of  our  ships,  and  the  quantity  of 
materials  to  be  kept  on  hand.  We  cannot,  in  a  state  of 
peace,  secure  the  services  of  our  ships  as  promptly  as  would 
be  desirable,  without  these  conveniences.  In  war,  when 
time  is  all-important,  when  celerity  of  movement  and  vig- 
orous action  are  alike  in  constant  requisition,  the  want  of 
them  would  paralyze  every  exertion,  and  be  felt  as  a  heavy 
national  calamity.  Suppose  a  squadron  coming  into  port 
after  a  long  cruise,  or  after  a  serious  engagement  at  sea,  or 
after  encountering  usual  storms,  the  ships  composing  it 
would  require  repairs,  some  of  them  probably  very  exten- 
nve;  many  might  require  docking,  and  they  arrive  at  a 
port  where  there  is  but  one  dock;  while  one  is  in  dock,  the 
residue  must  wait  and  take  their  turn  to  be  docked,  and 
months,  at  least,  may  elapse  before  the  squadron  (possibly 
wanted  for  immediate  service)  can  be  repaired  and  put  in  a 
condition  for  further  service.  Golden  opportunities  of  sus- 
taining the  honor  of  our  flag  and  advancing  the  highest  in- 
terests of  our  country  may  thus  be  lost 

But,  without  supposing  a  case,  the  present  actual  con* 
dition  of  our  ships  at  New  York  may  be  cited  as  affording 
ample  illustration  of  the  value  of  these  facilities  and  con- 
veniences, and  particularly  in  reference  to  docka.  If  wo 
possessed  them  at  that  yard,  the  ships  now  there,  particu- 
larly those  of  the  line,  which  require  extensive  repaln^ 
might  be  put  in  a  condition  for  service  in  a  much  shorter 
space  of  time,  more  effectually,  at  far  less  expense,  and 
without  incurring  'any  of  the  risks  attending  the  process  of 
heaving  down. 

With  these  considerations  in  view,  the  Commissionere 
would  observe  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion and  eight  hundred  thousand  dollan  might  be  •<  bene- 
ficially expended"  in  procuring  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores;  that  the  maxmium  amount  which  could  be  expend- 
ed in  the  first  year,  from  the  date  of  an  appropriation, 
would  probably  not  exceed  $300,000,  but  in  the  second 
and  iubsequent  yean  at  least  $500,000  might  be  benefi- 
cially expended  in  providing  cannon,  carrunades,  bombs, 
shot,  bomb-shells,  muskets,  pistols,  cutlasses,  boarding- 
pikes,  boarding-axes,  powder  or  the  materials  for  making 
it,  and  all  the  other  various  articles  necessary  to  the  arma- 
ment of  the  ships.  That  for  «  the  increase  of  the  navy 
and  collection  of  materials,"  the  sum  of  sixteen  millions  of 
dollare  might  be  beneflcislly  expended;  that  during  the 
first  year  the  expenditure  for  timber  could  not  be  very  con- 
siderable. It  might  be  contracted  for  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  but  the  trees  should  not  be  felled  before  the 
month  of  October  next,  and  the  contractore  would  not 
probably  commence  delivering  the  timber  at  the  yards  be^ 
fore  April  or  May,'  1837;  and  possibly  such  interruptions 
from  Indian  hostilities  might  arise  in  gettmg  out  the  live 
oak  as  to  postpone  the  operations  of  those  engaged  in  that 
business  for  a  still  greater  length  of  time.  But  the  im- 
perishable articles  of  copper,  iron,  and  lead,  might  be  pro- 
cured probably  during  the  fint  year;  and  it  may  be  ob- 
serVed,  as  an  inducement  to  procure  them  now,  that  the 
prices  now  asked  for  each  articles  are  aa  low  as  they  hara 
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ever  been  known  to  lie.     ThiB  observation   ia  grounded 
upon  the  latest  contracts  made  for  copper  and  iron. 

Under  all  circumstances,  the  Commissioners  believe  that 
the  sum  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  might  be  ju- 
diciously expended  «*  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy, 
and  collection  of  materials,"  during  the  first  year  after  an 
appropriation;  and  that  in  the  six  subsequent  years  the 
residue  of  the  $16,000,000  (viz:  $14,500,000)  might  be 
expended;  making,  in  these  years,  an  average  expenditure 
of  about  $2,417,000. 

The  probable  inability  to  expend  any  considerable  sum 
during  the  first  year,  for  timber,  is  a  circumstance  not  to 
be  regretted,  because  we  have  not  the  means  of  seasoning 
and  preserving  it.  The  preparation  of  such  means,  which 
consist  of  timber  docks  and  seasoning  sheds,  should  pre- 
cede the  reception  of  timber.  They  may  be  prepared  by 
the  time  the  timber  will  be  delivered;  and  when  they  shall 
be  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  timber,  the  timber  should 
be  procured  as  eariy  as  may  be  practicable,  in  order  to  give 
it  the  longest  time  possible  for  seasoning,  before  it  shall  be 
actually  used  in  the  construction  or  repair  of  ships. 

As  to  "repairs,"  the  operations  under  this  head  would 
necessarily  be  protracted  and  limited,  until  we  can  have  a 
sufficient  number  of  dry  docks,  and  other  conveniences  for 
repairing  ships  of  war.  We  have  now  only  two  diy  docks: 
one  at  Norfolk,  the  other  at  Boston;  so  that  only  one  ves- 
sel can  be  taken  into  dock  at  a  time  at  either  of  those  pla- 
ces; and  at  other  yi^rds  where  we  have  ships  of  the  line,  it 
would  probably  be  advisable  rather  to  wait  the  constniction 
of  docks,  before  commencing  any  repairs  which  their  bot- 
toms may  require.  The  Commissioners,  however,  believe 
that,  under  this  head,  nine  hundred  thousand  to  a  million 
of  dollars  may  be  annually  and  judiciously  expended. 

Upon  the  subject  of  «*  navy  yards,  docks,  and  other  in- 
cidental heads  of  expenditure,"  the  Board  would  respect- 
fully observe  that  the  plans  for  improving  the  yards  adopted 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  1827,  and  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  contemplate  expenditures 
to  a  large  amount,  the  means  of  estimating  which  are  not 
in  the  possession  of  the  Board.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  it  will  require  a  'series  of  years  to  complete  the  im- 
provements, and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  expense  will 
unavoidably  be  very  large.  But  to  confine  our  views  at 
present  to  a  portion  of  those  improvements — say  a  dry  dock 
at  Portsmouth,  an  additional  dry  dock  at  Boston,  two  dry 
docks  at  New  York,  an  additional  dry  dock  at  NorfoU^ 
and  a  dry  dock  at  Pensacola,  with  the  number  of  timber 
docks,  timber  sheds,  ship-houses,  slips,  wharves,  store- 
houses,  d:c.,  required  for  these  and  other  yards,  and  adapt- 
ed to  the  proposed  force,  and  essential  to  keep  it  in  a  state 
of  desirable  preparation  for  service — one  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars  may  be  considered  as  the  maximum  amount 
which  cpuld  be  «  beneficially  expended"  during  the  first 
year;  but  for  each  succeeding  year  two  millions  and  a  half 
may  bo  expended,  and  very  beneficially,  until  the  necessa- 
ry improvements  shall  bo  completed. 

These  views  present  the  following  results,  showing  the 
maximum  amounts  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Navy 
Commissioners,  might  be  beneficially  expended  annually, 
for  difTerent  series  of  years: 

1st.  «  Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,"  during  the  first 
year  $300,000,  and  during  the  second  year  $500,000;  the 
thiid  year  $500,000,  and  the  fourth  year  $500,000. 

2d.  « Gradual  increase  of  the  navy  and  collection  of 
materials,"  during  the  first  year  $1,500,000,  and  each  of 
the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  aixUi,  and  seventh  years, 
about  $2,417,000. 

3d.  <*  Repairs,"  about  $1,000,000,  say  one  million  of 
dollars  annually. 

4th.  Navy  yards  and  docks,  and  other  incidental  heads 
of  expenditure,  $1,500,000  during  the  first  year,  and  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  during  the  second  year,  and 


the  like  sum  annually,  till  the  necessary  improvements  be 
completed. 

If  an  appropriation  adopting  these  views  were  made,  and 
the  number  and  description  of  vessels  recommended  in  our 
letter  of  the  2d  ultimo  were  kept  in  commission,  without 
diminution  or  increase,  then  the  annual  naval  expeD^tnie, 
exclusive  of  the  expenditure  under  <' gradual  improve- 
ment," but  including  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  tnna- 
ally  for  the  corps  of  marines,  would  be — 
For  tiie  first  year         -  -  -    $8,550,000 

For  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  years,  each  10,667,000 
For  the  fifth,  sixUi,  and  seventii  years,  each  10,167,000 
For  subsequent  years,  each  -  -       7,750,000 

until  the  improvements  in  the  navy  yards  should  be  com- 
pleted to  the  extent  desirable  and  necessary. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  RODGER8. 

Hon.  M.  DicRXRSoir, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

III  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  ealiing  for  in- 
formation concerning  the  Indiati  tribes,  4rC' 

War  DxPARTjfBHT,  March  Q,  1836. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  2d  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  a 
tabular  statement,  giving  thS  information  called  for  respect- 
ing the  number  and  situation  of  the  Indians  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  this  Department  can  . 
furnish  it,  and  a  report  from  Major  General  Macomb,  con- 
taining a  plan  for  an  increase  of  the  numerical  strength  of 
the  army,  accompanied  by  tables,  showing  the  positions 
now  occupied  by  it,  the  number  to  which  it  is  proposed  to 
increase  it,  its  distribution,  should  such  an  incremse  take 
place,  and  the  additional  expense  which  will  attend  the 
measure. 

It  is,  of  course,  impracticable  to  furnish  any  thing  likf 
accurate  information  concerning  the  number  of  the  Indians 
All  that  can  be  expected  is  such  an  approximation  towards 
the  truth  as  our  means  of  communication  with  them  will 
permit.  The  population  of  those  tribes  which  are  in  con- 
tact with  our  settlements,  and  more  particularly  of  those  to 
whom  annuities  are  paid,  may  be  estimated  with  considera- 
ble probability.  But  all  computations  of  this  nature,  re- 
specting the  remote  and  wandering  tribes,  must  be  received 
with  much  doubt. 

It  appears,  as  a  general  result,  from  this  statement,  that  | 
about  31,000  Indians  have  removed  from  the  easteni  to  the  I 
western  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  that  about  72,000  I 
yet  remain  to  be  removed.     With  a  majority  of  the  Utter,  1 
treaty  stipulations  already  exist  for  their  removal,  or  for  each  ^ 
arrangements  as  will  necessarily  lead  to^it     And  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  nearly  all  of  them  will,  within  a  frw 
years,  quit  their  present  residences,  and  withdraw  to  the 
countTy  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas.     I  would  remark 
here,  that  this  statement  shows  an  increase  of  about  10,000 
over  the  tables  heretofore  prepared  at  this  Department  upon 
this  subject.     This  increase  has  been  occasioned  by  a  cen- 
sus reoentiy  taken  of  the  Eastern  Cherokeea,  and  which 
shows  the  population  of  those  Indians  to  be  about  18,000. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  indigenous  tribes  of  the  region  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  amount  to 
about  168,000.     These,  added  to  the  emigrants  already  re- 
moved, will  make  upwards  of  181,000;  and  when  all  the 
tribes  are  removed,  there  will  be  an  aggregate  Indian  popu- 
lation in  that  country  of  more  than  250,000.     This,  it  will 
be  observed,  is  independent  of  the  Indians  upon  the  penin- 
sula of  Michigan,  upon  the  ahores  of  Lake  Huron   and 
Lake  Superior,  upon  the  northern  coast  of  Lake  liichigan, 
and  of  the  various  bands  of  the  gre^t  Chippewa  family ,  oc- 
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cupyipg  the  regiont  footh  of  Lake  Superior,  and  upon  the 
heads  of  the  Missiffisippi.  Much  of  this  country  is  of  such 
a  character  that  we  cannot  look  forward  to  anj  reasonable 
time  within  which  all  these  Indians  will  be  required  to  em- 
igrate. Those,  however,  in  the  peninsula  of  Michigan, 
will,  no  doubt,  remove  within  a  few  yean,  and  will  still 
further  increase  the  aggregate  of  the  Indian  population  in 
the  West. 

It  is  difficult,  from  the  mode  of  life  and  consequent  dis- 
persed condition  of  the  Indians,  to  state  their  positions  ac- 
curately, with  relation  to  the  inland  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  extending  from  Arkansas  to  Maine.  Beginning, 
however,  at  Red  river,  it  will  be  found  that  almost  all  this 
force  is  in  contact,  or  may  be  in  communication  with  the 
Western  and  Northwestern  frontier  of  the  United  States. 
The  Indians  are  very  sparsely  scattered  along  the  shore  of 
Lake  Superior,  and  towards  the  sources  of  the  Miasissispi. 
Tho  Chippewas  and  Siour,  extensive  families,  and  separa- 
ted into  many  bands,  divide  those  regions  among  them. 
These  Indians  are  brought  into  contact  upon  the  Mississip- 
pi, about  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony.  And  as  feuds  have  ex- 
isted between  them  for  ages,  they  frequently  send  war  par- 
ties against  each  other,  and,  by  this  means,  outrages  have 
been  committed  upon  our  citizens.  This  state  of  things  ren- 
ders Fort  Snelting,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's,  an  im- 
portant point. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  tabular  statement,  that  the  Indians 
in  the  State  of  New  York  are  supposed  to  be  about  4,000. 
But  this  Department  has  not  the  means  of  ascertaining, 
with  any  precision,  the  number  upon  the  Northeastern  fron- 
tier, in  the  State  of  Maine.  They  have  generally  been  com- 
puted in  the  statistical  tables  at  about  1,000. 

The  statements  herewith  furnished  embrace  all  the  trilies 
who  now  occupy,  or  who  it  is  supposed  will  occupy,  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  extending  to  the  Uodiy 
I        Mountains.     It  may  be  safely  estimated  that  tMs  amount  of 
I        Indian  population  can  furnish   15,000  warri.^rs,  who  may 
be  considered  so  nearly  in  contact  with  our  settlements  as 
t       to  render  them  at  all  times  dangerous  neighbors,  unless  kept 
in  check  by  a  proper  disposition  of  our  military  force;  and 
it  is  probable  that  double  that  number  could  be  supplied,  4f 
I       any  circumstances  should  occasion  a  general  war  in  that  re- 
f       gion,   in  which  the  Indians  could  be  brought  to  unite. 
Such  a  result,  however,  is  altogether  improbable,  as  many 
of  these  tribes  are  hereditaiy  enemies,  and  are  in  a  constant 
j       state  of  hostilities  with  one  another.     And,  from  the  dis- 
persed condition  of  the  Indians,  as  well  as  from  their  habits 
and  the  nature  of  their  institutions,  a  general  coalition  is  not 
to  be  anticipated.     Nor,  indeed,  if  it  existed,  could  such  a 
force  be  coUec^d  and  brought  to  act  together.     Still,  how- 
'       ever,  it  \b  obvious  that  even  now  there  b  upon  our  Western 
\       frontier  a  large  force,  which  has  been  augmented,  and  is  yet 
augmenting,  by  the  action  of  the  Government,  and  upon 
'       whose  peaceable  or  friendly  disposition  no  reliance  can  be 
'        placed.     And  the  scenes  which  are  now  going  on  in  Flori- 
^       da,  and  those  which  have  frequently  taken  place  elsewhere, 
'       show  that  the  Indians  are  totally  ignorant  of  their  own  rel- 
'        ative  strength  and  that  of  the  United  States,  or.  that,  in  a 
'        moment  of  impulse,  they  are  totally  indifferent  to  it.    A  just 
'       regard  to  the  tranquillity  of  an  important  section  of  the 
'        Union  requires  that  measures  should  be  permanently  adopt- 
ed for  preventing  a   renewal  of  those  predatory  incursions 
which  have  occasioned  so  much  loss  of  life  and  property. 
!  In  further  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  I 

s       have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  consider  the  *•  present  mili- 
tary force  of  the  United  States"  insufficient  **  to  garrison 
»        the  fortifications  of  the  seaboard,  and  at  the  same  time  give 
I        protection  to  the  inhabitapts  residing  in  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories bordering  on  the  Indian  frontier." 

I'he  aggregate  number  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates  of  the  army,  according  to  the  ex- 
isting laws,  is  6,  .301.     This  is  exclusive  of  the  men  en- 
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gaged  in  the  ordnance  seivice,  who  are  principally  artifi- 
cers, and  are  employed  in  duties  relating  to  the  custody, 
preservation,  repairs,  dec,  of  the  public  arms.  Owing,  how- 
ever, to  sickness,  to  occasional  absence,  and  to  the  time  lost 
in  recruiting  and  in  marching  to  join  their  respective  corpse 
as  well  as  to  other  causes,  the  actual  disposable  strength 
does  not  average  more  than  5,260.  This  is  now  organixed 
into  one  regiment  of  dragoons,  four  regiments  of  artiUisry, 
and  seven  regiments  of  infantry,  occupying  fifly-three  sta^ 
*tions,  extending  along  the  whole  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  inland  and  Atlantic.  If  equally  divided,  the  force 
actually  in  service  would  allow  to  each  post  a  little  less  than 
one  hundred  effective  men. 

Extensive  and  permanent  fortifications  have  bec«i  con- 
structed upon  the  seaboard,  and  it  seems  to  be  generally 
conceded  that  our  most  important  points  of  communication 
with  the  ocean  should  be  gradually  rendered  secure  by  sim- 
ilar works  against  the  advance  of  an  enemy.  Those  forts, 
ns  they  are  finished,  should  be  occupied  by  troops,  not  only . 
to  prevent  such  insults  and  injuries  as  large  commercial 
places  are  exposed  to,  whose  approaches  are  not  sufficiently 
guarded,  but  also  to  keep  the  works  in  a  proper  state  of 
preservation.  These  duties,  it  is  believed,  will  require  the 
artillery  force  proposed  to  be  maintained.  Experience  has 
shown  that  we  are  perpetually  liable  to  occurrences  which* 
demand  the  concentration  and  movement  of  the  troops. 
Whenever  these  happen,  the  positions  occupied  must  re- 
main defenceless,  unless  a  greater  force  is  raised.  This  is 
now  the  state  of  things  along  almost  all  our  Atlantic 
border. 

With  respect  to  the  inland  frontier,  circumstances  of  a 
still  more  imperative  character  require  an  augmentation  of 
the  army.  Events  have  shown  that  our  force  in  that  quar- 
ter is  not  sufficient  to  keep  tlie  Indians  in  check.  Disturb- 
ances are  continually  occurring  at  comparatively  short  in- 
tervals, some  of  which  tprniinate  merely  by  alarming  and 
agitating  the  country,  while  others  lead  to  hostilities,  more 
or  less  extensive.  On  these  occasions,  the  regular  troops 
are  collected  from  great  distances,  and  a  militia  force  is  nsu- 
ally  called  out.  Heavy  expenditures  are  the  necessary  con- 
sequences, besides  the  loss  of  properly  and  derangement  of 
business  in  the  section  of  country  where  these  troubles  exist 
Instead  of  having  a  force  at  all  times  imbodied,  sufficient 
to  overawe  the  Indians,  or,  if  they  commence  hostilitiea, 
immediately  to  subdue  them,  much  time  is  lost  In  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements,  while  the  spirit  of  disaffection  is 
spreading,  and  the  hostile  force  becomes  thus  gpreatly  in- 
creased. Within  the  last  nine  years  we  have  haJ  four  dif- 
ficulties of  this  nature:  one  with  the  Winnebagoes,  two 
with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  and  one  with  the  Florida  Indians; 
which,  altogether,  have  occasioned  great  loss  of  pro})erty, 
great  derangement  of  business,  a  heavy  expenditure  of  mo* 
ney,  and  much  inconvenience  in  those  portions  of  country 
affected  by  those  troubles,  and  which  furnished  the  militia 
whose  services  were  required  to  aid  the  regular  troops  in 
their  operations.  An  augmentation  of  the  army  to  a  rea- 
sonable extent,  if  it  did  not  prevent  these  occurrences  alto- 
gether, would  certainly  render  them  less  frequent,  as  well 
as  less  injurious  and  extensive.  And  this  policy  is  not  less 
humane  than  useful.  It  u  far  better,  by  the  display  of 
force,  to  render  its  actual  employment  unnecessary,  than  it 
is  to  be  compelled  to  resort  to  it,  with  all  the  usual  accom- 
panimenti  of  an  Indian  campaign. 

The  army  is  so  constituted  that  a  very  considerable 
addition  may  be  made  to  its  rank  and  file,  with  but  little 
increase  in  the  expense  of  the  officers.  It  is  proposed  to 
auj;nciit  its  numerical  strength  to  9,955;  U»  leave  the  regi-  ^ 
ment  of  dragoons  as  it  now  is,  and  so  to  distribute  the  ad- 
ditional force  as  to  make  five  regiments  instead  of  four  of 
artillery,  and  nine  regiments  instead  of  seven  of  in&ntry. 
A  regiment  of  artillery  now  feoutains  497  non-commiaiion- 
!  ed  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  divided  into  nine  pom- 
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ptaiei;  and  a  regiment  of  infantry,  514  noo  commmioned  I  CENSUS  OF  INDIAN  TRIBES  REPORTED  IN  )83(r, 

offioen,  mosiciazii,  and  privates,  divided  into  ten  compa-  j  v..-./u^  «/•  i^a:^»  ««>.'»««y^/# 

ni«.     The  puTBibmitiwl  piopoae.  to  add  2,032  men  to  ^"'»*«'  ^/  *'^'^'  cmzgraitd. 

ibt  aitiUery,  and  1,622  to  the  infiuitiy,  and  to  divide  the  |  Winnebagoet,  -  -  -  - 

ngiments  of  both  arms  into  eight  companies  each,  giving  |  Chippewas,  Ottawas^  and  Pottawatamies, 

to  each  regiment  of  the  former  804  non-commissioned  :  Pottawatanues  from  Indiana,     - 

officen,  mnaicians,  and  privates,  and  to  each  regiment  of  |  ChocUws,        .... 

the  latter  690  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  •  Qoapaws, 


privates.     This  organization  into  companies  will  have  the 


Creeks, 


Total, 


advantage  of  uniformity,  and  it  is  believed  will  be  fonnd '  *Appalachicolas, 
mora  advantageous  to  the  service  than  the  existing  one.  '^'^  — *^" 
The  whole  artillery  force  now  authorized  by  law  is  1,088, 
and  that  of  the  inlantry  3,508,  which,  with  the  addition 
proposed,  will  make  the  whole  artillery  force  4,020,  and 
Uie  whole  infantry  force  5,220;  thus  raising  the  legal  es- 
tablishment of  the  army  to  9,055.  These  numbers,  it  will 
be  observed,  are  exclusive  of  the  commissioned  officers. 
By  anthoriting  the  President  to  require  one  of  these  regi- 
ments to  do  duty  as  riflemen,  and  one  as  light  intotry,  our 
militaiy  establishment  would  be  rendered  more  complete, 
and  in  some  situations  more  efficient;  and  this  might  be  done 
without  any  addition  to  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  troops. 
The  proposed  augmentation  of  the  non-commissioned 
officers,  privates,  and  musicians,  may  be  so  distributed  as 
not  to  require  any  change  in  the  number  of  the  regiments, 
or  in  the  grades  of  the  officers,  by  simply  adding  a  given 
number  to  each  company.  The  only  advantage,  however, 
of  ^is  plan  over  the  proposed  one  is,  that  it  may  be  car- 
ried into  efiect  at  a  little  less  expense.  This  consideration 
is  alwaja  important,  and,  when  not  counterbalanced  by 
otbar  oicomstances,  rtiould  be  decisive.  But  I  think  that 
in  this  ease  Uie  difierence  in  the  expenditure  is  net  suffi- 
cient to  outweigh  the  other  advantages  which  are  present- 
ed by  the  profet  herewith  submitted. 

It  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  number  of  second  lieutenanti 
from  142  to  112,  making  a  diminution  in  that  grade  of 
thirty;  and  at  the  same  time  to  add  tw^ity-five  other  officers, 
making  an  actual  reduction  of  five  in  the  existing  establish- 
ment. But  as  those  who  are  added  will  be  of  higher 
grades,  this  arrangement  will  occasion  an  increase  in  the 
annual  expense  of  $8,573,  as  is  shown  by  one  of  the  ac- 
companying tables.  But  it  will  give  more  efficiency  by 
the  increased  rank,  audiority,  and  experience,  of  the  officers, 
while  at  the  aame  time  it  will  probably  be  found  that  the 
number  of  men  proposed  to  be  added  to  each  regiment  will 
be  sufficiently  great  for  the  attention  of  all  the  officers.  It 
will  also  prevent,  in  some  degree,  that  dispersion  of  the 
regiments,  which  is  very  injurious  to  our  service,  as  it 
materially  impairs  the  personal  superintendence  of  the  field 
officers.  These  advantages  will  be  greater  as  the  sphere  of 
command  is  removed  to  the  more  remote  frontiers,  where 
cureumstances  necessarily  require  higher  responsibility  and 
more  experience. 

All  the  information  necessary  to  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
inereaaad  expense  which  will  attend  the  addition  herein 
proposed  to  the  numerical  strength  of  the  army,  will  be 
found  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

I  beg  leave  to  remarik  that  the  plan  of  organization  above 
proposed  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  non-commiasioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates of  the  army  will  be  about  ten  thousand.  That  is 
the  smallest  number  which,  under  present  circumstances, 
the  public  interests  will,  in  my  judgment,  allow.  Should 
Congress,  however,  think  it  proper  to  add  to  that  number, 
then  I  would  recommend  that  the  infantry  companies  be 
placed  upon  the  same  establishment  as  the  companies  of  ar- 
tillery. This  would  render  the  organization  uniform  in  all 
respects,  and,  from  the  casualties  of  the  service,  would  not 
probably  give  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  number  for  ac- 
tive field  operations. 

Vary  leapectfoUy,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

LEW.  CASS. 
Hon.  M.  Vav  BuwMtt  President  of  the  Smote, 


Cheroheea, 

KickapooB,       -  .  .  . 

Delawarea,       .... 

Shawanees,     -  -  •  - 

Ottawas,  -  .  -  - 

Weas,  ...  - 

Piankeshaws,  .... 

Peorias  and  KaskaAiaa, 

Senecas,  .  -  .  - 

Senecas  and  Shawanees, 

Total,  -  -  -  - 

Number  of  Indiana  to  remove. 
New  Vork  Indians,      ... 
Otuwas  of  Ohio,  .  .  - 

Wyandots,      .... 
Pottawatamies  of  Indiana, 
Miamies,  -  -  -  - 

Chippewas,  OtUwas,  and  Pottawatamies, 
Winnebagoes,  ... 

Menomoniea,    .  .  .  - 

Cheh>kees,  -         .   - 

Creeks,  .  -  -  - 

Chickasaws,    -  -  -  - 

Seminoles,       -  .  -  - 

Appalachicolas,  .  .  - 


700 

-  1,200 
441 

-  15,000 
300 

-  3,600 

265 

-  6,000 

568 
826 
1,250 
200 
222 
162 
132 
251 
211 

-  31,346 


4,176 

230 

675 

3»000 

1,100 

6,400 

4,500 

4,200 

*  16,000 

21,000 

5,600 

3,000 

400 

72,181 


*The  number  ofChemkeei  has  bean  usted,  in  other  eommimlcsiiaBS 
made  the  present  session,  at  SJXOi  the  above  number  is  taken  from  a 
census  recently  received. 

Number  of  Indiana  south  of  Lake  Superior. 

Peninsula  of  Michigan, ,           -  -  -  ^674 

Northwestern  coast  of  Lake  Superior,  -  -  274 

Northern  curve  of  Green  bay,   -  -  -  210 

Sources  of  the  Ouisconsin  and  Menomonie  rivera,  34S 

Northwest  coast  of  Lake  Huron,  -  -  802 

St.  Mary's  river,           -            -  -  -  436 

Southern  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  -  -  1,000 

8,238 


Total. 


Number  of  Indians  of  Ike  mdigenoua  tribes^  woitkin  airi 

king  diaianeeoftkefrwitier. 
Sioux,  -  -  -  - 

loways,  -  -  -  - 

Sacs,  ..-..- 
Foxes,  .  -  .  - 

Sacs  of  the  Missouri,   .  .  - 

Osages,  .  -  .  - 

Kansas,  .... 

Omahas,  .... 

Otoes  and  Missourias,  ... 
Pawnees, 


Camanches, 

Kiowaya, 

Manduis, 

QuapawA, 

Minatares, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


27,500 
1,200 

4,800 
1,600 
500 
6,1S0 
1,471 
1,400 
1,600 

10,000 
7,000 
1,400 

15,000 
450 

15,000 
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AMmaboiiM,   - 

Ones, 

Gros  Ventres, 

Crowsy 

Caddoei, 

Poncas,, 

Arickaras, 

Cheyeim«i»     - 

BlaekfeeC, 


6,000 
8,000 
8,000 
4,600 
2,000 
800 
8,000 
l»,000 
80,000 


ToUl,  -----    150,841 


The  xecapitulation  »howa  the  number  of  Indiana  that 
will  be  between  the  frontier  and  the  Rocky  Mountaina 
after  the  emigration  ii  completed. 

RECAriTULATIOTT. 

Number  of  Indiana  emigrated,  -            -  -      81,348 

Number  of  Indiana  to  remove,  •             -  -      73,181 

Num1)er  oi  Indiana  of  the  indigenoua  tribes,  -    150,341 


Total,  ■ 


363,970 


Probable  dtitance  on  the  map  from  Red  river,  at  Fort 

Towson,  to  Fort  Snelling, 

From  Fort  Towaon  to  Fort  Gibaon,         -            •  300 

From  Fort  Gibson  to  Fort  Leavenworth,              -  800 

From  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Snelling,            -  400 


Total, 


900 


Probable  distance  from  Fort  Towson  to  Fort  Crawford. 
From  Fort  Towaon  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  •        600 

From  Fort  Leavenworth  to  Fort  Dea  Moinea,       -        200 
From  Fort  Dea  Moines  to  Fort  Crawford,  -         180 


Total, 


630 


HBADQ.UAaTBnS  OF  THK  AaMT, 

Waahingfon,  March  7,  1836. 
The  underaigned,  in  conformity  with  the  inatructiona  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  aubmit  a  project  for  augmenting 
the  military  eatabliahment  to  ten  tbouaand  men,  without 
increaaing  the  number  of  ofBeera,  haa,  after  fiilly  consider- 
ing the  aubjtety  come  to  the  following  conclusion: 
The  present  eatabliahment  conaiata  of  4  regimenta 
of  artillery,  of  9  companiea  each,  each  compa- 
ny of  55  men,  making  an  aggregate  in  the  4  re- 
gimenta,including  the  non-commiaaioned  atalT,  of     1 ,  988 
7  regiments  of  infantry,  of  10  companiea  each, 
each  company  of  61  men,  making  an  aggregate, 
in  the  7  regimenta,  including  the  non-commia- 
eioned  aUfli;  of  -  -  -  8,698 

1  regiment  of  dragoona,  aggregate  -  716 


Aggregate  of  the  army. 


6,301 


The  organization  of  the  regimenta  of  artillery  into  nine 
companiea  is  not  convenient,  nor  do  the  four  regimenta 
fnmiah  a  sufficient  number  of  companiea  for  the  aeaboard. 
It  is  therefore  propoaed  to  add  one  regiment  of  artillery, 
and  make  each  company  to  conatat  of  100  men,  inatead  of 
65,  as  now  organiz«l.  Thia  organization  will  give  a  force 
of  4,030  aon-commiaaioned  offioera,  muaidana,  artificera, 
and  privatea,  in  the  artillery,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  ac- 
companying paper,  marked  A. 

The  organization  of  the  in&ntry  might  also  bo  improved, 
and  the  regimenta  rendered  much  more  uaeful  and  efiicient, 
by  making  each  regiment  to  conaiat  of  eight  companiea  in- 
atead of  ten,  and  by  adding  two  regimenta,  to  bo  anned  aa 
light  infantry  or  riflemen,  to  conaiat  alao  of  eight  compa- 
nies eachy  which  can  be  done  by  simply  adding  two  com- 


paniea to  the  iniantry,  there  being  at  pieaent  aeven  regi- 
menta of  infantry  on  the  eatabliahment,  conaiating  of  ten 
companiea  each,  which  give  an  aggregate  of  aeventy  com- 
panies. By  the  addition  of  two  companiea,  the  required 
number  of  companiea,  to  wit,  aeventy-two,  will  be  obtained, 
to  constitute  nine  regiments  of  eight  companies  each,  and 
each  company  to  consist  of  72  non-commiaaioned  officera 
and  privatea,  making  the  whole  of  (be  infiustiy  force  6,330 
men,  aa  will  be  aeen  by  paper  marked  B. 

The  formation  of  regimenta  into  eight  companiea  ia  con- 
formable to  our  establiahed  ayatem  of  tactica,  and  ia  every 
way  much  more  convenient  for  manoBuvring  than  either  a 
formation  of  nine  or  ten  companies  aa  ia  now  the  case 
with  our  artillery  and  infantry <*  A  uniform  organization 
into  eight,  both  for  artillery  and  infantry,  ia  preferable,  and 
oaore  ayatematic  than  the  irregular  formationa  now  exiating 
in  the  regimenta  of  thoae  arma  in  our  aervice,  as  shown 
above. 

If  this  organization  should  be  adopted,  the  military  es- 
tablishment would  then  constat  of — 

6  regiments  of  artillery,  of  8  companies  each,  or 
40  companies  100  strong,  giving  a  force,  inclu- 
ding 30  noncommisaioned  staff)  of     -  -      4,030 

9  regimenta  of  infantry,  8  companies  each,  each 
company  72  men,  making  73  companiea,  in- 
cluding 36  non-commiaaioned  ataff,  giving  a 
force  of  -  -  -  -  -      5,220 

1   regiment  of  dragoons  -  -  -  -         715 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


9,955 


Although  the  number  of  regiments  ia  increaa^  by  the 
proposed  plan  for  augmenting  the  army  to  9,955,  the  num- 
ber of  officera  ia  rather  diminished  than  increaaed,  aa  will 
appear  by  the  following  statement: 

There  are  in  the  oxialing  four  regiments  of  artillery. 
Colonels,        -  -  -  -  -        4 

Lieutenant  colonels,    -  -  -  .        4 

Majora,  -  -  -  -  -         4 

Captaina,        -  -  -  -  -       36 

First  lieutenants,         -  -  -  -       73 

Second  lieulenanta,     -  -  -  -73 

—  193 
There  are  in  the  present  seven  regimenta  of  infantry. 

Colonels,        -  -  -  -  -        7 

Lieutenant  colonels,    -  -  -  •-        7 

Majora,  -  -  -  -  -        7 

Captaina,       -  -  -  -  -       70 

First  lieutenants,         -  -  -  -       70 

Second  lieutenants,     -  -      .       -  -       70 

—  SSI 


Aggregate  officera  in  artillery  and  infantry. 


423 


In  the  proposed  five  regiments  of  artillery  there  will  be. 
Colonels,        -  -  -  -  -        5 

Lieutenant  colonels,    .  -  -  .        5 

Majors,  -  .  -  -  -         5 

Captains,        -  -  -  -  -      40 

First  lieutenanU, ,       -  -  -  -      80 

Second  lieutenants,     -  -  •  -       40 

—  175 
In  the  proposed  cina  regimenta  of  infantry^  thewwtlL  be. 

Colonels,        -----        9 
Lieutenant  colonels,   -  -  -  -        9 

Majors,  -  -  -  '-  -         9 

Captains,        -  -  '-  -  -       73 

First  lieutenants,        -  -  -  -      73 

Second  lieutenants,     -  -  -  -      73 

—  348 
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Aggregate  officers  of  artillery  and  infantry,  as 

proposed,  -         *   -  -  -  -      418 

Aggregate  in  the  present  establishment,  -      428 

Di^rence,         -  -  -  -  6 

As  the  number  of  men  in  all  the  companies  of  infantry 
and  artillery  is  considei  ably  increased,  an  additional  num- 
ber of  non-commissioned  officers  becomes  indispenaaMe. 
In  lieo  of  the  non-commissioned  stafl*  officer,  heretofore  de- 
nominated sergeant  major  of  a  regiment,  it  is  proposed  to 
substitute  that  of  sub-adjutant,  to  haye  the  rank,  pay,  and 
emoluments,  of  a  cadet,  with  a  suitable  allowance  of  clo- 
thing, not  exceeding  the  cost  of  that  now  allowed  a  sergeant 
major.  To  this  office  the  sergeants  may  look  as  the  re- 
ward of  merit,  and  as  the  stejiping-stone  to  promotion  of 
Meutenant.  It  will  give  great  encouragement  to  the  non- 
commissioned officers  of  companies,  as  well  as  the  rank 
and  file,  when  they  see  before  them  a  prospect  of  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  commissioned  officer,  through  the  non- 
commissioned staff.  For  the  same  purpose,  and  with  a 
view  to  facilitate  and  distribute  more  properly  the  company 
duties,  it  is  proposed,  in  tbo  organization,  that  the  first 
sergeant  of  each  company  be  styled  sergeant  major,  with 
the  pay  and  allowances  as  now  provided,  which  are 
somewhat  greater  than  those  allowed  to  other  sergeants. 
His  duties  to  the  company  are  analogous  to  those  of  an  ad- 
jutant of  a  regiment,  he  having  to  attend,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  captain,  to  all  the  company  details,  as  it  regards 
the  duties  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
and  the  making  out  of  reports,  &c  To  each  company 
there  is  also  provided  a  quartermaster  sergeant,  an  indis- 
pensable non-commissioned  officer,  whose  duty  it  is,  under 
the  direction  of  the  captain,  to  take  charge  of  the  camp 
equipage,  spare  arms,  extra  clothing,  and  other  property 
belonging  (o  the  company,  and  keep  the  accounts  of  them, 
a9  well  as  to  attend  to  the  distribution  of  the  rations,  straw, 
wood,  dec,  and  on  the  march  to  take  charge  of  the  com- 
pany baggage;  his  pay  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  other 
sergeants.  In  the  French  army  those  two  non-commission- 
ed officers  are  allowed  to  every  company,  under  the  title  of 
sergeant  major  and  fourrier.  I'here  is  no  service  in  which 
these  officers  are  more  wanted  than  in  ours,  because  our 
troops  are  frequently  separated  from  their  baggage,  in  march- 
ing through  the  wilderness,  where  it  is  impossible  to  trans- 
port it,  and,  consequently,  obliged  to  be  sent  round  to  meet 
the  troops,  either  by  land  or  by  water,  when  it  is  much 
exposed  to  be  lost  or  damaged;  and  thus  the  troops  arri- 
ving at  the  points  where  they  may  expect  to  meet  their 
baggage,  without  these  officers  to  take  charge  of  it,  will  be 
ofbn  disappointed,  and  suffisr  for  the  want  of  ceeential 
comforts. 

Although,  according  to  the  instructiuns  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  organization  here  proposed  is  limited  to  ten 
thousand  men,  and  which  may  be  considered  as  a  minimum 
force  for  the  purposes  for  which  the  army  is  intended,  it 
is  respectfully  recommended  that,  in  order  to  have  the 
amount  of  force  always  effective,  eighteen  men  be  added  to 
each  company  of  infantry  and  artillery,  which  would  in- 
crease the  nominal  force  to  something  below  twelve  thou- 
sand men;  but  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  men  being  enlisted 
for  only  three  years,  the  great  distance  the  recruits  have 
generally  to  march,  and  the  time  consumed  in  joining  the 
regiments  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  necessity  of  keeping 
within  the  authorized  numbers,  it  hardly  can  be  expected 
that  ten  thdusand  men  would  ever  be  exceeded,  should 
Congress  authorize  twelve  thousand  men,  as  here  recom- 
mended. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  fortifications  which  have  been 
erected,  and  which  are  now  in  progress  for  the  defence  of 
the  seacoa^t,  it  is  found  that  there  is  a  considerable  defi- 
ciency of  artillerists  to  scrva  the  guns,  and  to  guard  and 


preserre  the  forts,  as  well  as  the  valuable  property  in  them. 
It  is  therefore  proposed,  as  above  recommended,  to  aug- 
ment the  number  of  companies  in  the  artiMery  Itoib  36,  a» 
now  authorized,  to  40.  l^hese  companies  of  artillay  it  i« 
proposed  to  distribute  along  the  seaboard,  from  Esstpoft,  in 
Maine,  to  the  delta  of  the  Mississippi;  and,  in  onder  to 
show  Uie  proposed  distribution,  two  tables  are  hare  «iaex- 
ed,  marked  C  and  D;  that  muked  O  shows  bow  the  ex- 
isting thirty-six  companies  may  be  most  advantageously 
disposed  of;  and  that  marked  D,  how  it  is  proposed  to  dis- 
tribute the  forty  companies.  Also,  a  list  of  forte  on  fits 
seacoast,  prepared  by  the  a<ljutant  general,  marked  E. 

The  infantry  force,  with  that  of  the  regiment  of  dn- 
goons,  is  best  adapted  to  the  defence'of  tha  frontien,  in- 
cluding the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  presant  amoont  of  in- 
fantry is  not  sufficient,  in  the  opinleo  of  the  QBdendgDed, 
to  afibrd  adequate  protection  to  the  inhabitants  raaiding  in 
the  States  axid  Territories  bordering  on  onr  Indian  and 
other  frontiers,  and  guarding  the  arsenals  in  the  8oatheni 
and  Western  States. 

If  the  project  above  recommended,  of  oiganiuiig  the  in- 
fantry, as  exhibited  in  paper  marked  B»  be  adopted,  ma- 
king the  infontiy  consist  of  nine  regiments^  inetfad  c»f  seven, 
it  is  proposed  that  they  be  distributed  on  the  frontiers  and 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  shown  in  paper  marked  F,  which 
organization  and  distribution,  it  is  believed,  will  be  tiie  most 
effectual  for  maintaining  the  discipline  of  ibo  anny>  and 
affording  protection  to  our  extensive  fronticira. 

Paper  marked  G  contains  a  summary  of  the  expense  of 
the  present  and  proposed  regiments  of  artillery  and  Lnfantr /. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 
Major  General^  commanding  in  chief. 

Hon.  Lswxs  Cass, 

Secretary  of  War. 


REPORT  UPON  THE  PATENT  LAWS. 

Iv  Sbxate,  Aphil  28,  ISSfi. 
Mr.  Rnggks,  of  Maine,  made  the  following  lepoiC: 
The  select  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  state  and  condition  of  the  Patent  Ofiire,  wend  the 
laws  relating  to  the  issuing  of  patents  for  new  and  Qsefi:l 
inventions  and  discoveries,  submit  the  following  report: 

The  promotion  of  the  arts  and  the  improvement  of  mano- 
factures  are  the  objects  aimed  at  in  granting  patents  for  in- 
ventions.    All  civilized  nations  have  provided,  in  some 
form,  for  the  encouragoment  of  inventive  gemus.     Bnglacdy 
'  from  whom  we  derived  originally  most  of  our  notions  of 
national  polity,  and  who  has  hitherto  been  considered  the 
«  queen  of  arts,"  is  in  no  small  degree  indebted   for  the 
distinction  to  the  liberality  with  which  she  has  alwnjs  re- 
warded genius  and  science  for  their  inventions  and  discor- 
eries.     Individual  munificence  and  the  patronage  of  weahhy 
associations  have  there,  as  in  Frsnce  and  Germany,  done 
I  much  to  supply  whatever  was  wanting  in  the  libersility  of 
I  the  Government.     But  such  patronage  is  neoessarily  par- 
I  tial  in  its  operation.     It  is  limited  to  particular  objects,  if 
I  not  to  particular  individuals.     There  appears  to  be  no  bet- 
ter way  of  measuring  out  approj^riate  rewards  for  naefbl  m- 
ventions  than  by  a  general  law,  to  secnre  to  alF  deaerrptions 
I  of  persons,  without  discrimination,  the  exclusive  use  and 
I  sale,  for  a  given  period,  of  the  thing  invented.     In  this  waj 
j  they  will  generally  derive  a  just  and  appropriate  eneoorage^ 
j  ment,  proportioned  to  the  value  of  their  respective  inven- 
I  tions.     It  is  not  at  this  day  to  be  doubted  that  the  evU  oif 
the  temporary  monopoly   is  greatly  overbalanced  by  th« 
I  good  the  community  ultimately  derives  from  its  toleration. 
The  granting  of  exclusive  privileges  was  in  Sngland  ori- 
ginally assum^  as  a  prerogattve  of  the    Crown,   firom 

which  it  derived  a  revenue.    It  was  al  fitat  limited  to  tb* 
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tntroduction  of  manofectiirai  from  other  countries.  After- 
wards like  privileges  were  granted  for  new  inventions  made 
within  the  realm.  Like  all  other  legal  prerogatives,  it 
was  subject  to  abuse,  and  Parliament  found  it  necessary  to 
Hmit  and  restrain  it  This  was  done  by  the  famous  statute 
of  monopolies,  passed  in  the  reign  of  James  I,  which  de- 
fined the  King's  prerogative  in  respect  to  the  description  of 
gprants  which  might  legally  be  made,  and  among  them  were 
patents  for  inventions  and  new  manufactures.  The  very 
brief  reseoration  of  right  in  the  Crown  contaihed  in  that 
statute,  and  the  judicial  decisions  in  cases  arising  under  the 
grants  of  privileges  made  pursuant  to  it,  constituted  the 
whole  of  the  English  law  on  the  subject  up  to  1686,  when 
a  law  was  passed  by  Parliament,  giving  the  right  to  file  a 
^aclaimer  in  certain  cases,  and  containing  some  other  less 
material  provisions. 

It  is  from  those  judicial  decisions  that  we  have  derived 
most  of  the  principles  on  which  our  laws  on  the  subject  are 
founded,  and  which  have  entered  into  and  influenced  the 
judicial  expositions  given  to  them.  But  the  decisions  of 
our  courts  have  been  characterixed  by  a  more  enlightened 
and  libera]  application  of  equitable  principles  to  cases  of 
this  description,  in  a  just  endeavor  to  sustain  patents  for 
meritorious  inventions,  instead  of  seeking  to  find,  in  the 
technicalities  of  law,  a  pretext  for  setting  them  asfde. 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  the 
States,  within  their  narrow  limits,  could  give  very  little 
enc<$uragement  to  inventors  by  grants  of  exclusive  privi- 
leges; and  up  to  that  time  the  arts  had  made  rery  little  pro- 
gress on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  By  the  constitution  of 
tile  United  States,  that  power  was  wisely  vested  in  Con- 
gress. 

The  first  act  of  Congress  on  the  subject  was  passed  in 
1790.  It  authorized  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  Attorney  General,  or  any  two  of  them*,  on 
application,  to  grant  patents  for  such  new  inventions  and 
discoveries  as  they  should  deem  **  sufficiently  useful  and 
important.**  Under  that  act,  the  board  si  constituted  ex- 
ercised the  power  of  refusing  patents  for  want  of  novel- 
ty in  the  invention  or  of  sufficient  utility  and  importance. 
This  act  extended  the  same  privilege  to  aliens  as  to  citizens. 
In  1 798,  it  was  ropeded,  and  another  act  passed,  authorizing 
patents  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  only,  to  be  granted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  subject  to  the  revision  of  the  At- 
torney General.  In  1800,  the  privilege  to  take  out  patents 
was  extended  to  aliens  who  had  resided  two  years  in  the 
oountry,  and  made  oath  of  their  intention  of  becoming  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  act  of  1793,  which  is  still  in  force,  gives,  according 
to  the  practical  construction  it  has  received,  no  power  to 
the  Secretary  to  refuse  a  patent  for  want  of  either  novelty 
or  usefulness.  The  only  inquiry  is,  whether  the  terms 
and  forms  prescribed  are  complied  with.  The  granting  of 
patents,  therefore,  is  but  a  ministerial  duty.  Every  one 
who  makes  application  is  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  by  pay- 
ing the  duty  required,  and  making  his  application  and  spe- 
cification in  conformity  with  the  law.  The  necessary  con- 
sequence is,  that  patents  have,  under  the  act  of  1793,  been 
daily  granted,  without  regard  to  the  question  of  novelty,  or 
even  utility,  in  the  ordinary  sense;  for  it  has  been  settled 
that  the  term  useful,  as  used  in  this  statute,  is  only  in  con- 
tradistinction to  hurtful,  injurious,  or  pernicious.  This 
construction  (that  no  right  is  conferred  to  refuse  a  patent) 
has  been  g^ven  to  the  law  by  the  Department  charged  with 
the  duty  of  granting  patents,  not  so  much,  probably,  from 
«ny  necessary  and  unavoidable  import  of  the  terms  of  it,  a? 
from  a  disinclination  to  exercise  a  power  of  so  much  im- 
portance in  cases  where  it  is  not  cleariy  and  distinctly 
granted.  And  it  may  be  reasonably  doubted  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  confer  such  a  power  on 
the  Secretary  of  State  alone,  since  no  provision  is  made  for 
an  appeal  or  oth«r  ramedy  for  an  inoonrect  decirion  adTerte 


to  the  applicant  Besides,  any  person  occupying  that  sta- 
tion might  be  supposed  as  little  qualified,  by  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  appropriate  branches  of  science  or  of  the  arts, 
to  decide  such  questions,  as  any  officer  of  the  Government. 
And  were  he  to  undertake  the  task  of  such  an  examination 
as  would  be  necessary  to  a  decision  in  each  case,  he  would 
have  little  time  for  other  official  duties. 

Under  the  act  referred  to,  the  Department  of  State  has 
been  going  on  for  more  than  forty  years,  issuing  patents  on 
every  appUcation,  without  any  examination  into  the  merit 
or  novelty  of  the  invention.  And  the  evils  which  neoessa- 
-rily  result  from  the  law  as  it  now  exists  must  continue  to 
increase  and  multiply  daily,  till  Congress  shall  put  a  stop  to 
them.     Some  of  them  are  as  follows. 

1.  A  considerable  portion  of  all  the  patents  granted  are 
worthless  and  void,  as  conflicting  with  and  infringing  up- 
on one  another,  or  upon  public  rights  not  subject  to  pat- 
ent privileges;  arising  either  from  a  want  of  due  atten- 
tion to  the  specifications  of  claim,  or  from  the  ignorance  of 
the  patentees  of  the  state  of  the  arts  and  manufactures,  and 
of  the  inventions  made  in  other  countries,  and  even  in  our 
own. 

2.  The  country  becomes  flooded  with  patent  monopolies, 
embarrassing  to  bonafide  patentees,  whoso  rights  are  thus 
invaded  on  all  sides;  and  not  less  embarrassing  to  the  com- 
munity generally,  in  the  use  of  even  the  most  common  ma- 
chinery and  long-known  improvements  in  the  arts  and 
common  manufactures  of  the  country. 

8.  Out  of  this  interference  and  collision  of  patents  and 
privileges,  a  great  number  of  law  suits  arise,  which  are 
daily  increasing  in  an  alarming  degree,  onerous  to  the 
courts,  ruinous  to  the  parties,  and  injurious  to  society, 

4.  It  opens  the  door  to  frauds,  which  have  already  be- 
come extensive  and  serious.  It  is  represented  to  the  com- 
mittee that  it  is  not  uncomn^on  for  persons  to  copy  patent- 
ed machines  in  the  model-room;  and,  having  maido  some 
slight  immaterial  alterations,  they  apply  in  the  next  room 
for  patents.^  There  being  no  power  given  to  refuse  them, 
patents  are  issued  of  course.  Thus  prepared,  they  go  forth 
on  a  retailing  cvpedition,  selling  out  their  patent  rights  for 
States,  counties,  and  townships,  to  those  who  have  no 
means  at  hand  of  detecting  the  imposition,  and  who  find, 
when  it  is  too  late,  that  they  have  purchased  what  the  vend- 
ers had  no  right  to  sell,  and  which  they  obtain  thereby  no 
right  to  use.  This  speculation  in  patent  rights  has  become 
a  regular  business,  and  several,  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
it  is  estimated,  are  paid  annually  for  void  patents,  many  of 
which  are  thus  fraudulently  obtained. 

In  this  collision  and  interference  of  patents,  the  original 
and  meritorious  inventor  sees  his  invention,  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  which  he  has  devoted  much  time  and  expense,  pi- 
rated from  him,  and  be  must  forego  the  rewa'rd  which  the 
law  was  intended  to  secure  to  him  in  tlie  exclusive  right  it 
grants;  or  he  must  become  involved  in  numerous  and  ex- 
pensive law  suits  in  distant  and  various  sections  of  the 
country,  to  protect  and  conBrm  his  rights.  If  he  be  wise, 
he  will  generally  avoid  the  latter,  and  submit  to  the  former 
alternative  of  injustice,  to  which  the  Government,  as  the  law 
now  is,  makes  itself  accessory.  The  practice  is  scarcely 
less  reprehensible,  of  taking  out  patents  for  what  has  been 
long  in  public  use,  and  w];at  every  one  has  therefore  a  right 
to  use.  The  patentee  in  suck  cases  being  armed  with  the 
apparent  authority  of  the  Government,  having  the  sanction 
of  its  highest  officers,  the  seal  of  State,  scours  the  country, 
and,  by  threats  of  prosecution,  compels  those  who  are  found 
using  tile  thing  patented  to  pay  the  patent  price  or  com- 
mutation tribute.  This  exaction,  unjust  and  iniquitous  as 
it  is,  is  usually  submitted  to. 

llie  extent  of  the  evils  resulting  from  the  unrestrained 
and  promiscuous  grants  of  patent  privileges  may  be  ima- 
gined, when  it  is  considered  that  there  are  now  issued, 
since  this  year  commenfied,  at  the  imte  of  moie  than  a 
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thousand  a  year;  a  considerable  portion  of  which  are  doubt* 
Ices  Toid,  for  want  of  originality  in  the  inventions  patented, 
either  in  whole  or  in  some  of  the  parts  claimed  as  new. 

A  necessary  consequence  is,  that  patents,  even  for  new 
and  meritorious  inventions,  are  so  much  depreciated  in  gen- 
eral estimation  that  they  are  of  but  little  value  to  the  pat- 
entees, and  the  object  of  the  patent  laws,  that  of  promoting 
the  arts  by  encouragement,  is  in  a  great  measure  defeated. 

To  prevent  these  evils  in  future  is  the  first  and  mc»8t  de- 
sirable object  of  a  revision  and  alteration  of  the  existing 
laws  on  this  subject  The  most  obvious,  if  not  the  only 
means  of  efiecting  it,  appears  to  be  to  establish  a  check 
upon  the  granting  of  patents,  allowing  them  to  issue  only 
for  such  inventions  as  are  in  fiict  new,  and  entitled,  by  the 
merit  of  originality  and  utility,  to  be  protected  by  law. 
The  difficulty  encountered  in  dBfecting  this  is  in  determin- 
ing what  that  check  shall  be ;  in  whom  the  power  to  judge 
of  inventions  before  granting  a  patent  can  safely  be  re- 
posed, and  how  its  exercise  can  be  regulated  and  guarded, 
to  prevent  injustice,  through  mistake  of  judgment  or  other- 
wise, by  which  honest  and  meritorious  inventors  might  suf- 
fer wrong. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  power  must,  in  the  first  instaocr, 
be  exercised  by  the  Department  charged  with  this  branch  of 
the  public  service.  But,  as  it  may  not  be  thought  proper 
to  intrust  its  final  exercise  to  the  Department,  it  is  deemed 
advisable  to  provide  for  an  occasional  tribunal  to  which  an 
appeal  may  be  taken.  And,  as  a  further  security  against 
any  possible  injustice,  it  is  Uiought  proper  to  give  the  ap- 
plicant in  certain  cases,  where  there  may  be  an  adverse 
party  to  contest  his  right,  an  opportunity  to  have  the  de- 
ciBion  revised  in  a  court  of  law. 

The  duty  of  examination  and  investigation  necessary  to 
a  first  decision  at  the  Patent  Ofiice  is  an  important  one, 
and  will  call  for  the  exercise  and  application  of  much  sci- 
entific acquirement  and  knowledge  of  the  existing  state  of 
the  arts  in  all  their  branches,  not  only  in  our  own,  but  in 
other  countries.  Such  qualifications  in  the  ofilcers  charged 
with  the  duty  will  be  the  more  necessary  and  desirable, 
because  the  information  upon  which  a  rejection  is  made  at 
the  ofiice  will  be  available  in  the  final  deosion.  It  becomes 
necessary,  then,  to  give  to  the  Patent  Ofiloe  a  new  or- 
ganization, and  to  secure  to  it  a  character  altogether  above 
a  mere  clerkship.  The  competency  and  efficiency  of  its 
officers  should  correspond  with  their  responsibility,  and 
with  the  nature  and  impockance  of  the  duties  required  of 
them.  When  the  existing  organization  was  adopted,  the 
granting  of  patents  was  a  matter  of  little  importance,  com- 
pared with  what  it  now  is.  The  arts  in  this  country  were 
but  little  understood,  and  but  little  cultivated.  Agricul- 
ture and  commerce  constituted  our  principal  business.  We 
had  few  manufactures,  except  those  of  a  domestic  charac- 
ter, adapted  to  ordinary  domestic  wants.  Our  workshops 
were  in  Europe.  Enterprise,  in  this  country,  ran  in  other 
channels.  The  war  of  1812  gave  it  a  new  direction  and 
a  new  impulse,  by  creating  an  occasion  fur  workshops  of 
our  own.  Necessity  became  the  mother  of  invention,  and 
American  manufactures  sprang  into  existence  as  by  en- 
chantment. '  Their  rise  and  progress  may  be  dated  from 
that  period ;  and  a  more  rapid  advancement  in  the  arts, 
and  a  more  astonishing  development  of  human  ingenuity, 
have  never  taken  place  in  any  other  age  or  country.  This 
remark  will  appear  far  from  extravagant  to  every  one  who 
will  tiUce  the  trouble  to  examine  the  subject  This  awa- 
kening of  dormant  genius  to  a  practical  and  active  exiutence, 
next  to  the  arousing  of  the  political  and  patriotic  energies 
of  the  Union,  was  one  of  the  great  results  of  that  contest.  | 
It  opened  to  the  country  a  new  era.  The  nation  entered  , 
upon  a  new  existence.  And,  since  that  period,  American  . 
industry  and  enterprise,  guided  by  American  ingenuity  and  J 
inisUect,  have  achieved  what  would  have  taken  Europe  a 
century  to  aecompliab.  Sheb«s  become  all  at  opce  a  manu-  i 


facturing  as  well  as  an  agricultural  and  commercial  nation. 
The  useful  arts  have  been  cultivated  with  a  socoess  before 
unexampled,  and  have  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to 
the  wonderful  improvements  which  have  spread  thoDaeives 
over  our  whole  country.  Who  can  predict  the  resolta^ 
even  in  a  few  years,  of  that  spirit  of  enterprise  which  per- 
vades the  Union,  when  aided  by  the  Genius  o£  Invention, 
and  propelled  onward  by  powers  which  Ae  alone  can  bnng 
into  exercise  ?  The  very  elements  are  submissive  to  her 
will,  and  all  the  endless  combinations  of  mechanism  are  sub- 
servient to  her  purposes.  She  participates  in  almost  every 
business  and  employment  of  man.  Agriculture  itself  might 
as  well  dispense  with  fertility  of  soil,  as  with  her  aid  in  iu 
cultivation. 

The  greatly  increasing  number  of  patents  granted  af- 
fords some  indication  of  the  improvements  whidi  hats 
been  going  on  in  the  useful  arts  from  year  to  year.  Tbe 
average  number  issued  annually,  from  1790  to  1800,  was 
but  26 ;  from  1600  to  1810,  the  average  number  was  91; 
from  1810  to  1820,  it  was  200;  and  for  the  last  ten  yean, 
the  average  number  has  been  636.  During  the  last  year, 
there  were  issued  776 ;  and  there  have  been  granted  in  the 
first  quarter  of  the  present  year  374 ;  being  more  in  three 
months  than  were  issued  in  the  whole  of  the  first  period  of 
ten  years.  In  the  twenty-two  years  preceding  tbe  war  of 
1 812,  the  average  annual  number  was  73.  The  first  quar- 
ter of  the  present  year  indicates  an  aggregate  for  the  year 
of  1,096,  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  which  will  be  up- 
wards of  $32,000.  The  whole  number  issued  at  the  Pat- 
ent Office,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  up  to  the 
3lst  of  March  last,  is  9,731.  This  is  more  than  double 
the  number  which  have  been  iMued,  either  in  England  or 
France,  during  the  same  period.  In  England,  for  ten  years 
preceding  1 830,  the  average  number  of  patents  granted  in 
one  year  was  145. 

Whoever  imagines  that,  because  so  many  inventions 
and  so  many  improvemeiits  in  machinery  have  been  made, 
there  remains  little  else  to  be  discovered,  has  but  a  feebk 
conception  of  tbe  infinitude  and  vastness  of  mechanical 
power^  or  of  the  unlimited  reach  of  science.  Much  as  has 
been  discovered,  infinitely  more  remains  unreveaied.  The 
ingenuity  of  man  is  exploring  a  region  without  limits,  and 
delving  in  a  mine  whose  treasures  are  exhaustless.  **  Nei- 
ther are  all  the  mysteries  of  nature  unfolded,  nor  die  mind 
tired  in  the  pursuit  of  them.*' 

The  first  conceptions  of  ingenuity,  like  the  first  sugges- 
tions of  science^  ire  theories,  which  require  something  of 
experiment  and  practical  exemplification  to  perfect  Me- 
chanical inventions  are  at  first  necessarily  crude  and  in- 
complete. Time  is  required  to  develop  their  imperlectioiii^ 
and  to  make  the  improvements  necessary  to  their  adaptation 
to  practical  uses.  Inventors  generally  obtain  patents  be- 
fore they  venture  upon  those  experiments  whidi  only  can 
test  their  inventions.  They  are  apprehensive  of  being  fen- 
stalled  in  their  discoveries,  and  see  no  other  means  H  pro- 
tecting themselves  against  piracy  and  fraud,  than  by  secu- 
ring patents  at  once. 

A  remedy  for  this  may  be  easily  had,  in  a  provinon  au- 
thorizing caveats  to  be  filed  in  the  office,  giving  security  to 
the  right  of  discovery  for  a  time  sufficient  for  making  ths 
necessary  experiments,  inquiries,  and  improvements. 

Heretofore  aliens  not  resident  in  this  country  have  not 
been  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  our  patent  laws.  But, 
as  American  citizens  are  allowed  to  take  out  patento  in 
England  and  in  other  countries,  a  principle  of  reciprDdty 
would  seem  to  require  that  foreigners  should  have  similar 
privileges  here,  on  paying  a  similar  duty  or  amount  of  fees 
that  is  exacted  of  our  citizens  abroad.  The  fees  payable  in 
England,  on  taking  out  a  patent,  amount  to  $586.  If  a 
patent  be  taken  out  for  the  three  kingdoms  of  England* 
Ireland,  and  Scotland,  they  amount  to  #1,680.  In  France 
they  are  $309 ;  in  Spain  ^92)  Awtiis  #208. 
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A  power  in  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office  to 
nject  applications  for  want  of  novelty  in  the  invention,  it 
is  believed,  will  have  a  most  beneficial  and  salutaiy  e&ct 
in  relieving  meritorious  inventors,  and  the  community  gen- 
erally, from  the  serious  evils  growing  out  of  the  granting 
of  patents  for  every  thing  indiscriminately,  creating  inter- 
fering claims,  encouraging  fraudulent  speculators  in  patent 
rights,  deluging  the  country  with  worthless  monopolies, 
and  laying  the  foundation  for  endless  litigation. 

In  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  probably,  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioner,  accompanied  by  the  information  on 
which  his  decision  is  founded,  will  be  acquiesced  in.  When 
unsatisfactory,  the  rights  of  the  applicant  will  find  ample 
protection  in  an  appeal  to  a  board  of  examiners,  selected 
for  their  particular  knowledge  of  the  subject-matter  of  the 
invention  in  each  case. 

By  this  means,  without  danger  to  actual  and  honest  in- 
ventors, the  number  of  patents  would  be  somewhat  dimin- 
ished. But  there  would  be  more  confidence  in  those  which 
•hould  be  granted;  and,  as  those  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore issued  should  be  daily  expiring  by  their  limitation,  the 
community  would  begin  to  feel  and  realize  the  advantages 
of  such  a  change.  The  present  law  waits  till  infringe- 
ments and  frauds  are  consummated — nay,  it  even  aids 
them;  and  then  it  offers  an  inadequate  remedy  for  the  inju- 
ry, by  giving  an  aetion  for  damages.  It  ought,  rather,  by 
refusing  to  grant  interfering  patents,  to  render  prosecutions 
unnecessary.  Instead  of  sanctioning  the  wrung,  by  grants 
ing  the  privilege  to  commit  it,  it  should  arrest  injury  and 
injustice  at  the  threshold,  and  put  an  end  to  litigation  be- 
fore it  begins. 

Important  and  interesting  as  the  Patent  Office  is  now 
considered,  it  is  believed  that,  under  such  new  organization 
as  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  presented  herewith,  it  will 
contribute  largely  to  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  and 
bear  no  small  part  in  elevating  our  national  character. 
American  ingenuity  has  obtained  much  consideration  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Even  the  manufacturers  of 
England  are  not  a  little  indebted  to  it  for  some  of  their  most 
valuable  improvements.  Her  woollen  manufactures,  es- 
pecially, have,  within  a  few  years,  undergone  an  entire 
change,  by  the  adoption  of  American  inventions,  by  whidi 
wool  has  been  made  as  yielding  and  submissive  to  the  pow- 
er of  machinery  as  any  material  whatever.  Cotton  ma- 
chinery has  also  been  greatly  improved  in  the  hands  of  our 
mechanics;  and  while  England  receives  from  us  three  fourths 
of  the  cotton  she  uses  in  raw  material,'  we  furnish  her  also 
with  some  of  the  most  valuable  improvements  in  the  means 
of  manu&cturing  it.  Indeed,  what  mechanism  or  manu- 
facture has,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  been  brought  across 
the  Atlantic,  that  has  not,  on  being  returned,  borne  the 
distinguished  mariis  of  the  superior  ingenuity  of  American 
mechanists?  Formeriy,  we  borrowed  and  copied  much  that 
was  valuable  from  Europe;  now,  Europe  is  borrowing  and 
copying,  with  no  little  advantage,  from  us;  and  she  must 
not  be  too  much  surprised  if  she  shall  soon  find  a  formida- 
ble balance  against  her. 

To  carry  fully  into  effect  the  objects  which  have  been  had 
in  view,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  larger  and  more  com- 
modious rooms  for  models,  dec,  than  those  now  occupied 
for  that  purpose.  They  are  insufficient  for  the  models  of 
machinery  and  other  inventions  now  deposited  there,  and 
the  number  will  be  increasing  several  hundred,  perhaps  a 
thousand,  every  year.  A  great  number,  supposed  to  be 
about  five  hundred,  from  a  want  of  room  for  them  elsewhere, 
have  been  stowed  away  in  a  dark  garret.  Those  which 
occupy  the  rooms  designed  for  them  are  crowded  together 
in  a  manner  unfavorable  for  exhibition  or  examination.  In 
such  a  situation,  it  is  impossible  to  give  them  any  system- 
atic or  scientific  arrangement.  This  disorder  and  confusion 
must  necessarily  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  those  here- 
after furnished,  or  Uiey  must  be  consigned  to  the  garret. 


the  common  receptacle,  where,  instead  of  promoting  a  taste 
for,  and  facilitating  the  study  o^  the  useful  arts,  they  will 
only  afford  evidence  of  the  improvidence  of  the  Government. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  present  building  is  too  much  exposed 
to  destruction  by  fire.  The  loss  of  the  records  and  draw- 
ings, and  of  the  several  thousands  of  interesting  and  valua- 
ble models  now  preserved  there,  would  be,  in  a  great  de- 
gnree,  irreparable.  There  i»  no  additional  room  to  be  had 
in  the  building  they  now  occupy.  The  Post  Office  De- 
partment, in  the  same  building,  instead  of  having  any  room 
to  spare  which  is  now  appropriated  to  it,  requires  a  consid- 
erable extension  of  accommodations,  from  its  increased  and 
increasing  business.  It  needs  the  whole  building.  The 
only  way,  therefore,  of  providing  the  necessary  extension  of 
room  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
and  the  city  post  office,  and  of  providing  the  requisite  ac- 
commodations for  the  Patent  Office,  is  to  erect  a  suitable 
fire-proof  bi}ilding  for  the  latter  on  some  one  of  the  public 
lots.  There  are  ample  funds  arising  from  duties  on  patents, 
heretofore  paid  into  the  Treasury,  to' the  account  of  clerk- 
hire  in  that  office,  which  remain  unexpended.  A  portion 
of  that  surplus  fund,  being  now  aliout  $152,000,  may  well 
be  appropriated  to  the  construction  of  a  building  which 
should  be  commodious  and  comparatively  safe  from  fire. 

Such  a  building  as  this  branch  of  the  public  interests  re- 
quires would  do  honor  to  the  Government  and  the  counUy. 
The  Patent  Office,  with  such  accommodations,  containing 
the  records  of  this  age  of  inventions,  displaying  in  its  halls 
and  galleries  numWless  models  of  ingenious  and  useful 
mechanism,  and  contrivances  In  ahnost  infinite  variety, 
adapted  to  the  mechanic  arts,  to  manufactures,  to  husband- 
ry, to  navigation,  steam  power,  horse  power,  water  power, 
raUroad  transportation,  and,  in  fine,  to  all  the  common 
trades  and  mechanical  pursuits  of  life,  as  well  as  to  our  rap- 
idly multiplying  and  magnificent  public  works,  would  pre- 
sent an  object  of  great  interest,  and  tend  not  a  little  to  ele- 
vate our  national  character.  It  has  been  justly  remarked 
that  we  can  go  into  no  mechanic  shop,  into  no  manufactory 
of  any  description,  upon  no  farm  or  plantation,  or  travel  a 
mile  on  our  railroads  or  in  our  steamboats,  without  seeing 
the  evidence  of  our  originality,  and  witnessing  the  fruits 
and  effects  of  our  ingenuity  and  enterprise.  All  the  uiven- 
tions  and  improvements  in  mechanism  which  have  done  so 
much  towards  advancing  the  useful  arts  and  manuiactuTM, 
should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  exhibited  in  one  view  in 
the  halls  of  the  Patent  Office.  Such  a  display  would  at- 
tract the  attention  of  the  many  thousands  who  annually  visit 
the  capital  of  the  Union  from  all  quarters  of  the  country 
and  all  parts  of  the  world.  No  other  nation  has  yet  any 
thing  to  be  compared  with  it;  neither  England  nor  France  has 
ever  required  models  to  be  deposited  of  patented  machinery. 
Collections  of  models  and  drawings  have  sometimes  been 
made  by  private  associations,  but  they  are  small  in  number 
compared  with  those  we  possess. 

In  addition  to  the  models  of  machinery,  it  is  proposed  to 
embrace^  an  exhibition  of  specimens  of  useful  and  elegant 
fabrics  and  of  works  of  art,  which  manufocturers  and  arti- 
ficers may  place  there  for  that  purpose.  It  might,  too,  em- 
brace a  cabinet  of  interesting  mineralB,  which  may  be  re- 
ceived from  time  to  time  from  the  various  parts  of  our  wide* 
ly  extended  country,  with  polished  specimens  of  its  beauti- 
ful marbles  from  their  different  locations,  illustrating  the 
geology  and  many  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  country; 
and,  also,  a  collection  of  Indian  curiosities  and  antiquities, 
many  of  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  De- 
partments, boxed  up  for  want  of  some  suitable  place  for 
their  exhibition. 

In  short,  the  halls  of  the  Patent  Office  should  present  a 
national  museum  of  the  arU,  and  be  a  general  repository  of 
all  the  inventions  and  improvements  in  machinery  and  man- 
u&cturea^  of  which  our  country  can  claim  the  honor;  to- 
gether with  such  other  objects  of  interest  M^^hi  P^v*- 
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ni«nUy  and  properly  be  placed  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Commiwioner.  Such  an  institution,  while  it  would 
be  an  object  of  just  pride  to  every  American,  would  have 
scarcely  less  influence  in  advancing  and  accelerating  the 
progress  of  the  useful  arts  and  the  improvements  of  our 
manufactures,  than  would  even  the  encouragement  afford- 
ed by  granting  patents  for  inventions  or  establishing  high 
tariffii  of  protection. 

With  these  views,  the  committee  cannot  hesitate  to  rec* 
ommend  an  entire  reorganization  of  the  Patent  Office,  and 
aeveral  material  alterations  in  our  law  of  patents,  suiting  it 
to  the  present  condition  of  the  arts  and  the  altered  drcum- 
•tances  of  the  country. 

A  bill  in  conformity  with  their  views  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted.   

SLAVERT  IN   THE  DISTRICT   OF    COLUMBIA. 

Iir  TBI  House  of  Reprksiiitatitks, 
February  8,  1836. 

ReMolvedy  That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been  of- 
fered, or  may  hereafter  be  presented  to  this  House,  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and, 
also,  the  resolutions  offered  by  an  honorable  member  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Jar  vis,]  with  the  amendment  thereto  pro- 
posed by  sn  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss,] 
together  with  every  other  paper  or  proposition  that  may  be 
submitted  in  relation  to  the  subject,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report: 

That  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional  authority  to 
interfere,  in  any  way,  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any 
ol  the  States  of  this  confederacy ;  and 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not 
to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  public  faith, 
unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  to  the  Union.  Assigning 
such  reasons  for  these  conclusions  as,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  committee,  may  be  best  calculated  to  enlighten  the  pub- 
lic mind,  to  allay  excitement,  to  repress  agitotion,  to  se- 
cure and  maintain  the  just  rights  of  the  slaveholding  States 
and  of  the  people  of  this  District,  and  to  restore  luirmony 
and  tranquillity  among  the  various  sections  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  PiNCKSsr,  of  South  Carolina;  Mr.  Haxsb,  of  Ohio; 
Mr.  PxsRCB,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Mr.  Hardist,  of  Ken- 
tucky; Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Maine;  Mr.  Owexs,  of  Georgia; 
Mr.  MuBLSXBERG,  of  Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Droxooole,  of 
Virginia ;  and  Mr.  TurrJll,  of  New  York ;  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution. 

Attest:  yf.  S.  FRANKLIN,  Clerk, 

REPORT  OP  Mr.  PINCKNEY. 
The  select  committee  appointed  under  the  following 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Sutes  of  the  8th  of  February,  1836,  viz:  ** Resolved, 
That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been  offered,  or  may 
hereafter  be  presented  to  this  House,  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and,  also,  the 
resolutions  offered  by  an  honorable  member  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Jarvis^]  with  Uie  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  an 
honorable  member  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wise,]  together 
with  every  other  paper  or  proposition  that  may  be  sub- 
mitted in  relation  to  this  subject,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report:  That  Congress 
possesses  no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere,  in  any 
way,  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of 
this  confederacy ;  and  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
Congress  ought  not  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  slavery 
in  &e  District  of  Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation 
of  the  public  faith,  unwise,  impolitic,  and  dangerous  tu  the 
Union.  Assigning  such  reasons  for  these  conclusions  as, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may  be  best  calculated 
to  enlighten  tlic  public  mind,  to  allay  excitement,  to  re- 


press agitation,  to  secuie  and  maintain  the  just  rig^  of 
the  slaveholding  States  and  of  the  people  of  this  Diatricf, 
and  to  restore  harmony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  vari- 
ous sections  of  this  Union  ;'*  respectfully  submit  the  fbUow- 
ing  report,  in  which  they  have  unanimously  .concuned: 

The  subject  referred  is  one  of  grave  import.  Your  com- 
mittee approach  it  with  a  deep  sense  of  its  magnitude  sad 
absorbing  interest.  They  have  long  oonsidered  the  move- 
ments in  relation  to  this  matter  as  fnught  with  incalcula- 
ble evils,  not  only  to  the  slaveholding  States,  but  to  every 
portion  of  our  common  country.  They  rejoice,  therefore^ 
that  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  non-alaveholding 
States  have  come  forward,  as  they  have  done,  in  the  tnis 
spirit  of  American  patriotism,  to  sustain  their  constitu- 
tional obligations  to  their  Southern  brethren,  and  to  airest 
the  disturbance  of  the  public  peace.  They  rejoice  particu- 
larly, that  the  Federal  Legislature,  acting  under  a  deep 
sense  of  iu  responsibility  to  the  nation,  has  also  interpoaed 
its  warning  voice,  and  given  a  solemn  expreasion  of  iu 
judgment  upon  this  exciting  subject ;  and  they  feel  assured, 
that  as  the  representatives  have  responded  to  the  people, 
so  the  people  will  firmly  and  patriotically  sustain  the  posi- 
tion nqw  taken  by  their  repfesentatives. 

As  moderation  is  essential  to  the  discovery  of  truth,  ^our 
committee  vrill  carefully  abstain  from  eveiy  thing  that  may 
cause  offence,  or  inflame  excitement,  in  any  section  of  the 
Union.  But  while  they  would  make  every  allowance  for 
the  motives  of  individuals,  where  the  objects  contemplated 
are  utterly  destructive  to  society,  they  cannot  too  strongly 
express  their  coudemnatiou  of  the  conduct  of  the  abolition- 
ists, and  their  utter  abhorrence  of  the  consequences  to 
which,  if  persisted  in,  it  must  inevitably  lead.  They  fieel 
assured  that  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  will  be  permitted  to 
put  the  country  and  the  Government  at  defiance,  by  per- 
severing in  machinations  which  threaten  to  bring  the  citi- 
zens of  the  different  States  into  collision,  and  to  overthrow 
the  whole  system  of  civil  society  itself,  in  the  slaveholding 
portions  of  the  Union.  Your  committee  believe  that  the 
strength  of  the  agitators  has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  by 
themselves  and  others;  but  whether  their  number  be  smsil 
or  great,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  have  done,  acd 
axe  doing,  incalculable  evil ;  and  every  true  patriot  muiibe 
aware  that  a  crisis  has  now  arrived  in  the  political  conditioo 
of  the  country,  in  which  neutrality  would  be  criminal,  and 
in  which  he  must  determine  between  the  suppression  of 
abolition  and  the  destruction  of  the  Union,  and  take  his 
stand,  accordingly,  for  or  against  his  country. 

Your  committee  have  learned  with  surprise  that  the 
reference  of  this  subject  has  caused  dissatisfaction  in  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  South.  While  they  deeply  regret  this 
circumstance,  they  beg  leave  to  remarit  that  it  is  not  only 
abundantly  justified  by  precedent,  but  in  entire  accordance 
with  the  established  usage  and  invariable  policy,  in  rela- 
tion to  matters  of  this  character ;  memorials  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States,  or  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, having  always  been  cither  referred  or  laid  upon  the 
table.  On  the  present  occasion,  the  subject  was  referred 
for  the  express  purpose  of  having  a  report  **  calculated  to 
sustain  the  just  rights  of  I  he  slaveholding  States  and  of 
the  people  of  this  District,"  and  by  allaying  excitement, 
and  repressing  agitation,  to  insure  the  future  repose  and 
permanent  tranquillity  of  tlie  country.  The  House  was  un- 
willing, on  the  one  side,  to  invade  what  was  believed  to  be 
the  right  of  petition,  (a  right  equally  dear  to  every  portion 
of  our  people,  and  which,  it  is  thought,  could  not  have 
been  denied  in  this  instance,  without  esublishing  a  prece- 
dent at  least  as  hazardous  to  the  South  as  to  any  other 
section  of  the  Union,)  and  it  was  desirous,  on  the  other,  to 
accomplish  for  the  South,  what  could  not  have  been  effected 
by  refusing  to  receive  the  memorials,  the  union  of  an  over- 
whelming majority,  in  a  solenm  and  determined  stand 
against  the  views  and  objecU  of  the  ajmUcanU.  Whilst 
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the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition  could  have  produced 
none  other  than  the  most  mischievous  effects,  your  com- 
mittee are  thoroughly  salisfied  that  the  course  adopted  by 
the  House  Vill  produce  a  state  of  public  opinion  and  feel- 
ing in  the  non-alaveholding  States,  eminently  favorable  to 
the  constitutional  rights  and  interests  of  the  slaveholding 
sections  of  the  Union. 

The  resolution  under  which  your  committee  were  ap- 
pointed naturally  divides  itself  into  several  branches  cr 
propositions,  each  of  which  shall  be  considered  in  its  order. 

They  are  instructed  to  report,  in  the  first  place — 

That  Congress  poesesees  no  constitutional  authority  to 
interfeie,  in  any  way,  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  any 
of  the  States  of  this  confederacy. 

Your  committee  will  merely  allude  to  this  proposition, 
in  obedience  to  the  express  direction  given  them  by  the 
House,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  any  argu- 
ment respecting  it.  Unquestionably,  if  there  is  any  politi- 
cal or  constitutional  principle  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  consider  as  settled  beyond  all  possible  dis- 
pute or  controversy,  it  is  that  the  institution  of  slavery,  as 
it  exists  in  the  States  of  this  confederacy,  is  municipal,  not 
national,  and  that  it  belongs  exclusively  to  the  States,  and 
can  only  be  affected  by  State  legislation.  The  power  to 
regulate  or  act  upon  it  is  one  of  the  reserved  powers  of 
the  States;  a  power  which  was  not  only  not  given,  nor 
ever  intended  to  be  given,  by  the  framers  of  the  constitu- 
tion, to  the  General  Government,  but-which  the  States  ex- 
pressly and  carefully  guarded  and  retained  to  themselves, 
by  that  amendment  of  that  instrument  (article  10)  in 
which  it  is  declared,  that  **aU  powers  not  delegated  by  the 
constitution  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people.''  The  subject  of  slavery  in  the  States,  then,  is  not 
an  open  question  or  matter  of  debate.  The  fkct  that  Con- 
gress possesses  no  authority  whatever  to  legislate  respecting 
it,  is  one  that  can  neither  be  strengthened  bj  argument, 
nor  made  clearer  by  discussion.  And  your  committee  con- 
sider it  most  fortunate  for  the  peace  of  the  country  that  it 
is  so.  He  is  indeed  but  little  acquainted  with  the  human 
heart,  and  has  derived  but  little  advantage  from  the  lessons 
of  history,  who  can  imagine  for  a  moment,  if  he  knows 
any  thing  of  the  general  character,  or  considers  the  politi- 
cal and  physical  strength  of  the  people  of  the  South,  that 
even  if  the  power  of  legislation  on  this  subject  had  been  ex- 
pressly conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitution,  it  could 
be  exercised  against  Uie  consent  of  the  States  interested, 
without  the  certainty  of  civil  war,  and  the  probable  dissolu- 
tion of  tiie  Union.  The  declaration,  however,  which  the 
House  has  so  solemnly  and  decisively  made  upon  this 
point,  cannot  (ail,  as  your  committee  believe,  to  produce 
the  most  beneficial  results.  As  the  abolitionists  care  little 
for  emancipation  in  the  District,  except  as  the  precursor  of 
a  far  more  extended  and  general  scheme,  the  presumption 
is,  that  having  now  no  possible  hope  of  governmental  in- 
terference with  the  States,  and  seeing  the  more  than  proba- 
ble consequences  of  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  if  it  were 
possessed,  they  will  discontinue  their  machinations  in  re- 
lation to  the  District;  a  consummation  devoutiy  to  be 
wished  by  every  patriot,  in  every  section  of  the  Union. 
But  be  the  issue  what  it  may,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives has  done  its  duty  by  placing  this  solemn  declaration 
upon  record.  It  is  not  only  peculiarly  proper  in  itself,  con- 
sidering the  present  state  of  the  abolition  question,  but,  if 
any  justification  were  necessary,  it  is  amply  justified  by 
precedent  In  1 790,  (and  from  that  period  to  the  present 
the  abolitionists  have  steadily  aimed  at  general  emancipa- 
tion,) several  petitions,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  ibe  States,  having  been  presented  and  referred,  the 
House  finally  adopted  a  resolution,  amongst  others,  in 
which  it  announced  to  the  petitioners  and  to  the  country, 
**that  Congress  has  no  authority  to  interfere  in  the  eman- 
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cipation  of  slaves,  or  in  the  treatment  of  them,  in  any  of 
the  States,  it  remaining  with  the  several  States  alone  to 
provide  any  regulations  therein,  which  humanity  or  policy 
may  requirr."  Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  consider 
the  instruction  given  them  by  the  House  upon  this  point 
rather  as  a  decisive  expression  of  a  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  coilltitutional  law,  than  as  a  call  upon  them  to  sus- 
tain a  questionable  position.  They  are  aware  that  some 
members  voted  against  the  instruction  upon  this  point,  un- 
der the  impression  that,  whilst  the  principle  asserted  is  un- 
questionable in  itself,  its  assertion  by  the  House,  in  this 
form,  might  seem  to  imply  dbubt,  and  to  countenance  the 
idea  that  it  is  really  debateable.  In  this  view,  the  members 
who  thus  voted  may  be  joined,  perhaps,  by  many  intelli- 
gent and  worthy  citizens  of  the  slaveholding  States;  but 
your  committee  cannot  believe  that  the  assertion,  in  any 
form,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  a  principle  so 
important,  and  at  the  same  time  of  so  strong  a  local  bear- 
ing, and  particularly  by  a  vote  so  nearly  approaching  una- 
nimity as  is  recorded  on  its  journal  in  favor  of  this  instruc- 
tion, can  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  that  principle,  or  its 
binding  and  paramount  influence  upon  Congpress  and  the 
country  in  all  time  to  come.  The  precedent  above  quoted 
from  the  Congress  of  1790  shows  that  the  House  of  Repr. 
resentatives  of  that  day,  so  hi  from  fearing  the  effect  of 
such  action  upon  its  part,  sought  to  record  its  solenm  con- 
viction upon  this  question  of  power  in  themselves,  and  has 
handed  down  to  us  its  judgment,  in  precise  accordance  with 
our  own.  That  House  was  largely,  if  not  entirely,  com- 
posed of  men  of  the  Revolution,  and  many  of  its  members 
are  known  to  have  been  also  members  of  the  convention 
which  formed  the  federal  constitution.  Since  tiiat  period, 
nearly  half «  century  has  rolled  away,  and  now  that  the 
successors  of  that  House,  acting  under  the  same  considera- 
tions, solemnly  reaffirm  the  principle  laid  down  by  those 
great  and  good  men,  and  avow  it  to  be  not  only  the  setUed 
opinion  of  this  Congress,  but  of  the  great  body'  of  the  peo-' 
pie  of  the  United  States,  may  we  not  hope,  and  indeed  con- 
clude, that  it  will  be  hereafter  deemed  a  solemn  and  delib- 
erate exposition  of  the  constitution,  and  that  all  attempts  in 
futiue  to  violate  those  sacred  compromises  which  lie  at  the 
very  foundation  of  our  constitutional  compact,  or  to  excite 
apprehension  on  this  subject,  will  be  effectusUy  counteracted 
and  defeated.  Your  committee  cannot  but  indulge  a  most 
confident  and  aiuroated  hope  that  these  good  effects  will  be 
produced  by  the  present  action  of  the  House. 

Your  committee  are  instructed  to  report,  in  the  second 
place— 

That,  m  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not 
to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia: 

Ist.  Because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  feith. 

To  obey  this  instruction  of  the  House  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  Jtf  the  resolution,  it  vrill  be  necessary  to  ex- 
amine, to  some  extent,  the  relations  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  District  of  Columbia;  the  probable  ob- 
jects of  the  provision  in  the  constitution  authorizing  the 
cession  of  the  District  to  the  United  States;  and  the  conse- 
quent expectations  which  may  have  been  raAbnally  enter- 
tained by  the  States  that  made  the  cession,  as  to  the  exer- 
cise, by  Congress,  of  the  powers  granted  to  it  over  the 
ceded  territory.  Before  entering  upon  this  examination, 
however,  it  may  be  well  to  remark  that  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress over  this  District  involved  in  this  discussion  are 
wholly  independent  of,  and  derived  from  a  source  entirely 
separate  from,  the  general  legislative  powers  granted  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution.  As  the  Legislature  of  con- 
federated States,  the  powers  of  Congress  are  equal,  and  of 
universal  application,  throughout  all  the  States;  and  they 
were  given  to  Congress  before  the  cession  of  the  District, 
and  were  held  and  exerdsod  independently  thereof.  This 
will  be  made  manifest  by  a  brief  statemonUxf^^u^  .^Fht 
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first  Congress  under  the  constitution  anembled  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1789,  and  the  Government  provided  for  by 
the  constitution  was  organized  on  that  day.  The  general 
powers  conferred  on  the  different  branches  of  the  Federal 
Government  were  exercised  from  that  day  forward;  and  the 
nnion  of  the  States,  under  constitutional  government,  was 
then  perfected  and  put  in  practical  operation.  The  cession 
from  Virginia,  of  that  portion  of  the  District  uf  Columbia 
that  belonged  to  her,  was  not  made  until  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber of  that  year — nine  months  after  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  operation;*  and  the  cession  by  Maryland, 
of  that  portion  of  the  District  that  belonged  to  her,  (and  in 
which  Uie  seat  of  Government  is  in  fact  located,)  was  not 
made  until  tlie  19th  day  of  December,  179  l-f* — more  than 
two  yean  and  nine  months  after  the  existence  of  the  Gov. 
emment  in  its  present  constitutional  form.  Congress  did 
not,  in  &cty  remove  to  the  District  thus  ceded,  nor  did  the 
District  thus  ceded  become  practically  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, until  the  year  1600;  and  &e  laws  of  the  States  by 
which  the  District  was  ceded  were  declared,  by  an  act  of 
Congress  of  the  16th  July,  1790,t  *<  to  be  in  force  within 
the  District  until  the  removal  of  the  Government  to  it,  and 
vntil  Congress  shall  otherwise  by  law  direct.'^ 

It  appears,  tlien,  that  the  Federal  Government  was  in 
operation  under  the  constitution  nearly  a  year  before  Con- 
gress possessed  any  power  of  local  legislation  over  any 
portion  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  nearly  three  years 
before  that  power  became  as  extensive  as  the  present  bounds 
of  the  District,  or  included  that  portion  of  the  ten  miles 
square  in  which  the  seat  of  Government  is  in  fact  located. 
It  also  i^pears  that  the  first  act  of  the  Federal  Legislature 
in  reference  to  its  jurisdiction,  then  partly  acquired,  and 
partly  to  be  acquired,  was  to  provide  for  the  continuance, 
m  all  their  force,  and  in  every  particular,  within  the  Dis- 
trict, of  the  laws  of  the  States  Uiat  made  the  cession,  until 
Pecember,  1800;  a  period  of  nine  years  afler  the  time  when 
ihe  powers  of  Congress,  as  a  local  Legislature  for  the  Dis- 
trict, were  perfected  by  the  State  of  Maryland.  Nor  is  this 
all:  by  the  act  of  1790  it  was  declared,  as  has  been  already 
•hown,  that  the  laws  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  should  be 
the  laws  of  the  District,  not  only  *'  until  the  time  fixed  for 
the  removal  of  the  Government  thereto,''  but  also  *<  until 
Congress  shall  otherwise  provide  by  law."  No  alteration, 
however,  to  any  considerable  extent,  has  yet  been  made, 
atnd  the  laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  which  were  in  force 
at  the  time  of  their  respective  cessions,  and  in  force  respect- 
ively in  the  portions  of  the  District  ceded  by  each,  still  con- 
tinue to  bC)  in  almost  every  particular,  the  local  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Such  are  the  relations  at  present  existing  between  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  District,  so  far  as  local  legis- 
lation is  concerned.  The  powers  uf  Congress,  as  the  local 
Legislature  of  the  District,  were  derived  from  the  cessionp 
by  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  the  specisl  ^Vknt  of  exclu- 
nve  legislation,  and  not  from  the  general  powers  conferred 
upon  it  by  the  constitution;  and  these  special  and  local 
powers,  which  Congress  has  now  possessed  for  nearly  half 
a  century,  have  been  exorcised  only  to  the  extent  above 
described;  an(^  from  the  best  information  your  committee 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  to  no  other  or  greater  extent. 
The  right  of  Congress  to  accept  the  cession  of  this  terri- 
'  tory  from  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  is  found  in 
the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  gives  it  power  «to  exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever  over  such  district, 
not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  as  may,  by  cession  of  par- 
ticular States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the 
oeat  of  Government  of  the  United  States;"  and  the  purpose 
for  which  the  cession  was  to  be  made  and  received  is  de- 

•  Lav*-*  District  of  Columbia,  p.  G9. 
t  Lawi  District  of  Columbia,  p.  64. 
X  Uw8  uf  the  United  Staitti,  vol.  2,  p.  113. 


clared  in  the  language  of  the  constitution  itself,  <*  such  dis- 
trict as  may  become  the  seat  of  GovemmeDt  of  the  United 
States."  The  cession,  therefore,  was  to  be  m«de  for  this 
purpose,  and  for  no  other;  and,  as  regards  its  use  by  the 
Federal  Government,  the  object  of  this  provision  evidently 
was  simply  to  authorize  Congress  to  accept  the  grant,  and 
to  exercise  the  powers  of  legislation  therein  provided  \m. 

It  will  be  conceded  by  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
this  report,  that  the  cession  was  made  in  conformity  with 
the  power  of  Congress  to  receive,  and  that,  therefore,  ^ 
the  cession  from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  Congreae  is  in 
possession  of  the  powers  which  the  constitution  intended  it 
should  possess  over  the  district  intended  to  be  ceded. 

This  brings  us  to  the  inquiry,  as  to  the  probable  objects 
of  the  grant  of  «« exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever," over  the  territory  which  was  to  constitute  Ac  seat  of 
Government  of  the  United  States.     In  consulting  the  com- 
mentators upon  the  constitution,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
old  Congress  encountered  inconveniences,  and  even  dan- 
gers, from  holding  their  sessions  where  Stale  Legislatures 
had  exclusive  local  jurisdiction,  and  where  State  authorities 
alone  were  to  be  depended  on  in  matters  of  police  and  per- 
sonal protection.     Indeed,  an  adjournment  of  that  Con- 
gress from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  New  Jersey,  for  a 
cause  of  this  description,  whi^  occurred  at  the  close  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  no  doubt  contributed  greatly  to  tlw  in- 
troduction of  this  cisuse  into  the  constitution  of  the  Union. 
The  proceedings  of  the  old  Congress  show,  distmctly,  that 
the  acquirement  6f  a  territory  for  the  seat  of  the  Federal 
Legislature,  over  which  it  should  have  excluave  or  special 
jurisdiction,  was  a  fiivorite  idea  with  that  body,  as  early  as 
the  year  1783,  and  that  it  continued  op  to  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  constitution.     Upon  this  point  your  com- 
mittee will  only  detain  the  House  with  a  few  of  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  old  Congress  that  go  to  establiafa  it 
On  the  7th  of  October,    1783,  a  resohition  was  passed, 
« that  buildings  for  the  use  of  Congress  be  erected  on  or 
near  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,*  provided  a  suitable  dis- 
trict can  be  procured  on  or  near  the  banks  of  the  said  river 
for  a  federal  town,  and  that  the  right  of  soil,  and  exclusive 
or  such  other  jurisdiction  as  Congress  may  direct,  shell  be 
vested  in  the  United  States."    On  the  21st  of  the  same 
month,  (October,    1788,)  another  resolution  wae  passed, 
preceded  by  a  preamble,  as  follows:  «« Whereas  there  is 
reason  to  expect  that  the  providing  buildings  for  the  alter- 
nate residence  of  Congress  in  two  places  will  be  productive 
of  the  most  salutaiy  eficcts,  by  securing  the  mutual  confi- 
dence and  affections  of  the  States,  Resohfd,  That  build- 
ings be  provided  for  the  use  of  Congress  at  or  near  ihe 
lower  falls  of  the  Potomac,  f  or  Georgetown,  providcil  a 
suitable  district  on  the  tanks  of  the  river  can  be  procured 
for  a  federal  town,  and  the  right  of  soil,  and  an  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  or  such  other  as  Congress  may  direct,  ahall  be 
vested  in  the  United  States." 

On  the  2<Hh  of  December,  1784,  the  old  Congress  pass- 
ed, among  others,  the  following  resolutions: 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  Congreaa  proceed 
to  take  measures  for  procuring  suitable  buildings  to  be  erect- 
ed for  their  accommoilation. 

*«  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  Congress  at  this 
time  to  erect  public  buildings  for  their  accommodation  at 
more  than  one  place." 

These  resolutions  by  the  continental  Congress,  as  te 
the  expediency  and  necessity  for  a  territory  for  the  seat  of 
the  Federal  Government,  over  which  it  should  have  pecu- 
liar if  not  exclusive  jurisdiction,  arc  produced  to  show  the 
origin  of  the  provision  in  the  constitution  upon  that  subject, 
and  the  object  for  which  the  acquisition  of  such  a  territory 
was  desired.     That  object,  beyond  all  question,    was  to 


♦  Journals  of  the  old  Congress,  vol.  4,  p.  288. 
t  Journals  of  ihe  old  Oongress,  p.  299. 
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■eeuTO  a  seat  for  the  Federal  Oovemment,  where  the  pow- 
er of  self-protection  should  be  ample  and  complete,  and 
where  it  might  be  exercised  without  collision  or  conflict 
with  the  legislatiye  powers  of  any  of  the  States,  so  far  as 
its  exexdse  should  be  required  for  the  great  national  pur- 
poses for  which  the  peculiar  or  exclusive  jurisdiction  was 
sought  to  be  obtained.  The  jurisdiction  was  made  exclu- 
sive, not,  as  your  committee  believe,  and  as  they  think  every 
considerate  citizen  will  admit,  to  change  the  object  of  the 
grant  of  the  jurisdiction  when  it  should  be  made,  but  to 
secure  that  object  more  e&ctualty  by  making  the  Federal 
Government  independent  of  State  interference,  and  of  State 
protection,  within  the  district  where  it  was  to  be  located, 
and  where  its  detiberations  should  be  held.  Had  the  legis- 
lative power  of  Congress  over  this  District  not  been  made 
exclusive,  one  of  the  great  and  wise  objects  intended  to  be 
secured,  the  prevention  of  conflict  between  Federal  and 
State  legislation,  would  have  been  necessarily  defeated. 
Every  statesman  will  admit  the  extreme  inconvenience  and 
danger  of  granting  powers  of  legislation  of  the  same  char- 
acter, and  10  be  exercised  within  the  same  territory,  (pow- 
ers of  local  and  municipal  legislation,}  to  two  distinct  and 
independent  legislative  bodies;  and  the  extreme  difficulty, 
if  not  impossibility,  of  so  defining  the  portions  (tf  power  to 
be  exercised  by  each,  as  to  prevent  constant  conflict  and 
collision.  This  must  have  been  the  result,  if  any  division 
of  the  powers  of  local  legislation,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  had  been  made  between  Congress  and  the  States 
by  which  the  territory  was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
Congress  required  all  that  power  which,  through  all  time, 
would  be  indispensably  necessary  for  its  own  protection, 
and  also  to  render  all  the  departments  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment independent  of  State  authority,  and  entirely  de- 
pendent on,  and  obedient  to,  the  Federal  Legulature,  and 
it  alone,  in  all  matters  of  police  or  municipd  legislation. 
The  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States  with  this  provision  in  it,  shows  that  the 
attainment  of  these  objects  was  considered  of  paramount 
importance^  and,  hence,  in  the  judgment  of  your  commit- 
tee, the  power  in  question  was  made  exclusive. 

Assuming  the  correctness  of  these  premises,  the  next  in- 
quiry is,  what  expectations  were  the  States  by  which  the 
District  was  ceded,  as  well  as  their  sister  States,  authorized 
to  entertain  as  to  the  exercise  by  Congress  of  the  legislative 
powers  derived  from  these  cessionst  These  cessions  included 
not  only  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  those  States,  but  also  a 
portion  of  Uieir  citizens.  To  secure  the  great  national  objects 
intended  by  the  cession,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States  over 
those  citizens,  as  well  as  over  the  territory  of  the  District,  was 
transferred  to  the  Federal  Legislature.  Thb  transfer,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  abridged  the  rights  of  the  citizens 
within  the  territory,  who  had  been  formerly  entitled  to  vote 
for  their  legislators  and  other  rulers,  by  subjecting  them  to 
a  Government  composed  of  persons  in  whose  election  they 
were  to  have  no  choice.  Their  governance,  however,  was 
confided'to  those  intrusted  with  the  common  Government 
of  all  the  States;  and  when  we  reflect  upon  the  confidence 
reposed  in  Congress  by  the  States  that  made  the  transfer, 
and  by  the  citizens  transferred,  it  accounts  at  once  for  the 
readiness  with  which  the  cession  was  efiected.  Still,  the 
question  recurs,  what  expectations  might  reasonably  be  en- 
tertained by  the  States  making  the  cession,  by  the  other 
States  of  the  confederacy,  so  far  as  their  interests  were 
directly  or  indirectly  involved,  and  by  the  citizens  thus 
placed  under  the  peculiar  care  of  Congress,  as  to  its  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  this  cession  of  ter- 
ritories for  a  seat  of  the  Federal  Govemmenti 

Your  committee  have  no  hesitation  to  say,  in  answer  to 
this  inquiry,  that  those  expectations,  by  all  the  parties  in- 
terested, not  only  might,  but  must  have  been,  that  Con- 
gress would  exercise  the  powers  conferred,  so  far  as  their 
exercise  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  great  national 


objects  of  the  cesdon,  with  strict  reference  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  those  objects;  and  that  all  other  powers  con- 
ferred by  the  cession  would  be  exercised  with  an  equally 
strict  reference  to  the  interests  and  welflire  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  District — those  citizens  of  two  free  States  who 
had  been  made  dependent  on  Congress  for  their  local  legis- 
lation, for  the  protection  of  life,  liberty,  and  property-* 
rights  guarantied  by  the  constitution  to  all  the  citizens  of 
the  confederacy — ^in  order  that  a  seat  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, subject  to  the  exclusive  control  of  Congress, 
might  be  granted  to  it.  If  these  positions  are  correct,  it 
follows  necessarily  that  the  institutions,  the  customs,  the 
rights,  the  property,  and  every  other  incident  pertaining  to 
those  citizens,  and  municipal  in  its  character,  which  they 
enjoyed  as  citizens  of  the  States  to  which  they  belonged 
before  the  cession  of  the  District,  and  which  did  not  then, 
and  have  not  yet,  interfered  with  the  great  national  rights 
and  privileges  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  cession,  should 
have  been  hitherto,  and  should  be  in  all  time  to  come^ 
guarded  and  preserved  with  the  same  paternal  care  and 
kindness  with  which  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  to  which 
they  belonged  would  have  guarded  and  protected  them,  if 
they  had  continued  to  be  intrusted  to  their  respective  juris- 
dictions. 

Your  committee  rely  confldently  upon  this  as  the  great 
rule  for  the  faithful  action  of  Congress  in  reference  to  thia 
subject.  They  feel  assured  that  no  rational  man  will  dif- 
fer with  them.  Two  quettions,  then,  remain  to  be  con- 
sidered, to  determine  whether  Congress  should  or  should 
not  attempt  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, viz: 

1.  Do  the  great  national  (tbjects  which  were  intended  to 
be  secured  to  the  Federal  Government  by  the  cession  of  the 
territory  require  such  action  on  the  part  of  Congress? 

Your  committee  will  make  no  argument  upon  so  plain  a 
proposition.  No  individual  within  their  knowledge,  not 
even  the  most  deluded  fsnatic,  has  ever  asked,  or  attempted 
to  justify,  a  measure  of  this  description  upon  surh  a  pretext. 
The  security  and  independence  of  Congress,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  its  removal  to  this  District  to  the  present  hour, 
have  been  as  perfect  as  the  framers  of  the  constitution  could 
have  desired.  No  intimation  has  ever  been  heard  that  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  has  ever 
produced  the  slightest  danger  or  inconvenience  either  to  the 
interests  or  to  the  officers  of  the  Federal  Ge^emment  with- 
in it.  Surely,  then.  Congress  cannot  be  called  upon  to  in- 
terfere with  that  institution  within  the  District,  as  one  of  its 
duties  growing  out  of  the  national  objects  connected  with 
the  cession;  and  if  such  interference  is  demanded,  from  it, 
the  demand  must  grow  out  of  its  relations  to  the  District  as 
a  local  Legislature.  This  brings  the  committee  to  the  re- 
maining question: 

2.  Would  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  if  the 
cession  of  this  territory  to  the  Federal  Government  had  not 
been  made,  from  any  thing  which  has  been  shown  to  Con- 
gress, be  induced  to  interfere  with,  or  abolish,  the  in^titU' 
tion  of  domestic  slavery  within  it? 

At  the  time  of  the  cession  from  those  States,  slavery  ex- 
isted in  every  portion  of  their  territory,  in  the  same  degree, 
and  subject  to  the  same  laws  and  regulations  by  which  it 
was  authorized  and  regulated  in  the  territory  ceded  to  the 
Federal  Government.  It  still  exists  in  those  States,  with- 
out any  material  variation  or  modification  of  their  laws  re- 
specting it.  As  those  States,  then,  have  not  abolished  it 
within  the  territories  remaining  under  their  jurisdiction,  is 
it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  would  have  abolished  it 
in  the  territory  comprising  the  District,  had  tliey  continued 
to  retain  their  original  jurisdiction  over  it?  Can  any  rea- 
son whatei^er  be  given  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this 
particular  District,  which  does  not  apply  with  equal  force 
to  every  other  slaveholding  section  of  the  country?  Can 
any  cause  be  shown  why  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
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ginia  would  have  abolished,  or  would  now  abolish,  olaTeij 
in  this  District,  had  it  continued  to  form  a  part  of  those 
States,  respectively,  which  would  not  have  warranted  or 
produced  general  abolition  throughout  those  Statesi  Most 
unquestionably  not.  As  those  States,  then,  have  not  abol- 
ished slavery  in  the  residue  of  their  territory,  it  is  evident 
that  they  would  not  have  abolished  it  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, if  it  had  continued  subject  to  their  action.  It  fol- 
lows conclusively,  therefore,  that  Congress,  as  the  local 
Legislature  of  the  District,  and  acting  independently  of  the 
national  considerations  connected  with  its  powen  over  it, 
is  bound,  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  faith  and  the 
rights  of  all  the  parties  interested,  to  act  upon  the  same 
reasons,  and  to  exercise  the  same  paternal  regard,  which 
would  have  governed  the  States  by  which  the  District  was 
ceded  to  the  Federal  Government  And  it  is  unnecessary 
to  add,  that  Congress  has  acted  vrisely  in  treating  the  in- 
stitutions found  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  as 
the  mstitutions  of  the  people  of  the  District;  in  continuing 
their  laws  and  customs,  as  the  laws  and  custorus  to  which 
they  had  lieen  used,  and  which  should  never  be  altered,  or 
interfered  with,  except  where  the  people  themselves  may  be 
desirous  of  a  change. 

Your  committee  must  go  further,  and  express  their  full 
conviction  that  any  interference  by  Congress  ^ith  the  pri- 
vate interests  or  rights  of  the  citizens  of  this  District,  with- 
out their  consent,  would  be  a  breach  of  the  faith  reposed 
in  the  Federal  Government  by  the  States  that  made  the 
cession,  and  as  violent  an  infraction  of  private  rights  as 
it  would  have  been  if  those  States  themselves,  supposing 
their  jurisdiction  had  remained  unimpaired  over  their  terri- 
tory, nad  abolished  slavery  within  those  portions  of  their 
respective  limits,  and  had  continued  its  existence,  upon  its 
present  basis,  in  every  other  portion  of  them.  And  surely 
there  ii  no  citizen,  in  any  quarter  of  the  country,  who  has 
the  smallest  regard  for  our  laws  and  institutions.  State  and 
national,  or  for  equal  justice,  and  an  equality  of  rights  and 
privileges  among  citizens  entitled  to  it,  who  would  attempt 
.to  justify  such  an  outrage  on  the  part  of  those  States.  The 
question,  then,  is,  are  the  citizens  of  the  District  desirous  of  a 
change  themselvesi  Has  any  request  or  movement  been 
made  by  them  that  would  justify  an  interference  with  their 
private  righu  on  the  part  of  Congress?  None,  whatever! 
Th9  citizens  of  the  District  not  only  have  not  solicited  any 
action  on  the  part  of  Congress,  but  it  is  well  known  that  they 
earnestly  deprecate  such  action,  and  regard  with  abhor- 
rence the  efforts  that  are  made  by  others,  who  have  no  in- 
terest whatever  in  the  District,  to  effect  it.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, therefore,  that  any  such  interference  on  the  part  of 
Congress  could  be  justified,  or  even  palliated,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  sought  or  desired  by  those  who  are  alone  inter- 
ested in  the  subject.  If,  therefore.  Congress  were  to  inter- 
fere with  this  description  of  property,  against  the  consent  of 
the  people  of  the  District,  your  committee  feel  bound  to  say 
that  it  would  be  as  gross  a  broach  of  public  faith,  and  as 
outrageous  an  infiiaction  of  private  rights,  as  it  would  have 
been  if  such  an  interference  had  been  committed  by  the 
States  of  which  the  District  was  formerly  a  part,  supposing 
that  it  never  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States. 

Your  committee  will  here  anticipate  an  objection  which 
may  be  urged  against  this  reasoning  and  these  conclusions. 
They  have  shown  that  the  powers  of  Congress  over  this 
District  divide  themselves  into  two  classes,  national  and  lo- 
cal; that,  in  reference  to  the  former,  the  action  of  Congress 
should  be  governed  by  the  interests  of  the  whole  country, 
•0  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the  branches  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  located  within  the  District;  that,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  latter,  iu  powers  are,  and  ita  action  should  be, 
those  of  a  local  and  municipal  Legislature,  extending  iU  pa- 
ternal care  and  protection  over  the  citizens  dependent.upon, 
and  subjected  to,  this  branch  of  iU  authority;  that,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  ita  powers,  the  safest  stand  in  reference  to  slavery 


is,  what  would  the  States  to  which  the  Diittrict  origioaliy 
belonged,  and  of  which  ita  citizens  were  originally  dtinDs^ 
have  done  in  case  their  jurisdiction  had  never  hun  Cnus- 
ferrsd  to  Congress;  and  that  those  States  would  ootainjy 
not  have  interfered  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the 
District,  had  the  power  to  do  so  remained  with  tbcm.  The 
objection  anticipated  is,  that  the  States  in  question  have  pur- 
sued an  unwise  policy  as  to  themselves^  and  that  iketr  bav- 
ing  done  so  should  not  have  bound  Congreas,  as  the  local 
Legislature  of  the  District,  to  a  similar  pdicy  in  idation  to 
its  government  To  this,  however,  your  committee  con- 
sider it  perfectly  conclusive  to  reply»  that,  under  our  imti- 
tutions,  that  people  is  the  best  governed  which  is  govcnied 
most  in  accoindanoe  with  ita  own  habits,  interests,  and  wirii- 
es;  that  the  policy  hitherto  pursued  by  Congress  in  refer- 
ence to  slavery  within  the  District,  your^conunitlee  have 
every  reason  te  believe,  has  been  in  perfect  conformiky  with 
the  whes  and  interesta  of  the  citizens  conoemed;  and  dial 
it  will  be  time  enough  for  Congress,  acting  as  the  local  Le- 
gislature of  the  District,  and  in  that  capacity  bound  to  con- 
sult the  governed,  as  the  regulators  of  ita  actioii»  to  move 
in  any  matter  relating  to  their  private  interesta  and  ri^ts 
when  they  themselves  shall  ask  such  movement 

There  is  another  consideration  connected  with  this  part 
of  the  argument,  which  your  committee  think  worthy  of 
attention.  It  is  this:  that  there  is  no  law  in  the  District 
prohibiting  the  master  from  manumitting  his  alavea,  which 
he  may  do  at  his  own  discretion,  and  without  incur- 
ring any  responsibility  whatever.  Certain  it  is  thai  no  such 
law  has  been  passed  by  Congress.  The  dtiiena  of  the  Dis- 
trict, therefore,  have  no  necessity  for  the  aid  of  Congress, 
should  they  wish  the  abolition  of  slavery  among  them. 
They  have  only  to  exercise  an  existing  right,  and  their 
wish  will  be  accomplished.  Can  there  be  more  deciaive  ev- 
idence,  then,  that  they  do  not  wish  the  abolition  of  alaveiy, 
than  that  it  continues  to  exist  among  themi  or  can  any  one 
desire  more  conclusive  proof  that  any  attempt  by  Congress 
to  effect  this  object  by  the  force  of  law  would  be  an  inter- 
ference with  the  righto  of  private  property,  against  the  wish- 
es and  consent  of  those  concerned,  imd  for  none  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  Congress  is  authorized  by  the  constitntioB 
to  take  private  property  for  public  use? 

Hence,  your  committee  believe  they  have  proved,  beyond 
the  power  of  contradiction,  that  an  interference  by  Congress 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  public  faith — of  the  faith  reposed  in  Congress 
by  the  States  which  ceded  the  territory  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
eriunent,  so  fiir  as  the  righto  and  interesto  of  those  citiiens 
residing  within  the  ceded  territory  are  ooncemed. 

Your  committee  will  now  connder  this  propoaitian  in  rrf> 
erence  to  the  interesto  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
i^nia.  They  were  slaveholding  States  at  the  time  they 
made  their  cession,  and  they  are  so  still.  They  entirely 
surround  this  District,  from  which  they  are  only  separated 
upon  all  sides  by  imaginary  lines.  They  made  the  cession 
for  the  great  national  objecto  which  have  been  already  point- 
ed out,  and  they  made  it  from  motives  of  patriotism  alone, 
and  without  any  compensation  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment for  the  surrender  of  jurisdiction  over  commanding  po- 
sitions in  both  States.  The  surrender  was  made  for  pur- 
poses deemed  sufficiently  important,  by  all  the  original 
States,  to  be  provided  for  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  was  made  in  conformity  with  that  provision 
of  the  constitution.  It  is  surely  unnecessary,  after  this 
statement  of  fiicts,  to  undertake  to  show  thatthoae  patriotic 
States  made  this  cession  for  purposes  of  good  to  the  Union, 
and  consequently  to  themselves,  and  not  for  purposes  of 
evil  to  themselves,  and  consequently  to  the  Union;  and  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  accepted  the  ceasion 
for  the  same  good,  and  not  for  evil,  purposes. 

If,  then,  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia  wauld.^prod;i^  evil,  and 
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not  good,  to  the  States  that  made  the  cesaioii,  the  coudu- 
■ion  ii  inevitable  that  auch  an  act  on  the  part  of  Congreaa 
would  be  a  Tiolation  of  the  faith  repoied  in  it  by  thoae 
States.  To  all  to  whom  thia  is  not  perfectly  palpable  with- 
out an  argument,  the  following  conaiderations  are  presented: 

It  has  been  already  said  that  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia  surround  the  District.  It  has  also  been  shown 
that,  in  reference  to  slavery  within  the  District,  the  rela- 
tions of  Congress  are  entirely  those  of  a  local  Legislature, 
and  &at  its  acUon,  therefore,  in  this  capacity,  diould  be 
governed  by  the  same  reasons  which  would  have  governed 
those  States  themselves  in  relation  to  this  subject,  if  their 
jurisdiction  over  this  territory  had  never  been  surrendered. 
Let  us  suppose,  then,  that  this  jurisdiction  had  never  been 
surrendered  by  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  that  it  was 
now  proposed  that  they  should  abolish  slavery,  and  relin- 
quish all  power  of  legialation  over  iree  blacks,  within  the 
portions  of  those  States  which  constitute  the  District  of 
Columbia,  retaining  their  respective  institutions  of  slavery 
in  all  the  remaining  portions  of  their  territory.  Who  is 
there  that  would  not  be  amazed  at  the  folly  of  such  an  acti 
VKHio  does  not  see  that  such  a  step  would  necessarily  pro- 
duce discontent  and  insurrections  in  the  remaining  portions 
of  those  States?  Who  does  not  perceive  that  under  such 
circumstanoesithe  District  would  constitute  at  once  a  neu- 
tral ground,  upon  which  hosts  of  free  blacks,  fugitive  slaves, 
and  incendiaries,  Would  be  assembled  in  the  work  of  gen- 
eral abolitionism;  and  that,  from  such  a  magazine  of  evil, 
every  conceivable  mischief  would  be  spread  through  the 
surrounding  country,  with  almost  the  rapidity  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  atmospherel  Surely  no  one  can  doubt  the 
certainty  of  the  consequential  evils  in  the  case  supposed. 
How,  Uien,  can  any  doubt  or  deny  the  dangers  in  the  case 
before  usi  The  territory  is  the  same;  it  is  surrounded  by 
the  same  portions  of  slaveholding  States;  and  the  only  dif- 
ference is,  that  in  the  case  supposed  the  abolition  would 
be  the  woric  of  State  authorities,  while,  in  the  other,  it  is 
sought  to  accomplish  it  by  the  authority  of  Congress.  The 
condition  of  things  before  and  afier  it  is  done  is  the  same 
in  both  cases,  and  the  opportunities  for  mischief,  in  case 
the  work  be  accomplished,  are  equal  in  both.  Can  it  be 
necessary  to  say  more,  to  establiui  the  position,  that  any 
interference  vrith  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  public 
faith,  the  faith  reposed  in  Congress  by  those  States,  and 
without  which  they  never  could  have  been  induced  to  have 
made  that  cession? 

It  only  remains,  under  this  head,  to  show  that  Congress 
could  not  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
without  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  in  reference  to  the 
alaveholdmg  States  generally,  as  well  as  to  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  au- 
thorizing Congress  to  accept  the  cession  of  a  territory  for 
a  seat  of  the  Federal  Oovomment,  and  to  exercise  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  over  it,  was  as  general  and  universal  as  any 
other  provision  in  that  instrument.  In  its  national  objects 
ail  the  States  were  equally  interested,  and  so  far  as  there 
was  any  danger  that  the  pov^ers  of  local  legislation  confer- 
red on  Congress  might  interfere  with,  or  injuriously  affect, 
the  institutions  of  the  various  States,  each  State  possessed 
an  interest  proportionate  to  the  probable  danger  to  itself. 
As  far  as  your  committee  know  or  believe,  however,  no  ap- 
prehension of  an  interference  on  the  subject  of  domestic 
slavery  was  entertained  in  any  quarter,  or  expressed  by 
any  statesman  of  the  day.  An  examination  of  the  com- 
mentaries on  the  constitution  will  show  that  various  appre- 
hensions were  entertained,  w  to  the  powers  conferred  on 
Congress  by  this  clause,  auch  as  that  privileged  classes  of 
society  might  be  created  within  the  District;  that  a  etanding 
army,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  might  be 
organized  and  sustained  within  it,  and  the  Uke;  but  not  a 
suggestion  can  1)e  found  that,  under  the  local  powers  to  be 


conferred,  any  attempt  would  be  made  to  interfere  with  the 
private  rights  of  the  citizens  who  might  be  embraced  with- 
in the  District,  or  to  disturb  or  change,  directly  or  by 
consequence,  the  municipal  institutions  of  the  States,  or 
that  Ihe  subject  of  domestic  slavery,  as  it  existed  in  the 
States,  could  be  in  any  way  involved  in  the  proposed  ces- 
sion. At  that  time,  all  the  States  held  slaves.  Many  of 
them  have  since,  by  their  own  independent  action,  without 
influence  or  interference  from  the  Federal  Government,  or 
from  their  sister  States,  effected,  in  their  own  time  and  way, 
the  work  of  emancipation;  others  of  the  orig^al  States  re- 
main as  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, in  reference  to  this  description  of  property,  and 
several  new  members  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
slaveholding  States.  All  the  States  which  have  held  or 
now  hold  slave  property  have  invariably  considered  the 
institution  aaone  exclusively  subject  to  State  authority,  and 
not  to  be  affected,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  federal  inter- 
ference. The  practice  of  the  Government,  as  well  as  its 
theory,  has  established  this  doctrine,  and  the  action  of  the 
States,  in  retaining  or  abolishing  the  institution  at  pleasure, 
has  conformed  entirely  to  this  principle.  Now,  the  subject 
of  federal  interference  has  become  one  of  some  agitation, 
and  Congress  is  solicited  to  adopt  measures  in  relation  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  which  have  been  shown  to  be 
most  dangerous  and  destructive  to  the  security  and  interests 
of  the  two  slaveholding  States  by  which  it  was  ceded  to  the 
Federal  Government  Your  committee  will  not  trouble  the 
House  to  prove  that  any  measure  of  the  Federal  Legislature, 
which  would  have  this  tendency  in  those  two  States,  would, 
from  the  very  necessity  of  the  case,  and  the  unitjr  of  the 
interest  wherever  it  exists,  have  the  same  tendency,  meas- 
urably, in  all  the  other  slaveholding  members  of  the  Union. 
This  position  is  too  plain  for  argument.  If^  then,  all  the 
States  were  equally  interested  in  the  natioiial  objects  for 
which  this  territory  was  ceded  as  the  seat  o/  the  Federal 
Government;  if  that  cession  was  designed  by  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  to  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
confederacy,  and  was  made  in  furtherance  of  that  design; 
and  if  CongroM,  contrary  to  the  obvious  intent  and  spirit 
of  the  cession,  shall  do  an  act  not  required  by  the  national 
objects  contemplated  by  it,  but  directly  repugnant  to  the  in- 
terests and  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  the  ceded  territory,  and 
calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  and  endanger  the  interests 
of  the  slaveholding  members  of  the  Union,  such  an  act 
must  be  in  violation  of  the  public  faith;  of  the  faith  reposed 
in  Congress  by  the  States  that  made  the  cession,  and  whidi 
would  bo  deeply  injured  by  such  an  exercise  of  power 
under  it,  and  also  of  the  faiUi  reposed  in  that  body  by  all 
the  States,  inasmuch  as  no  independent  State  in  the  Union 
can  be  injured  in  its  peace,  or  its  rightful  interests,  by  the 
action  of  the  Federal  Government,  without  a  corresponding 
injury  to  every  member  of  the  confederated  States. 

Your  committee  have  already  shown  that  an  interference 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  involve  a 
violation  of  the  public  faith,  as  regards  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  citizens  thereof.  They  recur  to  this  topic, 
however,  on  account  of  its  importance,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  it  in  another  light,  and,  as  they  consider,  upon 
unanswerable  ground.  They  are  aware  that,  under  the 
constitution,*  Congress  possesses  <<  exclusive  legislation" 
over  the  aforesaid  District;  but  the  power  of  legislation  was 
given  to  be  exercised  for  beneficial  purposes  only,  and  can- 
not, therefore,  be  exercised,  consistently  with  public  faith, 
for  any  object  that  is  at  war  with  the  great  principles  upon 
which  the  Government  itself  is  founded .  The  constitution, 
to  be  properly  understood,  must  be  taken  as  a  whole. 
Wherever  a  particular  power  is  granted,  the  extent  to  which 
it  may  be  carried  can  only  be  inferred  from  other  provi- 
sions, by  which  it  may  be  regulated  or  restrained.     The 
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coDftitution,  while  it  confers  upon  Congress  exclusive 
legislation  within  this  District,  does  not,  and  could  not, 
confer  unlimited  or  despotic  authority  oTer  it.  It  could 
confer  no  power  contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  constitution  itself,  and  the  essential  and  unalienahle 
rights  of  American  citizens.  The  right  to  legislate,  there- 
fore, (to  make  the  constitution  consistent  with  itself,)  is 
evidently  qualified  hy  the  provision  that  «  no  man  shall  be 
deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process 
of  law,*'*  and  various  others  of  a  similar  character.  We 
lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  no  Government  can  do  any  thing 
directly  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  natural  justice  and 
of  the  social  compact.  It  would  be  totally  subversive  of  ail 
the  purposes  for  which  government  is  instituted.  Vattel 
says:  "The  great  end  of  civil  society  is,  whatever  consti- 
tutes happiness,  with  the  peaceful  possesion  of  property." 
No  republican  would^tolerate  that  a  man  should  be  punished, 
by  a  special  statute,  for  an  act  not  legally  punishable  at  the 
time  of  its  commission.  No  republican  could  approve  any 
^Btem  of  legislation  by  which  private  contracts,  lawfully 
made,  should  be  declared  null  and  void,  or  by  which  the 
f)roperty  of  an  individual,  lawfully  acquired,  should  be  ar- 
bitrarily wrested  from  him  by  the  high  hand  of  power. 
But  these  great  principles  are  not  left  for  their  support  to 
the  natural  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  or  to  the  mere 
general  spirit  of  republican  government.  They  are  ex- 
pressly incorporated  in  the  constitution,  and  they  have  also 
been  recognised,  and  insisted  on,  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  which  lays  down  the  following  sound 
and  incontrovertible  doctrine:  <<  There  are  acts  which  the 
Federal  or  State  Legislatures  cannot  do,  without  exceeding 
their  authority.  There  are  certain  vital  principles  in  our 
free  republican  Government,  which  will  determine  and  over- 
rule an  apparent  and  flagrant  abuse  of  legislative  power;  as 
to  authorize  manifest  injustice  by  positive  law,  or  to  take 
away  that  security  for  personal  liberty  or  private  property, 
for  tiie  protection  whereof  the  Government  was  established. 
An  act  of  the  Legislature,  contrary  to  the  great  first  princi- 
ples of  the  social  compact,  cannot  be  considered  a  rightful 
exercise  of  legislative  authority.  The  obligation  of  a  law, 
in  Governments  established  on  express  compact,  and  on  re- 
publican principles,  must  be  determined  by  the  nature  of 
the  power  on  which  it  is  founded.  A  few  instances  will 
suffice  to  explain.  A  law  that  punished  a  citizen  for  an 
innocent  action,  or  that  was  in  violation  of  an  existing  law; 
a  law  that  destroys  or  impairs  the  obligation  of  the  lawful 
private  contracts  of  citizens;  a  law  that  makes  a  man  a 
judge  in  his  own  case;  or  a  law  that  takes  property  from  A, 
and  gives  it  to  B.  It  is  against  all  reason  and  justice  for  a 
people  to  intrust  a  Legislature  with  such  powers,  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  presumed  that  they  have  done  it.  The 
Legislature  may  enjoin  or  permit,  forbid  or  punish;  they  may 
declare  new  crimes,  and  establish  rules  of  conduct  for  future 
cases,  but  they  cannot  change  innocence  into  guilt,  or 
punish  innocence  as  a  crime,  or  violate  the  rights  of  an 
antecedent  lawful  private  contract,  or  the  right  of  private 
property.  To  maintain  that  our  Federal  or  State  Legisla- 
tures possess  such  powers,  even  if  they  had  not  been  ex- 
pressly restrained,  wbuld  be  a  political  heresy,  altogether 
inadmissible  in  our  free  republic^m  Government,  "f  Now, 
every  principle  here  affirmed  by  the  court  applies  to  and 
protects  the  people  of  this  District,  as  well  as  the  people 
of  the  States.  The  inhabitants  of  this  District  are  a  part 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Sutes.  Every  right  and  in- 
terest secured  by  the  constitution  to  the  people  of  the 
States,  is  equally  secured  to  the  people  of  the  District. 
Congress  can,  therefore,  do  no  act  affecting  property  or  per- 
son, in  relation  to  this  District,  which  it  is  prohibited  to  do 
in  relation  to  the  citizens  of  the  States,  without  a  direct 
violation  of  the  public  faith.     For  instance,   it  is  a  well- 

♦  Amendments  to  the  conftitution,  art  6. 
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settled  constitutional  principle,  that  "private  propettf  diaU 
not  be  taken  fur  public  use,  without  just  compensstion.*' 
Now,  the  true  meaning  of  Uiis  provisioD  obviously  is,  that 
private  property  shall  be  taken  only  for  public  vtm,  but  shall 
not  be  taken,  even  then,  without  adequate  lennmeration. 
It  is  evident,  however,  in  reference  to  alcveiy,  uthsr  that 
the  Government  would  use  the  slaves,  or  that  it  would  not 
If  it  would  use  them,  then  they  would  not  be  emancipateA; 
and  it  would  be  an  idle  mockery  to  talk  of  the  freedom  of 
those  who  would  only  oease  to  be  private,  to  beooBie  pub- 
lic slaves.  If  it  would  not  use  diem,  then,  how  could  it  be 
said  diat  they  were  taken  for  the  public  use,  oooaistantly 
with  the  provision  just  recited!  But  even  if  thay  eould  be 
taken  without  reference  to  public  use,  they  eould  not  be  ta- 
ken without  just  compensation.  It  is  exceedingly  questioD- 
able,  however,  whether  Congress  could  legally  a|iply  the 
public  revenue  to  such  an  object,  even  with  the  consent  of 
the  owners  of  the  slaves.  As  to  emancipation  without  their 
consent,  and  without  just  compensation,  your  oommittec 
will  not  stop  to  consider  it  It  could  not  bear  examinatioD. 
Honor,  humanity,  policy,  all  fbriiid  it  It  is  manifest,  then, 
from  all  the  considerations  herein  stated,  (and  there  are 
othera  equally  forcible  that  might  be  urged,)  that  CongreM 
could  not  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with^ 
out  a  violation  of  the  public  faith. 

Your  committee  will  only  add  one  or  two  reflediona  upon 
this  intrresting  point 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  declaration  adopted  by  the 
House,  in  relation  to  the  District  of  Columbia?  Is  it  not 
that  Congress  cannot,  and  will  not,  do  an  act  which  it  has 
solemnly  proclaimed  to  involve  a  violation  of  the  publk 
feith!  Does  it  not  afford  every  security  to  the  South  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  affordi  Is 
it  not  tantamount,  in  its  binding  obligation  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  a  positive  declaration  that  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be  unoonatitntionan 
Nay,  is  it  not  even  more  efficacious  in  point  of  fact!  Con- 
stitutional provisions  are  matten  of  constmetion.  The  opin- 
ion of  one  House,  upon  an  abstract  controverted  point,  may 
be  overruled  and  reversed  by  another.  But  when  Con- 
gress has  solemnly  declared  that  a  particular  act  would  be 
a  violation  of  the  public  feith,  is  it  to  be  suppoaed  that  h 
would  ever  violate  a  pledge  thus  given  to  the  country?  Can 
any  abolitionist  expect  it!  Need  any  citizen  of  a  slave 
State  fear  it!  What  is  public  faith  but  the  honor  of  the 
Government!  Why  are  treaties  regarded  as  sacred  and  in- 
violable! Why,  but  because  they  involve  the  pledge,  and 
depend  upon  the  sanctity,  of  the  national  faith!  Why  are 
all  compacts  or  promises  made  by  Governments  hdd  to  be 
irrevocably  binding!  Why,  but  because  they  cannot  break 
them  without  committing  perfidy,  and  destroying  all  con- 
fidence  in  their  justice  and  integrity!  Surely,  then,  your 
committee  may  say  with  the  utmost  confidence,  (aiid  the 
sentiment  will  be  ratified  by  every  American  heart,)  that 
tlie  declaration  now  promulged  in  relation  to  this  aubject 
will  not  be  departed  from  by  any  succeeding  Legialature, 
except  under  circumstances  (should  any  such  ever  aiiae  in 
the  progress  of  our  country)  in  which  a  departure  from  it 
would  not  be  regarded  by  the  slaveholding  States  themaelves 
as  a  wanton  or  ariritrary  infraction  of  the  public  faith. 

Your  committee  are  further  instructed  to  report  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia—- 

2dly.  Because  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic. 

It  will  be  palpable  to  the  minds  of  all,  that  if  the  com- 
mittee have  succeeded  in  establishing,  as  they  think  they 
have,  that  any  such  interference  on  die  part  of  Congreaa 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  public  faith,  it  would  be  a  work 
pf  supererogation  to  attempt  to  show  that  such  an  act 
would  be  unwise  and  impolitic.  As  there  may  be  some,  how- 
ever, who  may  not  agree  with  them  in  th«r  arguments  or 
conclusions  upon  that  point,  they  feel  bound,  under  the  inr- 
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stroction  of  the  House,  to  offer  a  few  suggestions  under 
this  head. 

The  Federal  Government  was  the  creation  of  the  States 
of  the  confederacy,  and  the  great  objects  of  its  creation  and 
organization  <<  were  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  and  proivde  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare." 

Apply  these  principles,  then,  to  an  interference  by  Con- 
gress with  slavery  In  the  District  of  Columbia.  Such  ac- 
tion, to  be  politic,  must  be  in  accordance  with  some  one  of 
those  great  objecto;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible,  to  show  that  it 
would  not  be  in  accordance  with  either  of  them. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  District  itself. 

It  has  already  been  shown  that  any  interference,  unso- 
licited by  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  cannot  *<  establish 
justice,"  or  promote  the  cause  of  justice  within  it,  but  di- 
rectly the  reverse.  No  greater  degree  of  slavery  exists  here 
now,  than  did  exist  when  the  constitution  was  adopted, 
and  then  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  were  citizens  of  the 
States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  had  a  voice  in  the 
adoption  of  that  instrument.  Surely  thei  r  subsequent  trans- 
fer to  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  made  in  conformity  with 
that  constitution,  could  not  deprive  them  of  the  protection 
to  which  they  were  entitled  by  these  great  leading  princi- 
ples of  it  On  the  contrary,  thej  had  every  right  to  expect 
that  Congress  would  **  establish  justice,''  as  to  them,  in 
strict  compliance  with  the  great  charter  under  which  it  acted, 
and  by  which  it  is  forbidden  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
private  property,  without  their  consent,  or  in  any  way  to 
affect,  injuriously,  their  domestic  institutions.  Of  those 
institutions,  slavery  was,  and  is,  the  most  important;  and 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  Congress,  acting  as  the  local  Le- 
gislature of  the  District,  to  abolish  i^  would  be  not  only  im- 
politic, but  an  act  of  gross  injustice  and  oppression. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  States  of  the  Union.  Here,  again, 
your  committee  have  but  to  refer  to  their  former  remarks, 
to  show  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  would 
not  "establish  justice,"  but  work  great  injustice  to  the  sur- 
rounding States  in  particular,  and  to  all  the  slave  States  in 
general,  and  in  a  degree  proportioned  to  their  proximity  to 
the  District,  and  to  the  influence  upon  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  Union,  of  such  action  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress. They  have  also  shown  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
here,  so  far  from  tending  to  "insure  domestic  tranquillity," 
would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  produce  domestic  discord 
and  violence,  and  servile  war,  in  all  the  slaveholding  States. 
As  these  consequences,  then,  would  follow  such  action  in 
reference  to  the  States,  your  committee  need  not  say  that, 
instead  of  providing  for  «« the  common  defence  by  it,"  Con- 
gress would  be  called  upon  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence **  in  consequence  of  it,"  and  to  an  extent  which  can- 
not now  be  foreseen.  Seeing,  then,  that  the  American  con- 
federacy was  formed  for  the  great  objects  of  providing  for 
**  the  common  defence  and  general  welfere,"  it  follows,  ne- 
cessarily, that  Congress  is  not  only  restrained  from  the 
commission  of  any  act  by  which  these  objects  may  be  frus- 
trated, but  that  it  is  bound  to  sustain  and  promote  them. 
The  same  provision  of  the  constitution*  which  requires  it 
to  call  out  the  militia  to  "suppress  insurrections,"  unques- 
tionably imposes  the  corresponding  obligation  upon  it  to 
<sommit  no  act  by  which  an  insurrectionary  spirit  may  be 
excited.  The  same  proviidon  which  enjoins  it  on  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  "  guaranty  to  each  State  a  republican 
form  of  government,  and  to  aid  aiid  protect  each  State 
a^inst  domestic  violence,  "f  evidently  implies  the  correla- 
tive obligation  to  take  no  step,  of  which  the  direct  and  in- 
evitable tendency  would  be  to  overthrow  the  State  Govern- 
ments, and  to  involve  them  in  wide-spread  scenes  of  misery 
and  desolation.     In  one  word,  if  it  be  the  duty  of  Congress, 

*  ConflUtutioD,  article  1,  MCllon  8. 
t  Article  4,  seciion  4. 


as  it  most  clearly  is,  to  support  and  preserve  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  Union,  then  it  is  manifest  that  it  is  bound  to 
avoid  the  adoption  of  any  legislation  which  may  lead  to  their 
destruction.  Your  committee  consider  these  positions  too 
obvious  to  require  argument  or  illustration.  They  consid* 
er  it  equally  manifest,  that  any  attempt  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  would  necessarily  tend  to  the  deplorable 
consequences  to  which  they  have  sdverted.  Congress,  there^ 
fore,  is  bound,  by  every  principle  of  duty  which  forbids  it 
to  interfere  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States,  to  abstain 
from  any  similar  interference  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Your  committee  have  already  adverted  to  the  evils  that 
would  necessarily  result  to  the  surrounding  States,  and  to 
the  slave  States  generally,  from  any  interference  by  Con- 
gress with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  nature  and  magnitude  of  those  evils,  how- 
ever, require  that  they  should  be  exhibited  more  fully  and 
distinctly.  The  question  is,  whether  slavery  ought  to  be 
abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbial  Now,  suppose  the 
affirmative  of  this  proposition  were  sustained  by  Congress, 
what  would  it  be  but  indirect  leg^lation,  or  rather  direct 
interference,  as  regards  the  rights  and  property  of  the  South- 
ern States.  And  can  any  one  imagine  that  such  a  state  of 
things  would  be  patiently  bomel  But  this  is  not  all;  nay, 
it  is  not  half  the  evil  that  would  follow.  Could  slavery  be 
abolished  in  the  District  without  leading  directly  and  in- 
evitably to  insubordination  and  revolt  throughout  the  South? 
And  can  any  one  desire  to  produce  such  results?  Is  thero 
a  man  who  has  forgotten  the  history  of  St.  Domingo,  or 
the  insurgent  attempt  at  Charleston,  or  the  tragical  scenes 
at  Southampton,  or  the  recent  and  lamentable  occurrences 
in  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi?  or  is  there  an 
individual  who  would  wish  them  repeated,  and  extended 
throughout  the  entire  region  of  the  South?  Why,  then, 
will  infatuated  individuals  persibt  in  pressing  a  scheme 
which  is  not  only  impracticable,  as  regards  the  States,  but 
fraught  with  evil  to  the  very  objects  it  is  proposed  to  bene- 
fit? True  philanthropy  would  avoid  this  subject,  seeing 
the  distraction  it  creates,  and  the  dreadful  consequences  it 
involves.  It  would  leave  it  to  those  whom  it  most  concerns, 
and  who  alone  are  competent  to  act  upon  it.  It  would  trust 
to  time,  and  to  the  gradual  operation  of  causes  which  may 
arise  of  themselves,  but  which  can  neither  be  produced  nor 
hastened  by  foreign  interference,  or  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Why,  then,  your  committee  earnestly  repeat, 
why  urge  a  measure  which  is  clearly  impracticable  in  itself, 
which  none  but  the  slaveholding  States  have  a  right  to  act 
on,  and  which  has  increased,  and  will  always  increase,  the 
hardships  and  restraints  of  those  for  whose  imaginary  lien- 
efit  they  arc  waging  this  cruel  and  fanatical  crusade? 

We  have  said  that  the  scheme  of  gen(*ral  emancipation 
is  impracticable.  The  slightest  reflection  must  satisfy 
every  candid  mind  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 

Admitting  that  the  Federal  Government  had  a  right  to 
act  upon  this  matter,  which  it  clearly  has  not,  it  certainly 
never  could  achieve  such  an  operation  without  full  com- 
pensation to  the  owners.  And  what  would  probably  be 
the  amount  required?  The  aggregate  value  of  all  that 
species  of  property  is  not  less,  probably,  than  four  hundred 
millions  of  dollars!  And  how  could  such  an  amount  be 
raised?  Will  the  people  of  this  country  ever  consent  to 
the  imposition  of  oppressive  taxes,  that  the  proceeds  may 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  slaves?  The  idea  is  pre- 
posterous; and  not  only  that,  but  it  is  susceptible  of  dor 
monstralion,  that  even  if  an  annual  appropriation  of  ten 
millions  were  actually  applied  to  the  purchase  and  trans- 
portation of  slaves,  the  whole  number  would  not  be  sensi- 
bly diminished  at  the  expiration  of  half  a  century,  from  the 
natural  growth  and  multiplication  of  the  race.  Burden  the 
Treasury  as  we  might,  it  would  still  be  an  endlera  expense 
and  an  interminable  work.  And  this  view  of  the  subject, 
surely,  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  prove,  that  of  all  the  schemes 


112 


APPENDIX— ro  GoUb  8f  Seaton's  Register. 


^4th  Coxo.  Ut  8s8i.] 


Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 


ever  projected  by  fanaticUim,  the  idea  of  universal  emanci- 
pation is  the  most  visionary  and  impracticable. 

But  even  if  the  scheme  were  practicable,  what  would  be 
gained  by  effecting  iti  Suppose  that  Congress  could 
emancipate  all  the  slaves  in  the  Union,  is  such  a  result 
desirablel  This  question  is  addressed  to  the  sober  sense  of 
the  people  of  America.  Would  it  be  politic  or  advantage- 
ous? Would  it  contribute  to  the  wealth,  or  grandeur,  or 
happiness,  of  our  countryl  On  the  contrary,  would  it  not 
-  produce  consequences  directly  the  reverse?  Are  not  the 
slaves  unfit  for  freedom;  notoriously  ignorant,  servile,  and 
depraved?  and  would  any  rational  man  have  them  instan- 
taneously transformed  into  freemen,  with  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  American  citizens?  Are  they  capable  of  un- 
derstanding correctly  the  nature  of  our  Government,  or  ex- 
ercising judiciously  a  single  political  right  or  privilege? 
Nay,  would  they  even  be  capable  of  earning  Uieir  own 
livelihood,  or  rearing  their  families  independently  by  their 
own  ingenuity  and  industry  ?  What,  then,  would  follow 
from  their  liberation,  but  the  most  deploral)le  state  of  soci- 
ety with  which  any  civilized  country  was  ever  cursed?  How 
would  vice,  and  immorality,  and  licentiousness,  overrun  the 
land?  How  many  jails  and  penitentiaries,  that  now  seldom 
hold  a  prisoner,  would  be  crowded  to  suffocation?  How 
many  fertile  fields,  that  now  yield  regular  and  abundant 
harvests,  would  lie  unoccupied  and  desolate?  How  would 
the  foreign  commerce  of  the  South  decline  and  disappear? 
How  many  thousands  of  seamen,  of  whom  Southern  agri- 
culture is  the  very  life,  would  be  driven  for  support  to 
foreign  countries?  And  how  large  a  portion  of  the  federal 
revenue,  derived  from  foreign  commodities  exchanged  for 
Southern  products,  would  be  lost  forever  to  this  Govern- 
ment? And,  in  addition  to  all  this,  what  would  be  the 
condition  of  Southern  society,  were  all  the  slaves  emanci- 
pated? Would  the  whites  consent  that  the  blacks  should 
be  placed  upon  a  full  footing  of  equality  with  them?  Un- 
questionably not!  Either  the  one  class  or  the  other  would 
be  forced  to  emigrate,  and,  in  either  case,  the  whole  region 
of  the  South  would  be  a  scene  of  poverty  and  ruin.  Or, 
what  is  still  more  probable,  the  blacks  would  every  where 
be  driven  before  the  whites,  as  the  Indians  have  been,  until 
they  were  exterminated  from  the  earth.  And  surely  it  is 
unnecessary  to  remark,  that  decay  and  desolation  could  not 
break  down  the  South,  without  producing  a  corresponding 
depression  upon  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of  the  Northern 
States.  And  here  let  us  ask,  too,  what  would  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  non-slaveholding  States  themselves,  as  regards 
the  blacks?  Are  they  prepared  to  receive  myriads  of  ne- 
groes, and  place  them  upon  an  equality  with  the  free  white 
laborers  and  ra^hanics,  who  constitute  their  pride  and 
strength?  Will  the  new  States  consent  that  their  territory 
shall  be  occupied  by  negroes,  instead  of  the  enterprising, 
intelligent,  and  patriotic  white  population,  which  is  daily 
seeking  their  borders  from  other  portions  of  the  Union? 
Shall  the  yeomanry  of  those  States  be  surrounded  by  thou- 
sands of  such  beings,  and  the  white  laborer  forced  into  com- 
petition and  association  with  them?  Are  they  to  enjoy  the 
same  civil  and  political  privileges  as  the  free  white  citizens 
of  the  North  and  West,  and  to  be  admitted  into  the  social 
circle  as  their  friends  and  companions?  Nothing  less  than 
all  this  will  constitute  perfect  freedom;  and  the  principles 
now  maintained  by  those  who  advocate  emancipation  would, 
if  oirried  out,  necessarily  produce  this  state  of  things! 
Yet^  who  believes  that  it  would  bo  tolerated  for  a  moment? 
Already  have  laws  been  passed  in  several  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  to  exclude  free  blacks  from  a  settlement  with- 
in their  limits;  and  a  prospect  of  general  and  immediate 
abolition  would  compel  them,  in  self-defence,  to  resort  to 
a  system  of  measures  much  more  rigorous  and  effective  than 
any  which  have  yet  been  adopted.  Driven  from  the  South, 
then,  the  blacks  would  find  no  place  of  refuge  in  the  North; 
and,  as  before  remarked,  utter  extermination  would  be  the 


probable  if  not  the  inevitable  fate  of  the  wfaok  racs. 
Where  is  the  citizen,  then,  that  can  desire  aach  resalts! 
Where  the  American  who  can  contemplafte  them  without 
emotion?  Where  the  abolitionist  that  will  not  pause,  in 
view  of  the  direful  consequences  of  his  schenie,  both  to 
the  whites  and  the  blacks,  to  the  North  and  the  Soodi,  and 
to  the  whole  Union  at  large? 

Your  committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  say  that,  in  tboir 
opinion,  the  people  of  the  South  have  been  very  nnjusdy 
censured  in  reference  to  slavery.  It  is  not  their  purpose, 
however,  to  defend  them.  Their  character,  as  men  and 
citizens,  needs  no  vindication  firom  us.  Wherever  it  is 
known  it  speaks  for  itself,  nor  would  any  wantonly  traduce 
it,  but  those  assassins  of  reputation  who  are  also  willing 
to  be  the  destroyers  of  life.  Exaggerated  pictures  have 
been  drawn  of  the  hardships  of  the  slave,  and  eveij  effort 
made  to  malign  the  South,  and  to  enlist  against  it  \>oih  the 
religious  and  political  feeling  of  the  North.  Your  commit- 
tee cannot  too  strongly  express  their  unanimous  and  un- 
qualified disapprobation  of  all  such  movements.  The  coo- 
stitution  under  which  we  live  was  framed  by  our  common 
ancestors,  to  preserve  the  liberty  and  independence  adiicT- 
ed  by  their  united  efforts  in  the  council  and  the  field.  In 
all  our  contests  with  foreign  enemies,  the  South  has  exhib- 
ited an  unwavering  attachment  to  the  common  caosf. 
Where  is  the  spot  of  which  Americana  are  prouder 
than  the  plains  of  Yorktown?  Or  when  was  Britain  more 
humbled,  or  America  more  honored,  than  by  the  victory  of 
New  Orleans?  All  our  history,  from  the  Revolution  down, 
attests  the  high,  and  uniform,  and  devoted,  patriotism  of 
the  South.  Her  domestic  institutions  are  her  own.  They 
were  brought  into  the  Union  with  her,  and  secured  by  the 
coibpact  which  makes  us  one  people;  and  he  who  would 
sow  dissensions  among  members  of  the  same  great  political 
family,  by  assailing  the  institutions  and  impugning  the 
character  of  the  citizens  of  the  South,  should  be  reg^ffdcd 
as  an  enemy  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  our  common 
country. 

If  ther^  is  a  feature  by  which  the  present  age  may  L« 
said  to  be  characterized,  it  is  that  sickly  seatimentality 
which,  disregarditig  the  pressing  claims  and  wants  of  its 
own  immediate  neighborhood,  or  town,  or  State,  wastes  and 
dissipates  itself  in  visionary,  and  often  very  niischievoiB:, 
enterprises,  for  the  imaginary  benefit  of  remote  conunnni- 
ties.     True  philanthropy,  rightly  understood  and  properlj 
applied,  is  one  of  the  purest  and  most  ennobling  principles 
of  our  nature;  but,  misdirected  or  perverted,  it  degenerates 
into  that  fell  spirit  of  &naticism  which  disregards  all  ties, 
and  tramples  on  all  obstacles,  however  sacred  or  veaerabSe, 
in  the  relentless  prosecution  of  its  horrid  purposes.     Ex- 
perience proves,  however,  that,  when  individuals  in   one 
place,  mistaking  the  true  character  of  benevolence,  rsohly 
undertake,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  conflict  and  convul- 
sion, to  remedy  what  they  are  pleased  to  consider  evils  and 
distresses  in  another,  it  is  naturally  regarded  by  those  who 
are  thus  injured  either  as  a  species  of   madness  w^hich 
may  be  repelled  or  resisted,  as  any  other  madness  may,  or 
as  manifesting  a  feeling  of  hostility  on  the  one  side,  which 
must  necessarily  produce  corresponding  alienation   on  the 
other.     It  is  all  important,  therefore,  that  the  spirit  of  abo- 
lition, or,  in  other  words,  of  illegal  and  officious  interference 
with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South,  should   be  ar- 
rested and  put  down;  and  men  of  intelligence  and  influenca 
at  the  North  should  endeavor  to  produce  that  sound  and 
rational  state'  of  public  opinion  winch  is  equally  due  to  the 
South  and  to  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

And  this  brings  your  committee  to  the  last  poaition  they 
have  been  instructed  to  sustain;  and  that  is,  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere,  in 
any  way,  with  slavery  in  the  Distria  of  Columbia — 

3dly.   Because  it  would  be  dangerous  to  the  Union. 

The  first  great  object,  enumeratl^  constitution,  as 
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an  indaoement  to  it*  adoption,  was  to  '*  fonn  a  more  per- 
ieet  union."  At  that  time,  all  the  States  held  slaves,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent;  and  slavery  in  the  States  was  fully 
recopiised  and  provided  for,  in  many  particulars,  in  that 
instrument  itself.  It  was  recogpnised,  however,  and  all  the 
provisions  upon  the  subject  so  regarded  it,  as  a  State,  and 
not  a  national,  institution.  At  that  time,  too,  as  has  been 
before  remaiked,  the  District  of  Columbia  constituted  an 
integral  part  of  two  of  the  independent  States  which  be- 
came parties  to  the  confederacy  and  to  the  constitution  it- 
self. Since  that  time  an  entire  emancipation  of  slaves  has 
taken  place  in  several  of  the  old  States;  but  in  all  cases  Uiis 
has  been  the  work  of  the  States  themselves^  without  any 
interference  whatever  by  the  Federal  GovernmenL  New 
States  have  also  been  admitted  into  the  Union,  with  an  in- 
terdiction in  their  constitutions  against  involuntary  servi- 
tude. In  this  way,  the  slave  States  have  become  a  minor- 
ity in  representation  in  the  Federal  Legislature.  Their  in- 
terests, however,  as  States,  in  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery,  as  it  exists  within  their  limits,  have  not  diminished, 
nor  has  their  right  to  perfect  security  under  the  constitution, 
in  reference  to  this  description  of  property,  been  in  any 
way,  or  to  any  degree,  surrendered  or  impaired,  since  the 
adoption  of  that  instrument  by  themselves  and  their  sister 
States. 

The  operation  of  causes,  to  a  great  extent  natural,  and 
proceeding  from  climate,  soil,  and  consequent  production, 
has  rendered  rlaveiy  a  local  and  sectional  institution,  and 
has  thus  added  another  to  the  most  alarming  apprehensions 
of  patriots  for  the  perpetuity  of  this  Union— the  apprehen- 
eion  of  local  and  geographical  interests  and  distinctions. 
^  How  immensely  important  is  it,  then,  that  Congress  should 
do  no  act,  and  assume  no  jurisdiction,  in  reference  to  this 
great  interest,  by  which  it  shall  ever  appear  to  place  itself 
in  ihe  attitude  of  a  local,  instead  of  a  national,  tribunal — a 
partial  agent,  providing  for  peculiar  and  sectional  objects 
and  feelings,  instead  of  a  general  and  paternal  Legislature, 
equally  and  impartially  promoting  the  general  welfare  of  all 
the  States.  No  one  can  fail  to  see  that  any  other  course 
on  the  part  of  Congress  must  weaken  the  confidence  of 
Uie  injured  States  in  the  federal  authority,  and,  to  the  same 
extent,  prove  ''dangerous  to  the  Union." 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  as  a 
seat  of  the  Federal  Government;  but  not  only  many  emi- 
nent statesmen  of  the  country,  but  all  of  the  slaveholding 
States,  i^teaking  through  their  legislative  assemblies,  firmly 
believe  and  insist  that  the  cession  so  made  has  conferred 
upon  Congress  no  constitutional  power  to  abolish  slavery 
within  the  ceded  territory.  Your  committee  have  abstained 
from  an  examination  of  this  question^  because  they  were 
not  instructed  to  discuss  it.  But  they  have  no  hesitation 
to  say  that,  in  the  view  they  have  taken  of  the  whole 
question,  the  obligations  of  Congress  not  to  act  on  this  sub- 
ject are  as  fully  binding  and  insuperable  as  a  positive  con- 
stitutional interdict,  or  an  open  acknowledgment  of  want 
of  power. 

Considering  the  subject  in  this  light,  your  committee 
have  already  proved  that  any  interference  by  Congress 
witfft  the  subject  of  slavery  would  be  evidently  calculated 
to  injure  the  interests  and  disturb  the  peace  of  the  slave- 
holding  States;  and  if  they  have  succeeded  in  establishing 
this  position,  no  argument  is  necessary  to  show  that  such 
conBeq[uenoeB^  springing  from  the  action  of  Congress  as  the 
local  Xf^^lature  of  the  District,  would  eminently  endanger 
the  existence  of  this  Union.  It  has  also  been  shown  that 
CongieoJ,  as  the  Legislature  of  the  Union,  can  have  no 
constitutional  power  over  this  subject;  and  that  its  powers, 
as  a  local  Legislature  of  the  District,  were  granted  for  the 
mere  purpose  a(  rendering  its  general  powers  perfect  and 
fiee  from  conflict  and  collision  with  State  authorities.  It 
IMS  also  been  diown  that  these  local  powers  should  be  so 
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exercised  as  to  confer  the  greatest  benefits  upon  the  citi- 
zens residing  within  the  District,  with  the  least  possible  in- 
jury to  the  peculiar  interests  of  any  State,  or  the  general 
interests  of  all  the  States.  Your  committee  have  also 
shown,  as  they  think  successfully,  that  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  be  a  deep  injury 
to  the  citizens  of  the  District,  and,  therefoie,  a  violation  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  Congress  as  the  local  Legislature  of  the 
District;  and,  also,  that  it  would  inflict  an  incurable  in- 
jury upon  all  the  slaveholding  States,  and  would,  therefore, 
be  an  equal  violation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  that  body  as 
the  Legislature  of  the  Union.  If,  then,  they  have  estab- 
lished these  positions,  as  they  think  they  have,  can  any 
one  doubt  that  the  action  contemplated  would  be  **  danger- 
ous to  the  Union  1"  being  directly  calculated,  as  it  would 
be,  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  District  in  Congress,  as 
a  safe  and  faithful  local  Legislature,  and  the  confidence  of 
the  slaveholding  States  as  an  impartial  guardian  of  their 
interests. 

Important  as  the  Union  is  to  each  State,  and  to  the 
whole  American  people,  every  one  will  admit  that,  as  far 
as  possible,  strict  impartiality  and  kind  feelings  to  all  the 
interests  and  all  the  sections  of  the  country  shouM  charao- 
terize  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government  Hie  Unioo 
was  formed  for  the  common  and  equal  benefit  of  all  the 
States,  and  for  the  perfect  and  equal  protection  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  States.  Its  only 
strength  is  in  the  confidence  of  the  States,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  these  great  benefits  will  continue  to  be  secured  to 
them,  and  that  these  great  purposes  will  be  accompliriied 
by  its  preservation.  Any  action,  therefore,  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  which  shall  weaken  or  destroy  Uiat  confidence 
in  any  portion  of  our  citizens,  or  in  any  State  of  the  Union, 
must  inevitably,  to  that  extent,  endanger  the  Union  itself! 
Who  can  doubt  this  reasoning !  Who  does  not  know  that 
the  agitation  of  any  question  connected  with  domestic 
slavery,  as  it  exists  in  this  coimtry,  among  any  portion  of 
our  citizens,  creates  apprehension  and  excitement  in  the 
slaveholding  States?  Who  does  not  know  that  the  agita- 
tion of  any  such  question  in  either  branch  of  Congress 
shakes  their  confidence  in  the  security  of  their  most  im- 
portant interests,  and,  consequently,  in  the  continuance  to 
them  of  those  great  benefits,  to  secure  which  they  became 
parties  to  the  Union  ?  Who,  then,  does  not  believe  that 
any  action  by  Congress,  having  for  its  object  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  any  portion  of  the  Union,  however  narrow  or 
limited  it  may  be,  would  necessarily  impair  the  confidence 
of  the  slaveholding  States  in  their  security  in  relation  to 
this  description  of  property,  put  an  end  to  all  their  hope  of 
benefits  to  be  derived  to  them  from  the  further  continuance 
of  the  Union,  and  alienate  their  afieetions  firom  it?  Were 
Congress,  in  a  single  instance,  to  sufler  itself  to  be  im- 
pell^,  by  mere  feeling  in  one  portion  of  the  Union,  to  at- 
tempt a  gratification  of  that  feeling  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
dearest  interests  and  most  sacred  rights  of  another  portion, 
who  can  doubt  that  the  Union  would  be  seriously  en- 
dangered, if  not  destroyed?  But  this  conclusion  does  not 
depend  upon  reasoning  alone.  The  evidepces  of  public 
sentiment  on  this  point  are  equally  abundant  and  decinve. 
Your  committee  having  already  extended  their  report  be* 
yond  tlie  limits  to  which  they  could  have  wished  to  con- 
fine it,  will  enter  into  no  details  upon  this  portion  of  their 
duty.  Suflice  it  to  say  that  the  Legislatures  of  several,  if 
not  all,  the  slaveholtUng  States,  have  solemnly  rrsolved 
that  '<  Congress  has  no  constitutional  authority  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia."  It  would  be  utteriy 
impossible,  Uierefore,  that  any  such  attempt  should  be 
made  l|y  Congress,  wi&out  producing  an  excitement,  and 
involving  consequences,  which  no  patriot  can  contemplate 
without  the  most  painful  emotions.  It  would  be  reg«ded 
by  the  slaveholding  States  as  an  entering  wedge  to  a  scheme 
of  general  emancipation,  and,  therefore,  tend  to  jxrpdaee 
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the  nine  refolts,  in  relation  to  the  Fodenl  Government 
and  the  Union,  Uiat  would  be  produced  by  the  adoption  of 
any  measure  directly  affecting  the  domestic  institutions  of 
the  Sutes  themselres.  Vour  committee  will  not  dwell 
upon  the  picture  that  is  thus  presented  to  their  minds. 
The  reflection  it  excites  u  one  of  mingled  bitterness  and 
horror.  It  is  one,  they  trust,  which  is  never  to  be  realised. 
.Looking  upon  their  beloved  country,  as  it  now  stands^  the 
envy  and  admiration  of  the  world ;  contemplating,  as  they 
do,  that  unrivalled  constitution,  hy  which  a  beauteous 
£&mily  of  confederated  States,  each  independent  in  its  own 
separate  sphere,  revolve  around  a  federal  head  with  all  the 
harmony  and  regularity  of  the  planetary  system;  and 
knowing,  as  they  do,  that,  under  the  beneficent  influence  of 
our  free  institutions,  the  people  of  this  country  enjoy  a  de- 
gree of  liberty,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  not  only  unpos- 
sessed, but  scarcely  imagined,  by  any  other  upon  earth; 
they  cannot  and  will  not  advert  to  the  horrors  or  depict 
the  consequences  of  that  most  awful  day,  when  the  sun  of 
American  freedom  shall  go  down  in  Uood,  and  nothing 
remain  of  this  glorious  republic  but  the  bleeding,  scattered, 
and  dishonored,  fragments.  It  would,  indeed,  be  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  world's  last  hope,  and  the  jubilee  of  tyranny 
over  all  the  earth ! 

But  your  committee  feel  that,  with  these  painful  im- 
pressions on  their  minds,  they  would  but  imperiectly  dis- 
charge their  duty  if  they  did  not  make  an  earnest  af^ieal  to 
the  patriotism  of  the  American  people  to  sustain  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  House.  And  diey  would  also  appeal 
to  the  good  sense  and  good  feelings  of  that  portion  of  the 
abolitionists  who,  acting  under  a  mistaken  sense  of  moral 


and  religious  duty,  have  embarked  in  this  cmsade  against 
the  South,  solemnly  invoking  them,  in  the  name  of  our 
common  country,  to  abstain  from  a  system  of  agitation 
which  has  not  only  fidled,  and  will  always  &0,  to  attain 
its  objects,  but  has  even  brought  the  Union  itself  into  a 
state  of  imminent  and  fearful  peril.  It  is  confideotiy  be- 
lieved that  this  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vain,  and  that 
hereafter  all  who  truly  love  their  country  will  manifest  thdr 
patriotism  by  avoiding  this  unhappy  cause  of  discord  and 
disunion;  and  that  they  will  nukke  no  fiirdier  exeitioDs 
upon  a  subject,  from  die  continued  agitation  of  whidi 
nothing  but  augmented  evib  can  result. 

Your  committee  conclude  by  reporting  the  following 
resolutions,  conformably  to  the  instructions  g^ven  them  bf 
the  House: 

Resohed,  That  Congress  possesses  no  conrtitntional 
authority  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  with  the  institutioa  of 
slavery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this  confederacy. 

ReBohed,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere,  in  any 
way,  with  slavery  in  the  Disfariet  of  Columbia. 

Aw  WHSKXA.8  it  is  extremely  important  and  denable 
that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  should  be  finally  arrested, 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tranquilli^  to  the  public  mind, 
your  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  additional  resolution,  vis: 

Retohfcd,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resalutunis, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any  ex- 
tent whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  shall,  without  either  being  printed  or  referred,  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  further  actiQn  whatever 
shall  be  had  thereon. 
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[No.    1  ] — AN    ACT  making  an   appropriation  for  repressing 
hoatilitiea  commenced  by  the  Seminole  Indiana. 

Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^ 
That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  be, 
and  the  same  heieby  is,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  suppression  of  hostilities  with  the  Seminole  Indians 
in  Florida,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  fifth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ihirty-two,  making  appropriations  for  ttie 
support  of  the  Army. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 
Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives. 
M.  VAN  BUUEN, 
Vice  President  of  the  U.  States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  January  14,  1836. 

ANDRFAV  JACKSON. 

[No-  2.] — AN  ACT  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  re- 
pressing hostilities  commenced  by  the  Seminole  Indians. 

Be  it  enactedj  <^c.  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  out  of  sny  mo- 
ney in  the  Treosuiy  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  addition  to  a 
former  appropriation,  to  defray  the  expenses  attending  the  sup- 
pression of  hostilities  with  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida:  to 
be  expended  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  *the  act  approved 
January  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  ond  thirty-six,  entitled 
"  An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  repressing  hostilities  com- 
menced by  the  Seminole  Indians.*' 

Approved,  January  29,  1836. 

[No.  1.}— -RESOLUTION  authorizing  (he  President  to  furnish 
rations  to  certain  inhabitants  of  Florida. 

Be  it  resolved^  (f<c.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  authorized  t<i  cause  rations  to  be  delivered  from  the  public 
stores  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers  who  are  unable  to  provide  for 
themselves,  and  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  by  In- 
dian depredations  in  Florida,  until  they  can  [be]  re  established 
in  their  possessions,  or  so  long  as  the  President  may  consider  it 
necessary. 

Approved,  February  1,  1836. 

[No.  3.] — AN  ACT  making  appropriation!*,  in  part,  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted^  (f*c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated 
money  in  the  Treasury,  vix. 

For  pay  and  mileage  to  members  of  Congress  and  Delegates, 
five  hundred  ond  fifty-six  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  thirty- three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  incidental  and  con- 
tingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  fifty-three  thousand  seven  hun- 
drrd  dollars. 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  incidental  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

The  said  two  sums  last  mentioned  to  he  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tho  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  severally,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 
Approved,  February  11,  1836. 
Vol.  xn— a 


[No.  4.}— AN  ACT  authoriaiiig  a  tpeciol  term  of  the  Court  o 

Appeals  for  tho  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purpose?. 

Be  it  enacted^  <^c.  That  a  special  term  of  the  court  of  ap. 
peals  for  the  Territory  of  Florida  shall  be  holden  at  Tallahassee, 
the  seat  of  Government  of  said  Territory,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May  next,  and  all  appeals,  writs  of  error,  motions,  and  suits,  de- 
pending or  returnable  to  the  last  January  term,  shall  be  heard 
ond  decided  at  the  special  term  herein  appointed,  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  might  have  been  under  the  existing  laws  if  die 
January  term  had  been  holden  according  to  law. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enactedy  That  when,  by  the  death, 
sickness,  or  inability  to  attend,  of  any  of  the  judges,  or  for  any 
other  cauiC',  the  regular  terms  of  said  court  shall  not  be  holden, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  judges  thereof  to  appoint  a 
special  term. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin, in  tho  Territory  of  Florida,  shall  bo  added  to,  and  form 
a  part  of,  the  middle  judicial  district  of  aaid  Territory,  aud 
it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  judge  of  said  middle  district  to  hold 
two  regular  teiins  of  the  superior  court,  at  the  town  of  Appalachi- 
colo,  commencing  on  the  second  Mondays  of  April  aud  Novem- 
ber, and  special  terms  at  such  other  periods  as  may  be  requir- 
ed by  business,  and  not  interfere  with  the  business  of  said  court 
in  other  counties. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  only  be  one 
term  of  the  superior  court  holden  for  the  counties  of  Madison 
and  Hamilton,  in  each  year. 

Approved,  February  25,  1836. 

[No.  5. J — AN  ACT  for  Ihe  relief  of  the  sufTcrers  by  the  fiie  in 
the  city  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f^.  That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New 
York  be,  and  ho  is  hereby,  authorised,  as  he  may  deem  best 
calculated  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  cause 
to  be  extended  [with  the  assent  of  the  sureties  thereon]  to  all 
persons  whp  have  suffered  loss  of  property  by  the  conflagration 
at  that  place,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  December  last,  by  the 
burning  of  their  buildings  or  merchandise,  tho  time  of  payment 
of  all  bonds  heretofore  given  by  them  for  duties,  to  periods  not 
exceeding  three,  four,  and  five  years,  in  eqiul  instalments  from 
and  after  the  day  of  payment  specified  in  the  bonds  ;  or  to  al- 
low the  said  bonds  to  be  cancelled,  upon  giving  to  the  said  col- 
lector new  bonds,  with  one  or  more  suietiee,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  said  collector,  for  the  sums  of  the  former  bonds,  respec- 
tively, payable  in  equal  instalments,  in  three,  four,  and  fivo 
years  from  and  after  the  day  of  payment  specified  in  the  bonds 
to  be  taken  up  or  cancelled  as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  collector 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  give  up  or  cancel  all  such 
bonds,  upon  the  receipt  of  others  described  in  this  section  ; 
which  last  mentioned  bonds  shall  be  proceeded  with,  in  all  re- 
spects, like  other  bonds  which  are  taken  by  collectors  for  duties 
to  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity : 
Provided,  That  those  who  are  within  the  provision  of  this  sec- 
tion, but  who  may  have  paid  their  bonds  subsequent  to  the  lata 
fire,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  section,  aud  that 
the  said  bonds  shall  be  renewed  from  the  day  when  the  same 
were  paid,  and  said  payments  refunded,  if  not  previously  put 
into  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States : 
And  provided^  also,  That  the  benefits  of  this  section  shall  not 
be  extended  to  any  person  whose  loss  shall  not  be  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  rollector  to  have  exceeded  the  sum  of  one 
thonsaiid  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  York  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  extend 
the  payments,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of 
this  act,  of  all  other  bonds  given  for  duties  at  the  port  of  New 
York,  prior  to  the  late  fire,  And  not  provided  for  in  the  first  sec- 
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tton  as  aforesaid,  for  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months  from  and  af- 
ter the  date  of  payment  Fpecified  in  the  bonds ;  whirh  bonds, 
uhen  executed  agreeably  to  the  prorisions  of  this  section,  vhall 
be  payable  with  interefct,  at  the  rate  of  live  per  centnm  per  an- 
num, which  interest  shall  be  computed  fiom  the  times  the  re- 
spective bonds  would  have  fallen  due,  if  (his  act  had  not  passed  : 
Provided^  hovccer,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall 
extend  to  bonds  which  had  fallen  due  before  the  17(h  day  of  De- 
cember last :  Proridedf  alsOt  That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  col- 
lector aforesaid,  any  of  the  bonds  ^hich  may  be  given  under 
this  act,  or  the  payment  of  which  may  be  postponed,  shall,  at 
any  time,  be  insecure,  it  thall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector 
to  require  such  additional  security  as  shall  be  satirfactory  to  him, 
and  on  the  failure  of  iuch  additional  security  being  furnished, 
the  payment  of  such  bond  chall  be  enforced  fortliwith. 
Approved,  March  19,  1636. 

[No.  6.]— AN  ACT  authorising  the  Secretary  of  War  to  trans- 
fer a  part  of  the  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities  in  Florida  to  the  credit  of  subsistence. 
Be  it  enactedy  <f»c.  That  th«  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  transfer  so  much  of  the  appropriation  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida  to  the  credit  of  subsistence 
as  may  have  been  taken  from  the  latter  fund  frir  the  former  pur- 
pose. 

Approved,  March  19,  1836. 

[No.  7.] — AN  ACTIO  provide  for  the  payment  of  voliuiteers  and 
railnia  corps  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Bt  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  tlie  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  artificer?,  and  privates  of  volunteer  and  militia 
corps,  who  have  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  any 
time  since  the  first  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  or  may  hereafler  be  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive 
the  same  monthly  pay,  rations,  clothing,  or  money  in  ttea  there- 
of, and  forage,  and  be  furnished  with  the  same  camp  equipage, 
including  knappacke,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the 
officers,  mnsicinns,  artificers,  and  privates  of  the  infantry  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

See.  2.  And  he  it  further  cnactedj  That  the  officers  of  all 
mounted  com{>anic8  who  have  been  in,  or  may  hereafler  be  iD| 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  each,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
forage,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  for  two  horses  when  they  ac- 
tually keep  private  servants,  and  for  one  horse  when  without 
private  servants,  and  that  forty  cents  per  day  be  allowed  for  the 
use  and  risk  of  each  horse,  except  horses  killed  in  battle  or  dy- 
ing of  wounds  received  in  battle.  That  each  non-commissioned 
officer,  musician,  artificer,  and  private  of  all  monnted  companies 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  forage  in  kind  for  one  horse,  with 
forty  centH  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  thereof,  except  horses 
killed  in  battle,  or  dying  of  wounds  received  in  battle,  and 
Iwenty-five  cents  per  day  in  lien  of  forage  and  subsistence, 
when  the  same  shall  be  furnished  by  himself,  or  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  day  for  either,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  artificers,  and  piivates  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  day  s  pay,  subsistence,  and  other  allowances, 
for  every  twenty  miles'  travel  from  then:  places  of  residence  to 
the  place  of  general  rendezvous,  and  from  the  place  of  discharge 
back  to  their  residence. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  volunteers  or 
militia,  who  have  been  or  who  may  be  received  into  the  service 
of  the  United  Slates,  tu  suppress  Indian  depredations  in  Florida, 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  which  are  conferred  on 
persons  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  any  officer, 
non-commissioned  officer,  artificer,  or  private,  of  said  militia  or 
volunteer  corps,  who  shall  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States^ 
or  retuniing  to  bis  place  of  residence,  afler  being  mustered  out 
of  service,  or  at  any  time  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  in 
service,  and  shall  leave  a  widow,or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  child- 
ren under  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow, 
such  child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the 
monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled,  at  the  timo  of 
his  death,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years ;  and  in  case  of 
the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow  before  the  expiration 
of  five  years,  the  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  shall  go 
to  the  child  or  children  of  said  decedent:  Provided^  always^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  adopt  such  forms  of  evidence, 
in  applications  under  this  act,  as  tlie  President  of  the  United 
States  may  prescribe. 


Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  voluoieers  ^nd 
inilitia  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act,  called 
into  service  before  its  passage,  ond  who  are  directed  to  be  paid, 
shall  embrace  those  only  ordered  into  service  by  the  comoiand- 
ing  General  or  Governors  of  Sutes,  and  of  the  Terrilory  of  Flo- 
rida, under  authority  from  the  War  Depaitment,  for  reprising 
the  hostilities  of  the  Florida  Indians. 

Approved,  March  19,  1836. 

[No.  2.1— RESOLUTION  to  establish  certain  post  roads  hi  Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas. 

Resolved,  <f*c.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  i* 
hereby,  authorized  to  establish  the  following  post  roods :  Prom 
Port  Towson,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  Fort  Gibson,  and 
from  Fort  Gibson,  by  Fayette,  in  Arkansas  Territory,  Barry 
Court-hoDse,  Van  Bur  en  Court -hocue,  Jackson  Conrt-bousr, 
Port  LeaTenworth,  Liberty,  in  Clay  conaty,  Plottsbvg,  in  Ciia- 
ton  county.  Port  Des  Moines,  to  the  t»wn  of  Dabaqn^,  oo  th" 
Mississippi  river.  And  the  sasse  shall  be  continued  laaiil  otbei  - 
wise  provided  for  by  law. 

Approved,  March  19,  1836. 

[No.  8.] — AN  ACT  making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  s»op- 
pression  of  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted^  4^.  That  the  man  of  ^e  hoodred  tbvo^nd 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  oat  of  say 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  additi'>o 
to  former  appropriations^  for  suppressing  Indian  kostilitaes  m 
Florida. 

Apfftoved,  April  1,  1836. 

[No.  9.]— AN  ACT  amendatory  of  "the  act  for  the  relief  of  li^ 

sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  paaced  Marrli  19, 

1836. 

Be  it  enacted,  t^c.  That  the  operation  (^  the  act  entitled  **Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  sajferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  last  past,  shall  be,  and  here- 
by is,  limited  and  confined  exrlnsively  to  such  bond*  of  Uke  df- 
scription  set  forth  in  said  act,  as  were  made  and  entered  into  at 
the  custom-house  in  the  city  of  New  York  prior  to  thestxieratb 
day  of  December  last  past. 

Approved  April  5,  1836. 

[No.  10.] — AN  ACT  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  second 
proviso,  third  section  of  "  An  act  making  appropriatioBs  ka  tbt 
civil  and  diplomatic   expenses  of  GovenrmeBt  lor  4h«  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  thirty-five." 
Be  it  enacted,  <f*c.  That  so  mneh  of  the  third  sectioo  nf  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  di- 
plomatic expenses  of  Goverament  for  the  year  1836,"  as  pr^ 
vides  "that  ttw  whole  miBlymr of eostom -house  officers  in  th*- 
United  States,  on  the  1st  of  Jaimary,  1834,  shall  not  be  iBcreA5 
ed  until  otherwise  allowed  by  Congress,"  be,  and  the  ssiae  i> 
hcreby,  sospeaded  to  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  CvBgTcs>. 
Appreved,  April  9  1836. 

[No.  11.]— AN  ACT  to  repeal  so  ronch  of  the  act  enticled  **  An 
act  transferriag  the  duties  of  Commissioner  of  Loans  to  tht 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  abolishing  the  office  of  C<'B- 
missioner  of  Loans,"  as  reqpsires  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutc  - 
to  perform  the  duties  of  Commissioner  af  Loaas  for  the  seT«  • 
ral  Stales. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  first,  seccmd,  aad  diird  sections 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  transferring  the  duties  of  C^xmmia- 
sioncr  of  Loans  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  aad  abolisdiLD^ 
theoftce  of  Commissioner  of  Loans,"  passed  March  third,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and  the  same  are  hareby,  re^ 
Sealed;  and  th**  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  several 
ranches,  and  such  State  banks  employed  imder  the  provisiocf 
of  said  act  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  have  herelofbri" 
done  and  performed,  or  arc  now  doing  and  performing,  the  da- 
tics  of  Commissioner  of  Loans,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereb\, 
required  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  imnaedi- 
ately  afler  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  tlio  books,  papers,  99A  rr- 
cords  in  their  possession  relating  to  their  duties  as  Commissieu- 
ers  of  Loans. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Bank  of  the  rnir«l 
States  and  its  several  branches,  and  the  State  banks  emnloveu 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  performing  the  duties  01  Cnr.- 
missioners  of  Loans,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  reqnired  t<^ 
pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Unhed  States,  within  three  mouib. 
afler  the  passing  of  tliis  act,  all  the  money  in  their  posacesicn  for 
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the  redemption  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
interest  thereon  remaining  in  their  hands,  which  has  not  been 
applied  for  by  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the 
same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  over  to  the  person  or 
persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  the  amount  so  received 
into  the  Treasury  by  virtue  of  the  second  section  of  this  act,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  nothing  contained 
in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a 
Coinmissiooer  or  Commissioners  of  Loans  iu  any  State,  District, 
ur  Territory  of  the  United  States, 

Approved,  April  11,  1836. 

[No.  12.]— AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
the  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  Slates, 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  six. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pensioners  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six. 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners  under  the  several  acts, 
other  than  those  of  the  fiAeenth  of  May,  one  tliousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  the  seventh  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  the  fifth  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  three*  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  dollars. 

For  the  invalid  pensioners  under  various  laws,  in  addition  to 
an  unexpended  balance  of  two  hundred  and  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents,  one 
hnndred'and  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  payable  through  the 
office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars  and 
twenty-two  cents,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfurtiur  enaded^  That  hereafter  no  bank 
notes  of  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  and  that  from  and 
afler  the  third  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  no  bank  notes  of  less  denomination  than 
twenty  doUars,shaU  be  offered  in  payment  in  any  ease  whatsoever 
in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  theUnited States  or  the  Post  Office 
Department,  nor  shall  any  bank  note  of  any  denomination  bo  so 
offered,  unless  the  same  sliall  be  payable,  and  paid  on  demand, 
in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where  issued,  and  which 
shall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  place  where  offered,  and 
convertible  into  gold  or  silver  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the 
holder,  and  without  delay  or  loss  to  him  :  Propidedy  Thatno- 
riiing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  make  any  thmg 
but  gold  or  silrer  a  legal  tender  by  any  individual,  or  by  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

(  No.  13.] — AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaties  concluded 
by  the  Chirkasaw  tribe  of  Indians  on  the  twentieth  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thir^-two^  and  the  tweniy-fouxth  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Se  it  enacted^  4^.  That  all  moneys  received  from  the  sale  of 
lands  under  stipulations  of  the  treaties  with  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians of  the  twentieth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  the  twenty  •fourth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  manner  that  moneys  received  from  the  sales  of  public 
lands  are  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  payments  re- 
quired to  be  made,  and  all  moneys  required  to  be  vested  by  the 
paid  treaty,  are  hereby  appropriated  in  conformity  to  it,  and  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  as  other  public  moneys  are  drawn 
therefrom,  undersuch  instructions  as  may  from  time  in  time  be 
given  by  the  President. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  investments  of 
stock  required  by  the  raid  treaty  shall  be  made  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President ;  and  the  special  account  of  the  funds 
under  the  said  treaty  shall  be  kept  at  the  Treasury,  and  a  stste- 
inent  thereof  shall  be  annually  laid  before  Congress,  and  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  heretofore  ap- 
propriated, agreeably  to  the  said  treaty,  and  tu  aid  in  its  fulfil- 


ment, shall  be   refunded  to  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  funds  suffi- 
cient therefor  are  received  from  the  sale  of  the  said  lands. 
Approved,  April  20,  1836. 

[No.  14.]— AN  ACT  establishing  the  Territorial  Government  of 
Wisconsin. 

Be  it  enacted,  d^Hi^  That  from  and  after  tlie  third  day  of  July 
next,  the  country  included  within  the  following  boundaries  shall 
constitute  a  separate  Territory  for  the  purposes  of  temporary 
government,  by  the  name  of  Wisconsin,  that  is  to  say  :  Bounded 
on  the  east  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  through  the  middle  of  Lake  Michigan,  to  a  ))oint  in 
the  middle  of  said  lake,  and  opposite  the  main  channel  of  Green 
Bay,  and  through  said  channel  and  Green  Boy  to  the  mouth  of 
tlie  Menominee  river;  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  said  river,  to  that  head  of  said  river  nearest  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Desert;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  middle  of  said 
lake ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  thn 
Montreal  river,  to  its  mouth;  thence  with  a  direct  line  across 
Lake  Superior,  to  where  the  territorial  line  of  the  United  States 
last  touches  said  lake  northwest ;  thence  on  the  noith,  with  the 
said  territorial  line,  to  the  White-earth  river;  on  the  west,  by 
a  line  from  the  said  boundary  lind,  following  down  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  White-earth  river,  to  the  Missouri  river, 
and  down  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Missouri  river 
to  a  point  due  west  from  the  northwest  comer  of  the  State  of 
Missouri ;  and  on  tho  south  from  said  point,  due  east  to  the  north- 
west comer  of  the  Slate  of  Missouri ;  and  thence  with  the 
boundaries  of  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Illinois,  as  already  fixed 
by  acts  of  Congress.  And  after  the  said  third  day  of  July  next, 
all  power  and  authority  of  the  Government  of  Michigan,  in  and 
over  the  Territory  hereby  constituted,  shall  cease  :  Provided, 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair 
the  rights  of  persons  or  property  now  appertaining  to  any  Indi- 
ans within  the  said  Territory,  so  long  as  such  rights  shall  re- 
main unextinguished  by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
such  Indians,  or  to  impair  the  obligations  of  any  treaty  now  ex- 
isting between  the  United  States  and  such  Indians,  or  to  impair 
or  any  wise  to  affect  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  maico  any  regulations  respecting  such  Indians,  their 
lands,  property,  or  other  rights,  by  treaty,  or  law,  or  otherwise, 
which  it  would  have  been  competent  to  the  Government  to  make 
if  this  act  hail  never  been  passed :  Provided,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  inhibit  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  from  dividing  the  Territory  hereby  established 
into  one  or  more  other  Territories,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such 
times,  as  Congress  shall,  in  its  discretion,  deem  convenient  and 
proper,  or  from  attaching  any  portion  of  said  Territory  to  any 
other  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Executive  pow- 
er and  authority  in  and  over  the  said  Territory  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Governor,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  three  years,  unlesa 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
Grovemor  shall  reside  within  the  said  Territory ;  shall  be  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  militia  thereof;  shall  perform  the  duties 
and  receive  the  emoluments  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  shall  approve  of  all  laws  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
before  they  shall  take  effect ;  he  may  grant  pardons  for  offences 
against  the  laws  of  the  said  Territory,  and  reprieves  for  offences 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  until  tho  decision  of  the 
President  can  be  made  known  thereon ;  he  shall  commissisn  all 
officers  who  shall  be  appointed  to  office  under  the  laws  of  the 
said  Territory,  and  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  a  Se- 
cretary of  the  said  Territory,  who  shall  reside  therein,  and  hold 
his  oflice  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States ;  he  shall  record  and  preserve  all  the 
laws  and  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  hereinafter 
constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Governor  in 
his  executive  department;  he  shall  transmit  one  c5py  of  the 
laws  and  one  copy  of  the  executive  proceedings  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  each  year,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  two  copies  of  the  laws  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  use  of  Congiess.  And  in 
case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  necessary  absence  of 
the  Governor  from  the  Territory,  the  Secretary  shall  have,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  execute  and  perform, 
all  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Governor  during  such  vacancy 
or  necessary  absence. 

Sec.  4.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  the  legislative  pow- 
er shall  be  vested  in  the  Governor  and  a  Tiegislative  Assembly. 
Tho  Legislative  Assembly  shall  consist  of  a  Council  and  House 
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of  Representaii798.  The  Coancil  shall  consist  of  thirteen  mem- 
bers, having  ttie  qualification  of  rotera  as  hereinafter  prescribed, 
whose  teriu  of  service  Ehall  continue  four  years.  The  House  of 
Representatives  sliall  consist  of  twenty-six  membere,  possess- 
ing the  same  qualifications  ns  prescribed  for  the  members  of  the 
Council,  and  whwc  terra  of  service  shall  continue  two  years. 
An  apportionment  shall  be  made,  as  nearly  equal  as  practicable, 
among  the  several  counties,  for  the  election  of  the  Council  and 
Representatives,  giving  to  each  section  of  the  Territory  repre- 
sentation in  the  ratio  of  its  population,  Inlians  excepted,  as  near- 
ly as  may  be.  And  the  snid  members  of  the  Council  and  House 
of  Reprcsentniives  shall  re.side  in,  and  be  inhabitants  of,  the  dis- 
trict k)r  which  they  may  be  elected.  Previous  to  the  first  elec- 
tion, the  Governor  of  the  Territory  shall  cause  the  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  counties  in  the  Terri- 
tory to  be  taken  an.i  made  by  the  sheriffs  of  the  said  counties, 
respectively,  and  returns  thereof  made  by  said  sheriffs  to  the 
Governor.  The  first  election  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
place,  and  be  conducted  in  such  manner,  as  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  and  direct ;  and  he  shall,  at  the  same  time,  declire  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  which  each  of  the  counties  is  entitled  under  this  acL 
The  number  of  persons  authorized  to  be  elected  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  in  each  of  the  said  counties  for  the 
Council,  shall  be  declared,  by  the  said  Governor,  to  be  duly 
elected  to  the  said  Council ;  and  the  uerson  or  persons  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  the  House  of  Representatives, 
equal  to  the  number  to  which  each  county  may  be  entitled,  shall 
also  be  declared,  by  the  Governor,  to  be  duly  elected  .'  Pro- 
videdj  The  Governor  shall  order  a  new  election  when  there  is 
a  tie  between  two  or  more  persona  voted  for,  to  supply  the  vacan> 
cy  made  by  such  tie.  And  the  persons  thus  elected  to  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  shall  meet  at  such  place  on  such  day  aa  he 
shall  appoint ;  but,  thereaf\er,  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of 
holding  and  conducting  all  elections  by  the  People,  and  the  ap- 
porlioninz  the  representation  in  the  several  counties  to  the  Coun- 
cil and 'House  of  Representatives,  according  to  population,  shall 
be  prescribed  by  law,  as  well  as  the  day  of  the  annual  com- 
intQcement  of  the  session  of  the  said  Legislative  Assembly ; 
but  no  session,  in  any  year,  shall  exceed  the  term  of  seventy- 
five  days. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  free  white 
male  citizen  of  the  United  States  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  said  Territory  at 
the  time  of  its  organisation,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first 
election,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  within  the  said  Terri- 
tory ;  but  the  qualifications  of  voters  at  all  subsequent  elections 
shall  be  such  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Legislative  Afsem- 
bly :  ProvuUdf  That  the  right  of  suffrage  shall  be  exercised 
only  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^ ,  That  the  legislative 
power  of  the  Territory  shall  extend  to  all  rightful  subjects  of 
legislation;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  interfering  with  the  pri- 
mary disposal  of  the  soil ;  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  nor  shall  the  lands  or  other 
property  of  non-residents  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands  or 
other  property  of  residents.  All  the  laws  of  the  Governor  and 
Legislative  Assembly  shall  be  submitted  to,  and,  if  disapproved 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  same  shall  be  null 
and  of  no  eflect. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  township  officers, 
and  all  county  officefs,  except  judicial  officers,  justices  of  the 
peace,  sheriff:),  and  clerks  of  courts,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
People,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  the  Governor 
and  Legislative  Assembly.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Legislative  Coancil, 
shall  appoint,  all  judicial  officers,  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs, 
and  all  militia  officers,  except  those  of  the  staff,  and  all  civil 
officers  not  herein  provided  for.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  re- 
cess of  the  Coimcil  shall  be  filled  by  appointments  fiom  the 
Governor,  which  fihall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly ;  but  the  said  Governor  may  appoint, 
in  the  first  instunre,  the  aforesaid  officeri<,who  shall  hold  their  of- 
fices until  the  end  of^the  next  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  member  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  shall  hold  or  be  appointed  to  any  office 
created,  or  the  salary  or  emoluments  of  which  shall  have  been 
increased  whilst  he  was  a  member,  during  the  term  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  elected,  and  for  one  year  afler  the  expira- 
tion of  such  term  ;  and  no  person  holding  a  commission  under 
the  United  State.s,  or  any  of  its  officers,  except  as  a  militia  offi- 
cer, shall  be  a  member  of  the  said  Council,  or  shall  hold  any 
office  under  tlxo  Government  of  the  said  Territory. 


Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  judicial  power 
of  the  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme  roan,  diurirt 
courts,  probate  courts,  and  injustices  of  the  peace.  Tbeiopreme 
court  shall  consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  asaecittr  judges, 
any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  who  shall  bdd  « (em 
at  the  seat  of  Government  (^  the  said  Territory,  anDQillj,  aod 
they  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  bebaviar.  lie  nid 
Territory  shall  be  divided  into  three  jndicial  diitricu;  tad  a 
district  court  or  courts  shall  be  held  in  each  of  the  three  ds- 
tricts,  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  ot  such  uak 
and  places  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  Thejuisdiurs  cf 
the  several  courts  herein  provided  for,  both  ap{ieUaie  and  onsi 
nal,  and  that  of  the  probate  courts,  and  of  the  justices  cf  itx 
peace,  shall  be  aa  limited  by  law:  Pron  Jed,  Aoir(Tcr,Thai  ;b«- 
tices  of  the  peace  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  any  maUerri 
controversy,  where  the  title  or  boundaries  oflandmaybeinda- 
pate,  or  where  the  debt  or  sum  claimed  exceeds  finr  ddiut 
And  the  aaid  supreme  and  diatriet  courts,  respeciii'elr,  $hali 
possess  chancery  aa  well  aa  common  law  jnritdicticD.  Each  dis- 
trict court  shall  appoint  its  clerk,  who  shall  keephiioficttw^ue 
place  where  the  eourt  may  be  held,  and  the  said  clei^iibalUls; 
be  the  registers  in  chancery;  and  any  vacancy  in  said  ofiite  u 
clerk  happening  in  the  vacation  of  said  court  may  bt  filled  It 
the  judge  of  said  district,  which  appointment  shall  contiDuenc 
til  the  next  term  of  said  court.  And  writs  of  error,  bills  of  ex- 
ception, and  appeals  in  chancery  causes,  shall  be  alioved  in ai 
cases,  from  the  final  decisions  of  the  said  district  couiia  to  tt* 
supreme  court,  under  such  regulations  as  may  be  preschbrd  br 
law ;  but  in  no  case  removed  to  the  supreme  court  shall  t  i-m 
by  jury  be  allowed  in  said  court.  The  supreroe  conn  my  jp- 
point  its  own  clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall  hold  bis  office  at  '!• 
pleasure  of  the  court  by  which  he  shall  have  been  appoxtf: 
And  writs  of  error  and  appeals  from  the  final  decisions  of '> 
said  supreme  court  shall  be  allowed  and  taken  to  the  Sa]irfx' 
Court  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  same  manner,  and  nndrr-i 
same  regulations,  as  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Som 
where  the  value  of  the  property,  or  the  amount  in  controTt:?- 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  either  party,  sL 
exceed  one  thousand  dollars.  And  each  of  the  said  datn; 
courts  shall  have  and  exercise  the  same  Jurisdiction,  in  aIl:iH' 
arising  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Sue 
as  is  vested  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Unitedboit; 
And  the  first  six  days  of  every  term  of  the  said  couro,  orsooe:  j 
thereof  aa  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  appropriated  tot*?  tr- 
of  causes  arising  under  the  aaid  Constitution  and  liws.  Ak 
writs  of  error,  and  appeals  firom  the  final  decisions  a  ^ 
said  courts,  in  all  such  cases  shall  be  made  to  the  tapres; 
court  of  the  Territory,  in  the  same  manner  m  in  other  cisfJ 
The  said  clerks  shall  receive  in  all  such  cases  ti»  aa« 
fees  which  Uie  clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  »:« 
in  the  northern  district  of  the  State  of  New  York  receires  a 
similar  services. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  thcreshall  Mi- 
Attorney  for  tho  said  Territory  appointed,  who  shell  cmvM  ^ 
office  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  PresidrD'. »« 
who  shall  receive  the  same  feea  and  salaiy  as  the  ^^l^ 
the  United  States  for  the  Michigan  Territory.  There  sha»« 
be  a  Marshal  for  the  Territory  appointed,  who  shall  w^^ 
office  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Prfs»E3. 
who  shall  execute  all  process  issuing  firom  the  said  coorts'sj^ 
exercising  their  iurisdiction  as  circuit  and  district  courts  %  - 
United  Slates,  tile  shall  perform  the  tame  duties,  be  subjev.-. 
the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  a^ 
fees,  as  the  Marshal  of  the  district  court  of  ihe  United  »«.?' 
the  northern  district  of  the  Suie  of  New  York;  and  sw- 
addition,  bo  paid  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  annuaM  >» 
compensation  for  extra  services.  ^    .., 

Sec.  U.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Go^rr- 
Secretary,  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges,  Atioioev,  •• 
Marshal,  shall  be  nominated,  and,  by  and  with  tbe  ad^'«  .:, 
consent  of  the  Senate,  appointed  by  the  President  onoe  i  _- 
States.  The  Governor  and  Secretary,  to  be  appointed  as  *.-  ^ 
said,  shall,  before  they  actas  sach,  respectively  take  mm  ^^ 
affirmation  before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the  P*'f'"',^  ih 
isting  Territory  of  Michigan,  duly  commissioned  and  q*""  J 
admmister  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  ^onsti"  J. 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  "»« ^^^ 
their  respective  offices ;  which  said  oaths,  when  so  "J"' ^ 
be  certified  by  the  person  before  whom  the  same  »hall  m"  ^^^ 
taken,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  received  and  recoro  ^^^ 
the  said  Secretary  among  the  executive  P">*;*7"'^',J  . 
ttflerwards,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges,  m 
other  civil  officers  in  said  Territory,  before  they  ad  « 
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shall  take  a  like  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  said  Governor  or 
Secretary,  or  Bome  judge  or  justice  of  the  Territory  who  may 
be  duly  commiaaioned  and  qualified,  which  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  certified  and  transmitted  by  the  person  taking  the 
same  to  the  Secretary,  to  be  by  him  recorded  as  aforeaaid  ;  and, 
afterwards,  the  like  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken,  certified, 
and  recorded,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  may  he  prescribed 
by  law.  The  Gorernor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  his  services  as  Governor  and 
as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  The  said  Chief  Justice  and 
Associate  Judges  shall  each  receive  en  annual  salary  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollars.  7  he  Secretary  shall  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars.  The  said  salaries  shall  he  paid 
quarter-yearly,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive three  dollars  each  per  day,  during  their  attendance  at  the 
sessions  thereof)  and  three  dollam  each  for  every  twenty  miles' 
travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  said  sessions,  estimated 
according  to  the  nearest  usually-travelled  route.  There  shall 
be  appropriated,  annually,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollan,  to  be  expended  by  the  Governor  to  defray  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Territory ;  and  there  shall  also  be  appropri- 
ated, annually,  a  sufficient  sum,  to  be  expeudedby  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Territory,  and  upon  an  estimate  to  be  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Suites,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Legislative  Assembly;  the  printing  of  the  laws 
and  other  incidental  expenses ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Terri- 
tory shall  annually  account  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  for  the  manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  sum 
shall  have  been  expended. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  the  inhabitanu  of 
the  said  Territory  shall  be  entitled  to,  aud  enjoy,  all  and  singu- 
lar the  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages,  granted  and  secured 
to  the  people  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio,  by  the  articles  of  the  compact  contained  in  the 
ordinance  for  the  Government  of  the  said  Territory,  passed  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  ;  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions  and  restrictions 
and  prohibitions  in  said  articles  of  compact  imposed  upon  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory.  The  said  inhabitants  shall  aldo  be 
entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  heretofore 
granted  and  secured  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  to  its  in- 
habitants, and  the  existing  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
shall  be  extended  over  said  Territory,  so  far  as  the  same  be  in- 
compatible with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  subject,  nevertheless, 
to  be  altered,  modified,  or  repealed,  by  the  Governor  and  Le- 
gislative Assembly  of  the  said  Teiritory  of  Wisconsin;  and,  fur- 
ther, the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  extended  over, 
and  shall  be  in  force  in,  said  Territory,  so  far  as  the  same,  or  any 
provisions  thereof,  may  be  applicable. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enactedi  That  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  shall  hold  its  first  session 
at  such  time  and  place  in  said  Territory  as  the  Governor  there- 
of ahall  appoint  and  direct;  and  at  said  session,  or  as  soon  there- 
afler  as  may  by  them  be  deemed  expedient,  the  said  Governor 
and  Legislative  Assembly  shall  proceed  to  locate  and  establish 
the  seat  of  Government  for  said  Territory,  at  such  place  as  they 
may  deem  eligible,  which  place,  however,  shall  thereafter  be 
subject  to  be  changed  by  the  said  Governor  and  Legislative  As- 
senably.  And  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby 
given  to  the  said  Territory,  which  shall  be  applied  by  the  Gov^ 
emorand  Legislative  Assembly  to  defray  the  expenses  of  erect- 
ing public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  Government. 

Sec.  14.  Arid  he  U  further  enacted^  That  a  delegate  to  the 
House  of  Represenutivea  of  the  United  State?,  to  serve  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  may  be  elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to 
elect  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  who  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  have  been  granted  to 
the  delegates  from  the  several  Territories  of  the  United  States 
to  the  said  Hou^e  of  Reprosentatives.  The  first  election  shall 
be  held  at  such  time  and  place  or  places,  and  be  conducted  in 
such  manner,  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint  and  direct.  The 
person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  bv 
the  Governor  to  be  duly  elected,  and  a  certificate  thereof  shall 
be  given  to  the  person  so  elected. 

Sec.  15.  Ana  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  suiu,  proces?*, 
and  proceedings,  and  all  indictments  and  informations  which 
shall  be  undetermined  on  the  third  day  of  July  nexf,  in  the 
courts  held  by  the  additional  judge  for  the  Michigan  Territory, 
Sn  the  counties  of  Brown  and  Iowa  ;  and  all  suits,  process,  and 
proceedings,  and  all  indictments  and  informations  which  shall 
Da  nodetermined  on  the  said  third  day  of  July,  in  the  county 


courts  of  the  several  counties  of  Crawford,  Brown,  Iowa,  Dn- 
Buque,  Milwalkee,  and  Des  Moines,  shall  be  transferred  to  be 
heard,  tried,  prosecuted,  and  determined,  in  the  district  courts 
hereby  established,  which  may  include  the  said  counties. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enctctedy  That  all  causes  which 
shall  have  been  or  may  be  removed  from  the  courts  held  by  the 
additional  judge  for  the  Michigan  Territory,  in  the  counties  of 
Brown  and  Iowa,  by  appeal  or  otherwise,  into  the  supreme 
court  for  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  which  shall  be  undeter- 
mined therein  on  the  third  day  of  July  next,  shall  bo  certified  by 
the  clerk  of  the  said  supreme  court,  and  transferred  to  tlie  su- 
preme court  of  said  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  there  to  be  pro- 
ceeded in  to  final  determination,  in  the  same  manner  that  they 
might  have  been  in  the  said  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  said  Territory,  in  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the  accom- 
modation of  said  Assembly,  and  of  the  supreme  court  hereby  es- 
tablished. 

Approved,  April  20,  1836. 

[No.  15.]— AN  ACT  iu  addition  to  the  act  of  the  twenty-fourth 
of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  authorize  the  licensing  of  vessels  to  be  Em- 
ployed in  the  mackerel  fishery.*' 

Be  it  enacted,  <^.  That  vessels  duly  licensed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  licensing  of  vessels  to  be 
employed  in  the  mackerel  fishery,"  passed  May  twenty-fourth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  shall  not  be  deem- 
ed or  taken  to  be  liable  to  the  fiirfeiturea  imposed  by  the  fifth 
and  thirty-second  sections  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  the 
eighteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety -three,  entitled  "  An  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and 
foi  regulating  the  same,"  in  consequence  of  any  such  vessel, 
whilst  licensed  as  aforesaid,  having  been  engaged  in  catching 
cod,  or  fish  of  any  other  description  whatever  :  Provided,  how 
ever.  That  this  act  shall  not  be  deemed  or  consideied  as  autho- 
rizing or  entitling  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  vessel  licensed 
for  the  mackerel  fishery,  to  receive  the  bounty  allowed  by  law 
to  vessels  employed  in  the  cod  fishery. 
Approved,  April  20,  1836. 

[No.  16.]— AN  ACT  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  paying  pensions 
heretofore  granted  by  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.  That  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws,  authoriz- 
ing or  requiring  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  or  its  branches 
to  pay  any  pensions  granted  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  and  such 
payments  shall  be  hereafter  made,  at  such  times  and  places,  by 
such  persons  or  corporations,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  direct ;  but  no  compensation  or  allowance 
shall  be  made  to  such  persons  or  corporations  for  making  such 
payments,  without  nutliority  of  law. 

Approved,  20th  April,  1836. 

[No.  17.]— AN  ACT  making  a  further  appropriation  for  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities  in  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  4*0.  That  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  he, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  in  addition  to  former  appro- 
priations, for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida,  and  that 
the  same  shall  be  expended  in  the  manner  already  provided  for 
by  law. 

Approved,  April  29,  1836. 

[No.  18.]— AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
through  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Be  it  enacted,4»c.  That  the  Western  railroad  corporation  be,and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  construct  a  railroad  on  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  in  Springfield,  Massac husette,  and  take 
for  the  security  and  accommodation  of  said  railroad,  or  the  accom- 
modation of  the  business  thereof,  a  strip  of  land  through  oi'  over 
the  said  land  of  the  United  States,  not  exceeding  eighty  feel  in 
width :  Provided,  That  the  loc4ition  of  said  railroad  through 
said  land  of  the  United  States  shall  be  submitted  to,  and  approv- 
ed by  the  Secretanr  of  War,  prior  to  the  construction  tbeieof: 
Ana  provided,  also,  That  whenever  said  strip  of  land  shall 
cease  to  be  improved  for  the  purpose  of  a  railroad,  or  thi  accom- 
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mudatioQ  of  the  busineM  thereof,  the  same  shall  revert  to  the 
United  Statea. 

Approved,  April  29,  1336. 

[No.  19.] — AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 

diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the  3'ear  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  thirty -six. 

Be  U  maetedf  <^.  That  the  following  suoui  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated 
money  in  the  Treasury,  viz. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
Postmaster  General,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office  of  :be  Secretary  of 
State,  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  clerks,  machinist,  and  messenger  is  the  Patent  Office, 
five  thousand  four  himdred  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
State,  including  the  expense  of  publishing  and  distributing  the 
laws,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  Patent  Office, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchmen  of  the  northeast  exe- 
cutive building,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including  fuel,  labor, 
oil,  repairs  of  the  buildings,  three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
of  the  First  Comptroller,  eighteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Comptroller,ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thodaand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  First  Auditor,  fourteen  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Second  Auditor,  seventeen  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengera  in  the  office 
of  the  Third  Auditor,  tweuty-seven  thousand  and  fifl^  dollars. 

Ptor  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  seventeen  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
ol  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  twenty-four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  I^nd  Office,  twenty  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  SV>licitor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  to  the  seventh  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 


For  the  expenses  of  stationeiy,  printing,  and  all  other  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  several  offices  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  the  following  sums,  viz. 

For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  inclodiiig  co- 
pying, and  expenses  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  burning  of 
the  Treasury  building,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  doOirs. 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  tlie  office  of  the  First  Audita,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  five  hundred  dollara. 

For  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  thousand  dollam. 

For  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  thotisand  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasnxy,  three  tbcosand 
dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  one  thooaand 
dollars. 

For  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, for  two  hundred  thousand  parchmenta,  cost  of  printing  pa- 
tenta,  and  cost  of  books  for  patent  records,  thiny-nine  thousand 
dollars. 

For  tract  books,  other  articles  of  books  and  staticmery,  furni- 
ture, advertising,  and  all  other  items  of  contingent  expenses,  ia- 
cluding  office  rent  for  additional  rooms  required  for  writing  pa- 
tents, nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  translations,  and  for  expenses  of  passportaand  sea-letters, 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  stating  and  printing  the  public  accounta  ibr  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  one  thoosand  fxa 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  watchmen  of  the 
buildings  occupied  by  the  Treasury  Department,  the  sum  of  iwo 
thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  said  buildings,  in- 
cluding fuel,  labor,  oil,  repairs,  furniture,  and  for  rent,  amount- 
ing to  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  extra  clerks  when  employed  in  said 
office,  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  ofthe  Secretary  of  War, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the  War  Department,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  messenger  in  the  Bounty  Land  Bureau,  four  bundled 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  Indian  Affairs,  fi>ur  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fift^y  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office  of 
the  Paymaster  General,  four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  hnndred  doHars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  (Ace 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  four  thousand  twa 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant 
General,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Quattenmaster 
General,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sary General  of  Subsistence,  three  thousand  eight  handrcd  dol- 
lars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  including  printing  ad- 
vertisements, two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Chief  En- 
gineer, two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Ordnance  Office,  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Surgeon 
General,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four  hundred  dollara. 
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For  condngent  expenses  of  the  Topographical  Bureau,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerk  in  said  Bureau,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

»  For  salaries  of  clerks  transferred  from  the  oflSce  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 
I    For  messengers  in  the  Pension  Office,  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifly  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  and  watchmen  of  the 
northwest  executive  building,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  the  salaries  of  two  additional  watchmen,  to  assist  in  watch- 
ing the  buildings  of  the  War  Department,  and  the  additional 
houses  occupied  by  officers  thereof,  including  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  for  the  services  of  those  employed  in  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-five,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including  fuel, 
tabor,  oil,  furniture,  repairs  of  building,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-tliree  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifly  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tho  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board, 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  draughtsman,  and  messenger, 
in  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  Board,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  the  southwest  execu- 
tive building,  and  the  watchmen,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including  fuel,  la- 
bor, oil,  repairs,  engines,  and  improvement  of  the  grounds,  three 
thousand  tnrce  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  Assistant  Postmasters  General, 
Hvc  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  office 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  forty  thousand  three  hundred  and  fif- 
ty dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  superiutendency  of  the  buildings,  making  up  blankn,  and 
compensation  to  two  watchmen  and  one  laborer,  sixteen  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars. 

For  additional  clerk  hire  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  forty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-four  dol- 
lars and  seven  cents. 

For  the  services  of  a  topographer  and  map  maker  for  obtain- 
ing material  1  and  drawing  maps  of  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories, one.  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Geneial  in  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Michigan,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
t  wo  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tho  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  surveyor, 
t  wo  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  in  Arkansas,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  said  office,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Louisiana  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  surveyor, 
fifteen  huudred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Mississippi,  two  thou- 
fsand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  surveyor, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alabama,  one  thousand 
live  hundred  dollars. 

For  compenBation  to  the  Surveyor  in  F'lorida,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  appointed  by  the  President 
CO  sign  all  patents  for  landd  sold  or  granted  under  tlxe   authority 


of  the  United  States,  per  the  act  of  second  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  in 
Washington  City,  two  thousand   dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Con;;ress,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  assistant  Librarians,  and  fbr 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Library  and  pay  of  messenger,thre6 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  services  rendered  by  Charles  N.  W.  Meehan,  an  assis- 
tant in  Library,  at  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  diem,  Sundays 
excepted,  during  the  sitting  of  Congress,  from  December  se- 
cond, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  to  March  fourth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint,  thir- 
teen thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  laborers  employed  in  the  various  opera- 
tions of  the  Mint,  twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  and  repairs,  wastage, 
coetof  machinery,  for  allowance  for  wastage  in  gold  and  silver 
coinage  of  the  Mint,  including  sixteen  thousand  dollars  for  ar- 
rearages in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  fifty -one  thousand 
one  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  incident  to  the  introduction  of  new  machinery 
and  apparatus,  including  the  application  of  steam  power  to  coin- 
age, and  improvements  in  the  melting  and  refining  department, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  (Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Michigan  Territory,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  ofthe  Michigan  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Council,  fuel,  station- 
ery, and  printing,  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars. 

For  arrearages  of  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative  Comicil  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  for  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  appropriation  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Arkansas  Territory,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  including  fuel,  sta- 
tionery, printing,  and  distribution  of  the  laws  and  journals,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Florida  Territory,  eleven  thousand  and  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Florida  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Florida,  poy  of  officers  and  servants  of  the 
Council,  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and  incidental  expenses,  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  six  dollars. 

For  arrearages  of  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  Florida,  nine  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

For  allowances  to  the  Assistant  Counsel  and  District  Attor- 
ney, under  the  acts  for  the  settlement  of  private  laud  claims  in 
Florida,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Associate  Judges, 
and  District  Judges  of  the  United  States,  eighty-one  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  printing  the  records  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  eighteen  huudred 
and  thirty-six,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Judges  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  Judges  of  the  Orphans' 
Courts  of  the  said  Dibtrict,  nine  thousand  nvo  bundled  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Attorney 
Geneial,  eight  hundred  dollars.    • 

For  a  messenger  in  said  office,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hundred  dollar^:. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  one  thousand  dollai^. 

For  compensation  to  the  District  Attorneys  and  Marshals,  as 
granted  by  law,  including  those  in  the  several  Territories,  twelve 
thousand  nine  huudred  dollars. 
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For  defraying  tlie  expenges  of  the  Supreme,  Circuit,  and  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  United  States,  including  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  also,  for  jurors  and  witnedsos,  in  aid  of  the  funds  aris' 
ing  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  incurred  in  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  preceding  years ;  and, 
likewise,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  suits  in  which  the  United 
States  are  concerned,  and  of  prosecutions  for  oifences  committed 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of  prisoners, 
three  hundred  and  forty -fire  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted  by  special  acts 
of  Congress,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light-houses,  floating 
lights,  beacons,  buoys,  and  stakeages,  including  the  purchase  of 
lamps,  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repaiiii  and  improvements,  and 
contingent  expenses,  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  seven  cents. 

For  a  light-house  on  a  proper  site  at  or  near  Michigan  city, 
Indiana,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation,  made  thirtieth 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  light-house  on  a  proper  site  at  Pottawatamie  island,  at 
the  entrance  of  Green  bay,  in  Lake  Michigan,  in  addition  to  a 
former  appropriation,  made  thirtieth  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-four,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  liciit-house  or  bcncon  light  on  one  of  the  piei-s  at  the 
harbor  of  Oswego,  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  addition  to  former  ap- 
propriations, twelve  hundred  dollars.  \ 

For  the  removal  of  the  light-house  now  on  the  north  end  of 
Goat  island,  near  the  harbor  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  addi- 
tion to  former  appropriations,  eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollan?. 

For  erecting  a  frame  building  fur  a  beacon  light,  at  the  end  of 
west  pier,  ut  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  Ohio,  two  tliousand  six 
hundred  dollni-s. 

For  finishing  and  securing  the  framdotion  of  the  beacon  light 
at  Cunningham  creek,  Ohio,  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  dol- 
lars and  tifly  cent". 

To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  funds  for  the  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,  as  established  by  the  act«  of  sixteenth 
July,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety -eight,  and  third  May,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  two,  fiflecu  thousand  dollars. 

For  expense  in  relation  to  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debt- 
ors of  the  United  Slates,  under  the  act  of  seventh  of  June,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-four,  tliree  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Ohio,  six  hundred  and  fif\y 
dollars.  , 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the  Michigan  peninsula,  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Michigan  Territory,  west  of 
the  lake,  and  in  Winconsin  Territory,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  forty 
thousand  dollar <?. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  in  Mississippi,  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

For  surveys  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, by  the  Survey oi  General  of  Alabama,  twenty-five  bun- 
dled dollai's. 

For  survey  of  the  Creek  lands,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  survey  of  the  public  lands  and  privoie  land  claims,  by  the 
Surveyor  General  of  Florida,  sixteen  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars. 

For  survey  of  the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims,  by 
the  Surveyor  General  of  lioiiisiana,  thirly-five  thousand  dollHi-s. 

For  surveying  public  lands  by  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ar- 
kansup,  twenty-five  thousand  dolln  111. 

For  the  salaries  of  two  keepers  of  the  public  archives  in  Fie- 
ri Jo,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims  against  the 
United  Slates,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be  ascertained 
and  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  tu  eh  e 
thousand  dollora. 

Fur  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  Russia,  thirty-six  thousand 
d  nil  an'. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  LiCgation  to  the  bam« 
pi -ires,  eight  thousand  dollar^?. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  Legation  to  France, 
Spain,  and  Russia,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  six  thou:M-iud  dullurs. 

For  the  sala.  ic3  of  the  Charj^es  d'Affuires  to  Portugal,  Den- 
mark, S vv«»drn,  Holland,  Turkey,  Belgiuii-,  Brazil,  Chili,  Peru, 
Mexico,  Central  America,  New  Grenada,  Prussia,  and  Vene- 
zuela, fMxty-tliree  tliousand  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  Drogoman  to  the  Legation  of  the  United 


States  to  Turkey,  and  for  contingent  expenses  of  that  Legatioc, 
six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  outfits  of  Ministers  to  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spai?", 
twenty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  outfits  of  Charges  des  AflTairea  to  Mexico^  Prussia,  and 
Peru,  thirteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for  claims  at  Loodoa  and  Paris, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen  in  foreign 
countries,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  completmg  Digest  of  Commercial  Regulations  of  Foreign 
Countries,  under  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTcs 
ofthe  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  tbirty-ooe,  fi>e 
tliousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-f^er 
cents. 

For  completing  the  custom-house  at  New  Bedford,  aod  en- 
closing the  lot,  seven  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at  New  York,  m  addition 
to  former  appropriations,  three  hundred  tboasand  dolUTv. 

For  completing  the  public  warehouse  at  Baltimore,  seventetc 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  due  to  officers  of  tbe  old  interns' 
revenue  and  direct  tax,  being  the  balance  of  a  Ibnnpr  appropm- 
tion  for  that  object,  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  thirty-firsi  De- 
cember, eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty-fivc,  five  thousand  ^e)*:" 
hundred  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents. 

For  paying  certain  inhabitants  of  West  Florida,  now  citizeni 
of  Louisiana  and  MisMissippi,  the  claims  pa&sed  by  the  acc-u!--.- 
ing  officers  ofthe  Treasury,  being  the  balance  of  a  former  tp 
propriation  for  that  object,  carried  tn  the  surplus  fund  ra  ut 
thirty-first  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thiny-five,  t.t» 
tliousand  five  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  forty-one  ctau. 

For  the  payment  of  certain  certificates,  being  the  balance  <- 
a  former  appropriation  for  that  object,  carried  to  the  sttr{:^-a> 
fund  on  the  thirty-first  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thiitv 
five,  thirty-seven  tliousand  four  hundred  and  fiAy-five  dc>lii:-> 
and  seventy-six  cents. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  De^i." 
ment  of  State,  being  a  balance  due  to  William  Browne  on  ui»i 
account,  two  thousand  and  (en  dollars  and  six  cents. 

For  clerk  hire  and  other  expenses  in  relation  to  the  Non^ 
eastern  Boundary  Agency,  being  a  balance  due  to  Wiiiiii 
Browne  on  that  account,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ih.nv 
two  dollars  and  twenty  cents.  These  two  lost  appropriations  *  j  r« 
carried  to  the  credit  of  said  Browne,  on  account  of  coatingcucc^ 
of  foreign  intercourse. 

For  arrearages  for  the  service  of  astronomer,  assistaiits,  aad 
incidental  expenses  incurred  in  making  a^tronouiical  cbserra- 
tinns  during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  tbirty-fiTe.  uTLdrr 
the  act  of  the  fourteenth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-:-*- 
"  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  certain  observations,  preparai  — 
to  the  adjustment  of  the  norlhem  boundary  line  of  the  Si^e  c 
Ohio  :"  Providtd^  The  compensation  to  the  principal  artrof::- 
mcr  and  assistants  fhall  not  exceed  that  granted,  under  the  a; 
propriation  for  the  same  service  of  eighteen  hundred  aQdthi:\.* 
three,  thirteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  James  H.  Relfe,  for  his  services  as  im.*.:- 
srnger,  in  conveying  the  final  report  of  the  Commissiocers  'v 
the  adjustment  of  Private  Land  Claims,  five  hundred  dollar;. 

For  the  payment  of  claims  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  Lc--- 
rence  and  others,  being  part  of  an  appropriation  made  by  the  ;. 
ofthe  fi(\h  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  sund  e^ix>f" 
for  these  objects,  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  the  thirtj-S--: 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-&ix,  r«- 
appropriated  on  the  twentieth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  and  again  carried  to  tbe  surplus  fund  cz. 
the  thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ar- 
thirty,  tliree  hundred  and  fortj'-seven  dollars  and  sixt j-«e*  ^'~ 
cents. 

For  tlic  expenfce  of  medals  oud  swords  for  C-olonel  Crr-gba  1 
and  others,  five  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  bringing  to  the  scat  of  Govcrumpr,'  * 
votes  for  President  and  Vice   Piesident  of  the  United  Si;'" 
eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  survey  of  the  coast  ot  tlie  United  States,  eiijhty  '.h.^-* 
sand  dollars. 

For  the  governor,  judgee,  secretary,  district  atiorr^ey.  i^i 
marshol,  and  contin;ient  expenses,  of  the  Wisconsin  Terri'.i  , 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Compensation  and  mileage  ofthe  members  ofthe  LegiaiantR 
Council,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative  A?::ei:r 
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blj,  the  printing  of  the  laws,  and  other  incidental  expenses  of 
said  Territory,  nine  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  public  buildings  and  library  of  said  Tenrilory,  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  enlarging  and  repairing  the  cuRtom-house,  end  purchas- 
ing additional  land  therefor,  at  Bath,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  five 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  public  buildings  at  Staten  Island,  four  lliousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  survey  of  lots  in  the  town  of 
Galena,  Illinois,  to  be  made  by  the  Surveyor  General  of  Missouri 
and  Illinois,  ufter  an  act  approved  the  fifth  day  of  February,  one 
thousan^illght  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  I  (^toill-house  in  Boston,  m  addition  to  a  former  appro- 
priation, two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  marble  bust  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  payment  for  preparing,  printing,  and  binding  the  docu-- 
ments  ordered  to  be  printed  by  Uales  A  Seaton,  under  the  same 
restrictions  and  reservations  as  were  contained  in  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  same  object,  in  the  act  of  May  the  fifUi,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  fifteen  tliousand  six  hundred  and  six 
dollars;  and  the  eight  volumes  of  the  second  series  o**  the  said 
publication  shall  be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  were  the 
volumes  of  the  first  series,  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the  tenth  of 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duties 
of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  War  and  Na- 
vy Departments,  and  of  the  Postmastej^General,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  lay  before  Congress,  in  lieu  of  the  statement  now  required  by 
law,  during  the  first  week  in  each  annual  session  of  Congress,  a 
autement  of  the  expenditures  made  by  them  respectively  from 
the  contingent  funds  of  their  respective  departments  and  offices; 
that  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  include  all  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse,  and  of  all  the  missions  abroad, 
except  such  expenditures  as  are  settled  upon  the  certificate  of 
the  President ;  said  statements  to  be  abstracts  of  the  accounts 
with  the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  payments  have  been 
made,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each, 
Approved,  May  9,  1836, 

f  No.  20.] — AN  ACT  providing  for  the  salaries  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted^  <f>c.  That  the  translator  of  foreign  languages  and 
the  librarian  in  the  Department  of  State  shall  receive  a  salary  of 
sixteen  hundred  dollars. 

That  the  disbursing  agent  in  said  Department  be  aUowed  a 
salary  of  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorised to  employ  two  additional  clerks,  to  enable  him  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  second  seotion  of  the  act  of  the 
third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  one  at  a  salary 
of  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  other  at  a  salary  of 
one  thousand  dollars. 

That  the  assistant  messenger  in  said  Department  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  nfly  dollars. 

That  the  assistant  messenger  in  the  First  Comptroller's  office 
be  allowed  the  bnnual  compensation  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  emolument  of  clerks  and  messengers  for  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  in  addition  to  those  authorized  by 
law,  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

That  the  annual  compensation  of  the  messenger  in  the  office 

of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  be  seven  hundred  dollars. 

That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board  be  authorized  to 

employ  a  clerk  in  addition  to  those  authorized  by  law,  at  the 

f^um  nf  nine  hundred  doUare. 

That  the  Surveyor  General  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan, 
be  authorized  to  employ  two  clerks  at  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty-three  himdred  dollars,  and  tnat  he  be  allowed  the  further 
sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  for  additional  clerk  hire. 

That  the  Surveyor  General  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  be  autho- 
rixed  to  employ  clerks  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand 
?igrht  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

That  the  Surveyor  General  of  Arkansas  be  allowed  the  sum 
>r  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  for  clerk  hire  in  his 
>ffice. 

T*hat  the  Surveyor  of  Louisiana  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twenty- 
i  ve  hundred  dollars  for  clerk  hire  in  his  office. 

'Fhat  the  Surveyor  General  of  Mississippi  be  allowed  the  sum 
>riive  thousand  dollars  for  clerk  hire  in  his  office. 

nrhat  the  Surveyor  General  of  Alabama  be  allowed  the  sum 
»r  t  MTo  thuuaand  dollars  for  clerk  hire  in  his  office. 
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That  the  Surveyor  General  of  Florida  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  for  clerks  in  his  office. 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  employ,  for  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  of  the  Depart- 
ment, the  following  clerks  and  messengers :  one  clerk  at  six- 
teen hundred  dollars,  and  one  clerk  at  fouiteen  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  employed  in  the  business  of  reservations  and  grants  under 
Indian  treaties :  Provided^  That  the  said  clerks  shall  not  be 
employed  for  a  longer  tenn  than  four  years.  Three  clerks  for 
the  Pension  office,  at  one  thousand  dollars  each,  to  be  continued 
only  during  the  present  year. 

Six  clerks  and  one  messenger  in  the  Q,uartermnster  Gene- 
ral's office,  whose  compensation  shall  be  as  follows:  one  clerk 
at  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  one  clerk  at  twelve  hundred  dollars, 
four  clerks  at  one  thousand  dollars  e^ch,  and  one  messenger  at 
five  hundred  dollars t  one  clerk  for  the  Ordnance  office 
at  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  four  clerks  at  one  thousand 
dollars  each;  one  clerk  for  the  Adjutant  General's  office  at 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  three  clerks  at  one  thousand  dol- 
lars each  ;  one  clerk  in  the  Engineer  office  at  twelve  hundred 
dollars,  and  one  clerk  at  one  thousand  dollars ;  one  clerk  iu  the 
Commanding  Generars  office  at  one  thousand  dollars.  Six  clerks 
and  one  messenger  in  the  Emigrating  Indian  Bureau  attached 
to  the  Subsistence  Department,  whose  compensation  shall  be  as 
follows:  one  clerk  at  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  one  clerk  at  four- 
teen hundred  dollars,  one  clerk  at  twelve  hundred  dollars,  three 
clerks  at  one  thousand  dollars  each,  and  one  messenger  at  five 
hundred  dollars  :  Provided^  That  the  authority  claimed  under 
the  acta  approved  March  twenty-eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twelve,  and  May  twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve, 
or  by  any  other  act  for  the  employment  of  non-commissioned 
officers,  or  the  appointment  of  extra  clerks  in  any  of  the  offices 
of  the  War  Department,  be,  and  the  same  arc  hereby,  repealed : 
Provided^  ftowcrer,That  where  express  appropriations  are  made 
by  law  for  the  employment  of  clerks,  such  employment  shall 
not  be  deemed  to  be  extra  within  the  meaning  of  the  above  act. 

For  one  clerk  in  the  Topographical  Bureau  one  thousand 
dollars. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  Louis  be  au- 
thorized to  employ  two  clerks  in  his  office,  and  no  more,  one  of 
which  shall  receive  a  compensation  of  a  thousand,  and  the  other 
of  eight  hundred  dollars. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  south  of  the  Mis- 
souri river  be  authorized  to  employ  one  clerk  in  his  office,  who 
shall  receive  a  compensation  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  salaries  provid- 
ed for  in  this  act,  and  payable  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  9,  1836. 

[No.  3.]— RESOLUTION  to  suspend  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the 
public  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek. 
Be  it  resolved,  <f»c.  That  so  much  of  the  public  lands  acquir- 
ed by  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians, 
atDancmg  Rabbit  creek,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  as  has  been  conditionally  or  other- 
wise located  by  the  locating  agent  of  the  United  States  to  per- 
sons claiming  reservations  under  the  fourteenth  article  of  said 
treaty,  be  withheld  from  public  sale  until  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next !  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  taken  or  construed  as  indicating  any  intention  on  the  part  of 
Congress  to  confirm  said  claims. 
Approved,  May  9,  1836. 

[No.  21.]— AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be  appropriated 

for  the  naval  service,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  thirty -six,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  of  for- 
mer appropriations,  viz. 

For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  officers,  and  of 

seamen,  two  million  three  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  and 

seventeen  dollars  and  sixteen  centa. 

For  pay  of  superintendenta,  naval  constructors,  and   all  the 

civil  establishment  at  the  several  yards,  sixty-eight  thousand 

three  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  provisions,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  two 

hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  seventy-five  centa. 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of 

vessels  in   commission,   one    million   and  sixty-five   thousand 

dollars. 
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For  medicinea  and  sargical  instrumentB,  hnpital  stores,  and 
other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  forty-one  thousand  and 
one  hundred  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  sixty-seven  thousand  doUarR. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sewnty-five  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  eighty- f.>ur  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  3rard  at 
Washington,  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Qosport,  Virginia,  one  hundred  and  sixty ^seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  nary  yard  at 
Pensacola,  forty*  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  wharves  and  their  appendages  at  the  navy  yard  al  Pensa- 
cola, as  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thauaand  dollars. 

For  powder  magazine,  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  wall  or  enclosure  of  brick,  three  yards  high,  and  a  hsif 
yard  thick,  as  recommended  by  Commodore  Dallas,  twenty-four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  sixty-four  tliousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  ihst  may  accrue  for  the  follow- 
ing purposes,  v\x.  for  the  freight  and  transportation  of  materials 
and  stores  of  every  description  ;  for  wharfage  and  dockage,  stor- 
age and  rent;  travelling  expenses  of  officers  and  transportation 
of  seamen ;  house  rent  for  pursers,  when  attached  to  yards  and 
stations  where  no  house  is  provided ;  for  funeral  expenses ;  for 
commissions,  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery  and  fuel  to  navy 
agents ;  for  premiums  and  incidental  expenses  of  recruiting ; 
for  apprehendinff  deserters  ;  for  compensation  to  judge  advo- 
cates ;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  persons  attending  courts  mar- 
tial and  courts  of  inquiry ;  for  printing  and  stationery  of  every 
description,  and  working  the  lithographir  press,  and  for  books, 
mapa,  charts,  mathematical  and  nautical  instruments,  chronomft- 
tera,  models,  and  drawings  ;  for  the  purchase  and  repair  of  fire 
engines  and  machinery,  and  for  the  repair  of  steam  engines ; 
for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for 
carts,  timber- wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  of  every  description  ; 
for  postage  of  letters  on  public  service ;  for  pilotage  and  towing 
ships  of  war  |  for  cabin  furniture  for  vessels  in  commission ;  for 
taxes  and  assessments  on  public  property ;  ibr  assistance  ren- 
dered to  vessels  in  distress ;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards, 
not  applicable  to  any  other  apprapriation ;  for  coal  and  other 
fuel,  and  for  candles  and  oil;  for  repairs  of  magazines  or  pow- 
der-houses ;  for  preparing  moulds  for  ships  to  be  bnilt ;  and  for 
no  other  purpose  whatever,  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for 'objects  not  hereinbefore  enume- 
rated, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  steam  vessel  now  building  at  the  navy 
yard  at  Brooklyn,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  navy  hospituls  near  New  York  and  Boa* 
ton,  regulating  the  grounds,  malting  th^  necessary  enclueures, 
repairing  the  naval  asylum  and  all  other  hospitals,  and  the  build- 
ings and  landings  connected  with  them,  and  for  preparing  suit- 
able burying  grounds,  forty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  completing  the  powder  magazines  near  New  York  and 
Boston,  with  the  landings,  enclosures,  and  dependencies,  nine- 
teen thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  and  for  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  marine 
corps,  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  and  seventy-seven 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

For  provisions  for  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates  of  said  corps,  serving  on  ahore,  and  for  servants  and 
wasbei women,  thirty-three  thousiind  five  hundred  and  seven- 
teen dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 

For  clothing,  thirty-eight  thousand  aix  hundred  and  fifty-five 
dollars. 

For  fuel, fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  sites  and  the  erection  of  barracks  near 
the  navy  yards  at  Charlestown,  Goeport,  and  Pensacola,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 


For  repair  of  banmcka  near  Porlsmoath,  New  Hiapsbire 
and  for  repairs  at  the  other  stations,  eight thouraDdoiBehukired 
dollars. 

For  transportation  of  officer*,  non-commissioned  o&cn^casi- 
cians  and  prii«lep,  and  expenses  of  recruiting,  siitkonMJdtij- 
lars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  surgical  instramcMi,  ud  piy 
of  natron,  four  thouaand  one  hundred  and  thiny-siof  lUkn 
aod  twenty-nine  cents. 

For  miliury  stores,  pay  of  armorers,  kerpisg  anns  is  rrpu. 
drums,  fifes,  flags,  accoutrements,  and  ordnaou  Mom,  \%i 
thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps,  BeTcoueaMioimsa 
Dsna  hundred  and  aeveoty-seven  dollars  and  oinely-tbrte  cnik 

For  arrearages  for  defraying  the  extra  serriees  ud  «xpeBsn 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  engaged  in  the  soiTerof  coissiad 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  for  the  yeir  eigHtero  iniodmi 
and  thirty,  and  prinr  thereto,  being  the  amooniaffniprated  ia 
eighteen'hnndred  and  thirty-four  for  the  nae  object,  boi  b; 
that  act  made  applicable  obIt  to  arrearages  for  the  yeu  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty,  fiftaan  kwidred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  U/urikm-  enaetedy  That  tkc  Praidtosof 
the  United fiutea  be,  and  Ivreby  is,aQtbariMdteMid«aua 
veying  and  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  Ocm  waiia 
South  Seaa,  and  for  that  purpose  to  employ  •  vkqicrvv.Bd 
to  purchase  or  provide  such  other  smaller  veswh  »  otTN>n 
cessary  and  proper  to  render  the  said  expedition  eftciect  isi 
uaeful;  and  tor  this  purpose  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ud^r 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby,  appropmted  :&* 


any  lumev  in  the  Treasury  not  ochervise  appropraud:  uii 
addition  therato,  if  necessary,  the  President  of  the  X^'M 
Sutes  is  authorised  to  use  other  means  in  the  eontroloftke  ^ii- 
▼y  Department,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  tad  %  ikd«^ 
dollara,  fortha  objects  required. 
Approved,  May  14,  1836. 

[No.  29.}— An  aot  making  appropriatiom  for  the  lopponrfii? 

Army  for  the  year  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  iluny":^ 

Be  it  macted,  if-c.  That  the  following  soma  be,  and  ik*w 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  nooej  s  «• 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  forlhe  support  of  the  Asj 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  handled  and  thirty-nx;  tiats 
toaay:  ,   ^ 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army,  nine  hundred  tno  eipir-*?^ 
thonsand  three  hundred  and  seventeen  dollsrs.         ^^ 

For  subsistence  of  officer*,  three  hundred  sad  fiflecn  "^^ 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars.  ^^.   . 

For  forage  of  officers'  hones,  sixty  thouswid  one  kaaWisa 
thirty-nine  dollara.  .  .  ^ 

For  clothing  for  officers'  scnraBts,  twenty-four  ihowM  ^• 
hundred  and  thirty  dnllam.  . 

For  paymenta  in  lien  of  clothing  to  dischMfi*iw*««''^ 
thousand  dollars.  ,  . .; 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  ofBcenjfow  »"*««*' 
ninety-five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  . 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and  garrison  •q^ni'J;^ 
ing  utensils,  hospital  furniture,  two  hundred  and  two  w^ 
nine  hufidred  and  eighty-two  dollars.  ,  ^ 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  thirty-one  ">«^ 
five  hundred  dollars.  .  ^^ 

For  various  expenses  in  the  quartermasters  depirtniw^^ 
fuel,  forage,  straw,  stationery,  blanks,  and  P^""'"? '  "rf^ 
and  enlarging  barracks,  quarters,  atorehouset,  ami  b«P"  _^ 
the  varioua  poats;  erecting  temporary  cantonnaeno  «»«*P^ 
as  shall  be  occupied  during  the  year,  iacludiag  hun  ^^T'q.j 
goons,  and  gun-houaes  et  the  Atlantic  posts,  and  ihoae  * J^^^j 
of  Mexico,  with  the  necessary  tools  and  maienali;P^ 
materials  for  the  authorised  furniture  of  the  «»°"*1^.  ,sj 
missioned  officers  and  aoldiers;  rent  of  qusrteis,  m^Vj^;. 
storehouses,  and  of  grounds  for  summer  c***^."*""  k,; 
campmentB,including  a  farm  at  Port  Monroe  far  n""*?^^  ^^ 
postage  on  public  letters  and  packets;  ®*P^'**^,i^jfiBii! 


tial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  including  the  '^"■''P*''^f,„Ji)!<if: 
advocates,  members,  and  witnesses;  extra  pay  t0«ow' 
an  act  of  Congress  of  the  second  of  March,  •'!"''*"  !^;ji 
and  nineteen ;  expenaes  of  expresses  firom  the  'f^*"*  ">  exu« 
escorts  to  paymasters;  hire  of  laborer?;  "^^^I^"  , '"!,  atpcis 
clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  quartermaster  and  a»»o«^^f^ 
where  their  duties  cannot  be  performed  witnooi  '^  ,^^j 
to  agents  in  charge  of  diamantled  worksand  '°*^,i,ieB" 
of  other  duties;  coffins  and  other  •^^'**, '**^!?*!l;  iodp^ 
terment  of  non-commissioned  officers  "«  widicn.  ^ 
chase  of  horses,  and  various  other  expawhturtt  b«     - 
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keep  the  regiment  of  dragoons  complete^  three  hundred  and 
thirty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  allowance  made  to  the  officers  for  the  transportation 
of  their  baggoefe  when  travelling  on  duty  without  troops,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  transportation  of  clothing  from  the  depot  at  Philadelphia 
to  the  stations  of  the  troops;  of  subsistence  from  the  places  of 
purchase  and  points  of  delivery,  under  contracts,  to  the  posts 
where  they  are  required  to  be  used ;  of  ordnance  from  the  foun- 
dries and  arsenals  to  the  frontier  posts  and  the  fortifies tions,  and 
lead  from  the  Western  mines  to  the  several  arsenals;  and  of 
the  army,  including  officers  when  removing  with  troops,  either 
by  land  or  water ;  freight  and  ferriage ;  purchase  or  hire  of 
horses,  oxen,  mules,  carts,  wagons,  and  boats,  for  transportation 
of  troops  and  supplies,  and  for  garrison  purposes ;  drayage  and 
cartage  at  the  several  poets,  hire  of  teamsters,  transportation  of 
funds  for  the  pay  department ;  the  expense  of  sailing  a  public 
transport  between  the  several  posts  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
procuring  water  at  such  posts  as  from  their  situation  require  it, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  Army,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  two  months'  extra  pay  to  re-enlisted  soldiers,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and 
sixty-three  cents,  being  an  unexpended  appropriation  for  boun- 
ties and  premiums,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-four 
dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

For  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  payable  through  the  office  of  the  Third  Au- 
ditor, in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  enabling  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  remove  the  troops  fro;n  Fort 
Gibson  to  some  eligible  point  on  or  near  the  western  frontier  of 
Arkansas,  and  to  cause  a  fort  to  be  built  on  the  point  so  selected, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  better  defence  of  the  Arkansas  frontier,  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  barracks,  quarters,  store-houses,  and  hos- 
pital, at  Key  West,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  ten  thousand 
doilai^.  % 

For  hospitals  at  the  various  military  posts  at  which  they  may 
be  reqaired  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  medieal  department, 
where  there  are  not  proper  accommodations  for  the  sick,  and 
which  may  be  authorised  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  be  erected, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,  seventy- 
ty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  gun  powder,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  arsenals,  two  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  two  dollars. 

For  supplvinp;  the  arsenals  with  certain  ordnuice  stores,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  cannon  balls,  twenty*nine  tliousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars. 

For  completing  the  medal  heretofore  ordered  by  Congress, 
for  General  Ripley,  three  hundred  dollars. 

Approved,  May  14,  1836. 

[No.  4.]— A  R&SOLUTION  to  change  the  time  of  making  con- 
tracts for  the  transportation  of  the  mail. 

Resolved^  <f*c.  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  authorized, 
provided  the  same  can  be  done  at  the  present  rates  of  compen- 
sation, to  extend  the  term  of  the  existing  contracts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  inclusive,  next 
succeeding  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  in  each  year  in 
which  said  contracts  expire,  so  that  the  contract  year  may,  after 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  commence  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
instead  of  the  firs^day  of  January. 

Approved,  May  14,  1836. 

[No.  5.]--A  RE^SOLUTION  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  receive  additional  evidence  in  support  of  the  claims  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  other  States  of  the  United  States  for  disburse- 
ments, services,  &c.  during  the  late  war. 
Reeolvedy  <f>e.  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  preparing  his 

report  pursuant  to  a  resolve  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


agreed  to  on  the  twenty«fourth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  without  regard 
to  existing  rules  and  requirements,  to  receive  such  evidence  m 
is  on  file,  and  any  further  proofs  which  may  be  offered  tending 
to  establish  the  validity  of  the  claims  of  Massachusetts  upon  the 
United  States,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  services,  disbursements, 
and  expenditures  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  ;  and 
in  all  cases  where  such  evidence  shall  in  his  judgment  prove 
the  truth  of  the  items  of  claim,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  act  on  the 
same  m  like  manner  as  if  the  proof  consisted  of  such  vouchers 
and  evidence  as  are  required  by  existing  rules  and  regulations 
touching  the  allowance  of  such  claims ;  and  that  in  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  of  other  States  upon  the  United  States  for  ser- 
vice«,  disbursements,  and  expenditures  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  the  same  kind  of  evidence,  vouchers,  and 
proof,  shall  be  received  as  is  herein  provided  for  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Massachusetts,  the  validity  of  which  shall  be,  in 
like  manner,  determined  and  acted  upon  by  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Approved,  May  14,  1836.  * 

[No.  23.]— AN  ACT  to  give  effect  to  patenU  for  public  lands  is- 
sued in  the  names  of  deceased  persons. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f>c.  That  in  all  cases  where  patents  for  public 
lands  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  issued,  in  pursuance  of  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  to  a  person  who  had  died,  or  who  shall 
hereafter  die,  before  the  date  of  such  patent,  the  title  to  the  land 
designated  therein  shall  inure  to,  and  become  vested  in,  the 
heirs,  devisees,  or  assignees,  of  such  deceased  patentee,  as  if  the 
patent  had  issued  to  the  deceased  person  during  life ;  and  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  patents  for 
lands  within  the  Virginia  military  distiict  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Approved,  May  20, 1836, 

[No.  24.}— AN  ACT  explanatory  of  die  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 

prevent  defalcations  on  the  part  of  disbursing  agents  of  the 

Government,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 

Be  it  enactedy  <f^.  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent 
dedications  on  the  part  ofdisbiursing  agents  of  the  Government, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  3ie  twenty-fifth  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  shall  not  be  construed  to 
authorize  the  pension  of  any  pensioner  uf  the  United  Sutes  to 
be  withheld. 

Approved,  May  20,  1836. 

[No.  26.}— AN  ACT  authorizing  the  President  of  tlie  United 
States  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers,  and  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional regiment  of  drsgoons  or  mounted  riflemen. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f  c.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  accept  volunteers  who  may 
offer  their  services  either  as  infantry  or  cavalry,  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  men,  to  serve  six  or  twelve  months  after  they  shall 
have  arrived  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharg- 
ed ;  and  the  said  volunteers  shall  furnish  their  own  clothes,  and, 
if  cavalry,  their  own  horses,  and,  when  mustered  into  service, 
shall  be  armed  and  equipped  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  the  said  volunteers 
shall  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  do  military  duty  only  in  cases 
of  Indian  hostilities,  or  to  repel  invasions  whenever  the  Presi- 
dent shall  judge  proper;  and  when  called  into  actual  service,  and 
while  remaining  therein,  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles of  war,  and  shall  be  in  all  respects,  except  as  to  clothing, 
placed  on  the  same  footing  with  similar  corps  of  the  United 
States  army ;  and,  in  lieu  of  clotliing,  every  uon -com missioned 
officer  and  private  in  any  company  who  moy  thus  offer  them- 
selves, shall  be  entitled,  when  called  into  actual  service,  to  re- 
ceive in  money  a  sum  equal  to  tlie  cost  of  the  clothing  of  a  non- 
commissioned officer  or  private  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  the  re- 
gular troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  volunteers 
so  offering  their  services  shall  be  accepted  by  the  President  in 
companies,  battalions,  squadrons,  regiments,  brigades,  or  divi- 
sions, whose  officers  shall  be  appointed  in  the  manner  prescrib- 
ed by  law  in  the  several  Sutes  and  Territories  to  which  such 
companies,  bottalions,  squadrons,  regiments,  brigades,  or  divi- 
sions shall  respectively  belong :  Providedy  That  where  any 
company,  battalion,  squadron,  regiment,  brigade,  or  division  of 
militia,  already  orgsnized,  shall  tender  their  voluntary  services 
to  the  United  States,  such  company,  battalion,  squadron,  regi- 
ment, brigade,  or  division  shall  continue  to  be  commanded  by 
the  officers  holding  commissions  in  the  same  at  the  time  of  sueh 
tender ;  and  any  vacancy  thereafter  occurring  shall  be  filled  in 
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the  mode  pointed  out  by  law  in  the  State  or  Territory  wherein 
the  Baid  company,  battalion,  squadron,  regiment,  brigade,  or  di- 
vision shall  have  been  originally  raised. 

Sec.  4.  ATid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  auihorixed  to  organize  com- 
panies, so  tendering  their  services,  into  battalions  or  squadrons, 
battalions  or  squadrons  into  regiments,  regiments  into  brigades, 
and  brigades  into  divisions,  as  soon  as  the  number  of  volunteers 
shall  render  such  organization,  in  his  judgment,  expedient ;  and 
the  President  shall,  if  necessary,  apportion  the  staff,  field,  and 
general  officers  among  the  respective  States  or  Territories  from 
which  the  volunteers  shall  tender  their  serviceB,as  he  may  deem 
proper ;  but  until  called  into  actual  service,  such  companies, 
battalions,  squadrons,  regiments,  brigades,  or  divisions  shall  not 
be  considered  as  exempt  from  the  performance  of  militia  duty 
as  if  required  by  law,  in  like  manner  as  before  the  passage  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  volunteers  who 
may  be  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue 
of  Hie  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits 
which  may  be  conferred  on  persons  wounded  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  rais- 
ed and  organized,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  one  additional  re.^iment  of  dragoons  or  mounted 
riflemen,  to  be  composed  of  the  same  number  and  rank  of  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates,  com- 
posing the  regiment  of  dragoons  now  iu  the  service  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  who  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances,  be 
subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations,  and  be  engaged  for 
the  like  term,  and  upon  the  same  conditions,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  as  are  stipulated  for  the  said  regiment  of  dragoons 
now  in  service. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  disband  the  said  regiment  whenever,  in  hia 
opinion,  the  public  interest  no  longer  requires  their  services,  and 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  required  to  carry 
into  efi'ect  the  provisions  of  this  act,  is  hereby  appropriated,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much  of  this  act 
as  relates  to  volunteers  shall  be  in  force  for  two  years  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  May  23,  1836. 

[No.  26.] — AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  suppression 
of  hostilities  by  the  Creek  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray  any 
expenses  which  have  been  or  may  be  incurred  in  suppressing 
hostilities  by  the  Creek  Indians,  by  calling  out,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, of  any  part  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  pmviaions  of  the  Constitution  and  law;  which  sum,  if  ex- 
panded, shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Seoretary 
of  War,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
second  of  January,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-five ;  of  the 
act  of  fifih  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army ;  and  of  the  act  of 
the  nineteenth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  volunteer  and  militia  corps  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  23,  1836. 

[No.  27.] — AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  expenses 
incurred  and  supplies  furnished  on  account  of  the  militia  re- 
ceived into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  defence  of 
Florida. 

Beit  tnaeted,4*c,  ITiatthe  Secretary  of  War  be,and  he  is  here- 
by, directed  to  cause  to  be  paid  the  expenses  that  have  been 
incurred,  and  the  supplies  that  have  been  furnished,  in  the 
States  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  and  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  on  account  of  the  militia  received  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  for  tlie  defence  of  Florida  :  Pro- 
videdy  That  the  accounts  for  these  claims  shall  be  examined  and 
audited  at  the  Treasury,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedi  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  be  authorized  to  cause  the  militia  called  out  to  defend  East 
Florida,  by  Generals  Clinch  and  Hernandez,  or  by  the  Govern 
nor  of  Middle  and  West  Florida,  and  such  other  militia  and 
volunteers  as  have  been  received  and  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  and  regularly  discharged)  to  be  paid  in  like 


manner  with  the  volimteers  and  militia  ordered  into  service  aa- 
der  orders  from  the  War  Department. 
Approved,  May  28,  1836. 

[No.  28.}— AN  ACT  to  extend  the  western  boandary  of  the 
Stale  of  Missouri  to  the  Missouri  river. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.  That  when  the  Indian  title  lo  all  the  laodb 
lying  between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Misscmri  river  shall 
be  extinguished,  tfio  jurisdiction  over  said  land  ehall  beheithy 
ceded  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  western  boa»dary  of  said 
State  shall  be  then  extended  to  the  Missonri  river,  reserving  to 
the  United  Statas  the  orinna)  right  of  soil  iu  said  lands,  and  nf 
disposing  of  the  same :  Provided,  That  thi«  act  ehcU  not  take 
effect  until  the  President  shall,  by  proclamatiun,  declare  tbst 
die  Indian  title  to  said  lands  has  been  extinguished;  nor  shall  .i 
take  effect  until  the  State  of  Missouri  shall  have  assented  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Approved,  June  7,  1836. 

[No.  29.]— AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effcet  a  Conventiea  l>«l««cn 
the  United  States  and  Spain. 

Beitmacted^^rc  That  the  President  of  the  United  State-, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appcrat 
one  commissioner,  whose  dnty  it  shall  be  to  receire  and  exen- 
ineall  claims  which  may  be  preaelited  to  him  under  the  ccs- 
vention  for  the  settlement  of  claims  between  the  United  Statn 
of  America  and  her  Catholic  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Spain,  cci:* 
eluded  at  Madrid  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  Pebmary,  one  ibw- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirty^bur,  which  are  provided  for  bj 
the  said  convention,  according  to  the  proviaiona  of  the  same,  aod 
the  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  the  law  of  nations.  The  sax! 
commissioner  shall  have  a  secretary,  versed  in  the  Spanteh  and 
French  languages,  both  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presiden»,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  ;  and  the  cca- 
missioner,  secretary,  and  clerk  shall,  before  they  enter  on  thf 
duties  of  their  offices,  take  oath  well  and  faithfolij  toperforai 
the  duties  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  »«td  commis- 
sioner shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  n&ake  all  nee^ 
ful  rules  and  regulations,  not  contravening  the  laws  of  the  J«a^, 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  the  provisions  of  the  said  eoar^s- 
tion,  for  carrying  his  said  commissioi#inlo  full  and  coBptete 
efilisct. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  comrnksiciKr, 
so  to  be  appointed]  shall  attend  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
his  salary  shall  begin  tn  be  allowed  within  thirty  days  sAer  hi> 
appointment :  and  within  twelve  months  from  the  time  of  his  st- 
tendance  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  terminate  his  dnties.  Aad  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  required,  as  soon  as  the  said  eommwsimeT 
shall  be  appointed,  to  give  notice  of  his  attendanee  at  Washing- 
ton as  aforesaid,  and  to  be  published  in  two  newnpap«is  to  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  in  such  other  newspapers  as  be  msr 
think  proper. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  recovd?,  docu- 
ments, or  other  papers,  which  now  are  in,  or  hereafter,  dariog  the 
continuance  of  this  commission,  may  come  into  the  posFeftim 
of  the  Department  of  State,  In  relation  to  soch  claini,  sfaaD  be 
delivered  to  the  commissroner  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  eontpensatica  rf 
the  respective  officers  for  whose  appointment  proTisi«m  is  mad« 
by  this  act,  shall  not  exceed  the  following  snms,  namely  :  To 
the  said  commissioner,  at  the  rate  of  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum ;  to  the  secretary,  at  the  rate  of  two  thoiis2>iH 
dollars  per  annum ;  and  to  the  clerk,  at  the  rata  of  fifteen  hor- 
dred  dollars  per  annum.  And  the  President  of  the  Unit'd 
States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  make  sacb  pro- 
vision  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  commisajoacr  a> 
shall  appear  to  him  reasonable  and  proper ;  and  the  said  sala- 
ries  and  expanses  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea* 
sury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tocaose  the  inscription  (H- in- 
scriptions which  shall  be  issued  by  the  Spanish  Govemmen^ 
in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  convention,  to  be  deposited  in  the 
archives  of  the  Legation  of  the  United  Slates  at  Paris,  vniH 
otherwiee  ordered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  it 
shall  also  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  b^ 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  cause  the  moneys  %hk^ 
may  from  time  to  time  be  paid,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  cno- 
vention,  to  be  duly  received  and  accounted  for  at  Paris,  and  th*' 
same  to  be  remitted,  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  to  th» 
United  States  of  America ;  and  the  said  moneys,  so  received 
and  remitted,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
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States,  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  distributed 
and  paid  to  those  authorized  to  receive  them,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  thU  act. 

S<>.c.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  commissioner 
aforesaid  shall  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  list  of  all  the 
several  awards  made  by  him,  a  certified  copy  of  which  shall  be 
by  the  said  Secretary  of  State  ti-ansmitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasiury,  who  shall  thereupon  distribute  in  ratable  propor- 
tions, among  the  persons  in  whose  favor  the  altrards  shall  have 
been  made,  such  moneys  as  may  have  been  received  into  the 
Treasury  in  virtue  of  this  act,  according  to  the  proportions  which 
their  respective  awards  shall  bear  to  tlie  whole  amount  then  re- 
ceived ;  first  deducting  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  duo  the 
United  States  from  said  persons  in  whose  favor  said  awards 
shall  be  made ;  and  shall  caus6  certificates  to  be  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  such  form  as  he  ma^  prescribe, 
showing  the  proportion  to  which  each  may  be  entitled  of  the 
amount  that  may  thereafter  be  received^  and  on  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  said  certificates  at  the  Treasury,  as  the  nett  proceeds 
of  the  general  instalments,  payable  by  the  Gorernment  of 
Spain,  shall  havo  been  received,  such  proportions  thereof  shall 
be  paid  to  the  legal  holders  of  the  said  certificates. 

Sec.  8.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  communications 
to  and  from  the  secretary  of  the  commissioner  appointed  under 
this  act,  on  the  business  of  the  commission,  shall  pass  by  mail 
free  of  postage. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  as  soon  as  this 
commission  shall  be  executed  and  completed,  the  records,  docu- 
ment8,and  all  other  papers  in  the  possession  of  the  commission, 
or  its  officers,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

Approved,  June  7,  1836. 

[No.  6.]— A  RESOLUTION  authorising  the  repair  of  the 
bridge  across  the  river  Potomac,  at  Washington. 

Be  it  reaolvedy  <f*c.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  have  all  repairs  made  to  the 
bridge  across  the  Potomac  river,  which  have  become  necessary 
from  the  late  flood,  and  that  the  expenses  of  said  repairs  be  paid 
out  of  the  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  said 
bridge,  and  which  is  now  in  tho  Treasury  unexpended. 

Approved,  June  7,  1838. 

[No.  30.] — AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  ciurrent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  Department,  for  Indian  annuities,  and 

other  similar  objects,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  thirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f«c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  objects  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated  ;  that  is  to  say  : 

For  pay  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Aflfairs  at  SL  Louitf, 
and  the  several  Indian  agents,  as  provided  for  by  the  act  of 
thirtieth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- four,  thir- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Affairs  for  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

¥or  the  pay  of  sub-agents,  allowed  by  the  same  act,  ten  thou- 
sand doU.'urs. 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  allowed  by  the  same  act,  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  presents  to  Indians,  authorized  by  the  same  act,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  Indians  at  the  distribution 
of  annuities,  while  on  visits  of  business  with  the  superintendents 
and  agents,  and  when  assembled  on  public  business,  eleven 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  necessary  buildings  required  at  the  several  agencies, 
and  repairs  thereof,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  postage,  stationery,  rent,  and  fuel,  for  offices,  as  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  contuigencies,  Indian  Department,  four  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  SIX  NATIONS  OP  INDIANS  IN  NEW  YORK. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fixth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  eleventh  of  November,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Por  the  annuity  to  the  young  king,  a  chief  for  life,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  tho  act  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six,  two  hundred  dollars. 


TO  THE  SENEGAS  OP  NEW  YORK. 

Por  tlie  permanent  annuity,  in  lieu  of  interest  on  stock,  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act  of  the  nineteenth  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  six  thousand  dollars. 
TO  THE  OTTAWAS. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
tlie  treaty  with  them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  seventeenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seven,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Por  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  seventeenth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Por  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
tlie  treaty  of  the  29th  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  one  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  WYANDOTS. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  third  of  August,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- 
five,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  tho  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  seventeenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seven,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaties  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventeen,  and  the  seventeenth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Por  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,* 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.  for  shop,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars. 

TO  THE  WYANDOTS,  MUNSEES,  AND  DELA WARES. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them  of  the   fourth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  one  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  CHRISTIAN  INDIANS. 
For  the  permanent  dnnuity,  per  act  of  tho  thirtieth  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  four  hundred  dollars. 
TO  THE  MIAMIES. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  tliem,  of  the  twenty-third  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-si.Y,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress, stipulated  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  same  treaty,  two 
Uiousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  eight  laborers,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
same  treaty,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  iron,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifly  pounds  of  steel,  and  one  thousand  pounds  of  to- 
Imicco,  stipulated  in  the  same,  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  sixth  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  miller,  in  lieu  of  a  gunsmith,  stipulated  in 
the  same,  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of  salt,  stip- 
ulated in  the  same,  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
TO  THE  EEL  RIVERS. 
Por  the  pennanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
tlie  treaty  with  them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  five  hundred  dollars. 

Por  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-first  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
five,  two  hundred  and  fifly  dollars. 

Por  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  and  sepa- 
rate article  of  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninei  three  hundred  and  fifly  dollars. 
TO  THE  POTPAWATAMIES. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  one  ihnusemd  dollars. 

Por  the  purchase  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  seventh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  three,  one 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine,  five  hundred  dollars. 
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For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  second  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treatyoftwenty-ninih  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  sixteenth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
six,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  duringthe  pleasure  of  Congress, 
stipulated  in  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  stipulated  in  the  same,two 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  mill.er,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  sixteenth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
six,  six  hondred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  bushels  of  salt, 
stipulated  in  the  same,  three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  tlie  twentieth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  two  thousand  dollars* 

For  the  limited  annuities,  stipulated  in  the  same,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress, stipulated  in  the  same,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annuity  to  the  principal  chief,  for  life,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  stipulated 
in  the  same,  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  three  laborers,  stipulated  in  the  same,  three 
hundred  aii(i  sixty  dollars. 

TO  THE  POTTAWATAMIES  OF  HURON. 

For  the  perman^t  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  seventeenth  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seve^,  fj^ur  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  POTTAWATAMIES  OF  THE  PRAIRIE, 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twentieth  October,  eighteen  himdred  and 
thirty-two,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annuity  ofthree  chiefi!,  for  life,  stipulated  in  the  same, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  POTTAWATAMIES  OF  THE  WABASH. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty -sixth  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  POTTAWATAMIES  OF  INDIANA. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress, stipulated  in  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
with  them,  of  the  tenth  nf  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-four, one  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  CHIPPEWAS,  Om  AWAS,  AND  POTTAWA- 
TAMIES. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-ninth 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  <fcc.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  tlie  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  fidy  barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  same, 
two  hundred  and  fifly  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the 
supplement  to  the  said  treaty,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  said  trea- 
ty, to  four  chiefs,  for  life,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 


TO  THE  WINNEBAGOES. 

For  the  limited  annuities,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treat)^  with  them,  of  first  of  August,  eighteen  Irandred  and 
twenty-nine,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  fifty  barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  same, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  ofthree  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  stipu- 
lated in  the  Mjl^V)  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Bdpport  of  three  blacksmiths  and  assistant,  etipaUicd 
in  the  third  article  of  the  same,  two  thousand  one  hundred  anj 
sixty  dollars. 

For  iron,  steel,  dkc.  six  hundred  and  sixty  doIlaFs. 

For  the  pay  of  laborers  and  for  oxen,  stipulated  in  the  ssme, 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two, ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  education,  atiptdated  in  the  ^Moth  arti'cU 
of  the  same,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  six  agriculturists  and  porebase  o(  oxen 
ploughs,  and  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  ax- 
tide  of  the  same,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of  v.- 
bacco,  stipulated  in  the  same,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  services  of  two  physicianf«,  stipalated  in  the  s&isf, 
four  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  MENOMONEES. 

For  the  support  of  five  farmers  and  five  females,  bonse-keep- 
ers,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with  them,  & 
the  fifth  of  February,  eighteen  himdred  and  Uiirty-<me,  fcs 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  miller,  stipulated  in  the  same,  six  b:zB- 
dred  dolhurs. 

For  tlie  support  of  three  blacksmiths  and  assistant,  sf  ipnlatt d 
in  the  same,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollare. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  <S^.,  six  hundred  and  szi*7 
dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  same,  six  thoourl 
dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  fifbi  ankle  d 
the  same,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions,  stipulated  in  the  sixth  anif!i 
of  the  same,  one  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  CHIPPEWAS. 

For  the  permanent  annuity  stipulated  in  the  foorth  article  d 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  third  of  August,  sercnteen  himdred 
and  ninety-five,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  at  Mkh^im&af.- 
kinac,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.,  two  hundred  and  twei^r 
dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  dt 
the  treaty  of  tlic  seventeenth  of  November,  eighteen  hasdr*^ 
and  seven,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  roorth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  September,  eij^hteen  hnndr^f 
and  nineteen,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  at  Saginaw,  and  for  fanaia^ 
utensils  and  cattle,  and  for  the  employment  of  pen^ofns  to  aid  th«a 
in  agriculture,  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  eigh'etc 
hundred  and  twenty,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  C<»- 
gress,  stipulated  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fifth  of 
August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,  oue  thousand  dollars 

TO  THE  CHIPPEWAS,  MENOMONEES.  WINNEBA- 
GOES, AND  NEW  YORK  INDIANS. 

For  the  purposes  of  eduration,  during  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress, stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  them,  cd 
the  eleventh  of  August,  eighteen  hmidred  and  twenty  seTe b 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  SIOUX  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  th« 
treaty  with  them,  of  tlie  fifleenth  of  July,  eighteen  hnndrcd  a&i 
thirty,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purahase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.,  two  hondred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  implements^  stipulated  in  the  nme,  yereB 
hundred  dollars. 
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TO  THE  YANCTON  AND  SANTIB  BANDS. 

For  the  limited  aanaity,  etipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  Julyi  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  supportof  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  ^.,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollarB. 

For  agricultural  implement<i,  stipulated  in  the  same,  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

TO  THE  OMAHAS. 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  two  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac,  tvro  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

Foragricaknral  implements,  stipulated  in  thr  same,  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

TO  THE  SAGS  OF  MISSOURI. 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  dc.,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  same,  two  hun- 
dred dollars. 

TO  THE  SACS. 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  three  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  FOXES. 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  three  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  lOWAYS. 
For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  fourth  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  same,  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  an  assistant  blacksmith,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  » 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  &c.,  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  same,  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

TO  THE  SACS  AND  POXES. 
For  the  permanent  annuity  stipulsted  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them  of  the  third  of  November,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fqor,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars* 
For  the  pttrchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  same,  sixty 
dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-first  of  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  end  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  Ibarth  article  of  the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
For  the  ptirchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  forty  barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  same, 
ivro  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  forty  kegs  of  tobacco,  stipulated  in  the 
lame,  four  hundred  dollars :  Provided^  That  Qnaseuecowa*s 
}and  of  said  nation  shall  receive  their  proportion  of  the  annuity 
It  Fort  Leavenworth. 

TO  THE  SACS,  FOXES,  AND  lOWAYS. 
For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  fifteentn  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty,  \hree  thousand  dollars. 


TO  THE  OTTOES  AND  MISSOURIAS. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  same,  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-first  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  two  farmers,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  same,  one  thoussnd  two  hundred  dollars. 
TO  THE  KANZAS. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  assistance,  stipulated  in  the  same,  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  OSAOBS. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  tlie 
treaty  with  them  of  the  tenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eight,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them  of  the  second  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty -five,  seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  agricultural  assistance,  stipulated  in  the  same,  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  KICKAPOOS. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenl^-fourtfa  of  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith's  establishment,  stipulated  in 
the  fifth  article  of  the  same,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  seventh  article 
of|he  same,  five  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  KASKASKIAS  AND  PEORIAS. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-seventh  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Fer  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  sixth  article  of 
the  same,  fifty  dollars. 

TO  THE  KASKASKIAS,  PEORIAS,  WEAS,    AND  PIAN- 
KESHAWS. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  seven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

TO  THE  PIANKESHAWS. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipolated  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fire,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  agricultural  implements  stipulated  in  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  five  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  WEAS. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  second  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  three  thousand  dollars. 

TO  THE  DELAWARES. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them  of  the  third  of  August,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  salt,  Stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  seventh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  three,  one 
hundred  dollars. 
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For  the  permanent  annuity,  attpulated  in  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine,  fife  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  third  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen, foor  thooMod  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blackamith  and  asaistant,  stipulated  in  the 
aizth  article  of  the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  aupplemental 
treaty  of  the  fourteenth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,  one  thouaani  dollars. 

For  the  annuity  lo  three  chiefs,  stipulated  in  the  supplemental 
treaty  of  the  twenty-aixth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and^ 
thirty-two,  three  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  SHAWANEBS. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  third  of  August,  seventeen  huudred 
and  Qinety-five,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  salt,  stipulated  in  tlie  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  seventh  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  three,  sixty 
dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  aeventeen,  two  thouaand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  seventh  of  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  aeven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.,  two  hundred  ahd  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blackamith  and  assisUnt,  stipulated  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  eighth  of  August,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  annuities  secured  lo  the  Shawanee  Indians 
by  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-two, deducting  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dol- 
lars paid  to  said  Indiana,  and  including  the  annuities  under  this 
act,  from  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two  to  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  inclusive,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fortyone  dollars. 

TO  THE  SHAWANEBS  AND  DELAWARES. 
For  the  support  of  a  miller,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-aixth  of  October,   eighteen 
hundred  tnd  thirty-two,  five  hundred  dollars. 
TO  THE  SHAWANEBS  AND  SENEGAS  OP  LEWIS- 
TOWN. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  seventeenth  of  September, eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  one  thouaand  doUara. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twentieth  of  Jul?,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty -one,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

TO  THE  SENEGAS  OP  LEWISTOWN. 
For  the  permanenLannuity,  atipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-ninth   of  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  aeventeen,  and  the  seventeenth  of  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  one  thouaand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  atipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  tbirty-cme,  seven  huncUred  and  twenty 
dollars.  ' 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  miller,  stipulated  in  the  same,  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

TO  THE  GHOGTAWS. 
For  the  annuity,  daring  the  pleasure  of  the  United  S^tes, 
stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  Ueaty  with  them,  of  the 
aeventeenth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  one,  two  thou- 
aand dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  atipulated  in  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  aixteenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  five,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  atipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
bixteen,  six  thousand  dollars. 


For  the  permanent  annuity,  atipulated  in  the  thirteenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  the  eighteenth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty,  aix  huudred  dollars. 

For  annuity  to  a  chief,  stipulated  in  the  fourteenth  article  of 
the  same,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  atipulated  in  the  aecood  article  oi 
the  treaty  of  the  twentieth  of  January,  eighteen  hoodred  and 
twenty-five,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
same,  six  thousand  dollan. 

For  annuity  to  a  chief,  stipulated  in  the  tenth  article  of  the 
aame,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  seventeenth  articl<* 
of  the  treatjr  of  the  twenty -aevenih  of  September,  eighteen  haa- 
dred  and  thirty,  twenty  thouaand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  education,  atipulated  in  the  twentieth  ar- 
ticle of  the  aame,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  three  blacksmiths  and  aaaiaiaBta,  atipulated 
in  the  same,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  six  hundred  and  aixfy 
dollars. 

For  the  annuity  to  the  chief,  atipulated  in  the  fifteenth  article 
of  the  same,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  annuity  to  warriora,  stipulated  in  the  same,  fire  hundred 
dollars. 

TO  THE  GHIGKASAWS. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  as  provided  for  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-fifth  of  February,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-niae, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  second  anicl« 
of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  eight«ea 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  three  thouaand  dollars. 
TO  THE  GREEKS. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  atipulated  in  the  fourth  article  oi 
the  treaty  yrith  them,  of  the  seventh  of  August,  seventeen  hon* 
dred  and  ninety,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dolUra. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  atipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  sixteenth  of*^  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  two, 
three  thouaand  dollars. 

TO  THE  GREEKS  EAST. 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  eighth  article  of  die 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty -fourth  of  Blarch,  eighteen  hon- 
dred  and  thirty-two,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blackamith  and  assistant,  atipnlnted  in  the 
thirteenth  article  of  the  same,  aeven  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenxy 
dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  thineenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  same,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annuity  to  three  chiefs,  stipulated  in  the  eleventh  ar- 
ticle of  the  aame,  four  hundred  dollars. 

TO  THE  GREEKS  WEST. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-six,  twenty  thouaand  dollan. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
ci^th  article  of  the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  doUarF. 

For  the  purchaae  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

Fur  the  support  of  a  wheelwright,  stipulated  in  the  aame,  sU 
hundred  dollars. 

For  agricultural  implemenU,  stipulated  in  the  eighth  article 
of  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fourteenth  of  Febniary,  eigfaxees 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  ^.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  wheelwright,  or  wagon  maker,  stipulated 
in  the  aame,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purpoaea  of  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident, stipulated  in  the  aame,  one  thouaand  dollars. 
TO  THE  GHEROKEES. 
For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  and  sixth 
articlea  of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  aixth  of  June,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  aecond  of  October,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred 
and  four,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  ot 
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the  treaty  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
five,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  interest  on  an  annuity  of  one  tliousand 
dollarsj  secured  to  the  Chcrokces  by  the  treaty  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  and  which  was  not 
paid  till  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty -five,  twelve 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  in  the 
Fame  mann6rand  in  the  same  proportions  to  the  Cherokecs  east 
and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  that  the  annuity  itself  is  payable. 
TO  THB.dUAPAWS. 
For  the  purposes  of  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Pre- 
sident, stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  tlic  treaty  with  them,  of 
the  thirteenth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  thirteenth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  same,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  two  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  farmer,  stipulated  in  the  same,  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

TO  THE  FLORIDA  INDIANS. 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  with  them,  of  the  eighteenthof  September,  eighteen  bun- 
dled and  twenty-three,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  support  of  a  blacksmith's  establishment,  stipulated  in 
t  he  sixth  article  of  the  same,  one  thousand  dullars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  same,  one 
thousand  dollars  :  Provided,  however,  That  no  part  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  Florida  Indians  shall  be  paid  to  any  Indians 
who  have  been  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the  United  StaleH, 
unit* PS  in  such  change  of  circumstances  as  may  induce  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  same  to  be  paid. 
TO  THE  PAWNEES. 
For  the  limited  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treuty  witlithem,  of  the  ninth  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of 
the  same,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  two  blacksmiths'  establishments,  stipulat- 
ed in  the  sixth  article  of  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  tht:  support  of  four  farmers,  stipulated  m  the  seventh  arti- 
c  Ic  of  the  same,  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
TO  THE  CHEROKEES  WEST. 
For  the  purposes  of  education,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  sixth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  two  tliousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  four  blacksmiths  and  assistants,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with  them,  of  the  fourteenth 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  Ac.  eight  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars. 

For  the  support  of  a  wagon  maker  and  a  wheelwright,  stipu- 
lated in  the  same,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  tlie  expenses 'of  transportation  and  distribution  of  annui- 
ties, salt,  agricultural  implements,  tobacco,  tools,  Ac.  and  other 
iiirid«;ntal  expenses,  twenty-nine  thousand  fi.ve  hundred  dollars. 
P\>r  carrying  into  effect  certain  stipulations  in  the  treaties 
concluded  with  the  Senecas  of  Sandusky  on  the  twenty-eighth 
F'cbruary,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  with  the  Senecas 
and  SLawanees  on  the  twentieth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-one,  and  with  the  Shawanees  on  the  eighth  August,  eigli- 
tnrn  hundred  and  thirty -one,  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-five 
dollars  and  sixty-two  cents. 

For  expenses  attending  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Orcoks  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  in  relation  to  locating  reservations  and  certifying  con- 
tracts, seven  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  expenses  attending  the  execution  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Choctaws,  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  in  rela- 
tion to  locating  reservations,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  (JT  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  made  with 
ttie  C^do  Indians  on  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

To  defray  tiie  expense    of  removing  the  Winnebago  Indians 
who  reside  fouth  of  the  Wisconsin  to  the  "  neutral  ground,"  or 
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such  other  place  as  may  be  assigned  by  treaty,  and  for  their  sub- 
sistence for  five  montlis,  forty  thousand  dollars:  Provided,  at- 
waya^  That  no  part  of  said  sum  of  money  shall  be  used  unless 
the  said  Indians  will  agree  to  remove,and  actually  do  remove,  to 
a  country  to  be  assigned  to  them  on  the  southwest  side  of  the 
river  Missouri. 

To  defray  the  expense  of  holding  treaties  with  the  Indians  in 
the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  Indians  within  the  State  of  New  York, 
the  Winnebagocs  north  and  south  of  the  Wisconsin,  and  with 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes  north  of  Mi8souri,twenty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Ghippewas  of  Saginaw,  five 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars  :  Provided,  That  the  compensa- 
tion to  the  commissioners  for  holding  said  treaties  shall  be  a  per 
diem  allowance  only. 

For  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  rifles  for  the  Poltawata- 
wies,  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Ross  delegation  of  twenty  Chero- 
kecs, thirteen  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  John  Martin. 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  Richard  Field,  a  Cherokee  Indian, 
who  attended  at  the  seat  of  Government,  at  the  request  of  an 
agent  of  the  Government,  in  the  winter  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-four-tliirty-five,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  three  delegates  from  the  Seneca  nation  of 
Indians  who  have  attended  at  Washington  during  the  present 
winter,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  removal  of  twenty-one  thousand  Creek  Indians,  and 
their  subsistence  for  one  year,  including  subsistence  of  those  re- 
cently removed,  in  addition  to  the  balance  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  thousand  dollars  of  former  appropriations,  one  million 
and  twenty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  :  Pro- 
vided, always.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  make  any  contract 
with  any  person  or  persons  for  the  removal  of  said  Indians,  or 
any  part  of  them,  at  the  expense  of  any  individual  or  individuals, 
except  such  contract  is  made  in  pursuance  of  reasonable  notice, 
publicly  given,  and  with  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  have 
offered  the  most  favorable  terms  to  the  Government. 

For  the  removal  of  Seminole  Indians,  and  their  subsistence 
for  one  year,  in  addition  to  a  balance  of  thirty-three  thousand 
dollars  for  former  appropriations,  one  hundred  thousand  dullars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  Indian  tribes  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tinguishing the  Indian  title  to  the  territory  between  the  Slate  of 
Missouri  and  the  Missouri  river,  two  thousand  dollars. 

To  defray  tlie  expenses  of  a  delegation  of  the  Pottawatamia 
Indians,  on  a  visit  to  Washington  €>ity,  two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  'enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  be,  and  ho  is  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  the  accounts  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  third 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  to  be  closed,  by  trans- 
ferring from  the  appropriation  therein  made  for  defraying  tlie 
expenses  of  treating  with  the  Indians  to  the  appropriation  for 
"  making  the  road  from  the  western  frontier  of  Missouri  to  the 
confines  of  New  Mexico"  such  amount  as  may  be  necessary  for 
this  purpose. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow  and  pay  to  David 
Brearly,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  amount  charged  to  his  account  and  accounted  for  by 
him  on  a  draft  drawn  by  him  on  the  War  Department,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  for 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dol- 
lars and  twelve  cenis,  for  provisions  purchased  for  and  applied  to 
the  use  of  certain  emigrating  Creek  Indians. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  invest,  in  a  man- 
ner which  shall  be,  in  his  judgment,  most  safe  and  beneficial  for 
the  fund,  the  sum  of  thirty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars  and  forty  cents,  being  money  in  the  Treasuij  as 
the  proceeds  of  lands  purchased  from  the  Seneca  Indians  of  San- 
dusky, by  a  treaty  concluded  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -one,  from  the  Senecas  and  Shawa- 
nees by  a  trcoty  conpluded  on  the  twentieth  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  from  the  Shawanees  by  a  treaty 
concluded  on  the  eighth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  and  upon  which  smn  the  United  States  are,  by  stipulations 
in  the  said  treaties,  bound  to  pay  to  the  said  Indians  an  annual 
interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  centum  :  Provided,  That  the  said 
Secretary  shall  make  no  investment  of  the  said  sum,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it,  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  five  per  centum  per 
annum. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  compe- 
tent for  tlie  President  to  assign  to  the  Indian  Agent  at  Micbil^ 
mackiuac,  in  addition  to  his  proper  duties,  the  duties  ofSoperin- 
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tRn^lrnt  of  Indian  AfTnirs  for  all  ihot  dit^trtct  orcountry  heretofore 
cousiiiuiin^  ilic  Territory  of  MIfhiijoii,  aud  lying  ewt  of  the  line 
established  tis  the  eaMerii  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Wiecon- 
vin,  by  llic  actof  CongrpHSof  the  twentieth  April,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty -a  ix  :  Provided,  however ^  That  no  additional 
compensation  or  emoltimenl  shall  be  granted,  on  account  of  tlic 
Mid  duties;  and  tlie  President  may  require  the  said  agent  tore- 
bido  at  such  place,  as  he  may  tliink  fir,  within  the  said  district. 
Approved  :  June  14,  1S36. 

(No.  31.]— AN  ACT  to  establish  an  arsennl  of  construction  in 
the  StatK  of  Nortli  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  forty-fiTe  thousand  dol- 
lars be,  and  the  saiuc  is  hereby,  appropriated,  from  any  money 
in  the  Trca»uiy  not  otlierwise  appropriated,  towards  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  and  the  builduig  ot  an  arsenal  of  deposite  and 
general  construction,  near  the  town  of  Fayellevillo,  in  the  Slats 
of  North  Carolina. 

Approved,  June  H,  1836. 

[No.  32.]— AN  ACT  repealing  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  "  Act 
to  incorporate   the    subscribers  to  the   Bank   of  the   United 
^Slale9,*   approved  April  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 
Beit  enacted,  <$*c.  That  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  act  en- 
tilled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  lothe  Bank  of  tlie 
United  Slates,"  approved  April  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  six- 
teen, shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  June  15,  1836. 

[No.  33.]— AN  ACT  to  divide  the  Green  Bay  land  district  in 
Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  if-c.  That  the  country  ou  the  western  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan,  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  Green  Bay 
land  district,  as  e8tAblii>hed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  twen- 
ty-sixth day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  hlinll  be, 
and  is  hereby,  divided  by  a  line  commencing  on  the  western 
boundary  of  said  district,  and  running  thence,  cast,  between 
townsbipi  ten  and  eleven  north,  to  the  line  between  ranges  se- 
venteen and  eighteen  cast;  thence,  north,  between  said  ranges 
of  townships,  to  the  line  between  townships  twelve  and  thirteen 
north;  ilicncc,  cast,  betvveen  said  townships  twelve  and  thiiteen, 
to  Lake  Michigan;  and  all  the  country  bounded  north  by  the  divi- 
sion line  here  described,  south  by  the  base  line,  east  by  Luke 
Michigan,  and  west  by  the  division  line  between  ranges  eight 
and  nine  east,  i>hall  constitute  a  separate  district,  and  be  called 
the  Milwatky  land  district. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  two  additional  dis- 
tricts shall  be,  and  arc  hereby,  established  in  the  peninsula  of 
Michigan,  one  to  be  called  tlie  Grand  river,  and  the  oilier  the 
Saginaw,  laud  district,  the  former  of  which  shall  he  bounded  as 
follows,  to  wit :  Beginning  at  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  on 
the  line  between  townships  tliree  and  four  north,  and  running 
east  on  said  line  to  the  line  between  ranges  number  six  and  seven 
west  of  the  principal  nieridiun }  thence  on  said  range  line  south, 
to  the  baseline  of  the  public  surveys;  thence  on  said  base  line 
east,  to  the  principal  meridian  line  ;  thence  north  on  said  merid- 
ian, to  Ihe  north  boundary  of  township  ten  north  ;  thence  wfrst 
on  tlie  line  between  townships  ten  and  eleven  north,  to  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  range  two  west ;  and  thence  north,  following 
the  line  between  ranges  two  and  Uirec  west,  so  as  to  include  all 
that  portion  of  the  penini<ula  of  Michigan  lying  west  of  said  line. 
The  Saginaw  di^stnct  shall  embrace  all  the  tract  of  country 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Grand  river  district  aforesaid;  on 
the  south  by  the  division  line  between  townships  number  five 
und  six,  north  of  the  base  line;  on  the  ca.st  by  the  dtviMion  line 
between  ranges  eleven  and  twelve,  east  of  the  principal  merid- 
ian ;  and  on  the  north  and  northeast  by  Sagiuaw  bay  and  I^ake 
Huron. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  each  of  all  the 
afore^id  districts  there  shall  be  appointed  a  register  and  re- 
ceiver, whn  shall  reside  and  superintend  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  at  such  place,  in  each  respective  district,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may  designate.  They  shMll  give  security 
in  the  same  manner  and  in  the  same  sums,  and  their  compeusa* 
tion,  emoluments,  duty,  and  authority  shall,  in  every  respect, 
be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  which  may  be  disposed  of 
at  their  offices,  as  aie,  or  may  be,  provided  by  law  relative  to  the 
registers  and  receivers  of  public  money  in  the  seveial  offices 
established  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  done, 
to  cause  the  proper  plats  of  the  surveys  of  the  said  districts  to 


be  deposited  in  the  land  offices  intended  for  them,  respectively  ; 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  allow  and  pay  out  of  the  proceed-^ 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  the  reasonable  expenses  which 
may  be  incurred  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  a'f. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  lands  which 
were  ceded  to  the  United  Slates  by  the  treaty  made  wi'iji  the 
confederated  tribes  of  Sac  and  Pox  Indians  V  Port  Amstrooir, 
in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  on  the  twenty-first  diiV  of  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -two,  be,  and  the  same  nre  hereby, 
attached  to,  and  made  a  part  of,  tlie  Wisconsin  land  disArkt,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan;  and  that  said  lauds  shall  be  liable  \<> 
be  surveyed  and  sold  at  Mineral  Point,  or  wherever  tbe  Presi- 
dent may  direct,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  pubjfc  iaodii  af 
the  district. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted-.  That  this  act  rhali  lake 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  aAcr  the  first  day  of  Au^iut 
next. 

Approved,  June  13,  1336. 

[No.  31.]— AN  ACT  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  liue  of 
the  Slalc  of  Ohin,  and  to  provide  for  tlie  admission  of  the 
Sute  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  upon  the  coudilions  there m 
expressed. 

Beit  enacted,  <f«c.  That  the  northern  boimdary  line  of  thr 
Sute  of  Ohio  shall  be  established  at,  and  shall  be  a  direct  Im? 
drawn  from  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  lo  th» 
most  northerly  cape  of  the  Maumce  (Miami)  bay,  afler  that  liu-, 
BO  drawn,  ahall  intersect  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  Su*' 
of  Indiana ;  and  from  the  said  north  cape  of  the  said  bay,  norl.- 
east  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  Unhed  States  and  fit 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  in  Lake  Erie  ;  and  titence  with  tht 
said  last  mcntiimed  line,  to  its  intencction  wiili  the  western  line 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  jurther  enacted,  That  ihe  Constitution  as:) 
State  Government  which  the  People  of  Michigan  bare  foimed 
for  themselves  bo,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  accepted,  ratif:ed, 
and  confirmed  ;  and  that  the  said  State  of  Michigan  shall  be,  anrf 
is  hereby,  declared  to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  Amerit-2, 
and  in  hereby  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  foetuif 
with  the  origmal  Stdte«,  in  all  respects  whatsoever  :  Jhvrieted, 
alteayB,  and  thii  admission  is  upon  the  express  eanditioTf. 
That  the  said  State  shall  consist  of  and  have  jurisdiction  over  dll 
tlie  territory  included  within  the  following  boundarie*,  and  r>rrr 
none  other,  to  wit :  Beginning  at  the  point  where  the  abore-^^- 
scribed  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio  interaectb  i^e 
eastern  boundary  of  the  ^te  of  Indiana,  and  runninif  thence 
with  the  said  boundary  line  of  Ohio^  as  dcecribed  in  the  tr.t 
sertion  of  this  act,  until  it  intersects  the  boundary  line  befRt-cn 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  in  Lake  Eric ;  thence,  with  tlie 
said  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canais. 
through  the  Detroit  river.  Lake  Huron,  and  Lake  Saperioc,  tr  i 
point  where  the  said  line  last  touches  Lake  Superior  ;  thencr. 
in  a  direct  line  through  Lake  Superior,  to  the  month  of  the  Mon- 
treal river  ;  Uience,  through  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  o' 
the  said  river  Montreal,  to  the  middle  of  the  Lako  of  Ihe  IV^ezt ; 
thence,  in  a  direct  line,  to  the  nearest  head  water  of  the  Meu;>- 
monie  river  ;  thence,  through  Ihe  middle  of  that  Tork  of  the  lai  I 
river  first  touched  by  tlie  said  line,  to  the  main  channel  f*f  i^c 
said  Menomunie  river;  thence,  do>\n  the  centre  of  the  ma>Q 
channel  of  the  same,  to  the  centre  of  the  most  usual  ship  chzsi- 
nel  of  the  Green  hay  of  I^ake  Michigan  ;  thence,  through  the 
centre  of  the  most  usual  ship  channel  of  the  said  bay,  to  the  wr^- 
die  of  Lake  Michigan;  thence,  through  the  middle  of  Lsk<^ 
Michigan,  to  the  northern  bonndary  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  a. 
that  line  was  established  by  ihe  act  of  Congress  of  the  nineteen!^ 
of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen ;  thence,  due  east  ni'li 
the  north  boundary  line  of  the  said  Sute  of  Indiana,  to  the  n»i  i]  ■ 
east  corner  thereof;  and  thence  south,  with  the  ea^t  boundar> 
line  of  Indiana,  to  lhej)lace  of  beginning. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  l^hat,  as  a  complian:r 
with  tlie  fundoroental  condition  of  admifrtiion  contained  in  tl>« 
last  preceding  section  of  this  act,  the  boundaries  of  the  said  Su'< 
of  Michigan,  as  in  that  section  described,  declared,  and  e>u- 
blished,  shall  receive  the  acsent  of  a  couventiou  of  delc^'a'r> 
elected  by  tlie  People  of  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  givisj 
the  assent  herein  required ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  asseni  bereu 
required  shall  be  given,  the  President  of  the  United  States  ::h?li 
announce  the  same  by  proclamation;  and  thereupon,  anj  v^'t  t- 
out  any  further  proceeding  on  the  part  of  CGngress,  the  adiu.!  - 
sion  of  the  said  Sute  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  Unite  J*  i^'p* 
of  America,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Sute:»  iu  -1 
respects  whatever,  ehall  be  considered  ns  complete,  and  tw 
Seuators  uud  Representative  who  have  been  elected  by  the  sa:i 
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Stale  as  its  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  entitled  to  uke  their  seats  in  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representative!!,  respectively,  without  further  delay. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  Ufttrtker  tnaeted^  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained,  or  in  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  as 
vne  of  the  United  States  of  America,  upon  an  equal  footin;^  «'ith 
the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever,  shall  b?  so  construed 
or  understood  as  to  confer  upon  the  People,  Legislature,  or  other 
authorities  of  the  said  State  of  Michigan  any  authority  or  right 
10  interfere  with  tlie  sale,  by  the  United  States,  and  under  their 
authority,  of  the  vacant  and  unsold  lands  within  the  limits  of  the 
said  State,  but  that  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  inter- 
e»is  wliich  may  be  given  to  the  said  State  therein,  shall  be  regu- 
lated by  future  action  between  Congress,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  said  State,  or  the  authorities  thereof.* 
And  the  said  State  of  Michigan  shall  in  no  case,  and  under  no 
pretence  whatsoever,  impose  any  tax,  assessment,  or  imposition 
of  any  description  upon  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
within  its  limits. 

Approved,  June  15,  1S36. 

[No.  3r>,J— AN  ACT  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  same,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Whereas  tlie  people  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  did,  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  in  the  present  year,  by  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates,  called  and  assembled  for  that  purpose,  form 
for  themselves  a  Constitution  and  State  Grovemment, which  Con- 
stitution and  State  Government,  so  formed,  is  republican  :  and 
whereas  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  said  Territoiy  ex- 
ceeds forty-seven  thousand  seven  hundried  persons,  computed 
according  to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  said  convention  have,  in  their  behalf,  asked 
the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  to  admit  the  said  Territory 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  on  an  equal  footing  with  tlie  original 
States : 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.  Tliat  the  State  of  Arkansas  shall  be  one, 
on.  I  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  Sutes  in  ail  respects  whatever ;  and  the  said  State  shall 
consist  of  all  the  territory  included  within  the  following  boun- 
daries to  wit :  Beginning  in  the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  on  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  north  latitude,  run- 
ning from  thence  west,  with  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the 
Saint  Francis  river  ;  thence  up  the  middle  of  the  main  channel 
of  said  river  to  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes 
north  ;  from  thence  west  to  the  southwest  corner  of  ihe  State  of 
Missouri ;  and  from  tlience,  to  be  bounded  on  the  west,  to  the 
north  bank  of  Bed  river,  by  the  lines  described  in  the  first  arti- 
cle ol  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians  west  of  the  Miflsia8ippi,made  and  concluded  at 
the  city  of  Washington,  on  tlie  twenty-sixth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight ; 
a  iJ  to  be  bounded  on  the  south  side  of  Red  river  by  the  Mexican 
boundary  line,  to  the  nortliwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ; 
thence  east,  with  the  Louisiana  State  line,  to  the  middle  of  the 
inuin  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river  ;  thence  up  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  river,  to  tJic  thirty-sixth  degree  of 
north  latitude,  the  point  of  beginning. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaciedj  That  until  the  next  gen- 
eral census  shall  be  taken,  the  said  Slate  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
representative  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  United 
S  atps. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the  laws  of  the 
LUiited  States,  which  are  not  locally  inopplicable,  shall  have  the 
fame  force  and  effect  within  the  said  State  of  Arkansas,  as  else- 
where within  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  State  shall 
be  one  judicial  district,  ond  be  called  the  Arkansas  district;  and 
a  district  court  shall  beheld  therein,  to  consist  of  one  judge, 
wr-liu  shall  reside  in  the  said  district,  and  be  called  a  district 
jnJfi^e.  He  shall  hold  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  said 
Static  two  sessions  annually,  on  the  first  Mondays  of  April  and 
November ;  and  he  shall,  in  all  things,  have  and  exercise  the 
K  a  me  jurisdiction  and  powers  which  were,  by  law,  given  to  the 
juJ.^e  of  the  Kentucky  district,  under  an  net  entitled  "An  act 
t.>  e-atabli.«h  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States.'*  He  phall 
appoint  a  clerk  for  the  said  district  court,  who  shall  reside  and 
keep  the  records  of  the  couil  at  the  place  of  holding  the  same ; 
ai)  J  kUsII  receive  fur  the  services  performed  by  hiui  the  same 
feeB  to  which  the  clerk  of  the  Kentucky  district  is  entitled  for 
si ruilar  services. 


Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  the  judge  of  the  said  district  court  the  annual  compensation 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  his  ap- 
pointment, to  be  paid  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  6.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  bo  ap- 
pointed in  tlie  said  district  a  person  learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as 
attorney  for  tlic  United  States,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated 
fees,  be  paid  by  the  United  Stales  two  hundred  dollars,  as  a  full 
compensation  for  all  extra  services. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  marshal  8hall  be 
appointed  for  the  said  district,  who  shall  perform  the  same  du- 
ties, be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  fetjs,  as  are  prescribed  to  marshals  in  other  dis- 
trict ;  and  he  bhall,  moreover,  be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  onnually,  os  a  compensation  for  all  extra  services. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Stale  of  Ar- 
kansas is  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  the  express  condition 
that  the  people  of  said  State  shall  never  interfere  with  the  prima- 
ry disposal  of  the  public  lands  within  tlie  said  State,  nor  shall 
they  levy  a  tax  on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within 
the  said  State  ;  and  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  as  an 
assent  by  Congress^o  all  or  to  any  of  the  proposhions  contained 
in  the  ordinance  of  the  said  convention  of  the  people  of  Arkan- 
sas, nor  to  deprive  the  said  State  ofArkansas  of  the  same  grants, 
subject  to  the  same  restrictions,  which  were  mode  to  the  State 
of  Missouri  by  virtue  of  on  act  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State 
Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit  sla- 
very in  certain  Territories,"  approved  the  sixth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Approved,  June  15,  1836. 

[No.  7.]— REiSOLUTION  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
weights  and  maasures. 

Resolved,  <f»c.  That  the  Secretary  *of  the  Treasury  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  a  complete  set  of  all  the  weights 
and  measures  adopted  as  standards,  and  now  either  made  or  in 
the  progress  of  manufacture,  for  the  use  of  the  several  custom- 
houses, and  for  other  purpose',  to  be  delivered  to  the  Governor 
of  each  State  in  the  Union,  or  such  person  as  he  may  appoint, 
for  the  use  of  the  States,  respectively,  to  the  end  that  a  uniform 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  may  be  established  thronghoiit 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  June  K,  183C. 

fNo.  3G.] — AN  ACT  to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money. 
Be  it  enacted,  tf^c.  Tliatit  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  select  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable,  and  em- 
ploy as  the  depositories  of  the  money  of  the  United  States,  such 
of  the  banks  incorporated  by  the  several  Stalei>,  by  Congress 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  by  the  Legislative  Councils  of 
the  respective  Territories  for  those  Territories,  as  may  be  locat- 
ed at,  adjacent  or  convenient  to,  the  points  or  places  at  which 
the  revenues  may  be  collected  or  disbursed;  and  in  those  States, 
Territories,  or  Difctricts  in  which  there  are  are  no  hanks,  or  in 
which  no  bank  can  bo  employed  as  a  dejiosite  bank,  and  within 
which  the  public  collections  or  disbursemenUi  require  a  deposi- 
tory, the  said  Secretary  may  moke  arrangements  with  a  bank 
or  banks,  in  some  other  State,  Territory,  or  District,  to  establish 
an  agency,  or  agencies,  in  the  States,  Territories,  or  District  so 
destitute  of  banks,  as  banks  ofdeposite;  and  to  receive  through 
such  agencies  such  deposites  of  the  public  money  as  may  be 
directed  to  be  made  at  the  points  designated,  and  to  make  such 
disbursements  as  the  public  service  may  require  at  those  points; 
the  duties  and  liabilities  of  every  bank  thus  establi.^hing  any 
such  agency  to  be  the  s.ime  in  respect  to  its  agency,  ns  are  the 
duties  and  liobilities  of  deposite  Iranks  generally,  under  the 
provisionsof  this  act :  Provided,  That  at  least  one  such  bank 
shall  be  selected  in  each  State  and  Territory,  if  any  can  be  found 
in  each  State  and  Territory  willing  to  be  employed  as  deposito- 
ries of  the  public  money,  upon  Ihe  terms  and  conditions  herein- 
after prescribed,  and  continue  to  conform  thereto;  and  that  the 
Secrc'taryof  the  Treasury  shall  not  suffer  to  remain  in  any  de- 
posite bank  an  amount  of  the  public  moneys  more  than  equal  to 
three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  actually  paid  in, 
for  a  longer  time  than  may  bo  necessary  to  enoble  him  to  make 
the  transfers  required  by  the  twelfth  section  of  this  act;  and  that 
the  banks  so  selected  shall  be,  in  his  opinion,  safe  depositories 
of  the  public  money,  and  .shall  be  willingio  undertake  to  do  and 
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perform  Ihe  several  duties  ami  services,  and  to  conform  lo  the 
several  conditions  prescribed  by  this  acu 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  at  any  point  or 
place  at  which  the  public  revenue  may  be  collected,  there  shall 
be  no  bank  located,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  in  n  safe  condttii.n,  or  where  all  the  banks  at  such 
point  or  place  sthall  fail  or  refuse  to  be  employed  as  depositories 
of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States,  or  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  prescribed  by  this  act,  or  where  such  hanks  shall  not 
have  sufficient  capital  to  become  depositories  of  the  whole  amount 
of  moneys  collected  at  such  point  or  place,  he  shall  and  may  or- 
der and  direct  the  public  money  collected  at  such  point  or  place 
to  be  deposited  in  a  bank  or  banks  in  the  same  State,  or  in  some 
one  or  more  of  the  adjacent  States,  upon  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions hereinaHier  prescribed  :  Provided^  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  Congress  at 
any  time  from  passinff  any  law  for  the  removal  of  the  public 
money  from  any  of  the  said  bonks,  or  from  changing  the  terms 
of  deposite,  or  to  prevent  the  said  banks  at  any  time  from  de- 
clining any  longer  to  be  the  depositories  of  the  public  money  up- 
on paying  over,  or  tendering  to  pay,  the  whole  amount  of  public 
moneys  on  hand,  according  to  the  terms  of  its  agreement  with 
the  said  Secretary. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  bank  shall  here- 
afler  be  selected  and  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
as  a  depository  of  the  public  money  until  such  bank  shall  have 
first  furnished  to  the  said  Secretary  a  statement  of  its  condition 
and  business,  a  list  of  its  directors,  the  current  price  of  its  stock, 
and  also  a  copy  of  its  charter ;  and  likewise,  such  other  informa- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the  safety  of 
its  condition. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enactedf  Thot  the  said  banks,  be- 
fore they  shall  be  employed  as  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money,  shall  agree  to  receive  the  same  upon  the  following  terms 
and  conditions,  vix. 

Pirst.  E/BLch  bank  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  exceed- 
ing once  a  week,  statements  setting  forth  its  condition  and  busi- 
ness, as  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  section  of  this  act,  except 
that  such  statements  need  not,  unless  requested  by  said  Secre- 
tary, contain  a  list  of  the  directors  or  a  copy  of  the  charter.  And 
the  said  banks  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  a  weekly  statement  of 
the  condition  of  his  account  upon  their  books.  And  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasur/ shall  have  the  nghi,  by  himself,  or  an  agent 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in 
the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  statements  : 
Provided^  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of 
inspecting  the  account  of  any  private  individual  or  individuals 
with  the  bank. 

Secondly.  To  credit  as  specie  all  sums  deposited  therein  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treaaurerof  the  United  States,  and  to  pay  all 
checks,  wairants,  or  drafts  drawn  on  such  deposites,  in  specie,  if 
required  by  the  holder  thereof. 

^Thirdly.  To  give,  whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  public 
funds  from  ploce  to  place,  within  the  United  States,  and  the  Ter- 
ritories thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the 
public  creditors,  wiihoMt  charging  commissions  or  claiming  al- 
lowance on  account  of  difference  of  exchange. 

Fourthly.  To  render  lo  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
all  the  duties  and  services  heretofore  required  by  law  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  several 
branches  or  offices. 

Sec.  5.  Andbe  it  further  enacted^  That  no  bank  shall  be  se- 
lected or  continued  as  a  place  of  deposite  of  the  public  money, 
which  shall  nut  redeem  its  notes  and  bills  on  demand  in  specie  ; 
nor  shall  any  bank  he  selected  or  continued  as  aforesaid,  which 
.shall,  after  the  fourth  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eic^ht 
hundred  and  thirty-aix,  issue  or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars ;  nor  shall  the  notes  or  bills  of 
any  bank  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United 
States  which  shall,  after  the  said  fouxth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  issue  any  note  or 
bill  of  a  less  denomination  than  fivn  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  and  it  shall 
be  his  duty,  whenever  in  his  judgment  the  same  shall  be  neces- 
sary or  proper,  to  require  of  any  bank  so  selected  and  employed 
as  aforesaid,  collateral  or  additional  securities  for  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  the  public  moneys  deposited  therein,  and  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  duties  required  by  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enwtid,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 


for  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enter  into  contracts  in  the 
name  and  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  with  the  nid 
banks  so  selected  or  employed,  whereby  the  said  banks  sball 
stipulate  to  do  and  perform  the  several  duties  and  scnrices  pre- 
scribed by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  no  bank  y^hkh  Khali 
be  selected  or  employed  as  the  place  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money,  shall  be  discontinued  as  such  depository,  or  the  publitr 
money  withdrawn  therefrom,  except  for  the  causes  heremafler 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say  :  if,  at  any  time,  any  one  of  said  banks 
shall  fail  or  refuse  to  perform  any  of  said  duties,  as  prefcribvd 
by  this  act,  and  stipulated  to  be  performed  by  its  contract,  or  if 
any  of  said  banks  shall  at  any  time  refuse  to  pay  its  own  notes 
in  specie,  if  demanded,  or  shall  fail  lo  keep  in  its  vatdu  socb  aa 
smounl  of  specie  as  shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary  (^  the 
Treasury,  and  shall  be,  in  his  opihion,  necessary  to  render  the 
said  banK  a  safe  depoeitory  of  the  public  moneys,  having  due  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  business  transacted  by  the  bank ;  in 
any  and  every  such  case  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Seereiar^'  of 
the  Treasury  to  discontinue  any  such  bank  as  a  depository,  and 
withdraw  from  it  the  public  moneys  which  it  may  hold  on  depo- 
site at  the  time  of  such  discontinuance.  And  in  case  of  the  dis- 
continuance of  any  of  said  banks,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Se- 
cretory of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  Congress  immediately,  if  m 
session,  and  if  not  in  session,  then  at  the  commencement  of  its 
next  session,  the  facts  and  reasons  which  have  induced  surh 
discontinuance.  And  in  case  of  the  discontinuance  of  any  of  saiJ 
banks  as  a  place  of  deposite  of  the  pi^lic  money  for  any  of  ti»9 
causes  hereinbefore  provided,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Tieasury  to  deposite  the  money  thus  witfadravn  is 
some  other  banks  of  deposite  already  selected,  or  to  select  Fcne 
other  bank  as  a  place  of  depo«ite,  upon  the  terms  and  conditjoos 
prescribed  by  this  act.  And  in  default  of  any  bank  to  receive 
such  deposite,  the  money  thus  withdrawn  shall  be  kept  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  laws  now  ka 
force,  and  shall  be  subject  to  be  disbursed  according  to  law. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  until  the  Secmcrr 
of  the  Treasury  shall  have  selected  and  employed  the  said  banks 
as  places  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  in  conformity  to  tlt« 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  several  State  and  District  banks  ai 
present  employed  as  depositories  of  the  money  of  the  United 
States  shall  continue  to  be  the  depositoiies  afoiesaid,  upon  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  they  have  been  so  employed. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  Coi^ress,  at  the 
commencement  of  each  annual  session,  a  statement  of  the  nam- 
ber  aod  names  of  the  banks  employed  as  depositcnies  of  the 
public  money,  and  of  their  condition,  and  the  amount  of  public 
money  deposited  in  each,  as  shown  by  their  returns  at  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  if  the  selection  of  any  bank  as  a  depositorj  of  the 
public  money  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury,  while 
Congress  is  in  session,  he  shall  immediately  report  the  name 
and  condition  of  such  bank  to  Congress;  and  if  any  soch  selec- 
tion shall  be  made  during  the  recess  of  Coogrees,  be  shall  re- 
port the  same  to  Congress  during  the  first  week  of  its  next  ses- 
sion. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the 
amount  of  public  depoisites  to  the  credit  of  the  Treararer  of 
the  United  States,  in  any  bank,  shall,  for  a  whole  quarter  of  a 
year,  exceed  the  one-fourth  part  of  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stuck  of  such  bank  actually  paid  in,  the  bank  ahall  allow  aad 
pay  to  the  United  States  fur  the  use  of  the  excess  of  the  depO' 
sites  over  the  one-fourth  part  of  its  capital,  an  interest  a: 
the  rate  of  two  per  centum  per  annum,  to  be  caiculatrd, 
for  each  quarter,  upon  the  aveiage  excesses  of  the  quaxier ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury*,  &i 
the  close  of  each  quarter,  to  cause  the  amounts  oo  deposite 
in  each  deposite  bank  for  the  quarter  to  be  examined  and  as- 
certained, and  to  see  that  all  aums  of  interest  accruing  under 
the  provisions  of  this  section  are  by  the  banks  respectively  pars- 
ed to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  his  ac- 
counts with  the  respective  banks. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  warrants  or 
o:der8  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  the  public  ftinds  from  ibe 
banks  in  which  they  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be  deposited, 
to  other  banks,  whether  of  deposite  or  not,  for  the  {Mirpose  U 
accommodating  the  banks  to  which  the  transfer  may  be  madr^, 
or  to  sustain  their  credit,  or  for  any  other  purpose  whatever, 
except  it  be  to  facilitate  the  public  disbursements,  and  to  coic- 
ply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by, prohibited  and  declared  to  be  illegal ;  and  in  cases  where 
transfers  shall  be  required  for  purposes  of  equalization  uuder 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  consequence  of  too  great  an  accu- 
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inulation  of  deposites  in  any  bank,  such  transfers  shall  be  mode 
tu  the  nearest  Ueposiie  bonks  which  are  consideiedsafe  and  se- 
cure, and  which  con  receive  the  monevs  to  be  transfeired  under 
the  limitations  in  this  act  imponed :  Provided^  That  it  may  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Stoies  to  direct  transfers 
of  public  money  to  be  made  from  lime  to  time  to  tlie  mint  and 
branch  mints  of  tlie  United  State?,  for  supplying  metal  for 
coining^. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  money  which 
shall  be  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  reserving  the  sum 
of  five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several 
States,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  representation  in  tlie 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  os 
phall,  by  law,  authorise  their  Treasurers,  or  the  competent  autho- 
rities, to  receive  the  same  on  the  terms  hereinafter  specified  ; 
end  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver  tlie  same  to  such 
Treasurers,  or  other  competent  authorities,  on  receiving  certifi- 
cates of  deposite  therefor,  signed  by  such  competent  authorities, 
in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  aforesaid, 
which  certificates  shall  ozpross  the  usual  and  legal  obligations, 
and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  safe  keeping  and  repay- 
ment thereof,  and  shall  pledge  the  faith  of  the  States  receiving 
the  same  to  pay  the  said  moneys,  and  every  part  thereof,  from 
time  to  time,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  by  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  wants 
of  the  public  Treasury  beyond  the  amount  of  the  five  millions 
aforesaid:  Provided^  That  ifony  State  declines  to  receive  its 
proportion  of  the  surplus  aforesaid,  on  the  terms  before  named, 
the  same  shall  be  deposited  with  the  other  States  agreeing  to 
accept  the  same  on  deposite,  in  the  proportion  aforesaid  :  And 
provided  further^  That  when  said  money,  or  any  part  thereof, 
shall  be  wanted  by  the  said  Secretary,  to  meet  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  law,  the  same  shall  be  called  for,  in  ratable  pro- 
portions, within  one  year,  as  nearly  as  conveniently  may  be, 
from  ttie  different  States  with  which  the  same  is  deposited,  and 
shall  not  be  called  for  in  sums  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars, 
from  any  one  State,  in  any  one  month,  without  previous  notice 
of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of  920,000  which  at  any 
time  may  be  required. 

Sec.  14.  And  bt  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  depo- 
siies  shall  be  made  with  the  said  States,  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, and  at  the  following  times,  viz.  one  quarter  port  on  the  first 
day  of  Jaiiuary,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  may  be ;  one  quarter  part  on  tlie  first  day  of  April ; 
one  quarter  part  on  the  first  day  of  July;  and  one  quarter  part 
on  the  first  day  of  October,  all  in  the  same  year. 

Sec.  16.  And  beitfurther  enac<ed,Thal,  to  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  carry  into  eflTect  the  provisions  of  this  art, 
he  be  authorized  to  appoint  three  additional  clerks  for  his  De- 
partment, the  one  at  a  salary  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  dol* 
lars  per  annum,  and  the  remaining  two  at  a  salary  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  each  per  annum ;  and  to  pay  the  said  clerks  quar- 
ter-yearly, out  of  ony  money  in  the  Treasury  not  olherv^ise  op- 
propriated. 

Approved,  June  23,  1836. 

f  No.  37.] — AN  ACT  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  in  all  mattera  relating 
to  their  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  State?. 
Be  it  enacted,  4*c.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  assume 
and  exercise  the  agency  and  direction,  in  behalf  of*^  the  United 
States,  over  their  property  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
-whetherthe  same  bestanding'on  the  books  of  the  bank  in  the 
name  of  the  United  State.^,  or  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  use  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  payment 
of  navy  pensions  j  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby 
invested  with  the  authority  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  duties  of  said  agency,  by  voting  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  at  any  meetings  of  the  stockholders,  and  performing  any 
other  act  in  relation  to  the  same  which  any  stockholder  would, 
be  authorized  to  do. 

Seb.  2.  And  be  ii  further,  enacted^  That,  as  agent  of  the 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
be  furnished,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  aa  he  may  require, 
by  the  directors  of  the  Bank  >f  the  United  Statep,  or  by  the 
trustees  who  shall  have  been,  or  may  be  appointed,  either  by 
said  direcrx)rB  or  the  stockholders  of  said  bank,  or  in  their  be- 
ll alf,  or  by  such  individuals  as  may  have  the  custody,  control,  or 
possession  of  the  books  and  effects  of  the  same,  with  state- 
ments of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation 
undivided,  of  debts  due   beyond   the  same  on  account  of  Mid 


bank,  of  the  moneys  remaining  on  depo.site,  of  the  notes  of  said 
bank  outstanding,  and  of  the  specie  on  hand  on  account  of  the 
some;  and  said  Secretary  shall  h&ve  the  same  right  as  ony 
stockholder  to  inspect  and  examine,  or  cause  to  be  inspected 
and  examined,  all  such  accounts  in  the  books  of  said  bank,  or  of 
ony  trust  arising  out  of  or  holding  the  eflfects  of  said  corpora- 
tion, as  shall  relate  to  the  statements  hereby  required  to  be 
made. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  and  deposite 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  any  dividends  which  moy  be 
mode  of  the  capital  stock,  or  of  the  surplus  profits  of  said  bank. 

Sec.  4.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  receive  the  capital  stock  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  such  instalments,  and 
payable  at  such  times,  and  with  such  rates  of  interest,  as  he 
shall  see  fit  to  agree  to ;  and  also  to  settle  and  adjust  the  claim 
for  surplus  profits  accruing  on  said  capital  stock,  on  such  terms 
as  he  may  think  proper,  and  in  like  mvnner  to  receive  the 
amount  thereof  in  such  instalments,  and  payable  at  such  times 
and  with  such  rates  of  interest  as  he  may  agree  to. 

Approved,  June  23,  1836. 

[No.  38.}— AN  ACT  to  settle  and  establish  the  northern  boun- 
dary line  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f>c.  That  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  shall  be  established  by,  and  extend  to,  a  direct  line  run- 
ning from  the  southern  extieuity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  most 
northerly  cape  of  the  Miami  bay ;  thence,  northeast,  to  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States  ;  thence,  with  said 
line,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  boundary  line 
surveyed,  marked,  and  designated  ajn-ecsbly  to  "  An  act  to  au> 
tliorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  de- 
signate the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Indiana,"  approv- 
ed March  the  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  s>hali 
be  deemed  and  taken  as  the  east  and  west  line  mentioned  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  drawn  through  a  point 
ten  miles  north  of  the  southern  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  and 
shall  be  and  forever  remain  the  northern  boundary  of  said  State. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  northern  boun- 
dary line,  ascertained,  surveyed,  and  marked,  agreeably  to  a 
law  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  to  ascertain  and  mork  the  line 
between  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the  Terrftory  of  Florida,  and 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  March  second,  eiehteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  the  line  west  from  the  mid- 
dle of  Lake  Michigan,  in  north  latitude  forty-two  degrees  thirty 
minutes,  to  the  middle  of  the  Mii>sis8ippi  river,  as  defined  in  the 
act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqool 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  approved  eighteenth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  shall  be  and  forever  re- 
main the  northern  boundary  line  of  said  State. 

Approved,  June  23,  1836. 

[No.  39.}— AN  ACT  to  remove  the  Land  Office  from  Clinton  to 
Jackson,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f*c.  That  the  I^nd  Office  at  present  estab- 
lished at  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  be  hereafter  kept 
at  Jackson,  in  the  same  State. 

Approved,  June  23,  1836. 

[No.  40.]— AN  ACT  to  amend  on  net  to  grant  certain  relin- 
quished and  unappropriated  lands  to  the  State  of  Alobama,  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  tlie  navigation  of  the  Tennessee, 
Coosa,  Cahaba,  and  Blaclc  Worrior  rivers. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  second  section  of  the 
set  above  recited  as  restricts  the  State  of  Alabama  from  having  the 
power  to  sell,  dispose  of,  or  grant  the  residue  of  the  lands  grant- 
ed by  the  act,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  at  a  price  not  less 
than  the  minimum  price  of  the  public  lands,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  assent  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  given  to  any  oci  which  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  may  pass  for  imposing  a  toll  on  the  use 
of  such  parts  of  the  canal  or  canols  which  hovo  been  or  moy  be 
constructed  at  or  around  the  Muscle  and  Colbert's  shoals  of  the 
river  Tennessee  :  Provided^  Thot  such  tolls  shall  be  expended 
exclusively  on  the  said  canals,  and  shall  not  exceed  in  amount 
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the  sum  required  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  lock  tenders,  collectors,  superinlendentf,  and  mana- 
gers ;  and  that  no  part  of  this  act  shall  be  couKlnied  ax  a  repeal 
of  the  exemption  contained  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  afore- 
said act  of  the  property  ot  the  United  State?,  and  all  persons  in 
their  service,  from  any  toll  whatever:  And  provided  further  ^ 
That  an  uniiual  report  shall  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  St;itef>  of  the  rate  and  amount  of  tolls 
charged  or  collected  on  said  canals,  and  their  application. 
Approved,  June  23,  1S3G. 

[No.  41.]— AN  ACT  supplementary  to  tlie  act  entitled  "An  act 

for  the  admiiision  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  and 

to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 

Stales  within  the  same,  and  for  other  pur(t03e8." 

Be  it  enacted,  if*c.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  propositions  submitted 

to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  an  ordinance  passed  by 

the  convention  of  delegates  at  Little  Rock,  assembled  for  tlie 

purpose  of  making  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

which  are  hereby  rejected,  and  that  the  following  propositions 

be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  oflfered  lo  the  General  Assembly 

oTthe  State  of  Arkansas,  for  theit  free  acceptance  or  rejection, 

which,  if  accepted  under  the  authority  granted  to  the  General 

Assembly  for  this  purpose  by  the  convention  which  framed   the 

Constitution  of  the  said  State,  shall  be  obligotory  upon  the 

United  Slates :_ 

Pirst.  That  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every  township,  and, 
when  such  section  has  been  sold,  or  otherwise  dispost^d  oT,  other 
lands  equivalent  thereto^  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be 
gitnted  to  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  town- 
ship, for  the  use  of  schools. 

S^econd,  That  all  salt  springs,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  num- 
ber, with  six  sections  of  land  adjoining  to  each,  shall  be  granted 
to  the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  said  Slate,  the  same  to  be  select- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly  thereof,  on  or  before  the  first  doy 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty ;  and  the  same, 
when  so  selected,  to  be  used  under  such  terms,  conditions,  and 
regulations,  ait  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State  shall  direct : 
Provide  That  no  salt  spring,  the  right  whereof  is  now  vested 
in  any  individual  or  individuals,  or  which  may  hereoAer  be  con- 
firmed or  adjudged  to  any  individual  or  individualis,  shall,  by  this 
section,  be  granted  to  said  State  :  And  provided,  also.  That  the 
(xenerul  Assembly  shall  never  sell  or  lease  the  same,  at  any  one 
time,  for  a^longer  period  than  ten  years,  without  the  consent  of 
Congress  ;  ^nd  that  nothing  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress 
entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas  to  lease  the  salt  springs  in  said  Territory,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  or  in  any  other  act,  shall  be  construed  to  give  to  the 
said  State  any  further  or  other  claim  whatsoever,  to  any  salt 
springs  or  lands  adjoining  thereto,  than  to  those  hereby  granted. 
TTitrd.  That  five  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  lands  lying  within   the  said  State,  and   which  shall  be  sold 

by  Congress,   from  and  after  the day  of next,  after 

deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  reserved 
for  making  public  roads  and  canals  within  the  said  State,  under 
the  direction  of  the  General  Assembly  thereof. 

Fourth.  That  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  five  sections 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  granted  to  the  i«aid  State,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  ten  sections  which  have  already  been  granted,  for 
the  purpose  of  completing  the  public  btildings  of  the  said  State, 
at  Little  Rock ;  which  said  five  sections- shall,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  State,  be  local e<l,  at  any 
time,  in  legal  divisions  of  not  less  than  one  quarter  section,  in 
such  townships  and  ranges  as  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid 
may  select,  on  any  of  Uie  unappropriated  public  landd  of  the 
United  States  within  the  said  Slate. 

Pifth.  That  two  entire  townships  of  land  which  have  already 
been  located  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concernmga 
peminary  of  learning  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansap,"  approved 
the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven,  and  hereby  ves-ted  in  ond  confirmed  to  the  General  As- 
cembly  of  the  said  State,  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  use  of  such 
seminary  by  the  G'fneral  Assembly:  Provided,  That  the  five 
foregoing  propositions  herein  offered  are  on  the  cond'tion  that  the 
(ienerul  Assembly  or  Legislature  of  the  said  State,  by  virtue  of 
the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the  convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution  of  the  said  State,  shall  provide,  by  an  ordinance 
irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
said  General  Assembly  of  said  State  shall  never  interfere  with 
the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil  within  the  same  by  the  United 
States,  nor  with  any  re^ilations  Congress  may  find  necessary 
for  securing  the  title  in  soil  to  the  bonajide  purchasers  thereof; 
and  that  no  tax  shall  be   imposed  un  lands  the  properly  of  the 


United  States  ;  and  that  in  no  ease  phaU  aon>resident  proprietors 
be  taxed  higher  than  residents;  ond  that  the  bounty  lands 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted,  for  military  services  during 
the  late  war,  shall,  whilst  they  continue  to  be  held  by  the  pa- 
tentees or  their  heirs,  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  oxder 
or  under  tiie  authority  of  the  State,  whether  for  Stale,  countj, 
township,  or  any  other  purpose,  far  the  term  of  three  years  from 
and  after  the  date  of  the  patents  respective!}-. 
Approved,  June  23,  1636. 

[No.  42.]— AN  ACT  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to   establish   the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  Suie  of 
Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union  on  certain  conditions." 
Be  it  enacted,  (f>c.  That  in  lieu  of  the  propositions  submiurd 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  by  an  ordinance  passed  by 
the  convention  of  delegates  at  Detroit,  asaembled  lor  the  piu- 
pose  of  making  a  Constitution  for  the  State  of  RCicliigBn,  w^i'cii 
are  hereby  rejected  ;  and  that  the  following  propositions  b«,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  od'ered  to  the  Legislature  oS  the  Suie  of 
Michigan,  for  their  acceptance  or  rejection  ;  which,  if  accepted 
under  the  authority  con fct  red   on  the  said  Legislati're  by  the 
convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  said  State,  shall 
be  obligatory  upon  the  United  States: 

FHrst.  That  section  numbered  sixteen  in  every  township  of 
public  lands,  and,  where  such  section  has  been  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  and  as  c^Ati- 
guoiis  as  may  be,  shall  be  granted  to  the  State  for  the  o^e  bf 
schools. 

Second.  That  the  seventy-two  sections  of  land  aet  apart  and 
reserved  for  the  use  and  support  of  a  university  bv  an  act  of 
Congress  approved  on  Uie  twentieth  day  of  May,  et|4hteen  hoo- 
dred  and  twenty-six,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  a  semioary 
of  learning  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,"  are  hereby  graiited 
and  conveyed  to  the  State,  to  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  ose 
and  support  of  such  university,  in  such  manner  as  ihe  LegisU- 
ture  may  prescribe  :  And  provided,  also,  That  nothing  hereia 
contained  shall  he  so  construed  as  to  impair  or  affect  in  any  way 
the  rights  of  any  person  or  persons  claiming  any  of  said  f^rves- 
ty-two  sections  of  land,  under  contract  or  grant  from  said  am- 
versity. 

Third.  That  five  entire  sections  of  land,  to  be  selected  nJ 
located  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature,  in  legal  di>isiccj 
of  not  less  than  one  quarter  section,  from  any  of  the  unappD- 
priatcd  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States  within  the  saiJ 
State,  are  hereby  granted  to  the  Slate  for  the  purpose  cf  cow- 
pleting  the  public  buildings  of  Ihe  said  State,  or  for  the  erretun 
of  public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  Grovemment  of  the  taid  Staf, 
as  the  Legislature  may  determine  and  direct* 

Fourth,  That  all  salt  springs  within  the  State,  not  exordia:: 
twelve  in  number,  with  six  sections  of  land  adjoininfr,  «"  «s  c«ft- 
ttguousas  may  be  to  each,  shall  be  granted  to  the  ftaid  Slaw  for 
its  use,  the  same  lo  be  selected  by  the  legislature  thereof,  f^  cr 
before  the  fiiRt  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  (urty  ;  and  ihe 
same,  when  so  selected,  to  be  used  on  such  terii»«,c-ondi lions,  aaJ 
regulations  as  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  shall  direct ' 
Provided^  That  no  salt  spring,  the  right  whereof  is  now  vesi«^ 
in  any  individual  or  individuals,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  rca- 
firtned  or  adjudged  tn  any  individual  or  individuals,  shall,  br 
this  secti'  n,  be  granted  to  said  State :  And  provided^  o/*^ 
That  the  General  Assembly  shall  never  sell  or  lease  th**  sani^. 
at  any  one  time,  fui  a  lunger  period  than  ten  yean*,  without  ibi 
consent  of  Congress. 

Fifth.  That  five  per  rent  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  salcf  cf 
all  public  lands  lyinR  within  the  said  Slate,  which  have  l»een  t.- 
shall  be  sold  by  Congress,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Juiv, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  after  deducting  nil  the  expeiusej 
incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  appropriated  for  making  pobho 
roads  and  canals  within  the  said  Slate,  as  tiie  Leg^islalurc  m  .y 
direct  :  Provided,  That  the  five  foregoing  propositions  heri«.n 
oflfered  arc  on  the  condition  that  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Suir, 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the  c«iTeui!'<n 
which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  soid  Stoic,  shall  pnAidi*, 
by  an  ordinance  irrcvocoble  without  the  consent  of  the  I'nited 
Slates,  that  the  said  State  shall  never  interfere  with  the  prima. r 
disposal  of  the  soil  within  t}ie  same  by  the  United  States  nur 
with  ony  regulations  Congress  may  fin  1  neceswiry  for  seourii  £ 
the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bonajide  purchasers  thereof;  anj 
that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands,  the  property  of  the  L'uii^ 
Stales  ;  and  that  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  t:ix- 
ed  higher  than  residents  ;  and  that  the  bounty  lands  granted,  v/t 
hereafter  to  be  granted,  for  military  services  during  the  late 
war,  shall,  whilst  they  continue  to  be  held  by   tlif»  patenir-e.*  ^r 
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their  heirs,  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under 
the  authority  of  the  State,  whether  for  State,  comity,  township, 
or  any  otht*r  purpose,  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  and  after 
ilie  dale  of  the  patents  respectively. 
Approved,  Jane  23,  1836. 

[No.  8.j— A  RESOLUTION  to  furnish  the  Rotundo  with  paint- 
ings. 

Resolved^  4*c.  That  a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
tract willi  one  or  more  competent  American  artists  for  the  exe- 
cution of  four  historical  pictures  upon  subjects  serving  to  illus- 
trate the  discovery  of  America ;  the  settlement  of  the  United 
States  ;  the  history  of  the  Revolution  ;  or  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  ;  to  be  placed  in  the  vacant  panels  of  tlie  Rotundo; 
the  subject  to  be  left  to  the  choice  of  the  artists  iwdcr  tlic  con- 
trol of  Uie  committee. 

Approved,  June  23,  1836. 

[No.  9.]— A  RESOLUTION  referring  the  petition  and  papers 
of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Pulton,  deceased,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  to  report  tliereoa  to  Congress. 

Rtsolvedy  if-c.  That  the  'petition  and  papers  of  the  heirs  of 
Robert  Pulton  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  state 
an  account  between  the  United  States  and  said  lieirs,  by  debit- 
ing them  with  all  the'moneys  paid  to  the  said  Robert  Fulton,  and 
not  settled  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

SecontL  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  all  moneys  advanced 
or  expended  by  the  said  Fulton,  in  and  about  the  business  of  the 
United  States,  committed  to  his  care,  or  about  which  he  had  an 
agency. 

.  Third,  Tocreditthc  said  heirs  with  a  compensation  commensu- 
rate witli  the  value  and  importance  of  the  services  rendered  by 
the  said  Robert  Fulton  to  the  United  States,  in  inventing  a  sys- 
tem of  coast  and  harbor  defence,  and  in  testing  its  utility,  so  far 
as  he  was  employed  or  engaged  to  render  such  services,  by  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  or  when  such  services  were  re- 
cognised as  having  been  rendered  for  tlje  United  States,  pre- 
vious to,  or  during  the  late  war  with,  Great  Britain. 

Fourth.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  the  like  compensation, 
for  the  services  of  the  said  Robert  Fulton,  for  inventing  and  in 
superintending  the  construction  of  a  stfam  frigate  at  New  York, 
during  and  after  said  war. 

njlh.  To  credit  the  said  heirs  with  a  just  and  equitable 
compensation,  for  the  detention  of  the  steamboat  Vesuvius,  at 
New  Orleans,  from  the  tliirlecnth  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  to  the  twelfth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifteen,  both  dajrs  inclusive,  being  the  lime  the  said  boat  re- 
mained aground,  by  reason  of  her  being  impressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  grounded  when  in  said  bcrvice. 

Sbcond.  Be  it  further  reaohedy  That  the  said  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  be  authorised  to  Uiko  such  further  testimony  as  he 
shall  think  necessary,  and  that  he  ascertain  what  defence  was 
made  to  the  soil  in  favor  of  the  United  States  against  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Robert  Fulton,  in  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  and  what  composed  the  items  of  set-off  to  the  claim  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  that  said  Secretary  report  his  proceedings  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Approved,  June  23,  1836. 

[No.  43.] —AN  ACT  to  disapprove  and  annul  certain  acts  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Florida,  and  for  otiier  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f«c.  That  no  act  of  the  Territorial  LcgiHlaturc 
of  any  of  the  Teriiinrics  of  the  United  States,  incorporating  any 
bank,  or  any  institution  with  lianking  powers  or  privileges,  here- 
after to  be  passed,  shall  have  any  force  or  effect  whatever,  until 
approved  and  confirmed  bv  Congresu. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  following  acts  of 
tlic  Territorial  Legislature  of  Florida,  namely:  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  St.  Joseph,*'  passed  February 
twelfth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six;  an  act  entitled  "  An  art 
to  incorporate  the  Florida  Insurance  and  Banking  Company," 
passed  February  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-RJx  ;  an  act 
passed  February  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  An  act  to  incorporate  the  St.  Joseph  Insurance  Com- 
pany; and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  parsed  by  the  said 
Territorial  Legislature  of  Florida,  in  Uic  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  creating  bank«  or  extending  banking  cor- 
porations, or  corporations  with  banking  powers,  or  conferring 
banking  powers  on  any  corporation  or  institution  whatever,  be° 
and  the  same  hereby  are,  disapproved  and  annulled. 

Approved,  July  1,  1836. 


[No.  44.] — AN  ACT  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  district 
conn  of  the  United  States  ^br  the  western  district  of  Virginia, 
holdon  at  Clarksburg. 
Be  it  enacted^  <f-c.  That  from  and  af\cr  the  first  day  of  Au- 

tust    next,    the  sessions   of  the   district  court    of  the  Unitrd 
tales  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  required  by  law  to  be 
holden  at  Clarksburg,  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Mondays  of  April 
and  September  annually. 
Approved,  July  1,  1836. 

[No.  45.]— AN  ACT  explanatory  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  art  to 
release  from  duty  iron  prepared  for,  and  actually  laid  on,  rail- 
ways and  inclined  planes. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f-c.  That  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  entitled  "  An  act  to  release 
from  duty  iron  prc]iared  for,  and  actually  laid  on,  railways  and 
inclined  planes,"  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  include  spikes, 
pins,  or  chains,  as  railroad  iron. 

Approved,  July  1,  1836. 

[No.  46.]— AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Be  itenacted^  ^c.  That  the  .laws  of  the  United  Slates  which 
are  not  locall}'  inapplicable,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  eflect 
within  the  Stale  of  Michigan,  as  elsewhere  within  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  State  shall 
be  one  district,  and  be  called  the  District  of  Michigan;  and  a 
district  court  shall  be  held  therein,  to  consist  of  one  judge,  who 
shall  reMJe  in  the  said  district,  and  be  called  a  district  judge. 
Fie  shall  hold,  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  said  State,  two 
sessions  of  the  said  district  court  annually  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  May  and  October;  and  he  shall  in  all  things  have  and  exer- 
cise the  same  jurisdicUon  and  powers  which  were  by  law  given 
to  the  judge  of  the  Kentucky  district  under  nn  act  entitled  "An 
art  1 1  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  Stated.*"  He 
shall  appoint  a  clerk  fur  the  said  district,  who  shall  reside  and 
keep  the  records  of  the  said  court  at  Uie  place  of  holding  the 
same,  and  shall  receive,  for  the  services  performed  by  him,  the 
same  fees  to  which  tlie  clerk  of  the  Kentucky  district  is  by  law 
entitled  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  the  judge  of  the  said  district  court  the  annual  compensa- 
tion of  two  tliousand  dollars,  to  commence  from  the  date  of  his 
appointment,  to  be  paid  quarterly  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  cfiac/eci.  That  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  the  said  district  a  person  learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as 
attorney  for  llie  United  States,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  hid  stated 
fees,  be  paid  annually  by  the  United  States  two  hundred  dollars, 
as  a  full  couipcuFation  for  all  extra  services ;  the  said  payment 
to  be  made  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treatury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  mnrshal  hhall  be 
appointed  for  the  said  district,  who  t^liull  perfoini  the  same  du- 
ties, be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be 
entitled  to  the  same  fees  as  are  prescribed  and  allowed  to  mar- 
shals in  other  district?,  and  shall,  moreover,  be  entitled  to  the 
sura  of  two  hundred  dollars  annually,  as  a  compensation  for  all 
extra  services  :  Provided,  hottcter.  That  this  act  shall  not  tako 
effect  imtil  the  Slate  of  Michigan  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  arcording  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  esfablib-h  the  northern  boundary  linn  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
to  provide  for  the  adminHion  of  the  Slate  of  Micbignn  into  the 
Union  on  rcrlain  conditions." 

Approved,  July  1,  1S36. 

[No.  10.]— A  RF^OLUTION  to  apply  the  uncxpendtd  balaiirc 
of  t!ie  appropriation  for  the  Potomac  bridge  to  the  iniprovc- 
meni  of  Maryland  avcnup,  leading  thereto,  and  lor  other  pur- 
poses. 

Resolved,  cf»c.  That  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
con!=^truclion  of  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  at  the  city  of 
Waohington,  ren)aiiiing  unexpended  after  the  said  bridge  .'-hall 
have  been  repaired  in  obedience  to  the  directions  contained  in 
the  joint  resolution  passed  for  thol  purpose  at  tho  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to 
be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  CommiFsioner  of 
Public  Buildings,  towards  the  graduation,  grsvcllinp,  and  plant- 
ing of  tho  Maryland  avenue,in  said  chy,  from  its  eastern  extrem- 
ity to  the  said  bridge,  in  equal  proportions  on  the  east  and  v.cst 
of  the  Capitol,  according  todi.>taHcc. 

Sec.  2.  And  beit  further  rtsohed,  That  it  ihall  be  the  du- 
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ty  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  BuildinKi  to  attend  to  the 
draws,  cause  the  bridge  to  be  properly  hghtcd,  to  guard  against 
wanton  injuries  and  obstructions,  and  to  preserve  a  due  police 
on  and  near  ii,  so  as  to  insure  the  safely  of  pasecngera  and  of 
the  public  property ;  that  said  Conimis«ioncr  shall  receive  for 
his  services  the  yearly  compensation  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
and  he  authorized  to  employ  three  assistants,  at  a  compensation 
not  exceeding  one  dollar  end  fifty  cents  a  day. 
Approved,  July  1,  1836. 

[No.  47.]— AN  ACT  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  curtain 
officers  of  revenue  cullers. 

Be  it  enactcdt  <f>c.  That  in  lieu  of  pay,  rations,  and  all  other 
allowances  now  authorised  by  law  to  the  captains  and  first,  se- 
cond, and  third  lieutenants  of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United 
Slates,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  quarterly,  from  and  af- 
ter the  passage  of  this  act,  to  each  captain  al  the  rate  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  to  each  first  lieutenant,  at  the  rata 
of  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  per  annum;  to  each  second 
lieutenant,  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  end  sixty  dollars  per 
auuom ;  to  each  third  lieutenant,  at  the  rale  of  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars  per  annum. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  48.}— AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities  and  for  other  parpuBes. 

Be  it  tnaeledy  cfu;.  That  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of 
oue  million  of  dollars,  made  by  the  act  of  April  twenty-nine, . 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -six,  and  now  remaining  in  the 
Treasury,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  made  applicable  to 
the  payment  of  any  expenditures  authorized  by  the  said  act, 
and  rendered  necessary  by  the  calling  out  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  of  any  part  of  the  militia  or  volunteers  of  the 
United  State?  for  the  suppression  or  prevention  of  any  Indian 
hostililie?. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of  two  mil- 
lion fdtlT  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  llic  Treasury  not 
otherwiRe  appropriated,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  have 
been  or  may  bn  incurred  in  preventing  or  suppressing  tho  hos- 
tilities of  any  Indians,  by  calling  out,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  any  part  of  the  militia  or  volun- 
teers according  to  tho  provisions  of  the  Constitution  nnd  Ihws; 
which  sum,  if  expended,  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  the  provisions  uf  the 
actof  Congress  of  January  second,  seventeen  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-five, of  the  act  of  April  fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army,  and  the 
actof  March  nineteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  volunteers  and  militia  corps  in  ihe  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  49.]— AN  ACT  to  Rrant  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Nnshville 

Railn>ad  Company  the  right  of  way  throngh  the  public  lands 

of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  if-c.  That  t!iere  l>e,  and  is  hereby,  granted  to 
the  New  Orlean.4  and  Nashvillo  Railroad  Company,  incoiporat- 
ed  by  the  several  Slates  through  which  the  t'aid  road  is  intended 
to  pasH,  the  right  of  way  through  such  portion  of  the  public 
lauds  as  remain  unsold :  Provided^  That  the  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic innd.s  occupied  therefor  shall  not  exceed  eighty  feet  in 
breadth  ;  that  the  route  of  the  said  rood  shall  be  surveyed  and 
deoignated  through  the  public  lands  by  plnin  marks  or  monu- 
ments, and  copies  of  the  notes  of  survey,  with  a  plat  or  plats 
ihcretjf,  and  a  description  of  the  said  landmarks  or  monuments, 
and  their  connexion  with  the  prior  official  surveys  of  the  adja- 
cent I'lnds,  be  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  in  VVash- 
ington  within  sixty  days  after  Ihe  Miid  surveys  and  plats  are 
completed,  and  that  they  be  completed  within  two  years  from 
the  dale  of  this  act. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  for  such  depot", 
watering  places,  and  workshops  as  may  be  essential  to  the  con- 
venient xne  of  the  said  road,  there  be  also  granted  to  the  said 
company  such  portions  of  the  pul)lic  land  as  they  may,  under 
like  restriction.^  and  conditions,  nclect,  on  either  side  of  the  said 
road  :  Proridedy  That  not  more  than  five  acres,  to  be  laid  off 
in  a  square  form,  shall  be  selected  for  such  use  or  purpose  at 
any  one  place  :  Provided^  alsoy  That  not  more  tlian  one  such 
square  shall  be  granted  for  every  fifteen  miles  of  the  said  road 
lying  within  the  public  lands  :  And  provided,  moreover,  That 
such  selections  shall  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  ihc  time  being. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  iA  further  enacted^  That,  so  long  as  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  aaid  road  shall  remain  unsold,  the 
said  company  shall  have  power  to  take  therefrom  such  materials 
of  earth,  stone,  or  wood  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  coD»irQc- 
lion  of  the  said  road:  Provided,  That  the  grants  herein  con- 
tained, as  well  of  the  use  of  the  public  lands  ai  of  the  materials 
for  the  construction  of  the  said  road,  shall  cease  and  deteimijic, 
unless  the  road  be  begun  within  the  period  of  two  yean  from 
the  date  of  thisaet,  and  completed  within  eight  years  thereafter : 
And  provided^  moreover^  That,  if  the  said  road  ahall,  at  any 
time  after  its  completion,  be  discontinued  or  aband<med  by  tlie 
said  company,  the  grants  hereby  made  shall  cease  and  determijie. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  60.}— AN  ACT  to  renew  the  gold  medal  struck  and  pre. 

sented  to  General  Morgan,  by  order  of  Congress,  in  honor  "f 

the  battle  of  the  Cowpens. 

Be  it  enactedf  (f*c.  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  request  of  Mor- 
gan Neville,  in  his  memorial  presented  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  the  Director  of  the  Mint  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rised and  directed  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal  of  iHe  in- 
trinsic value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  hooor  of  the  bat- 
tle of  the  Cowpens,  which  was  fought  on  the  seventeenth  day  '-•f 
January,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty -one,  to  replace  tlie  ori- 
ginal medal  presented  by  a  resolution  uf  the  C<Mitinenlal  Con- 
gress, of  March  ninth,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty •<nic.  to 
Brigadier  General  Daniel  Moi^an:  the  said  medal  to  be  strti'-k 
from  the  original  die,  and  delivered,  when  executed,  to  the  s«id 
Morgan  Neville,  the  lineal  heir  of  General  Morgan  ;  the  rx- 
pense  of  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treo^uf  j 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  51.]— AN  ACT  to  repair  and  extend  the  United  Slates 
arsenal  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f>c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  h«  u 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  such  repairs  and  tm- 
provements  to  be  made  to  the  United  States  arsenal  in  Cbarl^  -^• 
ton.  South  Carolina,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  pu^l•: 
service ;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  doUars  be,  and  fSe 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  out  of  any  mo- 
neys in  tlie  Treasury  not  otherwise  sppropriated. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  52.]— AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
VVcstcm  frontier. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f*c.  That  the  President  be,  and  he  n  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  and  opened  a  mililarj  raad, 
from  some  point  upon  the  right  hank  of  the  Misstsaippi  river, 
between  the  moulh  of  Su  Peter's  and  the  mouth  <^  the  I^es 
Moines  riv^r,  upon  such  loutc  ns  may  appear  best  calculated  t^ 
effect  the  purposes  of  this  act,  to  Red  river. 

Sec.  2.  An^be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  road  sb^I' 
naas  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  of  the  Territwy  of  Ar- 
kansas, on  condition  tliat  the  assent  of  the  Indian  triWi?  v  he 
have  not  heretofore  given  their  assent,  through  whose  terriu^rr 
said  road  is  to  pass,  shall  be  first  obtained  ;  and  if  sur-h  assent 
cannot  be  obtained,  then  east  of  the  western  boundaries  of  Mid 
Slate  and  Territory ;  and  shall  be  so  constructed  as  to  enable 
troops  to  move  along  the  same  with  proper  facility.  And  th« 
following  mode  of  const niction  shall  be  adopted,  subject  to  sit*  h 
alterations  as  the  President  may,  fiom  time  to  time,  direct  to  ^« 
made.  The  timber  shall  be  cut  down  lo  a  reasonable  width,  and 
the  wet  and  marshy  places  shall  be  causewayed  or  otherwise  ren- 
dered passable ;  cheap  bridges  shall  be  erected  over  ilie  smaller 
streams,  not  having  good  fords  across  them ;  and,  where  it  reay 
be  found  necessary,  the  road  may  be  thrown  up  in  the  centre. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  military  px>i« 
shall  be  constructed  al  such  places  along  the  said  road  as,  in  tbe 
opinion  of  the  President,  may  be  most  proper  for  the  protccii^ 
of  the  frontier,  and  for,  the  preservation  of  tlie  uecestsary  c«iia- 
inunication. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the  troops  of  rhft 
United  States  sball  be  employed  m  perlormmg  rtie  latK>r  hercia 
required,  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  the  same 
can  be  done  witli  a  just  regard  to  their  other  duties  ;  and  the 
oliier  labor  rendered  necessary  shall  be  procured  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  President  may  direct. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  r>f  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, to  be  applied  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects 
specified  by  this  act. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^    k. 


APPENDIX— ro  Gates  8f  Seaton's  Register. 


XXV 


Lauoa  of  the  DhUed  SUUea. 


[24th  Coifo.  1st  Sb88. 


[No.  63.}— AN  ACT  making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
Delaware  breakwater,  and  for  certain  harbors,  ond  romoring 
obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  and  for 
other  purposes,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f>c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  sppropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appmpriated,  for  carrying  on  and  com- 
^  pleting  certain  works  heretofoie  commenced,  viz. 

For  continuing  the  Delaware  breakwater,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  Illi- 
nois,  thirty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  Big  Sodus  bay,  twelve 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works  for  the  preservation  of  the 
beach  at  Provincetown  harbor,  Massachusetts,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works  for  the  preservation  of  Ply- 
mouth beach,  Massachusetts,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works  at  the  harbor  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Raisin,  Michigan  Territory,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Black  river, 
Ohio,  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  permanent  improvement  of  Cleveland 
harbor,  Ohio,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Grand  river, 
Ohio,  six  thousand  dollars. 

Fur  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Cunningham 
creek,  Ohio,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  dol- 
lars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Conneaut  creek, 
Ohio,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle, 
Pennsylvania,  according  to  Col. Totten's  recommendation,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  at  Dunkirk  harbor.  New 
York,  eleven  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  dredging  machine  on  Lake  Eirie,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  continuing  the  works  at  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river.  New 
York,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  pier  and  mole  at  Oswego  harbor,  New 
York,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  pier  at  Kennebonk,  Moine,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  above  and  below  Albany,  In  the  State  of  New  York, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  according  to  the 
plan  and  estimate  recommended  by  the  Seoretary  of  War. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Newcastle, 
Delaware,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Ocracook  inlet, 
North  Carolina,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Cape  Pear  river,  below  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  be- 
tween  Pittsburg  and  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  which,  together  with  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  ap- 
propriation for  this  purpose  by  the  act  of  the  thijtl  of  March, 
A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  shall  be  expended  by 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  ofiicers  of  the  engineer  corps  heretofore  employed  on 
that  service. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans,  sixty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  iroprovemeiit  of  the  Mississippi  river,  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  for  the  Missouri  river,  forty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  expended  in  such  manner,  and  for  the  re- 
moval of  such  obstructions,  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  direct. 
For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  Red  river,  Lou- 
isiana, and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  forty  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  constructing  a  boat  to  prevent  a  new  accumulation  of  ob- 
struction in  said  river,  within  the  old  Kmits  of  the  Great  Raft,  so 
railed,  fifteen  thousand  doUsrs,  and  the  additional  sum  of  fifteen 
thoasand  dollars  to  work  and  support  the  same. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland  river,  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  tw^anty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  tlie   removal  of  obstructions  in  the   Chipola 
rirer,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  four  thousand  dollars. 
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For  completing  the  inland  channel  between  St.  Mary's  and 
Su  John's,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  in  addition  to  unexpend- 
ed appropriations,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Ekigineer 
Department,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in,  and  improving 
the  navigaUon  of,  the  Escambia  river,  in  the  Territory  of  Flori- 
da, five  uousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  further  improvements  at  the  mouth  of  Huron  river,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  four  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

And  the  following  sums,  necessary  to  close  accounts  in  the 
office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  viz. 

For  removing  obstructions  at  Cunningham  creek,  Ohio^  thirty- 
two  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

For  completing  the  pier  at  La  Plaisance  bay,  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, three  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  fifteen  centt. 

For  removing  obstructions  at  Cleveland  harbor,  Ohio,  six 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents. 

For  repairing  breach  in  the  peninsula,  at  Presque  Isle,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty  cents. 

For  erecting  a  beacon  light  at  E^rie,  Pennsylvania,  sixty-nine 
dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents. 

For  erecting  a  light-house  at  Buflfalo,  New  York,  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents. 

For  improvement  <^  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  under  the  act  of 
second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  seventeen 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  and  five  cents. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  incidental  to  making  examinations 
and  surveys,  undei  the  act  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  of  which  sum  five  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  appropriated  and  applied  to  geological  and  mineralogi- 
cal  surveys  and  researches  in  the  Indian  country  on  the  public 
hinds,  and  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thoasand 
dollars. 

Approved,  Juls  2, 1836. 

[No.  64.]— AN  ACT  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  Banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Beii  enacted,  (f*e.  That  this  charters  of  the  several  Banks 
hei-ein  enumerated,  namely :  the  tJnion  Bank  and  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown  ;  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis, 
Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  and  Bank  of  Washington,  in  the 
city  of  Washington ;  and  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria 
and  Bank  of  Potomac,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  extended  till  the  fourth  day  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eighL 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  65.}— AN  ACT  regulating  the  terms  of  the  superior  courts 
of  the  middle  district  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c.  That  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and 
change  the  terms  of  the  superior  court  for  the  middle  district  of 
Florida,"  passed  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of 
said  Territory,  and  approved  February  twelfth,  eightpen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  approved,  so 
far  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  terms  of  the  court  directed 
to  be  holden  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  which  has  been  annexed 
to  the  said  middle  district. 

Sec.  T,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  in  any  prosecu- 
tion for  piracy,  or  any  other  criminal  oflTence  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  itshall  be  found 
impracticable  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  jurors  for  the  trial 
of  any  person  or  persons  charged  with  said  criminal  offences  in 
the  southern  judicial  district  of  Florida,  itshall  be  lawful  for  the 
judge  to  send  said  person  or  persons,  with  the  indictment  and 
other  papers,  to  the  eastern  or  middle  district  for  trial,  and  to 
take  recognizances  from  the  witnesses  to  appear  in  the  said 
eastern  or  middle  district,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  empow- 
ered by  law  to  do  in  the  district  of  which  he  is  the  judge. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  act  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  incorporating  the  town  of  Appalachicola," 
approved  twelfth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
and  "  An  act  to  change  the  coanty  seat  of  the  county  of  Frank- 
lin," passed  January  fourteenth,  and  approved  January  seven- 
teenth, eighteen  himdred  and  thirty-six,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  annulled. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  ac 
of  the  Legislative  Council  as  directs  a  superior  court  for  the 
southern  judicial  district  at  Indian  Key  be,  and  the  tame  ia 
hereby,  annulled. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836, 
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[No.  56.}— AN  ACT  for  layiog^oflf  the  towns  of  Port  Madison 
and  Biirlingtun,  in  ihc  county  ofDes  Moines,  and  the  towns  of 
Delleview,  Du  Huquc,  ond  Peru,  in  the  county  of  DuBuque, 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted^  <f-c.  That  the  tracts  of  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  including  the  towns  of  Port  Madison  anci  Burlington, 
in  the  county  of  Des  Moines ;  Bellefiew,  Du  Buque,  and  Peru, 
in  the  county  of  Du  Buque ;  and  Mineral  Point,  in  the 
county  of  Iowa,  shaU,  under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor 
of  the  public  lands,  be  laid  off  into  town  lots,  streets,  avenues, 
and  the  lots  for  public  use  called  the  public  squarei*,  and 
into  out-lots,  having  regard  to  the  lots  and  streets  already 
surveyed,  in  such  manner  and  of  such  dimensions  as  he  may 
think  proper  for  the  public  good  and  the  equitable  rights  of 
the  settlers  and  occupants  of  the  said  towns  :  Provided, 
The  tracts  of  land  so  to  be  laid  off  into  town  lots,  &c.  shall  not 
exceed  the  quantity  of  one  entire  section,  nor  the  town  lots  one- 
half  of  an  acre  ;  nor  shall  the  out-lots  exceed  the  quantity  of  four 
acres  each.  When  the  surrey  of  the  lots  shall  be  completed,  a 
plat  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  within  six  months  thereafler  the  lots  shall  be  offered  to  the 
highest  bidder,  at  public  sale,  under  the  direction  of  the  PrcFi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  at  such  other  times  as  ho  shall 
think  proper  :  Provided,  That  no  town  lot  shall  be  sold  for  a 
sum  lest  than  five  dollars  :  And  provided,  further,  That  a 
quantity  of  land  of  proper  width,  on  the  river  banks  at  the  towns 
of  Port  Madison,  Belleview,  Burlington,  Du  Buque,  and  Peru, 
and  running  with  the  said  rivers  the  whole  length  of  said 
towns,  shall  be  reserved  from  sale,  (as  shall  also  the  public 
squares,)  for  the  public  use,  and  remain  forever  for  public  use, 
as  public  highways  and  for  other  public  uses. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  surveyor  to  class  the  lots  already  surveyed  in  the 
said  towns  of  Port  Madison,  Burlington,  Belleview,  Du  Buque, 
Peru,  and  Mineral  Point,  into  three  classes,  according  to  the  re- 
lative value  thereof,  on  account  of  situation  and  eligibility  for 
business,  without  regard,  however,  to  the  improvements  made 
thereon  ;  and,  previous  to  the  sale  of  said  lots  as  aforesaid,  each  . 
and  every  person  or  persons,  or  his,  her,  or  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, who  shall  heretofore  have  obtained  from  the  agent  of 
the  United  States  a  permit  to  occupy  any  lot  or  lots  in  the  said 
towns,  or  who  shall  have,  by  building  or  enclospre,  actually  oc- 
cupied or  improved  any  lot  or  lots  in  the  said  towns,  or  within 
the  tracts  of  land  hereby  autliorized  to  be  laid  off  into  lots,  shall 
be  permitted  to  purchase  such  lot  or  lots  by  paying  thercfur,  in 
cash,  if  the  same  fall  within  the  first  class  as  aforesaid,  at  the 
rate  of  forty  dollars  per  acre  ;  if  within  the  second  class,  nt  the 
rate  of  twenty,  dollars  per  acre;  and  if  within  the  third  class,  at 
the  rate  often  dollars  per  acre  :  Provided,  That  no  one  of  the 
persons  aforesaid  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase,  by  authority  of 
this  section,  more  than  one  acre  of  ground,  to  embrace  improve- 
ments already  made. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  defray  the  expenses  of  surveying  the  lands  covering  the 
•aid  towns  of  Port  Madison,  Burlington,  Belleview,  Du  Buque, 
Peru,  and  Mineral  Point. 
Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  57.]— AN  ACT  for  the  payment  of  certain  companies  of 
the  militia  of  Missouri  and  Indiana,  for  services  rendered 
•gainst  the  Indians  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 
Beit  enacted,  4»c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  ascertain  the  sums  seve- 
rally due  to  those  persons  who  performed  duty  in  the  companies 
commanded  by  Captains  Smith  Crawford,  George  Wallis,  and 
Matthew  P.  Long,  of  the  militia  of  Missouri,  and  in  the  compa- 
ny of  Captain  D.  Siglor,  of  the  militia  of  Indiana,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  frontiers  of  those  States  against  the  Indians;  and  to 
cause  them  to  be  paid  for  the  time  they  were  actually  engaged 
in  said  service  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  at 
the  rate  and  according  to  the  principles  established  for  the  pay- 
ment of  similar  services  rendered  the  United  States ;  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  which,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  July  2,  1836, 

[No.  58.] — AN  ACT  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  Slates  of  Oltio,  4ndiana,  and  Illinois. 
Be  it  enacted,  <f»c.  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  purpose 


of  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  that 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  continuing  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  including  materials  for  erecting  a 
bridge  across  the  Wabash  river;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  Ap- 
propriated for  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  ;  which  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  replaced  out  of  the  fund  reserved  for 
laying  out  and  making  roads  under  the  direction  of  Congresi*, 
by  the  several  acts  passed  for  the  admission  of  the  States  oif 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  and  Missouri  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  the  original  States  :  Provided,  That  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  appropriation  herein  made  for  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois shall  be  limited  to  the  graduation  and  bridging  of  the  ru&d 
therein,  and  shall  not  be  construed  as  pledging  Congress  to  fu- 
ture appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  MacAdamizing  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  the  moneys  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  construction  of  the  said  road  in  (he  States  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana  be  expended  in  completing  the  greatest  pos- 
sible continuous  portion  of  said  road  in  the  said  Slatc^  so  ibal 
such  finished  parts  thereof  may  be  surrendered  to  the  said  Slates 
respectively. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  59.] — AN   ACT  making  appropriatiotui   for  the    Miliury 

Academy  of  the  United  Slates  for  tlie  year  eighteen  hundred 

and  thirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted,  (f*c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  thesaror 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Arodemy  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  handred  and 
thirty-six,  vix. 

Por  pay  of  the  officers,  cadets,  and  musicians,  fifly-six  thou- 
sand and  twelve  dollars. 

Por  subsistence  of  officers  and  cadets,  thirty-nine  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

Por  forage  of  officers'  horses,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  dollars. 

Por  clothing  of  officers'  servants,  three  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars. 

Por  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  at  West 
Point,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Por  arrearages  of  the  same  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thiny- 
four  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  three  handred  and 
eighty-two  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

Fnr  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  printing,  transportiition,  and  j»o>i- 
age,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

Por  repairs,  improvements,  and  expenses  of  buildiuga,  frrcraods , 
roadr,  wharves,  boats,  and  fences,  nine  thousand  and  sixty-six 
dollars. 

Por  pay  of  adjutant's  and  quartermaster's  clerks,  nine  hua- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  philosophical  apparatus  and  repairs  of  the  same,  thrtf 
hundred  dollars. 

Por  models  for  the  department  of  engineering,  five  handred 
dollars. 

For  models  for  the  drawing  department  apparstm  and  cos- 
tingencies  for  the  department  of  chemistry,  and  instruments  and 
repairs  for  the  mathematical  department,  one  thoosand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  dollars. 

Por  the  purchase  and  repairs  of  instroments  for  the  band,  three 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars. 

Por  incidental  expenses  of  the  department  of  artillerv,  fifty 
dollars. 

Por  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library,  eight  hundred 
dollar?. 

Por  miscellaneous  items  and  incidental  expenses,  tvro  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars. 

Por  completing  tha  chapel,  three  thousand  five  hundrid 
dollars. 

Por  compensation  to  the  acting  professor  of  chemistry  for  ser- 
vices in  his  department  from  September  first,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  to  September  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  at  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  three  htmdred  dollars  ;  I'^r 
the  ensuing  year,  three  hundred  dollars. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  60.]— AN   ACT  to  confirm  sales  of  public  lands  in  cer- 
tain cases. 
Be  it  enacted,  (f*(r.  That  in  all  chses  where  public  lands,  tak*n 
from  the  bounds  of  a  former  land  district,  and  included  withia 
the  bounds  of  anew  disuict,  have  been  lold  by  the   officers  rf 
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sach  former  district,  under  the  pre-emption  laws  or  otherwise, 
at  any  time  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  land  office  in  such  new 
district,  and  in  which  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  proceedings  in  other  respects 
hare  been  fair  and  regular,  such  entries  and  sales  shall  be,  and 
are  hereby,  confirmed ;  and  patents  shall  be  issued  thereupon, 
as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all  coses  where 
any  entry  has  been  made  under  the  pre-emptioo  laws,  pursuant 
to  instructions  sent  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  from  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  and  the  proreedings  have  been  in  all  other 
respects  fair  and  regular,  such  entries  and  sales  are  hereby 
confirmed,  and  patents  shall  be  issued  thereon,  asinoth^.r  cases. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  61. J — AN  ACT  making  further  appropriations  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties. 
Bt  it  tnactedy  ^e»  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  tlicy  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  trea- 
ties, viz. 

For  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the  lands  ceded  in  the 
first  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five, 
deducting  the  cost  of  the  land  to  be  provided  for  them  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  under  the  second  article  of  said  treoty,  four  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  extinguishing  the  title  of  certain  half-breeds  to  reserva- 
tions granted  them  in  the  treaty  witli  the  Osages,  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  according  to  the  fourth  article  of  the 
aforesaid  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  pajrment  for  the  improvements  on  the  missionary  reser- 
vations at  Union  and  Harmony,  according  to  the  same  article  of 
the  said  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
For  commutation  of  the  permanent  annuity  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  according  to  the  eleventh  article  of  said  treaty,  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  of  two  commissioners,  for  two  years,  to  ex- 
amine claims,  according  to  the  seventeenth  article  of  said  trea- 
ty, at  eight  dollars  per  day  each,  eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  secretary  for  two  years,  at  five  dollars 
per  day,  according  to  the  same  article  of  said  treaty,  three  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fiAy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  interpreter  for  two  years,  at  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  day,  occonling  to  the  same  article  of  said 
treaty,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  the  odvance  of  two  years'  annuity  on  the  fund  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thoosand  dollars,  to  ho  invested  for  the  Che- 
rokees according  to  the  eighteenth  article  of  said  treaty,  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees  and  for  spoliations,  accord- 
ing to  the  third  article  of  the  supplementary  tieaty  with  the 
Cherokees,  of  the  first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty- six,  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  attending  the  negotiation  of  the  said  treaty,  and 
of  the  delegation,  acconling  to  the  fifUi  article  of  said  supple- 
mental treaty,  thirty-seven  thousand  two  htmdred  and  twelve 
dollars. 

For  surreying  the  land  set  apart  by  treaty  stipulations  for  the 
Cherokee  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  nations 
of  Indians,  twenty-eighth  March,  and  an  article  supplementary 
thereto,  the  thirty-first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  viz. 

For  the  annuity  in  specie,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 
For  education,  teachers,  and  expenses  incidental  thereto,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  missions,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  agiicultural  implements,  cattle,  mechanics'  tools,  and  such 
other  objects  as  the  President  may  deem  proper,  ten  thousand 
dollars. 

Por  raccine  matter,  medicines,  and  services  of  physicians, 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  provisions,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  six  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  eight  him* 
drc^d  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

For  ono  hundred  barrels  salt,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  fiye  hundred  fish  barrels,  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  goods  and  provisions  to  be  delirarsd  at  MichilimackinAC, 
one  buodrad  and  fifty  thomind  doUan. 


For  interest  to  lie  paid  annually  as  annuities,  on  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  per  resolution  of  the  Senate,  ap« 
pended  to  the  treaty,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pa3rment  of  the  just  debts  against  the  Indians,  accord- 
ing to  the  fifth  article  of  said  treaty,  as  ratified  by  the  Senate, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  riz. 

For  commutation  in  lien  of  reservations  to  half-breeds,  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  taking  a  census  of  the  Indian  half-breed  population,  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

.  For  the  pay  and  travelling  expenses  of  a  commissioner,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  expenses  of  clerk,  and  for  stationery, 
postage,  witnesses,  messengers  to  collect  Indians,  and  canoes 
for  them,  subsistence  for  two  tliousand  Indians  <foir  twenty  days, 
fuel  for  them  while  on  the  island,  and  other  inci!lental  ezpensea 
attending  the  commission,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  seventh  article  of  said  treaty,  viz. 

For  pay  of  two  additional  blacksmiths,  nine  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars. 

For  two  strikers,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  building  a  blacksmith  shop  on  reservation  north  of  Grand 
river,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  iron,  steel,  coal,  and  tools  for.  two  shops,  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  one  new  set  of  blacksmith's  tools  for  shop 
on  reservation,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  shop  at  Mackinac,  and  adding  an  armorer's 
room,  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  a  gunsmith,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  purchasing  a  set  of  gunsmith's  tools,  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  two  additional  interpreters,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  building  a  dormitory  at  Mackinac,  and  for  stoves  snd  fur- 
nitiure,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  keeper  of  the  dormitory,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  one  hundred  and  fifty  cords  of  wood  for  the  dormitory, 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  two  farmers,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  two  assistant  farmers,  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  two  mechanics,  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  eighth  article  of  said  treaty, 
viz. 

For  the  expenses  of  a  delegation  of  twenty  Indians,  with  an 
officer,  three  assistants,  an  interpreter,  a  guide,  with  two  assist- 
ants to  explore  the  country,  and  for  the  purchase  of  horses, 
and  other  expenses  incidental  to  the  expedition,  twelve  thousand 
dollars. 

For  payment  of  such  improvements  as  give  additional  value  \» 
the  land  ceded,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  for  the  chivch  on  the  Cheboigan,  nine  hundred 
dollars. 

For  extinguishing  the  claim  of  certain  half-breeds,  in  lieu  of 
reservations,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of  said  treaty,  viz. 

To  Riz  Robinson,  in  lieu  of  a  section  at  thirty-six  dollars  per 
acre,  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  dollars. 

To  Leonard  Slater,  in  trust  for  Chiminoaoquat,  one  section  at 
ten  dollars  per  acre,  six  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

To  John  A.  Drew,  one  and  three  quarter  sections,  at  four  dol- 
lars per  acre,  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

To  Edward  Biddle,  one  section  at  three  dollars  per  acre,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

To  John  Holiday,  five  sections  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  four  thousand  dollars. . 

To  Eliza  Cook,  Sophia  Biddle,  and  Mary  Holiday,  one  section 
each,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cenU  per  acre,  four  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

To  Augustin  Hamelin,  Jr.  two  sections  at  one  dollar  and  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  acre,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

To  William  Lusley,  Joseph  Daily,  Joseph  Trotier,  and  Henry 
A.  Lenake,  two  sections  each,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre,  six  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

To  Luther  Rice,  Joseph  Leframbois,  Charles  Butterfield, 
George  Moran,  Louis  Moran,  G.  D.  Williams,  and  Daniel  Mar- 
sac,  one  section  each,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre,  five  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  payment  to  the  chiefs  on  ratification  of  the  treaty,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenth  article  of  the  same,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  life  annuity  to  two  chiefs,  provided  for  in  the  eleventh  ar- 
ticle of  said  treaty,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expenses  attending  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  at  Wash- 
ington, according  to  the  twelfth  article  of  the  same,  fifteen  thou* 
sand  im  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 
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Laws  of  the  ChUed  Siatea, 


For  tranaportation  and  other  incidental  expenses  in  executing 
said  treaty/ two  thousand  dollars. 

Provided^  kowever^  That  no  part  of  the  above  appropriation 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Chippewas  and  Otta- 
was  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  except  what  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  expenses  of  collecting  and  subsisting  the  In- 
dians,  and  for  the  expenses  of  concluding  the  treaty,  heretofore 
incurred,  and  to  enable  a  commissioner  to  proceed  to  Michili- 
mackinac  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  claims  of  the  half 
breeds,  until  the  assent  of  the  said  Indians  shall  be  given  to  the 
change  proposed  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate.  Arrangements 
may  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  President  for  paying 
to  the  Indians  the  money  and  goods  as  soon  as  their  assent  lo 
such  change  is  given.  But  no  responsibility  in  relation  to  such 
delivery,  shall  be  incurred  by  the  United  States  previous  there- 
to, nor  shall  the  said  commissioner  enter  upon  his  duties. 

For  carrying^into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Swan  creek  and  Black  river 
bands  of  the  Chippewa  nation,  of  the  ninth  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  viz. 

For  an  advsnce  in  money  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  goods,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  the  treaty,  the  journeys  of  the  Indians  to  and 
frtHn  Washington,  subsidence  and  other  expenses,  three  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and.  two  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

For  transportation  and  incidental  expenses,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars.- 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  conclud- 
ed with  certain  bands  of  the  Pottawatamie  Indiana  of  Indiana, 
in  March  and  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  via. 

For  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  twentyniixth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  with  Mes-qua-back  and  his  band,  for  a  cession  of  land  to  the 
United  States,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated  in  the  third  anicle  of 
the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  with  Wawkewa  and  his  band,  for  a  cession  of  land  to 
the  United  States,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated  in  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  eleventh  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
with  Aub-ba-nanb-ba  and  his  band,  for  a  cession  of  land  to  the 
United  States,  eleven  tliousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  twenty-second  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
with  Kee-waw-nee  and  his  band,  for  a  cession  of  land  to  the 
United  States,  six  thousand  four  hnndred  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  sum  atipulated  in  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty  of  twenty-second  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  with  Nashwawbee  and  his  band,  for  a  cession  of  land  to 
the  United  States,  one  thousand  nine  hnndred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  expenses  attending  tlie  negotiation  of  the  said  treaties 
with  the  rottawatamies,  six  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents. 

To  defray  the  expense  of  removing  the  Choctaw  Indians  re- 
siding in  Uie  State  of  Mississippi  to  tho  country  provided  for 
them  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted^  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  is  hereby  authorized  to  direct  the  account  to  be  closed,  up- 
on the  production  of  proper  vouchers,  for  blankets  delivered  to 
the  Cherokees  by  order  of  the  commissioner. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pension  allow- 
ed by  an  act  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  to  Colonel  Gi- 
deon Morgan  shall  be  paid  to  him  from  the  date  of  his  disability 
to  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen, 
agreeably  to  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  said  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ei^^ht  thousand  dollars  be  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  the  appro- 
priation heretofore  made  for  the  eastern  Creeks  shall  be  paid 
to  any  Indians  who  have  been  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
United  Stated,  unless  in  such  change  of  circumstances  as  may 
induce  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  direct  the  same  to 
be  paid :  Provided,  however.  That  the  whole  of  the  annuity 
due  to  the  Seminole  Indians  and  to  the  eastern  Creeks  may  be 
paid  to  the  friendly  portion  of  those  tribes,  respectively,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  President 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted,  That  the  funds  appro- 
priated by  the  act  of  June  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  tho  Indian  Department,  for  Indian  annuities 
and  oUier  similar  objects,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  for  the  removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians,  may  be 


expended  upon  such  of  the  said  Indiana  as  actually  mnove,  and 
upon  no  others.    And  the  said  Indians  shall  be  removed  either 
to  the  neutral  ground,  or  such  country  as  racy  be  maagned  to 
them  by  treaty  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  river  Minoori. 
Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  62.] — ^AN  ACT  making  appropriatioDS  for  certain  Ibrtifica- 

tions  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  and  for  other  ptnposes. 

Be  it  enaded,  <f>e.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated 
money  in  tlie  Treasury,  for  certain  fortifications,  vie 

For  the  preservation  of  Castle  Island  and  repairs  of  Port  In- 
dependence, Boston  harbor,  one  hundred  thoosaad  dollars. 

For  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbOT,  two  hundred  tfaooand  dol- 
lars. 

For  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island,  two  hnndred  tbousaBd  doliaxs. 

For  Fort  Schuyler,  East  river,  New  York,  two  kvatdnd  tbou- 
sand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Colnmbus  and  Castle  WHliam,  aad  ol&- 
cers'  quarters,  on  Governor's  Island,  New  York  harbor,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river,  one  bundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  Virginia,  one  bundred  and  £fty  thoisiad 
dollars. 

For  Fort  Caswell,  Oak  Island,  North  Carolina,  sixty  tkgi- 
sand  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  Charleston  harbor.  Sooth  Carolina,  and  pre- 
servation of  the  site  of  Fort  Moultrie,  one  hundred  and  fifn- 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Pulaski,  Coekspur  Island,  Geoirgi«,ODe  handrvdan^ 
seventy  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Pickens,  Peusacnia,  Florida,  fifty  thousand  dollsre. 

For  die  Fort  at  Foster's  Bank,  Florida,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  expenses  attending  repairs  of  ibstificatkms,  a^ 
for  the  purchase  of  additional  land  in  their  neighborhood,  o&e 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  ten  thousand  dollara. 

For  the  porchase  of  land  and  the  right  of  way  on  Thro^U 
Point,  "in  uong  Island  Sound,  being  the  balance  of  the  apprepri- 
ation  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-«ix,  carried  i^ 
the  surplus  fund  the  first  of  January,  cnoo  thfraaand  eight  hoa- 
dred  and  twenty-nine,  two  thousand  dollars. 

And  the  foUowinff  sums,  neceseary  to  close  aceounis  in  rbc 
office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  vis. 

For  a  fort  on  Coekspur  Island,  Georgia,  two  ihoosand  three 
hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

For  contingencies  of  fortifications,  sixty-one  dollars  and  eight 
cents. 

For  fortifications  atPensacola,  one  thousand  two  kindred  nai 
tweaty'three  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

For  the  armacnent  of  fortifications,  in  sddition  to  the  amctst 
included  in  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  anpfrart  af the 
Army  for  one  thousand  oight  hundred  and  thirty-«tx,  incladiEf 
cannon,  mortars,  howitzers,  gun-carriages,  hnwitxer-rarriages, 
mortar-beds,  powder,  cannon  balls,  shells,  and  for  the  tnu3^>6f- 
tation  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  ;  and  for  the  purchasv  of 
twenty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  Kennebeck  arsenal.  Muse ; 
and  the  purchase  of  land  and  enclosing  the  rear  of  the  p«blir 
ground  with  a  brick  wall,  and  coping  at  the  Frankford  arvenal 
Pennsylvania  ;  and  constructing  a  forging  shop  one  ttory  bi^k 
seventy-five  by  forty  feet,  of  brick,  at  the  arsenal,  WaSertoKSw 
Massachusetts ;  and  in  the  purchase  of  a  steam  engine  of  eight* 
horse  power ;  and  for  the  quarters  of  offieers  at  Port  Moctroe  ar^ 
scnal,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  McHenry,  Redoubt  Wood,  and  Covington  Battery, 
near  Baltimore,  fifly  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  debars. 

For  the  repairs  of  Fort  Marion,  and  the  sea- wall  at  St.  Aa- 
gustine,  Florida,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  knapsacks  and  camp  equipage,  authorized  by  the  act  ap- 
proved nineteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  bundred  aarf 
thirty-six,  for  volunteers  or  militia,  fifty-two  thomand  seves 
hundred  and  five  dollars. 

For  accoutrements  for  the  army,  one  hundred  and  two  thoo* 
sand  three  hundred  and  five  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  sites  and  the  construction  of  arreaal^ 
for  tlie  dcposiie  of  arms  in  Arkansss,  MiKonri,  and  at  Mczi' 
phis,  in  Tennessee,  forty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifiy- 
six  dollars:  Provided,  That  the  cost  of  such  araeaala  afaall  net 
exceed  fourttttt  thousand  doUan  each. 
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For  the  pnrchue  of  twenty-eight  fire  eoffinet,  and  the  ne- 
eeaiary  apparatus,  twenty-two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  storehouses  at  Newport,  Kentocky,  one  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

For  purchasing  seven  acres  ef  land,  inetuding  the  site  of  the 
powder  magasine  attached  to  the  arsenal  at  Saint  Louis,  Missouri: 
Prcmdedy  the  same  shall  he  ascertained  not  to  be  on  land  of 
the  United  States,  two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  piassa  in  front  of  the  building  occupied  as 
barracks  by  the  troops  at  Augusta  arsenal, Georgia,  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses,  hospital,  stables,  and 
materials  for  the  same  at  Fort  Jesnp,  Louisiana,  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  the  wharf,  and  materials  for  the  same,  at  Furt 
Wolcott,  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  constructing  a  wood-yard,  and  a  wood-yard  wharf|  and 
for  materials  for  the  same,  at  Port  Monroe,  Virginia,  one  thou- 
sand doUara, 

For  oonstroctiBg  a  wharf,  and  for  materials  fi>r  the  same,  at 
Fort  Severn,  Maryland,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  rebuilding  and  repairing  barracks,  quarters,  the  hospitals, 
storehouses,  and  materials  for  same,  at  Fort  Brady,  Michigan 
Territory,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pnrcliase  of  land  adjoining  Fort  SuTlivan,  and  the 
buildings  thereon,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  following  objects,  in  addition  to  former  appropriations 
for  the  same : 

For  national  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  seventy-seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars. 

For  national  armory  at  Springfield,  forty-five  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  purchase  or  manufact'ire  of  light  brass  and  iron  fiekl 
artillery,  and  for  construction  of  field  artillery  carriages,  cais- 
sons, and  travelling  forges,  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  the  construction  of  furnaces  for  heating  cannon  balls, 
twelve  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorised,  under  the  restrictions. of  the 
act  of  the  first  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  to  make 
transfers  from  one  head  of  appropriations  for  fortifications,  to 
that  of  another  for  a  like  object,  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the 
public  interest  shall  require  it. 

Sec.  Z.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  several  sums  of 
money  appropriated  by  this  act,  and  all  other  sums  which  have 
been  or  may  be  appropriated  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 

frcss,  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  or  paid  over  to  t!ie 
isbursing  officers  or  agento  of  the  Government,  only  as  the 
same  may  bo  required  by  the  several  objects  of  expenditure  au- 
thorized by  law. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  63.]— AN  ACT  to  amend  on  act  entitled  "  An  act  autho- 
rizing the  laying  off  a  town  on  Bean  river,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, and  for  otner  purposes,"  approved  fiflh  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

^B  it  tnaetidy  <f>c.  That  all  acU  and  duties  reouired  to  be 
Hone  and  performed  by  the  surveyor  of  the  States  of  Illinois  and 
Missouri,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  under  the  act  to  which 
this  is  an  amendment,  shall  be  done  and  performed  by  a  board  of 
commiesioaers  of  three  in  number,  any  two  of  whom  shall  form 
a  quorum  to  do  business ;  said  commissioners  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  shall,  previous  to  their 
entering  uppn  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  taae  an  oath  or  af- 
firmation to  perform  the  same  faithfully  and  impartially. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  have  power  to  hear  evidence  and  determine  all 
elaima  to  lots  of  ground  arising  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  an 
Amendment;  and  for  this  purpose  the  said  commissioners  are  au- 
thorized to  administer  all  oaths  that  may  be  necessary,  and  re- 
duce to  writing  aU  the  evidence  in  support  of  claims  to  pre- 
emption presented  for  their  consideration ;  and  when  all  the  tes- 
timony shall  have  been  heard  and  considered,  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  file  with  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Galena  the  testimony  in  each  case,  together  with  a 
certificate  in  favor  of  each  person  having  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion  ;  and  upon  making  payment  to  the  Receiver  at  Galena  for 
the  lot  or  lots  to  which  such  person  is  entitled,  the  Receiver 
t»liall  grant  a  receipt  therefor,  and  issue  certificates  of  purchase, 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  General  liand  Office,  as  in  other  cases 
or  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fMTthtr  tn^tedt.  That  the  Regis^r  and 


Receiver  at  Galena,  after  the  board  of  commissioners  have, 
heard  and  determined  all  the  cases  of  pre-emption  under  the 
act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall  expose  the  residue  of 
lots  to  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  after  advertising  the 
same  in  three  public  newspapers  at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the 
day  of  sale,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  for  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  in  other  cases ;  and  afler  paying  to  the  commis- 
sioners the  compensation  hereinafter  allowed  them,  and  all  the 
otHer  expenses  incident  to  the  said  survey  and  sale,  the  Recei- 
ver of  ^e  Land  Office  shall  pay  over  the  residue  of  the  money 
he  may  have  received  from  the  sale  of  lota  aforesaid,  by  pre- 
emption as  well  as  at  public  auction,  into  the  hands  of  the  coun- 
ty comniissioners  of  Jo  Daviess  county,  to  be  expended  by  them 
in  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  and  the  construction  of  suit- 
able wharves  in  the  town  of  Galena. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  commissioners 
appointed  to  carry  this  act  into  effect  shall  be  paid  by  the  Re- 
ceiver six  dollars  each,  per  day,  for  their  services,  for  every 
day  they  are  necessarily  employed. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  64.}— AN  ACT  to  change  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  and  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  thereof. 

Be  U  enactedf  (f>c.  That  the  revense  arising  in  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  and  all  debts  due  to  the  same,  shall,  when  col- 
lected, be  f  aid  under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  eneu:tcd,  Thot  the  Postmaster 
£ieneral  shall  submit  to  Congress  at  the  next,  snd  each  succeed- 
ing annual  session,  specific  estimates  of  the  sums  of  money  ex- 
pected to  be  required  for  the  service  of  the  Department  in  the 
aubsequent  year,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  July,  under  the 
following  heads,  viz.  "Compensation  of  Poetmasters,"  4< Trans- 
portation ef  the  Mails,"  "Ship,  Steamboat,  and  Way  Letters," 
*' Wrapping  Paper,"  "  Office  Furniture,"  "Advertising,"  "Mail 
Bags,'^" Blanks,"  "Mail  Locks,  Keys,  and  Stamps/'  *'Mail 
Depredations  and  Specinl  Agents,"  "  Clerks  for  Offices,"  and 
"  Miscellaneous."  And  the  Postmaster  General  shall  render 
an  occount  to  Congress,  at  each  succeeding  annual  session,  of 
the  amounts  actually  expended  for  each  oF  the  purposes  above 
specified. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farCur  enacted^,  That  the  aggregate  sum 
required  "for  the  service  of  the  Post  Ofiice  Departcneot,"  in 
each  year,  shall  be  appropriated  by  law  out  qf  the  revenue  of 
the  Department,  and  thatall  payments  of  the  receipts  of  the  Poet 
Office  Department  into  the  Treasury  shall  be  to  the  credit  of 
the  said  oppropriation. 

Sec.  4.  Atxd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sums  appro- 
priated for  the  service  aforesaid  phall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer 
in  the  manner  herein  directed  :  Provided,  That  the  compensa- 
tion of  postmasters,  the  expenses  of  poet  ofliccs,  and  such  other 
expenses  of  the  Department  for  which  appropriations  have  been 
made,  as  may  be  incurred  by  p<}5tmaster8,  moy  be  deducted  out 
_of  the  proceeds  of  their  office?,  under  the  direction  of  the  Post- 
master General :  Andprovided,  also.  That  all  charges  against 
the  Department  by  postmasters,  on  account  of  such  expenses, 
shall  be  submitted  for  examination  and  settlement,  to  the  Audi- 
tor herein  provided  for ;  and  that  no  such  deduction  shall  be  va- 
lid, unless  the  expenditure  so  deducted  be  found  to  have  been 
made  in  conformity  to  law:  And  provided,  also.  That  the  Post- 
master (veneral  shall  have  power  to  transfer  debts  due  on  ac- 
count of  the  Department,  by  postmasters  and  others,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  the  legal  demands  for  which  appropriations  have  been 
made,  of  such  contractors  who  may  be  creditors  of  the  Depart- 
ment as  shall  have  given  bonds,  with  security,  to  refund  any 
moneys  that  may  come  into  their  hands  over  and  above  the 
amount  which  may  be  found  due  to  them  on  tlie  settlement  of 
their  accounts. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That-  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  shall  give  receipts  fo:  all  moneys  received  by 
him  to  the  credit  of  the  sppmpriation  for  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department;  which  receipts  shall  be  endorsed  upon 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  without  such 
warrant  no  acknowledgment  for  money  received  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  valid. 

Sec,  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  Poet  Office  Department  shall  be  disbursed 
by  the  Treasurer  out  of  the  moneys  paid  into  the  Treasury  for 
the  service  oFthe  Post  Office  Department,  upon  the  wanants  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  registered  and  countersigned  as  here- 
in provided,  and  expressing  on  their  face^i  the  appropriation  to 
which  they  should  be  charged. 
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Laws  of  the  United  Statea, 


Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Treasurer  shall 
render  his  accounts  of  the  moneys  received  and  paid  by  him  on 
account  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  quarterly  to  the  Auditor 
for  the  Poat  Office  Depnrtment,  hereinafter  provided  for,  and 
shall  transmit  copies  of  the  same,  when  adjusted  by  him,  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  an 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  all  accounts  orising  in  the  said  De- 
partments, ur  relative  thereto,  to  audit  and  settle  the  same,  and 
certify  their  balances  to  the  Postmaster  General  :  Provided^ 
That  if  cither  the  Postmaster  General,  or  any  person  whose  ac- 
count shall  be  settled,  be  dissatisfied  therewith,  he  may,  within 
twelve  months,  appeal  to  the  Firsi  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final  and  conclusive.  The  said  Auditor 
shall  report  to  the  Postmaster  General,  when  required,  the  offi- 
cial forms  of  papers  to  be  used  by  postmasters,  and  other  officers 
or  agents  of  the  Department  concerned  in  its  receipts  and  pay- 
ments, and  tlie  manner  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  its  ac- 
counts. He  shall  keep  and  preserve  all  accounts,  with  the 
vouchers,  after  settlement.  He  shall  promptly  report  to  the 
Postmaster  General  all  delinquencies  of  postmasters  in  paying 
over  the  proceeds  of  their  offices.  He  shall  close  the  accounts 
of  the  Department  quaVtcrly,  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  quarterly  statements  of  its  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures. He  shall  rcfjisicr,  charge,  and  countersign,  all  warrants 
upon  tlie  Treasury  for  receipts  and  payments  isnned  by  the  Post- 
master General,  when  wai ranted  by  law.  He  shall  perform 
such  other  duties,  in  relation  to  the  financial  concerns  of  the  De* 
partment,  as  shall  be  assigned  to  hira  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  shall  make  to  them,  respectively,  such  reports  as 
either  of  them  may  require  respecting  the  same.  The  said  Au- 
ditor may  frank,  and  receive,  free  of  postage,  letters  and  pack- 
ets under  the  regulations  provided  by  law  for  other  officers  of  the 
Government.  And  all  letteis  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Chief 
Engineer,  which  may  relate  to  the  business  of  his  office,  fchall 
be  free  of  postage. 

Sec.  9.  And beii further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  decide  on  the  official  forms  of  all 
papers  to  be  used  by  postmiistcrs,  and  other  officers  or  agents  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  concerned  in  its  receipts  and  pay- 
ments, and  the  manner  and  form  of  keeping  and  stating  its  ac- 
counts; to  enforce  the  prompt  rendition  of  the  returns  of  post- 
masters, and  of  all  cerlificai''.^,  acknowle:lgment«»,  ieceipL*«,  ond 
other  papers,  by  postmasters  and  contractors,  rel.itive  lo  tho  ac- 
counts of  the  Department;  to  control,  according  to  law,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  settlement  of  the  Auditor,  the  allowances  to  postmas- 
ters, the  expenses  of  post  onicei»,  and  all  other  expenses  incident 
to  the  service  of  the  Department;  lo  regulate  and  direct  the' 
payment  of  the  said  allowances  and  expenses  for  which  appro- 
priations have  been  made;  to  superintend  the  disposition  of  the 
proceeds  of  post  offices  and  other  moneys  of  the  Department  ; 
to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  poetraaslera  shall  pay  over 
their  balances;  to  grant  warrants  for  money  to  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  and  out  of  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by 
law,  to  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  he  certified  to  be  due  by 
the  said  Auditor  :  Provided^  That  advances  of  necessary  sums  to 
defray  expenses  may  be  made  by  the  Postmaster  General  to 
agents  of  the  Department  employed  to  investigate  mail  depreda- 
tions, examine  post  routes  and  post  offices,  and  perform  other  like 
services,  to  be  charged  by  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, and  be  accounted  for  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Auditor  for  the 
Post  Office  Department  shall  slate  and  certify,  quarterly,  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  accounts  of  the  moneys  paid  pursuant  to 
appropriations,  in  each  year,  by  postmasters,  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  their  offices,  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Department,  under 
each  of  the  heads  of  the  said  expenses  specified  in  the  second 
section  of  this  act ;  upon  which  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
issue  warrants  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  in  case 
of  the  receipt  and  payment  of  the  said  moneys  into  and  out  of 
the  Treasury,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  carried  to  the  cre- 
dit and  debit  of  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  on  the  books  of  the  Auditor  for  said  Depart- 
ment. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Postmaster 
General  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  the  making  of  any  con- 
tract, cause  a  duplicate  thereof  to  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  Upon  the  death,  resig- 
nation, or  removal  of  any  postmaster,  he  shall  cause  his  bond  of 
offiea  to  he  delivered  to  Uie  said  Auditor  ;  and  nhall  also  cause 
to  be  promptly  certified  to  him  all  e«tabli!ihment«  ftnd  disconiiu- 


nances  of  post  offices,  and  all  appotntments,  decths,  resignations; 
and  remorabi  of  postmasters,  together  with  all  orders  and  rego- 
lations  which  may  originate  a  clainii  or  in  any  manjier  affect  the 
accounts  of  the  DepartmenL 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  accounts  of  the 
Poet  Office  Department  shall  be  kept  in  such  manner  as  to  ex- 
hibit the  amounts  of  its  revenues,  derived  respectively  fiom 
"letter  postages,"  "newspapers  and  pamphlets,  'and  "ines;" 
and  the  amount  of  its  expenditures  for  each  of  the  foUowing  ob- 
jects, namely:  '•  Compensation  of  PosUnasters,"  "  Transportattoo 
of  the  Mails,"  "  Ship,  Steamboat-  and  Way  Letters,"  "  Wrap- 
ping Paper,'*  "Office  Furniture,'*  "Advertising,"  "MailBagi," 
"Blanks,  "Mail  I»cks,  Kevs,  and  Stamps,"  "Mail  Depreda- 
tions and  Special  Agents,"  ''^Clerks  for  Offices,"  and  **  Miscel- 
laneous." 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bonds  and  eoc- 
tracts  of  postmasters,  mail  contractors,  and  other  .agents  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  shall  hereafter  be  made  to  and  with  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  and  all  suits  to  be  commenced  for 
the  recovery  of  debts  or  balances  due  by  postmasten  and  others, 
or  upon  bonds  or  contracts  made  to  or  with  the  present  or  any 
former  Postmaster  General,  or  for  any  fine*,  penalties,  w  fm- 
fcitures,  imposed  by  the  laws  respecting  the  Post  Office  Depar- 
ment,  or  by  the  Postmaster  General,  pursuant  thereto,  shili 
be  instituted  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  itcd 
the  demands  in  such  suits  shall  have  all  the  privileges  ax>d  pri- 
orities in  adjudication  and  payment  secured  to  other  claims  ui 
the  United  States  by  the  existing  laws  :  Provided,  That  k- 
tiona  and  suits  which  may  have  been  instituted  in  the  nam*  of 
the  Postinaster  General,  previous  to  the  passage  of  this  art, 
shall  not  be  aflfectcd  by  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Auditor  of  \h* 
Post  Office  Department  shall  superintend  the  collection  of  al! 
debts  due  to  the  Department,  and  all  penalties  and  fc^eccr*^ 
imposed  on  postmasters  for  failing  to  make  returns,  or  pay  over 
the  proceeds  of  their  offices;  he  shall  direct  suits  and  legkl  pr> 
ccedings,  and  take  all  such  measures  as  may  be  authorized  '■^■j 
law,  to  euforce  the  prompt  payment  of  moneys  due  to  the  IH- 
partment. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  copies  of  theijjar- 
tcrly  returns  of  postmasters,  and  of  any  papers  pertaining  toih* 
accounts  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Depa"- 
ment,  certified  by  him  under  his  seal  of  office,  shall  be  admii^ 
as  evidence  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  eTerj 
oase  of  delinquency  of  any  postmaster  or  contractor,  in  wbrh 
Fiiit  may  be  brought,  the  said  Auditor  shzdl  fbrwar«i  to  the  si;'-;- 
ney  of  the  United  States  certified  copies  of  all  papers  ia  bis  cS- 
fice  lending  to  sustain  the  claim ;  and  in  every  such  case  a  state- 
ment of  the  occount,  certi'led  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  admmtd  aa 
evidence,  and  the  court  trying  the  cause  shall  be  therenpc o  au- 
thorized to  give  judgment  and  award  execution,  subject  U)  't' 
provisions  of  the  thirty-eighth  section  of  the  act  to  redme  iTit? 
one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the  Post  Ore;: 
Department,  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  aodiir^3- 
ty-five.  No  claim  for  a  credit  shall  be  allowed  upon  the  trial  tsi 
such  as  shall  have  been  presented  to  the  said  Auditor,  and  by  lam 
disallowed  in  whole  or  in  part,  unless  it  shall  be  proved  to  -.s* 
satisfaction  of  the  court  that  the  defendant  is,  at  the  lime  of  ii^^ 
trial,  in  possession  of  vouchers  not  before  in  his  power  to  piwarF. 
and  that  he  was  prevented  from  exhibiting  to  the  said  AiHiiic-r  t 
claim  for  such  credit,  by  some  unsvoidsble  accident.  In  s^ls 
for  balances  due  from  postmasters,  interest,  at  the  rate  of  ei 
per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  recovered  from  the  time  of  ±t 
default  until  payment. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  attorneys  cf 
the  United  States,  in  the  prosecution  of  suits  for  moneys  du<"  oa 
account  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  shall  obey  the  diretru  ns 
which  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  given  to  them  by  the  Aoditar 
for  the  Post  Office  Department;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  caci 
of  the  said  attorneys,  immediately  after  the  end  of  ererj  tera 
of  any  court  in  which  any  of  the  suits  aforesaid  shall  have  b-^ea 
pending,  to  forward  to  the  said  Auditor  a  statement  of  all  tk> 
judgments,  orders,  and  steps  which  have  been  made  or  taken  c 
the  same,  during  the  said  term,  accompanied  by  a  ccrtifiraie  e^. 
the  clerk,  showing  the  parties  to,  and  amount  of,  each  ys^if 
ment,  and  such  other  information  as  may  be  required  by  the  i^ii 
Auditor.  The  said  attorneys  shall  direct  speedy  and  fffecuml 
process  of  execution  upon  the  said  judgments;  and  it  shall  Ni 
the  duty  of  the  marshals  of  the  United  States  to  whom  the  tssc 
shall  be  directed,  to  make  to  the  said  Auditor,  at  soch  times  a' 
he  may  dirext,  returns  of  the  proceedings  which  have  uiktn 
place  ur>on  the  said  process  of  6xeenti<m. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  ia  all  cases  wb«r« 
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any  sam  or  Bunui  of  money  have  been  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
(he  Post  Office  Department  to  any  individual,  or  individuals, 
under  pretence  that  service  has  been  performed  therefor,  when 
in  fftct  such  service  has  not  been  performed,  or  by  way  of  addi- 
tional allowance  for  increased  service  actually  rendered,  when 
the  additional  allowance  exceeds  the  sum  which,  by  the  provi- 
sions of  law,  might  rightfully  have  been  allowed  Uierefor,  and 
in  all  other  cases  where  the  moneys  of  the  Department  have 
been  paid  over  to  any  person,  in  consequence  of  fraudulent  re- 
pr.'scniations,  or  by  the  mistake,  collusion,  or  misconduct  of  any 
olTicer  or  clerk  of  the  Department,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  cause  suit  to  be  brought  in  the  name  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  recover  bacK  the  same,  or  the 
excess,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  interest  thereon. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Auditor  for  the 
Post  Office  Department  shall  adjust  and  settle  all  balances  due 
from  postmasters  on  arcount  of  transactions  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six.  He  shall,  when  ne- 
cessary, institute  suits  for  the  same,  and  cause  them  to  be  cfTec- 
iiially  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execution ;  and,  in  cases  in 
which  proceedings  at  law  for  these  or  any  other  balances  that 
are  or  may  become  due  on  account  of  the  Poet  Office  Depart- 
ment have  been  or  shall  be  fruitless,  may  direct  the  institution 
of  suits  in  chancery,  to  set  aside  fraudulent  conveyances  or 
trusts,  or  attach  debts  due  to  the  defendants,  or  obtain  any 
other  proper  exercise  of  the  powers  of  equity,  to  have  satiafac- 
tion  of  the  said  judgments  ;  and  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
sitting  in  chancery,  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  entertain  such 
bills,  and  make  such  decrees  and  orders  thereupon  as  may  be 
consonant  to  the  principles  and  usages  of  equity.  The  said  Au- 
ditor shall  report  to  the  Postmaster  General,  to  be  by  him  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  i\a  next  annual  session,  a  statement  of  all 
the  balanc^es  and  debts  due  to  the  Post  Office  Department  as 
aforeEaid  Liy  late  postmasters,  showing  in  each  case  the  name 
and  office  of  the  principal  debtor,  the  names  of  the  sureties,  if 
any,  the  amount  of  the  debt,  the  time  at  which  it  accrued,  the 
steps  taken  to  collect  the  same,  and  whether  they  have  been 
successfid  or  not.  The  said  statement  shall  also  classify  such  of 
the  said  balances  as  may  then  remain  due,  into  such  as  are  con- 
sidered collectable,  and  such  as  arc  not,^  with  tho  whole  amomit 
of  each  class. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Auditor  for  the 
Post  Office  Department,  or  any  mayor  of  a  city,  justice  of  peace, 
or  judge  of  any  court  of  record  in  the  United  States,  by  him 
especially  designated,  shall  be  authorized  to  administer  oaths 
and  affirmations,  in  relation  fo  the  examination  and  settlement  of 
the  accounts  committed  to  his  charge  ;  and  if  any  person  shall 
knowingly  swear  or  affirm  falsely,  touching  the  expenditures  of 
the  Post  Office  Department,  or  in  relation  to  any  account  of,  or 
claim  against,  or  in  favor  of,  the  said  Department,  he  or  she 
shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  suffer  as  for  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  em- 
ployed by  the  Postmaster  General  a  third  Assistant  Pa^itmaster 
General,  whamay  receive  and  send  letters  and  packets  free  of 
postage,  and,  in  lieu  of  the  clerks  now  employed  m  the  Depart- 
ment, one  chief  clerk,  three  principal  clerks,  and  thirty-three 
other  clerks,  one  messenger,  and  three  assistant  messengers, 
and  two  watchmen. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
employed  by  the  Secretair  of  the  Treasur}',  in  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  one  chief  clerk, 
four  principal  clerks,  and  thirty-eight  other  clerks,  one  messen- 
ger, and  one  assistant  messsenger,  also  three  clerks,  one  at  a 
salary  of  fourteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  one  at  a  salary 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  one  at  a  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  in  the  office  of  the  Treasiurer  of  the  United  States,  in 
lieu  of  the  same  number  of  clerks  now  employed  in  the  office 
of  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  in  adjusting  the  accounts 
of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  itfurther  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  to  Congress,  at  each  annual 
session  thereof,  the  following  several  reports: 

First.  A  report  of  all  contracts  made  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  within  the  preceding  year,  stating  in  each  case  of 
contract  its  date  and  duration,  the  name  of  the  contractor,  the 
route  or  routes  embraced  in  the  contract,  with  the  length  of 
each,  with  the  times  of  arrival  and  departure  at  the  ends  of 
each  route,  the  mode  of  transportation  contracted  for,  and  the 
price  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  Department.  Also,  a  state- 
ment of  all  such  land  and  water  mails  as  may  have  been  es- 
tablished or  ordered  by  the  Department  within  the  year  pre- 
ceding,' other  than  those  let  to  contract  at  the  annual  lettings  of 


mail  contracts,  specifying,  in  each  case,  the  route  or  water- 
course on  which  the  mail  is  established,  the  name  of  the  person 
employed  to  transport  it,  the  mode  of  transportation,  the  amount 
paid  or  to  be  paid,  and  the  proposed  duration  of  the  order  or 
contract. 

Second.  A  report  of  all  allowances  made  to  contractors  within 
the  year  preceding,  beyond  the  sums  originally  stipulated  in 
their  respective  contracts,  and  the  reasons  for  the  same ;  and  of 
all  orders  made  by  the  Department,  whereby  additional  expense 
is  or  will  be  incurred,  beyond  the  original  contract  price,  on  any 
land  or  water  route,  specifying  in  each  case  the  route  to  which 
the  order  relates,  the  name  of  the  contractor,  the  original  ser- 
vice provided  by  iJie  contract,  the  original  price,  the  date  of  the 
order  for  additional  service,  the  additional  service  required,  and 
the  additional  allowonce  therefor ;  also,  a  report  of  all  curtail- 
ments of  expenses  effected  by  ihe  Department  within  the  pre- 
ceding yeaf^  specifying,  in  each  case,  the  same  particulars  as 
required  in  cases  of  additional  allowances. 

Third.  A  report  of  all  incidental  expenses  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  preced- 
ing, arranged  according  to  their  several  objects,  as  for  "  Wrap- 
ping Paper,"  "Office  Furniture,"  "Advertising,"  "Mail  Bags," 
"  Blanks,"  "  Mail  Locks,  Keys,  and  Stamps,''^  "  Mail  Depreda- 
tions and  Special  Agente,"  "  Clerks  for  Offices,"  "Miscellane- 
ous," showing  the  sum  paid  under  each  head  of  expenditure  ; 
and  the  namt^s  of  the  persons  to  whom  paid,  except  only  per- 
sons employed  in  detecting  depredations  on  the  mail,  and  other 
confidential  agents,  need  not  be  disclosed  in  said  report. 

Fourth.  A  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  preceding, 
showing  the  whole  amount  of  balances  due  to  the  Department 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  from  postmasters  and  all  others, 
the  whole  amount  of  postage  that  accrued  within  the  year,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  engagements  and  liabilities  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  mail  transportation  during  the  year,  the  amount  actual- 
ly paid  during  the  year  for  and  on  account  of  mail  transporta- 
tion and  otherwise,  stating  separately  so  much  of  the  said  amount 
as  may  have  been  paid  on  account  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  and  for  otlier  debts  for  the  same  object,  in  preceding 
years. 

Fifth.  A  report  of  all  fines  imposed,  and  deductions  fromtlie 
pay  of  contractors  made  during  the  preceding  year,  for  failures 
to  deliver  the  mail,  or  for  any  other  cause,  stating  the  names  of 
the  delinquent  contractors,  the  nature  of  the  delinquency,  the 
route  on  which  it  occurred,  the  time  when  it  occurred,  the  time 
when  the  fine  was  imposed,  and  whellier  the  fine  has  been  re- 
mitted, or  order  for  deduction  rescinded,  and  for  what  reason. 
Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ii  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  before  advertising  for  proposals  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  to  form  the  best  judgment  practi- 
cable as  to  the  mode,  time,  and  frequency  of  transportation  on 
each  route,and  to  advertise  accordingly.  No  consolidated  or  com- 
bination bid  shall  be  received,  and  no  additional  compensation 
shall  be  made  to  any  mail  contractor,  so  that  the  compensation 
for  additional  regular  service  shall  exceed  iho  exact  proportion 
which  the  original  compensation  bears  to  the 'original  services 
stipulated  to  be  performed ;  and  no  extra  allowance  shall  be 
made  to  any  contractor  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  an  in- 
crease of  expedition  in  the  transportation  of  tho  mail,  unless 
the  employment  of  additional  stock  or  carriers,  by  the  contrac- 
tor, sbaJlbe  rendered  necessary  ;  and  in  such  case  the  addition- 
al compensation  shall  never  bear  a  greater  proportion  to  the  ad- 
ditional stock  or  carriers  rendered  necessary,  than  the  sum 
stipulated  iu  the  original  contract  bears  to  the  stock  and  carriers 
necessarily  employcdin  its  execution ;  and  when  any  extra 
service  shall  be  ordered,  the  amount  of  the  allowance  therefor, 
in  dollars  and  cents,  shall  be  signified  iu  the  order  for  such  ser- 
vice, and  be  forthwith  entered  upon  the  books  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department;  and  no  additional  compensation  shall  be  paid 
for  any  extra  regular  service  rendered  before  the  issuing  of  such 
order  and  the  making  of  such  entry  ;  and  every  order,  entry,  or 
memorandum  whatever,  on  which  any  action  of  the  Department 
is  to  be  had,  allowance  made,or  money  paid,  and  every  contract, 
paper,  or  obligation  drawn  up  in  said  office,  by  any  officer  there- 
of, shall  have  affixed  to  it  its  true  date ;  and  every  paper  relat- 
ing to  contracts  or  allowances  filed  in  said  office  shall  have  the 
date  of  \U  filing  endorsed  thereon.  And  whenever  it  shall 
become  necessary  to  change  the  terms  of  any  existing  contract 
in  any  otlier  manner  than  that  designated  by  this  act,  or  to  en- 
ter into  a  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  at  any  other 
time  than  at  the  annual  letting,  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
give  notice  in  ^ne  nexvspaper  published  at  Washington  City,  and 
m  one  newspaper  published  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  route  on 
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which  the  services  are  to  be  perfcrmed,  for  at  least  iuur  weeks 
before  changing  or  making  such  contract,  inviting  proposals 
therefor ;  which  proposals  shall  be  received  and  opened,  and 
such  proceedings  thoreon  had,  in  all  things^  as  at  the  annual 
letting.  Provided^  however^  That  the  Postmaster  General  may 
make  temporary  contracts  until  a  regular  letting  can  take  place. 
Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  proposals  for  mail 
contracts  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Department  sealed,  and  shall 
be  kept  sealed  until  the  biddings  are  closed,  and  shall  then  be 
opened  and  marked  in  the  presence  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
and  of  one  of  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General,or  in  the  presence 
Qf  two  of  the  Assistant  Postmasters  General.  And  the  contracts 
in  all  cases  shall  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  except  when 
his  bid  is  not  more  than  five  per  centum  below  that  of  the  last 
contractor,  on  the  route  bid  for,  who  shall  have  faithfully  perform* 
ed  hb  contract:  Provided,  howevert  That  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral shall  not  be  bound  to  consider  the  bid  of  any  person  w1m> 
shall  have  wilfully  or  negligently  failed  to  execute  or  perform  a 
prior  contract. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  have  recorded,  in  a  well-bound 
book,  a  true  and  faithful  abstract  of  ofiers  made  to  him  for  carry- 
ing the  mail,  embracing  as  well  thoje  which  are  rejected  as 
those  which  are  accepted.  The  said  abstract  shall  contain  the 
names  of  the  party  or  parties  ofTeiing ;  the  terms  on  which  he  or 
they  propose  to  carry  the  mail ;  the  sum  for  which  it  is  offered 
to  contract;  and  the  length  of  time  the  agreement  is  to  continue. 
And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  tlie  Postmaster  General  to  put  on 
file,  preserve  the  oriirioals  of  the  propositions  of  which  abatracta 
are  here  directed  to  be  made,  and  to  report  at  each  session  of 
Congress  a  true  copy  from  the  said  record  of  all  offers  made  for 
carrying  the  mail  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person  em- 
ployed in  the  Post  Office  Department,  or  Postmaster,  shall  be- 
come interested  in  any  mail  contract,  or  act  as  agent,  with  or 
without  compensation,  in  any  matter  or  thing  relating  to  business 
in  said  Department,  for  any  contractor,  or  person  offering  to  be- 
come a  contractor,  he  shall  bo  forthwith  dismissed  from  ofEce, 
and  shall  be  liable  to  pay  so  much  money  as  would  have  been 
realized  from  said  contract,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt 
in  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  in  the  name  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the  use  of  the  Poet  Office  Department ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  prosecution  to 
be  instituted. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  proposal  for 
the  transpor^ition  of  the  mail  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  written 
guaranty,  signed  by  one  or  more  responsible  persons,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  he  or  they  undertake  that  the  bidder  or  bidders  will,  if 
his  or  their  bid  be  accepted,  enter  into  an  obligation  in  such  time 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Postmaster  Gennral,  with  good  and 
sufficient  sureties,  to  perform  the  service  proposed.  No  propo- 
sal shall  be  considered  unless  accompanied  by  such  guaranty. 
If,  ailertbe  acceptance  of  a  proposal,  and  notification  thereof  to 
the  bidder  or  bidders,  he  or  they  shall  fail  to  enter  into  an  obli- 
gation, within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  performance  of  the  ser- 
vice, then  the  Postmaster  General  shall  proceed  to  contract  with 
some  other  person  or  persons,  for  the  performance  of  the  said 
service,  and  shall  forthwith  cause  the  cftlTerence  between  the 
amount  contained  in  the  proposal  so  guarantied,  and  the  amount 
for  which  he  may  have  contracted  for  the  performance  of  said 
service,  for  the  whole  period  of  the  proposal,  to  be  charged  up 
against  the  said  bidder  or  bidders,  and  his  or  their  guarantor  or 
guarantors,  and  the  same  maybe  immediately  recovered  by  the 
United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  an 
action  of  debt  against  either  or  all  of  the  said  persons. 

Sec.  28.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  contract  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  shall  knowingly  be  made  by  the  Post- 
master General  with  any  person  who  shall  have  entered  into 
any  combination,  or  proposed  to  enter  into  any  combination,  to 
prevent  tlie  making  of  any  bid  for  a  mail  contract  by  any  other 
person  or  persons  ;  or  who  shall  have  made  any  agreement,  or 
shall  have  given  or  performed,  or  promised  to  give  or  per- 
form, for  any  consideration  whatever,  or  to  do  or  not  to  do  any 
thing  whatever,  in  order  to  induce  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons not  to  bid  for  a  mail  contract.  And  if  any  person  so 
offending  be  a  mail  contractor,  he  may  be  forthwith  dismissed 
from  the  service  of  the  Department :  Providedj  That  whenever 
tlie  Postmaster  General  shall  exercise  the  power  conferred  on 
him  by  this  section,  he  shall  transmit  a  copy  or  statement 
of  the  evidence  on  which  he  acts  to  Congress,  at  its  next  session. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  encutedf  That  no  person  whose  bid 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  may  be  accepted,  shall  receive 


any  pay  until  he  shall  have  executed  his  contractjaeeording  u> 
law  and  llie  regulations  of  the  Departoient ;  nor  shall  any  pay- 
ment be  made  for  any  addkisnal  regalar  serviee  im  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  unless  the  same  shall  have  besn  rendered 
m  obedience  to  a  prior  legal  order  of  the  Postmaster  Genersl. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  mnch  of  the  act 
concerning  the  Post  Office  Department,  apprwrcd  Match  third, 
eighteen  hundred  ind  twenty-five,  as  directs  that  duplicates  or 
copies  of  contracts  or  orders  made  by  the  Postmaster  Greoeral 
shall  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Tressazy, 
be  repealed. 

See.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  ThaX  k  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  furnish  to  the  postmastezs  at  y^e 
termination  of  each  route,  a  schedule,  specifying  the  tjsaes  of  ar- 
rival and  departure  at  their  offices,  respectively,  of  each  mail,  a 
copy  of  which  th^  postmaster  shall  post  up  in  some  eoospicuMa 
place  in  his  office  ;  and  the  Postmaster  General  afaalJ  ajbe  fur- 
nish a  notice,  in  like  manner,  of  any  change  or  alteratum  in  the 
arrivals  and  departures  which  may  be  ordered  by  bant.  And  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  every  postmaster  promptly  to  report  to  the 
Department  every  delinquency,  neglect,  or  malpxacike  of  the 
conlraeton,  their  affentii,  or  carriers,  that  may  coaie  la  hk 
knowledge.  And  the  Postmaster  General  shall  cause  to  be 
kept,  and  returned  to  the  Department  at  short  and  regobr  is- 
tervala,  by  postmasters  at  the  end  of  the  Toakesy  and  «Kh 
others  as  he  may  think  proper,  registers,  showing  the  eiact 
times  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  maila. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  if  any  poalmasier 
shall  unlawfully  detain  in  his  office  any  letter,  package,  pts- 
phlet,  or  newspaper,  with  intent  to  prevent  the  arrival  and  de- 
livery of  the  same  to  the  person  or  persona  to  whom  such  lee^r. 
package,  pamplilet,  or  newspaper  may  be  addressed  or  directed 
in  the  usual  course  of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  aloB^tiie 
route ;  or  if  any  postmaster  shall,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  give 
a  preference  to  any  letter,  package,  pamphlet,  or  newspaper, 
over  another,  which  may  pass  through  his  office,  by  ftrtwardifif 
the  one  and  retaining  the  other,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereoC 
be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  d^^lars,  and  icipn- 
Boned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  shall,  QU>reover, 
be  forevei  thereafier  incapable  of  holding  the  office  of  poatsss- 
ter  in  the  United  States. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  »p- 
pointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  ike 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  a  deputy  pocMmaster  lor  eatl 
post  office  at  which  the  commissions  allowed  to  the  postjasster 
amounted  to  one  thousand  dollars  or  upwards,  in  the  year  coal- 
ing the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five,  or  which  may,  in  any  subsequent  year.tenaiiuao^ 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  amount  to  or  exceed  tlui  «ib,  who 
shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  unless  sotmet  re- 
moved by  the  President. 

Sec.  34.  And  be  it  further  enactedf  That  assistant  po^txaas- 
ters  and  clerks  regularly  employed  and  engaged  in  post  o£<:» 
shall  be  exempt  from  militia  duties  and  from  serving  on  jxaia, 
and  from  any  fine  or  penalty  for  neglect  thereof. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  advertisenkenti  ef 
letters  remaining  in  post  offices,  may,  under  the  direction  of  ike 
Postmaster  General,  be  made  in  more  than  one  newspaper: 
Provided^  That  the  whole  cost  of  advertising  shall  not  exceed 
four  cents  for  each  letter. 

See.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  postmaster  «hftll 
receive  free  of  postage,  or  frank,  any  letter  or  packet  com^osti 
of,  or  containing  any  thing  other  than  paper  (or  moneyi)  axhi  fur 
a  violation  of  this  provision,  the  offender  shall  be  dismissed  fn^sa 
office,  and  upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  competent  juredb- 
tion  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars.  And  no  person  shall  bold  Uie 
office  of  postmaster  who  shall  not  be  an  actual  resident  of  the  cit? 
or  town  wherein  the  office  is  situated,  or  the  district  of  country 
usually  supplied  by  said  office. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when  any  one  or 
more  of  the  sureties  of  a  postmaster  shall  notify  to  the  Postias^- 
tor  General  their  desire  to  be  released  from  their  suretyship, 
or  when  the  Postmaster  General  shall  deem  it  necessary,  he 
shall  require  the  said  postmaster  to  execute  a  new  bond,  withfe- 
curity,  which,  when  accepted  by  the  Postmaster  General,  sba!: 
be  as  valid  as  the  bond  given  upon  the  original  appoiormeot  of 
said  postmaster,  and  the  sureties  in  the  prior  bond  shall  be  re- 
leased from  responsibility  for  all  acts  or  defaults  of  said  ^ysi- 
master,  which  may  be  done  or  committed  subsequent  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  new  bond,  the  date  of  which  ahall  be  endor»^d 
thereon :  Provided^  That  payments  made  subsequent  to  the 
execution  of  the  new  bond  by  said  postmaster  shall  be  applied 
first  to  discharge   any  balance   which  may  be   dne  on  the  e]d 
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bind,  unlees  he  8hall|  at  the  time  of  payment,  expressly  direct 
them  to  be  applied  to  the  credit  of  his  new  accoont. 

Sec.  38.  Aru26et<^rtA«r  enac/tfd,  That  if  any  person  shall 
be  accessaiT  after  the  fact,  to  the  offence  of  stealing  or  taking 
the  mail  or  the  United  States,  or  of  stealing  or  taking  any  letter 
or  packet,  or  encloeare  in  any  letter  or  packet  sent  or  to  be 
sent  in  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  from  any  post  office  in  the 
United  States,  or  from  the  mail  of  the  United  Sutes,  by  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatever,  every  person  so  offending  as  accessa- 
ry, shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years ;  and  such  accessary  afler  the  fact  may  be  tried,  convict- 
ed, and  panished  in  the  district  in  which  his  offence  was  com- 
mitted, though  the  principal  offence  may  have  been  committed 
in  another  district,  and  before  the  trial  of'^the  principal  offender : 
Provided,  Such  principal  offender  has  fled  from  justice,  or  can- 
not be  arrested  to  be  put  upon  his  trial. 

Sec.  39.  Andbaitjurtfur  enactedf  That  in  case  the  Post- 
master General  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  establish  an  express 
mail,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  mail,  on  any  of  the  post  roads  in 
the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  slips  from  news- 
papers in  lieu  of  exchange  newspapers,  or  letters,  other  than 
such  as  contain  money,  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight, 
marked  "  express  mail,"  and  public  despatches,  he  shall  be  au- 
thorized to  charge  all  letters  and  packets  carried  by  such  ex- 
press mail  with  triple  the  rates  of  postage  to  which  letters  and 
packets,  not  free,  may  be  by  law  subject,  when  carried  by  the 
ordinary  mails. 

Sec.  40.  And  he  it  further  entuUed,  That  in  case  of  the 
death,  resignation,  or  absence  of  the  Postmaster  General,  all  his 
powers  and  duties  shall  devolve,  for  the  time  being,  on  the  First 
Assistant  Postmaster  General. 

Sec.  41.  And  be  it  further  enacj^ed^  That  the  Postmaster 
General  shall  be  authorized,  whenever  the  same  may  be  pro- 
per for  the  accommodation  of  the  Public  in  any  city,  to  employ 
letter-carriers,  for  the  delivery  of  letters  received  at  the  post 
office  in  said  city ;  except  such  as  the  persons  to  whom  they  are 
addressed  may  have  requested,  in  writing,  addressed  to  the 
postmaster,  to  be  reuined  in  the  post  office  ;  and  for  the  receipt 
of  letters  at  such  places  in  the  said  city  as  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral may  direct,  and  for  the  depoeite  of  the  same  in  the  post 
office  ;  and  for  the  delivery  by  a  carrier  of  each  letter  received 
from  the  post  office,  the  person  to  whom  the  same  may  be  deli- 
vered shall  pay  not  exceeding  two  cents,  and  ibr  the  delivery 
of  each  newspaper  and  pamphlet,  one-half  cent ;  and  fur  every 
letter  received  b^  a  carrier,  to  be  deposited  in  tho  post  office, 
tliere  shall  be  paid  to  him,  at  the  time  of  the  receipt,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  cents  ;  all  of  which  receipts  by  the  carriers  in  any 
city  shall,  if  the  Postmaster  General  so  direct,  be  accounted 
for  to  the  postmaster  of  said  city,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the 
compensation  of  the  said  carriers,  and  be  paid  to  them  in  such 
proportions  and  manner  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct. 
Ekich  of  the  said  carriers  shall  give  bond  with  sureties,  to  be 
npproved  by  the  Postmaster  General,  fi>r  the  safe  custody  and 
delivery  of  letters,  and  for  Uie  due  account  and  payment  of  all 
moneys  received  by  him. 

Sec.  42.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral shall  be  authorized,  in  his  discretion,  to  contract  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  on  the  navigable  canals  of  the  several  States,  in  all 
cases  where,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  interests  and  conve- 
nience shall  require  it ;  and  for  the  time  during  which  mails 
may  be  carried  on  such  canals,  or  any  parts  thereof,  the  same 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  post  roads. 

Sec.  43.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  an- 
nual salaries  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Assistant  Postmasters  Gene- 
ral, and  to  the  clerks,  messengers,  and  watchmen,  provided  for 
the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  viz. 

To  the  three  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  each  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars. 

To  the  chief  clerk,  two  thousand  dollars. 
To  tlie  three  principal  clerks,  each  one  thousand  six  hundred 
diillars. 

To  ten  clerks,  each  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 
To  fifteen  clerks,  each  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 
To  eight  clerks,  each  one  thousand  dollars. 
To  the  messenger,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
To  the  three  assistant  messengers,  each  three  hundred  and 
fiRy  dollars. 

To  the  two  watchmen,  each  three  hundred  dollars. 
Sec.  44.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following  annual 
salaries  shall  be  allowed  to  tlie  Auditor  of  tlie  Poet  Office  De- 
partment, and  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  herein  provided  for 
the  service  of  his  office,  viz. 
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To  the  Auditor,  three  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  chief  clerk,  two  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  four  principal  clerks,  each  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

To  ten  clerks,  each  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

To  twenty  clerks,  each  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

To  eight  clerks,  each  one  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  messenger,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  to  the 
assistant  messenger,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  45.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  o(  three 
million  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the- same 
is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment for  the  year  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  arising  from  the  revenues  of  the  said  Department,  to 
be  accounted  for  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  act. 

Sec.  46.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be 
in  force  and  take  effect  from  the  passage  thereof. 

Approved,  Julyi2,  1836. 

[No.  65.]— AN  ACT  to  establish  certain  post  roads,  and  to  alter 
and  discontinue  othezs,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  U  enacted^  <^c.  That  the  following  be  established  as  post 
roads: 

IN  MAINE. 

From  Lincolnville  tolsleborough.  From  Wilton,  throngh  Weld 
and  Byron,  to  Andover.  From  Topsham,  through  Lisbon,  by 
Little  River  village  and  Marall's  Factory  village,  to  Lewiston 
falls.  Prom  Dennysville,  through  Charlotte,  Cooper,  and  Bar- 
ing, to  Calais.  From  Saco,  by  Salmon  falls.  Bar  mills.  Modera- 
tion falls,  Bonny  Eagle  falls,  to  East  Baldwin.  From  Wayne 
village,  by  Norris's  ferry,  Isaac  Strickland's,  and  William  H. 
Britten's,  in  Livermore,  to  Hayford's  mills,  in  Canton,  and  Peru, 
to  East  Rumfbrd.  From  Brunswick  to  Harpewell.  From  Port- 
land, by  Falmouth  Centre,  Cumberland,  Upper  Yarmouth,  New 
Gloucester,  East  Poland,  Minot,  West  Minot,  East  Hebron,  to 
Buckfield  village.  From  Calais,  through  Bayleyville  and 
Princeton,  to  Houlton.  From  Giardiner,  through  Pittaton,  Hal- 
lowell,  Whitefield,  Windsor,  Patrickstown,  Washington,  Liber- 
ty, Appleton,  Searsmont,  and  Belmont,  to  Belfast.  From  Port- 
land, through  Cumberland  Centre,  Pownal,  Durham,  Lisbon, 
Wales,  and  Winthrop,  to  Augusta.  From  Waterville,  by  China, 
to  Palermo.  From  North  New  Portland,  throngh  Lexington,  to 
Dead  river.  From  Vinalhaven  to  Isle  of  Haute.  From  Port- 
land, through  Stroudwater  village  and  Buxton,  to  Salem  falls. 
From  Thomaston,  ria  Cushing,  to  Friendship.  From  East 
Thomaston,  to  Owl's  Head.  From  Thomaston  to  Vinalhaven. 
From  Doughty's  falls  (or  Ber^vick)  to  Great  Falls,  New  Hamp- 
shire. From  Brunswick,  by  South  Durham,  Southwest  Bend, 
Goff*s  comer.  East  Minot,  and  East  Turner,  to  Turner.  From 
Warren,  by  Jefferson  and  North  Whitfield,  to  Augusta.  From 
Madison,  by  Madison  Centre  and  South  Anson,  to  West  New 
Vineyard. 

IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Prom  Guilford,  through  Meredith,  to  New  Hampton.  From 
Hebron,  through  Alexandria,  to  Bristol.  From  Hillsborough 
bridge,  through  the  south  part  of  Antrim  and  Hancock,  to  Pe- 
terborough. From  South  Deerfield  to  Pittafield.  From  Ossi- 
pee  to  Tuftonborough.  From  Groion,  Massachusetts,  to  Dun- 
stable, New  Hampshire.  From  Dunstable,  by  Hudson,  Lon- 
donderry, Derry,  Hampstead,  Hawke,  and  Kingston,  to  Ex- 
eter, in  New  Hampshire.  From  Exeter,  by  Hampton  falls, 
to  Hampton  beach.  From  Dover,  by  Durham,  Lee,  Ep- 
ping,  and  Chester,  to  Derry.  From  Lebanon,  by  Springfield, 
New  London,  and  Sutton,  to  Warner.  From  Hillsborough 
bridge,  by  Antrim,  North  Branch,  Stoddard,  and  Sullivan,  to 
Keene.  From  Hillsborough  bridge,  by  South  Antrim,  and  Ban- 
cock,  to  Peterborough.  From  Tuftonborough  and  Ossipee,  in 
New  Hompshire,  Newfield,  Limerick,  Waterborough,  and  Bux- 
ton, to  Portland,  in  Maine.  From  Hillsborough  bridge,  by  Hills- 
bomngh  Centre,  Bradford  Centre,  and  Sutton,  to  Sutton  village. 
From  Amherst,  by  Milford,  Wilton,  and  Moson,  to  New  Ipswich. 
From  Windham,  via  Londonderry,  to  Hooksett.  From  Clare - 
mont  to  Cornish  flat. 

IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

From  East  Middleboro',  through  Plympton,  to  Kingston,  in 
Plymouth  county.  From  Taunton  to  Norton.  Prom  Poxboro* 
to  Wrentham.  From  Franklin,  through  Bellingham,  to  South 
Milford.  From  Nortli  Woodstock,  through  WWstock,  Wil- 
kinson's factory,  Killingly,  in  Connecticut,  to  Chepatchet,  in 
Rhode  Island.    From  Yarmouth  to  South  Yarmouth.    Ftom 
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Sandiafield  to  Sheffield.     Prom  Boston,  through  Lynn,  DaDrer*, 
Tofwfieldj  New  Rowley,  West  Newbury,  to  Amesbury. 
IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

From  Woonsocket  foils,  Rhode  Island,  through  South  Belling- 
bam,  Massachusetts,  to  Franklin,  and  tlience  to  Fisst  Medway. 
From  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  by  water,  to  Wickford. 
IN  CONNECTICUT. 

Prom  Furnace  village,  through  Lime  Rock  and  Falls  Tillage, 
to  South  Canaan.  From  Worcester  to  Charlton,  through  South- 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  through  the  west  part  of  Woodstock,  to 
Tolland,  in  Connecticut.  From  Jewett's  city,  by  Parkersville, 
to  Canterbury.  From  Plainfield,  by  Moosup  and  Central  Til- 
lage, to  Brooklyn.  From  Hartford,  via  Windsor,  Poeonoc, 
East  Granby,  West  Sheffield,  and  Feeding-hills,  to  Weatfield. 
From  Wesiport,  via  the  Academy  in  Weston,  Stepney  Post 
Office,  and  S&oar,  to  Bentiett's  bridge.  From  New  Haven,  by 
Ekist  Haven,  North  Branford,  North  Guilford,  North  Bristol,  and 
North  Killingworth,  to  Essox.  From  Essex,  by  Hamburg  and 
North  Lyme,  to  Norwich  City. 

IN  VERMONT. 

From  Johnston,  through  Eden,  Lowell,  Wftstfield,  Troy,  and 
Newport,  to  Derby.  Prom  Bellows  falls,  through  Athens, 
BrooKline,  Newfone,  and  Dover,  to  Wilmington.  Prom  Mount 
Holly,  throuffh  MechanicsTJlIe,  to  Weston.  From  Alburghto 
West  Alburgh.  From  Windsor,  by  Hartland,  QrUeechy  Tillage, 
West  Hartford,  Snow's  store,  Sharon,  and  South  Stafford,  to 
Stafford.  From  ProctorsTilIe,  via  Cavendish,  Greenbush,  and 
Corner's,  in  Vermont,  to  Claremont,  in  Now  Hampshire.  From 
Williston  to  Jerico. 

IN  NEW  YORK. 

From  Walertown  to  Rodman,  by  Burrrille,  in  the  county  of 
Jefferson.  Frem  Carthage,  through  the  village  of  Great  Band, 
Le  Raysviile,  Fell's  mills,  Lockport,  and  Huntingdon's  mills,  to 
the  village  of  Watertown,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson.  From 
Theresa,  in  tlie  county  of  Jefferson,  by  the  Glass  works  and 
South  Hammond,  to  Hammond,  in  thecounty  of  Saint  I/awrence. 
From  Hudson  by  Glenrxie,  Curtis's  settlement,  Northeast,  to 
Salisbury,  in  tiie  State  of  Connecticut.  From  Silver  creek,  in 
the  county  of  Chautauqua,  by  Versailles,  in  the  county  of  Catta- 
rau^njg,  to  Angola,  in  the  county  of  Erie.  From  Jamaica  to 
Rockaway,  in  the  county  of  Q.ueon's.  From  Greenfort,  across 
Shelter  island,  to  Sag  Harbor,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.  From 
Setauket,  by  Coram,  to  Patchogue,  in  Suffolk  county.  Prom 
Mayville,  in  the  county  of  Chautauque,  through  Panama,  to  the 
mouth  of  Broken  Straw  creek,  in  the  county  of  Warren,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  From  Smithsboro'  to  Spencer,  in  the 
county  of  Tio^  From  Goshen,  in  the  county  of  Orange,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  ihrongh  Phillipsburg,  Middletown, 
Mount  Hope,  CuddebackTille,  CIowesTille,  Porrestburg,  Stew- 
artsburg.  Halfway  brook,  Beaver  brook,  Ten-mile  river,  and 
Nariowsburg,  to  Honesdale,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  From 
Herkimer  to  Utica,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk  river, 
through  the  villages  of  Mohawk,  German  Flatts,  and  Frankfort, 
in  the  county  of  Herkimer,  to  the  city  of  Utica,  in  the  county  of 
Oneida.  Prom  Lockport,  in  the  county  of  Niagara,  by  way  of 
Benedict's  bridge,  to  Akron,  in  the  town  of  Newstead,  in  the 
county  of  Erie.  Prom  Youngstown,  in  the  county  of  Niagara, 
by  way  of  Wilson,  Kempville,  Somerset,  Yates,  Centre,  West 
Carlton,  East  Carlton,  and  Davis's  mills,  to  Gaines's  comers,  in 
the  county  of  Orleans.  Prom  Preble,  in  the  county  of  Cortland, 
through  Otisco  Hollow,  Amber,  Marietta,  and  Marcellus,  to  Ca- 
millus,  in  the  county  of  Onondaga.  From  Luzerne,  in  Warren 
county,  to  Caldwell.  From  Carmel,  in  Putnam  county,  to  Paw- 
lings,  in  Dutchess.  From  Franklin,  in  the  county  of  Delaware, 
to  Oneonto,  in  the  county  of  Otsego.  Prom  Somerset,  in  Nia- 
gara county,  by  Yates,  Centre,  WestCariton,  East  Carlton,  and 
Davis's  millSfto  Gaines's  comers,  in  the  county  of  Orleans.  From 
Groveland,  on  East  road,  to  Geneseo.  Prom  Standfordville,  to 
Sharon,  in  Connecticut.  Prom  Gibbonsville,  by  way  of  Cohoes, 
to  Waterford.  Prom  Schenectady,  by  Princetown  and  Duanes- 
burg,  to  Schoharie.  From  Poughkeepsie,  by  Pleasant  Valley, 
Dover,  Bull's  bridge,  and  Kent  post  office,  to  Washington,  in 
Connecticut.  Prom  Ithaca,  through  Green,  Oxford,  Guilford, 
Mount  Upton,  Gilbertsville,  Otsewa,  Oneonta,  DaTenport  Cen- 
tre, Davenport,  West  Harpersfield,  Harpersfield,  and  Stamford, 
to  Cattskill ;  and  that  the  post  route  from  Oxford  to  Gilberts- 
ville, and  from  Oneonta  to  Gilbertsville,  and  from  Harpersfield 
to  Oneonta,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued.  Prom 
Rochester,  along  the  Erie  canal,  to  Broclcport,  and  Lockport,  in 
the  county  of  Niagara.  Prom  Union  village,  by  the  villages  of 
Battenkill  and  Shaw's  mills,  to  the  village  of  Salem,  in  Uie  coun- 
ty of  Washington ;  and  that  the  post  road  from  Battenkill  to 


Jackson  be  discontinued.  From  Waterborougfa,  in  the  eoonty 
of  Chautauque,  by  Conemngo,  to  Persia,  in  the  county  of  Cat- 
taraugus. From  Westfield,  in  the  connty  of  Chantaaque,  to 
Columbus,  in  the  county  of  Warren,  'm  the  Stale  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. From  Sand  BanK  to  Mannsviile.  From  CUntonville  to 
Rhinebeck.  Prom  Russia  to  Moorehouse  village. 
IN  NEW  JERSEY. 

From  Belvidere,  in  Warren  county,  to  Port  Colden.  Pr«wi 
Pompton,  by  Wcnockey,  Boardsville,  Lonff  Pond,  and  The 
Green  Woods,  to  the  poet  office  at  Warwick,  in  New  York. 
Prom  Jersey  city,  in  Bergen  county,  to  Belleville.  From  Prinre- 
ton,  by  Highbitown,  to  Freehold.  Prom  Hightstown,  by  Ew 
ingville,  Clarksburg,  Horacrstown,  Cassville,  Charlestown,  and 
Smitbfield,  to  Freehold.  From  Philadelphia,  by  Camden,  Bur- 
lington, Hightstown,  and  South  Aroboy,  to  the  city  of  New  York. 
Prom  Dover,  by  Suckiuitinny  and  Flanders,  to  Hackettsiown. 
From  Hamburg,  by  Franklin  furnace  and  Sparta,  to  Newtoo. 
From  Kingston  to  Somerville,  byway  of  Rocky  Hil^  Griggs- 
town.  Millstone,  and  Weston.  From  New  Egypt,  by  Cooks - 
town,  Jacobstown,  Recklesstown,  Crosswicks,  to  Bcvdentown. 
IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

From  Reamstown,  in  Lancaster  county,  by  the  way  of  Sheoouk, 
Whitehall,  and  Springville,  in  said  county,  to  Sbaeffersiown,  in 
Lebanon  county.  From  Columbus,  Luzerne  eoonty,  Peansji- 
vania,  by  the  way  of  Pairmonnt,  Colesville,  in  C<rfambia  cocmty, 
and  Davidson,  to  Taney  ville,  in  Lycoming  county.  From  Cham- 
bersburg,  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  by  the  way  of  Mer- 
cersburg,  to  Hancock,  Washington  county,  Maryland.  Proa 
Karthaus,  Clearfield  county,  to  the  town  of  Clearilield,  in  said 
county ;  the  route  to  go  on  the  north  side  of  the  west  branch  of 
the  Susquehanna  river.  From  Hart's  crocs  roads,  in  CrawitTd 
county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Andover,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Frrci 
Oil  creek,  Crawford  county,  by  the  way  of  Spring  creek,  in 
Warren  county,  to  Sugar  Grove,  in  the  same  county.  Pnmtbe 
Spring-house,  Montgomery  county,  by  the  way  of  David  Acaff's, 
Gwynedd,  Holster's  tavern,  Franconia,  Gerhart*atavem,Tram- 
baursville,  in  Bucks  county,  Everhart's,  Jacob  Hertzel's,  u 
Coopersburg,  in  Lehigh  county.  From  Abington  Centre,  in 
Luzerne  coimty,  by  the  way  of  Factoryville,  Nicholeoii,  to 
Brooklyn,  Susquehanna  county.  Prom  Wyalming  Ceatr^, 
Bradford  county,  to  Orwell,  in  the  same  county.  F^m  Ene» 
Erie  county,  by  the  way  of  McKean,  Washington,  and  Venassvi, 
to  Rockdale,  in  Crawford  county.    Prom  Coatesville,  in  Cheasrr 


county,  by  way  of  Doe  ron,  Chatham,  Westgiove, 
and  Boyd's  store,  to  Strikersville.  Prom  Florence,  in  Wash- 
ington county,  by  Mill  Creek  meeting-hoose,  ESast  Ljverpoo^, 
Paulkstown,  Clarkson,  East  Fairfield,  and  Lima,  in  Colom^isaa 
county,  to  Poland,  in  TrambuU  county,  Ohio.  Pram  Croes 
CreeK  village,  Washington  county,  to  West  Liberty,  in  Ohio 
county,  Virginia.  From  West  Alexandria,  Washington  cocinty, 
to  West  Liberty,  in  Ohio  county,  Virginia.  From  West  Alex- 
andria, Washington  county,  to  Waynesburg,  in  Green  oounty. 
From  Zelienoplc,  Butler  county,  by  Evansburg,  Glade  Mills,  to 
Freeport,  Prom  Beaver,  in  Beaver  county,  to  Frankfort.  Fron 
Skinner's  Eddy  post  office,  in  Luzerne  county,  by  Springhill, 
and  Jones's  mills,  to  intersect  the  poet  route  from  Wyaloaiios  to 
Rushville,  at  Stevensville.  From  Wind  Gap,  in  Nortfaampnoa 
county,  by  Fleeksville  and  Richmond,  to  Belvidere,  in  New 
Jersey.  Prom  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county,  to  Johnstown, 
in  Cambria  county.  From  Mahony  post  office,  in  Northum- 
berland county,  by  the  State  road,  to  Minersville,  in  Schuylkill 
county.  From  Taney  ville,  in  Lycoming  county,  by  Heddleeon'^, 
to  Columbus,  in  Luzerne  county.  From  Butler,  in  Butler  cooa- 
ty,  by  Whitestown,  to  Zelienople.  From  Juniata  CroGmngs,  ia 
Bedford  county,  by  Brush  Valley,  Whip's  Cove,  Warfordsbor^, 
to  Hancock,  in  Maryland.  From  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  omxsty, 
by  White  Haven,  liowrylown,  to  Lausanne.  From  Reading,  in 
Berks  county,  by  Yocum's  Forge  and  Bowman's  store,  to  Btuo 
Ball,  in  Lancaster  county.  From  Smithport,  McKean  coaotv, 
by  tlie  forks  of  Tunuangwat  creek,  to  Great  Valley,  in  Catta- 
raugus county,  New  York.  From  Butler,  in  Butfer  county,  to 
Franklin,  in  Venango  county,  by  the  graded  or  turnpike  road. 
From  Carbondale,  in  Luzerne  county,  by  the  way  of  Greenville, 
Wallsville,  Abington,  and  Nicholson,  to  Tunkhannock.  Fmsa 
Kutztown,  Berks  county,  by  the  way  of  New  Jerusalem,  Lo- 
backsville,  Klauser's,  Shoenersville,  Royertown,  New  Hanover, 
to  The  Trappe,  in  Montgomery  county.  From  Minersville,  in 
Schuylkill  county,  by  the  way  of  Waynesburg,  Klingerstovn, 
to  Gratztown,  in  Dauphiu  county.  From  Easton,  NorchampUm 
connty,  by  the  way  of  William  Kesslor's,  Wooting*s  mills,  Rox- 
bury,  to  Williamsburg.  From  Norristown,  Montgomeiy  connty, 
by  the  way  of  Shannonville  and  Lumberville,  to  Phisoixviile,  in 
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Chester  countjr*  From  StoddardsTille  to  Clifton,  in  Lnzerne 
county.  Prom  Honesdale,  Wayne  comityi  down  the  Lackawazen 
creek,  and  along  the  line  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal,  to 
the  Narrows ;  thence,  along  the  same  creek  and  canal,  up  the 
Delaware  river,  through  Big  Ekidy  Settlement,  to  Damascus 
post  office;  thence,  through  Berhn  township,  to  Honesdale. 
Prom  Venango  furnace  to  Wesley,  Venango  county  From 
Damascus  to  Stockport,  yia  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Eiquinunk 
creek,  and  the  English  Settlement,  in  Manchester  township,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Great  Ekiuinunk  creek,  in  Buckingham  town- 
ship, Wayne  county.  From  Liverpool  to  Mifflintown.  Prom 
Montrose,  through  the  townships  of  Lawsville  and  Franklin,  to 
Hill ghampton,  New  York.  From  Danville  to  Cattawiasa.  Prom 
York,  by  Cluigley's  church  and  Strinestown,  to  Newberr/town. 
IN  DELAWARE. 

From  Milford,  in  Delaware,  to  Easton,  in  Msryland. 
IN  MARYLAND. 

From  Davidsonviile,  via  Biggin's  store,  to  Patiizent  (brge, 
ind  thence  to  Elkridge  landing.  From  Boonsborough,  via  Roh- 
rersvitle,  Brownsville,  Burketsville,  and  Petersvilie,  to  Barry. 
bVom  Port  Deposite  to  North  East.  From  Churchill  to  Dover, 
in  the  State  of  Delaware.  From  Cambridge,  by  Church  creek 
ind  Tobacco  Slick,  to  Robinson  &  Griffith's  store.  From  Bel- 
lir,  by  Hartford  furnace  and  Abington,  to  Michaelville. 
IN  VIRGINIA. 

From  Poplar  hill,  Giles  county,  to  Sharon,  Wythe  county, 
.^^rotji  Waynesboro'  to  Greenville.  From  Fishing  creek,  in 
L'yicr  county,  Pine  grove,  and  Mount  Linneus,  to  Polsley's 
iiillhs,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia.  From  Weston,  in  the  coun- 
/  oF  Lewis,  to  Charlestown,  m  the  county  of  Kanawha.  Pram 
jouisa  court-house  to  Yanceysviile.  From  Prillemon's  post 
itlice,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  via  Rake's  store  and  Canada's, 
n  said  county,  to  Floyd  court-house.  Prom  Marion  to  Gieen- 
rille,  Grayson  court-house.  From  Charlottesville,  via  Scotts- 
ir-illc,  to  Buckingham  court-house.  From  Belfield,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Greensville,  to  Newsom's  depot,  in  the  county  of  South- 
uiipton.  From  Polsley's  mills,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia, 
■ria  Armett's  store,  to  Blacksville.  Prom  Staunton,  via  Buffalo 
^fip  and  Joseph  Bell's,  to  Milborough.  From  the  town  of  Wel- 
lon.  North  Carolina,  via  Syke's  old  store,  Randal's  ordinary, 
?owellton,  James's  Square,  Gholsonville,  Oak  grove,  Nichol- 
um's,  Wartman's,  Charles  Ogbum's,  Shackleford  s,  Cbristians- 
'ille,  Dupree's  store,  Charlotte  court-house, A rmistead&Fuqua's 
tore,  and  Brookneal,  to  Green  hill,  Campbell  county,  Virginia, 
^roin  Wythe  court-house,  via  Jamea  H>  Piper's,  to  Blue  springs, 
nnythe  county.  From  Beckley's  mills,  Russell  county,  via  Os- 
•oin  ford,  to  Pendleton,  Scott  county.  Prom  Broadford,  Smythe 
ounty,  via  Cook's  store,  to  Sharon,  Wythe  county.  From 
jaurel  po3t  office,  Washington  county,  to  Captain  Levi  Bish- 
p'a,  in  the  county  of  Smythe.  Prom  Princess  Ann,  Maryland, 
ia  Newtown,  Maryland,  and  Bloxom's  tavern,  Virginia,  Hiley's 
tore,  Jenkin's  bridge,  Guildford,  and  Bagwell's  mills,  to 
)rummondtown,  in  the  county  of  Accomack,  Virginia.  Prom 
lorn  town  to  Bloxom's  tavern,  Accomack  county,  Virginia. 
*rom  Greenville,  Virginia,  to  Jefferson,  North  Carolina, 
'rom  Winchester  to  Staunton,  by  way  of  Lane's  old  works, 
luddle's  school-house,  Columbia  furnace,  Moore's  store,  Pen- 
y backer's  furnace,  Turleystown,  and  Miller's  furnace,  and 
icnce  to  Stounton.  From  Kin^wood  to  Evansville.  From 
Grange  court-house  to  Stanard?ill8.  From  Culpeper  court- 
ouse,  via  Plain's  mills,  to  Timberville.  Prom  Leadsville  to 
Petite  rn  fords,  in  the  county  of  Randolph,  in  Virginia.  From 
•nnville,  by  Franklin  court-house,  to  Salem.  From  Jerusalem 
Urquhart's  store,  in  Southampton  county.  From  Surry  court- 
^use  to  Wall's  bridge,  in  Surry  county.  From  Richmond,  by 
ellona  arsenal,  Sublett's,  and  Jefferson,  to  Cartersville.  From 
ynchhurg,  by  Pedlar's  mills,  to  Buffalo  spring.  Prom  Tye 
iver  warehouse  to  Lynchburg.  Prom  Littletown  to  Urqu- 
ii-t'3  store.  From  West  Alexandria,  Pennsylvania,  to  Grave 
'cck. 

IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
From  Franklin,  North  Carolina,  to  Jamesvillc,  Grady's  store, 
id  Huntington,  to  Blairsville,  Georgia.  From  Wadesboro',  by 
^'hite's  store,  Jesse  Lie wellen's,  Hastey's  store,  Alexander  N. 
pH's,  the  Anson  gold  mines,  and  thence  by  Burns's  store  and 
iamondhill.  From  Limestone  post  office,  in  Buncombe  county, 
/  I'xineysville  and  E.  S.  Porter's,  to  Earlsville,  Spartansburg 
(Strict,  South  Carolina.  Prom  Carthage,  in  Moore,  county, 
loncc  to  Eli  Phillips',  and  Parish  and  McNeill's  store,  to  Ty- 
ui's  store.  From  Morgantown,  in  Burke  county,  up  John's 
ver,  to  John  Most's,  on  Watauga,  in  Ashe  county.  From  Falls- 
lie,  in  Lincoln  county,  to  WUliam  Oat's,  Buffalo  post  office. 


Joshua  Beam's,  Rushy  creek,  Hamilton's  store,  and  Webb'a 
ford,  to  Rutherford,  Rutherford  county.  From  Bethania,  Stokes 
county,  by  Vienna  and  Shore's  ferry,  to  Doweltown,  Sorry  coun- 
ty. Pinom  Greensboro',  by  Thompson's  store  and  David  Tho- 
mas's, to  Mooresville  in  Orange  county.  From  Milton,  by  Ser- 
geantsville  and  BlacKwell's  store,  to  Rawlinsburg,  in  Rocking- 
ham coun^.  From  Yadkin  post  office,  Stokes  county,  by  Wu- 
liam  Wolf's,  Reeve's,  and  Johnson  Clement's,  to  Rockford,  Sur- 
ry county.  From  Taylor's  bridge,  in  Sampson  county,  by  The 
Piney  Woods,  and  the  house  of  Lewis  High  Smith,  to  Long 
Creek  bridge,  in  New  Hanover  county.  Prom  Beatiesford  to 
Sherrillsford  post  office,  and  Hokesville,  to  Fisher's  poet  office  s 
returning,  to  pass  ESavesville,  the  neighborhood  of  Thomas  L. 
Mays,  tn  the  Dry  ponds.  From  Salisbury, by  Mount  pleasant,  in 
Cabarras  county,  to  Cohnnm'R  store,  in  Mecklenburg  county. 
From  Washington  to  Durham  creek.  From  NAwbem  tn  James 
Riggs's,  on  Bay  river,  in  Craven  county.  From  Beaufort  to 
Portsmouth,  and  thence  to  Ocracock.  From  Kingston,  by 
Hookertown,  to  Snow  Hill.  From  Mockville  to  Huntsville. 
From  Franklin,  in  Macon  county,  dovm  Valley  river,  to  Hunt- 
ingdon, thence  to  Clarksville,  Habersham  county,  Georgia. 
From  Newcastle,  by  Trap  Hill,  in  Wilkes  county,  to  Grayson 
court-house,  Virginia.  From  Greenville,  in  Pitt  county,  by 
Johnson's  Mills,  Scuffleton,  in  Green  county,  to  Kinston,  in  Le- 
noir county.  Prom  Elizabethtown,  bv  Lennon'a  Cross-roads,  to 
Pairbluff,  thence  by  Whiteville,  and  the  Prong,  at  Wooten's 
back,  to  Elizabethtown.  From  Winton,  by  Gates  oourt-house 
and  Sunbury,  to  Edenton.  From  Tomlinson's  store  to  Ashe 
court-house.  From  Louisburg,  by  Lenay's  cross  riMuls,  Wiltcm, 
Melbame's  store,  Wellbom's  meeting  house.  Red  Mountain,  and 
Turner's  mills,  to  Hillboro'.  From  Germantown  to  Little 
Yadkin. 

IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

From  Hamburg,  via  Red  hill,  to  Liberty  hill.  From  Cor- 
bettsville  to  BlacKsville,  in  Orangeburg  district.  From  Green- 
ville court-house,  by  Liggon's  mills,  to  Mush  creek.  From 
Abbeville  court-house,  by  Paggart's  store,  and  Covington's  mills, 
to  Maffiittsville,  in  Anderson  district.  From  Greenville  court- 
house. South  Carolina,  via  Sutton's  bridge,  on  Saluda  river, 
Cedar  rock.  Wolf  creek,  Pickens  court-house.  Falls  post  office, 
West  Union,  E^urlsford,  on  Chutuga  river,  and  Warwoman's 
creek,  to  Clayton,  in  the  county  of  Rabun,  State  of  Georgia. 
Frora  Camden,  via  Longtown,  Winsborough,  Bell,  Hall's,  ^h- 
ford's  ferry,  and  Basketl's,  to  Newberry  court-house.  From 
Union  court-house,  by  Newberry  court-house,  Young's  ferry,  to 
Aikin.  From  Barnwell  court-house  to  Roeney.  From  Pocota- 
Ugo,  via  Hickory  hill,  to  the  Cross  roads,  in  Prince  William 
parish.  From  Draytonville,  by  Limestone  springs.  Smith' Lips- 
conkb's,  Rowland's  store,  and  the  Rolling  mills,  to  Spartanburg 
court-house.  From  Pishdam  post  office,  on  broad  river,  to 
Pinckney  villc,  in  Union  district.  From  Greenville  court-housei 
by  Sherman's  store,  Boub3r's  store.  Line  creek,  Neely's  ferry, 
Cambridge,  Meeting  street,  to  Edgefield  court-house.  From 
Greenville,  South  Carolina,  by  Clarksville,  Georgia,  to  Dah- 
lonega. 

IN  GEORGIA. 

From  Franklinvillc,  Lowndes  county,  Georgia,  via  Warner's 
ferry,  to  Townsend  post  office,  in  Madison  county,  Territory  of 
Florida.  From  Carrollton,  via  Villarica  post  office,  in  Carroll 
county,  Georgia,  to  Paulding  court-house,  Cassville,  in  Cass 
county,  and  Adairville,  in  Cass  county.  From  Rome,  in  Floyd 
county,  Georgia,  via  Vann's  valley,  Morgan's  cross  roads,  Jack- 
sonville, in  Benton  county,  Alabama,  Alexandria  poet  office,  Con- 
ner's, Kelly's  spring.  Talladega,  Mardisville,  in  Talladega  coun- 
ty, Syllacogy  post  office,  Rockford,  in  Coosa  county,  to  Wetump- 
ka,  in  Montgomery  county,  Alabama.  From  Centreville, 
Wilkes  county,  via  Wright's  store,  on  the  Skull  Shoal  road, 
Bowling  Green,  John  M.  Coxe's  store,  and  Poullain's  bridge, 
to  Salem,  in  Clark  coimty.  From  Plat  shoals,  in  Pike  county, 
via  Perdue's  store.  Rocky  mount.  Carter's  store,  all  in  Mexri- 
wether  county,  and  Corinth,  in  Heard  county,  to  Franklin,  in 
Heard  county.  From  Newnan,  Coweta  counj^,  via  Sellman's 
store,  and  Turrentine's  ferry,  on  Flint  river,  to  Zebulon,  in  Pike 
county.  Prom  Auraria,  in  Lumpkin  county,  via  Coal  Mountain 
post  office.  Gumming,  in  Forsyth  county,  Social  Hill  post  office, 
in  Cherokee  county,  Lebanon  post  office,  and  Marietta,  in  Cobb 
county,  Big  spring,  and  Sweetwater  town,  in  Cobb  county,  to 
Campbellton,  in  Campbell  county.  From  Cassville,  via  Pine 
Log  post  office,  and  Benton  post  office,  in  Cass  county,  to  Elle- 
jay,  Gilmer  county.  From  Marietta,  via  Alloony  gold  mines, 
Cassville,  Adairsviilo,  Cass  county,  NewEchota,  toSpringplace, 
Murray  county.  From  Lumpkin,  in  Stewart  county,  to  Stark- 
ville,  in  Lee  county.    From  Talbotton,   via  Boston  post  office, 
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Uchee  Village  post  office,  in  Marion  county,  and  Pondtown  poet 
office,  to  Americiia,  in  Sumpter  county.    From  Talbotton,  via 
Belleview  post  office,  Buchanan's  store,  Warm  springs,  and 
GreenTille,  in  Merriwether  county,  to  Newnan,  in  Coweu  coun- 
ty.   From  EUberton,  by  Monterideo,  in  Eilbert  county,  Georgia, 
to  Anderson  court-house,   in  South  OsroLina.     Prom  Paulding 
oourt-house,  via  Rome,  in  Floyd  county,  Treadway's  Island  ford, 
at  Stony's  farm,  to  Walker  court-house.     From  Clayton,  in  Ra- 
bun county,  via  Blairsville,  in  Union  county,  EUeiay,  in  Gilmer 
county,  and  Springplace,  in  Murray  county,  to  Walker  court- 
house, in  WallEer  county.     Prom  Dahlone^a,  in  Lumpkin  coun- 
ty, via  Hiffhtower  post  office,  and  Canton,  in  Cherokee  county, 
to  Cassville,  in  Cass  county.    From  Dahlonega,  in  Lumpkin 
county,  to  Blairsville,  in  Union  county.    Prom  Canton,  in  Che- 
rokee county,  via  Wooditock  postomce,  M*ri»tt«»  in  Cobb  coun- 
ty, and  PaukUng  cmirt-hoase,  Paulding  county,  to  Cedartown, 
in  Paulding  county.    From  HavkinsviUe,  in  Pulaski  county,  to 
House  creek,  in  Irwin  county ;  the  mail  to  be  carried  down  on 
the  western  side  of  the  Ockmulgee  river.    From  Lagrange, 
Troup  county,  via  Liberty  HiU  post  office,  Franklin,  in  Heard 
county,  and  Laurel  Hill,  to  Carrollton,  in  Carroll  county.     From 
Franklin,  Heard  county,  Georgia,   to  Randolph  court-house,  in 
Alabama.    From  Jacksonville,  Tel&ir  county,  via  Holmesville, 
in  Appling  county,  and  Wearesboro*,  in  Weare  county,  to  Frank- 
linvills,  in  Lowndes  county.     From  McDonough,  Henry  county, 
via  Tucker's  cabin,  to  Decatur,  De  Kalb  county.     From  Halloca, 
in  Muscogee  county,  via  Pineville  and  Jenkins's  mill,  to  Ameri- 
cus,  Sumpter  county.     From  Drayton,  in  Dooley  county,  via 
Danville,  Americus,  in  Sumpter  county,  and  Lannahassee,  in 
Stewart  county,  to  Columbus,  in  Muscogee.     From  Dahlonega, 
in    Lumpkin    county,  to  EHlejay,  in  Gilmer   county.     From 
Wrightsbore',  via  Raytown,   Crawferdsville,   Temperance,   at 
Greon  and  Baldwin's  store,  to  Greenbbro'.     From  Decatur,  in 
DeKalb  county,  via  Stone  Mountain,  Rockbridge,  to  Monroe,  in 
Walton  county.    From  Fort  Gaines,  in  Early  county,  to  Spring 
creek  post  office*    From  Archibald  Hunter's  ferry,  on  Highwas- 
see,  North  Carolina,  to  Blairrille,  in  Union  county,  Georgia. 
Prom  Milledgeville,  by  Monticello,  Indian  Springs,  Greenville, 
La  Grange,  Wetumpka,  to  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama.    From  Deca- 
tur, by  Key's,  Martin's  feny,  on  the  Chattahoochee,  to  Lebanon, 
in  Cobb  county.     From  Columbus,  by  Lumpkin,  Cuthbert,  Fort 
Gaines,  and  Blakely,  toBainbridge.     From  Rome,  by  Livings- 
ton, Pleasant  Green,   or  Gamble  s  seminary,  near  the  line  of 
Walker  and  Floyd  counties,  to  Islandtown,  on  Chatooga  river. 
IN  KENTUCKY. 
From  Grainesboro',  Tennessee,  via  Thomas  Butler's,  Salina, 
mouth  of  Obed  river,   Kettlo  creek,   Hanover,  near  Carey's 
ferry,  to  Burkesville,  in  Kentucky,  thence  via  Creelsborough, 
to  Jamestown,  in  Russell  county.    From  Jamestown,  Tennes- 
see, ria  Abraham  Vanwinkle's,  to  Monticello,  in  Wayne  county, 
Kentucky.     Prom  Louisa,  in  Lawrence  county,  to  West  Liber- 
ty, in  Morgan  county.     From  Richmond,  in  Madison  county,  to 
London,  in  Laurel  county.    From  Perry  court-house,  via  the 
mouth  of  Leathorwood  creek,  Hezekiah  Bransan's,  in  Harlam 
county,  and  Neal's  post  office,   at  Stone  Gap,   to  Scott  court- 
house, in  Virginia.     From  Richmond,  in  Madison  county,  via 
Slaughter's  salt  works.  Mount  Vernon,  Somersett,  Faris's  stone 
coal  mines,   and  mouth  of  Laurel,  to  Charles  Rockholt's,  in 
Whitley  county.     From  Neville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  Fal- 
mouth, in  Pendleton  county,  Kentucky.    From  Bowling  Green 
to  ScottBville,  via  Allen  springs.     From  Stanford,  in  Lincoln 
county,  via  Colonel  Jesse  Uoffee's,  and  Liberty,  in  Casey  coun- 
ty, to  Jamestown,   in  Russell    county.     From   Covington,  in 
Campbell  county,  via  Taylor's  mill,  on  Banklick  creek,  and  up 
the  Licking  road,  to  intersect  the  mail  route  from   Washington. 
in  Mason  county,  via  Falmouth,  in  Pendleton  county,  to  Graines 
cross  roads  on  the  Dry  ridge,  in  Boon  county,  at  Richard  Mul- 
lin's,  on  Grassy  creek,  in  said  county  of  Pendleton.  Prom  Gal- 
latin, in  Tennessee,  via  Dunn's  cross  roads  in  Smith  county, 
Tennessee,  down  the  long  fork  of  Barren  river,  by  John  B. 
Lowrey's  store,  to  Tomkinsville,  in  Kentucky.     From  Clover- 
port,  in  Brackenridge  county,  via  John  Haynes',   Taylor  mills, 
Hartford,  and  William  Brown's,in  Ohio  county,  to  Worthington, 
in  Muhlenberg  county.    From  Hawesville,  in  Hancock  county, 
to  Nottsville,  in  Davis  county.     From  the  mouth  of  Sandy,  in 
Henry    county,  Tennessee,    via   Concord    and  Belgrade,   to 
Wadesborough,  in  Callaway  county,   Kentucky.     From  Mount 
Sterling,  via  the  mouth  of  Aaron's  run,  and  North  Middletown, 
to  Paris.     Prom  Cloverport,  by  the  Great  falls  of  Rough  creek, 
to  Brownsville.     From    Tompkinsville,    via    John  Meadow's, 
on  the  east  fork  of  Barren  river.  John  Meadow's,  on  Salt  lick  of 
Barren  river,  Bratton's  post  office,  and  Dabney   Cooper's,  on 
White  oak  of  Barron  river,  to  Gallatin,  in  Tennessee.     From 


ttie  towBof  Bedford,  in  Oldham  oo«mty,  to  tha  toWB  of  Port 
William,  in  Grallatin  county.    From  the  town  of  Newcastle,  ta 
Henry  county  to  PortRo]nU,  in  the  same  county.    Fnm  Hart- 
fyrd  to  y.  W.  Peyton's,  in  the  county  of  Ohio.    Frooi  Haires- 
yille  to  Vile's,  in  theoooutyof  Hancock. 
IN  TENNESSEE. 
Prom  Randolph,  by  Portersville  and  Concordis,  to  Belmoot, 
in  Fayette  county.     Prom  Somerville,  to  Egypt,   in  Payeue 
county,  and  from  M>unt  Pleasant,  Murray  county,   by  Bock- 
house  creek,  J.  C.  Gullick*s,  Perrysvillc,  Lexington,  and  tide- 
pendence,  to  Jackson.     Prom  Knoxville,  via  Read's  inill,  on 
Beaver  creek,  Low's  ferry,  on  Clinch  river,  Scarboroogh's  mills, 
Watson's  ferry,  and  from  thence  to  Kingston.     Prom  Phliadel- 
phm,  Monroe  county,  by  Pryse's  Perry,  on  Tenneasee  river,  to 
Washington,  Rhea  county.     From  Leesburig,  in  WaahingtaD 
county,  via  Newmansvilie,  in  Green  county,  to  Rogenvitie,  in 
Hawkins  county.     From  Willinmsport,   by  True's  ccore,  and 
Snow  creek,  in  Mau^  county,  to  Franklin,  in  WjUiamsooconn- 
ty.    From  Samuel  Wilson's,  on  JacVs  creek,  Hendeiwm  coun- 
ty, to  Bums's  store.     Prom  McMinnville,  Warren  county,  to 
Liberty,  Smith  county.     From  Columbus,  in  Hickman  county, 
Kentucky,  by  Dycrsburg,  Lauderdale  conrt-boose,  and  Cgt'ibb- 
ton,  to  La  Grange,  Tennessee.    From  Jackson,  by  Moom  Pm- 
son,  to  Purdy,  McNairy  county.     Prom  Durhannirille,  Lander- 
dale  county,  to  Ashport,  on  the  Mississippi  river.  Prom  Ten-mils 
stand,  in  Rhea  county,  by  Geom  Gordon's  iron  works,  froa 
thence  through  Grassy  Cove,  to  George  Dawson'a,  on  Cumber- 
land monnUin.    From  Pikeville,  Bledsoe  county,  by  Blyrhe's 
ferry,  on  Tennessee  river,  to  David  McNairc's,  on  Oooesacgs. 
Prom  McMinnville,  by  James  Gardner's,  Esq.  tollallas,  HsmJ- 
ton  county.  Prom  Athens,  in  McMinn  county,by  way  ofHsys<*s's 
store,  to  Mount  Vernon,  in  Monroe  county.     Vrook  Van  Borea 
to  Moore's  cross  roads,  in  Hardeman  county.  Prom  Humphrej? 
court-house,  in  Humphreys  county,  and  by  Point  MaaoA,  to  P» 
ris,  Henry  county.     From  Brownsville,  by  Wesley,  to  Goring- 
ton.     Prom  Perr3rsville,  in  Perry  county,  by  Bfoi^n's  creel, 
to  Benton  county  court-house,  and  to  Paris.     Protn  Honcingdoe, 
in  Carroll  county,  by  Lexington  and  Jack's  creek,  lo  Purdy,  a 
McNairy  county.     From  Bolivar,  by  Nubbin   rid^e,  SimpsL^Ef 
bridge,  on  Hatchie  river,  Cypress,  Chamberlain,  and  Woifs 
ferry,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  to  the  Brick  boose,  or  dferrv- 
ville,  in  Hardin  county.     From  Rogerville,  in  Hawkins  ccmtix, 
by  Morgan's  mill,  to  James's  store,  in  Greene  county.    Prn 
Jackson,  by  Oakland  and  Chalk  Bank,  and  Shiloe,  TennefSM, 
by  Trenton,    Yorkville,  and  Troy,   to  Mills  poinf,    Kentockj. 
Rrom  Waynesboro',  by  David  Gallaher'sand  Pinbook,  in  Waxw 
county,  to  the  Brick  house,  in  Hardin  county,  on  the  tia^  ft^ad 
A'om  Savannah,  Tennessee,  to  Florence,  Alnbanaa.    Fiam  La. 
Grange,  Tennessee,  via  Spring  Hill,  to  Walnut  Grove,  Mis^- 
sipni.     From  Murfreesboro',  by  Salem  cross  roads,  to  WiVkia- 
son  s  cross  roads,  in  Rutherford  countf .     Prom  I^orence,  AU- 
bama,  to  Waynesboro',  Tennessee,  via  John  Spain's,  AbbasB, 
and  Sessum's  store,  Tennessee.    Prom  Eastanarjia  to  Wesi-^r. 
From  Monroe,  via  Locust  Shades,  in  Overton  coanty,  by  Salio't, 
Jackson  county,  by  Garrett  Moore's,  to  Tomkinsville,  Kentockv. 
From  Elkton,  Tennessee,  to  Decatur,  Alid>ama,  and  from  Frani- 
lin,  Tennessee,  to  Charlotte,  by  TurnbuU.     Prom   Dorer,  iry 
Tobaccoport,  to  Cadiz,  in  Kentucky.     Prom  Purdy,  Tennessee 
by  Col.  John  Reeves's,   in  the  Chickasaw  cession,  to  Poatrtc^-, 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi.     From  Marysville,  in  Blount  c*wnU'^ 
by  Mount  Vail  springs,  to  Chilhowee  post  office,  on  tbe  Tennes- 
see river,  Monroe  county.     From  Bean's  station,   Mores^toTns. 
Col.  McFarland's,  mouth  of  Nolachucky,  to  Newpon.     Prcs 
Campbell's  station,  Low's  ferry,  on  the  Holston  rirer,  to  Lcxoa- 
ville,  in  Blount  county.  From  Pnlaski,  by  RogersviDe,  to  Coart- 
land,  Alabama.  Prom  Reedyville,  by  David  Patlon's,  in  Rather- 
ford  county,  to  Beech  Grove,  in  Bedford  county.  Prom  W^ajme*- 
boro'  to  Savannah.     From  Long  Savannah,  Hamilton  county,  to 
Walker  court-house,   Georgia.     From  Brownsville,   Haywool 
county,  by  Cherryville,  Lonefield,  and  Chestnut  blof^  to  Dycrs- 
burg, in  Dyer  county.     From  Nashville,  by  Ellison's  nxilts,  cr 
South  Harpetb,  to  Cfentreville.    Prom  Fayetteville  to  Robin- 
son's store.  From  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  to  Cadis,  Kentucky. 
From  tho  seat  of  justice  in  Humphr63rs  county  to  tbe  seat  o^jt^ 
tice  in  Benton  county.     From  Clinton,  by  Oliver's,  to  MorpB 
court-house. 

IN  OHIO. 
From  Perrysburg,  in  Wood  county,tlirough  Risdoa  and  Romf , 
in  Seneca  county,  and  McCutcbinville,  to  Bueyms,  in  CT»«ft.»d 
county.  PiomBucyrus,  in  Crawford  county,  to  Tiffin,  in  Se- 
neca county.  Prom  Finley,  in  Hancock  county,  to  Lima,  in 
Allen  county.  From  Jerome ville,  in  Wayne  county,  by  Olives- 
burg  and  Rome,  to  Runner's,  in  Richland  county.     Prora  Ph^ 
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moath«  by  Gamble's  mitte,  Martin's  mills,  and  Lexington,  in 
Richland  comity,  to  Frederick,  in  Knox  county.  From  Mount 
Gilead,  in  Manon  county,  by  Galeon  and  LeesviUe,  to  De  Kalbj 
in  Richland  county.  From  Giacinnati,  by  Cummingsville,  Ver- 
non, and  Bens,  in  Hamilton  county,  by  Ross  and  MilWille,  to 
Stilwell,  in  Butler  county.  From  Pinley,  in  Hancock  county,  by 
Mount  Blanehard,  to  Burlington,  in  Mnrion  county.  From  Tiffin, 
in  Seneca  county,  by  York  Centre,  to  North  Ridge,  in  Sandusky 
county.  From  Pinley,  in  Hancock  county,  by  Big  Spring,  in 
Seneca  county,  McCutchinrille  and  Mexico,  in  Cra^vford  county, 
to  Melmore,  in  Seneca  county.  From  Lower  Sandusky,  by  Rome, 
in  the  county  of  Seneca,  and  Risdon,  to  Finley,  in  the  county 
of  Hancock.  From  Bellefontaine,  in  Lc^an  county,  to  Round- 
headstown,  in  Hardin  county,  thence  to  Lima,  in  Allen  county, 
thence  to  Kalida,  in  Putnam  county,  and  to  Sup^ar  Grove.  From 
Dayton,  in  Montgomery  county,  by  Germantown  and  Jackson- 
borough,  to  Oxford,  in  Butler  county.  From  Jefferson  to  Me- 
chanicsburg.  From  Urbana  to  Sidney.  From  Sidney,  by  Wau' 
pakonetta,  to  Lima.  From  Toledo,  in  Lucas  county,  to  Dundee. 
From  Parkman,  in  Geauga  county,  to  Auburn.  Prom  Lancas- 
ter, in  Fairfield  county,  by  Bremen  and  Bristol,  to  McConnells- 
ville,  in  the  county  of  Morean.  From  Cadiz,  in  Harrison 
county,  by  Deersville,  Shane  s  mills,  to  Port  Washington,  in 
Tuscarawas  county.  From  Cambridge,  in  Guernsey  county, 
to  Plainfield,  Coshocton  county.  From  Saint  Clairsville,  in  Bel- 
mont county,  by  Uniontown  and  Moorefield,  to  Freeport.  From 
Rush  to  Port  Washington,  in  Tuscarawas  county.  From  New 
Washington,  by  New  Birmingham,  to  PortWashington,  in  Tus- 
carawas county.  From  Millersburg,  in  Holmes  county,  by 
Shanesville,  to  Tuscarawas,  in  Tuscarawas  county.  From  Jack- 
son court-house,  Ohio,  by  way  of  Simms's  creek  and  Clark's 
mills,  to  Guyandotte,  Virginia.  From  CarroUton,  in  Carroll 
county,  by  Pekin  and  Pans,  in  Stark  county,  to  Randolph,  in 
Portage  county^  From  Finley  to  Kalida,  in  Putnam  county. 
From  Salem,  by  Lexington,  New  Baltimore,  Midmay,  Green, 
Manchester,  Doylostown,  Milton,  Jackson,  and  Canaan,  to 
Waynesbux^,  in  Wayne  county.  From  Fredericktown,  in 
Knox  coun^,  to  Bucyrus,  in  Crawford  county.  From  New  Ha- 
gerstown,  by  Kilgore,  and  Shober's  mills,  in  Carroll  county,  to 
McGuUough's,  in  Jefferson  county.  From  Paris,  in  Stark  coun- 
ty, by  Brown's  post  office  and  New  Harrisbnrgh,  to  Leesville, 
in  Tuscarawas  county.  From  Waynesburg,  in  Wayne  county, 
by  Perrysburg  and  Vermillion,  to  Paris,  in  Richland  county. 
From  CarroUton,  in  Carroll  county,  by  Leavitt  and  Njw 
Cumberland,  to  New  Philadelphia,  in  Tuscarawas  county.  From 
New  Lancaster,  by  Baltimore,  Grand ville,  and  Homer,  to  Mt. 
Vftrnon.  From  Pickeringlon,  in  Fairfield  county,  by  Waterloo, 
Winchester,  Middletown»  and  Kennedy's  store,  to  Circlcvillo, 
in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio.  From  New  Richmond,  via  Knox- 
villo,  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Yellow  creek.  From  Canal  Dover  to 
Zoar.  Prom  Delaware,  in  Delaware  county, via  Rador,  Big  island, 
in  Marion  county,to  Upper  Sandusky.  FromDelawarc,by  Mays- 
ville  and  Milford,  in  Union  county,  to  Urbana,  in  Champaign 
county.  Prom  Sunbury,  in  Delaware  county,  by  Woodbury  and 
Mount  Gilead,  in  Marion  county,  to  Leesville,  in  Richland  coun- 
ty. From  Reynoldsburgb,  in  Franklin  county,  by  Hedlcy'u 
mills.  Plain  four  corners,  Harlem,  and  Geneo,  to  Galena  pnst 
office,  in  Delaware  county.  From  Dublin,  in  Franklin  county, 
up  the  west  side  of  the  Scioto,  by  Bell  point,  to  Middleton,  m 
Delaware  county  ;  thence  to  Big  island,  in  Marion  county.  From 
Wilkoayille,  in  Gallia  county,  by  Salem,  Salisbury,  and  Leba- 
non, in  Meigs  county,  crossing  the  Ohio  river  near  the  mouth  of 
Oldtown  creek,  to  Ripley,  in  Jackson  county,  Virginia.  From 
Bedford,  in  the  county  of  Cuyahoga,  by  Northfield,  Brandy  wine, 
Boston,  Northampton,  and  Portage,  to  Akron,  in  the  county  of 
Portage.  From  EMwardsville,  in  Warren  county,  to  Cuba,  in 
Clinton  county.  From  Fairview  to  Smyrna.  From  Freeport  to 
Shotwell's  mills,  Shane's  mills,  Newport,  and  Waterford,  to 
Bastport.  From  Minerva,  in  Stark  county,  by  Franklin,  Wil- 
liamsport,  Lexington,  Mahoning  post  office,  and  Lima,  to  Atwa- 
ter,  in  Portage  county.  From  Chcsterville,  in  Knox  county,  to 
Johnstown,  in  Licking  county.  From  Decatur,  in  Ohio,  to 
Maya  ville,  in  Kentucky.  From  Plato,  in  Lorraine  county,  to 
Wilhelm.  From  Bucyi us  to  Little  Sandusky.  From  New  Lis- 
bon, in  Columbiana  county,  to  Hanoverton.  From  Wilmington, 
in  Clinton  county,  via  Cuba,  Martinsville,  and  Lynchburg,  to 
Hillsboro'.  From  Cedarville,  in  Brown  county,  to  Cuba,  in 
Clinton  county.  From  Granger,  in  Medina  county,  by  Sharon, 
to  Wadsworth.  From  Baker's  mills  to  Millbrook,  in  Wayne 
county,  to  Nashville,  in  Holmes  county.  From  Saint  Clairsville 
to  Port  Washington.  From  Graflnn,  in  Ixirraine  county,  to  Ijodi, 
in  Medina  county.  From  Athens  to  McConnellsville.  From 
Ekl  wards  ville,  in  Warren  county,  to  Cedarrille,  in  Brown  coun- 


ty. From  Wooster  to  PerrysTille,  in  Richland  county.  From 
Defiance,  in  Williams  county,  by  Bvansport,  to  La&yette.  From 
Grassy  Point,  by  Charleston,  to  Springfield.  From  Akron,  by 
Ravenna,  in  Portage  county,  to  Warren,  in  the  county  of  Trum- 
bull, by  Newton  mils.  From  Winchester  to  West  Union,  in 
Adams  county.  From  Canton,  Stark  county,  by  Sandy  and 
North  Georgetown,  to  Salem,  in  Columbiana  county.  From 
Petersburg,  by  Lima,  Greenfbrd,  and  New  Albany,  to  Salemj 
in  Columbiana  county.  From  New  Garden,  by  Bennett's  cross 
roads,  to  Damascus,  and  from  Damascus  to  Salem.  From  Wells- 
ville,  by  Cope's  mills  and  Croxton,  to  Scroggsfield.  From  New 
Hagerstown  and  West  Chester,  in  Carroll  county,  to  Cam- 
bridge, in  Guernsey  county.  From  New  Lisbon,  Cobmibiana 
county,  by  Clarkson  and  West  Salem,  to  Beavertown,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. From  Russellviile,  in  Brown  county,  to  New  Market, 
in  Highland  county.  From  New  Lexington  to  Millfield.  From 
New  Richmond,  by  Coombe's  store,  Batavia,  and  Owen  ville,  to 
Wilmington.  From  Kenton  to  Bucyrus.  From  Hebron,  on  the 
national  road,  to  Lockboume,  in  Franklin  county.  From  Green- 
ville, Ohio,  by  Huntington,  to  Goshen,  Indiana. 
IN  LOUISIANA. 

From  Grand  Gulf,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  via  Lake  Saint 
Joaeph,  New  Carthage,  Roundaway,  Walnut  and  Bushy  Bayou, 
to  Milligan's  bend,  in  the  parish  of  Carroll.  From  Drew's  land- 
ing, in  the  parish  of  Claiborne,  to  the  Long  prairie,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas.  Prom  Opelousas,  via  Washington,  Holmes- 
villc,  Prairie  Rou£e,  Bayou  Rouge,  and  Deglaise,  and  Point 
Coupee,  to  Saint  Francisville.  From  Lake  Providence,  in  the 
parish  of  Carroll,  via  Monroe,  Russellville,  and  Drew's  landing, 
to  the  mouth  of  Loggy  Bayou,  on  Red  river.  From  Calcasieu, 
in  Opelousas  county,  to  Ballew's  ferry,  on  Sabine  river.  From 
Harrisburg,  in  the  parish  of  CatahcoUi,  by  Deer  creek  and  the 
Bayou  Macon,  to  Ijake  Providence,  in  the  parish  of  Carroll. 
From  Port  Hudson,  by  Jackson,  Clinton,  and  Greensburg,  to 
intersect  the  Holmesville  and  New  Orleans  route  at  or  near 
Colonel  Eklwards's.  From  William  Faulkner's  plantation  to 
Donaldsonville.  From  Baton  Rouge  to  Clinton.  From  Campti, 
by  the  Loggy  Bayou,  up  Red  river,  to  Coates's  bluff;  thence 
to  the  settlements  on  tlie  Grand  Cane,  in  the  parish  of  Natchi- 
toches. 

IN  INDIANA. 

From  Strawtown,  in  Hamilton  county,  to  Kirk's  cross 
roads,  in  Clinton  county.  From  Martinsville,  in  Morgan 
county,  via  Lyon's  mills,  Mooresville,  Danville,  Alexander's 
tavern,  and  Lebafton,  to  Frankfort,  in  Clinton  county.  From 
Shclbyvilie,  in  Shelby  county,  via  Munwaring's,  on  Sugar 
creek.  Greenwood,  Farwept,  and  Mooresville,  to  Monrovia,  in 
Morgan  county.  From  Nobleaville,  via  Westfield,  in  Hamilton 
county,  Northfield,  Lebanon,  Jamestown,  and  Russellville,  to 
Montezuma,  in  Parke  county.  From  Indianapolis  to  Mooresville. 
From  Rising  Sun,  in  Dearborn  county,  via  Hartford,  Guionvillc, 
Dillsborough,  and  Hart's  mill,  to  Versailles,  in  Ripley  county. 
From  Napoleon,  in  Ripley  county,  via  Harden'sPtoie,  Wilming- 
ton, and  Aurora,  to  Burlington,  in  Boone  county,  Kentucky. 
Prom  Lawrenccburg,  in  Dearborn  county,  via  Hobble's  and  Mc- 
Kenzie's  cross  roadu,  to  Brookville,  in  Franklin  county.  From 
Harrison,  in  Dearborn  county,  via  Edinburg,  to  Scipio,  in  Frank- 
lin county.  From.  Napoleon,  in  Ripley  county,  via  Versailles, 
Cross  Plains,  Vevay,  and  Ghent,  to  Georgetown,  in  Scott  coim- 
ty,  Kentucky.  From  Brookville,  in  Franklin  county,  via  Sun- 
man's,  to  Versailles,  in  Ripley  county.  From  Knightstown,  via 
Greensborough,  to  Pendleton.  From  Fort  Wayne,  via  McCor- 
mick's,  Noblcsville  and  Allisonville,  to  Indianapolis.  From  Tole- 
do, via  Whitcmansville,  Lima,  Bristol,  CarroUton,  Elkhart,  Mis- 
hawaka,Suulh  Bend,Terre  Coupee,Kankakcc,Laporte,^and  Mor- 
gan's praiiie,  Indiana,  to  Juliet,  in  Illinois.  From  WhitePigcon,  in 
Michigan,  via  Bristol,  to  Elkhart,  in  Indiana.  Prom  the  town  of 
Elkbart,  Indiana,  via  Adamsville,  Cassapolis,  Whiteraansville, 
and  Little  Prairie,  to  Bronson,  in  Michigan.  From  Newtown, 
in  Fountain  county,  via  Rob  Roy,  Attica,  Williamsport,  Raines- 
ville,  and  Parish's  Grove,  to  Iroquois,  in  Illinois.  From  Indian- 
apolis, via  Danville,  Bainbridge,  RockviHc,  Montezuma,  and 
Newport,  to  Danville,  in  Illinois.  From  Danville,  in  Hendricks 
county,  via  New  Maysville,  Bainbridge,  Poplar  spring,  Blakes- 
burg,  and  Russellville,  to  Rockville,  in  Parke  county.  From 
Rockville,  in  Parke  county,  via  the  narrows  of  Sugar  creek  and 
Jacksonville,  to  Hillsborough,  in  Fountain  county.  From  Charles- 
town,  Clark  county,  via  Vienna,  to  the  Slate  ford,  on  the  Muska- 
tatack,  to  Rockford,  Jackson  county.  From  Brownstown,  Jack- 
son county,  via  Sage's  ferry  on  the  Muskotatack,  to  Charlestown, 
in  Clark  county.  From  Peni,  in  Miami  county,  to  Fulton  court- 
house, in    Fulton  county.     From    Evansvillc,    in    Vandeburg 
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county,  Tia  Oiamood  Island,  to  Mount  Yeraon,  in  Poeey  county. 
Prom  Naw  Harmony,  in  Posey  county,  ria  Jesse  Nashe*s  and 
Blair's  mills,  on  Big  creek,  to  JBransville,  in  Vaudeburg  county. 
Prom  New  Albany,  in  Floyd  county,  via  Georgetown,  Salisbury, 
Milltown,  Mount  Prospect,  Jasper,  Petersburg,  Princeton,  and 
Columbia,  to  Mount  Carroel,  in  Illinois.  Prom  Laporte,  in  In- 
diana, via  Salt  creek,  Adela,  Van  Ness,  on  the  Vinceunes  road, 
the  head  of  Hickory  creek,  and  down  the  same  to  Juliet,  in  Illi- 
nois.  Prom  Bloomington,  in  Monroe  county,  via  Bloomfield, 
Fairplay,  and  New  Jerusalem,  in  Greene  county,  Meroro,  in 
Sullivan  county,  via  Hud^onville,  Newtown,  Ewington,  in  Illi- 
nois, to  Vandalia.  Prom  Brownstown,  Jacksim  county,  via  Ver- 
non, to  Marion,  in  Ripley  county.  From  Greencastle,  in  Put- 
nam county,  via  Manhattan,  Bowling  Green,  and  Point  Com- 
merce, to  Bloomfield,  in  Greene  county.  From  Mount  Plea- 
sant, in  Martin  county,  via  Scotland  and  Clark's  prairie,  to 
Bloomfield,  in  Greene  county.  Prom  Napoleon,  in  Ripley 
county,  to  Lewisville,  in  Henry  county,  via  Clarksburg,  in  Deca- 
tur county.  New  Salcm  and  SmcUon's  mills,  in  Rush  county. 
Prom  Indianapolis,  via  Frankfort,  Delphi,  Monticello,  Jasper, 
Lake  court-house.  Porter  and  Ijaporte  counties,  to  Michigan 
city.  From  Leavenwortli,  in  Crawford  county,  to  Mount  Pros- 
pect, in  said  county.  From  Kirk's  cross  roads,  ria  Frankfort, 
Delphi,  Monticello,  and  Laporte,  to  Michigan  city.  Prom  Prai- 
rie river  post  office,  in  Branch  county,  Michigan,  to  Lima 
post  office,  in  La  Grange  county,  Indiana.  From  Burlington  to 
Delphi.  Prom  CharloRtown,  in  Clark  county,  via  Sturde rant's 
store,  to  Salem,  in  Waehington  county.  Prom  Indianapolis,  via 
Germantown,  in  Marion  county,  Pendleton,  and  Hnntj^ville,  in 
Madison  county,  to  Strawtown,  in  Hamilton  connty.  From 
Strawtown  to  Peru,  in  the  county  of  Miami.  Prom  Blooming- 
ton,  in  Monroe  county,  ria  Bailc  s  bridirc,  to  Salem,  in  Wash- 
ington connty.  From  Mount  Tabor,  in  Munron  county,  to  Stilcs- 
ville,  in  Hendricks  county.  From  Thorntown,  in  Boone  coun- 
ty, to  Kirk's  cross  roadu,  in  Clinton  county.  From  Carlisle,  via 
Busron  mills,  Rawley's  mill,  to  Bowling  Green,  Clay  county. 
From  Indianapolis,  along  the  Cumberland  road,  to  Terre  Haute. 
From  Richmond,  via  Newport  and  Winchester,  to  Fort  Wayne. 
Prom  Conncravilie,  via  llnrrisburg,  Louisville,  and  New  Castle, 
to  Munceytown.  From  Oxford,  Ohio,  via  Bath  springs,  in  In- 
diana, Fairfield,  via  West  Union,  Columbia,  and  Oranjfc  post 
office,  in  Fayette  county,  to  Rushville.  From  Knightstown,  via 
Greenborough,  to  Pendleton.  From  Grant  court-hrmsc  to  I^a- 
gro,  in  Wabash  county.  From  Peru  and  Spaita  to  Lima,  in  La 
Grange  county.  From  Kirk's  cro5s  road?,  via  Frankfort  and 
Jefferson,  to  Lafayette.  From  Fredonia  to  Mount  Prospect,  in 
Crawford  county.  From  Eaton,  in  Ohi<i,  New  Boston,  Abiug- 
ton,  and  Philomith,  to  Centrcvillc,  in  Indiana.  From  Prince- 
ton, Indiana,  to  M'Miat  Cnrmel,  lllinoi-^.  From  Moorcsville,  by 
Bridgeport,  Clermont,  Piketon,  and  Westfield,  to  Strawtown. 
From  Martinsville  to  Gosport.  From  Peru,  I»y  Wilkinson's 
settlement,  on  F#cl  river,  Rocbej^ter,  Chippewa,  Plymouth, 
and  Oakland,  to  Laporte.  From  Greenville,  Ohio,  by  Hunt- 
ington, Indiana,  Turkey  creek  prairie,  to  Goalien.  From 
Strawtown  to  Logansport.  From  Fort  Wayne,  by  (Chippewa, 
to  Ottawa.  From  Wabash,  by  Gochen,  to  Bristol.  Prom  White 
Pigeon,  Michigan,  to  Pulaski,  Indiana.  From  Burliufjton,  Ken- 
tucky, by  Rising  Sun,  Hartford,  DilUboro',  and  Hartvillc,  to 
Versailles.  From  I^afayctte,  by  Battle  Ground,  Pheasant  run, 
Barne.',  and  Georgetown,  to  Logansport.  From  Crawfords- 
ville  to  Rob  Roy.  From  Crawfordsvilie,  by  Darlington,  and 
Thornton,  to  Frankfort.  From  South  Bend  to  Exlwardsburg. 
From  Michigan  (/ity,  by  Baileytown,  Deep  river,  Robinson  s 
prairie,  and  the  croa:;ings  of  Kankakee,  to  Pcorin,  Illinois. 
From  Strawstown,  by  Camden,  to  Delphi.  From  Marion,  by 
Ligro,  to  Goshen.  From  F'ort  Wajmc,  in  Indiana,  by  Turkey 
creek  prairie,  to  Ottawa,  in  Illinois.  Prom  Lojjansport  to  Go- 
shen. From  Madison,  by  Marion  and  Moore's  tavern,  to  Napo- 
leon. 

IN   MISSISSIPPI. 

Prom  Canton,  via  Warsaw,  to  Beattie's  bluflf.  Prom  Vicks- 
burg,  via  Benton,  Lexington,  Blackhawk,*  Carrollton,  Grenada, 
CofTeeville,  Holly  Spring',  and  Patawpha  Court-house,  via  La 
Grange,  to  Bolivar,  Tennessee.  From  Madison ville,  via  Can- 
ton, Montgomery,  and  Franklin,  to  Lexington,  in  Holmes  county. 
From  Memphis,  via  Holly  Spring,  Chnlohomo,  Mitchell's  bluffs, 
Sardinia,  Pliarsalia,  Fanning's  store,  Tillotoba,  Tuscahnnia, 
Cbocchuma,  Point  Veto,  La  Flore,  Quicla,  and  Cbulan,  to  Man- 
chester. From  La  Grange,  Tennessee,  via  Spring  hill,  Mat- 
thew's store,  Forster's  store,  and  Pontitoc-,  to  CofTeeville.  Prom 
Carrollton,  via  Shougola,  Choctaw  Court-house,  Starksville,  and 
Mayheu,  to  Coliimbur.  From  Livingston,  to  Alabama,  via  Su- 
quancitchee   valley,   Lauderdale,  and  Scott  Court-houses,  and 


Brandon,  to  Jackson.  From  PickcnariUo,  Alabaiqa,  via  War- 
lock, and  Macon,  in  Noxnba  county,  BliMiMspp^  to  Iioiusvtile, 
in  Winston  connty.  Prom  Winchaster,  via  Paulding,  Garlands- 
ville,  Newton,  and  Neshoba  Coart-faoose,  Louki^e^  From 
Paulding,  via  Smith  Coort-house,  Weatville,  and  Georgetown, 
to  Gallatin.  From  Gallatin,  via  Holden's  store,  Hugh^  Mort^ 
and  Malcolm,  to  Fayette.  Prom  Lexington,  via  Attala  oad 
Leake  Court-house,  to  Scott  Coort-house.  F^rom  Rodney,  via 
Paine's  store,  to  Selscrtown.  Prom  Columbus,  ria  Macon,  Wa- 
holock,  De  Kalb,  Lenderdale,  and  Clark  Coort-hoose,  to  Win- 
chester. From  Dc  Kalb  Coort-house,  in  Kemper  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, via  Tanuaky,  Oldtown,  Moselusfaa,  and  Kellings,  to 
Scott  Court-house,  Mississippi.  Prom  Clinton,  by  ^cing 
Branch  and  Summerville,  to  Satartia.  From  Port  Gibson,  by 
Darwin,  Shelby,  Lloyds  ville,  and  Casey's  stoie,  to  Rayrai  od. 
From  Jackson,  Misslssipoi,  lo  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Prom  the 
Robertson  road,  by  Leake  Coort-house,  and  Nashoba  Goon- 
house,  to  De  Kalb.  From  De  Kalb,  by  Peara's  Spring,  Loub- 
villft,  and  Choctaw  Court-house,  to  Chqpchoma.  Prom  Angosta 
to  the  Bay  of  Biloxi.  Prom  Columbus  to  Wotpiat.  Prom 
Louisville,  by  Double  Springs,  to  De  Kalb.  Prom  Paix&eld, 
Alabama,  by  Knowville,  Waholock,  SummerTillc,  lo  Carthage. 
Prom  Madisonville,  by  Attala  Court-house,  throogh  Choctaw 
and  Oke-ti-be-ha  counties,  Plymouth,  U>  Columboa. 
IN  ILLINOIS. 
Prom  Pittsfield,  in  Pike  county,  by  Greggsrille  and  McKec^'s 
creek,  to  Rushville,  in  Schuyler  county,  and  a  post  office  on 
said  route  at  Chambersburg,  in  Pike  county.  Prom  Des  Moiu<rE, 
in  Clarke  county,  Missouri,  to  Warsaw,  in  Hancock  coonty,  Il- 
linois ;  thence,  via  Carthage  and  Smith  s  store,  to  Monmoatb,  m 
Warren  county.  Prom  Hennepin,  in  Putnam  county,  paasios: 
through  Boyd  s  Grove,  Spoon  river,  and  Knoxville,  to  Venus,  in 
Hancock  county.  From  Carrollton,  in  Green  county,  to  inter- 
sect the  mail  route  leading  from  Springfield,  in  Sangamon  coun- 
ty, to  Vandalia,  at  Hillsboro,  in  Montgomery  county,  by  the  way 
of  Fayette,  in  Green  county,  to  Carliaville,  in  Macoupin  county. 
From  Springfield,  in  Sangamon  county,  to  the  Btil^lo  Hart 
Grove;  thence  lo  Georgetown;  thence  to  WaynesTille,  BliV'm- 
ington,  and  Lexington,  in  McLean  county,  Dresden,  and  Motut 
Juliet,  to  Chicago,  in  Cook  county.  Prom  Laporte,  in  Indians, 
via  Hickory  creek,  Juliet,  mouth  of  tlie  Dupaige,  Amnble,  Net- 
tle creek,  and  Grand  Rapids  of  Illinois  river,  to  Ottowa.  From 
Beardslown,  in  Morgan  county,  to  Petersburg,  in  Sangamv 
county.  Prom  (^uincy,  in  Adams  county,  ria  Fairfield,  lo  Car- 
thage, Franklin,  and  Monmouth,  in  Warren  coun^  From 
Mount  Carmel,  in  IUinoii>,  via  Albion,  Leach's  mills,  FairfieM, 
and  Malding's  mills,  to  Mount  Vernon.  Prom  Montezama,  in 
Indiana,  west,  to  Bloomfield,  in  Eklgar  county,  Illinois.  Frvm 
Maco.nb,  in  McDonou^h  county,  via  Saint  Augustine,  to  Knox- 
ville. From  Crawfordsvillc,  Indiana,  via  Newtown,  Rob  Roy, 
Wiiliamsport,  Warren  post  office,  and  Parish  Grove,  to  Iroquois, 
in  Illinois.  From  Alton,  via  Staunton,  to  Hillsboro*.  From  Pa- 
duca,  in  McCracken  county,  Kentucky,  via  Wilcox's  ferry,  to 
Frankfort,  in  Illinois.  From  Peoria,  in  Peoria  county,  to  Knox- 
ville, in  Knox  county.  Prom  Ottowa,  Lasalle  coonty,  to  Dixon's 
ferry,  on  Rock  river.  From  Hennepin,  in  Putnam  county,  vu 
Princeton  and  Windsor,  to  Rock  island,  on  the  Mi^ssaprt. 
From  Terre  Haute,  in  Indiana,  to  Paris,  in  Illinois,  Decator, 
Clear  creek,  Springfield,  and  Sylvan  Grove,  to  Beardstown. 
From  Michigan  city,  Indiana,  to  Juliet,  in  Cook  coonty,  lUhnoif, 
thence  to  Dixon's  ferry,  on  Rock  river,  and  thence  to  Savaxuiah, 
on  the  Mississippi  river.  From  New  Boston,  in  Mercer  coaaty, 
via  the  Pine  bluffs,  in  township  sixteen  north,  of  range  five 
west,  to  Rock  island.  From  Canton,  in  Fulton  coonty,  via 
Farmington,  to  Peoria,  in  Peoria  coonf^.  Prom  Chicago,  via 
Meacham's  Grove,  Elgin,  on  the  Pox  river,  Sqnaw  prairie,  on 
the  Kishwaka,  and  Midway,  on  Rock  river,  to  Galena.  Proai 
Chicago,  northwestwardly,  to  cross  tlie  Duplain  river  at  Tal- 
cott's,  via  Elk  Grove,  to  Pox  river,  at  George  McClorcV 
From  Ottowa,  in  Lasalle  county,  np  Fox  river,  until  it  inter- 
sects the  State  road  from  Chicago  to  Galena,  at  or  ncair 
Pawpaw.  From  Lower  Alton,  via  the  head  of  Piasa  creek,  at 
Simmon's  towns  of  Delaware,  Greenfield,  Athens,  Btovo's 
point,  to  Jacksonville.  From  Charleston,  in  Coles  county,  tt^ 
the  town  qf  Greenup.  From  Frankfort,  via  Brownsville,  Gill'* 
ferry,  on  the  Mississippi,  to  Jackson,  Cape  Girardeau  coantr, 
in  Missouri.  Prom  Danville,  via  Decatur,  to  Springfield.  FW>ni 
Carrollton  and  Graflon,  to  Portage  Des  Sioux  and  Saint  Charles, 
in  Missouri.  Prom  Danville  to  Ottowa.  Prom  Princeton,  in 
Putnam  coimty,viaBrigham'8  and  Dimmick's  grove,  to  the  Paw- 
paw grove.  From  Bayville,  Pike  coonty,  to  Pittsfield.  From 
Knoxville,  via  Henderson,  White  Oak  grove,  Cleveland,  en-i 
mouth  of  Plumb  river,  to  Galena.    From  Mount  Carmel,  in  "Wr'a- 
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basb,  to  Mayflrille,  in  Clay  county.     From  Fairfield,  in  Wayne 
eounty,  to  Salem,  in  Marion  county.     Prom  Teire  Haute,  in  In- 
diana, to  Yandalia,  in  Illinois,  along  the  national  road.     From 
McLeanaboro\  in  Hamilton  county,  via  Crouch's,  to  Maiden's 
mills,  in  Wayne  coanty.     From  Alton,  on  the  State  road  to  Car- 
linvillc,  on  the  State  road.     From  Carthage,   Illinois,  to  Fort 
Madison,  in  Des  Moines  county,  Michigan.     From  Carlisle,  in 
Clinton  county,  via  Greenville,  to  Hillsboro'.     From  Meredoaia, 
in  Morgan  county,  via  Vandeventer,  to  Rushville.     From  Li- 
berty, in  Adams  county,  to  Davidson's,  Mount  Sterling,  and 
Rushville.     Prom  Logansport,  Cass  county,  Indiana,  to  the  seat 
of  justice  in  Iroquois  county,  in  Illinois.     Prom  Monmouth,  in 
Warren  county,  to  the  Yellow  banks,  on  the  Mississippi.  Prom 
Buffalo  grove,  in  Joe  Daviess  county,  to  the  mouth  uf  Plumb 
river,  on  the  Mississippi.     Prom  Mount  Carmel  to  Lawrence- 
ville.    From  Charleston,  in  Cotes  county,  via  Greenup,  New- 
ton, and  Stringtown,  to  Lawrenceville,   in  Lawrence  county, 
rrom  Unity  toUie  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river.     From  Jacksonville, 
via  Havana,  to  Pekin.      From  Pleasant  grove,  in   Tazewell 
county,  Tia  Pekin  and  Canton,  to  Lowistown,  Pulton  county. 
From  Frankfort,  via  Bainbridge's  store,  to  Jonesboro'.    From 
Frankfort,  via  Whiteside's,  to  Golconda.  From  Unity  to  Smith- 
field,  on  the  Mississippi.     From  Alton,  via  Terry's  landing,  on 
the   Illinois  river,  to  Gilead,  in  Calhoun  county.     From  Belle- 
ville to  Piuckneyville.     From  Mount  Carmel,  by  Albion  and 
Fairfield,  to  Salem.     From  Yandalia,  by  Hill8b6ro',  to  Cnrlins- 
villc.    From  Jacksonville  to  Carlinsville.     From  Danville  to 
Springfield.     From  Jacksonville,  by  Plttsfield,  to  Burnett's  fer- 
ry.    From  Golconda,  by  Frankfort,  to  Mount  Vernon.     From 
St.   liouis,  Missouri,  by  Jacksonville,  Beardstown,  Rushville, 
Macomb,  Monmouth,  and  Fort  Armstrong,  to  Galena.     From 
Chicago,  by  Ottawa,  Utica,  Peoria,  Canton,  Lewiston,  and  Rush- 
ville, to  Q,uincy.     Prom  Carthage,  by  Commerce,  to  Port  Des 
Moines.      From   Ricblandtown,    by   Burlington,   to    Macomb. 
From  Stephenson  to  Davenport,  Wisconsin  Territory.     From 
Kaskaskia,  by  Pollock's,  to  Belleville,  and  from  Nashville  to 
Mount  Vernon.     Prom  Lawrenceville  to  Palestine.     From  Sa- 
vanna, Illinois,  to  Ueilovue,  Wisconsin  Territory. 
IN  ALABAMA. 
From   Columbiana,    in  the   county  of  Shelby,  via   Mineral 
.Springs,  to  Syllacogy,  in  Talladega  county.     From  Jacksonville, 
in  Benton  county,  to  Bennetsville,  in  Saint  Clair  county.     From 
Tuscaloosa,  via  Romulus,  Mosely  and  Cook's  store,  to  Pleasant 
Ridge  post  office,   in   Pickens  county.     From    Livingston,  in 
Sumpter  county,  via  Homer's  old- store,  Mount  Sterling,  McCar- 
ty'a,  and  Carroliton,  to   Washington  court-honse,  Washington 
county.     From  Mesopotamia,  in   Greene  county,   via  Daniel's 
prairie  and  Jones's  bluflf,   to  Livingston,    in  Sumpter  county. 
From  Burnt  Corn,  Monroe  county,  via    Godbold's  old  store,  to 
Allcntown,  in  Wilcox  county.     From  Linden,  in  Marengo  coun- 
ty, via  Flat  Settlement,  Moscow,  and  Ferryman's  sti^re,  to  Liv- 
ingston,   in  Sumpter  county.     From  LivingS'ton,   in   Sumpter 
county,  Alabama,  to  Marion,  in  Lauderdale  county,    Mississippi. 
Prom    Manningham,  in  Butler  county,  to  Mount  Willing  and 
Haynesville,  in  Lowndes  county,  thence  to  Washington,  Autau- 
(^a   county.      From  Dallas,   in  Hamilton   county,   Tennessee, 
through  the  Lookout  and  Will's  vallejrv,  via  Reason,  Rollins,  the 
seat  of  justice  for  De  Kalb  county,  to  Bennetsville,  Saint  Clair 
:ounty,  Alabama.     Prom  Monticello,  in  Pike  county,  to  Tusko- 
rce,  in  Macon  county.     Prom  Calhoun,  McMinn  county,   Ten- 
lessee,    via  Walker's    place,   McDanicl's,   Richard  Taylor's, 
»Valker  court-house,  Georgia,  William  Henry's, Charles  Price's, 
Dougherty's  Mills,  Chalooga,  or  Gaylesville,  Smith's  ferry,  on 
:^oo«ia  river,  Francis  Adams,  and  Rawden's  store,    to  Jackson- 
ille,    Benton    county.      Prom   Knoxville,  Greene  county  via 
vainsvilie,  in   Sumpter  county,    to  Narketa,  Kemper  county, 
f  ississippi.     From  Fort   Mitchell,   via     Roanoke    post  office, 
CO  wart  county,  Geoi^ia,Irwinton,  in  Barbour  county,  Alabama, 
•  Fort  Graines,  in  Early  county,  Georgia  (tlie  mail  to  be  carried 
1  Llie  west  side  of  the   Chattahoochee  river.)     From  Union- 
>wn.    Perry  county,  via  Athens,  Bogue  Chilto,  to  Portland,  on 
la.bama  river.     Prom  Monticello,  in  Pike  county,  to  Dalcville, 
Hale  county.     Prom  Rockford,  in  Coosa  county,  via  Montreal, 
To-llapoosa  county,  to  LafayeUe,  in  Chambers  connty.     From 
winton,  on  the  Chattahoochee  river,  via  Clayton,  in  Barbour 
tun  ty,  to  Mount  Meigs,  in  Montgomery  county.     From  Mount 
''illing,  via  Maule's  store,  to  Benton,  in  Lowndes  county.  From 
on  tg'omery,  along  the  Patsalaggo,  road  to  the  nearest  point  on 
e  route  running  from  Greenrille,to  Gaines's  6torc,Pike  county. 
'om  Mount  Meig8,in  Montgomery  county,  via  Carter's  store,  to 
aynesville,  in  Lowndes  county.     From  La  Grange,  in  Troup 
imty,  Georgia,  vio  Dickson's  mill?,    Randolph  court-house,  to 
illatloga,  in  Talladega  county,  Alabama.     From  Haynesville, 


via  Hickory  grove,  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  road  from  Mont- 
gomery to  Patsalaggo,  and  from  thence  to  the  nearest  point  on 
the  route  from  Monticello,  in  Pike  county,  to  Gaines's  store. 
From  Vernon,  in  Troup  county,  Georgb,  via  Hurst's  store,  to 
Lafayette,  in  Chambers  county,  Alabama.  From  Jacksonville, 
Benton  county,  via  White  plains  and  Boiling  springs,  Rondolph 
court-house,  Lafayette,  and  Cassitah,  to  Gerard,  thence  to  Co- 
lumbus, Georgia.'  From  Talladega  court-house  to  Lafayette,  in 
Chambers  county.  Prom  West  Point,  in  Troup  county,  Geor- 
gia, via  Ca&sitah  and  Tallassee,  to  Wetumpka,  in  Montgomery 
county,  Alabama.  From  Tuskegec,  in  Macon  county,  via  Tuc- 
kabatchee,  to  Tallassee,  in  Tallapoosa  county.  From  Greens- 
boro' to  Candy's  landing,  on  the  Black  Warrior  river.  From 
Washington,  Autauga  county,  via  Kingston,  Independence, 
Hamilton,  Oak  ridge,  and  Valley  creek,  to  Marion,  in  Perry 
county.  From  RocKford,  in  Coosa  county,  via  Chestnut  creek, 
to  Maplesville,  in  Bibb  county.  From  Greenville,  in  Butler 
county,  viaRobb's  store,  to  Sparta,  thence  toPensacola,  Florida. 
From  Dale  court-house  to  Valambrosa,  in  Florida.  From  Talla- 
hassee, via  Tuckabatchee,  to  Line  creek  post  office.  From  Belle- 
fonte,  in  Jackson  county,  via  DeKalb  court-house,  and  Chero- 
kee court-house,  to  Jacksonville,  Benton  county.  From  Lafa- 
yette, in  Chambers  county,  via  Randolph  court-house,  crossing 
Tallapoosa  river  at  Sawyers  ferry,  via  White  plains,  Jackson- 
ville, in  Benton  county,  thenco  crossing  Coosa  river  at  Walker's 
ferry,  by  Double  spring,  by  Bennetsville,  to  Ashville,  in  Saint 
Clair  county.  Prom  Greenville,  in  Butler  county,  via  Port  Dale, 
to  Hayneville,  Lowndes  county.  From  Tuscaloosa  to  Fairfield. 
From  Mount  Meigs  to  Irwinton.  From  Pickensville,  by  Macon 
and  Louisville,  to  Winston  court-house,  Micsissippi.  From 
Portland,  by  Athens,  to  Uniontown.  From  Manningham  to 
Mount  Willing.  From  Newmarket,  by  Madison  SpringF,  to 
Hazlegreen.  From  Rockford  to  Mandisville.  From  Columbus, 
Georgia,  by  Chambers  court-house,  Randolph  court-house,  and 
Benton  court-house,  to  Huntsvilie.  Prom  Salida,  by  Cahawba, 
Pleasant  hill,  and  Bragg's  store,  to  Greenville.  Prom  Jackson- 
ville, in  Benton  county,  Alabama,  to  Rome,  in  Georgia.  From 
Cahawba,  by  Marion,  to  Centreville. 

IN  MICHIGAN. 
Prom  Marshall,  by  way  of  Lyon  lake  and  West  Gerard,  to 
Cold  water.  From  Elkhart,  in  Indiana,  to  Cossa  polls,  via  Ad- 
amsville,  and  Ekiwardsburg.  From  Niles  to  New  Buflaloe,  via 
Hudson.  Prom  Battle  creek  to  the  county  seat  of  Eaton  county, 
via  Verona  and  Belle vue.  From  Detroit  to  Lapeer,  via  Roches- 
ter. From  Saline  to  Grass  Lake,  via  Columbia  Lake  and  Rich- 
field. From  St.  Clair  to  Grand  Blanc,  via  Romeo,  Bristol,  La- 
peer, Farmer's  creek,  and  Davison's  mills.  From  Detroit  to 
Fort  Gratiot,  on  the  United  States  road,  via  Mount  Clemens. 
From  Pontiac  to  Ionia,  via  White  Lake,  to  the  county  scat  of 
Clinton.  From  Toledo  to  Adrian,  by  Blissfield  and  Palmyra. 
From  Ypsiianti  to  Pontiac,  via  Plymouth.  Prom  Adrian  to 
Ionia,  via  Jonesville  and  Marshall.  From  Manhattan  to  Adrian. 
From  Marshall  to  Coldwater,  via  Tekonsha.  From  Detroit,  in 
Wayne  county,  to  Fort  Gratiot,  in  Saint  Clair  county,  on  the 
United  States  military  road.  From  Mount  Clemen.",  in  Macomb 
county,  to  Ijapeer,  in  Lapeer  county.  From  Plymouth,  in  Wayne 
county,  to  Dexter,  in  Washtenaw  county,  through  Salem,  North- 
field,  and  Webster.  From  Monroe,  in  Monroe  county,  to  Tc- 
cumsch,  in  Lenawee  county,  on  the  La  Plaiiiance  bav  road. 
From  Toledo,  in  Monroe  county,  to  Adrian,  in  Lenawee,  through 
Whiteford  and  Palmyra.  From  Maumce,  in  Ohio,  to  Jonesville, 
in  Hillsdale  comity,  through  Whiteford,  Canandagua,  and  Lanes- 
villc.  From  Saline,  in  Washtenaw  county,  to  London,  in  Mon- 
roe county,  through  York.  From  Detroit,  in  Wayne  county,  to 
Utica,  in  Macomb  county,  on  the  territorial  road.  From  Detroit, 
in  Wayne  county,  to  Kent,  in  Kent  county,  by  Howell's.  From 
Clinton,  in  Lenawee  county,  to  Kent,  in  Kent  county,  by  Napo- 
leon and  Jacksonburg.  Prom  Coldwater,  in  Branch  county,  to 
St.  Joseph,  in  Berrien  county,  by  Centreville  and  Cassapolis. 
Pi'om  Kalamazoo,  in  Kalamazoo  county,  to  Kalamazoo,  in  Allegan 
county,  by  Allegan.  From  Battle  creek,  in  Calhoun  county, 
to  Kent,  in  Kent  county,  by  Geloster.  From  Ann  Arlwjiir,  m 
Washtenaw  county,  to  Pontiac,  in  Oakland  county,  by  Whil- 
more*s  I-rfike,  Green  Oak,  Lyon,  and  Wall  I^ke.  From  Battle 
creek,  in  Calhoun  county,  to  Schoolcraft,  in  Kalamozoo  county, 
by  Climax  prairie.  From  Bellevuc,  in  Eaton  county,  to  Middle 
village,  in  Barry  county,  by  Hastings.  From  Fort  Defiance, 
in  Ohio,  to  Adrian,  in  Lenawee  county,  by  Canandagua.  From 
Michigan  city,  in  Indiana,  to  Gmnd  Haven,  in  Ottawa  connty,  by 
New  Bulfalo,  St.  Joseph,  Kalamazoo,  in  Allegan  county,  to  Sau- 
gatuck,  in  Ottawa  county.  Prom  lotiia,  in  lonio  connty,  to  Sag- 
inaw, in  Saginaw  county,  by  the  mouth  of  Maple 'river.  From 
Schoolcraft,  in  Gelopter,  by  Kalamazoo,  in  Kalamazoo  county. 
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From  Saginaw,  by  Mackinac,  to  the  Sault  St.  Marie.  From  Sa- 
ginaw to  the  mouth  of  the  rirer  Saginaw.  From  Kalamazoo,  in 
Kalamazoo  comity,  to  tlie  mouth  of  North  Black  rirer.  From 
Grand  river  rapids  to  Grand  Haren.  From  Kalamazoo  to  the 
mouth  of  the  South  Black  river.  From  Northfield,  by  Ham- 
burgh, to  Howell.  From  New  Buffalo,  Michigan,  to  Laportc, 
Indiana.  From  Adrian  by  Hillsdale,  to  Coldwater.  Prom 
Marshall,  via  Johnson,  Athens,  and  Durham,  to  White  Pigeon. 
From  Kalamazoo  to  Kent.  From  Ann  Arbour  to  Ionia. 
IN  FLORIDA. 

FromMarianna  to  Daloville,  Alabama.  From  Marianna  to 
Saint  Joseph's.  From  Pensacola,  by  Ploridatown,  Pitbnan's 
ferry,  to  Campbellton. 

IN  ARKANSAS. 

From  the  mouth  of  Arkansas  river,  via  mouth  of  White  river, 
Helena,  and  mouth  of  Saint  Francis,  up  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  to  Greenock,  and  the  county  seat  of  Mississip- 
pi county,  to  New  Madrid,  in  Missouri.  From  Pine  bluffs,  by 
CabeanU,  to  Monroe,  in  Louisiana.  From  Columbia,  Ecore  a 
Fabre,  to  Washington,  in  Hempstead  county.  From  Batesville, 
by  Clinton,  to  Lewisburg,  and  from  Clinton,  by  Glass's  village, 
to  Dardanelle,  in  Pope  county.  From  the  county  seat,  in  Izard 
connty,  to  Dardanelle,  and  from  thence,  by  the  county  seat  of 
Scott,  to  Zebulon,  county  seat  of  Pike,  and  thence  to  Washing- 
ton, Hempstead  county.  From  Washington  to  Miller  court- 
house, and  from  thence,  on  the  south  side  of  Red  river,  to 
Lafayette  court-house.  From  Canrollton  to  Springfield,  in  Mis- 
souri. 

IN  MISSOURI. 

From  Columbia,  bv  Roacheport,  Boonville,  and  Jonesboro',  to 
Lexington.  From  Columbia,  by  Younger's  mills,  Paris,  Rich- 
ard Sharp's,  to  Palmyra.  From  Jefferson  City,  by  Versailles, 
Benton  court-house,  E^juality,  Springfield,  to  Carroll  court- 
house, in  Arkansas.  From  Benton  court-house,  by  the  county 
seat  of  Rives  and  AUensville,  to  the  county  seat  of  Van  Buren, 
and  from  thence,  by  the  county  seat  of  Johnson,  to  Saint  Helena. 
From  Jefferson  City  to  Wayncsville.  From  the  county  seat  of 
Crawford,  by  Maasey's  iron  works,  to  Union,  in  Franklin  coun- 
ty. From  Greenville  to  Castor,  and  thence  by  Johnson's,  in 
tne  West  prairie,  to  the  Grand  prairie,  in  Stoddard  county. 
From  Caledonia,  in  Washington  county,  by  Van  Buren,  in  Rip- 
ley county,  to  Jackson,  in  Arkansas  Territory.  From  Jones- 
boro',  by  Arrow  rock,  to  Fayette.  From  Saint  Genevieve  to 
Farmington.  From  the  couiily  seat  of  Morgan  to  the  county 
seat  of  Pulaski.  From  Springfield  to  the  county  seat  of  Barry. 
From  Kcytesville  to  Compton's  store,  on  Grand  river.  From 
Fulton,  by  James  Harrison's,  in  the  Grand  prairie,  to  Paris. 
From  Jefferson  City  to  Columbia.  From  Columbia,  by  Rock 
mills,  to  Nashville,  in  Boone  county.  From  Jefferson  City,  by 
Portland,  to  Loutre  island.  From  Huntsville,  by  the  county 
seat  of  Shelby  and  Cooper's  settlement,  to  Monticello.  From 
Fulton,  by  Portland,  to  Mount  Sterling.  From  McMurtry's,  in 
Callaway  county,  by  Thomas  Harrison's,  in  the  Grand  prairie, 
to  Huntsville.  From  Johnson  court-house,  by  Blackwater  set- 
tlement, to  Lexington.  From  Hannibal,  by  Florida,  Paris,  and 
HunLBville,  to  Fayette.  From  Louisiana  to  Atlas,  Illinois.  Prom 
Old  mines,  in  Washington  county,  by  the  Rich  woods  and  Vir- 
ginia, to  Union.  From  Benton  to  Commeixe.  From  Bowling 
Green,  by  Bandurant's  and  Cove  spring,  to  Florida.  From 
Bolivia,  by  the  cross  roads,  to  Fredericktown.  From  Monticel- 
lo, in  Lewis  county,  westwardly,  to  Sandy  hill.  Prom  Richmond 
to  Compton's  store,  oi\  Grand  river.  Prom  Liberty  to  Platts- 
burg.  From  Helena  to  Benton  court-house.  From  Columbus, 
Kentucky,  by  Benton,  Jackson,  Fredericktown,  Farmington, 
Caledonia,  seats  of  justice  of  Crawford,  Pulaski,  and  Pettis 
counties,  to  Blackwater,  and  thence  to  Independence.  From 
Boonville,  by  the  seat  of  justice  of  Pettis  county,  to  the  seat  of 
justice  in  Johnson  county.  Prom  Springfield  to  Pulaski  court- 
house, Crawford  court-house,  Massro's  iron  works,  to  Union. 
Prom  Jefferson  City,  by  Mount  Sterling,  to  Crawford  court- 
house. Prom  Castor  to  Greenville.  Prom  Castor,  by  Grand 
prairie,  in  Stoddart  county. 

IN  WISCONSIN. 

Prom  Macomb,  county  of  McDonougb,  Illinois,  by  Burlington, 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  Des  Moines  county.  Prom  Racine,  on  Root 
river,  by  the  outlet  of  Lake  Koskenong  and  Mineral  point,  to 
Cassville.  Prom  Richlandtown  to  Burlington,  tlience  to  Mon- 
mouth, Illinois.  Prom  Milwaukee  to  the  outlet  of  Lake  Koske- 
nong. From  Galena,  via  Singinawa  mound,  Sinsinawa  post  of- 
fice, Gibraltar,  Van  Buren,  Cassville,  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  to 
Port  Snelling.  Prom  Bellevue  to  Galena,  Illinois.  Prom  Min- 
eral point,  by  way   of   T.  J.  Parish's,  to  the  English  prairie. 


From  Galena,  lUinoia,  by  way  of  White  Otk  nxringa,  Gratiot's 
Grove,  and  Wioata,  McNott's,  Diggin's,  and  Wiacamin  cHy,  to 
intersect  the  Root  river  and  Cassville  route.  From  Coldwater, 
in  Branch  county,  to  Michigan  city,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  ria 
Centre ville,  Constantine,  Mottville,  Bristol,  EUcbart,  Misfaa- 
waulkie,  South  Bend,  and  Leporte.  FVom  Jackeenburg  to 
While  Pigeon,  via  Spring  Arbor,  Concord,  Homer,  Tekoosha, 
Goodwinville,  Durham,  Nottawa,  and  Centreville.  From  War- 
saw, Illinois,  by  Keokuck,  Fori  Des  Moines,  Port  Madiaoa,  Gib- 
son's ferry,  Burlington,  Iowa,  Clark's  ferry,  Davenport,  Park- 
hurst,  Bellevue,  Du  Buque,  Peru,  Derango,  We^-man's,  C^tsa- 
ville,  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  Fort  Snelling.  Ptom  Dn  Bni^e, 
by  Sinsinawa  and  Blast  Furnace,  to  Elk  grove.  Pcmn  Mineral 
point,  by  Dodgeville  and  Helena,  to  Arena.  From  Galena,  by 
Vinegar  hill.  Elk  Grove,  and  Bellemont,to  Mineral  point.  Frtsi 
Port  Winnebago,  by  Fond  du  Lac,  Calumeh  village,  to  Grand 
Kalkalin.  From  Chicago,  by  Pike  river,  Racine,  MHwalkj, 
Chebawgan,  Pigeon,  Manlitowack,  to  Grreen  hay.  FnuB  Wis- 
consin to  Uie  city  of  the  Poor  Lakea,  by  Fond  da  Lac,  and  the 
city  of  Winnebago,  at  the  northeast  end  of  Lake  Winnebago,  to 
a  point  of  intersection  with  the  route  from  Pniiie  dn  Cbien  to 
Green  bay.  From  Pond  du  Lac,  at  the  south  end  of  lAke  Wis- 
nebago,  to  Milwaukee.  From  Milwaukee,  -by  the  city  of  ike 
Four  JLakes,  to  the  Blue  mound,  there  to  intersect  the  ronu  froca 
Green  Bay  to  Prairie  du  Chien. 

Post  Route*  DUcoTiiinued. 
MAINE. 

From  Camden  to  Vinal  haven. 

OHIO. 

From  Waupakonetta  to  Sugar  Grove.  From  Piqua  to  Was- 
pakonetta. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

From  Mount  Hill  to  Varennes.  From  StauntonviUe,  by  Gol- 
den Grove,  to  Greenville  court-house. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  66.}— AN  ACT  to  promote  the  progress  of  nserul  arts,  ud 

to  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  heretofore   made  ibr  uiti 

purpose. 

Be  it  encLcied^  4^.  That  there  shall  be  established  sad  at- 
tached to  the  Department  of  State,  an  office  to  be  deB^sBinated 
the  Patent  Office ;  the  chief  officer  of  which  shall  be  called  ^ 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  PreaideDi,  Ij 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  whose  durj  i: 
shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Staie,  ts  super- 
intend, execute,  and  perform  all  such  acts  and  iliiniis  wocbirg 
and  respecting  the  granting  and  issuing  of  patents  im  new  asd 
useful  discoveries,  inventions,  and  improvements,  as  are  herein 
provided  for,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  by  law,  directed  lo  be  d«s« 
and  performed,  and  shall  have  the  charge  and  custody  of  lil 
the  books,  records,  papers,  models,  machines,  and  all  oaher 
tilings  belonging  to  said  office.  And  said  Commisaioner  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  compensation  as  is  allowed  by  Inw  to  the  Co- 
missioner  of  the  Indian  Department,  and  shall  be  entitled  v* 
send  and  receive  letters  and  packages  by  mail,  relating  to  ti» 
business  of  the  office,  free  of  postage. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be,  s 
said  office,  an  inferior  officer,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  prIs'->- 
pal  officer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  of  seventeen  hundred  dollnra,  and  io  be 
called  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Patent  Office :  who,  in  all  casej 
during  the  necessary  absence  of  the  Commissioner,  or  wbes 
the  said  principal  office  shall  become  vacant,  shall  hare  the 
charge  and  custody  of  the  seal,  and  of  the  records^  book^  f*- 
pera,  machinciR,  models,  and  all  other  things  belocqpng^  to  the 
said  office,  and  shall  perform  the  duties  of  CommiAsifiner  during 
such  vacancy.  And  the  said  Commissioner  may  also,  'witb  \ike 
approval,  appointan  examining  clerk,  atanannualsalaiyof  fiP^ea 
hundred  dollars ;  two  other  clerks  at  twelve  hundred  dollars 
each,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  competent  dranghtsman ;  out 
other  clerk  at  one  thousand  dollars ;  a  machinist  at  twelve  hoar 
dred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  a  messenger  at  seven  hundred  dJi- 
lars.  And  said  Commissioner,  clerks,  end  every  other  ptr^'^ 
appointed  and  employed  in  said  office,  shall  be  disqualified  aikf 
interdicted  from  acquiring  or  taking,  except  by  inberitai^e,  dur- 
ing the  period  for  which  they  shall  hold  their  appointments,  re- 
spectively, any  right  or  interest,  directly  or  indirecdj,  in  arv 
patent  for  an  invention  or  discovery  which  has  been,  or  caj 
hereafter  be,  granted. 

Sec.  3.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  pnncipel 
officer,  and  every  other  person  to  be  appointed  in  the  said  office. 
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shall,  before  h«  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  or  appoint- 
ment,  make  oath  or  affirmation,  truly  and  faithfully  to  execute 
the  trust  committed  to  him.  And  the  said  Commissioner  and 
the  chief  clerk  shall  also,  before  entering  upon  their  duties,  sev- 
erally give  bonds,  with  sureties,  to  th&  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  former  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
latter  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  to  ren- 
der a  true  and  faithful  account  to  him  or  his  successor  in  office, 
quarterly,  of  all  moneys  which  shall  be  by  them  respectively  re- 
ceived for  duties  on  patents,  and  for  copies  of  records  and 
drawings,  and  forall  other  moneys  received  by  virtue  of  said  office. 
Sec.  4.  And  6e  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  Commis- 
sioner shall  cause  a  seal  to  be  made  and  provided  for  the 
said  office,  with  such  device  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  approve ;  and  copies  of  any  records,  books,  papers,  or 
drawings,  belonging  to  the  said  office,  under  the  signature  of  the 
?aid  Commissioner,  or,  when  the  office  shall  be  vacant,  under 
the  signature  of  the  chief  clerk,  with  the  said  seal  affixed,  shall 
be  competent  evidence  in  all  cases  in  which  the  original  records, 
aooks,  papers,  or  drawings,  could  be  evidence.  And  any  per- 
3on  making  application  therefor,  may  have  certified  copies  of 
the  records,  drawings,  and  other  papeis  deposited  in  said  office, 
in\  paying  for  the  written  copies  the  sum  of  ten  cents  for  every 
jage  of  one  hundred  words ;  and  for  copies  of  drawings,  the 
reasonable  expense  of  making  the  same. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  patents  issuing 
rom  said  office  shall  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  United  States, 
md  under  the  seal  of  said  office,  and  be  signed  by  the  Sccre- 
ary  of  State,  and  countersigned  by  the  Commissioner  of  said 
)ffice,  and  shall  be  recorded,  together  with  the  descriptions, 
;pecifications,  and  drawings,  in  the  said  office,  in  books  to  be 
ccpt  for  that  purpose.  Every  such  patent  shall  contain  a  short 
lescription  or  title  of  the  invention  or  discovery,  correctly  indi- 
ating  its  nature  and  design,  and  in  its  terms  grant  to  the  ap- 
)licant  or  applicants,  his  or  their  heirs,  administrators,  execu- 
ors,  or  assigns,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fourteen  years,  the 
iill  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of  making,  using,  and  vend- 
ng  to  others  to  be  used,  the  said  invention  or  discovery,  refer- 
ing  to  the  specifications  for  the  particulars  thereof,  a  copy  of 
vhich  shalt  be  annexed  to  the  patent,  specifying  what  the  pa- 
entce  claims  as  bis  inventbn  or  discovery. 

Sec.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  person  or  per- 
ons  bavmg  discovered  or  invented  any  new  and  usefiil  art,  ma- 
hmc,  manufacture,  or  composition  of  matter,  or  any  new  and 
seful  improvement,  or  any  art,  machine,  manufiicture,  or  com- 
oaition  of  matter,  not  known  or  used  by  others  before  his  or 
joir  discovery  or  invention  thereof,  and  not,  at  the  time  of  his 
ppllcation  for  a  patent,  in  public  use  or  on  sale,  with  his  con- 
ent  or  allowance,  as  the  inventor  or  discoverer,  and  shall  de- 
re  to  obtain  an  exclusive  property  therein,  may  make  applica- 
on  in  ^VIiting  to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  expressing  such 
esire,  and  the  Commissioner,  on  due  proceedings  had,  may 
rant  a  patent  therefor.  But  before  any  inventor  shall  receive 
patent  for  any  such  new  invention  or  discovery,  he  shall  de- 
ver  a  written  description  of  his  invention  or  discovery,  and  of 
le  manner  and  process  of  making,  constructing,  using,  and 
impounding  the  same,  in  such  full,  clear,  and  exact  terms, 
voiding  unnecessary  prolixity,  as  to  enable  any  person  skilled 
I  the  art  or  science  to  which  it  appertains,  or  with  which  it  is 
lost  nearly  connected,  to  make,  construct,  compound,  and  use 
le  same  ;  and  in  case  of  any  machine,  he  shall  fully  explain 
ic  principle  and  the  several  modes  in  which  he  has  contem- 
ated  the  application  of  that  principle  or  character  by  which  it 
ay  be  distinguished  from  other  inventions  ;  and  shall  particu- 
rly  specify  and  point  out  the  part;  improvement,  or  combina- 
>n,  which  he  claims  as  his  own  invention  or  discovery.  He 
lall,  furthermore,  accompany  the  whole  with  a  drawing  or 
-Qwinga,  and  written  references  where  the  nature  of  the  case 
Units  of  drawings,  or  with  specimens  of  ingiedients,  and  of 
e  composition  of  matter,  sufficient  in  quantity  for  the  purpose 

experiment,  where  the  invention  or  discovery  is  of  a  rompo- 
tion  of  matter ;  which  descriptions  and  drawings,  signed  by 
o  inventor  and  attested  by  two  witnesses,- shall  be  filed  in 
e  Patent  Office ;  and  he  shall  moreover  furnish  a  model  of 
s  invention,  in  all  cases  which  admit  of  a  representation  by 
odd,  of  a  convenient  size  to  exhibit  advantageously  its  several 
irts.  The  applicant  shall  also  make  oath  or  affirmation  that  he 
>es  verily  believe  that  he  is  the  original  and  first  inventor  or 
scovcrer  of  the  art,  machine,  composition,  or  improvement, 
r  which  he  solicits  a  patent,  and  that  ho  does  not  know  or  be- 
3V0  that  the  same  was  ever  before  known  or  used  j  and  also 

what  county  he  is  a  citizen  ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  may 
B  made  before  any  person  authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths. 

Sec.  7.  ATid  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  on  tho  filing  of  any 
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such  application,  description,  and  specification,  and  the  payment 
of  the  duty  hereinafter  provided,  the  Commissioner  shall  make, 
or  cause  to  be  made,  an  examination  of  the  alleged  new  inven- 
tion or  discovery ;  and  if,  on  any  such  examination,  it  shall  not 
appear  to  the  Commissioner  that  the  same  had  been  invented 
or  discovered  by  any  other  person  in  this  country  prior  to  the 
alleged  invention  or  diseoveiy  thereof  by  the  applicant,  or  that 
it  had  been  patented  or  described  in  any  printed  publication  in 
this  or  any  foreign  country,  or  had  been  in  public  use  or  on  sale 
with  the  applicant's  consent  or  allowance  prior  to  the-  applica- 
tion, if  the  Commissioner  shall  deem  it  to  be  sufficiently  useful 
and  important,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  issue  a  patent  therefor. 
But  whenever,  on  such  examination,  it  shall  appear  to  the  Com- 
missioner that  the  applicant  was  not  the  original  and  first  inven- 
tor or  discoverer  thereof,  or  that  any  part  of  that  which  is  claimed 
as  new  had  before  been  invented  or  discovered,  or  patented,  or 
described  in  any  printed  publication  in  this  or  any  foreign  coun- 
try, as  aforesaid,  or  that  the  description  is  defective  and  insuffi- 
cient, he  shall  notify  the  applicant  thereof,  giving  him,  briefly, 
such  information  and  references  as  may  be  useful  in  judging  of 
the  propriety  of  renewing  his  application,  or  of  altering  his  spe- 
cification to  embrace  only  that  part  of  the  invention  or  discovery 
which  is  new.  In  every  such  case,  if  the  applicant  shall  elect 
to  withdraw  his  application,  relinquishing  his  claim  to  the  model, 
he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  back  twenty  dollars,  part  of  the 
duty  required  by  this  act,  on  filing  a  notice  in  writing  of  such 
election  in  the  Patent  Office,  a  copy  of  which,  certified  by  the 
Cammissioner,  shall  be  a  safficient  warrant  to  the  Treasure  for 
paying  back  to  the  said  applicant  the  said  sum  of  twenty  dollars. 
But  if  the  applicant  in  such  case  shall  persist  in  his  claim  for  a 
patent,  with  or  without  any  alteration  of  his  specification,  he  shall 
be  required  to  make  oath  or  affirmation  anew,  in  manner  as  afore- 
said. And  if  the  specification  and  claim  shall  not  have  been  so 
modified  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  shall  entitle  the 
applicant  to  a  patent,  he  may,  on  appeal,  and  upon  request  in 
writing,  have  the  decision  of  a  board  of  examiners,  to  be  com- 
posed of  three  disinterested  persons,  who  shall  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  one  of  whom  at  least  to 
be  selected,  if  practicable  and  convenient,  for  his  knowledge  and 
skill  in  the  particular  art,  manufacture,  or  branch  of  science  to 
which  the  alleged  invention  appertains ;  who  shall  be  under  oath 
or  affirmation  for  the  faithful  and  impartial  performance  of  the 
duty  imposed  upon  them  by  said  appointment.  Said  board  shall 
be  furnished  with  a  certificate  in  writing  of  the  opinion  and  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioner,  stating  the  particular  grounds  of  hie 
objection,  and  Uie  part  or  parts  of  the  invention  which  he  consi- 
ders as  not  entitled  to  be  patented.  And  the  said  board  shall 
give  reasonable  notice  to  the  applicant,  as  well  as  to  the  Com- 
missioner, of  the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  that  they  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  furnishing  them  with  such  facts  and  evi- 
dence as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  a  just  decision  ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  furnish  to  the  board  of 
examiners  such  information  as  he  may  possess  relative  to  the 
matter  under  their  consideration.  And  on  an  examination  and 
consideration  of  the  matter  by  such  board,  it  shall  be  in  their 
power,  or  of  a  majority  of  them,  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioner,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  and,  their  opinion 
being  certified  to  the  Commissioner,  he  shall  be  governed  there- 
by in  the  further  proceedings  to  be  had  on  such  application : 
Provided^  hotceveri  That  before  a  board  shall  be  instituted  in 
any  such  case,  the  applicant  sliall  pay  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
sury, as  provided  in  the  ninth  section  of  this  act,  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  each  of  said  persons  so  appointed  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  for  his  services  in  each  case  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars,  to  be  determined  and  paid  by  the  Commis- 
sioner out  of  any  moneys  in  his  hands,  which  shall  be  in  full 
compensation  to  the  persons  who  may  be  so  appointed,  for  their 
examination  and  certificate  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  an  ap- 
plication shall  be  made  for  a  patent  which,  in  the  opinion  of  tho 
Commissioner,  would  interfere  with  any  other  patent  for  which 
an  application  may  be  pending,  or  with  any  unexpired  patent 
which  shall  have  been  granted,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Com- 
missioner to  give  notice  thereof  to  such  applicants,  or  patentees, 
as  the  case  may  be ;  and  if  either  shall  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
decision  of  the  Commissioner  on  the  question  of  priority  of  right 
or  invention,  on  a  hearing  thereof,  he  may  appeal  from  such  de- 
cision, on  the  like  terms  and  conditions  as  are  provided  in  the 
preceding  section  of  this  act ;  and  the  like  proceedings  shall  be 
had  to  determine  which  or  whether  either  of  the  applicants  is 
entitled  to  receive  a  patent  as  prayed  for.  But  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  an  original  and  true 
inventor  of  the  right  to  a  patent  for  his  invention,  by  reason  of 
his  having  previously  taken  out  lettArs  patent  therefor  in  a 
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foreign  country,  and  the  same  having  been  published  at  any 
time  within  six  monthB  next  preceding  the  filing  ofhia  specifica- 
tion and  drawing.  And,  whenever  the  applicant  shall  request 
it,  the  patent  shall  take  date  from  ilie  time  of  the  filing  of  the 
specification  and  drawings,  not  however  exceeding  six  months 
prior  to  the  actual  issuing  of  the  patent ;  and,  on  like  request, 
and  the  payment  of  the  duty  herein  required,  by  any  applicant, 
his  specification  and  drawings  shall  be  filed  in  the  secret  archives 
of  the  office  until  he  shall  furnish  the  model,  and  the  patent  be 
issued,  not  exceeding  the  term  of  one  year,  the  applicant  being 
entitled  to  notice  of  interfering  applications. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  U  further  enaettdy  That  before  any  application 
for  a  patentshall  be  considered  by  the  Commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
the  applicant  shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or 
into  the  Patent  Office,  or  into  any  of  the  deposite  banks  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  Treasury,  if  he  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  an 
alien,  and  shall  have  been  resident  in  the  United  States  for  one 
year  next  preceding,  and  shall  have  made  oath  of  his  intention 
to  become  a  citizen  thereof,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars ;  if  a  sub- 
tectof  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  and  all  other  persons  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars ; 
for  which  payment  duplicate  receipts  shall  be  taken,  one  of 
which  is  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Treasurer.  And  Uie 
moneys  received  into  the  Treasury  under  this  act  shall  consti- 
tute a  fund  fur  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and 
clerks  herein  provided  for,  and  all  other  expenses  of  the  Patent 
Office,  and  to  be  called  the  Patent  fund. 

Sec.  iO.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  where  any  person 
hath  made,  or  shall  have  made,  any  new  invention,  discovery, 
or  improvement,  on  account  cf  which  a  patent  might,  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  be  granted,  and  such  person  shall  die  before  any  pa- 
tent shall  be  granted  therefor,  the  right  of  applying  for  and  ob- 
taining such  patent  shall  devolve  on  the  executor  or  administra- 
tor of  such  person,  in  trust  for  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  deceased, 
in  case  he  shall  have  died  intestate ;  but  if  otherwise,  then  in 
trust  for  his  devisees,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  and  under 
the  same  conditions,  limitations,  and  restrictions,  as  the  same 
was  held,  or  might  have  been  claimed  or  enjoyed  by  such  per- 
son in  his  or  her  lifetime ;  and  when  application  for  a  patent 
shall  be  made  by  such  legal  representatives,  the  oath  or  aiBrma- 
tion  provided  in  the  sixth  section  of  this  act  shall  be  so  varied  as 
to  be  applicable  to  them. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  every  patent  shall 
be  assignable  in  law,  either  as  to  the  whole  interest,  or  any  un- 
divided part  thereof,  by  any  instrument  in  writing;  which  as- 
signment, and  also  every  grant  and  conveyance  of  the  excliisire 
right  under  any  patent  to  make  and  use,  and  to  grant  to  others 
to  make  and  use,  the  thing  patented  within  and  throughout  any 
specified  part  or  portion  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  recorded 
in  the  Patent  Office  within  three  months  from  the  execution 
thereof,  for  which  the  assignee  or  grantee  shall  pay  to  the  Com- 
missioner the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

Sec  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  alien  who  shall  have  been  a  resident  in  the 
United  States  one  year  next  preceding,  and  shall  have 
made  oath  of  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  thereof,  who  shall 
have  invented  any  new  art,  machine,  or  improvement  thereof, 
and  shall  desire  further  time  to  mature  the  same,  may,  on  pay- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury,  in  manner  as  provided  in  the 
ninth  section  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  file  in  the 
Patent  Office  a  caveat,  setting  ^rth  the  design  and  purpose 
thereof,  and  its  principal  and  distinguishing  characteristics,  and 
praying  protection  of  his  right,  tall  he  shall  have  matured  his  in- 
vention ;  which  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  in  «aae  the  person  filing 
such  caveat  shall  afterwards  take  out  a  patent  for  the  invention 
therein  mentioned,  shall  be  considered  a  part  of  the  sum  herein 
required  for  tlte  same.  And  such  caveat  shall  be  filed  in  the 
confidential  archives  of  the  office,  and  preserved  in  secrecy. 
And  if  application  shall  be  made  by  any  other  person  within  one 
year  from  the  time  of  filing  such  cAveat,  for  a  patent  of  any 
mvention  with  which  it  may  in  any  respect  interfere,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  tlie  Commissioner  to  deposite  the  description,  speci- 
fications, drawings,  and  model,  in  the  confidential  archives  of 
the  office,  and  to  give  notice,  by  mail,  to  the  person  filing  the  ca- 
veat of  such  application,  who  shall,  within  three  months,  after 
receiving  the  notice,  if  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of 
his  caveat,  file  hi.«i  description,  specifications,  drawings,  and  mo- 
del ;  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  the  specifica- 
tions of  claim  interfere  with  each  other,  like  proceedings  may 
be  had  in  all  respects  as  are  in  this  act  provided  in  the  case  of 
interfering  applications  :  Provided^  however^  That  no  opinion 
or  decision  of  any  board  of  examiners,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  preclude  any  person  interested  in  favor  of  or 
against  ihe  validity  of  any  patent  which  has  been  or  may  here- 


after be  granted,  from  the  right  to  contest  the  same  in  any  judi- 
cial court  in  any  acti<m  in  which  its  validity  may  come  in  ques- 
tion. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  a.ny  pa- 
tent which  has  heretofore  been  granted,  or^hich  shall  hereaAer 
be  granted,  shall  be  inoperative  or  invalid.  By  reason  of  a  defect- 
ive or  insufficient  description  or  specification,  or  by  reason  of  the 
patentee  claiming  in  his  specificaUon  as  his  own  inventioa  more 
than  he  had  or  shall  have  a  right  to  claim  as  new,  if  the  error 
has,  or  shall  have  arisen  by  inadvertency,  accident,  or  mistake, 
and  without  any  fraudulent  or  deceptive  intention,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Commissioner,  upon  the  surrender  to  him  of  such 
patent,  and  the  payment  of  the  further  duty  of  fifteen  dollars,  lo 
cai»e  a  new  patent  to  be  issued  to  the  said  inventor,  for  the  B«me 
invention,  for  the  residue  of  the  period  then  unexpired  for  which 
the  original  patent  was  granted,in  accordance  with  the  patentee's 
corrected  description  and  specification.  And  in  case  of  his  death, 
or  any  assignment  b^  him  made  of  the  original  pateni^  a  similar 
right  shall  vest  in  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assignees. 
And  the  patent  sore-issued,  together  with  the  corrected  descrip- 
tion and  specification,  shall  have  the  same  effect  and  oper^uon 
in  law,  on  the  trial  of  all  actions  hereafter  commenced  for  causes 
subsequently  accruing,  as  though  the  same  had  been  originally 
filed  iu  such  correctetl  form,  before  the  issuing  of  the  original 
patent.  And  whenever  the  original  patentee  shall  be  desirous 
of  adding  the  description  and  specification  of  any  new  improve- 
nient  of  the  original  invention  or  discovery  which  shaU  have 
been  invented  or  discovered  by  him  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
his  patent,  he  may,  like  proceedings  being  had  in  all  respects 
as  in  the  case  of  original  applications,  and  on  the  payment  of  fif- 
teen dollars,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  have  the  same  annexed 
to  the  original  description  and  specification ;  and  the  Commis- 
sioner shall  certify,  on  the  margin  of  such  annexed  description 
and  specification,  the  time  of  its  being  annexed  and  recorded  ; 
and  the  same  shall  thereafter  have  the  same  efi*ect  in  law,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  though  it  had  been  embraced  in  the  ori- 
ginal description  and  specification. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacledf  That  whenever,  in  any 
action  for  damages  for  making,  using,  or  selling  the  thing  wbete- 
of  the  exclusive  right  is  secured  by  any  patent  heretofore  grant- 
ed, or  by  any  patent  which  may  hereafter  be  granted,  a  verdrct 
shall  be  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  in  such  action,  it  shall  be  in  the 
power  oi  the  courUto  render  judgment  for  any  sum  above  the 
amount  found  by  such  verdict  as  tlie  actual  damages  su^aineJ 
by  the  plaintiff,  not  exceeding  three  times  the  amount  theret>t; 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  tlie  case,  with  cwts;  andsnch 
damages  may  be  recovered  by  action  on  the  case,  in  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  be  brought  in  the  naniearoamcs 
of  the  person  or  persons  interested,  whether  as  patentee,  as- 
signees, or  as  grantees  of  the  exclusive  right  within  and  through- 
out a  specified  part  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  defendant  in 
>any  such  action  shall  be  permitted  to  plead  the  general  issae, 
and  to  give  this  act,  and  any  special  matter  in  evidence,  cf 
which  notice  in  writing  may  have  been  given  to  the  plaintifif  or 
his  attorney,  thirty  days  before  trial,  tending  to  prove  that  the 
description  and  specification  filed  by  plaintiff  doea  not  contain 
the  vfhole  truth  relative  to  his  invention  or  discovery,  or  that  it 
contains  more  than  is  necessary  to  produce  the  described  ef- 
fect ;  which  concealment  or  addition  shall  fully  appear  to  have 
been  made  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  tlie  Public,  or  that  the 
patentee  was  not  the  original  and  first  inventor  or  disc^iverer  of 
the  thing  patentetl,  or  ofa  substantial  and  material  part  thereof 
claimed  as  new,  or  that  it  hod  been  described  in  some  public 
work  anterior  to  the  supposed  discovery  thereof  by  the  paten- 
tee, or  had  been  in  public  use,  or  on  sale,  with  the  consent  and 
allowance  of  the  patentee,  before  his  application  for  a  patent, 
or  that  he  had  surreptitiously  or  unjustly  obtained  the  patent 
for  that  which  was  in  fact  invented  or  discovered  by  another, 
who  was  usmg  reasonable  diligence  in  adapting  and  perfecting 
the  same  ;  or  that  tho  patentee,  if  an  alien  at  the  time  the  patent 
was  granted,  had  failed  and  neglected,  for  the  space  of  eighteen 
months  from  the  date  of  the  patent,  to  put  and  continue  on  sale 
to  the  Public,  on  reasonable  terms,  the  invention  or  discovery 
for  which  tlio  patent  issued  ;  and  whenever  the  defendant  re- 
lies in  his  defence  on  the  fact  of  a  previous  invention,  know- 
ledge, or  use  of  the  thing  patented,  he  shall  state,  in  his  notice 
of  special  matter,  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  those 
whom  he  intends  to  prove  to  have  possessed  a  prior  knowledge 
of  the  thing,  and  where  the  same  had  been  used ;  in  either  of 
which  cases  judgment  shall  be  rendered  for  the  defendant,  with 
costs :  PnrkduLy  however^  That,  whenever  it  shall  satisfactc^ 
torily  appear  that  the  patentee,  at  the  time  of  making  his  appli* 
cation  for  the  patent,  believed  himself  to  be  the  first  inventor 
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or  discoTerer  of  the  thing  patented,  the  sxime  shall  not  be  held 
to  be  void  on  account  of  the  invention  or  discovery,  or  any  part 
thereof  having  been  before  known  or  need  in  any  foreign 
country,  it  not  appearing  that  the  same,  or  any  substantial  part 
thereof,  had  before  been  patented  or  described  in  any  printed 
publication  :  And  prvotdedy  aUOt  That,  whenever  the  plaintiif 
shall  fail  to  sustain  his  aciion  on  the  ground  that  in  his  specifi- 
cation of  claim  is  embraced  more  than  that  of  which  he  was  the 
first  inventor,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  defendant  had  used  or 
violated  any  part  of  the  invention  justly  and  truly  specified  and 
claimed  as  new,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  adjudge 
and  award  as  to  costs  as  may  appear  to  bejust  and  equitable. 

Sec.  J  6.  And  he  it  furthar  enacted^  That,  whenever  tliere 
shall  be  two  interfering  patents,  or  whenever  a  patent,  on  appli- 
cation, shall  have  been  refused  on  an  adverse  decision  of  a  board 
of  examiners,  on  the  ground  that  the  patent  applied  for  would 
interfere  with  an  unexpired  pat<)nt  previously  granted,  any  per- 
son interested  in  any  such  patent,  either  by  assignment  or  other- 
wise, in  the  one  casej  and  any  such  applicant  in  the  other  case, 
may  have  remedy  by  bill  in  equity ;  and  the  court  having  cog- 
nizance thereof,  on  notice  to  adverse  parties,  and  other  due  pro- 
ceedings had,  may  adjudge  and  declare  either  the  patents  void, 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  oi  inoperative  and  invalid  in  any  particular 
^  part  or  portion  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  interest 
,«  which  the  parties  to  such  suit  may  possess  in  the  patent,  or  the 
inventions  patented,  and  may  also  adjudge  that  such  applicant 
is  entitled,  according  to  the  principles  and  provisions  of  this  act, 
to  have  and  receive  a  patent  for  his  invention,  as  specified  in  his 
claim,  or  for  any  part  thereof,  as  the  fact  of  priority,  of  right,  or 
invention  shall  in  any  such  case  be  made  to  appear.  And  such 
adjudication,  if  it  be  in  favor  of  the  right  of  such  applicant,  shall 
authorize  the  Commissioner  to  issue  such  patent,  on  his  filing  a 
copy  of  the  adjudication,  and  otherwise  complying  with  the  re- 
quisitions of  this  act :  Provided,  hmoetcr^  That  no  such  judg- 
ment or  adjudication  shall  affect  the  rights  of  any  person  except 
the  parties  to  the  action,  and  those  deriving  title  from  or  under 
them  subsequent  to  the  rendition  of  such  judgment. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  actions,  suits, 
controversies,  and  cases  arising  under  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  granting  or  confirming  to  inventors  the  exclusive  right  to 
their  inventions  or  discoveries,  shall  be  originally  cognizable,  as 
well  in  equity  as  at  law,  by  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  district  court  having  the  powers  and  j^sdiction  of  a  cir- 
cuit court ;  which  courts  shall  have  power  upon  bill  in  equity 
filed  by  any  party  aggrieved,  in  any  such  case,  to  grant  injunc- 
tions, according  to  the  course  and  principles  of  courts  of  equity, 
to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  any  inventor  as  secured 
to  liim  by  any  law  of  the  United  States,  on  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  said  courts  may  deem  reasonable:  Provided,  however. 
That  from  all  judgments  and  decrees  from  any  such  court  ren- 
dered in  the  premises,  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  as  the  cose  may 
require,  shall  lie  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  circumstances  as  is  now« 
provided  by  law  in  other  judgments  and  decrees  of  circuit 
courts,  and  in  all  other  cases  in  which  the  court  shall  deem  it 
reasonable  to  allow  the  same. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  ii  further  enacted.  That  whenever  any  pa- 
tentee of  an  invention  or  discovery  shall  desire  an  extension  of 
his  patent  beyond  the  term  of  its  limitation,  he  may  make  appli- 
cation therefor,  in  writing,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Of- 
fice, setting  forth  the  grounds  thereof;  and  the  Commissioner 
shall,  on  the  applicant's  paying  the  sum  of  forty  dollars  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasury,  as  in  the  case  of  an  original  application 
for  a  patent,  cause  to  be  published,  in  one  or  more  of  the  princi- 
pal newspapers  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  in  such  other  fui- 
per  or  papers  as  he  may  deem  proper,  published  in  the  section 
of  country  most  interested  adversely  to  the  extension  of  the  pa- 
tent, a  notice  of  such  application,  and  of  the  time  and  place  when 
and  where  the  same  will  be  considered,  that  any  person 
may  appear  and  show  cause  why  the  extension  should  not  be 
granted.  And  the  Secretory  of  State,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Patent  Office,  and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasiury,  shall  conslitnte  " 
a  board  to  hear  and  decide  upon  the  evidence  produced  before 
them  both  for  and  against  the  extension,  and  shall  sit  for  that 
purpose  at  the  time  and  place  designated  in  the  published  notice 
thereof.  The  patentee  shall  furnish  to  said  board  a  statement, 
in  writing,  under  oath,  of  the  ascertained  value  of  the  invention, 
and  of  his  receipts  and  expenditures,  sufficiently  in  detail  to  ex- 
hibit a  true  and  fiiithful  account  of  the  loss  and  profit  in  any 
manner  accruing  to  him  from  and  by  reason  of  said  invention. 
And  if,  upon  a  hearing  of  the  matter.  It  shall  appear  to  the  full 
and  entire  satisfaction  of  said  board,  having  due  regard  to  the 
public  interest  therein,  that  it  is  just  and  proper  that  the  term  of 
the  patent  should  be  extended,  by  reason  of  the  patentee,  with- 


out neglect  or  fault  on  his  part,  having  failed  to  obtain,  from  the 
use  and  sale  of  his  invention,  a  reasonable  remuneration  for  the 
time,  ingenuity,  and  expense  bestowed  upon  the  same,  and  the 
introduction  thereof  into  use,  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  renew  and  extend  the  patent,  by  making  a  certificate 
thereon  of  such  extension,  for  the  term  of  seven  years  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  the  first  term ;  which  certificate,  with  a 
certificate  of  said  board  of  their  iudgment  and  opinion  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  entered  on  record  in  the  Patent  Office ;  and  there- 
upon the  said  patent  shall  have  the  same  effect  in  law  as  though 
it  had  been  originally  granted  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years. 
And  the  benefit  of  such  rei\ewal  shall  extend  to  assignees  and 
grantees  of  the  right  to  use  the  thing  patented,  to  the  extent  of 
their  respective  interest  therein ;  Provided,  hoitever,  That  no 
extension  of  a  patent  shall  be  granted  afler  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  it  ^vas  originally  issued. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be 
provided  for  the  use  of  said  office,  a  library  of  scientific  works 
and  periodical  publications,  both  foreign  and  American,  calcula- 
ted to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  the  duties  hereby  required  of 
the  chief  officers  therein,  to  be  purchased  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Library  of  Congress.  And  the  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  that  purpose, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Patent  fhnd. 

Sec.  20.  And  he  it  further  en€U:ted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Commissioner  to  cause  to  be  classified  and  arranged,  in 
such  rooms  or  galleries  as  may  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  in 
suitable  cases,  when  necessary  for  their  preservation,  and  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  conducive  to  a  beneficial  and  favorable 
display  thereof,  the  models  and  specimens  of  compositions  and 
of  fabrics  and  other  manufactures  and  Wi)rk8  of  art,  patented  or 
unpatented,  which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafler  be,  deposited  in 
said  office.  And  said  rooms  or  galleries  shall  be  kept  open  dur- 
ing suitable  hours  for  public  Inspection. 

Sec.  21.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  this  subject  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by, repealed:  Provided,  however,  That  all  actions  and  process- 
es in  law  or  equity,  sued  out  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  may 
be  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  passed,  excepting  and 
saving  the  application  to  any  such  action  of  the  provisions  of  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  sections  of  this  act,  so  far  as  they  may 
be  applicable  thereto  :  And  provided,  aUo,  That  all  applica- 
tions or  petitions  fbr  patents^  pending  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  this  act,  in  cases  where  the  duty  has  been  paid,  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded with  and  aoted  on  in  the  same  m^ner  as  though  filed 
after  the  passage  thereof. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  67.] — AN  ACT  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  certain 
officers  of  Revenue  Cutters. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f*c.  That  in  lieu  of  pay,  rations,  and  all  other 
allowances  now  authorized  by  law  to  Uie  captains,  and  first,  se- 
cond, and  third  lieutenanU  of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United 
States,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  quarterly,from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  to  each  captain,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum ;  to  each  first  lieutenant,  at  the  rate  of 
nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  per  annum ;  to  each  second  lieu- 
tenant, at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  per  annum; 
to  each  third  lieutenant,  at  the  rate  of  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  per  annum. 

Approved,  July  2,  1836. 

[No.  68.1— AN  ACT  to  re-organize  the  General  Land  Office. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  firom  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  the  executive  duties  now  prescribed,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  prescribed  by  law,  appertaming  to  the  surveying  and  sale  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  wise  respecting 
such  public  lands,  and  abo  such  as  relate  to  private  claims  of 
land,  and  the  issuing  of  patents  for  all  grants  of  land  under  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  said  office,  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two  subordinate  officers,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  called  Principal  Cleik  of  the  Public  Lands,  and  the  other 
Principal  Clerk  on  Private  Land  Claims,  who  shall  perform  such 
duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  them  by  the  Commissioner  of  th« 
General  Land  Office ;  and  in  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  or  of  the  absence  or 
sickness  of  th«  Commissioner,  the  duties  of  said  office  shall  de« 
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volve  upon  and  be  perfonned|  ad  interim,  by  the  Principal  Clerk 
of  the  Public  Lands. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  an  officer  to  be  styled  the  Principal  Clerk  of  the 
Surveys,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  direct  and  superintend  the 
making  of  surveys,  the  returns  thereof,  and  all  mattero  relating 
thereto,  which  are  done  through  the  offices  of  the  Surveyor 
General ;  and  he  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  as- 
signed to  him  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Sec.  4.  And  ht  it  further  tnacted^  That  there  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
a  Recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office,  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  Commissiuner,  to  certify 
and  affix  the  seal  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  all  patents  for 
public  lands,  and  he  shall  attend  to  the  correct  engrossing  and 
recording  and  transmission  of  such  patents.  He  shall  prepare 
alphabetical  indexes  of  the  names  of  patentees,  and  of  persons 
entitled  to  patents ;  and  he  shall  prepare  such  copies  and  ejfem- 
plifications  of  matters  on  file  or  recorded  in  the  General  Land 
Office,  as  the  Commissioner  may  fnxn  time  to  time  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  ap* 
pointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  an  officer  to  be  called  the  Solicitor  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  with  an  annual  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  present  a  report  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  state  of  jacta  in  all  cases  referred  by  the 
Commissioner  to  his  attention  which  shall  involve  questions  of 
law,  or  where  the  facts  are  in  controversy  between  the  agents 
of  the  Government  and  indi?iduals,  or  there  are  conflicting 
claims  of  parties  before  the  Department,  with  his  opinion  there- 
on ;  and  also  tn  advise  the  Commissioner,  when  required  there- 
to, on  all  questions  growing  out  of  the  management  of  the  public 
lands,  or  the  title  thereto,  private  land  claims,  Virginia  military 
scrip,  bounty  lands,  and  pre-emption  claims ;  and  to  render  such 
further  professional  services  m  the  business  of  tfie  department 
as  may  be  required,  and  shall  be  connected  with  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  thereof. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  a  Secretary,  with  a  salary 
of  fifleen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  to  sign  in  his  name,  and 
for  him,  all  patents  for  land  sold  or  granted  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enetcted^  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Commissioner  to  cause  to  be  prepared,  and  to  certify,  un- 
der the  #eal  of  the  General  Land  Office,  such  copies  of  records, 
books,  and  papers,  on  file  in  his  office,  as  may  be  applied  for,  to 
be  used  in  evidence  in  courts  of  justice. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  the  office 
of  Recorder  shall  become  vacant,  or  in  case  of  the  sickness  or 
absence  of  the  Recorder,  the  duties  of  his  office  shall  be  per- 
formed, ad  interim,  by  the  Principal  Clerk  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  Tliat  the  Receivers  of  the 
land  offices  shall  make  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  month- 
ly returns  of  the  moneys  received  in  their  several  offices,  and 
pay  over  such  moneys  pursuant  to  his  instructions.  And  tliey 
shall  also  make  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice like  monthly  returns,  and  transmit  to  him  quarterly  accounts 
current  of  tlie  debits  and  credits  of  their  several  offices  with 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  an  an- 
nual salary  of  three  thousand  dollars ;  the  Recorder  of  the  Ge- 
neral Land  Office,  an  annual  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars; 
the  principal  clerk  of  the  surveys,  an  annual  salary  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  ;  and  each  of  the  said  principal  clerks,  an  an- 
nual salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  from  end  aAer  the  date 
of  their  respective  commissions ;  and  that  the  said  Commission- 
er be  authorized  to  employ,  for  tlie  service  of  tlie  General  Land 
Office,  one  clerk,  whose  annual  salary  shall  not  exceed  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  ;  four  clerks,  whose  annual  salary  shall  not  ex- 
ceed fourteen  hundred  dollars  each  ;  sixteen  clerks,  whose  an- 
nual salary  shall  not  exceed  thirteen  hundred  dollars  each ; 
twenty  clerks,  whose  annual  salary  shall  not  exceed  twelve 
hundred  dollars  each ;  five  clerks,  whose  annual  salary  shall  not 
exceed  eleven  hundred  dollars  each  ;  thirty-five  clerks,  whose 
annual  salary  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  each ;  one 
principal  draughtsman,  whose  annual  salary  shall  not  exceed 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  ;  one  assistant  draughtsman,  whose  an- 
nual salary  shall  not  exceed  twelve  hundred  dollars;  two  roes- 
sengerp,  whose  annual  salary  shall  not  exceed  seven  hundred 


dollars  each ;  three  assistant  mes8eDg«rs,  whose  aBDaal  salary 
shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each  ;  and  two 
packers,  to  make  up  packages  of  patents,  blank  Conns,  and  other 
things  necessary  to  be  transmitted  to  the  diBtrict  bad  oSaee»,  at 
a  salary  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each. 

Sec.  11.  ATidhe  it  further  enacted.  That  such  provisions  oi 
the  act  of  the  twenty-fifUi  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  "Ao  act  for  the  estabVtfb- 
mentuf  a  General  Land  Office  in  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury," and  of  all  arts  amendatory  thereof,  as  are  incooaisteat 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  the  firat  day 
of  the  month  of  October,  until  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  April, 
in  each  and  every  year,  the  General  Land  Office  and  all  the  bu- 
reaus and  offices  therein,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Departments  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  State,  and  General  Post  Office,  shall 
be  open  for  the  transaction  of  the  public  buainesa  at  Jeasi  ei^hi 
hours  in  each  and  every  day,  except  Sundays,  and  liie  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  December ;  and  from  the  first  day  oC  April  until  the 
first  day  of  October,  in  each  year,  all  the  aforesud  a&c«%  and 
bureaus  shall  be  kept  open  for  the  transaction  of  the  pubVic  \>usi- 
ness  at  least  ten  hours,  in  each  and  every  day,  excepl  Sundays 
and  the  fourth  day  of  July. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  sbaL  •' 
apply  to  any  register  of  any  land  office  tu  enter  any  land  whau?- 
er,  and  the  said  register  shall  knowingly  and  falsely  inform  uw 
person  so  applying  that  the  same  has  already  been  entered,  aod 
refuse  to  permit  the  person  so  applying  to  enter  the  same,  tach 
register  shall  be  liable  therefor  to  the  person  so  applying  for  fir< 
dollars  for  each  acre  of  land  which  the  person  so  applying  oficr- 
ed  to  enter  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of  re- 
cord having  jurisdiction  of  the  amount. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  and  every  of 
the  officers  whose  salaries  are  hereinbefore  provided  ft>r,  arc 
hereby  prohibited  from  directly  or  indirectly  purcbasing,orin  aoy 
way  becoming  interested  in  the  purchase  of  the  public  land  ;  ^ai 
incase  of  a  violation  of  this  section  by  such  officer,  and  on  pn.W 
thereof  being  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  scfk 
officer,  so  offending,  shall  be  forthwith  removed  from  office. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  69.}— AN  ACT  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  ua- 
king  appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  Goveronicfit 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thiriy-six,  and  &r  othrr 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  4*c*  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
arc  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moaey  ia  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated :  For  compensatiaa  f^nK- 
ed  by  law  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repres^^a- 
tatives,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  horetoibre  made  &*r  thai 
object,  seventy-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixteen  dollan ; 
*fer  compensation  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  elected  :>y 
Michigan,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-«ix  dti- 
lars ;  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Senate,  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  for  allowance  for  wastaf^o  in  gold  and  silver  coinage  at  th* 
Mint,  for  labor  and  for  alloy,  in  addition  to  the  foraaer  appropria- 
tion, thirty-three  thousand  dollars  ;  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the 
General  Land  Office  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty^ 
six,  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-aiz  dollars  aci 
sixty-four  cents ;  for  messengers  in  the  offices  of  the  Chief  En- 
gineer, Adjutant  General,  the  Commanding  General,  Scirgr^n 
General,  and  Inspector  General,  and  in  the  Clothing  Burrac, 
Topographical,  Ordnance,  and  Subsistence  Depnrtments,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-eifht  dollars  ;  for  the  MssieianX 
messenger  in  the  First  Comptrollers  office,  in  additioB  to  o  frtv 
mer  appropriation,  fifty  dollars ;  for  compensation  to  the  Survey- 
or in  Alabama,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation,  five  hvmdied 
dollars  ;  for  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  and  in  the  Navy  Commissioners*  Office,  ia 
addition  to  the  sums  already  appropriated  for  the  present  year, 
nineteen  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the  zcx 
of  the  ninth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  "  provide? 
for  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  therein  named,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  as  {.rovides  for  the  employment  of  an  addis^^iai 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  and  for  his  C4sx- 
pensation  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -six,  be,  ani 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  third  section  of 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  cx- 
penfses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  that  the  Secretary 
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of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to  the 
collectors,  deputy  collectors,  naval  officers,  surveyors,  and  their 
respective  clerks,  together  with  the  weighers,  gaugers,  meas- 
iireis,  aod  markers  of  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States, 
ml  of  any  monev  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
$uch  sums  as  wilt  give  to  the  said  officers,  respectively,  the  same 
compensation  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tliirty- 
iix,  according  to  the  importations  of  that  year,  as  they  would 
lave  been  entitled  to  receive  if  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July, 
>ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  had  not  gone  into 
ifiect :  Provided,  That  no  officer  shalireeeive,  under  this  act, 
I  greater  annual  salary  or  compensation  than  was  paid  to  such 
)nicer  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Uiirty-two; 
ind  that  in  no  case  shall  the  compensation  of  any  other  officers 
han  collectors,  naval  officers, surveyors,  and  clerks,  whether  by 
alaries,  fees,  or  otherwise,  exceed  the  sum  of  Hfleen  hundred 
[ollars  each  per  annum  ;  nor  shall  the  union  of  any  two  or  more 
f  those  offices  in  one  person  entitle  him  to  receive  more  than 
tiat  sum  p«r  annum :  Provided^  further^  That  the  siud  collec- 
jrs,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors,  shall  render  an  account  quar- 
srly  to  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  officers  herein  named,  or 
eferred  to,  shall  render  an  account  quarterly  to  the  respective 
oUectors  of  the  customs,  where  they  are  employed,  to  be  for^ 
rardcd  to  the  Treasury,  of  all  the  fees  and  emoluments  what- 
ver  by  them  respectively  received,  and  of  all  expenses  inci- 
ental  to  their  respective  offices;  which  accounts  shall  be  ren- 
cred  on  oath  or  affirmation,  and  shall  be  in  such  form,  and 
e  supported  by  such  proofs,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
'the  Treasury,  as  will,  in  his  judgment,  best  enforce  the  provi- 
ons  of  this  section,  and  show  its  operation  and  effect :  Provid- 
i,  alsOi  That  any  salary  or  compensation  due  for  the  year  one 
lousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  shall  not  bo  affected  by 
lis  section:  Provided^  however  ^  That  in  the  event  of  any  act 
eing  passed  by  Congress  at  the  present  session  to  regulate  and 
X  the  salaries  or  compensations  of  the  respective  officers  of  the 
istoms,  then  this  section  shall  operate  and  extend  to  the  time 
ich  act  goes  into  effect,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following  sums 
-e  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
reasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  interpreters,  guards, 
id  othei  expenses  incidental  to  the  Consulates  in  the  Turkish 
ominions,  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  For  refunding 
le  duty  paid  upon  the  Belgian  vessel  Antonius  and  her  cargo, 
?yond  the  amount  which  would  have  been  paid  by  a  Dutch 
sssel,  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  seven  cents, 
or  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner 
'Indian  Affairs,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation,  fifly  dol- 
rs.  For  an  outfit  of  a  Charge  d' Affaires  to  Russia,  four  thou- 
nd  five  hundred  dollars.  For  compensation  to  the  third. As- 
sfaiit  Po8tmaB:er  General,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fif\y 
lUars.  For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  messengers,  and 
atchmon  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  as  provided  by  the 
t  to  change  the  organization  of  the  said  Department,  in  addi- 
>n  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  for  compensation  to  the 
erks  and  messengers  in  the  office  of  the  Postmaster  Genera], 
iir  thousand  and  fifty  dollars.  For  compensation  to  the  Audi- 
r  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
liars.  For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
ice  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department,,  as  provided 
the  act  to  change  the  organization  of  said  Department,  t  wen- 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  For  con- 
gencies  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
snt,  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  For  alteration  and  repairs  of  the 
ipitol,  including  repuirs  of  the  roof  over  the  principal  stairway 
the  Representatives  Hail,  and  coppering  the  projecting  steps 
d  top  surface  of  Uie  cornice  round  the  base  of  the  dome  of  the 
itunda  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  and  se- 
nty-five  cents.  For  lighting  lamps,  and  Keeping  the  grounds 
d  walks  of  the  Capitol  square  in  order,  including  the  cost  of 
!Gs  and  shrubs,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  For  the 
rdener  employed  in  superintending  the  Capitol  square  and 
ler  public  grounds,  one  thousand  dollars.  For  alterations  and 
:>airs  of  the  President's  House,  for  the  gardener's  salary,  and 
keeping  the  grounds  and  walks  in  order,  including  the  cost 
trees  and  shrubs,  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
8.  For  the  annual  expenses  of  two  fire  engines,  two  hundred 
liars.  For  gravelling  the  yard  east  of  the  Capitol,  two  thou- 
id  dollars.  For  repairing  culverts,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
e  dollars.  For  purchase  of  Smith's  spring,  including  one  acre 
land,  and  for  enclosing  the  same,  for  building  culverts,  and 
eping  the  water  pipes  in  order,  five  thousand  three  hundred 
liars.  For  attendants  on  the  furnaces  of  the  Rotundo  during 
»  recess,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  For  replanting  trees 
i\  keeping  boxes  in  order  on  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  pur- 


chase of  trees  and  planting  in  Fountain  square,  Lafayette  square, 
and  across  the  public  reservation  at  Seventh  street,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars.  For  a  workshop,  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred dollars.  For  conveying  the  surplus  w&ter  of  the  Capitol 
to  the  Botanic  garden,  making  a  basin,  and  purchasing  a  foun- 
tain of  Hiram  Powers,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  enclosing  the  garden  and  grounds  of  the  magazine  and 
marine  hospital  near  the  Eastern  Branch,  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  a  dwarf  wall  and  fence  between  the  executive  buildings  and 
the  President's  house,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  For  extending  the  Capitol  square  and 
improving  the  groimds  within  and  adjacent  to  the  same  as  far 
west  as  me  first  street  intersecting  Pennsylvania  Avenue  from 
the  east,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated.  For 
enlarging  the  folding  room  of  the  House,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
erected,  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  former  Treasury  building,  or 
any  other  public  lot  which  he  may  select,  a  fire-proof  building 
of  such  dimensions  as  tnay  be  required  for  the  present  and  fu- 
ture accommodations  of  the  Treasury  Department,  upon  such 
plan  and  of  such  materials  as  he  may  deem  most  advantageous ; 
and  that  for  this  purpose  there  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  material  of 
which  the  walla  of  the  Capitol  and  President's  mansion  are  con- 
structed shall  be  adopted  for  the  construction  of  the  aforesaid 
building :  Pr(mided,  upon  full  inquiiy,  a  cheaper  and  more 
suitable  material  cannot  be  obtained  :  And  provided,  always, 
That  the  foundation  walls-of  the  said  building,  below  the  surface 
of  the  earth  and  two  feet  above,  shall  be  of  the  hardest  and 
most-solid  rock. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be  erected  on 
some  appropriate  site,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  fire-proof  building,  with  suitable  accommo- 
dations for  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  be  provided  with  the  neces- 
sary cases  and  furniture ;  the  expense  of  which  shall  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be  and  hereby 
is  appropriated,  for  defraying  the  expense  of  such  building  and 
cases,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  Patent  fund  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same  kind  of 
material  of  which  the  walls  of  the  Capitol  and  the  mansion  of 
the  President  are  constructed  shall  be  adopted  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  aforesaid  building :  Provided,  A  cheaper  and  more 
suitable  material  cannot  be  procured. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duties  and 
ppwers  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  hereby 
suspended  until  revived  by  law,  and  the  records  of  the  commis- 
sioners be  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  any 
outstanding  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  interest  there* 
on. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the  purchase 
of  eight  acres  of  land,  with  the  ipiprovements  thereon,  near  the 
barracks  at  Key  West,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
the  public  service  and  health  of  the  troops  require  it,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  six  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the 
third  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,"  as  provides  that  "the  whole 
number  of  custom-house  officers  in  tlie  United  States  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  shall  not  be 
increased  until  otherwise  allowed  by  Congress,"  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  suspended  until  the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 

Approved,  July  4,  183C. 

[No.  70.] — AN  ACT  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  thedepositeaof  the  public  money,"  passed  twenty-, 
third  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f«c.  That  nothing  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  from  making  transfers  from  banks  in  one  State  or 
Territory  to  banks  in  another  Slate  or  Territory,  whenever  such 
transfers  may  be  required,  in  order  to  prevent  largo  and  incon- 
venient accumulations  in  particular  places,  or  in  order  to  pro- 
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duce  a  due  eqaatity  and  just  appropriation,  according  to  tlic  pro' 
Tifiions  of  said  act. 

Approved,  July  4,  1336. 

[No.  71.}— AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  in  the  Slates  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi  the  existing  compacts  with  thosA  States  in  re- 
gard to  the  tire  per  cent,  fund  and  the  school  reserTationB. 
Be  it  enacted^  <f*c.  That  a  sum  equivalent  to  five  per  cent, 
of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  \vithin  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
ceded  by  the  Chickasaws  by  the  treaty  of  the  twentieth  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  which  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  sold  by  Congress,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  re- 
served, out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, to  be  applied  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same  uses 
and  purpose?,  as  is  designated  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  first  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  re- 
served from  sale,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  a  quantity  of  land, 
equal  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  lands  ceded  by  said  Chick- 
asaws as  aforesaid,  within  said  State  of  Mississippi,  which  land 
shall  be  selected,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  sections,  or  half-sections,  or  quarter^scctions,  out  of 
any  public  lands  remaining  unsold,  that  shall  have  been  offered 
at  public  sale  within  either  of  the  land  district?  in  said  Stcte  of 
Mississippi,  contiguous  to  said  lands  within  said  State,  so  ceded 
by  the  Chickasaws  as  aforesaid  ;  which  lands,  when  so  selected 
as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  vest  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for 
the  use  of  schools  within  said  territory  in  said  State,  so  ceded 
as  aforesaid  by  the  Chickasaws;  and  said  lands,  thus  selected, 
shall  bo  holden  by  the  same  tenure,  and  upon  the  same  terras 
and  conditions,  in  all  respects,  as  the  said  State  now  holds  the 
lands  heretofore  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  in  said  Slate. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enactcdy  That  a  sum  equivalent 
to  five  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lands  within  the  State 
of  Alabama,  ceded  by  tlie  Chickasaws  by  the  treaty  aforesaid, 
which  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  sold  by  Congress,  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby,  reserved,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  applied  in  the  same  manner, 
and  (or  the  same  uses  and  purposes,  as  is  designated  by  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  second  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  re- 
served from  sale  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  quantity  of  land  equal 
to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Chickasaws  as 
aforesaid,  within  said  State  of  Alabama,  which  land  shall  be  se- 
lected under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
sections,  or  half-sections,  or  quarter-sections,  out  of  any  public 
lands  remaining  unsold  that  shall  have  been  offered  at  public 
sale  within  any  land  district  in  said  State  of  Alabama,  contigu- 
ous to  said  lands  within  said  State,  so  ceded  by  the  Chickasaws 
as  aforesaid ;  which  lands,  when  so  selected,  as  aforesaid,  the 
same  shall  vest  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  use  of  schools 
-within  said  territory  in  said  State,  so  ceded,  as  aforesaid,  by  the 
Chickasaws  ;  and  said  lands,  thus  selected,  shall  be  huldcn  by 
the  same  tenure,  and  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  all 
respects,  as  the  said  State  now  holds  the  lands  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  use  of  schools  in  said  State. 
Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  72.] — AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  additional 
Paymasters,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  tf«c.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  hereby  i?,  authorized  and  empowered  lo  appoint 
three  additional  paymasters,  to  be  attached  to  the  Pay  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army  :  Provided^  That  the  appointments  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  their  confirmation,  in  the  same  manner 
as  oUier  officers  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officers  appoint- 
ed in  virtue  of  thia  act  shall  perform 'the  same  duties,  and  re- 
ceive the  same  pay  and  allowances  as  the  present  paymasters  of 
the  Army;  and  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  subject  to  the  rules  and 
articles  of  war ;  and,  previous  to  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
their  office,  shall  give  such  bonds  to  the  United  States  ostho  Se- 
cretary of  War  may  direct  for  the  faiihful  performance  of  their 
duti!?s. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  volunteers 
or  militia  arc  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  f-othat 
the  paymasters  authorized  by  law  shall  not  be  deemed  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  pay  the  troops  with  proper  punctuality,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Pre.sident  to  assign  to  any  officer  of  the  Army 
the  duty  of  paymaster,  who,  while  so  assigned,  shall  perform  the 
.same  duty,  give  the  same  bond,  be  subject  to  the  same  liability, 
and  receive  the  same  emoluments  as  are  now  provided  for  pay- 


masters of  the  Army  :  Provided,  however ,  Thar  the  number  of 
officers  so  assigned  shall  not  exceed  one  for  cvcrjr tiro  regimenu 
of  militia  or  volunteers:  And  provided,  tilso,  That  the  wh<.4c 
emoluments  of  the  said  officers,  including  their  p*y  and  aiiow- 
ances  in  the  line,  shall  not  exceed  the  pay  and  enakamentB  of  a. 
paymaster. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  PreaAent  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and  empowered 
to  appoint  three  tidditional  surgeons  and  five  assistant  sorgesis, 
to  be  attached  to  the  medical  staff  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  daring  the  absesce 
of  the  Quartermaster  General,  or  the  chief  of  any  other  mihtarr 
bureau  of  the  War  Department,  the  President  be  aothorizird  \o 
empower  some  officer  of  the  Department  or  corps  whose  chief;* 
absent,  to  take  charge  thereof,  and  to  perform  the  datifi  cf 
Quartermaster  General  or  chief  of  the  department  or  c-orps.  ai 
the  case  may  be,  during  such  absence  :  J^rxfvided,  Tbal  su  ad- 
ditional compensation  be  allowed  therefor. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  daty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  H^ASie  of  R<»rpre- 
sentatives,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  close  of  the  pfTc»«i\  s#s- 
sion,  and  of  each  succeeding  session,  to  prepare  and  p^ibVtsb  a 
statement  of  all  appropriations  made  during  the  session,  and  a!i.w 
a  statement  of  the  new  officers  created,  and  the  eafau-ie«  cf  eocl^^ 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  offices,  the  salaries  of  which  are  :n^w 
creased,  and  the  amount  of  such  increase. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  73.] — AN  ACT  confirming  claims  to  land  in  the  State  a 
Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f'C.  That  the  decisions  in  faror  of  land  c!aia- 
ants  made  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  in  N*i^ 
Orleans*,  under  date  the  firrt  of  December,  eighteen  huodr*-! 
and  thirty-five,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  "An  ac4  il-r  ihf 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiaci," 
which  have  been  laid  before  Congress  at  the  present  setfisa:  ij 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be,  and  the  same  are  h?r'tjr. 
confirmed,  with  the  exception  of  the  claim.s  of  Narciss*  Cts- 
mouche,  Julie  Alexandre,  and  Martin  Major,  Nicholas  Bth. 
and  Francis  Menard,  saving  and  reserving,  bowerer,  in  all  :'- 
verso  claimants  the  right  to  assert  the  validity  of  their  claia?  n 
a  court  of  justice. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  74.] — AN  ACT  to  suspend  the  discrimlnatin|r  duties  m^a 
goods  imported  in  vessels  of  Portugal,  and  to  redoce  the  da- 
ties  on  wines. 

Be  it  enacted,  tf«c.  That  so  much  of  the  several  act*  c»f  Cca- 
gress  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  upon  goods,  wm^&,  vvl 
merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels  be,  itnd  hereby  is,  ?«- 
pended,  so  far  as  respects  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  Parr..- 
gal  proper,  including  Madeira,  Porto  Santo,  and  the  Aiviref. 
when  imported  in  vessels  wholly  and  truly  belonging  to  ihe^nl- 
jects  or  citizens  of  said  places;  so  that  such  produce  orma&uf^- 
tures  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duties  only  as  if  imported  is 
vessels  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  however.  And  this  swi 
pension  shall  continue  no  longer  than  this  section  remains  in  ^^-r>f. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  afi^r  tht 
thirtieth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the  duty 
on  all  kinds  of  wine  imported  into  thp  United  States  shall  be  re- 
duced one-half,  so  that  no  more  than  one-half  the  amount  &uiv 
assessed  shall  be  thereafter  assessed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  kinds  of  wise, 
whether  imported  before  or  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  may  l-ts 
put  into  the  custom-house  stores,  under  the  bond  of  die  impon-r 
or  owner ;  and  such  of  the  said  wines  as  shall  remain  ander  the 
contnilof  the  proper  officer  of  the  customs,  on  the  thirtieth  day 
of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  shall  be  sxic- 
ject  to  no  other  duty  than  if  the  same  were  imported  after  iha: 
day  ;  and  if  the  duties,  or  any  part  thereof,  on  the  wines  depopJt- 
cd  as  aforesaid  shall  have  been  paid  previous  to  the  said  tlitnioc^ 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the 
amount  of  excess  of  duty  shall  be  refunded  to  the  person  imfMU-:- 
ing  and  depositing  the  same  :  Provided,  Thai  no  wines  ^hsU 
be  so  deposited  unless  in  the  casks  or  bottles  as  imported  :  A^^d 
provided,  further.  That  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not  be  rr- 
tended  to  any  wines  not  entitled  to  debenture. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  75.] — AN  ACT  for  the  purchase  of  certain  rights  or  inven- 
tions of  William  H.  Bell,  of  North  Carolina. 
Be  it  enacted,   tf^r.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  Captain  William  H.  Bell,  out  uf 
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eoy  money  ia  the  Treasury  not  otherwiBe  appropriatod,  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  whenever  said  Bell  shall  transfer 
and  convey  to  the  United  States  all  his,  said  Bell's,  right,  inte- 
rest, and  title,  in  and  to  two  certain  patents,  tIz.  one  called  a 
machine  for  elevating  heavy  cannon,  the  other  called  a  traverse 
board  for  pointing  cannon ;  together  vrith  all  the  right  to  the 
United  States  to  use  every  improvement  that  has  been  made  by 
said  Bell  on  the  said  inventions  since  patenting  the  same  : 
Provided^  however.  The  said  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  in  full  for  all  claims  against  the  United  States  for  using 
said  patents. 
Approved,  July  4,  1836, 

[No.  76.]— AN  ACT  confirming  flaims  to  land  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  fbr  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enactedj  <f*c.  That  the  decisions  in  favor  of  land  claim- 
ants, made  by  the  Recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Missou- 
ri, and  the  two  commissioners  associated  with  him  by  virtue  of 
an  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  final  adiustraent  of  private  land 
claims  in  Missouri,"  approved  July  ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  and  an  act  supplemental  thereto,  approved  March 
eecund,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  as  entered  in  the 
■mnscript  of  decisions  transmitted  by  the  said  recorder  and 
^omiuissioners  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  the  two  last  and  present 
sessions,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  confirmed,  saving  and 
reserving,  however,  to  all  adverse  clrimants,  the  right  to  assert 
the  validity  of  their  claims  in  a  court  or  courts  of  justice  :  Pro- 
ridedj  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  apply  to,  or  be  in 
confirmation  of,  the  claim  of  Don  Carlos  D.Villemont,  for  a  tract 
of  land  at  Point  Chicot :  And  "provided^  alsOj  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  apply  to,  or  be  in  confirmation  of,  the 
following  claims,  to  wit :  Manuel  Lisa,  six  thousand  arpens  ;  J. 
Coontz,  and  Hempstead,  four  hundred  and  fifly  arpens ;  Matthew 
Saucier,  one  thousand  two  hundred  arpens  ;  Charles  Tayou,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  arpens ;  sons  of  Joseph  M.  Pepen,  five 
thousand  six  hundred  arpens  ;  Louis  Lorimiere,  thirty  thousand 
arpens;  Bartholomew  Cousin,  ten  thousand  arpens;  Manuel 
Gonzalez  Moro,  eight  hundred  arpens;  Seneca  Rollins,  four 
hundred  arpens  ;  William  Long,  four  hundred  arpens ;  James 
Journey,  four  hundred  arpens  ;  Joachim  Lisa,  six  thousand  ar- 
pens ;  Francois  Lacnmb,  four  hundred  arpens;  Israel  Dodge,  ne' 
ven  thousand  and  fiAy-six  arpens;  Andrew  Chevallier,  four 
hundred  arpens ;  Joseph  Silvain,  two  hundred  and  fifty  arpens ; 
John  P.  Cabanis,  two  thousand  arpens ;  William  Hartly,  six 
hundred  and  hfly  arpens ;  William  Morrison,  seven  hnndred 
ind  fifly  arpens ;  Solomon  Bellew,  three  hundred  and  fifly  ar- 
pens ;  Paschal  Detchmendez,  seven  thousand  fif^y-six  arpens  ; 
Baptiste  Aunuze,  two  hundred  ond  forty  arpens;  Alexander 
Vfaurice,  four  hundred  arpens ;  Jean  Baptiste  Valle,  twenty 
huusand  arpens ;  Israel  Dodge,  one  thousand  arpens ;  Walter 
?^enwick,  ten  thousand  arpens ;  John  T.  Smith,  ten  thousand  ar- 
)ens  ;  and  Mackey  Wherry,  sixteen  hundred  arpens. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  it  shall  be  found 
hat  any  tract  or  tracts  confirmed  as  aforesaid,  or  any  part  there- 
in had  been  previously  located  by  any  other  person  or  persons 
ndcr  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  had  been  surveyed  and 
old  by  the  United  States,  this  act  shall  confer  no  title  to  such 
inds  in  opposition  to  the  rights  acquired  by  such  location  or 
urchasc  ;  but  the  individual  or  individuals  whose  claims  are 
ercby  confirmed  shall  be  permitted  to  locate  so  much  thereof 
5  interferes  with  such  location  or  purchase,  on  any  unappropri- 
tcil  land  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Missouri  or 
'crritory  of  Arkansas,  in  whichever  the  original  claim  may  be, 
lat  may  be  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  :  Provided^  That 
ich  location  shall  conform  to  legal  divisions  and  subdivisions, 
id  shall  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  other  persons. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  locations  au- 
orized  by  this  act  shall  be  entered  with  the  register  of  the  pro- 
>  r  land  office,  who  shall,  on  application  for  that  purpose,  make 
ii  for  such  claimant  a  certificate  of  location,  which,  with  the 
•  rtiftcatc  of  confirmation,  shall  bo  transmitted  to  the  Commis- 
:>ncr  of  the  General  Land  Office  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
r  is  faction  of  the  said  Commissioner  that  such  certificate  shall 
ivc  been  fairly  obtained,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
{T  of  this  act  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  then,  and  in 
at  case,  patents  shall  be  granted  in  like  manner  as  is  provided 
r  law  for  the  other  lands  of  the  United  States.  And  for  each 
rtificato  of  location  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid,  the  register  shall 
!  entitled  to  receive  from  the  person  applying  therefor  the  sum 
one  dollar. 
Approved,  July  4,  1836. 


[No.  77.] — AN  ACT  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  March  se- 
cond, seventeen  hundred  and- ninety-nine,  as  respects  the  is- 
suing of  certificates  on  the  importation  of  wines. 
Be  it  enacted^  <f<?.  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  pass- 
ed second  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  as  re- 
quires that  the  surveyor  orchiefofHcers  of  inspection  of  any  port 
where  wines  may  be  landed,  shall  give  to  the  proprietor,  im- 
porter, or  consignee  thereof,  or  his  or  her  agent,  a  certificate}  as 
mentioned  in  the  fortieth  and  forty-first  sections  of  said  ac^  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  78.] — AN  ACT  granting  half  pay  to  widows  and  orphans 

where  their  husbands  or  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received 

in  the  military  service  of  tlie  United  Slates  in  certain  cases, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacteOf  <f»c.  That  wiien  any  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  musician,  or  private  of  the  militia,  includmg  rangers,  sea 
fencibles,  and  volimteers,  shall  have  died  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  since  the  twentieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  or  who  shall  have  died  in  consequence  of  a  wound 
received  whilst  in  tlie  service,  since  the  day  aforesaid,  ond  shall 
have  lefl  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under 
sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  ur,  if  no  widow,  such  child  or 
children  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to 
which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death  or  re- 
ceiving such  wound,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years ;  and 
in  case  of  the  death  or  marriage  of  such  widow  before  the  expi- 
ration of  said  five  years,  the  half  pay  for  tlie  remainder  of  the 
time  shall  go  to  the  said  decedent :  Provided,  That  the  half 
pay  aforesaid  shall  be  half  the  monthly  pay  of  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the  infantry  of 
the  regular  army,  and  no  more  :  Provided^  also.  That  no  great- 
er sum  shall  be  allowed  to  the  widow,  or  the  child  or  children 
of  any  officer  than  tlie  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

Sec.  2.  Andbeit  further  enacted^  That  if  any  officer,  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  soldier,  Indian  spy,  mariner  or 
marine,  whose  service  during  the  revolutionary  war  was  such  as 
is  specified  in  the  act  passed  the  isevcnth  day  of  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution,"  have  died  since  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  before  the  date  of  said  act,  the 
amount  of  pension  which  would  have  accrued  from  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  become  payable  to  him  by  virtue  of  that  act,  if  ho 
had  survived  the  passage  thereof,  shall  be  paid  to  his  widow; 
and  if  he  left  no  widow,  to  his  children,  in  the  manner  prescrib- 
ed in  the  act  herebjr  amended. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  who 
served  in  the  war  of  tlie  Revolution,  in  the  manner  specified  in 
the  act  passed  the  seventh  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  siu^iving  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  Revolution," 
have  died  leaving  a  widow  whose  marriage  took  place  before 
the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of  his  service,  such  widow  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  during  the  time  she  may  remain  unmar- 
ried, the  annuity  or  pension  which  might  have  been  allowed  to 
her  husband,  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  if  living  at  the  time 
it  was  passed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  pledge,  mort- 
gage, sale,  assignment,  or  transfer  of  any  right,  claim,  or  inter- 
est in  any  money  or  half  pay  gi'antcd  by  this  act,  shall  be  utterly 
void  and  of  no  effect;  each  person  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of 
any  one,  entitled  to  money  under  this  net,  shall  take  and  sub- 
scribe an  oath,  to  be  administered  by  the  proper  accounting  offi- 
cer, and  retained  by  him  and  put  on  file,  before  a  warrant  s?hall 
be  delivered  to  him,  that  he  has  no  interest  in  said  money  by 
any  pledge,  mortgage,  sale,  assignment,  or  transfer,  and  that  he 
dues  not  know  or  believe  that  the  some  has  been  so  disposed  of 
to  any  person  whatever. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  adopt  such  forms  of  evidence,  in  applications  under 
this  act,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  prescribe. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 

[No.  79.] — AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  harbors  therein  mentioned,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -six. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f*c.  That  for  tlie  security  of  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  following  sums  of  mo- 
ney be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  placed 
at  the  disposition  of  the  President,  for  the  following  objects,  viz. 
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Laws  of  the  United  States.  * 


STATE  OP  MAINE. 

For  erecting  a  breakwater  on  Stanford  Ledge,  in  Portland 
harbor,  according  to  the  plan  reported  by  John  Anderson,  of 
the  Engineer  Corps,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  survey  of  a  ledge  near  Owl*B-head  harbor,  to  deter- 
mine the  expediency  of  erecting  thereon  a  breakwater  to  im- 
prove said  harbor,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  examination  and  survey  of  the  passage  mto  Cobscook 
bay,  in  ihe  State  of  Maine,  for  the   purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
practicability  of  removing  two  ledges,  whereby  the   navigation 
of  said  bay  is  materially  obstructed,  three  hundred  dollars. 
STATE  OP  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

For  the  deepening  of  the  channel  of  the  Cocheco  branch  of 
the  Piscataqua  river,  leading  into  Dover  harbor,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

STATE  OP  MASSACHUSETTS. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  tlie  mcmth  of  Baas  riv- 
er, ten  thousand  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

For  removing  the  wreck  in  the  harbor  of  New  Dodford,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  at  Sandy  bay,  agreeably 
to  the  report  of  a  survey  made  by  dircciion  of  the  Department 
of  War,  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President,  April  twenty- 
third,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  preserving  the  point  of  land  leading  to  the  fort  and  light- 
house at  the  Gurnet,  in  Dtixbury,  by  hurdles  or  double  ranges  of 
piles,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  preservation  of  Rainsford  island,  in  the  harbor  of 
Boston,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

STATE  OP  RHODE  ISLAND. 

For  a  breakwater  at  Church's   Cove  haibor,  in   the  town  of 
Little  Compton,  ten  thousand  dollars,   agreeably   to  a  survey 
made  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Anderson,  of  the  United   Slates  Topo- 
graphical Ekigineers,  in  eighteen  hundred  and   twenty-seven. 
STATE  OP  CONNECTICUT. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Saybrook,  by  removing  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Westporf,  agreeably 
to  the  report  of  John  Anderson,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  asea-wall  to  preser^-e  Pairweather  island,  near  Black 
Rock  harbor,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  securing  the  public  works  at  the  harbor  of  Southport,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  securing  the  beach  at  Cedar  point,  in  Connecticut,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  deepening  the  channel  of  the  river  Thames,  leading  into 
Norwich  harbor,  ten  thousand  do!lars. 

STATE  OP   VERMONT. 

For  building  a  breakwater  or  pier  at  the  harbor  of  Burlington, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  deepening  Ihe  channel  to  eight  feet,  between  the  islands 
of  North  and  South  Hero,  near  Saint  Alban's,  in  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  in  Vermont,  fif\een  thousand  dollars. 

STATE  OF    NEW  YORK. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Portland,  on  Lake  Erie, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  impiovement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth4)f  Salmon  liver, 
on  Lake  Ontario,  according  to  the  several  plans  of  said  harbor, 
submitted  through  the  Department  of  War,  five  thousand  dollars- 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  naouth  of  Oak  Or- 
chard creek,  on  Lake  Ontario,  according  to  tlie  plan  thereof, 
made  by  Joseph  G.  Swift,  civil  engineer,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Black 
rivpr,  in  the  county  of  Jefferson,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  buildini?  a  breakwater  or  pier  at  the  harbor  of  Plaltsburg, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  creek, 
on  Lake  Erie,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  entrance  of  Whitehall  harbor,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  building  an  ice-breaker  on  Statcn  island,  nineteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

STATE  OP  NEW  JERSEY. 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  New  Brunswick,  by  removing 
the  obstructions  in  the  Raritan  river,  according  to  a  plan  report- 
ed to  tlie  Wor  Department  by  Hartman  Bache,  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  protection  ond  improvement  of  Little  Egg  Harbor,  ac- 
cniding  to  the  plan  reported  to  the  War  Department,  five  tbou- 
tsand  dollars. 


For  a  survey  of  Crow  Shoal,  in  Delaware  be/,  to  ascertain 
the  expediency  of  construe  ting  a  breakwater  or  artificial  barbor, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

STATE  OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 
For  repairs  at  the  harbor  of  Chester,  thr^e  thobsaad  dollars. 
For  removing  the  bar  in  the  river  Delaware,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Fort  Mifflin,  with  the  view  of  improving  the  haxbor  cf 
Philadelphia,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

STATE  OF  DELAWARE. 
For  improving  the   harbor  of  Wilmington,  by  remoring  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  Christiana  river,   accofdmg  to  Ihe  plu  re- 
commended by  Hartman  Bache,  of  the  Ekigioeer  Corps,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

STATE  OP%IARYLAND. 
For  deepeaing  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  twenty  thoosand  di^ 
lars. 

For  a  survey  of  the  head  waters  of  Chesapeake  imy,  parsu- 
ant  to  a  resolution  of  the  LegislaCore  of  Msrylaad,  five  hundred 
dollars. 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA. 
For  k  survey  of  James  river,  with  the  view  of  imprormg  the 
harbor  of  Richmond,  five  hundbred  dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  natural  channels  at  tKf 
northern  and  southern  entrances  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal,  Si- 
te en  thousand  dollars. 

STATE  OP  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
For  removing  a  sand  shoal  in  Pamlico  river,    five   ibocsaod 
dollars,  by  means  of  the  dredging  machine  now  in  operation  a: 
Ocracock  inlet. 

For  removing  the  oyster  shoal  in  New  river,  in  Onslow  coob- 
ty,  by  means  of  the  dredging  machine  now  in  opervlion  in  tks 
collection  district  of  Wilmington,  five  thousand  dollars. 
To  improve  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  five  thoosand  doUan. 

STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
For  a  survey  of  the  bar  and  harbor  at  G»eorgetown,  one  tbc-n- 
sand  dollars. 

STATE  OP  GEORGIA. 
For  the  removal  of  the  Brunswick  bar,  with  a  riew  of  impr-^- 
ing  the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  ten  thousand  dollars- 
STATE  OP  OHIO, 
For  constructing  two  piers  and  improving  the  narigiti^A  &i 
the  mouth  of  Vermilion  river,  ten  thousand  dollare,  necordisf  "! 
the  plan  reported  to  the  War  DepartmenL 
STATE  OF  INDIANA. 
For  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  Michigan  city,  accord'og 
to  the  plan  reported  to  the  War  Department,  twenty  diousasd 
dollars. 

STATE  OP  LOUISIANA. 
For  increasing  the  depth  of  water  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mk-is- 
sippi  river,  by  closing  some  of  the  passages  1  leading  out  of  i%  ? 
by  cutting  a  ship  channel,  or  by  any  other  means  which  ^ks.11 
be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  apf"~^ 
bation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  seTenty-fire  ti»c- 
sand  dollars  ;  the  said  sum  \o  be  expended  in  whole  or  in  pen, 
as  may  be  thought  proper  by  the  War  Department,  after  ike 
necessary  survey  shall  have  been  made. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 
For  a  pier  to  give  direction  to  the  current  of  the  Blisaisstpp: 
river  near  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  survey  of  Saint  Francis,  Black,  and  White  river*.,  s 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  to  determine  upon  'iie  expediency  of 
removing  the  natural  rafts  thereon,  one  thousand  dollars. 
TERRITORY  OF  FLORIDA. 
For  removing  a  mnd  shoal,  called  the  Bulk  Head,  in  the  chan- 
nel from  East  Pass  to  Appatachicola,  ten  thousand  dollars. 
TERRITORY  OF  MICHIGAN. 
For  the  construction  of  a  pier  or  breakwater  at  the  month  of 
the  river  Saint  Joseph,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
TERRITORY  OF  WISCONSIN. 
For  the  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  Milwaukee  rirer,  oa  Lake 
Michigan,  to  determine  the  practicability  of  making  a  harbor  bj 
deepening  tho  channel,  four  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  reports  npcn 
all  the  aforesaid  surveys  shall  contain  a  statement  of  all  such 
facts  within  the  knowledge  of  the  engineers  respectively  mak- 
ing the  surveys  as  are  or  may  be  in  any  way  materially  comneci- 
ed  with  tho  proposed  improvements,  and  also  with  estintates,  in 
detail,  of  the  sums  of  money  necessary  for  such  improremeBts 
respectively. 

Approved,  July  4,  1836. 
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AbolUion  of  slavery;  (see  Slavery.) 
Adjournment,  resolution  for  fixing  the  day  of,  taken  up, 
962;  adopted,  981. 
day  of  adjournment  fixed  for  the  4tb  of  July,  1780. 
Alabama;  a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  thit  State,  13. 
pre-emption  rights;  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  the 

l^egislature  of  that  State,  721. 
and  Mississippi  five  per  cent,  fund;  a  bill  to  carry 

into  eflTect  the  compacts  of,  1458;  paned. 

resolution    authorizing    the  President  to  cause 

rations  to  be  issued  to  supply  sufferers  from 

Indian  hostilities,  1537;  laid  on  the  table,  1593. 

Alexandria;  memorial  on  the  financial  condition  of  that 

town,  46. 
Appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1836;  read 
twice,  and  referred,  1349;  taken  up,  1399; 
passed. 
Appropriations  for  the  navy  for  1836, 1278;  taken  up, 

1296;  passed. 
Appropriations  for  the  army  for  1836,  1413;  read  three 
times,  and  passed. 
'  Indian  department,  1458;  passed,  1739. 

to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  1928; 
passed. 
Arkansas,  a  message  from  the  President,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  convention  in  that  Territory,  to 
''^  form  a  constitution,  782. 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union,  934;  passed,  1056. 
^  do.  in  addition  to  the  above  act,  1577;  passed. 

Army  of  the  United  States,  resolutions  respecting,  386. 
do.  for  the  religious  instruction  of,  391. 
'  bill  to  increase  the  military  peace  establishment, 

;  1657;  rejected,  1757;  passed,  1854. 

Armories,  arsenals,  &c. ;  a  bill  to  establish  them,  1882; 
I  passed. 

t        Bayard,  the  Hon.  Richard,  from  Delaware,  took  his  seat 
*  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Naudain,  resigned,  1848. 

9        Bennett,  Caleb  P. ,  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Delaware, 
r  praying  for  his  pension  to  be  continued  to  his 

widow,  1642. 
Bond  and  Douglass,  Colonels,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
^  legral  representatives  of  their  widows,  1250; 

passed,  1254. 
Bourtoulin  Count  a  refM)lution  authorizing  the  purchase 

of  his  library;  rejected,  1694. 
Brahan,  John;  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  mo- 
ney paid  by  the  legal  representatives  of  the 
late  General  Brahan,  to  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney,  1898. 
Bullion  for  the  mint;  a  bill  to  supply  the  mint  with  bul- 

lion,  1090. 
Carey  &  Lea's  History  of  Congress;  a  joint  resolution 

proposing  a  subscription  for  it,  614;  referred. 
Catlett,  Charles  J.,  a  bill  for  his  relief;  passed,  1872. 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Higbee  elected,  42. 
Choctaw  lands;  a  resolution  proposing  to  suspend  the 
sales  of  these  lands,  1412. 
reservations;  (see  Pre-emption  ekdna.) 
treaty;  a  bill  for  adjustmgc  ertain  claims  under 
the  14tb  article  off  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rab- 
bit creek,  1936;  laid  on  the  Uble. 
1 


Colonization  Society;  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Ken- 
tucky, recommending  the  society  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  Congress,  1901. 

Columbia,  District  of,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several 
cities,  466,  964;  Uken  up,  1449;  passed,  1453. 
Documentary  History  of;  a  resolution  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  collect  and  pub- 
lish such  a  work,  498;  referred, 
resolution  to  authorize  the  commissioner  to  rent 
out  the  public  grounds,  &c.,  1154. 

Committees,  standing;  the  Senate  proceeded  to  their 
election  by  ballot,  11. 

Congress;  a  resolution  proposing  that  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing,  by 
law,  the  commencement  and  close  of  every  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  42;  agreed  to,  45. 
a  bill  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of 

Congress,  1649;  passed, 
above  bill  relumed,  vetoed  by  the  President,  as 

conflicting  with  the  constitution,  1757. 
the  subject  taken  up,  1859,  1878^  bill  rejected, 
a  bill  to  fix  a  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, 1880;  indefinitely  postponed,  1908. 

Constitution;  a  resolution  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  provide 
for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  52. 

Constitutional  currency;  a  bill  to  re-establish  the  curren- 
cy of  the  constitution,  1745. 

Cumberland  road;  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  conatruction  of  the  road  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  34. 
a  bill  to  continue  the  road  as  proposed,  390;  ta- 
ken up,  615;  passed,  811. 
a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  do.,  4633. 

Custom-house  officers,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment concerning,  34. 

Dade,  Major,  petition  in  favor  of,  referred,  613. 

Dauphin,  Pennsylvania,  memorial;  (see  FVee  n^roea.) 

Defence  of  the  frontiers;  a  bill  reported  to  accept  the 
aervices  of  volunteers,  1385. 

Delaware  breakwater;  a  bill  making  additional  appropri- 
ations for  it,  1928;  passed. 

Deposite  banks;  a  motion  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury's  statement  of  their  af- 
fairs, 839;  agreed  to,  847. 

District  banks;  a  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  them,  63. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of,  1577;  passed, 
1720. 

Duties  on  imports;  a  biU  to  repeal  the  duty  on  certain  ar- 
ticles, 704. 
wines;  a  bill  to  suspend  so  much  of  the  discrimi- 
nating set  as  relates  to  the  Portuguese  islands, 
&c.,  1123. 
imports;  a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  imports,  1287. 

Electioneering  agents;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  information  as  to  the  office 
held  by  B.  F.  Curcy,  in  the  Cherokee  nation, 
178. 

Executive  patronage;  (see  Officers.') 

Expunging  resolution;  notice  given  that  it  would  shortly 
be  called  up,  722;  taken  up,  877;  again,  1593; 
laid  on  the  table,  1598. 

Florida  post  roads;  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  ei- 
tablishment  of  certain  post  roads,  613. 
railroad;  a  bill  to  authorize  it  to  run  through  the 
public  lands,  664;  psssed. 
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Florida  war,  a  bill  making  further  appropriationi  for, 
1399;  paiaecl. 
banksi  a  resolution  inatrucling  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  Ihe  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  banking  inititutiona,  1447. 
a  bill  prohibiting  the  incorporating  of  banks  in 
Florida,  without  the  sanction  of  Congress,  &c. 
also,  resolution  on  the  subj  ect ;  both  passed,  1863. 

Foreign  relational «  letter  of  Mr.  Clay,  chairman  of  the 
commitfee  on  this  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  his  reply,  Uid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  464. 

Foreign  paupers«  a  resolution  in  relation  to  foreign  pau- 
pers, 1378. 

Fortification  on  Lake  Champlaim  a  resolution  proposing 
the  surrey  of  a  site  for  the  work,  614. 

Fortification  bill  taken  up,  592, 1428;  passed,  1592. 

from  the  House,  reported  with  amendments,  1877; 
passed. 

France  and  the  United  States;  (see  Uniled  Siaiea.) 

Free  negroes;  a  memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  an  appropriation  to  re- 
move such  to  Africa,  443. 

French  affairs;  aundry  resolutions  proposed  and  adopted, 
calling  on  the  President  for  mformation  in  reU- 
tion  to  them,  366. 

French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities;  a  bill  to  anticipate 
their  payment,  1881;  negatived,  1882. 

Frigate  Philadelphia,  a  bill  to  reward  the  recaptors  of, 
1647;  passed. 

Globe  newspaper,  Mr.  Webster's  complaints  against, 
1693. 

Grant.  Joseph;  a  bill  to  extend  his  patent  right  for  ma- 
king hat  bodies,  1864;  passed,  1910. 

Haight,  Stephen,  re-elected  assistant  doorkeeper,  8. 

Hale,  Captain  Nathan;  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 
New  Haven,  praying  that  a  monument  may  be 
erected  to  his  memory,  323. 

Harbor  bill,  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors,  &e., 
1383;  taken  up,  1930;  paased,  1935. 

Hemp,  a  resolution  proposing  a  duty  on  all  imported, 
1397. 

Hill,  Hon.  Isaac,  the  resignation  of  his  seat,  1616. 

Hoapitals  on  the  Ohio  river;  a  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Indiana  on  this  subject,  56. 

Hull,  Commodore  Isaac;  a  bill  for  hia  relief,  58. 

Incendiary  publications;  a  proposition  for  referring  the 
subject  to  a  select  committee,  26;  agreed  to,  33. 
report  of  the  committee,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to 
prevent  the  circulation  of  auch  publications, 
383;  bill  taken  up,  1093. 
a  bill  prohibiting  postmasters  from  transmitting 
incendiary  publications,  1374;  taken  up,  1675; 
rejected,  1737. 

Indian  claima,  speculations  in;  a  memorial  from  Missta- 
sippi,  100. 
hostilities;  a  bill  for  suppressing  them,  103 ;  passed, 

291. 
appropriations;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Indian  department;  (see 
Approprialioiu.) 

Insolvent  debtors,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment concerning,  84. 

Journals,  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  proper  measures  for  the  safe  keeping 
of.  970;  laid  on  the  Uble,  977. 

Judiciary;  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the 
judicial  syntem  of  the  United  Slates,  59;  passed, 
65. 

Kane,  Hon.  Elias  K-,  from  Illinois,  his  death  announced,  7. 

land,  a  bill  to  grant  gratuities  of,  to  certain  States;  laid 
on  the  table,  1876. 

Lands;  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  the  claims 
to  lands  therein  mentioned,  11. 


Lands;  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of 
land  sales,  48;  motion  to  take  it  up,  810;  con- 
sideration resumed,  1172;   ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, 1313. 
the  committee  on,  moved  to  be  discharged  from 
certain  petitiona  for  rights  of  pre-emption.  Sec., 
•303. 
two  bills  on  the  subject  of  pre-emption  rights,  836. 
a  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  public 

lands,  1028. 
resolution  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  committee  of  last  Con- 
gress, in  their  investigation  of  certain  frauds, 
1199. 
a  bill  to  change  the  mode  of  conducting  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  1697;  postponed  indefinite- 
ly, 1870. 

L%nd  Office;  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office, 
1676. 

Lake  Champlain;  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  for  a  fortifi- 
cation, 1199. 

Library  of  Count  Bourtoulin;  a  resolution  directing  the 
Library  Committee  to  inquire  into  tne  expedi- 
ency of  purchasing  it,  578;  agreed  to. 

Lieber,  Profeasor;  his  memorial  in  relation  to  his  atatlsti- 
cal  work,  1198. 

Light*houaes;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  them, 
1930, 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
United  States  to  purchase  the  private  stock  of, 
1563. 

Lowrie,  Walter,  Esq.,  re-elected  Clerk  of  the  Senate*  8. 

McCartney,  John;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  934;  passed. 

Madison,  James,  his  death  announced,  by  a  message 
from  the  President,  1911;  resolutions  of  respect 
to  his  memory,  1914. 

Mail  contracts;  resolution  instructing  the  Post  Office 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  contracts  to  be  made  with  railraad 
companies,  847. 

Maine  boundary;  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, in  relation  thereto,  958. 

Maine  resolutions,  on  Ihe  subject  of  abolition,  1109. 

Manning,  the  Hon.  Richard  J.,  his  death  annoaneed, 
1384. 

Marine  corps,  a  bill  to  regulate  and  increase  the  pay  of 
its  officers,  1877. 

Marshall,  Humphrey;  an  unfavorable  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  was  moved  to  be  recon- 
sidered, 1780;  reconsidered,  1854;  and  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  concurred  in. 

Massachusetts  claims,  a  joint  resolution  respecting,  464. 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  his  executrix;  passed,  1872. 

Melville,  David;  a  petition  complaining  of  bis  removal 
from  office,  1177. 

Metropolis  Bank;  a  memorial  for  a  rechaKer  thereof, 
58. 

Mexico;  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  with  Chat 
Power,  1427;  passe<l. 

Michigan  applies  for  admission  as  a  State,  in  a  message 
from  the  President,  5. 
credentials  from  its  Senators  presented,  6;  ques- 
tion considered,  8,  36;  agreed  to,  41. 
memorial  asking  to  be  admitted  into  the  Uoioo 
presented,  282;  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  Michigan  matters,  290. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 

1006;  passed, 
school  landa;  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to 
establish  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  and 
for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  th«  Union, 
1737;  passed. 
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Micbigftn  Senators;  resolulton  for  paying  them  agreed 
to,  1780. 
a  bill  to  provide  For  the  execution  of  the  lawa  of 
the  United  States  in  Michigan,  1876;  passed. 

Military  land  warrants,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  fur  issu- 
infT  scrip  for,  970. 

Mint;  (see  Buiiion.) 

Missouri  land  claims,  a  memorial  respecting,  799. 
a  bill  confirming  the  claims  of,  964;  passed, 
a  bill  granting  a  certain  quantity  of  land  to,  for 
internal  improvements,  1 130;  laid  on  the  table, 
1123. 

Narragansett  bay,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island  respecting,  1787. 
resolution  directing  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Buard  to  report  a  plan  for  a  navy  estab- 
lishment in  do.,  1793;  agfreed  to. 

National  defence;  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Benton, 
392;  sgreed  to,  S77. 

Naval  service;  a. bill  for  the  enlistment  of  boys,  1413; 
passed. 

Naval  academy;  a  bill  to  establish  one,  1453. 

Nuvyii^etJppropriation.) 

a  bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1855;  laid  on  the 
table,  1857;  taken  up,  1872;  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, 1875. 

Naudain,  Hon.  Arnold,  from  Delaware,  resigns  his  seat, 
1787. 

New  Hampshire  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  expunging 
resolution,  1108. 

New  Orleans  custom-house;  presentments  of  its  dilapida- 
ted sUte,  534. 

New  York;,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance to  inquire  what  measures    should  be 
adopted  by  Congress  in  relation  to  the  late  fire 
there,  13. 
memorials  on  same  subject,  46.  391. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire, 
103;  considered,  114;  passed,  129;  an  amenda. 
tory  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives; 
passed,  1092. 
a  t>ill  to  extend  the  relief  of  the  act  now  in  exist- 
ence to  the  suflTerers,  1875;  passed. 

Northeast  boundary  of  the  United  States;  a  message 
from  the  President  on  the  subject,  1779;  cor* 
respondence  on  the  subject  ordered  to  be 
printed,  1864. 

Ohio;  report  from  Secretary  of  War  respecting  the 
boundary  line  of  that  State,  6. 
a  bill  to  define  the  northern  boundary  line  of,  14; 

report  on  do.,  663. 
a  joint  resolution  respecting  do.,  35. 
resolutions  in  favor  of  expunging  the  journal, 
1021. 

Oflicers;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  first  and  second  sections  of 
the  act  limiting  the  terms  of  certain  oflicers 
therein  named,  52;  passed,  367. 

Order,  questions  of,  74,  141,  209,  414,  494,  S56,  835, 
1525.  1782. 

Fage,  Hon.  John,  from  New  Hampshire,  took  his  seat, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hill,  resigned,  1759. 

Paper  currency;  a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  inquire  of  the  deposite  banks 
in  relation  to  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  1857. 

Patent  laws;  a  resolution  referring  the  subject  of  amend- 
ing them,  42;  agreed  to. 
Office;  a  bill  to  provide  for  theerection  of  a  build- 
ing for  it,  1853;  considered  and  passed,  1898. 

Patriotic  Bank,  a  memorial  from,  for  a  recharter,  34. 

Paymasters;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  sppointment  of  three 
addit  onal  ones,  1463. 

Pension  bill,  which  grants  half  pay  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  die  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  1929. 


Poat  Office  accounts;  a  communication  from  the  Postmas* 
ter  General,  1048. 
the  bill  changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  1769. 
Post  routes;  a  joint  resolution  for  the  establishment  of 
certain  post  routes  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
578. 
Pre-emption  claims,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  receiv- 
ing the  proof  of,  1696;  laid  on  the  table,  1698; 
rejected,  1742. 
President's  annual  message  received,  4;  (see  Jppendix^) 
messsge  in  relation  to  French  affairs,  163. 
on  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to 

our  difference  with  France,  390. 
concerning  sale  of  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort 

Wayne,  471. 
with  the  result  of  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain, 

580. 
respecting  French  spoliations,  662. 
on  discriminating  duties  with  Portugal,  679, 
in  relation  to  Mexico,  1409. 
informing  Congress  that  France  had  paid  the  four 

instalments,  in  fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  1426. 
with  a  communication  from  B.  F.  Curry,  and  the 

response  of  Samuel  Gwin,  1658. 
returning  the  bill  appointing  a  day  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congress,  with  constitutional  objec- 
tions, 1757. 
enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
relation  to  Texas  1871. 
President  pro  Urn.,  Mr.  King,  from  Alabama,  appointed, 

1914;  his  addreas  on  the  occasion. 
Printing;  a  report  of  the  committee  on  the  contingent 
fund,  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  resolution 
on  the  subject,  590. 
Protection  of  the  frontiers;  (see  Defetice.) 
Public  deposites;  a  bill  to  regulate  them,  52;  taken  up, 
1383;  modified,  1577;  passed,  1845. 
a  supplementary  bill,  1913;  passed. 
Railroad  contracts;  a  report  from  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee, 1101;  subject  considered,  1199. 
Revenue  laws,  a  bill  concerning  cases  of  appeals  arising 
under,  46. 
a  resolution  proposing  a  reduction  of  the  revenue. 

52. 
a  resolution  directing  the  surplus  revenue  to  be 
set  apart  for  the  general  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, 4625. 
Rescinding  resolution,  offered  in  place  of  the  esppunging 
resolution,  1427;  taken  up,  1884;  neiratived, 
1897. 
Ripley,  General;  a  bill  to  audit  and  settle  his  accounts, 
1676;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
Royall,  Mrs.  Ann;  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
unfavorable  to  her  petition,  was  laid  on  the 
table,  1936. 
School  lands;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of 
the  16th  section  of  public  lands,  and  to  substi- 
tute other  lands,  389;  passeJ. 
Secretary  of  Slate's  communication,  enclosing  a  corre- 
spondence on  French  affairs,  168. 
Senators,  a  list  of,  1. 
Senate  chamber;  a  report  in  relation  to  alterations  in  the 

Senate  chamber,  3. 
Sbackford,  John,  re-elected  Sergeant-at-arms,  8. 
Sheppard,  Moses,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  580;  rejected. 
Sick  and  disabled  seamen;  a  motion  was  made  to  recon- 
sider a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  providing  for 
this  description  of  persons,  1758;  which  was 
sgreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  amended  and  passed. 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis;  petitions  on  the  sub- 
ject, 72;  subject  discussed,  185,  471,  636,  664, 
1199. 
Arkansas;  petitions  against  admitting  the  State 
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into  the  Union  except  on  certain  conditions, 
1134,  1277. 
Smith,  Hon.  Nathan,  from  Connecticut  {  his  death  an« 

nounced,  4. 
Smithsonian  institution;  the  President  communicates  cer- 
tain papers  relative  to  this  institution,  13. 
a  Joint  resolution  authorizing^  the  President  to  ap-' 

point  an  agent,  &c.,  63}  taken  up,  385. 
a  bill  for  the  same  purpose,  1374}  passed,  1378. 
Spain;  (see  TVealff.) 

Specie  payments;  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary 
and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  999. 
resolution  proposing  that  nothing  but  gold  and 
silver  ought  to  be  received  in  payment  of  pub- 
lic lands,  1254. 
Statuary;  resolution  in  relation  to  statues  for  the  east 

front  of  the  Capitol,  1313;  agreed  to,  1318. 
Stockton  and  Stokes,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  1448;  passed. 
Surplus  revenue,  bank  stock,  and  national  defence;  sun- 
dry resolutions,  106. 
Suspension  of  the  rules;  a  suspension  of  the  17th  rule 
proposed  by  the   House  of  Representatives; 
and,  after  amendment,  agreed  to,  1937. 
TexM{    proceedings  of  a  meeting    at  Cincinnati,   in 
favor  of  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
Texas,  1286. 
several  memorials  praying  Congress  to  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  the  country,  1414, 
1455. 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  tn  Warren  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, 1525. 
a  memorial  from  Shelby  county,  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing for  its  recognition,  1759. 
resolutions  of  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  on  the 

same  subject,  1759. 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
concluding  with  a  resolution  in  favor  of  ac- 
knowledging its  independence,  &c.,  1846;  ta- 
ken up,  1915;  resolution  unanimously  adopted, 
1928. 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject, 

1871. 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  at  Nashville, 
1877. 
Tobacco  trade;  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
open -a  negotiation  with  France  on  the  subject, 
1381. 
Transfer  drafts;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  information  on  tbia  subject, 
1209;  agreed  to,  1213. 
proposition  for  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report  on  the 
subject,  1409;  agreed  to,  1412. 
Transfers  of  public  money;  a  resolution  on  the  subject, 

1464;  agreed  to,  1479. 
Treasury,  Secretary  of,  his  annual  report,  4;  (see  Jp» 

pendix.) 
Treaty  with  Spain;  a  bill  giving  efTecl  to  the  8ih  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1819,  1154;  taken  up,  1426; 
and  passed, 
a  proposition  for  appointing  a  board  of  commia- 
sioners,  1647;  modified  by  appointing  one  in- 
stead of  three  commissioners,  1694. 
Turnpike  from  Zanesville  to  Maysville,  memorials  in  favor 

of,  1153. 
Tyler,  Hon.  John;  his  resignation,  636. 
United  States  and  France;  resolutions  calling  on  the 
President  for  information  on  the  diiiiculties  ex- 
isting between  the  two  countries,  104. 
Vermont;  a  memorial  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  300. 
militia;  a  bill  to  provide  payment  for  their  servi- 
ces, 1339;  passed. 


Wabash,  a  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of,  563;  order- 
ed to  a  third  reading,  565. 
Weatcm  boatmen;  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  a  marine 

hospital,  748. 
Western  frontier,  the  bill  for  the  better  defence  of, 

1930;  passed. 
Wetmore,  Alphonso,  petition  of;  the  Committee  of  Claiifis 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  from 

the  disrespectful  terms  in  which  it  is  expretted, 

1457. 
Wildman,  Hon.  Zalmon,  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; his  death  announced,  7. 
Wisconsin,  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in, 

978;  passed,  1124;  a  conference  with  the  Houae 

of  Representativea  on  an  amendment,  1177;  the 

Senate  receded  from  its  disagreement  to  the 

amendment, 
bill  to  create  the  office  of  aurveyor  of  public 

lands  in  the  Territory,  1913;  passed. 
Yeas  and  nays,  on  a  resolution  to  supply  the  Senatotm 

with  newspapers,  54. 
the  jtidiciary  bill,  63,  65. 
regulations  of  the  Senate  chamber,  71,  72. 
biu  for  limiting  the  terms  of  office,  104,  367. 
for  the  relief  of  suflerers  by  the  New  York  fire, 

129. 
on  reference  of  the  Michigan  memorial,  289. 
resolution  for  admitting  certain  persons  into  the 

Senate,  532. 
resolutions  in  relation  to  national  defence,  572. 
bill  for  relief  of  Moses  Sheppard,  580. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  722,  724,  725,  803,  803. 
referring  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  in  At- 

kansas,  782. 
Ohio  boundary,  785,  799. 

alavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  787,  804^  810. 
Und  bill,  810,  811.  333. 
bill  for  relief  of  the  corporations  of  the  District 

of  Columbia,  964,  977,  1452. 
resolution  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  977. 
adjournment  resolution,  981. 
bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  public  landa,  1032. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  1046,  1047, 

1048,  1050. 
bill  for  the  admiasion  of  Arkansaa,  1056. 
bill  for  payment  of  revolutionary  pensioner^  1094. 
granting  land  to  Missouri,  1123, 
establishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  1177. 
relief  of  the  representativea  of  Colonels  Bond  and 

Douglass,  1254. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,   1254,  1301,  1302,   1305, 

1306,  1308,  1313,  1396. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1299,  1427. 
Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1378. 
harbor  bill,  1383,  1384. 
fortification  bill,  1524,  1550, 1576.  1592. 
the  bill  to  reward  the  recaptora  of  the  frigate 

Philadelphia,  1649. 
cases  of  B.  F.  Curry  and  3.  Gwin,  1668. 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  circulation  of  inccodiafy 

publications,  1675,  1737. 
extending  the  charters  of  the  Diatrict  banks^  1695, 

1720. 
bill  for  extending  the  time  for  receiving  proof  of 

certain  pre-emption  claimp,  1696,  1697,  169^ 

1742. 
the  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to  eatabliab  the 

northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  and  for  the  admia- 
sion of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  1739. 
proposition  for  increasing  the  army,  1757. 
bill  to  regulate  the  depofiite  of  the  public  moneys^ 

1766,   1768,  1778,  1780,  1782,  1784^   1785. 

1786,  1787,  1845. 
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Teu  «ad  imjts,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  organisation  of 
the  Pott  Office  Department,  1851. 

bill  to  increase  the  military  peace  establishment, 
1853. 

report  on  the  petition  of  Humphrey  Marshal  1, 1854. 

bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1857,  1875. 

bill  for  building  a  Patent  Office,  1866. 

bill  to  change  the  mode  of  conducting  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  1867,  1870. 

bill  to  grant  gratuities  of  land  to  certain  States, 
1876. 

bill  to  reffulate  and  increase  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps,  1877. 

on  the  vetoed  bill  fixing  a  day  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  CongreiiS,  &c.,  1880. 


Yeas  and  nays,  on  the  bill  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the 

indemnities  due  under  the  French  and  Neapoli« 

tan  treaties,  1883. 
on  the  bill  for  establishing  armories,  arsenals, 

&c.,  1884, 1909. 
rescinding  resolution,  1897. 
providing  for  the  building  of  a  Patent  Office, 

1898. 
fortification  bill,  1905,  1906,  1907,  1910,  1911. 
bill  granting  a  patent  to  Joseph  Grant,  1910. 
on  the  pension  bill,  1929. 
on  the  Delaware  breakwater  bill,  1930. 
harbor  bill,  1935. 
Zanesville  and  Maysville  road,  a  petition  in  favor  of, 

1385. 


INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES 


OF  THE  SPEAKERS  IN  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE,  ALPHABETICALLY  ARRANGED. 


Benton,  Mr.,  Missouri,  presents  the  credentials  of  the 

Michigan  Senators,  6,  8,  9,  36,  38,  39,  41. 
on  the  recharter  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  34. 
Alexandria  memorial,  46. 
recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  59. 
judicial  system,  64. 

regulations  in  the  Senate  chamber,  69,  71. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  85,  496. 
surplus  revenue,  national  defence,  &c.,  106,  140. 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  391. 
national  defence,  427,  577. 
District  of  Columbis,  468. 
Documentary  History  of  District  of  Columbia,  499. 
report  on  printing,  591. 
fortification  bill,   593,   615,    1428,    1431,    1432, 

1512,  1550,  1551,  1576,  1579,  1582. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  723,  801,  803. 
Western  boatmen,  Stc,  750,  751. 
Ohio  boundary,  784. 
deposite  banks,  840. 
expunging  resolution,  722,  877,  1593. 
day  ofadjournment,  963,  979. 
safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  974. 
specie  payments,  999,  1005, 1094»  1095,  1097. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan,  100^  1008, 

1019,  1033. 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas,  1053. 
supplying  the  mint  with  bullion,  1090. 
prant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1120,  1121. 
mcendiary  publications,  1155. 
appropriating  the  proceeds  of  public  lands  for  a 

limited  time,  1172,  1187,  1247,  1254,  1299, 

1302,  1306,  1308,  1311,  1338. 
railroad  contracts,  1207. 

resolution  for  receiving*  nothing  but  gold  and  sil- 
ver for  public  land«,  1255,  1267. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1385,  1388,  1393. 
general  appropriation  bill,   1399,   1400,   1401, 

1403, 1403,  1407,  1408. 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1570,  1573, 

1673, 1674. 
bill  lor  increasing  the  military  estsblishment,  1637. 
the  esses  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1658.  1659,  1664. 
extending  the  charters  of  the  District  banks, 

1686,  1694,  1695,  1698. 
bill  for  regulating  the  public  deposltes,   1744, 

1764, 1765,  1766,  1767, 1768,  1805. 


Benton,  Mr.,  on  bill  for  establishing  the  currency  of  the 

constitution,  1745. 
bill  increasing  the  army,  1746,  1756,  1852,  1853. 
bill  to  establish  armories,  arsenals,  &c.,  1882. 
on  acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas, 

1920. 
setting  apart  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  defenee 

of  the  country,  4625,  4631. 
makinii:  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road, 

4638. 
report  on  public  lands,  4655,  4656. 
Black,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  the  judicial  system,  59,  &i. 
memorial  on  speculations  in  Indian  claims,  100,102. 
Documentary  Histoiy  of  District  of  Columbia,  499. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  636. 
Cumberland  road,  724,  725. 
deposite  banks,  847. 
Missouri  land  claims,  967. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1174,  1286. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1401,  1402. 
on  suspending  the  sale  of  Choctaw  lands,  1412. 
District  of  Columbis,  1452. 
regulating  the  public  deposites,  1745,  1786. 
Brown,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publications, 

33. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  90,  95,  731. 
national  defence,  447. 
Ohio  boundary,  783,  784. 
Maine  abolition  resolutions,  1110,   1113,  1115, 

1116. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1306. 
affnirs  of  Texas,  1420,  1531. 
Buchanan,  Mr .« Pennsylvania,  on  incendiary  publications, 

28,  1722,  1732,  1736. 
Michigan  Senators,  41. 
the  judicial  system,  59,  62,  64. 
regulations  in  the  Senate  chamber,  70. 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  82,  302,  496, 

679,  780. 
memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  99. 
bill  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York, 

125,  129. 
the  United  States  and  France,  168, 177. 
resolution  for  national  defence,  335. 
memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  in  relation  to  free 

negroes,  442. 
national  defence,  576. 
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Buchanan,  Mr.,  on  the  Cumberland  road,  635. 
Ohio  and  Mlchif^^an  boundary,  664. 
admiuion  of  Arkansas  as  a  State,  934. 
day  of  adjournment,  963. 
apecie  payments,  1004,  1005. 
admission  of  Michigan,  1011,  1037. 
admission  of  Arkansas,  1653. 
railroad  contracts,  1203. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonels  Bond  and  Douglaas, 

1253. 
on  slavery  in  Arkansas,  137r. 
statuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  1313, 

1314,  1315. 
Smithsonian  legacy  biP,  1377. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1394,  1505,  1508. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1402. 
the  affairs  of  Texas,  1422,  1536,  1916. 
fortification  bill,  1432. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  1448. 
additional  paymasters,  1463. 
bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposit es,  1635,  1777, 

1783,  1785,  1800,  1858. 
bill  fur  changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  1770,  1851. 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  admitting  Michi- 
gan, 1781. 
bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1856,  1857,  1874, 

1875. 
bill  to  regulate  and  increase  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  marine  corps,  1877. 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 

road,  4633. 
Calhoun,   Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publica- 

tion%  26,  27,  383,   385,    1108,   1136,   1160, 

1162,  1675,1721,  1729. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  52,  54,  S5. 
regulations  in  the  Senate  chamber,  67,  68,  69,  70. 
slavery  in  the  Diatrtcl  of  Columbia,  72,  95,  201, 

207,  208,  209,  210,  302,  471,  482,  494^  496, 

551,  578,  579,  765,  804. 
memorial  or  Calo  quarterly  meeting,  100. 
bill  for  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  New  York 

fire,  115.  127. 
United  States  and  France,  169. 
Michigan  memorial,  286,  287. 
District  of  Columbia,  469,  470,  964»  1450. 
national  defence,  571,  572,  577. 
establibhing  post  routes  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 

578. 
deposite  banks,  842,  843,  1383. 
keeping  safe  the  journal,  970. 
graduating  the  price  of  public  land,  1028. 
specie  payments,  1096,  1097,  1099. 
bill  to  refrulate  public  deposites,    1101,   1616, 

1745,  1763,  1764,   1765,  1766,  1767,   1778, 

1781,  1783,  1800,  1845,  1858. 
railroad  contracts,  1101,  1102,  1205. 
Maine  abolition  resolutions,   1109,  1110,   1111, 

1113,  1114,  1115. 
grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1123. 
petition  of  David  Melville,  1177,  1183, 1184. 
petition  of  Professor  Lieber,  1198. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  representatives  of  Colonels 

Bond  and  Douglass,  1253. 
receiving  specie  only  for  public  land,  1271, 1274. 
atatuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  1314, 

1318. 
Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1376,  1377. 
harbor  bill,  1383. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1408. 
fortification  bill,  1446,  1550,  1551,  1579,  1903, 

1905,  1910. 
Indian  bill,  1459,  1461. 


Calhoun,  Mr.,  on  the  defence  of  the  fruotiers^  1463, 

1503,  1504,  1505,  1507,  1511. 

hia  report  from  conference  committee  on  the  vol- 
unteer bill,  1523. 

recognition  of  Texas,  1531,  1535. 

the  cases  of  Curry  and  G*in,  1659,  1662,  1667. 

on  increasing  the  army,  1756,  1853. 

bill  to  change  the  mode  of  selUni^  tbe  public 
lands  1867. 

establish  armories,  arsenals,  &c,  1882,  1884. 

acknowledging  the  independence  of  TexM,  1916. 
Clay,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  admission  of  the  Senators 
from  Michigan,  8. 

his  distribution  land  bill,  48,  1172,  1174,  1176, 
1248,  1283.  1285,  1288,  1303,  1310. 

reduction  of  the  revenue,  54^  55. 

memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting;  100, 

speculations  in  Indian  clainns,  101. 

the  United  SUtes  and  France,  103,  S88. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  tlbe  Kew 
York  fire,  115,  126,  782. 

for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities^  290. 

incendiary  publications,  385,  1093,  1728. 

school  lands,  390. 

District  of  Columbia,  467. 

fortification  bill,  614.  1903,  1906,  1910. 

Cumberland  road,  615,  623,  628,  723,  724,  801. 
803. 

Western  boatmen,  &c.,  748,  749. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  786. 

deposite  banks,  840. 

Maine  boundary,  962. 

day  of  adjournment,  962,  981. 

Missouri  land  claims,  965. 

bill  for  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  1028, 
1030. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1046,  1047. 

specie  payments,  1095,  1096. 

grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1121. 

petitions  against  slavery  in  Arkansas.  1134^  1135. 

petition  of  David  Melville,  1178. 

railroad  contracts,  1206. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  representatives  of  Calaoek 
Bond  and  Douglass,  1252,  1253. 

statuary  for  the  eaat  front  of  the  Capitol,  U\7 . 

defence  of  tbe  frontiers,  1387. 

on  imposing  a  duty  on  all  imported  hemp,  1397» 
1398,  1399. 

treaty  with  Spain,  1427,  1647. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  1673. 

Michigan  school  lands  &c.,  1737,  1738. 

pre-emption  claims,  1741. 

increaaing  the  army,  1756, 1832. 

bill  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  1759. 

memorial  from  Shelby  county,  praying  for  recog- 
nition of  Texas,  1759. 

for  regulating  the  public  deposites,  1784,  lBi5. 
1859,  1870. 

Northeastern    boundary  of  the   Uoited   States, 
1779,  1864. 

report  on  ackm^ledging  the  independence  of 
Texas,  1846, 1871. 

Post  Office  bill,  1851. 
'  bill  for  building  a  Patent  Oflice,  1866. 

bill  to  change  tbe  mode  of  selling  the  public  land, 
1869. 

petition  from  Kentucky,  in  favor  of  the  Afsericaa 
Colonization  Society,  1901.  * 

acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas,  1915. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  Dekware,  on  the  admission  of  the  Seaaton 
from  Michigan,  10. 

fixing  the  commencement  and  dote  of  the  ses- 
sions, 45. 
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Claytofi.  Mr.,  oD  the  jadkial  system,  59,  60,  61,  63, 64, 

65. 
regulations  in  the  Senate  chamber,  67,  68,  72. 
surplus  rerenue,  national  defence,  &c.  114. 
Michigan  memorial,  283,  386,  287. 
national  defence,  392. 
Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary  line,  663,  664,  783, 

784,  798. 
mail  contracts,  847. 
ssfe  keeping  of  the  journal,  974. 
bill  for  establishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 

day  of  adjournment,  979,  981. 

specie  payments,  999. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1006,  1008. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1283,  1284. 

statuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  1318. 

Smithsonian  lefracy  bill,  1376. 

harbor  bill,  1383. 

defence  of  the  frontiers,  1395. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stokes,  1448. 

District  of  Columbia,  1452. 

bill  for  building  a  Patent  Office,  1866. 

establishing  armories,  arsenals,  8ic.,  1883. 

fortification  bill,  1903,  1906. 

setting  apart  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  4631,  4633. 
Crittenden,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  resolution  for  national 
defence,  356. 

Cumberland  road,  635,  726. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  787. 

dsy  of  adjournment,  979. 

grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1120. 

petition  of  David  Melville,  1187. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1246. 

foHification  bill,  1551,  1586,  1910. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1571,  1673. 

pre-emption  claims,  1696. 

the  bill  providing  for  sick  and  dissbled  seamen, 
1758,  1759. 

Humphrey  Marshairs  case,  1781,  1854. 

increasing  the  army,  1852. 
Cuthbert,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  the  resolution  for  national 
defence,  163,  211. 

United  States  and  France,  177. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  726,  785, 
787. 

incendiary  publications,  1162,  1735,  1737. 

treaty  with  Mexico,  1427. 

bill  for  organizing  the  naw,  1873,  1874. 

fortification  bill,  1906,  19il. 
Davis,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  incendiary  publications, 
31,  384,  385,  1093,  1103,  1148,  1726. 

reducing  the  revenue,  53. 

bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  New  York  fire, 
123. 

Michigan  memorial,  284,  286. 

Massachusetts  claims,  464. 

District  of  Columbia,  470. 

national  defence,  576. 

Cumberland  road,  636. 

Western  bostmen,  8ic.,  748,  749,  751. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  806,  1199. 

Maine  boundary,  958. 

specie  payments,  1004. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1019. 

In  relation  to  duties  on  wines,  1123. 

railroad  contracts,  1206. 

duties  9n  imports,  1287. 

Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1377. 

foreign  paupers,  1378. 

fortification  bill,  1552,  1563. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  1672. 


Davis,  Mr.,  on  the  bill  providing  for  sick  and  disabled 

seamen,  1758,  1759. 

changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, 1771,  1849,  1850,  1851. 

the  light-house  bill,  1930. 

harbor  bill,  1930. 

making  an  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road^ 
4639. 
Ewing,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  northern  boundary  line  of 
Ohio,  14. 

incendiary  publications,  32. 

Michigsn  Senators,  36,  38. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  120,  127. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  130. 

Michigan  memorial,  284. 

public  lands,  303,  1198. 

national  defence,  455,  556,  572. 

slavery  memorials,  472,  763. 

Alabama  pre-emption  rifrhts,  721. 

Cumberland  road  bill,  724,  803. 

Ohio  boundary,  783,  799. 

land  bill,  810,  811. 

deposite  bsnks,  846.  ^ 

Missouri  land  claims,  969,  970. 

safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  976,  977. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1015. 

Ohio  resolutions  for  expunging  journal,  1024, 
1028. 

admission  of  Arkansas,  1056. 

specie  psyments,  1096. 

railroad  contracts,  1101,  1102. 

grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1122. 

petitions  in  favor  of  a  turnpike  from  Zanesville  to 
Maysville,  1153. 

transfer  draAs,  1209. 

receiving  specie  only  for  public  land,  1269. 

Mr.  Clay 'a  land  bill,  1302,  1312,  1338. 

Zanesville  and  Maysville  road,  1385. 

defence  of  the  frontiers,  1385. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1400. 

printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury's  report  respecting  trans- 
fers of  public  money,  1409,  1412. 

fortification  bill,  1433. 

transfer  of  public  money,  1464, 1479. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1570,  1572. 
1575,  1668,  1672,  1673. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  1642,  1764w 
1765.  1777,  1778,  1859. 

the  cases  of  B.  F.  Curry  and  8.  Gwin,  1659, 
1660,  1666. 

bill  to  reorgsnize  the  General  Land  Office,  1676. 

pre-emption  claims,  1696,  1739,  1740. 

bill  to  change  the  mode  of  selling  public  land^, 
1697,  1866,  1867,  1869. 

Michigan  school  lands,  Sec,  1737,  1738. 

Post  Office  bill,  1850. 

fortification  bill,  1905,  4640. 

Ohio  resolutions,  4653. 

report  on  several  memorials  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic lands,  4655. 
Goldsboroogh,  Mr.,  Maryland,  on  Incendiary  publica- 
tions, 31. 

Michigan  Senators,  41. 

judicial  system,  59. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  136. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  208,  704. 

District  of  Columbia,  469. 

removal  of  David  Melville,  1183. 

Vermont  militia  bill,  1340. 

the  bill  vetoed  by  the  President  fixing  a  day  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  Congress,  &c.,  1878. 
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Gnindjr^  Mr.,  Tenneoee,  on  incendiary  pubticaiiont,  37, 
1093, 1155, 1159, 1160, 1161, 1163, 1675, 1727. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  250,  304. 

poit  roads  in  Florida,  613. 

alavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  751. 

mail  contracts,  847. 

specie  payments,  999. 

Post  Office  accounts,  1048,  1050. 

railroad  contracts,  1101, 1102,  1199,  1205,  1207. 

removsl  of  David  Meiriile,  1179. 

incendiary  publications,  1374. 

District  of  Columbis,  1450. 

cases  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1666. 

Michigan  school  lands,  &c.,  1738. 

bill  for  changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice DepaHment,  1769,  1849,  1850,  1851. 
Hendricks  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  admitting  the  Michigan  Sen- 
ators, 38,  40. 

fixing  the  commencement  and  close  of  the  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  42. 

on  building  hospitals  on  the  Ohio  river,  56, 

bill  for  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  127. 

Michigsn  memorial,  282,  284,  288. 

Cumberland  road,  390,  615,  629,  722,  723,  802. 

navigation  of  the  Wabash,  564. 

day  of  adjournment,  963. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1008,  1032. 

harbor  bill,  1383. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1563,  1669, 
1672,  1674,  1675. 

bill  for  regulating  the  public  depositesL  1743, 
1744,  1784. 

bill  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  1759. 

bill  to  change  the  mode  of  selling  the  public 
lands,  1869. 
Hill,  Mr.,  New  Hampshire,  on  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbis,  74,  484,  494. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  315. 

navigation  of  the  Wabash,  564. 

the  land  bill,  848. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Colo- 
nels Bond  and  DougUss,  1250,  1253. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1278. 

general  sppropriation  bill,  1400,  1404. 

expunging  resolution,  1593. 
Hubbard,  Mr.,  New  Hampshire,  on  resolution  for  nation- 
al defence,  217. 

alavery  memorials,  495,  738,  756,  837. 

resolutions  in  favor  of  expunging. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1176. 

removal  of  David  Melville,  1182,  1184^  1185. 

the  Florida  banks,  1447. 

transfer  of  public  money,  1464,  1471. 

fortification  bill,  1538,  1550,  1551. 

bill  to  audit  General  Ripley's  accounts,  1676. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  1784. 

Kent,  Mr.,  Maryland,  on  memorial  praying  for  a  rechar- 

ter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  58. 

on  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  7S7» 

the  tobacco  trade,  1381. 

extending  the  charters  of  tbe  District  banks, 
1675,  1690. 
King,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  the  admission  of  Senators  from 
Michigan,  11. 

bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  district  court 
of  Alabama*  13. 

incendiary  publications,  26,  30,  384,  385. 

recharter  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  34. 

judiciary  system,  59,  60,  61. 

memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  100. 

speculations  in  Indian  claims,  102. 

bill  for  relief  of  tbe  suflferers  by  tbe  New  York 
fire^  128. 


King,  Mr.,  on  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  309, 

579,302,714,787,836. 
Michigan  memorial,  283,  383« 
school  lands,  390. 
national  defence,  441. 

District  of  Columbia,  470, 964^  1449»  14S0, 1453. 
Florida  railroad,  704. 
Alabama  pre-emption  rights,  721. 
Cumberland  road,  722,  723,  725. 
Ohio  boundary,  783. 
Missouri  land  claims,  799,  800,  967,  969. 
day  of  adjournment,  962,  963,  980. 
bill  for  graduating  price  of  public  land,  1030. 
specie  payments,  1096. 
grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1130. 
slavery  in  Arkansas,  1135. 
bill  giving  effect  to  the  8th  article  of  treaty  with 

Spain,  1154. 
petition  of  David  Melville,  1178. 
receiving  specie  only  for  public  kmd,  1371. 
affairs  of  Texas,  1286,  1529. 
Vermont  militia,  1339. 
harbor  bill,  1384. 

Seneral  appropriation  bill,  1401,  1408. 
efence  of  the  frontiers,  1458,  1463,  1464^  1503, 

1505. 
Indian  bill,  1459. 

resolution  for  issuing  rations  to  sufferers  from  In- 
dian hostilities,  1537. 
cases  of  Curry  and  Owin,  1660. 
extending  tbe  charters  of  the  District  banks,  1692, 

1730. 
reg^latinf  the  public  depositee,  1763,  1859. 
on  changing  tbe  mode  of  selling  the  pabfic  land, 

1868. 
bill  for  establishing  armories,  arsenals^  fee,  1883, 

1884. 
King,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  suflFerers  by 

tbe  New  York  fire,  121, 129. 
incendiary  publications,  384,  1134. 
slavery  memorials,  477,  652. 
Documentary  History  of  District  of  Colombia, 

498,  499. 
general  sppropriation  bill,  1402,  1403,  1407. 
fortification  bill,  1578,  1580,  1584. 
pre-emption  claims,  1741. 
bill  for  establishing  armories,  arsenalsb  8kc.,  1884, 

1908. 
harbor  bill,  1931,  1935. 
Knight,  Mr.,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  Cumberland  rond,  732. 
specie  payments,  1096. 
rsilroad  contracts,  1102. 
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removsl  of  David  Melville,  1182,  1183. 
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recognition  of  Texas,  1055. 
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385. 
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518,  533,  785,  786,  787,  803,  838. 
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surplus  revenue,  national  defence,  8ic.,  111. 
bill  for  relief  of  tbe  sufferers  by  tbe  New  York 

fire,  122. 
Michigan  memorial,  287. 
Smithsonian  legacy,  386,  1375. 
national  defence,  441,  442,  576. 
District  of  Columbia,  469,  470,  1449,  1450. 
Ohio  boundary,  783. 
expunging  resolution,  1058. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1510. 
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Leigb»  Mr.,  on  public  depotitet  biD»  1616,  1758,  1764, 

1765. 
setting^  apart  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  defence 

of  the  country,  4635. 
L'mn,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  resolution  for  national  defence, 

322. 
incendiary  publications,  385. 
school  lands,  390. 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  465. 
establishing^  post  rouMS  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 

578.  3"<' 

the  report  on  printing^,  592. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  724,  801 . 
Missouri  land  claims,  800,  964,  966,  967,  969. 
day  of  adjournment,  963. 
Maine  abolition  resolutions,  1111. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1304,  1307.  1311. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1385,  1395. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1401. 
Alphonso  Wetmore's  petition,  1457. 
Indian  bill,  1459,  1461,  1462. 
bill  providing  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  1759. 
on  Humphrey  Marshall's  case,  1780. 
tncreaaing  the  army,  1852,  1853. 
bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1855. 
bill  to  change  the  mode  of  selling  the  public 

land,  1867. 
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McKean,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  slavery  in  the  District 

of  Columbia,  804. 
Maogum,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publica- 
tions, 29. 
regulations  of  the  Senate  chamber,  67. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  New 

York  fire,  122. 
resolution  for  national  defence,  367. 
national  defence,  575, 

alavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  578, 835, 836. 
day  of  adjournment,  980. 
Maine  abolition  resolutions,  1115. 
railroad  contracts,  1207. 
receiving  specie  only  for  public  land,  1273. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1306. 
statuary  for  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  1314, 

1315. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1402,  1407. 
recognition  of  Texas,  1455,  1530. 
caacs  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1664. 
suspension  of  the  rules,  1937. 
Moore,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  alavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 210,  472, 
the  Cumberland  road,  725. 
bill  for  relief  of  John  McCartney,  934. 
the  aff*iira  of  Teias,  1421. 
General  John  Brahan's  case,  1898,  1901. 
Morris,  Mr.,  Oiiio,  on  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio, 

35,  783,  788,  799. 
petitions  on  slavery,  72,  74,  208,  757. 
Ohio  resolutions  in  favor  of  expunging  journal, 

1021,  1025. 
admission  of  Arkansas,  1054. 
Maine  abolition  resolutions,  1111. 
incendiary  publications,  1165. 
recognition  of  Texas,  1286,  1287,  1525,  1528. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1338,  1339,  1340. 
pre-emption  claims,  1740. 
bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  1782,  1785, 

1858,  1859.  j 

bill  to  change  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  land,  ; 
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•he  vetoed  bill  for  fixing  a  day  for  the  snnusl 

meeting  of  Congress,  1878. 
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fortification  bill,  1435. 

Alphonso  Wetmore's  petition,  1457. 
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Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  1672. 
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District  of  Columbia,  468, 1451. 
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of  Columbia,  1155. 

incendiary  pul>lications,  1156,  1157,  1159,  1163. 

removal  of  David  Melville,  1179. 

resolution  for  receiving  nothing  bat  specie  for 
public  land,  1263,  1268. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1284,  1318. 
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resolutions  of  Legislature  of  Connecticut  in  favor 
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partment, 1769,  1770,  1850,  1851. 

changing  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  land, 
1867. 

bill  for  establishing  armories,  arsenals,  &c.,  1883. 

report  on  public  lands,  4655. 
Prentiss.  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  the  patent  laws,  42. 

abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbis, 
664. 
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PrentiM^  Mr.,  on  admission  of  Michigan,  1019. 

admission  of  Arkansas,  1054. 

Vermont  militia  bill,  1340. 
Preston,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publications, 
27.  32. 

bill  concerning  appeals  in  cases  under  the  reve- 
nue laws,  46. 

regulations  in  the  Senate  chamber,  65,  66,  68. 
slavery  in  District  of  Columbia,  78,  781,  806,  837. 

memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  99. 
aurplus  revenue,  national  defence,  &c.,  112. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  128. 

Smithsonian  legacy,  386,  1101,  1374, 1376,  1378. 

protection  of  the  frontiers,  465. 

purchasing  Count  Bourtoulin's  library,  578. 
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Maine  abolition  resolutions,  1112,  1119. 
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1384. 
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foHincation  bill,  1588. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  depositeF,  1821. 

address  on  the  death  of  James  Madison,  1911. 
Robbins,  Mr.,  Rhode  Island,  on  national  defence,  566. 

Carey  and  Lea's  History  of  Congress,  614. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1413. 

bill  to  reward  the  recaptora  of  the  frigate  Phila- 
delphia, 1647. 

resolutions  respecting  Narrsgansett  bay,  1787. 
Robinson,  Mr.,  Illinois,  announces  the  death  of  bia  col- 
league, Mr.  Kane,  7. 

on  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash,  566. 

Cumberland  road,  624,  723,  724. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  biP,  1254,  1302,  1303. 

bill  for  regulating  the  public  deposites,  1743. 
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fortification  bill,  1490. 
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bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1875. 
Sbepley,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  regulations  of  the  Senate  cham- 
ber, 69. 

District  of  Columbia,  468. 
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cues  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1662. 
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bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1873. 


Southard,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  the  District  banks,  104. 
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general  appropriation  bill,  1403,  1413. 
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1873,  1874*  1875. 
regulate  and  increaae  the  pay  of  the  officers  of 
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on  the  vetoed  bill  for  fixing  a  day  for  the  annnal 

meeting  of  Congreas,  1880. 
acknowledging  tbe  independence  of  Tezas^  1918. 
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slsvery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  300,  302, 

303,  512,  737. 
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the  Western  frontier,  1426. 
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resolutions  respecting  the  army,  386,  465,  466. 
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bill  to  regulate  the  public  depoaitea,  1786. 
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on  the  pension  bill,  1929. 
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his  resignation,  636. 
Wall,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  national  defence,  559. 
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removal  of  David  Melville,  1185. 
bill  to  regulate  the  publ'tc  depositee,  1785. 
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Colombia,  690,  809. 
pre-emption  rights,  838. 
deposite  bank?,  847. 
Missouri  land  claims,  966. 
safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  975. 
specie  paymeiit%  1099. 
Maine  abolition  resolutions  1116. 
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Walker,  Mr.,  on  gnnt  of  land  to  the  State  of  MiMouri, 

1120,  1123. 
Iff.  Cliy'8  land  bill,  1172,  1173,  1175,   1282, 

1283,  1285,  1302,  1303,  1361. 
on  fortifying  Lake  Cbamplain,  1199. 
recognition  of  Texas,  1286,  1525,  1526,  1528, 

1533. 
Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1377. 
harbor  bill,  1383. 
imposing  a  duty  on  all  imported  hemp,  1397, 
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general  appropriation  bill,  1401. 
affairs  of  Texas,  1417,  1420,  1456,  1763. 
District  of  Columbia,  1449. 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  five  percent,  fund,  1458. 
Indian  bill,  1462,  1463. 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1570,   1672, 

1673. 
Florida  banks,  1578. 
fortification  bill,  1583,  1587. 
bill  for  reguUting  the  public  deposites,  1644. 
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Michigan  school  lands,  &c.,  1738. 
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changing  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  land,  1867, 

1868,  1870. 
bill  for  organizing  th^  navy,  1874. 
the  vetoed  bill  fixing  a  day  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  1880. 
Webster,  Mr.,  Massachusetts  on  a  resolution  in  relation 

to  the  late  fire  in  New  York,  13,  47,  103, 104, 

121,  124. 
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slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  95,  810,  833. 
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Indian  hostilities,  103,  290. 
surplus  revenue,  n.Uional  defence,  &c..  Ill,  148, 
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purchasing  Count  Bourtoulin's  library,  578. 
bill  repealing  certain  duties  on  imports,  704. 
deposite  bankii,  839. 
mail  contracts,  848. 
petition  of  Trofessor  Lieber,  1198. 
railroad  contracts,  1205,  1249. 
resolution  for  receiving  nothing  but  specie  for 

public  land,  1259,  1267,  1269. 
appropriations  for  Florida  war,  1299. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1311. 
general  appropriation   bill,   1400,   1401,   1407, 

1409,  1413,  1414. 
appropriations  for  the  army,  1413. 
the  affairs  of  Texas,  1415,  1425,  1527. 
District  of  Columbia,  1450,  1453. 
Alphonso  Wetmore's  petition,  1458. 
Indian  bill,  1458,  1459. 
transfer  of  public  money,  1470. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1511. 
Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1572. 
fortification  bill,  1575,  1591,  1877. 
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1743,  1805,  1858,  1859. 

misstatements  in  the  Globe  newspaper,  1693. 

incendiary  publications,  1721, 1731,  1736. 

on  Michigan  school  lands,  &c.,  1739. 

the  Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
1779. 

the  banks  in  Florida,  1848,  1859. 

bill  for  organizing  the  navy,  1874. 

supplementary  deposite  bill,  1913. 

setting  apart  the  surplus  revenue  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  4625. 
White,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  speculations  in  Indian  claims^ 
102. 

the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  New  York 
fire,  128. 

electioneering  agents,  178 

suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  391. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  291. 

national  defence,  422. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  697. 

specie  payments,  1094. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1278. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1279.  1303,  1304,  1310. 

rescinding  resolution,  1427,  1884. 

fortification  bill,  1428,  1432. 

Indian  bill,  1459,  1460,  1462. 

appropriations,  1720,  1739. 

to  regulate  the  public  depositee,  1859. 

proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  hvor  of  acknowledg- 
ing Texas  as  an  independent  State,  1877. 

the  bill  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  4641 . 
Wright,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  suf- 
ferers by  fire,  46,  114,  116,  391,  782. 

on  the  judiciary  system,  60,  61,  62. 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  201. 

District  of  Columbia,  470,  1451,  1453. 

Documentary  History  of  District  of  Columbia, 
499. 

national  defence,  534. 

deposite  banks,  843,  1383. 

specie  payments,  999,  1093,  1134. 
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bll  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  1101,  1598, 
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1775,  1778,  1781,  1784,  1793,  1845. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1214,  1310. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1401,  1414. 

Indian  bill,  1459. 

transfer  of  public  monev,  1476. 

fortification  bill,  1479,  1904,  1910. 

extending  the  charters  of  the  District  banks, 
1692. 

Michigan  school  lands,  &c.,  1738. 

changing  the  organisation  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, 1771. 

the  bill  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  the  indemni- 
ties due  under  the  French  and  Neapolitan  trea- 
ties, 1882. 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abolition,  a  report  on,  from  a  select  committee,  3756; 
concludint^  with  three  resolutions,  which  were 
agreed  to,  4051  to  4054. 

Adjournment,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing to  fix  the  day  of,  3245,  3317,  4080, 
4176,  4295;  it  was  resolved  to  adjourn  on  the 
4th  of  July. 


African  colonization;  a  mennorial  from  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  free  negroes  to  A  fries,  2696. 

Alabama;  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  propoeinr 
to  grant  rations  from  the  public  stores  to  suP 
ferers  in  Alabama,  4032;  agreed  to,  4050. 
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iklfordand  Bnubift resolution  for  tbeirrelier,  3694, 3747» 
2881  (  a  bill  ordered  for  their  relief,  2883. 

Aroendmentf  to  the  conttitution<  tbe  chairnmn  of  the 
committee  to  whom  thii  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred reported  certain  resolution!  proposing 
aroendmentiy  for  which  he  proposed  to  more 
substitutes  when  they  should  be  considered, 
3015, 

Amendment  of  the  journal  proposed,  in  relation  to  mesi- 
bers  refusing  to  vote,  4057{  nefpatived,  4063. 

Anti-slavery  memorial  from  Vermont,  3233. 

Appropriations  in  part  for  the  support  of  the  Gorem- 

ment  for  the  year  1836,  2172,  3240, 3246,  3268, 

3316,  3318;  passed,  3329. 

in  addition  to  the  above  act,  4607;  passed,  4610. 

for  the  nsvy,  2180;  considered,  2504,  2668,  2780^ 

2801,  3151;  passed,  3219. 
for  the  Indian  department;  passed,  3367. 
for  the  army,  3376;  passed,  3469. 

Arkaoiast  a  bill  for  admitting  this  State  into  the  Union, 
2688;  passed,  4294. 
a  supplementary  bill,  4309;  passed. 

Arundel  manuscripts;  the  President  transmits  a  catalogue 
of  them  from  the  trustees  of  the  British  Muse- 
um, for  the  purpose  of  being  placed  in  the 
Congreas  library,  3463. ' 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  petitions  for  the  ex- 
tension  of  their  charters,  2103. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain  banks  in 
*    the  District,  2213;  passed,  2238. 

Bank  of  the  United  States;  a  bill  to  repeal  tke  14th  sec- 
tion  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  2918,  3235; 
passed,  3240. 

Bank  loans  to  members  of  Congress;  a  resolution  pro- 
posing  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject, 
4348;  agreed  to,  4349. 
additional  resolutions,  4605. 

Books  to  members;  resolution  providing  books  for  the 
new  members,  3147,  4308,  4528;  agreed  to, 
4529. 
a  resolution  was  offered,  directing  a  subscription 
for  three  hundred  copies  of  Elliot's  Diplomatic 
Code;  laid  on  tbe  table,  4529. 
a  resolution  for  payment  of  certain  books;  nega- 
tived, 4623. 

Breaftb  of  privilege,  occssioned  by  some  disturbance  by 
two  reporters,  4281;  resolution  adopted  and  a 
committee  appointed,  4284;  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, 4289;  decis  on,  4322. 

Chaplain,  Rev.  Mr.  Stockton  elected,  2083. 

Chickasaw  school  lands;  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect,  in  the 
States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  the  existing 
compacts  within  those  States  In  regard  to  the 
five  per  cent,  fund  and  the  school  reservations, 
4612. 

Choctaw  Indians;  a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  certain 
claims  to  reservations  of  land,  3615. 

Combes,  Leslie;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  4286}  passed. 

Commerce  and  navigation;  a  motion  to  print  10.000  extra 
copies  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report 
to  Congress;  sgreed  to,  4067. 

Compensation  to  messengers;  resolution  allowing  extra 
pay;  passed,  4623. 

Congress}  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  time  of 
meeting,  4136;  passed,  4139. 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills  to  report  a  bill  fixing  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in 
November;  agreed  to,  4533. 
a  bill  was  reported  for  the  above  object,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  then 
passed,  4538. 

Constitutions  of  the  several  States;  a  proposition  to  print 
them,  4349;  laid  on  the  table. 


Cotton;  letter  of  the  Secrelafy  of  the  Treasury  relating 
to  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  cotton, 
3735;  a  motion  for  printing  an  extra  Dumber  ni 
copies  agreed  to* 

Creek  Indiana;  resolution  on  the  expediency  of  adopting 
measures  for  tbetr  immediate  removal,  2556. 

Cumberland  road;  a  bill  amendatory  of  the  aet  for  con- 
tinuing tbe  road,  2596;  rejected,  4350. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  the  Cooiberlaiid 
road  in  tbe  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois^ 
4495;  passed,  4547. 
a  bill  for  continuing  the  road  eaat  of  tlie  river 

Ohio  was  laid  on  the  table,  4548. 
tbe  bill  to  continue  the  national  road  from  Vanda- 
lia  to  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the  State  of  lin- 
nois,  was  passed,  4549;  also,  the  bill  to  continue 
tbe  same  road  from  the  Miasiaaippi  rirer  to  Jef- 
ferson city,  in  the  State  of  Mtasouri,  was  pasted, 
4549. 

Custom-bouse  officers;  the  Committee  on  Commerce  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  proposing  to  sospend 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  making  appropriatioos 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
1835,  which  provides  that  the  number  of  cuv 
tom-house  officers  on  the  1st  of  /anuary,  1S34, 
ahall  not  be  increased  until  allowed  by  Cfmgress, 
3146;  this  resolution  was  put  in  the  form  of  a 
bill,  and  afterwards  paased. 

Dancing  Rabbit  creek  treaty,  memorials  renecting, 
2466. 

Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  memorial,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  rentoving  colored  peraona  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  2779. 

Deposites  of  public  money;  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Peyton,  proposing  that  the  bill  reported  by  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  regulate  the 
depositea  of  the  public  money  in  certain  local 
banks,  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
and  have  preference  over  all  other  buaiDes^ 
certain  hours  every  day  (except  Fridays  and 
Saturdaya)  until  finally  disposed  of;  the  Hoose 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules  for  this  purpose, 
3096;  laid  on  tbe  table,  4103. 

Deposite  banks;  a  resolution  proposing  to  inquire  info 
the  mode  of  selecting  them,  &c.,  by  Mr.  Wise; 
refused  to  be  considered,  3231. 
a  resolution  by  Mr.  Dromgoole,  agreed  to  be  eoo- 

sidered,  3244;  taken  up,  3249. 
bill  in  relation  to  public  deposites,  3733,  43^; 

passed,  4379. 
supplemental    deposite    bill   from    tbe    Senate; 
passed,  4612. 

District  business;  days  proposed  to  be  set  apart  for  tbe 

consideration  thereof,  3015;  laid  on  the  table. 

taken  up,  3475,  and  sundry  acta  discussed  and 

finally  passed, 
banks;  a  bill  from  the  Senste  to  extend  the  char- 
ters of  them,  4205,  4437;  passed.  4560. 

Doorkeepers;  Overton  Carr,  principal  doorkeeper,  and 
John  W.  Hunter,  assistant,  1964. 

Documents,  public;  resolution  to  supply  heads  ef  De- 
partments, &c.,  with  them,  4667. 

Duties,  resolutions  proposed  for  the  reduction  of,  4338^ 
4446;  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules 
to  consider  them. 

Duty  on  wines;  an  act  from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the 
discriminating  duties  on  goods  imported  iir  Tea- 
sels of  Portugal,  and  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
wines,  4610. 

Election,  contested;  (see  Oraham,  James/) 

Bskridge  and  Fisk;  a  bill  for  their  relief;  passed,  3694. 

Executive  patronage;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  1st  and  2d  sec- 
tions of  the  act  limiting  the  term  of  certain  of- 
ficea  to  four  years,  2470;  not  passed. 
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Bxpurgation  of  the  journaitt  reiolutiont  of  the  Legisla* 

ture  of  Maryland,  protesting  against  the  expur- 
gation, oifered,  3232$  laid  over,  3233. 

Florida,  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  in,  2438{ 
passed,  2447. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  payment  of  the  expenses  of 

the  war,  3811  {  bill  passed,  3820. 
a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  to  communi- 
cate all  the  measures  which  had  been  taken  to 
suppress  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida,  3830{ 
agreed  to. 

Fortificationsf  a  bill  for  collecting  materials  {Preparatory 
to  the  commencement  of  certain  fortifications, 

3in. 

Fortification  bill  of  last  session {  a  resolution  proposing  to 
refer  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  it  to  a  select  committee,  2264,  2360. 
bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications  for 
the  year  1836,  3594,  3735,  3863;  passed,  4338. 
France  and  the  United  States;   a  message  from   the 
President,  2218. 
a  message  from  the  President,  2605. 
awards  under  the  treaty  with,  2799. 
message  from  the  President,  staling  that  payment 
of   four   instalments    under  our  treaty   with 
France  had  been  received,  3594. 
French  afTAirs;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  for 
information  as  to  the  amount  of  duties  received 
on  wines  and  silks,  2513;  agreed  to. 
Graham,  J<«mes,  from  North  Carolina;  his  election  con- 
tested, 1963,  2621,2696,  2718;  debate  brought 
to  a  conclusion,  3007;  resolved,  that  neither 
candidate  is  entitled  to  a  seat;  new  election  to 
take  place. 
Hale,  Captain  Nathan;  a  memorial  praying  that  a  monu- 
ment be  erected  for  his  services  in  the  revolu- 
tionary army,  2134;  considered,  2557. 
Harbor  bill;  a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for 
the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  for  certain  bar- 
bom,  &c.,  4380;  passed,  4494. 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  same 
objects,  4530;  passed,  4611. 
Havre  de  Grace;  a  memorial  praying  for  a  removal  of 
the  obstructions  at  or  near  the  head  of  the  bay, 
2698. 
Historical  Society;  the  use  of  the  hall  granted  to  them 

for  their  meeting,  2387. 
Incendiary  publications;  an  inquiry  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  whether  they  would  soon  re- 
port on  this  subject,  2485. 
the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
express  their  readiness  to  report  on  this  sub- 
ject, 2944. 
Indian  affairs;  (see  President* b  mestaget.) 

whustilities;  a  bill  providing  for  volunteers  for  the 
^^  protection  of  the  frontiers,  3763;  bill  psaied, 
3820. 
annuity  bill,  3367;  passed, 
resoluiion  to  suspend  the  tale  of  a  part  of  the 
public  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  creek,  3461;  passed, 
treaties;  a  bill  making  appropriations  to  orry  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  4501,  4549;  bill 
passed,  4567. 
resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  the  same 
information  in  relation  to  the  Cherokee  treaty 
lately  ratified,  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
^.      Senate,  4504;  agreed  to,  4528. 
^I^iostilities;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
'Suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  for  other 
purposes,  4568;  passed, 
frauds  and  hostilities;  resolution  founded  on  a  me- 
morial of  citizens  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  re- 


specting alleged  frauds  in  the  purohaae  of  res« 
ervationa  of  lands  from  the  Creek  Indians» 
4578;  agreed  to,  4605. 

Inundated  knds;  a  joint  resolution  reported,  directing  a 
survey  of  lands  of  this  description  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  other  rivers,  3200. 

Jackson  city;  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Jackson  City  Asso« 
ciation  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  3002;  bill 
laid  on  th^  table,  3005. 

Janis,  Jean  Baptiste;  a  bill  for  hii  relief,  4286;  passtd, 
4289. 

Judicial  system;  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
amend  the  judicial  system,  4610. 

Kanet  Hon.  Elias  K.,  from  lUinoisi  hia  death  announced, 
1958. 

Kentucky  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb;  a  resolution 
directing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  institu- 
tion further  time  fur  the  sale  of  its  lands,  2736. 

Lands;  a  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of,  2133;  laid  on  the 
Uble,  3496. 
resolution  in  relation  to  frauds  under  the  pre- 
emption laws,  2517;  agreed  to. 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  for  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  several  Slates,  2892,  3231; 
postponed;  taken  up,  3231,  3580,  3820^  laid 
on  the  table,  ;}862. 
resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  introduce  a  bill  fur  ihe  purpose  of 
distributing  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  publio 
lands,  3201. 
bill  received  from  the  Senate  to  appropriate,  for 
a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  pub- 
lic lands  among  the  several  States,  3580,  3617, 
3679,  3862,  4195,  4322. 

Land  Office;  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office, 
4606;  passed,  4609. 

Latham,  James;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  hia  heira,  2642, 
2645. 

Letcher,  R.  P.,  and  T.  P.  Moore;  a  bill  for  their  relief, 
4191;  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  4194. 

Lewis,  Hon.  Dixon  H.,  a  member  from  Alabama,  took 
his  seat,  2698. 

Lighthouses;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  building 
light-houses,  &c.,  4494;  bill  passed,  4535. 

Limitation  of  the  term  of  office;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  first 
two  sections  of  the  act  for  limiting  the  term  of 
office,  2634. 

McCarroll,  John;  a  bill  for  hia  relief,  4176. 

McClelland  and  Smith;  a  bill  for  their  relief,  4176; 
passed. 

Madison,  James,  ex  President  of  the  United  States;  hia 
death  announced,  by  General  Jackson,  in  a 
message  to  Congress,  4563. 
a  joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  by  what  token  of  respeet 
and  aff'ection  it  may  be  proper  to  express  the 
sensibility  of  the  nation  on  this  event,  4565. 
report  on  this  subject,  4577. 

Mail  contracts;  a  joint  resolution  for  altering  the  time  of 
making  mail  contracts,  3495;  agreed  to. 

Manning,  the  Hon.  Richard  J.,  from  South  Carolina; 
his  death  annuunced»  3463. 

Marshall,  late  Chief  Justice  United  States;  resolution 
proposing  a  marble  bust  to  his  memory,  to  be 
placed  in  the  chamber  of  the  Supreme  Court; 
agreed  to,  nem,  eon*,  2527. 

Maryland  resolutions;  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature, 
recommending  the  distribution  among  the 
States  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
4177;  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  print* 
ed,  4186. 
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Memben,  lilt  of,  1943. 

Meiic»n  aifairs;  retolutiont  calling  on  the  President  for 
information,  3733. 

Michigan,  the  conttitutinn  of,  2077. 

on  its  Repreientative  Uking  hii  seat,  2103. 
Mining  Company,  resolutions  respecting,  3142. 
roentorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  3145. 

Michigan  and  Arkansas;  bills  to  provide  for  their  admis- 
sion as  States,  4206;  passed,  4294. 
supplementary  bills  to  do.,  4309. 

Militiat  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  on 
the  subject  of  a  reorganization  of  the  militia, 
2767. 

Military  and  other  roads;  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certttin  militsry  and  other  roads,  450 1{  laid 
on  the  table,  4548. 

Mint(  a  message  from  the  President,  enclosing  the  di- 
rector's report,  2263. 

Mississippi;  a  bill  to  continue  the  national  road  from  the 
Mississippi  riTcr  to  Jefferson  city,  in  Missouri, 
4501;  (see  Cumberland  road.) 

Naval  appropriations;  (see  Appropriaiiona.) 

Naval  service  bill;  (see  Appropriations.) 

Navy;  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  naval  force  in  commission,  2160. 

Newbmd,  David;  resolution  proposing  to  allow  him  pay 
for  contesting  the  election  of  Mr.  Graliam, 
3015. 
report  in  favor  of  paying  David  NewUnd,  3064; 
agreed  to,  3090. 

New  York;  (see  /Offerers  by  fire.) 

Trades  Union,  the  memorial  of,  2696. 

Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary;  a  report  and  resolution  on 
the  subject,  2667;  agreed  to,  2688. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide 
for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
3317;  passed,  4294. 
do.  to  settle  and  establish  the  northern  boundary 
of  Ohio,  4309;  passed,  4313. 

Order,  ponts  of,  1966,  1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1971, 
1972,  1974,  1977,  1987,  1991,  1996,  1998, 
1999,  2017,  2128,  2129,  2131,  2134,  2137, 
2178,  2219,  2264,  2265.  2267,  2268.  2269, 
2281,  2283,  2284,  2285,  2293,  2294,  2315, 
2317,  2437,  2447,  2497,  2533,  2534,  2535, 
2536,  2539,  2556,  26o7,  2638,  2639,  2640, 
2657,  2658,  2660,  2661,  2662,  2685,  2686, 
2717,  2737,  2760,  2968,  2984.  2986,  2987, 
3005,  3006,  3233,  3298,  3300,  3329,  4028, 
4029,  4030,  4031,  4032,  4050.  4051,  4052, 
4053,  4055,  4057,  4059,  4060,  4061,  4062, 
4081,  4212,  4596,  4597,  4600,  4613,  4615. 

Pstent  Office;  a  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  use- 
/  ful  arts,  &c.,  4609;  passed,  4611. 

Psyrossters  of  the  army;  a  bill  for  appointing  three  addi- 
tional ones,  4115. 

Pay  and  mileage;  a  bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule 
of  computing  the  mileage,  &c.,  4194. 

Pennsylyania  avenue;  a  resolution  directing  it  to  be 
watered,  &c.,  3461;  laid  on  the  table,  3465. 

Pension  laws;  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  expending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1832, 
2525;  sgreed  to. 
bills;  a  number  of  bills  in  relation  to  pensions 

taken  up  and  passed,  4284. 
system;  a  bill  to  extend  it,  4336;  passed,  4339. 

Pea  Patch  island;  a  bill  to  secure  the  title  to  the  United 
Slates,  3226;  taken  up,  3708, 4068;  laid  on  the 
table,  4175. 

Pensacola  and  Perdido  railroad;  a  bill  to  authorise  the 
construction  of  the  road  through  the  public 
lands,  2963. 


Polish  exiles;  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  granting  lands  to 
certain  exiles  from  Poland,  4103. 

Portuguese  duties;  (see  PrendenVa  meaaages.^ 

Post  Office;  resolution  respecting  its  management,  3488. 
resolution  respecting  its  management,  2733. 
a  bill  to  change  the  organization  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  3779;  passed,  4135. 

Post  routes;  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  certain  post 
routes.  Sec,  3811;  passed,  4538. 

Potomac  bridge;  a  joint  resolution  for  repairing  H,  4140; 
passed. 
Fire  Insurance  Company ;  a  bill  to  amend  the  char- 
ter, 4489. 

Presentation  of  petitions;  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rulei^ 
in  order  to  allow  such  petitions  to  be  presented 
as  shall  not  be  objected  to,  3296. 

President's  annual  messai^e  received,  1948;  r^tkrred  to 
committees,  1964. 
message,  with  reports  from  the  Secretaries  of 
State  and  War.  on  the  boundary  queAioo  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Michigan,  2178. 
message  informing  the  House  that  Great  Briuin 
had  offered  its  mediation  for  the  adjustment  of 
our  dispute  with  France,  2502. 
message  on  Indian  affairs,  2519. 
message  on  Portuguese  duties,  2667. 
message  relating  to  the  treaty  of  limiu  with  Mexi- 
co, 3509. 
message  atHting  that  the  four  instalments  under 
the  treaty  with  France  had  been  received,  3594. 
message  in  relation  to  the  Potomac  bridge,  4139. 

Printers  to  the  House,  Messrs.  Blair  8c  Rives  elected, 
1948. 

Protest  of  Messrs.  Garland,  Glascock,  an^  Robertsoo, 
on  a  portion  of  the  resolution  adopted  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  2503. 

Recession  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  District  to  is- 
quire  into'the  expediency  of  receding  said  Dis- 
trict, 2697;  the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  allow 
the  motion,  refused. 

Representatives'  hall;  leave  aaked  to  offer  a  propositioa 
for  a  committee  to  ascertain  whether  a  befrer 
hall  for  legislation  cannot  be  provided,  3617; 
leave  refused. 

Retrenchments;  resolutions  for  making  them  in  the  sev- 
eral Departments,  proposed  to  the  House,  3225; 
not  received. 

Revenue  service;  a  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  of 
officers  of  the  revenue  cutters,  4205;  passed, 
4206. 

Rules  of  the  House;  a  motion  to  amend  them,  so  as  to 
require  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
report  the  general  appropriation  bill  «itbin 
thirty  days  of  the  commencement  of  every  ses- 
sion, 1949;  agreed  to  in  the  form  of  instmc- 
tions  to  the  committee  for  reporting  the  rules;, 
1957. 

Rules,  on  the  suspension  of,  2487. 

resolution  proposing  an  alteration  of  them,  4499. 

Salaries;  a  bill  providing  salaries  for  the  officers  therein 
named,  3364;  passed. 

Schmuck,  Ellen  Abein;  a  bill  granting  her  a  pension, 
4289. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  annual  report  recehred,  1948. 

Seminole  hostilities;  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 

repressing  them,  2138;  taken  up,  2180;  paired. 

a  bill   making  additional  appropriationa,  2358; 

passed,  2360. 
a  bill  for  the  payment  of  volunteers  and  militia 
corps,  2722;  passed. 

Sergeant-at-arms,  Roderick  Dorsey  elected,  1960. 

Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  petitions  on  the  sub- 
ject, 1961,  1966,  2607. 
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Smitb,  Hon.  N«tban«  from  Connecticut  i  bii  death  an* 

nounced»  1949. 
Smithy  Jesse,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of.  2489i  passed. 

2642.  ^ 

Sroitbionian  legacy;  a  motion  to  print  a  large  number  of 

a  report  on  the  subject,  2236{  amended  and 

agreed  to,  2237. 
Standing  committers  appointed,  1959. 
Spains  a  bill  for  carrying  into  effect  a  convention  with, 

2141,  2681,  3734,  passed. 
Speaker,  Jamea  K.  Polk,  from  Tennessee,   elected, 

1945,  hia  address. 
Sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York,  report  and  documents, 

and  a  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the  aufferers,  1991, 

taken  up,  2239,  passed,  2705. 
a  bill  amendatory  of  the  above  act,  5117,  passed, 

3119.  »  ♦!•         » 

Sufferers  in  Florida,  (see  Florida.) 

Surplua  revenue,  (see  Londt.) 

Taturo,  Nathaniel  P.,  a  bill  for  his  relief,  2746,  passed. 

Tennessee  pensioners,  a  bill  providing  for  the  payment 
of  certain  pensioners  at  Pulaaki,  in  Tennessee. 
.2677,  passed. 

Territorial  bills,  a  resolution  proposing  to  fix  the  time 
for  considering  them,  3234. 

Texas,  a  memorial  from  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  rec- 
ognize the  independence  of  Texas,  4080. 
memorial  from  Nashville,  in  Tenneasee,  4499, 
and  a  resolution  proposing  an  appropriation  for 
the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  minister  to  Texas,  laid 
on  the  table, 
resolutions  reported,  declaring  that  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  ought  to  be  acknowledged 
whenever  satisfactory  information  has  been  re- 
ceived that  a  successful  Government  is  in  op- 
eration, agreed  to. 

Topogrsphical  engineers,  a  bill  for  their  better  organi- 
zation,  2172. 
do.  to  authorize  the  chief  engineer  to  employ 
clerks  and  a  messenger,  2172. 

Trades  Union,  memorial  asking  Congress  to  regulate  the 
hours  of  labor,  2890. 

United  dtates  and  Mexico,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  limits, 
&c.,  37^. 

Volunteers,  a  bill  to  provide  payment  of  volunteers  and 
militia  in  theaervice  of  the  United  States,  2575. 
do.  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  of  volun- 
teers, 3322,  3330;  passed,  3375. 

Waahington,  George,  a  bill  authorizing  the  officers  of 
the  Washington  Monument  Society  to  erect  a 
monument  to  his  memory,  4490. 

Weat  Point  Academy,  a  resolution  proposing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  Inquire  what 
amendments,  if  any,  are  expedient  to  be  made 
to  the  laws  or  the  institution,  &c.,  2191,  2682. 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  1836, 4569,  passed,  4577. 

Weatern  frontier,  a  bill  appropriating  a  million  of  dollars 
for  its  defence,  3493,  3510,  bill  passed,  3548. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  its  better  protection,  3593, 
passed,  3756. 
Whitney,  Reuben  M.;  a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wise, 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  mode  uf  selecting  banks 
of  deposite,  and  into  the  contracta  by  which 
they  are  regulated,  and  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
nexion which  exists  between  R.  M.  Whitney 
and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between  him 
and  said  banks  of  deposites,  &c ,  3095,  the 
House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules  to  tske  up 
the  resolution. 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.,  from  Connectii  ut,  took  his  wa», 


to  aupply  the  place  of  Zaimon  Wildman,  de- 
ceived, 3460. 
Wildman,  Hon.  Zaimon,  from  Connecticut ,  his  death  an- 
nounced, 1958. 
Wiaconsin  Territory,  the  bill  for  establishing  the  Terri- 
torial Government  thereof,  3090,  3201,  3220, 
3308,  pasaed. 
Yeas  and  nays,  on  questions  in  relation  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  1961, 
1963,  1987,  1997,  2076,  2077,  2136,  2179, 
2220,  2238,  2315,  2320,  2483,  2498  to  2501, 
2535,  2608,  2620,  2658,  2659,  2660,  2663, 
2695. 

the  constitution  of  Michigan,  2090,  2101. 

the  Representative  of  Michigan  taking  his  seat, 
2103. 

banks  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  2103,  2111, 
2127. 

Michigan  memorial,  2159,  2160. 

resolution  in  favor  of  increasing  the  navy,  2168. 

taking  up  appropriation  bills,  2358. 

fortification  bill  of  laat  session,  2437. 

resolution  for  relief  of  sufferers  in  Florida,  2447. 

considering  the  report  on  the  rules  of  the  House, 
2484. 

appropriation  bills,  2486,  2487. 

bill  for  rel'ef  of  the  sufferers  at  New  York  by 
fire,  2627,  2628.  2668,  2704. 

do.  touching  the  limitation  of  the  term  of  office, 
2634. 

boundary  line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  2680. 

West  Point  MiliUry  Academy,  2682. 

contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2686,  2688, 
2759,  2865.  2880,  2887,  3008  to  3014. 

recession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  2697. 

memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
2779. 

bill  for  repealing  14th  section  of  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  2934, 
2935. 

suspending  the  rules  of  the  House  to  consider 
Mr.  Wise's  resolution  in  relation  to  the  employ- 
ment of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  and  Mr.  Peyton's 
proposing  that  the  bill  to  regulate  the  public 
deposites  in  certain  local  banks  be  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  and  have  preference 
over  all  other  business,  3096,  3120. 

bill  graduating  the  price  of  public  lands,  3219, 
3495. 

on  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  a 
resolution  in  relation  to  deposites  of  public  mo- 
neys, by  Mr.  Wise,  3230. 

on  a  similar  motion,  by  do.,  3244. 

Mr.  Dromgoole's  resolution  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  communicate  full  infor- 
mation of  the  manner  of  selecting  banks,  8&c., 
3244. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  3474. 

the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  corporate  cities  of  tl  e 
District  of  Columbia,  3508,3720.  3722. 

bill  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3511, 
3547. 

Kentucky  resolutions  respecting  the  public  lands, 
3862. 

a  report  on  abolition,  4030,  4031,  4051,  4052. 

the  suspension  of  the  rules  tu  take  up  the  billa  to 
establish  the  b(»undary  line  of  Ohio,  &c.,  4186. 

amendments  to  and  on  the  passage  of  the  above 
bills,  4290  to  4294. 

bill  for  appropristing  proceeds  of  public  landp, 
4322. 

the  deposite  bill,  4371.  4378,  4379. 

haibor  bill,  4531.  4533,  4534,  4611. 
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TeM  and  mjrf,  on  Cumberland  road  bilU  4547. 

bill  niftkinpr  further  appropriations  for  carryinnf 
into  effect  certain  Indian  treatietf  4567!» 
4568. 


Teaa  and  najn^  on  retolationa  reapeeting  bank  loan 
to  memben  of  Congreaa,  4605. 
on  acknowledging  tb«  independcnoe  of  Teiif. 
4622. 
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Adamt,  Mr.,  Mauichunetts,  on  amending  the  rules,  1949, 

1952.  1955,  1957. 
on  slavery  in  the  District,  1996,  2000, 2128,  2129, 

2135,  2168,  2219,  2240,  3314,  2316,  3317, 

2321,  3534,  2607. 
the  Ohio  boundary,  3042. 
constitution  of  Micliigan,  2093. 
District  banks,  2116,  2120. 
Seminole  hostilities,  2139,  2359,  2727,  2732. 
United   States  and   Mexico,  2142,  3144,  3733, 

3734. 
partinl  appropriation  bill,  3172. 
fortification  bill  of  last  session,  2264,  2265,  2267, 

2268,  2269. 
the  appropriation  bills,  2468. 
executive  patronage,  2471,  2477. 
French  sffain,  2518,  2606. 
pension  laws,  2526. 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2633,  3693, 

2987,  2988,  2989. 
on  the  cultivation  and  manufacture  of  cotton, 

2735. 
relief  of  Afford  and  Brush,  2883. 
memorial  from  the  Trades  Union,  2891. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2920. 
Wisconsin  Territory,  3094. 
sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  3117,  3119. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3269,  3320. 
bill  for  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3353,  3354, 

3374. 
deposite  banks,  3354. 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3519,  3521, 

3764,  3766. 
remarks  on  a  paragraph  in  the  Globe  respecting 

the  treaty  for  the  Southwestern  frontier,  3579. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  3615. 
fortification  bill,  3668. 
misrepresentations  corrected  in  relation  to  the 

Florida  treaty  in  1819,  3701. 
Mexican  sflTairs,  3733,  3902. 
Post  Office  Department,  3783,  4112,  4132. 
abolition  report,  4028,  4029,  4030,  4031,  4032, 

4050,  4053. 
allowing  rations  to  sufferers  in  Alabama,  4036. 
amending  the  journal,  4057,  4059,  4060,  4061, 

4062,  4063. 
a  decision  of  the  Chair,  4091,  4096,  4102. 
convention  with  Spain,  4115,  4176. 
bill  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  of  Congress, 

4138. 
Indian  annuities,  4174. 
the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4208, 

4251,  4260,  4306. 
on  a  breach  of  privilege,  4282,  4283,  4321. 
Ohio  boundary  bill,  4309,  4310. 
deposite  bill,  4346,  4350,  4359. 
inquiring  into  bank  loans  to  membei%  of  Con- 

greas,  4348. 
printing  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States, 

4349. 


Adams,   Mr.,   on  Indian  treaties^  4501,  4503,   4504, 

4549. 
address  on  Mr.  Madison's  death  being  annoanced, 

4564. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4584. 
admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Umon,  4677. 
Allan,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  pension  laws,  3525. 
on  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  3892. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2989. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3240. 
fortification  bill,  3904,  4175. 
pension  bills,  4284. 
Anthony,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  appropriation  bilU, 

2469. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3731,  3963, 

3986. 
Seminole  hostilities,  3732. 
Post  Office  Department,  4132. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4310. 
deposite  bill,  4339,  4350,  4351,  4359. 
Asb,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  deposite  bill.  4368. 

harbor  bill,  4485. 
Ashley,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  the  Michigan  Mining  Coapt- 

ny,  2142. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3222. 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  3369,  3385. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  voluateera,  3335,  3339, 

3353,  3368. 
fortification  bill,  4175,  4335. 
harbor  bill,  4388,  4389, 4390. 
military  and  other  roads,  4501. 
Beale,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  depoaite  bill,  4368. 
Beardsley,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  slavery  in  the  Distrkt, 

1971,  1972,  1975,  1979,  1987,  2038. 
the  Representative  of  Michigan  taking  hts  sest, 

2102. 
District  banks,  3109,  3114,  3115,  3119,  9130. 
memorial  from  Michigan,  3145,  3146,  3155. 
sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York.  2210. 
the  contcbted  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3648, 

3961. 
memorial  from  Trades  Union,  2891. 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  3933. 
Beaumont,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  fortificatioo  b'ltt, 

3989. 
Bell,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1968. 
the  amendment  of  the  rules,  3180. 
naval  appropriations,  3181. 
the  appropriation  bills,  2344,  2504»  3505,  3506, 

2516. 
executive  patronage,  2470,  2473,  2475,  2476. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3633,  3629, 

2632. 
navsl  service  bill,  2817,  3207,  4673. 
amending  the  constitution,  3015,  3016,  3017. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3243,  3246. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3376,  3391. 
suspending  the  sale  of  part  of  the  land  acquired 

by  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  3461. 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3520,  3788. 
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Bel),  Mr.,  on  Choctaw  claimiit  3615. 

Post  OfHce  Departmenr,  3785,  38tO,  4134. 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  4067. 

on  a  decinion  of  the  Chair,  4099. 

Indian  annuities  4136,  4140,  4174,  4175,  4187, 

4190. 
to  alter  the  time  of  meeting  of  Congress,  4138. 
breach  of  privilege,  4283. 
deposite  bill,  4339. 
the  harbor  bill,  4391,  4437,  4532. 
on  recognising  the  independence  of  Texaf,  4449. 
Indian  treaties,  4566. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4580,  4585. 
the  mission  to  Ohio  and  Michigan,  4663. 
Bond,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  ihe  constitution  of  Michigan,  3091. 
Post  Office,  2488. 
Bank  of  the  United  Ststes,  2927. 
the  Jackson  city  bill,  3004. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3220. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3319. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3322. 
deposite  banks,  3357,  3402. 
bill  for  relief  of  Letcher  and  Moore,  4192. 
Boon,  Mr.,  Indians,  on  frauds  under  the  pre-emption 

law-,  2518. 
French  aiTnirs,  2606. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2934. 
Pennacola  and  Perdido  railroad,  2964. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3223. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3320. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3374. 
division  of  the  public  lanrls,  3548. 
deposite  banks,  3707. 
a  decision  of  Ihe  Chai^  4102. 
bill  in  favor  of  Polish  exiles,  4103. 
pension  bills,  428i. 
fortification  bill,  4318. 
inquiry  into  bank  loans  to  members  of  Congreis, 

4348,  4349. 
harbor  bill,  4532. 
Indian  treaties,  4566. 
'     Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4589,  4603. 
Bouldin,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1976, 

2002,  2169,  2224. 
the  District  banks.  2104,  2108,  2112. 
snffL- rings  in  Florida,  2442. 
do.  by  fire  in  New  York,  2710. 
the  coites'ed  election  of  M**.  Graham,  2736. 
treaty  with  Mexico,  3728. 
report  on  abolition,  3758. 
bill  in  favor  of  Polish  exiSt  s,  4104. 
Post  Office  Department,  4114. 
bill  for  relief  of  Letcher  and  Moore,  419.1. 
appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 

4196,  4323. 
the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4208. 
breach  of  privilege,  4283. 
Ohio  boundary  bill,  4309. 
Distrxt  bank?,  4438. 
Indinn  treaties,  4550. 
Indian  frauds  snd  hostilities,  4583. 
Boyd,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  contested  electioff^of  Mr. 

Gr.»ham,  2621,  2623,  26^9,  2641,  2647,  2650, 

2685,   2764,  2766,   2864,  2865,  2868,  2959, 

2988. 
harbor  bill,  4389. 
Drigg?,  Mr.,  Massachustttf,  on  West  Point  Academy, 

2192. 
the  Post  Office,  2488. 
slavery  in  the  District,  2533. 
New  York  sufferers  by  fire,  2628,  3118. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2931. 
incendiary  publications,  2946. 
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Briggs,  Mr.,  on  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2984. 
allowing  pay  to  D.  Newland,  3089. 
on  furnishing  the  new  members  with  books,  3147. 
division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pubic  land,  3627. 
defending  the  Western  frontier,  3771. 
Post  Office  Department,  3781,  3783,  4134,  4536. 
amending  the  joUrnHl,  4061. 
to  alter  the  time  of  meeting  of  Congress,  4137, 

4537. 
fortification  bill,  4175,  4338. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4210,  4^4; 
Ohio  bnnndary  bill,  4310. 
Indian  treaties,  4557. 
Brown,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  New  York  tufTerert 

from  fire,  2599. 
slavery  in  the  Di&trict,  2609. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2665. 
Rank  of  the  United  States,  2921. 
Wisconsin  Territory,  3093. 
Bvnum,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  sUvery  in  the  District, 

2130,  2536. 
naval  appropriations,  2187. 
the  fortification  bill  of  Ust  session,  2435. 
Post  Office  Department,  3540. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2621,  2637, 

2638,  2664,  2666,  2683,  2685,  2686,  2688, 

2737,  2885,  2887,  2966,  2967,  2984,  2989. 
defence  of  Western  frontier,  3544. 
dividing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands»  3684. 
report  on  abolition,  3763,  3772,  3778. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4584. 
Calhoon,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  contested  election  of 

Mr.  Graham,  2985,  2986,  2987,  2996. 
bill  for  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3334. 
treaty  with  Mexico,  3728. 
on  a  decision  of  the  Chair,  4094. 
Indian  treaties,  4549,  4565. 
judiciary  bill,  4615,  4618. 
Calhoun,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  depo&ite  banks,  3355. 

deposite  bill,  4342. 
Cambreleng,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  amending  Iha  rulef, 

1951. 
slavery  in  the  District,  1985. 
■ijflerers  by  fire  at  New  York,  1991,  1994,  2041, 

2102,  2132,  2140,  2195,  2196,  2526,  2574, 

2594,  2595,  2598,  2599,  2600,   2623,  2624, 

2711,3117. 
District  banks,  2118. 
Seminole   hostilities,   2138,    2139,   2358,   2722, 

2726. 
partial  appropriation  bill,  2172,  2173. 
naval  do.,  2160,  2181,  2182,  2504,  2506,  2516, 

2517,  2668,  2801,  3145,  3146,  3201,  3205. 
fortification  bill  of  laat  ression,  S263,  2314,  2360. 
on  the  appropriation  bills,  2355,  2469. 
sufferings  in  Florida,  2440. 
repealing  the  14th  section  of  the  act  establishing 

the  United  States  Bank,  2919,  2935,  3235. 
amending  the  constitution,  3017. 
on  increasing  custom-house  officers,  3147. 
Wisconsin  Territory,  3201. 
general   appropriation    bill,  3240,  3241,  3246, 

3248,  3249,  3269,  3270,   3273,  5282,  3283, 

3307,  3321,  3326,  3509,  3510. 
bill  for  accepUnce  of  volunteers,  3333,  3341. 
providing  s<ilariea  for  certain  officers,  3364. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3376,  3465,  3466,  3467, 

3578. 
naval  do.,  3469,  3470,  3474,  3614,  3615.* 
for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3493, 

3510,  3511,  3518,  3519,  3544,  3547,  3763, 
3766. 
fortification  bill,  4009,  4178,  4313,  4330,  4331, 

4334,  4585. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


XVIII 


INDEX  TO  speakers'  NAMES  IN  THE  BOUSE  OP  REPRBSENTATITEA. 


C»iDbre]en|r,  Mr.,onPo8t  Office  DeptHment,  4064, 4133. 
on  printing^  an  extra  number  of  Secretary  of  the 

Treafury'a  report,  4067. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  4067. 
do.  anRuities,  4135,  4175,  4191. 
depotite  bill,  4366.    ' 
Indian  treatiea,  4501,  4502,  4503,  4549,  4557, 

4565,  4566. 
bill  for  tuppresaing  Indian  hoatililiet,  4568. 
West  Point  Academy,  4568,  4576. 
judiciary  bill,  4614. 
Carter,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill,  3286,  3290,  3300. 
fortification  biP,  3937.  4334. 
harbor  bill,  4384,  4387,  4389,  4485,  4491. 
Caaey,  Mr.,  Illinoia,  on  reaolutiona  on  the  death  of  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Kane,  1959. 
on  ihe  bill  to  graduate  the  price  off  public  lands, 
2133. 
Chambera,  Mr.,  Penns>lTanis,  on  amending  the  rules, 
1957. 
aufferera  by  fire  at  New  York,  2199,  2712. 
on  the  naval  service  bill,  2799,  2801. 
repealing  the  14th  section  of  the  United  States 

Bank  act,  3236. 
division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  3580. 
Post  Office  Department,  4064. 
Chambers,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  New  York  sufferers 
by  fire,  2199,  2601,  2623,  3118. 
contested  election  of  Mr»  Graham,  2942,  2985, 

3006. 
general  appropriation  bill,  8289. 
presentation  of  petitions,  3299. 
bill  for  sccf  ptance  of  volunteers,  3374. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4279. 
breach  of  privilege,  4321. 
Indian  treaties,  4559. 
Chapin,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  Smithsonian  legacy, 
2236. 
harbor  bill,  4389,  4485. 
light-house  bill,  4494. 
Indian  treaties,  4557. 
Chapman,  Mr.,  AUbams,  on  the  Pensacola  and  Perdidu 
railroad,  2963,  2964. 
Indian  treaties,  4557. 
Claiborne,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  contested  election  of  Mr. 

Graham,  2622,  2623,  2647,  2865. 
Claiborne,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit 
creek,  2467. 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3006. 
ChocUw  claims,  3615.  3616. 
abolition  report,  4116,  4118. 
harbor  bill,  4389,  4485. 
Chickasaw  school  lands,  4612. 
Clark,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  slavery  in  the  District, 
2657. 
on  memorial  In  favor  of  the  colonization  cause, 
2696.  27r9. 
Coffee,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  a  report  on  abolition,  4052. 
Connor,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publications, 
2485,  2945. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2666. 
altering  the  time  of  making  mail  contracts,  3495. 
bill  for  changing  the  organization  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice   Department,   3779,   3781,   3782,/ 3784, 
3810,  4063,  4105.  4112,  4133,  4390,  4535. 
post  route  bill,  4537. 
Corwin,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  constitution  of  Michigan, 
2087. 
general  appropriation  biP,  3289. 
harbor  bill,  4389. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  4498. 
military  and  other  road«,  4501. 


Craig,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  2171. 
the  partial  appropriation  bill,  2173. 
on  a  decision  of  the  Chair,  4081. 
Crane,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  deposite  bill,  4349. 

harbor  bill,  4447. 
Cashing.  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  slavery  in  the  Dittric*, 
3322. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  2519,  3205. 
convention  with  Spain,  2681. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  ?686. 
sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  3118. 
repealing  the  14th  section  of  the  United  States 

Bank  act,  3237. 
District  business,  3480. 
treaty  with  Mezico,  3724. 
the  Kentucky  reaolutiona  reapeeting  the  dispoei- 

tlon  of  the  public  lands,  3820. 
allowing  rations  to  sufferers  in  Alsbama,  403S. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4260,  4301. 
Cuahman,  Mr.,  New  Hampshire,  on  (he  navy  ap^pro^rv 
ation  bill,  2505,  2516,  3209. 
contested  el<fCtion  of  Mr.  Graham,  2986,  2987, 

3005. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3222,  3225. 
Kufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  2568. 
Davis,  Mr..  Indians,  on  the  Michigan  Mining  Conpany, 
2144,  2159. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2664,  2989. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2932. 
Pensacola  and  Perdido  railroad,  2965. 
Deberry,   Mr.,   North  Carolina,  on  the  pension  laws 

2526. 
Denny,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  sufferers  by  fire  at 
New  York,  2239; 
repealing  the  14th  section  of  the  act  eatmblishif^ 

the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  292^,  3237. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3287. 
Po&t  Office  Department,  4064. 
appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 

4196. 
fortification  bill,  4332. 
deposite  bill,  4340. 
harbor  bill,  4485. 
Dickerson,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  the  bill  to  aecttrethc 
title  to  Hea  Patch  island,  3708. 
fortification  bill,  4333. 
deposite  bill,  4340,  4346. 
Dnubledsy,  Mr  ,  New  York,  on  the  deposite  bill,  4367. 
Dromgoole,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  limiting  the  term  of  office, 
2635. 
amending  the  constitution,  3015,  3016,  3017. 
the  deposite  banks,  3314,  3354. 
fortification  bill,  4331. 
depoMte  bill,  4350,  4368. 
Dutilap,   Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  naval  appropriation 
bill,  2506. 
New  York  sufferers  by  fire,  2625,  2721. 
Seminole  hoailitiea,  2725,  2732. 
repealing  the  14th  aection  of  the  United  States 

Bank  act,  3235. 
disposition  of  the  public  land.%  3862. 
fortification  bill,  4335,  4336. 
deposite  bill,  4347. 
harbor  bill«  4385. 
Indian  treaties,  4566.    ^ 
additional  appropriation  bill,  4608. 
Evana,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  fortification  bill  of  lait  ses- 
aion,  2414. 
French  affairs,  2518. 
naval  service  bill,  2780. 
allowing  pay  to  D.  Newland,  3089. 
District  business,  3480,  3508. 
judicinry  bill,  4618. 
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Ettrtit,  Mr.,  VeraiODt»  on  amending  the  ru1ei»  1953, 
1957. 
the  constitution  of  Miohigfan,  3090. 
District  banks,  2111,  3122. 
nsvsl  sfFmirs,  3165,  3509,  3307. 
sufferers  st  New  York  by  fire»  3339,  2705,  3119. 
do.  in  Florida,  3439. 
appropriation  bills,  3485. 
Post  Office  Department,  3537. 
erecting  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Captain 

N.  Hale,  3557. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3387,  3389,  3319. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3335, 3353, 

3354,  .S374. 
Post  Office  Department,  3779,  3781,  3783,  3783, 

4055,  4134. 
fortification  bill,  4009. 
Indian  annuities,  4141,  4187. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4214,  4304. 
Inciian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4602. 
judiciary  bill,  46 17. 
Fairfield,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Jjckson  City  Association,  3003,  3004. 
District  business,  3481. 
Post  Office  Department,  4112. 
Potomac  Fire  Insurance  Company,  4489. 
Forester,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  fortification  bill,  3763, 

3863,  4689. 
French,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  Seminole  hostilities,  2732. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3325,  3326. 
fortification  bill,  3086. 
for  extending  the  pension  system,  4338. 
the  payment  of  volunteers  and  militia,  4705. 
Fry,  Mr.,  Pennsylvsnis,  on  the  contested  election-of  Mr. 
Graham,  3693. 
hidioiary  bill,  4616. 
Galbnutb,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  slavery  in  the  District, 
3630. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  3933. 
deposite  bill,  4359. 
harbor  bill,  4447. 
Garland,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1967, 
1970,  3063,  3334.  3503. 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3985. 
naval  service  bill,  3018,  3203. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3467. 
division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  landSi  3585. 
Post  Ofllce  Department,  3783,  3810. 
Gi^rland,  Mr.,  Louisiana,  on  the  District  banks,  3113. 
New  York  sufferers  by  fire,  3600. 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3530. 
misrepresentations  in  the  papers  corrected,  3678. 
harbor  bill,  4389. 
District  banks,  4438. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4583. 
Land  Office  bill,  4606. 
Gillet,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  partial  appropriation  bill, 
3174. 
District  banks,  3317. 
bill  for  relief  of  Jesse  Smith,  3489. 
slavery  in  the  District,  3537. 
reorgsnising  the  militis,  3767. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3886,  3986. 
allowing  pay  to  D.  Newland,  3088. 
bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3346. 
division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  3593, 

3617. 
Post  Oflee  Department,  3783. 
bill  to  alter  the  time  of  meeting  of  Congress, 

4137. 
bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  officers  of  rev- 
enue cutters,  4305. 
on  a  breach  of  privilege,  4381. 


Gillet,  Mr.,  on  the  deposite  bill,  4376. 
harbor  bill,  4387,  4448,  4492. 
District  banks,  4440. 
Indian  treaties,  4558. 
Glascock,  Mr.,  Georgis,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1968, 
1989.  2129,  2137,  2317,  2318. 
naval  affi^irs,  2161. 
sufferers  in  Florida,  2443. 
executive  patronage,  2479,  2481. 
removal  of  the  Creek  Indians,  2556. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2685,  2889, 

3890. 
reorganization  of  the  militia,  2777,  3778. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3287. 
bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3345,  3764,  3765, 

3788. 
District  business,  3479. 
report  on  abolition,  4033. 
amending  the  journal,  4059,  4060. 
Indian  annuities,  4174,  4190. 
Graham,   Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  his  own  contested 
election,  3639,  2650,  3767,  3864,  3937,  3946, 
2965,  2997. 
Granger,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  slavery  in  the  District, 
2008,  2482,  3620. 
sufferers  in  Florids,  2440. 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 

3620. 
amending  the  journal,  4061. 
the  Wisconsin  Territory,  3093. 
bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3340. 
fortification  bill,  4009,  4334. 
on  amending  the  journal,  4061. 
bill  in  favor  of  Polish  exiles  4103. 
Grantland,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  Indian  treaties,  4549,  4550, 
4553,  4558. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4580,  4593. 
Graves,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  New  York  sufferings 
from  fire, %558,  2601. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2984,  3985, 

3986. 
Kentucky  resolutions,  3231. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3387. 
naval  appropriation  do.,  3469,  3470,  3474»  3615, 

3616. 
District  business,  3483,  3484^  3507,  3508. 
defence  of  Western  frontier,  3546,  3547. 
division  of  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  3548^ 

3718. 
Post  Office  Department,  3783,  3784. 
bsrbor  bill,  4389. 

additional  appropriation  bill,  4608. 
Orennell,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  the  District  baoksu 
3131. 
naval  affairs,  3166. 
slavery  in  the  District,  3541. 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3700,  371& 
Pensacola  and  Perdido  railroad,  3965. 
the  distribution  of  proceeds  of  public  lands^  3301« 

3583. 
Choctaw  claims,  3616. 
report  on  abolition,  4028. 
Post  Office  Department,  4134. 
Indian  annuities,  4188. 
Hall,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  depoaite  bill,  4339. 
Hsil,  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  incendiary  publicationsi  3944. 
the  Post  Office  Department,  3783,  3783,  380& 

4065. 
fortification  bill,  3973,  4314,  4585. 
Haley,  Mr.,  Connecticut,  announces  the  death  of  bit  co!« 
league,  Mr.  Wildman,  1958. 
on  the  reorganisation  of  the  militia,  3777. 
Hamer,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  amending  the  rules,  1958. 
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HftOier,  Mr.,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1978. 
constitution  oF  Michigan,  2078,  2102. 
West  Point  Academy,  2194. 
executive  patronage,  2471. 
reorganization  of  the  militia,  2777,  2778. 
memorial  of  Trades  Union,  2891. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2970. 
allowing  pay  to  D.  New  land,.  3089. 
Wisconsin  I'erritory  bill,  3223. 
navy  appropriationsi,  3470,  3471,  3555. 
District  businesF,  3478,  3479. 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3520. 
division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  3583. 
report  on  abolition,  4032. 
amending  the  journal,  4057,  4060. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4232. 
fortification  bill,  4332. 
harbor  bill,  4494. 
Hammond,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict,  1966,   1967,    1969.   1971,    1978.   1986. 
1987,  1996,  2119.  2220,  2448,  2495. 
on  naval  affairs,  2162. 
Hannegan,   Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the   Michigan  memorial, 
2145,  2160. 
West  Point  Academy,  2194,  2682. 
appropriation  bills,  2485. 
suspension  of  the  rules,  2488. 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  3287,  3321. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunleere,  3345,  3375. 
the  disposition  ol  the  puHIic  lands,  3862. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arktnsa*,  4213. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  4547. 
memorial  from  Legislature  of  .Michigan,  4670. 
Hard,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  contested  election  of  Mr. 
Graham,  2623,  2641,  2664,  2683,  2685.  3692, 
2755.  2865,  2867,  2884.  2946,  2960. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4267. 
fortification  bill,  4S29. 
harbor  bill,  4485. 
Hardin,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  New  York  sufTerers  by 
firp,  2141,  2196.  2574.  2599.  2600,  2710. 
Michigan  memorial,  2156. 
partial  appropriation  bill,  2173. 
slavery  in  the  District,  2317. 
on  the  appropriation  bills,  2343,  2357,  2468. 
Seminole  war,  2359. 
last  yesr*8  fortification  bill  2388. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  2507,  2524. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2622,  2664, 

2666,  2691,  2890,  2940,  2968. 
Pensacola  and  Perdido  railroad,  2964. 
allowing  pay  to  D.  Newland,  3087. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3222. 
repealing  the  14th  section  of  the  United  States 

Bank  act,  3239. 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  3273,  3289.  3319. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3325,  3330, 

3765,3772,3792. 
army  appropriation  bill.  3466. 
on  District  business.  3508.  3722. 
report  on  abolition.  3757,  4116. 
fortification  bill.  4313.  4330. 
for  extending  the  pension  system,  4339. 
deposite  bill,  4358. 
Indian  treaties,  4561. 
Harlan,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  District  banks,  2217. 
Kentucky  Asylum  for  Deaf  and  Dumb,  2735. 
Post  Office  Department,  3810. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4277. 
harbor  bill,  4485. 
Harrison,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  surveying  inundated  lands. 
3200. 
the  bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3336. 
deposite  bill,  4350. 


Harper,  Mr.,  Pennayltrftnia,  on  akTery  in  the  District, 

1982. 
naval  appropriations,  2182,  3205,  3206. 
sufferings  in  Florida,  2447. 
repealing  the  144  b  section  of  tbe  act  establishing 

the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  2932,  3237. 
increasing  cuatom-house  officers,  3146. 
tbe  general  appropriation  bill,  3273,  3319. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3466. 
District  business,  3480. 
Post  Office  Department,  3781,  3782,  4114. 
harbor  bill,  4380. 
Hawea,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  naval  affairs,  2162. 
West  Point  Academy,  2192. 
France  and  United  SUtes.  2218. 
slavery  in  the  District,  2222. 
sufTerings  in  Florids,  2442. 
Post  Office  Department,  2537,  2538^  2S39,  2S40. 
pay  of  volunteers,  2576. 
naval  service  bill,  2866. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2927. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2941,  2985, 

2987,  2988. 
disposition  of  the  public  lands  2989,  3360. 
amending  the  constitution,  3016. 
presentation  of  petitions,  3299. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3319. 
deposite  banks,  3354. 

bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3368,  3374. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3466. 
navy  do.,  3469,  3470,  3577. 
District  business,  3482,  3507,  3508. 
Choctaw  claims,  3616. 
report  on  abolition,  3759. 
allowing  rations  to  sufferers  in  Alabama,  4033, 

4035. 
Poat  Office  Department,  4065.  4105,  4114. 
breach  of  privilege,  4320,  4322. 
fortification  bill,  4329,  4332.  4335,  4337. 
harbor  bill,  4380,  4388,  4389,  4447,  4486,  4491. 
District  banks,  4440. 
monument  to  Waahington,  4490. 
light-house  bill,  4494. 
harbor  bill,  4530,  4531,  4532.  4533. 
West  Point  Academy  bill,  4577. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4581. 
Hawkins,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  conteated  election 

of  Mr.  Graham,  3006. 
allowing  pay  to  Mr.  Newland,  in  contesting  Mr. 

Graham's  election,  3015. 
report  in  favor  uf  paying  Newland,  3064^  30S7, 


Haynea,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  tbe  disposition  of  tbe  public 
lands,  3855. 

allowing  rations  to  sufferers  in  Alabama,  4049. 

Indian  annuities,  4174. 

harbor  bill,  4387. 

Indian  treaties,  4504. 
Iliester,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  memorial  of  New 
York  Trades  Union,  2696. 

disposition  of  the  public  lands,  3862. 

report  on  abolition,  4031. 

fortification  bill,  4333. 
Hoar,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  slavery  in  tbe  Diatrict, 
2253. 

the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2961. 

Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3223. 

presentation  of  petitions,  3297.     % 

bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3353. 

United  States  and  Mexico,  3730. 

Indian  treaties,  4557. 

Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4582. 
Holsey,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  the  Michigan  memorial  3155- 
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Ho)iey»  Mr.,  on  sUvcry  in  the  Diitriet,  2138. 
suffering's  in  Florida,  3443. 
defence  of  the  Wertern  frontier,  3771,  3793. 
Hopkinf,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  slavery  in  the  Uistrict,  1974. 

the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Qrshsm,  2984. 
Howard,  Mr.,  Maryland,  on  amending  the  rules,  1958. 
slavery  in  the  District,  1986. 
constitution  of  Miohtgan,  3080,  3089,  3090. 
District  banks,  2120,  2133. 
Smithsonian  legacy,  2236. 
taking  up  appropriation  bills,  2356. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3634,  2640, 

2663. 
memorial  from  the  Trades  Union,  2890. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3467. 
report  on  abolition,  3759,  3761. 
Post  OfBce  Department,  4114. 
Indian  treaties,  4502. 
Bowel),  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  naval  service  bill,  3306. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3323. 
depo&ite  banks,  3354.        < 
Hunt,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1988. 
the  bill  for  relief  of  Jesse  Smith,  2489. 
New  York  sufferers  by  fire,  2584. 
post  Office  Department  4106. 
abolition  report,  4116. 
fortification  bill,  4197. 
inquiry  into  bank  loans  to  members  of  Congress, 

4348. 
harbor  bill,  4380, 
Huntsman,  Mr. ,  Tennessee,  on  the  District  banks,  2215. 
Seminole  war,  2359. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2737. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3288,  3304.  . 
atatement  in  reply  to  some  corrections  of  misrep* 

resen^ations  made  by  Mr.  Adams  3705. 
Post  Office  Department,  4056,  4064. 
amending  the  journal,  4057,  4060. 
Tngersoll,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  slavery  in  the  District, 
2010. 
executive  patronage,  2475. 
proposing  a  marble  bust  to  the  memory  of  the  late 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  2527. 
awards  under  treaty  with  France,  2800. 
relief  of  Alford  and  Brush,  2881. 
Bank  of  the  United  State?,  2919. 
furnishing  new  members  with  books,  3148. 
fortification  bill,  3958. 
Pea  Patch  island  bill,  4080. 
providing  books  for  new  members,  4308. 
Post  Office  Department,  4536. 
West  Point  Academy  bill,  4577. 
Judiciary  bill,  4615. 
Jackson,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  a  petition  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  CoJumbis, 
1966. 
on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  4495. 
Jarvi9,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  2135, 
2178,  2333. 
naval  affairs,  2160,  2161,  2504,  2516,  3097,  3202, 

3206,  3468,  3469,  3471,  3614. 
District  business,  3488,  3507,  3719. 
extending  the  pension  system,  4338. 
the  deposite  bill,  4359. 
monument  to  Washington,  4491. 
light-house  bill,  4495. 
judiciary  bill,  4614. 
Jenifer,  Mr.,  Maryland,  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
2515. 
Post  Office  Department,  2733,  4135. 
resolutions  of  the  Maryland  Legislature  relative 
to  the  expurgation  of  the  Senate  journal,  3232. 
District  business,  3482,  3723. 


Jenifer,  Mr.,  on  the  fortification  bill,  3994. 
a  decision  of  the  Chair,  4096. 
Maryland  resolutions  for  distributing  the  proceeds 

of  the  public  land,  4186. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4379. 
District  banks,  4439. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  amending  the  rules,  1957. 
slavery  in  the  District,  3171,  2173. 
partial  appropriation  bill,  3173. 
pay  of  volunteers,  3576. 
Seminole  iTostilitics,   2732,   2723,   2726,   2727, 

2733. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3246. 
bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3353. 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  Western  frontier, 

3593. 
for  relief  of  Letcher  and  Moore,  4192. 
Indian  treaties,  4560. 
judiciary  bill,  4617. 
supplying  public  documents,  &c.,  4666,  4667, 

4670. 
bill  to  pay  money  advanced  by  Charleston,  &c., 

for  prosecuting  the  Florida  war,  4673. 
Johnson,  Mr.,  Louisiana,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  2023. 
the  Michigan  Mining  Company,  2144. 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  3093,  3321. 
bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3352. 
defence  of  Western  frontier,  3544. 
Choctaw  claims  3616. 
Post  Office  Department,  4057,  4064,  4133.  4134, 

4536. 
light-house  bill,  4494. 
Johnson,   Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  appropriation  bilK 

2468. 
New  York  sufFerers  from  fire,  2589,  2595,  2600, 

3119. 
French  affairs,  2606. 
Seminole  hostilities,  2727,  2732. 
awards  under  tbe  treaty  with  France,  2800,  2801 . 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  3093,  3221. 
furnishing  the  new  members  with  books,  3147. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3300, 3320, 3509, 3510. 
bill  Tor  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3322. 
providing  ralaries  for  certain  officers,  3364. 
District  business,  3508. 
'     Post  Office  Department,  3779, 3781,  3782,  3810, 

4055. 
admission  of  Michifran  and  Arkansas,  4279. 
Land  Office  bill,  4606. 
Jones,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  2034. 
Jones,  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 

3091. 
Judton,  Mr.,  Connecticut,  on  slavery  in  the  District, 

1986. 
erecting  a  monument  to  Captain  N.  Hale,  2134, 

2557. 
Cumberland  road,  2596. 
sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York,  2711. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2923. 
the  naval  service  bill,  3204. 
the  breach  of  privilege,  4282,  4320,  4321,  4322. 
Kennon,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  Michigan  memorial,  2150. 

Land  Office  bill,  4606. 
Rinnard,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  District  banks,  3123. 
Michigan  memorial,  3152. 
Wisconsin  Territory,  3093,  3220. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3285. 
fortification  bill,  4204. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4249. 
public  lands,  4323. 
lAne,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  constitution  of  Michigan, 

2083,  2098. 
District  banks,  3107,  3109. 
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Lane,  Mr,  on  M>chi{^n  Mining  Company,  2143* 
naval  afiairt.  2165,  3206,  S317. 
partial  appropriation  bill,  2175. 
MiflTerings  in  Florida,  2441. 
New  York  lufieren  by  fire,  2588,  2593. 
alavery  in  the  District,  2662. 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  1^21. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2942,  2944. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3223. 
dividing^  the  proceeds  of  (he  public  lands,  3679. 
Fea  Patch  island  bill,  4080.      * 
a  deciaion  of  the  Chair,  4096. 
Post  Office  Department,  4135. 
appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  public  Undt, 

4195. 
•droisVion  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas  4305. 
fortification  bill,  4333. 
deposite  bill,  4339,  4341,  4371. 
District  banks,  4438. 
harbor  bill,  4447. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  4547. 
Indian  treaties,  4561. 
Laulcr,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  2656. 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Gr»ham,  2987, 2988, 

2989. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3273. 
defence  of  Weatern  frontier,  3765. 
Indian  annuities,  4174. 
Lawrence,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  the  New  York  luffer- 
era  from  fire,  2703. 
increasing  ciistom-house  officers,  3146. 
Post  Office  Department,  4112,  4133. 
Potomac  Fire  Insurance  Company,  4490. 
Lay,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  relations  with  France,  2606. 

the  general  appropriation  bill,  3249. 
Lea,  Mr.,  Tf-nnessee,  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 

3287. 
Lee,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  aufTtrers  by  fire  at  New  York, 
2196,  2599,  2600. 
slavery  in  the  Dlatrict,  2220. 
appropriation  bills,  2469. 
awards  under  treaty  with  France,  2800. 
on  printing  an  extra  number  of  the  Treaaury  re* 

port,  4067. 
harbor  bill,  4491. 
Post  Office  Department,  4536. 
Leonard,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  harbor  bill,  4491. 
Lewia,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  Indian  hostilities,  3763,  3764, 
3771,  3788. 
Post  Office  Department,  3780. 
allowing  rations  to  sufferers  in  Alabama,  4033. 
amending  the  Journal,  4058. 
Indian  annuities,  4136,  4140.  4188. 
admtamon  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4209. 
inquiry  into  bank  loans  to  members  of  Congrets. 

4348. 
the  deposUe  bill,  4358,  4371. 
monument  to  Washington,  4490,  4491. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4578,  4580,  4581, 

4582,  4589. 
judiciary  bill,  4614.  4617. 
Lincoln,  Mr.,  Mavachusetta,  on  the  naval  appropria<ion 
bill,  2512. 
reorganixition  of  the  militia,  3778. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2943. 
District  business,  3480,  3483,  3507,  3508. 
division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  3587. 
Love,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  District  business,  3480. 
Indian  annuities,  4191. 
do.  treaties,  4560. 
Loyal],  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 


McCarty,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  Michigan  memorial,  2155. 


McCarty,  Mr.,  on  the  Cumberland  rosd  bill,  4539. 
resolution  relating  to  the  public  landa^  4661. 
McComaa,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  army  appropristion  bill, 
3466. 
fortification  bill,  3594. 
Post  Office  Department,  3783. 
harbor  bill,  4486. 
McKay,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  New  York  tallerecs 
from  fire,  2593,  2601. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3664^  2886, 

2937,  2969. 
Seminole  hostilities,  2733. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3320. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers^  3322,  3330. 
deposite  banks,  3357. 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3543,  359J, 

3766. 
Post  Office  Depsrfment,  4056,  4112. 
fortification  bill,  4333,  4335,  4336. 
resolutions  for  reduction  of  duties^  4338»  4446. 
deposite  bill,  4350,  4366,  4368. 
inquiry  into  bank  loans  to  members  of  Congress, 

4348. 
harbor  bill,  4387. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities,  4582. 
McKennan,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  District  baoki, 
2106,  2113,  2115,  2122,  2126. 
slavery  in  the  District,  2220. 
the  appropriation  bills,  2468. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2648,  2666. 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  2922. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3287. 
Post  Office  Department,  3781,  4105. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkanaasu  4979, 4280, 

4281. 
deposite  bill,  4340. 
McKeon,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  naval  affairs^  2163. 
snflTerers  by  fire  at  New  York,  2201,  3601. 
France  and  United  States,  2218,  22l9. 
relief  of  Alford  and  Bruah,  2881. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3440. 
Mann,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  amending  the  rules^  19561 
slavery  in  the  Disirict,  2018,  2240. 
District  banks,  2108,  2123. 
sufferers  by  fire  at  New  York,  2210. 
West  Point  Academy,  2211. 
Smithsonian  legacy,  2236. 
the  appropriation  bills,  2469. 
executive  patronage,  2470,  2474»  2475. 
incendiary  publieations,  2485. 
naval  appropriation  biH,  2508. 
pension  laws,  2525. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3632,  3633, 

2664,  2757,  2760,  2884^  2886,  3889,  2890. 
Seminole  hostilities,  2738,  2733. 
Bsnk  of  the  United  States,  2926. 
bill  for  scceptance  of  Tolunteers,  3335,  3345, 

3353. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3401,  3466. 
District  business,  3487,  3508,  3733. 
for  the  better  protection  of  the  Western  frontier, 

3593,3765,3768. 
Post  Office  Depsrtment,  3779, 3781,  378^  3783, 
3785,  3787,  3788,  3809,  4055,  4056^  4057, 
4064,  4066,  4112,  4133. 
bill  for  relief  of  Letcher  and  Moore,  4193. 
pension  bills,  4284. 

on  providing  books  for  new  members,  4309. 
Oliio  boundary  bill,  4309. 
deposite  bill,  4346,  4350,  4359. 
harbor  bill,  4387. 
reduction  of  duties,  4446. 
Indian  frauds  and  hostilities^  4583. 
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Mann,  Mr.,  on  additional  appropriation  bill,  4607. 
Manninffff  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  ilarery  in  the  Diitrlct, 

2613. 
Martin,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  Pott  Office  Departnsent,  4105. 

the  harbor  bill,  4388. 
Mtion,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Virginia,  on  amending  the  rules,  1958. 
on  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  2077, 2080,  2084. 
convention  with  Spain,  2141. 
naval  appropriations,  2181. 
France  and  United  States,  2218. 
taking  up  appropriation  bill*,  2343,  2352. 
French  affairs,  2518,  2607. 
Cumberland  road,  2596. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2631,  2632, 

2985,  2987. 
sbvery  in  the  District,  2660. 
convention  with  Spain,  2681,  3734. 
awards  under  treaty  with  France,  2800. 
general  appropriation   bill,  3242,   3246,  3274, 

3316,  3319. 
bill  for  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3334. 
.District  business,  3508. 
defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3540. 
treaty  with  Mexico,  3723. 
Post  Office  Department,  4115,  4134,  4536. 
bill  for  relief  of  Letcher  and  Moore,  4191,  4192. 
admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  4278,  4280. 
the  deposite  bill,  4358. 
monument  to  Washington,  4491. 
acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas,  4499. 
Mason,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union,  4658. 
on  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier,  3544, 

3547. 
Maury,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  contested  election  of 

Mr.  Graham,  2760,  2766,  2865,  2868,  2938. 
fortification  bill,  3735. 
May,  Mr.,  Illinois,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1986. 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  La- 

ihair,  2642. 
Wisconsin  Territory,  3094,  3095,  3201 . 
Mcroer,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  amending  the  rules,  1953, 

1955,  1956. 
slavery  in  the  Dintrict,  196r. 
District  banks,  2108. 
France  and  United  States,  2218. 
fortification  bill  of  last  session,  2265,  2267,  2268. 
the  appropriation  bills,  2469. 
executive  patronage,  2475. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  2524,  3614. 
Cumberland  road,  2596. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2684,  2968, 

2984,  2989. 
Penaaoola  and  Perdido  railroad,  2963,  2964. 
resolution  proposing  to  allow  pay  to  Mr.  Mew- 
land  fur  contesting  the  election  of  Mr.  Qraltam, 

3015. 
sufferers  by  fire  in  New  York,  3118,  3119. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3287,  3325. 
the  Ohio  and  Michigan  bill,  3317,  3328. 
bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3330,  3374. 
the  army  appropriation  bill,  3428,  3440,  3473, 

3474. 
District  business,  3507. 
report  on  abolition,  3757,  3762. 
fortification  bill,  4331. 
depoiite  bill,  4341,  4359,  4368,  4371. 
harbor  bill,  44:)7,  4447,  4485. 
Miller,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  slavery  in  the  District, 

2315,  2320,  2541,  2609. 
Ohio  boundary  bill,  4310. 
the  deposite  bill,  4358. 
Milltgan,  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  the  contested  election  of 

Mr.  Graham,  3007. 


Mill'gan,  Mr.,  on  the  bill  to  secure  Pea  Patch  island, 

3226,  4068. 
Montgomery,  Mr.,  North  Carolins,  on  )tbe  Post  Office 

Department,  4065. 
Moore,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  army  appropriation  bill, 

3428. 
Morris,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  slavery  in  the  District, 
2007. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  2929. 

dividing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  3680. 
Newland,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  contested  election 
of  Mr.  Graham,  2767,  2861,  2864,  2884,  2937, 
2942,  3005. 
Owens,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  slavery  in  the  District,  1994, 
1996,  1997. 

deposite  banks,  3707. 

report  on  abolition,  3758,  3759,  3761,  4028,  4029. 

lighthouse  bill,  4494. 

Indian  treaties,  4503. 
Parker,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  amending  the  rules,  1955, 
1957. 

partial  appropriation  bill,  2175. 

naval  appropriations,  2181,  2505,  2507. 

Smithsonian  legacy,  2237. 

sufferers  in  Florida,  2439. 

New  York  sufferers  from  fire,  2573,  2593. 

French  affairs,  2606. 

Seminole  hostilities,  2731. 

memorial  of  Trades  Union,  2891. 

Pensacola  and  Perdido  railroad,  2964. 

Wisconsin  Territory,  3201. 

District  business,  3476,  3507,  3721. 

Post  Office  Department,  3779,  3785,  4112,  41 14. 

allowing  rations  to  sufferers  in  Alabama,  4034. 

deposite  bill,  4342. 

harbor  bill,  4387,  4491. 

light-house  hill,  4494. 

judicial  bill,  4619. 
Parks,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  amending  the  rules  1967. 

sufferers  in  Florida,  2440. 

do.  by  fire  in  New  York,  2711. 

amending  the  journal,  4058. 

Post  Office  Department,  4105. 

extending  the  pension  system,  4339. 

the  deposite  bill,  4372. 
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